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Recollacticr1s of M!9e 

.For many years 11 ?Sr. 

in a modest two room, one story· frame bt.1.ildlng of the period of tr.te 

C1-V11 \Var. . Xhese rooms were heated .by a . srna.11 cast iron stove, O!" 

the vintage . of l.863, that was. e.t1bellished on .1 ts. sides by wa.rlilee 

troprlies c~ f,lags and. car~"11.ons •.. There were ten· foot_ ceili:r.gs and 

.the .rocn~s were spa_cicus, but ever;/ a.va.~-lable square.· too~. of .the .. 

. bore.·til.e .. burde!l;-·.of a law-:libxarJ cf. some t:n.xee. t110\tsand vo_lurres~ :_.... . .. ' ' . ... . .. >·.··:_ . 

~·which n11nii)~r. ?ere.also .. corJ.tained ~ooth. French ar~d. .. German ·1aw. lib_rar1es. 

·. Other .serie.s: of .. vol1:rr:1es W-s!re. rar.ked upon 
. . . . 

_ :e.assi:r~ by. :Mr. Shaw• s .off+,;ce on a .summer. ·~ay, o~e mignt· have 

1n. hls .xenopnon as.it·. was 

a.r..:.d .balanced 1n a cor.m-r:on 1foo{t'en chair feet on· his table.· 

"The writer was once. asked. to sign· .. a w-1.ll at tc~1 s · .tableG 

,' 

quill :pen was cllcs.en for its novel.ty, an.a lt had the feel 

..n. ... '"'li • ld"' o~·· a a.e .• ca~e go pen. nabi tua.lly useq.._ a. ·qu111. .Pen • 

_table 11ad once graced .t.r1e off1c-e of Stuart .w..d. ·Edwards of 

f.ield, Ill1no1s, JI1 th whom :ne ·read law · in .1g 5 j , bad freq·u.en:tlj·. 

sat poised ~vith feet upon 

that. s~e ta.ble ·and .reco~nted his anecdotes. 

· 1---rr. Shaw kindly favored an audience at the Unitarian Chl.1rch 
. ' 

of . G.ene.seo ~ . I llinc 1 s , . 111 th re co lle c.tions or t 1i nco ln. ·These he later 

.e12~borata~ cv11d they. w.er.e p-u.bll.s.hed .. by_ a friend .as an· origl_na.l _con-

tfn1le a.t · Sprir:.gf:teld he .. · became a stt1dent o; 

ua.ge_ a.ud 



to replace· the entire series. 

Mr. Henry Young, at one time a prominent citizen of Geneseo, 

who drove a fine team or very fast hcr~es, related to the writer 
'- • 

how he ?i.ad once overtaken u-. Shaw afoot on the way to Cambridge, 

the cou~t~yseat. 1rr. Shaw frequently rrade trt1s trip 1n· trL1s way 

tor t11e sake of t1:1e exercise. He once made the trip over ~md back, 

21~ mi le s, to rep crt to the Coµrt the s1 rJ.gle word • No u • on the 
•· I 

- -· ._ : • •.•.., I 
r .• ,.,,,,, ''"""-' 

occasio:c Hentlo!.ed~ Mr. Young1,1n a spirit of co~pass1on asked Jlr. 

Sr...aw to ride with h1~. T:ne latter .~olitely excused himself, re­

ma.r~ed that he •was in sozeth1r~ of a hurry" and ·pursued his wijy. 

When 1,rr. sr..aw•s attention --.vas called to tr11s story, he recailed the . 

Greek·ar~ecdote of a man who was lead1r..g an ass by a rope 1 and who, 

w11en asked 1n der1s1on by h1.s friends wlzy he did not ride, replied 

that he was 1n a hurry and did not r.u:1ve the time. · 

Al1other form 9f. exerc1.se for 1rr. Sr.aw was the woodpile_. 'Ileen 

the writer begged him to have ~J.s wood·cut by machlne he ·answered 
. . . 

J ; 

w1 th e11ergy that h-e would pay h1tt :to stay away. 

\Vb.at particularly attracted the rrrlter was 11r. Shaw's great 

erud.1 t1011, and his death brought a se11se of the great loss of that 
-~ . . ~ 

orderei fund of 1nfo.rma.t1on tr~t was so readily avallable a.-A. so 

k1ruil~r g1 ven. 

lJr. George E~ Wa1~e, a tr1end,and con~emporary ~f l:r. Shaw in 
·· and·or h1storv 

the practice of law, sa1d of him referring to his love of the Clas~1c5/ 

'Oh, he's been reading up on the subjectu, or"He•s an old College 

professor•, 1rJ.t the range ot ~s m1ncl and his ready 1ntormat1on we.re 

much greater than t!".at ot--: many:_·-~rotessors who fall 1r.lto a groove. 
,. . .... 

~ . - ·., . : __ .:- ~. •. _. . 

In later 11:te Mr.·_ $hawctst1mulated h1s 1ritellect by the stuay 
. . . .. ~ . 

and mastery of the Hebrew·;_:_Lcµigµ_~ge: •. ~:,• ·--~he wr1 ter· :r.:as occas1or.ally seen 

him on a. Sur.day morning seat;~
1;P~~iihe front porch at !1..1s re:31dence 

reading a great Hebrew b1ble·._:t~r:wa.s spread open on a small table 

before l'"i.1m. 



Mr. Shaw• s cho1ce or language was ren1a.rkable tor· 1 ta·" s1mpl1-

c 1 t~t a.·i .. i :.11:rectness. His· statements \ffere conclse and exact. 

A h1stor1cal contr1but1on wrltten D'J P~m, 1nbeaut1ful lc.~­

guage, at the time of th~ c1v1l war, presente~ a ~eep analjs1a of 

certain :ph.as·es ot English R1sto~; as tr~oii1r.g l_ight upon proole1~3 

a:r1s1!15 du.r1nl the war an.d forecasting t:-.i.elr pro'Ja·o1e outc~rneo A 

_chance renark of r.1s on the capacity of the ·1rorman conquerors 

stir.1ulated t11a ;vr1 ter to a verJ prof1 table study of the conqtlest. 

Y/1 t·h all ot his great learning :::- •. Shs:~. w:as the most modest 

of 1r~ependent charactar a..'Yl! _cor1duct. 

In the interest of praservl~ the r1gr.1.ts of ·the 1nd171dual 

under t11e ·Const1 tut1on he carried ,v:,at "Has es~eemed an unpopular 

.cause ~o the supreme court of t"rie state a!ld. won 1 t tor h1 s · poor 

c·11ent withot1t expense to tile latter. 

llr. Shaw ~as of a blona cociplex1on a:id clean shaven~ ..,. ne 

rieve~ wore glasses. He told .of tr~e strong slght of the In.d1ans 
· Lake . 

anou~uper1or who could perceive with unaided eyes the moona ot 

th~ planet Jupiter. 

Dante _M. staJ:lm. 

·'.•,"·3 .· ' . ·- ... 




