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FORE\tVORD 

This brief S\vartzendrt1ber his
tory . is ,vritten at tl1e req11est of· thJ 
fa1nily. I am indebted chiefly to 
Elmer G. Sv;artzendruber for the 
data and inf orn1atiori contained 
l1erein. 

There may be a f e,v errors in re
gard to dates and naracs. If, so, it 
is due to discrepancies v~:hich appear 
in different records. These records 
are practically 011r only sources of in
forn1ation, as the oldest settlers ,vho 
,vould ren1e1nber facts have 11early 
all departed this life. Son1c day ,ve 
hope to have a 111ore con1plete S,vart
zcndruber fa1nily history. 

l{athryn l\Iiller Snyder, 
Kalona, Iowa. 





Swartzendruber 
History 

In the year 1765 i11 liengering
hausen, \Valdeck, Ger1nany, was 
born one, Christian Sch\vartzendrttb
er. . Of his parents, brothers, and 
sisters, we have no acct1rate record. 
All \Ve kno,v is the information fur
nished fron1 data gathered by Fred
erick S,vartz~ndrul;>er, dated Sept .. 9, 
1894, a translation follo\\·s: 

"Grandf ath;3r Christian S,vart
zendruber -had three ·brothers. Ones 
na1ne was probably Casper, another 
probably ~Iichael, and the thir<l one 
was Jacob, ,vho can1e to -An1erica 
when he ,vas 21 years old." (Porsib
ly around 1792) "Jacob ,vas married 
to Catherine, da11ghter of Peter a11d 
Barbara Schn1ucker, and to them 
were born one daughter Catherine, 
and o·ne son John, born in 181G. 
Jacob n1oved to· Canada in 1833 
v.rl1ere he died at the age of 66 years. 
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Tl1e dat1gl1ter Catheri11e \V;lS 111ar~ .. ied 
in Canada to Joseph Jacob. Jol111, 
"'rl10 resided near Readi11g, Pa., in 
Lancaster Co., l1ad nine children. li.t 
tl1e ti1ne of this ,vriting, l'J ov. 1, 1893, 
five ·of· Jol1n's cl1ildrcn live in Can
uda,~and fot1r in Davis Co., Ind. 

Inf orm;:~t:on given to Frederic-k 
S,va1tze11dr11ber bv the abo--✓~ 111211-... 
tioncd John, l1e · bci:r:g a fil"st cot1sin 
of tl1e father of Frederick. 

Chr·1·st1*_nn s~"'T0 ~+•,.~-r,...:t .. -l,1:"\I"\~-- 't"'t" n ~ _ \'•!,•~L v~_j"--.1. .. U.:. :.-J........ YV ~.;. 0 

nr\ a1"vi 0 .,..., t O C ~ .L.Llln 1--: l1 ~ T? u-· t'-h .-1,:; "L1 c:-1 l !- .-, ; • 
;.L(. .L .. _,\..l . 1c.:. ... '\.,;- .1..,._'-' .... "' ••• 'l. .• c... ~::,.a. .L.,, .. 

of Si1non Roth. They rc~ide:-1 i11 th~ 
n1ill IIufetsack~ and latct in th:~ G~J
lo\vs ]!Till i-.1 J-,:1pr,o·e1,in'-1'-1l~l'~o11 111 

¥ ....... ' ... • ..... .&.~ - ..... --,:-:, ,A. -·· 1.......,,.,._ , ... -

the · JJrincipality of \-=-l aidcc1;:~ in· 
\V cstc1·n G·CIT!1any. They h2 1l tl1r•:C 
Chl.lcl-_..en Cl-1.,_•:c:tt']'1·1 J'l• 1"'oun. 1·n· 11""'!,{'1'7 

.. .i. J., ' ... J.J.:,:., ........ ! J.•" J• .t ... ,.. l "::) , 

J 'lno1) 1·,0:---, 1·111~:r'ly 1000 a•1,-1 l\-f 11 cr .. ........... 1., J _J .. .1 \-<" , -LOV ~ <: .t ·,..I ;..r.- .... ~-:, 

dalcna. Cl1ristiu11. S\v-rt1tz~::11drubcr 
and his s0I1s \Vere n1 illr~ti-ights by 
tl .. "' ,le I:..T~s SQTIC'.' ·1'"1 LL,c"\;~ 1-~ec'"' 1110 f !) ~--m .. .• (.l,\_t, e :.-l..1. .I.Li:) ~ -,i J,.J a ._, __ ,.._ • 

ers arid carpenters· also. 
It is ,vith the life of Jucob S·\vart

zendn1ber that ,ve arc cspccinly con
cerned, for lie bec:-!n1e tl1e f athcr of 
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---------------· our granclf ather, George Swa1tzen-
druber. Jacob ,vas n1arried in 1820 
to Barbara Oesch Guengerich, ,vid
ow of Peter G11engerich of Huening--
·i1ausen, and grand1nother of the late 
S. D. Guengerich. 

She l\1as born in 1787 and mar
ried Peter Guengerich in 1811. To 
this union ,vere born thre children, 
Jacob, Daniel, and Susa11na. S11san
na died at the -ag2 of. one year, a11d 
in 1815 Peter died. ...A ... ftcr the n1ar
riage of Jacob and Barbara they re-
sided in the Gallo,vs l\Iill 11ntll J 833. 

The f 0110,ving children were born 
to Jacob and Barbara Svva.rtze11drub
er: Joseph, born 1821 (grandfather 
of Elmer G. S,vartzendruber); Sus
anna, t,vin sister of Joseph, ,vho died 
in early childhood 111 Mengering
hausen!' Anna, born 1823 (mother of 
Brick Chr:s Yoder) ; Frederick, horn 
1825 (father of Jacob F. and Sh~n1 
S,vartzendruber) ; Christian Z., born 
1827 (kno,vn as Oregon Chris); and 
George and t,vin sister Amelia, horn 
Ju11e 2, 1830. An1elia died in 1831 
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and is also buried in Mengering
hattsen, Germany. 

In this same year, 1831, Jacob 
was ordained t~ the ministry in Ger
many •. 

On May 9, 1833, Jacob S,vartzen
dn1be1:, with his fa111ily and t,vo step:
sons, Jacob P. and Da11iel P. Gueng
erich, left their ho1ne in the so~called 
Gallows lVIill in Mengeringhause11, 
and started on the. first lap of tl1eir 
journey to A1nerica. 

In the diary of Daniel P. Gueng
erich v.re find 1nany interesti11g 
events co11-cerning their journey to 
Ilren1en I-Iarbor, fron1 \vhich point 
they sailed in the ship vVeser, an old 
time sailing vessel1 under th~ con1-
n1and of Captain iler1nan Grau, a11d 
a very interesting account of their 
voyage. . After 72 days they landed 
at Baltimore, on August 12, 1833. 

Grandfather Jacob bro11ght V•lith 
hin1 a copy of the fan1ily record, dat
ed ~fay 9, 1833, ,vhich \Vas taken 
front the church bool{ at 1Iengering
hausen. Translated the letter reads 
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as follows: . 
"To the Ivlennonite Jacob S,vart

zendruber, to date a n1iller in the 
Galgann1iihle ( Gallo,vs lVIill) near 
Mengering-hausen, and his ,vif e Bar
bara~born Oesch, have the follo,ving 
chil en been born: . 
. 1.r., td¾c~born the l8tl1 July one 

thousand eight hundred t,venty-one. 
2. Anna born the 13th April 

one tho11Sand eight hundred twenty
three. 

3. . F r e d e r i c k born · th.e 3rd 
.l',Iarch one thousand eight h11ndred 
twenty-five. . 

4. Christian born the 21st Oct
ober one thousand eight hundred 
twenty-seven. 

5. George born the 2nd June 
one tho11sand eight hundred thirty. 

Extracted out of the church re
cord boolt of the church in 1Ienger
ing-hausen the 9th Iviay, 1833. 

K. Steinmetz, Evangelical Min
ister of Mengering-hausen in the 
principality of Waldeck, Germany." 

In the same company with the 



8 SWARTZENDRUBER HISTORY 

Swartzendruber family ,vas anotl1er 
ancestor, Daniel Schoettler, then 22 
years old. In later years he often 
re1narked ho,v little did he tl1ink that 
the n1ischievot1S little three-years-old 

~ 

Geo1~ge \Vo11ld one day becon1e his 
son-in-la\v ! 

From Baltimore the con1pany 
traveled by horse dro,vn trolley to 
Frederickto,v11, ~;Id., assteam ,~ras not 
yet used for power in transportation. 
At Fredericktovvn thev hired a tean1 
to take thern to the "Glades~' reg·ion, 
near S01nerset, Pa., at a cost of $90. 

This s11m ,vas no small .an1ount to 
then1 at thnt tin1e, as the sale of thci1· 
belonging·s in Gern1any nn1ot1nted 
only to $1800.00 Prussian n1onev, 
and $500.00 had to be left y.;ith the 
Ger1nan govern111ent in case they 
mig·ht ret111·n penniless, and become 
puhlic charges. This 111oney ,vas re
tained by the govern1nerit, even 
though they never returned. 
· The Glades region in Pennsyl
vania ,vas called l1ome for a short 
tin1e, b11t a little later a home ,vas 
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made in what is locallv called Ne,v ., 
Germa11y, about five or six 111iles 
sot1tl1east of Grantsville, lVId. IIere 
a grist mill \Vas erected, a11d a dan1 
built in the Poplar Lick river by the 
father Jacob. The da1n is still there, 
seemingly as intact as the day it \Vas 
finished, although the mill has sine~ 
been rebuilt. This mill; tl1e only 011c 
for miles arotuid, -,vas patronized by 
so many, that it often became nec~-s
s~ry to operate at nigl1t. In later 
years Grandfather George wot1ld re
late ho,v several _t1n1es the provrling 
panthers, ,vith their ,v_0.ird cries·, 
can1e so close that the n1ill ,vas hur
riedly closed, and the 1nillers hasten
ed across the dam and un the other 
side about 60 rods to their home. 

In 1840 the family moved to Al
legheny Co., ( no,v Garret Co.) 
Maryland. In the fall of 18!16 Jacob 
S,vartzendrubcr came to Io,va on u 
visit, and while here preached the 
funeral sern1on of a baby claughter .. ... 
of n. P. G11~ngerich's. ,vho dierl Ang-. 
11,1846. This was probably the first 
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sermon preached by an Amish l\Ien• 
nonite minister in Jol1nson Cou11ty. 

In 1851 Jacob Swartzend11.1ber 
moved to Iowa ,vith his family. They 
lived on a farm s011th of Sharon 
Center, no,v occupied by lVIahlon 
Slabaugh, altho11gh the buildings 
,vere in a slightly different location. 
T,vo · years later, in 1853, Jacob ,Yas 
ordained as bishop in the An1ish 
Mennonite Church. 

On Jan~ 24, 1856, Jacob's ,vife 
Barbara died. She ,vas buried in the 
Peter I\1:iller cemetery, ·east· of \'tlill 
C. Brennemans. The stone that 
marks her grave is an old hand-he,vn 
bro,vn slab with the f ollo,ving hand
carved information: 

B. s·. 
DIED JN 24 

1856 
A few years later Jacob again 

was married to a v~"oman fron1 Indi
ana. It is very probable that her 
nan1e was Miller, altho' ,ve have no 
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definite information, and evidently, 
at her death, \Vas taken back to l11di
ana for burial. 

Jacob Swartzendruber died on 
Jt1ne 5, 1868. and is buried beside 
his \\rife in the Peter l\1iller Cen1e
tery .. Jacob had one brother, Christ
ian Jr., whose posterity are living 
mostly aro11nd Berlin!' -Pa., and J\iag
dalena, who 111arried Joseph Bender. 
and became the grandn1other of 
An1elius Bender. 

And now ,ve return to trace the 
activities of another ancestor, men
tioned before, because Schoettler 
history and S\vartzendn1ber history 
are closely interv1oven. 

Daniel Schoettler was born Oct. 8, 
1810. in Germanv. He lost his moth
er ,vhen a small boy. and in order to 
escape military se1~ice he ,villingly 
made the sacrifice of leaving- home 
and relatives for a land of freedom. 
He sailed in the com11anv ,v1th Jacnl) 
8"i,a.rtzendruber, as was before stat
ed, landin{! at Baltimore. ~id., in 
August, 1833, and made his abode 
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with the Amish-l\Ienno11ite church 
located at Castleman river. 

On Dec. 30 of this san1e year l1e 
1narried Helena S\\?artzendruber, 
,vho- was also bor11 in -Ger-many, 
liar. 15, 1815, and came to A111erica 
witli her pare11ts in 1820. Her broth-
ers were Josepl1, kno,vn .as Iov .. --a Joe; 
Christian,_ called Big Chris; Peter, 
father of Preacher P. P. of \"J..l ell
n1an; and· John, -,vho die·d slnglc.
Daniel Schoettler and l1Is ,vife lived 
i11 Allcghe11y Co., IVId., 11ntil 18-10, 
,vhen ,vith his three children, Christ
ian, i\Iary ( 011r grandn1other), and 
Joseph, they crossed the mo11nta.ins 
to Butler Co.~ Ohio. They lived here 
t,vo years thc11 moved to Fairfield 
Co., Ohio. Here they lived until the 
soring of 1850 ,vl1en they 1noved to 
Iowa. 

Daniel had the f ollo\ving brothers 
and sisters: Christian, who <lied in 
childhood; Mary, who married an 
Otto and became the grandmother of 
Jonas Otto east of Fryto\vn: HelPna.· 
married to a Yutzy. He also had 
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sevei-al half· brothers a:nd sisters: 
:fi'recterick, Jacob, Christian, Ha1111a, 
and Elizabetl1. 

In the fall of 1849, ·Da11iel, his 
,vife, and t,vo of the chilclr~11; Catl1-
erine and San1uel, hitched an ol<l 
grey l1orse, called- Lion, -to a si:ngle 
buggy, and d1·ov~ all t4e ,v~y bncl~ 
to Son1erset Co., F'a., to say goodbye 
to their relatives and friends tl1ere, 
thi11ldng they "',voul d Ii ever se~Y then1 
here on earth. Thc11, in the sprin~· of 
1850, they prepared to r.aove to Iov""a. 

The only me~ns of travel aci-oss 
,vcstern· Pennsylvania ·a-nd eastern 
Ohio at this ti1ne ,v:.~s by ,vagon till 
tl1ey can1e to Zanesville, 0 hio, vy·h~re 
they boarded a steamboat g·oing 
dov;11 the l\I nsl(ingun1 river to :rviari .. 
etta. Here they changed boats. sail
ing ·ao,"{ln the Ohio river to Cincin-

" nati. v"\7hile waiting- here a f e,v days 
for another bout. little five year old 
J..;vdia (Joe L. Hershberg-er's moth
er) beca1ne lost. for a short time 
,vhilc vvatching the street traf fie. A 
kind-h~arted 'maid, ,vho had seen 
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the child at the hotel with ~er par
ents, knew where _she belonged and 
returned her safely. 

In this company were Mr. and 
11:rs. Daniel Schoettler and seven 
children: Cl1ristian (grandfather of 
C. C: and Abner l\Iiller) ; i\rlary, ( ottr 
grandn1other); Catl1erine (,vife of 
Jacob B. l\iiller) ; San1uel; Lydia; 
Daniel Jr.; and John; and Cl1ristian 
Gingerich, father of tl1~ late C. -C. 
Gingerich, and \Vm.- En1de, father of 
the late John En1de of Hors~ Shoe 
Bend. 

Grandmother t1sed to tell t1s over 
and over, at our request, of one ex
citing night on the Ohio river. A race 
was on between their boat and an
other, and their captain said, "I'll 
,vin this race if I have to run the boat 
into the air." Grandmother l\iarv 
and one of her brothers crawled 
11nder the covers of their bnnks, 
thinking st1rely this night ,vould be 
their last. For some time the boats 
,vere racing side by side, so near 
each other that the passengers cot1ld 
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-----·---------
have shak:en hands with each other, 
but finally our boat ,vo11 the race 
and thus put an end to their anxiety. 

At St. Lo11is they once · more 
changed boats -and sailed up tl1e 
Mississippi river to lVIuscatine {tl1en 
called Bloomington). Here t- h e y 
hired tean1s .. and ,vagons to tal•~e 
the1n · to their final destination in 
Johnson county, only 47 miles dis
tant. About half ,vay there, tl1e 
teams gave out in the deep mud,· and 
again the con1pany ,vaited until "\Vm. 
En1de ,valked the rest of the ,vav for 
help. \Vin. "\Vertz and- Paul l\Iiller, 
,vho ,vere among the first Amish s2t
tlers in Io,vH. returned ,vith ox-tean1s 
and broug-ht the travelers, ,vith more 
or less difficulty, throu~h the M:ircl1 
mt1d and 1nire to their hon1e in John
son county . .. 

\Vhile the n1en ,vere buildjn ~ 
their lo~ cabins. g-ettin<r ready to till 
the soil. anrl m:il{ing the necessary 
hougP.hold furniture. the Schoettler 
f"mily 1novP.rl in ,vit.h a bachelor, 
John Lambert, ,vhose log cabin 
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stood about 20 rods east and a trifle 
north of the Lo\ver Deer Creelt ceme
tery. -

On Dec. 1, 1850, the new cabin 
was ready for occt1pancy. It stood 
on the site of the Grandpa house in 
the hot1se yard of Joe L. Hershberg
er. It was one and one-half stories 
high, and·consisted of a living room, 
bedroom, kitchen,· pantry, and porch, 
and in this cabin ot1r grandparents, 
George Swartzendrt1ber and lVIary 
Schoettler, ,vere married. 

In the building of this cabin, the 
shingles vlere all made by l1und by 
Grandfather Schoettler, ,vho sp1it 
tl1em and ,vorked them do,vn t1ntil 
they ,vere fit to t1se. "'\Vhile the older 
ones ,vere bt1ilding; the cabin, the 
younger ones helped by c~rrying 
their meals to the1n throt1gh the tim
ber, nearly a n1ile away, ,vith noth
ing ht1t a path throu~h the hazel 
bn1sh to guide the1n. On one of these 
trips 11 ye~r old Joseph hnd an en
eo11nter ,vith a rattle snake which 
frightened him so, that he refused to 
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make the trip alone after that. Tl1e 
S c h o e t tl e r children rr1ust have 
thoug·ht that truly a boy's best friend 
is his dog·, for· old Iviaj or, the re111ark
able dog they bro11ght with then1 
fro1n Ohio, seen1s to have been Pub
lic Enen1y No. 1, so far as the rattle 
s11akes ,vere concerned. I-Ie · \vould 
often ·attack the largest rattlers, tali
Ing then1 i11to his 1no11th and shaking· 
them 1111til they ,vere torn in pieces, 
ofte11 leaving pieces hanging· along 
the sides of the buildings. The do~ 
,vas ofte11 bitten severely, but a1vy·ays 
recovered. \Vhen he started on th2 
trail of a ,volf he hardly ever failed 
to get hi111; and he lived to a ripe old 
age. Once. ,vhen n1i1king, the boys 
heard a rattler. Upon investig·at1011 
l1e ,vas fo11nd on the other side of the 
covr. .i\fter killing him they found 
he filled a half btishel measi1rc, not 
at all an t1ncon1n1on size" for the tin1-
her rattlers ,vere 111t1ch larger than 
the prairie rattl~rs. 

On Oct. 25, 1855. l\fary Schoct
tler and George S,vartzendruber 
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were married, at which time all the 
young folks of the church in the com
mwiity ,vere invited. This was the 
second wedding among our people, 
Seth Kauffmans having been the 
first to be married, i11 Dec., 1854. 

· After: .. their marriage, Grandpa 
Swartzendruber lived with George's 
father one year, then moved on to 
the farm no,v o,vned by Arth11r C. 
Gingerich, known as Maplecrest 
Farm. 

The first permanent settlement 
of Mennonites in Johnson Co., ,vas 
by Daniel P. Guengerich and fan1ily, 
Willian1 Wertz and family, and Jos
eph J. S,vartzendruber, eidest broth
er of George, in the year 1846. the 
same year that Iowa was admiitted 
into the Union. These first three 
settlers had to walk a distance of 
abo11t 130 miles to Dubuq11e, Io,va, 
where · the government land office 
was located, in order to enter their 
claims, paying $1.25 per acre for 
their land. The only guide they had 
was a ft1rrow drawn from Iowa City 
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to Dubuque. 
The first church services · \Vere 

held in 1849 by Bishop Ch1-istian 
S\vartzendruber and l\'.Iinister J oscph 
Golcls1nith, both of Lee ·Co., ,vith six 
members present, na1nely, Daniel P. 
G11engerich and ,vife. Vvn1. \·Veitz 
and \\-ife, and Peter 11 ill er and lvif e. 
In .tl1e fall of 1850 at least t,vo n1ore 
families moved here fron1 Fairfield 
Co., Ohio, - Benedict 1Iillers and 
John I(e1npfs, hut 1851 ,vas the bo0n1 
year of i111111igration i;vhen 11 fan1-
ilies can1e in fron1 l\iarvland and 
Ohio. In this· year the church ,vas 
permanently organized with twenty-
seven n1e1nbers. 

The first Commt1nion servicrs 
,vere held in the hon1e of Daniel Ji 
Gueng·erich, in the spring of 1852. 
with Bishoo Joseph Golasn1ith of 
l,ee Co .• officiating. At this tin1e oc
ctirred also the first ordination serv
ices. ,vhen Frerlerick Swartzendrub
er ,vas orrlnined .as deacon. A vear 
l~ter. l8fi3. grandfather J a c o b 
S,vartzendruber ,vas ordained as the 
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first Bishop of the Church in John
son Co., by Bishops Christian S,vart
zendruber and Joseph Goldsmith of 
Lee Co. 

The first minister ordained ,vas 
Joseph Keim in 1855. 

As the settlements were some 
miles apart we can see ho,v difficult 
it must have been for the me111bers to 
meet each Sundav· for cht1rch serv-... 
ices. The only n1ea11s· of transporta-
tion for some time ,vas by ox-tear11. 
and ,vagon, and ma11y tin1es ,vhen 
cht1rch services ,vere held at quite a 
distance, men1bers made ~he trip on 
Sat11rday evening. Others o· f t e n 
walked a distance of nine to eleven· 
miles on Sunday morning. 

· Breaking the tough sod on the 
prairies was done ,vith five or six 
yolte . of oxen. At harvest time the 
men cradled. the ,von1en tied the 
bundles, and the children· carried 
them togethe1·. Deer and wolv·es 
were plentiful. and often ,vhen about 
readv to butcher the winter's meat 
supply, Grandfather wo11ld send the 
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boys after deer in or<lcr tp 111ix son13 
venison vvith tl1e s:1usage. S0111etin1es 
Gra11dfather, ·\v 110 V.'2.S no 1ne~11 

1narlIB1na11, v;ould bring _hon1e a 
t . tl "t d ·p . . . l. , grea an erect eer. r·r:.1i-1e c~11ci{-

ens, qu~il, a11 d fish. '\Vere also a 
So11rc~ or·'! 1~00--1t s~ 1 n,J· l,-T Hoo··.;. ,:~rr,p-~ 

""'e- ·-- . " -'-1·' i: ... .,v • . ~.::, \' \,; .&. ..., 

often bt1tchercd before s2lling the 111, 
-~s 111any as thil'ty bcLig k1lled i11 

011c day-and tal(er1 to. Iov'i:1 City 
~ ... ~11---·--n '·h,..,"1 1~1·o••r:-•n4- r'\ .. ,,i·11 ~◄J::::. ·or, .. ·J , . .., Cl 'C l.-.&. \,,,,J IJ '-t.,~ &.:.J 1. ,.JL "-~• .v. J v t.,. 

0 90 ~o p:':)1• c-.·T•t G"tar-n-~-f.nt 11,~•• ~{lQ"'-~(,"J 
,) .. ,4 • -.}\_ -· e .... . .&. c~ .. L !_ ! ..... ,:.. ... .&.1_ l u - .: b \., 
died July i2, 1904, at tl1e age of 7 .:1 
't'l'O fl •·-ct ._Y \..-::. ... ! ~. 

i\. 111 o n ·g grancln1other M a r y 
C.\-. l1oeft 11 ''l .. Q.,.:r-'1 ,_.,LL 7 C>'lr.,L' l•" •Lh.e~1·'s p '."\'"<"" '"'Il Uv.!. "' •.\,.; ~ \V ,.,.., •.::..,-.,~ '- L .,.J t_.:~ ..:,l; .. 

al belo:r:gings \Vas fo1-u1-:l an old tah
lnt "1'').T~1tl1 cornD or ha-.• 1n::.r:1·t-qt;on("'I 
.\:; ,. ;J. lr,,,.;' ,!.,!..,&.\,.,, -- .a. ..... '-".: .Le ~-\..,!,. '-'.;.,-.,,..._,!_ -- ... -:i, 

I,. fl i:•01,•1· ¾-n. ~ ,...; .. 1~ l >"ll" .. CS no C\ m C' h """" 110,., C"" c;., i ... "'""' •. :A.:... 1 l, ! . _. 1" " ...... _ • .,, .1 t.l.:::l !l . .:, 

~.nd prayers for her children. On the 
f i1·~t p.., o·o !-lfn t.hns~ ·n:roI,..JS • "~eo .... ~g,:'") ~......, .,..,...;-_,'-" a ...., .... -'-"-"•...,, ,\' tl. . ~ J..-...""' 

S-;vartzcndruher. born~ in Gcrrnn.ny 
t.Tnne 2. 1830. IIarv Schoettlcr borne 
in .. \JlP-ghcnv county state of 1,!ary
lan,t .Tnne 5. 1837 

Written by 7''1ary S,vartzendrnh
er ?~arch 10, 1903 fro1n your 1not11-
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er." 
· Here are a few excerpts from the 

pages fallowing: . 
"I must write a little more to my 

children. Here I sit in my rocking 
chair a;nd think about my children, 
and their children, ,vhat ,vill -becon1e 
of them I do not know. "\Vhen I ,vas 
a little . girl I was very sick. Why 
cot1ld I · not die that time? Now I 
must see all ltlnds of trouble. I thinlt 
it was not the Lords will to tal(e n1e 
that time. No,v I will try and do right 
as much as I can in great v;cakness. 
It seems to me I won't live very 1011g 
anymore, but the good Lord kno\vs 
best for me. I think and sav everv 

"' day "0 God f or0 ·ive a poor sinner" 
• ' b and so yot1 must thinlt every day. 

Now my dear children, don't forget 
the Lord's Prayer, and then do ,vhat 
you pray to Hi1n. 0 mv dear child
ren, ,vhen we are all dead once, 0 
how g_ood '\Vouldn't it be ,vhen ,ve 
could be all together. I think so 
much about it. M v dear children. 
don't forget me, what I do and did 
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say to you. 
So n1uch fron1 ·yottr mother, 1\Iary 

Sv1artze11druber, to my dear, beloved 
children. Goodbye, n1y dear child
ren, goodbye, Amen." 

Then f ollo,v a 11t11nber of verses: 
"He tl1at doeth -good is of God, 

but he tl1at doeth evil hath 11ot seen 
God. Vvhatsoever · ye . do, do ali to 
the glory of God." 
The years roll round and steal a,vay 
The breath· that first it ga '"le. 
vVhate'er ,ve do '\\~here e'er Ylc be 
"\

1
/ e'er traveling to the ·grav"'e. 

Love God v1ith all your soul and 
strength 

\Vith all vour heart and 111ind. 
And love ·your neighbor as yourself 
Be faithful just and kind. 
Let us try to care for others 
Nor suppose ourselves the best. 
We sho11ld all be friends and broth-

ers. 
'T,vas the Savior's last request. 
·We ,vere made for better things, 
High as heaven our nature springs, 



24: SWARTZENDRUBER lllSTORY 

Like the lark that upward flies 
\Ve were made to seek the skies. 

If you will turn away from sin 
In childhood's early day. 
The Lord will make you pure within, 
And take your guilt away. 

Take time to be Holy. The world 
ntshes on. · · · -

Spend much time in. secret with 
Jesus alone ; 

By looking to Jesus, like Him thou 
shall be. 

Thy friends in they conduct His like
nesc shall see. 

Surely ours has been a goodly 
heritage. With such an upright, hon
est, God-fearing ancestry as ours has 
been, we have much to be thankful 
for, and certainly nothing of which 
to be ashamed. Our forefathers kept 
the faith throt1gh hardships, strug
gles, misfortunes, and sorrows. God 
forbid that ,ve shot1ld be less faith
ful in preserving the faith of our 
Fathers! 


