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Collections 
RELATIXG TO THE 

F:a ll1 i I y o f-

On the Origin o_f the ·surname. 
. -

THE surname of S1 iff has been associated with the -c"ountv -
of Gloucester for close i1pon five hundred years· at least1 

and though at pre:.~cn-t .;.....-e have ho evid:::-nce of its -existence 1n. 
Gloucestershire at an earlier period than the .eon1n1encetnent of 
the fifteenth centur'j9, there is docurnentary proof that per~~ns' 

. of the name ,v.ere li'\·mg in the adioir.:.inf::: coum:v· of YVias some 
, .. . '-· .. .._. ~ 

t\vo or thre~ hundred years before that date, thus carrying. it. 
back to_ a time ·not very long after- Domesd.1y Book . 

. A.lt,houghihe Stiffs have :ne\;er ta.ken any prerliinent .pijsition· 
· in Glom.::estershire~. it still. may. be of int:.::test if we atcempt to 
trace the'· 6rigin. of .the· family and_ derivation c-f this ~urna!!le, 
£)r there is some. reason to·. believe that it belongs to. the -~·ery 
◊ldest class of_Eng1ish f.an1ily names, those which are patronyrnic 
in their ch2.racter; ar'ld are derived from_ the ancient pt:rsonal 
names brou,g-bt d.;•:er from ·the. corit-inent hv the earlv Teutoriic 
... .; "·~ ~ .. ·,.. ... · .: "·.- . . ., . . ,,.._. . . .. . 

1~~.7aoe~s or n-nta1n, ::rnost Q! ,,·lnch, n-)'>'-~e"f:er, fell intD disuse in.. 
. . ' . . . 

(J,r.,,:;:f>nu.~nc,:;. n/ ·t·h.c. .,· .. ,-n,·•~1 -,~on-·~ 11 .,:..,•L· ""fo .. l-,~- -~,,n>l,1.-;·,.~n· •"{-:.. 
. ...- .... -~"- ~ . """ -· ~. ,._.." ""-'-' - . '- --~ ... _,.<::.:..J.. '- '--1 ....... "-..., • t..J.J..i..::, 4-v .... __ ..:..._ .. ..,._.1.•.,_ l. :t. C: 

_a;-~ dra,TI1· bY-1:.hc fact that all instances-:of"the name, h01~e,;er . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . 

. (::i.dy m:iy bt: ·t·heir _ datt", are: ,sithout. the_ p.r..::fix of _2;::1y ·µ:i~ .. iclc1: 



.like "le,"· .. ,:, at,~' or:'~de~': su:cli as ar6 usu~llv fo"t1nd associated \Vi.th 
~ th.o~e nam~s- ~vhich ar~ derived fro~" the· bcc~j)atic.{g ·_. or ·-place of 
_·-.origin _ of' those /\Yho first acquirep -them.; .:-": ·. · · -~ · . · 
· •·_.The · etymology of .th:e family .nomericlatute . o(:-~ngiand . is . ~a .. 
science stiff in its infancy~,. being·{i~deed, .to a ver./:gr~at, eXtt~rit, 
little more than i..iesS.\YOrk~·aii·a. it fuust remain s01.:hitil_ surnames 
are .mdificlually traced back to .their. res·pecthre focalities and, 
through the . changing . forms: ,vhich OCC!f·r in records,.· to the 
earliest periods afwhich they_can be found~ ..... 
. ·rn. attempting tben to ascertaiil the ·origin and early histO:J' 
of a surname, the principalquestions to be considered are the· 
'\~2..rious forn1s it may take, the· earl}· recorded e.xamples, and t:l~e 

. ]o~ities in "\\""hich.it is found~· and in · the case_· of a: patronymic 
.the origin of -the·· ·personal name . upon. ,vhich it is- bas,ed. 
"This we shall· seek to do "\Vith the surname with which v~~e are 

~ . ; . 

. now concerned. · _· .~- nan1e· consisting oniy of a single- syllable, · 
like Stiff,· 6!:rdous1v.does not adrr .• it of much variation: ·offoim, a 
fact-which; of cou;se· from the view ofthe:geneaiog-1s_t~.is.no. small. 
advantage. . ' . . . . . . 

. ........ - . . . ·-•-. . ·-

:The·surnanie'of·stiif.is one of a g-roup of three ·no\v~_existing-
- .. . .· '-.,;.; . ... . . ·, .• .· "-" 

nam~s which a:re probably identical in their o_rigin·. -· These are 
Stiff, Steff, and Staff. The -i1rst seems t°"·be -the form niostlv in 

. . . . . ' . . . . . . . ' . : . ., 
use in the "\Vest· of :England,· and the two- 'latter in · East .Anglia .. 
Steff, at present a . veri rare . ~anie, is apparently.· becoming 

. -e~inct through absorption in the !a.lJ.ks of either the .Stiffs. or 
the Staffs. There are: otherfo1.111s, no longer· extant, depending 
upon the alteration .· in the vowel, t.h.e . change of· ''t" into "· v/' 

. and the addition of the iettei "t." That -these ~raria.nts are 
.interchangeable forms, there is in most ·cases· amp.le do.currientary 
· ·evidence. They maf be arranged as in-the _f¢Hoi.ving ta,ble-. --. 

Stuf and Stuph. . Stefe~ Stiff, ~tyffe, . Stcft· _· . Sta.if. 
S .. · St. i:;:::,. · - · . d ~t-:+T.P· St0 a--~ . ;· · trve. ee1l,. an ._. ,1..u--. \,;,.1..!.1.., •.. -

·,· /. . ~~·.c·· .... 
Stife. ....ti1t~ St1fft,. -

· St1·e&- · S+-~e· "'.lTn·d · .. . . .t.. . .,yJ..t:I.. t '---'- . 

Styfe:- · :·:_ -_: .. Steyfte. · 

Vlith t_he _ex:ception of Stu£: Stuph; $tive,: Steff, a!!d ·st~ff, all 
-these v~ant. forms-: -occur• in the parish registers, \vills/an:d oth~r, 

' . . 

:.· '..• · Sti.ft or -Stifft does n,ot-:·now exist as a surname .in -England, .and only 
.· a:ppears occa$iq!l-'WY··in parish r~ff~ters: arid the like._ .. If, ho:\vever~i~ fou.nd . 

011.- the. conti:Cf.:!14. 2:nd occurs :in' .Au-stria ·where, actor.ding to·-,,·Rietst~r/ 1 
.. 

there i::;,a faE1i,y. of b~l1·ons· ofthis ·name •. · ,As'. a slight c0ruirmation of th<::: · 
. identitv :of St.:tf. and Stiit, it ,mav-be.!lotea.,· that a· rec.ent -edition of -.Kelh,·',s 
,. : . . . . ,.-~. .. ' .. '. . . . . -~ . . . . . . ·' . ~ ·. 

London Stibtrrban,.Dh~ecto:-y. enters_· :i lady named -Stiff ·under tlie speJ.lbg 
SruTt .. "t'.H'.:,. n1·-, .... ~ .,.,·1;;;0 comp"'"""'-f-!,;:. r\•1ma-: {'.!,ffr, .,,.,j ·c··1;f+- . . .. .. ~-¥ '- • .., ,.. ~--- '-.a.._,, ......... """ , .. ~ ..... ..., . ._, .. ~,lw "~ • ___ .._ ... . ~ . . . . . . . . 



The Fam£lj· o_f. Stiff: 
. . . . -

records relating to 'tf.e Gloti.Cestershir-e Stiff~ . in: lhe fffteenth, 
si.~teentFi_, · an-d seventeenth centuries~·. Th~t ·stiff a-r:id Steff are 
identiGal ·. is shown~- by' t~e registers of· St. l\Iagnus, Lo~dcn1 
Rridge, the .~Yi11s- or th~ Northamptonshire Stiffs.· and . Stelfs~ 
and records relatin~ to the Steffa ·and Stiffs of Drinkstone· in 

. . . ' ~ .· . ' ' .· :· .· . - . . . . . ' .·.· 

Suffolk.· \Ye have at present no documentary· evidence to· show 
the identity of Steff· ,,rith -Staff, · and · Stiff· with ·stuf,: but· that: 
they are etj~mologicallythesame there can·be no·doubt.~ -

Locally the families· ,,·hich bear the name· of Stiff, if we­
except comparatiYelymoderri settlements in great trading centres 
such as London and BirminghaiTi, seem to· be almost wholely 
~onfined to ·a zone or district extending' sornething like five: and 
twenty miles on either· side o( a line drawn'.. from· Bristol to.· 
T.owestoft. . \V:ithin this zone, 5everal families of Stiff and· Steff 
have -bt;en settled-1 bet,vee.n whom for the last three -or four 
c_enturies: no kinship :can be traced, although of course it is 
bv no. means improbable. when we consider· how few families 

~ - . . . . . 

0 r "'", "' .. 1- ., · ~ .J h o • ·-e · 1 oc- i : .,. - d :: ~ · ~ ... " - t -t ~ -. ... 1.ne-na.me _1..uere a.re1 anu .1. '\'\· v ry 1 d..u.t:.c . u_ 1.::i, ula. a. :,On1c 

·. early period. they- may have b_ranched. off from· one .. common 
stock, and .. that an agnatic blood relationship exists,. though­
:remotely~ bet\veen .most of those who bear the name. \Vhether -- - . . .. . . 

this be so or .not, is, .ho">',--eYer,.. a point ,ve c~nnot hope tc 
· determine.. The count{es· in. ·which the name 1s chiefiv found 

. . . . .. · . . . . • ... J . .· , •' 

· <luring the last three . or four. centuries, are Gloucestershire, 
Berkshire, and liampshire, Northamptonshire and Suffolk. 

The GlliUCt!jfcrshi"re· Stiffs appear _at Ha¼°k-=sbury· a~ early _as 
t~e year r4-r9,, and they are found in the regis'ter of that parish 

. zlO\'I._Z!_: to'. the. ;.-ear ·-±826. ·Branches of this familv. settied iri 
. . . . J . . . . . . . J 

Kings,wood_,' '\Votton~under-Edge, Dursley,_ Cam_, arid 1:ley, and 
"',vjth o:-ie 0r · other of · these place~ . they are still. _connect~d~ 
One H:ie, 'presumably an' offshoot of tp.e H~w-kesbury.: -Stiffs, has 

· . existed in the neighbouring vil1_age of Iron .-~cton for a very 
con3i<l~ra:ble:.· period. 'fo this latter famiiy belong the Stiffs of 

·. Dover, · ~ho settled ·· there . in.• the beginning of this· cen~ury. 
0thers · ~se:re .· settled ·at. :Chipping Sadbury,· "\Vickwar, :and North 

· ... _1';a-1e· ·117 · · ··,· 
;,. >-U~ t •. . . 

. . In : Br.'rkshzre the name. -appears'· at _ l~ast as : ·early as _ r 584·, 
¢.nd pers~ns beai~ng it. ,vere living·in·.the" ·county ear!y· in' the 

·" •:: ScebcJo-.,~ ~vhere the· etymology cf Stiff in the various Teuto:ruc:la;g.iages 
1~ to'..1_d1r~d ~l~)C,r:, ··It may be '\YO:-th ·~·hile notfci.~~ that in" Scotl:ind,. where 
·~r~ey say •; ,-.ni.11 ~~ for •• ~iH/' English people name-d Sti..tf are sometim;.-s 
· •i~l~n:'.:f~ •~.Stuff •. _ C9mpi1re aiso Clutterbuck ,a.ng ~Clitt~rbooke, Brunne!::>"ley 
.~'1d Brin~k:y~ Duckot ~nd Didcot> , . · ·· - . ·· 



· tiresent ·cent12n:-; The · di":::tric!s wfHi" ·\~rbich · the~·- Stiff.4 were .. . . .· -
a5.5bciated :·are ·jn. ~Iid Berkshire rOund' · abqut : Lam bournef 

·. arid. on,. th~ southern ed.ge: of the county ·adjoining: Hampslzire, 
jn'·the northern part of,vhich countythey appear as early as 1509 . 
.\Ve find:·them · at Sherbome, Pamher, -· Brarnley, Strathffe1dsaye, 
~rid Silchester': at ,vhich ·last place they still ()\\"TI property. 

. . . . . ' ... :· . 

In 1.'\~..,rthamptf1ttShire~- the subsidy roils sho,v -a Robert Stene 
' at Norton, in ! 524-5. Tlie ,viH of Robert Si:yffe~ .of N Orton, ,ias 
· =proved Is+8-6r, and that of Richa:rd:Steff~ of Norton, in I556-:-7• 

Other Xorrhamptonshire nlace$ with -i·hich thev were connected 
. . .. .· ' .t,· . ·. . ~ . . 

were '\Vhilton, Braunston~ . Rothenhorpe, · and- Floore.:· _ The 
. will of \Yilliam St1.ffe~, of Glendon, was prqved in· I 724. _ 

. . . . 

1n.:Be4fordsh£re we find -the wi!L of Eusebius Stiff,: of E~stow,.. 
which was prov·ed iri 1723. · 

,Jn ~)ll_ffolk there is; at ·the present day, quite a numerous clan of 
Stiffs ... ·some fe,i.· of ·them seem to have been en1igrants from 
other districts~ but the majority· are. doubtless·· indigenous to 

, the cOi1nty, that is- to· say they can be traced ill the earl)~ part 
of the sixteenth-century .. A.ncie~tly, the:n10r.e usual spelling 
follo'\'\ed·in East _,\ng-Jia seems to.have been St~ff, a form which 

• - . \J. . . 

has been almost whoielr supersed~d by Stiff,: 

The,vill ofSimon Steffe, of'\Yooipit~ was pToved in 1529-38~ and 
~ith that village and the neighbouring ones of Drinksto~ Norton, 
and Rougharn,' the Stiffs are still connected. . 

Anne Steffe- of Drinkstone:- _ in I 585, n1arried John· Stevens; 
. alias Ca-tor. James Steffe of Dr.inkeston, youngest son of John 
Steffe of the same place, in. 1668 filed a bill- in._ chaac~ry a~inst 

.his· brother John ·steffe:. claiming certain _copyholds bj,. virtue of 
-the:qu~om of borough.English~ In his brother~s reply, :ho\1.·ever-, 
. the narne isthro'ughout.spelt Stiffe, thus -forming ~n interesting 
. n.roof of the'identiti- of the t\VO surnames. · 

~ . . . 

. The-re :was a. famih~ of Steffc · settled -:at -Tuddenham·" at. the· 
. . . ~ . . . . . 

ena.~:9f the si~"teenth centiny·~ · several of ,,,horn. ,vere fducated at 
·r:manuel. College,·Cambridge,and became :clergjmen .. John -Steff 
'graduated·', at:' Clare'' College ', in . I 672·~ < and. :<George Steff in 
'1675. and··:the.:'form~r·· .. may,.be the-,_Rev~ John. Steff,.re-ctorof 
.··wrenti1am,:•'¢ho•died·in··1723,.:·and whose son :the Rev~,':f.hornas 
Steff,' . of Taunton, ·· pubHs-hed': a- ·volume: .. of seTinons ·in· 174 J:. 
1Vhether the Stetrs .. of Tuddenham • ~nd .. \Vrentham-·were· one 

· and. -tbe · s:irfre · famih~. Dr \;.-hether thev ,,:ere .connected· with -the 
Steff~·-or .Stiffs of :\Y~~lvit an(_l.Drinkit;ne~ we are unable t~ ·sa~.;~ 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . ,. . .,. 



TJ'ie FaJJLZ:l;y .. o.f Stiff. 
.. 

The general .result then is this.: ~ire find t:.11at in. ·the. sixteenth · 
c;mtury _tb.f.'.re txisted. ~ome fi;.,·e · or six· ditTerent groups of the 

. name~_..extreme1y l9calized, and appare~tiy not then related t'o 
. each other. These .. were~ . . . 
. . . t . . . ' .) . 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE •. Stiff, Stefe, Ha'Vkesburv, Cam,· 
. . . . . - and Srifr. D,ursley~IronAt;tbn,from r+_ i9. 

HAiIPSHIRE and 

NoRTHA:\fPTox. 

· ScFFOLK. 

· -Stiff. 
Stiff. 

Steff or Stiff. 
Steff or·Stiff. 

Steff. 

S: 1 r-h 0 .. s~er J..t....... \,,., I.. •· 

Lambourne. 
Norton, Glendon._.·. 
·\Vooipit, Drinkston. ·· 
Tuddenham. · 

,,. l 509 .. 

" 1584. 
n 15z4~ 
,, 1529* 
,, I 598·. 

Leisure has not permitted the taking_ of an accurate census of 
the natne, though:that of course .is possible, since 1S3i1 through 

. . i . ~ . r t1i R... .. ... . ,...., .,,. . . Pn·~ n . t . .. , . c-
tie recon.1s Oi. .i.~e ;J. eg1s1.rar-,_;i:eneraL s OL~ ce. .vu~ a SLuety 01 
the bjrih regjsters for the period of five :·ears ending 188 .i leaqs 
to the ·conclusion· that there ,\·ere. nearly t,vo ·thousand. Stiffs,. 
Stetfs or Starrs. livin-;Z ·at,.that date. This calculation is· based 

. ~ . . 

. on. the supposi:io-n tna.L the· rate of births in families bea..-ring 
these names is _a normal: on.e. ·The. exact figures ate. shown. 1n 
the follo\ving t_able :-·. ·-· 

STEFF 
STIFF 

,, 
,, . 

,, 
,, 

24. ,, ,, 
. lJj, ,, ,, 

- ,, 14-0. • 
,, re--""' ~, 

'i' .r940. 

Staff 2.nd .Steff are mainlv East Angl.ian forms, and all the 
· nilmes seem now commqn~r there than in the \Vest· ot England". 
tho.ugh we. have, but few notes ·about the · Staffs. There. is~ 
bo~:rever; some reason.to believe that this is ·a·ue to an abnormaf 

· increase amongst, the Suffolk Steffs ·and: Stiffs. during .the last. 
hundred and :fi.ftv··years. · · · · · · · · · 

Accordi;ig···to., Sharon 'Turne~,.-the popuiation .· of England' at 
. the time of D·omesdav w~ not less than · t,vo . mi11ioni in other 
. words about . a thirt~~nth of ·what it·. was ·at the ·censu~ of r s8t* 
·consequently if the various families of St~ffs~ ·_Steffs~· and· Sdffs 
hav~ increased· a± the norm_al ratio during theJast e-ight hundred 

.. years/their·nurnberi.n .. theyear 1086. could not have· bxceeded·-t40 
or I 50. persons. about ten of \vhom \VOUI d represent the modern 
Steffs;·.~bout si .. xty the.· Staffs; . and. about eighty. the Stitts. ·. As-

- . ' . . . 

. • A:s a ccntrast ~t· may be mentioned that the Smiths lfring at. t.lie s~u:::ie 
_!l..li.c numbered not less·_th;in· 356:91.5 perso~. · ·· 



- ' '. 

The Favii(v :o.f Stf(f. 

. en:n· O?t e can prc)bably nfrm bPt arnongst his recognized kindred 
some fourteen or fift<'en who bear the same surna-me as .himself1 .. 

, · there '"~ould he .about ten · fan:iilies . onlv ._. .to represent .the 
:fJomesday··progenito!S' gf· the modern'~taff:.:;., · Sreff~;·and~-Stiffs .. · 

· . Since the name.,. so. fur _as researches go, is :.corr1mon · only to> the 
Teutonic· population of England and -·the continent, weyenture 

<to sug-E"est that its· bearers· are of Sa"\:on descent. and that their 
~~ . .· . . . . . . 

b , r · ., . 'd . f rcmot.e .. ancestors may: e sougnt · . .1.or .amongst .tne 1n·ra ers o 
. Britain in the· fifth and. sb:t.h ·centuries.· Emig-rants. into a new· . . . ~ . . . 

country, if they \\°'ould hold ·their· ow·n, nirist-· increase far•:· more 
raoidh· than the normai ratio of settled lands and therefore a 

.. ..J .' • . . . .· 

· · sn1aU clan consisting' of ten or_ a dozeri Jamflies in 'the time of. 
\Y:illiam the Conqtie.ror may very well h~ve:· descended .. irom a 
single ·co~mon • ancestor or . stockfather, living four or five 
hundred vears earlier.% 

' ~ . . 
V , 

·, .A: ... -r.nonzst the Teutonic sett1ers in Enzlarid in. the firsf half .of 
,' the ,· sixth . centu~y;. ,,~as a Jutish cb.iefta}n named ';Sttif, . °\\'hO · 

. landed in rhe Isle of \Vight in 'the year st-~. · Cerdic, . the · .first 
King oFthe-\Vest 'Saxons~ was his unde, and he himself '\'",as 
the founder of a family ,vhich, three .centuries later,: still'occupied 

:. a ·very ·prominent position, since ·we are ·tqld· that one·, of his 
. descendants·· wa's- Oslas, the· .'·'famous" ·'Chief· Butler :of ·IGng 
Ei1-r&hvu1f: · · Tlh:: kin.g-.•indeed married · his daughter· :Osburgh, 

· ·. who- became· the mother -of .. A...lfred· the Great. · The' chroniclef 
in recording these facts,: deems . it needful. to inf onn. us that 

·. (2ueen· o·sburg:h ·was :noble, not on.ly by' disposition, but also· by 
dt~<ient fron1 the Goths ~nd. Jutes~ ·being -~of· the race of Stuf 
et \\.:\5btgar.'~-. King·:A.lfred.was··born.at '\Yan!age, a. -fact· which 

. renders it not unlikeiv that the race of Stuf mav have m1g-rated . J . . . ~ . . V 

nC1i'th,\·ards~ and· settled in Berkshire. And .'the ulace-naines in 
. . . . ' . . . . ~ . 

the neighbourhood· of "\Yantage, as we .shall presently seei !end. 
support: to· the .sugg~stion ·that. a· .. clan.. of: Stifingas, ··• the 
:·de~c~fidants. of Stuf~ lived -thereabouts .. · . If this be· so, -it is a 
remarkab1e coincidence that· ·for centuries. we .should ·find: the 
name Stiff 'existing 'in the COllilt}"· .· Though the' su:ggestiOil may . 

. seem a bohl orie to make1 it is. possible that t~e• modern Stiffs in· 

. . ~ •·x·~m~esv.--hich: remain·comp':lratively~rein themother:co~mtry, maybecome 
. o? freqnent occurrence in a colon,..·, as the .exp.erience ·of America <luring· t_he 
. 1:-~'.\t .. t!:ree hundred years amply <lemon.strates. .There are _in- the, Unit~d 
. :--it;it~--: rn::mv familie< nO\Y C:::J.ire nurrrer<}US, \Yho trace their Jine;t£e front one.· 

C<,•FHffH.IU ;{nc~tcr· ··...-~to ~.ett l6d, ·it Xt::\~,' Enzhn<l a Co~nle of cent:ciies.,back. · 
The s~1~. pro~:es.~ : (ipubtJ.ess · <)tten happene<i · mrh: 1h';! • families :of t·e.utoi:ric- · 
:a;:ctder-; m. £r,gbrr1l in t.he t1fth.and sixth centuries. 



The Fa?nil_y £if St-iff. 

T,'·.., J ,-'! ·· ·b -:i;- .. "-1 ·•·•?.·~~,:,, .d ~ f .'?'"'n thA· ,...n,"~h r-.h"af~ ; ~- ,.. 1.I.tg a.nu.may e U.teCL > <.,eS<;,::e:Il eu .fO,,... ·• ~ J-...tl.:, · 1..,:.u.li.,,.t.a.1.U ,...,tUI,. · 

.who fiourished:mqre.thanthirteen centuries ago.·- . . 
But t_his . suggesr:iOn is only possible on the ass.urription· that 

manv n1odem .Enilishn:ieri. derive their·'. surna1nes from.· the:·· 
,· ' J ., .. ·. . ~- . . .; . . . '· . •' _._: _:. 

~ncic?t personal n.ames in use before the· day~ of the·· ~o~_an 
1nvas1on. · · 

This . suggestion. compels .US to dig;ess . :somewhat, .. a_nd_. to" 
consi~er ?Ome,vhat the ... \n,glo~Saxo.n. systc111 af. per?onal · names; . 
and its effect upon OUT modern family nomenclature. . Too . little 
attention. has been paid to_ the subject., am1 ·~~Titers on surnames 
usualir assume that such did not beco.me:hereditanr uritiI·-som°i! - . . . . . ~ . . . 

ti.me after_ .the I\"om1an _Corique?t, a view~··whi'ch there seems som~ ·-
reason to believe is an e·rroneous one. . . . .. · .. -... 

·undoubtedly there must tave been a large number of familie-s 
,..,.·ho-.readi,ly changed-:_their: surnan.1es, .perhaps every generation,. 
iust as v.-as ,the \Velsh. custom until-latelv~ if i.TJ.deed the. pra_ctice 

- • ' • • • .. J • • -

be even no~,v extinct .. Eut-Dome;;da\· book affords us unmistakable 
. . ' . ' . ,,, 

. evide~ce about· fan1ily or hereditary norrien~lature,. for its pages 
sho~.v US .. : that the _ancest_or~ of.such·. families a~ . Poyntz, "Byron, . 
. Berkeley; _etc~, in the eleve_nth century, used· the s·a~e surnames·_ 
as do their .descendants in the nineteenth, · and: §1laron: Turner 
quotes sqme charters of the tenth· centun~~ jho,:dn·g the existence· 
then of a· famiiv bearing the sumarb:e ~f Hatte, a name \°\'"hich 

. still exists· amongst our family nornen<;:latrire .. • _· . . . . . 

Th·at 1ve· so rarely me.et with surnames. in· Ang-lo Saxon charters . - . . ' . . """" . . . . 

may be due. to the fa.ct that a man's baptismal designati_on \Vas 
par e:.Y:celience his nai--ne, and therefore the only one \\rhich ought. 
to be recorded in a leg-al documeni. · •. 

: -......; ·. . - . --

0 f the ·va~t number. of Sa.,~on person.al:names, only- a very few 
indeed ate-·still used in baptism. ,The rest are uttedy extinct 
;ind· forgotten, or exist o~Ii embedded . a..111ongst . o~r .family 
surnames~.- From t.hern have,originatedac1ass of eariy patronymic. 
surnames derived from the.personal_ appellation of some remote 
fon.:fathe_r,-·just asin later centuries arose the n~mes,of \Yilliarnson: 
jnd \Villiams, ·, '\'Vatson. and· V\:-atts,,_'"_.Richards~ · Thomas, etc~ 
The ·1att~r · ,ve · maj:· appropriately ·style the:-_-:neo-patronyn11cs :. 
-t!~e former are the_pale~-patronymics~ . . -·_· . . . 

jir~ E' .... ~~ Free~an i:i· his Histontof the-:·Norman ·Conquest~. 
t:J.S fiOinted· o.ut that. if \Ye could trace \\:hen Knott" came into. 
ts~:~·-as a···surtiame~ ,ve: should have a clue ~to the period when 
Knu~t ceased to be a personal · nam-e._ .~d. the 'con\·erse · -0f 



8 S.il·-1-T 
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-.(:ourse ... 1.·ould indicate. the b.ti::st date ·to ·which 1ve ·couicL ass;:rn 
..• the adoption of IZnott: or Xutr as an hereditarr surname. ... 
. . ,.· .. ,· . . . . . . ,.. . . 

That, n1anr. of the Angk, Saxot1 personal names must bavt~ 
:. been adopted as the <listinctivehereditary surnames of fam.ilie~, 
_ tribes, or clans, seems to . be indicat~d by· the frequency with 
\\""hich they occur :with the addition of-the particle ing, a syllable· 

-having the. primary :meanin3 c( .,., young- rnant and· being also 
indicative of ·~son" qr '· descendants/'- 'Thus ''Skiolding" is the · 
son of Skiol. while the Pe.ndi.ng-.1s are the descendants ·of Penda.. 
. . . . . ~ . . 

anq the Doddings or Dodingas are thefamiiy or tribe ·who O\Yn for 
their ancestor one bodda. Doubtless the men1 bers of the cla.-n 
used .their ancestor's name either alone or \Vith the addition· of 

· '.' ing-," thus accounting for such forms as Bro\vn and I~ro1"-riing. 
: ...::\nd as the bo<ldings gave name to the viU2ge of Doddington, 
"so in tum it would give;,·I!ame to the family of Doddifrgton. 

. . . . . 

Thus these. early personal names have had a doubieinfluence · · 
-0n our:"· family nomenclature, to ·,vhich it .wiH be seen they 
contribute .both :direct1v and indirectly In the on~ class are 

·. the Dodds and . the D~,ddinzs, ind in -the other· class are the 
• • • 1-.,., . • • : 

Doddingtons, · who derive their name from· the place. It is. 
· obvious; ·therefore, _that the-antiquity 00 of'"the riame Dodd and 

Dociding is- to be measured by the date at ,vhich Dodd~ fell into 
-disuse · as a personal ·· name, ,vhile the· .Doddingtons probably · 
acquired their surname· sometime· irt. the· middle ages b~t reason 
of their ance5tor's connection ,fith Doddington. _The Dodds 
. may have a descent by blood from. Dodda, but ·not so probably 
the Doddingtons. 

·,\. ,r ,4 I ;\ 1-s . . 1..·,.. "'"·•n 
... ""l. tao1e _ or so,me ear y _"illg_o · a.icon names, cureny. i.. ose · 

. :which are mo_nosyilables, ,vill niak:e p1ainer the effect -they have 
. had. upon the local and family nOu'lenclature ,of England. . In 
theiirst ~oliL.--nn are given in capitals the originaLSaxon personal 

. na:ines ;·in the second and· third7 those modem English sun1ames 
deri,ied dir-ectlv from them,;,·!·-•irithe fourth;· the placenames:.; and , 
in the. last col~mn; the_·surr;ames denved fr{)m the placts: .. · .. 

. ·· ·,::;·: ... 

'tJ·T1~ .. . i:v10-0-· . ur_1··_zo.;1ns. . r~t_L· "(T/hr,vlie 
ff'~. u. . \,. ---uo· \al' '""" • .·,.~' .t::Jv_:.-.·...,~r. • .,. •···•. •::• 

: iVzgslon. · . Wigston., 
FRODE. ·Froude~ · ·Frodshaui. -Frodsham. 

C::i-- .. ffiei,t. · 
..._,J.1.CJ...~ J.U• 

·Shefford ... 
. . . . 

· Durri..mer. . ...... Du:;:nmt:r .. 



. H.il.RDI.; ; _Hard. 
· · Hard:v. 

. . ..,,· 

Nutt .. 

KNEBBA~ -Knibbs; 
· D_oDDA. Dodd. 

--- \V rTHER. · . Withers .. 
· -OsSA.. · :Hosse-· 

Horse~~ 
. B\·der. 

~ . 

HoRsA .. 
IDA. 

BRGN~-
Too. · 
.SK.IOL.· 

· _-, Brown.:t 
. Todd. -

. · .. 

. ORM.-
CTAP. 11 ~ . A.u_ 

. GA.MEL.§ 

. BA.:.~.·.· 
FI~or 

FEN .. 

Bon. 

. ~ ~--_ ._,cull. 

Skeels. · 
_ Orme~ 

• Clapp. -
·Gamble . 

Finn.·• 
·Fenn. 

Budd. 
Body.· 

........ 

. .•·. •.· 

Harding~· 

. ·. ··.:9- .... • • 

. N~tting. 

.. . ...• 

. -- . · .. 
• •••• 

Browning~: 
.. . . . 

-Schoolirig. 
Skelding. 

. .... . . 
•·.' .... 

_Ban.ring.·._· 
.. . .. . . 

· Fenning. 

. -· .. 
. ' 

-Si:ggisto1i. · ~ 
Hardwick~.· 
J!a.rdinglzam.~. 

Hardwick.. 

-:1\luth.all .. 
. -,;,.. .. . /. .... 

· • J.J.. nc:bwor1-1ZA-
. · Doddz'ngton. · 

Didt-~ote. · 
. . . 

D .. .If . 
ltu;,.ey~. 

WethtrQY~. 
~ .Qssingto/Z~- · 
·orsio;,. :- .. 

· 1ctaP"/e/o-h . . .. .,... ~i5.,.· •. 

Brinslev. 
. -

Toddi'ngton. 
Sku!t!zorbe~ . 

. ·.C.· 

Skcltoii~ 
fVarminf{tOn • 

. . V'. 

. Clap/iam .. 
G. ,.,,,,,, .. 10n ·· · 

.U:,~J.i ~•· .'.-.·_.::_ . 

J• ...... 
•.• ... 

Nuttall.: 

Do,~d:i.,., :::r.ton ... ~ 4-'•o·t- •. 

Didcott.: . 
__ Dudley .. _. 

. ' . . .. ; . ...... . 
·. .. . ... 
• .. •:•..-::·--•i•--· .. ·.• 

··_orston.-. 
.. .... 

Brinsle,;~ -., 

Tod_dington~-
.Sc~lthorpe. · 

... Skelton. ;. 
vrarnuii gton .. 

: .• Clapham> 
... __ Gamston._ · · 

Banning ham ... · 
Finmere. -. 

.. r • • 

.Fvnmo.re. 
.; . . . 

Ft1zningley. 
·• 

Fenlon. -__ Fenton. 
.Boddingion. Boddincton~ .· .. . 0 -·.·•· .. ·•·. · .. . .... 

• .In a charter dated 796 we find that Sigh.ere filius -Sigheri was an. att~ting 
witness-. ➔ r : . .. - -

t Kitig Hardi Cauute, thfi.. son. of- Knut~ is. a familiar·. character7 and :h~. 
would ·certamly _appear to be :an: example of the way in :whkh patronymic:· ·· 

· surnames-arise.-· · · · · · · · · 
. : . . ... . -~:- ·- •. . . 

_ .. t Vll:J.ythe Browns are_ so 11umerous ~ a puzzle_ :which is yet unsolv:ed~: 
· ~fany of'them doubtless derhie.their hame'from some.Anglo Saxon Brun~ b,ut~. 
-it ,vould.be'tini-.ise to· co:o.du<le th;1t-: they: all h.1ve the same origin ... If they 
·were, w~-:riright.-have ~xpected l-0 find_: t.~a Brownings .at least. ~s numerous;· . 

· ::L-r:d thls notoriously is not so. · 1t is worth vihil•.: ob~erving- that in Dom~sday 
. hook we 'are told that.Brun held property:in Bnmneslefa.: the modern Brinsley, -
which gav~-its nJ.me,to the·Nottinghamsh.ire famity-of Brinsley~ . · ·· · 

, . -~ : Accrm-lini.to ·Lower,'_ on~ Osg-od Chpa- possessed ihe Snrrey Clap_hanL 
·,:, ., . ire·· t.h_ ·e· ro· ··.,.,q"-"_t·" -an·u· '." i··- c"r• ,, :!, 1 ;_- t --o-1-·_··. 1 ;•), ·,-. .... .,.,_ ;-r: --:· .~-.-.-. ·o·~ •.• ""' 1 r•1 '·1 ,1·1· ,.,. . 

--•\.. . ... .1 . o.J .,~ .... .....,.~ , 1....:....l;2 _"--t.-L -J. lf...l_ • . ...:, ..1....1. ~"-- ~ ••-!>-~:... ......... ""' •· ,.~ .:>""'- '•'-:-• -•·. 
. . ·. . . . ., . . . ·, :· ' . .. . .. . . .: .. ·. 

· · .§. -.At the tinie. of. Donies<la.v,·, orre Ganid -heicL.land .. at G:.m1dst6n~- :now.-: 
.qimstyn, ned:t :Kotc.iri.~b1li .i'"ld Giro.bk i~ :;till .follll~l.s3. ::;u.r:1:1.mr:i'u. clt=:.r town.·."_ 

. .. . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . :··· . . . ,- . . . . . . . . . . . 



:ro. 

ELLA. : ', ..... ' ··. -~, •• -. . ·EL?ini·~·.. :· Elton/ 
[B~L]:~· ·. Bill. Bi}iings. _B.ilHngs{f:Y· Bil~ingsley. 

·::\VrnA.: ·; \Vi~ty~. . \Vhitirig. .. :·W/££/tt,igton~ . · 1Vhittirigton.-
BRAi~D~ · · · . B·rand~ .··... • • .. • ,Brantingham;. . • .•• 

> (:::-or course the .f?_r~go1rig must he Jie~;ed as· an. e:\1)erimenta1 
list only~~ Some of the-t1ames .may have.9ther orig-ins·.thai1. the 
ones· suggested·. This places calleq Fent~n may be ·.d~rived from 
_theperson.ar'name F.en ot Fin; oifrom the physical char~cteristics 
·or-the I{)cality. · ·The:VVilfortis ;qiay':d~r'ive eitherfro-m-the;;;ilLige 
\Vilf ord;· ·or the patrdny~.k: vVilfrid'; · an.a so with the., Dummers .. 
· •. _1\Iost ·of. the ·names iri the·· first_ cofumn · are· taken . from. the 

pedigrees of the .Anglo ·.s'axon kings. · .S.o:ine ·of. these early 
·appellations :must' have. heeri ·:()f ··fre,quent occurreric~;: or ··their-. 
. owne-rs must hate had: -larg~ possessions~ Th_u·s there are- at lea~t 
seven plq.ces :appar~ntly derived. fro·m -f?od, and the suggested· form 
Biif supplies us ~ith Billingslejt~ 'Bilton,· Billirig_ton, Bilbor9ugt, 
Billin o-borou·o'h . etc~.· · . · . . ; . . . . . . - , . . . 

b o ' · . . -
: :.< We. are. inclined- to __ suggest· that lpere· II1ay b_e an iinportant 
. distinction:. in th.e significat1ce . of pface _names with. s _an<i }hose . 
. witho;ut it. _ Billingsley . iv'ould · ·te- th~ •• Iey' belonging._ to . one. · 
· Billing or· ·to the: B~Ili.D.g' fa~ify, being•Jifer.a1Iy. Billing's_. 1er~ · 
Bi1ling{ori on the other ·hapd would be .the. town which was 
Pnndpally peopl·edby a_c:lan of. B.Illings,. or. by persons bearing 
that name. . A ·similar difference. of meaning, may exist in . 
. Bilston and-Biiton,· or in'.\Vigsto# and "\Vigtq!l.~ , Bu{it'in_ustbe 
remembered· that the v:av in ,v~ich the letters is•·added to, or 

; dropped . from, \~orcls appears tb be somewhat. ~nomalous so . 
. that this sugges#on must be_ receh·ed v-v-ith c~ution~ · .. · . 
_ - ·Jt is ·per.haps. rieedless to.· remark.· th_~t to'. de?-1 sarisfactoril i :with 
.the .origin -bf.the-_'surri~mes iri the: fciregoin'g list,. it. \Voµld be 
· reqtrisite to 1nstitute ~r_very: mihµt~ investigation, ·into t~~ir earlv ·. 
:fairtiiy ':history, and u{ th1ir loca,liti't~s· of o~curreiice, . s.uch''a~ 0~ 

space,·here'.wou1d-riot p{;l!Ilit .• ·oL -~-: ·,· _ ·. :',' ...- .· .. ··... , .• . . 
•···· •,· th¢se : na-inei . ·seem. -to • :he more ::·preval~nt . in.· tµe : . ~iddle 
·in~·/Jli~_-· '.u_pp~r dasses_\of _:·$ocie~y~f ·and·· we _.· ihall_, probably . 
. be· n~( .far-~lro11g'.if.:;ve··io.fet··thit_·thcyzrJght_aifordtpa.c~eful. · 
. . . . " . . ' . . . . . .. , . . . .. . ~, . •'. ' ' ·. ·••' ,, ·.. . . ' . . . . . . . . ..... 

, * 'The family nomencfa:tu.r~. ·.oL .. tht~ ~.tocr:icy .. in, the nridill¢ ·age~ was· 
. affected. by. fe:idil- 'ideas, );>.eing m~hly. ·:tertjwrial in -its. :character.;< and· 
·de>ui;>µess · ¢o~e. ·:f~-niiies ·wfot 'Vere: allowed:-:to: retain· their .. -property .. urt.der 
the .. concriicrc•r ir:- ·."\-·enr manvj~st:i.ncc-..;;·. fon:ad it e~~eJ~eut or ·.:UO?"e·-fashionable 
t::,..._ -id,--.il~ \em,.~r;-1 t:mi~•~··.;-;nies .. . . • . . . . : . . 

V "7, .:';t'.\. .. •~4.~ . .L.,J. . • . ~:- ~~~ · ... • ,. ~ ,··.-:,· 

_': .. -t . :it. sh oii!d° he not id th~t :\~~e ·h~~-e not met with; :my: rictuil 1i1,tahce·;·◊ f tnis . 
name·in ;Anglo S:ui:an::recoids ... It mn.y:he :th,r;.oi-igin. of -th<: ~ur.n:im~BeE. .. 



The Fa1nily o.f Stiff.._--.- II 

in-ani-re-r,,. s0me ~11i,le tc the . ethn.olozi_cal onmn --of the families. ··- • - ... - . ~ . . .. ~ '". ..... . ' . '°'.'• .. ., ._,, 
1 , ---- . , _vrno Dear _tnem. 
Our· concern no\v is ,Yith the modern ·surname· of Stiff which: 

-~~e have already . suggested, beiongs to this _- class_, of paleo-. 
. patronyrnics,· and.therefore must originate ·from a~ pe!jod_ ~terior 
to Lrie :N' onl1a.n Concuest. · · · · 

. .:. . 

It is- proverbi2lly dangerous to . haz.ard surL1fses .· upon --- the -
origin ~f names and surnames and speculations of thi~ character·,. 
in perhaps the maj~nity of cases., must be rccei:ved _,yith a certain 
amount of caution. "\Vriters on uatronyIDics have· suggested two. .. . . . ,_ '-' . . . . . ,.. , . ~ . .. . . . , . f . , . . . 
ong1ns ror tn.1s r:a:me, u.env1.ng 1t e.1t.ner _ ram the cnnsnan- name 
Stephen., or from a !!.ickname acquired by its first bearer;· For 
the. first theorv no evidence whatever has been adduced~ ancf we 
ma·r at o~ce dismiss it fro~ further consideration. For the latter 
the~~yy:hlch associates .the -name with the _personal qualities. of 
the: bearer the-re is n1ore to be said,· but. it. is open to· <lqubt 
whether it can be properly cailed a nickname. A nickname may 
be . define.1l as ar1 aJdit~onal nan1e, not ahvays· complimentary. 
acquired in later l_ife by .one ...,vho is -already possessed of a 
personal n~e. Such .for iustance is Longshanks, v,hich v..~s 
applied to Ed\vard the First. and .many nicknames of this-class. 
Iio- doubc became-crvstalized into surna;ies nroper. -If ··however· 

. . . '• J . . . • .• 

Stiff really::belongs to · the paleopatrony1nic_ class; -it can scarcely 
be included· amongst the Picknames, altho~gh it may have 
reference to the qualities or supp:;sed qualities of it~ first bearer. 

If this was originally, a .purely per5onal one, it must have been 
given to_ its first O\i:ner fo~ complimentary reasons, since children 
usu~ly receive . names such •- as · _are con1plimentary in_ ·their. 
character~. ;or·· intended . so to. be. . This suggestion, see:rr...s to be 
borne out bv:the odg-ina.1 si_g-nificance of the word .. _ .. ·· · 

. In mode;n E9glish · the adjective "stifC' has become very mu2h _ 
narrowed ii'"l __ meaning, but in :--\nglo~Saxon or middle English, it 
con..'rlot~d yalour and strength, · not m.erely .. the id~a of rigidity, 
being, equivalent to-theJatin, :*rigid us, f ortis~ :robustus, so that used 
as a personal name/it wo·uld- be regarded as a compliment. . vVith _ 
sligh:tly · t·arying -spe11ing and· pronu..'iciation,t the --. word runs 
througri· the -. yarious·, teutonic languages~ .but_ the meariing. is 
· . * That at 3.very early date, a -surn:m:ie· .did exist wb:kh predicated th~ id~a of : 
ngidi:ty, fa :shown ·by the fact that in the 12th . century we ii.~d raention. in . 
~orma.:ady of 01~e Radulphu:;. Rigid.us,. which it is riot nrifa:r to .;ssume, was. 
· the C!e(.lie1-~al, ht'-in for .&tl?ll Stiff. ·. . • ·. · · ·, . . . · - · . · 

-· ~- t As ,-:.-e tave already sh9w11 above, the s_irmime Stiff, if we m:iyjudge from_ 
tne ~~1;-;,g Joun.d in· pamh register.5.a.nJ. the Eke~·must · som~times have·_ been. 
pro_!fot1nc.<l long~ quite ht~ in the $e_v-e.ateent.b. ce.utury, too5 according -..-.,.-ith 
th•: ~idcnt prommcfatiun Gf_ th~ ;idjt:ctivc. 

. . . .•· . -· .· . 
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D .,.~ :...t~ "'a·l1 "'· ; .-1-~...,t; .. .., =" ; .... ~ n · T·, · ·. .. : n r .... -· G. · •. n"'' 'l'"I ~- ·e· ·n· ".l ·:.. c-, ··r. J;~<.l.Lw.i,<..;.· 1J J.'..~• •• l; iC.;:.,_ ,.:.t._,:_ •.•• · llt.l::, l .- ,t.,;!_,\•,' 1::.r • .Lil.i. ,V .. c..\,'c..-_v-~ ,· 

.. ~-Frisian. Stif, in D.!li:Ch Slj~/4 in Germen Sle{f,. _in Danish_ Stzir 
a,:· d ·. 0 ,:.--; .. ;·n 1-' .. ,;.,;,~, i·· . .;,· c-,. ,.;::_, -i-:,.: ~r, ... -.TT:. d:; h s..J.-. ·r.·· ~-.-:. -;\I. d;,:,. . n V, HV~ .:.u.. '-~-•.l..<l.~.l.Ul..... v!JJ ... ~ a,~ ... l. l • .:. ~ we t.S.1 :J:. . .:.., 0 ._.rn 

. Gemian supplids the. fonn :St[f. . In ... \nglo-Sa.:--rori/ the form \\~S 
· Stij,·k- sign{fying stiff, 'i)a!~-tLnt or strong~ . }rom it· c<1me.· vanous 
d~rivative fo:-ms: . the plural . ~,.-.sti~'.2, the- suoerlati1;e -;,;.st£vist, the 

-· ' .• L.. . • 

. ·ad•·:=>_ 'r·'o· --1·::: 1 .. ,·_· ·fio..:...~ u-,;,,-,_~~-;,.;.i.'..-h.• ~·e -... .. .,/;.., ... 11li·L' or sf;,.-_;.,nil,·•.,. :1:n· 'd -a-·he -._._ -..... : . .1Li.-.· '\T.<.J..,:j. j~';jt.-{.~. C.::. /,,. :. ~t"':'_.L·C.+1""~:.,/_"··· . .,.J,V 4..J..,, ._ .., ... 

~uh-ta"n~i\•e ~-:..J;f::,e<-;.P •z" , ~; '.ff'n••s,..· . 
. ;:, _::, 'J.:-1..- ~!.t_j , .. ~.; .. , . ,i;~, .s .. J,1;-•• c ..: • . 

The -prevailing idea of rigidity 1s . of course apparent in the 
modern English word siaJl, the _-\.:nglo~Saxo·n staef",· staf,· the old 
Frisian. slif, and modern Dut_ch st,~f ··Hence the straight rigid 
appearance of to(; le~te:rs .of the alphabet can.sed this word to· be 

.· ·applied to t~em so that si~lf means. also a letter, and; by a sl1ght 
extension · Qf me·2.ning, a . u:ord. Ste_fc'('aft, in· old English 
ila,:,/crasft,_ or as ~ve should probably sajr," had :the expression 
su~-h-ed to our day, :Si{{fcr1.ift,. signifies the science of gramm:~r,­
a.n.d stifitez is the alphah~t · Consequently, stajlLi: means ~-ha.t · 
is literai or exact . Staf also entered into composition ~.vith other 

:, .. 

words · as ·candc:!:/a_f, cartstaJ: bocsta./, di'sta_zr, none of which,. 
except the last,. ha~·c been ha~d~d do1.'l',·n to modern days. 

The verbal fonri is Stijten,· with the meaning to e.rect, _buildy 
or found, and Stifti;r is the builder or four1der ... ~ ·. 

Thus it will be seen· that ail these varying forms are based on . 
a root wordt in which th.c idea of fi.111H1.ess and strength.-prevails,. 
. and so to our ... \nglo-Saxon ancestors,·. a man who was called 
.Stiff, doubtless mc·a~t one ·,vho ,va.s valiant and brave, or exhibited 

• • • • > .. • • • • .., • • • • • • • • 

finnness of cl~ar<lcL~r. Such· an· :J.ppctb..t1on .would- be a suitable 
one' for a Sa..xon chieftain to :z;se to his. son, and \\~e therefore 
cannot b~ sur-pris~d_,:to find it ~~curring at a \·ery early date. 
. For- the first evid1,;~Ce .()f a'!1y :n0,m:.:. approximating in form to 

· Stiff,t ,ve, muit; as :\ve ha\-e a1!"eady intima.t~d, go back .almost . . .. . . ·'• . . . . . . . . 

. * The. vowel Wa5 pronot:nced long =is in Efe • 

. t '.Ihis root-.-.;o:frr i~ stci, -:i,;hich ~i.-ppens to he ver;,; ,,,jdely spread. · I(:is the 
basis c-f the S-.m:Skrit s(h;~, the Gred,: t;:--,;_~• the: .L~dn st~1, th:_:;English stand, 
and man;~ _kin.dred antt-(ierivati...-e wGn:b in .;v.1rious fa::iguages. -· . · · ... : .. 

+: Tnere ;ire se~.-er:ll ::-tface<. thei n::m,;s -of which·m:e e~:Hentlv b:1set1· oh 'one . +· . ,.. -. .:.. . •· . . . ·~ . .. ~: .. ·I . .. . . • . . . _... . . . l .. .~ • • • -· . . _ .. -

or other rorms ot, rra·:;. \Vur<l; of t,1.-c:_-,c H!,1y Ge 111en:.I0tit:•i Starrord, Stlffor.d m 
· .:. .;::;ex. . Sriffite·/ i:i' X..:,i:?-.·11'.~. u~i;.;.i-:nth'· S:iv.e::::::.i or .Stiv~kei::i. · ·.:rn.J Stattield 1n ~..,, .. ~- ... - .......... -r.- .':~ ·.:, .. ··. ,, ... ,•. , ... •· ...... ,;_. "1:- .... -.,.·-~ 
Cumoeria2.J.. 1!1· r·t..:::rc!ur 1~ .. .::i;·:re •. we mi::c~ ;,vn!1 :1 ~t1vrngeurc .. m, of wincn the 
--modern form ,,ioclJ be S:.i·ffin.;w:--.:.ri.:Ene~ -~U.t: -i~bnd,:bf :Su.ff:i.- iu the '-V c.stem 
H .·, ·._·_.,· ... - - ..; .. - ,,...:·~· · ... y.,; 1"·~·.-L ,i:-:,r•··•,··~··- ; .. ..: . ..., .. ..,."!':'""•~- .... ~e-·n··,-r,;··_i·. ··1,,!'i' ... ri,... -~ :ff:-..... t:~~n<.!-t.s,., .. -c .. .1 •• ,n'"",__..,,~.: __ ,,l. .. , .. \, __ .... L,. , .......... c «, ... ._4 . _..;,'- co .• ,, .. _.:;, or .::-ta ::s 

_·of b~~;;1~~ .t~~ tb: _ .s~~/::-~,,.l~il?f~\t~,:ct·:: .. ~,· ~.t~:\~~-:~;J;/::.;1:{~.::1-=~::ir~ ~??~~~ i~ 
'i'(':·. e~1!\ 1: t.""e .. 1:. . .., -~--_-.. ,~t •••. ~ ............ ~ •---=--~_L ..... ~ ..... _ ... ,_._1 .... jn ..... 1'"~ _ .. J_!.1-.-.. l{:.,i,_ l.i.• .., .. ·.1.:,1.1c..;.1U- _rh~ 

. , 'i:-irst3s .. :ti~.~: .·. It i:S inr;.,;)f~ant: tq: Ui..~ti: th.;,t ·=m ->~n;;,1o~S.1.:;:rni. chari~!'.<lated i;,. 
.. ,62. supplies ti·:.:: with .·the ;~l(:<:•.: i::\rp.c Stifrnc1..,·eg-y a;rid ~:not her. a·· couoie of 

·:~i::r:i.L·ur.i.,;_./ :r:it~~:r:t- ,i~~~;::.:r,.~::~-::. ~~ii):·_:;/i.~hJ.~ ... ~':!. --r~t:!t'1·i. rr_1.-:·· .. ;(:- --~·:_\.~:~l t~J Ii~!.Vt:_ oe:cn in 
. i;·(;r~~l:irc :.1t.,.,;r vt:rv· ~~:.r .;..;f.;Z_:.-· _;·c.1.·..:L·•.1 ff";_,· . .-~i- ;_:,.~- -::.•_·:iL:rtt ::::~c\r~:;tt:n"!. .. .,. . 



fourteen. centuries to: t~he Saxon' in~lasion ·.of. Brit'a.i.U ·at .. the ' 
begi_rilµrrg bf'the:si:x:t11:Cbnti.trf ·. tn in/ye&i 5r4;the \1ies(I~atbi{s·:: 
. ca~e. ;to B.ritain ~~th : their 'ship·s,. " at the -place·'. which. is ~i1led < 
'Cerdic\ Ora,~- an'.d· S:u('a.~d \1/ihtgar f:>ught again~~tthe ·Britons 
an<:l~put the~. 't6·.fiight." ' · -~- · · · · .. · · .- · ··-. .. > · ··.-: .· : 

Sixteen y~ars later in 5 30; Gerdic and Cj~nric his:·son conqriere·d 
the ·'Isle of .)\Tight;''. i~d sle\~t :many men · at: vVfut::garas~bj;rg:.:-· 
Cerdic' s. death ·happened in 53+, bht he and: his son· are··:stat\:!·a. h}'.· 

. .the'.:chron1cle to have besto~.ved ·the· \vhole· island:unon ''their t,-10 . . . . ~ ., . 

' nephews Stuf :a.nd' \Viht~ai.7
_' ·_Ten' years liter•'in s'1J; JVihtgar .· 

died; Har1d the~/ buri~d him at :\Yiht-=g~ras-b}Tg:f' · . . . 
There 'is the· further striking point that thcn.igh .Sb.it:· when ever 

· .. his nam~ occurs~ is al Wp,ys m_eiltion~d ii connectjo,n·wi.th. \Vihtgar~ • 
·no _ .. reference to. his -death. :is'-to ·oe:·'forind~ thi?"ugh Jhat of.· 
\\\ht.gar is drily recorded~· . Perhaps the true explanation may pe: 
f ounct .,in · the s:uggestion ·.that Stuf_ and ·\Vihtgar are in truth hut. 
one'and the.same, and,that:·\Yihtgaf niay be: merely a surname 
or. title ::fcquir~d bf Strif, pointing< tcr: his. position in the island of ~11.ich he ia.s- governor~ .. _· , , _· _· ·. . .. · . ·_. . . . ·. :_· 

. If is-easy' to s~e "'.that a 'chronicler: 'at. a J?:enod.· "\Vhen iingle names . ' 
. were .. usual, might ,rell be· puz?}ed: :-bf th~' traditi=jn ot· Sit1f 
. '\:Vihtiar · who .. sle 't~: the Britons and . · became·· -chieftain.· :of the· 

' ~ ' ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' . . . 

Jsfe of \Vig ht~: . If this be ·so, then. thi statement· of .A.sser and 
other writers· thatStuf and·'\Vihtgcir_:we.i-e·· br~th~rs, is a .:inere·' 

-gloss-interpolated as an explanation of'Stuf's sttmame6rtitle. · :_· 
·. · The· or,Jy other reference to \Vihtg-ar in the .. -\nQ"1o :saxon-

. ... . . . . .. '-"' ·. . . -~--. · . 

. =Chroni_cle 'is_U!lder the· date 796; whe~l.,·::.,ve··are tolcf that the> 
-·cotiii'dl of ._· Clov~shoo, .:. summoned ··by .. Archbishop:i A.thelhard7 
confirmed "all the things concerning God's.tninist~r$ ,vhich·vr.er~ / 

.. appointed in \v1.htgar's:"days and oth~r: . .:K.lngl days.'t·•·· - ... 
,' .. ·.·.•·:;/:The :'.'.lo~ty ,oi:··cerdiC's,,oia·:is' displited; 'some· :b~Iieve' that it:~ :,ine .. 
. mo4ern- Sotirh~wptorif ·o~hers con.sider -that: ifls; .. Yarinoµth-in, the Isle ·or 

·· \\-""ight •. · ·.As. the West .Saxons. are not mentioned-in-connection 'with the-Isle.· 
o~· V.71ght ~til530, we ~e fu~li.ue·d to thinkth.it the formef 1s_th~ mor'e'correct~. · 

.. :. : t Wilit~~..soyrg~ tb.e 'for:tr~'5S 'of :_t~e ·\vihtg;i!;)s'. '±d~nfi~ed -wi!.lt t~e ' 
modei--n Cari ;;;brooke~ : Still, to the-present d~·; there suh':ives the· distinct ·office -

. of· gpve.r:n9r of tbe Isle of Vv.,,.i ght; now-. held bf Prince Henry .of ,Bitte~berg; •· 
who_se official h~d-qu.arters· are.at. CarI.sbrooke Ca:Stle. ,. ,- · .. . '... ·· > . . · .. 

· . · Irf:co:c.sidenr.g- · these: -scanty facts. in the historv· of tlie f:;le- of ·mg-ht/bv· 
~Ir.;Lockh~tt doubt ·is thrown ·uoon.·thc ·t11.con.~:'.'tb.dt-Ca..~sbrooke takes its.-. 
n3.me from. the Jutish chieft::..in ,T\:Viti,tgar, and t~it"';mter ,savs:. that.-·\Vihtgara.s~: . 
byrgj::;. 'not1fr:ig,mi)re _;;h.::i.n th.e hurg. of the· ·n:1·eri of ·1v1ghr. · Ifth~ be.: the' 

. sign...~anc~/-or··\Vihtga.ra· it ,i:ould --seeni .tii co-nzirm the thtory th::tt:·Wihtg.'.:r is 
. ·bi1t' the. ~u~me icq~ixed-:by Stu.tor perhaps r:itb.er a title o.f, ~.aic~.;.:_th:::.t he·. 
· _'1.V~s· i'l_deeJ th~_ ~'..ilitg=r o~ min of 1\:igbt., a~d _t~(;{::i.rilbrook~ ii~imp1}" ·: 

the '._'\Vihtg-..:r' s fomes5.. ;,It<se-ei:n:;· more prob:i.bl~ t4~t it· '.\~oul~ ·be ,;clJed ·a1tei-:: 
the co...-0 •--•,..,;. ·:-}~:n •"t"'"r t.u·"" 1·,.J,.,1--,r~--;~1-... ,:.f the i.J.1•1<l. . . .. . . . · .. . 1:l f\,..,.'-..M-~ ~ ....... '- ..., \o,,, • ., .. ,a.....,t,.,'lo..,.._.,,.__.,. V •-- • • . . · 

. . . . ·• .. 



.. :From· th~Iatin chrbnrders; ~~,-~\ssero( l\fonm.o~th and Sim~on . 
. }if ~Durh~m~ · i~,e_ i;fer lhat· th~' r~ce of .. Stuf~ · rnust_ ·hai~e· · long 
·confin11ed i~ iwpqrtallce· for .his dcscenda.nt Oslas, described as 
.'~J~mqll~,n_ hefrrthe igip_ortant_ office of butlerto Krng-:EtJ1ehyolf. ·_ 
.. The king in.de.ea_ married. his'. 9aughter Osburgh; and as._is well · 
knoy;n the_ir::::son \Yas· ... Alfred .the Great, ·-·~vho was·_ born. at the 

• Be~kshire .tqw-fr '6r··sva.ntag~: It ·is not. a littl~:·.re~ai-table, :and 
seegis to . point.: :ro · the . importapce ·_ of. th·e: · family :-1:haf:the-­
c;~r~riiders· ~hou1d think it_.• requisite. ·t'o _tell us something of:his 
family h~story. "·Oslas _was .a Got_h by·.d'escent, being of .. the 
st9ck of. Stuf . and · \V ihtgar;·: t,~·o . brothers.· .. :wh~ : _obtained.: _the -

.. s~y;ereigr.ity ·qyerttie isie ·of 1\'ight ·from King Cerdici their ~de, . 
arid (\~nnC his .. son~ .their.:ccn.ts1n,"· or consobrinus. -·· 
. . · \\~e -thereforf starcf 1.r. ca'.n ,-do11b{ thatii Stuf * the \Yihtgar,: ~e • · 
: Jj.cv~ zit?- ·extre:neii· earl yin.stance :of a_ Sa~on'personal name· ,vhich · 
for the -last s1s . Or sey~n centtfies can b.e, traced as existing as 
·a surnam·e· iri .the kinzdani :oL\Vessex. .· ' . . . . . . . . . 

Ir; the>f~th ctntu~}, ,ve·t}nd·a~ instance ~t-S\viridon. probably-· 
the S~,;indon in "\Viltshire~·-or· the ·name Stive .clearh· used as:· a ·· 
s·urn~me .. ··~umfr~y Sti.\-~ -posse.~sed . a consid~r~ble .,::holding • of 

. iarid in tfrat place wJ:\ich his father._ had p_eld bef or~ ·:him. in the 
···. days-_of .King Henry,'te.,. between Ir oo_ and- 113.5. ; · and •in a buU _of 
:Pone Ho;orius IIL·, who oc¢ripied the ·pontifical_ chair from 1216 

•• ,.L . •• . • ' ... '. ~ • . • •· . - ', .. ·, • 

to . I 2 ~ 7/ we_ find a, .r~f erence . to the fee . of. Richard' :_Stive• in .. 
S_windone~ , · · · · · · - · · · · · 

. _··In .. the follow-ing centu_ry; in -~he __ ·time ()f :};~ward I._, :1274, 
amongsf the jurors- summoned _ upon an, 1·nq_ui~irion _held . at.· 
l\:Iarlbo'roug~, only a few miles. south of Swindon, we_ .find.the 
· riames of Robert' Stif e . and. John Stif e . for Blackmore ·hundred, _. . 
. ~d Roger Stive for_ T~o-rhulle .. hundred.· Ii;i all -these : in~tances, 
·stive 'and Stife are dearlV used as :surn~mes<1n accordance with . 
• ·: . ; ; . • . . '."." .· .J .. :: . • :·· :•; .. : :·. . . ·. ~.. . .· .. . . : .• •· .. 

moc!ern u~age, be~ng.han_ded do\vn_ from father fo son,.a practice 
which ·af that earlv ·teriod ,vas~ compa.rativelv :rare.· .- _ , . . -. -

. ' : . .., ·. ... . .- ; : .. ,. . . _. . . . . '. . . ·. ""· . . ~. . . . . . . . . 

Then a mar1 was knoi.:,-:rt · :by hi~-_ bapti:3ma1, ~aine .. of· John. or 
.Rqbeit 3.$ the· ·case -m~ghf -he, arid ~-as :distinguish.ed from· other. 
Johns•·aud.-){ob_erts·:byhi~ ,residence~ his· .occupa.tion~ :his. father's:·. 
'nke·,.-or·even.by ~-nickname .. ·,rlius we get John at Weil,:John .·· 
·Atwood,John de Swindon, John Fitl \Villiam, or John \Villiamson,: · 
John' Smith, johnJe Cooper, and: so ;forth:: -.· · · ·· · · · 

* ·of· the. riame · s:,dt -~"ith ·u· iri mod~ru· times .. on.hi· :on~ instin:te ~ . be 
add,~1ced .. : .... ~q.min!)tr~tioll' C;(_tl1e:_good~ 9f J~)h~ .Stuff,:::.i:.~eaman,.wa5:granted· ._·. 
iri:,:r:~.f~.Jo-1:.is couiin ~er~an, :· :e1ero _5t-dfa1_ a name_ which. suggests •t.naf 
J0En :stuif. ,v;i,s ~; 'fvrdgha.· . . 



These ·cqnstiHite. t11e -only·: direct proo:fs··"z.e .possess. of. the 
·-e~istence of.this name in· .the.-~Vest of E~gh7id.'at··an' earlier. 
_period:tha.n·the: fifteenth century>:. . · • . .... . . • . .. . ..... 
, Let-. us· then_ bi-ieflysu_mmarize ·the ~vidence. in favo~r of th~ .. 
·.theorvthat ·the:modem.Stiffs.:and Steffs.,mav .be. descended .frotn . ...... ' . . . . . . . . ,· _.. . . . 

ihe Sa.'!i:on ·chieftain.· -StuE . . First_, · there: .is : :the, ·etyn10Jogicat 
identity of the '.n~~es-__ .-Stifr~ Steff, .St;L1: Stuf; xheri. i'here·: fa .the. 
possibility that .a :·moqem ,group :of families ah~~ays Ul"Lc"'1l~ricalti 
feYl;may be .. derived from a sit1gle iµimigrant living thirteen •(jr_ 
fourteen .centuries ago. ]t., may ,be prop~rly object?d that there 

· may have been · other immigrants· .oL the . name. than Jhe,- one. of 
'whom ~We have .histoncal•evidence, 'aiid.·ci. distinct origin.. may:·be. 
· ·suo:o-ested Jor the East An ry-lian Stiffs. and Steffs~~ .· . · ' · .. _. 
. O.b·. . ·. .. . . :_: ... ·. . ..... .::,. . . . .. ' ,. ·'"· ... ·. ".. . · .. · ·': .... • .... 

If- this. be the' :case, then the . case in . fa Your. of'. the Saxon 
desceht ,of the :Stiffs. -of"·. the, Vfe~t' of. :'England .. is . greafiY 

. strengthened,:~.s.ince ,they are yeryfew. in nunihf;T, :and always 
seem to have been, SO: f~r back as ·w:e· cantr-ace them.> Indeeq., it 
i_s . op~n to . question whether.. they are now more nµme:r;o~s than_' 
they,were thr~e or)o~.:centuries·ago .. · .. . . . •. . : 
. · It is clearthat;ili the ninth century, :a fa.niilj-··of .very high 

: position existed,' one .. ·of ,vhoie · tlaims to-: distinction rested on 
th~ ,fact of.their descez:tt from' Stut: the Sa~oq Hking;,. of the·. 
Isle -of \Vig ht, who landed in _this country in th~·yea:r 5r+.: · · 

. It· is. important ;also to· note that 'the· place· names: in -the 
neigl:;bourhood· of .\Vantage, ·the 'birth. :place·of iGng Alfred; 
who::thr:ough hi$· mother, ,was of ·the race' ·of. Stuf,.the n·ephew 
of C~r4ic, s~em to: ~llpport. this suggestion-of an· earlj' . .t>er~shite· 
·settlement: of the desceridants of Strif.; . '\Ve ha,;e iirst' ithe' 
viHag~ of Sti·vento:n,·. within. five_ miles··of "\Vantage··. anciently 

.'tv~n+1·no-e Tn t'h·e +:;~e· 0£'·~ 1~n6rd··I 1•··.· .. a· b'o11·t .?"·2- 4 ;:.. ·'.'.lo·p·"'ars' .. 'i. u.1.-.1 ... : .. t, -- .,-.L.... " .. L~f I. 1 ..&...J~---~~~-"_'."'" .. . _·•, . • t.~: I. ~ /7' .a.,1., ;"""""" \,.,- .. 

_as Sth;iritori _and: .. Stife!it,91i; in Dopn-1sda.y book it is ente.red_as . 
. Stive_tu:ne~ .. lt:js important- to . note that both · .Ste"'·enton: and 
-\?antage'adJoin.Hen~red, whi~h:though''no,v_bu~:a.smallco.untrf 
village/;;as a tho.usand years ago, -a famous place;··'' 16cus ceieq·er .i, 
Now Kemble prints a cha;ter of: King E4gar, unqer _date:,· 96+, j.n 

·_whi¢h he._gra~t~_·:to· .th_e. mon~tery of .. A.bingdon,,ten.hides: of -the 
best. land: in-~' H"epnaridt,'' .Hen:dre:d, and.sets. OU{ th'e _b,6undaries 
~:··great-detail.:.· -· · · · · 

· .. · .. *. ~n-: ·.Rye:, :-a -'weli--.k.no,rn authority i1pon :East ~l\.n.gfom .genealogy~ states 
th:1.t · tlie n'.l~e ts Ven" .;;c .. :.-ice7 .z .. nd th~f its. fir::-t OC<.:U:r~nce is in'.IZTZ~ .,,:hen 
U·u·1::'n." S •,,.;. -\-,~~o·•ne o=· t,.,..;. '\.: ;.,:~.-i ,..;.., .ci'!-iz<,;,.;.,~ ·c··on/1;...mn•:.-~ f,~r t .h....: ~-fot i'r,, 't'hich 

. ..... .L l':).. ."'- i...l. .,, """:. \ _...i..,,;:;i ~-· .l. iJ.""" -11:\.1..,; ~.r .. ~lJ.. ,,..,~ .~J..t...::J L.&;"-4._ .t;,.._~ J - ·•"'- -. ~ "'-".'° ., 

. the (?:i1Jiedral wi:s -bunit~· · ··rh.e: form •:Stive. occurs ··=is. Jate·.: as ,1535, : in tp.e· 

._r~gisters of ·}..lichell ~larshZ!m~- : . . . . . . 



.• •. ti.. . . . . ~ ·r-:·_:. .-· ... .-: . . ·. ·: : ··: . . , . ,_-·,:,...,·· .... ~·-- . , .... :. . : .: :·. ,/_. ·· . . ,: ; · . 
. ---~m:ong:st the1n ·• ire< \v:a:nunge weg;;t,•.- 0,t~luz1:,-re1iaeme · ge_maera·~ ·. 

: :.ltiscbere · and Lacyngb:tdc:.,:··.: .1:hese -we::niay: re~sonably itle_ntifY,. 
1.vith. 1Naritage:-.,vay;::.or :the:::high·'·road: Ieading',iothaf' to:wn ; .. 

·•:Lacvng:broc 11s doubtl-e.ss -the :brook that .ru.ns from the ·modern:· 
.'.1.ocki;ge, .througl1·:.,.Hendred .:_and·- -Ste1,r,ent~i1?·. -to-·:-the';T:hames·; .: 
. Stin.ngehaeme _:gc1nae:ra .rnaj; .. be .the· m~re.·or:: boundaiy_:which 

separates. _·1:Iepdred. from· Stevento~:for :w:e,-are.inclinedt<f:think 
,thai :in::.:the :tenth ,-.century;";- the. foliuation of tile name ·of the 
-pres.ent -village _of . Ste\·into1i -i.vas still in pn;)gres:s~ and° that it 
·,vas then uncertain' 'Whet~er the form: Stiffingham or Steven/on. 
,t·ould. ultima~ely be-· adopted .. '..;\,_ ~:barter of King· Harda.cnut; . 
. ditetl. l:Q+~r grant.~ t~n man~2:e ,·at Feorrrbeorgan, t6 the Church. •. 
-~a;;~ ~~bbendlllle,__ .. ah~:::._i_ni;<d~~ribi,ng _,pctTT-\-of. ·•the J::~.opndaries,·: 
.ii1entions Standitart weg ,and:'Stanmeringa•,geinaere, and ~~then· 
\he}~lead· forth·froni.the. small.v/aj'"tO the.fun way.called S£iftnc-

~'. • • . •. •' a .• I ,. > : • '• • ',.,. ' • • • ', •,• • • • • , 

weg, thc:1.t 1s .. Catmennga ge!Ilae.r,e: . 
. . . K~m~ie ,also~ print~- a· -c~arter of. I-Gng Eadred~ _.dq.~ed_ 948, 
.g:.ranting • land at ·Stan.mere·. to . · his-.· Servant . •'\\'ulfri~ .:-such 
'-' '. '. '' ' - ' ·,' .·. ,.·· '' ·•·· ... ' '. " . ' . 

):nentions-Siijigzveges Catbeorh,-·ap.d Bedenweg:.• .. _·. · 
. . .. . :. .... · •, 

' NO)Y we c~n· identif_y.-mo.st of these· pldces·. :stanmere is the 
_.mode_r~ ·staririlore~ C:atrrieririga gemaer~ must be the ~~re·. or 
. boundary-. of Catmore. · : Beden\~·eg is evidet11Jy)3eedon· :way, and 
. Feombeargeri is Farnborough:;_ a11 · (our places,'· .. FarP:bo.rough, 
Catmore; S.tanmo're· and Beedon:, .·lie a little 1:0·--the ·south of 
\VaI1tage : and . Henclred, b.E=ing j;eparated _from then.i , by the 
·Ridgeway; · Stifig,.v\::g and Stifiricttteg~ the -'\fulanweg ;. of ·one or' 
·o~e of the.charters,. we are jnclined to.think.must be t.hegreat 
highroad.f~om· __ Nevtbury_to .Abi~gdon,· Vvhicl?- _passes -~lose,-by 
Beedon and.through- Stey,~nton .. •· . . : .. · · . . . · .. : .... · - .- . : : -·• · · ·· 
. -... It seem.s therefor~ reasona9l_e to ·suppose _that the descendap.ts. 
··df Stu'f.\vho\~;e know \Yere·.'cOnn.ected with this district iii ,the. 
niritl! ~entury~;:rntist. be 'identified ~~i.th the'·'.Stifingas )~h6 ·:gave' 
name to Steventon,. and· to· :the· Stifintw'~g and .~tifrnghaeme of the·. 
Saxon d:iarters~ 
' ~ ow·i~ view :of these facts·, it Ccrtai_nly se:~r.n_? somet_hini·- more 

than a.mere coinci'dente.'that"farniiies named'. St°i:ff,Shouicliri..::c¥fter 
'cenrurje~:- be·Jound: settled•'.'ih···.,n_erks:hire,-.,ind:·:.lI?,mpshir,e_ ~1thin_ 
·five andiwenty miles .df 1.Vintage; __ .and:the(reasona:ble·_inf€!rence. 
seerns·t6 be .·-i.hat the1-'" nia;,r.be.' ·the' .direct descendants: of -the . '. ·....... . . : .;-. -, · ........ ' .,· <~ ·_,:· -~-~:-.... . • .... ::· .· . : . ·:· .'_.:·.:.·· ... .,. :.;,. . .. •.-·-:, _;;::•_:·:.-.·, .- .. ·~---::..·· .· . ·. 
~ ... 1.t1·n·;.,.•-.s < ........ ,,,,·c'.'\n: ·."l•i'•·, ·· -~..:;.-)·r·"'·l·• ..... 'y.'\·•,·n· -.,~ .. , .. ~.,,.4 -·,.._,,., .... \'··-f•"o,.;.r1.,..·-of ... _:1.. 1._1 -:..c.,,_ . .,11 -'" . .: ...... :..:lo.'.·;--.· ,_ .. ~ ... ,·::,. ,_.i.::.."" .... ·1,_.4·.J. ... 1..t ... i 1 . .:.·. :_.:,i;.:.· !..i..l~ """''--·~.;,. r .! .:.-\,, . .:.~~ :. 

:Berkshfr~·triightsh6i\~·tbeir t;Xi;tcnce 'i.~::;he.county_it arr earlier 
datt~ tha"n·:1~,;c no~.i/'.1neet ~iirh. :t1n:m, but until' -our e~rly record.s,.;. 



such as· subsidy roils, p1ea -rol_ls, · a.nd :Jhe like,- .ar_e rendei.~il 
,gen~raH:raccessib1e, by ~eans-0f the printing pi;~ss;.it ·is. hqpeless 
Tor US_:tO ,~xpect:_tD, ti"ac~ th~ _medieval hi~:t0.ry:··()t middle'.cl~f 
'families. · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · .· · · ' 

:_ \VIe;· :sha.ll_::_~~\V p}ac·e ·bef9r.e · '. the:_:;· ·;~ade{ : the .. do.cumenfucy: .• 
. evidence-:upon~yhich. are _ba~edthe preceding.arguII1ents.infa.~q,rtr. 
of t:he· s_ugg.es~ion··that :the modei:n.-:Stiffs>may:be .the·:"~~rec;t 
descendants.o(Stuf;.t4e nephew of.Ce_rdic~ ,:·: :·._. . 

. : . . ' . . ., 

. . . -

.. TH£ A..~(;LO,~S.UON C:a:R.ONI:CLE~ . 
.. Anno: 514.: ··This .:year, th.e 1Yest,_.Saxons:czjne to Britain: ·,yith·. 

three ships · at the p.fa.ce ,~·11ich j~ caHed Cerdic' s or~, and Stµf 
and.\Vih~ foug~t ;against the. B~_t<>ns~ atid put them io .fiigh~. 

i\.nno .:530 •. _ · .. This·)·ear,-.• :Cerdic··and· Cynric. ··conquered·.the 
island· o'r'\Vight, a~d slew· many men at "\Vi_ht-~ra.s~byrg .. · · .. : · /. . 

~4nrio •:.534.; · This· year, Cerdic, the first. ki!lg. of.the West 
Saxons, died, and Cyaric his son succe:ededto the I(ingdom; -arid 
teigri~d .from that.time twenty-six years~;_· ·and :th:ey-gave the ,vhole 

island qf_.\Vight:_tci their t;vcf!lephews, Stt!f.and\Vihtgar.· :.: :_· ':_:,. ~ 

i\.nno, 544 .. ·: .. This j~ear, \Vilrt:iar . d,ied~ ·. and they buried :him iri 
"\Viht-gara-birg.: . . . . . . . . -. . 

. ' . ·•. . . - . ._ . . . . ··. . ... <-t·.: •'.. . .... , .. . ... 

. AJ:ino. 796: - ... An,d ... -\.thelhard,. : archbisno~:: _of C::anterpury, 
app9µited a .synod· [the c011ncil of Cloveshqo :~el~)n 803] and 
comfir!!led an.cl ratified by .~_om ma.rid .of ·Pope Leo,_ all the things 

. concenii_ng God's . ministers wh1ch w~re appointed 'in \Vihtgars 
days:and · other.'k1ng's days~ · · · · · · · 

. -~ - .. . . 

~'f.NALES RERUM .. GESTARU~I :AELFREDI .· 1\'IAGNI :·--::AUCTORE 
, Ass.ER.IO · l\IENEVENSL · · · , · · 

l\Iater . ·. quoqµe· eJrisdem > :[Aelfre-di]' . Osbrirg· .. n·omin~batur~ 
_·religiosa :'nimium .':femina,·nobµis .. ingenioi_·· -·nohilis .. et _gen.ere; 
qu~e·-: efat:' :filia Oslas famdsi . pin~ernae · ... 1.ethehv~p4i i~gis, q11i 

· Oslas .:G9thus.: era{ Ili3.tione, onus, ~nim,·.~rat ~e/}othis .etJutis; de 
. semine. Stuf et :\Vightgar [\Vihtga:r ]~ _duorum f~atrum:et_ eti~m 
comitum qu:i, : acc'epta' p-otestate : \Y ectae. ins11!ae:· ab. a'\-,i~culo 

· ·suo"'Cerdic ·rege/et Cy'ric [Cynn¢.6]~ jilio ·sud;· 'consobtiho- eot-um, 
·. pa~co~· Brito.nes 'ejusdern insµlae ·atcoias•-qu8s·. ··hl -_ea lil'\-'enire 

potueri1nf iri 10:<;o · qui dicitu·r· Gwihtgaraburgh {\Vightgaril.hirigJ~ 
occ.ide.runt ; >caeteri-e-nirn' ~ccolae- ·ej:ustiem insulae_·_ante: aut :oc.cis1 

. . . . .. •·.•',• - ... ·· . . ., ·- . . . . •. 

era:nt aut -eYules aufur(erant~ .. _ · · . . . .. . . .. . .. : . ·' .... _. · .. ' ...... '·":"'"' .. ... :· :··. :, :- . · .. · ·.· ..... 
~- Acc:ordi~g-to Florence., or,,1..-orcesier_ · 



I8·· 

.Tni.1islaii~:iJZ. 

~-:The·mothe/.of IG.n.~/ .. \lfre:d--w~~-~~m~cl O~burgh;.a very p10115· 
woman,'··~ho ytas,.nohl~by dispd'sition as:we1I as·By d:escerit/ She. 
was the,.daughter of Oslas, Kir1i·.~thehv1dfs famqhs butler; ~i,ho 
·by nationaiity.,-wtt.S a,Goth,fo!)1·(~frangfrom_the Gt.thsa_n~ Jutes, 
of the ·rac~ t;)f -Stuf and \Vightg-ar,. two brothers~:·t6-mpanib1_1s in 
arms, who received:: lordshio -:over· the ,Isle ·of \Yizhtfrom lh,~ir 
•.'' # • ,., ' • ·., ... • " • ·-- • • • •• > • • '.!---' ' ' . ·., •• · " . ; 

uncle, · K1ng Cerdic~ ·:and·: Cynric>::his son, their cousin~· and ··who 
slew -ther~.iz:i a·· place called·- G~jght-g-araburgh, the few Britons 
·who. they found- d\t~enin'g_ in_ thaf island.··:,· The· rest· Of . the 
inhabitants of the·i?la~d hath ~i~her been previo'nslyki-Hed_or had 
fled "from· it as exiies. · ··- . . . 

.::rSinieon o(Dµm?ii~ .. ilso, jn, his hi~to-ry;. refers to the descent of 
Osbu_rh in·m~ch.the same ·ten:ns.~ do.es. -~sser,,and gives·.a ·very 
·vivid· ·oicture. of the battle -~f Certicesore in- ,vhich the Britons 

.I. . . ... ,. 

·,vere extenriinated _by the il_1v_ad_i~_. Jutes. · 
KEMBLE,'S CHARTA.E '.· ANGLOS~-X:ONICAE. 

·. ·: Hardacnuft' rexAngiotrirri etDahon!l:n': ;'int1le-year"Io4z, gi·ar1ts, 
ten mc1.nsae rif land at'-.Fernebeor·gan. tclthe monks' of~~bbendun 
in ··Be~kshire.- ·The.boundaries are set ou~-<an_d· 1ve extract the 
follo-"ring- :-. -thonne· forth siththan·: suth-on thone· 5tanchtan ,veg- of 

. ~ . ' . ~ 

Stanmerir1,ga g.emaere ;, thonne forth·oil thone'smalan wegto tham 
fulan "'-egc-se:hatte Stijinctheg, .thaet·i~ catmeringa gemaere arid 
thaes lan<les to Feornbeorzen. - ·'. N·o-. DCCCXII~ ,· . ·., . ' , ·, . u 

· Ch_artet of E~d~gar; King··· of the Engfis~ gra,¢ing x inansae 
of the best land" in-loco.qui H~nneride numcupanir vocabulo" to 
the. church of S{ 1\Iarv~ Abbendun·~to the.use of the :tnonksthere. 
The. :boundaries .com~~en'ce:. from:""HenP.aricI~--f.e.,· Hendi-ed :~ 
amongst them occril"S the·follo,ving passage::~· . .. . . . . . 

_ -&tOftham mere on \Vanetirig·e brog;. and ]a,ng_broces-:tlieathit 
c'ymtlf.to tha.eredic to St1/iitgeh{lc11u gem a era;. ~d lang ~nhe~fdan 
estw~rd·thaet hit C}~tn to thaes' eaJdonn,dru~es ge·maera'..7 . : 

. . . . . . . . . . - . --- .. -.... ,. No .. 1ICCLIII. 

. ·':Eadred, H :A.~glorui;ri rex~' 945,.to.. 94S; -grafits to his,·: seiyant 
'\Vrilfric; _lai.-id a~ Stanmere. ·:-Th~ .:b-oqndaries·of · the ptoperiy:are 
:ser·oµt,_ int~ra~i~;: as- follow~-::- • . - -. .· .. • -

.·,~-~.\erest •of.than crundeltn·thaei t~ Strait~:~;·_ and land 'stra~-te 
to ,athulfes .. thorne-;: t_()- thon.rier' EYdham~1as. ~nd S!t}ig-weges, 
tponon on:catb~orn.'i · t--:;o~ ~I~LI\7

: 



· Th~- Fanzi!y ·o.f ·Sty~· 

. "," 

In tbis work,, recent1jr issued, in the "·l\Iaster -of the Roll~-~-
. series; is recorded the followi:g.g cl1arter-:-·_ -.. : . . 

Sci3:n;.-prt:set1£tis futuri\1iiod-ego 'Osberttfs:·,A:"8bas-3la1mesburiae:: 
_et ccntrentus". concessimus D,zji-Ldo Stfre te-nementum. nostrum. de. _ 

_ s,l:in1one/sc~J~cet··duas -~ydasquas-pattrsuuiten\litterp.poreregis 
. He,,11ri~i sicut,jus :suum·-tenen~:ias de ·n,obis hi feu-do efJ1ered1tate.,: 
reddendo c·amerario nostro·- p-er_ an·num if sol_::pr; :om~i.ser\·itio~ 
salv-o regali. sery.itio. Hiis te~~ibus.· ·.. . . Reg~ 3rialrri. CxLI~ .. 

: : ·· -Translat£on.: ·. _,., 

·_.·. ·Know all m~n .p-:resent :and· J4ture, .. that~I;~ .. Osbert~ Abb~t ~£, 
1Ialmesburj~, and -:the convJ~Ilt~: hav~ grai1ted to.H,umphref sHve,. 
otir-tenernent of :S\vindone., _namely, :_the· two· h.j;des · \Vhich· his 
father hetd· ·1u-~the> time!· .of l{.irig:Henry [z:e.~, ;1.rC>o:..113_5] ~s :his 
right,: to- be holden :of.ns-in fee and :i11Jle.ritance; by paying ·to: our 

. ch~_mberlain ·e\-ery year fo-rty<shiUings; .for all service,._savi~g:·tl\e 
seh·ice du:e·to the ·king~ .. 'Th~sebe:;ing-,vituc~ses_. __ ·_ .. ·_ -,. '.· .. ·. 

· · A/Btill:·of Pope Hoiiorius;·· 1:2r 6. to 12z7~: touching ~-complarnt 
, bJ l\IaJmesbury Abbey1 against G:y -rector. of ,Swind~-ne :i~. re~itt:=d 
ir{ a"~a:td ·or'"' -rhe· Pri9rs of :st. James. and- St. ··.A.ugu$tin, l3ristol,. 
relating. to a·· dispute· about · the small tithes;.[minutis d.ecifi!.iS] 
arising· _fro;m ·-.the.· fee of_ J(£clza,:d S/iu·# ir.i- S·windon, svhich_ by 
agreement was. con1potinded: by· G.;. the· rector~ agreeir1g ·to pay 
two porinds of wax. ~rrnuaUyto the-mo.na.stery.. . ·_ 

1'1 . . ' - ~ . . . CL',. :\..ez. •. :..\.J.alh1., -, v. · · 
V .. 

. , From the two last rec-ordg~ it-. seems dear·thatthe Stive familv 
were considerable I~n~O\Vhe~s irr -Swindon._sh9rj;ly_af~er~he:dat~ 

.. of Domesday, andthoughtlj,eyso continued abcnit~hundredyears 
later; }·et froin the :.time· that the. records kno,"~n·as the· Jlundred 

. Rolls,-\vere- compiled~,:·that .is,: front. a ct:ate-: not laf~i- .· than 
:' 1274 until the :year_ r4.r9~-a. period ·9f.. -riear(r i-teritury an·d_,a 'hcilf~ 
. ·\ve_are at present ,vithouf-ac-si"ngle·instanceof the-occurrence o1 

anj;:form·of the name of Stiff. · . . . . . .. . 
. :Probably as n1ore · of· the. · records o(. tte- thirteenth·:· anc 

.f outteenth centuries . for" the :countie's_ of , \V"ilts,; · B~r:ks, · 'Hants: 
.. and Gloucester, become ac¢essible; \VC ·may tii>~~(id :tra:C~-~· SO!Ut 

·- of the. n1ediev.a.L settlements;· of .the Sti-ff:-;. and .. thus nndg,e o~ .. ~e1 
. t.li~, p·~eS<;Ili, ex{;tip.ff._gcip:.iJ-1~ theiihisio'r-r~ , ... · ' . . "'. 

- ... - . . . . .. •·, .... · .. ' ·- . 
•' '• .· '. •, 



The: -Medieval. ,st~s of·. liavik-~sbµtj~· -. 
~ . : . . . .. ,. ' . . -' . . . . . ,· ~ .. : .: . . .. , .. 

;}\,.-, ~~\~~~IL Y of .... ~tnr w~_s_ :· ~h,ipg ._at:- Hawke~bury _i_ri _G~ouc~ter :_; . 
..L~.;. snnf;, from -the ·a-ate.· 1419; .and untrl ·rece;ntlyTemamea 

. ~associated "Yith· _that \place .... From.:then1:the:modem·:_Gloucester- . · 
.. shire; ·stiffs seem. to .descend. . 

. . ., . .. . .. . . . . ~ . . . : . . - . 

· ,:- ·:The· impOrtant·- ·parish of' Hawkesbury'. vtifli; v:hj_ch ~th~y-; ~~ere · 
--so·'Io110-:conn:ectedilies in·· 'Gnnnhakt':s·Asif ·Hundred :jn :the 

. . . . . 0 ... ·. ·.. . ....... '· ... ' . . :.- ·. ' ,., . •: . .- . . . .. ,-- ,_ ... . ,-: ."· .. 

, sotithe,rn <part of -the ::_county;: adj.oining Badminton:;: aJ?:d- ·_only 
thr-ee::m.il~ from the \V{Itshire b6rder. . 1t is :bbt:fi.ve ·and .h\~entv 

. . . . . . . . . . , .... _. 

:.miles trout S,vindon, an'd. a little{ :-bver -the· same .distance: from· 
.;l\la.rlbQrough;~·ith: bothof "\vhich'·piatesitm.11 be Tem:em,b:tfred\ve 
:.find :•settlements of the nan1e eariv iii the hrelfth · and thirteenth 

-. ce~t1.:Ln.es,.- ·: ~bout; twelv€: :miles. fro~ Swintjon,and:-i\Ia-tlborough :is 
• ·La~J)6urti;e,, and some t:w'.entv :.miles :further:: is:: Silchester, -with · 
-:~vhich(9r with-:.tne'.:.:adjoining viifag~s :o-f.:Paniber,.Sherfiei<l~ and .·-

Sherborn.: -~t.- John1 a: .family qf Sti:ff:has>he~n connected.--since 
_r5p9 ·--6.1.' e§.rljer, wh-ile··:\Yap;tage,·c;5soci_ated.w-i:~h the qescendants·· •· 
. . . ·~ . . . . .. . . . . . ·'. . ' .. . . . . . . . . ' . . 

.. :·><.-: . 
. . : SILCBESTER .. 

. . -~2_ tni~eij'rom : Tfantag~ .. 
. -and..Lambour:iz:: ·: > .. -. ·. 

Paiilbet· ~~d- Sher.borne: -
·: .-.., .. ,. ·-·:. ·• . .·. , . . •'_, _•·.:.-. . 

: .:•-.·: · ... 

- of: • .Strif.in ,,fire· latter -~a_ri-: of 'the eig~th-.ceritury,··1s·, only fourteen 
' -mi1es:·e?sf.of:Swind-0µ ... -::.: .. The· :sktetcli:._plam-here:giveri- ,vi1I··tend~r; 
; d b'arb~.· the: xelati:...;~•-po~·itions .. of the ~arioris: -pl2:c-es •. a n<l ·will- ma.ke : .· .. 

. . -· ~. . : - . . •' . ' . . . . . . . ' -· . 



- it easfer< -to:: ur.derstand: ~ihe\ various · >migratiQns _: -~vh_ic.~_::.h~y.e. __ -
probably. taken- ·,:place. --_ tFhe :: distances ,:it.-::-may: be·_ \observed ~-.'are : 
: gi";en in<miles,~~the crow flies. · ,. - - --- .. ,_ . 

. -:.,.. -.,, . ·:. ~-- ~ ... ·-~ · .. ·-: '• ./-; '·.· :'·. < ;~ . ... ,• . ; ·. '. . . . . . . . . -~- . '. . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . 
- ;:Hawkesbu·n.~. · the · oidesf krn:.nvn · settlement ··of the Stiffs · in 
Gib'.uces'tershi;~. ·-is•an . ;~tensive:· pk'rish _·some. thirty:fiv~ miles in: 
··cfrcumf~ence,.· and a,;_:cientlv· w;is:kno,-..~n: asthe:mothet·or.se\;en 
ai'hghter"s·,· for as n1anv dist1~ct: tithing-s--O'r haniiets lay~ within its 
. . . . . . .. ~ . ~ . . . ·. - ·. . 

.bounds.- -These w-ete :-· -H,iHeslev. Tresham~ Kilcot,• Sadd-lewood- -. ~ .. . . ._ . . . . 

. _ or ·the-: -'\Vaste, _H·a~.vkesburr- ·Upton, :.Ingleston;,: and·_ ·Little-. 
Badtrii.n.ton·.:· ;The-mother church of·St. -l\Iary liesatthefo'ot.of.· 
the :biU.f on which, -~bout half a centun,~ ago,.·was erected ·the. 
monument ; to· Lord ... ~ur: Somerset,. , .~o i-familiar ·t,o · raihvav . 
. tra~;elle:rs:hetween: ·Giou·cester and Bristol> :A~ a paqsh: church,-. 
1t , --is_· well' }YO-rth .· a visit on', ,account of its many irite.resting , 
~-c~ite~tu_ral· features.,- ·not- the·.Jeast noticeable ___ being .the ··Ifue --
storie ·pulpit -from· which the sµccessive·vicars -·of Haw·kesbmy 
· have oreached for the 1ast .five or six centuries. - · ... ·· . -.. - · · 

·•: . .4 . 

- -.- The chancel was the·butiaLplace-of-theJenki'ns·on family,: and_ 
·here 'Sfill· -ha.ng ·n1~~~f the .·bann~rs: oL>the ~arl_s __ ?.f:L~verpool,. · 
while ··the ·-chapel;· at the ·-east end· of the-:south-: aisle, contains 
inscriptions: to the_ ofd'.:.G-loucestershire family of St-inchcombe, 

·--_The- parish church ,is situated at what was--anciently known as 
·stoke ·Hciu:kesbur_};; or simply as- :sto.~e, but this distinctive· name · 
· has long· beert: extinct;· arid. -is sca .. rcely mentioned even. in the 
county:- histoiie_s~-- though .. it. is: as .we. sh9-ll s.ee of frequent 
occurence in t'he maµo-ria(rolls ... On the top ~Jf the hill, b~hind . 
the:church,. is th~ "·iHage~ most appropriately knq~vr1_as E/azvkesbuij; 
lj)ton~ ~hil~t a_ mile aw?,Y irt the deep ·co.mbe_~· at Jhe end .of ~he· 
hi}ls~ :.which'. sour ·off.-onthe· other side; i~the hamlet qf Kz?cote 
or.ie_ .of ;thi: .. sciv~n .tithings ·~of. Hawkesbliry'. ~lr~ady .·referred_ 't.6:,· -

. Iti{a pi¢tu;res~ spot:. ~ith. itsitarnihouses, <:;Ottages~ and 'µiills:along_ ·_ 
• 'side·the stream :which- .runs:.do,,vrithe narrO\~~sal!e,~~ on it's way .. 
_ t~~~~4~- Severn~. _· The . haml~t 'is ?- . straggling.,plac~- ~bou-i: a..' mi!~ . 
in Iength~the one end of .. it being kn·own as- Upper Kilcote, and 
:tht=·:·oth~:r as -L6wer Kilcote~--- Though· t~e .Stiffs h·aye lorig:since 
-cease·~· ·toHve· here".t4ere is -y·et a field. ·iii Kilcote_ whi~h goes_ by 

-- the ;n~e--of '"'Stifts• clos··ef' Johfr,Styffe·was a copy holder here 
.- _as_ iady ·:a.s :-1422; c1nd ·-:manf-of -the· f~'rilily' .'.remained ,·associated 

with ,the: place qu-ite:late. 111._the $e\·enteep.th :century. -• . -. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

< .· ~·_I,;glelto~,-·a.A6ther:h~ni~et'-:bf Ha,,·ke~hury,· about.:: 'a ~He· .tjorth. · 
. of the.ch~ch, ·gi"~es its--name to -the- -ifili _ llllen~Josed lnglest0r( 



The. /Fti,iz-i!J,: l➔r.·.:sti_ff._ 
. . . .• ... \... .. / . .\ '. ... : . 2-2. 

' C O~f!lpp.,<an-4· .wht~n. \Vt:,. l01)k at the :.0Jd:fasJ1ioned: ;farmhouses, . 
. _an.ti. t11~:Jriat<;_h,.ed t~ottag~s ~hi.ch -fringe ihe ,com:q10.n, ,ve ·,realize 
·•ho-w _little/it can h~·ve: chan-ged:hi: appec1rance dtiring-tlie 1as·t-t~\~Q 
-PF·.tt~~~- ,h_1111dred, -ye~rs. ··: .• ·_1 .. his _hamlet:: _like-Ki1c9t~; ,_ t;\;cts· -~ 
: favourite : :r:esid.ence of the Stiffs. as . \Ve · shall ;see , wheri : "ve 
,4.eal '. ·with _. their his.tor/ .in .. th~_:.seycnteenth - : ~nd · --~ight~ntfr 

. cen.turies .. 
' . . . . . .. 

It is· almost unnecessarv- to·• remark· that :,ve :find offshoots at 
~ . - ' 

\1ifferent · times •- settl ~d .. in· .the .neigl.1bpuring >piaces,. - such · as 
·-,v:rckwar; ·ChxppingSodbtrry, Oldbu-ry--011:-tlie.;.Hilll' etc. ·· .. Specially 

,v-e ,mav -mention Iron· ·A:Ctgn;:- ·some iive- · miles sotith~,vest· of 
Fia\vke;btiIT, \Yhere there(is; still° a ·settie~e·nt of Stiffs~ .. · ,Orie 

,::brarich of- this•·IineC:migrated ·:fo .£?:JzieriI:].: the. early ·part :.Bf this 
:·.century:···and is ·.now· resident :there.' . In·- the' earli, pa.rt i{)Fthe 
··sev~enteenth cenb.1n;:a sti1l-exisrin2"~branch of the Kilcote'Stiffs 

. • . . V . . . . . 

settled at °ff-'otfon:..wndc'r-.E'dge, and, later:on, removed to D~rsle_y._. 

· .. Another b:ranch;the desccnaants .of A·nthbr.iy'Stiff. ofKilcote,. 
who ctied in .r607;··migrated--Jn the. seye.nteenth•~·century to .·t;a;,i~-
eight .miles north of Ha:\vkesbiiry,-:and-v.:ere hu1<Jowners. in--'that 
-parish~ 1ate:a,s 1·837, being at' the,.presqnt time,-:free:holders.in-
adjoining parish of [lle_;•.. · · ·:.. · ·· 

There was-also an eizhteenth. centurv settlement ·of Stiffs at 
. . . . ' u . • . . .· . 

A'orth lVzo!,y,)near \Votton~un.de-r~edge, ,""110 almost :.certai..11Iy: 
sorano- from·t11e 1n°·leston Stiffs. - · . · · · · · 
~ 0 . . ~ " 

. . . . . . . 

· -· Ha\vkesbury· formed part of the the ·possessions· of the ~~bbey 
· Church of St: }Ian<at ·Pers ho re in 1Yorcestershii-e; and of course; 
at the dis,solution. ;f the m-0nasteri-es, C<.tme into ;the hands of the· 
cro\-rn.~ · It is doubtless ·due. to this .fact, that .there_. _·are .. stiH 

_· preseri·edjn, the Public. Record Office~ rnany of the ear.ly:court 
rolls of, th~ .manor of Hawkesburv .. This'. circumstan·ce··is a 

. fortunate ~~e,- for"it. enable:; us t6 sh~w the·.- ·continued existence· 
of :theiStiffs · in the ·parish~ fro·m·, the -earlj·,p~rt of the fifree_nth 

. .. .. . . ~ . . -
. . . . ., ' - .. . _.,. ' 

-· century onwaras·~ . 

. As .the name .is not found· ·in'· any'. of the ·extant: rolls- befoie 
. 1419, _. tve -~re: inclinei:·to t.l;iri.k ·d;~t .tl~?t. date· approxi~at~fy 
indicate$theperi1>d\vhen:the ~tiffs .first_settled·incGloucc:stershire,, 

, .though,· :unfortunately too m~ny--of the ,earJy·.rolis are missing 
. . . . . . . . ,: . ·•. . . - . . . . . . .. 

. -'lf T!;e. manor of Hrj_T,v!.:e:.;bury ai:as--:·st~i~e:. Hawk~-~ur:.;, _ \~·as gr.anted :3.t ·d1e 
dissoluti.'on·to· SirJohn:: Butel-er~ ·lmii;ht, .,v_ho -wa-s .a.t.-;o _·po~{es$;ed of tbe manor 

. ··: cf .:C3pfn11, ,'.:ai:."1.is · Hii\rk::-!-hury,: but.· -t~e ic,r"d:-;hip of . St0ke · Hawkesbrir};, 
_i uhiniatdy.passe<l to. the Jf..'iikim:011 Lmdj·, ii1 .. ,vho.ut it is still Y:.:::-i:Cll.- · . · . · 



tC' .·e:r1ahle·)U,$· ... io .. afntt11 ,·:thi5 '\\~it_h .certainty~.: ·.'Prob-alJiy>ttter::\V~re 
immigrants f ro111 Jhe _·neighbouring: county of ""vViits~ · It-. is. not 

-a lit:tle·,i.singhlat:th~~::at ··pre~entwe·_are-without a.hf::trace~<ci.f;.·.•the 
name ·.thrqug.houf tqe · Wb(;le .::of. the fourteenth · century,. ·and 
irideed--.fOr'· so~e -vears before~ .. For ·the' 'n1ecEevai histor\~:of a 

. . . . .- • . . ' • •. . . : . .· .. . . . . • ' ,'. .·. . ··;..I· :_ ·. ," 

Jamih· .like. thi.s, ahi·a,·s fest·. in nurnber, leading-. an ·u·:r1everitful. 
. ... . ; . . . . ' . - . . ~ .. .. : -. ' . . '-' 

. ·career, and rarely; :rising,. abo'\~e .the yeoman class, it is almost 
.. useless:to search: patent rolls': inquisitions,·· and the<likG-~: '.':\Vbat 
. ·,we·;have to rely •upon,. are eady·,,~:i]:ls, :.deeds·t and -charters,:,assize 
.fol.is. and_ suqsidy ·rolls~ and.abo.1,:;·e all, mano.r rolls, which'_<::ontain 
records of the small 1and-O,\\::ners such :as.::.t1re Stiffs-in Glo:ucester-. . ' . . . , . ' . . . . -·· . .. . ·- - ·- .. ·-· . 

sh1r~; ahvays appear tQ have been _as· far: back :as: v:e:. Ga.n., ,trace 
·: :them. l\tost ·of :these .r;ecords· ar~ · practically.sealed b<>oks, . .,b11t 

... ~happily 4S the. ·.ear~y nfanor. rolls. of Ha~vke"sbury·are·-in -th,eJ?µbliG 
R.,eootd_ Office, it has ;be.en· found . possible· to rnake, a· careful 
·examination.of them., 

It will :be convenient to giv·e a. list 9f those whic_h are at _pres~nt 
kno~:n·to o,e extant, fog"~~her,~lth the:·officia1·-referen·ce .ri-unrbei-.:· 
. ._ .. ' ' ~ . . . . . . . ' . ~· :·. . :· ~ 

.- . ~ . . 

. --. REFERENCE~· .·.DATE.OF. ROLLS .. 
., -· '. .-

. 1:4 tC> 2 i Ed ward I_.·, I 2 86~ 129 3 -· •· .... :. ~: •. ; .. ·.cPort. I-~ No. ·-53 • 
. _ N9 +nenfion. of the Stjffs~ 

. . 

Port.·: r 4, :.N..o.:.·54. · 



24 ··The FaJJz-£(,y oj St~ff. 

.-/ 14; Ed1v~atd::lV:./ 1475 .•.. · ..... : • .... -~- • --< _- Pdrt.':Jg; No.- 64~ . 
• . - . . - -fGap;• 1476-1-550~1. •··. ·., :: ·:: . ·: : - -· ._-_ · .: .:· ·- -

.. ;.. ; .. :.:'. ..... :·· . ~ ·, ·. "-... -:,. : . ~. . . •' . . .· ~ . . : . ' . ·. . 

1.o" Henry.v.1L,,150.1,., .• _: •.•. ;~-.. -~ ... -. ~, ••• :_: ·•Port.·14,No.58·.:_ . 
- · · -·· __ · ·,.- · [Gap, 1-502~1.sl-L} _ : _ · - _· : ·· .. >. : -.. :, ·. _ ·-

• .. 1;Ht!~ry '?&!i __ ;1lt_:;_·;_ 5;_sJ_· .... -~ .. J Port. i+, io. 5~- . ·.· 
· 20;·.Henry \l:II., -/~29 .• ,.·~-. : . •• ~-·~ •..• -• } ·_ ---- -_- · _-. · -. ·- ., · 

'. ... ' ·,_[Gap~ 1:530-·1534~]._· .-· 
, 26; Hen:ry-:'.\'TlL, -1535 .. -•.. -~- •• ·~.~ ..• •.···:Port. -li,:No>51, 

H·ere the_- manorial· roHi of Hawk~sbury cease, ·so far ·as· the_· 
_ Public Record ·Office is concerned.* · · 

\i:e may :no-~v,-gi~e ~he::r.esutts '.0i-a·•_perusaLof these:records:---
.. At the view of Frankpledg~ held for Stoke, i.e., Stoke Hawkes-

- bury,. at l\Iartinmas,, 6 Henry~V~; 0 i419;·the jurypre·sented· John· 
· ·styffe for breaking t11e ·:assize· of ·ale,. and -he _ \v-:as therefore 
· am.erced in the sum: of -sixpence~ --_ . 

Johannes· Styffe~ ·• ~ ~brasiavit et·. fregit-:as~isani';'' :1deo '1Il·: 
·misericordia.:' : . - -- . -- -- ~ . -

' . 

At the same · cour.i in a suit, 'J,homas Sturgys, -t'. Richard -
l\Iaynard, the /~Plegiide]ege,,, 'or 'sureties.were Robert~ Ka: ?n'<l . 
John __ Styffe,: :th~ Ia~ti::r. being_: doubtless the :indi:vidua1 ~pre:vio:usly. · 

-fined. -for 'brea~ing the assize of _ale, and .as.-entries)ower down 
-·descnbehimas''Johan.nesSt}ffe,JVodezvard~·":jn1:422:an<i1.426,-we·, 
ccinchide that to_ him fell the task,of'superyizing. the .woods of the 
Abbot of . Persho:re. Ho,~ nec:essary such.- an 0.ffice;r was, -t~e _: 
numerous entries relating to. trespassers in the lord's woods .venr -

.. ·· . . . . . . . . ,. .. . J 

clearh: show.' . - .,. - __ _ 
.A.s -,ve -hat:e · alreadi· intimated. these. e·ntries -~r~: the ·earliest 

records of the narri;: in Gi'o~ce~tershire, -which at .present -~ve · 
have met "·ith~ .. . - .• . . . ,. ·_ - . 

_· • .\t-ihe l\Iartinmas court, '9 Henry·v.,·I:4-ZI;Johr,i Styffe,is again 
presented for breaking the as-size of ale, ·and .is_ ·fined· ai before_, .. 

· . 6d~, which ·appears to: hav.:e ,·oeell ·the·:_ ·u-su_al. amount. °for ·this · .. 
. verr:'ccfmmon' o!Tence. .. . . 

. it , the last -_ mentioned- c6urt : he obtained:· a .- grarif. of _.the 
:re~ers-ion of- a ~i'essuage in Kilcot/then held: by -~•flite trod~, :_for .. 

-_the:· --lives of· himself;- his·•.v.~fe:_':_1\1argatet :•·_and -.Ed1~h, -_ t·heir· :·•. -
daughter;' Jor·which:_he gav~·.-'the·lot1 -~r-fine;of 6s~ 8d~···as~-~~11: .. 

• .:·rn reply ·to .an ::ing,iliy~, Sir-George B~ Jenkinspn statesth~t he posse~$es . 
_ no ·manor .rolls for. H~~vkesb_ury; Possibly they have strayed· from theh:' ·proper· .. 

custody~ for: :it seem5: unliJ.:eiy ·tr~at :a11, the -~ourt rolls ::Since th:e tiiric .of Hen_r-y 
'VIII:. cin ha .. J~ 0<:e-n destroved. -_ - . . . · . __ _ -

Since:',vri'tin.g·the·aoo.eniorc.·0f rhe flawkesburyCourtroBshave co'meto·light· 
· in ihe Public Record office~ viz. t:z-16-Henry VT, and 27_;3! ·Henry VI._ The 
· reforences' iu th<':m to Tonn S:vffe m!.Ist b_e dtalt 'l.1:irh later. · · ·-

J . - . . 



·~. lhe ::gra~t ~f..a:-Jio:µse .ap.9 -r.neado.vy in_ .·Kilc9te~ -9p -the,. Tike 
~~~-1-~sc .afier.~he :-death- :o.f Julia..'1a, • the ·viifo~'.-9( ;T-fi.omas _ .!:Iarrys-; 
:.,i3trt ·f.be -amo~nf or··-the. fine· for· ·ihe ·-1atter is:·nof ·n-o,v. ·legible. • 
-1~~l gra,ii~ J~rth<:r pro~ti~ep thG,t( they -should r~nder to :t~e)ord -. 
the:_sa.Illt=,-du~s ·as did -.Alic~-- Trode·arid Juliana Harrys·, ·but- these 
~pfo#.u~a~~iy: a_re:notspeci~ed. The gr.ants ar~~thµs}<=bJrde,g- :....:,_ · 

. -.>Ad-i,.i~~a~_[cu?~J ·.popiinu~,conce~sit:;j£(btz~ni St.;ffe et 
~Margarete ·uxori _ .. ejus ~t $dith_e: filie _ -• eo-iurp. ~~ . ~ _-.• _- : ... _i -
:messua.giqm_ -_cum: p·ertinentiis--":in Kylcote _· quod -.A.lici~ _ 
-Trode:modo .tenet·nost decessum eommTsic--1 Ten"endum · 
Joha.."lni l\:Iargatet~ uxori ejus et Edithe ·a.a terminum 
vite· -eorum- secundum consuetudinem- eius -manerii -
per .. rotulum- curie'. Reddendum- ,.in.de_. [~omino prefato] 

iµ, -• o~¥ibµ~ sicut predicta A.licia if:L4~_ptj.us reddere et 
:facere' consu.,e"vii Et da;t· Domino .de. fine--\j5 viljd Et ·recit ._·· 
domiriO fidelitatem·. · · · · · · · · · - · -· · 

Item C~nc.essit p:re_dictri"Johrinni Si)ffi ·er· iffargarete et-. 
:Edithe:·- J domum -. :-cum. · j · .~ ·,. -~ · ~ .- . pra.ri-_ .in• ,Kylcote >·post · 
detes~um· ·- J uiiane: uxoris ; Thome · Ha-rfys- cum accident 
Teriendum. ·eisden1 Johanni e~··-}I~rgarete_.e,t Edithe ad -
terminum .. vite . eorw--:n._., per• rotulum curie Reddendum 
:in!:le .. .-domm~ prefato :_in-~oµn1ibus ~icut iireqicta· J ul_iana -
Effecit'domino-fidelita~em_Et 'dai_'[domin◊--de line] j .. ~ 

·'-As- the previous· efitries relat111g-to-John .Stiff are_up.der _Stoke, 
the present:·-~awkesb_ury, these-two-grants;niay indicate the date . 
at which the Stiffs "l;~ere first settled at Kil cote. -. 

. . 

. JohnStyife-is- again refe·rr~d· to as 'the ''-woodward?~- .unde; -
Woodcrofte, aithe Hockdat court/held' I-o· Henrr v., r42·:i.-

.. - . , ·. . ·. . . - . ··'. . . . . ' ' ·_ . . .. . . .., -, . . . -

· . fi'o_odcro.fte • .. De Attachiamenta _ Joha-,inzs St;~r-_ wodeward 
. -. , _ · ib1dem prout paret · in ex;tracta eidem .delil~erata xxd_. 

· At th~-l\Iartin~as- court, held+: Henry-VI.-,- _1425, fo~_~y~~cote, .·· 
John ,<Styiie is again: am_erced-,·in ·the _ sum of .-sixp·ence,· -for· 
breaking th~. as_Sj:?e '9f ·aJe, . ~d }Ye_,~re 1:hersfor~. _in~li;1ed to. ~nfer . 
that sometime:·_between i4-21·_and-1425, he· ha9-. -removed.· "fr~m 
HawkesburytoJ~ilcote.;. _ -_. ,._ .-- · - · ·· - · · ---

. At. :t_~.e -:ri~wi8{:/rarikpJed~e hehl ai ~Iar:tiiitn4s~ _: 5 I!enry·v1.:; . 
• •• • ;. • .' •·••• .•••• ,•• •• _v .•• • • • • • • •• • •• •s,••,•,•••• ••••, k •• • •· : 

. 1426/fqrI{ylc?~e;cJohn Styff _was.::ordered to re,p~:-his· ten~rµe~~~- -
·At· ·th.e 'view·hf _··Frankpledgei .::held l\'Iarrimnas,::,:6 :.IIenry.:,v1:,-_ 
-f.e~ ·142~, somf-me-ntion\seems?t9 -be·made;-0f:aJohn- Styft}under. 
-._£admvnton,<·p:roba.blv· Badminton -.Park,' ·a.·'•village· ··near ·io .. 
. . .. ··"'· ..... ·.· '_;_ -.. · ~ ·. ·.· ~- : ·.. . ... ' . .• .. · .: : : .. ' .. , ,· ·. •/.••; .... 

··.H.a,v'ke:sbrir.};,'.:a.Ttd indeed ·one:of::theseir.en. hamlets -app1:1rtenant _ 
. to it~ 1:>Jtti:he:._rol{is tQ() fa.ded :to fully :,dicyp_her th.~ j~ntry/ -·<:. _ .- . 

-. -U nforiunat~ly, '. :a)gap _ :of- thirty ·years occursi-in:• thes~ m'.anor. 
. . - . . ....... -.. : \ .. '• - ·: . .·. , .. ' . . . . . . ~- .. ,; ·::· .-. -· ,; . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . ; ~ .. 
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. ;. · .. h'• . ,· .;; . . -n . . ~h,. ;h . -~ ... -, .. : ;+ . . +· . ··H· .· ... ;:;·<-•. ~-
·l'O ..,s, ut ·ln ·t e r:ieJtr· Q __ e ~.,.t.lC ~ 1S e_.tant,. th .... w of -he· -O'--kd.ay . 
CGU_~ Jo·H~~ryw_·v~ \\:e·fi~st µI?-4-mentio~ of a Nic~o-las·_stj::fe, as· .. 

. a pledg-e~ ·. :,: · : : · ·- ·-- ·. · · ·. · · .· ·: ··· ·· .·· . 

. The~ death : Of;'John · ·stjflle ~s- .pre.~int~d. ai· a. '1ib~ of frank~.,• 
.·pled-g~, p.~ld .it. ~Iart_irimas, JJ.:·Henry VI.~. 1458.; :-_.From :ihis,we··•·· 
. gat:h-er thaf 4-e- .hel<l. a .. cc,ttage in . Kil cot; at :th{:: rentai of. -9s:.··4d. · 
. a year, and :that there -2.cqrned- to_.ihelor9::as aheriot, 'an ox;-of; 
the: value-._.·or ·. s·s .• · ... The. cottage: itself.· descended,to . :his. '.SOil, 

· 'Nicholas. Sty:ff .. IIL the. absence of th? court rbHs. -for 1427 -to 
1457-, it. is· -0f. course.not··:possi,ble.-···to- decide_ .wheth~r_·:these 
premises are identical \Yith· either of these granted to John Styff; 
thirty se\c-n:- years . heforei -or indeed ·whether the·:John Styff of i 

. 1419 and 14z_2, may ,be identifie.d: with th~ o.ne who.sf death i~_,: 
. now noted, although such: maf:v;ry possibly be tb.e case.; .. , . . . /:';/ 

At the- Hock.day· .court· in .the following.year,. 3s Henry·VI.,:· 
r4-6;,,.·N.icho1as Styff was admitted· tenant' of a: messuage in -
Kilcote,"lately-in·"the occupaticni of John Hev--ys~· This ho~;e: 
Nic~Olas Stiff' obtained for the t~rm of hfs owu._ life and :.thato~ ·. 

· his wife, ... :.\.gnes;. at the· annual ·rent.of :eight _shillings, pay-able'. 
.. quarterly,. :and :~~jectto a- heriot :at·his· death or de.P:artrire. '· · 

· · The record of these transactions rnris thus :­

HA vrKE_s~URY.-: :View :.Pf Frarrkple_dg~; ·St. 
-Henrv VL I" "'8. · _. · · · · · ... · ~- · . . TJ .. . .... 

Kylcote. . Item present~t quo.d Johanmf Sij'.ffi diem suum· 
clausit extremu..-rn_. qui de. domino tenuit unurn cotagium. 
c~_.,'.pe_rt,irienti~s sub. redditu per :annum ix$ jiij,i ·unde •· 

· accidit :aomino . d~ henetto .unus _ bos. pretii viiY~ _Et: 
· · cotagilli~ predictun;i ·cum pertin·~~tiis reI?Jari~f 2V/chollao 

nlio_ :dicti -Jo-Hannis tit ·patet per copia~·:_suam:· p~r 
·:dominuminde-sibi concessuni~ ·_ . - . .. ·.. . . . . .·_ .. 

'H.AWKE~BtiRY.:· Vi~w·: of•··,Fran.kpledg~~- ::Hp~kday, · 3s·_ 
·Henry·y1~-f~60.· · .. -. . . .· ,., . . ..... · ... · ·. :.:- .·· 

-Stoke.,.· .. 4di~m v~nit°tiuhplizHS.c $-ttJJ/:ht. .cepit:de do~irio 
· .. -, nnunf messttagium-cum p¢rtlnentiis -in Kylcot,e· ~uper i~ 

. te~tira .:=.Johannis' H"ewys :-vi~fl·: per : annum. et.· Omnia 
··cetvicia:inde·pnus debita et dejure consueta Habendu:m> 

.. ··. , et.: .· ten;endum-· .. tonmi •·::pre dictum·· .: messuagium· ··::cum : 
: . : ,pet#~entiis .predicto. iVi.:hu!ao· et Ag1iet£ uxori . sue · ad .. · 

'; terminum :\:ite .sue .StlXessive;. r.e:i.:!itu. ~viij8 ~d. quatuor 
. te'rn1ihos:; '•Henot· ·~t death or.departure ~, bidens pretii_ 

I zd:'". :t-ro .fi.ne b.eca.us.e:::he' rebrdrs ,,and· mairitains'>'l•i'' 
· prm~drrrde·quobus. spaciis.'} . Nic~:01~s ·_--~tyif ~is ~~e~-: 

admitted::and do.es'feaJty:... ·· · ··. ··· · '· ·" :. · ' -- . "·-' '.' .'-·=' 



HAWK.ESBURY : View of Frankpleqge, .· 39 .. Henry·. VI, 
·· " I ~6o-6i · · · . ',•·· · ... -... 'T.-: ·, ... '. - . .·. ·. 1. . • ·.:.·:--~•j- ·--. "" . , .. .''.). . 

: :· St,o~. ::· ... ·~icfyolas . Styff ~:· .is presentec.t,. .and. .. .fip_ed: il · for 
... ··· ·. allQ~ng pis beasts~to trespas? on the:- 0 ,sp1h'll: . .-gelds. 

_ .• •· · ~,f-9~111pos ~min~l~s." at :Bag~laye<-- · · · · - · 
·:. ·:a gap of i.se.ven _year.s·-now_.oc_Gurs·in the roils, and ,.the :next 
mention -.of the: rtame ·is in_ i 47·0 wh.e~ -the tithingman\pre;ented­
TI?-omas Stiffe, :w.ho-:together:·with others,J1ad .-broken. the assize· 
ofale,,~cl had :pennittedthe common.way.at Copyne~ hende.to .. 
fall into_ disrepair .. _.: . • . . _ . . . _ . . . . . . - .·· 

HAWKBSBpRY: 'Yiew: of Frankpl~dg~~ ~9 ·:r;dward -JV.', 
-14-69-70~ . . . . . . 

Stoke. Decennarius -ibidem cnm .decennia ..... ~. Item· 
·. presentat quod Robertus Forde,. via, 'Thomas. ·S(x.fte, vi\ 
. ·Thomas ·Byke, vi\ ;et \Villielmus .•.•• ·• ~ .. vid, brasiaverun.t . 
etfreger11nt assisam_; 'ideoipsiin•misericordia ... -~ .·.Item 
presentat quo~- communis via apud Co.pynes :hende jacet 

. in fa1!1d •••• in defalto Thome_.\Vym};>olde" Thome .S,'tyffe, 
.. "\Villelmi Bullesdone f etc and order was made ·for_ them 
· to ·an:iend the same~l - • · · -

:_.-At the. ~Hockdai_ .. conrt .. _for_ Stoke, ,.-.-12:· Edwclrd-.Iv.:~·- _'.1472, . 
'.presentment. is :made 9f .an )~stray which, it is .--stated, is ."in the 
posse·ssion : of .:Thom.as Styff,. and lo'wer doi'1l. · on .the .same . 

-. ·membra~e is anothe·r entry :respect111g-.htm, but now too· faded 
. • •. . . . . .:. .. · .• . ' ., .• , . . ·,...... . . . . - . - 4 ' ' - • . . · • 

. to ·be·. r~act. Thomas ·Siyrre; was a 'Juro.r at_ th~ Hockday court 
·.for Stoke in-the following-year ·1474. ·. He was amerced sixpence. 
• for brealdng .the· assize · of ale,, and is again n1entioned in 
· connection with. a.n estrav. · · · 

. . . ·.· . . ···"' . . .· . . .,_ . 

.. A.t t~e I\Iartinmas <:ourt~ 13 Ed_\vard IV.,. 1473, lli~der Kylcote, 
Nicholas ·St:,Vffe is 'recdrded·:as· .. breaking the assize ·of ale, thus 
again incurring aJine _of sixpence, a;1.d a further presentment is 
made, · that· the· -gate· at. Elyottys lane. lies :broken; tlJrough the ·. 

· · default' of j o~n- \Vyrlicke: Edit~ Gurney;_· ~nd. 'Nicholas-: St,yffe, 
and they :we/e_.ordered: to J:epair ii by'_th~·follo;ying Su~d~y~.:-. : , 
· .. Af:._,,the ·Hqckday,:court. in. ·14 Ed,vard~iv;,· :i474> ··:r;i~holas ·-. 
Styffe.-/appe<1rs as a-jur.qr., and·nn.der K-ylcote :,he is: ;present~-for . · 
notmaking up his.poriion:-of.a-hectge caHed 'He,~7n~--hegge in' 
accor4a~ce wit.p: an :order of the preceding ·cot1rt.. _ · He an_d two 

. others- \vere· fined· a _shHling each, ~but lhis it. t!ppea;rs; was. s11bse~ . 
. quently-remttted.. . .. ..:· · . ·. ·_. . -. · -· .. :_ . ·:. ·. . · - . - _:_:'.:. :.'. . . . . 

:'- · · The:entry in-the -rdILis.to the ·fo!Iowirig e~ect:~ · .. · .. :--_-. · 
J(j'./c0.te •. ·. -_ Hotnagirim ___ ibide_m ,rei).it: et.· pr~sentat~-.quod 

.. ;'\:" h 7 ,·, .... ·--·1· l T , . i.~ .. h ,.., 
~ .1.~:zc' .. otq,:1.,s .• ')!Jife, \'Vi l_etm_us· ~angeaen e~ . .:,.;.C11t 1a uomney · .. · 
_..nonJ~eru~~:J>t;Lrp~te~iHius -sepis· voq:tt~, ;he~1 ~:_4egge .. -
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, _ :$iqµ~ ~~bµe,~~µt_ in, pr.es~pt-0 i~,.cu.ria. :prese.dente-~ -jd~o-' 
_ in~mwnt p~r1a;rn:hab~nd~~ tn· ,_c·uria·_precedenle:, yiz.:. 
·quilibet ;eo\~rri xij<l e~ po~t?a. · dominus _ P: ... _ ~aff eratqtes · 
pena!l1: pred1ctani parctonav1t. _ . _ 

Afrentrv rnade:·atJhe same· court~ shows that Thomas Styife of: 
Stok~ · [H~~~:l~e,sburyJ. ~~as'. agaln -in : possess ion of an ~-stray,_ :a_ 
.small· dun coloured horse, .. worth t_hree. shillins-s.. . - . -- _. : - . 

Stoke ::Ite~, pre_~entant urium-parvuh!·_equum c◊loris ,,;duri'J:' 
p'Tecii iij5 perverrientetn in extrahuria citra festum Sancti . 

--- -- -Johannis- et remanet· -in· custodia:- -·Thome :st_;ffe ·Et. 
·_ :preceptum est quod -proclamatur:,pet ·curiam •. · ·- · 

:A.n-0ther unfortun~te gap ensues, this ti-me ·of fi.ve and twenty · 
years~ and then· we ·find a _Nicholas :Styffe acting as a juror at the . 
. l\'Iartinmas com1: -in 1 fr Henry ·v"'1L, ·i500_. · __ It is scatcely)ikely. 
that !ie is to be· 1dentified · \Vith his. na111esak.e; the_ sorr .or John ·. 
Styffe, ~.-ho was_.a copy.holder at I-Glcote ,some years before., ~ore­
Ekely he is the· Nicholas Stiffe~ who wa~ tenant of. two messuages . 
at Kiicot in 1512 •. From· 1501.;to 1512 is again another gap~ and. 

· -we find in · the _ latter .year, hoth- -John Stiff an:<l: ·vVilliam · Stiff 
· acting as jurors. ,_at the court, the precis·e date of wt,ich we caririoti_ 
· · decypher. · At the same court one_ Cienient · Fenne was. gran.ted- -

the reversion oft~~o messuazes in Kilcote, known as· StifPs:arid·· 
· "\Vebhe's, after .the· death of ·Nicholas. Stiff; -~r · sooner deter~ 
. mination of his interest in them. 

- _ The entry·on the·roli lastreterred.to' i~ thi? :- · 
. . H~.\\1.:KESBtRY.: "View of Fiari.kpledge;'-feast of.--~ ... 

. H.. VTIT . . . · 3. · enry , _ · ..... _ 1 5 r i. __ 
Ky·lcote: •••. '.·~Caprio reversion is. · -- _ _ _ _ _. _ -·0 ·• _ _ 

·. · _ Ad hanc. curiam venit Clemens ·Fenne et cepit de domino _ 
· _ ~eversionepl __ duon1m messuagiorum u.nius · cotlandi et._ 

. rliinidie . ,:irgate . terre CU!?l ,suis:. pertirientiis _in KilC(}t~, 
vocatiSt_yffes et·\Veb~es inodo in-tenura LVichola:iSf:yjf 
immediate et quaml citd:cuni J acciderit post decessri'ni . 

----seu. . disc es sum . sursum~redditum ---•- sen --- foris· -.' fatturaril · 
· ejusd_em :t-.Iicholai -Sti:ff:eten:eridum sibL°.pro ·ter-mino·•:-vite:: 

_.. . _ .sue, secun·dum. consu,etudinem · · manerii ·_pro.· redditibus · 
. con.snetudinibus . et sem<;iis inde. -priu$ d~bitis , ·et· 
· :consnetis,·secta curie et herierturil :cum. accident.· -Et 

__ · dat do±nino_de··une pro~---~~-. ~~ta.tu iride· pro reve:r:sione-· 
--- '.-'·: :·-. ·predicta-sic_.habendum·:xs,£t sic:admissus:est-Et:fideli~i-

. · .respectuata quousqlle ~tc. --- - · _ ·· · _ · .. · 
. : ·\'\1hether' ·:Nicholas Stiff 'VlGlS theri. ah: <lld :man;: we: of -·cotits·e"< 

c.annot _say~ though: it:see,ms ·very-probahle. . . .. . ·. . '. ::-: . 
. :.Onlr.two SUl!)Sequent,-courf-rolls are. ·l{n·own :to -·be ~xtant~--and. 

they do no~ ena~le usto add 'io -the :pedigree. . The-Jay_ sub~idy 



roll of r+-"15~ Henr.y VUL, !52 3, SfiO\Y~ -h~th "\Yilliam. Sffff and . 
Jo.· ce'··'.s~: fr.e ·• ·p·a· · ~no- ·6· ,., .. ·a· 01··ec·e···up·o· n· .. r : · ,~ .. -~ · ··s····"',-+·h· _:1-tt . J . . 1.j .. 1 ,• •. },1.:.1: ... i:::,·: s~. :_ . •· . · .. ·. · ;t, ·I~. • lil :vOill ,. ., 1. ..:e·: a er 
Joyce.oTJecosa Styffe-m:ay.have~heen thewidowof eitherJ.011:n or. 
Nicholas.-· >At ·the··Hockday-c•ourt in.::z,o:Henry VIIL, t529,the 
tithing of :Stokecpres~nted. \Vi1lianf$tyffe aI?:d others Jor allo\:,ring 
tht:ir pigs ~o· ramble at la.rge: and fined them each twopence, and· 
J9.yceiS1:j~ffe,'_produced·a~'·ccpy,''.dateci 17 .A.prit 1:i H_enry ytIL, 
_f§26, -.rr,lat~g _to·. the subletting. of. pr~mises· :in the tithing _of. 
Sioke~d,a croft.in-V:ptqn_ .. : The.lastreference.inthe.court:'r:o11s · 
is.Hock-day,, 26· .Henry VII1.,.1535.,.· 1~hen -'\.Villi.am .Styff·served· 
<;>n the jury. The entries -relating -to Joyce Styffe- and \Villiam 
Styffe··-foHow :•_;__ -· . :.: . . . . .. ; ·., . 

Ietosa· Styffe e~l?~it unam copiam gerentem. datum xy1f die 
.Aprilis, ·.;_~~no' _·regni. RegisJ!enrici octavfriij:'facere et 
J-...a}>:~rt;! _ sul?tenentem_. sive · subterientes·_ .de. et ._._in >uno 
me:ssuag'io .·et•fri i nasturavocata A:lseie,;r irifra decenniani 

•. ·: • .• :· .• ""'!'9 . . . ·• - .L .· . ... . . ., .. . . . ,, . 

de Stoke. Et·· de una crofta vocata \Vest;·barne .in 
Upton, etc;. :· · · · · · · 

~~KESB1r°Rf~ . Vie~v of Frar.tkpledge, Tu~sday··in feast 
of _Hockday, z~ HenIJ~ :VII!,, 15·29.. . · . · .. · . .- . 

Stoke:·. Dec.ennia .et .h_omagium _present~L:◄·~ .:._:-¥t.quod 
:Thomrts ·Pytcher,. ijd,. -JViEelmus- Browny:ng,._ if ·J,f.£lldmus 

· . Styffi-, ij'\ ·Nicholaus :Prowt~ et Johannes: Peµ; ij.d,,: non 
-· ambulandos porcos habuen:nt in precepto; ideo ipsi in 

misericordia. · · · 
. The ~arly. recprds -· in the. Probate Register at ,Worcester;· in 

.··which · •diocese ·· Gloucestershire.: -was .situated.-·'until-: 1,5+1~·:· are 
iinne:rfect, · and . no Stiff will has been-~discovered there :· but at 
Glqu~e:ster. ·we. fi~ct thf wills. of 'Ro pert ·styfe in £544,,_ Wylliam-
Styife. in. 1544, arid--i\gnes Styffe }n::;t5.5$- · · · · '.'. .. · : · 

·_ . Robert Styffe,::.in-: his :will,- 1·5,J ;! ,: ·mentions:,only; his :wif~·:Elinor, 
-··Wil1iani . Sty:fe~ 1544-, : .names his •. wife : .Agnes·,,: and:-. their· two 
dc1ughters, Johane· and_" Annes~:, NO SOI,lS _ar-e_!llentioned·byelther, 

'. and~ihe onlvadditional''infor.uJ.ation· we can·gathei from"the.:v;ill 
'qf '.Agnes ot Artli~:s·. Stiff;.: i 5·56,. ii thef-µ.iainag·e _of the :Q~tighter 
,-~~e~:tq.Th.<?m~ .Wymbold,~: _: ~-. - . . . ~ .. : . --~- . , , .. ··_ . 

. . . Exact transcripts ·o:f. these·, three ·wills, follow:,: and-:±ht>tigh the 
. genealogical · information .· they ~ontain :is ·. ~ut- . sci'"ity;: .::they are 
: : 1:nterestirig by . r.eason _- ()f their . e_arly<· ~ate,. arJ:-Cl the glimps·~ they 
affnrd . of the ·oossessions: . of two .. Glouc~stershi:re -reomen:·:.in the 

,' '• : .·.· .· ' .... ~-'- ..... · ·._ ,. . .. .. _,,•··· ... : ... · .· ... · ... ' '.~ . ~-.·.~· -. ,.,. 

: days . of _-_.Henry .·tt'"le:. Eighth~ ... 'Th_e.-.r?ad~r .~vtll not fail Jo::·#otice 
e,"fj.1at: in. on~ 9f :them :.even thf; 1iame.s 'of t~i fcnfr .. ky~e:-~e·:·gi~~e·n 
: ~Insse, .. and :.Yencl.e•, · t~ylpayle arid. ·i?et ·are jusL-sU:ch. r1ame~ as.a 

. . ' . . '. . - . . 



·Gioucest~~~:.fa:rrn.er m,igh( b~sto;\v µpo~}h~s ;cpws at. th~-J)r~~erit 
·day, :but· \y}i:e#ier-: he:·w9u1d·· 'troubl~ to: re¢ofd;them .m.:·auy ,fri~n;ial 
document, ~uch as atwill~ j~0-:rt1uch: tno.re do.ubtfuL. :: . . . , , . . . ... 

. . . , ' .. . . . . . . 

· .. )V~Ir~of' ~?~,~R~' 'S~E :::~:5t4/ ::; _, 
''·'Tn:the:.nameiof ::Go.d:··Ame' the .. :n:ix:11 .day:;iJf'.may, In :the··:yere 
of_,:·our lorde· god· m~ · fyv.e_ :hu:11'-dryd .. xliiij:T:: .. Raberl:· S.fy/e of· the­
p~ysche •·of haitkysbliry' & . wythyn .- the d:ioc' -,of Glo-ucestr' :'very 
syke in body. notwythstandyn:ge · thank:~$ -~e ~ to . god .p~feL:of 
Rem:e'brans· <lo make my laste--,vyll e in. man,.: & fonne Jollo~ge~ 
nyrste.T·bequeth: my soule·.'to ·Almighty ·god &'my_bodJto:be 
hu_/,~{tomJ -in the p'yshe . churchey'. of haukyshu_ry, · 'Iini::--·:I 
.bequet_h to my wyfe ij sierys of on -red the oth .· .. val owe, Itm-.I 
geuetomysaydewyfeij. kyne&.ij heyfers·and on\b.oloke·ofiii;yeres· 
olde;.: · It ~ .. -bequeth to my ·-wyf e :·vj .'. shepe> &· on ·calfe oLth:ys 
yerY._S, brede.. Itm .-1 geue·.to 'my sayd~: .. · -~ ; -. the·· on: halfe .oL·my 
dettes~th:at he owynge to me;.. It~ ·I.geue:t()'. my.wyfe .all.my 
brass·.-~·· ~-:wj.""th.a.H my·bedyng' coffers lyny'· stuffe arid·all~hinges: 
to the.he~ apeiteyny'g &.belongy .. .: .. :. >the. reste-.of my::go.ocjes 
nof,geuy')nor. :bequethyde-::I .. geue to elenor.·1n.y ·wyfe,•·,who _:L·,do 
ord-ej1n~ -($r ~- ·• > ·my .hole .executrix to dyspo the' as she ·sh-a.He 
thinke _nececess.ary_ to the ,hono~ of God & ,?eL. · . . niy soule,:p.nd 
Arthur. Crewe. to ,be oui-::sear thes me' hery~g-.:·wytnes,. ;A,.ntqny 
do~ne ~ .:.: .• ~.-St),ife, Jhon· _ffe!re, -Edmu'd clowne \vyth: ·othr tbe 
daj&year-e'.abovew'tyn~ .... : . ·. . .. " . . ... ·.· -. 

\Vill of. \V:rLLIAM: ..STYFFE 1:544. '. 

. In· ·the name ·of god .A.me, in the yeare: of: our lordea thousande 
_fyue ·huIJ.dryde xlii~fj the:xiij:~ day o"r:Octobre.· I Hj,lfm:Styffe_·of 

. thep'ysp,e ofHa:...v-kysbtjry \""•vythynthe dyoc~s of:Gloucettr_beynge 
· :seke · in 111y. bo.dy not· \\.ei standj.' gg thar:..kes · be to_ -god p:fet of 
remE!'·brails.do:make my.1aste \\jlle: in maner·.and formefoi9wyng 
ffyrste I bequeth my soule to almyghtY :god mjr.body-to be b~ryed 

. w th'yn· the· churchey ·:of·:· ·Haukesqury. Itrn T geue to Johanne 'my' 
.. doughtre ij . ·kyne- -on·. ·c.aHyd · musse,: and the· other ·caHyd yencle. 

Itm: · 1·_. ~ue tO tjl~ same .. Johanne on. y~ng~ bollo:Ite: collerydt:f:Of 
· · ij yerys ·:_olde . &: the. ,~ci_µA;~ag~'.',,,,:., JEI_11 .. .J .. gt3~~ 'to : Annes · my· 

· doughtre.'.ij ·kyne colcryde red :on· caUyde fylpayte &-the-other 
. call yde,p~t ~ ,c,n _ yQng~ .tagl~d: :heyfei:. · _Ittn· T. W:O lle .that-my wyfe. 

haue :duryn:Ke · hyrJyfe . .all_ my .sturre: of hou$holde. and .after 
. ·het)ffe ·1. woUe -the:sarrie .stuff¢ Indyffe!e'tit to be- dyuydy:4e ·by 
twene._my·ifdbughters Johanne and.~~nnes~ :· The reste ~.o,f··~i 
:good es ~nofgevrn._. nothvr bequethyd· I do g-eue to .A . .l1.nes, 1:ny\vyfe· 

·. ·who·T-do-make--:m:v ·ho1~· & soli: execuirt.x~t.6 · dvsoos-the, .for.the. 
welth:·of mv:souhtas tO. her sdiaUe.:seme meat7:-& necessarv .. thes . .... . --· . . . - . :, . . . ' ~ ' ·• 

. herf.g-wyt~es; .. i:\..i.--:nb()J1y\1qi.yn~)' ~:-\.rth~ Vfylibolp,~ ~ Edmu':d down.~--
·. ·the_-.day &_yeaie·a.boue wrytya •. · · ·. ·. . ... ,. · · · · 

. . Proved in ·Gi ouce-ster cathedral, 7 0 ct., 1 s· i·-~ .•_ 



_ ·,yin: o( .1~.G~Es :.sTY.FRE Jss6·~ _ _ ____ _ 
. -._ :::'-:i'Ini the-.nanie .. o( God .ame' the XXV. day,e,_0_1_·.~pril.:m the' yerfe 
. ::"'of. pr··lord:::·god·. mlctccchj_th l ·Agnes S6(ffe···.of the_ ·p'iss:b:i- of -

:ha\vke~bury jn the diqc._ of_ Olouc'. · wedo\v~,: :·beynge·)Sy:ke ._in_· -
Boc;ij: ~ :bute __ p~_fi:tt ·or-:·m:yn<le- &·- ro-e-q:1orie ·T~anks: '.be :(~eyyni~vnto 
oi:ford'_g-bd do--otdeyne-and make ·-thys'\my)aste: wyll: & ·;Tes_tamt · 
.in w.anr &:t<:>rmef oloyng .. -First~· I do :hequethe my--So"Yvle-,_~-nto 

. : _AJmj-~·~tgod:o~ blessed·-ladya.i,"id.al~:the !l◊ly.Co-~panyjn :hevyn: 
- . :A:nd.myB6qye to·he buri_ed in the .-churcneyarde :o:f-.hawkeshury 

~foreseid/ . .Itm,I_do beauethe vn-to:the motherChurchin-Glocetr · · 
iiif. ·: I- :.do :bequethe' &. _geve. vnto- the -Chui:che •of.:hawkesby. -
aforsaid··xxd.:·. Itm, I do· Geve vnio Johan ni.y·dowghtr ij .platters . 

. & '\~s:&'viiiii jn_ money. ._Itm, ·-1 do .Geve-vnto.all the· cn,yldren of: 
_ .Thom" "\Yymbold vf1 viii.1 ·apece to, au'Y dfthem~ .. ,A-k~d ail. the· 
.. ·. Rest-e :of>my-~ Goods & cattalls .-- moveable;&: tnmoveaple: not here 
·- b-efore-Gevy~ nor bequethed I do Geve.&-:bequE;t_he. vnto thoms 
- ·\Yymbold &·Agnes his ·wyff, whome· I do brdeyne &-make· :to be 
-In.}~ true & whole -Exec~tors to See my Detts _payd & dispose itt 
.for the \Velthe ·of mySo,vle & all Chiisten>sowlles_. af:their wyll: -· 

·. &,·pl_e~u,~ :· Th wihnes. herof I ·ha.tie ca.Bed John Baron clerke, -
\Vyll'·m)Came ~& Arthur Vyser to -be .wttnes- -,berers :to thys- my: · 
lasf wvll. &: ·T:estament~ · · · · · · , · · 

; ·.-. J' . . . 

. _--lYith :the· .knowledge at present"·availab-h~; it is:imp-ossible to 
:~~ate _t.ht: _kiris_hip- :between_- Robert.: and·- WHliam· Stiff; _or the:- -
·relation in ~hich ·_ rhey sto·od to:_ Edmu.rtd. Stiff; :of Kil cot, ·whose . 
:will :was .-proved in· r 5.93., .••One may p·ossibly have been:the father., 

_ - and; the· other _ perhaps -_ the . uncl~--- _- : The- _parish : register · at 
. ··. HaT~kesburr will not help u:s, sin:ceit doe~ ·not be.::,~n: until I 60 3 ; 

'and ·as ,:the" _early<:Bishops'. transcripts: a'.t Gloucester .·are also 
_missing/vle ,must ·-at present: be" content to record ·the existence . 

. . of a gap jn :the hi:;tory. of th:e J~ily for a peri_od ·,of :~borit forty 
. yea,r,s .. __ This gap_ series· to niark off ihe discqnn_ected h15tory of __ · _ · 
tne ·medieval .Stiffs from-·that·of their.modern descendants> :~·ho 

-.can· he:-tra~ed- in. ~n unbroken line fiom:.Edniulld'Stiff,, :or K1 I cot,·.•, 
_ w,ho d,ied .-i~ T59J, :p.ght- down ~o the: present dayc. : .. 

Since-< the modem · 1is_t. _of' Court -R-0i!s i~- the ·Public -R~cord 
.•9-~ce-~-~ compHed;as -~~ have-·alread,y·~1e11ti"oned.iu··the'-foot~-­
not~- _on ·page 24-,.: ?~ry :many. moi,:-e j)_(i:he"iarici"ent _roll~ .. of the. 
!viant?i<of --Ha~ke~bury have. come--t~_light· du.ring the :v;or.k:,:·of ·_· 
_'sortat10~/ }'rhich is .. _constantly_ ii,: _·prqgress•-there.:· .. _ J'h~i--·haye· . 
co.nsequent.l,; been :re~arran:.red_ and -.re~numbetea.·.-_ 'It is, .there:-

: • • • '• • • • •.... •• ;, ~ .J • • • • "--.• • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • V • •, • • •• ': ••, • • • .. • 

:· ._/ fore; desirable_ to r¢peat the .list:of -H~;;,vlteshury t~lls; gi v.i~g ~hpse ----_-
·. nefly 'discovered, as. well as· the)ffesh· reference· ·numb~rs~ -:Jf -





The Fa11tily :of Stiff. 33· 
. . . 

... The-:a.dditionaL::rolls now .come. to light.~afford us .. m~y\Il!Qr~ 
/particri.las re,spe<:ting; this· famili, but.the entire :absence· a{ any 
;_,mention ofx~e name·Jrom.alLthose· that:a.re ex1:antJor-there.ignS -· 
.;of the three.-'•.:fir.st :E.d~ards and ·Richard II_ afford. strong~ though 
;:negativ.:e,. · corroboration: :of .the theorJ.thai•· the.:Stiffs Jirst .settled 
·.in .:Kffcot~~in the earlv years. of the fifteenth -c.enturv.. · The first 

': entry tra~eable appe;~s-to be:that-alr~a~y.:-r,eferred.t~ ·:On. p~ge-24 . 
:-nn.der the heading· of Kyllecot; -at the ·IVIarti11rnas.·court -9~:Henry 
'"V. 1419;.when John· Styffe was. presen~ed.Jor: hreaklng the.assize 
of ale. · · 

. . . -

· .. :In -1·426,-. 5 Henry.VI~, commence.a--.~eries-:of present+nents 
against John. Strffe foi<fuiiure to . .:keep in-.tepair a tenem~nt at 
Kilcot, which he held: from the lord ofthifmanor~:_ · H.e_was-by. 

·. __ no means•: alone in- -this, •o:mission.7 and. niany presentm.E;nts of :a 
,similar. character appear ·on the-- rolls, and ·to· judge -·•from the 
·Jrequenc}- ·with ,vhich these complaints are repeated against the 
same individu~ls, it IS ·evident that -the m_onirions.in this respect 

·;of the. _abbot of Pershore and his steward. couid· have tad_ but . 
. · small 'effect.:' · Probabiv· th~ tenants .often ·found it better to Dav . 

.; . . . . .·. . . . ~ 

the ·nne 'imposed, than··· to incur a· hea~J ':expenditure in; repairs 
or rebuilding. ··· The neglect to· comply -with .. the. presentment is 

· ::the more remarkable in-the case ·of Tohn. Stvffe, seeing·. that he· 
: was one of the of.fice-~s of the manor~ being; a~ already·mentioned, 
the ·woodward, apost'tvhich he .inµst' have held- some- years,- for 

. he .. is mentioned ·as such in 5 Henry VI.". :r426,. I 6 :Henry VI., 
· 1437, 28 Henry \~I.; 1449; ·and 30 f-Ienry \'"1:., 145.L 

·Oh this.·.first occaslori; $ Henry v"'"L, 1426, he and others were . 
. required to :repair their tenements: before : the·. next court u_nder 
·· the severa!'penalties of t\velve pence each.·• ·: . .. • ··. · ,. _. . . 

,•. H~i\WKESBURY.· View:-. of. Frankpledg~; . l\riartinmas ·.·. 5 
lienry ·v1., .L}26-7: . . ' . . . :" . . . 

· Kilcote ::Precipiturfaha1in£Sif.ff[etaliis Jrepararetenementa · 
.: sua citraproximam·{curiam] subpen_a·cujus;libet,;:eorum_· 
. :xijd~ : . . . . . . . . . . . 

: : . Whether :he·.·:Cpmplied: with :this: ·orde~: we are· unable-to:.say~ 
· .But su· -years" Iatert . 1 .z. :.Henry "\tL, · 143 J, · he w.a_s presented :lor. 

. . . . .. 

.. · '.-·· ._.,.:: Kilcot;·.whi'ch has been so often mentioned, is-,rplace of great ·antiquity . 
. ::i for it. may. be traced back upwards of a .thousand years, bebg ~entioned in 
. ·a charterOf"the .year 9;2 granted.by King EcJg~r to the·-J\.hbey of Pershore.in 
'\\i-orcesters.hire. -· ·Am6ngst:o~herplaces·.h;1Ifrerl.:1re'·S11thstO:ce:·piobab,:yStoke 
i::r ? '. , ...1.:.. . - . ~ . - .., ' . 1 H-·,. ' ·.. . ' . . . ' Till"' ' . . . T. , · :,1;"4W1,esou.ry, u1:e:mm,t:.,ni Ji,~·<n.;es 1U!'Y; ·3:-=:i:~1~!::.~ .C.0UGt1::!5S· ~-p. es;ey ;- · reshaa, 

. : Tresha:tn_;_ .CyUirtcociota,11, that.is~ '.Kik<:.~_; l;uld~u1burie_~ pc!h~ps _Ohfoury on the 
·. :f,Iiff; D}'"<limeietq.ne, o.ir modern -Dkkn.arton·; B·:_id.iroync~tun; ·no-w _:B~dming~ 

ton and Upton, which'is?-of course, the present Hawkesbut:y :Upton;;._. : . ·· ·• . 



. . . 

.. :·:allo:Wit1;g-· .h~.s: pc¢:et OiJ$e to: bt ~I'.llID.O;US~:"-and-.this < is·:~repeated·at. the 
, ~ar#nIIla~- :GO~rt · ·of thec:followtng·_·year,:;·:L3- ,Henry:':VI.;-:t4J5, 
-:when .he was _:o.i'.dered. -to·ame11d :and· repairit'by:the:-n:ext.:c·ourt 
_g.ay:np:der the:. penalty· o't ·.· 6s. -8d~,. ·The-six·. •months_ .passed bj,·, 

_: and,-·,vhen. Hockd4y arriyed-.he.:was ~gain·:presented:,:for allo~1ng 
. his.tenement, no-doubt.·the-, bakehous~ Just.mentioned, :"to· be 
· ... ruinous, •and he . 'Was·. directed:. to ,~ fully repair-:' '. it . ·1>etore-: tl;ie 

ensuing -?tlichaelmas;. .·:At:the.-succeeding .. l\:Iartin:mas. court, 14 · 
HeI1ry v1.,:ne and.another were p1.;esentedfor that·:theyhadnot . 

. yet.fully ·repaired or amended their tenei--nents,-and th·e.:ordei- was . 

. . _repeated at :the.Hoekday c:ou.ri in the same year~ . .:How.~the, matter 
· progressed the hiatas in the ·couh rolls :prevents us Ie~rrj:ing; but 

··when· they· rec·ommenc.e~.at,::rviartinmas; 27···Henry·:\'1:;··:.14i7, ·we·· 

. find .. that:,.an ;ord:ei::.was made IorJ-0hn ."S(rffe.tO· ful\y repair and·. 
:hµiid his. tenement-anew,. ·under a pehaity.· of nventy pence: ·· The 
·o:rder to fully build:ane,v-:·was r;epeated··:at the ·:H:ockday.:court, 27 

. Henry VI... I 437 .•·. 1\velve . months Jater a:. similar order ·,was 
_.made ,against him,_ when .the .-penalty -v;as :increased-Jo. half a 
•.mark .or 6s. 8d. · Ou.'this occasion· the.tenement-is <lescrib~d as . 
. : "a cottage· formerly Jqhn. \Vebbe~s/';: and; we may·:presumabiy 
.identify the house granted· to ·John· Styffe in, r4zr ·with -one of 
: the· two-messuag.es, -~_Sty.ffes'7 and,~ \Vebbt:s/l _\VPich in: 1·512·.w~re ·. 
• in the tenure of NJchola.s·.)5tJff. . Two ·y~ars passed by; ~TJ.d in . 
1430. we· leain · tha~ · the i.aule ·et· cam~r.e" .·of John·, Styffe-~·ere 

. '' totally .·. decayed,, ; he was ' _t;her~f◊re. '' in•: : ~ercy/~' but: .·he . 
obtained sufficient time to··u construct anew1' .his house, and as 

. hfr fliL-ther presentrnent ·was ma:3.e ·against. him·during the next. 
:twelve, months, :w~ may fairlj~ :assume·: that .a~ last· he :Cbniplied 
~with. the order. to· rebuild. ·.· The renaii of -his :house :was ·notl-.Js. · 

. . .. . A . . .. 

. -only difficulty.. · At • ~Iartinn1as; · 1433,.· · a ·complaint .?~fas made 
.• ··that .he:allowed ·n:i~ .-ditches to· remain·-unscoured/and his··,:I'and· 
.. to incro_ach :on the·. hi"ghway . at Buttes . Jane. . This he Jailed· to 
":Tem~ay, · for at th~. Hockday_ .. court;·Six .mqnths1ater~-:the::tithiilg . 

....•. ajleg~~ •thit· the waten:gurse,,·.~t· Buttes:.Jane:•is:t?,ken' out·of its. 
· ·coUI'~~,._.for Jhat .the highway-::,is .block~d _up t:hrough th~:•:~efault · 
. ofJ\i_hn.Styife,-and.the complaint was repeated:at:the.J\fartinmas 

.. co~9t :'ill the same year., after; whiqh :the· mischief·seems: t<l have 
been remedied. · · · · · - .:. · · . .- ._ . ,,:. · 

- . 

·. :At about· -the same .time ct..liere ar.e::SOm:e curious-entries· ,a:faout . . . . . . . ~ . . 

John-· Stiffe an4 ,his· ,wife, liargaret, ··1.vhich< ser\le · fo 'iUusfrate 
.: .. YJllage· ·life· ·in •. t~e ;,~nsett}ed. reign:'•Of ·: He.nr:y.·\:.L:c · .. :l\{~~~ryff:.:Stiffe, · ... 
:who 1ived .at 'i{..ilcote;·cippears to·J1ave ha_d,some enmitva2"ainst 
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Richard I:at~ and Thomas Tasker.: :Iri-~rrat ·wav the:f :offended 
. -~~-.:... ·.. .. .,! '.. . . . . . • ' . ~ . . ' . . . : . '• ..J . • ' 

. her we 'are not tolcf; ·she to'ok, however~ the· ·summary m:etno.& of 
raising .. fhe. '' hue.~and ._tr.y/' fnut'esia], a serious proceedirig•; : ri.h:: 
doubt, for. we can ,\~ell imag-in·e that . in the· first -half · of the -

. . . .. ·:·· .. -·. ·. .· . . .~ ., ~ . . .. . . '.. .. . . . ' . . . 

fifteenth century" it \Vas. by' no t~earis a pleasant" 'business . to; -nn~r 
: the who.le n:eighbourhood set in pur~uit of-. one.: \Ve' are· ~old: 

that· she did this ,/ unjustly,'' and tha.t, tp.erefore, ·she 'was '"'in -
. mercy/' .· Singularly enough, the· same roll contains 'the :reco~ds ·. 
of a..rio£her s:i-milar com:pla.int ·against' ·her~· John ·styffe_-Je11 to . 

. blows with Robert :Hugges, .an.4 against the, pea6-e drew blood, 
'" extraxit 'san·guinem de dicto_ Roberto,". as the _:record'.· puts it~ 

.. and J-0hn was there.fore '~ in_ mercy/~.• .A.ith_ci_ugh he thus got the 
best •· of <th~:. fray, his. good Wife l\Iargaret ~as -nof satisfied/· but 

. took upon hersell to: raise the hue .and cry against Robert, -with. 
the S.s:L~e resuit .. as in_the··.former ··case, 'that·th~··tithing d.eclare·d· 
she·:diq· it" unjustly/" and-the steward·'entered upon t;hetoll.that 
for this. also she· was '':.iri · .. nierci .,>. . Legal. proceedings .. :at· this 
time,ifossiblf ari?m:g out of the'se disputes,·· were· taken :.against 
Tohn- ·St1ff;_ for ·one_-·Richard~ whose surname, does not dearlv· 

. .I .,. . ,• . . ·. . .. ·. .. . •·.• .. .. . . . . . ·, '. ..... ,, 

appear,_brb_ught an· action of trespassagainst·him~ Tl?-e· matter· 
was adjourned to the next court and we hear.no._more_.-of'it •. 

. .·· . . ' . . . ,' .. . . . ·,• . 

In 145 Ji Hock day, 3. i. Henry VL, s.eyeral inhab1ial1.ts otKil~ote:,.: 
including .Jo.h:n_ Styffe, with thewhol-e vill of Tresham, one of the: 
members of_the manor of Hawkesbury, ~ere directe<i. to place 
mere stones- at Pykyn Clife and Cleryn Stubbe, between.'~he Jand 
of Nicholas .A.ld~#y arid theJand in the.tenure _of _Joh.n_-Penne~ . 

A defac~drJif ascribe<i-to_'the·-·32-nd··year o:f -:Eienry VI.,'..~-~5~, 
· records die admission· of Nicholas Sty:ff in.succession. to premises· 
· formerly'.held· b:t him;: but the ,date. should.doubtl~ss: .be:·fixed 
somewha.flater; for:as we ·have al:ready-seen,·Joh_n Styfr's: death 
was presented at a c6urt·held in 1458 .. -·. · . . . . .. - ···. 

But John Styffe w'as notthe".orily one ,vho Jailed· to. k~ep ::his 
boldirig_1n repair,.for at:.J\1:artinmas,·}+i'r_, a· similar presentment 
was.made against:a'.Thortl.as Stiffe at Upton. :H~wkesbrity{'when 

. he ·and· bi's co-tenant .. John "\:Vestcote,-\-:ere ordered'--to repair·their 
tenerri.~nt. before the 'next' \Vh,itsuntide/ ~nder tfre,:pain' ·of '6S)_-8.&. 
At the .sa.me court; under Stoke;_ :a-_presentment-_w-as>:_made_ithat 

· _Thomia~ Styff~ had.: ~harge of an: :estray which -had' come :ilitcr _the 
. iordship_ ,sine~ the preceeding St~ Ba~hoi6me:.v~s day~· ..•. Probcrbly: 
_tr.is T.ho~as ::styffe .:Was_: the: one who: appears )n:-:,a• veg :_.f?;.d~d 

:_ membrcine as·a. JUror at the ~rvra.rtinmas _ court in~ 14-.68. 
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About twenty six rears.later~ in':rz:Henr:i•vrI., 1497, we find_ 
J.hat:_at,Stoke .. a: Thomas_ ~tyffe,:wit.4 ~eve~al.-__ other~,- ~as_ fined· 
... sixp,ence_fo/bre.aidni th½-assize.of ale, ana'.,vtth_.rhanyothers he 
was .;pre_s~nted fiSr ·allowir?-g hi~ house ·to bei. ruinous. . They -were 

. ,an directe-d t.o: repair tbe{r Se\·er~l premfses before ·tn:e· n:e:-:t-: view .. 
of f~c..nkpli;dge -under the penalty of 13s~ 4~-. ·.·· :~t.the Hocl~day. 
coun ··in· the Jollowing year a similar presentruent. was_ jnade 
respecting-the; TUi11ous· tenement. of· Thomas_ Styff, -and ,,as <far· as 

. we can decipher the: IUHCh O b-iiterated entry;. it would · appear 
that he '\\~a.s.directed ·to·:rebuild his house ''-de:novo."- · .At ·the 
same court '.Villiam 'Sn-ff came. and took the reversion. of . a 
cottag-'e:iri"'itlI~ote, theii-:iri .the holding of Edith Domev., when-. 
ever it_:feltjnto .. hand, and for -this- h~ gave::a::_-:tine of five ;llillings. 

· ~t appears from this ~ntrj-~ ~hat the te_nancy,va;5 for \V)lliam Styff, 
and his:v\"ife, brit unfortunate!"· her·name is left- blank. 

\.,, . . . . . .J - . ·.. . . ' ~ . . . . . . ' . . 

· In r509~ at the:\Ianinmas court,•-Nicholas Styff1 .at K,,Icote, 
incurred a . j,'~nalty iri. reference to· t-i·enty..:six sheep, tho~gh for 

. what re~sonthe-faded parchrrtent dot::,S not perruit us_:to say. : He 
· was also ·di_rectedi to welTand" sufficiently repafr· his wagon, -under­
. penalty c;,f -f~rfeiting it to_ th~ lord:; so, that it wou~d: appear\that 
the lord of the n1anor must _sorrtetimes have. supp1ied'his tenants 
with some at -least of the ·implements :Qr· f:t_usbandry. · /·At· the 
same court, Thomas Styff, of Stok~, ,vas fined si~pence fq,r breaking 
the assize of ale. · · · · · 

So much attention is now given' to our earlier records. !hat, it is 
not too ·much· to hop.e ·thaf further docume·nts -may in time be 

· available to fill up some .of the gaps -in the prec¢eding narrative~ 
and po-s:sibly also~ to _indicate the habitats of the Styffs during the 
fourteenth ·centurv. The. series of extracts· from these ancient 

. Court .:Rolls ·whi~h now follow are given in· pro;[- ~f the facts 
related in the prececl°i1.1g_ _narrative~ ._ 

Record ._ Extrac~ 
_ .The ¢ntry previousiy·referred'to on::p~·i5;-in ·W_hich it is,:stated 

that a J 91?-n··styff is meritiohed .in 6 Henry:::•v1., under: Baamynton, 
proves,' on --~--closer. examination of ·the - recqrd to' relate ·to a. 
. direction .to· __ John~ Styff;. w6deward: to -e:nforct:! ~vi_. ordyr :9f the 

-· court that \Villi~m Ryce,~ _of·Badmynton, ·slio~d give··,security. 
for the repai~ of his house,' which, act;ording to. the presenttnent, 

:,!f .,, .. 1-1•-'. '.'--,r:·-ci,.:.;,_..,.-1;.-n,-~: r ,,,,.t·· 1·0',,:_H· ,,,,... •. i::-r · _.,,., 1-~ .. -_ e· ""et· ry,.: --- · ~ .. , . 
_ .a."1-~ ~ue ~' 1 d.._.,-.;; ..... _.:, ..... 0-~. -._ - .. ....... ry v.t., .L-r,;>.;,.W_. s _ . a.;-:..,rmps~.o,. 1.ne 
.,....;..s,~uer.t· h·1···r--•of ~h; .. \1:~iJ:,_·.....,. 0 .-·~e ·+or·it- 1·s· .. eco-d·e~;,; o·tt: 1,-,:m· - ~1--.1·nc.~~ 
;>UU t;.{ . .U . ~. ·\.J": .. " . '° t.::t .· • ._1.._~"'lil A'-J)~ ~ _..L •. -."' •·: ~ t.· U. _.Lil , . .a,u ,._. 

~◊CtaLte recessi½~ne. ?.'en.t away ,by. night-:. a ·method of av.oiding respon:,i-_ 
.. brli~fr:s \vl;1ichis:uo·hy means l!Jlk!?.O\\~ at the ~resent ·day~.:.:· .• ). ,· 
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was -whoH\-_:i11irious. __ .-The .. sa.nie. roll· ~on~ai~s an. entry ·_of •. t_he · 
. .. ' '• <" ' .. -· • ' ' .. ,. ' . ' . ' 

. estreats of Jo·.t'ij ·s-utf, '" °\\'odewarp superioris/' . 
. HAW~E~_BUR~~-·. '.Vie\V -~f F_rankpledge,:,.St~· IvI~rn, ·-_'12:: 

Henrj ~-I~, _143_3. -~--- - . - -
. Kyl!c·cote.: .· Item_ presentant .. qtio_d. ·_ :1.,Villeln,:ius Tanker~· ef _ 

/uhanues:S~,i'lf perm.ittantfossatasua.jacere-non escuriata · 
et--terrc1m-superpendere viam regiam.vocat~m;But!·~slane.: 
ob .quoque~ defe~tu. ~egia via ibidem infunderatur ad 
nqcunientum. _- Ideo -- ipsii~ misericordia._ .... ·,Et precipitur. · 
eis · ·quad emendant •per: proximan.1 { curia:m.J ·sub pena· · 
cujnslibet: _eorum- vt~ · - i • : · _ . _ _ __ . . · 

HA \\,'."KE$BURY~ ·'View . . :of:-):Frankpledge,: -·Hockday _ 12 .. 
-. Heniy':VT."; 1434-~ =: ·---· - . -

1(11/llcoie. .Decennia- 1:>resentat ~. '.'--~ ...• · ... ·~ .: .· Et. quod 
-.2:.farglzreta St __ yjfe injuste -levavit hutesiam super Ricard um _ 
Lacy et_ Thon1am--J:asker~ Ideo ipsa in misericordia. 
Et ari.odJohannes S[yffe contra pacein tra..xit sanguinem _ 

- cumglayss pr.ecii i/ sup~r Robenum Hugge~-- :Ideo ipse . 
. in n:iisericordia. Et· de ·prec_io -predicte · Glaj~ss balliuo · 
mandatum· est·· super computum. Et quod·: Johannes . 
_ S9:·_lf contra pacem extraxit sa:riguinem de dicto Roberto. 
Ideo ipse in misericordia~ Et quod .Jfargareta St_y.ff 
injust-eJevavit hutesiam -Sllper -dict1Jnt Roherturn.· :: Ideo: -
ipsa :iµ miserico.rdia. .Et quod cursus aqU:e apud Buttes~, 

. lane duciturextra crrrsum suµ.mperquo.d.regiavia ibidem 
· opsttipatur in defectu _fohannis -Sf;)1'fe~ · Ide9i ipse in -
·ni-isericord.ia. Et prece:ptum est quod;·emendel- citra 

· pro3;i·mam l curia.ml sub· pena xi/. _- E.,t quod, Johannes 
-Sf:Jffe·. permittit pistrinam suam esse nii_riosani. ·_ I(l~o 
ipse-in miserjcordi-a;. · .- · · · · · · 

HA W.KESBURY~ _ View ·.of F~rikpleqge, -St.' 1Iartiil~ .. ~3 
- - H.erirv-·VI~ ._. 1-4· ~4-. _-.-:· __ ._ :·· - ·. · ·. _·,._-._ · .- ·: 

., --•-J ' ' ' ' J . . . . 

Kyllecote. = Decennia. presentat ... ~ .. ~ .. _ Et quod cu:r_sus-_ 
aque apud Buttes lane dticitur · extra rectum-cu:rs11m..suum _ 

. >_ per quod': regia via "ibidem . infunderatur . -hl: _defectu 
J1}ha:1P.nis S~:1ft~ · -I de.o in miserico~dia; . Et quo~'. idem -
Joh.an:nis .. S!JJle permittit :pistrinarn-suam-.. ~ esseitjinosaril_.. 
Ideo ip.s~.)n_n1istricordia, Etpreceptum·esteis iHam 
erriendere :et. __ reparare citra·proximarn' [ curiam }sub·.pena 
vi~ yiif1. I~-l~m _.g.icar:dus [ Sc9t J_q ueretur yetsus Joltannem 
S!J,·ffe·.~de placito . transgressionis . · nondum ·· .... Jdeo 
·attacb.iatus citr~ p:roxima·q:1 [ curiam]. . _ . 

_. 'HA ~ESBUB:Y~- ·view ofFrankpledge, Hockday, .I 3 Henry 
. "O"T T ; -. • • . . . . · . . 

. "i - .. , : • '-;:-- :J. J • ·. ·. . ' ' . . ~ '.. . · ... ·. , :~ :.. . ! = . . '. 

>f{yllcot~~ :i.Ef quod JCth-aiiizes _Sijtff:adhric -p~nruttit Jene.:. -
· . mentfun SUl1ffi esse niinosum., · Ideo precipitur eis dictos 

. demos -. plcne. reparare qitra festum·· sancti Iviichaelis . . . 



. . ,. . 

.'£he- :,FamJ(J'::.ef.• ·stiff.·· 
.. :.,. protimum_f uturo,m . .:~~b pen a .c-~jusliqet. ~.onnn. xid •. 
. HA"\VT§RS•B-TIRY.~- . ·v1e~: •.of;_:F~kol~d~~:,--st~ Martin.': 14 - :,." .. H . . . -"'t7I·. . :. .. , ·, . . . . . . .· . ·... . :a;_ . • b .. , . .. . . . : .. 

·•··entv·v .. ,.I4j.)• •·. :, .· ··,;- -.:--· ·_: ... 

· Kyltol ·:'· :;Et quod · Johannes• :Rooke : -et . johanms Sty.ffe 
·:;:: .~.nondurn :pl~ne _repc;rav~:mnt. -nee . emf?.n.¢2:ve,nint domes . 

. _tehernenta.suorum sicut eis preceptum fuit.· · · Idec . ipsi 
in ::~ni;~ericordia. .· :~ t. ;precipitur- .-qu9¢ .• -e:m~nd~~t citra 

~- proximam [ curiarnJstib pena cujusiibet eo.rumjj.5 ..... . 

HAivKESBlTRY-'.. View·· ·Bi ;Frankp1edge~. Hockday,·,. 14-
Henry VL; 1436 .. · •.. -·· .•. : · .. :. -· ·. : .. : · · . . ·· · ·_ 

Ky·llecote~ ·· Item,· '.Precip1tur Johann£ Sry_ffe·:reparare .tene­
... menttlm· SUULU.· -~ub pe~a- ij\. . . ' . ' ·_ ... __ : . . 

HATvKESBURY.·.· V.ie:w ·.of'. :Fntnkpl~dge;'·, St~:. ~I_artin, .16 . 
. ::<Henrv·VL··:IA">"'-. .·., ... •,'·. . . . ,. 

. . .. '· ,J . .. ' T:) I. . . . . ' . '' . ' 

D:e a:ttachiaIP:enti~_.Joiu~1in.zs . . $/yffi· 1vode~ard. superioris ut 
. . paret per extrac~am :sibi liberatam.-. · . · · · 

.HAWKESB1JRY.~:. ;'1-rie~-i : of.,' Fr~nkpleage~·: .:Hockday; .·· 'r6 
. Henry VL, '1_438. - . . . ·_ · . . ., . .. .. .·. . •. 

. De . attachiamentis : Joha:nnis. Sty ff, . wode'Y~id superioris~­
-<ut paret per-- extractafu. sibi 'liqeratam~ · - ;.· · · ·· · · · · .. · · · 

HAwttsBURY .. 'View of·. Erankpledge, St. \,ia:rtin, .. 27 
· Henry VI.,. 1448; . · ..... _ .. . . . . .. . ' 

-:f01llicote. _ ltem, precipipu.r.Johanni".St;ffe :plene ·:rep:arare 
de novo·, edi:ficando · tenementum suum citra ~proximam 
[curiamJ s·ub pena .. -~ -~ .xxd ex ... · ... sua p_ropria:-. 

JI.a~)x.i~BURY. · ·view ·of'°. Frankpledge, · Ho.ckday,·. 27 
· . HenI}~ VI., 1449. · .. · . .. · · .· · · 
1{jllltcote~ · .... :_Preci.pitur .: .Johann£ _Styjf plene edificare . de. 

. . . .• . .. ·-·. • r . • , 
noYo: •. ·• ~. ~ tenementurn·suum c1tra prox1mam tcnnamj 

·. _sub:pena xx'1ex cons. sua ·proprfa .•. · ' · 
~WKESBUR.Y._ : View:·of .·Frankpiedge~'-·_.-}Io~kday,_ 28 

Henry·•V·L;. 1450 •.... --._, ; ·' ... ·. ,· ' . •· 
:Et:pre:cipitur.fohanniSryff plene rep:arare _et. emendare) 
_~.: cotagiuniquon-damJohannis '1Vehbe citra-festum Sanct1 

-1-Iichaelis: pro:ximu~ ·.fu.turuIµ, -~.ib p-ena_ d_imip.ii marci~ · .. · · 
Wodeivard. · De attachiamen:tis Johannis:: Sb,,Jf; ·wode,vard . 

. _.· .-superioris; ut ,paret per extractum: .un.de fa.ctum et.sib.i 
,_ · ·liberatum._. iiijd. . ·· - .. - ·· · 

.JiAWKESBURY_. :Y'iew · . .-of· · F~kpledge, · : -·Hockday, 30 
· . _ _.Henr:y'-1/~I.;· .1452. · • · _· . ·. · · · . · · · .· . 
•.Item: ·pr~?~n;tarit :~ule: ·:et/:camere· .Jo1uin_nis;. ':S :tyff. :tota!i ter· 
• decase.•· · .. Ide·o· iose .in mise.ricordia.· ... Et- nichilom1r,.us · 

•.. _· ;. ::cepit_: d.t:~~:::. sµfn2~~nt~r::: :e1/l:' ?OYO -FOil~t~~Ag,9. ~~;tum ' 
··. domU!Il.C1trafestum cte Hok~ay sub pena:ae·vJ3·v11J ~ 



Record Extracts~.: 

, fVi>tic~cif?~- :··: -::\cd:::. hanc '[cttriam]. p1 ecipitur· Jokann£ ·si_Jrjl' 
.c:. superiori vrodeward quod distringas tenentem terrarum · · 

·· · · et 1:~neme:ntorum_..nuperThome Browne in Badmynton _·. 
.. de ;respon,~enq.o .dQ1~in6. de :h.omagio Letc.J . . . '. . . ,, 
· RAvriisiu:RY. ·· View . of .Frankpledge~ :Hockday, · ·'.31 · 

. · HenrJ:•.VI ... , 1453., · ~ · · · · . ·. 
· KJlfiole._._ ~Et :preceptu!Il • est" per senescalluni \Vilielmo · 

· Ton_kere/.·Rogeis Longedene, Henrico Cooke. Thome·. 
· ·'\Voodrou~ et.Johan~z£·.StYffe cuni tota villata:,de Tresham. -· 
quod·ponantlapi.des meraies apud ·Pykyn Clyfe-etCleryri · 
Stubbe in . festo Sanct.1 l\Iartini proximo : f.uturo ·post 
datu1n . huJus · curie inter. terra.:.--n. Nicho1ai Al<lerley ·et· 

: . terram diu jam in tenura Johannis penne .super visum · 
h9magii pr~ante habitum e.t factum. ·. Et hoc. suh pena:, 

. cuiuslibet eonnri in defectu,forisfacture domino iiijd .. 

·HA'1~K~sBhB.Y- . View of Frankpledg~, [52 ·?] Henry ·VJ., . 
.., 1+5+· · . . . ·.· · . • .. . · · · . · . 

. ;./(ylcote. · 1\.d is tam { curiam J •venit . .iVicholaris SiJ'.ff~ et dat 
· domincf de fine vf :vii/ .prq ingre·ssu,··habendo. de .- ~. ~ . ~ ; 

• • ~ •••• 
0
• ••• cum j)ertinentiis: ipsius· in tenura [/ohannzs] 

S!),1/. ~ ~ ~ ....... ~ . .inde . .et . faciendo -.in omnibus sicut · · 
. Johiuzna Si),ff redder,e· et facer.e consueyit ...• _ solvendo 

vere.finem piedicto don:tj:rio prem~nibus: ...... ! •. 

'IiAW:KESBL7RY~ .· · \.,.ie.w: ~f · Frankpledge,-: ,St..: :rw,Iartin, · 1 r. 
Edward IT. I ",..I·. • · . · ·· ' .-r/ . . ., .,.. . ..-.. .... •.• .,, .......... , .. 

llp.ton. Item presentat·quod adliuc tenementum .nuperiii 
· tenura Stephani Fouler et rnodo in tenura Johannis 

"\Ve.stcote et Thome ~tyffe jacet ruinosum ; Idea in miser~: 
icordia; Et continuatur pena; viz.: :vj3 viil Et-precept­
_ nm es( eis quod ·bene et sufficieriter•emendant citra 
festum Pentecoste- et hoc sub peria :predicta. . . 

Stoke.· "Decennarius ibidem cum sua decena venit etc .• ~ .• 
· Item presentatj •. pull um mas pre..cii xvi<i.:protenientem in · 

- ex.traJ:;uria citra f estur.u .Sancti Barth{)lqmei ... ~postoli et 
· - . remanet>~rr:custodia· Thome Stj.ffe ELprecepttun est quod. · 

proclam.atur per· cntiam. · ·· · 
HAWKESBuRY ... St. 1\Iartin, 12 Henry VIL., 1496._·. · 

. Stoke. .Decen_nariu_S: er homagiu.m presentat quod. ~ •• ~ ~··,;_ •. 
. -~t: presentat quod Antqnius- Down, 1.rid,. ~t·· -Thomas 

· Sty.ff:· vid, bra:siaverunt et .fregerunt assisam. 
Pem per · tiom£ntt•m~· :Item: _-presentat . quod:>WiHelmum 

B,ullescipn -permittit donill!Il voca.tum Towkers state ruin~·. 
osarp.: ~t pr~cipitur ei emendi citra proximum 'tisum sub · 

· pena •· :riij5 _ii1J'l•;_. Thomas \Vykeha:m ·,pro ·orio suo ··x.:;; · 
·Johannes Byrchald pro:orios!lo·; .Jli.1l4nnes Birchaldprp ·. 
-do~o · suo ; · \VUlelrt;tus·: Bagepath siiniliter ;:: \Vi~.lelmus 
· Forde 'similiter.~ .. Tkomas S"t),ff similiter ha.bent in pe11am · 
p~edi~tam.· · · · · · - · .. · · · · 
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I-L-\. V/KF.SB"G'R Y. \~iew of . F0rapkpledg.e, .Flock.day,_ . . I.2 

Hen:ry \'II., 1497~ 
. Essozi~s~ Jofl:n St;ff~ .. ·· . . 
..... . r Item-, - a pr.esentm~nt "s:iperteri·' •. Thome S(,1,'ff · 

· ·. :ruinos' 1 '-·appare1itl-y'ari··order--madef6r him:to .rebuild 
. · it.:·' de novo," butthe· entrv: is much obliterated~ . -: 
·_.Adi.is~m;-lc'ririam] yeili!_H11ielmiis·St;ff ,et cepit±n.·curia 
. .• reversiorien).j cotagii C:UD.1 pertinentiis· in ·Kilcote modo 
. · in ··tenura: Edit.he· Dornev-·-T·enen<lum .. sibi ..... ~ ~;.:~ uxori 

. sue'secunt1um·cortsuetudi11em.:cum acciditoost decessum,-
. vel reces-sum :sive sursum·reddhum dicte Edithe ~ __ .... 

serviciis. et con •.•.. -inde domino·'Prius debitis .. Etdat · 
domino de·nne v;.;.· ._· . . - . . . ·- .. 

. . . . . 

·.: :F-AWKESBURY~ · •.. ::.view~. of .. Frankpledge, . St :iVIai:tii;i,.' -I 

. -.[Henry v:III..?J _1509A_ .-·. . . : .. ·. · . .. . -- __ · · •· ·-~ :- ·_ . · .· 
Kricofe ... . Homagium ibidem ~xactu,..Tll -~x. ()fficio.Juratores 

prc;seritant quod ..... _. lfz~:holas S[vffe. ijd xxvj crves Et 
quoff .1.·'licholas, Styffe h~bet ··penam~ ..... proximam . 

. curiam bene et· sufficienter emendai-e defectu.m :plaust"ri 
· sni ~rib p.~na forisfocture domino.~-.· ... 

Stoke~ : Decennarius cuni decena ibidem venifet presentat 
· · _ .. '. ... . . Et ·quod \Valterus Proud·. vt~- Ricardus i\.dy, _ 
_ .·:vi(\ Thomas ._Sryffi vi\ .Thomas,:.,Byke vi~, ~t Johannes 

.. · Da-v1 es:.vid, brasiavjt et fregitassisam servisii.· .. -
. . . : . . . ' . •- . . ' . . . .-.· . 

. "The fore going" records. are summarize& in the follo-vving table, 
which .gives the following- names of the v-a.rious ind1viduals with 

. tJle earliest and latest dates at which they respectively·.occur .. -
. -- -

·· . 7 oh;,, Styffe · · Jl'la;garet · _- · 
.. K)lcot 141t;-58·_ 1.-. Kilcot 1·4z1~34 

t . . . . . . .· . . . ' . 
. ..l;Vi'cholas. _.·_Agnes 
· Kilcot K.ilcot 

- . r.· . ·-
Edfth.; Kilc:pt 1421 

? :Edith IJomey . . .. · •· 
. I..:L'"4· ~74· : __ 1460 . . , .• _J. . .. 

·-.- Kilcot 1497" 

__ :.Nicholas: . 
. Kilcot.15co.;..1z. 

. . . ~ •. •·. '., 

. _· .. ·-.Thomas .. ·_ ._ 
. · .. Stoke I 47-0-I509 

7ohni 
_1497 . 

··. · . . . . 



H~wkesbu~_:C~urch . .. 

. F,-' :E\~ v1.·11a?"e churc~--~~ ~ca_n ~hew ~a ·great.er anti.~~itr,than 'that 

. • ·. . . or Hawkesbury:._tor 1t 1s _.certam,.t~at one existed :here Jqng 
-before·the:_close of t~e--sei~erith._,century~ :·· Of.that ,eaily--buikting. 
nothing ·now.,:remains, ,unless,. :.i-ndeed, .the .. ·• foundations · df · a :,,,an 
discoYered- -in. the la:te. ;restoration ' in' the west' part of·the :nave 
may have formed part of it. · ·Dedicated to the blessed :Virg1n_; 'it 
was the rrioth.erchttr.ch of a· large .padsh, which included·th~ fou1· 
·chapelties-:_.of_ HHsley, 'fr_esharn, )Vaste,· and·_Little: .Badmintont 
. beside.s· the::hamlets of Upton~ I{1l~ot,and Sed:d1ewood, as well as 
lnzleston ·-and Ghatkelev * .. :The ·church lies in 'the vallev near 

~· . . . . ~ . . . .; . . . . . . . . . . . . J .. 

Ingleston :'.conirrion. within ·.rh.e 'tithing:· of S~oke, :<n .. _ Stoke. 
Hawkesb:rir}\<:a ·n<-i-me \fhich has long> dropped<out. of use, . and · 
at the:foot:of the hill. dn. :which :lies Ha_·~vkesbury l;pton, n_q.w tbe 
.~o~t populous pan/of _the ;-pirish":·though:.we . .-shalt: probably· be 
right if.,ve infer that Stoke B:a,,vkesbury in early days was.·the. 
1arger ·o( .::the :two4 Indeed, .the whole parish -must onc-e _have 
been a. far moi-e important 'place than .it n,ow is. . A fair and.: 
market \\·as established at this 11ia<;e by charter- in : '1 ~53, though: 
it has long since· been forgotten .. 

'The dimensions- ~f .the chu~ch frcm'' east to ,vest ar.e.· ~ea~ly one' 
hundred and thirty feet, wifha.width 6fnearly-seventyfe_et;inclusive 
of the t_w~·porches~. ·AI.most everf style of building is exhibited. 
in ' it. ' There are some' frq,gments of 'pre-: Norman work in the ' 
north.porch, ·surmounted, by 'a-N-0nn~n _"door,wiy.. The gr~ajer. · 
·part of th~·chancel, ·the south aisle,':.:a,rid)sorrieportions of. the 
·10,'""er. and\io_rth porch, are of Early Englfah dat'e .. · · The arc~de. Iii.· 
the·nave, _.and part, of· the-.toi.ver;_are-\Jf. the ·Decorate.d·:style;· · 

'whilst \he:.c1e,restory,. the SOU!h 'porch,, and, 'n.ios_t,·of the ·:nort~: 
por.ch~;·as -~err·as'· the- upper ·.part' t>f·the:, tower~.:.t~e:' pulpit iand· 
some ::i:ninor _,vork, .. beJong_to the. Perpendicular, . pe1;i 9d. · O(: the 

· wo~k of the :sixteenth ·and seventeenth :centuries there: stilt remain ·_ 
trac~s~'. · <llid ·:the ','date·. r/3~_-:m<:the··.'chufch· .ni~ks' rep~irs · then. 
·undertake~~. The. p·ews __ ·aie ;~ Jacob~an· character. ~n.: p1a~, 
the church. c:6risists ·of/a cha.nc~h the nave, ~'ith -a smaller aisle,:· 
at 'the· en:d. of. ,vl,iich i'~ the' Stinchc~:nbe ,' chantr1. .t\tf() .Jarg~ ·. 
·porc~es,_,and a tO\\'er~ . _.\ p1an_.to sc:ale· appeared i~ t.lH:i thirteentl1 • 
,rollli-ne of"' the ,Tronsac!tons ··· ofl'·the:··:sns±ol· :and' GLoucestershire · .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 
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Archa~-ological • Society~_ which. also · cqntains some interesting 
. details ·of the church, and' of the various discoveries inade during 
the. restorationt w!1ich' took pla~e -in··188.2~ · .. A.vie.,{~ .of :the church• 

Jroni: rhe north_ was git"en in Bi.gland's . . G!Quceslers,~irej and· its 
general appearance at the present. tin1e, both inside. ·and.· o.ut, :is 
.she'"~n by the accompanying ·engra·~·ings;· · The restoratiot1 ofthi3· 
anci2nt buikl:irig ""~as undertaken in 188 2, ,vheri · rna:ny. necessary 
repair~ ,.,·ere executed, though . unfortunately· the :architect ill~ 
advisedly· re.mOVt;cl the whole of. the .Plaster,· and the wans \Vere 
re-pointed, ther~by givfng to the inferior a very ba.re and ·crude 
a.pp~aran(~e... For this h~ g-i\·es sori1e rea~•::ns in· his :account of 
the, restoration~ · One of _therri1 . that· it '~.·enables:- archreoiqgists 
. fo study the historv of· the· ·~':hurch/' sounds· verv Strange. · · The. 

·. . .. ·. . . '. . ·.· ... : .. ·- . . . . ~ ,· .. •' . .._ - ·. . . ·. 

st1pposed · need cf antiquarie~ 'is· bardly a sufficient' rec!:son for 
denucfin.g rough ri1bble walls ef plaster~. and. it is hard tQ :iizid .in . 
mere unsightliness the '' digni~_:r'' \Yhi.ch the architect claims for 
th=..: m. ,.,.t-J1· ou·1 ,...f tr~a,..,.,.:..,..nr · · · · · · · 

l,:o...; ~,r.. ... _. . V.s. . C 1,,L.LJ.C ..... - .. 

The seventee1~th. century P~'-~S were retained; but· were ahered. 
and rearranged~· though this: in a villa.ge.· church could hardly: 
b~\."e been requisite, . howe-r/er· needful· such· a change may pe 

. in.a populotis tot,:n parish, .and we ·.may be• permitted. to regret 
that . so good . 2.n instance of pew· work. of that .date · wa.s. not 
ano ... ved to r~main untouched. 

In the ~haricd .are the banners and. mon~ments ,qf.the Earls 
of Liverpool, \-.~hich have been f11lli ·described ·in. G!oZfl'lSle,r:shi"-re· 
?«.To 1-.·,.: an,:1 Q,, ~,.,,i~r- ,r · pp· I._.., ··2· - - :. · · · · · · 
~~ J.t .. , u.r .,,,c., ~c .. , ·.-;- ., .. ... ; 1 , :J:~·-

At the east end of the aisle ,v~rs the chantry, founded about the 
middle of the fifreent.h century by ·.one of the Stinchcombe 
.fan?il_r; Sorne .of .their gravestones •a.re· yet to .be.' .seen- iii the 
. float,. and th~ t1ame is stilLcornmon. -in . this. parish ·amongst the 
· humbler 1nhabitants. . . . . . . . . 

1\.s will. be seen ·from. the:·illustiations;:the ·t11urch .is most 
·. picturesque]}'.'situated~ ~n.d is; ~uilding oL great. interest.·to:· the 
antiquary~ There are1··indeedf fe\V other ,illage churches wh.ose 
known history E~e-this dares back• upwards· o,f .n.veh·e ce~tndes 
to 68+, when·· Gloucestershire formed· ~rt· of the .don1inio.n~.:of 

<Ethelred, the king .. of l\Iercfo.,. and only.:fonr:. ·years·:after :the 
. fbupd.ation :of the ·see ·of 'i\' orcester. . . . . . . ... 



HAWKE$BURY · CHURCH • INTERIOR, LOOKING '.EAST. 






