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(Based on recolleottona o~ Jonathan ) 
(Squ.i•rs• son. ana Ann Ba."tchina. 4aughler) 
lot. S1.i»e7 Roberts ~1e2'"8. and ~ his- ) 
( tori.cal zeoords o-.f Pier Co• By Henry ) 
(RtMtaon Ru~tns. ) 

JONA TRAN sr:p IKR.S I l.s't 
u I c a a t 

Tke Squier family probab1y arrived in America ~mm Eng.land 

with the Puri-tans. The first known ancestor was named lonathan. 

Re was presumably bom 1n England and came to this count17 with 

his parents. 

J'onathan first appears in l~ew York State coming poss1 b17 

from the flEastern States". Jonathan Squ1er·s. son of Sidney 

Rober-ts Squiers. rem:el!lbered having heard his father speak of him 

often. Re also heard his grandmothe·r. Lois 1-!orse. speak of him. 

Sidney Robert Squiers to1d his son tlmt this Jonathan a.erved in 

the Revolutionary War. 

JONATHAN Si~UIERS 1 2n4. 
gg I C l I ■ W ii 5 I f tt I I 

Jona.tl1an Squiers. son of the Senior Jonathan. was born Jul.J' 

23. 1759. Re 1.ived in '/fayne Coo..n.ty. rrew York: • .nesr Sodu.a Bay 

looated 011 Lake Ontario. Ha was undoubtedly a farmer by ooonpa­

t1on. Jona t11an ts gra11dson Jonatr1an who wu.s the aon of 31d..riey 

Roberts Squiers. said that his grandfa thar may 1k~ ve served in 

the Revolutionary was as he had often heard his grBrl-widmother 

speak of 11 rt21ming bullets. 11 

Mr. Squiers was uiarried to Lois .korse. Ylho ;;,us ?)orn June 

20. 11769. to whom seven children were born. 



Krs. Sqaiers l.ived to be over eighty years of age and was 

very mpp1e at this age. She was ma.ffi..ed a seoond time to a 

man whom her gran4son Jonathan. be.lieved to be James Iwrris. 

No ehil.4:ren were bom to the seoond marriage. She had a a.tep-

son howeYer.. named ~---s Nor-rls. J!er home was looated near 

Sodus Bay at the 't 1me o~ heT 4ea'th. 

Zona-than 4ted near Sodns Bay about lBSO a't the ag.e of over 

'10 78ars. 

SIDiiEY ROBERTS SSUIERS 
• 1 t s see w a. a= 

Sidney Roberts Squiers. third child 0£ Jonathan and Lois 

Sqn.iers. was born in \lkJD.8 Oounty .• New York. near Sodus Ba7. 

1ocated on Lak·e Ontario. 

rn his boyhood he stud1e·d geography and A! .. rltbrnetic·. He 

might also bave studied other subj~c"ts. 

Dnring the war of 1812 he served in the caval.ry. in whose 

command is not known. Later· he too-f\up land in Michigan on hie 

m.11.itary serVioe bu-t never secu-red a tteed thereto. It is poss­

ib1e that the land offioe in Lansing. Michigan may have records 

to supply' this infomation. Ris son J'onathan said that he had 

often se-en his fathers military- equipment which consisted of a 

jacket. saddle and saber. 

IN THOROLD CAltADA 

... ~ ... fter the \Var ttr. :3q_uie:rs a11d a ;nan na~!'l.Sd Richard Collier 

went from. tl1e vici11ity of S~rracnse. 1~. Y. to •1~;-~_orold. Cn.terlo. 

Canada where 1rr. Squiers was employed as a hewer and :i-Xr. Collier 

waa 
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•mp107-ed aa a soorer an the ~Us._ WeJ'1an4 Oana1 wht.oh 11&a then 

un4er- eonatmoUGD.. 

After the canal. mrk was :tini~d. llr .. Squier.a ~01me4 a part­

nerab..ip •1~ an Al.ezanaer Ohriny ln a l.uml>e.r an.a :tl.our m1.ll 1nls1-­

neaa. This business was oarried on for several 79ars When the 

partnership was dissolYed and llr. Squ.1ers failed 1n :rua1ness. In 

'those days peop.le were tmprlsoned 'for debt and he was on a limit 

-.tor sometime. His :father-in-law .• John Hoover hel.ped him out o:t 

the d1~:t1C11.lt7. 

In l.825 he worked on the Erie Canal at IDokport. New Yoxic. 

JIARBIAGE 1st TO SUSSAliA ROOV-f]i ---- -- ....... _____ ----
While in T-horold Kr. Squiers was married to his first wi~e. 

Susa.nab Hoover. Miss Hoover was bom in Thorold. and reoei ved a 

moderate education. 1l'o this marriage four children were born. 

Mr. Squiers bonght an acre of la-nd at the corner of Clairmont and 

Front Streets 1n Thorold. the site which in 1816 was ocoupted b~r 

the Oity Hotel. Here he bailt himself a house. a barn and a 

workshop. The house was diwtroyed by Thorol.d' s 'big fire~. but the 

ol.d shop was standing as lste as l.916. 

LOO.ICPORT 
• I I 

L~ 1835 after Mr. Squiers had failed in business he went with 

his family to .Lockport. riew York. where they first lived on Look 

Street. Later he bought about an acre and a quarter af J.a._rid on 

Olcott Street where he built himself a home. 

BAT'rLE CREE~1 MICH. 

Jira. Squiers died Yay 1tith. 1846 and he trai.ed his Lockport 
{~) 
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property to a man named AnBStrong ~or a wa,er-wheel. • right a't 

Battle Creek_. 1Uoh1gan. This was oall.ed the Arms'tmng wheel.. 

In 'tJle fall of this 7ear Kr. Squiers n1;urned to Loekport and 

~-~·~e-ttul hie whea'I. Re then re-turned -to Battle C:reek. bough~ 

p%0pert7 near tha wheel.righ-t ana erreote·d a sawmill. 

YAR.'11?AGE !ncl TO ABIGAIL OIXSTEAD ------ -- - -----
Wh11e at Bat'tl.e Oreet: •• Kr. Squiers met his second wi~e 

141.es Abigail OL'lstead the daughter of Peter and Hannah Olmstead. 

They were mrrled Sep'temb-er 23rd. 1.849 at Leroy. O&lhoun County. 

llichigA:n~ Miss 0lm14tead had obtained a moderate education. To 

this mrriag9 tn.-ree children were born. 

Abigail Olrns-tead was bom at Pa.rma. lionroe County. ?lew York. 

on May .l9. 1124. 

PID 0-0VE 

After about six years !tr. Squiers sold this property at 

Battle Creek and went to Pier Cove in ~s township. Allegan 

County Michigan. Tl)e mill that he had operated at Battl.e Creek 

was moved to Pier Cove about 1852. and was operating there in 

1853. "Re moved the mill prertous to the family coming." said 

Annis Kibby one of his daughters. "I remember mother telling 

of being 1eft alone there while father was here puttL?].g 11p the 

mill. The family came in 1854. Th-ey moved into the troods and 

father had t·o go to .Allegan to get wheat grO'tl.:.~d. Mother was 

afraid to sta7 a1one nights while he was gone as the wolves 

Pere howlin.g around the house. so she carried rails into the 

house to prop the door shut.n 

Ann Hutchins another daughter remen~bered having heard the 
{t) 



old settlers tell r4· the cry wh1oh sounded like a baby 1n the 

woods and was to14 that it •s the o-ry o~ a panther. She also 

remembered an ol.d Indian who ea.ll.e.d on the fsmil.7 who wou.14 

seem.re an inrttation to dinner :!or himself and then would o&U.. 

his son '-'John" who had not until. then made his appearance. to 

also partake of 'the me·al.. 

Pier Cove is located at the mouth at a creek which emptied 

into Iak• li!iehigan at the Vles-t end of the quarter line of Seo .. 

ti on 5. Ganges township, 

Lake Michigan :torms a long curve inland here and when the 

Pier was la-ter built the plaoe was called ?ier Cove. 

A't this time wood was used exolusively for tu.el bees.use 

coal did not come into general. use for heat and power until afteJt 

1880. Ohioago and other towns of the west i'urn1ahed a demand for 

lumber -for building. wood ~-r :tn.el. as well as tan bark. etc. 

The early settlers were faced with the problems of disposing of 

the timber which they had to out in. clearing their .land for farm­

i11g purposes. Large tracts of val.uable timber was windrowed and 

and burned• w1 th no profit or use 'to any on~. The early settl.ers 

there:tore had plenty of ftte1 wood that they ant while clearing 

their lana.. Ii' trartsportation could be provided they realized 

that the wood oou1d be sold at a profit for all of their hard­

wood timber could then be out into cord mod. 

The·re was no means of transportation hera at tba.t time near­

er tha11 rttrie flats~ or "Kalamazoo harbor" or lle~1ark all of which 

were iooatea where Saugatuck now stands. T"ne only road to this 

place 7/as b? the lake shore whioh was deep sane. aut1 a hard haul. 

Maroius Sutherland oome into this oomn1tll11 ty and saw the 

possibil.1 ties. He intereste·d himself to the extent of f1nano1ng 
(5) 



1the oenstntrtton of a pie% at the moa-th of the cre•k an.a the 

project~ was ee.arpletea in 18'9. llr. Su.~berland saw that 'the 

tra~fia won 14. grow as the years passed b7 and new sett.le rs came 

in. Th.e nml.ts during 'the following years p:rcved that his 

juag .ant W!ls oo-rreot. 

'l'hts pier 1188 so planned and aons'truo~d that wagons drawn 

by teams o~ ho~ses- aould be clriven to the outer erul of it. un .. 

loa4ea.. turned around and returned. 

This was the ~irst of five piers Dll1l:t between the towns 

la'te-r known as Saugatuck and South Raven.. The t-ask was no't an 

eaq one as the labor was all fa.mished by man power as S'leam 

pile clrlYers were not 1n use in this country at that ttme. 

The mill that Kr. Sqaiers owned was opera'ted 1n pirtnershtp 

with -a Yr. Oronson Yllo hat\ come to Pier Cove with him. It was 

a steam mill w1.th an upright saw since this was before the time 

of the otrcul.ar saw. It was located on the top ar4'1 several. rods 

the lake embankment arid lnmied.iatel.y south of the quarter 

section line -at this point a_-r1d aeross the mill pond from the grist 

mill. 

'l'he oordwood and tan bark business blourlshed al.ong with the 

lumber 'business from the time tha.t the pier was constructed until. 

the timber land had been oonverted i11to fani1ng land-. 

-T~o eohoo11ers had bee11 kno7m to be loaded at the pier with 

cord wood alone in one day in addition to tl1e lumber. shingl.es and 

tan ba1~1t that vient ov-er itl. 

In 1864. the burg was famous 'for 1 ts gidewalks of cord wood 

n.All along the s·treets. ~t said ~Y. A. ooodworth an early settl.er. 

"where sidewalks should have been were immense p11es of this wood~ 

Darius Bi111ngs another settler who 11 ved here during those times 
{6) 
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said "that the oord wood o-f l.864-65 was a mere shadow of what it 

had been previousl.7. when net .only -the stre-ets and piers were 

piled high. but the woods were also full o-f it. 

The traffic that pa.ss-ed over tbe pier oan harcl]-7 b-e realized 

at the prese·nt 'tirne. 'fhe lumber cut at the Rlsington mill. two 

miles north of Fenn.Ville wh1oh was then onl.y- a swamp site. was 

drawn to Pie~ -OOYe to 1862 prenous. After Fennville. then known 

as Fenn's Kills. was founded in 186.2 until 18Vl. when the rail.­

road was established the lumber and shingles from there went to 

market over this pier. The lumber :from the Phillips mill th.at 

stood on the southeast quarter of section u. genges· township "8-Si 

also hauled to tbs pier -for sh1pnent. A11 of this was 1n ada1 tion 

to the out cf the Squ.1-ers mill at Pier Cove • ill o:f this lumber. 

ahlngl.es .. cord wood. tan bark and miscellaneous o-ther freight 

created an 1.mmen-se amottI1t of traffic at Pier Clove .• 

The first post offioe 1n western A.1:legan Cou.nty was estab­

li.shed there in 18.54 two -ye a.rs after Mr. Squ.iers had settled 

there. Sam 'Ph.om~aon was the :ft1~st poat ir~ster. The post office 

was maintained at this pla-ce until l.882 vm.en Martin Pratt moTed 

it to t11e site of the gang-es post of-f'iee. o:f late years. In the 

ear.ly sixties ther-e lf.tere -four s·tore-s. s post offioe. a saloon. 

a hotel. the Squiers & Cronson saw mill. a blacksmith and a 

repair sh6p. a grist rt11ll and also a fsnn1n,e mill sh-op Olf!led by 

R. rr. Goodrich. whiai1 ~.¥BD 011 t1'1e flat behind tl'1e f:Jaw :iill about 

in 1865 or GO. 

In 1869 there were l.0 streeta, 139 lots in the survey. 34 

·n~1ildiugs • ir1cl11.di 11g t}1e :fm.1r stores the post o:f'fi~e the saloon 

a iarge hotel. the saw mill. the repair shop. the grist mill. a 

sohool at the southern lLmits snd a church at the northern i1m1ta 
{?) 
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of the Village. 

Among those who engaged in the meroantile lm.sineas dnring 

the life of the burg were Kessrs. Raymond. (:father of Jtrank). 

wsi ter Bill.ings. J. S. Payne. ( who al.so owned the sal.oon) • L. 

Weaver. A. o. Collins. and B. F. Ball. 

llrs. s. G. Fiegert. who oame to ganges township in l.856 

aaii in that J'ear Giles Roe Jewell lnlilt the fi rat par-t o~ the 

hotel. at the Cove. later he built another having a hall. on the 

seoona fl.oor. There 1s some dif:terenoe of opinion as to the 

date the house wae 't~11-t. 

This hotel was the onJ.y one in ganges township. and ~or a 

time was a popa.l.ar assembl.ing plaoe for e1e ct ions and. sociai 

gatherings. 

non Christmas eve. J.8'11." said an ol.d settl.er. "101 couples 

danced in the hotel. hall. music being fnrn.ished by the Chase 

Orchestra rt, a :Local. newspaper printed the f·ol.lowing as of Oct­

ober 2~. 1869. ff~e dance at Pier Cove· was quite well attended 

and the participants seemed to enjoy- themsel.ves very much. we 

believe llr. Cook. the proprietor. o:f the hotel. is wel.l versed 

in keeping a public· house.u 

The grist mill was probab1y the oldest and the .last building 

o-f oJ.d Pier Oove remaining in rnore modern times. T'.ne sawn1111. 

the stores, the post o£f1oe. the hotel. a.nd the other buildi.r.a.gs 

were built. served their purp-ose and fell L~to disuse I aberi.don­

ment and then either went to pieces or were torn dowa. The last 

St1rvivors were the o1d grist mills a.n.d. the piers. 

Between 1848 and 1853. Charles Richards came to Fier Cove. 

put a dam aoros-s the creek: and set up a building and started a 

wood turning and :f'J.1rniture shop. A~ter mnnL,.g the shop a few 

<a) 



years. he a-old it to a llr. Nicho1s who put 1n a m111 sWne on 

the seoond floor and convertad this fl.oar into the grist mill 

1n about 1860. This mill changed hands several 'times until a 

Mr. El4Gridge · the last owner who operatecl tt. 

lie operated the 11.our ana ~•4 mill until the dam washed 

out abon-t 1880 and the mill was never starffd agat·n. but remained 

as one of lhe old land marks of Pioneer iays. 

SAW MI LL SOLD 

i'he Sq11l·e:rs an4 C11Cnson saw mill was later sol.4 to RaJD10!14 

& Abho4". fte:, opera.tea it ~or aoma itlllf1. In 1869 the m1ll waa 

soll to Penn and Loomis and was moYed to !'ennville. 

The r:emoYBl. o~ tbe saw mill. to ~ennnlle was the beginning 

O'f t.be end. o'f old tlma Pier Oove. 'l!le cense o~ 11's remoYa1 was 

the laok of saw timber within reaob of 'the mill. The oord wooa. 
and tile tan bark alm disappeared and the sarroanding oo untry 

had been ;,orked over into agricul.tural. and f:mit land. 

The raiiroad at Fennvtl1e bad been placed in operation 1n 

1871. Pennville· was becoming active as a transports.ti.on and 

commercial eenter wh1eh el.imtnaw the need to a great exient as 

a ro-tal out1e~ by wa7 of the lake and there was l.it-tle need 

.left -:for the pi.er ai, a trading point. 

11/hen M:r. Squie.rs •disposed of his mill he had exehanged it 

for a fa:rm in the S&'D& county located i:n t.he s.w. corner of sec­

tion 32. Saugatuck: township on the 18.ke shore at the end of the 

town .line between Ssugatuok and ganges township. Here he built­

a home and lived with his £am11y until. his death which occurred 
(9) 



A~r the dcat.h O'L. Jlr. Squiers Mrs. Squiers sol.a. her fam. 

and moved back to Pier Cove with her tan.ily where she l.ivei for 

many years 1'1,h her daughters Annis and Ann. when the eh1l.dren 

went to sohool. Annis was m&rrie.d 1n this home to Wm. llbb7 

Janllary l.,. 18---. 

It had been the habi~ of Harrison Hutchins of Fennville to 

distribute su~pl1es of provisions end wood to the wodows and ttn­

fortnna'tes throughout the e.ountr:,side. He never de11vered them 

however. in person. I't so happened that h.1s brother Alvin. whose 

wi~ bad died. made some of these del.iveries to Jars. Squiers. A 

friendship sprung up bet~veen 'them that culminated 1n their marriage 

December 25. l.8?'7. She and her dmghter Ann then moved t-o his 

home near FennVil.l.e \1here she lived unti1 her death :MaJ" 22. 1886 .. 

mm OF PIER COVE 

One by one the stores o.losed and were torn down or were moved 

away. The blaeksmi th and repair shop was discontinued for w-~t 

of patronage and the hotel ceased to operate. After l.880 that 

the church. post o:f.':f.ioe and ·school were moved to whs:t was later 

known as the Ganges corners. Although new piers were built in 

the later fru.it era the old pier had gone out by way of the ice 

an.d the sea. Al1 that remained to repr~sent the business of 

former years was the old red grist mill which was being operated 

by its last owner Joseph E.ldridge and which ceased to operate a 

little .tater when the dam was washed out. 

The pieturesqn.e old strnetltre stood for man.y years 11i th its 
(lO) 
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great water wheel. sagging away from. its or1gina1 post ticm. a 

roment-10 reminder EX!_ an nearq forgot~en pas4t. IJ!he atll found­

a-t1on ft.nal.l,y am.nibl.ed awa7 and 'the whole s-tme~ atartetl to 

-;oppJ.e over into the PQn4-• 

In Ul5-it gave wa7 to a small qolone and emmbl.ed into 

a mass 0£ broken boards arul timbers. 

In 19J.6. o. c. S7Jlllll0l1S. of Chicago. the owner of 'the larut 

was ob11ge-d to· tear it 4own.. Hiatori.c Pier Oove belonged to 

the ages. 4£o-r t\ was no more. 

(ll) 




