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PREFACE. 

This work wns undertaken through ~ desire · of i-,onie 
.·, 

of the f aruily to have a record preserved, as perfect as . it 
can be obtained, of the eruigration to, nnd the settle1nen-t 
of their ancestors in this eountry ; nnd al8o of t~1e situntion 
and <'onnection of their descendants at the ·present tin1e: 
\Vhi)e there are s0111e f nrnilies throu~hout this country 
either hearing this sarne na1ne or being descendants there­
f ron1, and which are not inclu<.Jed in this work,. it. 1nust be 
understood thnt we hnve herein traced 1nerelv the descend-., 

ants of Carl (Clu~rles, Sr.,) Shoemaker, who was a- grandson 
of ,Jacob Hchurnnrher (now Shoe1nuker), who e1nigrnted to. 
this country frotn Creshei1n, Gerrnany, 911 _the gpod ship 
;\1nerica, with F1·ancis Daniel Pastorious and party, on the 
l6tlf of August, H>82. 

rl~hese records date fron1 the first. en1igrant tp thi~ 
country l?Y the ~nrne of Sho¥111aker, so- far us we kno,v, 
and continues theit· genealogy to the p1·esent tin1e. 
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nf &~nemakersnille. Ja. 

HE Shoenlaker fatnilv is one of the oldest in the 
~ : . :~ : . 

State of Pennsylvania, its ancestry dating back to 

pre-Revolutionary times. Jacob Schumacher (no,v 

Shoe1naker), Georg Wertmuller, Isaac- Dilbeck, 

Tune I{unders, Arents Klincken, Denis J{undore . or 

Conrad, arrived from Cresheim, Germ.any, on the good ship 

America., witn Francis Daniel Pastorius and part.y, on the 

sixteenth of 4-ugust, 1682, and settled in what is. now Gern1an­

town. Pastorius located where he laid out Germantown the 

sa1ne year in ,~rhich he and ~is party arrived in Philadelphia ; 

the land of the Gerrnantown settlement having been ta_ken up 

by them on October 12, 1682. The town fornled by this com;_ 

pany consisted of thirteen f a~ilies, but in less than five years 

fifty houses had been erected. Pastorious had un ii1terview 

with Conrad at Cref elt, Gerrnany, April 12, on . his way to 

Atnerica. The first religious rnceting, by (}uakers, or Friends, 

was held at this sa111e Conrad's house, in Germnntown, 168~l. 
• i'· 

Out of their Gern1antown ho1nes, these. emigrants carried 
' .. ; ~ . . 

the teachings of their fathers. It was because of the hatred of 

tyranny by these early settlers, and their love of honie nnd 

country, that they sought an_ asylun1 here. It was because of 

this that the blood of these early e1nigrants can1e to he an1ong 

the first that flowed into the veins of the new Christian Co1n­
monwealth .. The first protest against slavery- a public 



4 THE SHOEMAKER FAl'-ULY 

protest- was written by that noble-spirited Gern1f)n Quaker, 

Francis Da~i~l Pnstorit1s, ~!-1 1688, and signed by hiln and a 

few of his felihw countrymen. Of-Pastorius Whittier has.sung 

in his "Pen•~~~lvania Ger1nan," and of him his race is pr~ud. 

This COffi.P,Gny of emigrants, Germantown Quakers untler 

the Germanto,vn cbarte1· of 1690, headed by Pastorius, bought 
' ' ,, . ' . 

25,000 acres of land from .. William Penn .. · Pastorius wns 

nppointed q.,t.torney for the con1pnny'.. .Jacob· Scluuacher 

(8hoemake1·) ,vas 1nnde sheriff of Germanto,vn in 1690. He 

n1nrried l\tlargaret ------. Their children were C:eorg, 

Thomas, Susaunn and .Jacob, .Jr. In 17~5 Changton Monthly 

:\Ieeting issued_ a certificate recon1mending J acoh Sclnnnnchel, 

a merchant, and his fn1nily to Philndelphia ?donthly l\Ieeting. 

About this titne he moved to Philadelphia. He was ·17 years 

old when he curne to this country, a brother of Geol'g and 

Peter Schu1p;.lcher, und died in 1722. 

Sarnh Shoenutker, oldest daughter of Georg nnd Sarah 

Shoelnaker, arrived in the colony some n1onths in advance of 

her mother (a widow), brothers nnd sisters, having nceorn-
. . 

punied her uncl~, Peter Hehurnacher, in the ship Frances and 
' 

Dorothy, which arrived nt Philadelphia, October 16, 168fi. 

The n•arringe ciertificnte of her brothei\ Georg Shoetnaker, 

and Sarah )Yall is in the custody of the Historic~l Society of 

Penrn•;ylvani~l. Georg was u very successful f nr1ner or 

''planter," as he was denorninated in early deeds. He bera1ne 
' . . 

the posscsso'r · of large landed e:;;tntc~s, nn.d was also a tnnnert 
. ' 

his yards being located on the east i:;ide of York H.oad, south 

of 'rncony (~reek. 
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Isaac, a brother of Georg and Sarah Shoemaker, born_ in . 
Gertnany in 1669, when a young man, n1oved from Cheltenha1n 

to Germantown, wher~ his uncle, Peter Shoerr1aker, had sett~ed 

ln 1685. Here was established the well-known Germantown 

branch of the Shoe1naker family. Isaac Shoen1aker becari1e a 
,,,l· 

man · of note, i11?t only locally, but in the· country at larg~, 

serving as sheriff of the county in 1695-6, an·d . as burgess · in 

1706. We learn from the minutes of the Provincial Council 

that ".Isaac Shoemake1· and his cousin, Peter Shoe1naker, were 
. . 

authorized to arrange with workmen to buq(r a prison house 

a.nd put up stocks as· soon as possible." 

Isaac Shoernaker was engaged in business as n tanner, his 

yards being on l\Jain street (now Gerrnantow.n avenue), enst of 

the present Coulte1· street. That he was a progressive citizen 

and interested in the 1noral and intellect_ual welf a.re -of the 

eon_1munity, n1ay be inferred fro1n the fact that he co1~ tributed 

to the fund for the ereetion of a Friends' ~I.eeting House· in 

Gern1antown in 1706, and ,vas a. patron , of the f arnous school 

estahlisl,ed by Fra1~cis Daniel Pa::;torius, the greatest scholnr 

of his titne in Pennsylvania. 

The hotne of Isaac Shoemaker· was near the corner of 

l\lain street (now Ger1nantown avenue) and· Shoer~aker Lane 

(now Penn street). This horne remained in the possession of 

the Shoetnaker family for over a century, until 184:3, wheu it 

was razed . 

.Jncob Shoernnker, Jr., and Eliznbeth Roberts were 1nnrried 

"2 n10. 24 day 1724." lfe was nppointed sheriff of Philndel­

phin. f rorn 1770 to 177:!. 
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He~{f and Carl (Cµarles, Sr.). sons of Jaco_b Shoemaker1 

Jr., move9 from Germantown, Cheltenham Parish or Township, 

to Shoemakersvillc-th~n a dense forest, aln1ost nn unbroken 

wilderness-~bont the yenr 1765, where Henry ~uilt the first 

stone hoqs.e in 1768. He afterward sold it to his brother, 
. '· ' 

Charles, Sr., who occupied it until death. 

In the living room of the old house, still in good condition, . 
are paintcq these words : 

'' Gott segne dieses House 
U nd alles wa,c; do geht ein tind ous ; 

Gott allein die Ehr." 

rrhe~~ lines were coverecl ove1·. with .whitewash for many 

years, until finally in scraping off the lin1e they were brought 

to light again.· 

A m~i~ble tablet is built into the gable end _of .the. house, 

upon whicl~ is inscribed, "H. & C. ·8. 1768." 

ChurJ~s Shoemaker, Sr., was born in Gertnantown in 1735, 

and dieq j~ Shoen1nkersville i11 April, 1820. He married ~larin 

Kepner, ~lrughter of Benedict Kepner, n 1niller of B~rn rrown­

ship (now ·uern Station), ov;ner of a grist n1ill, tannery,· 150 . . 
acres of land, two horses, five head of cattle _and four sheep. 

j~ . 

The ·1?ill ca.me _into the possession of the Fisher family in 
. . 

1839, and was purchased from a Peter Bright,. who sold it 

because he wanted to get nearer to the Union Canul, and for 

that reason bought a property near Bernville. A few years 

later the Schuylkill Canal iu1d the Philadelphia & H,eading 

Railroad were built, both passing within a qunrt~r of n 1nile 
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of the mill. Several yenrs ngo the whole exterior of the mill 

was given a co~ting of cement to preserve the wails, which 

were apparently too weak to carry the strain that would come 

upon then1 fr~m the heavy rolls about' to be installed. ·For 

three genera~ions this mill has been owned by the Fisher 

family nnd h~~ been in continuous operntion. The builder 

built well, as the years have made little impression upon the. 

old mill, ,vhich in its enrlier days sheltered tpe l{epner f umily, ,· 
dwelling rooms occupying one end of the structure, the usuul 

custo1n then among n1iH owners. It nlso served as a refuge 
ii ' 

from Indian attacks nnd was known as '' l{epner's Fort." The 

mill is no~v known ns the" :\[onarch Roller.~lills," · Fisher & Co., 

proprietors. 

After the dent.h of Charles 8hoe1n:iker, Sr., his wife, ~Iarin, 

1noved to her daughter Hophin·, n1nrried · to ,Jacob Huey, of 

"\Veidenshollen," a beautiful home east of Leesport '['his 

home, owned later by Adam Huey Gernant, is now the prop­

erty of .John Unger, fnther-in-lnw of Rev, E<lwi~ Gernant, of 

Townndn, Pn. 

Henry and Carl Hhoen1uker. frequently went to ~~urope, 

and on one of these trips brought with the1n a pipe organ for 

the stone mansion at S~oemakersville. The 8hoernaker f an1ily 

were f nrmers, tanners, n1erchants nnd statesrnen. During 

Revolutionary days the men were away frorn hoine attendi_ng 

to affairs relating to their country-the wornen in their :ibsence 

nobly taking their places. A tannery was owned and operated 

by the brothers, Henry nnd Carl, Sr., situated on the enst bnnk 
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of the Schuylkill river at Shoen1akersville, bark for which 

was crushed ,vith stones by the wornen. 

In 1765, Charles· Shoetnnker, Sr., bought of William 

Penn large sracts of land, a pnrt of which was situated 'in 

)Vindsor Township,· Berks County, a .pnrt in Buffnlo Valley, 
~ . 

Union County, nnd a part near Shnrnokiri. 

The t~act of land in the vicinity of Shamokin -\vas 

used for pastu1·age for the .. Shoen1nl~er herd of cattle, the 
·' ' 

nnin1nls g{ij~ing there fron1 early in th~ Spring until lnte ii1 

the Fall. All ·of . the cattle were branded with un ''S'' to 

identifv them in cnse of theft or by ·sti•nying to other herds 

in that region. 

Charles Shoemaker, Sr., also owned ·ull of the land_ 

near Orwi~sburg ·.where the Schuylkill County _Almshouses 
now are. 

1 

Tl~is . property . was later owned _by · h_is· son, 
. . 

Charles, 1~·., ,vho. was the first Judge of_ the Court of 

Schuylkill p~n1nty, Orwigsburg being then t,l~e County sent. 

Charles. Shoemaker, Sr., ex-erted a lnrge influence in. the 

politics _and business of the upper section of Berks County. 
Ile represented the County in the Provineial Conference, 

and also in the Constitutional Convention of 1776. He wns 

appointed, in 1777, ns one of the Justices of the Peace of 

Berks Cot\UtY for the tern1 of seven years, and u~ its 

expirution he wns re-uppointecl, serving until the· adoption 

of the Constitution of 1790. He also officiated as a Judge 

of the Courts from 1785 to 1790. 
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The State · Assernbly, in·,'. December, 1777 ,.- appoit_1ted and 

en1powered ~im to solicit nnd take- subs~riptions 4 •for -the 

Gontinental Loap. This service required a large rneasure 

of ability to· fU}fill the duties required. He ·.was sncce_ssful 

in obtaining qt1ite n nu1nber of subscriptions from various 

citizens of Berks County toi carry on the war .,vith Englund. 
l .·· . . 

At the close of the l{evolutionary War niuch loss was suffered 
. ~ '. . 

by far1ners and merchants from non-rede1nption of the loans· 

they had rnad~ to theil' country in· its extremity ; these · good 

people showed their patriotisn1 in -deeds instead of words. 

Charles Spoetnaker, Sr., acted as one. of the _Co1ni:11ission­

ers who asserpbled at New Haven, Connecticut, in November, 

1777, to regulate the price of commodities in· the Colonies. 

He represented the County in the General Asse1nhly for twelve 

years-· I 7!12 to 1801 and in 1810 nnd l812- and \\'US in 

the· Senate fo1· four years -1813. to 1817. · He died l\Iarch 
t • . 

27, 1820, aft.rr living in 1·etire1nent for severnl · years, aged 

78 years, 2 •.uonths und 2H clays. 

"Ruhet he-ir i1n /{. uhle·,i Shoze der Erden." 

His surviving children were fiye sons and three dai1gh­

ters: Samuel, Charles, Jr., Jacob 3rd, · Benjnniin, Johri, 

Sophia (rnarried to Jacob. Huey, of "Widenshollen," East 

Lee~pol't), Catharine (nutrried to .J acoh Dunkel), and l\lary 
l 

(married to Benjnrnin ,I(epner). 

l\Iaria l{ep~er, wife of Charles Shoernaker, Sr., was born 

in February, 1746, 1narried April 22 l7H7, _had 9 ·children, 
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48 grand ch~ldren and 36 great grand children. She died 

Septernber 3, 1831, aged 85 yeurs and 7 · days. Her funeral 

text was Psahn 116: 7-9, with the following inscription upo11 

the ton1bstone : 

Ootles R-uli, Heiniga.ganen Jindest du, 

Allen Tta'l,.n:gen und A1 uden, 

Geibt die lit utte1· l?rde, Frieden, 
. . 

Sanft und niildt -decke d-ich zu · 
Gotte,q Ruh. 

Charles Shoen1nker, ,Jr., wns born nt ·shoemnkersville 

June 19, 1779. Ile· married El~znbeth l\ershner, of Phi la­

delphia rrownship (now Perry Township), November 22, 1801.. 

They commenced housekeeping in the .lnrge log inn which he 

hnd built t
1

he previous year. In this inn all of t_heir children 

were born except the two youngest, who were born in their 

new ho1ne, built in 1820, across the street fron1 -the inn. The . . 

inn was torn down in 1880 and the ~'letropolitn·n Hotel erected 

on the site. 

From October, 1791, to 1800, Charles Shoernnker, ,Jr., 
• j 

served ns Representative fron1 Berks County, and agnin in 

180H and 1811. fie was elected Senator in 1812. He 

served in the Wnr of 1812 ns Quarter l\Inster of the Brigade 

of Pennsylvania Troops conunanded by Brigadier-General 

,John Adams. He died November 8, 1822, while se1·ving as 

Associate ,Judge of Berks County. _ 
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The children of Charles Shoe111aker, Jr., and his wife, 
\ . . 

Elizabeth I{ershner Shoen1aker, were : 

Sophia, born ,June 26, 1802, died July 15,. 1807; 

Elizabeth, borp .January 8, 1804, died February 20, 1896; 

Susanna, born November 21, 1806, died July 14, 1891: 

,Joseph, born Pecember, 1807, enlisted in the ·Civil War nnd 

never returned, being nu1nbered with the unkno_wn dend; 

Hannah, born .June 20, 1810, died September 28, l 8i9 ; , .. j;J · 
Sarah, born ,June 10, 1811, dierl February 5, ~885; __ .C~~rles ~ . ,()bi,_. 
3rd, born July ao. 1813, wns killed, about 1840, hy_ n_~ ~-: . 

... falling tree while cutting timher in Venango Con~t_l.1_ ~dwnrd,~" ... ~-

6orn May 8, 1816; died September 10th, 1904: Rebecca, biirn ~~~_}J 
October 20, 1817; Sophia, horn .January 20, j820; .Jnmes ~-~ 

Monroe, born ,January 15, 1822, died .JUne 31, 1823. 1~~ 
The first. hotel in Shoemakersville, a large log house, was 

6 
~ . -

built by CharJps Shomnaker, Jr., and conducted by hin1 for 

n1any yen.rs. The fan1ous Cole1nan Line Stnge Coaeh, operat-

ing stage lines fro1n Philadelphia to W 01nelsdoi•f, Leb:inon, 

Harrisburg, Laqcaster, Allentown, Easton, Sunbury _and other 
' '. 

towns, in 1828 · established a daily stage f ron1 Pottsville via 

Rending to Philadelphia nnd n1ade Shoeinakersv~l.le one of 

their stopping places. . 

Charles Shoemaker, .Jr., later built a hrick house opposite 

the inn, into which he moved with his fnn1ily nnd where he 

died. His widcnv left Hhoe1nakersville with her nine children 

and moved to her old ho1ne, then occupied by her brother, 
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John J(ershner, nn<l fnniily. Years· Inter .when her. youngest 

daughter, Sophia,_ wns: married to Charles Huey ~lohr_, of 

~-Iohrsville,, she went. to live with her nt l\lohrsville, ,vhere she 

died. l\lay · 24, 1849. She wns buried at Zion's Church by 

the side of her husband and tunong his people. . 
d . . 

In 1812 ,' Colonel George Shoernn ker · discovered . coal. in 

Schuylkill· County nnd hauled twelve wagon :·loads. of the 

fuel· to Plliladelphin, where he sought a market .for .it. · I-le 
r 1 :i . 

sold two ~ond~, but the peopie ~not knowing Jlow to use thi_s 

newly discpvered fuel declined to buy any rnore and th~ other ., 

ten wngori londs hnd to be· given nwny. 
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The first house of the settler wus built of logs, the;•chinks 

iaubed with clay, a11·d ti~~ roof tha'tched with long gt:ass. 1 n 
,he later and better cinss. of·· dwellings _·the lo~s were· hewn 

~quare .. so ns to need no chinking, the win~o,vs· consiste~ - of 
~wo rsn1all lead fran1es 1 set with ,a few tiny µiarnond-shaped 

)anes of glnss ( or sorne_tiin.~s . oiled pape1:) and hinged. so us to 

lpen outward against the house·, the doors ,xere of onk plunk 

1nd were .secnu:ely f nstened nt night hy heavi}' wooden cross­

~urs. In the center of the house ro~e a s~one , 1.0~· 1,brick 

~hitnney, aµout t'Yelve feet square at the ,base, affording a 

~replace large enough for sen ts to _be ·placed at ·the side. To 

·' lay the fire", was no small matt.er·: for· the· back u huge 

"back log," perhaps four feet _-long, ,v.ns ro lied in ; · then pn 

the andirons was placed a ''front log': ;,))etween .these were 

piled enorruous qnn~tities of s1nnll wood. 

The kitchen and' the Hbest room" were the chief npnrt-

1nents~ In tJ1e_ kitchen the center. of attraction was th~ grent 

firepl:tce, with its swinging crane and pot-hooks to hold the 

iron pots for cooking. A brick oven was built beside the 

chirnney. l'1is wns heated by a fire of fii1e "kindlings," then 

swept clean, and the hread or beans set in to hnke. !\'latches 

had not been invented, nn<l the fire was carefully kept over 

night in tl~e ashes. If it- unfortunately "went out'_' it wns 

relighted by sparks frotn ,. ~he flint and steel, or by live coals 

hrought frotn n nei~hbor's.hfnrth. The roon1 was rarely seven 



l4 • THE SHOEMAKER FAMILY 

teet high, nnd from the bare joists overhead hung bunches of 

llerbs, se~~ corn, and long strings of drying• ·apples~ The ... 
furniture was plain : a tall wooden clock : . a high-backed 
\Vooden settle; a dresser: set out with the cherished· pewter 

rlishes ;, a spinning "'heel, and pe1·haps n · loorn for weaving. 

The '' best roo1n" was used only on st.nte occasion~.· The 
. . 

andirons were of brnss that shone like gold. O_n the . nlantel 

3helf stoo<l the high brass candlesticks and _the accompanying 
. . 

tray and snuffers. Here, too, wns the libr3:ry, containing ~ 

few well rf.ad hooks-for hooks were .scarce nnd costly, and 

rending was n. serious matter, tnken up for iinprovernent and 

not for pust-time. Among those few books were sure to be 
r. 

Found the fa1nily Bible, Bunyan's '' Pilgrirn's Progress/' 

Young's "Night 'l'houghts," Watt's '' Improven1ent of the 
,· 

:Mind," Fox's ·' Book of l\Iartyrs," Addison;s "Spectator,"· nnd 

~lilton's "Pnrnclise Lost." 

The front door wns decornted with n huge. hrnss knocker. 

The i\listress spun, wove, and stored her househo,d linens 

in crowded chests, nntl scrubbed and scoured her floor ·and 

wood work. The hnppy burghers hrenkfasted at dawn, dined 

nt eleven, and 1·etired at sunset. On dark evenings, as fl,gqide 

for belated wanderers, lighted candles were placed in the front 

windows. 

In Colonial tirnes nearly all kinds of industry were ca·rried 

on in ways very different f rorn those of to-<lay. There w·as 

very little 1nachinery in the country, nnd n1any tools thnt nre 
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now comrnon were unkno,vn ; therefore it took nntch rnore 

labor to produce a _hushel of whent, or n pair of shoes, or a. 

pound of nails. The people also lacked very mnny things 

necessary to our comfort and convenience to-day, either 
I 

because such articles had not yet been invented, or beenuse 

they cost too much. In farming, the chief occupation of the 

country, the colonists had the advantage of a fertile soil: land 

was plentiful and cheap, and when one field was worn out it 

was abandoned for a new one. The farming implements. were 
: t 

few and rlun1sy' compared with those used by f nrmers to-day. 
. . 

Grain was sown by hand, reaped with sickles, and threshed· 

with flails. Grass was cut with scythes, arid the hay gathered 
. . . 

up with hand rakes. 

Calfskin shoes, up to the tin1e of the Revolution, were the 
I 

exclusive property of the gentry ; far1ners, 1nechanics, and 

workingn1en generally were clothed. in· red or green · baize 
.~· ' 

jackets, leather or striped ticking breeches, and ·heavy co,v-
hide shoes-al~ home made. The women wore lin~ey-wooJs~y. 

~{any sheep were raiseq for their wool. Beside wool, pr.acti­

cally the only fibers produced were flax, he1np and silk: 

Great forests supplied plenty of fuel, and enough lun1ber was 

sawed for the needs of the colonies. l\Iuch wood was burned 

merely for the ashes, fron1 which were made potash and 

pearlush. Among the chief colonial mnnufactures were flour, 

lenther and leather goods, hats, bricks, and coarse cloths and 

clothing, n1ade n1ostly in the household. 
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In household 1nanuf acturing the women plnye<l ~ very 

important part : beside spinning and wenving the flax and 

wool, they t\yed and knit., n1ade soap and candles, ai:id did 

n1any othef things that girls nowadays never -learn to d~. 

1\f rs. Washington, it is said, kept sixteen spinning wheels 

running. The soldiers of the Revolution were clad rnuinly 

in homespun. 

On one occasion forty or fifty young ladies, who cnlle4 

themselves '' l)aughte1·8 of Liberty," brought. their spinning. 

wheels to the house of Rev. ~1r. l\Iorehead, in Boston, and 

during the day spun 232 skeins of yarn·, which they presented 

to their pastor. Within eighteen n1onths by one f a1nily in 
. . 

Newport, 487 yards of cloth and 86 ·pairs of stockings had 

be.en spun nnd knit. The ladies in their ten drinking, used 

instead of irnported tea, the dried lenves· of the rnspberry.' 

~Iinisters' salaries were genernlly paid in produce -

wheat, corn, beans, hacon, wood, etc. On one occasion 150 

beaver skins were received. A fnrn1 of 100 · acres was set 

apart by law for each clergyruan, nnd nlso n portion of the 

"hest and first gathered corn." 

The usunl n1ode of trnvel ,vns on foot or horse-back ;· the 

trip fron1 New York to Philadelphia occupied three days if 

the wind was fair. Until nfter the R.evolution, the 1nails were 

carried by post.riders on· horseback. ]~ven a briµegroon1, 

were he rich or poor, who sought a wife in a distant inlnn<l 

town, rode there on hor~ehnck and hron~ht his. bride horne on 
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a pillion behincl hin1. There were few wheeled vehicles until 

near the end of the colonial period, and eyen these few went 

out of tise during the Revolution. 

In all of t}le Colonies there were many white indentured 
! !, 

servants-persons who were bound to service for some fixed 

period of time, during which they were. little better th~n 

slaves. There were also negro slaves in every Colony, those 

in the North b~ing chiefly house. servants. 
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Elizabeth Shoemaker. 
Eliza\~eth Shoemaker married Solomon Albright in 1844. 

She had six .step children : One wus Lieutenant-Colonel 
Charles A!bri_ght, n lawyer, of Mnuch Chunk; John and 
Henry, of' l?e:iding; l(itty, wife of Heriry Brobst, of Rehrers­
burg; :Mary, wife of -- Loose, of Myerstown; Harriet, wife 
of Frank l,Yagner, of Wagner's l\lills, in Upper Bern~ ~Irs. 

"" Elizabeth S. Albright· lived with Harriet ·A. Wagner after sh_e 
was a widow. 

Harriet A. W ngner hnd two children·: Anson and Annie. 

Annie married Levi Stoudt, of Shoe1nakersville .. They 
had one daughter, Elizabeth Albright Stoudt. Levi Stoudt 
die.I nnd the family n1oved to Harn burg. Some years later 

. . 

Annie W. Stoudt was married to Rev. Percy Shelley, pastor of 
the H,efor1~ed Church, at Hamburg. Later they n1oved to 
Florida and took Grandmother Albright with the1n.. Several 

.. ij; . 

years later they returned to Slatington, Lehigh County~ where 
Elizabeth S. Albright died and was buried nt St. ~lichnel's 
Church, in JJpper Bern, on the farnily burial grounds . 

. ; l 

Elizabeth A. Stoudt rn~rried Thomas Robinson; Ca1:nac 
Street, Phfladelphiu. 



, 

ELIZABETH K. ·SHOE:\IAKHR ALBRIGHT. 
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Susanna Shoemaker. 
Susanna Shoemaker wns n1arried t_o Abran• Fisher; of 

Heidelberg, S~ptember 3rd, 1830. He died January 5th, 1843, 
leaving six c}iildren._ Six· ·years later she 1narried ·Sainuel 

~ . . . 

Stepp. They had one son, James. Susanna S.·Stepp died ~t 
lVlohrsville in 1~85. · 

James Stepp, of ~1ohrsvill.e, n1nrried Sara (nee Hnag), 
widow of Peter· l\'letz, of ~ernville. They reside at !\'lohrs­
ville, where ,Jnnies Stepp is· senior partner of Stepp & Heffner, 
proprietors of- the l\1ohrsville Box 1'1lanufacttiring 901npuny .-

One gra1'~son of Susanna S. Fisher,· William Fry,• of 
1\iloh1·sville, m:~1Tied Elmira Peters, of Shoemakersville. _ They 
reside at 8hoernakersville. Willian1 I~ry is· the Station_ ~laster 
at Mohrsvill~ for the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Coru­
pany. 

Willin1n Jrisher nuirrie<l l\linnie lHmer, of Loudonville, 
Ai;;;hlund County, Ohio. He is a leading 1nerchnnt of the city. 
They have fi~·e children : Howard, Ernrna, Susan, l\Iary 
and Charles. · 

Susan wns n1arried to n ~Ir. Yates, \vho died a fe,v yen rs 
ago, leaving one child. 

Charles Fisher mn~-ried Polly Savage, of Upper Bern. 
They had two daughters: Alma and ~lrrgaret. Charles Fisher 
died in l{end~n~ in 1878, his wife hnving died nt :\lohrsville in 
1868. 

Ahna Fisher n1arrietl \Villia111 Spo1u,lcr, of ~lilton, where 
they reside. 
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i\1largaret Fisher n1n1Tied Levi Kurtz, of ]leading. 
have two daughters. 

They . 

En,ma Fisher Jived with her nged 1nother at :\lohrs,;ille, 
and still lives. there in t,he old ho1ne.. · 

~Iargaret FiRher, of lVIohrsville, married ,Jncoh Snyder, n 
'drover. Tfiey_ reside at Sl~oenuikersvill~. One dnughter, 
Alma, died. 'l'wo sons, Lloyd and Charles, and n dai.1ghter, 
Em1na, :ti~d her two children live at hori1e. The oldest ·son, 

N . 

Owen, resides at l\ilohrsville. He hns two children, Alrnii nnd 
Elsie. 



~l1S:\~NA I{. SHOE~1AKER STEPP. 
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Joseph Shoemaker. 
,Joseph I(. Shoen1nker 1narried I\lnry l\liller, of• New Yc~rk, 

who tnught a private school at l(utztown before her marriage. 

They resided iJ1 Heading, Pa., and had six children. Joseph 

IC Shoernnker enlisted as n soldie1· in the Union Ar1ny during 
. . 

the Civil Wnr and n'~ver returned hon1e, his d~ath being un·-

necounted for. His widow tan~ht a private school iri !tending 

for 1nany yenrs. -Their children were: Alfred, l\'lnry Frances, 

Chnrles, Eliza ,Jane, ~[nry Ellen, and Snrah .H.eni;iet.ta. ()nly 

the lnttcr two sur\'i\'e. 

Chnrles . U. Hhoernnker ninrrie<l H_ebeccn Crillrnnn, of 
Rending, Pn. They lu~<l one dnughter, )Jnry Hehercn, who 
survi\'es her piirentR, both of whon1 died in Philndelphin 
sc,·ernl yen rs ~~o. Charles U. Shoen1aker was · a ronthh·tor on 
the~ Philadelphia & Hradinµ: llailron<l. 

Eliza .J nnc Shoerua.ker wns nuuricd to A n10s T. I-I l1 hhnr<l, 
Au~nst. '.!:lrd. ISu(t ~Ir. Hnhhnnl wns nt thut thne engaged 
in the book business in Philadelphia. They had fi ye ·cl1il<lrcn: 
Alf 1·ed ~I wood, \Valtcr \V nrren, Florence ~-Iny, Henry J >n Yid 
and ~luhel E~tclle, the latter Rtill · liYing at hornc. All of the 
others rnnrrie<l, hut Florence died shortly after her 1nnrriugc . . . 

to the ]{ev. llittenhousr. Nci:-.;sce, of Philadelphin. 

Sarah Henrietta ~hoe1nnker inarri('d i\[ r. J)ayid, of New 
York City, ~I arch 3rd, 187ll. Hhe has one son, Dr. Frnn·k 
I-Inines Dnvid, with who1n she re~idr.s in New York City. 
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Hannah Shoemaker. 
Hannnh Hhocrnnker was horn .June 20t.h, 1810. Hhe left 

her hon1e in \Vindsor Township when n _young won\an to live 
with her sister, Sophin 1(., wife of Charles Huey ~lohr, at 
1'1ohrsville. Hhc <lied September 28th, 187!). rind wns _buried 

in the Union Ce1netery at :\Iohrs,·ille. 



11:\~NAII' K. SIIOHl\lAKER. 
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Sarah Shoemaker. 
8urah 8hoen1nker 1narried Thomas l{eber, of ~hoe1nakers­

ville, son of Adan1 nntl ~Iary lleber (born Glasser), of I~utz­
town. They were nul.rried fro1n the ho1ne of her un·cle,·John 
I~ershner, Hr.~ in \Vindsor (now Perry) Township. They went 
to housekeeping on t/1e Reber f nnn in ~laidencreek. Nine 
sons nnd thre~ da~tghters were horn to the1n. 

[Ada1n llehcr and wife (~lary Gl:u,ser) bought nll that tract. 
of land nt Shoen1akersville of Chnrles Shoen1uker, Jr., where 
now the Union Church is built and the Reber farms are. • At 
the death of their son .Jatnes they buried ·him in .a field on the 
f arn1. Luter others buried there, and then father Ada1n Heber 
gaye the ground for a burial place and a church to be built 
there, free of charge. Adnn1 Rebcr's son, Tho1nns Heber, 
nutrried Sn rah Shoen1aker, of Shoe1nukersville.] 

Frnncis S. lleher, Thon1us nnd Sarah Heher's first chHd, 
wus Lorn on the 4th day of l\1urch, 1833, at Shoen1ake1~sville. 
llis god-n1othe1~ wus his grand1nother, :\lrs. Charles Shoemaker. 
In l\fay, 1856, he was 1nnrried to .Mary l\L, daughter of Samuel 

. l • • 

Sullenherge1-. To this union were horn three daughters and 
two sons, nil of then1 hein~ born at 8hoe1nakersville except the 
youngest child, Eugene S., who was born. ut the old Reber 
homestead in Ontelaunee Township, Berks County. Francis 
H. lleber died on the :!:!.nd day of ~larch, l S6H, anti was buried 
in the Union Ccn1ct.ery nt Hhocrnakers\'ille. 

~linerYn 8. Ileber, eldest daughter, was born on the 21st 
day of April, 1857. She was n1arried on the 5th day of ,July, 
1 ~S 1, at Hhoen1akrrR\'ille, to Eii D. Conrad, of Lebanon, P~~-
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They wrnt ,vest. nrnl lived in Bible (h·ove, Clny ('ounty, 
1 llinois, for sorne tirne nnd then 1noved to Altnn1ont., Effing­
hnni ( 'ounty, 1 llinois, their present place .of reshlencc. 'l'o . ' ' 

this union were horn four dnu~hters: Ahnn. Bertha, · Mnry 
Lnvinia, Lnurn nnd Ednn ,Jnli:i. Eli 1). Conrn<l died suddenly 
on the 8th clny of Deceanber, H)0ti, nt · Alt:unont., ai1<1 wus 
huried in the lJnion Cernetery nt thnt pince. 

Alrnn B. Conrad hns just finished a t,,·cJ-yenrs cou,··se in 
the Univer~jty of Illinois, at Chnn1pnign, Ill. She won n 
scholarship HJ.HI is entitled to n full eourse. 

I . 

~lnry f.J. Conrad gr:uhwted front th~ Altnn1ont. lli~h 
Hehool nnd nt present is a co1npositor. 

Lnurn Conrad grndunte<.J fron1 the Altnrnout Hiid1 Hr,hool 
in the Class of 1 non. 

Ednn ,Jnli.n Conr:ul i~ n student. in t.hr. Altnn1ont lliµ;h 
Sehool. 

Hnlinn 8. l!eher wns horn on th" nth day of•.Nc•\'en1her, 

1 ~fin, nnd ,vith her sister, ~lntronn ·s. llehe1·, ,,·ho wns born . ·.. . . 

on the 19th day of Octoher, 1861, Ii ves with their 1uotJ1cr at 

I 01 ~lontgon1er·y Htreet, Newark,. N. ,J., which hns · hecu theil' 

hornc since .1887, when they 1nove<l there fro111 Cent.report, Pu. 
. . 

Their hon1e is in n henutiful loeation nen.r one of the princip~l 
thorou~hfnres of the residential ·section of the c·ity nnd dire<'tly 
opposite t.lu~ St. Bnrna_hns Epi~copnl Ho~pitnl. 

Lloyd H. Heber w:u~ horn on the 4th dny of April, I 8Ga. 

He wns 1narried on the 5th day of No\'etnh~r, ISBO, to Anna 

\V. Htnit.h, of Newark, N .. J. lie is n bookkeeper and they 
reside at 1:11 Houth Tenth Street, Ncwnrk, N .. J. 
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En~ene S. Reher wns born on the 3rd day of July, 1865·. 
lie was 1narried on the 3 I st day of l\lay, 1 UOO, to. Eliznheth 
A<la Cassedy, of \V nterloo, N. J. To this union wus born u 
daughter, 1'Inrjorie Lavinia, on the l6t.l1 day of :\lay, ~ H02. 
Eugene S. Heber is n snles111nn and theii· ho1ne is in y· eronn, n 

1-

residen tinl town of New Jersey. 

Van Btlren S. Reber wns born .July 11 t~1, 1835. .\f tcr .his 
graduation f ron1 the University of Pennsylvania he we1it to 
St. Louis nncl hecnn1e one of the leadi~1g physicians and 
drug~ists of\he city. In 185~ he n1arl'ied Julia Antoinette 
Guion, of St. Louis, by who1n he had fiye children: 'rhon1ns 
L., Francis L., :\lnrie Antoinette, \Vende11··and \'itu·cnt. The 
lntter died. 

Thotnns L. Heber wns horn in 1860 in 8t. Louis. He is 
. . 

n physician in the cit.y of Philndclphi~ :1nd his honie is nt 
175ti St. Pnul Street. In 1 Rfll he n1nrried Rnchel Neff, hy 
whon1 he h:,s one ehild, n hoy. 

Frnncis L~ Reber, horn in 18(;~ in 8t. Louis·, is no\v n 
phnr1nncist in his nntive city. In I 800 he 1nurricd .Johnnnn 
Fitigerald, bv whon1 he had four sons. . .. . 

llnl'ic Antoinette, horn in 1865 in St. Louis, w·as 1nnrl'ied 
in 18HH to l!ichurd T. ~hcchy, of St. Louis. They had five 
children : FranC'cs, ~larie, llelen ,- Elranora nnd Hichnr<l 
\Ven<lell. 

\Vendell, horn in ·1867 in St. Louis, is now nn eye Hurgeon 
in Philadelphia. In H)Ol he rnnrried .Je~~ie Dalry1nple, nf 
thnt city . . 

\'an Buren 8. Reher's first. wife died in 1870, nnd in 187:{ 
he 1nnrriccl Harriet Proctor, of Rt. Louis (horn in Englnntl), 
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hy whon1 he had one other son, Chnrles P., born i11 18,4 in 
Ht. Louis. 

Chnrles P. Heber, who is nn optical 1nerchnnt in ~t. Louis, 
wns 1nnrriec\ in 100!'i to .~lnrie ll nas, lssue, n 1-ye:ir-ol<l 
dnnghter. 

Yan Buren S. He1her die<l in Ht. Lonis. 

· Mayberr4 S. Heber, horn Fehrunry 5th, I 8:J8 .. If e wns :l 

grndunte of f.he U niversit.y of Pennsylvnnin nnd began the . ' 

prnctice of n~~dicine nt Shoernakersville in 1863, nnd con tinned 
there until 18fl-8, when he rnoved with his _ra:ntily to Rending, 
and continues the practice of ruedicine nt Nu. 51 s North 
Ninth Street. \Vhen n young rnnn he t:n•J~ht puhlic scl~oolH 
nt Port Cli~t~n, Becker's, Shalter's, :~nd ~lohr:;ville. l-Ie wus 
1nnrried to Louisa Porr, of Bernville, .July Hit.h ,· J 865. They 
hnd four child1~en, two of thern, Lnurn and Chanabcrs, dying . 

. ])nCosta Reher, son of ~fay berry S. H.eher, 111arried N ota 
I~_unkle, of Sh~c1nakersville, by whoin he hns two· children: 
Ada and Leltoy. l)uCostn is superintendent of the Dust Plant 
of the 8tern.,>~rg Bolt and Nut Works, at He:iding, Pa., hut 
resides nt Shoen1nkcrsville. 

Vil'gie 1'Iny Heber, daughter <>f ~Iayhe1·1·y H. Reher, 1nnr~ 
riecl Stunuel H,eiter, of Shoemakersville. Their only eliild, 
Adn Louisa, died. They reside nt No. 518 North Ninth Street, 
He:ulin~, Pn. 

Chambers S. H.eber, horn ~lnreh 20th, 1840, gradunted 
fro1n the University of Pennsylvania nncl practiced 1nedici1ie 
in the Stnte of ~Ii~sonri until the titne of his death, ~lnrrh 
•)•) · l 1 "-lf!­-•ll ( ' .~,1'. 
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.Jeffer:-;on H. Heber, horn ()ctoher :!nd, 184~!"; died Au.gust 
:list, 18--la. 

~lary S. Jleher, horn August 1Hth, 1844. She went, to 
St. Louis, where she 1narried Ulysses Cotfrvoisir nnd had four 
<"hildrcn. She died in Ht. Louis. 

Lyninn ~- ltcber, born )lny 28th, 18--Hi. I-le grndu:~ted 
fro1n the U ni,,ersity of Pen_nsylvanin and is prncticing 111edi- · 
<·ine in Ht. Louis. lfe n1nrried Louisa Swartz, of ·,:rn1naquu, 
Pn. Their two children, Adn :1nd Roscoe, nre both n1nrried. 

A tlnu~htpr, horn in October, 1848, <lied the sa1ne llH)nth. 

,J:uues 8. Heher, born .June 22nd, 1850. After gr:tcluntin~ 
'r. • 

fro1n the Unh·ersit.y of Pennsylvnnin, ho studied lnw nnd Inter 
took up jnul'nnlisn1. He is the etlitor of a puper published in 
]\ansns City. Ile nwrried .Alire Hnr<lcnstlc, of St. Lo~ti8; nntl 
they hnve tit rce children. . ·. 

\Vitt K. Heber, horn :\la~· ith, l~.5:!. Ile tnarricd ~lnry 
lluey, of Ontrlaunec, hy whorn he has two chihlren, Hoseoe 
nntl Helen. lie <·01ulucts a ~enernl store at Konth K\'nns­
Yille, Pn. 

Heheeca S. HPhcr. horn February 11th, lH.54. ~hP. 
• ! 

n1n1Tie<l Eli J~enunerer, of ~laidencreck, who is n 1ne1nher ·of 
the finn of l~cnunercr.& Zcc\unan, real estate nud insuranee 
ngcnts, Rending, Pn. Their only d1i ld died. llesi(h\nce, 
1108 North Ninth Htrcet. 

Owen S. Hcher, horn Novcn1her 20th, l8f>H, died .Jnnunry 
:!7th, IST>B. 
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Edward K. Shoemaker. 
E<lwnl'd I{. Shoetnnker wns horn in the <>Id Log ·Hotel 

nt Shoernnkel'sville, llny 6th, 1R16. When a · boy h~ lived 

nt H.elnersburg with his cousin, ~lrs. l\itty Alhright Brobst. 

lie suffered l}~uch with wide or white sweHin~. and his c9ttsin, 

Dr. \Vnl'ren Treyon, cured hitn. He often took _cnre of the 

lnte l)r. Edw:u·d Brobst~ of \Yest Leesport, _when the lntter 

wns n child. The doctor wn:•i" horn nt Hehrershurg nnd w:is 

Edwnrd Shoe1nnker's nnmesnke. ,. : i 

When n young 1nan, E<lwnrd K .. Shoeru~iker . tnnght a. 

puhlic scho~ll nt Gnr1nnnsville, Lehigh County, nfter which he -~- . 

clerked in n store at· Steinsville, Pa-.- In· 18!5:3, he wus . 1na1·1·ie<l 

nt \Veisburg, Lehigh Cou~ty, to Finnna Harper, of \Veishurg. 
• I ' • 

After his 111:p-ringc he bought n f arn1 near· Slate <iuarrr, Lehigh 
•! .. I . 

County, nn<l lived there for sixteen years, during ,,·hi.eh tinle 

the following children were horn : Owen, Er~unn, Chnrlcs, 

Tilrn:tn and l~lln. 

In 1860, the fnn1ily n10,·c<l to·T:unnqun, where Edwnrtl _I\. 

Shoen1aker conducted the A1nerican Hotel, on Centre Htrect, 

for two yenrs. They then rnoved to Nqrth Penn, where_ he 

wns lnn<llord of n <~ountry tavern for eight ycnri-;. \Vhile 

living at North Penn another son, Oliver, wns horn. In lH,H, 
Edwar(l I(. Shoernnker 1noved to Lnusford, Carhon County, 
where he conducted a hoteL 

Edward 1(. Hhocnlaker ,liecl at Lnnsford, Hepternher 
I 0th, I 00-1. 



El>\\.ARI> K. SHOEMAKER AND \VIFE. 
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Owen Shoe1nnker 1nnrrie<l l~ate Zeh:ner, of Zehner's, Pa. 
They live at Tamaqua, Pa., nnd Owen is fore1nan for a local 
contractor of thnt city. 

E1nma Hhoen1aker n1nrried Jn1nes · W; llcLnughlin; of 
Lnnsf ord, Carbon County, Pa. Their children are : H~ward 
Edward, a clerk in the Lansford National Bank, and Eniily 
Euphrnsin, n tencher in the public schools Qf _Lansford. 

Ella Shoe1naker married Charles Leopold, of Tamnqun. 
·• 

They h:n·e one chil<l. b~dwnrd 8. 
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}iebecca Shoemaker. 
Hcheccn f\. Hhoe1nnke1·, of Mohrsvillc, 111a1Tied Solo1no11 

, 

B. Heidel, Februnry, 1846. He learned the tanning trnclc with 
the ~lohrs, nt \iohrsYille, and nfter his Jnarringe he Cl.)Ildtu·te(l 
the tnnnery at Shomnnkersvple. He diecl' October 26, 1xn:;. 
IUs widow oceupies the brick n1nnsiou they li\·e<l in nnd where 
t.heir c·hilclrrn were horu:. EUen, Hnr:1h, Chnrlrs, \Villi:un nnd 
Annie. 

Ellen I•:. ~pidel wn:-; horn Fchrunry ~ I., 184.7. Hhe was 
. ·, 

1nnrricd in 'he!' 21st yenr,8ept.einher24th, 1867, to Henry 'J\. 
Miller, son of 'Villinn1 nnd ~Inry ~-Inp;dalene ~liller (nee -l\ell<.~r), 
of linn1hur~, tt>n. ~f'hey were hlesse«l . with eig~it c-l1ildren. 
Annn nnd ~lnhlon died in infnncy, the follo,,·ing suryh·e: ,· . . . 

l•~tnily 8., wife of Charles C. l\rnrner. They ·were ~)lessed 
with four chil<l,ren : Elton, Nuo1ni and Penrl, derea.sPd, :uul 

. ~ ' . 
llussell, 12 yenrs old, survh·es. l~n1 ily S. wns horn .I :inua'ry 
8th, 1872. :\Ir. l~r:uner is n rlerk. ·Their ho1nc is nt. :1:r; 
Hitter Htreet, ~leading, Pa. 

~lnry IL, wife. of neorµ;e S. P~~if er. They were bl~ssrll 
with four children : \V nrren, decense.d; Hnrry )l., Esther ~I: 
nnd Edwina ~r survi\'e. ~lnry IL wns _born Novernher 28th, 
1X73. Mr. Peifer is a clerk nnd their horne is at :3!>8 ,v c:;t 
(:reenwich Street, Reading, Pn. 

Holon1on ~- wns born April 10th, 1877, nnd 111arriecl Ellen 
Viola Garst, Decen1her 24th,. HlO-t Ile is a hosiery rnanufac­
t.urcr and reHi<1cs nt a16 ,vnlnut Htrect, lleading, Pa. 

\Villian1 II. was horn ~lay 2--lth, 187H. He retnnins single 
and livr,:-; with his p:trent~. Ile is n stenogrnpher. 



. ' 
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Minnie V. wns horn .June 15th, 1881 ~ lle1nnins single nt 
borne. She is a tailoress. 

Su ruh ~L ,vas born June 2nd, .188:J. Re1nujns single ut · 
hon1e. Hhe is n ,lressn1nkc1·. 

Henry .l\. ~liller wns a· 1nerchnnt for· 31 yen rs · nt Shoe­
n1nkersville, rnoving with his fan1ily to lle-ading ten years ngo. 
He is now engaged in t.he insurnnce business· nnd resides · at 
214 North Seeond Htreet, H.e:Miin~, Pn. 

Sarnh S. Seidel, of Hhoe1ntlkersville,. 1nnr.ricd Ahr:un G. 
Alengel, ~Iuy :!0th, 1872. Her husbnnd was· a· 1nerchant ut 
Virginsville, l1n. He died ,June 4th, Hl04. Later ~Irs. l\'lengel 
n1oved ho1n~ to her 1nother, :\lrs. Hebecca I~. Seidel, nt 
Hhoen1nkersvjlle. 

Charles H. Seidel rnnrried ld:t \". Sto,ult, daughter of 
Ad:un Htoudt., of Hhoen1nk(.~rsville, Hepternber ~.5th, l 877. 
H_e wns n tanner in his father's tnnncry for a nu1nbe~··or yenrs, 
but is no,,· en~nged in the nursery business. Five children 
were hoi-11 to Ch:u:les lI. Heidel nntl wife, :ts follows: Henry 
Edwnr<l, Holomon Clayton, llebeccn Cuthnrine, Frederick 
\Villiun1 n11<.l Snrah ~ophiu. Heur~r nnd Holornon clied in 
inf aney on ~he sa1ne tiny, :,~etl l yenr aud 6 n1onths una 
7 n1onths, respec·ti,·ely. 

H.eheec•a Catharine :-;eidcl li.\'e8 with her aunt, ~lrs. Annie 
Heidel Lenhnrt., at t 8:!!'i· Perkio1nen AYcnne. Bc:Hling:, Pa. 

Harnh Sophia Seidel was rnarrie<l to Edward T .. \Villiams, 
i\lnrch 7th, 1 H08. They have one son and reHidc at Sh(je­
n1a kers,·ille. 

Frederi<'k \Villi:un Heidel wns nwrrietl to Hue Lesher, of 
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8hoernnkersville, on ,June :2fith, HlOS. Their horue . is nt 
H h oenu1 kersvi Ile. 

\Villiarn Shoernnker Seidel wns rnarried to Hullie I. Becker, 
11· :.:. . . 

daughter of ~lins Becker, of 8hoe1uakersville, August 11th, 
1885. Two children blessed their union: Annie H. nnd Enuna 
L. l(r. 8eidel lenrned the tanning business in his tathe(s 
tannery nt Sl~oe1nakersville, ~>ut is now engn~ed in the lurnher 

.. { 

husiness in Yi.rginia. On J~eeernher 30th, 1897, his. wife lost_ 
her· life while visiting her pnrents ut Tnckei'ton, Pn., throu~h 
the explosion of a qunnti!·Y of dyn:unit.e which was ·being 
thnwed out. by the kit.che11 fire. 

Annie wns n1nrried t<~ E<lward ~I. \Vugner, of Leesport., 
,Janua1·y 18th, 1901. They lun·e two chihlren: · 1tayiuond 8. 
:uul ~linnie 8. Their hornc is at Leesport. 

r 

l•~nuna residl's in Heu<ling. 

Annie If. Heidel, of Shoeruukersville, nuuTied ltic~hnrd T. 
Lenhart, of H:unln,r~, .May 17th, 1~84. Their uilion .wus 
blessed with hvo sons (twins): Holornon ~- and \Villi:un 8. 
Lenhnrt. lliehar<l T. Lenhart and his two sons :lre 1uen~he1·s 
of the firrn of l\line, Eppi~1inier l~ _Co., <lry goods rnei•ch.ants, 
of lle:uling, anti ~olotnon ~pent this Hununer ( l HOO) trnYeling 
through l~urope. \Villian•·· is a graduate· of i\lereershurg 
Aca.derny. rrhe Lenhart hon1e is at 1825 Perkion1en Avenue, 
llea<ling, Pn. 



SOPHIA K. SH )E:\I.\KER .MOHR. 
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Sophia Shoemaker. 
Sophin l\. ~hoe1nnke1· n1nrried Chal'les Huey ~lohr, .of 

Mohrsville, Pu. They were n1arried frotn the horne of her 
uncle, John l{ershner, of Windsor (now Perry) Township·. 
Charles H. l\lohr owned and operated the :\Iohr Tannery, 
whic~h was built by his father, ,John Jacob 1\ilohr, in 1795. He 
also owned th·e. f nrn1 south of the tannery ancl the low lands 
west of the Schuylkill Cnn:il ; also the hunher yard north of 
the hon1e . 

. John Jncob :\lohr huilt the first house· in the Yilla~e of 
~lohrsville oYer one hundred years ngo, nnd_ his place was 
known as the old :\lohr Hornestead. His son, Charles Huey 
~lohr, wns the first child born in the ne.w ho1ne-. November 
Hth, 1814. Before that ~he ·fa1nily H,,ed on the "Hill Farrn,"· 
one rnile ea~t of .Mohrsville, which his fnther, ~Iartin .Mohr, 
owned and bequeathed t.o hi8 ot~ly son, Johri .Jacoh 110hr. 

Charles Huey ?\loin· nn<l Sophii~ I(. l\'lohr had three 
children : lleb~ccn 8., \Villinn1 8. nnd Charles S. 

Hebecca ~nsun Mohr, oldest ehild nn<l only <.laughte1· of 
Charles H. und Sophia Hhoen1aker -~I Dhr, was horn nt :\lohrs­
ville, Berks County, Penn:sylvnnin, on October 25th, 1842,· 
nn<l lived there until her n1arriage to Hev. George Eckert 
Addatns, in Philu<lelphia, on ~lay 22nd, lX(H. 1-Ier husband 
wm; a rninister of the H.~for1ne<l Church, in which he preached 
thirty-eiµ;ht years. Durin~ the Civil \Var, he wns a Sergeant 
in Co1npany l), Cu1nherlund (~onnty 1\-lililia., at Carlisle. They 
were held in serviee two week~, ntttrching as far South as 
Briar Hill an<l H ung1·y Hollow, a short. distance beyond 
Ha~erstown, 11d., in 8epten1her, 18H2. The 1nilitia wns fully 
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equipped, bnt not 
his appenranee nt 
their return, nnd 
n~<'ei ,·i ng: $H.50. 

uniforn1cd. lJnele Snn1'8 Puyrnnster 1nnde . . . 

the ·cnrlisle Court House, n few 'dnvs :tftcr . ' 

nil Wf•re paid for tla•ir s~rviecs, pri\'ntPs 

H.ev. George l•~ckeit A<ld:uns nud H.ehe,~cn l\Iohr Addnrns 
Juul five c\lil<Jrcn. His death ocenrred · in l~.cadin~, Pa., on 
.Tune 10th, l8H7, :uul he wns hul'icd in tlw Ce111ctr1:y·_ at 
~I<) l 11·s ,, i 11 e. 

Charles P., the oldest d1ild and only son, w:.s l~orn in 
Cnrlisle, Pn. After. graduati11~ f ro1n the .High Bchool, at. 
Curlisle, he entered J>i,·ldnson College, graduating in I _884. 
He then entered the lnw office of He~1der~i'ln & .Hayes, of 
Carlisle, and :~fter heinµ; :uhnitted to the· Bnr; practiced- l:n,· 
nt Carlisle for He\'er:tl years. He has heen Lnw. Clerk in the 
Attorney GeHpral's oftice, at IIarrishurg, ·for· the pnst fourteen 

' ' 
years. Charles_. P. Addnrns was nu1rried' to Lnura 9nrdner, 
youngest d:H~ghter of l•.,rnn k ( hudner, of Cnrli!-;le, Pn., on 
J)eeen1hcr 26th, 188~. They hnve one chilJ, Lawrenc~e Grey 
A<ld:uns, six rear~ old. ThPy reside i'il ( ,,nli:;le, Pn. 

Anna Hophia was Lorn nt Turhutville, N orthurnherlnnd 
County, Pa.· She 1,!:radua te<l f ro11_1 the l'nrlisle 1-lil,!h Hchool. 
On Octoher :!5th, I HOO, :-;he wrns nanrried to \Villiarn ,Jan1es 
.Jeffrey, of Philndclphin, (forrnerly of Torquey, l ◄:ng:lnnd), nnd 
resides in Philnddphia. 

Hnntl1 ~lnndc wns- horn nt Turhutville, Northurnl>erland 
County, Pn. 8he is a ~radnatc of the Carli~le High HchooL 
and the Norrnal 8chool, at ~hippenslntrg, Pa. On Nove1nl_,er 
10th, ISB2, she was 111arried to r:u~lt.on Hir.e Bard, tJf Port 
Allegheny, Pa., and is now residing nt Olenn, N. \'. They 
have:one son, J>onnl<l Add:11ns Burd, lfi. yenr:-; old. 
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Husnn ~I. was hor11 nt. .Mifflinburg, lT1~ion County, Pa., 
.June 16th, 187a, nnd died Aug;u8t :1rcl, 187:l, and i:; hi.tried 
nt :\lohrs\'ille. 

. . 

I~ntharine ~!ohr was horn in ( ~nrlisle, Pa. Hhe i~ a griu.l-
uate of the lle:iding; High 8chool nn,l ii-; now lh·in~ in. Los 
Angeles, Californin. 

\\'illiun1 H.' ~lolll' 1narried l\atharine StitzPl, <laughter of 
,J uuge George Stitzel and wife (A1nnndn. \Veidt~nheituer, of 

Blandon, Pa.), of H.e:ulin~, Pa. · He was Assistant Pay111aster 
. . 

for the Philt1<l~lphia. & !leading; Hnilwny Con1pnny for n uun1-
her of yearH, nn<l served Us Cnshier of the Citizeus Uank,-of 
Heading, Pu., i1ntil it wns rnerged with the· Second Nationul 
Bank, of that city. H(, resides at ~oa North S_ixth Street, 
He:uling;, Pa. J-Iis son, George Stitzel ~lohr, ,lied August 1 Uth, 
1877. Kathari.ne. 8titr.el ~lohr <lied Dece111her :!4th, 1877, 

Charle~ S. ~lohr 111a1Tiell l\atharine· Ker~hrwr, of 'rusc·arora, 

Hehuylkill County, Pn., on Februa1·y 10th, lSHX, at Pottsville, 

Pa. I-le succ{;eded his fnther, Ch:trles H. ~lohr, in· the ta1~ning 

and lu111hPr husinPss at. )lohrs,·ille. The tannery was burned 

to the ground on Noveruher HH.h, l~X:!, und while he· was 
building; n g;rh)t rni II the next. rear on the tan nen· site he wa:-; . .. . . 

taken ~ick and tlied, Ap~-il Hth, ISX:l, in the house in which he 
wns horn. In the Hu111111e1· of ISS..J the Pennsylvauia Hailroad 
Con1pnny extended it~ lines fnnn Heading: to Potb;ville, it~ 
course being through the )lohr Honiestead. The rnilro:l<l 
compnny bought the property nrnl is using the old horue as 
its ~lohr~\'ille station. 
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( 'hal'le=, H. ~lolll' enlisted in ( '0111pany U,. -16th Hegi111ent, 
for ninety dnys sel'viee in 1868, being naustered in on the :JOth 
dtt)' of ,June, anti honol'ahly disrhnrged on August I Ith, l 8(i:-J, 
nt Hending. He was then IS yenrs of age. 

Charles H. -Mohl' and l~athnt·ine I\ershner :\lohr had fi ,·e 
<·hildren: t/)c1.M :J../.t.1-_ /~' ~-·1 

\Villiam Fn!nk ~Iohr, hornv' nt Tuscnr~•ra·, Hchuylkill· 
County, Pa. L~i1i·nc<l the pl'intin~ trude ut the 1'ribune otlic~, 
at ~luhnnoy Ci~y, Pa., an<l t.hen bec~une a report.er· on the 
lleading Bayle, of which• he is now the editor of the 8undny 
edition. Durin~ the Spnnish-An1ericnn wnr he enlisted iu the 
Governor's Tropp, Pennsylvania Cuvnlry, U:ud served fiye 
1nonths. He received the nppointn1ent of Secoud l,ieutenunt 
in the 39th llegirnent, Pnited States Volunteers, ·nnd ser\'ed 

L . 

in the Philippines. His eollection of _cttl'ios fron1 ·the islnn,l 
of Luzon is n very Ynluuhle one. He wns n1u1Tied to Dorothy 
l\liller, of Headin~, Pa., on ,June Hth, wol }1~ ~-CW York ,City. 
They hnve one l'hild :4£~ lr<I ••j;:;/[~1.(;..,.t 

·Frnnces ~Ii lier ~lohr, horn De<"ernher Ind, l B07~ '
63 

- ~ - ~ 

Luther ~eth ~lollJ', horn at. ~lohr~ville, Pa._ Leurned 
printing nt ~lnhanoy Cit~·, published_ the Bird::;boro J)i.i.;pa,tclt 
f ron1 1894 to 1 U08, under the narne Jlohr Publishing Coru­
pany, con1posed of \Villinrn Hhoen1nkc1· ~lohr, \Villia111 Frnuk 
~lohr, Luther 8eth ~lohr and Howunl Uhnrles ~Iohr. The 
newspaper wns sold to H. I◄~. Hart, puhlisher o_f the Birdsboro 
Rer·iew, nnd Luther 8. ~lohr is now engaged in job pl'inting 
in ]lending, Pu. I-le rnarried Anna Eliznheth ])uyis, of ~ey­
fert, Pa., on May HHh, 1000. · They have two children:_ 

Charles Edwnrd j\lohr, born .June 3rd, lH07. 

Helen l)avis ~johr,. horn ~luy 5th, 1 HO~. JrL -j,,_;f,,~ .U-tf,.,_, •• Q u I ,t/-- l'l I/ 
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~Iary llehecca )lohr, horn at ~lohrsvil_le, Pu. 8he is n 
nurse nnd liveR with he1· rnother, in lleu<liI1g, Pa. 

Hownrd Charles Mohr, horn nt ~'[ohrsville, Pa. Learn~<l 
the printing trade nt :\Inhnnoy City, Pn., then becarne a part­
ner in the l\lol'ir Publishing Co1npany, nt Birdsboro, Pn.,. nncl 
Intel' went to _pnlifornin. In I 00:3 he accepted_ u position on 
the Ilawaii(l,n ·Stal', Honolulu, H. T. He n1arricd :\[nbel L_ine 
Hnrt, of Carl~ste, Pa., in Los Angeles, Cal., on .J.une 9th, 1904. 

I . 

'rhey resiJe on the slope of an extinct volcano in the city of 
llonolulu, with u fine view of the. ocenn nn<l city. 

H:u\nah S. ~lohr, born nt ~Iohrsville~ Pa. Ur:uluated 
with honors fron1 the Heading Girls' High _School. 8he is a 
school tenche1· in Reuding, Pa., und lives with he1·· 1uother. 
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8'11pemalter 111atttily Nntrs. 

Charles ~Jloe1nuker, Sr., had 8hoen1ttkel'sville, Berks 

County, nitmetl for hi111. 

Peter 8hoen1nker hnJ 8hoen1akcrtown ·(now Ogontz; n 

suburb of Philndelphin), n:uuetl in his l1onol'. 

George Shoe1nnker had the vilhlge of Shoen1nker's; near 

~lnhanoy City, nan1ed for the1n. 

1'the Hho~rnnker f arnily were Friends ( (~uaker~), hut 

when they ir~i~rrunrried wit~ Luthel'ans an<l other believer:-; 

they becurne connected with the leadii1g religio·us sects of 

the country. 

Benja1uin nncl Sn111uel Shoe1nnker, who belonged- t<_) this 
branch, were both ~hlyors of Philadelphin before .the 
llevolutionary \Vnr. Benja1nin wus ·nlso one of Willitun 
Penn's rnost trusted ndvisers. Penn 1nade hirn Provincial 
Councillor nnJ he became noted for his ability· in 1na~dng 
just nnu peaceable treaties with the· Indians. Honie of these 
docun1ents are ton exhibition in the Congressionnl Lihrnry 
in \1/ashington, I>. C. 

Hnn1uel Shoenrn.ker,. brother of Ch:trles Shoenrn.ker, .Jr., 
1narried M:iry l{eber, sister of Thomas H,eLer .. After her 
denth he 1narried --- Sieger, of Siegers<lale, Pa. Snruuel 
Shoe1nuker lived in the- old stone n1ansion after his father's 
death. His daughter, l\Inry Hhoe1naker, nunried Benjnn1in 
Unrdner an<l li\'ed in \Vindsor. The rest of Sa1nuel Shoe-
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1naker's fntnily 1noved \Ve:;t.· ~lary S. G:u·dnei·'s son~ Ber1-
jnmin Gnrdner, lives ut lla1nhurg with his fnniily. 

~Iury Hhoemnker, duug~1ter of Charles Shoetuaker, ~r., 
1nnrl'ied Benja~11in Kepner. 8he had one son, John, who .wa~. 
hlind. l-Ie wns edncnted nt the Institute· for the Blind, in 
Philndelphiu, t}nd for two yenrs he lived wit~1 his cousin, 
~lrs. Sophia I(. l[ohr, at :\[ohrsville. His tnule was hroo.n1-
n1akiug, nnd he 1n:tde broorus in fl. work roonl over ,the 
wagon-shed. He had a Bible with raised . letters· for the 
blind, which he very 111uch enjoyed readi,il!,. 

, I 

Bernanl Jiepncr, son of Benjnn1i11 l{epner and :\Jary 
Hhoen1aker I(r,pner, ke1>t the Tuscarora llotel, at Tus<:nroru, 
~chuylkill Co1inty, in 185P. Fron) there he· 1110\·cd . to ',, 
Tatnuqun, :uui ·conducte<l the United 8t~ite:, Hot~l. I-le wns 

' 
111arried to l~nte Boyer, of ()rwigshurg ·(l>ne of her sist.ers 
was Mrs. H:u{!·i·uh Boyer 'Bensinger, a widow, who c-on<hwted 
the Lewistow·•; 1-Iotel for rnany yenrs, nnd · a brother, S:unucl 
Boyer, of Lewh;town, i:-; the ~randfnther of Professor Churle~ 
Boyer, of Kut.ztown Htnte Norrnul ~d1ool). Bernard I\ep­
ue1·':-; daughter~ were : ~lrs. Henry 8tirHold, ~lrs. Hich:u·d 
,Jones, ~1rs. Liuu Furrer, :\lrs. ~nyder and ~lrs. llenry Haas. 
He nlso hrul three sous. 'flwy eonduet the I~epner r;hoe 

' 
Factory, at Orwi1,?;8hur~, Pa. 

In razing the walls of the oldest huil<ling iu Pott!-lville, 
Pn., in .July, -lHOH, a cnskct wm; unearthed that. ·contained 
lu1nps of coal and a unique doeuinent. The piece of parch­
rnent Haid that these lun1p:-; were chippings fron1 pe<"uliar 
"hlack stones," 111:Hle hy Colonel Ueorge Hhoenta.ker, of 
Pottsville, ta ken in · 1 S:!H. The reli<'s were turned cr~;er tu 
the Schuylkill County Historical Horiety. 
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Henry F. Shoernaker, of New Yor~ City, who recently: 
hecanie the owner of 'Pile ReatUng '1Yme8, is descended fro111 
the Peter Shoen1nker line. Peter Shoemaker, 3rd, 1noved to 
Berks Counfj, nbout 17 40, and he h~d two sons: George 
~hoeruuker, · (~rnous ~s the discoverer of anthracite. coul, _. 
nn<l ,John 8h~;jemaker, who served in the H.evolutionury \Var, 
and who wn~ ~he gre,at grnpdfather of Henry· F. Shoernnker. · 
Both hrotb~rs,.~ Geor~e and ,John ~hoenut"~er, set.tied henr· 
8cl1~ylkill lf H ven, then Pliiludelphia County·, and- luter ha<:! 
hlrge coal 1ni~1es nt Pottsville und Ttu11aqua. In 18f;,5," · 
Colonel ,Joh~l. ~hoen1aker, f:1ther of· Henry_ F:o. Shoe~1aker, · 

,;, , .... 
dropped · de&q on his wav h91ne from Pottsville to Tnn1uqun, 
where he u:~n reside~. ~- 1-Je :.tlso owned :ind operated c~oul ·. 
n1ines at 'f~Jp~quu. 

Between 1735 and 1740;the nei_ghborhood of lleiuhold:s-
, ', ' >. •• 

ville was settled bv Ge1~n1ans. such as Peter Shoernaker, 
'.\ ~ i 

I-Inns Zilun1~~1nan, nnd others. 

. The rnother of \Vill.iun1 Penn was a Dutch .lady · of , 
· · rt 

H,otterc.lan1, Hollnnd,· ~lal'garet Jnsper. a cousin of Conrad 
I(ershner, the en1igrnnt, und she wns n n1e1nber of the 
Ref orn1e<l dHurch. 



-: .. ::'.·-.· -;i~f~•·•:•:·::~·•::-::-:-<:_.-::;;;::::: :::• .•.:=<:-:--.:._\:". _. ... : .. -_-_ ~-•-~·- .-

THE ZION'S CHrRCH, 
\\.here the :-,huemakers worshipecl and iit whose Cemetery many of th~m n·st. 
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The Zion's . U,nion Church, in Perry 'fownship, . thl'ee 
I , , t 

1niles east of Hntnburg, was the worshiping place fol' the 
Shoemakers in the early duys. In the ceroetery 1nnny . of 
the1n are l>uti~d, and it is ~ place of unusu:tl. interest to· the 
present genernti<>n. The original log church was used during 
the ltevoiution1u-,r War tin1es ns an arsenai and store house 
when food nnd

1 

·clothing ,vere · ~olicited for. the a1·1ny and 
I , ~· • t. 

wns gunrded hy 1nilitia. The congregntion assembled. in 
Conrad Kershne.r's · hnrn for worship d~1ring the \V :tr. , . 

Conrad l\ershner,. like Conrad We.iser, the. Jndian inter·­
preter, and other pioneer~ of Berks County,· of Coloninl 
t.inies, wns deeply religiou~ in his ohservnnccs, anti anxious 
for the spl'end of the gospel. It ·wus nrete, theref~re, that 
son1e of, his descendnnts '·should he thus inclined,. and that 
his son,. Conrad l\ershner, Jr., who lu~d re1noved to Pel'ry 
Township, ,!lenr Shoemnkersville, should have helped n1nteri­
ally,:;:in . the;: erection of, Zion's Church, in that tow1iship. 
Conrad,, .Jr., j_qurneyed to Philadelphia us eurlJ us' 1760 f<!l'. 
the purpose of .conferring with the sons of \Villin1n Penn in 
regard to ohtuinin~ a grant of lnnd for eongre~ational use. 
A tract of 40 acres was donated hy the Penns, and upon· it 
a _s1nall log chureh wn::; built in 17Ci l. Ten years later this 
was displ:iced hy a ln.r~er structure~ al:-;o of logs. But when 
it ca1ne to erect a finer nnd rnore <·on1111odious buildi1~g, 
1nore in aeeordance with the requiren1ents of the growing 
congregation, a hill :-;ite was selected. and a purchase of the 
requit·ed ground llHHle. The church wliich stood ulrnost a 
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eentury was torn <lown in H)OX and u h:~n<lsorue hri<~k edifice 
erec:ted in it:-; pince, hein!,!; dedi<·ated. on Ascension nay, i HOB. 

Hev. l>aniel Shun1:1ker (Hhoe1n:1ke1·) was pastor of the 
Lutheran co

1
ngre~:ttion ut H.ending, I i54-l 75i. He also luul 

supervision of the rebuilding of the Luthel'nn C'hureh nt 
{)rwigshu1·1(, burned by the Indians in 17-56. _The New Hed 
Chureh, in whi<·l_1 the Lutheruns still . worship, wm;; finished. 
in 1770. He,·. Daniel Shoen1nker hud e~tuhlished the little 
Lutheran congregatio~1 in Schuylkill County ns e:irly us 
17 54. 1 Rev. · l)nniel Shoernnker wns also p:,s.tor of the 
Jerusnlern Chu1·ch, locnte<l on the hunks of the Little 
J.,ehigh about 1 y; 111iles uorth-enst of Ern2u1s, fro1u 17,liO 
to 176;l, nntl agnin 17GU-1768. This is one ~>f the oldest. 
congre~ntions in the Lehigh Valley, having been orgunhmtl 
in 17 42. It w:ts known as the Westei•n 8nlishurg Luthernu 
Church. 

The early settlers of Berks County were fngitiyes frorn 
i·eligious pers~cutioB in the F:lt herlan<l. It ,vas n religious 
rnoti\'e that led theru to estahlisn schools in or· ne:ir their 
horues. They helie\'ed in the Bihle as the only rule of 
religion:-; faith :uul practice .. Hence eYery child, n1ust ·1enrn 
t.o read in order to know how tO' use this guide to eo1Te<~t 

living and b~lieving. In 1708, eighteen school-runsters _c:1.n1e 
fron1 ( :errnuny. The school-master becan1e, next to the 
pastor, the n1ost irnportunt person in the couununity, and :1t 

times performed, in connection with his school duties, the 
function of reading ser1uons and bapt.izing childl'en in cases 
of neee:-;:,ity. 


