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PREF1r1CE. 

No nation was ever more careful to frame and preserve its 
genealogical tables than Turael, and it seems strange that 
peoples, a11d especially families who have for generations re­
vered the Holy Scriptures ancl made them their guide through 
life, should almost entirely neglect their pluin teachings and 
example in this respect. 

However dispersed or depressed the nation was they never 
neglected to keep exact genealogical tables prepared from the 
authentic documents kept at J ernsalem, carefully preserved 
and renewed from time to time. But their " books of gen­
erations " were not peculiar alone to the Hebrews. The 
earliest Greek histories were also genealogies. 

)fan now scans with scrupulous care the chu.ractcr, and 
most especially the pedigree of his horses, cattle, and dogs; 
but when it comes to bis own, this care in almost all cases 
seems utterly superfluous and unworthy of any consideration 
whatever, yet at the same time, and under almost all other 
circumstances, he bas almost unlimited faith in the old rule 
"that blood will tell," and can cite incontestable proofs almost 
without limit that in general it dot's. 

With their blood and name, alwciys of good repute, the 
example of their Jives is the only legacy transmitted to us 
by our aneestors long since passed away, who have in their 
day and generation so ,veil performed every duty which fell 
to their lot in life. That their names and records are worthy 
to be preserved and transmitted ";th a laudable pride by their 
descendants to the remotest generation, none can deny. 

The genealo!?Y in Holland was compiled by Jonkheer Wil­
lirun Frederic George Louis van der Dussen, Knight of the 
Order of the Oak Crown, Lieutenant Colonel and Com­
mandaut of the Fortress of Nimeguen, in the Netherlands, 
(1878), secretary of one of the archealogical societi8$, editor 
of the great genealogical journal at the Hague, and one of 
the greatest genealogical authorities in the Netherlands. This 
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work is in the po88ession of tho H.ov. Garret C. Schenck, and 
is an immonse folio volume, hand:30mely and strongly bound 
and clasped. It contnins a history of the fumily of the 
Schencks, Barons van Toutenburg, from the year 878 or 880 
down to its offshoot in 1225, of a brunch known as the family 
of Schenck van :Nydeck, the history of this latter family 
being continued down to the time when some of its repre­
eentutives emigrated to this country. The contents .. were 
gathered after long and putient research and from the most 
authentic sources, a list of which will be found in the ap­
pendix. It is embellished with the couts-of-a1'Ills and colored 
escutcberins of these a1Jd their allied fomiliel',and with draw­
ings of the seals used by merubers of the family as early as 
12il; also pictures of several of the old castles in which the 
family resided in feudul times, with likene88es of its uuthor 
· and al~o of General Sir Martin Schenck van Nydeck, from 
whose brother, General Peter, the fumily in this country is 
descended. :Most of the Colonel's work will no doubt be re­
produced by the Rev. Mr. Schenck in his forthcoming work. 

It will be noticed that from tho time of' the marriage 
of the Rev. William Schenck, 17113, nntil the present, 
is about equul to that from about th,J average time of mar­
riage of the ancestors of the family in America, (Roelof and 
Jan Martense Se hen ck, and Johannes Schenck, of Bushwick,) 
down to his birth. In other wordK, in 1740 there were prob­
ably living three times as many of our name ns are now to 
be found of the descendants of the Rev. William Schenck, 
and from this some estimate run be made of the large num­
bers, living and dead, constituting this family in this country, 
and consequently the great extent of the labors of collecting 
and compiling its history. It bas beeu found inexpedient to 
enumerate in this work the collaterul descen::lants, so great 
are their numbers and so difficult to be renched. 

This family of Schencks in America is divided into three 
branches, represented at the heads of each by Hoelof and 
Jan Martense Schenck, of Nieu Amersfoort, now Flatlands, 
Long Island, New York, who immigrated from Utr<:1cht, in 
Holland, in 1650, and by Johannes Schenck, who, at the age 
of twenty-seven years, with his wife, Maria Magdaleua de Haes, 
immigrated from .Middleburg, Holland, in 1688, and settled 
finally at Bushwick, on Long Island. His father was )Iartin 
Schenck, of the Nydeck family, born in 1633 and died in 
1704, a lieutenant bailif, or judge of the Wick or Province 
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of Kessel, and who had the degree of T. U. Doctor conferred 
on him. His father, Theodore, also held the same office, as 
did also Theodor~•s father, Martin. who was II son of Peter 
Schenck vau Nydeck, Bailif of Gibberfort, and don of the 
:first Derick Schenck van Nydeck, who died at Blynbeek in 
1525. 

From these sources have descended very large families, 
scattered through the United Stutes and also in foreign coun­
tries. Those States in which they are most numerous are New 
York, New Jeriley, and Ohio. In Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
Indiana, and Iowa, also, they have estubliahed families of con­
siderable mag,itude, and repre3ent11tives cnn no doubt be 
found in all uf the Northwestern States. Those of the name 
living in that portion of New York bordering upon the upper 
region of the Hudson riv-er arc mainly descended from Jo­
hannes, of Bushwick. 

Doring the war of the Revolution this family was firmly de­
voted to the patriot cause, and contributed its full share to 
its success, an~ furnished a long list of officers and men for 
the American army. The same was also true of the late war 
of the Rebellion. The number who entered the Union army 
is not yet known, but in the "Roll of Honor," or record of 
the names of the Dnion soldiers, who died in the defense of 
the Union, interred in the national cemeteries, are found 
twenty-nine of the name of Schenck, the larger part of them 
belonging to one or other of the three branches of this 
family, and this does not include the names of many others 
who were killed in battle or dierl from wounds or of diseases 
incident to the service, and who were buried at their own 
homes. From the ratio of dead to survimr.s in that war 
there must have been near two hundred of our name and race 
who took part in that grand straggle to establish the integrity 
of our country; besides those in the army there were also 
many in the navy, some of whom were killed or died in 
that service. On the other hand no record has yet been found 
of any member of this family having served in the rebel . 
army. · 

There is no other family of the name for any- great length 
of time in this country except one. In l 740~ Michael Schenck, 
a German, immigrated from the Palatinate of the Rhine and 
settled near Lancaster, Pa., and his de5cend11nts form quite a 
large family, found mostly in that State and in Virginia and 
North Carolina. 
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In recent times others of the name have immigrated from 
va1ious parts of Germany, and probably also from the Netber­
lunds, nod settled in this country, but having no traceable 
connection with our family. 

The compiler of this work bas for some years past devoted 
many of his leisure hours to gatheriug its material, and ns 
from the nature of his life and duties us an army officor,sub. 
ject to so many changes, and from what he has with regret 
learned as to the fate of family and many other records in 
the history of the past, these may soon be scattered and lost, 
be desires to anticipate such a fate, and to rescue from ob­
livion the few facts yet remaining of the early history of his 
family, hoping that it may also incite others to some elforts to 
correct and ampli(y this imperfect beginning. 

These records, so for ns they relate to hia efforts t() collect, 
were mostly gathered for the information of the Rev. Garret 
C. Schenck, of .Marlboro, .Monmouth County, New Jersey, 
W!lO has been for near tit\r years engaged in the preparation 
c,f a complete genealogical history of the entire family, now 
very near perfected, and it is hoped that any one coming to 
the knowledge of auy mistake or waut of corupletPuess in the 
records to be found in these pag-es, will iulorm him of the 
fact. To him is due the efforts of the compiler to complete 
such of this work as he may claim as bis own, and to his 
constant courtesy and unwearying aid are due the sincerest 
acknowledgment and thanks, and it is hoped that this record 
will prove of value to him in the completion of. his family 
history, as well as an aid to others in enabling them to assist 
him to a speedy and successful c.-ompletion of the same. 

A. D. SCHENCK, 
U. S .• tl:rmy. 



~OJ-!ENOK. 

This name appears in its primitive form in the Latin as 
Pincerna. In the fourth century, Ulfilas, the Goth, made the 
literary world acquainted with the term pugg, (pronounced 
pung,) and applied it to n pnrse or leather mc,ney bag. St. 
Jerome. about a century afterwards. mentions the barbarous 
word pincerna a.c, the common appellation of the chief vintner 
in his day, and adds that the office of cup-bearer was one of 
the first dignitaries in the courts of foreign princes. 

Pincerna, a butler, and a c::ip-bcarerwere then one and the 
:aame office. It is contended that tliis was not al"7ays the 
case. The only part of the word which is 11ot classical Latin 
is pine ; the termination erntz is the Anglo-Sn..._on • rem, trn; 
-Goth, arn, an:l ta.kin.~ its origin in the Sanskrit verbal root 
ama, to coYer, it runs through the Teutonic dialects denoting 
a place of stay or repository. In all probabilities, therefore, 
the word had by some means or other made its way to the 
Romans from one of the barbarian courts, in which there was 
the office denoted by the name, which, from its relation to 
the Gothic pugg, n leather bag for money, appears to be con­
nected with the bags of leather or skius to hold wine. 

In low Latin, the pincerna is called buticularius, bucellarius, 
IJusellarius, etc., other names of similar formation, all denot­
lD"' the leather-bag man. 

l'rom buticulariu1 came butellarius, whence the French bou­
tiller, which appears to be the origin of our butler. 

Under the form of Schenck, the word relates more particu­
farly to the office of cup-bearer, and from this office this fam­
ily name is derived. 

They were employed long before history takes notice of 
them, ancient though it be. Of all the offices of the house­
bold of the ancient kings of Medill, that of cup-bearer was 
ti.rat and highest in rank. He had charge of the table and the 
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wine, and all the general managements of the palace wcr& 
under his direction nud cburge. He was the king's chief' 
attendant when in the palace, and gu,mled him from interrup­
tion when eugngcd, and was, in fact, the master of ccNmo­
nies at the royal court. One of bis most important functious7 

however, wns to taste the roynl wine thnt he offered to the 
kiug. Ile clid this, not by putting the cup to bis lips, but by 
pouring out a little of it into the pnlm of his l1and. 

This custom was adopted to guard against the clanger of 
being poisoned, f,,r such a danger would, of course, be very 
much diminished by reqniriug the officer who bad the custody 
oftbe wine,nnd without whose knowledge no foreign substance 
could well be introduced into it, always to drink a portion ot" 
it himself immediately before tending it to the king. 

Generally this office, likti most others immediately connected 
with the king's l1out1chold, was not permitted to be enjoyed 
by a· sla\'e or a foreigner. Such a post was far too importunt 
to be entrusted to any person except those who were most dis­
tinguished by their birth, services, or merits, and had received 
the most excellent education; to the end, that, as they had 
the liberty of approaching the kin~fs person duy and night. 
be might, from men so qualified, near nothing which was 
unbecoming the royal Majesty, nor have any sentiments 
instilled into him but such as were of a noble kind; for it is 
very rarely seen that kings fly out into very ,;cious excesses, 
unless those who approach them approve their irregularities 
or serve as instruments to their passions. 

Thou~b, as heretofore remarked, cup-bearers were employed 
long before history takes notice of them, etymology, assisting 
history, would infallibly pluce Skinker as the oldest title of but­
ler, or cup-bearer. Its root, as might be expected, is Sans­
krit. But a more recent deri\·ution may be found in the con­
nection between the Anglo-Su.-...:on sca:ne, a cup or pot, and. 
scanca, the shank or leg, and us cupR W(•re anciently formed 
of shells, conks, horns ancl bones, the large shank of some 
beast may have been the occasion of naming the bearer of it 
Slinker, as used in W esteru Europe, and even in Englund, at 
an earl? age. 

Another theory is, that originally wine-skins were sim­
ple butts or bags, without any Epout, or at most but a 
clumi;:y aperture. Convenience tau~ht the wine-drawer to 
insert the "shank-bone " of an o:x into this aperture, and 
thus formed a spout. This appears to be the origin of the cups. 
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of' the butlers ( in Englund), with little knobs on the covers. 
In other words, they were wine-bugs with shanks, before 
they becnme gold cups. 

From this Sltank came the verb "to skink," or, "pour out 
wiue," which was unquristionnbly received into horns; hence 
the verb is common in European langua~es. 

In Icelnnd, skenka; Danh:1h,'skencke; Dutch and German, 
schencken; French, eschansonner, etc. 

That skii11k (pronounced shenl, only in German) was the 
name of a cup also might be ; because sanhha ( Sanskrit) was 
a shell, or because a shauk-bone was use&{ as a cup. 

The erz-schenck, or chief skiuker, was an hereditary dignity, 
a perfect of the household, next to the king or lord. After 
this office became an he1·editary one in Europe, many noble 
families beariuf the name of Schenck became established. 
Especially in uermany and Holluud these families were 
numerous, possessing various escutcheons. No less than 
sixty-eight of the name are mentioned in Kiteschke Dutsches 
.tl..clels-Lexicon. 



THE F~\llILY OF 

SCHENCKS, BARONS VAN TOUTENBURG. 

The direct nncestry of the Reverend William Schenck 
begins with that of the Schenck, Barons van Toutenburg, 
and'it may be of interest to know of wbnt manner of race 
of people among whom this ancient family found its origin 
in the ninth century, and now forming the population of the 
Netherlands. 

In the dim ages of the past the races of the Teutonic 
Aryans, following down the course of the Rhine, some of 
them fonnd themselves at its mouth, and for a time barred 
farther progress by the stormy ocean. They had swept away 
the weaker nations in their course, or vivifying them 1vith 
their fresh and vigorous blood. 

When the Cimbri and their associates, about a century 
before our era, made their memorable onslaught upon Rome, 
the early inhabitnnts of the Rhine island of Batavia, who 
were probably Celts, joined in the expedition. A recent 
and tremendous inundation bad swept away their miserable 
homes and even the trees of the forest, and thus rendered 
them still more dissatiimed with their gloomy abodes. The 
island was deserted of its population. At about the same period 
a civil dissension among the Cbatti-a powerful German race 
within the Hercyniau forest-resulted in the e:sq,atriation of 
a portion of the people. The exiles sought a new home in 
the empty Rhine island, called it "Bet-Auw," or "good 
meadow," and were themselves called thencefotward Batavi, 
or Batavians, and from these exiles, of Teutonic Aryan an­
cestry, were the Hollanders descended. 

These Batavians, according to Tacitus, were the bravest 
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,of nll the brnve Germans or '' warmen." The Chatti, of 
whom they formed n portion, were pre-eminently a warlike 
race. " Others go to battle," says the historian, " these go to 
war." Their bodie~ 'INre more hardy, their minds more vig­
,orous than those of other tribes. Their young men cut 
neither hair nor beard till they bad slain an enemy. On the 
field of battle, in the midst of carnage and plunder, they, for 
the first time, bared the face. They wore an iron ring too 
or shackle upon their neck until they had performed the same 
achievement, a symbol which they then threw away as the 
emblem of sloth. 

The Batavians were ever spoken of by the Romans with 
entire respect. They conquered the Belgians, they forced 
the Frisians to pay tribute, but they caUed the Batavians 
their friends. The tnx-tl'ntherer never invaded their island. 
Honorable alliance united them with the Romans. It was, 
however, the alliance of the giant and the dwarf. The Ro­
mans gained glory and empire, the Bntnviansgained nothing 
but the hardest blows. The Batavian cavalry became famous 
throughout the Republic and the Empire. 'rhey were the 
favorite troops of Cresar, and with reason, for it was their 
valor which turned the tirle of the battle at Pharsalia. From 
the death of Julius down to the time of Vespasian, the Ba­
tavian legion was the imperial bod.r gnard, the Batavian 
island the basis of operations in the Roman wars with Gaul, 
Germany, and Britain. 

Physically, the Batavians were of \·ast stature, and these 
gigantic Teutons derided the Homan soldiers as a band of 
pigmies, and excited astonishment by their huge body and 
muscular limbs, with long- yellow hair :floatin:r over their 
shoulders, and fierce bright-blue eyei,, and clear blonde com­
ple.."\.;on. 'fbeir hands and feet were small. The especial 
mark of high rank was the brightness of the eye, and long 
hair was con!lidered a beauty. 

They were a race remarkable for personal dignity, which 
became easily corrupted into excessive pride, and for a 
boundless spirit of individual enterprise. With these traits, 
thev united a simplicity and truthfulness, which was always 
observed by strangers. They were notoriously reckless of 
their own lives, and cruel to enemies; fond of the chase; of 
-adventure, especially on the sea, preferring whatever involved 
peril and hardships; greedy for booty, and given to the pleas­
ures of the table and to gaming. 



18 HOLLA.'VD ANCESTRY. 

Iu regar<l to sexnal virtue, and the respect paid to women,. 
they stand forth above all other rnc~s of the past. It is an 
e\-idence of Teutonic virtue in this direction, that the an­
cient dialects have no word to express the idea of prostitute, 
Slavic and Celtic words being applied for this purpose. To 
the old Teutonic influence, even before the introduction of 
Chr~tianity, and still more to tbnt influence refined by it, 
woman, in all modern society, owes much of her high posi­
tion. 

The Teutonic character was arbitrary, and therefore de­
lighted in slavery and difference of classes, but it always 
supported self-government in the ruling race. In distinction 
of the Celtic love of cities, the Teuton preferred the life on 
:, farm;,," each landlord calling his farm hi::1 "Count," and_ 
even carrying his independence so for ns often to fortify his 
property; yet, with ull this, he is seldom found with any very 
deep utt11chment for his native soil, changing it readily when 
ambition or profit woul<l tempt. 

The truculent Teutonic r-.ices considered war and carnage­
the only useful occupation, and despised 3o"Ticulture as ener­
vating and ignoble. It was base, in his opinion, to gain by 
sweat what was more easily acquired by blood. The land 
was indeed divided, and certain farms assigned to certain 
families. This wnsat first done annually, but soon resulted in 
the most powerful retaining permanent possession, and the 
acquisition of the lands of bis weaker neighbors. They at 
first cultivated as common property the lands allotted by the 
magistrates, but it was much easier to summon them to the 
battle-field than to the plough. Thus they were more fitted 
for the roaming and conquering life, which Providence was 
to assign to them for ages, than if they had become more 
prone to root themselves in the soil. 

In early ages their leaders were of their own selection, 
and when elevated upon a shield, in the presence of the assem­
bled band, his authority was established for the time. :But> 
iu time, men thus selected, refused afterward::1 to surrender 
their office and functions, and, when the sword was the law, 
many were found who made such good u.<ie of this law, that 
none could find a flaw in it, and they succeeded in making 
their dignities hereditary, and collected followers around 
th)m who were ever relldy to support their leader's authority. 

Mail-clad knights and their follower::1 encamped perma­
nently upon the soil, affecting supernat.ural sanction for the 
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authority and property which their good swords had ,von and 
were ever ready to maintain. Thus was organized the force 
of iron. Duke: count, seignor and vassal, knight and sqnire, 
master and man, swarm and struggle amain. A ";Id, chaotic 
scene. Here bishop and baron contended centuries long, 1,,.;n­
ing human creatures by ten thousandl! for an acre or two or 
swampy pasture; there doughty families, hogging old musty 
quarrels to the heart, buffot each other from generation to-­
generation. Tims they go on, raging and wrestling among 
themselves, with all the world looking on in amazement. 
Shriekincr insane war-cries, which no human soul ever under­
stood, red capi.< and black, white hoods and grey, hooks and 
kabbiljaws, dealing destruction, boildio~ castles and burning 
them, tilting at tourneys, stealing bullocks, roasting ,Jews,. 
robbing the highways, crusading-now upon Syrian sands 
a~ainst Paynim dogs, now in Frisian quagmires against .A.l­
b1genses, Stediogers, and other heretics-plunging about in 
blood and fire, repenting at idle times, and paying their pass­
ports through purgatory with large slices of ill-gotten gains 
placed in the ever-extended dead-hand of the Church, acting 
on the whole, according to their kind, and so getting them­
selves civilized or exterminated, it mattered little which. 

Thus they pluyed their part, these energetic men-at-arms, 
and thus one great fo:-ce, the force of iron, spins and expands 
itself, century after century, helping on, as it whirl.;, the great 
progress of society toward its goal, wherever that may be. 

Of such was this race of men composed, and sucb their 
training. Nothing less could have developed a people who, 
could first win a country from the 'Very grasp of the stormy 
German ocean and defend it for eighty years against the most 
potent empire upon earth, at the same time developing into 
a migbty state, holding rich possessions on every part of the 
globe, and finally dictating decrees to the very empire that 
had been its oppres.~or. 

As the centuries rolled on these savages became more and 
more civilized, and some dl•gree of law and order became es­
tablished in the mi~hty system of feudal government, which 
fills their hi:itory with its most romantic and thrilling pages,. 
and in the very noonday of that liistory, during the middle 
ages, appears the mail-clad knight, whose good sword had 
woo and maintained for him his estates, and from whom 
sprang the ancient and noble family of the Schencks, Barons 
van Toutenburg, in the person of Colve de Witte, Baron van 
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Toutenburg, who wns killed at the battle of Clodius against 
the Dmie in 878. 

The records of the various successors to this ancient title 
and barony are imperfect, but sufficient of them have escaped 
the destruction!! of the wars of the middle nnd succeeding ages, 
to establish the fact that the same Schenck family held pol!Ses­
sion down to, and even much later than, the year 1284, when 
•one of its cadets became the first of the family of Schenck 
van Nydeck. 

After Colve de Witte, there is then the record of a suc­
•cessor, HERMANUS SCHENCK, Duron van Toutenburg, then 
WILLEM, who perished at the :first tournament held in Ger­

many. at Mugdeburg, in 939. Then comes 
HERlf..\NUS II. Then 
WILLAM. He was in the seventh tournament, at Hall, in 

Sa.-..:ony, in 1042, held by the .b:mperor Ilenricus IL•' 
. Then 

REn;rER ScnENCK, Buron van Tontenhurg. He wns in the 
tournament at Gottingen. He m. Aleyda; 
issue: 

I. THEODORUS, who became the next Baron van Toutenburg . ., 
rr~ CnRISTIANUS ; first of the house of Schenck van Nydeck, 

1284. 
ill. ALBERTUS. 

THE F A.\fIL Y OF SCHEN'CK VAN NYDECK. 

~rms-Sable, a lion rnmp:mt, Or. laugued et arme. Gu. and 
Az. 

-Crest-Out of a corouet, Or. a demi-lion rampant, Or. 
lu.ngued et nrmc. Gu. and Az. <1> (Dutch Heraldry.) 

CHRISTIANU:5, the second son of Reynicr Schenck, Baron 
van Toutenburg, was the first of this family, and in the re­
cords of the thirteenth century, in 1225-'6-'7, 1232-'4-'7, and 

• There was a succession of Barons in this family down to .Joost or 
George, in the seventeenth generation, in 1621, Governor of Friesland, 
Gronigen and Overyissel. He hnd a son Fredericus, who was the Inst 
Archbishop of 'Utrecht, noted for his learning and many literary pro­
ductions. D. 2-5 .Aug .. 1.;so. 

This ancient family became entirely extinct in Holland in the twen­
tieth generation, in the person of Jacob Schenck, Baron van Touten­
burg, who died very young 

(1) Sei_pmacher. 
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1246,Z it is found that he held the office of cup-bearer to­
the Uou.nt de Gulick, as shown by the Gulick documents,1230-
'38, as 0/iristi,mus Pince.l"na de Nideke; and in 1234, Count 
William de Gulick confirmed him in the office anrl formally 
invested him with its duties. " lle was held in great con­
sideration." Ile bad a son, WILHELlIUs, who had issue; sons: 

1. LUDOLPUCS MELIUS. 
2. ARXOLD. 
3. CnnisTL\:li'. 
4. liERlIAXUS. 
Afte1· th~se peraons are recorded the line of descent is un­

certain, unrecorrfo<l or lost for one or perhaps two generations,. 
until the ~·ear 1846, when the records of the same family 
are again found to exist, and continue unbroken do,vn to the 
present time. 

In 1846 HE:smcH SCHENCK V,\N NYDEcK, Knight, Lord of 
Afi:erden, and Wulbcek and Feofter of Wac!ltenclonck, is 
found to ba,·c been the head of this family. 

He married Aelide Rayde, heiress of W alhe~k. IBBue: 
1. WIENAND, who married Aleid Yan Bellinghoven, heir­

ess of W albrick, and had Henrich, who <l. 
young. 

2. HE.'\rucn, 3 Knight, Lord of Afferden, Walbeek, and 
Blynbeek, Feoffer of "\Vachtendonk, Bailiff" 
of Geldereu, who d. 8 Dec., 1452. He m. 
A.leide Yan Goen van Keldenbrock, dau. of 
Allard, Lord Yan Keldenbrock, and Anna 
:Monfoort. ·1 

3. ELIZABETII, d. 29 Sept., 1443. She was a nun at Grav­
endael. 

Winand, leaving no direct heir of his marriage, the titles 
and estates passed to his brother Heinrch, who had issue: 

1. DIEDERICK, Lord of Afferden and Blynbeek, and half 
W albeek and W achtendonk, 5 )larsball of 
Cleve, who d. in Aug., 148i, at .Mai, m. Adel­
heit van Buren, heiress of Aersen and Bel­
den, dau. of Johan and Aleid van ArendahL 

2. Jom;, cl. at Middelaer, 24 )Iuy, 14!11. Hem. Inugarda. 
van Schonenun, dau. of Arend and .Kiele van. 
Tuyll. 

(2) La Complet Documents, Beck. Vol. II. 
(3) Ferb:m. p. 34. 
(4) Slichtenhorst, vol. I, p. 104. 
(5)_ Kok patrue Lexicon. 
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8. ALBEIT, m. Englebrecht vnn Bnmpt. 
Dicderick Schenck viin Nydeck and Adelheit van Buren 

·had issue: 
1. WINAND, 
2. JOHANN. 
8. RoELlIAN. 
4. DERICK, Lord of Afferden, Blynbcek,and Walbeek, who 

d. at Blyubcek 8 .Aug., 1525. Ile had two 
morg:matic wives, Catrina Rutten, and Gerritje 
Burgen, both nutivcs of Aerzen. He m. AleHl 
Casters, of Aerzen, (Seipmacher, p. 189.) 

5. HENDRICK, who hiid six morganatic children. 
6. PETR0'.l.ELLA. 
7. OTTO. 
8. THOMAS. 
9. ALEIP. 
10. ANNA. 
11. LIE:-BETH. 
Derick Schenck van Nydeck and Aleid Cnsters bad issllP.: 
1. DERICK, Lord of Atferdeu and Blynbeek, m . .Maria van 

Galen. 
2. PETER. 
3. HENDRICK. 
4. JonA.-;. 
5. MARIA. 
·6. WINAND. 
7. ALEID. 
8. MARGARETHA. 
Derick Schenck van N ydeck and .Maria van Galen had a son: 
1. DERICK, Lord of Atlerden and Blynbcek, who m. Anna 

van Berlaer, and bad iss1te: 
1. MARTIN', b. Gosh, I.543, Knight, Lord of Toutenburg, 

General and Marshall de Camp. Killed in a 
night attack upon the city of Nimeguen, 11 
August, 15!s9, (see .ilppmdix .&) ; m. Maria 
van Geldern, dau. of Derick and Frederika 
van Rechtem van Vossternd, (who d. Gosh 
and whom. 2d Sander van Tillicht), and had 
Frederike. 

2. PETER, b. Gosh, 1547. He served with great distinc­
tion in the wars of his time, allld rose to the 
rank of n general officer in the service of the 
Netherlands. He married at Doesburgh, 17 
)fay, 1580, Johanna van Scberpenzcel. 
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8. JonN, who had iseue. 
4. MARI.-\ MAllGAitETllE. 
5. MARIA MAGDELENA. 
General Peter Schenck vim Nydeck and Johanna van 

Scherpenzcel had issue: 
1. WILIIELllINA. 
2. MARTIN, b. at Doesburgh, 7 Aug., 1584. He is thought 

by Col. vun clcr Dussen, Netherlands Army, 
to have come to the Nieu Netherlands with 
bis children, three of whom came onr in 
1650, arriving at Nieu Amsterdam probably 
on the ship" de Valckener," Wilheim Thom­
assen, Captain, which sailed from Holland 
some time in March, arriving 28 June. No 
record of him bas yet been found in this 
country, but, like many other well authenti­
cated cases, he may have immigrated with 
bis children, and, being then well advanced 
in years, may have died soon ufter his arrival. 
It is hoped that further research will settle 
this question. Ile had issue: 

1. RoELOF, of whom presently. 
2. JAN, b. prob. Amersfoort, llolland; m. Flatlands, L. I., 

1672-3, Jannetje Stephens van Voorhees. 
3. ANETJE, b. prob. Amer:ifoort, Holland; m. 29 July, 

1659, Adrian Reyersz. 

These children all settled finally on Long Island, and bad 
large families, whose descendants are now very numero11S in 
the United States. 



'l'he immigrant ancestor ot' the Rev. \Villiam Schenck wa& 
Roelof 1Inl'te1111e Schenck, who wns born ut Amersfoort, 
Holland, in 1610. The p,·obable canse of his coming to this 
conn try wns the misfortune which overtook his aneestors ancl' 
family during the Netberlnnds wars of the sixteenth eentu1·.r 
ancl the action taken by the civil courts rcspecciug the ances­
tral estatc•s. 

Roelof's grand uncle, Sir )Cartin Schenck van Nydeck, was 
heir to the castle nm.I estato of Dlynbeek, but his title was­
contested by n. consin, and, by the decision of the eom·ts and 
the actions of the authorities, Sir Martin was besieged in his 
castle aml finally forcibly ousted. 

His nfter services are, to some extent, given in the ap­
pendix. His brothtr Peter, nl,;o a gallant soldier, who faith­
fully served the cuu.se of the Xethcrlands, and attuined to 
th~ rank and command of u general officer, naturally es­
poused the cnnsc of his brother, and found no favor in the 
ci\•il conl'ts, though both were loaded with honol's and emolu­
ments by the military authorities. 

Losing the greater part of their fortunes and pollsessions 
in Holland their descendnuts sought others in the then new 
ac.d wonderful Nieu Nc-therlands, nnd were no doubt pos­
sel!sed with a due share of the spirit of individual ent~rprise 
and fondness for adventure so characteristic of their race. 

As already stated, Roelot: with his brother Jan and si@ter 
Anetje, probably nrrh·ed at Nieu Amstc1·dam on the 28th day 
of ,June, 1~50. In the same ship were Adrian van der DonckT 
Jacob van Couwenhoven, and Jau Eversten Bout, who, be­
fore leaving Holland, bad made a e<mtract at Amsterdam, 
elated :9th March, 1650, with the West India Company "to 
take to the Nieu NE>therlunds before the 1st of June prox. 
200 passengers, 100 to be farmers 11nrl farm servants and 100 
such as the Amsterdam Chamber usually eend over." 

After his urrival in this country Roelof livi:d for a time in 
Breuklyn. In 1660 he married a. niece of this same Jacob 
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van Couwcnhoven, nnd about that time removed and settled 
at Flnthmds (formerly Amersfoort), Long Island, where be 
lived until bis den.th in 1704, nnd where be is buried. 

The first notice of Roelof .Martense Schenck found in the 
early colonial records is that of a grant of twenty-three mor­
gans (a morga.n equals a.bout two acres) of laud at Amers­
foort, dated 29th January, 1661. 

On the 21st of February, 1664, he was one of the magis­
trates of the "five Dutch towns" on Long Island (NMsau 
Island), who joined in n request to the Director General to 
-0nll a meeting of delegntes from these towns on account of the 
English outrages, and for the purpose of sending n deputa­
tion to Holland. This meeting WIL!I held ut Midwout, 26th 
Febrnnry, 1664, nttended by tho magistrates abova mentioned, 
who voted n remonstrance, detailing the outrages committed 
by the English Captain Scott, of which they were eye wit­
nesses. 

After the acquisition of the Nieu Netherlands by the Eng­
lish in 1664, the genuiue "Knickerbocker" govemment ceased, 
and the Dutch citizens were required to take the oath of alle­
giv•,ce to the new government, und in many cases to take out 
ne , patents and grants for their towns and lands. Probably 
an ucknowledgment of this new governruentund also,nodoubt, 
for the fees it brought to those in office. ~'cw Dutch emi­
grants came over after this change, and the genuine "Knick­
erbocker ancestors" are, of course, to be found among the 
Dutch settlers of the Nieu Nether lands prior to the English 
accession in 1664. 

Under the ruling requiring new patents t,o be taken out, 
Governor Richard Nicoll issued the following pa.tent for the 
town of Amersfoort,.on Long Island: 

RIClIARD NICIIOLL, EsQ., Gov .• &c., &c. : lVherea..,, there is acer 
tain town within this Government situate and being in the West Rid­
ing of Yorkshire upon Long Island. commonly called or kn:l\vn by ye 
name of .Amersfoort, als. }'lattllmcls, which said town is now in ye 
tenure or occupation of several freeholders ancl inhabitants who have 
hert>tofore been seatecl there by authority, ancl likewise made lawful 
purchasers of ye granted part of ye lands thereunto belonging, have 
.also improved the greater part thereof, and settlecl a competent num­
ber of families thereupon ; Now, for a conformu.tion unto ye Free­
holders and inhabitlmts of the premises, K11ow 11e, that by virtue of 
ye Commi.ssimi. and .Authority unto me given by His RoJtril S:iylm~ss, I 
have given,rat1fied. confirm and grant nnto Elbert Elbertse (Stoothoff), 
GerritLoockemans, Roelof Martense, (Schenck,) PieterClaes, (Wyck­
-off,) Wellem Gerrits, (van Couwenhoven,) Tho. Hillebrants, Stephen 
Coerten, (van Voorhees,) and CoertStephens, (van Voorhees,) as Pat-

3 
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:11tecs for nn<l on behalf of themselves nml their associates, ye Free­
io!ders and Inhabitants of ye snhl town, their heirs, successors and 
llllsigns, All ye truct together with ye seveml parcels, &c, * * • 

MATil!AS, SecTetclT]f, 

(Signed) RlCHARD NICOLL. [L, s.] 
FORT JA31ES, -Jth October, 1067, etc. 
In most of the early colonial l'ecords Roelot''s name is given in 

various forms ; us Hoelof Martens, :Martensen, Marteuse, 
and sometimes in full, but llB a general thing his patrony• 
mic name being omitted, us was the custom among the 
Holla.ndcrs in those days, and is yet, among some of the 
na.tions of Northern Europe. Individuals added to their 
names that of their father and omitting their surnames, 
or, in fact, in most cases ha.ving none, Hoelof and his family 
being· amon~ the very few cases where a well ~stablished 
surname is tound at a.11. 'When brought into contact with 
the. 1£uglisb, and their customs and authorities in this 
respect, the Dutch ~ettlers, to supply the want of a di11tiuguish­
iug patronymic, adopted ns such the name of the city, town 
or locality in Holland from which they came. 

At a government council held at .F'ort Willem Hendricks, 
18th August, 1G73, Hoelot' Schenck was appointed by Gov­
ernor Cleve one of the " Schepens " for the town of Amers­
foort, and on the 25th October same year be was elected a 
jieuteuunt of militia for that town. The 26th March, 1674, 
he attended, as a deputy, the council held at the city hall in 
Nieu Amsterdam. _ 

A valuation of Amersfoort in September, 1676, shows 
Roelof as 'possessed of 2 polls, 4 horses, 1 do. of -- years 
old, 10 cows, 2 do. of 2 years old, 4 do. of 1 year old,8 hogs. 
£152.14. And 52 morgans of valley .laud, £104. Totalp 
£256.14. 

The largest valuation and the only one greater than this 
was that of Pieter Classen (Wyckoff), whose stock and lands 
( 59 morgans) amounted to £804. 05. In fact there were but 
five or six persons on Long Island who were rated as being 
more wealthy than he, and the rate list of Amersfoort of 25th 
September, 1683, shows him to be first in wealth in the town, 
and corresponding wito his official status in that community. 
In 1698 the number of his slaves had increased to four, as 
appears by the census of that year, and from this time it ap­
pears that he increased rapidly in wealth and prosperity. In 
1687 his name appears on the list among those who took tha 
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oath of ulleginnce to the new government, which he sub­
scribed between the 26th and 30tb of September. 'fbis record 
also shows whether tho individual subscribin~ was a native 
or immigrunt, and if the !utter, the length of time be had 
been in the country. In tho cases of Roelot' und his brother 
Jan, it is recorded thnt ench hnd been "thirty-seven (87) 
years iu the country," thus fixing the date ot' their arrival 
in 1650. 

Among thu commis~ious issued by Lieutenant Governor 
Leistor is one (No. 7) dutecl 12th December,1689, to Roelof 
Martensti (Schenck) ns "justice" for .Kings county, New 
York. Anothe1· (:No. 155) dated 13th January, 1690, to 
Roelof Marteuse Schenck as " Cuptain of Horse," for Kings 
county, New York. Here is a case, thnt of an importaut 
commission, where the authorities conform to the English 
custom and make use of the full name of the individual. 

'fhe following order was issued to .Major Beckman respect­
ing Captain Scheuck's command: 

WllEREAS, Gerrlt Elbertse Stoothof, Lieut. of ye troop of horse 
of Kings County, on Long Island, hns in a Contemptuous manner de­
nied ye Command of his Capt'n Roelof :Martense Schenck, especially 
when ye enemies were Invading and Committing several outrages on 
this coast by w'ch it evidently appears ye sd. Gerrit Elbertse Stoothof 
his ill affeccon to this his Maj'llc.,. Government and is not to be trusted 
inComaml. 

TnEsE are therefore to will and require yon in his l\fuj'tles name 
to dismi&S and discharge the sd. Lieut. of having any further Comaud 
of sd, troop of ho1'Se and to deliver my Comission for Lieut. to Peter 
Jansen of Brookland for doing whereof these are yo•r sufficient 
Warr't. Given, &c., this 29th July, 1690. 

(Signed) JACOB LEISLER. 
To MAJOR GERAJU>US BEO101A.."I", ESQ. 

A court-martial, of which Captain Schenck was a mem­
ber, was convened at Flatbush, Long Island, pursuant so the 
following order: 

FORT WILLIA)[, November 4th, 1690, 
These are to Nominate. Constitute and appoint you, Major 

,Jacob Milbome, Gerardus B~ekman and the rest of the Military 
Commissioned officers of Kings County to come at fllntbos and hold a 
court-marshall to Examine hear, Conclude, aud determine all such 
matters and things which shall relate ye said Militia in said County 
or any officers or persons which have offended, neglected their Duty 
or otherwise trespassed ye same. to Censure by ffine suspendinir their 
Commission, or other punishment to inflict According to ye Nature 
of their offence as to you shall seem meet. · 

Hereby Constituting aoy seven of ye sal!l Commissioned officers to 
be a full and ample court whereof :l\Iajor Jacob Milbome is always to 
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be one & 11c'11ldcd & whatsoever ye shall so net & tlo in ye pr'mlses 
11hnll be heltl JtOOtl untl Efl'ect11111l. 

Givrn &c., this-Ith of November In ye seconcl yenr of their Mn'les 
Reigne; this <Jommls11lon to continue for five tlnys following the date 
thereof. 

(Signed) ,TAVOB LEISLEH. 

In the Civil List of thu Province of New York for Hl98, 
the nu.me of Hoelof .Mn1·tense (Schenck) uppeured us n justice 
for Kings County, the following being n record of one of 
the Hes11ions oftbejusticerifor that county, held 11 Oct., 1693: 

"At a meeti11g of thu .Justices at the County !fall, .Present 
Roelot' Mnrtense, Nichohis Stillwell, Joseph Ilegemuu and 
Henry Filkin, Esqs., ;rusticus; John Hibout of Brookland, in 
the county afore~uid, we uver being committed by the said 
justices to the common j11il of Kings County for <livers scan­
dalous und abusive words spoken by the said John ngninst 
their Majesties' J usticctl of the Peace for tbe county aforesaid, 
to the contempt of their }fojestics' authority aDI.I breach of 
the pence; the said John having now humbly submitted him­
self, and cmveEI parclon, mercy of the said JusTICES for his 
misdemeanor, is discharger] and, paying the officers' fees. and 
being on his good behaviour till next court of sessions, in 
Novembe1· next and ensuing the elute hereof." 

A cen,.us of the freeholders, their wives, children, appren­
tices and slaves. of Kings County, on Nassau Island (Long 
Island), New York, in 1698, for the town of Flutlnnds, als. 
New Amersfoort, Roelof Schenck is taken, and his family 
consisted of "1 man, 1 woman, 4 children, nnd 4 slaves." 

His will is as follows, (recorded N. Y. Surrogate's Office, 
liber 7, pp. 209, proved 3 August, 1705:) 

In the name of God Amen.-ye fourth day of September in ye 
third year of ye reign of our Sovereign lady Annie now of England 
&c., Queen. ancl In ye year of our Lord one thousnnd seven hundred 
and four,-!, Roelof Schenck, of Flatlands. in Kings<Jounty, on Nas­
sau Island, in the Colony of New York-being of good and perfect 
memory-praised be Almighty God therefore doe make this, my Inst 
Will and Testament in manner ancl form following-that is to say: 

First, recommending my soul unto Almighty God who gave it, and 
my body to ye earth to be buried in such decent and Christianlike 
manner and in such place ns by my Executor, hereafter named. shall 
be thought fltt and convenient-hoping for a glorious resurrection at 
the last day. 

Item-I give, grant, devise, and bequeath unto my loving wife 
Catharine Schenck. for antl during her natural life all my farm or 
tenement at Flatlands aforesaid. now in my possession and whereon 
I now live with ye House, Garden, Barne, 01·chard, and premises 
tliereunto belonging. To lmv:,, hold, occupy, and enjoy for her use 
only, without impeachment of waste-for and during her natural 
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Ilfe-11n1l 1111 11ccor1llng to a contract ancl agreement made between my 
snld wife U11tharlne and myself before nmrrlage, bearing date ye 
ninth day of November. 1088, reference being therennto had. may at 
l11rge 11ppe11r. * Provided, al w11y11, th11t if my 8111<1 wife Catherine hap­
penH to re-marry afte1·my deceaHe, then my gift, grunt, devise and be­
queath ubovesalil, to be null and voyd to 1111 inteuts and purposes. 

• 'rhe following is a translntion from the original contract written 
in Dutch: 

To-day, date nmlerwritten·. 11lr. Rnelnf illr11·tenxr,11 Schenck, widower 
of the l11te Ann eke Pieters, on the one side, and Mrs. Catherine Creu­
glers, widow of the lute Christopher Hoogland on the other side, 
declnred that they had agreed between themselves, to the honor of 
God. to enter into matrimony: but hefore the solemnfaation thereof, 
they bad convened that the same should be confirmed in followingman­
ner, to wit : That the aforesaid bridegroom slmll bring for the main­
tenance of himself and future wife such property 115 by the blessing 
of God he hns become possessed of : nothing excepted; but he shall 
not acquire any ownership in the estate and property of the aforesaid 
future hrlrle nor in th<'se which she shall obtain hereafter; and that 
the future bride shall bring nothing into tho weddecl state for the 
maintenance of the couple. but out of the estate anrl property of her 
future husband she and her son Ilermanus Hooglancl, shall be sup­
ported nud maintained in board and clothing as is decent and proper. 
It Is further condltionecl ancl stipulated that her property, moveable 
and immoveable, present and future, nothing excepted, slmll not be 
held in commonalty with the estate and property of the aforesaid 
bridegroom, but that she 1>h11ll keep and administer her estate sepa­
rately, either personally or by others, and dispose of it as slie shall 
think tit without the future bridegroom having or claiming any guflt'­
dianship, order. or administration over her estate against her will or 
pleasure, but that all this property with its increments and gains shall 
remain her own forever and subject to testamentary disposition ; 
and after her decease to her children and their lawful descendants. 

Subject to the above-written l,onditions, an inventory shall be taken 
of the property of the future bride and shmed bv both and attached 
hereto: which inventory the future man and wife desire to be so bind­
ing and inviolable as if the same was herein mentioned and inserted. 
It i~ further stipuluted and conclitio!!ed that if the bridegroom should 
first die t.he aforesaid future bride shall throughout her life. whether 
she remaius single or marries again. remain in full possession and 
usufruct of his bowery bought from the widow and heirs of Govert 
Lockermans with the house. orchard, 11e1,'l"oes, one lmlf of the horses 
and cattle found there ; provided that out of the revenue thereof she 
shall keep it in good condition without being hel<l responsible and ac­
countable in any manner for misfortunes : provided further: that she 
shall maintain and support, educate and have instructe1I in reading 
and "Ti ting. and taught a trade to which they are adapted, the minor 
children now living w110 then slmll live, and the child or children which 
they together may beget, and after the death of the said bride all the 
property, viz : Bowery, said house, farm, orchard. negroes, horses·and 
cattle shall be subject to the disposition and order of the nforjlSaid 
bridegroom; but in case the fu·ure bride should clie before her afore­
said bridegroom she ~hall have no right to claim anythin;? beyond her 
clothing of silk, woolen and linen and her jewels which she has used and 
owned during her lifetime, out of the estate and property of her afore-
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Item-I give, grnnt, devise, 11nd bequenth unto mylovlna son Mnr­
tln Schenck, his heyres nml 11Ssigns, forever, 11fter the decease or re­
mnrri11ge of my said wife Catherine, 11II .my Houses, Lands, Tene­
ments, orclmrds, Gnrclens.mendows, nnrl heredlt.nmentsln Possession, 
l~eversion, or Remainder, Eltller within the Town nnd Llbertyes or 
Flatlands 11fore811!d, or elsewhere. 'l'o Have 11nd To Holcl 1111 ye said 
Houses 11nd lands ns afore exprcst unto the 8111d .Martin Schenck, his 
heirs 11nd 11Ssigns forever, upon this condition, he paying the legacies 
l1ereafter mentioned unto my children hcrenfter nnmed, within six 
years after posse~sion taken by him-the 811ld .Martin-of my houses 
and lands nforeeaid. That is to say-to my dnughter ,Tonlcn, sixty• 
four pounds and ten shillin,zs in money-to my dnughter }lnyke­
slxty-four pounds and ten shillings ln money-to my son John, 1dxty, 
four pounds and ten shillings in money-to my son Gnrrett sixty­
four pounds 1111d ten sl1illln11s in money-to my dnughter Marirrletn 
sixty-four pounds mid ten shillings in money-to my <laughter Neltle 
sixty-four pounds and ten shillin11s in money-to my (,nughter Mayke 
sixty-four pounds and ten s!JllJlngs in money-to my daugl1ter Sarn 
sixty-four pounds and ten shillings in money-and to ye two children 
of my daughter ~\nneke deceased, by name Roeloft and Albert, ench 
ten pounds in money-and farther it is my will that snld legncys be 
paid to ye legatees 11foresafcl within six yenrs time 119 aforementioned 
11nd that those of the leimtees that nre in most need or want shall be 
first payed, always provkled that if my son M11rtln refuses, denyes or 
delays to pay ye Jegncys above mentioned-then my l1ouses and lands 
above exprest to be equally divided among my children aforemen­
tioned nnd sold to the hlgl1est bidder. 
----------· ------ -
said brideg.-oom, than n decent lmrial. It ls further expressly condi­
tioned and stipnl11ted, that on account of 11ny debts and obllg11tlons con­
tracted before tL,· date of the proposed marriage by either of the parties 
hereto, the othi,r one slinll not be dunned, molested or called upon, 
much less shall they be legally collected. as nll community of property 
11nd debt. between the parties aforesaid ls hereby expressly excluded 
and diEclnimed. This Contract of .Mnrringe has been agreed upon and 
concluded under the 11bove conditions: and the bridegroom binds him• 
self, his executors, administrators, heirs 11nd descendants that, it shall 
lmve full effect under the aforesaid stipulntlons and conditions, and to 
make it still more binding, the aforesaid bride has chosen for her as­
sistant and Tn1stee in tl1is matter her son Derick Hoogland \\ith his 
heirs and descendants to receive tl1e above for the behoof of the said 
bride nnd her heirs and for tl1e behoof of nobody else; and, further­
more, the said bridegroom binds himself and promises for himself and 
for his executors, administrators and heirs aud descend1111ts to give, 
satisfy and allow to enjoy, the said Derick Hoogland as chosen Trustee 
of the aforesaid bride or his heirs ancl descendants all which has bere­
inbefore been convened ancl agreed for and to the beboof of the afore­
said bride or her heirs and for the beboof of nobody else, anytbing 
heretofore done or agreed upon to the contf!U}' notwithstanding, 
either in law or outside of law thereto apP.ertaming. This done, 
agreed and concluded at New York and for its further confirmation, 
it is signed and sealed by them the 9th of November, lll&l. 

Witnesses: ROELOF MARTENSEN. [SEAL,] 
:NICHOLASGERRET, CATRYNTYNACRIGERS [SEAL,] 
CORNELIUS DIRCXSEN, Attested:· WILLE31 BOGARDUS. 

Notary Public. 
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Item-I give, grant, cleVIRe, and bequenth unto Illy loving children 
by m1mll M11rtln, Jonlc11, Mnrlke, ,John, Gi1mitt, M11rgriet11, Neltle, 
M11yke, 11nd S11rah, their exeontors1111cl assigns forever 11fter ye dece119e 
or rem11ry11ge of my M11id wif6 Cu.therlne, 11\11111d Mlng11b1r my goods 11nd 
Ch11ttels, rights 1m1l credits, wh11tsoever ot· whensoever the sume nre, 
ot· sh111l become due In eq1111l pro110rtlon ba divided between them, thllt 
is to s11y. the onll-l1111f lm1uedi11tely nfter my decease 11ml the other 
lmlf 11fter my wife's decease or rem11ry11ge us 11fores11ld, 11nd thnt there 
be 11n Inventory taken of 1111 my good!! 11ml Chnttuls soon 11fter my de• 
ceiwe by my Executors here11tter Mmed, Th11t my children or 
creditors mny not be defrnu,led, 1111d thnt my s11hl wife G11therine shall 
lrlve In bond and security to deliver or c1111se to be delivered upon 
lier rem11ry11ge or clenth to my children nbove named wh11t goods 11nd 
chattels she shall enjoy 118 ye one-h11lf part thereof, dm1th of living 
creatures 111111 we11rlog out of goods only excepted; 110d further, lt is 
my will that my daughter S11rnh 11fores11id, before any ell vision of ye 
moveables h11ve u good outsetting equal 11s my other children b11S bad, 
and then to share eq11111ly with the rest, nncl that my sou .Martin, for 
his birth-right 118 Eldest sou, shall have my negro boy Anthony, my 
snid wife only to h11ve ye profit or use of ye one-half of ye labor or 
service of Sllld boy durlng her life time or remarr:1111;te. . 

I do hereby m11ke, appoint, and orcl11ln my lovmg son, Martin 
Schenck, whole 1111d sole Executor of this my last Will and Testa­
ment to see it performed according to ye true lntflnt and meaning 
thereof. In witness whereof, I, the said Roelof Schenck, l111ve here­
unto set my hand and seal ye cllly nnd ye11r lh'st 11bove written. 

(Sircned) · ROELOF SGlIENCK, (L, s.] 
Signed, sealed, 11nd delivered in the presence of us: 

GOEUT 8'rEVENilE, 
GARRET 8TOOTIIOFF, 
HENRY FILKIN, 

When the church records of Flatlands, t. I., were com­
menced, the names of' Roelot' and his brother ,Jun stand 
first on the list of church members in the vicinity of 1!,lat­
lands. Roelof's name doe;1 not seem to appear upon these 
records as having been a deacon or elder, but he filled one 
or both of these offices, for as early ::LS 1665, as recorded on 
the book of' Flatland; town records, a meeting of o:fficialB 
from the different churchea was held to make some arrange­
ment about church matters, and Roelof was one of them, 
and signed his name among the other officials. In 1686, 
when raising money to prCleure a bell for the church at Flat­
lands, Roelof and his sons were the largest contributors. 

la. RoELOF MARTENSE ScnENCK, b. Amersfoort, Holland, 
1619, came to Nieu Amsterdam, in 1650, s~ttled at Flatlands, 
L. I., 1660; m. lstFlatlanrls, L. I., 1660, Neeltje Geretsen van 
Couwenhoven: b. Flatlands, bap. 20 Sept., 1641, d. Flat-

* Neeltje Gerrit:<e van Cou1cenhoren wllS descended from Woifert Ga:r­
msen van Oouicenhoven, the common ancestor of the Couwenhoven, 
Kouwenboven or Conover family in this country, who immigrated 
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lands, 1704, m. 2d; 1675, AnetJe Piotorae Wyckoff; m. 3d, 1~ 
No,•., 1688, Kntrion Crnig-er·, (widow of StotHc Ifooglnnd.} 
He cl. at hiM home in Flntlnncls, L. I., 1704; issue: 

2a. I. MAnTIN, b. Flnt1ands, L. I., 23, Jnne, 1ti61; m. 1st on, 
Long Isl nu cl, 20 ;rune, 1686, St1~anna. Abrnhnmse Brinkerhoft;. 
m. 2d on L. I., 11 April, 1698, Eli@nbcth Minnon vun Voor­
hees, who cl. nt Flutlnnds, L. I., in 1708; m. 3d Flatlnnds, 
L. I., 8 Oct., 1681, d. Flntlunds, L. I., 17 April, 1758, 

from Amersfoo1·t, In the province of Utrecht, IIol111nd, in 1030, with 
the colonists who settled Hensselll'rwlck, nenr Albany, where he WIIS 
employed by the P11troon us superintendent of f11rm11. He ufterwnrds 
resided on M11nhntt11n Ishmcl. where he cultivated the comp1mies' bow­
eey or furm N' o. 6, and In 106i, was enroll eel among the smnll burghers 
of Nieu Amsterdam. On the 111th ,June, 1rnio. Wolfert Garretsen and 
And1ies Huclde, bought of the lncll11ns 1111d obtained from Governor 
van Twlller. a p11tent for the we~ternmost of the three flats on Long 
Island (sm11ll prairies), commonly known ns the little flats. and called 
by them C11,~tuteenew or K11ktenew, which p11tent w11s r11tltled on the-
2:!d of Ausrust, JOo!!, to which premises he appears to have removed, 
on which they immediately commenced a settlement, and where he­
died in 1662 . 

.August 2, J 680, he purchased of Hudde his Interest in a house, bar­
rack or barn 11ncl garden on s11ldf11te11t ca!Jecl "Achter..-elt," and 16 
September, l041, he purchased o Hudde all his interest, not pre• 
viously disposed of, in the original patent. 

Wolfert's heirs, in 101l6, couveyed the main portion of these prem­
ises to Ell>Prt Elbertse Stootboff. This settlement Wl\8 at flret named 
Nieu .Amersfoort, in honor of the place of Wolferts' nativity, w11& 
afterw11rds commonly known as the Bani or Buy, and since as Flat­
lands, 

\Volfert's chilclren. who nil came over soon after their father, in, 
1ti33, were: J11 ·ob Wolphertse, d. nbt. 16ill, m. 1st Hester .Jansen, 
m. 2d, 26 Sept •• 1065. l\Iagdulentje ,Jacobs, settled in N ieu .Amsterdam, 
where he rarriedon II brewery; w11s 011eof the "nine men" who from 
164i to 'liO represented the principal classes of the community, and 
in 1640, one of the agents on the part of the community to flolland; 
Gerret Wolpliertse, d. abt. J6.j..;, m. Altie C::ornelis, dau. of Vornelis 
Lambertse Cool, of Gowanus. who. after the death of Gerret. m. 
Elbert Elbert.se ::ltoothoff ; he settled on a farm in Flatlands, of which 
town he was ri mngistmte, in 16G-l; Peter Wolphe1-t-e. m. 1st, 2 Dec., 
1640, Hester ~ymons Daws. m. 2d, 22 Nov., 1665, Altje Sybrants, m. 
3d, 19 May, JG09, Josyntie Thomas, was also a brewer 011 the comer of 
the present Whltelmll and Pearl streets, Nien .Amsterdam, where, 
amc>ng other ollices, he l1eld that of Schepen for many years. 

(;erret 'Wolphert/le, sou of Wolfert Genetsen, had issue : Willem 
Gerretee, b. 168G, living as late as 1727. m. 1st, 1000, Altie, dau. of 
Joris Brinckerhoff, rn. :.!d. 1666. Jannetje, dim. of Pieter Monfoort, 
resided at first in Brooklyn. and afterwards in Fl3tlands; Jan. 
Gerretse, of .Brooklyn. b. J6ll9, m. Gerdientje, dau. of Nicasius de­
Sille, Fiscal of Nieu Netherlands; Nee'/Jjc <icrl'etse, m. Roelof Mar­
tense Schertek; Marretje G11rretsen, bap. 10 :April, 1643, m Coert. 
Stephense van Voorhees, and d. prior to liOO. 
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3a, II. ANNET,m, b. ~'lutlcmcls, L, I., a.ht. 1668; m. on Long 
Island, 10 ;rune, 1681, Albort1,1e Terhunen. 

4a. III. ,JoNIOA, b, Flatlands, L. I., 1GG5; m. Flutlunds, L. 
I., 7 Juno, 1784, Peter Net'ns, ( or Neefus.) 

5a, IV. MAnnm, b. Flatlands, L. I., 14 Feb., 1667; m. 
Flutlunds, L. I., 15 Fob.1687, Tuuuc Hegeman. 

6a. V, Jun, b. Flatlands, L. I., 1 March, 1670; m. Flat­
lnncls, L. I., 1 Ol•t., lti92, Sura Willcmse van Couwcuhoven, 
b. Flatlands, L. I., 27 Dec., lti74, d. Plousant Valley, N. J., 
31 Jan., 1671. He d. Ple11Sant Valley, 80 Jun., 1758. 

7a. VI. GERRET, b. Flatlands, L. I., 27 Oct., 1671; m. Flat­
lands, L. I., abt. 1698, Neoltje Coerten van Voorhees, b. 
Flatlands, L. I., bap. 5 Dec., 1680, d. Holmdel, N. J., 4 
Aug., 1750. Ile died Pleasant Valley,N. J.,5 Sept., 1745. 

8a. VII. MARGARETTA, b. Flatlands, L. I., 16 January, 
1678 ; m. Flatlands, L. I., 8 Sept., li00, Cornelins Willemse 
van Couwenhoven, b. ]'latlo.nds, L. I., 29 Nov., 1672, d. 
Middletown, N. J., 16 May, 1786. She d. :Middletown, 
N. J., 16 Dec., 1751. 

9a. VIII. NEELTJE, b. Flatlands, L. I., 8 Jan'y, 1681; m. 
Flatlands, L. I., abtl 1701, Albert Willemse van Couwen­
hoven, b. Flatlands, L. I., 7 Dec., 1676 {?) d. West Pleasant 
Valley, N. J., 18 Sept., li48. Shed. West Pleo.811,nt Valley, 
N. J., 7 July, 1751. 

10a. IX. MAYKE, b. Flatlands, L. I., 27 Jan')', 1684 m.; 
Flatlunds, L. I., 5 March, 1704, Jan Lucll,88 van Voorhees, b. 
Flatlands, L. I., bap. 19 Feb., 1675, living llB late llB 1787. 
She d. Flatlands, L. I., 25 Nov., 1736. 

11a. X. SA1u, b. Flatlands, L. I., bnp. 18 Dec. 1685; m. Flat­
lands, L. I., 12 Nov., 1705, ,Jacob ,vmamse van Couwen­
hoven, b. Flatlands, L. I., 29 .Jan'y, 1679, d. Middletown, N. 
J., 1 Dec., 1744. 

GERRET ROELOFSE SCHENCK. 

7a. GAnRET RoELOFSE ScnENCK wns born at his father's 
house at Flatlands, L. I., and at that place or elsewhere he 
must have. obtained a very fair degree of education for his 
times, ns evinced by his subsequent life. He, in connection 
with his brothers-in-law, Cornelius van Couwenhoven, Ste­
,l)hen Coert van Voorhees, and Peter Wyckofl:~ purchased of 
John Bown, merchant, of Middletown, New Jersey, a tract 
of five hundred acres of land in Pleasant Valley, near Holm­
del, Monmouth County, New Jen;ey. Van Voorhees and 
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Wyckoff subsequently sohl out their rights in this trnct to 
Garrot Schenck 1111<1 his brother John, nnd it WW! then di­
vided into tl1roo farms-those of Gnrret nncl ,John Schenck 
nnd Cornelius van Couwouhoven, GmTot obtaining tho largest 
slm.ro, some two hnndrecl acres. As nenr ns cnn now be ns­
certained Garret rt-moved from Flatlnnds, L. I., nnc.1 settled 
on this laud in the spring of 1096, mu.l his brother John in 
1697, aucl Cornelius VM Uonwonhoven (who married their 
sister Marghareta) about tho same time. 

Garret, it appears, nud as indicated in his will, wns a very 
prosperous man, and, for his time, possessed of great worldly 
estate, ns, besides the lnrge form he occupied ns his home­
stend, and what he hnd given to his children before making 
his will, he owned several trncts of lnnd and a whnrf in the 
vicinity of what is now Keyport, N. ,T.; a lot of land nt New 
Brunswick, N. J., and in 1737 he and bis cou~in J oho van Cou­
wenhoven purchased of ,John Penn a tract of six thousand 
five hundred ncres of land at Pcnnsneck, near Princeton, 
N. J., and on this several of his childrtm settled. lie must 
have been a man of religious character and standing, as he 
was among the original members of the church at Freehold, 
N. J., and at the organization of this church in, 1709, was one 
of the first two deacons and subsequently served as an elder. 

So far as has been learned he was not much eugaged in 
public lite, but some in the settlement of estates, and from 
1721 to 1726 be was a member of the Provincial Assembly 
of New Jersey, and what was very rare in his day, in the 
writing of his will he wus styled "gentleman," and was so 
recognized by the authorities in the settlement of bi£1 estate. 
By the English laws, which then obtained in the colonies, as 
in his father's time, he no doubt assumed this title for the 
same rensous as did bis father before liim, and he bad painted 
upon a pannel in one of the doors of his dwelling a family 
coat-of-arm~, copies of which arc yet in existence. He was 
-also for a time a commissioned officer in tho Provincial Mi­
litia. 'fhe following is a copy of his will: 

In the name of God, Amen. This twelth day of Jann8J'Y, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundredandthirty-nine, I, Gar­
ret Schenck, of the township of Middleto,vn, in the county of Mon­
mouth, and Eastern Division of the Province of New Jersey, Gent. 
being of sound and Disposing Mind and Memory, (blessed be God for 
the same, calling to mind the uncertainty of this present life and 
knowing that it is appointed unto men once to dye), do make and or­
dain this to be my last Will and Testament in manner as followeth, 
(vis:) 
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First aml Principally I H.ecommend my Soul to God that Gave It, 
and my body to the Em'lh from whence It was taken to be Burled 111 
snch Decent 11ml Uh1·istlan like manner 11s my Executors nnd Execu­
trix herein nrter nnmed shall seem meet and Uonvenlent, 1111d ns touch­
ing such wor11ly GoodR 111111 }~state, ns the Lorcl in his Infinite Mercy 
(fnr beyond my Deserts) hath been plensed to bestow upon me, I Give, 
Devise nud nlspose of the s1,me in mnnner ns ls herein after express­
-ed, (vis:) 

Imp1·imls, My Will ls thnt all my jnst debts be pnhl by my Execu­
tors nnd Executrix herein nfter immed within convenient time after 
my Decense. 

Item-I hereby give to my son Roelofre IIIY Grent Dutch Bible to be 
clel!vcred to him nt the time of my Wife's Decease. 

Item-I hereby GI ve nnrl Devise to my said Son Roeloffe my larg~st 
Lott of l\Iendows, on the Westernmost side of Conl\Scunck Meadows, 
with the thirrl pnrt of the Lnncllng on Chingnroms Creek, and the 
third pnrt of the small Parcel of Lnnd thereunto ndjolnlng. I hereby 
Give and Devise the same to my 81\id Son Roeloffe and to bis Helrse 
and Assigns forever. 

Item-I hereby Give and Devise to my Sons Roeloffe and Garmt, all 
thnt Neck of 1..and whereof part joins on the Plnnt11tions, whereon I 
now Dwell 1111d 1;>nrt on my son Roeloffe's Plantation, I give the same 
to my 81\id two Sons Uoeloffe nml Gnrrnt to be equally divided between 
them. vis., the hnlf of the sn!cl neck that Lyes next to Ul\pt'n Reid's 
the nearest to my home Plantation, I hereby give to my son Garrat. 
and to his Heirs and A~slgns forever. aml the other half, the nearest 
to my Son Roeloffe's Plantation to him. my 8ald Son Roeloffe and his 
Heirs and A8slgns forever, hereby Desiring that if Roeloffe shoulcl in­
cline to sell his part, tb11t he Lett his brother Garrat have the first 
offer of it. 

Item-I hereby Give and Devise my Largest Lott of Land at Conns­
•C11nck to my two Sons Roeloffe and Gam,t to be equally divided be­
tween them, to have and to hold unto tllem and their Heirs 1md .As• 
signs forever in eq111\l hnlf parts to be Divided between them as above 
said, they both paying the severl\l sums herein after orderecl them to 
Pay. 

Item-I hereby Give and Devise to my Son Koert my small Lott 
of Meadow. on the North West l'oint of Uonnscunck with 
the third part of the Landing on Chingarorns Creek, and the third 
part of the small Parcel of Lancl thereunto n<ljoining. To have and 
to holcl the 81\me to my saicl Son Koert, :mcl to his Heirs and Assign• 
forever, he paying such sums of money I\S is herein after ordered 
him to pay. 

Item-I bereby Give nncl Devise to my Son G1'fmt the fo1ty ncre 
Iott that Lyes at Con11Sc11nck and is 11cljoining to Ilendrick Hendrick­
son's Land there, to have and to hold the said Lot of L'\nd to him my 
said Son Garrnt, to his Heirs and .,_\ssigns forever. 

Item-I hereby Give and Devise to my said Son Garrat the forty 
acres of Land that was conveyed to me by John Bowne by his Deed 
bearinsr date the Tenth day of March Anno Domini ti05, to have 
.and to hold the said Tract or Land to him my said Son Garrnt, and to 
his Heirs and Assigns forever. 

Item-I herebr_give and Devise to my said Son Garrat all my home 
Plantation, and Easternmost great Lot of Meadow nnd the th!rd_J>art 
of the Landing on Chingaroras Creek and the third p1,rcel of Land 
thereunto adjoining. To have and to hold the same to my S.'\id Son 
Garrat, and to his heirs and Assigns forever, on Condition that he 
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allows his lfother the use or the two Wes tern most rooms of the Dwel­
ling house below. with Uonvenient fnr1111ture, to furniKl1 the Hl'lme 118 
his.Motherslmli think llt,(whlch furnature with the rest of my PPrsonl'II 
Estnte. I hernby give my Wife the use of It so Long 1111 she Lives.) 
.My Will also Is that my salcl Son Uarrnt slmll provi<le for 11ml allow, 
his said :Mother goocl and sulllchmt M11lnten11nce, so long as she lives, 
nncl nlso JlllY unto her the sum of three Ponmls per Annum. so long us 
she slmll live. If she cloth not accept thesnicl Maintenance 1111<1 leaves 
the houso: I.Hit If she stays t11ero not to p11y it. 11ml my wlll further Is 
that my four Sons Hoelotl'e. Koert, ,John 11111! Aluert shall tJach of them 
pay unto their said Mother the sum of Llll'tie pounds per annum so long 
as she thnll live. 

But my Desire is that In cRse my saicl Son Garrat shall Dye before 
his llother: That then his salil )!other shall have the choice eithe1· to 
live and be M11int11lnecl in the Westermnost part of my Dwelling house 
as 11fores11ld. or to rent it out to lier own Profit and be paid the sum 
of ten pounch1 ye111·Jy, oul, of tlw Estate hereiu and hereby given to my 
Son Garrat. in Liew of her l\foint11inauce together with the several 
sums of money, as is above appolntecl to be paid her yearly by my 
se verill ,;ons above 1111mecl. 

Item-l hei"t!by Give an<l Bequeath to my Sons ,John and Albert my 
Lot of L1111cl Lying nt Brunswick which was com•eyed to me by Koert 
vnn Voorhnyse by his Deecl benrlng dutfl the fifth <ll'ly of November, 
Anno Domini 1728, to be by them eq1mlly divided in Quantity 11ml 
Quality, between them or to be sold hy them 111111 turned into money, 
for their uHe. To have and to hole! the snicl lot of L11n<l to them my 
sai<l Sons John and Albert nnd to their Heirs 1111d Assigns forever. 

Item-I give an<l Bequeath to my five Daughters, Mary, .Albie, 
Neelhle, Rnchelall(! .Mm·garet, rnysml'IIJ Lott of l\Iea<low lying on the 
E11Sternmost side of <Jonascunck Me11do1v. Together with the small 
parcel of Meadow at Uonascunck, that I pnrcluL~ed of llendrick Hen­
drickson, to be eq u111Jy di vi<led amongst them in Quan tlty ancl Quality. 
or to be sold by them and turned into money. for their use. to have and 
to hold the same to them my s'd live Dnuitbters, l\Iary, Alhie, Neel­
hie, Rachel and Margaret, as Tenants in Uiimmon, an<l to their heirs­
and Assigns forever. 

Item-I hereby give ancl Bequeath to my Dm1ghter Mary, the sum 
of one hundred pounds to be paid her. by my Son Koert. vis., Fifty 
Pouncls, port thereof. within one year after my Dece11Se, an<l the other 
fifty pounds at my Wife"s Decease whenever that shall happen. 

Item-I hereby [tive ancl Bequeath. to my Daughter .Albie, the sum 
of one hundred Pounds, to ue paid her by my Sons Koert ancl Garrat 
Schenck, vis., the sum of twenty-five pounds by each of them within 
two years after my Decease and the other twenty-five pounds more by 
eai:h of them at my Wife's Decease as above mentioned. 

Item --I here!Jy ~Ive and Bequeath to my D11ughte1· Neelhie, the 
sum of oue bunclrecl pounds to be paid he1· by my Son Gam1t Schenck 
vis. Fifty pouncls part thereof within three years after my Decease­
and the other fifty pomuls at my Wife's Decease as above mentioned. 

Item-I hereby give and Bequeath to my Daughter Rachel the sum. 
of one hunrlred pounds to be palcl her by my son Garrat Schenck, vis .• 
Fifty l'ounds. part thereof within four years after my Decease and 
the other fifty ponnds nt mv Wife's Dece11.~e as above mentionecl. 

Item-I hereby give and "Devise to my Daughter l\farga.ret the sum 
of one hundred pouncls to be paid her by my Son Garrot Schenck, vis., 
the SUU.1 of .Fifty Pounds part thereof, to be paid her by my Son Gar-
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ret within three ye11rR after my Decease ancl the other llfty pounds to 
be paid her by my Son G11rmt, 11t my Wife's Decease as 11bove men­
tioned, 

Item-I hereby give amt DevlNe my Tl'l\ct of Land lying at I'enns­
neck, beginning at aChe11tn11t stake btandlng on the uorth side of Tata• 
mas Sw11mp m11rked on four sides with two notches, theuce north tlve 
degrees e1111t. thll'ty-three cl111lni; 11nd twenty,11even links to 11 black 
011k tree m11rked, thence North fol'ty-flve cleg1•pes West, six clmlns to 
lle11r Swmnp line, thence Westerly the ~everat com·ses of said Line 
about eighty-three ch11ln11 to the line running from A8111111i.;8l1tck, North 
nineteen Degrees Webt, 11nd thence 11long the t;11l,t line South sixteen 
Degrees East. one hnmlre,t 11ml eighty-one cl111i11s to A8sanssinck Creek, 
thence straight up the 1111id V1·eck, tweniv-011e chains to II Line Run 
from 'rat11m11s Swamp South Hev1•11teen Degrees West, thence along 
the said Line North sevllntee11 Degrees E11st, one humlred 1111d twenty. 
two chains ancl a half to II white 011k tree marked on four slde11, thence 
the Sl\me course 11bont four cl111im1 and a half. thence West fortv de• 
grees, .North eight chains to II atreat white oak marlced, thence West 
sixty-three Degrees North, thirty-nine chains, thence North four 
Degrees, fourteen chains and II half. thence East tlve De;trees South 
twenty-two chains to whence it llri;t began the snme con1alninir nine 
hundl'ed 11111I eighty-six acres of Lund, which above described Tract 
I hereby Glve11nd Devise to my tlve Daughters, l\lary, .A.Ihle, Neelhle, 
Ilachel and l\lar,ir11ret. To have and to hold the same to them my s'd 
Jive Daughters l\lary, Alhle. NeelhiP.. Unchel 1111d Mnrgaret, as Ten­
ants in common to them nnct to their heirs and assigns forever. hereby 
desiring them to Lett my sonij John mHl Albert have thti Uefu~al of 
pnrclmsl11g the same for the sum of two hundrect and fifty pounds, 
which if they refuse then to make so much of 11s they can of it. 

Item-I hereby give to my Grauel Children, the Sonsaml Daughters 
of my Daughter Anne. the sum of one llundred pounds current 
money of New Jersey, :1t s·s. p, os. to he paid them by my Sons Roe­
Joffe aud G11rrat. iu manner following, vis: my Son Hoetoffe to pay· 
twelve Pounds ten shillings to the Elrlest of my said l:rmnd Vhildren, 
and so the like sum yearly to the next Eldest, successively one year 
after another till six of them be paid, which comes to the sum of 
Seventy-five Pounds, and the two last yearly payments I hereby will 
to be paid by my Son Garnit, to the two youngest of my said tirand 
Children, being the snm of twelve pounds ten shillings to each of 
them~ the two last years. which makes up the said sum of one hun­
dred pounds, in case of death, Survivors to have such legacy equally 
divided amongst them. · 

Item-I hereby give my Gmncl D:m~hter Nelly, the sum of fifteen 
Pounds Currency. above said, to be p:ud her by my son Roeloffe when 
she shall come to the age of eighteen years, and also two cows to be 
given her out of my personal estate. 

Item-I hereby give all my Personal Estate, not hereinbefore dis­
posed of, that shall be left at my Wife's Decease, to be equally Di­
vided amongst my eleven Children, share and share alike. and in case 
of Death or want of Issue, the Survivors to have such share or shares 
equally Divided amongst them :it the Decease of my Wife aforesaid. 

And, lastly, I Do here Constitute, Make, ordain and appoint my 
loving Wife Nelhie with my Son Roeloffe and my Son-in-Law Hendrick 
Hendrickson to be the Executors and Executnx of this, my last Will 
and Testament ; Hereby Revoking and Disannulling all other and 
:!01111er Wills by me heretofore made and executed, Vonfirming this 
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and no other to be my hat Will and Testaml!nt. In witness whereof, 
I have heronnto Set my hand and Se11l the dnv nnd venr flrRt above 
written, 1730. GARRE'!' SCHENCK. [t. L,] 

Signed, Senled, Pnbllshed, Prononnce,l 11nd Declared by the said 
Gnrret Schenck, to be his L11st Wlll nnd Testament, In presence or us 
the Subscribers, 

.JOHANNES BENN'ET. 
HOELOP UOVENHOVEN. 
HOBE!tT DODSWORTH. 

By his Excellency, 
Lewis Morris, Esq .• Cnptnln-Gent>rnl nnd Governor-ln•Chlet In and 

over His :Majesty's Province of New Jersey, nnd the Territories 
thereon depending In America, nnd Vlce-Admlrnl In the Same, ,tc. 

To all to whom the11e presents shnll come Greeting: Know ye, 
that nt Perth Amboy. on the seventh day of October. in the year of 
our Lo1·d, one thousand seven hundred and forty-five, the Inst Will 
and 'l'estament of Garrat Schenck, lute of the County of Monmouth, 
Gentleman, deceased, was proved before .John Smyth, who was there• 
unto duly 11utf1orlzed and appointed for that purpose, and ls now ap­
proved and allowed by me. 

He, the said Deceased, having, while he lived, allCl at the time of 
bis death, Goods, Rights and Credits in divers places within this Prov­
ince, by mean11 whereof the full disposition of all and singular f.h& 
Goods, Rights ancl Credits of the said Deceased and the granting Ad· 
ministration of them, also the Henring of Account, Calculation or 
Reckoning, and the final Discharge and Dismisslon from the same 
unto me solely, and not unto any other inferior Judge, aremnnifestly 
Jmown to belong. And the Administration of all nnd singular, the 
Goods, Rights and Credits of snld Deceased, and his last Will and 
Testament of in any Manner or way concerning, was granted unto. 
Roeloffe Schenck and Hendrick Hendrickson, two of tile Executors 
(Nelhie Schenck having renounced her right) in said Testament 
named, chiefly of well and truly performing the said Will, and of 
making a true and perfect Inventory of all and singular, the Goods, 
Rights and Credits of the said Decensed, and exhibiting the same 
into the Registry of the Prerogative Court, in the Secretary's Office 
lit Perth .Amboy; and or rendering a just and true Account when 
thereunto lawfully required, being duly sworn, on the Holy Evange­
list3. 

In testimony whereof I have caused tbe Prerogative Seal of the 
Province aforesaid, In the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun­
dred aDd forty-five. 

7a. GERRET RoELOFSE SCHENCK, b. Flatlands, L. I., 27 Oct., 
1671; m. Flatlands, L. I., 1693, N eeltje Coerten van Voor­
nees, • b. Flatlande, L. I., bap. 5 Dec., 1680. He d. Pleasant 

•Neeltje Coert L'<ln VO<Yrhees wns descended from Coert S1£rense van 
VOOThces from Voorhee11 or from •· before Bees," a small nelghhor­
.1ood of nine housl!s and fifty inhabitants (1866), near Runien, in the 
Province of Drenth, in the Netherlands. 

The family subscribed themselves "van Voorhies," "van Voor­
hyes," "van Voorhees, and at present "Van Voorhis," or" Voorhis." 

S1£L"en Ooert i-an Voorhees is the common ancestor of this family on 
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Valley, near Holmdel, Monmouth Co., N. J., 5 Sept,: 1745. 
Issue: 

12a. I. AN'tJE, b. Flntlnnds, L. I., bap. 15 Nov., 1694; m. 
Mathias Lane. She died before her father made his will, in 
1739, and had issue six sons and one daughter. 

18a. II. RoELOF, b. Pleasant Valley N. J., 27 April, 1697; 
m. abt, 1718 Eugentje vun Doren, b. 1697. He died 22 Aug.,. 
1768, had three sons, Garret, William, and Roelof, who set­
tled in Amwell, in Hunterdon Co., N. J., and John and 
Jacob at Pcnnsnock, and several daughters. He was the 
great grandfather of the Rev. Dr. Noah Hunt Schenck, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

14a. m. MARY, b. near Holmdel N. J., l Nov., 1699; m. 
Marlboro, N. J., 1721, Hendrick Smock. She died 1747, had 
issue: six sons and two daughters. 

15a. IV. KoERT, b. at Plell!lant Valley, nea1•:.S:olrri.del, Mon­
mouth, Co., N. J., 1702; m. Freehold, N. J., Mary Peterse 
van Couwenboven, b. N. ,J., 1700, d. Marlboro, N. J., 17 May, 
1787. He died near Marlboro, N. J., 2 June, 1771. 

16a. V. ALTJE, b. Marlboro, N. J., bap. l May, 1705; m. 
Marlboro, N. J., Tennis Vllll Derveer, bad issue: six sons and 
three daughters. 

17a. Vt. NEELTJE,-b. near Holmdel, N. J, 1i08; m. East 
Pleasant Valley, N. J., 1725, .IIendrick Hendrickson. She 
m. 2d Elill!I Golden, b. liOO, d. 21 Feb., 1753. Issue: four­
sons and five daughters. 

L',-.k ·1·,rand, New Jersey, &c., und he with all his family except his 
daugi.ter, Merghein, immigrated in 1660, in the sWp Bontekoe, (Spot­
ted Cow), Capt. Pieter Lucassen. 

The father of St,evens was Coert Alberts, a resident of Voorhees, 
who had brothers, Steven Alberts. or Voorhees; Hendrick Alberts, of 
Twyel, who hnd five children living in 1684; Luystgen Alberts. of 
Hackes Welt, who had one child living in 1684; Jan Alberts, of Hef­
Jlying, who d. plior to 1084, leaving one dau., Hilbert Alberts, whc> 
alsod. prior to 1684, leaving two sons and one dau., and Wessel Al­
berts, of .Amsterdam, who also d. prior to 1684, leaving one dau. 
Coert also had sisters, Gerriten Alberts. of Oshaer, by Vegh ten. who 
was m. and hnd children, and Meriin Alberts, who m. N ewus, of the 
Bights, who d. prior to IG84, leaving children. 

/:Stephen Coerte had brothers who remained in Holland: Hilbert Co­
ert. of Voorhees b.1684; Jan Coerte, of Voorhees. who occupied the 
homestead of his father ; Albert Coerte, of Betbuyn, a carpenter who 
m. Aeltyn: and Wesvel Coert, of Veeninge; also sisters. He m. 
Willimp1e Roelolfse, ·1urchased land and settled in Flatlands, L. I., 
shortly after his arrival in this country and d. abt. Feb .. 1684, his will 
being dated 2.5 Aug., 1667. Issue: Megin. Merghin or Merchyn Stevense, 
whom. in the fatherland, d. 2 Oct., 1702, N. S. m. 1st Roelofs, m. 2d, 
Rommelt Willems, by whom she had a son, Willem Remmelts, school-
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18a. VII. RACHEL, b. near I-Iolmdel, N. J., bap. 2 April, 
1710; m. 1st near Holmdel, N. J., Guysbert Lougstreet, b. 
!!6 Nov., li07, cl. 1758; m. 2d 23 Oct., 1763, Jacob van Dorn; 
m. 8d 3 Dec., 1729, Tennis Denise. Issue: two sons and 
four daughters. 

19a. VJII. GARRETT, b. uenr Holmdel, N .• J., 2 N'ov., 1712; 
m. Flatlands, L. I., Nov. li37, ,Tnnetje Williamsc van Cou­
wenboven, b. Flo.tlands, L. I., 6 Oct., 1714, d. Holmdel, N. 
J., 14 Feb., 1702. He d. 20 Aug., 1757. Issue: four sons:111d 
sL...-: dnug-hters. 

20a. IX. }faRGARh"r, b. near Holmdel, N. J., bap.17 April, 
1715; m. Holmdel, X. J., abt. 1735, William van Couwen­
hoven, of Pennsneck; m. 2d Derick Longstreet, of Prince­
ton. lssue: three sons and three daug-hters. 

21a. X. J,\N, b. near Holmdel, K. J., 7 Dec., 1717; m. lst 
22 Nov. 1737, .Ann Conover, b. 23 March, 1720, d. 18 Aug., 
1739; m. 2d 5 Feb., 1741, Mary Johnson, b. 25 Aug., 17:.n, 
d. 7 Nov., 1767; m. 3d Catrina Holmes. He d. 13 Feb., 
1775. Is.Q-1te: three sons and six daughters. He was the g. g. 
father of the Rev. Dr. William E. Schenck, Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Board of Publications, Philudelpl1ia. 

master of Saxum in Gronegen ; Hendrickyn ~tevense who also m. in 
the fatherland and was alive in 1799; l'oeTt .St£te11se, of Flatlands, L. 
I., whose will is dated 26 Aug., 16ii. m. 1st-. m. 2d Marretje van 
Couweuhoven; Lucas Stevense. of Flatlands, L. I., living in li19, m. 
1st, Catharine Hansen, m. 2d, 26 Jany •• 1689 •• Jannetje Mennes; .Jan 
Stevens of Flatlands,L. l., living in lil!l. m. li March, 16i8, Cornelia 
Reyiners Wizzelpeuning, whod. 7 Jany._1680, m. 2d G Oct., 1680, Fem­
metje .Aulas. dau. of .Auke Janse van Nuyse ; Albert SteYense, m. 24 
.April 1681, Jielletje Reinniers Wizzelpenning; (all of the above chil• 
dren except Mergin and Henclrickvn having immigrated with the 
father.) .Abraham Stevense. m. Ai tie Stryker: Altje Stevense, m. 
Barent Perinnesz : .Tannetje Stevense, m. 16i2-:f, .Jan Martense 
Schenck, m. 2d 29 Feb., 1690, Alexander Symson ; aml Heudrikje Ste­
vensc, who is sup. m. 1st John Kiersted, and m. 2d .Albert Albertz 
Terhunen. 

Coe-rt Stet:eiise immigrated with his father in 1660. from Holland. 
He settled in Flatfands, L. I. Issue: Stephen Coert, of Flatlands, L l., 
m. Egge or .Acheie .Jans, and d. 16 Feb., li23-4; Meinard Coert, of 
New Utrecht, m. 9 Jany, 1660, Maria Pia or Pieters and cl. abt. li06, 
his "ill being proved 20 Feb., 1706 ; Albert Coert of }'latlands, L I., 
and New Utrecht, d. abt. 1748, his "ill being proved 14 .April of that 
year, m. 1st Sarah Willamsen, m. 2d Margrietje, m. ad 12 May 
1748, Willamtje Suydam, and also sup. to have m. 4th Ida van der 
:Bilt;Garret Coert. of Flatlands of L. I. and New Utrecht, d. 1703, will 
proved 23 Sept., 1704, m. 26 .April, 1685. Willemtje Pieters; Al tie Coert, 
m. JG.April, l68i. Joost Rutgerse van Brunt.of New Utrecht i Come­
lis Coerte, of Flatlands, L. I., bap. 23 Jany, 1678, m. Al~je -, 
Neeltje Coen t:an VOOTheu, bap. 5 Dec., 1680, m.-1693, Go.TTO.t Boelojse 
Schenck. 
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2:k XI. ALBERT, b. near Marlb::,ro, N. ,J., 19 April, 1721; 
m. 1st Caty Uonover, m. 2d Agne~ v:1n Brunt. He d. 21 
May, 1786. liJsue: eight sons and fh·e daughters. 

KOERT SCHENCK. 

But little can now be learned of the life history of Koert 
Schenck. He settled ou a large, uud at thnt time a poor 
sandy farm, aml it ~ related that after be ruoved there, bis 
near friends came to visit him, and while there went out to 
look at the land. They went about prying into the soil with 
their caue::1, and on their return to the house, such W!l.il the unfa­
vorable impression they hud of their brother':; success upon such 
~.mdi!, they shed tears over the gloomy prospect, jut.lgiug, no 
doubt, by the kno1vledge and traditions of the fatherland, the 
rich and productive soil of I-Iolhm:l being the standard of 
measure, or its counterparts in this country, which the early 
Dutch settlers so en.gerly ~ought out and settled upon. 

This was before the discnvery of m•1rl. Here it wu.s first 
brought to light, and 100,000 ton;i have been taken out, and 
thre>ugh its use that er::1twbile poor aud sandy farm now com­
prise,; two an:..ong the most beautiful and producth'e farms in 
that celebrated agricultural county. 

But by his intelligence and industry he !lucceeded in 
raising and educating his large family, and us we shall here­
after sec, giving to bis son William even a collegiate educa­
tion at the then College of New Jerciey. Koert ,vus early 
received into the memLerBhip of the church, ns in 1729, 
when not yet thirty years of age, be was chosen to serve n.. a 
deacon in the Reformed Church, and must have been a 
leading member, as on two occasions, under the dates of 
1747 and 1764-, he was chosen to serve as an elder. He also 
served God in his family, devoting his son Willinm to His 
ministry, and aiding hiru ,lltriug his cour~e of -,tuclies for this 
sacred profession. 

J 5,i. KoERT GERRETSE ScHEXCK, b. Pleasant Valley, near 
Holmdel, )fonmouth Co., N. J., 1702; m. Freehold, N. J., 
:Mary Peterse van Couwenhoven, b. in N. ,J., 1700, d. )1url­
born, :K •• J., l7 .\Ia;, 178i. He d. near ~1arlboro, N. J., 2 
June, 17il. Issue: 

23a. I. GARRET, b. near }forlboro, N. ,J., bnp. 12 Dec., 1725; 
m. 19 O.;t., 1744, Neeltje van Voorhees. 1s:Jue: three soUBand 
five dau,;hters. 

4 
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24a. II. PATIENCE, b. near )forlboro, N. ,J.; m. abt. 1758. 
William van Sooy. Had two sons. . 

25a, III. NEELTJE, b. near Marlboro, N. J., bap. 21 Dec., 
1781; m. Marlboro, N. J., abt. 1758, Christoffle Longstreet. 
Had at least one dau~h!er, '1.nd d. Malatsbush,N. Y. 

26a. IV. PETRUS, h. near Marlboro, N. J., bap. 14 April, 
1734; m.18 June 1758, Polly van Couwenhoven. He d. 
abt. 1828. Issue: three sons. 

27a. V . .A.NTJE b. nenr )forl!Joro, N .• T., hnp. 1 Jan., 1787; 
m. )lnrlboro, N. J., -- van Dyck (?), who d. Holmesburg, 
near Philadelphin, Pn. 

28a. VI. WILLIAM, h. near )farlboro, N. J., 18 Oct., 1740; 
m. Monmouth, X. J., 7 )fnrch, 1 i68, Anna Cumruin;, b. 
Monmouth, N . • J., 3 ).fay, 1i50, d. Franklin, Ohio, 23 June, 
1838. He d. Franklin, Obio, 1 Sept., 1828. 

29a. VII. KOERT, b. uear .Marlboro, N. J., bap. 24 Feb., 
1145;m. 21 Jan., 1767, Rebecca Rodgers. Ifa<l a daughter. 

80a. VIII .. MARITJE, b. near }farlboro, N. J., abt. 1727; m. 
28 Nov., 1744, Ort Sutphin. Issue: two sons and four daugh­
ters. 
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THE 

~EV. WII.rLrltfM SOJ-IE]\IOK 

DESCENDANTS. 

THE REVEREND WILLIAM SCHENCK 

The REv. W ILLIAllt Scn:sNCK was born at his father's home­
stead, near Marlboro, Monmouth County, New Jersey, 18 
Oct., 1740, (now, 1882, occupied by Mr. Uriah Smock,) and 
was baptized 20 Jan'y, 1741. 

But little can now be learned of his early history, as many 
of the most important of the necessary records from which 
it might have been obtained were destroyed in New Jersey 
during the war of the Revolution, and many others were no 
doubt lost or dest1·oyed on account of and during the many 
changes of residence in his life time, as but few of them can 
at present be found at bis last home in Ohio, or in the pos­
session of his numerous descendants. 

He entered Nassau Hall of the Uollege of New Jersey, the 
present Princeton College, on the 12th day of November, 
1761, and in his old memorandum book, which contains this 
statement, are many curious remarks relating to his expenses 
during his college life, the last entry being in l 766, and the 
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total amount expended up to that time being "£176, 6, 7½, 
(not including clothing, &c., received from home." • • ") 

He was graduated in the cluss of 17G7, his rliploma in Latin 
being elated "Nassau Hall on the clay before the Callends 
of October, 1767," and signed hy the Rev. William Tennent, 
pres.; Elihu Spinner, John Blair,,John S. Brainerd, Johannes 
McQus, H.ichardud Tr~at, and Carolus Mnck11ight. This 
diploma w1U!, in 1875, in the hands of Dr. Otho Evans, of 
Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, whose mother was a grand­
daughter of the Rev. Wm. Schenck. 

After leaving colle"e he studied theology with the Rev. 
William Tennent at Freehold, New Jersey, and was licensed 
by the Presbytery of N cw Brunswick in 1770. During this 
time he w11S intimately associated with the family of one of 
the old Scotch Presbyterians, Robert Cumming, whilom 
High Sheri-ft' of Monmouth County, who lived ut )fatealupau, 
in the vicinity of the Tenncnts, and with whom he for a time 
lived while prosecuting his theological studies, and whose 
daughter, Anna Cumming, he married on the 7th day of' 
March, 1786. She was born at .Monmoutb,Sew Jersey, 8d 
May, 1750, and died at Franklin, Ohio, 28d .June, 1888, ''a 
mother of many children and ns fnll of virtuous honors as 
-of years." Her grandmother was Catherine van Brugh, of 
New York city, who married first ,John Noble, an Ea.,.lish 
gentleman, and married second, 23 August, li88, the Rev. 
William Tennent, Jnn. This fact may, to some e::..-tent, ac­
count for some of the movenients of the Rev. Mr. Schenck, 
as, in 1777, he went to Bucks Count,v, Pa., the seat of the 
famons "log college," founded by the Rev. William Ten­
·neut, Sen. 

The year succeeding his entry into the ministry, in 1771, he 
was ordained pastor of the Presbyterian church at Allentown, 
New ,Jersey, where he preached "15 sabntbs before ye year 
17i2,'' as appears from hi~ record;;. Exactly bow long he 
remained here does not appear. Of the character and success 
-of his pastorate there is no record. It appears, however, that 
he gave part of his time to a station at Imlaystown. He 
mentions the sum of one pound twelve shillings for labors 
there. During these time;; ~his community, in common with 
the country at large, was being tossed in the throes and pains 
-0f the Revolution, and New Jersey saw her full share of the 
contest, and the contending armie;; traver;ied her territory 
-from end to eud, nnd the record of her Presbyterian element 
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stnnds sccon1I to none in loyalty 111111 v11lor. }~leewbcre it wrote 
uncl signccl the fir8t declnr11tio11 of l'esistance to J~nglish in­
justicc-th11t of lfo1·kli11burg,North f'nrolinu, 20 Mny, 1775,• 
to which the then Governor of thut Province, Mnl'tin, rcfors 
in bis ll·tter to the English Sccretury for Stnte, iu n letter 
dntccl Fort Johnsou, X. 0., 30 Jnuc, li75, ns follows: • • • 
"Tl1e situutiou in which I find lllJSl•lf nt pre8ent is indeed, 
my Lorri, r!e1-pic11ble nnd morti(riug. • • • The resolns 
of the conm1ittee of ~1ccklinburg, which yonr Lc,rdsbip will 
fincl in the enc•Ioscd uewspnpcr, snrpnBA ull tl1e horrid nucl 
treu~onnble publicutions that the iutl11111mntory i,;pirits of' tliis 
coutinent liave yet produced. • • • A copy of these re­
solves were sent off, I um i11forn1cd, hy cxpreHs to the Con­
gl'ess at Pl1ilmlclphi11, ns soon us tl1ey were passed in the 
committee." • • ~ • Aud here, when the coutlict begnn 
its ..ons held not b:tek, but were nmong- the tirst for tlie liberty 
of' their country. It could U(lt well he othe1·wi~e, eitl1er for 
the Ecotch 01; th1·ir Dutch or Frencl1 Huguenot usROl·inte,;i, 
At lcnst they had been a degcncrntc race, if not bold to with­
stnnd whatever hnd likeness to tyranny u11cl wrong. ]'or 
were unt thl'Y the diildren of fathers who, either behind tho 
dykes of IIollu,,d nguinst the troops of thnt wighty tool of 
Rome, l1bilip JI, let! l,y the bloody Alva, or on the lon:Iy 
plnins of Frnnee under the bnnuer;;; of the Huguenot, Jeri by 
the "wliite-plurucd" Henry of.Kavnrre,or nmong the stern hills 
nnd wild moors of Scotl:md us invi11ciblc Covenauters, stood 
firm to the <leuth, resisting oppression's power? Their sires 
had been illustrious in freedom's great battles for the right in 
many countries and in the mightiest ~trng-glcs the world has 
ever ;:een; 011r heroes wcr~ but trne to their teacliing~ nnu 
clenth)e;:s examples when the5· aro8e to expel the tyranny 
which sou~ht to establish itself in thi,; their new home. 

Sueh m~n were the ance:,;tor:; from which the Re,·. \Vm. 
Schenck had sprung, and·~m:h the people with whom he cn;;t 
his Jot, making theit· cause his owu, a;; clid all of his family 
to the remotest dPgrec of' ki11sbip. 

* It is stran~e. to say the least, that the Ureat Declaration, pub­
lished more tlum a year after these '' resoh·es " had beeu declared 
published. and a copy sent to Philadelphia. should bear such a strik­
ing similarity in form and subject matter, and it would be ,ery lmrd 
to conYil.ce an unprejudiced mind that II copy was not before the 
framer of the former when he first drew it up. The public prints of 
the day. coµies of which are extant, attest the geunineness of the 
lfecklinburg Declaration with which the Scotch Presbyterian in­
fluence had so much to do. 
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Although Allontown wa.s groutl,r favored in exemption 
from lost! 11ml l!t1tl:eri11g, tl1e immcdinto onrronmling country 
was terribly hnl'lll!l!ed. It is clnirnctl, and no doubt with 
trnth, that ilnri11g a pnrt of this time till ho weut to Bucks 
County, the Rev . .Mr. Schenck was connected with the patriot 
army 11s a chuplain, but no record )ms been found to !!how 
tlmt hewas uctu11lly co111mi;:sione1l 11.8 Huch, but 110 doubt he 
so nctccl at vnriot111 times when brouglit into contact with the 
urrny, n11 wus frer1ne11tly the cnl!e. Also th:,t he was a mem­
ber of the Mui.onic frntcrnity, ullll ns no record hn.s been 
fotrnd of his hu.ving received any of the degrees within the 
jurisdiction of uny c,t' tho Stute:;, he must huve l.,een rnaclc u 
~fa,3on iu ouo of the nnmerou,i arIUy lo1lges known tq f'Xil!t 
in "\Vashingtou's army. 

In 1 ii7 ho un1l his family were driven out of Xew .Jersey 
hy the Briti~h, and went to Bucks County, Pii., where he suc­
ceeded the Rev. ,Jonnthnn DuBois 11::1 pustor of tl1e church of 
.North :md Sonthnmpton, a Low Dutch con!,!rPga,iou, and hit1 
only l 0harge in the chnrch of his fathers. Thi>< pl:ice of wor­
ship is at Churchville, 011 the llt-istol rc1111l, and is prolmbly the 

. third, if not the second, de110111i1111tinnnl orgauizatiou in the· 
country. It wus originally called Nrshamin.11 Church, or, as­
it wns written in the old "Dntch records," Shummon.v." It 
is not known just when nor where the first church was­
built, lint no c.lonht near the creek that gives its name, aucl 
at an earh· <l::tc churches were erected on the street-road in 
Southampton, at what is now Treatsville, and at Richboro, 
in Xurthamptou. These churches were uecessnry to accom• 
modate the IIollan<l settlers in these two tqwusliip;,. At 
what time it was gin~n the nnme of North and 8011tl1ampton 
is not kuown, hnt probably when a chnrch huilding was 
erected iu e,:ch township. 

The P.ev. Jlr. Schenck went to Southaml'ton tlw 3d of 
}forch, 17ii, and mm·e,l to the parso1wg,', the farm now 
(1Si6) uwnetl by Stephen Rlio::ulcs, on the rotlll to Church­
ville, a <1uartcr of a mile from the Buck t~vcr11. the :.!ht of the 
following April. He rc1uained here some three years, and 
in April, 1 i80, removed tt• Pitt;,gTo,·e, Salem County, .New 
.J erse5. Perhaps there may be some record of his lnuors at 
these plac:cs. In this connection it may be 11ie11tioued that 
the Rev. William Tennent, of Freehold, X •• J., died S }forch, 
1 iii, and ahout October of that year, Catharine ( nm Brugh), 
his widow, ~tartec.1 S•Juth with her ~on, tl1e Rev. \Yilliam 
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rronnont, ,Jun., who wu11 pm1to1• of u Prosbytcriun church in 
Oh11rl0Hto11, South C11roli1m, tuki11g with him hiH fother'11 
vultmhlo p11por11. Whon nliout fifty milo11 from Oh11rl0Hton, 
be w11H 1m1ldonly t11ko11 11lok ancl diorl i11 11 Hhort time, a.nil 
11mong tot11l l!trm1gorH, mul lth1 fothor'11 pn.por11 b11vo, 11i11co 
that timu, lwo11 cntiroly lnHt 11ight of. '!'ho grlot'-Rtricken 
mother rotnrnod North after this 11oco1Hl houvy sorrow within 
tho yem·, urul is Haid to lmvo gone to rcHido with hor grnnd­
duugbter (Annu Cumming, wifoot'tho Hev, Wm.Scho11ck), 
in Hnck11 County, whore it i11 snppo11od Hho soon uftor died. 
After more thn.n ten yoarH of roscurch, it ha.A boon found, ns 
yet, impoNSiblo to dotormine tho dnto un<I pince of tho <lea.th 
of this e~tima.lilo lady." 

]'rom Pitt11grovo he removed to Ba.llston Spn, near Sa.m­
toga, Now York, us per the church record11: 

11 ..-lur,ust, 1780-Then remove,l to H11llt1to11, 1, ... 1 took the pasto· 
rial charge of that 1111cl Freehold congre!(11tlo11s, 11g1·eeable to II call 
from said co11greg11tlons, In 01·cler to settlement If 1111 things appear 
ab'l'eeable to them 11ncl me. 

(Signed) WM. SCHENC.:K, V. D. M, 
ThiK church was established the 22d of Septembor, 1775, 

as a.ppears from the church records of that date as follows: 
Be it remembered that 011 the 22cl of ge11tember, 1775, th11t then, we, 

the inhabit1mts of B111lston, who have been In full communion with 
the seveml churches of Christ where we belong; and uow by the 
Providence of Goll. having our lot cast in this part of the world 
where we 11re become members of the e;1me congregation, an,l being 
clesirous of enjoying the privileges of the gospel in full, we do in the 
fe11r of God covenant, agree 1111d promise to receive and walk towards 
each other RS brethren, ( by the gmce of Goel assisting us,) In all Chris• 
tian fellowshi1,1, and communion accor1Ung to Christ. We believe 
the 11:ospei RS it Is explained11nd betel forth in the Assembly of l>lvlnes, 
shorter catechism, 1ind the directory of the Church of Scotl1111d, as 
our pilln of church government, so far as we may flncl it to agree with 
the worcl of Goel, 

Brethren. 
ZACCIIEUS ScRIBNER. 
~TE\·EN WIUTE, 
.Tom,NASH. 
JOilN liOLlfES. 
D,\ YID CLARK, 
EBENEZElt SPRAGUE, 
HEZEKIAH Woon. 
HEZEKI,\11 MIDDLEBROOK, 
SAl\IUEL N ASII, 
ELIAKD[ ~ .ASH, 
TIIO:IIAS BROWN, 
SOLO)[ON Sl'RAGUE, 
JONAS WHITE, 

• But at=e Appendix '"B'' 

Sisters. 
M,\RY WmTE, 
1\IAUTHA GORDON, 
JANE SCOTT, 
SARA N'ASII. 
MARY WEED 
SARA KELLOGG, 
ELIZ, BALL, 
RIIODANASH. 
JEUU~lIA BENEDICT, 
AIIIGAL COLLINS, 
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St1ch is tho liHt ot' the fil'st momhorH or thit1 church, and of 
which tho Rev. Eliphulot Hall, Y. D. M., w11s pnstor, 

Ile with his fo1111ly 11ml u t'ow of hi!! formot• pnrishionera 
n.ncl mornh01·11 of 11, 11oighboring co11g1°l'gn.tion, wi:ro the first 
who onmo t'or tho purpose of m11king u pormn.nent settlement. 
Honco tho nn.mo ot' the town-H11ll11 'lown, M it wns origi­
n.illy cnllo<l. ~11'. Bull himself w11H 1L Congrcgntiona.l minis­
ter. Ho cumo from Bedford, Wcstcheste1· County, New 
York, WM uhout fifty-three yen.rt1 of ugc, wheu this church 
WM organized, und was rel11to1l to Gencrul Washington, bis 
father being t\ cousin of ~lury Bull, tho mother of Wusbing­
ton. How Ion~• he ministered to this church ns p1LStor it is 
impossible to llotormine. Cortuinly not after April, 1788. 
However, ho resided among them uutil his deuth in 179i. 

Under da.to of 11 Mny, 1787, there is the following reco1·d: 
"The congregation being satisfied ~ome weeks before, met 
in order to choose church officers, nnd ufter sermon the votes 
of the members und supporters present being ta.ken, it np­
pears tbnt. Messrs, Solomon Gurnsey, J a.mes White, and l$aac 
How was duly elected elders, and Messrs. ~Fehnel .Middle­
brook nud Elipha.lct Kellogg deacons. They ,vere propoun­
ded 11nd no ob,iections appearing, they were set apnrt to theh· 
offices June 9th, 1787." Thu11 quietly ,vas the PrCHbyterian 

.order en~rafted upon tho congregntional liberty and indepen­
dence. It is probable that about this time the church united 
with n Presbytery, but it is not known which one. A few years 
after it was in connection with that of Albnuy, Xew York. 

Ou the 26th of August, li88, the following record appears: 
"The committee from the Presbytery met, according to ap­
pointment; Mr. Young preached the admission sermon from 
I Tim., 4:16, and Mr. McDonald, of Albany, installed Mr. 
Schenck as pastor of this congregation, und ~ave the charge 
to Mr. Scheuc:k and to the people." U ncler ctate of June 5, 
1789, it was recorded that there was a" meeting about some 
plan for the reformation of morals and manners, etc., and a 
day was set apart, tho next Friday, to be kept as a d~y of 
fasting and prnyer aud humiliation on account of the with­
drawal of God's spirit from his church, as, also, on account 
of the scarcity of bread uud threatening aspect of the rising 
crop." 

The he!lb,vtery of Albany, New York, wns formed on a 
resolution of the ~ynod of New York, 8 October, 1790. 
The following miui:;te:s bud been set upurt to l!Onstitute it: 
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The lfow. "rilli:un :3clwuck, of Dull~ton; J obn W arfor,l, of 
Snlem; John jfcDnuald, 11f Albany; John Young, of St·he­
nectndy and Currie's .Uu,h (l'rineeton); ;folm Linscln.,·, of 
Uurpersville, Kort wright nnd Delnwnre, members of the Pres­
bytery of Xew York, and Rev. Sumpso11 O,·eum (un Indian), 
of !Jrotlierton, ot' the Presbytery of t,ntt'.,lk. Tlw tir~t meet­
ing ,rn::1 held in tlie city ut' Albany 011 the second 'l'nC'~duy of 
Noq)mber. at 11 o'clock in t!te fornuoon. jfr. Scl1c11ck was 
to prcncl1 :ind pre,i,le n11til a mocleratnr be ehosen, or in his 
absem·e the st•nior minister prc~eut. ·Tlie minute of s,n1o<l 
iii si,!!necl .Jolm Rogers, synod's moderator. The roll of 
churches which were members of that Presbytery is interest­
ing us gi\'iu;.; ,;ome kuowled!,!'e of what hn<l taken place in the 
vicinity of .Ballston, ,;ince the ,.1rganization of a chnrch there, 
and b,:fore the meeting 1.1f tlac Presbytery nf Alhany, und in 
all of which j[r. Sehcnck was deep!.'· intcre~terl. In these 
part:i the following chnrclies nnitecl with the l:'rc~hytc1·y he­
fore 17()0: Ballston, Freehold ( Chartnn). N' cw Galloway, 
East Ballston, and, iu 178~, :\lilt11n. Tlacrcfore, in ;;eve1,tt-en 
. .-cars from the org:rnir.atiou of the Ballston t·lrnrch, when 
there was no other uurtli of tlac ~[ohawk antl west of the 
\·nlley <Jf the IIudsou, we now finrl, witlain a radins of fi\·e 
miles, three ntlaers, within the limits of j!r. Bull's first con­
gregation. There arc, at preseut ( 1875), tweh·e churches 
within sound of it:< bell. 

jfr. Schenck's rninistrr must have heen an acti,·e one. At 
the first he was to preach at Freehold part nf the time, ancl 
Ja11uur,v IO, 1792, he was appointed to snpply jfilton oue­
third of the time. He r1.mmined hc1·e for seven year;;, and 
must have irone t,tJ· and nL•ai·, a.~ there arc records of his labors 
at Cherry Valley :m<l Cnmbridge and ma:1y points hetwcen, 
and to !,is re,-istlc~~ energies are tine the facts of the org:an­
izution of so mn11y clmrehes, and tlie ::1prc:1ding of Go,l's holy 
word in thhi, then great and remote wil,lel'lles~. There are 
records of one hundred aurl thirty-tive baptisms and one hun­
dred and sixty marriages pc;·fo1;me<l by him during thi;s short. 
period of sc,·en years in this !'par:<cly settled country ; the 
records in some cases being very curious, ns witness the follow­
ing exam1,le : 

Know all men by these presents. that WE. Amos :\Iorse and Amas.'l 
Quivty. both of Alhauy Uoamty and State of Xew York, do bind our­
selves over to the Rev. William Schenck, vf Ballston. County and 
State aforesaid, In the penal sum of live hundred pounds currency of 



RE\'. WILLIA~[ St::llESCK. 53 

s'd State, to bear the s'd Wm. Schenck HAnl1L1,:ss. of marrying said 
A. Morse ro Elizabeth Qui\•ey, of s11id place, us witness of !muds nnd 
seals thiij lGth clay of January, 1 ;ss, in presence of 

(Signed) f ~~rli~ ~fo~E. 
t .1.UL\.SA qt;IVEY. 

The wa • ...-: of the seals still remaining. It has beeu suggested 
that this bond show;; hnw much, under certain circumstunces, 
a nmn is williug to he l,ouud for a wife, or perhaps, how much 
a brother will risk to haYe a sister get married. It certainly 
shows that the reYerencl g-eutlemnu considered n marriage 
no idle cercnio11Y. ~ 

Iu ,June, 1703, he left ll:illstuu and went to Huntington, 
Long Island, where he succeeded tlie l{ev. ~Ir. Woodhull as 
pastor. Thompson, in his history of .Long Island, spenks of 
him as a man of much personal dignity, nn<l who maintained 
a character which cLnllenged the respect of all who knew him. 

His manuscript sermons exhibited mental ability of no 
mean order, remarkably clear !:'Xpressions of diYine truths. 
He e-,ridently relied upon God's trntb, foithfnlt proclaimed, 
to do His work, and wus n sound evangelical preacher, pos­
sessing an analytical mind of a high or,ler and ~rrcat knowl­
edge of Scripture. He was blessed with a wonderful consti­
tution and remarkalJlc energy, as is attested by the varied 
and widely extend l'cl labors of his long life, by the fact of his 
many long and difficult journeys, especially his Inst one from 
Newark, :S. J .• to O!Jio, made with the rurle conveyances of 
more than sc\·cnty years ago, and when he w:1s at the ad­
vanced a~ed tif more tlian se,·euty-se,·en years. Ile re­
mained at Hunti11gton until 1817, when he resigned his charge 
ancl retirctl from the active duties of the minist!'y and went 
to the hon1e of hi;; ,mu, General William C. Schenck, at 
Fraukli11, ,varren County, Ohio, and to this good old man, 
already far beyond bis allotted " lhree score and ten years," 
who had then faithfollv served his '.\-la~ter for nearly half a 
century, in peace and fn war, in the wilderness and amid the 
comforts of civilization, his new and last home upon earth 
is inrlcbted for itR fir;,t chu:·ch or~anization. Al hough the 
weight of nearly eighty years rl';:ted upon his silvered head 
he was Yet not on!\" willinit and anxious but :ihle to continue in 
the goorl !':ervice ":liich had ;,o Ion it occupied the best energies 
of his life, au<l his tirst work in his uew h\lrne was to set ubout 
·th" org-anizatinn of another" church in the wilderness." 

Culiing in the ai,sistance ·or the Rev. Francis :Monfort, of 
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the New Jersey church, nenr Fmnklin, they, on the 20th 
day of May, 1818, perfected the orgunization of what has 
since been callecl the Presb,\'teriun Church in Franklin, but 
which at that time was renlly n." Union Church," it' such a 
term be permittc<l, nnd its members ombrnced Christians of 
many <lenominations, but probably under Prcsbyterinn gov­
ernment, ns both tho ministers who organized it were of that 
denomination, au<l Mr. 8cbenck acto<l as pastor. The dog­
mas of church were, for a time, @ct nsido, an<l nil sought the 
opportunity of once more atteuding tho ten.cbiugs of God's 
word. A building was erected-where the Baptist Church 
now ( 1882) stuncls-n.nd, so long II.I! the good Dominie lived, 
the church progressed. But, on the 1st clay of September, 
1823, he died, as full of years as of honors, un<l this church 
was soon sadly demoralized; the building used as a market 
place, nnd even bocnme a harbor for pigs and cn.ttle. 

In person, the Rev . .Mr. Schenck was upwards of .five feet 
ten inches in height, finely formed, rather dark complex­
ioned, and endowed with much more than the usual share 
of vigor vouchsafed to man. It is related of him that, upou 
his arrival nt the young and thriving western village, he 
was nn object of much remark and wonder to the children of 
the pioneers who had been born there, and had never before 
seen an olcl and white-bended man. lie excited in them no 
doubt as much surprise and astonishment, as did in days of 
the old grey-beards of Rome for the warriors of Attila. 

1. REV. WILLIAM SCHENCK. 
(28a.) 1. REv. WILLLUI SCHENCK, b. near Marlboro, N. 

J., 18 Oct .• 1740; m. Monmouth, N. J., 7 March, 1768, An­
na, (dau.ofRobert CummingandMaryNoble,) b. nearMon­
mouth,N. J., 8 Ma'°, 1750,d.l!"'ranklin, Ohio, 23 June,1888. 
Ile d. Franklin, Ohio, 1 Sept., 182-3. lssu.e: 

2. I. 1\-fARY, b. near Freehold, N. J.; m. Franklin, Ohio, 
1820, Judge Isaac Spinning (?), b. Elizabethtown, N. J., d. 
Dayton, Ohio. 

3. II. ROBERT Cu:r.wnm, b. near Freehold, N. J., 11 Jau'y, 
1772; m. 1st 1 Aug., 1792, Zerusiah Hughes, b. Cape May, N. 
J., 19 At,ril, 1776, d. Cape May, N. J., 7 Nov., 1818; m. 2d, 
Polly Shaw. He d. Cape May, N. J., 18 Jan'y, 1888. 

4. m WILLIAM C0RTENUS, b. near Freehold, N. J., 11,Tan'y 
1772; m. 14 Sept, 1798, at Huntington, L. I., Elizabeth, ( dau. 
of Wm. Rogers and Sarah Potter,) b. Norwalk, Conn., 27 
Dec., 1776. He d. at Columbus, Ohio, 12 Jan'y, 1821. 
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5. IV. OATJIARINE VAN Hnuou, b. near Freehold, N. J., 
Jan'y, 1774-5, cl. unmarried at Franklin, Ohio, 4 July, 1871. 

6, V. Jom, NoDLE CUMMINu, b. Chnrchvi!Je, Bucks Oo.,Pa., 
24 Jan'y, 1778; m. 1st, Fr11nklin, 0., 2 Sept., 1802, Snrab, 
( dnu. of -Tupscott uud --,) m. 2d, <.,;inoinuati, 0., 8 Oct., 
1848, Phebe W., (dau. of Jessie Ueeder ancl Phebe Wheeler,) 
widow of Willinm R. Schenck. He cl. Frnnklin, Ohio, 25 
Oct., 1867. 

7. VI. ANNA, h. ubt. 1781; ru. Huntini;,-ton, L. I., Benedict 
Gregory. 

8. VII. GARHET .ALEX.ANDER, b. Pittsgrovo, Salem Co., N. 
J., :20 April, 1788; m . .Newark, N. ,J., 28 Feb., 1807, Mary 
Plume, b. Newark, N. J., 24 June, 1783, d. Franklin, Ohio, 
19 Dec., 1856. He d. Franklin, Ohio, 8 Jan'y, 1886. 

fl. VIII. PETER TENNENT, b. Ballston Center, Saratoga Co., 
N. Y., bap. 10 Juno, 1787, d. Fmnklin, Ohio, unmarried. 

10. IX. ELIZA, b. Ballston Center, Sarntoga Co.,N. Y., hap. 
6 July, 1789, d. Franklin, Ohio, abt. 1820, unmarried. 

3. Dn. RonER1' CU.MlIING SonENCK. 

DR. ROBERT U. ScnENCK was born near .l!'reeholcl, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey, on the 11th day of January, 1772. On 
the 7th Dec., 1791, he was certified by Drs. Scott and Howard, 
at Princeton, N. J., as possessed of the necessary skill as a 
physician and surgeon, which certificate was approved and a 
license issued to practice, 14 Dec., 1791, by Judges James 
Kinsey and Isaac Smith, of the supreme court of that State, in 
accordance with the act of the 2d Nov., 1786. He went to 
Cape May, N. J., in 1790, and finally settled at Cold Spring, 
Cape May County, New Jersey, where he was the only prac­
tising physician until a short time before his death, 23 Jan'y, 
18-. On the 11th May, 1807, be was commissioned a sur­
geon of the first regiment iu the Cumberland Brigade of the 
Militia of New Jersey; 9 Nov., 1819, he was one of a com­
mittee, appointed by the New Jersey Medical Society, to or­
ganize a district medical society for the county of Cape May. 

DR. ROBERT C. ScuEYCK bad issue: 
11. I. CATHARINE, b. Cape May, N. J., 19 July, 1793; m. 

John SkiU~er. She d. Philadelphia, Dec., 1869. 
12. II. WILLIAM, b. 29 May, 1795; m. Mary Steelman, and 

lived at Mary's Landing, d. Aug., 1854. 
13. m Ro»ERT 0., b. 4 Aug., 1798; m. Arabel Aarons, 

lost at sea in March, 1831; no issue. 
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14 aud 15. IV nml V. XANCY un<l MARTHA, b. 19 Dec., 
1800. Nancy m. 5 Sept., 1820, Rccompensive Hund. Shed. 
23 May, 1854; )fortha m. 81 Dec., 1821, Philip Hand, who 
m. 2d, 21 Dec., 1837, Samh H. Ifund; .Martha cl. 11 Oct., 
1886. 

lti. VI. LmAEL, b. 5 Jnn'y, 1803, d. 17 Sept., 1804. 
17. VIL ZE11.UIAH, b. 8 Nov., 1804, cl. 7 March, 1815. 
18. VIII. )L\utA, b. 12 July, 1806; m. Wm. Cussidy, of 

Cape )lay Island. 
19. IX. ~lELIXDA, b. 14 Feb., 1809; ru. 1st, Wm. Brooks, 

no issue; m. 2d, Jo::1eph Ludl:,m, and had one sou. She cl. 
N. -Y ., 24 NoY., 18Gl. 

!!O. X. ELIZA, b. 12 Sept., 1811, d. 10 Sept., 1812. 
21. XI. ELIZA, b. 28 July, 1813; m. lst,--Collins; m. 

2d, Eclward Croft. had a ~on who cl. with nrrm in Flo1i<la 
war; she cl. in New York, 13 April, 1858. • 

4. WILLIA:lt C0RTEXUS ScBEXCK. 

GEXERAL \VILLIA)t C. ScuExcK was born near Freehold, 
Monmouth County, New ,Jersey, 11 Jan'y, 1773. Ilis early 
life wn:i spent mostly with Lis father, who superintended his 
education, but which was no doubt made more complete at 
Newark, Xew Jersey, where he went to reside, fora time, 
with his uncle, General John X. Cur:rming. .About this time, 
when called upon to make choice of a profession for life, he 
devoted himself for a time to the studv of both the law nnd 
medicine, not yet having determined ·which should be his 
final choice. Soon after, however, filled with the spirit of 
enterprise which then carried so many young men of energy to 
the almost unknown West, he, at the a~e of nineteen, went 
to the Northwest Territory, to the then recently estublished 
village of Cincinnati, or Lasantil:ille, as it wns at first named 
by the erudite but unfortunate John Filson, who, with ~la­
thias Denman and Robert Patterson, of Kentuck-y, had about 
1788 e.itnblishecl a town on a tract of laud opposite the mouth 
of the Licking river, on the north side of the Ohio, to which 
town Filson gaYe the aboYe curious name, to indicate, as he 
claimed, the "city opposite mouth of Lickin_q," but which name 
Govenior St. Clair, in 1790, changed to Cincinnati, after the 
famous society of that name. 

Mr. Schenck, no doubt, first went to the Ohio country in 
some way connected with the interests of bis uncle, General 
Cumming, and also, perhaps, in those of Mes,;rs. Burnet, Day-
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ton and Judge Symme~, also of S'ew Jersey, friends of General 
Cumming, and all much interested in various. ways in that 
section of' conntry, but we have no present knowledge as to 
his employment for some time after his arrival ~in that 
country. 

His first commission in the militia. was tbut of "Lieuten­
ant of the Hamilton County )Iilitia of the United States 
Nortb,vest ot'the Ohio," nncl bears date the 0th Feh., 1798, and 
indicates an early and ncth·e participation in public affairs, he 
being so recently arrived, and only twenty years old. 

The following letter nd<lressed to him at Huntington, Long 
Toland, would seem to indicate that he was obliged to retum 
home on account of ill-health: 

NEW ,mx. July 26th, '96. 
DEAR W:11.: Yours of July 19th I ha¥e rec'd, and wish you to come 

here immediately. I want yon to go into Montgomery County to 
examine a piece of lnnd. and perhaps from thence to .Tenesse. This 
northAm toar will establish your health, and in September set out for 
the westward. * • '" J. N. CU::Pol.MIXG. 

On the 24th of September, 1795, Gen. Cumming sent the 
following instructions to Mr. Schenck, "On hi!! way to the 
}fiami," viz: · 
To Wm. C. Schenck: 

Sm: You will, upon your arrival at the .Miami, deliver the lettersto 
Judge Symmes and Israel Ludlow,andlosenotimeinacqufringevery 
posslble acquirement in the surveying business. * '" • Make all 
possible obliervation respecting the lands included in S.xm~es• pur­
chase, and the lands upon the other side ot the Great ltjami, and as 
soon as opportunity offers upon the couutry westward. Give me an ac­
count as often as possible of your operations and what advant~eous 
purchases may be made. Confine yourself to your own line of busi­
ness, surveying. drafting. and making deeds, conYeyances, &c. Lastly, 
make choice of· the best lands the country affords. • • • 

Such, then, seems to have been the in:.;tructions under 
which )lr. Schenck went for the second time t:> the Ohio 
country in 1i95 . 

.April 26th, 179ti, the General wrote as follows: 
D"R WILLLUJ:: I have rec'd t,vo letters from you. • * * llr. 

Lucllo,v will bring with him a compass and chain and mathematical 
instruments, and will render you every aid in his power. • • • I 
shall send some land wa.-rants by Mr. Ludlow, • • • and in time 
will send more. '" '" • 

June 13th, 1796: • '" • I have waited a long time for the de­
parture of Mr. Ludlow and Jacob Burnet. '" • '" I have famished 
you with a complete compass and surveying implements necessary, 
which you will please to accept as a small testimony of my esteem. 
• • • I e~ect as soon as 1011 conveniently can that you will send. 
me a map of the country. • * 
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The old General in these letters constantly und earnestly 
enjoined upon his protege to use every effort to perfect him­
self iu the surveyor's 11.rt nnd to become an nceomplisbed 
dra.ugbtsmnn, advice which was so well followeJ thnt he be­
came recognized nsone oftbe most competent surveyors in the 
West; his skill in this nrt, no less than his well-known in­
tegrity and extensive knowledge of the country, cnusin~ him 
at a Inter day in his life to be elected by a joint sesS1on of 
the State legislature as one of the members of the first com­
mission appointed tosur\·ey and locate the route of the great 
Ohio canal. 

During the year 1796 Mr. Schenck surveyed nnd laid out 
the town of Franklin, of which place he was the proprietor 
and founder, as appears from bis statement of the facts, as 
spread upon, and made part of the public records, as follows: 

The town of Franklin was laid out in the year 1700, by Wm. C. 
Sclienck uud D. C. Cooper, as they thought, on the south part of the 
fractional Section No. 32, in the 2d township, and 5th entire range 
of townshiJ?S between the :Miami rivers. In the year 1S00 Wm. c. 
Schenck became the sole proprietor, by purchase from Wm. Cooper, 
and in the winter of the same year the Legislature passed an act to 
provide for the recording of town plats. By reason of the uncertainty 
of the tenure by which the lands purchased by Judge Symmes north 
of bis p11tent was held, b11t mostly on account of the existing doubts 
with respect to the boundaries of those tracts, it became a matter of 
<li~pute who was the proprietor of the town, and therefore impracti­
cable to comply with the requisition of the above law. By the law of 
the United Stat•s establishing the posts or corners run under the direc­
tion of Judge Symmes, the late decisions of the commissioners al?:" 
pointed by la'!,and the recentsurvey made by the Surveyor General it 
appears that ,~ m. C. Schenck is proprietor of oDlY a part of the town 
of Franklin, and that Robert Ross hath become owner of the other 
part. The subscriber, wishiDg as i::ear as maybe toactconformablyto 
law, hath caused to be made of record, together with this statement 
and the follo\\ing description of the town or Franklin: 

The town is laid off in squares or blocks of 24 poles. Each block is 
divided into slots. .Agreeable to the plan. each lot is 6 poles ODe way 
and 12 poles the other. The streets are each 4 poles wide, except 4th 
street, which is 5 poles wide. The course of the streets running pai-allel 
with the river is S. 20 E., the other streets run at right angles fro:n 
them. The spacPs between :!d and 5th streets, and between Frout street 
and the rivt:r is given to the inhabitants of the town for a common to 
be perpetually kept open for that purpose. Lots numbered 39, 40, 51, 
and 52, are given for the purpose of erecting thereon public buildings. 
Those lots are painted green; the partly colored lot at the upper end of 
4th street is reserved for a church and is 18½ poles fro11t and 12 pc>les 
rear. · 

The out-lots contain four acres each, are S ch. 66 links one way and 
4 ch. 62 links the other way, excepting the lots No. 16 and Ii, which 
contain upwards of 6acres each. The divisions between the subscri­
ber and Robert Ross is designated by the red line. 
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I certify the above to be a true description of the town of Fmnklln 
and desire it may be recorded the 1st day of July, 1S02. Given under 
my hand at Franklin. 

tSlgnedJ W. C. SCHENCK. 
Hamilton S.S.: :Before me .Tns. McCarhen, one of the J.P. of said 

County, previously appeared W. C. Schenck, &c., &c. 
(Signed) J.ll!ES l!cCARHEN. 

To whom it may concern : Whereas by the decision of the Commis­
sioner~ appointed by the act of Congress granting the right of pre• 
emption to certain purchases of land from John C. SY1I1mes north of 
hiS patent, I have become the proprietor of a part of the to,vn of 
Franklin. No,v these presents testify, that I hereby request that this 
plot of the town of Franklin may be recorded and I do obligate my­
self, my heirs and assigns to grant and convey unto different pexsons 
who have contracted with W. C. Schenck and D. C. Cooper for lots In 
that part of said town of which I have become proprietor as aforesaid. 
All the lots so contracted for (whether In-lots or out-lots) in the same 
manner and on the same terms as the said W. C. Schenck and D. C. 
Cooper were bound w do as aforesaid. Witness my hand this 2d day 
of Augu.st, 1802. 

(Signed) 
hls 

ROBERT R. x ROSS. 
mark 

Sworn before the J. P., in the same manner as the preceding 
statement of Gen. Schenck and completed as follows: . 

I do further oblige myself to leave an alley open above and north 
of the in and out lots. 

Witness my hand this 2.1 day of August, 1s02. 
(Signed)' W. C. SCHENCK. 

And also sworn before Jas. McCarhen, J. P. 

The above copies from the records of Warren County are 
transcribed to these records from those of Hamilton County 
Records, Book E, No. 2, pp. 178-'79-'80, April 27, 1852, 
the original documents being on file in that county, as Frank­
lin was originally in it. 

In 1797 Mr. Schenck set out to survey what was k"Ilown 
as the ,: Military Tract," and in the followina year he return­
ed to his father's home at Uuntington, Long Island, where, in 
September, he v.as married, and either returned immediately 
to Cincinnati, or went there early the following spring, as 
Genera.I Cumming wrote him at that place, under date of the 
28 April, 1 i99 : "I received one letter from you immediately 
after your arrival and none since. Mr. Low informed me 
that you and your dear little girl were well. How does she 
like the woods ? " • • They for the present lived at Cin­
cinnati. 

On the 26th day of September, 1799, the first territorial 
legislature organized its session at Cincinnati. The l~sla­
tive council consisted of Jacob Burnet, of Cincinnati; .t1enry 
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Vanclerburg of Vincenne.1, now in Indiana; Duvid Vance, of 
Vance~·ille, in Jefferson County, and Robert Oliver, of :Mar­
ietta. Henry Vanderburg wa.s elected president of the coun­
cil, and William C. Schenck, secretary. 

After this session the seat of government wa.s remo'\'ed to 
Chillicothe, where it remained while the territory exi~tecl, 
but it is not known whether }fr. Schenck con tinned to net ns 
secretary or not. The latter place remained the seut of gov­
ernment under the State form until the "s1ocrpers" removed 
it to Zanesville in 1809. 

In 1808 Mr. Schenck was elected a member of the first 
senate of Ohio, serving two years. 

During the winter of 1801-'2 )lr. Schenck sur\'eyecl and 
laid out a town at or near the junction of the north and south 
fork of the Licking river, upon the lands of Gen. ,J. ~- Cum­
ming and Mr. G. \V. Burnet, a tract of some 4,220 acre,:, and 
in which )fr. Schenck was given a third interest with the 
former persons, who appointed him their agent, with author­
ity to lay out the town on this site. The lands about here 
were included within the United Stat~ military district sur­
veyed into ranges, townships and sections in pursuance of the 
act of Congress passed in June, li96. At that time no one 
in what is now Licking County was living upon his own laml 
except John van Buskirk; all the rest were squatters. But 
:Mr. Schenck took with him the plats of surveys of this and 
the adjoining township~, and wns soon able to inform the set­
tlers here who were the owners of the lund. He boarded with 
Isaac Stedden, who lived half a mile or more down the Lick­
ing, from the junction of the forks, while engaged in laying 
out Newark, which, with the assistance of another surveyor, 
Samuel H. Smith, was accomplished in the year 1802. It is 
claimed 11.S very evident that ~Ir. Schenck wns a liberal­
minded gentleman, from his manner of laying out the town. 
Its '\"Cry broad streets and ample public square testify to this. 
His views were broader than those of others who have since 
made additions to the place, as nearly all the streets outside 
the original plat are cut down to ordinary, and some even 
less than ordinary width. At this time there were only about 
twenty-three families, and a few unmarried men, as the ag­
gr~1r1te population of what is now Licking County. It wns 
well along in the spring of this year when the lots were put 
in the market, and during the year :five or six cabins and one 
hewed log-house were built. The :first sale of lands in this 
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township occurred 20 .\fay, 1802, an<l was ma<le by Messrs. 
Schenck, Cumming aud Burnet, to Johu Warden, who pur­
cbnsed two huudre<l and eighty-fivll acres of land on the enst 
si<le of section four. On the snme dav the snmc parties sold 
to Anthony .Miller three hundred nud fifteen acres of land 
.adjoining Warden's. Both of these deeds were ack"Dowledged 
before r~nnc StNlden, then a justice of the peace. 

Mr. Schenck continued to reside at Cincinnati until 1803. 
General Cum1uing's last letter to him at that plaC'e, bearing 
dute the 28th of February, 1803, after which datenll of his let­
ters were addressed to him at Franklin, where he had tben 
permanently made his home, and where he continued to re­
side until his death in 1821. In the abo,·e-mentioned letter 
the Gen~ral says: "Jonathan Dnyton will set out for your 
-count11· ma few days." 

Mr. Schenck selected for the site of his home, a lot on 
Front street, between First and Second streets, a beautiful 
spot, overlooking the Miami river. A part of his hou;ie is prob­
ably yet stnniling, next to that of D1·. Otho Evans, Sen.; and 
in it were born all of his children e.~cept the first two, who were 
born at Cincinnati. 

After settling his family in Franklin, he continued actively 
~ngaged in the busy life of a succe93fn] surveyor; also largely 
~mployed in the busi118Sd of selling lands. This, however, prin­
cipally as the agent for others, and especially for Gen. Cum­
mings and .Mr. Burnet, and for a number of other ~ntlemen 
in New .Jersey, and in other parts of the country • .tt.owever, 
he had early acquired large land interests of his own in the 
Miami country and elsewhere, and which required no small 
share of his personal supervision. Besides all this, he was 
the foremost person in che community in connection with all 
public matters, and the amount and variety of work he ac­
-complished in those days of indifferent means of intercom­
munication seems truly wonderful, and evinces in him the 
possession of remarkable vigor and powers of endurance, as 
well as a high order of mental ability and business capacity. 
:Being possessed of a considerable knowledge of the law, and 
there being but fow of that profession in bis vicinity, and 
being well known by his neighbors and friends as a wise and 
safe adviser, he became widely known as an arbiter of disputes, 
and thP. confidant of bis neighbors in the settlement of their 
difficulties, drawing deeds and wills, and in many cases the 
~xecutor of the latter, and withal extending an unbounded 
hospitality to all. 
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His se<:oncl militnry conuni,sion w11s thnt of '' Captain, 
--- Battalion, Third Regiment of Unrnilton County," 
bearing tlnte the 17th of November, 1807. 

In 1809 the net providing for appointment ot' tho trustees 
of .Minmi Univt>rsity was p!Wled, nncl Mr. Schenck bec11mo one 
of the members of the original bonrd, tnking nn active pnrt 
for se,·eml years-up to the time of hi,; clenth-in the estnb­
lisbment nnd buil<l.ing up of thnt in~titnticm. 'fho univer­
sity was located in 1810, but not in Symmes' tract, as wa8 by 
some held to be required by the grant of Cungress. That 
body hail indeed enacted thnt there should he tho privilege 
of setting apnrt one entire tuwn,,hip for the ,;upport of nn 
ncndemy or college, but onl_\' when the grnnt of lnnd was for 
not less than two million of ncres. Symmes' trnct wns sup­
posed to be eqnnl to this nnrulJet• of acres, nnd undt?r tbat 
supposition the judge hnd designated n township to be re­
served for the purpor,es of n college, but the final patent to 
him was for only 311,fi82 aer~, nncl, finding tlau.t this town­
sbi,:, could not then be used for the purpose intended, it was 
finally disposed of by ,Judge Symmes. 

During war of 1812 .Mr. Schenck held a commi~ion in the 
militia. In ,JunA of that yenr the northern frontier wns de­
fended by tl1ree regiments of' Ohio volunteers, under Colonels 
McArthur, Findluy and Cw;8, with a fourth of auxiliary forces 
under Colonel Tupper, and during this month Mr. Schenck 
was preeent in the camp at Urbana, where hi:1 brother Peter 
abo was as the adjutant of Colonel l!.,iudlay's regiment. On 
the 8th of June General Cass wrote from this place : '' We 
reached this place yesterday. • • " Boyd's regiment 
joins to-morrow. " " We ha,·e hacl a council with the 
Indians. They have permitted us to open the road, and to es­
tabli~h along it a line of block-houses. Y 011 well know the sit­
uation of the men who compose this detuchment. They were 
generally iu respectable standing and of good prospects. 
They have made great sacrifices. They did not come for 
money, be<.'ause all the money they can receive will be but 
poor compensation." " " • 

Owing to the confused and imperfoct condition of the 
records in the office of the adjutant-general of the State of 
Ohio, it ha,- thus far been impossible to determine just what 
services (:ieneral Schenck performed with tbe army during 
this war, or what rank he held., Some time previou;; to the 
war he bad resigned a commission as bri!:adier of the first 
brigade of militia, which rank he had held 'for some time. 
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As Hoon a~ tho wnr hegun he ngnin ten<lered his services, 
nnrl WIUI pre11ent with tho troops in the fielcl nt nn early 
date. 

It is hoped tbnt tho valnnblo records of tho State of Ohio 
will 0110 dn,r be put into ,mch shape ns to n<lmit of examina­
tion, n➔ they contai11 much valuable hi~toricnl information 
now practically ir1ncccssiblc. 

Geru!ral Schcnc·k wa11 the \V. ~[. of I<~nsteru Star Lodge, 
Xo. 155, A. F. aud A. );1. of Fr1mkli11, Ohio, upon the 
occasion of' its org-11nizntio11, lith of December, 1819, ";th 
,fames W. Lanier, S. W., and his brother, Garret A. Schenck, 
,J. W. It i:i uot known when ho Wlll! tir~t made a Mason; 
but it was no doubt in a lodge in either New ,Jersey or New 
Y nrk, nnd rcmninerl an ncti vc•, Usl•f'ul and hig-hly re,;pected 
member of tho fraternity up to the time of his death, and 
his remains were accorded hurinl with .Mu.sonic rites. 

By nn net of Congress pas~ecl iu 1816 tho resl•rvation of 
twelve sqnnrc miles· on the Maumee river, near its mouth, 
was orclerc•d to be surveyed and sold. A compnny of gen­
tlemen, principally from Cincinnnti, among whom were 
.Micajnh '1'. Willi::unP, William Oliver, ~Inrtit Baum and 
Joseph Prentice, aud with which General Schenck wns also 
connec:ted. purchased at the salo two tracts, making abont 
four hnudred acres, nt the mouth of Swan Creek, and upon 
this tract General Schenck, during the year 1816, bad sur­
veyed and laid out a town, which was then called Port Law­
rence, but now known ns 'l'oledo, Ohio. HM;ng made the 
survey in an unfavorable season, he ,vas stricken with a 
swamp fever, and became so disgusted with the enterprise 
that he sold his whole interest for u thousanc:. dollars. But 
in view of future events, it wus probably a fortunate sale 
after all, ns the company, finding themselves unnhle to com­
ply w;_th their engagement with the Government, Congress 
was appealed to fr,r aid, and passed au act for their relief, 
know11 as the "Relief Lnw," but the Port Lawrence tract 
was :finally entirely relinquished, and the company dt!emed 
to be <lead. 

About this time General Schenck becnme very much in­
terested in the subject of a canal, and with the Parly history 
of canals in Ohio he was most intimately connected from 
their very incc:rtion. His thorough knowledge of the sub­
ject nnd of the nature of the country at once con\"inced him 
of their prar:ticability and utility, aud his advocacy of these 
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gront worki,1 w11H m11•omitti11g, 1111d tor111innto•l 011ly with hi11 
u11ti111oly do11th. In foot thu ~·ury l1111t nut of hi11 otHcinl lifo 
WI\H thu dulivu1'>' of 111:1pooch in tho logi,ili1tu1•0 in 1'1wo1• ot' thu 
c111111it1, mul wluch ho 1luli vo1·cd 0111,r a t'ow hourH uufo1·u hiM 
denth. 

·with cvor,r 11chu1110 for tho 1111\•1111c1m1011t of thc~o work11 
ho wns fomil1nr u.11d iduntifiod, a11d as it wa~ tl10 lu11t grout 
work with which ho WIL14 co1111octod, tho succost1 of which he 
bnd so much nt heart un,l laborecl so atronuously to soeuro, 
it mny uot bo innpproprinto to give eomo 11ccou11t of tLe 
0111111! history, ospocmlly in view of' the foot tlmt runny writors 
entirely ignore 1ts true bogi11ni11g, or give n11y concise and 
connoctud histor\' whntovor of tho1:10 works. 

Ou the 11th ot' Novembe1·, 1816, Du Witt Clinton wrote 
to the governor of' Ohio urging nid in Lehnlt' of' the Erie 
ennnl in New York, upon which canal work wne bognn the 
uext year; this letter being submittod to the logislnture, 
was refert'cd to II committee, and Mr. Lucas made the report 
10th December, 1817. 

Hut pooplo of intelligonco dueme<l thnt they coult.l find 
proper objucts nenrer home for the application of their re, 
sources, and of more pressinp necessity than to aid directly 
Clinton's ca.1111! off iu New 1: ork; for a petition for a c111111l, 
&c., in the valley of the Great .Miami having been presented 
to the legislature, 11 bill was introduced in 1~17 to inc,>rpornte 
the " Miami Caunl and Bunking Company," which bill was 
referred to II committee consisting of :Mes~rs. Van H(lrn, 
Pollock and .McLmghlin, the first named being from Warren 
County. No sooner bad this bill been published than another 
was introduced to incorporate the "Little Miami Canal and 
Banking Company," and even nt this early date the canal 
fever had become so great that everybody seemed to want a 
canal through bis township at once. 

Governor Brown, in his inaugural address, the 14th of 
December, 1818, referred to the necessity of providing a 
cheaper way to market for the Ohio fom1ere, nnd in accord• 
ance with his suggestions ).fr. Sill, ou the 7th of January, 
1819, moved that a committee be appointed to report on the 
expediency of a canal from Lake Erie to the Ohio river, and 
and on the 28th of February, 1820, an act wus passed ap­
pointing foree commissioners for the purpose of sur\'eying 
the route of a caual, "provided Congress would aid in its con­
struction," and tlS II result of this net General Schenck re­
ceived the following communication from the Governor : 
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Cof,U)IJIUS, I•HmlftTI/ !lll, 18!:?0, 
8111: r11cloHl!dyo11 will l'ecelve the copy of un net of the foglslnture 

"ruspcctlug 111111vlg11lilt< commuulcntlou lietween Luke Erle and the 
Ohio 1·lvur," 1111tl II cortlllc11tu of your 11ppolntrne11t ns commissioner 
to Hurvoy 111111 locate the route of 11 01111111 between these wnters. 

Thu net will point out to yon Lhc d11tleH nnd s11rvlces required of the 
comm111slo1101·s. Y m1 wlll ob~erve thnt 11 nmjority of them forms a 
<111orum, computent to the tr1111s11ctlo11 of the business assigned to 
them. 1t Is presumed that the necessnry portlou of ench member's 
persounl 11ttencl1111ce (in explorlug, exnmlulng, surveying and making 
e11tl11111t1JH, c11lculatlon11, or cr111si11u the s11mo to be clone, so 11s to enable 
thelD to mnke the required report, and meet the Intention of the 
leglslnture) cnn be nrmngecl by the board for every mutual conve­
nience consistent with the public service. 

I hope, therefo1·e, tlmt no clrcnm&tnnce wlll preveut you fl'Om 
accejitlug thl11 npJJolntment, e11pecl11lly 11s there 11ppeu1·s no provision 
for f lllng v11cancles thnt muy huppen ; 1md I shall be obliged if you 
should signify to me your ncceptnnce by letter 118 soon as convenient. 

As It will !Je deslm!Jle tlmt no time shoulcl be lost nfter notice of 
the 11sseut of Congress, if granted, to the propositions of ou1· assembly, 
it wlll be necessnry for the commissioners to have some previous 
communlcutlon 11mong themselves 118 e11!'1y as possible in t'l'der to the 
appoiut1nent of nn engineer, and to reg11J11te theil' movements. With 
great cousiclerntion, I nm, sir, your obecllent servant, 

(~lgned) ETHAN A. BROWN, 
Geneml WILLIA)[ c. SCIIJ!:XCK. 

Resic.lence of Mr. Holmes. Newark, Licking County. 
•· " General I'erklns, W11n·en, Trumbule County. 

GENERAL AssE)CDLY OF Omo. Febr1mr1126, 18!?0. 
We clo certify that agreenlile to a joint resolution of the Senate 

and House of Representatives passed for that purpose, the members 
of both houses nssem\Jlecl this clay in the representative h11ll. and then 
and there t>lected Simeon Perkins, Altxnncler Holmes and Willinm C. 
Schenck commissioners to sun·ey nncl locate the route for a canal 
between Lake Erie and the Ohio river, 11greeably to 1111 act pnssed 
for that purpose. 

(Signed) 

Attest: 

JOSErII RWHARDSON. 
i:ipeaker nf the Hm,.•e nr' Representritit-es. 

ALLEN THIMBLE, 

WILLIAM DOIIARTY, Clerk H. R. 
RICllARD COLLI:SS, <.,'l,rk Senate. 

i:ipeaker of tlte Senate. 

SECRETAitY OF ST,\TE's o~·ncE. COLU::unus, Fcuruar!f 29, 1820. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy of the original certi• 

flcate remaining on file in this office. 
(Signed) JOHN l\IcLENE. 

Secrcui1·11 of State. 

To General Schenck's letter of ac~eptance of this appoint­
ment th~ Governor replied as follows : 

CISCfNN,\T[, April 2,5. 1S20. 
DEAR Sm: I received yesterday your letter of the !?0th instant; 

much pleased th11t you accept the appointment of commissioner for 
exploring the route of the intended canal. 
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In my last letter to yon I apoloirized for my ir111tnitons omci,msness 
in emleavorin::t to promote an early nn,lerMt,m,ling bl'tween the com­
missioners 1·elative to the time. place am! manner of commencing 
their operntions Believing the ohject to be of llrst mte Importance 
to the ~tnte, I nntnrally became solicitous tlmt it shonlti not full from 
any ncgligeuce on om· part. I have, however, great apprehensions 
that we shall be prevente,1 from ohtainiug the contmct we Jll'Ol'OSetl­
from what ca11se. unless it be jealousy, I do not 11ercei\·e. It is pretty 
evident that Coni;:ress cannot dispose of the lam! on so goo1l terms for 
the Uuitecl Statei,; as those offere,1 by Ohio. Discournginit as appear­
:mces are in thi'-' respect. l 1•oncel\'e it best tlmt we shoultl do all we 
can whilll there is a s1111rk of hope. and I shall most freely 1·ender 
every service for your accununodation. either as a medium of com­
mnnication between the commissioners. or by any information I 
possess. or advice which a limited knowledge of the subjPct may 
enable me to o~er. 

Judge Holmes ancl General Perkins have accepted. I enclose the 
clnplicnte of n letter from the latter-the fonner has arlvisetl me that 
letters to him are for some time to be clirecte,1 to Lower Sandusky. 

I nm induced to suppose that the most judicious commencement 
of your examim1tion will be on the summit level. Sn!Hcient feeders 
there are among the most important consi1lerations connecte,l with 
the project. 

,Jnclge Holmes, who was there Inst year in the dry season. com­
municated the most flattering em•o11mgement as to the sntficiency of 
the upper branches of Sandusky for the purpose. and of the facility 
with which they can be deviated to the southward. I presume, 
therefore, that Columbuswou!tl be as convenient a ph,ce as any other 
for vou to assemble at to concert measures-it is not very remote from 
the'heatl branches of the streams-probably m11y afford easier access 
to some sources of information and means of nece~sary preparation. 

In the event that Congress slmll see their own interest in promot­
ing ours. I should be much pleased to meet you at the r:eat of i;:overn­
ment. or any other place you may agree upon, and to assist in t'be con­
sultation, when you may. of course. command what further light I 
can throw on the subject. You will observe that Genernl Perkins 
seems of opinion that it would be convenient for me to point out the 
time ancl place; if Columbus please you. that point may be considered 
to ha\'e my preference, and so you can inform the committee when 
you write to them. The time. yon know, depends on n contingency, 
about the happening of which I remain in an uncertainty rather 
painful. 

I have some inquiries 011 foot relative to procuring a competent 
engineer, and I sh11l make further. but cannot consistently hold 
out encouragements that any can be employed till we know what 
shall be clone at Washington. 

It mny not be necessary to advertise at the first meeting in order to 
procure an engineer, whose services may not be required iu the first 
place. 

)!r. IM'ltrobe, with whose character as an engineer you nre probably 
acquainted, was here this spring on his way to New Orleans. where 
he is engaged iu an hyclrn'.llic establishment for supplying the city with 
mlt~r. He expects to return by .July, or sooner, to avoid the sickly 
season: nnd I have no doubt, though he clicl not say so, that he would 
like to be employed by you. I tlid not feel anthorize(l to encourage 
such an idea, my wish being to assi1:,t the commission, not to em-
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barrass them by anticirations. We had several conversations on the 
subject of the intendec canal, and he communicated freely his Ideas 
of tile first step. He observed that It is the most usual, cheap, and 
so far, desirable method, for the commission (so soon as a general 
nature of the face of the co1111try ancl of the course of streams Is 
obtained by traveling over that part within whose limits II proposed 
canal Is expected to rnn) to employ a land surveyor, who, if he be in­
telligent, can as well measure distances, and t11ke the courses of 
ridges. valleys and streams, and, in the performance of which. can 
with sutllcient accurncy, for tl1is purpose, note all extrnordiaaryeleva­
tions ancl depressions, a topographical map being sketched upon these 
premises; and the surveyor's remarks being intelligibly digested, the 
engineer can proceed without loss of time to trace the exact route 
of the canal. 1letermine what work will be necess.'\ry, and make his 
estimates. There can, however, be no doubt that the commissioners, 
In their first exploring, would derive much Msistimce from the re­
marks of a scientific engineer, experienced in such work; and should 
it be agreeable to you, I presume that Mr. Latrobe would like to 
attend you, and for a moderate compens.'\tion, should he return in 
time. His fears for the health of his family will induce him to leave 
New Orleans aq early as his engngemeuts will permit. 

I have exerted myself to obtain some statistical information of the 
productions of different parts of the State; I regret to say very un­
successfully. The best account I have got is from the little county 
of Clarke, where the last season produced 240,000 bushels of wheat, 
and 460,000 bushels of corn. The same county, in the winter before 
last. sent se,·eral thousand hogs to market. 

I leave you to compare this statement with the ai)parent produc­
tions of other counties in the Miami country, and you will no doubt 
find the sum total already immense. I leave you further to Imagine 
what would be their increase if those articles, so ponderous for land 
caiTiage, in this season of low prices, could receive a cheap. easy, 
safe and expeditious transportation. 

But I know I am writing to a person whose policy extends beyond 
to-morrow, whose calcullLtions for the restoration of credit and for 
our ultimate relief from the debt that weighs us down embraces ob­
jects not considered by many a pretended merchant and banker: whose 
eye is not of that microscopic construction that can see no further 
than your township. 

Let me r~quest to hear from you whenever you find it convenient, 
and accept the assunmce of my great respect. 

. (Signed) ETH.AN A. BROWN. 
Gener-.u w. C ScnESCK. 

Iu consequence of the failure of Uongress to afford any aid, 
ancl on account of the restrictions of the act as applied to 
these commissioners, they were precluded from accomplish­
ing direct work in the tield in the matter of locating the 
route of the canal, though by the pe~onul exertions of its 
members, seconded by the earnest efforts of the go,ernor, 
much valuable information was secured, anu made amil:ible 
for the farther prosecution of the proj~ct before the next 
legislature, to which General Schenck had been elected as n. 
member from 'Warren Coun.y. 
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On tLe 31st of ,Jummry, 1822, another bill was passed by 
the legislature appointiuganotber commission, wLo employetl 
the lion. James GeLldes, of Ouaudaigua County, Xew York, 
as engineer, who arrived at Columbus in June of that year. 
He had been one of the firllt and most cntbuainstic advocates 
of the Erie canal, and was so full of' the scheme that he even 
made surveys at his own expense; but the war of 1812 began, 
and he was fo1·ced fo1· the time to drop tile subject, only, 
however, to be revived by him as soon as that war formiuated. 

The final act for the construction of the ennuis was not 
passed uutil February, 1825, work being commenced in the 
following July; Governor Clinton, of' New York, being 
present by invitation at the opening ceremonies on the 4th 
dny of that month. 

·when completed, the canal passed through tho town of 
Franklin, within a few hunrlred yard::1 of the house of General 
Schenck. One of tho first in the beautiful valley of the 
:Miami to advocate the construction of this great work, he 
never for a moment doubted its ultimate completion and 
success, though many then living scouted the idea of its use­
fulness, or even practicability, and as a singular coincidence, 
after having made a speech in the legislature in advocacy 
of the canal project, at the ver\· time of his sudden ill­
ness and death, another membei· of that legislntu1·e was 
engaged in the delivery of n speech in opposition to the canal 
scheme, and eudeavoriug to controvert the arguments in its 
favor made by the General in the morning. After the de­
livery of the above-mentioned argument, tile Gene:-al had, 
duiiog a recess, gone to his lodgings, and was there suddenly 
seized with an acute attack of ,:,ickness, which terminated bis 
life duriug that afternoon, after an illness of only a few 
hours' duration. The following obituary notice was pub­
lished at the time in the Ohio St ite Journal: 

ODlTU.Ait"I'.. 

HOUSE OF REI'RES~'T,\TIVES, January 12, 1S21. 
After the reading on the clerk's table were gone through, l\Ir. Bigger 

arose and addressed the house as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, it is with the most painful sensations that I announce 

to you, and throu(th you to this house, the death of my worthy col­
league, General William C. Schenck. He expired last evening about 
a quarter past ten o'clock,after a short illness of not more than seven 
hours. He was not only my colleague, but one of my intimate friends. 
By his death this branch of the Jegislarure has been deprived of a 
valuable member, our country of a respected citizen, and bis family 
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of an affectionate hnsbnnd and tender pnrt>nt. The dispensation is 
deeply allllctlng, bnt it becomes us to bow with reverence. To dis­
engage our thoughts for a time from the subjects which 11re now 
before us as a mark of respect for our departed friend, and for the 
purpose of mingling onr sympathies on this mournful occasion, I 
move the adoption ot the following resolutions: 

Rcsolrcrl. Thnt ns n testimony of our respect for the memory of 
Genernl William C. Schenck, deceased, a member of this honse from 
the conuty of Warren, that the members of the house of representa­
tives wear crape on the left arm for 30 days. 

llcsolverl, That all legislative business now before it be postponed 
until .llondny mon1ing, nine o'clock, and that Jive members be ap­
p~inted to act RS n committee of arranA'ements, whilst the members 
of both houses attend the ,Jepartnre of the remains of the deceased 
for the family residence in Warren County, where it is intende<l they 
shall be iuterrecl. 

'l'he above resolutions were unanimonsly agreed to by the house, 
arnl ~[Pssr;,. Blirger, Steele. Vance, :McHenry, and Webb were ap­
pointcil a committee of arrangements agreeable to the latter resolu­
tion. The following was the order of the procession: 

Governor and Executive Officers. 
Committee of Arrangements. 

Speaker of the two Houses and Clerks. 
)!embers of both Houses. 

:Music. 
:\fa.sonic Brethren, )!embers of the two Fouses. 

)fasonic Brt·thren of Franklin Lodge and Visitors. 
Citizens. 

The procession commenced at one o'clock. The tolling of the 
State-honse bell, the solemnity of the music, ruldecl to reflections on 
the sudden death of the individual, with the high standing of his 
chamcter, all seemed to produce feelings solemn and impressive. 

The procession, after conveying the remains of the deceased be­
yoncl the limits of the town of Franklinton, returned to Columbus, 
whilst some few of the members continued on with the remains to 
Springfield, where the friends of the ciecensed at that place continued 
on l\"ith the conveyance for the town of Franklin, in Warren County, 
where the family resides. General Schenck was 48 years of age pre­
vious to his death. He was an early adventurer to the western 
country. He acted as clerk to one of the branches of the terri­
torial legislature, and has since filled several important offices under 
the State government with that fidelity ancl independence of senti­
ment peculiar to himself. He has left behind him an amiable wife, 
with several sons and one daughter to mourn over this truly afflicting 
dispensation. 

Such was the high esteem in which the Gcnernl was held 
throughout the entire section of the country, that many of 
his friends were found along the route to join with the cortege, 
and escort the remains upon its way to Franklin. 

),fr. Egbert T. Smith, with a body of citizens from Frank­
lin, met the remains at Springfield, and escorted them to the 
family residence. The general gloom at bis home was great, 
and his death was estee_med a public calamity, and at his 



70 L>Ei!CENl•M1'fl,l, 

fuuorul, which wa~ couductcu according to ~l1U1011ic rites, 
pooplo cumo from ovory 11oction ot' thut pnrt ot' tho conutry. 
Hi11 1·011mi1111 uro now inturroil iu tho co1nctcry at l<'r1111kli11, 
Ohio, tho l'ollowiug- hoing tho iu~cription upon hil'l monu­
ment: 

Sacred to the )lemory of 
(h•11eml Willl11m C. Sclumck, 
'l'ht' foun,ler ol' thlM vll111ge, 

Who tlepnrted thlM life on the 1:!th tiny of Jnnuary, 18:!I, 
Aglld -18 yearH and one d11y, 

Ile died suddenly 11t Colnmbm,, Ohio, whlle 11tte111ll11g to leglMl11tlve 
duty. The geneml gloom \'1·0<111ced by his 1le11th evlnce,l the high 
estlm11tlo11 Ju which his pnb le services were heltl. 

He w11s 111111ffectlo1mte huslmml, 11 kind pm·ent 1111d sinci,re friend, 
re11uu·k11ule for unbending integrity and unbounde,\ generosity. 

He lived uulversuUy res1>ected, and died unlversuUy lamented. 

4. GE:SERAL WILLIAM C. Scm:NcK, b. near Freehold, New 
Jersey, 11 ,Jun'y, 1773; m. Hnntin1,,'1:on, L. I., 14 Sept., 1798, 
Eliznbeth l-togor11, .. b. Norwulk, Conn., 27 Dec., lii6. She 
d. Dayton, Ohio, -- 1853. He <l. Columbus, Ohio, 11 
Jan'y, 1821.. Issue: 

22. I. WILLIA:\I Ro,mns, b. Cincinnati, then in the North-
• J:.'!i:,1l,etl1 was the dau. of Capt. Willinm Rr•1e1·~. b. Huntington, 

L. I., 19 Nov. 17-11; his wife was Sarah, (dan. of Dr. Gilbert Potter, 
b. Huntington. L. I., 8 .Jan'y, li25; he was II colonel of militia dur­
ing the Revolution.) b. Huntington, L. I., s ,fan'y, li50. During the 
Revolution Capt. William Rogers commande,l an armed vessel com­
missionetl by the State of New York, and being absent on II cruise 
when the British occupied Long Island, his family, as being that of 
a rebel then in arms against the king, was obliged to tlee from Long 
Island, and took refuge in Norwalk, Conn., where Elizabeth w11s born, 
being, as she expressed it, •·born in Connecticut, yet not a Yankee.'' 
During the war Capt. Rogers made prize of a vessel freighted with 
intrenching tools and other munitions of war, destined for the British 
army in America. This vessel, Slliu to have been the first prize of 

. the war, was taken into Amboy. and the cargo being of such great 
value to the Government, WIIS at once taken for the public use, and 
a large sum of paper money was issueu to Capt. Rogers in payment 
therefore in lieu of the prize money. which should have been the pro­
ceeds of a proper condemnation and sale. The younger members of 
the family still remember the rolls of this money which remained 
long years afterwards as of no value, never having been redeemed, 

On board the captured vessel among other prisoners, were several 
ladies, wives of British otllcers, on their way to join their husbands 
in America, and among these was a lady (said to have been a lirs. 
Campbell, whose husband was of the Campbe11s of Argyle) who, in 
grateful return for the kindness and consideration with which they 
had been treated by Capt. Rogers, presented him with a brace of 
beautiful pistols and a curious Dresden clock. which are yet in posses­
sion of the family. the former owned by C11Se11r Schenck, United States 
navy, and the latter by General Robert <J. Schenck. 

Capt. Rogers was afterwards lost at sea. 
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wo~torn 'l'urritory, 20 Oct,, 17D!J; m. Cincinnati, Ohio, -1: Sept., 
-- Phoho W. Hcedur b. --. tl. in the winter of 1832,-'3. 

2:1. If. XA'rJIANIEL PuTUR, b, Ci11cinn11ti, 1801, cl. young. 
2-1:. UI. SARAH Ron1ms, b. J!'rnnklin, Ohio; m. l!,ruuklin, 

Ohio, 2 April, 1818, .li:gbert Tangier Smith. 
2,,. IY. Ro11E1t'r C., b, Frankliu, Ohio, 80 Aug,, 1805, cl. 

Franklin, Ohio, fi Anl!,, 180u. 
2t.i. V. ,JAMEH FINDLAY, b. Fmuklio, Ohio, 11 Jun,,, 1807; 

m. H111itlitown, L. I., 27 ,July, 1820, Dnrothia Aun Smith, h. 
Srnithtnwn, L. I.,--, <I.Dayton, Ohio--· He d. Daytn1, 
Ohio, 1882. 

27. VI. HouERT CuMMrN,1, b. Franklin, Ohio,4 Oct., 1809; 
m. Smithtown, L. f., 21 Aug., 1834, Rennelche W. Smith, b 
Smithtown, L. I., d. Dnytoo, Ohio, 5 Nov., 1849. . 

28. VIL Woo»HULL S;umr, b. Franklin, Ohio, 2 July, 
1813, d. Frnuklin, Ohio, 18 June, 1815. 

29. VIU. WooDIIULL S)IITU, b. Franklin, Ohio, 28 Oct., 
1815; m. Cincinnati, Ohio,--, .Jeannette Miller, b. --, 
who m. 2d, Dayton, Ohio, -- Hon. Samuel Craighead, b. 
Had.-. 

30. IX. En.'.IIUND, b. ]'rnnklin, Ohio, 3 March, 1818, d. 
Franklin, Ohio, 10 Nov., 1833. 

31. X. EunERT TANGIER S:1rrTH, h. Franklin, Ohio, 18 
Jan'y, 1820; m. Daytoo, Ohio, 9 ~lurch, 1842, Sophia Green, 
b. Dayton, Ohio, 10 ,Jan'y, 1824. 

a. ,JonN XontE Cu:mmrn SCHENCK, was boro 24 January, 
177_8, at the home of his father, the Rev. William, when the 
latter was pastor of N'eshaminy church, in Bucks County, 
Pennsyh·ania. As was the case with bis other brothe1-s, his 
father ha<l the chief supervision of bis education, combined 
with such facilities as were to be found at Bullston, New 
York, nnd IIuntington, Long Island. 

At the instance of his brother William, and General Cum­
ming, John also went to the Western country in 1799, or 
1800. In the latter vear he was in Cincinnati. General Cum­
ming wrote to 'Wm. C. Schenck, at Cincinnati, under date 
the 2d of April, 1802: "" • " John and Cooper will 
get out between the 15th of _.\pril and the first of .May, and 
I think (.;arret had best gt> with them." No e,·idence has 
yet been found thnt he went to the Ohio country before this 
date. For a time, at least, after his arrival in Cincinnati, 
he seems to lave been employed a5 the agent of ~Ir. Martin 
Baum, au enterpri,.;ing merchant in that place, who sent ~fr. 
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Schenck upon one or more trips down the Ohio and Missis-­
sippi rivers, iu "flut,'' or "keel" boats, to New Orlcanea, 
with the usual produce of the country, ancl which was then 
disposed of at the latter pince, or re-shipped to ports on the 
.A tlnntic coast, usually to New York or Boston. 

So well plensccl wns .Mr. Bnum with the success of his 
yonng agc11t that h,1 soon nfter,vnrds esfablishe<l the youn~ 
mnn in lim1iness in Franklin, where his brother William hau 
already estubli8becl himself with his fnniily. Here .\fr. Schenck 
remained, becoming a very prospl•rous merchant, and so 
great were his business ~uc•cesses, together with his in\·est­
ments in real estate in Cincinnati, that in 1847, twenty yenrs 
before bis cleuth, he was enabled to retire from business, 
upon what was considered for those times a very consider­
able and independent fortune. 

He was a man of thorough princif•les in every action in 
life, and of the strictest business prolnty, nnd for these rea­
sons he wns intruste<l with a very large amount of business 
transactions in the East, by many of his neighbors, and oth­
ers of his section of country, which his frequent journeys 
back to New .Jersey and .Ne,v York enabled him to accom­
plish. These matters frequently obliged him to carry large 
sums of money with him upon these journeys, and some­
times became the source of great anxiety to him, but with 
due precaution they proved uniformly successful. 

His abundant means afforded him the power to extend a 
~enerous hospitality to bis forge family and wide circle of 
triends, and in which he freely indulged, as the n1enns of his 
greatest pleasure in his declining years, which the vigor of 
his cons:itution prolonged far beyond the ordinary span of 
human life. 

6. JouN N. C. ScIIE:SCK, ru. 1st, Fmnklin, Ohio, 2 Septem­
ber, 1804, Sarah, dau. of ,James Tapscott ; m. 2d, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 8 October, 1843, Phebe 1V. Reeder, wid. of Col. Wm. 
R. Schenck. He d. Franklin, Ohio, 25 October, 1867. Issue: 

32. I. JAMES T., b. Frauklin, Ohio, 28 July, 1806, d. 27 
:March, 1807. 

33. TI. A~~ C., b. Franklin, Ohio, 27 February, 1806; m. 
Franklin, Ohio, 24 December, 1824, Dr. Otho Evans, d. 
Franklin, Ohio, 16 November, 1875. issue: four sons and 
two daughters. 

34. Ill JoIDr, b. Franklin, Ohio, 29 Mnrch, 1810, d. 24 
July, 1825. 
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85. IV. WILLL\ll[ T., b. Franklin, Ohio, 10 January, 1812; 
m. lat, Elizabeth Thackeray; m. 2d, 26 November, 1864, 
Ruth Kelsey Tibbals. He d. Franklin, Ohio, 25 July, 1872. 

86. V. JAJl[ES T., b. Franklin, Ohio, 6 January, 1814; m. 
Mary B. Barkalow. 

87. VI. SARAH T., b. Franklin, Ohio, 5 Febrnary, 1816; 
m. Franklin, Ohio, 8 September, 1834, William A. Van 
Horn. Shed. Franklin, Ohio, 8 February, 1888. 

88. VII. JOHN CHRISTOPHER, b. Franklin,Ohio,5 Sept.,1818; 
m. 1st, 21 August, 1844, Elizabeth Fielding Barkalow, d. 
Franklin, Ohio, 9 December, 1857; m. 2d, Wapakoneta, 
Ohio, 24 October. 1861, Ione Holbrook. 

8,. vm. MARY B., b. Franklin, Ohio, 8 September, 1820, 
d. 23 March, 18.22. 

40. TX. Lucy H., b. Franklin, Ohio, 23 February, 1828; 
m. 1st, 23 August, 1844, Joseph Burrow~,; ro. 2d, 15 Sept., 
1870, George W. Ewin. 

41. X. MARY B., b. Franklin, Ohio, 9 September, 1825; 
m. IS February, 1845, Charles Butler. 

42. XI. CATHER:O."E L., b. Franklin, Ohio, 18 December, 
1828; d. 27 Augruit, 1830. 

43. XII. RoBERT CulDIL.~o, b. Franklin, Ohio, 2 October, 
1845; ro. Dayton, Ohio, 6 November, 1868, Julia Davies. 

7. GARRET AtE.'-ANDER ScHENCK was born at Pittsgrove, 
Salem County, New Jersey, 20 April, 1783, while his father 
was pastor of the Presbyterian church at that place. His early 
education was- received at Hunti1!_~0n, Long Island, but was 
made more complete at Xewark, .l'<ew Jersey, wher_e be went 
for that purpose, residing during this time with his uncle, 
General Cumming. 

Like his older brothers, Garret also went to the Ohio 
country at an early age, but it is not k"DOWn in what year he 
first went out. On the 2d of April~ 1802, General Cumming 
wrote to Wm. C. Schenck, then in Ohio: " " • "John 
and Cooper will set out between the 15th of April and the 
:first of May, and I think Garret had best go with them." • • 
Whether he did p;o at that time does not yet appear. But in 
1805 he was in Franklin, as his name, together with those of 
his brother William and Daniel Wertz, appears signed as a 
witness to the will of James Tapscott during that year. He 
did not long remain, however, as in October, 1805, he took 
the :first degree of Masonry in St. John's Lodge, No. 1, of 
Newark, New Jersey, taking the second in November and 
the third in December, of the same year. 

6 
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About this time be en~aged in the business of a hntter in 
Newark with :Mr. Benedict Gregory, his brother-in-law, who 
wrote to Peter T. Schenck, at Cincinnati, under date the 
12th of September, 1801!. " " " Garret and I are 
doing a little business at the hatting business, but . :find dull 
embargo times. There is a great stn,,,onntion of nlmost all kinds 
of business in New York and here. Hats sell as fast ns 
usunl, but :find it hard to get cnsb sufficient to replace our 
stock. Your father was here four weeks ngo. On his return 
home he went to Sand.v Hook. I went with him. Captain 
Scbenck's family are all well." " '" 

In 1809 Mr. Gregory wns obliged to return to Danbury, 
Conn., on account of the death of his father. The business 
in Newark was closed up, and Garret went to Huntington, 
Long Island. The records of his lodge at Newark show that 
be withdrew therefrom on the 26th of April, 1809, and on 
the 26th of August, of the same year, his father wrote from 
Huntington : • • " Garret has removed home and carries 
on his business where the iate :\Ir. Taylor lived, and con­
ducts our little farming, as I think myself tco old to farm 
and preach too." • • The father wrote again, 3d August, 
1812, tc, his son John, who was then the postmaster at Frank­
lin, Ohio: • " " Garret has rcmoYed to X1wark, as he 
could not stnnd the batting business." • " Garret made 
no permanent stay in Newark, but during that year, 1812, re­
moved with his family to Franklin, Ohio, where his brothers 
William, John, and Peter bad nlrendy preceded him. For 
a time after his arrh·al at this new home he engaged in 
his old business, combined with that of general merchandising. 
He also aided to a large e.tj;ent his brother "William in the 
conducting of his diverse interests, which so continually 
called him to various parts of the country. 

Garret made many journeys back to New Jersey, having 
crossed the mountains no less thau sb..1:een times on his 
favorite horse, called '' Black Charley." On many of these 
journeys he was called upon to carry large sums of money at 
his croupe, at the same time carrying a hua-e pair of brass­
barrelled, flint-lock pistols in his holsters. 5ne of these pis­
tols was afterwards converted into a famous piece of artillery 
by the writer hereof. What a. relic the brace would be to 
him to-day! 

When he first went to Franklin he lived for a time on the 
corner directly opposite to where Mr. Rossman now lives, but 
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not being satisfied with the business nnd life of a merchant, 
he, on the 25th of June, 1819, bought of Robert Ross, a :fine 
farm, about half a mile south of Fnmklin, on the banks of 
Clear Creek, to which he removed with his family, and where 
he continued to live until his death in 1836. 

The creek affording sufficier.t power, he built a mill upon 
this property, but the construction of the dam caused the 
water to interfere with a spring of water upon the property of 
a neighhor above him on the creek, who would hear to no 
ndjustment or compromise of supposed <lamngea, short of the 
removal of the, to him, obnoxious dam, which ha<l finally to 
be destroyed, thus rendering us:eless this mill project. The 
building wns finally con\·ertcd into n. barn and stables. 

During many years Garret and his brothers, General Will­
ian1 nnd John, bad endeavored to persuade their pureuts to 
join thl'm at Franklin, and in a letter to his son .John the 
father thus writes of one of their urgent invitations: 

Ht;:lo."T!XGTOX, Not·cml.JeT 16, 1S16. 
• • Tell our dear Garret I intended to have answered his letter 

before this time, but !lave beeu hindered by various calls. He has 
given us a pressing invitation to move to Franklin, if he thought we 
would be contented, and Wt' ~hall be happy to be with our dear chil­
dren, if we knew how to get there. 

The great obstacle that has heretofore hindered is now removed, as 
our congregation has got a colleague, who is to be ordained here on 
Thursday.come a week; bis name is Rol1ertson; he is just such a man 
as I '\\·ish to lie my successor, and as our people think they cannot 
reasonably support two ministers, and know we have a wish to be with 
our children, they are ";mng to give us something considerable to 
move away; so that our way is clear. if our dear children are all will­
ing to take care of us in our declining years. Xow we wish you all to 
be candid and give us your sentiments. If you are entirely willing 
to have us with you, we are willing to come, Providence permittiug. 
• " Tell your brother Garret we thank him for his kind invitation 
and offers, and I shall write an answer after the ordination. * • 

This must Lave been a joyful letter to the brothers, for 
they had, one and all, been for years trying to persuade their 
parents to join them, any one of them being well situated to 
care for their aged parents. The invitation was urgently re­
peated by all, and word was at once sent to General Cum­
ming at Newark, to procure a suitable carriage, such as would 
render the journey as comfortable as possihle under the cir­
cumstances. The aged couple, after nn affocting farewell to 
their many friends on Long Island, first went to Newark to 
make a last visit to their brother, General Cumming, who 
had through so many years proved so staunch and valu-



76 DE~Cl!NDANT.S. 

able a friend to them and to theirs. Early in the next yenr, 
1817, Garrot went to New Jersey and escorted bis parents to 
Franklin. General Cumming wrote to G9neral Willinm at 
Franklin, under date the 22d of ] 1ebruary, 1817: "Yours of 
the 11th of January came to band in due time, and your 
brother Garret short! r after. He went on to the island in the 
course of a week." ·• " Again the General wrote from 
Newark, 9th of October, 1817: • • "l hope, before this 
reaches yon, your good father nnd mother and family may 
have arrived. I am very nmdoll>! to bear of their safe niTi.val; 
the journey wa.s a great one for them, but the Lortl bas been 
their stay and support for so many years, I trust He will con­
tinue to bleils them." " • Again, 19thofNovember, 1817: 
• • "I hll.\•e learned by a letter T. T. Plume received 
from Garret that your denr parents, with their family, bad 
arrived in safety at Franklin. It wa.s indeed a great journey 
for such person:<, hut God's blessings went with them, and I 
hope your.dear father bas been preserved for some good to 
you all and to the inhabitants of the place." • • 

When it is remembered that the good old Dominie was at 
this time seventy-se\·en years old, it cannot be wondered at 
that his friends should feel solicitous as to the results of such 
a journey, which was no small undertaking more than sixty 
years ago. Hnt, thanks to the considerate provisions of those 
dutiful sou~, and thA constant and watchful care of one of 
them throughout the journey, to whom the entire route was 
perfectly familiar, this journey wa.s safely accomplished, and 
its many new and strange incidents were sources of much 
plea.~ure to the travelers, and their reunion with their chil• 
dren and numerous grandchildren, most of whom they had 
never before seen, were sources of deepest ,ioy to all. 

In personal appearance, Garret was a splendid specimen of 
physical maubootl, :!tanding full six feet in height, erect, and 
finely proportioned, nncl endowed with unusual strength and 
activity; offoir comple:..ion, with light hair ancl blue e_v~; and 
noted for his affable and courteous bearing, hospitable aud 
generou, to a fault. Indeed his generou~ endorsement for 
his frierids ultimately caused him the loss of no inconsider­
able portion of his fortune, but these losses he bore without 
complaint, and with great equanimity, and he used to dis­
play the fra.,,,"'lllent of a gold chain, as all that remained of a 
large part of his property. His circumstances thus reduced, 
he was not so himself, but resolutely bent his energies to the. 
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improvement ot' his impn.h·ed lortnnes, nnd with a large 
me11sare ot' <1pcecly s11cce~11, 1111 he w11s ,moo ugain upon tiie 
high road of prospe1ity, whon, 118 in the CllilO of bis brother 
Willlmn, denth sudclenly Mruinatccl hi11 life. 

He wus the junior wnrclen of E11atern Stnr Lodge, No. 
55, when it was orgnnized in 1819, ancl he remained an 
nctive nntl honored member of the craft tb1·oughout bis life. 
Hie diplo~n _fro~ tho Lebnn~n, Ohio, R. A. ChaP,ter from 
~- D. 18--, 1s signed hy Phin. Rose, I-I. P.; A. b'. Reeder, 
K.; Jno. Ro8s, P.; and Thos. B. Vnn Horn, Sec. 

He \VM ,mcldeuly stricken with an attack of pleuro-pneu­
mouia, which terminntecl hit1 life in a very short time, spite 
of every ettbrt ot' physicians, family noel friencl11. Ile was 
buried at Franklin with the honors of Masonry, and his 
funeral was one of uuaaa11l magnitude, as he was well and 
widely known, and his genial manners, ac,ciul graces and 
irrepronch,Lble chnrncter endeared him to o.11 who came into 
contact with him. Every one who knew him fully testifies 
to the fact that he was a dutit'al son, a loving and indulgent 
husband and father, au afl'ectionate brother, a sincere friend, 
nu,l no one ever sought charity from him in ,·nio. 

8. GARRET ALEX ... NDER ScH&NCK, b. Pittsgrove, N. J., 20 
.April, 1783; m. Ne,vnl'k, N. J., 28 February, 1807, Mary 
Plume,• born Newnrk, N .• J., 24 June, 1783, d. Franklin, 
Ohio, 19 Dec., 1856. He d. Franklin, Ohio, 8 January, 1886, 
Isaae; 

44. I. AN!i .ALLETTA, b. Newark, N. J., 8 Dec., 1807; m. 
Franklin, Ohio, 1 Ang., 182i, Cyrus Johnson. 

• Nary Plume was descended from John Plume. of Dorchester, Conn., 
who removed to Westfield before September, 1636, and in 1637, before 
deputies were introduced into Connecticut, was a sort of ruler; he 
was a representative in 16-U an,t two after years. Sold and removed 
to Branford before 1646. and d, before 164!1. Issue; John, b. 18!1; 
Samuel; Dorcas, m. Jhn Lyoman, d. 12 Jan 'Y, lGoo. 

Scunutl Plume. b. Dorchester, Conn., 16!?4, d. 13 Jan'y, 1703, was 
one of the original settlers of Newark, N. J., going there in the 
spring of l66u. with about thirty othe1· persons. Issue: Eliz., b. 6 
,fan'y, 16o0; Mary, b. I April, l6JS; Samuel, b. !? May, 1664: John.; 
Dorothy, b. 20 May, 1660: Josiah, b, a August, 1602, and Joshua, b. 
11 M11rch, 1665. 

,Toh1i Plume, b. 28 October, 16-57, prob. at Branford, Conn., m. abt. 
16ii-S, Hannah - ancl cl. 22 July. 1710. lsaue: 

John; Mary: Sarah: Jane and Hannah. 
Joh,, Plume. b. Newark. N. J. 1,aue: Iaaae; Stephen : Mary ; Jane 

Wilson; Phebe. who m. Cap~. Bobt, .Provoost: Johanna .McChei;ney; 
Joseph and John. 

IS'.&ac Plume, b. Newark, Y. J., l Oct., lilU; m. 1780, Annacha, 
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46, U. [14,uo l'LUMIII, h, I11111ti11gto11 1 L. [., U Nov., 1800; 
m. bt. 28 l•'oh1•11111-r, 1880, Ifo11u11li Oolo~; 111, 2c.l, Cnl'IINlo, 
Ohio, Cntlwl'lllo D11!',oiN, 

411, III. Mr,LICN ~lAIUA, b. Hu11tl11gto11, L. I..--m. Frnnlc-
1111, Ohio, 18 Nov., 1H81J, Dnvid Wnoolo1°,of Cl11oi111111,ti, Ohio, 
She <l, Cl11olnn11ti, Ohio, 2 Apl'il, HM4, 

47. IV, WILLIA~• AuaxAND&n, h, ~•1•n11kli11, Ohio, Ii Jnu., 
18111, d. lfrnuklln, Ohio, 11 Nov., HJ81. 

48. V. Jomr L'E'rllllt, h. ~•1·1mkll11, Ohio, 18 Doo,, 1!!15, d. 
~•rnnklnnd1 Uhlo, O Apl'il, 1817. 

40, VI. B..:Naorc·r OKEoonv, b. l•'rnnklin, Ohio, 10 Oct., 
1818; m. C'nl'liHleJ Ohio, 2\J Dec,, 1842, J'hobo Jnno DuBois, 
b. CnrllHlo, Ohio, .. 4 ,June, 1810. 

50, VII. GAn1rn·r Hoo1•1111t OumuNu, b. Jl'l'n11kli11, Ohio, 28 
Sept., 1820; m. 1''r1111kli11, Ohio, 28 March, 1847, .\lnl'_v Gor­
don. 

51. VIII. MAR\" l•:r,1zA, IJ. 1''rnnklin, Ohio, 1G ~ov,, 1822; 
m. Frankliu, Ohio, 12 Sept., 1848, Dcni110 DeniHe. 

52. IX. W Al!IIINHTON LA•'A \"ETTI•:, b. Franklin, Ohio, 14 
Feb., 1825; m. 1st, .Montpelier, Vt., 17 J 1111.1 184~, J nlia Bliss; 
m. 2d, o~nge City, Kan., lll ,fon'y, 1878, Lizzie Dodds, b. 
Carrolton, Ohio, 20 July, U!5J. 

58. X. LuoETTA Ptu~rn, b. Franklin, Ohio, 29 J11n., l!:!28, 
d. Franklin, Ohio, 80 Dec., 1832. 

9. PETER TENNEXT SCHENCK, the youngest son of the Rev. 
Wm. Schenck, was born at Ballston, Sarnto~a County, Xew 
York, baptized 10 ,June~ 1787. Ile wus of nn cuthu~instic 
disposition and 1lelighted in travel nnci nd\·entnre, nnd at an 
early nge, in 1805, went out to the Ohio cou11try, where he 
was for se\'erul years engaged in trauin~ in Cincinnuti und 
down the rivers as the ngent of .\Ir. Mnrtm Baum. The fol­
lowing-mentioned let.tersare mostly Wlitten to his father and 
mother, or to hiR brother William. 

He wrote from );ew York City 12 ~"'ehruary, 1804, and 
from Newark, Sew Jersey, 23 April, 1805, and eays: " • .. 
I start for Franklin, to-mor1 w, vin. Philndelphin. • " • 
My hol'!'!e is worth 8140, 1111<l will hl'iu:; that sum at any time." 
• • • 
(dau. of .facou Gerrltse rnn Wagenen and Neeltje .Johansen Vi~cber.) 
b. N. Y. City, :JO Oct .. 17.52. d • .Newark. 111 Feb .. JSltl. He Jived in 
Newark and d. there l!l Nov .. 179!). bs11e: Garret. b. 1 May.1781; 
Mm'!/; John. b. 10 :\larch, 17S.5; ,Jose.,h. b. 14 Nov .. 1788; Nellie 
Fisher, b. 11 )larch. 1 rn:t aml Alletta. b. 1 .June. 17!14, 

Mar!/ Pl11111e. b. Newar~, :N. J., :!4_.June, 17~i: m. N'e\yark. :X •• J., 
28 Feb., 1S07, uarret A. :o;chenck. ~he u. Franklin, Ohio, 19 Dec .. 
18G6. 
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Al'tor 1•omnlulug n 11hort tlmc nt Frnnkli11 he wont to Oin-
0l111111tl 1111d 0omme110ecl hiH t1·n.rli11g operations nml wrote to 
MH brother Willilun from Now Orleu1111 in May, 1807. From 
thence ho went to New York city, ant.I wna in Oinolnnatl 
n_l(aiu on tbo 20th of ,June, 1808, Ho wrote from Natchez, 
Mi11i1,, on the 0th of April, 181)0, that he I.ind left Oinoinunti 
nbout tho mldclle ot' the previous month, 011 tl1e 4th of Oc­
tober, 1809, ho wrote fron, Wnshlngton, )), C., nnd returned 
to 1i'1·anklin in 1810, and from this time until his U<1atb be 
mn,le bii1 homo nt tho houHe of his brother Will:~• .. ?--. wem­
bor 17, 1811, ho wrote to hi11 fothe1• nt Huntiug-tou, Lung 
I11land: • • ",vminm hnd a sovere1.1pell of sickness some 
time since at l<'ranklinton on tho Scioto, eighty-four miles 
from here. .Betsy nncl my11olt' started nt 10 o'clock nt night 
and the next morning at 9 o'clock nrrivell there, nt'tor a h~rd 
and uucomt'ortahle 1·iclc." • "' It must indeed l11w~ beeu 
such, a night ride ot' ei~hty-four miles in eleven hours ! 
N('lt monr, either gontlomuu or Indy, woul,l cnre to make such 
n one oven over good road!!, which did not Eixist iu Ohio at 
that enrly date. 

During tho war of 1812 Peter volunt-aere<I ns a private in 
Colonel Cuss' regiment, but wns soon promoted to that of 
Colonel Findln,\·'s, as its adjutant. or ,: clerk," as then called. 
Under date of 8d Auguot, 1812, in n letter to his son ,John, 
the father, Rev. ·wm. Schenck, W"Ot(:) t'rc:.,m Huntington: • • 

-" Your mnmmn W!l.S much affected with Peter's goiul,(' to the 
army. But I suppose if I bnd been in his situation l should 
bnve do!le the t-nme. It is true there is nppnrent danger, but 
our lives are in the bnud of Iulinite Wisdom and Goodness, 
and· tho way ot' duty is 'be way ot' safety." " " As n rule 
of life this lotter stutemcu~ would be hnrd to improve upon, 
either for individuals, communities, or nations. 

Peter wrote to his father from the camp at F rbnna the 14th 
June, 1812: • • "I considered volunteering a duty and 
the prof Pllsion hr,uori..vle. • • 1 am clerk of the regiment, 
with the rank and pay of n lieuteunnt, nud live with Col. 
J'indlay in his marques. • " William is now here." • • 

Although apparently thoroughly enured to hardshipR, the 
arduous duties he was called upon to perform during the 
v.,inter of 1812 brought on a severe n'. tuck of illness, which 
tennmated his life nt his brother William's home the 11th 
~lay, 1813. · 

William, w".'i.ting to the father nfter Peter's death, says : 
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• • " Denth hus now commenced, bas made an inroad 
upon n family whose lives appear to have been long under 
the peculiar protecting hand of the Almighty. • • There 
are perhaps few instnuces of a father and mother and nine 
children enjoying so much health and living so long without 
a visitation of His hand." " • 

Peter died without is8ue, unmarried. 
12. WILLIAM SCHENCK wus born at Cape May, New 

Jersey, 29th )fay, 1795. He settled at a place called" Oak 
Woodt1," three and one-half miles from May's Landing, New 
Jerse.v. where he taught school foreo111e years. At this home 
all of his children were born. He m. .Mary Steelman, b. 
--. He d. Aug., 1855. Issue : 

54. I. PHILIP, b. Maurius Hiver, N. J., 9 March, 1822; m. 
let Elizabeth Ann Taylor; m. 2cl )lillville, N. J., 6 Dec., 
1866, Elizabeth Champion. 

55. II. URIAH, b. Backwood, near :May's Landing, N. J., 
abt. 1824; m. Catharine Simpkins. 

56. ill. JAltES W., b. near May's Landing, N. J.: 1826; 
m. Rose Aun Emmell, b. N. ,J., 9 Feb., 1829. 

57. IV. RoBERT, b. near May's Landing, N. J., 1828; m. 
Hannah Simpkins. 

58. V. ZERICIAB, b. near }fay's Landing, N. J., 1830, d. 
1887. 

59. VI. ANNA, b. near .May's Landing, N. J., 1882, d .. 
1888. 

60. VIl. REco:MPENBE, b. near May's Landing, N. J., 1884; 
m. Rachel Harris. 

61. vm. EDMUND T., b. near May's Landing, N. J., 1886, 
d. 1882. 

62. IX. REBECCA, b. near May's Landing, N. J., 1887; m. 
William Miskell, of Winslow. 

22. COLONEL WILLI.&.,1 ROGERS SCHENCK was bom at Cin­
cinnati,' then in the Northwestern Territory, 20 Oct., 1799. 
In 1802 his father, Gen. William C. Schenck, removed and 
settled permanently at Franklin, now in Warren County, 
Ohio, where the son remained with him, receiving such edu­
cation as the place ancl times afforded, until he reached the 
age of about eighteen years, when he was sent as a clerk to 
Mr. Martin Baum, a wealthy merchant of Cincinnati, and an 
intimate friend of General Schenck. 

As a yo:10g man, William was noted for his wit and social 
qnalitie~, a genial companion and something of a poet ; som& 



DESCENDANTS. 81 

of his effosionsn.re to be found in n work entitled" Gems from 
American Poets." 

After the death of his father, in 1821, he returned to 
Franklin to take charge, as co-executor with his mother, of 
the family estate. .And he then and there established him­
self in business upon his own account as a merchant, his 
store beinf on Front street, between Second and Third 
streets. Not being satisfied with this business, he removed 
with bis family to Lebanon, in Warren County, Ohio, and 
commenced the study of the law with the late Hon. Thomas 
Corwin, and was admitted to the bar, but never practised as 
a lawyer. 

He took a very great interest in the militia, and held vari­
ous commissions as nn officer therein. After having been a 
captain of cavalry, he was commissioned as lieutenant-colonel 
Second Regiment, Second Brigade, the 16th of January, 
1823. He was afterwards colonel of this regiment, his resig­
nation being dated the 15th of November, 1826, "he having 
been an officer of enid regiment .for five years." 

On the 24th of October, 18.22, he entered the Masonic 
fraternity, was" passed" on the 26th of the same month, and 
" raised " to the degree of a. master Mason on the 27th of the 
following month. In 1826 he was the secretary of his lodge, 
Eastern Star, No. 55, of Franklin, Ohio. His father was the 
first master of this lodge upon its organization in 1819, and 
his uncle, Garret A. Schenck, was at the same time the 
junior warden. 

On the 3d of February, 1831, Colonel Schenck left Cin­
cinnati to engage in the Santa. Fe trade, a business then in 
its infancy. He went from St. Louis by way of Independ­
ence to Santa Fe during that year. One of the same party 
was the present weil-known General .Albert Pike, of Wash­
ington, D. 0. This party consisted of seventy-five men in 
all, :md was fitted out by Carter Bent, Frederick Billen and 
--Holliday, the train cc,nsistin~ of ten wagons, all but one 
drawn by "xen, and left St. Loms the 10th of August, In­
dependence between the 5th and 10th of September, and got 
into TatoP, ~ome on one day, some on another, between the 
9th and 15th of November of that year. 

General Pike writes: "In September, 1832, I left Santa 
Fe and Taos with a trapping party, descen<lecl the Picos, 
crossed tbe EllaiioEstacado, nnd ultimately reachecl Arkansas. 
During my stay of near ten weeks I saw )fr. Schenck very 
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often, and we continued to be on terms as intimntely friendly 
as we were while crossing the i1Inins. He toltl men thou­
sand things nbout himself and his relatives, the course ot" bis 
life, his successes nnd reverses; but all buve passed out of 
my memory, for until now, no one has spoken to rue of him 
iu :fifty years. Ile was a mnn of cultivation and acquire­
ments, of fine iutelli~ence, cordial and genial, a pleasant 
companion and firm fnend, sadly out of place in such a coun­
try as New Mexico was at that day, among the citizens of 
the United Stutes residing there. I left him in Santa Fe, 
and after I bad been for a time in Arkansas I beard of his 
having been wounded and left to die on the prairie, and 
wrote and published some lines of verse respecting it, which 
were seen by his relatives, and caused them to write to me 
for such information as I could give." 

In the foll or winter of 1832-'33, a party consisting of 
twelve men started to return from Santa Fe. This party 
met with n terrible calamity, an account of which is ¢.ven 
by Josiah Gregg in his Oonmitrce of t!te Ptairies, vol. II, pp. 
48-53, as follows: 

• * * After three or four days of weary travel over this level 
plain the picturesque valley of the Canadian burst once more upon 
our view, presenting one of the most magnificent sights I had ever 
beheld. • • • It was somewhere in this vicinity that a small party 
of Americans experienced II terrible calamity In the winter of 1S32· 
'3, 011 their way home; ancl as the Incident had the tendency to call 
into play the most prominent features of the Indian character, I will 
digress so fnr here as to relate the facts. 

The purty consisted of twelve men. chiefly citizens of Missouri. 
Their baggage ancl about ten thousand dollars in specie \l'ere packed 
upon mules. They took the route of the C.:anadiau River, fearing to 
venture on the northern pr11iries at that season of the year. Having 
left Santa Fe in December. they bad proceeded without accident 
thus far, when a large purty of Comanches and Kiowa.'! were seen 
advancing with the treacherous and pusillanimous disposition of 
those races. The traders prepared at ouce for defense; but the 
savages having made a halt at some distance, began to approach one 
by one, or in small parties, makinl,( a gre11t show of friendship all the 
while, until most of them had collected on the spot. Finding them­
selves surrounded in every direction, the travellers uo,v began to 
move on in hopes of getting rid of the intruders: but the latter were 
equally ready for the start, and, mounting their horses, kept jogging 
on in the same direction. 

The first act of hostility perpetrated by the Indians proved fatal to 
one of the American traders named Pratt, who was shot dead while 
attempting to secure two mules which had become separated from 
the rest. lipon this the companions of the slain man immediately 
dismounted and commenced a fire upon the Inllians, which \Vas 
warmly returued, \fhereby another man of the name of Mitchell was 
killed. 
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By this time the traders had taken off their packs and piled them 
around for protection, and now falllng to work with their hands, 
they very soon scratched out a trench deep enough to protect them 
from the shot ot the enemy. The latter made several desperate 
charges, bui; they seemed too careful of their owu personal safety, 
not\\itbstanding the enormous superiority of their numbers, to ven­
ture near the riilesof the Americans. In a few hours all the animals 
of the traders were either killed or wounded, but no personal damage 
was done to the remaining ten men, with the exception of II wounu 
in the thigh received by one, which was not at the time considered 
dangerous. 

During the siege the Americans were in great danger of perishing 
from thirst. as the Indians had complete command of all the ,rater 
within reach. Starvation was no, so much to be dreaded, because, 
in case of necessity, they could live on the flesh of their slain animals, 
some of which lay stretched close around them. After being pent up 
for thirty-siX hours in this terrible hole, during which time they had 
seldom ventured to raise their heads above the surface without being 
shot at, they resolved to make a bold sortie in the night, as any ,lea~h 
was preferable to the fate which awaited them there. As there was 
not an animal left that was at all in condition to travel, the proprie­
tors of the money gave permission to all to take ai::d appropriate to 
themselves whatever amount each man could safEJIY undertake to 
carry. In this way II few hundred <lollars were starti:,d with, of which 
however, but little ever reached the United States. The remainder 
was buried deep in the sand in hopes that it might escape the cupidity 
of the savages: but to Yery little purpose, for they were afterwards 
seen by some ::-.rexican traders making a greatdlsplayof specie, which 
was without doubt taken from this unfortunate cnc/w. 

With every prospect of being discovered. overtaken aud butchered, 
but resolved to sell their lives as dearly as possible, they at last 
emerged from their biding-place, and moved on silently a11d slowly 
until they found themselves beyond the perlleus of the Indian camp. 
Often did they look back in the direction where from three to five 
hundred savages were supposed to watch their movements; but, 
much to their astonishment, no one appeared to be In pursuit. The 
Indians, believing no doubt that the property of the traders would 
come in to their hands, ar.d having 110 amateur predilection for taking 
scalps at the risk of losing their own. appeared willing enough to let 
the spoliated adventurers deµart without further molestation. 

The destitute travelers having run themselves short of pro,isions, 
and being no longer able to kill game for want of material to load 
their rilles with, they were soon. rednced to the necessity of sustain­
ing life upon the roots and tender bark of trees. After traveling 
for several days in this desperate condition, with lacerated feet and 
utter prostration of mind and body, they began to cllsaitree among 
themselves about the route to be pursued. and eventualfy separated 
into two distinct parties. Five of these unhappy men steered a west­
ward course, and after a succession of sufferings and privations which 
almost surpassed belief, they reached the settlements of the Creek 
Indians, near the Arkansas River, where they were treated with 
great kinclness and hospitality. 

The other five wandered nbout in a i..eat state of distress and 
bewilderment, and ouly two finally succeeded in getting out of the 
mazes of the wilderness. 

Among those ,vho were abandoned to their fate and left to perish 
thus miserably was a llr. Schenck, the same individual who had been 
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shot in the thigh, 11 gentleman of talent nncl excellent family connec­
tions, who was II brother. 11.'! [ am informed, of the lion. Mr. Schenck, 
at present II member of Congress from Ohio. 

'!'be following is the poem mentioned by General Pike, 
written by him apon hearing of the fate of his unfortunate 
friend: 

DEATH I~ THE DESERT. 

The snn is sinking from the sky, 
The clouds are clusterlug rouud the moon, 
Like misty bastions, mountain high; 
And night approaches, ah ! too soon. 
Aroun1l me the dark prairies spread 
Its limitless monotony. 
Ancl near me, in wide snndy beds, 
Runs water salter than the sea, 
Bitter ns tears of misery. 
And now the shal'P, keen, frosty dew 
Begins to fall upon my head, 
Piercing each shattered fibre through; 
By it my torturing wound with fresh pain is feel. 

Near me lies dead my noble horse; 
I watched his last convulsive breath, 
And saw him stiJfen to a corse, 
Knowing like his won Id be my death. 
The cownrcls left me lying here 
To die; and for three weary days 
I've watched the sunlight disappear; 
Again I shall not see hls eyes; 
On my dead heart they soon will blaze. 
Ah. God ! it is a fearful thing 
To be alone in this wide plain, 
To hear the hungry vultures wing, 
And watch the light of my existence wane. 

Am I, indeed, left here to die? 
Alone! alone I It is no dream I 
~\t times I hope it is. Though nigh, 
Already faintly sounds the stream. 
I mu~t die! and fierce wolves will gnaw 
My corpse before the pulse is still, 
Before my parting breath I draw. 
This doth the cup of torture fill; 
This, this it is that sends a thrill 
Of anguish through my inmost brain; 
This thought far bitterer than death; 
I ,-:\re not for the passing pain. 
But fain would draw in peace my last, my parting breath. 

And here, while left all, all alone, 
To clie, (how strange that word icil! sound!) 
With many a bitter, mocking tone. 
The faces of olcl friends come round. 



DESCENDA?.'TS, 

They tel1 of one untimely sent 
Down to the dark and narrow grave 
By Honor's code; of old friends bent 
With grief, for causes that I gave; 
.And leaning on each misty_ wave, 
I see the shapes I loved and Jost 
Gather around, \\ith deep dim eyes, 
Like drowning men to land uptossed, 
And here one mocks, and my vain rage defies. 

Dear God! my children. spare the thought I 
Bid It depart from me, lest I 
.At length to madness should be \\TOught, 
.And cursing thee, Insanely die! 
Hush I the cold pulse Is beating slow-
I see death's shadow close at band; 
I turn from sunset's golden glow, 
.And looking towlll'd my native land, 
Where the dark clouds. like giants, stand, 
I strain my eyes. and hope perchance, 
To see, beneath the Clllm cold moon, 
Some shape of human-kind advance 
To give a dying man the last. the saddest boon. 

In vain, In vain I No footstep comes I 
All Is yet lone and clesolate; 
Deeper and darker S\\'ell the glooms • 
.And with them Death and eyeless Fate. 
Now am I dying. Well I know 
The pains that gather round the heart, 
The wrist's weak pulse is beating slow • 
.And life and 1 begin to part; 
Vain now would be the leecl1's art; 
But deatb is not so terrible. 
As it hath been. No more I see! 
My tongue Is f11Jteriug ! Now all's well! 
My soul, "tis thine, oh Father, take it unto thee I 

22. COLONEL WILLIAM RooERS ScnEYCK, b. Cincinnati, 20 
Oct., 1799; m. Cincinnati, Ohio, 4 Sept., 1822, Phebe W. 
( d~u. of Jesse Reeder, nud Ph.,ebe ~h~eler,) b. (?incinnati, 
Ohio, 15 Apr., 1808. She m. _d, Cmcmuati, Ohzo, 8 Oct., 
1843, Johll N. C. Schenck. He d. near the South Fork of 
the Canndino River, latitude abt. 36°, longitude between 
102° and 103° west, in the winter of 1832-'3. lBsue: 

68. I. ELIZA.D"-'TH, b. Franklin, Ohio, 28 Oct., 1824; m.· 
Franklin, Ohio, 14 Aug., 1845, Joseph Bennett. 

64. II. PHEBE W11EELER, b. Franklin, Ohio, 24 Aug., 1826. 
65. III. JA.)IES FINDLAY, b. Franklin, Ohio, 16 March, 

1829; m. Hudson City, Muscatine County, Iowa, 12 Oct., 
1854,Maria Carr Bell, b. Lexington, Ky., 25 Jan'y, 188i. 



86 DESCE:SDA:STS, 

26 • .ADlllRAL J.i)IES FI:SDLAY SonE:SCK wns born nt Frnnk­
lin, Warren Co11nty, Ohio, the 11th June, 1807. In 1822, 
shortly after the death of his father, he received nu npp,,int­
meut as cadet at the United 'States .Military Academy, at 
We~t Point, New York, where he remained for about two 
years, mnintuiuing a very good standing in his studies; but 
in conseq11ence of some trouble with one of the tactical offi­
cers, resnlting from certain reports which had been made 
ago.inst cadets by that officer, and ot' his subsequent actions 
respectin"' th1:do cadet", and deemed by them to have been 
conducted in a spirit of unjust and uncalled-for persecution, 
Cndet Schenck and several others tendered their resignations. 

On thtJ 1st of ~larch, 1825, .Mr. Schenck received an ap­
pointment as IUitl~hipman in the United States Navy, nod in 
the following August was ordered to the sloop Hornet, Alex­
ander Cln.xton commnn<ling, West India squadron. During 
his services . with this vessel, she was actively engaged in 
cruising on that station, the principal ports touched at being 
Havana, ~latnuzas, Tampico, Vern Cruz, Key ,vest, and 
Pensnco!n, nil of which, with many more of less importance, 
were frequently visited. 

In )larch, 1827, he was detached and ordered to the Nat­
chez, George B11dd commanding. 'l'his vessel had been fit­
ted out at the Norfolk navy yard, under special instructions 
from the Navy Department, to join the West Indin squadron 
for services against :pirates, whic11 iufostecl those waters at 
the time, causingsenous inconvenience to commerce. While 
servin~ with this vessel on the· eonth side of the island of 
Cuba, m July, 1828, two schooners and a sloop were fitted 
out to aid the Natcltez in her operations against the pirates. 
The latter vessel, the SurJYi·ise, with thirty men, ,-Ill! for some 
time under the command of Mr. Schenck. No actual con­
flicts of any consequence with the pirates seem to have 
resulted from these operations, as the piratical vessels either 
left those seas, or, as was the case in several instances when 
hard pressed, burned their vessels and took to the land. In 
November, 1828, he WM detached from the Natchez, and or• 
dered to the Peacock, Ed. R. McCall commanding, of the 
same squadron, and in December, 1829, he was ordered to 
the Brandywine, Henry E. Ballard commanding, then lying 
at the New York navy yard, under orders to join the same 
squadron. On the 4th of the following February she received 
her crew, and on the 9th of .March she got to sea, reaching 
Havana April 1st. 



OESOEYDAYTS, 87 

These vessels were nll actively engaged ill cruising on the 
station, keeping a sharp lookout for pirates, aud upon the 
vessels of the Spanish and ~fexican navies; somewhat dis­
posed to interfere with the commerce of the United States at 
that time. 

In July, 1880,.Mr.Schenckwasdetnchedfrom the Brandy• 
1oine nncl plnced upon " waiting orders,'' nod on the 4th of 
June, 1881, he was promoted to passed midshipman, and in 
the following month ordered to the receiving-ship at Norfolk, 
Va., but in the following October was detached and granted 
leave. 

In January, 1832, he ,vas ordered to the frigate United 
States, J. B. Nicholson commanding, then fitting out at the 
New York navy yar<l, from whence she sailed to join the 
:Mediterranean squadron on the 3d of July of that year, 
touching at Funchal on the 26th of tbe same m,Jnth, Lisbon 
on tho 11th, Gibraltar on the 15th, aud on the 26th of August 
arrived at Port :Mabon, at which port the frigate John Adams, 
David Connor, captain, arrived on the 30th of the same 
month. Here :\Ir. Schenck was transferred as an acting 
master to the latter ship, she being short of officers. After 
the usual services upon this station he was, in :\larch, 1884, 
detnchecl and granted leave, and wu.,; commissioned lieutenant 
2~d of December, 1835, and in June, 1836, ordered to the 
JJostori, Blade» Dulaney commanding, then fitting out at 
Boston, Mass. She sailed for Pensacola July 10th of that 
year, for services in the '\Vest India squadron. The passage, 
although not an unusually stormy one, was rendered e...:ceed­
ingly disagreeable if not hazardous by reason of the improper 
1:1towage of the ship, compelling her to put into the port of 
St. Thomas. From there, July 20, 1836, Captain Dulaney 
reported : " • "This ship, as at present stowed, is un­
seaworthy and must be broken out and restowed.'' • • 
Which operation the captain immediately proceeded to per­
form, reporting its completion on the 11th of the following 
month, and also that • • "she was found in a bad condi­
tion, not stowed as per the draught furnished, and that he 
had left several thousand pounds of iron ballast in charge of 
a naval agent, taking bis receipt therefor; that the spirit 
casks were found to be rotten and had leaked badly, and the 
water in the tanks was found to be salt. This last, however, 
may have resultt!d from the scuttling of the deck." She 
had lost some of her boats, and a hundred and :fifty heavy 
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shot hacl been thrown overboard to ease her, yet she bad ex- . 
perienced no heavy sens or storms. As soon as this vessel 
arrived on the station in September, 1886, Lieutenant Schenck 
was detached from l1er and orde1·ed to the St. Louis, aud in 
July of the following year to the Oo11stellatio11, and iu May, 
1888, he was detached and granted ltlave. 

In August, 1889, he was ordered to the Do◊1lii11, Brazil 
squadron, where he served until July, 1840, wheu he was de­
tached and !?!"anted leave. In November, 1841, was ordered to 
the receiving ship at New York, and in July, 1842, detached to 
the razee Independence, home squadron, and iu December,1843, 
was detached to the Preble, Thomas W. Freelon command­
in~,. which vessel sailed from Boston for Pensacola, and the 
West India squadron January 24, 1844. 

Un the 28th of June of that year Commander Freelon ·for­
warded, with u very favorable and flnttering indorsement, an 
appli.cation of Lieutenant SchAnck for leave of absence, and 
also one for Lieutennnt Prentiss, and during the following 
month Lieutenant Schenck was detached and granted leave. 

In August, 1845, be was ordered to the frigate Congress, 
Pacific squadron, Commodore Stockton commanding. 

WAR WITH MEXICO. 

As "chief military aid'' to Commodore Stockton, Lieu­
'tenant Schenck landed and took possession of Santu Barbara 
and Sau Pedro in California. Serving iu the same capacity, 
marched upon aud was at the first capture of Los Angeles, 
the following being Commodore Stockton's report of his 
operations: 

CIUD,\D DE LOS ANGELES, .Atl[fll8t 22, 1846. 
Sm: You have already been informed of my having assumed, on 

the 23d of .July, the command of the United States forces on the west 
coast of Mexico, 

I have now the honor to inform you that the flag of the United 
States is flying from every commanding position in the Territory of 
California, and that this rich and beautiful country now belongs to 
the United States, and is forever free from Mexican dominion. 

On the day after I took this command, I organized the " California 
battalion of mounted riflemen " by the appointment of all the neces­
l!ary officers, and received them as volunteers into the sel'vice of the 
United States. Captain Fremont was appointed major, and Lieu­
tenant Gillespie captain of the battalion. The day after they were 
embarked on board the sloop of war Cyane, and sailed from Monterey 
for San Diego, that they might be landed to the southward of the 
Mexican forces, amounting to 500 men under General Castro and 
Governor Pico, and who were well fortified at the "Camp of the 
Mesa," three miles from this city. 
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A few days after the C11rLne left r sailed in the Congress for San 
Pedro, the port of entry for this dep11rtment, 11nd thirty miles from 
this pl11ce, where I hlndecl with my g11Uant Bllilor army, and marched 
directly for the redou!Jtable ·• U11m1> of the Me~a." But when we 
arrlvtid within twelve miles of the campGeneml Castro broke ground 
and ran for the Oity of Mexico. The governor of the territory and 
the other principal otncers separated in different parties, ar.d ran 
away In clifferent directions: and with l[r. Larkins, l11te ~\merlcan 
consul, we entered the fllmo1111 .. Ul11cl11d de Jos Angeles,'' the capital 
of the Callfornlas, and took quiet poJSesslon of the government 
house. 

Unfortunately, the mounted rillemen did not get up in time to head 
them off. We have since, however, tnken most of the principal offi­
cers; the rest will be permitted to remain quiet at home under the 
restrictions contained in my proch1mation of the 17th. 

Thus In Jess than a mont,h after I assumed the command of the 
United States forces in Callfornia we h1we chasecl the Mexican army 
more than three hundred miles along the coast, pursued them thirty 
miles In the interior of their own country, routed and dispersed them, 
and secured the territory to the United Stntes, ended the war, re­
stored peace and harmony among the people, and put a civil govern­
ment into successful operation. 

When I leave the territory I ,,ill appoint Major Fremont to be 
governor an<l Captain Gllle11ple to be secretary. 

The WaTTen and C111,11e will sail to-day to blockade the west coast of 
Mexico, south of San Diego, nnd having almost finished my work 
here, I wlll snll in the Co11rrress as soon as the store ship arr! ves and I 
can get supplied with provisions, on 11 cruise for the protection of our 
commerce. and dlspo3e of the other ve!'isels as most e:trectually to 
attain that o!Jject, and at the same time to keep the southern coast 
s trlctly block11de<l. 

I inclose with this letter several papers marked. Including this Jet­
ter, from l to 10, which will give yon some idea of the present condi• 
tion of my government here, and of the !'.lbors that have been done 
within the past month. 

I have not time to specify individual merit, bnt I ought not to 
close this letter without saying I do not think that ardent patriotism 
and indomitable courage has ever been more evident than amongst 
the oflicers and meu, 860 in number. from the frigate ConfJ'J'esB, who 
accompanied me on tbis trying and bal'.ardous march, a longer m11rch 
perha1>s than has ever been m11de in lhe interior of a country by sailors 
after an enemy. 

Three days since I received your dispatch of the 13th of May, and 
at the same time a Mexican account of the proceedings of Congress 
and the President's proclamation by the United Stutes ship WaTTen 
from Mazatlan. 

Faithfully your obedient servant, 
R. F. STOCJKTON. 

To the Hon. GEORGE BANCROFT. 
&cretar.11 qf the Nav,11, Washi11!1ttn1. 

As the second lieutenant of the frigate Con_qress, Lienten­
ant Schenck was at the bombardment and capture of Guay­
mas and at the ta.king of Mazatlan, in Mexico. The military 
authorities of the former place refusing the demand to sur-

7 
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render, it wa~ subjected to a Phort but eficctive bombardment, 
causing the withdrawal of the greater part of the M()xican 
forces, upon which the sailors and marines from the fleet 
Jnndecl nnd took possession of' the place. In October, 1848, 
Lieutenant t-lchenck returned from the Pacific squudron as 
bearer of dispntches, and was granted leave. 

In May, 1849, ho was ordered to the command of the Pa­
cific mnil steamer 0/iin. It had orginnlly been the intention 
of this company to name this ve~sel and the Grorgia-com­
manded by the present Adrnitnl Porter-after R(>presentn­
tives R~>bert. C. Schenck nncl Butler King, respectively; they 
having been largely ith!lrumental in the succes~ful organiza­
tion of the company and tho establishment of its line of 
st.earners, by virtue of the net of' Congress which these Rep­
resentatives hncl so strenuously ncJvocuted. But these gen­
tlemen, objEcting to such use of their names, the company. 
named tl1e two vessels after tho Statl•s represented by .Messrs. 
Schenck nncl King. Lieutena11t Schenck wns then ossigned 
to the commnnd of the vessel bearing the nnme of his native 
State. Ho re1nained on duty, commanding this and one or 
two other vessels of this company, sailing bc•tweon New York 
city and the Isthmus of Punama, until December, 1862, 
when he wns detached and grnu ted leave of absence. 

He was promoted to tl1e rank of a comnmnder the 14th 
of' September, 1856, nud in April, 1867, was ordered to com­
mand the receiving Fhip at New York. In Juno of the 
next yen1·, he was detached and placed on waiting ordo1·s, and 
in J ulr, 1859, was ordered to the command of the Saqinaw, 
East india squadron. In June, 1861, Commander Sc'hcnck 
was ordered, by FJng Officer Engle, to 1n·oceed with the 8u9i-
11a10, to Quhn-hon llay, in Cochin Chinn, in the execution of 
ce1·tnin duties. After some rlifficulty, resulting from the want of 
proper ~harts oft.hat const, nnd of n know]oclgo of those waters, 
the &1,q1'naw finally succeeded in cnt<!ring the lmy, and about 
noon of July 30th dropped her anchor; orders having boon 
gh•cn for the steam to be kept up; tho intention being to com­
municate with the shore at one o'clock, unless an oflioinl visit 
was made to tho Saginaw before that time. 

An official visit wus mndo, but not exactly of' the charac­
ter expected. fn nppronching the anchorage, tho United States 
flag flying nt tho pcnk, nnd at the momeut of anchoring a 
white Bag wns hoisted nt the fore. Dut almost ns soon as 
the nnchor was down, n sliot w~s fired- from a fort, benring 
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north from tho vessel, having an ele,,ntion of nbout one hun­
dred and fit'ty foot above the sou, and distant about six hun­
dred yards. 'l'he anchor was immediately got up, but not 
before nnother shot was fired, and after the rmchor was away, 
but bofore it was u/)' the ship moving slowly out, a third shot 
wns fired. All oft 1csc shots barely missed hitting the vessel, 
but did no damngo. Within ten minutos from tho time the 
first shot was fired tho anchor wuR secured, and the ve:Ssel was 
rendy nnd in a sit.unt1on to return the compliment, being about 
nine.hundred yarcls from tho fort. 'fhcfire was then returned 
in n. very deliberate mnnnor b,v n thirty-two-pounder rifle.gun. 

In a short time n dull, heavy report was hoard within the 
fort, and q flng was eceu, and as no shot followed this report, 
it was supposed that either a gun bud burstcd or thnt a nmga­
zine had boon exploded by tho shells from the tbirty-·cwo­
poundcr. 'fhe fort was silenced from this time, but tho fire 
wa.'i kept up f'Mm the 8a9in-tto for hnlf an hour, to gh1e the 
" heathen Chinese'' somo idea of her target practice. As, 
after such a 1·eceptiou, there was little use of t,ryirlg to com­
municate ful'ther with the oflicinls on shol'e, the ship then 
drew out and returned to Hong Kong; the white flug having 
been huuled clown ns soon ns tho first shot wus fired. 

W .AR OF TUE JtEUELLION, 

The ,v ur of tho ReboJlion ha\'ing begun, Cotnmnndcr 
Schenck addressed the following letter to the department nt 
W nsbington : 

U. S 8TEAllER SAGINAW. lIONO KONG, Auu11st 8, 1861. 
8m: I have the ho11or to Jny before yon the following statement: 
Dy this mall yon will learn that b'Jag Otllcet· En1dc hns dechlecl to 

leave this vessel upon the station, nnd yon will rencllly believe that 
in the presout state of affairs at home, J find my position a vc1·y awk­
ward one, and in justice to myself I feel bound lo state wby I ac­
qntosced in the arrangement when ft wns proposed to me by },Jag 
Otllcer }~ngle. 

In the first plnce, I nm sl\tisfied thnt thts vessel is weak, amt built of 
unseasoned timbers. which aro now mlsomHl aucl she is not flt to en­
counter such weather 1,s she would probably meet with in l\ voyage of 
Vi,000 m Iles, and if I wea·e to succeP .I in getting her home, she would 
probably be.so much weakened at·. torn to plcces as to require ex­
tensive repairs, ·the cost of which would build or purchase a vessel 
equally as good, Tho voyage to California, nlthough the <listnnce is 
much less, would be even more h'ylug to the shi(> than to the .At­
lantic •. 

I would have pro1iosecl to Flag Otllcer JfoJrle to leave the \'essel in 
command of a Ueutonnnt. to \\'hlch class or officers she 1n·o11erly be­
longs, but unfortunately the senior lieutenant of tho sq1m1lro11. Mr. 
Pnrker. is strongly suspected of disaffection, bosi .. leR· 111y 1111willlng. 
11e3s now to abandon the omcers l\nd men who have s0 r\'ed with me 
fl\ithftdly for two years, and who 100k to me as the agent through 
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whom they hope to be Telieved from a duty which under existing cir­
cum3tnnces is onerous. 

If the Depnrtment should llecide upon orderlng tlle vessel home, I 
of course am the 1,roper commander, and feel satisfied that I can 
perform the duty as well as any other officer. and perhaps better than 
one who has less knowledge of the qualities of the craft. But if 
on the contrary the Department should decide to leave her here, 
where I think she cnu be made useful. I beg leave most respect­
fully to request to bl! relieved from the command. with orders 
to return to the United States, and I ground my a]Jplication upon 
tl1e fact of m;v having seen my full term of service in the Saqinaw, 
and that she is not a proper command on a foreign station for an 
officer of my mnk, and if this unhappy war continues, I feel that I 
might be up and doinp: something for my country. My brother's 
name appears among the list of those who have emerged from civil 
life to ~erve inn military capacity. My son, a lllwyer, unused to the 
art of war, is a private soldier in an llldiana regimeut, now at Cairo, 
and I. who have been bred to arms at the expense of my government, 
am comparatively idle. 

The other officers of the Snyinaw are equally as anxious to Le re­
lieved, and I hope the Department will find it convenient to gratify 
us. . 

With regard to the crew. I have but twenty-eight {28) left who were 
enlisted in California, and they all have about one yearlongertoserve. 
With so small a ship's company there would be a difficulty in filling up 
vacancies out here. 

The Hartf<1rd aud Dacot11J1. sailed !or home the morning of the 6th 
inst. I propose leaviug here for the north in .i. few days. 

I am very respectfully. ~our obedient servant. 
JAS. FINDLAY SCHENCK, 

Hon. GIDEON WELLS. Commander. 
&CTetary qf U,e Navy, Waahinyton, D. a. 

In February, 1862, an order was issued detaching Com~ 
mander Schenck, and ordering him home, but this order had 
been anticipated, and he reported his arrival in New York 
the 17th of March following, and on the 19th of the next 
month he received orders to take command of the frigate St. 
Lawrence, and at once proceeded to Hampton Roads, and on 
the 3d of May, 1862, reported to Flag Officer Goldsboro, as­
sumed the command of his ship, and proceeded to join the 
West Gulf blockading squadron. This vessel was soon 
found to be of little value for such duty, and in consequence 
was soon converted into a store ship, and stationed at Key West. 

But this was not the kind of duty which Commander 
Schenck had returned from China to perform, and he imme­
diately addressed the following application to the.Navy De­
partment: 

U.S. STORE SmP ST. LAWRENCE. 
KEY WEST, FLA., July 9, 1862. 

Sxa: This ship having been converted into a "Store ship," I trust 



DESCENDANTS. 93 

the Department will at its earliest convenience assign me to some 
duty commensurate with the rank I hold in the Navy. 

In the war in which our country is now unhappily engaged, It has 
been my misfortune to have had no opportunity of performing any 
Important service, but I yield to no one in anxiety to make myself 
useful. 

A faithful service of thirty-seven years, nearly two-thirds of which 
has been spent at sea, will. I hope. have its due influence in relieving 
me from a duty which I feel, at the present time, places me in a 
wrong_positlon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

Hon. GIDEON WELLS, 

JAS. FINDLAY SCHENCK, 
Oommander. 

Secretary of tJ1e Navy, Wcis/1inyton, D. O. 

He was not relieved from the command of the St. Law­
rence until the 1-lth of April, 1863. On the 6th of October, 
1864, he received the notification of his promotion to the 
rank of commodore, his commis3ion dating back to the 2d 
of ,Jauuarv, 1863. 

October
0

7th, 1864, he tele~aphed from Davenport, Iowa: 
"Order;i to Po1oh'ltan received, will be obeye:l," and on the 
14th of the same month he wrote from 

U.S. S. POWJIATA."lf, 
HA::ltPrON RoADS, Octt1ber 14, 1S64. 

Sm: C have the honor to inform you that I have this day reported 
to Roar ~\.dmiral Porter for the command of this ship, and have en­
tered upon my duties." 

The Po1ohat•tn wns attached to the North Atlantic i-quadron, 
under the commau<l of Rear Admiral Porter. She took a 
prominent part in the two attacks upon Fort Fisher, North 
Carolina, under the command of Commodore Schenck, who 
in the~e :1ttackil also commanded the Third Divi;iion of the 
North Atlantic squadron, and the following is hiil report of 
his part in the first attack: 

U.S. STEA::IIER POW'ltATA."lf, 
OFP' BEAUFORT, N. c .. . Tanuary 1, 1865. 

ADlttll.AL: Your General Order No. 75, did not reach me until 
this morning, owing to its being sent on board the <J<ilnr<U1.o. In 
replv to that part of it requiring me to make a re1,ort of the part 
I took in the actions or the :!4th and 25th ultimo, I have to 
state that at 1 :20 P. M.. on the 24th I took my poQition in the line, 
as directed by yon, with a kedge upon my port quarter acting as 
a spring. letting go my port anchor with twenty-five (25) fathoms of 
chain, which brought my starboard broadside to bear upon the forts. 
I immediately opened a vigorous fire upon the b:\tteries. paying espe­
cial attention to ~•ort Fishtlr with my 11-inch gnn, and to the mound 
with my two (2) 100-pounder rarrotts, and with my 9-inch guns to 
the batteries more immediately abreast of us. It is reported and be· 
Iieved on board this ship that one of the shells from our 11-inch, 
which exploded in Fort Fisher, set fire to it. At 2:40 P. )L, findini, 
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that some ot m;s fl-inch shells tell short:, and that the BrookZ!ln, being 
under way. occasionally interfered with my line of sight, I got under 
way, continuing the action, and stood into four-and-a-half (-1¼) fath­
oms of w11te1·, from which position every shot told with great effect. 
From this time the action was continued under wuy. At 3.10 P. M. 
the encl of our spanker gaff was shot awuy. and our Oag came down 
with it: hoisted it immediately at the mizzen. About the snme time 
the rebel flng on Fort Fisher was shot away, and was not raised again 
during the action. At. 3.45 P. M the flagstl\ff o:i the mound was 
shot away, which shot is clairned by our pivot riflA. At 5.20 P. ?.L, 
the signal was mude to discontinue the action. Hauled off, having 
sustained no loi:s of life or injury to the ship. 

During this day's action we find two hundred and thirty-six (:?116) 
9-inch shell, fifty-four (54) 11-inch shell. and eighty-two (82) 100-
pounder rifle shell. Not a shot was wasted from the 11-inch and 
rifles, and only a few in the early part of the action from the fl-inch 
guns. The starboard battery only was used in action. viz: Eight (S) 
9-inch guns, two (2) 100-pounder Parrott rifles, and one (l) 11-inch 
pivot gun. 

On the 25th I tonk my position as before, although neurer the bat­
teries and further in-the batteries between Fort l'isher and the 
mound abreast of us. My position was an admirable one for en• 
gaging the11e batteries, and my 0-inch guns were principally em• 
ployed in doing tbis. as it was only by them we were anuoye,l, with 
an occasional shot from the mound. During this day not a shot fell 
short, which accounts for my increased expenditure of 9-inch shell. 
At 2.10 P. M. we opened lire, which was replied to by the batteries 
abreast of us more vigorously than the day before. I am not aware 
of having received a single shot from Fort Fisher this day. At 3. '10 
P • .M. a- port main shroud was shot away; soon after we were 
struck three (3) times in pretty rapid succession. One (I) sho~ struck 
us under No. 3 port, three (:I) feet below the water-line, passing 
throuirh into a store room, and depositing itself in a mattress ; it. 
is a solid S-irch shot. Two (2J shot struck No.:? port, twenty inches 
below the miter-line.. one 11 i remaining ~n the side, and the other 
going through and lodging in a beam on the orlop deck, causing the 
ship to leak badly. A glancing shot struck the stern of the ship, but 
did no material injury. and some ,)f our running rigging i,hot a\Vl\y. 
At4.JO P. M., having expended all the ammunition for 11-inch and 
rifles, and nearly all for my 9-inch guns. made signal, ·'Ammunition 
I am short of." which was replied to." Save some." and immediately 
after," Discontinue the action.'' when I weighed my anchor, lifted 
m)" kedge. and hauled out of line. 

During the day's action we find four hundred and ninety.four (494) 
9-inch shell, fifty-two ( 52) 11-inch shell, and seventy-two (72) ride 
shell. 

In. conclnsio~, I beg leave to state that every otlicer and man on 
board this ship, under my command. did his duty nobly, and I have 
yet to hear of any complaint. either of officer or man, except as to the 
failure to take advantage of our two (2) days' work. With regard to 
the "damage apparently done to the works," I must confess that I 
was paying more attention to the oroper management of my own 
battery than the general effect, but it appears to me utterly impossi­
ble that any works con Id withstand such a fire and not be terribly dam­
aged ; and I am also fully impressed with the belief that bf a prompt 
and vigorous assault late in the afternoon of either day, E ort Fisher 
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might have been taken by a comparatively small force, say one thou­
sand (1,000) resolute men. 

Fort Fisher was silenced, the mound firing feebly; the only active 
firing from the enemy that I witnessed was !'rom the two (21 or three 
(l!) guns tlu,t annoyed me, and so Jong as my ammunition permitted 
me to tire ra11idly, I could keep them pretty quiet. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully. vonr obedient St!rvant, 
JAS. 1''INDLAY SCHEXCK, 

Com1110<lnre, Conul'!I U. S. Steamer Po,c/11,trm, N • .A. .s,,uadron. 
It seems to have been the universal opinion of naval 

officers that the fort could re:1dily have been taken on either 
clay, and such a result seems to be indicated by General But­
ter's report, in ,vhich he says: • • ·' General \Veitzel 
aclvanced his skirmi .. h line within fifty yards of the fort. 
while its garrison wns kept in the bomb-proofs by the :fire 
of the navy so closel,r that three or four men of the picket 
line ventured upon the parapet, and through the sally port 
of tue work, capturing a. horsi>, which they brought oft: 
killino the orderly." • • The garrisou did not exceed 
eight hundred men at the time of this attack, while General 
Butler must have. had near six thoul!and. It was 6eneral 
Grant's intention that General Weitzel should command the 
army part of this expedition, and not General Butler. His in­
struction,. plainly indicated that when once the army had 
gained a firm footing on the la.nil between Fort Fisher and 
Wilmington, they were to remain there until the former was 
eaptured, but these instructione were unknown ~o General 
Weitzel until after the withdrawal of the troops, and the 
utter failure to take proper advantage of the occa,,ion for an 
attack. 

When the ;;econd attack was made, the forces in the de­
fences of :Fort Fisher were greatly increased, as well as were 
those in and near Wilmington, while the ne\v expedition 
a,.o-ninst it, with the addition of a single bri~de of about 
fifteen hundred men, wa..-i composed in good part of the old 
one, minus its two genera.ls-General Grant designating 
General A.H. Terry to commaud, and takir1g very good care 
to see that no other should interfere with the operations of 
the officers selected, and as a resnlt sncct,;is followed, but not 
until after the most uesperate fghting-, and at a heavy loss in 
killed and \Vounded. As an indication of the heavv rein­
forcements the fort had received, General Terr.rcaptured two 
thousand aud eighty-three prisoners. Admiral Po"tersays in 
his report : · 

• • I was in Fort Malakoff a few days after its surrender to the 
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French and English; the combined armies of two nations were many 
months capturing that stronghold. and it won't compare either in 
size or strength to Fort Fisher. • * 

Commodore Schenck's official report of his part in this 
second attuck is ns follows : 

u. s. STEA)[ER POWHATAN, J,m11ar1116, 186.~. 
AI>mRAL : I have the honor to report that the United· States ship 

Powl1atm1, (1st class.} under my command, was got under way at 7 A. 
M., on the 13th of .January, and took her position, as assigned by you, 
in •· line of battle." Immediately after, all boats were sent to assist 
in the Jandini: of the troops. At 8 1.5 A. M., signal WllS made to an­
chor. At 3 P • .M. the boats returned. and steamed into line: at 3.30 
P. lI. anchored in the position assigned me. and immediately com­
menced firing upon I-'ort Fisher, and the batteries between the port 
and the mound, which vigorously continued until ll,30 I'. M .. when, 
in obedience to the sig1ml, I hauled out to a safe anchorage for the 
night. On the I-Ith my launche~ were employed in assisting in the 
landing of artillery, ammunition, provisions, &c., for the troops. 

On the 15th, at ii A. }I .. took my position in the .. line of battle." 
At 10.:?6, in obedience to the signal, cnllecl away all armed boats. at 
10.-10 the boats l!lft the shit>, with one hundred seamen and marines­
about an equal number or each, Lieutenant and Executive Officer 
George .M. Bache in command, 1st Lieutenant 1''. H. Corrie in charge 
of marines. At 11.:!o A. l[. anchorecl according to instructions. and 
commenced the engai:ement with the starboard battery, viz: one (I} 
11-inch pivot gun aft, eleven (11} 9-inch gun in battery, having 
substituted two (2) fl-inch for the JOO.pounder Parrott pivot gun 
forward, and one (1} 9-inch for the 100 pounder Parrott broad~ide gun. 
I had, before going into action at all. transferred the port battery to 
the starboard side, so as to avoid using those guns which lmd been 
pretty severely tested in the previous attack upon the fort on the 2-ltb 
and 25th of December. 

A rapid and effective fire was kept up on the fort until the assault 
was about to be made by the !'.'lilors and marines. when our attention 
wa& directed to the mound and the batteries aloni: the beach. As 
all our opemtions were conducted under your immediate supervision, 
it is unnecessary to enter into further details of thti trans."lction which 
you witnessed ; uut in justice to the gallant officers and crew under 
my immediate command, I feel bound to call your attention to the 
coolness. courage.and alacrity with which they performed theirduty. 
As much the greater number of otncers all(! men volunteered to land 
with the atlacking party than coul<i be :;pared from the ship, the 
delicate duty devolved upon me of making the selection. Lieutenant 
and Executive Ollicer George 1\1. .Bache claimed the right to com­
mand by virtue of seniority. Ensign Ira Harri;;, .Jr., claimed that he 
had a better right because lie was one of many childrPn. and not the 
only child, of his paretts, as was the case with bis friend and com­
petitor; Acting Ensign Robley D. Evans fo~mded bis claim upon the 
fact of the other members of his family being actively engaged among 
the rebels. All three of these officers were wounded in the assault; 
the last named, I fear, will be permanently disabled. How well the 
landing party performed its duty may be judged from the fact that 
fully one-third were kllled and wounded. U is clue to the marines of 
this ship. and to their commander, First Lieutenant F. H. Corrie, 
that the utmost alacrity and cheerfulness was shown in the perform-
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ance of their duty. The officers amt men who remained by the ship 
conducted themselves throughout the action in a manner every way 
creditable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. FINDLAY SCHENCK, 

Commodore, C:ommanding3d Diviaion. 
Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, 

Commanding N • .A. Blockading Squadrrm. 

In Admiral .Porter's " dispatch " in relation to this :fight, 
and mentioning officers by name for gallantry in action, 
says: • • "Commodore Jame;i F. Schenck and his ves­
sel, the Po1ohatan, have come up to my exp1:ctations in every 
respect. 'niis officer in battle has shown himself worthy to 
command so fine a ship. Ue performed bis duty most faith­
fully, and I am proud not only to have bad him under my 
command, but to see him reinstated in the position to which 
he bas done so much credit. He deserves all I mn say of 
him, and is worthy of promotion." 

The following order, which was forwarded for file in the­
Navy Department, explains itself: 

NonTI( ATL~'TIC SQUADRON'. u. s. FLAG SmP l\IALVERN', 
OFF FORT F1s1rnn., .Tanuar]J 17, 1865. 

Co,O10DoRE: You will proceed in company with the Susquel1anna 
and Ne,c Iro111ride.s to Hampton Roads. and report your arrival at that 
point to the honorable Secretary of the Nnvy. You will assist in 
taking care of the .ie,o Iron,ndes in case of accident to the :Susque­
hanna. It is likely, on your arrival. you may be detached from this 
squadron and ordered elsewhere. Permit me then, on the close of 
our official relations, t:, express my appreciation of the services you 
have rendered me while under my command, and I congratulate you: 
on being a participator in the important capture of the enemy's last 
stronghold, in which you h;ive taken so prominent a part. 

I am sorry to lose the services of your noble ship from my com­
mand; but as the enemy have now no works on the coast within the 
reach of your guns. you will likely be sent abroad to show rebel sym­
pathizers that our tlast still triumphant,ly waves over the ocean as ii; 
did before this rt-hellion broke out. 

It has afforded me great pleasure personally i;o see you reinstated 
in the position to which you liave clone so much credit, and from 
which I feel you were so long unjustly withheld. 

You take with you my best wi;ihes for a safe and speedy passage 
home, and a happy meeting with your friends . 

.Respectfully and truly yours, 

To Commodore JA.'l:ES F. SCHENCK. 

DA YID D. PORTER, 
Rear-Admiral. 

C:omma11ding U. S. Steamer Pou;hatan. 

In March, 1865, Commodore Schenck, still in command of 
the Powhatan, was ordered to proceed to Key West, and re-
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port for duty to Rear-Admiral C. K. Stribling, and for which 
place he sniled in the follo,ving month. As it was the inten­
tion of Rear-Admiral Stribling to make the Po1oltatan his flag­
ship. .Before leaving Hampton Roads Commodort> Schenck 
applied to be relieved from the vessel, which wus done upon 
his arrival at Key West, the 12th of May, 1865, a"ld he was 
plnced on waiting orders. In November, 1865, he was or­
dered to command the naval station at Mound City, Illinoi1:1, 
and in the following November was detached and placed on 
waiting orders. This was his la.st assignment to duty, and 
-on the 11th of ,June, 1869, having reached the age of sixty­
two years, he was, in accordance with the law governing the 
navy, placed upon the retired list. Jcly 18,~1870, he was 
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral on the retired list, but 
to date from the :21st of September, 1868, his promotion 
having been unjustly delayed by permitting another officer 
above him to remain on tile active list without warrant of 
law. . 

For many years Admiral Schenck had maintained a pleas­
ant and comfortable home in Dayton, Ohio, and to which he 
went to spend the remainder of his life, after spending up­
wards of forty-four years of it in the service of his country, 
most of which w11s spent on duty at sea. 

The Admiral was extremely fond of company, " He loved 
his friends," said one who knew him intimately, "to such a 
degree that be could see no foolt in them." He was almost 
equally strong in bis dislikes. To those who bad the honor 
of bis acquaintance and friendship, there never was a more 
genial gentleman or more cordial, warm-hearted friend. 
" Even the boys were not too young for him." He was ac­
counted one of the greatest and best story-tellers in the navy; 
prominent nmong those wonderful "@pinners of yams." Few 
men have such strong memori('S as be preserved up to the 
very day of his death. Ire lived quietly at bis home, in the 
enjoyment of good health as a ~eneral thing, interrupted, 
however, by an occasional atblck of the gout, until a short time 
before bis death, when it be1:ame evident that cataract was 
forming upon both of his eyes, and which finally rendered 
him completely blind. 

About six weeks before his death he went to Cincinnati, 
accompanied by Mr. J. Harrison Hall, of Dayton, and his 
ever present and faithful daughter Sarah, and had an opera­
tion performed upon one of bis eyes. 
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The shock to his nervous system by 1he operation, and the 
confinement, which was necessary immediately after it, told 
very heavily on his system, and although the operation was 
succes.-.ful so far as it concerned bis ey~, he ne,·er fully recov­
ered from its effects. Ue seemed to have a premonition of 
his approaching death, and bad, on several occasions within a 
few dnys of its occurrence, said to hie friends when they came 
to see him that he would not be with them long. 

When death did come it was almost without a moment's 
wanting, and bPfore his daughter, who had just stepped into 
an adjoining room, could be summoned back all was over, 
and ut 3 o'clock in the afternoon, death had touched the 
heart-strings of the venerable nnd much-beloved admiral. 

25. REAR-A.DllrtRAL JAMES FINDLAY ScDENCK, U, S. Navy, 
b. Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, 11 June 1807; m. 
Smithtown, L,mg Island--1829, Dorothy Ann Smith,"' b. 
Smithtown, L. I., d. Dayton, Ohio. He d, Dayton, Ohio, 
21 Dec .• lSl:12. Issue : 

65. I. SARAH S110:rn, b. Nissequague, Smithtown, Lon.,. 
Island, 7 March, 1830 ; m. 1851, Col. Joi'eph G. <Jrane. He 
was a.~assinate<l at Jackson, Miss., 8 ,June, 1869. 

66.II •• JANE FINDLAY, b. on Long Island, 1831; m. Dayton, 
Ohio, 1852, Andrew Barr Irwin. 

67. III. CASPAR, b. Long Islnnd, 1835; m. 1868, Mary 
Sewell. · 

68. IV. WouDHULL SMITH, b. Dayton, Ohio, 1840; m. 
Dayton, Mont~omery County, Ohio, Feb., 1871, Caroline 
Owen. He d. San Francisco, California, 1880. 

*Dnrot/111 Ami Smit/1. was descended from :Major Richard Smith. the 
~ten1ee of Smithtown, Long Island. and commonly called "Bull 
!Smith." Whether from caprice or necessity. it Is alleged of him that 
he made 11S!' of a large bull, for purposes usually allotted to horses at 
this day. It is, however. probable that the latter animals were 
neither plenty. or generally emploved in the almost universal man­
ner they now are. 11nd this may s1ifticiently account for what, under 
other circumstances, would be thought ,'trange. At any rate, hi!' p,os• 
terity have ever since been designated by the term " Bull SmitJ1, • as 
the descendants of Col. William Smith have been universally railed 
"Ta11JJi,er Smit/1," from the fact of his having once held the office of 
eolomill governor of that island. 

Major Richard Smif/1 came from England with Richard, his father, 
to New England, in the early part of the seventeenth century, when 
he married bis first wife. Sardh, by. whom he had usue: Jonathan, 
m. S11rnh Brewster; Obediah, drowned in 1680; Ric/itlrtl, m. 20, June 
16i0, Hannah Tooker, d. 17.20, Job. m. Elizabeth Thompson, Adam. 
m. Eliubeth Brown; Samuel, m. Hannah Longbotham; Daniel, m. 
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27. GENERAL ROBERT Cm.1l'r!ING ScnENCX was born at Frank­
lin, Warren County, Ohio, 4 Oct., 1809. He entered the 
sophomore class at. Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, in No­
vember ,1824, and graduated in September, 1827, but remained 
at Oxford University, extendin~ hie studies, and employ­
ingpart of bis time ns tutor of French and Latin until 1880, 
when he received his muster degree. 

In November of that year he entered Thomas Corwin's 
law office, at Lebanon, and in the following January was ad­
mitted to the bar as attorney and counsellor at law and so­
licitor in chancery. Removing to Dayton he commenced 
the practice of hie profeB:!ion, which continued until the com­
mencement of his active political and public life. 

In 1838, when twenty-eight years old, be was induced to 
becorne a candidate for Representative in the State legisla­
ture for .Mont~omery County, on the 'Whig ticket. His com­
petitor, hQwever, led him by a small majority. Three years 
later, not having been a candidate for any office in the mean­
time, he was elected to the lower branch of the legislature. 
He was re-elected by an incr~aee<l majority, and became a 
recognized leader in his party, and in 1843 bad risen so rap­
idly in its estimation, as to be accepted almost by commou 
consent as the candidate for Congre,,s, and was elected and 
re-electecl for each succeeding term until 1850, when he de­
clined a nomination, and at the close of bis term in 1851, 
was appointed by President Fillmore minister to Brazil. 
Daring his Congressional career Mr. Schenck ranked among 

1st, Ruth Tooker, m. 2d. Mary Holton; Elizabeth. m. 1st. 1664. Capt. 
Wm. Lawrence. ID, 2<1.1680, Philip Cartenet, governor of New Jersey; 
Deborah. m. 1680, Major Wm. Lawrence, d, li43. 

Richarcl Smith and Hannah Tooker had issue: Nathaniel, m. Hannah 
Howell; Ric/uird, m. Ann Sears: Ebenezer. m. Anna Smith; Han­
nah. m. James Fanning; Sl\rnh, ni. Nathaniel Woodhull. 

Ric/111rd Smith and Ann Sears had iss11e: Richnrd, m. Sarah Smith, 
d. 9April. 1812; Elisha; Isaac. m. MargarPt Field; Martha. m. John 
Adams; Hannah ; Charity; Juliana, m. Joseph Briant; .Phebe, ID. 
Nathaniel Platt. 

Ricl,ard Smith and Sarah Smith had iss11e: Richard. m. Eliza W. 
Nicoll; Edmond, m. Sarah Woodhull ; lVood/111ZZ. m. Sarah Rogers; 
Phineas. m. 1st. Mary Carle, ID, 2d, Sarah Whitman ; Ablga il. ID. 
Henry Rogers; Nathaniel, m. Sarah W. Floyd; Dorothy. m. Isaac 
Platt, d. i Feb., 1822 ; Ebenezer, m. Ann Carle; Ann, m. Isaac Pier­
son ; Thomas. 

WoodJ1ulZ Smith and Sarah Rogers had issue: Elizabeth; Charity; 
Dorothy, b. Smithtown, Long Island, m.-1829, .Tames Findlay 
Schenck: Rennelche, m. Robert C. Schenck; Edmond; Elizabeth; 
Julia Ann.· 
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the first as an efficient and practical statesman, and was soon 
recognized as one of the Whi~ leaders in the House, and bis 
reputation became national. His popularity, however, de­
pended solely upon his abilities. Ile was too prond to solicit 
votes, to yield to prejudices, or to udopt the ordinary arts of 
the politician. 

While minister to Brazil he received, without solicitation 
on bis part, special instructions from the Secretary of State to 
proceed on a diplomatic mission to Buenos Ayres and to 
Montevidio in the l{.epnblic of Uruguay. At the same time 
he wns empowered to negotiate with any one who might be 
authorized to represent the Republic of Paraguay. Several 
treaties were effected with these governments, by which the 
United States gained udvanfages ne\·er 11ccorded to any Euro­
pean nation, but from ne~lect or inadvertence, the treaty of 
commerce with Uruguay failed to be ratified by the Senate. 

Mr. Schenck returned from .Brazil in 1854, and for some 
years took no active part in politics. 

He was engaged occa.-,ionully in important lu1v cases, but 
principally in managing, as president, the coi:struction of 
thP. line of railroad from Fort Wayne, Indiana, to the Mis­
eis~ippi river. 

Wuen the attack was made on Fort Snmter Mr. Schenck 
at once tendered his services to President Lincoln, and was 
commissioned brigadier-general of volunteers. At the first 
battl1:, of Bull Run. July 21, 1861, be commanded a brigade 
in Gen. D. Tyler's division. About 4 P . .M., being left in com­
mand by Gen. D. Tyler,he determined to clear the ubattisin 
front of the Stone Bridae, and to march to the relief of some 
of the forces that were being severely preBBed. For this pnr­
pose be moved forward a section of his battery, and a com­
pany of pioneers, and the obstructions were soon removed, 
but when the formation of his brigade for the contemplated 
movement commenced, he received the order to retreat, and 
at once proceeded to the execution of this order, bringing off 
in g,lod order the only portion of that army that was not 
" resolved into its original elements of mob," and but for 
bis timely demonstration and orderly retreat the disaster 
would undoubtedly have been much greater. 

General Sche11ck was ne.xt assigned to the command of a. 
bri~de in West Virginia, under General Rosecrans, and was 
actively engaged in th?. several campaigns on the Kanawha. 
and New riverd, at Cumberland, Maryland, and np the 
south branch of the Potomac, and in the command of the 
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brilliant march and battle for the relief of General Milro\·. 
At the btittle of Cross Keys he had the right of the line, and 
mnintuiued his position against heavy attacks, until the left 
gave way, und be wns ordered to full back, which movement 
he executed slowly und in good order, to the strong position 
:first occupied in the morning. 

General Fremont, upon being relieYed of his commancl7 

turned it over to General Schenck, and during the absence 
of General Sigel he had command of the First Corps of the 
Army of Virginia. 

l!'rom this time until the second battle of Bull Run the 
General wa; actively engaged in command of a division 
upon the most exposed :flnnk of the army in its movements 
along the Rappahannock, and toward that battle field. In 
the two day:i' battle which ensued his division took an active 
part, and General Pope, in his report, speaks of his conduct 
iu terms highly complimeutary. On the second dny of the 
battle, whifo leading his men in the thickest of the fight, he 
was seriously wounded, and was curried from the field, hav­
ing been struck by bullets no less than three times. He was 
conveyed to W asliington, 11.nd the duy following bis arrival 
the President and other distin$'1lished persons in civil and 
military life gathered around him with cordial expressions 
of sympathy and praise. Shortly afterward he received his 
a{lpointment as major-general of volunteers. For some time 
his condition was critical, and he recovered slowly, and his 
right arm, from a gun-shot wound in the wrist and l1and, 
proved to be permanently disabled. 

General Schenck's services in the field closed with the 
second battle of Bull Run, nE< it was over six months btlfore 
he was again fit for such duty. Meantime his great reputa• 
tion and experience in civil atl:'airs bud su.,.gestcd him a.; a 
fit commander for the troublesome Middle Department, em-
1Jracing the turbulent rebels of Mnrylund, and he was assignep 
by the President to its command, and thut of the Eighth 
Army Corps, with headquarters ut Bultimore, before his re­
covery from his wound, on the 11th of December, 1862, and 
be assumed the command on the 22d of the eame month, and 
his administration proved to be eminently succe~,:ful and 
highly satisfactory to President Lincoln and the War De­
purtment. 

General Scher.ck's case, like hundreds of others, illustrates 
the iujustice done to officer..and tl,eir families by the defective 
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organization of the army, being wounded while holding a. 
command exceeding one in accordance with bis rank. In 
all civilized armies an officer is given rank in accordance 
with bis command, and bis pay when alive and the pension 
to his widow, if killed in war, is commensurate with his rank. 

Congres~ organized a volunteer nimy of more than a mil­
lion of men into brigades, divisions, army corps and armies, 
but the highest runk given to any officer in this va..<ot grand 
army was that of major-general, though he might .command 
an army corpsi the command of a Iieuten:.m~-general, an 
army; the command of a general, or several urruies; the 
command of a field mal°$hal-all were placed upon the same 
dead level. Of course the glory gained in such a cause 
might be considered sufficient compensation by the officer if 
he were fortunate enough to survive, bnt that did not increase 
the p(!nsion to his widow if be happened to be l,.;lled in the 
command of an army corps or of an army. 

On the 5th of December, 1863, General Scben~k resigned 
his commi$Sion in the army to take his seat in the lower 
house of Congress, to which he bad been elected from the 
third Ohio congressional district in 1862. To sprrender his 
commission as a mujor-generul for this seat in Congress 
would at first seem a strange choice> for· a man of his patriot­
ism and temperament, but he wus strongly urged to this step­
by President Lincoln, and by the most distinguished officers 
of the army, who held that they and their armies had by 
this time learned to take c11re of themselves and their foes in 
the field; but it was becoming a very grave question as to 
who were to care for them and the interests of the Union in 
the legislative balls of the nation, and it was urged that his 
services there would at that time prove of more value to the 
country than the most brilliant serviceR in the field, and the 
events of the immediate future fully demonstrated the wisdom 
of his choice. 

He at once became a prominent member of the Honse, 
and his abilities soon made him its acknowledged leader. 
He first became chairman of the military committee, which,. 
during the war, wus of course the most important committee 
of that body, and when the war was over, and the necessary 
military legislation which followed the close of the war bad 
been accoii1plished, he was, as leader of the House, made 
chairman_ of the Commit.tee on Ways and Means. He was 
retained in his seat until December, 18i0, when he was ap-
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pointed by Genernl Grant United States minister to the 
Court of St. James; but, before going to Eugland, was ap­
pointed one of the members of the High Joint Commis­
sion for the settlement of questions then in dispute between 
the governments of England and the U nitc<l States. These 
questions having been happily adjusted to the satisfaction of 
the two governments, he took his departure for England in 
May, 1871, where he served until his resignation in the spring 
of 1875, when be returned to bis home in the United States. 

His services ns minister were entirely satisfactory to the 
President and to the State Department. No qnetitions of 
great importance arose during his services abroad, but his 
duties were onerous, as appears from the records ot' the State 
Department. 

Gen. Schenck bas several times declined solicitations to be a 
candidate of his party for governor of his native State. In his 
railroad and other operations, unconnected with bis public 
life, he had at one time accumulated a handsome fortune. 
'l'oo great willingness to oblige hi~ friends led to the loss of a 
large part of it, though he still possesses a competence. 
Although his " opportunities" have probably been equal to 
those of any other " statesman" of his time, he ha11 never been 
tainted with fraud, nor been able to evolve a fortune out of 
his official salary. 

His entire official life has been characterized b, the same 
fearless honesty, and in civil or military positions he has been 
the same bold and fearless fighter, practising no concealments, 
never shrinking from a course because it would increase the 
number of his enemies, hewing his way direct through diffi­
culties rather than take the trouble to turn into an equally 
good path that might possibly have carried him around them, 
always scorning utterly the ordinary practices of demagogues, 
or even of many reputable politicians in conducting their 
ea.mpaigns. His general ha.bits have always been exclusive, 
and people have sometimes complained of him as being 
"aristocratica.l;" but those who know him best have always 
testified of him as the very prince of friends, and equally as 
good an enemy, "whole-souled," "big-hearted," '' hospit­
able," and "generous to a fault,'' with all the combative 
energy of his American birth, and all the tenacity of his 
Dutch ancestry. 

As a political leader his jt1d~ment was excellent, and his 
eonnsels always sagacious. In military matters he was first 
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of all brave and cool under fire, and approved himself a 
good division and corps commander. On a larger scale he 
was never tried, bnt there is no blot npon his military r~cord. 

Of his administration of the mixed civil and military 
affoira-the most complicated and difl:icult that fell to the 
lot of commanders during the war-of tbe Middle Depart­
ment, thnse who believe in tho triumph of loyalty and the 
punishment of treason, will never fail to hold his services in 
this command as among the most valuable to his country of 
any _he has ever performed during his long and eventful 
pabhc c·areer. 

27. GENERAL RoBERT C. ScHENcx, b. Franklin, Warren 
County, Ohio, 4 Oct., 1809; m. ~1ssequa,,,aue, Long Island, 
21 Aug., 1834, Rennelche Smith," b. Stonybrook, Brook­
haven, Long Toland, 27 Sept., 1811. She d. Dayton, Ohio, 
5 Nov., 1849. Issue: 

69. I. MARY SMITH, b. Dn}iOn. Ohio; cl. young. 
70. II. ELIZABETH RoGER.'i. b. Dayton, Ohio.· 
71. Ill JULIA CRANE, b. Dayton. Ohio. 
72. IV. SALLY, b. Dayton, Ohio. 
73. V. MARY, b. Dayton, Ohio; d. young. 
74. VI. :RENNELCBE, b. Dayton, Ohio; d. young. 
29. LIEUTENANT WooDBULL SmTlI SCHENCK, U.S. navy, 

,\"as born at Franklin, Warren County, Ohio,28th of October, 
1815. Most of his civil education was received at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio. He was appointed midshipman in 
the United States navy 011 December 80, 1881, and was 
ordered to the frigate Uuited States, )-fediterranean squadron. 
In 1833-'34 he was serving on the frigate Del,a1oare, when 
she made a special voyage to l:'alestine and Jerusalem. In 
1839--'40 he was serving on the Falmoutlt, then in the Pacific 
·Ocean; 1842, in the ship Independence, home squadron; 1843, 
sloop Vincenne..q, of the same squadron, until December, 1843; 
1844-'45, leave of absence; 1846, sloop Portsmouth, Pa.cifw 
squadron, to September, 1847. Waiting orders, 1849. 

During this year he was ordered to join a ves5el in Cali­
fornia, and received permission from the Secretary of the 
Navy to proceed to join his station overland. He started in 
command of a company of men in the early spring, and at 
Leavenworth, Missouri, joined the party of General Collier, 
with whom were the collect_or of the port of San Francisco, 

*Ren11elche Smith was the daughter of Woodhull Smith and sister of 
Dorothy Smith, who married Admiral James F. Schenck. 

8 
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the Indian agents at Salt Lake, and the Gila, and a largo 
party of inspectors, &c. The party left Fort Leavenworth 
on the·17tb of April, 1849, with a military escort for their 
destination in Californin, under circumstances b«:>st described 
in the following extl·act from the pnbtic prints of the day: 

DEATII OF LU-:IJTENANT WOODHULL SCltENCK. 

But n short time hns el11p!led since we noted the embnrkation of 
this gnlJant spirit to the Pacific region at the bead of 11 trusty little 
bnnd of a chosen few, bound for the gold region, under the Govern­
ment escort of General Collier. Buoyant with the excitement of 
entering upon a trip across the plains, which should invigorate bis 
health. impaired by shipwreck a·1d hari1ships on the coast he was 
about to visit, he was the life and soul of the party. 

A few days have rolled by since hL~t we felt the warm and manly 
pressure of the grasp of our old schoolmate, and the hand that clnsped 
his again chronicles the departure of this gallant spirit to the better 
land, 

Where stOffllt( 1\.rc hutihecl, where tempeK~ ne,·c.r rn~e. 

His friends in this city and Dayton received a telegraphic dispatch 
from St Loui,s informing them of hi<; cle11th of cholera at that city, 
on Friday night. This unexpected blow will fall heavily upon the 
wife, who bade him an eternal adieu in this world of sorrow; an 
aged mother, hrothers, sisters, ancl 11 host of relatives and friends, 
who bad bade him farewell so often before. on his embarking upon 
perilous cruises in his country's ,service. 

Without going into a biography of the deceased, we will merely 
state that be was a son of Gemir11l W. a. Schenck, an early emigrant 
to the West, who laid out the town of Franklin. where be and his 
brothers. Hon. R. C. Schenck and Lieutenant .J. F. Schenck, were 
born. A nephew of a gallant ~nilor, Commodore Rogers, his passion 
was for the sea. 11nd. at an early age. he entered the navy as a mid­
shipman. A gallant s:1ilor. he soon rose to the post of lieutenant. 
He was sent upon some of the most arduous services which ha.~ fallen 
to the lot of our navy for many years. He was one of the crew of the 
ill-fated Shark. wrecked on the Pacific coast in 1S~i. Being on fur­
lough nt the time of the gold discoveries in California. he procured 
an extension of his furlough, with the privileire of reportin~ himself 
on board any United States vessel he might fall in-with on the Paciflc 
shore. Elated with hope, he embnrke,l on this overland expedition, 
where his earthly career w11s so speedily cut short by the destroyer 
which is n1vaging our land. 

Jlc idecp1' hls lu ... "lt ~lceJ>-hc htO' Cbn;:ht hi!" liL.;t hn.tth•. 

Here·s a tear for thee, Wood. Schenck! 
The following notice of the death of Lieutenant Schenck 

was soon sent to his unsuspecting wife: 

FORT LEAVENWORTH, ll[a!I 12, IS49. 
Mrs. ,TEA."-NETTE ScnENC:K: It bas become our painful duty to 

announce to you the death of your husband, Lieutenant W. S. Schenck, 
and the leader of our little band. He died on the 9th instant with 
the cholera, of which you ,n11 probably have been apprised before this 
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reaches you. We were with him from the tlmeJhe wns taken until 
he died. All that human aid could do was done, and every 11ttentlon 
and kindness was shown him by all on board, but without avail. It 
was the will of Heaven that It should be thus, and he Is now with his 
God, We sympathize with yon In your bereavement, and next to 
you 100 deeply regret ancl deplore his loss. He was our guide and pro­
tector- one on whom we relled for counsel, to whom we looked for 
protection, and on whom we built our fondest hopes of success; bnt 
we are now left, as It were, without II guide, far from home, with a 
journey of two thousand miles yet before us, over vast prairies, 
between plains and rugged mountains. 

Language Is inlldequate to express to y1111 our feelings upon this 
occasion. There are now but three in our little party, but with good 
henlth, 1vhich we all now enjoy, and trusting in God for his gnldnnce 
and protection, we hope to arrive safely at the end of our journey. 
Colonel Collier is a kind aml good man. and promised Mr. 'Schenck 
in his clying moments that he would befriend a11d protect us. Dl'eply 
regrettini; the Cl\lamlty that has befallen us. and prnying that this 
dispeusnt1on of Divine Providence may be sanctified to the good of us 
all, we most respectfully subscribe ourselves, 

Your alfectlo1111te brother, 

CHARLES G. ,JOJINSON. 
STEPlJEN GANO, 

WILLIAM R. MILLER. 

The following is another account, sent to Lieutenant 
Schenck's brother, Robert C. Schenck : 

LEXING'rON, l'Ilssouru, May 10, 1840. 
MY DEAR Sm : It is my melancholy fluty to upprise you of tile loss 

of your brave brother Woodhull. On TueS<lny evening, while on the 
voyage from St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth, he was violently at­
tacked by cholera, and notwithstanding prompt medical attention-and 
the most assiduous nursing, the clisease could not be arrested. und he 
expired on yesterday moming about O o'clock, after an illness of 
twelve hours. 

A short time previous to his death, be seemed better, ancl thought 
himself (11s we all did.) that the crisis of the disease had p1'8Secl, and 
that be might recover, but tile reaction could not be kept up. and 
about 7.30 in the morning he sunk into II sleep from which be never 
awoke for more than a minute at a time. From the first attack up to 
daylight in the morning. though in the enjoyment of all his mental 
faculties, he seemerl to have 110 hoile of a recovery. After daylight 
be felt so much easier that he thought he woulcl again be well, aml so 
expressed himself to us who ,rere aronntl his bed. and in thi3 opinion 
he sank to rest. During the 11ight he clirectctl his nephew .James to 
return aocl carry his IJo,Jy home with him. In obeclience to his wishes 
bis remains were placed in a plain coffin. made on the buat and 
carriell to this place, 1vhere I will h:we it enclosetl in one of tin 
and put of!'. so as to carry safely. This will be finished to-day. and 
,fames will start back on his mournrul duty this evt>ning or to-mor­
row. James will gi1·e you all the particulars of this hitter dispensa­
tion of .Providence. He also g'lvn James and )fr. )Iiller some in­
structions in regard to his business. 

Tbe only consolation lean give you anti his bere:iv,i,l family is. that 
no man whose misfortune it is to die away from his home, evt>r died 
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more among friencls than he. All the pnssengers on the boat vied with 
others in nursing him during the few hours of his illness. Everything 
that ample menus ancl the most devoterl friendship could do to alle­
viate his sufferings was done, and his Inst charge to me was to see 
his wife I\Ild family, and nssnre them that he died surrounded by 
friends who had clone everything possible to SllVe his life and to al­
leviate !Jis sufferings. ,\fter his remnins were put in tl1e coffin. the 
captain Imel it plnced on the bow ancl covered with the flag of the 
1.Joat, 111111 the citizens of the place.have receiver! the remains with 
kindness nncl respect. I am myself too deeply affected at this myste· 
rlous dispensation, by which I hnve lost one to whom I had become 
devotedly attached, to sny more I feel the utter emptiness of the 
ordinary expressions of sympathy nncl condolence. In the hopes that 
you may all be sustained uuder this loss by the only true source of 
comfort, 

I remain your friend, 
CIIAS. FINDLAY. 

Hon. R. C. ScnENcK, Da11tmi, OM". 

NAVY DEPARTJIENT, June 2, 1849. 
Sm: Yonrletter of the 28th ultimo, has been received. 
The Department deeply regrets the death of Lieut. Schenck. which 

bas deprived the service of a valuable officer, and his family of a kind 
brother. husband and parent. I very much fear Lieut. Schenck's 
family will be deprived of the benefit of a pension. That, however, 
is a subject for another to decide. Your request as to his allotment 
ticket shall be complied with. 

I nm, respectfully, your ob't serv't. 
Wl\'L BALLOU PRESTON. 

Hon. RoBT. C. ScIIE::.cK, Dayton, Ohio. 

Lieutenant Schenck was enthusiastically devoted to his l?ro­
fession, of an exceedingly pleasing and genial disposinon, 
which traits of character, no less than his well known staunch­
ness of f1iendship, made him hosts of friends. His remains 
were brou~ht to· Dayton, Ohio, bis home, by his nephew, Jus. 
F. Schenck:, and are interred in Woodlawn cemetery. He 
m.14 Oct., 1842, Jeannette A., dau. of Judge Wm. Miller, 
of Cincinnati. lssue: 

75. I. ROBERT C., d. young. 
76. II. JEANNETTE, d. young. 
77. III. WooDHULL S11lTH, b. Dayton, Ohio,--1849. 
81. COLONEL EGBERT TANGIER SMITH SCHENCK was born at 

Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, 18th Jan., 1820. He removed 
to Iowa in the early history of that State, and lived for a. 
number of years at his home, c.-alled Wapsinonach, in Musca­
tine Couuty. Colonel Schenck served during the entire War 
of the Rebellion as a commissary of subsistence. After the 
dose of the war he removed and settled upon a fine tract of 
land adjoining the town of Downey, in Johnson County, about 
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ten miles from Iowa City. He m. Dayton, Ohio, 9 March., 
1842, Sophia, dau. of Charles Green, of Dayton. She was 
b. Dayton, Ohio, 10 Jan., 1824. J,isue: 

78. I. CHARLES GREEN, b. Dayton, Ohio, 23d March, 1848; 
d. 6 Apr., 1863, daring the war as a. member of an Iowa regi­
ment. 

79. II. RENNELCBE WOODHULL, b. Wapsinonach, Iowa, 5 
March, 1845. 

80. fil JAMES WOODHULL, b. Wupsinonach,Iowa, 9 July, 
1846. 

81. IV. WM. CoRTENUS, b. Wapsinonach, Iowa, 1 Nov. 
1847. 

82. V. RoBERT CuMMIXG, b. Wapsinonach, Iowa, 6Apri1, 
1851; m. Clara V. Bortener. 

83. VI. JAMES WoonHULL, b. Wapsinonach, Iowa, 16 
April, 1853. 

84. VIL DICKINSON PHILLIPS, b. Smallwood, Iowa, 21 
Aug., 1856. 

34. WILLI.Ul T. ScHE~CK was born at Franklin, Warren 
County, Ohio, 10 January, 1810. He owned and resided 
upon a fine farm on the lower Springsboro road, about one 
mile cast of Franklin; was a member of the Baptist church. 
He m. 1st, Lissey Thackery; m. 2d, Huth Tibbals. He d. 
Franklin, Ohio. 

Hy his firat wife be had issue: 
85. L WILLIAM, b. --. 
35. JAMES T. ScllENcK was born at Franklin, Warren 

County. Ohio, where ht: lived an<l died, and where he m. 
Mary .B • .Barkalow. issue: 

86. I. A...-.NA, b. Franklin, Ohio; m. Dr. Haller. 
37 •. J. CHRISTOPHER SCHENCK was bom at Franklin, Warren 

County, Ohio, 5 September, 1818. The following was pub­
lished of him at the time of his death: "Io the death of 
Mr. J. Christopher Schenck, li'rauklin has lo;;t one of it;; old­
est, moat highly esteemed and useful citizens. Born and 
reared in this his native town, it WM here th11.t be spent his 
life and contributed bis share to the growth aud prosperity 
that have steadily given the place an honorable position 
among the be;;t towns in the Miami valley. He felt a vital 
interest iu every movement that had in view the welfare of 
the pla.ce, a.nd favored, in whatever way he could, every per­
son and every enterprise promotive of the public ~ood. A 
man also of marked kindness in all his spirit, his neart and 
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bis band were ever open to extend help to others. Narrow­
ness wns no part of bis nutnre. His soul of sympathy was 
sensitive to all conditions of need and to every character of 
distress. Men sometimes speak of 'worthy po01·' and •un­
worthy poor,' bnt he had pity for all, without partiality or 
technical distinction. As to words of censure for the foibles 
of men, these were few, and were never pointed with spite 
or mingled with mulice. Residing, as he had done, sixty-three 
years in the same town, be wa.'I known by nearly every adult 
citizen. They all held him in high esteem. At1 a Free 
Mason, Brother Schenck wrought according to all the de­
signs clrawn by the muster-workman upon the trestle-board 
of Mu.sonic obligation. He loved, and was impreSded by all 
the emblems of the order, even the 'clouded canopy,' and 
that theological ladder, with its three rounds of l!'aith, Hope, 
and Charity, the last of which, as we sincerely trust, bas 
lifted the ascending brother beyond the grave, 'into the 
boundless realm of eternity'-into the bliss of the heav·enly 
lodge. 

'' Those three principal tenants of his Masonic profession, 
Brotherly Love, Relict' and T111th, were in him exemplified. 
Particularly was he mindfol of the Masonic precept that' to 
relieve the distressed is a duty iocumbent upon all men ; but 
particularly upon MllBons, who are linked togt}ther by an in­
dissoluble chain of sincere affection.' We have reason also 
to believe that long before his last brief sickness, the hour­
glass of tbe lodge had been to him an emblem of human life; 
that he had been duly reminded of how swiftly the sands ran, 
how r-.ipidly every life draws to a close, and that he sin­
cerely adopted the words sung in conferring every master's 
degree: 

"Lord of All! below, above, 
Fill our hearts with truth and love ; 
When dissolved our earthly tie, 
Take us to thy lodge on high." 

"Religiously, Brother Schenck had that reverence and re­
spect for all sacred things, which afforded him sincere inter­
est in any devotional or social service of God's house. Since 
my coming to Franklin, he has 1,eeu a frequent attendant of 
our services, and no hearer seemed more interested than he 
in the exposition of the Scripture. He was present also at 
nearly every church social, where he peculiarly enjoyed 
meeting and conversing with the numerous friends so d~r to 
him through life. 
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"I neoo enter into no details as to his convictions upon re­
ligions themes and Christian duty. It is sufficient to say that 
he belie\·ed firmly in all the essential tenets of Christian 
faith, and held that salvu.tion could bJ found only in a mer­
ciful and utoning Saviour. He hacl also a profound sense of 
the spiritual impre:!.~ions, and felt the po ver of truth in all its 
beautiful disp1uys. He was not constrained in charity, but 
believed that all true followers of Christ are the children of 
God, a11d that there should be union aucl follo\vship u.mong 
all saints. 

" 1'he funeral of M.r. Schenck was attended hy a lar!,\'e I!Um­
ber ot' the :Masonic brethren, ai,cc)l'(liug to who;,e rites the 
obsc:quies were performed. Al::1n a large number of citizens, 
old and young, were present upau the occasion, thereb,v at­
testing the high esteem in which the deceaserl hacl been 
held. Sermon on the ncc·asion by the writor ( Rev. a Y. 
Rush) from 1 Samuel : XX, 18 : ' Thou shalt be missed, be­
cause thy :ieat is empty.' Assistance was rendered in the 
service by Rev. I-Inwk, of the Presbyterim1 church." 

He 111. l:3t, 21 Aug., 1844, Elizabeth Fielding Barkalow; 
she <l. Franklin, Ohio, 9 Dec., 1857; m. 2d, 2-1 Oct., 1861, 
Ione Holbrook. He d. Franklin, Ohio. lssuP.: 

87. I. MARY CATUAHINE, b. F:anklin, Ohio, 30 ,July, 1845; 
m. Franklin, Ohio, 28 January, 18li9, Nathaniel Coleman. 

88. IL ,JoHN NoBLE CulllltNG, b. Franklin, Ohio, 9 
Murch, 1847. 

89. III. JAllES TAPSCOTT, b. Franklin, Ohio, 6 January, 
1849. 

90. IV. ZEBULON BARKALOW, b. Franklin, Ohio, 9 Aug., 
1851,d. 13 Feh. 1860. 

91. V. Lucy .BURROWS, b. Franklin, Ohio, 9 February, 
1854; m. Franklm, Ohio, 9 Feb., 1882, Edward M. Barrows. 

92. VI. GEORGE HOLBROOK, b. Fruukliu, Ohio, 14 Sept., 
1862. 

93. VII. SALLIE, b. Franklin, Ohio, 2d Feb., 1864. 
94. VIU. FRANK HOLBROOK, b. Franklin, Ohio, 6 Aug., 

1866. 
95. L"'\:. CHRISTOPHER CARL, b. F1-anklin, Ohio, 9 Sept., 

1870. 
41. ROBERT C. SCHENCK, ,JR, was born at Franklin, War­

ren County, Ohio, 2d October, 1845. W us educated at Miami 
Univerdity, Oxford, Ohio, and is a prosperous merchant in 
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Dayton, Ohio; m. Dayton, Ohio, 6 Nov., 1868, Julia Davies. 
Issue: 

96. L MARY. 
97. n. PIERCE. 
98. m GRAHAM. 
99. IV. RENNELCHE. 
43. ISAAC P. ScBENCK was born at Huntington, Long 

Island, 14 November, 1809. When yet a child he came with 
his father (8) Garret A. Schenck. to Franklin, Ohio, in or 
near which place he continued to live for the remainder of bis 
life, excepting i;ucb time us was spent at college, and a short 
period, when a young man, engaged in business 118 a trader 
down the Missis~ippi river, and as a pork merchant at Cin­
cinnati, Ohio. He was educated at the Mia.mi University7 

Oxford, Ohio. After bis first marriage, he purchased a fine 
tract of land on Clear Creek, less than a mile south of 
Franklin, where be made bis home, and where be continued 
to reside until his death, in ll:l7i. Ile was a sober and in­
dustrious man throughout his whole life, and an exceedin~ly 
practical, intelligent and successful farmer, and early in life 
secured an independent competency. He had very decided 
tastes for literature, and posi:essed a fine library, much more 
noted, however, for the excellence of bis selections thnn for 
numb,•rs. He was highly esteemed by all as a wise and 
public-spirited citizen, ~enerous and hospitable. 

In bis lodge he was one of the '' shining lights" of Ma­
sonry, and was for fourteen years the master of Eastern Star 
Lodge, No. 55, of Franklin, Ohio. He wns for years chair­
man of the school bonrd, director of the bank in Franklin7 

for upwards of five years an officer of the Franklin Savings 
.Association, and in fact, prominently associated with almost 
all public roatters in which high character and integrity were 
sought and given place. 

The following memorial was published at the time of his 
deatl.: 

lIEllORIAL. 

When a truly good man dies the community bas met with an irre­
parable loss. Such was the chamcter of our much lamented fellow­
citizen. I. P. Schenck, who died at his residence, near Franklin, Ohio, 
OD Sabbath morning. February 11, 18i7. 

We do not mean that he was good in wordy pretensions, nor yet in 
pharisaical confessions, which always did and do now placard its own 
hypocritical sanctity on the st,eetcomers, and trumpet its own fam& 
in the ears of a credulous community • .But we mean good in deeds of 
truthfulness, honesty, and charity. Frank and h11nest confessions. 
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are to be commended, but good deeds are infinitely more to be prized • 
.A. public confession is but an avowed purpose to begin anew and bet­
ter life. But truth, honesty. and charity, faithfully observed for 
forty years. have already practically demonstrated the great problem 
of human duty. and will stand as a monument of praise In the pres­
ence of all truly ~ood men. angels and God, when glittering gener­
alities and pharismcal pretensions have received their merited denun­
ciations from those who hurled that fearful avalanche of anathemas 
upon the- Scribes and Pbari~ees of old. 

When we say that I. P. Schenck was a man of "Truth." we only 
give utterance to the sentiment which has been growing with the 
growth and strengthening with the strength of this community in 
which he lived and labored for the last forty years. 

When we write that he was honest, we but duplicate the eulogy which 
has been indelibly ,vritten upon the memory of those with whom he 
lias liad to do forall these years. And the large assembly of his most 
intimate and Intelligent fellow-citizens. who congregated In the 
"Christian Chapel" to witness the last sad ceremonies over the body 
of their departe<l friend, wus but a titting expression of the public 
estl'em. 

He was also a noted member of the fraternity of Freemasons, who 
were present at his funeral to do him honor. He wRs, coreover, a 
memoer and conceded leader of the .. Patrons of Husbandry," who 
v.ill. throughout the country, 1ament his loss. 

That he was charitable to the poor. is best known by those who 
bav.- i,hared the good things whi.::h the kindness of his heart bestowed 
upon them. Verily the poor have lost a friend in the death of I. P. 
Schenck. 

These three words-truth, honesty, and charity-might appropri­
ately be chiseled upon his tombstone. as they are already stamped on 
the memory of this public, never to be effaced. 

SacrPd be his memory, and precious the hope that we shall meet ou~ 
brother in that land where truth, honesty,cbarity, and true manhood 
will receive their just reward. 

He m. 1st, Franklin, Ohio, 16 Feb., 1886, Hannah Coles, 
of Moschetoe Cave, Long Island. She d. Franklin, Ohio, 19 
January, 1846; m. 2d; Carlisle: Ohio, 17 Feb., 1848, Catharine 
DuBois: b. Carli,.le, Ohio, 15 Nov., 1821. Ile d. Franklin, 
Ohio, 11 Feb., 1877. Issue : 

100. L WILLIAll CoRTKNUs, b. Franklin, Ohio, 15 Dec., 
1836; lives Sih·er City, Idaho. 

101. II. ;\,!ARY 1<:uzA, h. Franklin, Ohio, 18.May, 1842. d. 
102. ill. GARRET ALE;\'.ANDER, b. Franl.:lin, Ohio, 14 Aoril, 

1842; m. near Fr:mklin, Ohio. • 
108. IV. PHEBE ANN. 
104. V. WALTER, b. Franklin, Ohio, 80 Dec., 1848 ; m. 

Burlington, Ia., 20 Sept., 1876, Emma Eliza Combs. 
105. VI. HANNAH, b. Franklin, Ohio, 7 Ang., 1851; m. 

Franklin, Ohio, 17 Feb., 1878, Silas A11gu;;tus Forbush. 

* Catharine DuBois was a dauizhter of Daniel, brother of Dr. Ben­
jamin DuBois, son of the Rev. Benjamin DuBois. 
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106. VII. JosEPII Ptu~IE, b. Franklin. Ohio, 24 July, 1858; 
m. Lebanon, 0., 2ti Oct., 1882, Ev11 Pullen. 

lOi. VIIL LucETTA, b. J:i'runklin, Ohio, 12 Aug., 1855. 
108. L"'\:. ELIZADETH, b. Franklin, Ohio, 12 An~ .• 18iii. 
109. X. Cruus ,JoHNSON. b. Frankliu, Ohio, 9 Oct., 1859. 
110. xr. CATIIARTXE, h. Franklin, Ohio. 22 Nov., l~ol; 

m. Franklin, Ohio, 2i Dec., 1881, Howard \Ve,;le_y Kull. 
-!i. BENEDWT GREnORl' ScnENL'h: wns bol'II at Franklin, 

Wnr1·en County, Ohio, 16 O<'t., 1818. He wns e<hwated nt 
Fraukliu, and at the college ut Pleasant Hill~, near Cincin­
nati, Ohio. Owns untl resides upon the farm origir111lly se­
lected and owned by his uncle, General Wm. 0. Schenck, 
and one of the best in the conntv. situated thrce-f,,nrths of a 
mile etL➔t of J:4'ranklin; m. at d11rlisle, Ohio, 27 Dec., 1842, 
Phebe ,Jane DuBois.• Issue: 

*Phelie .T,rne DuBois is descended from the DuBois family of tl1e an­
·cieut Province of ,\rtois. iu France. 1.'he kingdom hns since been 
divided Into departments. 11ntl Artois is known at the present 
day as the •• Department of Pas du Calnia." The immigrant ances­
"tor was Louis, son of Oln•'/!ti'l.n du Bois of Wicres, near Lille, where he 
had two other children baptized. 

Louis D11/:Joi,i. 11 Hngnenot. was forced to fly his native land. and 
.first sought II refuge in Manheim. in the l'alatinate of the Rhine, 
Germany, where he was married. He then songht an asylum fro111 
Toya! and Romish pel"!lecntion in the New World, where he might 
worship God after ihe d!ctates of his own conscience. He arrived In 
Nieu ~\msterdam in 1660, and went up t.he Hud~on and settled Hrst at 
:Elurley, about three miles from Wiltwyck. now Kingston, New York. 
In the Indian war (the •· Second Esopus War'') of 166.1. Hurley was 
.almost destroyed. Here the Jndi11ns ~ecured most of t!Jei-r cnvtives, 
and amongst them the wife and three children of Louis, who were 
aftel'\V'.1rd rescued by Captain Martin Kreider and his command. In 
J6G6 be with others purr.ha.~ed of the Indians about thirt)··six thou­
.sand acres of land in the Wallkill Valley, which purcha."llw1isconHrmed 
by the government thenextyear, Upon thispurchasewas established 
the settlement of New Paltz. in 16ii. by Lo11!s and others: the lands 
were allotted, a form of civil ~overnment iulopted. 111111 of course a 
-church congregation organized. in 168:l. by the nam" of the .. Walloon 
Protestant Church.''" after the manner and di~cipline of the Church 
of Geneva," of which church Louis was the first elder. After a 
residence of ten years at New Paltz. Louis returned to Kingston, 
where many of his old French friend~still lived. and where he bought 
a "home and l1omelott" of DerrickSchoepmes, on the northwest cor­
ner of east Front and J cbn streets, and there spent the remaining 
ten years of bis life. · 

.Louis D11B()u, b. at Wicres. near Lille, .Artois. France. Z1 Oct •. 1626; 
m. Manheim. Germany. 10 Oct .. 1655. Catharine Blansgon. He d. 
at Kingston, New York, June, 169-. Shed. Kingston. 1709, Issue: 
Abraham. b. Manheim. 1667, m. 1684.M:i~et Deyo. d. i Oct., 1731 ; 
Isaac, b. Manheim. 1659. m. JGS.'l. Marie Hasbrouck, d. 28 ,June, 1690; 
Jacob, b. Burley, New York, bap. 9 Oct., 1661, m. Gerritje Gerritsen 
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111. T. ALEXANDER DvB01s, b. near Fr11nklin, Ohio, 27 
Oct., 1848 ; m. Baltimore, Md., 4 Ma.v, 1869, Margaret Brown 
Turner, h. Baltimore, Md., 31 July, 1847. 

van Nlenklrk, d. ,June, 1746; Sarah. b. 1664, m. Joost .Jansen: Da­
vid, b. 11l6i, m. Cornelia Vanove; Solomon. b. 1600. m. 1002, Trlentje 
GerrltFen van Nienklrk, d. Feb., I i50: Rebecca. b. 16i1. d. young; 
:Racl1el. b. lOili, d. young; T,onls, b. 107i, m. 1701, Rachel Brouck 
:Matthew. b. 16i!l. m. &1rah Mattheysen. 

Jacr,I, JJ11Br,-u1 removed with his famllyto Pittsgrove.Salem County, 
New ,Jer~ey. lHKltr: Magclali1111, b lllOO; Baren,. b.· 1603, m. lil6, 
Jacomyntje DuBois. d. rn;o; Lo11i1<. b. Hurley. New York. R ,fannary, 
1605, m Kingston. New York, 21 .June. 1720, Mnrgaret. dau. of Mat­
thys Jansen and .Altje Elmendorf. d. Pittsgrove, New .Jersey, 1784; 
Gerritje, b. l60i. d. yonnir: Sarah. b. 1700, m. Conrad Elmendorf; 
!SMC. b. 1702; Gerrit. b. 1704: Catharine, m. Petrus Smedes; Re­
becca. b. 1708: Neeltje; Johannes. 

LouiR D111Jms 11\·Pd at Pittsgrove, New ,Jersey. Issue: Jacob, b. 
li20: Matthew. b. 1722; .Anna, b. 1724. m. Rev. Marcenus; Gerretje, 
b 17:!ll; John, b. 1728; J-'.llzabeth, b 1730. m. 17.54, ,;arret liewkirk, 
d. 1784; Cornelius. b. 1732: Peter, b. li84. m. Am11y Greenman, d. 
1796; .Jose11h, b.17lli; Benjamin. b. 011 Staten Islancl, New York, 17 
Aug .• 1730,m. Ifreehold, New Je~ey, 176/l, Phebe, dau. of Teu11is Dio-
11yse Denise and Femmynte Danelse Hendrick."en, b. Freehold, 7 
July, 1734. (4.f? .) d. Freehold, 7 January, 1839. Be d. Freehold, 21 
Au1t •• 1827; Samuel. b. 1841. • 

The lfev. Belljamin DuBois was pastor of the 'Reformed Dutch 
Church. near Freehold, New ,Jersey, for upwards 0 1 •• :ty-tbree years, 
where he died, and where both he and his wife ft:~ buried. The re­
cord upon his tombstone a,; to the length of his pastorate is incorrect, 
as can readily be seen by reference to the church records. Ixsue, (all 
b. near Freehold, New ,Jersey:) Joseph. b. 9 Aug., 1767; Femmyntie, 
bap. 2 ,Tnly, 17119, m. 4 Dec., Ii87, Tennis Vanderveer; Marggritje, 
bap. 6 M,1y, li7l. m. 12 Dec •• li!l2, Tennis Vanderveer; Tennis D., 
bap. 28 l!11rch, 1773, m. 1st. :!2 Dec .. 1706, Sarah Vanderveer, m. 2d, 
Sarah Smock: &ophia. bap. 17 Dec .. li75. m. 19 March. 1707. Peter 
Covenhoven; Daniel, b. 2S Feb •• 1778. m. 9 Feb., 1803. Elizabeth 
Conover; Be11ja111in, b. near Freehold. New .Jersey. 4 March. 1780, m. 
Freehold.16 Feb. 1803. Williampe*. dau. of Peter .Jacobse van Doorn 
and Jane Elbertseu Williamsen. b. near Freeholcl, a April, 1784, d. 
near 1''nmklln. Ohio. 1:1 Feb., Jfl'.lG, He d. Carlisle. Warren County, 
Ohio. 8 Oct .. 1851 ; Catharine. m. 18 May. mri, David Vanderveer; 
Elizabeth.hap 7 .April, 1782; Mary, bap. 28 Feb .. li~O, m. 1st, 2d Oct., 
1809, William Dennet. m. 2d, 10 .June, 181,;, (;eorge Conov1r. 

Dr. Brn,iamin DuBois was licenser! to practice surirery and mer!f. 
cine in 1801. and in !ROS removed to Ohio with his family, and settled 
near where Carlisle. Warren County. now is. where he lived until his 
death. and where all of bis children were born. He was a ,·ery suc­
cessful physician. honored and respected by all who knew him for his 
thorough and practical Vhristianity. Issue: Benjamin, b. 19 Nov., 
1803: Peter. b. 23 Feb •• 1806. d. 5 May, 1S47: Teunis Garret Van Do­
ren, b. 21 Aug •• 1808; William. b. 2 Dec., 1811: Norman, b. 13 June, 
1814. d. 1882; l'helJe .Jane. b. Garlisle. Ohio, 24 June. 1819. m. Carlisle, 
Ohio. 29 Dec., 1S42, Benedict Greq,rry Sc/lenck; Dr. John Trevou. 

•See Appendix "C." 
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112. II. MARY PLUME, b. near Franklin, Ohio, 24 Sept,, 
1845; m. near Franklin, Ohio, 29 June, 1875, Rev. John 
C. Euetman. 

118. III. Lours Du.Bois, b. uear ~'ranklin, Ohio, 7 April, 
1847, d. 9 May, 1859. 

114. IV. ELLEN MARIA, b. near Ji'ranklin, Ohio, 18 May, 
1850; m. near Franklin, Ohio, 17 Murch 1870, Edward 
Null. 

115. V. PHEBE JANE, b. near :B'rnnklin, Ohio, 28 Oct., 
1852 ; m. near Franklin, Ohio, 14 Aug., 1879, Thomas E. 
Stanton. 

116. VI. WILLIAM JonNSON, b. near Franklin, Ohio, 25 
Nov., 1854. 

117. VII . .ALLETTA DE:sisE, b. near Franklin,Ohio, 4 .April, 
1857; m. near l''ranklin, Ohio, 26 Sept., 1880, George Van 
Dyke. · 

118. VIII. LIZZIE FISHER, b. near Franklin, Ohio, 29 
April, 1859. 

48. GARRET HOOPER CUMMING ScHENCK was born at Frank­
lin, Warren County, Ohio,28 Sept., 1820. He resides at Mont­
pelier, Indiun11; m. 28 Murch, 1847, Mary Gordon. la8ue: 

119. I. CLARA ,J., b. Yellow Springs, Ohio, 25 Dec., 1849; 
m. Hartford City, Ind., 14 Sept., 1876, Alouzn Hurb. 

120. II. ,JAMES G., b. near Monroe, Ohio, 19 March, 1852. 
121. III. CnARLES A., b. near Franklin, Ohio, 2 May, 

1854, d. 24 July, 1856. 
122. IV. DENISE D., b. near Franl,:lin, Ohio, 18 Oct., 1856, 

d. 26 Oct., 1857. 
123. V. PHEBE J., b. near Franklin, Ohio, 19 .June, 1859, 

d. 31 March, 18til. · 
124. VL ALEXA:SDER, b. near Franklin, Ohio, 21 Nov., 

1862, d. 1 March, 1863. 
125. VII. MARY ~DITII, b. near Franklin, Ohio, 30 April, 

18ti4, d. 17 Oct., 1864. 
126. VIII. JESSIE A., b. Union City, Ind., 27 May, 

1866. 
50. DR. WASHI:SGTON LAFAYETTE SCHENCK wue born at 

Jfranklin, Warren County,Ohio, 14 Feb., 1825. When :fif­
tee-11 yenrs of age, he was sent to Cary's Academy, nt Pleasant 
Ilill, Ohio, where he was prepared for college. In 1842 be 
entered the freshman class at Miami University, Oxford, 
Ohio, where be continued until the second session of the 
senior year, when, on nccount of what Wllil known as the 
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"smnll-pox rebellion," he left the college and commenced 
reading medicine with Dr. D11vid 1311ird. During the winter 
of 1847-'8, he attended lectures at the Ohio Medical Col­
lege,und in the foll of 1848 at J,)nrtmonth Medicnl College, 
where be received the dl•gree of Dnutor of Medicine. 'l'he 
winter of 1848-'9 he spent 11t ;refforson Medical College, 
Philndelpliia, attending lucture;;, 

He mude his home in Franklin, Ohio, until ufter the War 
of the Rebellion, when ho removed to Kan~a11, his home now 
being Osage City, that St11te. "When the war began, be was 
commissioned surgeon of the 17th Ohio Vol. Infty. In 1862 
was in chnrge ot' the gen<lrnl ho~pital near Corinth, Miss., 
then of hi,spitals No. 10 and 13, Louisville, Ky., and then 
assigned to dut.,· upon the staff of Major-Gener11l Schuyler 
llnmilton. In December, 11:162, he w11s compelled to resign 
his commission on 11ccount of ill health. Ho retumeil to bis 
home in Franklin, but us soon a.~ his health was sufficiently 
restored, he wus made surgeon of the board of enrollment for 
the third Ohio district, where he served until after the close 
of the war. 

Dr. Schenck has been, since his early youth, a strong ad­
vocate of the c11use of "temperance," and has for many 
years been a leading and hi.~hly honored member of the lfo­
sonic f'ruternity; m. 1st, ).fontpdie1·, Vt., 17 .January, 1849, 
,Juliu Bli!'S, d. Frunkliu, Ohin, 1870; m. 2d Osage City, Kan­
sas, 16 .January, 1873, Lizzie Dodds, b. Currolton, Ohio, 20 
July, 1858. Jssue: 

127. I. CHARLES MErns, b. I<'ranklin, Ohio, 8 January, 
1850; m. Belvic.lere, Ill., 8 Sept. 1875, .Mary Klizabeth Stone, 
b. near Belvidere, Ill., 20 Sept., 1849. 

128. II. Buss, b. Franklin, Ohio, 1 Feb., 1851 ; d young. 
129. III. GARRET PLUME, b. Franklin. Ohio, 1 April, 1858, 

d. 21 April, 1854. 
130. IV. JULIA, b. Franklin, Ohio, 27 Sept., 1855, d. 12 

March, 1865. 
131. V. ALLIE, b. Franklin, Ohio, 7 Aug., 1857. 
132. VI. PAUL, b. Franklin, Ohio, 25 Dec., 1858, d. 16 

Allg., 1859. 
183. Vll. NANNIE, b. Franklin, Ohio, 16 Dec., 1860. 
134. VIII. ROBERT C., b. Franklin, Ohio, l Dec., 1863, d. 

9 Aug., 1864. 
135. IX. STEWART ZWINGLE," b. Osage City, Kansas, 21 

Dec., 1878. 
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186. X. IIELE!'i, b. o~age City, KanRas, 5 March, 1875. 
137. XI. BESSIE LucETTA, b. Osage City, Kansas, 28 Jan., 

1877. 
188. XII. Ev A, b. Osage City, Knnsne, 80 Jan., 1882. 
52. PHILIP SCHENCK was born at " Oak Woods,'' near 

~lay's Landing, New Jersey, March 9, 1822, and lived at 
Emelville, New ,Jersey. He ~erved through the wnr, both 
in the army nnd in tbe navy; m. 1st, 6 Dec., 1841, Eliza­
beth Ann Taylor, b. abt. 1825, d. 1 May, 1858; m. 2d, 6 
Dec., 186li, Elizabeth Champion, b. 17 Jan., 1847-'8. Issue: 

13!:l. I. PmLtP, b. nbt. 1842; killed at the battle ot' Wil­
liamsburg, Virginia, 5 May, 1862. No issue. 

140. II. GEORGE, b. nbt. 1844; killed at the battle of Wil­
liamsbur"', Virginia, 5 May, 1862. No issue. 

141. Ifr. SJ111TH, b. abt. 1846. In the navy ; d. in a South-
ern hospitul at Wilmington, North Carolina, during the war. 

142. IV. AXNA, b. 18,51. 
1-l:3. V. 8EY)IORE, b. 1868. 
144. VI. REBECCA, b. 23 Sept., 1870. 
145. VII. SAnAu, b. 22 Sept., 1873. 
53. Unuu ScllENcK was born at "Oak Woods," near 

~fay's Landing, New.Jersey, abt. 1824. He settled at Finches 
Ilill, about one mile from his father's homestead, where he 
<l. 1851. He m. Catharine Simpkin~. Issue: 

146. I. ,J onN, b. Finches Hill, N. J., 1842; ru. 1864, Sarah 
E. Turpin. 

147. II. WILLIA)!, b. Finches Hill, N. J., 1844 ; ·n. 1866, 
Rachel Bounds. 

148. III. MARY, b. Finches llill, N. J., 1846 ; m. 1862, 
.Jonathan 1I11nd. 

140. IV. ZECIIERIA, b. 1848, d. 1850. 
150. V. ABIGAIL, b. Finches Hill, X .. J., 1851; m. 1872, 

George Hunt. 
54 .• J AlIE:; W. Seu ENCK wns born at Onk Hill, near ~fay"s 

Landin!!, New .Ter$C\'. in 1826, and lived at Emelvillc, New 
,J1::r5ey;rn. 23 Dec., ·1848, lfosannu. Emruell, b. 9 Feb., 1829. 
Issue: 

151. I. AARON E., b. Eruelville, ~- ,J., :30 April, 1849; m. 
1,'>2. II. ANNA .M,\IU.~, b. 1 i ~larch, 1851; ru. 10 .May, 

l::l74, William Truitt. 
153. lIL LEwts E., b. 23 Aug., 1853. 
154. IV. SAR.\lI E:m,u, b. 8 8ept., 1855. 
155. V. WILLIAll W., b. 12 Oct., 185i. 



DESCENDANTS. 

156. VI. CHARLES, b. 14 Feb., 1860, d. 4 March, 1860. 
157. VII. FRANCES S., b. 28 Mny, 1861. 
158. vnr. SYLVIN EMILY, b. 24 Aug., 1863. 
159. IX. WALTER, b. 21 June, 1866. 
160. X. :MARYL., b. 27 April, 1868. 
161. XI. PmLIP, b. 26 Feb., 1873. 
55. Ro BERT C. ScHEXCK wns horn nt •·Onk Woods," near 

Mny's Lauding, New ,Jersey, in 1828. Hem. Hnnna Simp­
kins, d. 1880. Issue: 

162. I. ANNE., b. 1849; m. 1868, Chnrles Pierce. 
163. II. ZECHARIAH, b. 1852, d. 1856. 
62. ,JAltEs F. ScuENCK wus born at Frankliu, Warren 

County, Ohio, 16 March, 1829. He removed to Iowa at an 
early <lute, and owns u large farm near Downey, in Musca­
tine County, where he mnkes his home. During the War of 
the Rebellion he Ferved with the army in the quartermnster's. 
department; m. Hudson City, Muscatine County, Iown, 12 
Oct., 1854, Maria Bell, b. Lexington, Ky., 25 ,Jan., 1837 _ 
Issue: 

164. I. W1LLTAll RoGERs, b. Hudson City, Ia., 7 Jnn.,. 
1856, d. 8 March, 1876. 

165. II. ,Tom, .BELL, b. near Downey, Ia., 27 ,Jan. 1858. 
166. IlL PHEBE WHEELER, b. near Downey, Ia., 6 Aug.,. 

1861. 
167. IV. CHARLES GREEN, b. near Downey, Ia., 18 June,. 

1863. 
168. V. MARY, b. near Downey, Ia., 20 Dec., 1865. 
169. VI. IDA BELL, b. nenr Downey, Ia., 7 Sept., 1867. 
170. VII. ELIZABETII ROGERS, b. near Downey, Ia., 22: 

June, 1869. 
171. VITI. ,JA1rn;; FrnDLAY, b. near Downey, Ia. 
66. PAr DrnEcTOR CAi'PAR ScIIE:sCK, United States navy, 

was born ut Nisseqna:zue, Long falaud, 26 Sept., 1835, and 
removed to Duyton, Ohio, with his parents in 1836. 

He went to Brazil in 1852 as attacbc to the legation, nnd 
returned to the United States in 1853, and during that and 
the following year was n stu<lent at Miami University, Ox­
ford, Ohio. In 18;36 he went to Illinois a;; civil engineer on 
the Western Air Line rnilroad. In 1858, nfter teaching 
school for one term in ;\Jarshall County, Illinois, removed 
to Aledo, Mercer County, lllinoi;,, where he studied 1:Lw with 
L. W. Thompson, Esq., until 1860, when he was admitted to 
the bar. 
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On the brenking out of the Wa.r of the Rebellion, while on 
a vi~it to Indiana, he enli::1ted us a private in Company G, 
Ninth Indiana Volunteers, Colonel R. IL Milroy, and ~er\·ed 
for three months in Western Virgi:iia, bein~ e11g11ged in the 
battles of Phillipi and Carrack's Ford. Ile was appointed 
assi:!tant paymaster United States nu.v,\· 14th of September, 
1861, and was attached to the sloop Portsmo111li, West Gulf 
squadron, 1861-'64, and in her took part in the capture of 
the forts Juekson and St. Philip April, 1862; promoted to 
paymaster 6th of ,January, 1864; attached to steam sloop 
Ju,dati.t in 1864, and while sen·ing as a volunteer on deck on 
that ve.•sel at the bombardment of Fort Fisher on the 24th 
of December, 1864, was severely wounde·l. for which he was 
promoted twelve ( 12) numbers in his grade for " eminent 
and conspicuous conduct in battle." Attached to appren­
tice ship Savannah in 1865; the receiving ship lndependenr.e, 
1866--'9; steam slonp 0,1ye:n", 1870-'1; promoted to pay in­
spector on the 3d of ~larch, 1871; fleet paymaster Pacific 
station, 1872-'3; attached to navy yard at Mure Tulanrl, Cali­
fornia, 18H-'i8; fleet paymaster Pacific station, 1878-'80; 
ordered to navy pay office, San Francisco, Caliti,rniu, 1st of 
March, 1881; promoted pay director 6th of December, 1880, 
with the relative rank of captain in the navy, or of a colonel 
in the urmy; m. San Francisco, California, 17 Nov., 1868, 
MaryF. Sewell,• h. St .• Joseph's,Mo.,21 Feb., 1846-'47. Issue: 

172. I. HELEX 'f., b. Dayton, Ohio, 3 Dec., 1869. 
173. II. ROBERT C., b. San Fmncir,co, Cal., 26 ~'eb., 1874. 
174. III. JANETT., b. U. S. navy yard, )fare Island, Cal., 

7 Sept., 1875. 
67. WoooHULL S:1HTH ScHEXCK was horn at Dayton, Ohio, 

--, 1841. He went to China in 1859, and in 1861 was 
appointed an officer in the Chinese imperial maritime customs 
service, and rem:iined in that service up to the time of his 

•The family of Sewell immigrated from England early in the colo• 
nial history of this country. and settled at what is now called Sewell's 
Point, Virginia, opposite Old Point Comfort. T:ie gr-,mdfather of 
:Mary, was Joltn &well. who settled in Gloucester Gounty. Va., as a 
farmer. Her father. Francis Tli<YrT1ton Sev:ell, was born in Gloucester 
County, Va., abt. li96. d. in Sonoma County, Cal., March, ISiO. He 
was a clerk in the old United States Bank. and on the closinir of that 
institution emigrated to the West. He was thrice married. His third 
wife, whom he married in Missouri. was named Helen Talbot ; Mary 
F. was the only child by this wife, who died during the infancy of her 
child. Josllua Thloot, grandfather of Helen, immigrated from England 
and settled in Kentucky. 
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death, which took place suddenly at San Francisco, Califor­
nia, in 1880, when on bis way to his hnme in Dayton, 
while oo leave of absence; m. Dayton, Ohio, ]'eb., 1871, 
Caroline, dau. of the late AlliAon Owen, Esq., of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Issue: 

175. L ,JosEPJI CRANE, b. Han K<Jw, (lhina, ,Jan., 1872. 
82. ROBERT C. ScIIENCK was born at Wapsinonach, Iowa, 

6 April, 1851; m. --Clara V. Burteoer. She d. 4 July, 
1880. bsue: · 

176. I. WILLIAM B., b. 4 April, 1879. 
102. GARRET ALEXANDER SCHENCK was born near Frank­

lin, Warren County, Ohio, 14th of April, 1842. At the 
breakin~ out of the War of the Rebelhon he enlisted as a 
privntein Company F, First Ohio Regiment of Volunteers for 
three months' service, under President Lincoln's firat call for 
seventy-five thousand men. With this regiment be served 
until it was mustered out of service in August, 1861, being 
engaged in the battle of Bull Hun on the 21st of .July, 1861. 
Immediately upon being mustered out he, in the same month 
of Au~, 1861, enlisted in Company B, (Captail Maxwell,) 
Seconct Ohio Regiment of Volunteers, for three yeare, and 
served with tbiti regiment through all of its campaigns in the 
Army of the Ohio and Army of the Cumberland until it was 
mustered out of service in 1864, when he again enlisted as a 
veteran volunteer, and served until the close of the war, 
with General Sherman in his march to the sea, and his sub­
sequent campaign till the close of the war; m. near Franklin, 
Ohio, -- Morning~tar. lss'III!: 

177. L WILLIA.,r, b. near Franklin, Ohio. 
178. JI. HARRY, b. Fort Ancient, Ohio. 
179. III. JosEPH, b. Winchester, Ohio. 
180. IV. IsAAc PLUME, b. Franklin, Ohio. 
104. WALTER SCHENCK was born near Franklin, Warren 

County, Ohio, 30 Dec., 1848; is engaged in business at Bur­
lington, Iowa, where be m. 20 Sept., 1876, Emma Combs. 
Issue: 

181 I. BERTHA ELIZABETH, b. Burlington, Ia., 6 Sept, 
1877. 

182. II. CHARLES PLUME, b. Burlington, Ia., 29 Marcb,1879. 

9 
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111. LIEUT.ALEXANDER DuBors SCHENCK, 2d U.S.Artillery, 
was born near Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, 27th October, 
1843. At the commt;ncement of the Wnr of the Rebellion he 
enlisted, 11ml was enrolled 17th April, 1861, as a private 
Company F, First Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and 
mustered into setvice 29th April, 1861, for three months, 
served; Columbus, Ohio; Lancaster and Philadelphia, Pa., 
11Dd Wasliiugton, D. C., and :Manassas campaign,July, 1861, 
being engaged in the action at Vienna, Va., 17th June, 1861; 
battle of Bull Run, Va., 21st July, 1861; mustered out of ser­
vice at Dayton, Ohio, 16th August, 1861. 

Again enrolled 31st Auaust, 1861: as sergeant Company B, 
Second Regiment Ohio f oluutcer Infantry, and mustered 
into ser\·ice 18th Septembe1:, 1861, served in operations in 
Kentucky, 1861-'62, being engaged in the actions at West 
Liberty, Ky., October, 1861,and ut Piketon, Ky., December, 
1861; operations in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama, 
1862-'63, being engaged in the movements on Bowling 
Green, Ky., iLnd N11Shvilte, Tenn., February, 1862; marched 
to Huntsville. Ala., under General 0. M. Mitchell, February 
to April, 1862; acting hospital steward at Louisville, Ky., 
June-July, 1862; in skirmishes near Battle Creek, Ala., 
rrenn. ?] ,July, 1862; in advance toNashville, Tenn.,andinto 
:Kentucky, August-October, 1862, being engaged in the 
Battle of Perrysville, Ky., (wounded, gun shot, while in line 
of battle,) 8th October, 1862, and in pursuit of General 
Bragg'i:1 rebel fo~ces, and movement to Nashville, Tenn., 
1862, in .\fajor Gencrul Rosecrans' Tenneesee campaign, 
(Roeseau'11 Division, Scribner's Brigade, 14th Corps, Army 
of the Cumberland,) 7th November, 1862, to 5th Janna.ry, 
1863, being engaged iu the battle of Stone River, Tenn., 31st 
December, 1862, to 3d ,January, 1863; advance on Tullahoma, 
24th June to 4th .July, 1863; action ·at Hoover's Gap, Tenn., 
25th, 26th J_uue, 1863; passage of Elk l{iver, 3d ,Jul.\·, and 
Teunes~ee H1ver, 2d September, 1863; movement on Chat­
tanooga, Tenn., to 8th ::;evtember, 1863; recei\•ed appointment 
and left the army to report as cadet Onited States Military 
Academy, West Point, N. Y.; di~charged as eergeant Com­
pany B, Second Regin~nt Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 18th Sep­
tember, 1863. 

Cadet U. ::;. M.A. to lith Juue, 1867, second lieutenant 
Second United States Artillery; ser,red on graduating leave 
to 30th October, 181:ii; iu garrison at Alcatraz Island, Harbor 



( Matthew Turner, b. about 

{ 
1710-20, d. Daito., Md. 

Oct., 170-1. lAnn Maybury, b. --, d, 

{

1''rancls Turner, b. about 
17:l7, d. Ualto., Md., 6 

Joshua Tumer, b, Balto., Datto., Md, 
:\[d., 8 Se\lt., 17711, d. 
Halto .. llrd., !l ,Tuly, 18-11; -Austin, 

Jau., t8i3,2d8 Dcc.,1808, 30 l\lay, 1810, l m. Balto., Md , 1st 22 Ann AusUu, d. llalto., M1l. 1 { 

[

Francis Turner, b. nalto., lDavhl Mumma, b, Holhm1l, 
lM., 17 Nov., 1816, d. d. llalto,,.Md,, Oct.,1701; 
Halto., I:? Aug, IS.';!!; m. Vhristlau Mumnm,d. Daito., came to JJalto. 1770, 
Daito., 1-1 Nov., 1839. Md., Aug., 1s.·n; m. lSusmma Mumma, b. an,1 ,1,{ l3alto., Md.,5May, 1'181, 13arbam --, 11, Dalto., !11\l, 

Da~lli. ' 
Catharine Wirt, d. JJalto., {- "irt, 
I Md. 

Margaret Brown Turner, b. 
Halto., ll,t., 31,July, 11147; {George JJrown, b. Scotlaml, 
m. Balto., -I May, ISll!l, 1714, d. Scotlami Oct., 

1 

A. D. Schenck, Lieut. :!d f Wm. JJrown, b. Glasgow, 1787. 
,\rtlllery. Scotlaml, 2-1 Aug., 1740, 

d. Washington, D. v., Rachel Wallace collntcrnlly 
18 ,Tune, 1813; m. 5 Dec., ,lescemled from Sir Wm. 

r
Geo. Brown, b. Edinburgh, 177-1, Wallncc. 

Scotland, 1781, d. Hallo., 
Mil., :!I Jan., 1867· m. { Wm. Anderson, 

I I Belfast, Irelaml, 2.1 July, lHclen Anderson, b. Scotlaml 
JSO!l 2-1 lfay, 17-18, rl. JJalto., Margaret Smith. 

' :\ld., 15 Nov., 18'23. 
:\[ary Brown, b. H1\lto., 41 {-Lockart\, 

Dee., 18)S, d. Ilalto., 2-1 {Arthur Lockard, b. Ireland, · L Jan., 181 I. 
J:me Lockant b. Uelfnst, 

Ireland, 17bl, rl, llalto., {- IInrper. 
Md,, ~'6 Jan., 1867, Mary Harper, b. Ireland, 
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of San Francisco, Cal., 24th February, 1868; at United 
States Artillery School, Fort Monroe, Va., to 1st May, 1869; 
in garrison, commanding detachment at Presidio of San 
Francisco, Cal., 1869-'70; with detachment of recruits to 
Tucson, Arizonn,, 1870; in command of detachment of re­
cruits to Fort Yuma, Cal.; Fort Klamath, Oregon; Fort Van­
couver, ,v. T.; Camp )lcDermitt, Nev., 1870; on leave to 
:March, 1871; on duty at cavalry recruiting depot, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1871; in command of detachment to Sun Francisco, Cal., 
1871; Camp Tulare, Cal., Indian troubles, July-August, 
1871; Presidio, Cul., 1871-'72; l'oint St. Jose, Cal., 1872; 
Charlotte, N. C., 1872-'78; first lieutenant Second Artillery, 
27th January, 1878; Fort McHenry, Md., 1878-'74; State 
Univeroity of Io\va, Iowa City, Iowa, Professor of Military 
Science and Tactics, 1874-'77; Washington Arsenul, D. C., 
1877; Martinsburg, W. Va .• (.B. and 0. ~- R. riots,) 1877; 
Fort .\foHenry, ~ld., 1877; Fort Johnston, X. C., A. A. Q. 
M., A. C. S., post treasurer, and in charge of th~ National 
Cemeteries at Wilmington, N ewberne, Ruleigh,anc. Salisbury, 
N. C.,and Florence and Beaufort, S. C., 1S77-'80; Fort Brown, 
Texa11, 1880; Fort McHenry, :Md., (light battery duty,) 1880; 
Washington Barracks, D. C, 1881; marched with Light Bat­
tery A to Yorktown, Va., 1881; in summer encarul?ment at 
Camp Washington, Gaithel'l!bur_g-, Md., 1882; stationed at 
Washington Barracks, D. C., 1888. 

Recommended for commi&1ion as colonel of engineers in 
the Egyptian army, 1874; declined. 

While on duty at the State University of Iowa was en­
gaged in the organization of the Iowa State Guardil, and 
commissioned as major Iowa State Gnards 15th May, 1878, 
and io command of the University Battalion, and colonel 
First Hegiment fowa State Guards, 18th February, 1876, 
and in command of same until date of resignation in De• 
cember, 1877; member of the society of the Army of the 
Cumberland since 1873, and of the :\lilitary Service Institu­
tion of the Uuited States since its org-.. nization; bas been a. 
:Master Mason in good standing of Eastern Star Lodge, No. 
55, of Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, since 1875; m. Balti­
mor~, Md., 4th :\fay, 1869, Margaret Brown Tnrner,• b. 
Baltimore, Md., 31st July, 1847. Issue: 

* Margaret Brou:n · Turner is descended from JCaUhe,o Turner, of 
Baltimore, Md. His ancestry is not yet determined. There 3eems 
to have been a family, or perhaps several, of this name in the colony of 
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188. I. MARY TURNER, b. Baltimore, Md., 8 Feb., 1871. 
184. II. ·wu,LIA~l TURNER, I,, Baltimoro, Md., 21 Deo., 

1872. 
185. III. MARGARET Tun.NER, b. Iowa City, Johnson 

County, Iow11, 2 Feb., 1876. 
186. IV. SusAN TURNER, b Fort Johnston (Smithville), N. 

0., 24 August, 1878. 

Maryland from a very early clata. The first of record ls Arthur Tur­
ner, whose name appenrs 17th of April, 165n. There are recorded at 
~\nnapolls nineteen wills of persons of the name, datetl before 1760, 
indicating large fnmllles at e11rly dnte~. 

M11tthe10 Turner hnd, so far as is known, a brother Robert. who Is 
Sllid to have owned an estnte where the battle ground of Antietam 
now ii,; but is said to hnve died without Issue, and his nephew. Francis, 
inherited this estate. Jllattl1e11111lso l111cl four sisters, ~ri:_s. Butler, Mrs. 
Isriel, Mrs. Low anrl Mrs. Angel. He settled near thi city of Balti­
more, where all of his children were born, and where he died. He 
m. Ann Maybury. Issue: Francis, m. Ann ~\ustin; ::l!ntthew m. --
McClure ; Ann m. -- ,Johnson. . 

F'rancis T1m1er lived for a time upon the present site of Fort Mc­
Henry, near Baltimore, which land he owned. From thence he re• 
moved to an elltate called " Piney Hill," and finally sP.ttled upon what 
bas since been known as the •• Turner Homestead.•· near where the 
:Baltimore cemetery is situated; he inl1erited his uncle Robert's estate, 
as above stnted. Issue: ~arah, m. 13 Nov,, 1780, .John Murry; Eliza­
beth. m. 9 ,Tan .. 17ll0, William Fitch; Robert. b. 1763, m. Eli1.abetb 
Smith, d. 2Marcb, 1837; Francis, m. 10 Nov .. 1790, Ruth Bradley, d. 
30 May, 1806; Ann, m. George Wilson; Nathaniel, m. Elizabeth 
Fitch: ,Tosliua, b. Baltimore. Md., 8 Sept .. 1776. m. 1st. lialtimore, 
Md , 22 Jan., 1808. Margaret Speer. m. 2d. R Dec., 1806, Susanna, 
dau. of Uhristian :liumma and Catharine Wirt. of 'Baltimore, Md. 
She b. 2; July. 1786, d. Bnliimore. Md., 3 ,Tan .. 18.54; bed. Baltimore, 
Md .. 9 ,Tuly, 1841; Caleb, m. 15 Nov., 1802, Mary Craig, d. 15 Feb., 
lS.'35. , 

Joshua Turner was a successful merchant of Baltimore, where be 
was held in high esteem. I1st1e: Caleb Edwin, b. 11 Sept., 1803, d. 
1804; not Ilamed; :Margaret, b. 29 Oct .. 18116. m. -- Haslet; Joshua 
Joseph, b. 18 Jan., 1810; Edwin. b. 27 July. lfnl, d. 1812: Catharine 
Ann, b. :!2 Nov., 1812; William H. H .. b. 7 Feb., 1814; SuSllnna, b. 
29 Aug., 1815, d. 1816; Francis, b. Baltimore, lfd., 17 Nov., 1816, 'In • 
.Baltimore 14 Nov., 1839, Mary, dau. of George Brown and Jane Lock­
ard, of Baltimore; she b. 4 Dec., 1818, d. Baltimore 24 Jan,, 1871, be 
d. Baltimore 12 Ang., 1858; Robert, b. 9 Nov .. 1818; Jonathan, b. 15 
Nov., 1820; Elizabeth Ann. b. 23 Aug., 1822; Emily Jane, b. 31 Oct., 
1823; Susau .Amanda, b. 26 Jan., 1827, 

F'rancis Turner was a prominPnt and .very successful merchant in 
Baltimore. bsue: Joshua. b. 7 Nov •• 1840, d. young; Susan Jane, b. 
28 Nov., 1841, m. Victor H. Klinefelter, ofBnltimore; Mary Eliza­
beth, b. 16 Oct., 1844, m. Charles F. Peregoy, of Bnltimore: Mar,,arei 
Brown, b. 31 July, 1847, m. 4 May, 1869, Lieut. Alex1mder DuBois 
Schenck. U.S. army; George Brown, b. 4 March. 1851, d.young; John 
Brown •. b. 11 Sept., 1851, d. 1854; Franeis, b. 23 March, 1855, d. young; 
William Rogers, b. 24 Oct., lt!56, of Bnltimore, Md., now in business 
in New York city. · 
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187. V. ELIZADl>TJI TURNER, b. Wushington Barracks, D. 
0., 12 December, 18!:11. 

127. CIIARLES MEros ScIIENCK, wlls born nt ~'ranklin, War­
ren County, Ohio, 8 ,January, 1850. Hemoved when a young 
mnn to Burlington, Iowa; is at present Vice-President and 
Trcusuror ot' the Whitebreust Coal nnd Mining Company, and 
resides at Ottumwn, Iowa; m. Belvidere, Ill., 8 September, 
1875, Mary Elizubcth Stone, b. near Belvidere, Boone 
County, Ill., 20 Sept., 1849. lYsue: 

188. I. JULIA, b. Burlington, Iowa, 21 June, 1876. 
189. II. MARTIIA, b. Burlingtou, Iowa, 13 May, 1879. 
190. III. UJIARUS .MEIGS, b. Burlington, Iowa, 3 Feb. 

1881. 
142. ,Tom, SCHENCK was born n.t Finches Hill, near May's 

Landing, _New ,Jersey, in 1742, m. 1864, Sarah E. Turpin. 
Issue: 

191. I. PRICILLA, b. 1864. 
192. II. UnIAB, b. 1866. 
198. Hr. .BLANCH, b. 1868. 
194. IV. JOHNS., b. 1872; d. young. 
195. V. SARAII E., b. 1873. 
196. VL KATE, b. 1878. 
147. Rev. WILLIAMS. ScIIENCK was born at Finches Hill, 

near May's Landing, New Jersey. His father died when Lu 
was but sev·en years old. His ene.!"gy and perseverance secured 
him his education and the honorable position now occupied 
as pastor of the First Wesleyan Methodist Church, at Vine­
land, New .Jersey; m. 1866, Rachel Bounds. Issue: 

197. I. MARY ELLA, b. 1867. 
198. II. VtoLA D., b. 1869; d. young. 
199. IU. VIOLA K., b. l!:171 ; d. young. 
200. IV. WILLIAMS., b. 187:2; d. young • 

. 201. V. WILLIAlI s., b. 1873. 
202. VI. JOBY S., b. 18i6; d. young. 
203. VII. JoHN S., b. 1878. 
204. VIIL RutrFF, b. 1880; d. young • 
.205. IX. RACIIEL s., b. 1882. 

TlIE END, 
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SIR MARTIN SCHENCK VAN NYDECK. 

Sir :Martin Schenck van Nydeck, Lord of Toutenburg, in 
Ge]der]and, Knight and Marshall of the Cnmp, so cele­
brated in Netherland history for his bravery, was born in 
Goch, in 1543, inheriting no property save his sword. Serving 
for n brief term as page to the Lord of Ye.seJstein, he joined, 
while yet a youth, the banner of \VilJiam of Orange, at the 
bend of twenty-two men-at-arms. 

The humble knight-errant with his brace of squires was 
received with courtesy by the Prince nnd the ~~states. 

There was a castle of Blyubeek, then in tho possession of 
liis cousin, and which he asserted to belong to himself, as his 
own rightful property by right of descent, 'fhe courts nnd 
those in nuthority supported and sided with the cousin, and 
Schenck wns besieged in the castle, of which he had taken 
possession, and was forcibly dispo~sessed and obliged to flee .. 
Mr. ~fotley, in his hhitory of the Netherlands, asserts thut he 
became so unpopular to the patriots that he made overtures 
to the Du~e of Parma, who wns only too glad to enlist so 
bold und skillful n soldier in the service of the Spanish King. 
The foe:t remnins that ho was driven out of his home by 
armed force, and. at tho same time from among the troops 
with whom he had taken service und wished to remain; but 
after all, m·en if' there were no justification whatover, suve a 
bid for higher puy, he acted as did almost every other great 
lender of his time and country. 

Driven from his home by the unjust decision of the courts 
and the armed forces of' tho authorities, he soon found ser­
vices for his sword in the army of' Spuin, At'ter serving 
through seveml startH11g years of' victory with l'arma, he hnd 
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become the most during and formidable Xetberlandcr that 
wore Philip',3 colors, but WllS continnully treated with injus­
tice and want of fo.itb. On the 25th day of )Iuy, 1585, he 
declared his allegiance to the republic and its autho1ities, and 
wus soon made Lieutenant-Governor of his native Gelder­
Jancl, and .Marshall of C11mp in the State's army, with a salary 
of tweh·e hundred guilders a month. Uc reAigned his famous 
castle of Blynbeek upon being reimbursed with other estates 
in Holland and Zeeland of the annual value of four thousand 
florins. 

Hera, at Inst, we have the most conclusive evidence of the 
justice of bis original claim! It was, no doubt, found inex­
pedient by those in authority to revoke their previons de­
creeto, but for what reason <lid they award Sir .Martin these 
estate!!, of much greater value than _Blynbeek? The value 
of hie expected s,-rvices may have been com1idered great, but 
they r~ceived ample reward in the rank and emoluments 
awarded him, irre:1pecth·e of these estates, and as yet he had 
in fact rendered no service for the republic; on the other 
hand, he had for years been its terror. . At the battle of Har­
denburg Heath, be had complet,•ly outgeneraled and most 
disastrously defeated their best General, Hobenlo, slaying and 
leaving on the field fifteen hundred of his soldiers, with a 
Joss of less than three hundred of his own, and by this triuniph 
had preserved the important city of Gronigen to Philip for 
au additional quarter of a century; he had been twice cap­
tured and held for raneom, and bad each time effected his 
escape. By bis daring and dexterity be had gained the im­
portant city of Nimi>guen for Spain. He was covered with 
wounds receh·ed in a !!Crvice hostile to the republic. -Yet the 
very moment any reasonable measure was propoi:ed to him 
for the adjustment of his estatt> and claims, he joined the 
service of tbe Estate11, was hailed with acclamation by bis 
countrymen and loaded with emoluments and honors, and 
most certainly for no past services to them ! As soon as he 
entered their service, he served the Estates faithfully to hie 
death. He ceased to be the scourge of Gelderland, but be­
came the terror of the electorate. 

As a man he seems to ha\·e been incapable of fear, or fatigue. 
He could remain for days and nights almo1 without dis­
mounting: eating, drinking, sleeping in the saddle ; so that 
to this terrible centaur his horse seemed actuully a purt of 
himself. His soldiers followed him like hounds, and were 
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governed by him with a quick and heavy hand, yet the 
" pack" were ever staunch to his orders, for they well k-new 
that he alwaTI.' led them to success. 

Early in 1586, accompanier! by Herman Kloet, the young 
and daring Dutch commander of Neuse, be had swept down 
into the Westphalian country, at the bead of five hundred 
foot and five hundred horse, and on the 18th of March cap­
tured the city of Werll, by a neat strntagem-thu.t of load­
ing a train of wagons with some of his best soldiers, neatly 
covered with snit, au article of which the wor~hy burghers 
were greatly in need, and permitted the train to pnss the gate, 
when the "salted" soldiers 11prang from the wagons, mastered 
the guard, and the town wus t-aptured at a blow. But some 
of the defen1lers escaped to the citadd, which was stormed 
in vain, but the city was thoroughly sacked, some of the in­
babitauts killed •' as a warning," and others held to ransom. 
Meantime Haultpenne collected a force of nearly four thou­
sand men of all descriptiomi, and came to besiege Schenck in 
1be town, while at the same time heavy attacks were being 
made upon him from the citadel. It was impossible for him 
to hold the city against such odds, so be loaded a train of 
wagons with the booty, took with him thirty of the magis­
trates aR hostages, with other wealthy citizens, and marched 
in good order against Haultpenne, completdy routing him, 
killing a number variou!'ly estimated from five hundred to 
two thou11nnd, and effecting his retreat, desperately wounded 
in the thigh, but triumphant, to Veulo on the :Neuse, of which 
city he was governor. 

For this brilliant action he was knighted by the Earl of 
Leicester (Robert Dudly, of England,) as the representath·e 
of Queen '.Elizabeth, of ~ngland, and presented with u. chain 
valued at a thousand pieces of gold. ;c Surely Shen ks (as be 
pronounced the uame) is a noble fellow," exclaimed Leices­
ter, who was tilled with admiration at the bold marshal's 
progress, and vowed that be was "the only soldier in truth 
that they bad, for be was never idle, and was always suc­
-0essful." 

On St. George's Day (23d of .April) 1586, he and black John 
Norris, also badly wounded, received the order of knight­
hood, at a royal banquet, as from Elizabeth, of England, by 
the Earl of Leicester, as her majesty's vicegerent. 

Soon after this Parma laid siege to Venlo, where the wife 
and family of Sir Martin were in the city, together with two 
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hundred thousand crowns in money, plate, an<l jewels belong­
ing to him; he accompanied by the •• mad Welshman," Ro~er 
Williams, at the head of one hundred and thirty English 
lances, and thirty of Sir .Martin's men, made a wild noctur­
nal attempt to cut their way throngb the besieging force, and 
penetrate to the city, where he made no doubt he could make 
good his quarters. They passed through the enemy's lines, 
killed tie cnrps-de-!?Unrd anJ many Spanish troops, reach­
ing the very door of Parma's tent, \\ here they killed bis secre­
tary and many of his [!U&rd. It was reportetl and generally 
believed that Farnese himself bad been in imminent danger, 
that Sir Martin had fireJ his pii.:tol at him unsuccessfully,and 
then struck him on the head with the butt, and that the 
prince had only saved his life by leaping from his horse and 
scrambling through u ditch. The alarm at last became gen• 
eral, the dawn of a summer's day was fast approaching, the 
drums beat to arms, and the few bold lances were obliged to 
effect their retreat us best they might, hotly pursued by near 
two thousand men. Having slain many of the SpanIBh army, 
and lost nearly }1alf their own numbers, they at last obtained 
shelter in Wachtendonk. Soon after the place capitulatt!d,. 
without waiting for a battery, upon moderate tt!rms. Sir 
Martin's wife was sent away courteously with her family, in 
a coach and four, and 'l\'ith as mu.::b "apparel," &c., as might 
be curried with her. Sir :Martin's property was all contis­
cated. 

:Meanwhile he was building the" Scone" fort, so celebrated 
a century later as "Schenck's Fort," built on the island of 
Gravenweert, at the bifurcation of the Rhine and Waal. 

During the summer of 1587 Sir Martin wus engaged in 
defending the city of Rhein berg against Parma's forces. With 
a force of three thousand thr~e bund"ed foot and seven hun­
dred horse, he had to cope with the vast!y superior forces of 
Parma, and which required ull of bis vigilance and @kill. 
During this time the city of Gelder, where his fumily and 
property were, was under the command of a Scotch colonel,. 
Aristotle Patton, to whom Sir Martin had recently adminis­
tered a sound and richly deserved drubbing. This thrifty 
Scot, for a. matter of thirty-six tbou;,and florins and '' all of 
the horses, plate, arms, furniture, and other movables in the 
city belongin~ to Sir Martin, that he could Jay bold upon,'~ 
toward the middle of summer surrendered tfie city to Lord 
Haultpenne. 
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In the following year Sil· Martin surpriPed the city of 
Bonn. Knowing full well the military importance of this 
place, he strongly for1iticd it, and supplied it with food, but 
the State ne.~lccted the proper precuutiou to secure that im­
portant position, and it waR subseqnently, after a siege of six 
months, 1,1urrendered to the Spuni8h. 

The States, after many revcrsl!fl, seemed utterl.r disheart­
ened and could he induced to hut little efforts, and Sir Martin 
had even gone to J,;ngla11d to complain to the Queen of their 
shortcomings and want of energ\·. 

But with th~ enemy now eatin~ hie way towards the heart 
of Holhmd, and with so many dangers threatening them on 
every side, it was thou_g-ht imprudent to go so fur away to 
seek the enemy, and Sir :Murtin wa11 left to do what he could 
for the defence of Rheinber~. 

He bacl built the fort-before-mentioned-which then and 
long afterwards bore bis name, " Schen,~ken Schane," 
or "Scbenck's Fort," at the important point where the 
Rhine, opening its arms to enclose the "good meadow'' 
island of Butavia, (here we fi11d him on the very site of the 
:first settlement of the race from which be was descended, and 
in every way what a striking personification of hie warrior 
ancestors, even after the lupse of so many centuries), and 
here, on the ou•crmost part of the repul,lic, and looking 
strait?ht from his fastnes~ mto the hostile States of Munster 
tmd W estpbalia, and the Electorate, the bold knight took his 
stand in the face of all enemies. 

On the 7th of Augu~t, 158i-'8, on the hearth of Lippe, he 
attacked a body of Spanish mu~keteers, more than three 
thousand strong-, and w;tb scarcely the loss o_f a man, put a 
large number to the sword, and routed the rest. The leader 
of this expedition of Spanish trqops was the same Colonel 
Aristotle Putton, who bad once paid him so foul a trick in 
the surrender of Gel de:·. He had soon taken to flight when 
he found that hi!! enemies were heralded under the sable 
banner of the rampant lion of Xydeck, and well knew that 
the wrathful Sir :Martin was swiftly seeking a settlement of 
old accounts. But the Scot was not to be caught, and suc­
ceeded, by the strength and speed of his horse, in effecting 
his escape. Had he waited many minutes longer it is more 
than probable that the treacherous Aristotle would have 
passed a comfortless half hour with his former commander. 
Sir Martin sent the captured Spanish colors to her Majesty 
of England as a token. · 
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A few miles below his castle was Nimeguen, and towards 
that ancient and wealthy city Sir Martin bud often cnst long­
ing eyes. On the evening of the 10th of August, 1589, there 
w:is a wedding-feast in one of the splendid· mansions of the 
stately city. The festivities were prolonged until deep in the 
midsummer night, and harp and viol were still im1piring the 
feet of the dancers, when on a sudden, in the midst of the 
holiday groups, appeared the grim visage of Sir )fortiu 
Schenck van Nydeck. Clad in no wedding-garment, b11t in 
armor of proof, with helmet on head, and sword in hnnd, he 
strode heu.\'ily through the ball-room, followed by a party of 
those terrible musketeers who never ga\·e nor asked for 
quarter, while the a.ttiighted revellers :fl.uttered away before 
them. 

Taking advantage of a dark night he bud just dropped 
down from his castle, with twenty-five bargeei, had landed 
with his most trusted soldiers in the foremost vessels, had bat­
tered down the gate of St. Anthony and surprised and slain 
the guard. "Without waiting for the rest of his boats he bad 
then stolen with his soldiers hastily through the silent streets~ 
and torn away the lattice-~ork and other light defences on 
the rear of the house which they had now entered, and 
through ,vhich they intended to posse88 themselves of the 
market place. Sir Martin had long since selected this house 
as a proper position for bis enterprise, but l1e had not been 
bidden to the wedding, and was somewlu1t disconcerted when 
he found himself on the festive scene which he bad so grimly 
int~rrupted. Some of the merry-maker,; escaped from the 
house and proceeded to alarm the town; while Sir Martin 
proceeded to fortify his position and took possession of the 
~quar•!. But the burght•rs and garrison were soon on foot, 
and he was driven back into the house. Three times be re­
co\·ered the square by main: strength of his own arm, sec­
onded by the handful of resolute men he harl brought with 
him, and three times be was beaten b:,ck by overwhelming 
numberi! i11to the wedding mansion. The nrriviil of tl,e 
greater pnrt of his followers, with whose ussista11cc he could 
easily have mastered the city in the fir,;t lll0rueuts of snr­
vrise, wa!" myskriously delayed. Ile conltl not ueco11nt for 
their prolonged absence, and was meanwhile supported only 
by those who had arriYerl with hi111 i11 the foremost harire~. 
The trnth-of wliich J,e was ig11or:rnt-wns, tlmt the remain­
der of the flotilla, borne along uy the strong aud deep cur-
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rent ot the \Yaal, then in a state of freshet, had shot past 
the landing pince, and had ever since been vainly struggling 
against wind and tide to force their way back to the neces-
sarv point. . 

ileantime Sir Martin and his followers fought desperately 
iu the market-place, and despemtely in the honse which be 
had seized. .lint u whole garrison and a city full of citizens 
in arms proved too much for the gallant knight, and he was 
hotly besie!!;ed in the mansion, and at last driven forth into 
the street . .By this time the day was dawning, and the whole 
population, soldiers and bnr~hers, men, women and children, 
were thronging about the little band of desperate soldiers,. 
and assuilin~ them with every weapon and e\'ery missile to 
be found. Sir Martin fought with his usuu.l bravery, but at 
last the oft-tried musketeerti, in spite of bis indignant com­
mand, began rapidly to retreat toward the quay. In vain 
the knight stormed and cursed, in vain with his own hand he 
!!truck more than one of his retreating soldiers dead. He was 
swept along with the panic-stricken band, and when, shout­
ing and gnaRhing his teeth in rage, be reached the quay at 
last, be saw at a glance why his great enterprise had failed. 

The empty barges of bis own party were at the steps; the 
rest were half a mile off, contending hopelessly with the 
swollen and rapid W aal. llt: was left, desperately wounded~ 
almost alone upon the wharf, for his routed soldiers had 
plunged helter-skelter into the boats, several of which over­
laden in the panic sunk at once, leaving the soldiers to drown 
or straggle in the water. The game was loat. Nothing was 
left the br-,we knight but retreat. Reluctantly tnrning his 
back upon his enemies, now in full cry close behind him, 
Sir Martin sprang into the last renlaining boat just putting 
from the quay. Already overladen, it fonndered with the 
additional weight of the knight in complete armor, and Sir 
Martin Schenck, encumbered with his heavy armor, sank at 
once to the l,ottoru of the W aal. Some of the fugitives suc­
ceeded in swimming Jown the stream, and were picked up 
by their comrad~ iu the barges below the cit\"; mauv were 
drowned with their commander. • • 

A fow days afterward the citizens of Nimegnen dragged 
up the body of the famous soldier. He was easily recog­
nized by his arruor, and by his truculent face, still wearing 
the scowl with which lie had last reliuked hii:: follower:;. His 
head was taken off at once, and placed over one of the gates 
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of the city, und hia quartered body was made to adorn other 
portions of the battltiments, Ho that the burghel'a were enahlecl 
to feast their eyes upon the remains ot' tho man n.t whose 
name the whole countrv had so often trembled. The rec­
ords of the clt.v contuin to this duy a very curious account 
of these proceedings, oven down to an itemized cost of these 
latter, beginning with the first item: "For hanging two of 
his (Schenck's) most faithful soldiers (prisoners), 8 guilders; 
for killing and throwing into the Wu.al one ot' the moat faith­
ful soldiers, 6ativers," &c., and winding up with the item: "for 
drinking festival wine and doing festival volley t'or the infer­
nal acbievement was expended, 25 stivera." 

But the city was at this time by no means in a state of 
security from tho attacks of the Estates' troops, and the 
Spanish commander, General Varabon, was fur too wise to 
risk being caught in the act of permitting such indignities 
upon the dead body of their best and most famou:1 general, 
and be ordered the remains to be tu.ken down immediately 
and placed in a coffin, and deposited in the Cranberger 
Tower. 

Two years afterward the Stadtholder, Prince Maurice, 
having obtained possession of Nimeguen, caused the remains 
of his favorite general to be interred with the martial honors 
due his rank and ,vith great magnificence, in the se~ulchre of 
the ancient dukes of Gelderland, where a splendid monu­
ment yet remains in bis memory. 

Bred up from infancy in the camp, Sir Martin Schenck van 
Nydeck added the benefits of a long and varied experience to 
his natural promptness and ingenuity. In the field, under 
anything like equal circumstances of battle, he never met his 
match, even among the widely famed troops of the Spanish 
king, but on the other hand he took the most unequal and 
hazardous of military risks a_!?;ainst apparently overwhelmin~ 
odds, yet each was his activity, tactical skill, and ubove all 
his unequal bravery, and the unbounded confidence his sol­
diers bad in his certainty of success, that there is scarely an 
instance of his failure to carry out any important enterprise 
when the forces of his command were brought into action. 

The cities lost within the limits of his jurisdiction, were 
never those under bis immediate command, and the records 
are full of the demands of their governor and commander for 
more adequate means of defense, always readily supplied 
by Sir Martin, if within his power, or if not strongly rec-
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ommended to hiJher authority, and bis only trips to the court 
of Elizabeth, of England, waa at the instunce of Prince Mau­
rice, to represent to the Queen the utter inadequacy of the 
defences under bis extensive command. The Queen approved 
of his recommendations, but both she and the Estates almost 
totally disregarded them, Ill! well as the QtJeen's orders in the 
cause, and, instead of reinforcements, his command was still 
further den udcd of men and means ot' defense, under the plea 
thnt it WW! impossible to det'enJ the territory so far a,lvanced 
toward the enemy. Sir Martin not only demonstrated the 
specio11suce11 of' this nbeurd pica, by maintaining himself with 
a small command, and without any enpports near him in other 
eligible points, bnt he continually curried desperate and suc­
cessfol war into the surroundi11g conntry of' his enemies. 

His untimely death was universally regarded in the repub­
lic M a great national calamity ; for the slenderness of the 
means with which he wa;i provided and the difficulties against 
which he Imel to contend were well understood by all. Yet 
the isolated ancl frowning battlements of the Schenkenshaos 
ever pr..-sented its 11ndaunte1I front us the foremost buckler 
of the republic's defense against Alvo.'11 terrible followers, and. 
when the brave heart ancl strong urm of Sir Martin Schenck 
van Xydeck foll the enemy quickly poured through the 
brench, and the entire forces of the republic were forced to 
move to the scene, or witness the speedy destruction of the 
country, and dl•m ,nstruted the potency of the forces over 
which the sable banner and lion of Nydeck h:id so long 
waved. 

.APPENDIX "B." 

Catharine 1;,m B,·ugh was d1.'llcenrled from Jo/t,,nn,ps Pi,terse 
Verbr119.qe, or \'Un Brugh, from llaurlem iu Hollund, born 
1624. He wns in B~uverw\'ck a111I Nicu Am!'terdam at an 
early date. He married in· the latter plac~, which be finally 
made his home, 29th }larch, lti58, Catri1111 Roelof..•e van 
JJ,[,1esterlanclf, widow of' Lncus lfoclenburcrh, vice-director of 
Curucou., 164tl-'57, in which latter ,·car he died. 

Catrina's motlier was the eel~brnte1I A.11.11.r.kr. J.m.<i!, This 
famous character was arnong th.: first immigr,mt~ that came 
to settle the munor of Rcns-elaerwyck, and arrin••l i11 rngo 
with her btl3band, Roelof.Junsen-vau }luestcrl11111lt, who came 

10 
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out with l1is family M farmer to the Putroon at ,i sallll'y of 
seventy-two dollurs ayeur. Five or six years uf'terwnrde the 
family w11H eettleu nt Nicu Arnetcrd11m, now Xew York, where 
he received a patent from Governor vun Twiller, in Hi86, for 
thirty-one nwrgc11s (11 morgen equals about two acres) of 
lnnrl, l,l'ing ubout the North 1-h-t.'r. 'l'hie trnct afterwurcls be­
came known us tho Dominic's Bouwery," or" Dominic's 
Hook," (from its use b,v Do111i11ic Evcrurdue Bogardu11, 
Anneke's seco:1d husband,) and became II part of the Duke's 
fol'm, 11fterwardt1 <"ulled the Kin~•s form, and tinnily the 
Queen't1 form, which in 1705, Trinity church accepted and 
receh·ed by lettel's patent 1111d grant from Queen Anne, ex­
ecuted by Governor Cornbury, was delivered hy him to the 
congregation of that church, and duly recorded in the office 
of the.:;.;ecretary of State. 

Annekc died 11t BeaverwJck in 1663, after being over 
thirty years in the colony. She made her will d1en before 
Dirck van Scbellwyne, the notury, and two of her friends, 
Rutgers ,Jacobs van ·Schoondenwert and Evert Wendell as 
she lay, according to the recital in the will, on her bed in a 
state of sick11est1, but perfectly sensible, ,:ud in the full pos­
session of her mentnl powers. Her remains were interred 
in the yard of the old Dutch church, in lludson etreet, Al­
bany, and there they are still. 

It seems that in 1671 the heirs of Anneke released the 
bowery to Governor Lovelace, as appen!'fl by the record and 
transfer; hence the change of name to that of the Duke's 
farm, and which bas since become the subject of such Ione-, ex­
citing and fa.mow litigation between her heirs and Trinity 
church, and a promineut bone of contention for more than 
two hundred yeal'I!. 

In 1705 the land, after many reverses, was in actual pos­
session of Trinity church, but the validity and eft'ect of the 
patent by Queen Anne has frequently been a subject of 
discussion in the conrte, and forms the principal feature in 
the claim of title J,y the church. 'l'he history of the various 
litigations with reference to this now valuable territory would 
till a library with boob. 

In _1760 Cornelius Brower, a descendant of Anncke, 
brought an action to recover his share ot'tbe bowery, but the 
church t_riumphed. A~in, in 1807, in a suit broug~t by 
Colonel . .Malcom. In 1830 Cornelius Bogardus tried his 
hand to ,recover possessicn, and was beaten. In 1834 one 
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Humbert brought 11n action, and fared like the rest. Nine 
other suit,; were brought in 1847, and after being ut issue for 
some time the pluintift\i wero non-suited. Another failure 
occurred in 1851, in a !!Uit brought hy one ot' the descendants 
of old Dr. Kierstedt, who married u daughter of Anneke. 
The State tried itl! huud in 1856, in an ~jcctment suit for a 
lot on .Murray street, und wus non-suited. The city put in its 
oar in 186i, but the corporation council reported that it bad 
no claim. Another great utt11ck was made in 18il, in a suit 
brought by Domini David Groseheck, and it failed l_ikc the 
rei,t. Latterly the old Dutch Bilile of Anneke came to light 
in the hands of Mrs. Ilan·iet van Alten, of Glenville, Schenec­
tcicly Connty, New York, a direct dL·scendant of Pieter Bo­
gardus, a son ot' .Anneke, and application was made to the 
~urrogatu of Alb1111y for letters ot' administration on the es­
tate of Anneke. The Surrogate refu.~ecl, and the mutter Wlll! 

appealed to the General Term of the Supreme Uourt. In 
1881 the applicutii•n of Ryoear van Grisen, of New ,Jersey, 
for letters of administration on the estate of .Anneke, was 
disposed of in the Court of Appeals, the decree of the Surro­
gate, denying the application, being affirmed with costs, and 
011 the 3d day of June, 1881,judgment was entered up,making 
the decision of the Court of Appeals the decision of the court 
below. This will in all probabilities settle the question for 
good and all. 

In the case of Bogardus, in 1830, the chancellor's opinion 
closes with these, words : • .. "And now that I have been 
enubled to examine it carefully, and with due reflection, I feel 
bound to say, that a plainer case bas never been presented to 
me as a judge. Were it not for the uncommon ma,,,"'llitnde 
of the claim, the apparent sincerity and zeal of the counsel 
who supported it, and the fact ( of which I have been often­
times admonished, by personal applications on their behalf,) 
that the descendants of .Anneke Jans, at this day, are hun­
dreds, if not thousands in number, I should not have deemed 
it nece:ssary to deliver a written judgment on deciding the 
cause. 
. '' A hearty dislike to cltlthing any eleemosynary institution 
with either great power or extensive patronage, and a set­
tled conviction that the posses~ion by a single religions cor­
poration of such overgrown estates as the one in controversy, 
and the analogous instance of the Collegiate Dutch Church, is 
pernicious to the cause of Christianity, have disposed me to 
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give an earnest scrutiny to the defense in this case ; as, in 
the instance of the Dutch Church, tbel prompted me, in my 
capacity of counsel, to more zealnm1 efl:ort11 to overthrow their 
title to the lunds devised by John Haverdinck. But the law 
on these cl11irns is well eettfod ; arid h must be sustained in 
favor of religious corporations as well as private individuals. 
Indeed, it would be monstrot1s, if', nt'ter a posseesion, such as 
bas been proved in this case, for a period of nearly a century 
and a half, open, notorious, un<l within the eight of the temple 
of justice, the successive claimants, save one, being men of 
falI age, and the courts open to them all the time foxcept for 
seven ye11.rs ot' war and revolution,) the title to lunds were to 
be litigated successfully, upon II clnim which has been sus­
pended for five generatiot1Ei. Few titles in this country would 
be secure under such adruinil'lt,.ation of the law; and its adop­
tion would lead to scenes of' fraud, corruption, foul injustice, 
and legal rapine, far worse in their consequences t1pon the 
peace, good order, and happinCl;s of society, than external 
war or domestic insurrection.'' 

It WIIS estimated year:1 ago, that were th<l property of Trinity 
church divided among the then living heirs of' Anneke Janee, 
the 1,1hure of euch would not exceed" twenty shillings." The 
heir.; now no doubt number hundreds of thousands. Such 
claims are too absurd to receive a moment's consideration. 
except probably at the hands of the law.rer, who mui!t needs 
gain, no matter which way the cuse is decided. Even more 
absurd are those claims for lurgesum11 of money, suppt,sed to 
bu,·e been left by somcbo11y long years ago in Europe, and in 
Holland the chances of i;uccess are even less than in any 
other country; for there the faw is that all ei!tates, inheri­
tances, &c., not claim,:d within .five years, pllSI! over to the 
State. 

Anneke ,Janee is said to have been the daughter of Tryn 
,Jansen, midwife, of Nieo Amsterdam, and to have been con­
nected by marriage to Go,·ert Lookermantl. .By her first hus­
band, Roelof Jansen van Maesterlandt, iseue: 

L SARA, m. 1st, 29 June, 1642, Surgeon Keirstedt; m. 2d, 
1669, C.:ornelis van Borsum, of J:Srooklyu ~'erry; m. 8d, 1688, 
Elbert Elbertsen, of New York. 

II. CATRINA, m. lst, Lucas Rodenburg, d. Cnracoa, 1657;. 
m. 2d, 29 March, 1658, Johannes Pielerse van Brugh. 

III. Tmra, m. Pieter Hartgers van Vee. 
IV. ]A,.V, who was unmarried iu 1668, killed at Schenec-
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tady 1690. By her 2d busbanrl, Dominic Everardus Bogardus, 
whom ,!110 m. lti87-8, she hau i~.91M, four sons: William, Cor­
neli.-, ,Tunas, and Pieter. 

Joltwmea Pieterse inn Bru,qli, after his marriuge lived in 
Nieu Arnsterduru, where all ot' his children were born, and 
where he became n prominent mcrchnnt and mugistrute. 
1:Iis will is <luted 22 Dec., 16!:16, and he died in 1697. Issue: 

I. liELEN, bnp. 4 April, 1659; d. young. 
rr. HELEN, bup. 28 July, ~660; m. 2:i April, 1680, Tennis 

de Kuy. 
III. ANNA, bup. 10 Aug., 1662; m.13June, 1684,Andries 

Gravenra£1dt. 
IV. CATHARINB, bap. 19 April, 1665, m. ilendrick van 

Rensselaer. 
V. PETER, bap. 14 ,July, 1666; m. 2 Nov., 1688,Snra Cuy­

ler. 
VI. MARIA, bnp. 20 Sept., 1678; m. Stephen Richards. 
VIC. Johannes, bap.---, m. 9July, 1696,Marguret Pro­

voost. 
CAPT. PETER VAN BRUGH was for several years mayor of 

Albany, New York. He wns buried in the church at Alba­
ny 20 July, 1740. He had u duughterand heiress. Catharine, 
bap.10 Nov., 1689; m. 19 Sept., 1707, Philip, eldest son of 
Robert Livingston; they had six sons and three daughters; 
the younge,;t son, William, b. 1728, was for many yeurs gov:-
ernor of New Jeraey. . 

Johannes ran Brugh, of New York city, was captain of the 
sloop Co11st1mt .Abigail, captured off the coast of England by 
a French privateer, (Doc. Hist .• N. Y., vol. 3, p. 430.) His 
will is datl!d 14 Nov., 1705, in which he styles himself" mar-
iner." Ljsue: . 

L JouANNA, ba.p. 16 April, 1697; m. 20 Aug., 1720, Ger­
ardus Duyking. 

II. JOHANNES, hap. 6 Aug., 1699. 
ill. Cfltha,i.ne, bap.16 Aug., 1704, m. 1st, 1719, ,John No­

ble, ro. 2d, 23 Aug., 1788, Rev. Wm. Tennent. Shed. Pitts­
grove, N. J., 1787. 

IV. DAVID, bap. 12 Sept., 1708. 
V. ELIZABETH, bap. 25 March, 1712. 
Catharine van Brugh ,vas rel11ted to Sir John van Brugh, 

and to Charles and Philip van Brugh, commanders of men­
of-wa.r in the English navy. Soon after her mnrriage to 
John_ Noble she went with her husband to England, where 
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two children were born, hut one ot' thorn Hoon 1lit.'d, Her 
h11t1lm11d's buHinos11 call!id him to the WeHt ]11clic11, where he 
WIIH nttnckod with tho fovur 1111d died. Whilu thl•re he met 
nn 0111 Now York friend, Mr. Bondinott, who wrote the 
father in gnglund tho nowH 11nd manner of his son's cleuth, 
John Noble h111l un uncle, u. worthy hncholor, named Sir 
,Tnhn Stokes, of Stoke Custle, ncnr Bristol, Englund, who 
kindly invited the widow with her cl1ild to muke her home 
nt his house, hut sho preferred to rct1.1m to her family in 
New York, which she did in li2:J,goingtolivewithubrother 
of her husbnnd, )fr. Isuac Noble, 11 prosperous and wenlthy 
merdmut, nnd an cider in tl1e ~ame church ( French Hugue­
not) in Xew York ci,y, of which .Mr . .Bondinott wus a 
member. Hero .Mrs. Noble became ucquuintecl with 
tho Hov. \Vm. Terment, of New ,Torsey, whom she mar­
ried. He dic<l 8 )larch, 17ii; after hit1 death his son Wil­
lium, pastor of n church in Charleston, S. C., cume to J.\'ew 
,Jersey to settle. his fother',rntfoirs, nnd about the lat of Oct., 
liii, started to r1•turn to Charleston with his mother, 
taking his father's valnnble papers with him, bnt when 
nbout fifty miles from Charleston he was taken sudclenly 
Kick, and died 11mong strangers, and his father's pnpers have 
n.ot since been found. l\Ir;i. Tennent soon returned to the 
North, and first went to live wit.h her d1111ghter Mary, who 
who after the dt'ath ot' her first h11sband, Robert Cumming, of 
Freehold, N. J., married second, a Mr. ·w,vncoop, of Bucks 
County, Pa., bnt the daughter died in a fow yours, and Mrs. 
Tennent then went to reside with her gr;inddaughter Annn, 
wife of the Rev. \V m. Schenck, then the pa.~tor of the church 
at Pittsgrove, Solem County, New ,Jersey, where she died in 
178i, in the eighty-fourth y(•nr of her nge. By her first 
husband, ,John Noble, Catherine van Brugh had two children, 
one d. young, tho other. _Mrir!J, b. Bri~tol, E11glund, about 
1720-22, m. 1st, 1746, Robert Cumming; m. 2d,--Wyn­
coop. 

By hersecou,l husband, Rev. Wm. Tennent, besides several 
who died young, she had issue: 

DR. JoaN, b. Freehold, N. J.; d. in the West Indies, aged 
about 33 years. 

REV. WILLIAlt, b. Freehold, N. J.; d. nenr Charleston, S. 
C., 1777, aged abt. 37 years. 

DR. GrtBERT, h. Freehold, N. J.; d. Freehold, N. J., before 
bis father, in 1777, aged about 28 years. 
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APPENDIX" 0." 

Wtlliampe i:an Dorm wns dellcendccl from Pie/er v,m Doorn, 
who, with his wife, ,Ju.11ne1je Ruuclwn, bud n child ,Tunnetje, 
hap. 12 April, 165!), as uppC!al'>1 from the Collegiate church 
recordll. It ill supposed 1hut he rc~idcd on Long Jslund und 
died when his children were young, as thero is no ment:on of 
bis nume among those who took the 011tL of allegiance in 
1687, or in the proservccl tax li~t of those times. 

llis son Jacob v11n Dourn, removed from Long Ishmd, and 
settled in Monmouth County, New ,Jersey, in the year 16!18, 
where his name appears on a jury in 1t.i!l9. The first rec­
ord found of him is ns a member of the church of Brooklyn 
in 1695. About this time, or a year or two previous, he 
married Marytje, dau. of Arie "\Villiumse Bennet and Angen­
ictje ,Junse vun Dyke, of GowanuP. He had 676 acres of 
land near the present village of Hillsdale, the title to which 
he no doubt procured from the fodians, and also the proprie­
tor right from Wm. Penn and Wm. Gibson, to whom these 
lands are assigned 011 Reid's map of 1685. ::le died between 
the dates 24 April, 1719, and 21 }lurch, 172:J, his wife being 
still alive in 1731. Issue: 

Aria, b. uht. 1695, d. 1748-'9, m. 1730, Antje ,Tanse 
Schenck; EnJcn1je, b. abt. lti9i, m.abt. 1718, RoelofSchenck, 
b, 2i April, 1697 ; J ucob, bup. Ii Sept., 1699, m. Altje ,Janse 
Schenck, they bud seventeen children, all but one leaving 
large families; Willinm, b. abt. 1701, m. Altje Cornelisen 
Couwenhoven ; Jacob, b. 21 ;Jan., 1703, <l. 2·6 J1'eb., 1779, m. 
1st, Mnritjc Junsc Schenck, b. 8 Ang, 1712, cl. 31 Oct., 1756, 
m. 2d, 2i Oct., l i68, Rachel Garrctsen Schenck, bap. 2 April, 
1 ilO, and widow ot' Guysbert Longstreet. Ifo resided on the 
western 317 acrt'B of his father's lands, adjoining the village 
of Hillsdale; Angenyetjie, bnp. 29 May, 1705, m. abt.1729, 
Wm. Wykoff, and d. 1782; Catherine, b. liOi, m. Corneiius 
Wyckoff; Abraham, bap. 20 Oct., 1709; Peter, bap. 2 Sept., 
1711, drowned when young in Shoal Harbor; Isaac, hap. l,3 
Murch, 1714-'5, d. unmarried. 

Jr.1.coh v,m Doorn had issue: Jacob, b. 15 Jan., 1731, d. 19 
Oct., 1761, unmarried; John, b. 6 June, 1738, m. abt. 1756, 
to his cousin, Agnite Roelofse Schenck; Sar.1h, b. 20 Feb., 
1741, m. abt. 1761, John Antonides; Aaron, b. 14 Sept., 
174!, d. 14 ,Joly, 1830, m. O May, 1765, GhacyJuose Schenck; 
Isaac, b. 14 March, 1752, d. 7 }fa.y, 1831, m. 3 July, 1784; 
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.Anne Gerretsen Conover; Peter,b. 4 Jul.v, li55, d. ~fay,1884, 
m. abt. li70, Janctje, dau. of Elbert Elbertsen Williamson 
and Willmuptjc Schenck, hap. 12 July, 1758; Anne, b. 27 
Oct., 1756, m. Lewis Thompson. 

Peter oan .Doren lived and died on the homestead of his 
father. lssut: seven 11ons and four daughters; among the lat­
ter was Willia111py, b. 3 .April, 1784, d. near Franklin, Ohio, 
18 Feb., 1866; m. 16 :h'eb., 1803, Dr . .Benjamin DuBois; their 
only daughter, Phebe .Tune Du Bois, m. Benedict Gregory 
Schenck. 

APPENDIX "D." 
THE ROLL OF HONOR, OR LIST OF TIIE UNION DEAD IN­

TERRED IN THE NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 

The names are taken from the roll published by the Quar­
termaster-General U.S. Army, and most of them are those 
of members of the families descended from the Lo11g lsland 
settlers: 

•• On fame's eternal camping ground 
Their silent tents are spread, 

And glory guards with solemn round, 
The bivouac of the dead." 

.A:sTIETAM, MARYLAND • 

.Maybury Schenck, Private, Co. "K," 5th U.S. Artillery, 9 
Dec., 1862. 

IlATo, RQUGE, LouI:,IANA. 
Chas. Schenck, Private, Co." D," 181stXew York, 9 Aug., 

l/:!68. 
Cha..~ . .M. Schenck, Private, Co. '' B," 47th Pa., 20 June, 

1864. 
BEAUFORT, SouTn CAROLINA. 

Wm. L. Schenck, Private, Co.--, 48d (48th ?) Ohio,23 
March, 1865. 

J. Schenck, Private, Co. " F ," 103d New York. 
CBALMETTE, LOUISIANA. 

John Schenck, Private, Co." K," 114th Ohio, 16 Sept., 
1868. 

CoRU,'TH, .MISSISSIPPI. 

W. Schenck, Corporal, Co:' K"--fowa Infty., -Dec. 1286. 
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JEFFEnsON BARRACKS, MISSOURI. 

David II. Schenck, Private, Co." I," 34th Iowa, 7 .April, 
1863. 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

Wril{htSchenck, Private, Co." H," 119th--Infty.; d. 20 
.July, 1864. 

John Schenck, Corporal, Co. ••K," 51st Ohio; d. ~8 Sept., 
1863. 

LlTTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. 

)fathius Schenck, Sergeant Co. "K," 8th Mo. Cav., 10 
March, 1865. 

Gotlieb Schenck,---, Co . ., F," 9th Wis. Cav.; d. 8 
-Oct., 1864, 

MARil>"TTA, GEORGIA. 

John D. Schenck, Private, Co. "C," 125th Ill. Infty., 7 
Sept, 1864. 

NEW BEIL. ... E, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Herman Schenck, Private, Co. "I," 3d New York Cav., 
29 )fay, 1862. 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 

Joseph Schenek, Private, Co." A," 1st U.S. Cav.,8 Sept., 
1865. 

POPLAR GROVE, VIRGINIA. 

Otto Schenck, Surgeon, 46th New York Infty. 

PmLADEl.PH.lA, PENNs1-r.v A......U. 

Alfred Schenck ---, Co. "D," 25th U. S. Infty., 24 
.January, 1864. 

::iAL15B[TKY, SORTU CAROLINA. 

Carroll Schenck, Private, Co." F," 5th Mich. Cav., 6 ,Jan., 
1865. 

Cabrial Schenck, Private, Uo. •• H," 11th Pa., 23 January, 
1865. 

ST. LOUIS, .MISSOURI. 

Henry Schenck, Private, Co. "B," 20th Ohio, 23 March, 
1862. . 

Philip Schenck, Private, Co. "I," 11th Ill., 1 Aug., 1862. 
Wm. F. Schenck, Private, Co. •• C," 2d Mich. Cuv., 11 

Dec., 1861. 
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Vrci.snu,w, '.\I ,ssr;;srPl'I. 

Ezekiel 0. Schenck, Pri,·utc, Co. "H," 7lith-- lofty. 
8 Aug., 18li3. 

Jnscph Schenck--- Co. "F," 8th--- Regt., 4 ,July, 
1863. 

T. Schenck, (So. 574, originally interred at '.\fesscngers' 
Fort, '.\1ississippi.) 

W1Ll!ISGTON, NonTn CAROI,INA. 

Christian Schenck, l'rfratc, Co. "A," 208d Pa. Infty. 

The were other!' of the family who were killed, or died 
during the war, but w)l(lsc rcnrnins ure interred at their homes. 
It is estimated that ahnut twelve per cent. of the Foldiers lost 
their lh·es during the wur, and this list uloue would indicate 
that over two hundred of tlie name must haYe entered the 
army . 

.Besides those already mentioned in these pages, the names 
of the foilowi11g officers al'pear in the " Volunteer Army 
Register," during the war : 

lfojor Theodore II. Schenck, 3d New York Artillery. 
Capt. Elias S. S.::henck, 33d 1Io. Infty. 
Capt ,John Schenck, A. Q. '.\f. 
Capt. Wm. T. Y. Schenck, 119th U.S. C. T. 
Capt Daniel F. Schenck, 50th N. Y. Engineers. 
Capt. Garret Schenck, C. S. 
1st Lieut .• Jacob Schenck, 52d U.S. C. T. 
1st Lieut. John S. Sc:henck, Ad.it. 16th Ill. Infty. 
1st Lieut. ,James W. Schenck,R. Q. lf., :22 N .• J., fofty. 
1st Lieut. Nicholas R Schenck, 1st N. Y. Artillery. 
1st Lieut. Wm. P. Schenck, 14ith N. Y. Infty. 
2d Lieut. Louis Schenck, 41st N. Y. Infty. 
2d Lieut. Jacob R. Schenck, 29th N .• J. lofty. 
Surgeon Conrad Schenck, Sith Ohio Infty. 
Surgeon Julius Schenck, 37th Ohio lofty. 
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APP~NDIX "D." 

The !Iollunrl genealogy of the family is tnken from the 
genenlogy of the family 8clienck van Nydeck, 1346-1872, by 
Col. Van der Dursen, of the Xetherlnnd army, who gives 
the following as some of the sources from which the neces­
sary data for the compilation of his work was obtained. His 
trunslntion is retained, though the phraseolog,v of some of 
the titles indicates a want of perfect fomilillrity with the 
English langnuge : 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Slichtenhorst-XIV. Book,; of Guelrlerland's Iiistor,·. 
Johannes Isaac Pontanus-History of Gddria. • 
Baron W. ,J. D'ALlaing "Van Giesenburg-The body of 

Knight of Veluwe. 
Hans vau cler Luwe-:,.Iilitary Conversation Lexicon. 
]'erben-History of the family Schenck "Van Nydeggel'I, par­

ticularly the General ).fartiu Schenck van Nydeggen. 
Arkste-The old Capital of the Romans, Nimeguen. 
A. Fahne-Ilistory of Cologne. Ju1ich's and Berg:;chen's 

families, I and If to:ue. 
A. Fuhne-Histor,\· of the family Bochbolz. 
Kok-Patriotic Lexicon. 
Baron Leon de Herkenrode-Collections from tombs, epi­

taphs, and banneni of churches and convents of Bes­
cayc. 

Baron Leon de Herkenrode-Records of the Netberlancs, 
of the country of Burgundy. 

-- Genealogy of the family Schenck, in manuscript, 
from 1500 to 1580. 

--- Genealog_,. of the family Byland, manuscript, from 
1100 to 1870. 

Stein D'Altenstein-Annurner.il of the nobility in Belgium, 
tomes 1-24. 

---The Mirror of L'Esbuv. 
La Comhlet-Docurnents Book. 
--- The records of tlie Empire. at the Hague. 
Van Hasselt-History of the (:ieJderlund, and especially of 

the Countt' of Helder. 
-- Court Holl of the Town and Common of Maestricht. 
-- Court Roll of the City of Rosemond. 
-- Memorandum family book of Afferden and Blyn-

beek. 
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The following are the principnl workd and sources from 
which information ha.a been gathered in t!Jo cumpilation of 
these pages : 
O'Cullal!han-Docameatary History of the State of New 

York, 4 vols. Albany, 1850. 
Bergen-Genealogy of the Bergen Family, 18ifi. 
Bergen-Early Settlers of King's Connty, 18!:!l. 
Thompson-History of Long r~lunrl, 2 vols. N. Y., 1843. 
Van Voorhis-)Iemoir of ~Iaj. Wm. Roe Van Voorhis, 

1882. 
Prime-History of Long Island, N. Y., 1845. 
Hampson-Origines Patriciie, London, 1846. 
)fotley-History of the Netherland;1, 2 vuk 
Holgate-American Genealogy. Albuny, 18~8. 
Davis-History of Bucks Conaty, Pa., 18i6. 
Savage-Genealogical Dictionary. 
Schenck-Memoir of Johannes Schenck, of Bushwick, 1876. 
--- Publicatious of various Genealogical and Biographi• 

can Societies. The official records of States, conn• 
ties, cities, churches, &c., besides a large number of 
other works. from which note;; have been taken from 
time to time, and from place to place, without not<;! as 
to the authority. 

NOTE. 
Of cour:;e nothing can be claimed as original in a work of 

this character, it being simply a record of past events and 
persons, and to give due credit for each source of information, 
would be to vastlv increase and complicate the labors of com. 
pilation. • 

.Many dates, and some names, are to be found wanting in 
these pages, although Ion~ and persistent efforts have been 
made to secure them. Letters almost without reasonable 
number have been ·written to obtain all necessary data, but 
in many instances, failure to secure wh:1.t wus de.~ired, espe• 
cially in the matter of dates, and the compiler would sug?:est 
that any one who may :find cause for complai~t becau.."8 
of want of completeneu in any part of the record, should 
see to it that the Rev. Garret C. Schenck, of New Jersey, be 
furnished with whatever is f9und wanting in the preceding 
pages. to the end that his forthcoming work may be complete 
in all its details 
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