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Mr. Orla K. Ste,vart, 

Woodlawn· Heights, . 

Wichita, Ka~sa·s. . 

Dear Orla: 

Cincinnati; Ohio· 

October -15, 1933 

I am going: to· :·try:.· and fµlfill my promise made to you 
when you were here this summer. My delay in doing so was 
partly my fault and part]y my ·misfortune .. 

' . 

I spent a few nours: one i1f ternoon at the library aiming 
to learn something of the Stewarts in Scotland, England and 
even in France.· There were so many different histories of 
the Stewarts that it· was very confusing unless one had the 
time to read them all.: Of course I onlv had time to sketch . . 
through t\vo or three. From these I learn that Stewart ,vas 
the leading clan on the British Isles back in feudal times. 

\ 

In the ye3r 856, King Arthur II · (who was the first 
Ste,vart king) conquered the Picks. One historian, in ,vrit
ing nbout the Stc\\·nrts, clnirried that they ,vere the leading 
fun1ily of the ,\nglo Saxon race. Another wrote that the 
Ste,vart family h:id more influence over the Anglo Saxon 
race than any other. family of people. This· author stated 
that King Edward VII (Father of George, the present ruler 
of England) said in his last days that he was proud of the 
fact that he had Stewart blood in his veins. Nearly .all of 
England's kings ,vere related to the Stewarts. 

· · · A brother of Lewis XIV of France married M~ry 
Stewart of Scotland.. That accounts for the French way of 
spe]]ing our name, Stuart. There was no "W" in the French 
alphabet at that time. 

• · The first Stewart to come tor American Colonies came 
in 1636, only 19 years after the first permanent settlement 
at Jan1P!-il<nvn, Virginia. 

Our ancestors arrived in Virginia about the year 1780. 
Then the Stewarts were scattered all over the island of 
Great Britain. I have every reason to believe· that our 
forefatht1'i, cnme from Gla~gow, Rcotlnnd . 
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\VILLIAM RAINS STE\V ART 
1819-1894 
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After the Revolutionary War the Commonwealth of 
Virginia offered inducEments to her veterans of that war· 
to settle _in the Ohio Va11ev., by giving concessions on farm 
lands. (Bear in mind th1t what are now the states of Ohio 
and Kentucky were territory belonging to Virginia). 

Our ancestors Jiving in what was then Passiac County, 
Virginia in the year 1789, r.,3c~me .a part of a company of 
five fami1ies who, with their· stock and household. goods, 
treveled to what is now Braddock, Pennsylvania, only· a fe~ 
miles up the Monongahela River from Pittsburgh. They 
raised a crop and constructed what ,vas kno,vn as a· ke~l
boat. 

I have heard a great deal about that keel-boat but i 
could not de~cribe it now.-. It must have been a large affair 
to contain that party of five families with their horses, 
cows., pig8, farming utensils, houRehold goocl~, ancl · of 
cot1t'HC, un 1dlotn1tH1t nJ1 chilclt·c!n thnt \\'ere to 1nukc the 



future farmers, merchants, doctors, Ia,vyers, etc., of south
ern Ohio. 'fhe hull of this boat was about as large and 
built on the order of a coll . barge, but of course, was not 
made of sawed lumber; but··hewed with the·axe. The cabin 
was a small affair in the center of the poat, built of logs and 
probably covered with clapboards split from the timber. 

Early in the spring ·of the· year 1790 the five families 
loaded their belongings in this -crude craft., floated out into 
the Ohio River, and down the. beautiful Ohio. 

It was an eventful trip~- I heard Grandpop Stewart 
talk about the trip down the Ohio on a keel-boat many times. 
He was then a boy four years o!d, having been born in the 
year 1786. · 

There was· ·orie death ·on):he trip,· I do not recall who it 
was. They bur~ed the r~m~ins on . the river bank. 

: . , 

They floated down during the day, and landed at night. 
They traveled only about fifteen miles a day, therefore they 
,vere about six ,veeks making the trip. . . . 

. About twenty miles up the river above their landing 
place, the Indians started to attack _them, coming out in 
canoes. The men folks of the five families were armed with 
rifles., so the ,vomen put on h:1 tR, got broom sticks and other 
sticks to rcse1nble guns. 'l"hey all \\'ent out on deck. The 
Indians ,vere getting near-our folks called to them, "Oh! 
YQU black rascals, ,ve just da~~ you. out here." So the In
dians put back to shore. They finally landed at the mouth 
of Limestone Creek, . where Maysville, Kentucky, is now 
Jocated. · 

The Indian~ ,v~re troublesome on the Ohio ~ide.- Natur
ally they did not fancy giving up this fine section of countryr 
Game and nuts of all kinds were plc~ntiful. Our five families 
disembarked at Limestone Creek and moved three miles 
south from the river where .there were quite a number of 
settlers, where the to,vn of Washington, Kentucky, is no,v: 
located. 

The following spring they moved over to the Ohio side 
and located in the country arou1Jd Aberdeen. · 

. The Stewarts located on the hill at the head of a creek 
known UH 11'ishing Gut. Jt is ubout n mile from where-you 
livccl on f ho Ht·ool<ovcr pince. · 
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DRUSILLA VANE ·sTEWART . 
. 1833-1903 

You m1y remember Uncle Jim and Aunt Susie, ·they 
were never married and lived to be verv old. Aunt Susie 
died in 1884 at the age -of 95. · · 

, 

Now the Stewart who was one of the five families th~t 
imigrated from Virginia was of middle age at that time. I 
don't remember his first name but I believe it to have been 
Joseph. 

I wanted to go to the old graveyard where he and most 
of his family were buried to see if his tombstone was still 
there before I wrote this, but was not able to do so. To•·th~ 
best of my recoJlection · he was the father of seven children. 
The two oldest were gir)s. L~vina, who married a West, 
was the mother 9f Joseph,. the preacher, and qeorge., who 
lived ju~t beyond Bentonville for so long. One son was· a 
lawyer and located in Philadelphia. There was one. <.laughter, 
Ellen; who married Wilse Pickeral. I've heard·· my sjster 
Sa Hie. speak of n cl1ughtcr of thiH one HtiJI Jiving at the 



AUNT NANCY STEWART ELLIS 
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home place near. Georgetown., This Joseph, who was the 
preacher, preached Grandpa's funeral. 

No,v the other daughter married a Gray .. I don't re
n1en1ber her nnmc but her husband's name was Johfr. I 
knew quite a number of their descendants. Edgar Gray 
,vas their grandson. He is about your own age and- li:ves in 
Aberdeen. · 

· The next in rotation· according to age· in this family 
was pur grandfather, Jc;>seph .. As I said before, -he was born 
in Virginia in the year. 1786. · He was· in the war of 1812 
and drew a pension on that ac~ount until he died ... He was 
mustered out in 1813 .• ma~ried Elizabeth .Rains· in the year 
1814. . Their first child was Aunt Jane, born in 1816, mar
ried Jonethan Howland. · I do not know the· year of their 
marriage. . There were three . boys and five. girls born to 
them. Joseph, A1ex and John were the boys. I do not 
know much about them. Joe was a doctor. 

·Now the glrh~: ·One,· who. wus alwayM calJed Sis, married 
James Drake and lived near Winchester, Ohio. · Abbie was 
next and sho m·arried Fun So1mon. .'rh<~Y nlHo lived ncur 
WinchuHte1·. 'rho noxl. Snlliu Ann,. mntTiod u man nnm<HI 
Clurk .1111<1 lived JHJnr- 1 ff:nvnlhu, l{unHnH. Luvluu mnrrfud n . . . ·' . . 



DIAS ALEXANDER ELLIS 
Aberdeen, Ohio. 

(Taken latter· part 19th century). 
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man named Cahill and .lived at Richwood, .Ohio. , Laura, the 
youngest, lived in .Union County,. Ohio, near Richwoo~.--.. l 
do not kno,v ,v ho she married.. · 

.. . . . ' 

Aunt Jane visited Aberdeen when.she was•9ff.-yea_rs oict.: 
She stayed at Aunt Nancy's and kin folks all went in• to~see' 
her. -_._ Aunt Abigal_ di~d whe~ ~he w~s 14 years old. 

. The next of. Grandp~~s daughters was Aunt Sallie Ann,': 
born: in 1818, and married She:phard Howland. ··To. them: 
were born six: boys and one girl. · John Lewis-. married •a;·. 
sister of Uncle Turner•: Edgington. Joseph ·was. next.·- -'I 
don't know who he married. · The last I knew·• of him• he 
lived .in Douiphan County, Kansas. _ Alex and:. Billie· were. 
old bachelors and lived to be old men, near Winchester. Tliey: 
died only a few years ago. Albert married ·a KendeU, a niere 
of Aunt Hester's. I do not know who Bob married. ·I· did 
know_ F~nnie married- but cannot remember at this .time. . . 

.: · Now comes· your father, Uncle- -Billie. . He was ·born· ·on~ 
Eagle Creek about three miles ·fro·m Ripley, according to· my· 
recollection, in the ·year 1819; He spent his young manhood· 
on· .a farm owned hy Grnndpop near whut h( now called 



Neal's· Sto1~e,. They ·moved to Russelville while he was yet 
iri his teens. ~ · Th~y -lived th~re _only· a few years. Then 
they. moved to· the::place where Uncle· Joe Jived for so Jong. 
They bought this place from Old Man Green lie, father of 
Old Sam Gr~enlie; ·•who was· for a long time at Bradysville. 
He married in about 1849 · I•·:am · not ' .. sure ·of·: the year) to 
Drusilla Vane,: daughter of.: Henry Vane·, one of Adams 
County's ,foremost pioneer .1citizens. There were eight boys 
and .three girls born to them~-,-_. · 

. . . . , 

• ,I l ~ • I • • I . I • • 

. Th'e boys were:· Joe .Henr.:v., John,-·Lewis Cass, Virgil 
Alexander, Orla Kenfon, James Hanson," Albert Homer, and 
Edgar McLain .. The ,girls were named Laura (whom we 
called Sis) t Melissee and Maggi~.- I do not know their dates 
of° birth,. but I think Joe H~~ry was born in_ 1850. I know 
Alr.,~rt Homer was born M1rc·h 4, 1865, and Maggie was 
born in 1875. 

Next comes Uncle John, horn in 1823. He was not as 
polished as his older brother and I have heard of some of 
his capers as a young m1n, but ,vhat a christian he was! I 
am very proud of his Christian life and in my Sunday School 
class I often ref er to him and some of the things he did and· 
said. Uncle John married first Sarah Ellis, daughter. of 
Samuel Ellis and sister ·of Uncle Le,vis Ellis. I have heard 
Uncle Joe say thut Jcseph Lewis (Joe Lew) ,vas a baby in 
nrms ,vhen his n1othcr died. He said he ,vas a boy then and 
had the care of the 1,aby. Uncle John next married Hester 
l{endell, daughter of Jessie Kendell of Locust Grove. There 
,vere six girls and three boys born to them: Sarah, Allie, 
Ma_rtha,. EJnora, Annie. ~nd Maud. The boys were: .Jesse, 
an infant whose nam~ I do not know, and Orange J .. Waite. 

Next was my f.ather, Alex1nder (Nick-named Sandy). 
I-Ie was born April 17, 1825. I-Ie married Matilda Grimes, 
daughter of Samuel Grimes of Southern Spring Township, 
in February, 1861. There were three boys and three girls 
born to them. rrhey are: Elizabeth, born December 4, 1861; 
Park, born Januarv 29, 1864; Aseal., born March 30, · 1866; 
Sallie, born July 12, 1868: Louise, born February 5, 1875; 
and Samuel ·JoReph, born January 17, 1878, nU of whom ·are 
now living. • 

Next in order 'iH Aunt Nancy. Aunt Nancy married 
Lewis Ellis.· son of Samuel- ElJis. I don't know where he 
lived _then, but he died in To11shoro, I{entucky. (I am giv
ing no dates here 11:-1 I know none). 1'h<n·c were two boy-:; 
nn<l thrc<· ~it·lH. 'rhc~ hoyH wuru, .T,,hn J◄'J'uuldiu, und l)htH 



JOHN M. STEWART and 

-'HESTER KENDELL STEWART, His Second Wife. 
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Alexander.·· The girls were J emsie and Laura.·· Martha 
married John Carr Sutton. Jemsie died when a young lady 
and never married. L!:l.ura married Nelson Sutton and 
Alexander and F'rank never married. · · 

No\v ,ve come to Aunt Vina. I do not kno,v in what 
year she ,vas born, but I think it was in 1830. She did not 
marry until she was ,vell. up in the thirties. She married 
Turner c.· Edgington, sori · of Jesse Edgington_;·of near Ben
tonville. Three children ,vere bor.n to this couple, two girls 
and one• boy. Id1 was the oldest, then Charlie, and Effie 
was the youngest. 

• 
Next we .come to the.youngest, Uncle Joe.He was born 

in the· year 1832, ,vas educated by old Father McCauley and 
married Jane R~ins, daughter of Alexander Rains of near 
Aberdeen. They were the plrents of seven children, four 
boys and three girls. They were: Irene, the oldest; Isaac. 
Newton .. John AJexander,Joseph, QordeJia, Patrick and Cqr~. 

· (This may not be just the order in ,vhich they came) .. Two 
died in their infancy .. NewtQn died in the year 1900, aged 
thirty-five., and Irene died three years ago, October 1, here 
in Cincinnati, aged 69. . Patrick is in an insane asylum. 
The Jast I heard "of hjm about two ye:irH ugo he was alive. 
John 11ncl his wife come to Ree me this Rummer. Cora lives 
ncnr A hui·d \ •c ·n. 



•·ORLA._KEN~O.NY-$TEWART · 
(Taken .late~· part Niiiet'0enth Cen_tury). 

································· ...... ., . .., ....... . 
'fhere were three more children of the pioneer who 

came down_ the Ohio 1iver in a keel-boat who were younger 
than Grandpop, they were, . Aunt Susie; and Uncle Jim. 
They never married. (You may have seen them, Orla, I 
never did). · They made their hon1e together and lived to a 
great old age. Uncle John \\'US the youngest. I don't know 
,vho he married but I do kno,v he hsd a good sized family. 
I only knew t,vo of tpf m, Hiram., who was the father of Dan, 
David, Jim, Saul, Monie and Nelson, and Abbie Teeters, the 
mother of Dudley-Teeters and quite a number of girls whose 
names I do not recall. · .. Two· of Uncle. John's boys settled in· 
Eureka, Kansas. One ·of UncJe John's boys., named Joseph, 
lived somewhere in Il1inois, I believe it was Peoria. I used 
to hear father say he was quite well off. 

This completes the genealogy of the Stewarts down to 
your and my generation ~o far a8 I am able to give it .. · I 
have· no doubt that a Jot of corrections .could be made. I 
will enclo~e a diagram which wi11 make it easier. to compre
hend. I hope this finds you enjoying good health. 

Yours truly, 

PAS:LS PART{ A. STRWA11T. 



ALBERT HOMER STEWART 
1321 Clayton St., Oenver, Colo. Publisher \Vho Sele~ted the Pictures 

UHNl from tho Albu1ns of His Mother nnd His Own. 

·············~··························~······~ 
GENEALOGY OF STEWARTS. 

· Joseph Ste,vart-Born May 1, 1786; died March 15, 1878. 
Elizabeth Rains Stewart-March 26, 1790; October 8, 1861~ 

Their Children 

Eliza Jane Howland-Oct. 26., 1816; March 26, 1909. 
Sallis Ann I-lowland-April 18, 1818; September 8, 1881., 
Wiliiam. R.· Stewart-Sept. 10, 1819; November 22, 1894. 
Abigal Ste,vart-May 29, 1821; December 29, 1841. · 
John M. Ste,vart-August 30, 1823; May 4, 1897. 
Alexander Stewart-April 17., 1825; June 15, 1883. 
Nancy Ellis-September 2·9, 1828; March 23, 1903. 
Lavina Edgington-August 6, 18:30; ....................... . 
JoHcph AuHt in Stewart-8cpt.cmer '1, 18:32; Aug. l 0, 190'1. 



Relatives may obtain a copy by writing the 

Author-Historian, or the Publisher. 




