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And, O, sad emblems of entire neglect, 
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In power with Stuart and with' Douglas vied. 
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1.'HE earlier parts of this little Memoir are taken prin

cipally from the "History of the House of Seytoun to the 

year MDLI.Y," by Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington 

Knight ; with the continuation by Alexander Seton, 

Viscount Kingston, to 1IDCLXXXVII., printed at Glasgow, 

in 1829. The latter parts have been compiled from our fam

ily Entries. Notices and Records, and from the recollections 

of the late Samuel Waddington Seton, Esq., of New York, 

who died in 1869, at the age of eighty. 

The original parchment copy of the Pedigree brought 

from Scotland, was destroyed along with a number of 

letters, doct1ments, miniatures and heirlooms, in the Great 

~~ire of 1836. ,vhat remains, was in one s1nall trunk which 

was carried off in safety. 

R. S. 



BLAZON OF THE ARMS. 

QUARTERLY, first and foul'th, or, three crescents gules 

within a Double Tressure of the same, for SETON; second 

and third azure, three garbs, or, for BUCHAN, (through Lady 

Margaret, sole daughter and heiress of John, Earl of 

Buchan, Constable of France, Grandson of King Robert 

IL-of which branch of the Royal Stuarts, the Setons are 

the only representatives.) Over all an escutcheon per, pale 

gules and azure, the first charged with a sword erect sup

porting an imperial crown, or-of special concession for the 

barony of BARNES ; the secon<.l charged with a blazing star 

argent-of aug1nentatian for the earldom of WINTON; above, 

for crest, a wyvern 'Vert, spouting tire, with around it the 

fa1nily slogan, ''8E'r OX.'' Beneath, on an escroll, the 

1notto, "1-IAZERD ZET Fon,v ARD.'' 

'l'hese arms are engraved on the inside of the lid of a 

beautiful silver mounted snuff box ;-a shell, 1.'1.trbo Piea, 

fron1 the island of Trinidad-given by Hobert Seton, ttrst 



SETON. 

Earl of Winton (1600), to his kinsman, Sir George Seton of 

Pa,rbroath, Knight, n.nd no-w in the possession of his des

cendant and representative William Seton. Esq., of New 

York. 
---------------------------------

The difference or mark of cadency carried by the Parbroath branch of 
the family, was a crernent in the centre of the original shield, as appears on a 
beautifully engraved oblong mother-of-pearl card counter of the Seventeenth 
Century, in Mr. W''illiam Seton's possession; but for a generation or two a 
sta.;. was substituted, as in the Book of Blazons of Sir David Lindsay, proba
bly on account of the marriage of Alexander Seton to a daughter of Lord 
Lindsay of the ByreR, in whose arms were three stars or mullets. For 
much over a century, the original arms have been carried by the Represen
tives of Parbroath without any difference. The middle word in our Family 
Motto is a puzzle to those who do not know that in MSS. of the Thirteenih and 
Fourteenth Century a curious g is found, which in early English print was 
made to resemble z, as when we find "neighbor" spelt' 'neizbonr" in Chaucer. 
This g was meant for the soft g of the Anglo Saxon in its transition to 
y or i, as in ''gif' 1 "gef,'' If. The meaning, then, of the motto is, AT ANY 
RISK YET oo FORWARD. Only the paternal arms of Seton are given in 
Mr. De Vermont's .A:merica Heraldica(New-York, 1887.) 



ORlGil~ OB1 THE FAMILY. 

"It we.rt, great pleasure to a m~n to know the origin and beginuing of his 
l10u1'ie and sm·nam~, and how l.:mg it has stood, with good actions and virtue 
of llis pred~cessors ; and it were light pro1ltnble, because when a man reu 
m~mbers the good beginning of liis house aud surname, the long standing 
thereof, the honorable and virtuous actions of his predecessors, it will give 
occasion to every man to prest;rveaud maintain the house tha.thlsfo1•efathers 
have acquired, and he will be tlle more loath to do anything that may be to the 
hurt or decay of the same.,, f1'1),!! )!d.itland's Prologue. 

LIKE most of the ancient Scottish families, the 8eton8 

are of Anglo-N or1uan extraction, and spring fron1 Picot, df 

the House of Avenel, Lord of Say, in Normandy, A. D., lOBf'i., 

some ot: whose descendants settled at the time of the Con~ 

quest, in England and Scotland. (11he No·nnan Pe?pie, 

London, 1874:.) William de Say came into E~ngland with thi~ 

Gonq,uer01·, and Geoffrey De Say was one of the twenty-fir,-~, 

Barons appointed to enforce the observance of ~Iagna Chart.a 

'rhe English branch of the family is now represer~tei ~

through co-heiressea, by Lord Clinton, and Lord ::,aye ~t:cd 

Sele ; the Scottish branch, through male descent, by tl~: ie 

}Jarl of Eglinton and \VINTON. Lord :Montgomerie. Lol'1'' 

SETON and Tranent. etc. The first settler in North IlrLin.tl 
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got lands in East Lothian, and built a castle near the sea, 

which was called Say-Tun : "the dwelling of say,'' and gave 

rise to a nam~ and family which for over 8ix-hundred years 

•·was pre-eminently distinguished in the annals of Scot

land.'' The name has been variously writtP-n Say-tune, 

Setune, Settouue, Seyton, Seton, and sometimes Seaton, 

from which however it is distinct. Under one or other 

of these old forms it figures in Shakespeare's tragedy 

of "Macbeth,'' and in the "Chronicles." of Froissart. 'fhe 

SETONS-de-la-Val. in Northumberland. and the SETONs 

Oli"' Yo n.K3II IRE seen1 to have long retained a close connection 

with their farnily in Scotland, and a ~cottish mode of spell

ing the name. Prom them came Roger de Seyton, Lord, 

Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in 127 4, Thomas de Setone 

Chief Justice of the King's Bench in 1357, (Edward Foss : 

J,udges of England.) and John Seton, D. D., a Prebendary 

of Winchester in 1553, who figures among the learned men 

of Cambridge University. ( I-Ialam, Lit. His. I. 348.) 

'rhe earliest records of Scotland establish that the Setons 

ttourished in the very beginning of the Twelfth Century as 

a baronial fum1ly, holding extensive fiefs in capite of the 

cro,vn. Taylor in 'J.1he Great Historic Fam,'iUes of Scotland 

(London. 1889) says ''The Setons are among the most ancient 

ancl illustrious of the great houses of 8cotland and are 

proverbially s3id to have the reddest blood in the kingdom. 

In consequence of a reu1arkable number of other families 

of the highe3~ rank having sprung from their 1nain stock, 
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the heads of the house are styled "Magnae Nobilitatis 

Domini" ; and from their intermarriage upon four different 

occasions with the royal family, they obtained the addition 

to their shield of the royal or double tressure. 'l,heir earliest 

motto "Hazard yet forward," is descriptive of their military 

ardour and dauntless courage. They were conspicuous 

throughout their whole history for their loyalty and firm 

attachment to the Stewart dynasty in whose cause they 

perilled and lost their titles and extensive estates''-vol. I. 

p. 126. 



LINEAGE. 

Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington ( of the noble house 
of Lauderdale) ·whose mother was a Seton, says he cannot 
fincl the christian name of him who first settled in Scotland; 
but that he must begin the Historie with his son or heir, 

I. DOUG.A.LL or DUGDALE DE SETOUN, who 
lived in the time of l{ing Alexander I. (A. D. 1109-1124. ) 
His arms were: or three crescents gules. 'rhe tinctures are 
the sa1ne as those of the fa.1nily of Say, in England. It has 
been suggested that the figures were a~sumed by the Setons 
after settling in Scotland, because ''their ancient territories 
and lands in East Lothian are formed by the river Forth 
into three bays, like three half-n1oons": (Port Seton, Cock
enzie, Preston Pans) ; while others incline to attribute 
the crescents to a Crusading origin, ( Playfair, British 
Ji'aniily Antiq'll,ity, Vol.VIII); and it is confirmatory of this 
opinion that the same arms are en1blazoned at Versailles, 
as borne by one of the great French barons, in the fourth 
Crusade, Eudes du Vermandois, A. D.1205. Dugall married 
.Janet, daughter to Roger de Qnincy, Earl of ·winchester, 
in England, and Constable of Scotland in right of his 
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w~ fe the oldest rlaughter and co-heir of Alan, Lord of Gallo
way. The landH of "\Vintouue an,1 the \Vyvern or Dragon, 

vert. one of the earliest examples of a crest in Scottish her
aldry, the re1note and curious origin of which is given by 
Du Cange in his Glossariu,m, undP-r the ,vord Draco, were 

brought into the fan1ily l>y this great match. ,vintoune be
came a principal habitation of the Setons, and ultimately 
gave them the title of Earl. Winton I-louse, an architectural 
creation of Inigo Jones, has a melancholy interest attached to 
it as the original of Lucy Ashton's home in Scott's tale of 1.'he 
Bride of La1n·1ner1no01·, which is said to have been founded 

in some way, upon the misfortunes of its original possessors, 
victims of their loyalty and devotion to the Stuart dynasty. 

Saier or Secher de Quincy. first Earl of ,vinchester, married 

~iaud de st. Liz, of the earls of Huntington, a branch of 
whose fa111ily settled at Seton, Co. Hutland, and assumed the 
surname of Seton. It is now represented by the Fieldings, 
.Earls of Denbigh. 

II. SECHER or S~J;~R DE SETOUNE, ,vho wr~s 
named for his great-grandfather, Saier de Quinci, Earl of Win
chester, one of the twenty-five barons deputed to enforce 
the observance of Magna Charta, succeeded to Dougall his 

father. Ilis ,vife's name is unknown. 

Ill. PIIILIP DE SETUNE succeedetl Secher, and 

married Helen, (or Alicia as she was also called) only daugh

ter to ,v aldevn8, :Earl of Dunbar and 11arch, ancestor of the 

}~arls of liome, through whom the ~etons are descended 

from tht-~ :-,axon Princes of .\T" orthtunberla.nd. Philip got the 
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lJarony of Wynchburgin 1169, on which he builtNiddry castle, 
which rernaine<l in the family fol' five hundred years, and is 
associated with Queen Mary's romantic escape from Loch
lenen, as described in the Abbot. It is now a ruin belonging 
to the Earl of Hopetoun, to whom it gives the title of Baron. 

Speaking of early tenures the learned author of Scotland in 
the Middle .A.ges, says. "l could not giv~ a better specimen of 
one of these simple conveyances than a charter of William 
the Lion-a grant to the ancient family of Seton. It conveys 
three great baronies-confers all baronial privileges, fixes 
the reddenrlo at one knight's service-expresses the formal 

authentication of a goodly array of witnesses---and is com
prized in seven short lines. The original is in possession of 
the Earl of Eg1int()n and \Vinton."--(p. 207.) 

IV. ALEXANJ>Elt (I.) l>E SETOUN succeeded 
his father Philip. He niarrieu Jean, daughter to Walter 
Barclay, Lord Chamberlain to King \Villiam the Lion, an 
omce of the highest dignity, and very ancieut. 

\r. BAltTil'tlE or B1\RTHOLOMEW DE SE
'rOUN succeeded his father Alexander. He married Mar
garet, daug·hter to "\Valter Comyn, or Cumming, Earl of 
Buchan and Great .Justiciar of Scotland. He got the lands 
of Uuchla,v in IIaddington~hire, which passed eventually to 
the farnily of Hyrlserff of' .R1.whla11J. He was succeeded by : 

,,r. A DAl\'I DE SETON, who is described as a very 
learned man. Ile marriecl Margaret, daughter to Hugh 
Gifford, of Gifford Hall, Lord Yester, ancestor of the 1Iar
quess of 'fweeddale. He was succeeded by his son: 
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-VII. Slit CltYSTELL, or CHRISTOPHER (I.) 
J)i~ SErroN, who n1arried .. Maude, <laughter to Ingelran1 

Percy, Lord Topcliff, in Yorkshire, whose ancestor was one 
of those Norman chieftains who accompanied ,vuliam rrhe 
Conqueror into England in 1066. He was an exceedingly 
pious n1an: ''more given to devotion than to ,vorldliness," 
says the chronicle ; and a considerable benefactor of the 
church, particularly out of his estates in England. It was 

probably from one of his donations, that Pope Innocent IV. 
in 1245, confirmed to the Prior of the Monastery of Saint 
J"ames of Wartry Gran,giam de Seton cum terris, pratis, pas
cuis, nemoribiis, piscariis, et o·mnibus pertinentiis suis. 
(Dugdale, Monasticon.) 

VIII. SIR CHRISTOPHER (II.) DE SETON 
succeeded to Sir Christen the First, his father. He married 
Agnes, daughter to Patrick, Earl of 1\-Iarch, and did many 
brave acts against the English when the crown of Scotland 
was in dispute bet·ween Bruce and Balliol. He was a friend 
and. companion of the national hero, Sir William Wallace ; 
and when driven out of the Lothians by the enemy he took 
refuge with forty of his family and friends in J edburgh 
forest, " ay waiting his tyme contrair ye Inglishmen." 

lX Silt CHRISTOl"ill!:R (111.) Il:E SETON, 
callBd '·Hood ~ir Chrigtalr' for his valor, succeeded to Sir 

Christopher the ~econd, his father. Ile was knighted ou 

the field by King Robert Bruce, and justified the honor by 

rescning his sovereign at the battle of 11ethven-wood, out of 
the hands of ~ir Philip Mowbray and the :English. 8ir 

Christopher is sai<l to have been a man of giga11tic stature. 
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'l,he large two-han<led sword wielded on this occasion by 

rn1r co1nm0n ancestor, is now in the possession of George 
~(~ton, J~sq., of the Register Office, Edinburgh, Represen
tative of the Setons of Cariston. It bas been several times 
engraved and publicly exhibited. For this deliverence the 
grateful monarch gave Sir Chistopher his sister, Lady Chris
tian, in marriage, and conferred on him and his descendants 
the right of surrounding their arms with the Double Tress
ure fteu1·s-de-lys, in sign of royal alliance. It is one of 
the first instances of snch recognition in Scottish heraldry. 
This noble patriot was at last made prisoner, in Lochdoon 
Castle, in Ayrshire, and beheaded on an eminence outside of 
Dumfries, by order of the English king. The spot on which 
he died is still known as I{irsty's (Christ,)pher's) Mount ; 
and them~morial chapel erected thereby King Hobert Bruce, 
in 1324:. was long spared by the Protestant Reformers. 
It was destroyed only in 1715, to obtain stones for a 
wall to defend the town against the Chevalier's army. The 
family from an early date was noted for the tallness of its 
members and their haughty bearing, so that "Tall and 
proud" was at one time their proverbial characteristic in 
in Scotland. ( Chambers, Stories of Old Families.) 

X. SIR ALEX_t\_NDER (II.) SETON, of Seton, 
succPeded his father, and wa.s greatly beloved by his royal 
uncle, who. to compen9ate him for the loss of his large 
English estates, which were now confiscated, conferred on 
him the barony of Barnes, and added to his coat-of-arms a 
s,vonl erect, in pale, supporting an imperial crown, to show 
thH,t he and his ancestors had al wavs defen<lecl the crown of 
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Scotland for its lawful claimants. He married Isabel,daugh
ter to Duncan, tenth Earl of Fife. 

XI. SIR ALEXANDER (Ill.) SETON of that Ilk 
succeeded to Sir Alexander the Second, his father. With 
Sir Niel Campbell and Sir Gilbert I-Iay he bound himself in 
the most sole1nn manner at the abbey of Oambuskenneth, on 
the 9th September, 1808, "to defend till the last period of their 
lives the liberties of their country and right of Robert Bruce, 
their king, against all mortals, French, English and Scots." 
( Collins' Peerage vol. VII. p. 419.) He married Christian, 
daughter to Cheyne of Straloch, of a Norman-Scotch family 
settled in Aderdeenshire, and which came intoEngland at 
the Conquest, in the person of Ralph de Caineto one of 
whose descendants was created Baron Cheyne in the English 
peerage, in 1487, and another Viscount of Newhaven, in the 
Scotch peerage, in 1681. 8ir Alexand.er was Governor of 
Berwick about 1320, and saw his sons Thomas and "\Villiam 
put to death by King Edward III., rather than surrender 
to the English. This heroic episode, in which his noble 
hearted ,vife played a conspicuous part, has often been 
commemorated in prose and verse. The ruins of the old 
castle still overlook the spot, since called "Hang-a-dyke
nook," across the river Tweed, where the "saucy Setons" 
were execntecl. A drama called the SiP-ge of Berwick was 
written in the last century by Edward '-Terningham, of which 
Horace "\Valpole. writing to ~Iiss Berry, says: "George Cam
bridge was last night at the first representation of J erning• 
han1's new play, and I was delighted to hear that it was re

ceived with great applause and con1plete success, being very 
interesting ... "11r. Ca1ubridgedesireu n1e to tell you that there 



was one deficiency in it, i.e., your cousin Miss Seton, should 
have played in it, fora Governor Seton,andhiswife and two 
sons, are the principal personages." With the decline of 
Norman influence in Scotland, the French de, the "particule 
nobiliaire" of feudal possession, fell into disuse, and a peculiar 
style, viz. of that Ilk, was introduced to signify that the name 
was th,:, same as that of the fief-a point much insistfd on 
by old Scotch families whose ancestors were feudal lords and 
territorial barons in the Middle Ages, and long before such 
things were known as Patents of Nobility.-Sir Alexander 
Ii ,red to be very old, and was buried in his church of Seton, 
which was erected in the thirteenth century, close to the 
original castle of the family, and richly endowed by their 
munificence. It is still perfectly entire; but its tombs have 
been rifled, its magnificent sepulchral monuments defaced 
or destroyed; and Seton Church, or Seton chapel, as it is 
sometirnes called, now stands desolate, amidst ancestral trees 
entwined by the ivy-the Seton badge,-and is the property 
of the neighboring Earl of "\Vemyss. Sir Alexander's curi
ous old dagger, with a silver mounted handle capped by a 
crescent, which besides indicating ownership, forms a con
venient rest for the thumb in giving a thrust, is now 
in the possession of William Seton, Esq., of New York. 
,.rhis Sir Alexander was succeeded by Sir Alexander the 
:Fourth of that name and his third son, who carried down 
the main line. 

Sir George ~eton, of Seton, only son of Sir ·will'iam 
Seton (slain at the bloody battle of Verneuil, 17th August, 
1424:~) was created a Peer of Parliament in 1448. From this 
Sir Alexander the Fourth descendefl the Ea.rls of "\VINTON. 
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of Dunfern1line, of Eglington, of Aboyne: the Viscounts 
Kingston, the 1-'larquesses of IIuntly, the Dukes of Gordon, 
and several Baronets and Lairds; besides the Setons Seig
neurs de Lavenage, de Langeais, and de Coulornmiers, in 
}.,ranee, (sprung from officers of the Scots Guard who mar
ried and settled in that Kingdom) ; the Setons of Gothen
burg, in Sweden ; the'' Sitoni di Scotia," Patricians of :Milan 
in Italy, ·who were distinguished Lite1·ati in the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th centuries. Sir Alexander the 'fhird had a fourth son 
named John, who married one of the wards of King David 
II., Elizabeth, only daughter and heiress to Sir :Nicholas 
Ramsay of Parbroath, !{night, of the ancient and Hlustrious 
family which now holds the Earldom of Da1bousie. Tl1is,J ohn 
branched off from the parent trunk into a flourishing race, 
and b~came the progenitor of the Setons of Parbroath, later 
of New York, in America: the senior cadets of the House 
of Winton. \Vith him we begin a new Line, of nearer 
interest to ourselves. 

1.. SIR JOHN SETON, ofParhroath, in Fifeshire 
married as aforesaid Elizabeth Ramsay, by whom he had 
one son: 

II. ALEXANDER SETON, of Parbroath, or Par
broth. 

III. Silt GILBERT SETON, of Parbroath, Knight, 
succeeded to .Lt.\..lexander, his father. He married :Marian, 
,laughter to Pi~cairn of thnt Ilk, by whom he had five sons: 

1 _ Ah~xa,1uler, of whon1 hereaftc:·r. 
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2. Willian1, who had a son also called ,vnliarn, who 

n1arried Catherine Butler, or Ilntlair, heiress of Hungavie, 

and founded the now extinct branch of the Setons of 

Runr1n..11ie. 

3. John, who 1narried Janet Lathrisk, heiress of 

that Ilk, t'rmn ,vhich union can1e the Setons of Lathrlsk and 

13albirnie. To this branch belonged those wild Setons of 

Clatto Tower, a father an<t six sons, one of whom ha<.l such 

~ 1nur<l.erous encounter with l(ing J an1es Fourth, that the 

whole family was destroyed and their property confiscated. 

Gazetteer o.f t3r:otland, (18il6,) vol. IL, p. 95, under Kettle, a 

parish in l;"'ifeshire, and 'l'he Kingdoni or IIand Book to Fife, 

p. 10n, by" l~ilrounie." Cupar-Fife. A. \Vestwoocl and Son, 
( 188H.) Of the t,;etons of Lathrisk not 1nuch is known. They 
,vere connf!ctcd by marriage with the old families of Bethune 

of Balfonr, Spens of Lathallan, and Eehlin of Pitaddro(now 

of Ardquin~ in Ireland): Captain Patrick Seton brother ger

n1an to .John Seton of Lathrisk, dying on the lHth of Febru
ary lfi00, left by reg·istrred t{lstament 900 n1erks and his 

saddle horses to his nephew the heir of line, and 200 n1erks 

with his ., braceletts of gold," a silvflr salt-cellar, two spoons 

and a, cttp to his uiece Janet Dnddingstoun; Alexander Seton 

of Lathrisk tignred at the funeral of his kinsman the Lord 

Chancellor Seton, }~tn-1 of Dunfermline. in ln22. The pres~nt 

llenry ~eton-Karr, l\I. P., a note<l traveller and sports111an, 
is probably the nearest representative of this branch of the 
fa:nily. 

4. J>a.vid, a Doctor of Civil and Canon Law, and 

Hector of Fettercairn. Ile was a very large and tall n1an. 
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much esteemed by J{ing James III., and lived to be over 
eighty years old. Ile was once engaged as defendant's coun
sel in a case against the then Lord Seton ; and Maitland has 
preserved a curious anecdote of his calling out in full court 
and in the king's presence, to one ~laster Richard Lawson, 
the royal advocaite and a very insolent man: "You may be 
Lawson, but you are not Law('s)father to make laws at your 
pleasure and disinherit the Barons of Scotland." His name 
occurs as a witness to an Instrument of resignation, on April 
14th, 1497, and again to a Charter of confirmation to the 
abbey of Lindores given at Perth on November 9th, ltCO. 
( Linclorfs .Abbey and its Burgh of lt eu,iuryh, l>y Alexander 
Laing. Edinburgh, 1876.) 

5. Master Gilbert, also a Priest and a great scholar. 
Died in Home. 

IV. SIR AT.JEXANDER SETON of Parbroath, 
Knight, succeeded his father Gilbert. He was one of the 
counsellors of Lord Glamys, Justiciar of Scotland, in the 
dispute between the aubey of Lindores and the burgesses of 
Newburgh in 1493~4. Married Helen,daughter to Sir ,villiam 
Murray, Laird of Tullibardine-.Ancestor of the Dukes ot 
Atholl. Bv her he had onP, son Alexander. who died before 

~ , 

his father, leaving hy Catherine, daughter to Lord Lindsay 
of the 13 yres, two. sou.s, John and Andrew. 

1{. JOIIN SETON, of Parbroath, succerded his grand
father, and was sl3,in at :E'lodden, (1518) beside his chief the 
3rd. Lord Seton. Ile left 110 posterity. 
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VI. ANDREW SETON, of Parbroath succeeded to 

his brother John. Ile married a daughter to Dal four, Laird 

of Burleigh, now represented in the peerage by Lord Ilalfour 

of Burleigh. llis only son, named Gilbert, was killed at the 
battle of Pinkie, in 15,!7, during his father's lifetime, leaving 

by Lady Margaret Leslie, his wife, daughter to the Earl of 

Hotl1es, one son, named David, ·who succeeded his grand
f athPr. 

VII. SIR I>~.\.. VID SETON, of Parbroath was served 
heir to his grandfather in 15G3 and was a prominent states
man in the reign of the unfortunate Queen Mary, having 

been Co1nptroller of the Scottish revenue fro1n 158u to 1595. 
Ile 1narried ~Iniry <laughter to Lord Gra.y of Broxmouth, circa 
1590, and had two sons and one daughter: 

1. G·corg·e his successor· ' ' 

2. J obu, weut to Virginia, in 1635. The late William 

'\Vinston Seaton of the 1Vashington National Intelligen,:er, 
was perha_ps descended fron1 biin. 

3. ll'Iary, married to Da. vid Skene, of Potterton, 
now represented by the old fa1nily of Rkene of Rnlrb:7aw. 

SIR DAVID SETON raised the family to a high degree of 

prosperity, and is exceptionally ·well spoken of by Scot of 

Scotstarvet, ju his curious little book entitled Bta_qgering 
State of 8cot<Jh Statesnien. He says of the family that it ",vas 

nnruerous, and many and hrave nien descende<l th~re.of. " 
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but ·was erroneously of opinion that the "memory or 
the family is extinguished." Alrnost indeed, but not quite. 

It might be said however, to have disappeared frorn public 

view for a time. The 1nost precious heir-loo1n of the 8etolls 

of New York, erst of Parbroath, is a portrait of J\Iary, 

(1neen of Scots, given by herself to her faithful servant. 

'l'he following inscription is read on a silver plate set into 

the case : "This original portrajt of Queen :Mary 8tuart is 

an heirloo1n in the farnily of the :-.:etons of Parbroath-now 

of .New York-into whose pos5ession it came through their 

ancestor David Seton of l'arbroath, who was Con1ptroller of 

the Scottish Hevenue front 1u8U to 13U5, and a loyal a<lherent 

of his tinfortunate sovrreign. It was brought to America in 

"1763 by Williarn Seton, esquire, Itepresentative of the I>ar

broath branch of the ancient and illustrious fan1ily of the 

forfeited Earls of \Vinton." lt was so rr1uch admired by the 

late Prince Lal.rn,noff, a spel'ial stu<l.ent of and writer on the 

Stuart portraits, and at that tinie Hussian an1lrnssador in 

Paris, that he accepte<l. with great pl<-asure, in l8r>G, a Ll\H.U

tiful copy done on porcelain, which was prPsented to hin1 hy 

the owner of the original, the late "\\'illia1u Seton, I~sq., (U.S. 

N .,) of '"Cragdon,'' ,v estehP;;ter co., N. ·y. 

VI lL 81It GEOltGl~ Sl~TON of Parbroath. I~night, 
snc.cecclccl his fathPr .Ihtvitl. His PP:!l with ,,n111f,,t, for fliff~r

ence, has l1een published uy Il cnry Laing, in his val naule 
catalogue of Seottisb seals ( Etli11l111rgh, 18;jO ). Sir Ueorge 

marri(:d Is:tl>ella Seton, oldest daughter of Ueorge third 

l~arou of Cariston, whose grantlfc.ttlier, lioH .• Jolin St!ton, war 

the ~weond son of (i<!orgu fonrth Lord ~eton. Hy thi~ 

1n~11Tiag,~ he had 011r• :-;on. Hol>ert; arn1 orw clanght('r. 
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~Iargaret, ,vho married Sir John Scrimgeour, who was 
raised to the peerage as Viscount of Dudhope and Lord 
Scri1ngeour, in 1641. Their grandson became Earl of Dun
dee. 

IX. ROBER'.r SETON. of Parbroath, succeeded to 
Sir George, his father. Ile became reduced in fortune by 

circu1nstances now unknown and finally sold his patrimonial 
estate, with the intention probably, of emigrating to Amer
ica. 'fhe ruins of the fine old castellated mansion of Par
broath, ( usually pronounced Petbroad) with gardens and 
inclosures, existed in Creich Parish, on the north side of the 
shire of E.,ife ,vhen Sir Robert Sibbald published his lliNtory: 

but. all that now remains of a race of Lairds who "gave the 
blood of their bodies and tlieir lives in defence of :,cotland," 
is the half of an arch standing in the midst of a field and an 
old deserted dovecot at the foot of a hill. It became the prop
erty of the Lindsays, to whom it gives the title of Ilaron, 
Robert Seton n1oved away after the sale of Parbroath, u.nd 
settled near IIawick, in B.oxbnrgshire, ·where he married the 
daughter of a gentleman of the 11eighborhood. Little more 
is known of him. Ile ,vas succeeded in the representation 
of Urn family hy his son 

x:. JAl\'l~S, who settled in London and married Mar• 
ga!."et Newton, by whom he left : 

1. .John, of wh.01n hereafter. 

2. ltI~ry. 1narrie<l to Dr. ,villiam Uc>Lertson. of the 
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co. Surrey, who is described as "of an ancient Scotch 
family," and was mother of Captain George Robertson, R. 
N., who married Ann Lewis, of Philadelphia, during the 
American Revolution, and was maternal grandfather of the 
first Lord Moncrieff. 

3. Margaret, married to Dundas of iianour, and 
was mother of Captain Ralph Dundas, R. Y., who served 
with the British fleet on the American coast, during the 
Revolution. 

Mr. James Seton was 1nurdered by the slaves at Cape 
Frangais in San Don1illgo, while on a voyage to the West In
dies, with the intention, it is believed, of settling in Jamaica. 

XI. JOHN SETON, Esq. Itepresentative of Parbroath, 
born in 1712, st1cceeded his father in the barren honor and the 
family heir-loo1n:3. lie married his cousin Elisabeth Seton, 
who was'' born on the family estate of Belsies, on the 17th of 
February, 1719." Ile had two sons and four daughters, 
VlZ : 

1. John, e1nig-ra.tecl to the '\Vest Indies and dying 
unmarried, ,vas buried " ,vi thin the parish of St. James, 
(Barba.does) on Dece:nber 22d, 1708." 

2. \Villia1n, of \Yhom hereafter. 

3. Isabella, married Sir Thon1as Cayley, Baronet, of 
~ family which came in ·with the Conqueror, and had issue. 



Their great-grandson is the present Baronet Sir George Uay

ley of IIigh Hall, Brompton, co. York. ( See Burke's" Peer
age and Baronetage," under Cayley.) 

4:. Jane, married Sir Walter Synnot, Knight, of Bal
lymoyer Castle, High Sheriff of Armagh, and Lieutenant
Colonel of Lord Charlemont's regiment, and had issue. 'rheir 
grandson is the present ~lark ~eton Synnot, Esq. of Bally-
1noyer IIou~e, J.P., and Deputy Lieutenant for co. Armagh• 
(See Burke's Landed Gentry, under Synnot.) 

5. Elizabeth, married Robert Berry, Esq., a nephew 
of Ferguson of Haith. They had issue, two daughters, Agnes 
and :Mary, beautiful and accomplished ladies, long the orna-
1nents of London society, and the friends and correspondents 
of the celebrated Ilorace 1Valpole, Earl of Orford. 1.'hese 
sisters died unmarried and at a great age. ( See l\Hss Berry's 
,To·urnal and Correspondence, edited by Lady Theresa Lewis ; 
3 vols., London 1865.) 

t>. l\largaret, 1narried her kinsman, Andrew Seton, 
Esq., ( of the A.bercorn branch, now represented by Sir Bruce 
iiaxwell Seton, 8th Baronet.) He came to New York, but 
being a Loya.list suffered in his property at the hands of the 
Patriots. /IIi8 falllily finally settleu in Ea::;t Floriua, then a 
British pdssession, after being driven out of Long Island, 
N. Y., during the- Revolution. The Setons of Florida and 
the I-Ienrys of Albany, ( of whom is the present General Guy 

Ilenry, U.S. A .. ), derive their kindred with us from 1narriage 
with daught~rR of thi~ union. 
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XII. WlLLIAM SETON, Esq., Representative of 
Parbroath, was born April 24th, 1746. He went to New 
York first in 1758 where his brother-in-law, Andre-w Seton, 
was already Ii ving and where his kinsman, Captain Sir Henry 
Seton, Baronet, A. n. C. to the Hon. Major Gen. Monckton 
was serving in the British Army. Mr. Seton finally settled 
ther'3 in 1763, and at sixteen was superintendent and part own
er of Iron 1Vorksin New Jersey,and of property in New York 
knownas the "1Iohawk Lands,'' in which his uncle, General 
Robertson, then commanding in North America, was also in
terested. The only child of this officer became Lady Hender
son in 1782. ltfr. Seton was a member of the New York Cha1n
ber of Corurnerce in 1768, the year of its foundation; ancl was 

several times an officer of the St. Andrew's and the :-3t. 
George's Societies of this city. In the year 1767 he married 
Rebecca, oldest daughter of Riehard Curzon, Esq., of Balti
more, 1Id., of the v~ry old family of the Curzons of Water
perry, Oxfordshire, extinct Baronets, now represented by 

Lord Teynham. Ile was a Loyalist, although a member of 
the Uo1nmittee of One llundretl, elected ~lay 1st, 1775, to 
control the affairs of the City and County of New York at 
the beginning of the Revolution, anti the last Royal Notary 
P1~blick, ( 177U ). IIis silver notarial seal engraved with 
his arins, is now in the possession of his great grand-son and 

na.me-sa.ke. Ins course was BO moderate, an<l he was al ways 

personally so popular, that although he lost iliiuh property, 
he retn:tined in the city after the war and founded the great 
1nerca.ntile house of Seton, Maitland & Co.; and was also one 
or the found.ors and first oaicers of the Bank of New York, 
( 1784). Ilis farnily have a g·o.:,d 1Jortrait of him, by the cele-



brated American artist Gilbert Stuart. He died on the 9th 
of ,June, 1798, uni versa.Uy regretted. By his first marriage 
he had three sons and one daughter; 

1. William, of whom hereafter: 

2. ~James, ·who held a commission in the English 

artny when only eleven years old. :O!arried and had issue. 

IIi3 great-grandson and representative is Alfred Seton, Esq. 
of :N"ew York. 

3. John, n1arried and had issue. There is a good por
trait of him ( 1798) in the aristocratic ~t. Memin Collection. 

4. Anna-ll'laria, a great beauty in society one hun

dred years ago, when .New York was the spat of Congress, 

and gay with the first ad1ninistration of "\Vashington. She 

married at eighteen, John Middleton Vining, Esq., of \Vilm

ington, TJnited States Senator from Delaware, and had issue. 

By a second marriage Mr. Seton had besides Henrietta 
and Cec-iUa who died nuns at E1nmitsburg, 1Id., children who 

intermarried vtith the Farquhars, lioffmans, Ogdcns. :iiait
lands. Wilkes, and other well-known old American families. 

All his children were distinguished for their tallness and 
good looks. 

XIII . . WILLIAM SETON, Esq., Representative of 
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Parbroath, born at sea, April 20th, 1768, was educated at a 

private sch,101 at Richmond, in England, and travelled in 
Spain, Italy, anu other pal'ts of Europe before returning to 

America. I-le was an e1uinent Merchant of :New York, and 

succeeded his father as head of the firm of Seton, nilaitland 

& Co. His family possesses an exquisite n1iniature of him 

by \lalbone. Ile married on January 2;Jth, 1794, ElizalJeth, 

daughter of B,ichard Bayley, Esq., M. D., founder of the 

Q!.1arantine System and first health officer of the port of New 

York. .:\Ir. Seton died at Pisa, Italy. on December.'.!6th.1803, 

leaving by his wife, ,vho became a Homan Catholic and 

established the Sisters of Charity in the United States : dying 

at the }!other-house, E1nmitsburg, 1\Id., on ,Tan. 4th, 1821: 

1. ·wnllan1, of whorn hereafter; 

2. lliicllard, lJ. S. Assistant Agent at Monrovia. 

Died in Africa, unmarried, on June 25th, 1823. 

3. Anna-Maria, a nun, died at Emmitsburg, }.!d.; 

4 Itebe.~ca, a ~,1n, died at Emmitsburg, l!d. 

5. Catheriue, a nun, still living at the age of ninety 
years, in the Conveut of nilercy, New York. 

XIV. WII..,f-'1.A.M SEl'ON, Esq., late of'' Cra.gdon," 
"\Vestchester co., N. Y., succeeded his father in the B.epreBen

tation of Pal'l)roath. ,v aH born in the city of New ·York on 
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:!sovember 25th, 1796, died there on January 13th, 1868. At 
one tilne a lieutenant in the 1J. S. Navy. .lviarried July 
17th, 1832. Emily, daughter of Nathani.el Prime, Esq., of an 
old New England family, founder of the once farnous New 

York ba,nking house of Prime, \Vard & King. Mr. Seton 

left three sons and four daughters : 

1. Willia1n, of whom hereafter: 

5. llenry, Captain in the fourth U. S .. Infantry 
Served in the Civil ,var, married .,A .. nn, only child of Major 

GcnerJ.l John Gray Foster,of an old and well-connected New 
H:.ttnpshire farnily, a distinguished officer of the Engineer 

Corps, U. s. Arn1y, and has issue: 

Willia1n, 

3. Robert, ( Monsignor), in Holy Orders. Educated 
in n.01nu, for the Church 1857-1867. Named Private Cham
berlain to Pope Pius IXth, and later a Prothonotary Apos

tolic. Is Rector of Sn.int Joseph's Church, in Jersey City, 
N .• l. 

4. }Jmily, died unruarried. 

5. Elizabeth, unmarried. 

6. Helen, a nun in the Order of Mercy. 
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7. Isabella, married to Thomas ,Jevons, Esq., a 
grandson of Roscoe, the historian, and cousin to thP. present 
Sir IIenry Roscoe, 11. P. Has issue, three sons and one 
daughter. 

XV. WILLl~t\M SETON, Esq., Representative of 
l'arbroath, born in the city of New York, January 28th, 
1835. Served as Captain of U. S. Volunteers during the 
early part of the Civil ,var, and was twice severely wounded 
at the battle of Antietarn. lviarried Sarah Redwood Parrish. 
of an old Newport and Philadelphia fan1i1y. and had issue, 
Willia1n, died an infant. lir. Seton is a man of letters and 

the author of several interesting works. ( See Appleton's 
Cyclopadia of .A1nerican Biography.) 


