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SOME FJRST FACTS 

The fan1ily is of Norman origin, and claims to be a 
branch of the ancient and illustrious house of 3/Iontespedan, 
now apparently extinct: . From old documents· it appears 
th2.t the rernova1 to England \Vas after the Conquest, \vhe11 
hon_!-}rs a-nd possessions \vere assigned the. fan1ily . there. 

j'. Sorne of_ the name are found at the court of King John at 
the beginning of the thirteenth century~- It is interesting to 
note the ,·ariant spellings. Petro de Stoko \Vitnesses t\VO 

charters of I(ing John, in_ 1201, and again in 1206. ~-\teyn 

Stokes \Vas one of the executors of the \vitl of Ed\vard. 
' Prince ot \Ya.les, _ r376. Adrian Stokes. ··country gentie-

111an.-·~ marri~cl Frances. Duchess of Suffo;k, granddaughter . 
· of Henr~v \.-:-II, \vido,v of- Earl Grey, and tnother of Lady 
Jane Grey~ pretender to the English crov.rn. 

SIR ADAM DE STOKKE 

This gentleman is the first from \vhich our line is trac~d. 

l. I~e~1s fi~·st m
1
en.tiohn_cd in r301. Infr3h12, r"ecords ifnSth: 'kfo-~,--c:r

1 J, or Lonoon s 10,v 1111 possessed o t e n1anors o toK -e an(, 
Rutishall. County \\.-ilts. The rector of Great Bed\..,-in_ 
church~ Hungerfordt \Vilts, "'"-rites n1e October: 1914. that his 
-1nonurnent and effigy. in full knightly arn1or, are still there 
as ··trea~u.red mernorials.!! The rector gives 111e a de~crip
tion too l,Jng to quote here~ In the effigy Sir 1\dam~s legs 
are crO.iSi..'.'d, \vhich con1n1onlv indicated a Crusader. \Ve 
have no other evidence of this. hov;:ever. 

T-HE GREA"T PEDIGREE 

. This is at Sta_nsha,:ves. and "is about three-fourths of a 

; 

I 
I 

I 

: I 
I: : , r yard v;ide. and four and a half yards long, composed oi Se\"- . I 

eral ski11s glued together. 'fhe arrns a111ounting to o\-cr ·f 
-------------·-·---------- - --- - - .. ---·--- -· ... --·. -.. ··-- -·· --- ·-·-·· . ------- ;_;____ . ,;.;._j 
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: -------------:----
; sixty coats [ for different branches of the family-j-ust as our 
f- 01vn differs] are \vell blazoned in colors," etc. At the h~ad 

I of the pe<ligre_e is the follow_ing shield: 
I 
I 

l 
I . 

The --pedigree follo\,·ing it is the one given belo,v. The 
Rtgi~tr:~r c,f the H1~ral-d'~ College ,vrites 1ne that in 1623 the 
Stokes' of Stansha\ves ··registered a pedigree, and had con
firrncd to thern the follo\ving arms, sable, a lion rampant, 

' ennine .. , This is ,vithout doubt the pedigree above, and ,vas 
•· confi rn~ed ''. to the f an1ily aiter 1nany years' previous use. 

I. 

THE LONG LINE fN ENGLAN- □ 

Sir A.da-111 and E•-.·a de Stokke. 
" ()f this pair \\·as horn Thomas Stoke of Seend, \Vilt$, 

· in the rei~n of Ed \vard III. 
3. C)f him can1c rrhomas Stokes. of the same place_. in 

the fifth year of Richard II., 1381. 
-4. X ext in line ca1ne John S.to~es. of See-nd also, Henry 

! . 
· I\-:- "I-- ,:. i n (1" k i r1 (Y . . , ., ,;... 6 . ~-- . 

; 5. 1'horn:-is Stc)ke~ follo,ved, of the same old family seat, 
in the tin1e r>f Fienry \r. 

6. Then follo\ved John Stoke. of :;ame place~ in the third 
~ -r.r \'"T ! ye a r , ) 1 i-.. c G r .Y ' L .. I 42 5. 

I l . -· - -... -
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THE- HOUSE OF STOKES. 

----------------·------·- -~----,-----
7. Succeeded by ,'fhon1as Stoke,. in the_ eleventh year of 

H er..ry \:~I I.~ I 495. 
8. His son, John Stokes,- erected the chapel at Seend, 

an<l \\"as buried there in 1498. He married A.lice ----, 
who-sleeps-beside him. · 

9. · Their son, John .Stokys, carne next. He married :\Iar
gery1 daughter of John Nicholas oi Runchvire, \Vilts. 

IO. For nearly·. if not quite t,vo hundred years, the farn-
ily had resided in \,Viltsh ire: but no\V co1nes a change-a 

I
.: ne,v ~-ettlement. · Chri:3topher Stokes~ ,vho follo\VS next, is of 

Stansha"1:es Place ( c2.lkd later Sta11sha,ves Court), Glouces
tershire. England. The date 1566 ·is given, but I think this 
1nu~t haYe been the time of his death. as his successor. mar-. . . 

ries, the first tin1e .. in 1569. Christopher Stokes married 
.A.nne Le~ter of Chri~tian ?\f alford, \Vilts. 

r r. Of the111 \Yas born .~nthony Stoke~. ,vho married, 
first, :\Iargareti daughter· of Richard Scrope of Castle Comh 
in "\ Vilts. X o issue of her. The second 1narriage \Vas to 
Jane_. daughter of Richard Bro\\-·ning of ·Coaley in Glouces
tershire. 

12. T"he next in the line \Vas Christopher Stokes (2), 
.\vho 1narried .A.lice. daughter of Tohn Parker oi- Barn\vood. 

. L; -

I 

.; 

This \Vas hi~ first ,vife. The second ,vas Barbara, daughter -I 
of Sir ThPmas Snell. 

, .. \nd no\v! after so111e one hundred a·nd t\venty years' in
cun1bency of Stansha,ves. there is another transplanting. 
Christopher Stokes (by the family tradition a _..younger 
son·' oi this same old fatnilv), is found in \i"inzinia, in 1620; 

J . . ~- ~ 

and the date makes it evident that he \va:, one of the sons of 
Christopher Stokes (2) and Alice Parker. 0f him more -...vill 
be said further on . 
. · <lJ..·.~· The line ·is continued _a·t Stanshawes for about_ t\vo 

hundred and thirtv-five vears as follO\VS: ·sa1nuel Stokes . ~ .., 

(brother of Christopher (3), the in,1migrant), ;,,vho man-ied 
Isabel!a~ daGghter of Richard Cc,<.~rington of Dodi-ngt1)I1. 

: tGlouce::tershire. · 
r4. Ec.h,varcl Stukc::i/ born. )J°oven1ber 30, 1829; Justice 

i 
1---··- - . - -- -- - -· -···- --·-·--- ---· - •····· .... - - -· -~- ·-··----- - - -· ---- ·-··--·- --- ---- - - -----·--·- .. 
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-------· -----
i of the Peace; r:1a_rried, first. Elizabeth, daughter of Richard 
I ' • 

! Poole of N e,\·ton; \Vilts; married, second, 3'fargaret, <laugh-
.;. ter of Henry Ne-,vman. - No issue by· her. 

I 

j 15. Richard Stokes, attorney-at-la\v, of Calne_. \Vilts; 
married Eleanor, ·daughter of ·Thomas Lambert of Boynton. 
vV·ilts. (See ··Burke's Corn1noners," vol. i, page 67). 

r6. Captajn Thomas Stokes of Stansha\ves; married his 
cousin. Sarah, daughter of .A.bjohn Stokes of 'Titherton; she 
\vas born- }lay 8, I 703 : married \:"Vhitsun \V eek, 1724. 

· 17. Thor'nas Stokes of Stanha,ves, and also of Hart,vick1 

"' , 

. near Shepstov:. l\Iarried A.nne. daughter of l\lajor A.dley'. .,, 
'. _ Died in 18o3. 

18. Thoma_s Stokes of Bristol. attorney-at-la\v; married· · 
Sarah Prichard of f-Ia\vkesbury. lT pton: died. 1808. 

· 19. Adrian Stokes of Stanha,vesr ,vho married 1\.'liss 
Rolph of •rrhornbury. 

20. Dr. 'Thon1as Stokes, \.vho sold Stansha\ves to R. X. 
Hooper, 187r. 

·()ur fa-mily coat-of-arms consists of the follo,ving: Sable 
shield. lion ra1npant. ern1ine, --.vith a forked tail; crest, \Vith 

, a c.lerni-lion rainpant~ en11ine. forked tail; and the motto. 
:,f,~icit onnzia perti11ax -z•£rtus." This is on authority of va

! rious genealogists. ( See title page.) 

IN AMERICA 

r.3.- (Eng1ish-_-\n1erican line). Christopher Stokes ·(3), 
can1c to Virginia in 1()29. and obtained a patent for land on. -
t !1e Ch:.! rlc~ (afterward called the \~ ork) river on- July 2 r. 
1635. 1-Ie \\·a~ a 1112..n ,.,·r pr•,_1ininence.- a n1c~ber of the Hoti:-;e 

of .Bt~rg-e~~e:S for "\Var\\·ick Ri\·er,'' in Octoher. 1639. It 
sccrn:-: he had been ~ranted patents for other plantations. one 
of_ th en1 Iyi ng upon tli at ~trean1. I-[e died son1e ti n1e be fore 

'Il> .. :.(>. 1ea\·ing four ~()II:-,;, Chri:--:tnpller l-+)·. \Vili'ia111, Franci~. 
and Titornas. I-Ii~ hon1e \Vas called the Ne\v Pocosin on 
the \~urk peninsula. 

. 
IS:5tte. 

The ~\:....:ond :-:.nn. \Villian1. \\·as the only one having 
••f-Ie \-vas a \·er\' lar~·e .landh1Jlder.·· · Jolin and S\·l-

~ \. . - ... · 
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THE HO.t:SE OF STOKES. 

------------··-·-------
vanus Stokes ,ve.re his sons. ~A..· JI s. historv · of the farni.Iy. 
( quoted in the. r-"£rginia 1.11 agazhze of H£story a;zd Biography, 
July. 1898L states that these t\VO '·\vere ancestors of those 
of the name no,v living." 

15. John Stokes ,vas the progenitor of_ the Carolina 
branches of the ·family~ 

16. Of hi 1n ca rne Da \·id Stokes ( r). He ,vas a J nstice· 

' 

of the Peace of Lunenburg county. \ 1 a., at its organization.: 
in 1746. 1Ie \-vas born October 23, IjOj, an(i died Septe1nber 
r2, r794. He n1arriecl Sarah. granddaughter of Colone1 
Thotn:::s ·:\Jri-ntfort of Old Point Co1nfort. She "\\·as. born .

1 February· 3, 17 I 7. and died ~:\-pril 9. 1800. · Th is couple had 1

1

_ 
fiye_ s~ons and six daughters. • 

I 

I7~.. ( 1). \ \riJ.lia111. born October 10_. Ij35. He vvas the 'I 

first to lea ,-e his \.Tirg-inia ho1ne for North Carolina. and be-·-
can1e the ancestor of many of the Stokes name in the Old 
~, orfh State. an1ong the1n I-Ienry and Peter s~(,k~_~s, \\·ho~ as · 1 

i.ve shall see further on_. founded the South Carolina branch 
of the fa.rnih·. 

-·(2). · ~-\nne. (3). Elizabeth. (4). :\Iary, vvho n1arried 
:\nthonv Street. and \Va~ rnother of \-Vaddv Street ( con-

J ~ ~ 

gressrnan-elect at the time of his death), and of DaYid Street. 1 

P.residing Justice of Lunenburg. (5). Da\"id (2), born ~o
ven;ber i~;. 1745. died in r797. f::Ie \Vas a coionel in the Rev
olutionary ,.\·ar, and a la\~·yer of great ability. (6). Sarah. 
(1 ). Su:-:-anna. t8). June~ \\·ho n1arried Peter Jones. a de
.scenda nt of Peter Jones, ,vho. \Vith Co 1onel \:\,,-illia 111 Byrd. 
ran the \~iq:,:-inia and :\"orth Carolina state line. She \\·as :! 
granclinother of Richard Kenner Cralle. the friend and hiog- l 

rap her (1-f _fi)hn C. ·calh,)un; also great-grandmother of Gen- . ! 
eral Ben .:ifcCullough. C. S .. ·\._. killed at the battle of Pc:a 
Ridge. ;.I arch 7. L862. ( Gen. :\IcCullough \\·as strikingly 
like Cncle _r an1es Stoke:S '). 

j 

I 

(l)}. Jnhn, born ~\farch 20, 1756. I--Ie reached the rank I 
I 

<.if colonel in the Re\~olution. \Vhile serving as captain un- . j 
i:ler Bufon( he passed th_roug-h the fan1t)US •· Bufi:--,rd's :\I as~a- I 
ere,'' ·~\Lt_\; 29, 1780. ~fcCrady .in hi:-; history of South Caro-: I 

I 
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1 lina (vol. iii, p'p. 522-3), gives this graphic account of 
Stokes· sig-nal fortitt1de and heroisn1: 

. ~ . 
: .. - --H•Early in the sanguinary conflict he ,vas attacked by a 
, drag-oon, ,vho ain1ed deadh· blov,;-s at his head, all of ",-hich, ~- - . . 

by the dexterous use of the sn1all-s,vord~ he easily parried; 
,vhen another on the right by one stroke cut off his right 
hand. lie .. ,,·a·s then attacked bv them both. arid instinctivelv 

. ~ ~ 

atten1pting · to defend his head \Vith his left arm. that ,vas 
hacked in eight or ten places· fron1 the \v.rist to the shoulder 
and a finger cut off. His head ,vas laid open almost the 
,vl:.ole length of the cro,Yri to the eyebro\vs, and after he fell 
he -receh¥e<l seyeral cuts on. the face and shoulders. .r\ sol
dier p,i:3~ing on the \\·ork of death, ·asked if he expected qua·r
ter. Stokes ans,vered, 'I ha Ye not~ ·nor do I n1ean to ask it: 
~nish 

1
n:e as s_oon a.s

1
po

1
~sil.b)le :' \vhe,:eupon the soklfer trans- .I 

nxed 11111 t\v1ce \Vtt 1 11 s a ·,:1 :irh:t. · 

Colonel Stokes·s life ,vas Ic,ng despaired of~ but he li\·ed 
throur~·h it all. ancl after the ,var \Vas appointed by. Presidr>nt 
\\"'.ashington l:. $. Judge for the \V·estern District of Xorth 
Carolina. President J ack~on studied 1a\:\- in his office. Stokes 
county vtas na1ned in hi~ honor. 1te married a daughter 
(Betsy1 I think) <)f Colonel Richrnond Pearson. John Stokes 
Pea1·son} son of R.irh rnond _ Pearson. Jr., was narne<l after 
hin1. A.t the earlv age of thirty-i,)ttr, vet full of honor8 fairh,.. 

. .,,, 'I., .. .,, • "' ... 

,von. October, r790 .. he passed av;ay. He had just held at 
X e,vberr1t:. the first c·. S. court e\·er con,·ened in the State. 

' \\-heeler r•J-Ii~tory of ~orth Carolina"), says of him: dHis 
bra\¥ery in battle. hi~ benevolence of character, and e1c,:ated 
n1ind, endeared hi1n to the affections of his country:· 

(ro). Peter ,v:is the tenth c11ild of Da\·id and Sarah 
:\fontfqrt Su.1ke~. Burn ()ct 1)ber 25. r,-sS, he reached a goi)d 

old age~ dying February,- -1828. He \Vas a ·captain in the 
Re-.-olution. 

(II). ).1(,ntfort came last. :-\ccording to the old Da,-i<l 
Stoke~ Fa1r;ily Bible. he \\"a~ born }Iarch r2, r762. 1-Ie ran 
av,.:ay fro1n l1ornc and ~hipped :i:-; :i cabin boy in the 1nerchant 
service at a ,·cry early age. Later he s1;;n·ed under the elcier 
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Decatur-. \Vhile still but a lad, in 1776, he \Vas -captured by 
the British~ and confined for seven months -on- the prison 
ship "Jersey/' 

.L-\.fter serYing in local office for some time, !J:17. Stokes ' 
was elected. to the U. S. senate fro1n North Carolina, his 
adopted State, but declined to ser~Te_. Again, in 1816, he \Vas -t 

chosen, and ser\·ed a full term. _In 1830 he ,vas elected goY-
J.. -ernor. He re~igned this high office to act as Indian agent in 

Arkansas under President Jackson. He .died there Septe1n
ber Ii: 1842. and is buried af Fort. Gibson. Governor Stokes 
,vas tl\•·ice married. first to ~lar:y", daughter of Colonel }ienry· 
Irvin 1 ~vho ,vas killed at the battle· of Gennant·o,vn, Pa.· 

1~he National Cyclopedia of A.merican Biography-( vol. i,·. 
page 4-24) says of hin1: ··Go\·ernor Stokes \Vas a man of rare 
genius, of the highest courage, but marred by being ·sudden 
and quick in quarrel.' By reason of his hot ten1per he be- · 
came involved in an altercation V{ith Colonel J es·se D.· Pear
son~ equally hot ternpered. A. cluel · follo,~eq and General 
Stokes receiYed a \VOUnd. the effect of \Vh ich he carried to . t 
his grave.~' 1"his duel took place at --~Iason!s Old Field/' I 
near Salisbury. Pearson ,vas a brother-in-lavv of Judge John · 
Stokes. 

The old Go\~ernor Stokes place ,vas in \Vilkes county. 
: and ,vas called JI orne Rouge (Red Hill). 
; · : Colonel ~Ion tfort Sydney Stokes ,vas a son of Governor 
1 Stokes by his second n1arriage to Rachel~ daughter of Hugh 

1Iontgo111ery _of England and Catharine Sloan of Georgia~ 
and served as major in the J.lexican \.Var, and ,vas presented 
v~~ith a handsorne s,vord by his regiment. He ,:vas later a 
councillor oi state, and finally colonel of the First North 
Carolina Regin1ent, C. S. A. .A. friend of his ,vrites me: ·· I ,_ 

kne\v · Colonel Stokes ,veli * * * 
1 . nev~-r · ,vent into battle. Co lone I 

;- a more gallant n1an 

Stokes vvas mortally 
ivounde:d at Ely~on }Iill, in \ 7irgini2.. Betts' ''North Caro-· : 
Ena -in the Confederacy/' has a picture of the colonel that is 
aR almost perfect likeness· -of the late Congress111an, Dr. J. 
\Villian1 Stokes. 
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Other info"rmation, gleaned from \-Vheeler, is here given: 
John Stokes (the judge, I presume) \vas senator from 1Iont

, !!: g. ornery county_ i-n 1786-8_7; representative from Ro\Yan in 
·· 1789. T_homas Stokes represented ·Chatham in 1796-97. He 

I 

j ,va-s a ·half brother, I think, of my -grandfather, Peter Stokes. 
H. l\-1. Stokes represented \Vilk.es in 1819. 1-Iontfort Stokes 
\Vas senator from \Vilkes in 1826, and representative in 1829 
and 1830. John R. Stokes ( 1809) and Hugh rd. Stokes 
(r8r5) graduated -fron1 the State University. 

IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

_17. To co1ne· back to \Villian1 Stokes. He \Vas the eldest 
child of DaYid and Sarah 3Tontfort Stokes. He \Vas the first -
of the name_, apparently~ to seek a hon1e in South Carolina, 
and '\vas follo\vecl there by his brothers John and ~Iont
fort.'~ _-\ccording to our tradition he ,vas several times n1ar

ried, and had a large nurnber of children. Among them 
,vere the half-brothers, Henry and Peter Stokes, \vho about 
the c 1 o s e of the e i g h teen th century 1 e ft \Vi 1 k es county~ ::-; . 

, C., for Colleton. {:Ounty, S. C. 
~ .. fter correspondence ·with ?\Ir. J or-dan Stokes of N as.h

ville, Tenn., I an1 of eipinion that another son of \Villian1 
Stokes vvas Thomas ( '.vho repre.'.'ented Chatha1n in 1796-97). 
father of Syh·anus, iather oi Jo1-dan Stokes, S_r., father of 1ny 
correspondent. 

I-Ienrv Stokes \\·as in earlv middle life ,vhen he came to 
- J 

South Carolina. arFl settled on the old stage road bet"-een 
Chades_ton apd .. -\ugusta. near the Edisto river, s01ne tv:en
ty-three 111iles fron1 \\-alterboro, in Colleton county. He 
ha<.1 serYe<l in the Revolutionary \Var. and lost a·n ear in that 
struggle. 1-l.e had been t\vic:e n1arrieJ ere leaving the Oi°d 
North State, and hroug-ht \Vitli hin1 t\vo children, the fruit of 
his first rnarriage .to .... :diss \ V ill iams of X orth Carolina. The 
nan1e of tbe .seconJ \Vitt! is not kno,vn. The narnes of the 
children ·'\vere 1\.·,!Iv an,J \\rilliams. Pollv tnarried Inabinet - - . ' 

lived near BrandH-i.I1e~ an<l left t\V()_ sons. Jo:--eph and Henry. 

1

~Vii-l~~-':s ~tokes was born ~overnbe_r 24 .. 1788 ;::d_t-~1is~a-te _:I 
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is interesting as fixing the t_in1e of.the removal of the broth
ers, Henry and .Peter Stokes, to South _Carolina. \Villiams 
was only about two years old a.L-the time~ so it -m~st have 
been ab.out Ii90, Peter. Stokes ·,vas then but a lad of eight 
and: do_ubtless came as a men1ber of his brother·s fam_ily. 

Henry Stokes married a third tin1e!.after .corning to South 
Carolina. This ,vife's nan1e is not ~nO\.Yn, but I think it ex
tremely probable that she v.ras a l\1iss Kinsey. Of this mar
riage ,yas born Joseph Kinsey, v{ho first rnarried 11iss Bin-

' · ! naker of Barn\vel1 ~aunty; of them can1e Joseph Stokes, ,vho 
I 
: marri_ed l\liss Hodge::; of the 1,,vell-k-no~vn Cokesbury family 

of thaLna1ne. Joseph Kinsey Stokes married, a second tin1e, 
11iss Ann- Raysor, ·daughter of ).Iichael Raysor and Eleanor 
Risher.· Of them ,vas ·born: r. \ \:-il-liam E. 2. .Alf.red E. 
3. James R., ,vho bore the title of captain, beca1ne a largt! 
mill operator, lived at vValterboro latterly, and gave name· to 
Stokes~ a village in Colleton county. 4. Lena A .. 0., (~Irs. 
Hill~ \vhose son_. Ed\vin R. Hill, married my sister.) 5. 
n1elvin. 6. E1nma, ,vho married Daniel L"!"tsey. :1 

Other sons of Henry Stokes, after Joseph Kinsey Stokes, 
·\vere John, Henry and .. A.nthony. The last named died 
young. 1'he first named 1narried Jiiss Pendarvis, of ,vho1n 
sprang John Stokes, vvho married Sarah Appleby ('\vhose 
mother 1\·as a Stokes), a·nd no,v ( 1903) 1iYe~ at the old Peter 
Stokes· place. The other son of · Henry Stokes, himself 
named Henry, married }Iiss Utsey. Their only child m~r
ried Dr. Connor of St. George. 

'v\r e go back to \Villiams Stokes: the eldest son of Henry, 
one of the original settlers here. He \vas born X ovember 
24~ r788J and died .-\pril 4, 1850. He _n1arried_. February Ir .. 
1813, Ann R-isher, daughter of Benjan1in Risher_ and 1-Iary 
de .F'ontaine. She \Vas born .. August 13, 1790; died January 
Io, r86o. Br2nja1nin Risher \Vas born Nov. 14, 1752, married 
l\!Iary de Fontaine_. Dec. 20. I7i2; died Jti-ne 16, 1812. Inde_nt 
No. 5i7, Book Q.~ "in State Records, ·1iray 27, Ii85, shoi..\'S the 
payment to him for services rendered in Re,v_olutiotJ,ary \var, . 

' in 1781 and 1782. :i\Iary de Fontaine \Vas ·bo"rn Dec.· 24, 1753. i 
. l 
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'fhe other children of this \VOrthy couple, besides .A.nn, \VhO 

n1arried \\'illian1s Stok~s; and Lucy, Thompson, \vho 1nar-
, !"-" ried Peter Stokes-\vere: r. 1-Iary, \vho married 

! Smith and Isaac Brad\velL Of her ca1ne the Fletcher ~Iims 
family. . 2. Eleanor, ,vho 111arried }Iichael Raysor, ·\vhose 
descendants are so closely connected "\\~ith the Stokes farnily. 
3. Eliza, \Vho married Benjamin I--Iug·hes. 4. Harriet, \Vho 

rnarriecl ;\bran1 "\Villian1.s. Dr .• -\.. English \.Villian1s, the be
loved physician and zealous ::.\Iethodist, is from this pair. 
5. Sarah (1Irs. ::\Iatchett). 6. Susan (~Irs: Groo1ns)_. 7. 
Benjan1in~ father of the late Denja111in .Risher. 8. ·Richard. 
father of Frank B. Risher. 9. Francis, father of the Berk
eley county' Rishers. 

Of \ Villian1s Stokes and .:...\nn Risher ,vere born ten ehil- ' 
dren: ·1. Benja1nin Risher, ,\-ho died in infancy. 2. .:.:\rne
lia A.nn~ ,vho tnarried Da\-i<l C .... '-\.ppleby. 3. 1-Iary ~-., \\·ho. 
rnarried Robert ~[ay. --+· Eliza ( :\Irs. Joseph Tuc.ker~L 5. i 
Peter Stokes, 1\I. D., \vho married, first, ~-\nn \Yilliams~ c1nd, I 
second. :\I rs. Eliza, ,vido\\" of Rev. Paul _\.. l\L \Villiarn:s of · j 
the St)uth Carolina Conference. Dr. Stokes is still ( r.903) I 
living, in his eighty-first year. He has been a n1ember of 
the legislature fron1 Colieton county~ and also represented 
our fan1ily in the fa111ou:- Sece~~ion Co1n·ention. 6. Lucy -
R .. ,vho n1arriecl Jc1hn \\'. S. T·ucker. 7. Joseph H.~ ,\·ho 
marri~d }ifildred Syphret and Elizaheth 1Iixson. \\r. Fred 

1 and Joseph Henry Stokes arc hi~ sons. 8. Eleanor~ ,vho 1 

111arried J a1nes ..,-\pplehy. 9. Sarah. ,vho 1narried George 
\ V . Rizer and. John By nl. Io. Genera 1 \Vi 11 ia n1 St c~ k es, , 

, born October 20, 1833; 1narried, ~larch 6, 1856, Eliza 
J anE\ daughter of Benj. J. and Sarah R.ichrnon<l BouhYare 
of Fairfield county. Tu then1 hai:e been born fifteen (hil
.dren, fiye dying in infan~y. Of the li,·ing are three girls, 
Sarah A.lice. 1--Ielen Pierce and .-\nna l\Ioss, all living v:ith 
their ·parents in Early Branch. I-Ian1pton county. The se\·en 
son:, are as fo11o,vs: I. \\?illiain }I.. \vho married, .April 4, 
190(.\ :-.fary Bas:,;, daughter of Rev. H .. Bas-s Green of Lhe 
South Carolina Conf~:rcnce: · they have on·e child, \Yi Ilia in 
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~1., Tr. 2. Benjan1in B.J ,\·ho n1arried Lizzie C., daughter 
· of Re,·. Tho1nas ··Ra·{.-sor, ~L D., of the South Carolina ·con-.., 

ference, October i, r897. She· ·passed a\vay in 1901, leaving 
· t\.vo children, Dorothy Ra)~Sor, and Benjarnin B., Jr. 3. 

Captain 1viarcus B. f-le gra·cluated from \ Vest Point in 1892, 
and ente'red the 1.Jnited States army. He served in the Span
ish-.:-\i:nerican "'.Yar as L·ieut.-Colonel of \Tolunteer Troops. ' 
and aftenvards ,vas detailed as collector of custorns at Car
denas~ Cuba. 1-Ie is nO\V ser\·1ng 'A,ith his co1nn1ancl .. in the 
regt1Iar arn1y in the Philippines. I-le n1arried in 1901. A.n.ita, 
daughter of Rev. John G. 1-Iall. Presbyterian n1issionary in 

i ·Cuba.·- They· have one son~ ).'farcus B .. Jr. 4. Rev. Peter 
Stokes of the South Carolina Conference. He graduated at 
\Vofford, I8SH, and. after t\\·o ·years' theological course at 
\Tanderbilt l.7"niYersity. joined the Conference in 1893. He 
married LaYinia. daughter of Rev. G. T. I-Ian.non ·of the 
South Carolina Conference~ in 1900. They haYe t\;vo chil
dren, Peter. Jr., and ·?dargaret Eliza. 5. 1-Ienry. \.vho mar
ried Caroline G .. daughter of Re\·. H. Bass Green. They 
haYe one child. Caroline (-:;. .. Jr. 6. Dr. Jan1es Richmond 
Stokes. dentist, graduate of v· anclerbilt, ( r903) ~ and no1-v 
practicing at Rock f-Iill. S. C. 7. Hugh. He graduated at 
Cle1nson. and is 110\v in the l~ nited States Gtological survey. 

General ~;tokes entered the Confederate anny in 1861 as 
captain of a caYalry company he had cornrnanded for several 
years pre·viously. ·He sa\v active service on the South Caro
lina coast in 1862 and 1863. fie ,vas promoted to be 1najor 
of the 2nd Battalion. and \vhen, in August, 1863, the 2nd 
Battalion \\.·as n1ade. a part of the -4-th South Carolina regi-

. 1nent .. he ,vas further pro1noted to the liet1t.-colonelcy, to 
corn1nand the sa111e. In the :~pring of 1864 the regi1nent \vas 
ordered to \-irginia. and. "'vith the 3th and 6th· S. C. cavalry 
regi1nent. fonned Butler's Brig-ade of Ha1nptonis Division. 
The comn1and took .splendid parts in the engage1nents at 
I--Ia\ves' Shop~ Cold Harbor, Trevillian Station. and. other 
hard-contested- fie-Ids of battle. ·To· give an idea of its ardu- · 
ous ~ervice. it passed through .R.ichrnond in :\pril, 1864, one . 
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i thousand strong, and returned'. to·confront Sherman in South 
, ; ~arolina: in Dece;nber ,vith only ·eighty men fit for. d~ty ! 
-, 1··-· Colonel Stokes commanded the -~eg1ment during the greater I . . . . . . . . 

i · part of this ti1rie. · . · · 
· ! .. ;, ; Coidnel Stokes \\"as a ·member of th,e first .leg1sl~tu.re as

: sembled after the ,var. ·He took an active part in the ··Red 
! Shirt campaign" of 1876, con1n1anding. ·all·· the clubs bf 
: · Han1pton county. ..After Governor Hampton's election. he 
: re1nembered his old companion-in-arms, and appointed Col
: onel Stokes a brigadier general to organize and command 
'.· .the cavalry of Han1pton, Beaufort, Colleton and Charleston 
1·. . . . . . . . 

:· counties. . 
i • . . • 

General Stokes is still living. · Seeirig hini ·as a delegate 
to the i\nnual Conference of the South Carolina 11ethodists, 

. . . 

, one \vould hardly imagine the quiet gentleman t_o be the 
· 

1 same as the dashing cavalry111an of '61-5~ But- so it. is. 
Peter Stokes ,vas born, as ,ve have seen, in }J orth .Caro

lina, June, 1782. I-le \vas a n1an of ,vonderftil energy and 
unusual business capacity, and greatly prosper.ed in his ne'\v 

'.. hon1e, a.n1assi·ng a considerable fortune. }J e died A.ugus·t 20~ 
1 183j, and is buried at the family bury_ing ground near his 

residence ·on the .old Charleston and .Augusta_ stage_ road, 
t\ven tv~one miles f ron1 \Valterboro. 

1Jy gr~a_ndfather n1arried, first, Elizabeth La1,vford. To 
j. them \'\\:re ·?orn :· (1) .. Charles L.; ~vho graci~ated_ at the 
; South Carolina College 1n 1829; practiced lavv; married 2\Iiss 
1· Susan Baring Farn1er of \Valterboro; an<l ·died young, lea v
i ing no ·children~ His ,vife al~c> early_ passed a\vay. (2) 

Hannah, ·who married Captain Thon1as· Raysor, son of ~Ii
chael ~aysor and Ekanor Ri:;her. (3). ·\Villian1, \Vho mar
ried }1is_s Louisa I(oger, and n10,·ed \,v· est" years ago. ~Irs. 

; D_r. \V. F~ 1-Ioncrief (of \Vinthrop) is his granddaughter.. 
l (4). _·\:nn S., "·ho m~rried George Raysor .. (brot~_er of 
(Thon1as)._· (5): 1lildred, who 111arried Colonel .A.lf~ed _;\p-

1

, 
1 pleby. (6)._ Jane C .. \\'ho 1narried J~ ~L \\ralk_er;.and Geo_tge _

1 
_ 

Raysor { her broth~r-in-la\v). 'T'hon1as Peter, \.vho 1narried 

: Rachel Shuler. 
' 



-------- -.. I 
I 
I 

15 i 
l --- ----------- ------------ I 
,. 

Rev-. Tho1nas Ravsor, l\I. D .. son of Thon1as ·Ravsor ancl :· 
.,I • • - ! 

Hannah Stoke~. \Yas for many years a pro1ninent member of : 
the South Carolina Co"-nference.·. Lr·ncle Thon1as Stokes had 
several children: r. . Dr. Peter F., ,vho 1narried 11iss Felder 
of B'Iackville, and left a daughter, Daisy. 11rs. -Stokes after
vvards· married Charles S. \Yi11son. 2. Thon1as, ,vho 1nar
ried his cousin. Ella Appleby. 3. Carrie~ \Vho married her 
cousin also~ Thos. J. A.ppleby. 4. Lizzie. 

).fr. Peter Raysor, ,.vho moved to Texas years ago, is an
other child of Captain Raysor and Hannah ~tokes. Hon. 
Thomas 11. Ray~or~ senator fro111 Orangeburg connty; i-s his· 
son. Mrs. Rebecca nioss is a}~o from Captain R_aysor and 

' I-Ia.nnah Stokes.- She still survives, and· has been recently 
bereaved of her venerable husband, Capt. "\Villia1n C. ?vioss. 

' Hon. B.- Hart l\Ioss of the Orangeburg bar, is the:ir son. .A. 
daughter~ ?viossie~ n1arried J ndge Charles Glover Dantzler. 1. 

George Raysor and i\nn S. Stokes left a number of children. 
Dr. John I\lay of Colleton, later of -~{ ork county, 1narried 
Carrie, one of the daughters. a fine character, late.ly passed 
a,yay. I)r. Charles R.aysor :\lay of Blenhein1, S. C., is a son. 
~I rs. ~Iildred .. .\.ppleb:y. another daughter of Peter Stokes. 
left a large fan1ily. A. son, Thos. J. Appleby, \vas· auditor of 
Colleton, and later of the ne,v I.)orchester county. Annt 

· ] ane Raysor is sti~l Jiving. in a green and beautiful old age. 
Peter Stokes 1narried, the second tin1e, Lucy Tho1npson~ 

daughter of Benjamin Risher and l\Iary de Fontaine. She 
\\'as a sister of .Anni \vho married ·\\7"illiams Stokes. She i.va~ , 
born January 31, Ii99, and fell asleep in Jesus, Noven1ber I~ 

1859.· I ren1ember seeing her ,vhen I 1,vas quite a s1nall boy. 
She ,vas a svveet and motherly '"·01nanJ. a devoted \vife. 1 

1nother and step-n1other. She is -held it1 loving memory by 
all ,vho kne\v her. 

Of this c·ouple 1,:vere born: r. Ja1nes, ,vho ,vas· thrice 
1 married, to ?\f is:; Harriet E. Ho-\velI, l\1iss Elizabeth Fairey · 

and 1-lis::; 2\-Iargaret Barton. He ·was a man of fine judgment , 
and high ch:J.ra(te·r-. · '"fhere ,vas but one child by the first 
rna1Tiage, I-1annah· (?vf rs. Dr. Lang of Georgia); none by the 
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second: by the ·third a good· many children. Of those· \vho 
1 reached maturity are }Iisses Annie and Lucy, who residt~ 

· l ,v-ith their mother in· Orangeburg. Unc'le Jan1es died ·~A.u-
- I 

' gust· 2-J-. 1888. There ,vere tv,o sons, Hon. J. \.Villia·m 
;. Stokes, }I. D., i.,vho died July 6, 19or, \v:hile a member-of 

congress from _the SeYenth South Carolina district. H_e '\"as 
in his forty-eighth year. _ He· married :?\Iiss Ella Landers. 
but they had no children. The other son~ Rev. G. Echvi-n 
Stokes of the South Carolina Conference, died February .22. 

1902~ in the thirty-ninth year of his age. He married ~I.iss -_ 
Ehvell. and left se,~era1 children. I--T e ,vas a strong and useiul 

' mini~ter, and rnost admirable ·character. It may be said fur
ther of Dr. J. \\T. Stokes. that he ,vas a gifted, highly .c.ul
tured gentleman. an i-ncorruptible politiciant_ a useful and 

, efficient representati\-e, and a devout communicant of the 
l\Iethodist church. 

2. Benjamin Stokes. my· father, came next. (-S.ee _be- -
low). 3. :\Iary~ vvho married F. Charles. A.yer. and left--- a 

, large family. 4. Captain J e:fferson Stokes ,vas the fourth 
child. He \\--as born at the old Colleton homestead Aprif 2, 

1829, and -died ,vhile on a visit to Charleston, December 30. 
1902. He married January ro, 1850. ~:Iary Elizabeth Tatu1n. 
vvho \vas born in Orangeburg county, January 18J r828. She 
is still living. Captain Stoke:; ser:ed in the \-Var· bet\-veen - 1 

- '. the States. and ,vas vvounded on the Darbyto\vn Road. He ' 
:- \Vas a n1an of fine business capacity, and of unusually genial 
i nature. The children of this couple ,vere: I. ~Iattie Susan, 
I 

·. born ~Iarch 7. 1852 :· 1narried George La,vrence Salley, De-
cernber I2., 1875. I--Ie \Vas- born February 28. r847. Their 
children are. (r) :\""athaniei 2\-Ioss. born No\·ernber r2, 1876; 
n1arried ~Iargaret Cooper, November 12, 1901; the}~ ha\·e a 
son, Samuel :\Iarion, born to then1 Kovember 14, 1902. (2)~ 

; . ).fary Elizabeth, born September 15, 1878; married N ovem
ber 5, 1902, \Villiam Pegues Pollock. (3). Je_fferson Stokes, 

, born ()~tober 27, 1880. (4). i\da Lockhart, -born Septern
ber 8. r 882; n1arrierJ -John Craig Evans,- July 22, rgo3. ( S). 
Jarnes Ra,vorth,- born January 4, r887. (6). Katherir.e 

. --- --- --------- ----------------- -------------------- ------
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' ::\loss. born Xovcmber 23, 1_888'. These are _living_ ch~ldren_. 
' Fi,·e are in heaven. George La,vrence, horn July r2, 1884: 

l\i~ttie Stokes, born November 2r, 1885; Daisy Stokes, born 
).lay 4, 1891; Dorothy I\Iurray, born August 12, 1893; Paul 

• 
Leslie, born, February 6, 1895. 2. George \ Va5hington 

' ; Stokes, born June 28. 1854; 111arried Josephine Elizabeth 
).Ioore of GeorgiaJ )i oven1ber 19, r876. This couple has 
four living children~ (I). ~Iary Elizabeth; (2). .Alva Jane, 
,vho 111arried )Iilton C. \Vade, Jr., of Georgia; (3). Jeffer
son .Adger; (4). Lily I(a_te. 3. ..Annie J .. Stokes, born Feb
ruary r3, 1856; n1arried James Ra,vorth Sn1ith oi Charles-

' ton, January 15, r879 _: died January r8, 1903. Left no chil
dren. 4. Jan1es B. Stokes~ born February I~ 1858_: married 
}Iary E. ~Iuse .. rfhey have six living children. 5. John 
Leslie Stok:es, born at the old Barn\vell county homestead. 
··Rural Retreat.~· January 6~ r86o; 1narried ~Iary Austin 

' Barrett of ~Iadison, Ga., January 9, 1886. She ·was born 
1Iarch 14, 1865. Their children are, (I). John Porter, born 
~ovember I, r8S6. (2). .La\\Tence Salley, born February 
23. rSSS. (.3). A.-nnie Fannin, born July 3I, 1892. 6. :\I. 
I(atie Stokes. born February I 5. 1873; married Joseph John
son, son of Rev. Dr. John Johnson, Rector of St. Phillips, 
Charleston. rfhese are the living children .. A. number died 
,,·bile in infancy. There ,vas also a daughter of singularly 
pure nature and gentle spirit, Daisy ?viargaret, born N ovem

ber 9. 1870! and passed a\vay February 15, r89r. 
T,vo of th~ sons of Captain Stokes~ George \Vashington 

and John Leslie~ are dentists, the latter hol<ling also the de
gree of :\I. D. ;\Ir. James B. Stokes farms on the old Barn
\Ve 11 place. 

5. The next \\'as Rev. George \\'ashing-ton Stokes, \V ho 
1narried ~Iar_y G. Hemming,vay. He ,vas for several years 
a member of the Conference, retiring on account of ill
health, and ear1:y ,vinning the crov,·n imrnortal. He had a 
fine 1nind, clear an<l logical. and \vas a strong and lofty char-

.. act.er. I-le left three daughters, Lilla (nirs. Frank \V. Lachi

. cotte), Ell~ C\frs. L. Claude Lachicotte). and _Georgia (l\frs. 
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3 J. Louis La Bruce). S;he died _-\.ugust 24, r901, leaving t\vo 
! s111all children." The other sisters have each a nun1ber of 

1 

l. children. ")1rs. Stokes still lhres. 
6. Sarah co111es next. She n1arried 1lajor l\L Jackson 

Kearse, and died in 1877, leavi_ng no. children. She \vas 
much like her mother, a singularly pure and S\veef spirit. 

7. Then ,vas born Susan, ,vho married R~v . ..:.\.ddison P. 
~Iartin of the S. C. Conference, and died young. leaving one 
son, Rev. Ja1nes 0. ;\Ia.rtin of the Baptist church in Laurens 
county. S. C. 1-Irs. Susan Stokes ~-f artin is said to have pos
sessed ;·considerable ·literary aptitucie and ability." 

8. -The youngest child ,vas Rev. :\.ndre,v Jackson Stokes, 
D. D., of the S. C. Conference since 1859, and n<?w (1903) 
Presid~ng Elder oi the .Florence· District.· He first n1arried 
~Iargaret! daughter of Rev. Dr. \Yhitefoord Smith of the 
Conference. They have a ·nt1n1ber of children. A. J. Stokes. 
J r. 1 \Vhitefoord S. Stoke5. ~1. D., of the Conference, and I-I. 
Be\"erly Stokes of Charleston, are living sons. J. Edvvin, a 
noble boy, looking forvvard to the 111.inistry, died in early 
manhood. 1Ian1ie (:\-Irs. Frank P. Cooper) ,vas a daughter, 
\vho died in middle life leaving the men1ory of a beautiful 
\Valk and conversation. Dr .. ;\. J. Stokes married, the sec
ond ti me. }I iss Sallie .A .. G·., daughter of Rev. Sarnuel \\·' rag-g 
Capt:rs of the Confcrer.ce. ,vhose only child, Lalla, is mar
ried to Rev. "\V. C. Kirkland of the Conference. There have 
been seven men1hers of the Conference fro1n our family, and 
t,vo \Vi\·es of preacber~-a good representation. ..L\.nother 
nH:n1ber of the Conference, i:s of our name and lineage, Re_v. 
HenrY Stokes of '{ork,·ille. 

Co1. Benja1nin Stokes~ my .father. ,vas born ?\.larch 18! 

1825, and ,vent, "·,vithout fear and ,vithout repro_ach,"'' to his 

eternal re\vard June l\ 1£K)J. l-Ie enjoyed the adYantage of 
the best schools in the country. and also studied for·a year 
in Charleston. S. C. l-Je tvas endo\ved \vith a strong and 
original n1i ncl. I-le hekL howeYer, to the old Southern ideal 
of ;he simpL.: gentlcrnan) r1ever pushing hirnself. but content 
to n1eet· the re~pon:-;ibilitie:~ i1nd accept the honors of life ·as 
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-_they carne. Thus he may not have "'filled· the public eye·". as ;, 
his abilities _,\-arranted, arid an unchastened ambition might :· · 

. 1 desire; but his was a high, strenuous,. ~1sefuL and honorable- .. 
! life ~vith \\;hich ,ve, his children, _are· \veB content .. _. _ i 

I· 

_i Father planted and farmed until he moved to· \Valterboro 
nearly t,venty-six years ago. He \Vas never .a '·politician,_" 
and yet held office in his natiYe county for _t\v_~nty years .. He '· 
first sen~ed in his State Legislature, heading. the, ticke.t in 

' 1862.and 1864. The collapse of the governn1ent in,1865 ne- ,, 
_cessitated another election in the Fall of that year, and he , 
\\.·as again chosen. A. t the first session, hov;ever, of the ne,v 

._ . :l 

LegisJature he \Vas elected Commissioner in Equity for Col~ 
leton county, and resigned his :;;eat in that body. · ·He ,vas 
Commissioner for three years, until ·th~_ Republican Recon
struction ··reginze~~ beg-an. The eight :years_ fqHo,ving ,vere 

'· spent quietly upon his farm. E.rnesdyl. near \V.alterboro. -· 
\Vhen the State ·was redeemed by· the Democrats in 1876, 

_ father became Probate J udgeJ and _ served jn that office ·· 
nearly fourteen years, until he resigned in the_ summer of 
1890. For -nearly eight years qf this same ._period he also 
held the position of ~laster in Equity, by appointment df the , 
governor. I-I e also resigned this- office. 

During this time also, for several years, he edited our 
county paper: ancl all through his life he ,vas in den1and for 

1 addresses on political, n1oral and religious then1es .. 
In 1890_ he closed his political life \Vith a vigorous, but 

eventually unsuccessful. canvass for the office of Co1np
troller General of the State. He led on the first ballot in the 
convention! and the vote finally stood one · hundred and 
forty to one hundred and fifty-fi've for his con1petitor. 

Father received his colonelcy fron1 Governor Pickens. a 
commission empo-wering him to rais.e State troops_ to meet 
the exigencies of-the stirri-ng tin1es .in11nediately :preceding 
the \\Tar bet\veen the States. Events, ho\ve.ver, 1noved more 
rapidly than \Vas anticipated, and the schen1e gave ,vay to 

one of larger cornpass; not. hoi.vever, until 11.1uch had .been 
' accomplished. Father at last entered the anny as First 
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Lieutenant of th~ ·era}~ Riders of Colleton. Soon after he 
i ,vas prostrated "by typl1oid fever. and on recovering, join
/. ed,.· as a pri\·ate, , .. Co. E"~ Captain J a1nes Davis Trezeya•rit, · 
l. Fi~st S. C. Regin1ent of Cavalry~ Col. John Logan Black. 
I commanding. · 

It \Vas \Yhile a member of this comman·d. that he \Vas 
,. elected to the Legisla.~ure. and ,vas excused fron1 duty in the 

field. Though still a Representative, ho·vvever, he re-entered. 
the anny once more~ late in 1864, for duty on the S. C. coast. 
Here he sa,v some of the hardest 'sen . .-ice, and ,vas of 1nost 
conspicuou.s usefulness. 

Qn 1 anuary 27 ~ r 846, father, not quite tvventy-one years . 
of age. \\·as n1arried to 1'.·Iiss Harriet Keziah_. daughter of 
Ca pt. J ohrl J. Len1acks and I-Iarriet ~\Iary \ Valter. 

It is no\v necessary to trace the mate.rnal side of my in1-
mediate fan1ily. The founder of the Lemacks fan1ily · in 
South Carolina ,va·s .\Ir. John J...,.emack~. I have a curious 
bit of a relic of thi.:3 gentlen1an. a ;,store account" again~t 

" him in the year 1785-7. He married ;\Irs. Sleigh, ,vhose 
maiden nan1e ,vas Eliza Hayne. They had a son~ Charles 
Hayne Len1acks, ,vho 111arried ... :.\.nn Jones. It \Vas one of 
these gentle111en ,vho settled the old Rock Spring planta
tion_. ,vhere., in n1y grandmother's· time~ I ,vas born. There 
,vas also_ a sun1111er pJace, in the pine land., ,vith a perfectly 

. straight road of about t,vo-thircls of a mile bet,veen then1. 
; . 1-Ir. Len1acks (2) had lost a leg, but continued a great rider 
1 and hunter. · · ~ 

The children of Charles Hayne Lemat'ks and 1-\nn Jones 
,vere: I. John Jones ( rny grandfather). 2. Eliza Hayne, 
\vho married Rev.· James C. I~oger ( grandfather of Re\·. 
James \V. KogerJ l\I ethodist n1issionary to Brazil, and no,v 

· sleeping in tf1at distant .land). 3. Alfred J a·mison, ,vho mar
; ried >.Iiss Jane ).f. Glover. 4. Elvira, ,vho n1arried }Ir. 

J arnes .L-\ddison. Three other children, /\nn, · Charles, and 
one \vhose nan1e is not kno,vn, died young. . 

Captain John Jones Len1acks. 1vas bo~n September ro~ 
: . 1793. 1-Ie serY-ed in the ,~·ar of 1812·.· 'He \Vas for a ti1ne 
I 
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sher·iff of Colleton To'untv. He married Harriet :\Iarv "\Val-., 

ter, January 25. 1816: died suddenly in Charleston~ S. C. 1 

Dece1nber IO, 1845. . 1-Iis obituary speaks of hin1 as '"a con
sistent and gro,ving- Christian.'' I-I e ,vas • a cornrnnnicant ..... '-· 

and·· elder of the Presb,-rerian church in \ Valterboro . ., 

T:he first ,ve kno,v of the \Valters they· ,vere settled ·near 
Dorchester. S. C. ~Ir. _·\. S. Salley, secretary of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, inforn1s rne that "there \Va:S a 
\Valter Baron,r. ~, The given na1ne of the first \Valter is not 

~ ~- . 

positively knO\\-n; but }IcCrad}··s Histor_y of South Carolina 
(vol. ii)~ g-i \-es ~Ir. Ric hard \ V ~.lter as a n1en1 ber of the ~)ro
vi ncial ~ongress held in Charleston, January, I77E, f ro1n 

' Dorchester; and this exactly fits in .as to tin1e, place and 
other circun1stance:::, to indicate my great-great-grandfatheL 
S.o I feel sure that Richard ,vas the na111e, and that it \Yas 

he ,vho sat in the congress oi 1775. · The 11an1e of \\Talter 
occurs in a list of settlers here f rorn Barhadoes (I\IcCrady, 
vol. i). I kno,v nothing of the original home of the fa1nily 
bevond that . ., 

1'1r. Richard \\ralter n1arried ~Iiss ~Iary Run1ph_. fron1 
S\vitzerland. She li,·ed to a great age, far into the nine
teenth centUI")··. The follo\ving is her obituary: '"Died at her 
plantation near Dorchester~ on Friday, the 15th instant, 
1frs. ~r ary \\'"alter~· at the ach-anced age of ninety-fiye 
years. Her Yirtues are deeply engra \-ed on the hearts of all 
\vho kne\\- her, and long ,Yill she be lan1ented. as a tencler 
and affectionate mother. a disinterested friend, and a sincere 
Christian.·' Her portrait. in oiL is \Vith our farnily in \Val
terboro. It sho,rs her heautiful even in old age. On a re
cent visit to Charleston~ I \Yas .sho\vn a valued 1nernento of 
this Yenerable ladv. a -3ilk ca~-e 111ade and worked \vith her ... 
O:\Vn hands, and accon1panied ,vith a little note, dated in 
Ii94, i-n her elegant hanchvriting. The case ,vas made to 
contain the rnilitary con11nission of her son, ~lajor Paul 
vValter. 

There ,vas a number of children of this couple: Paul~ 
Jacob, Alfred a.nd Isc1.ac~ ~.ons; and three daughters, ).Ies-

I· 
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dan1es \Villi n1an~ Dods\\·orth and Flack. l\.fajor Paul ·\Valter , 
and his brother Jacob (n1y gre.at-.grand-fathe:i:-), settled_ \Va.1- ·1 

;_ terboro. about 1874. ).fajor Paul \Valter had but one child,-'. 
i · 1\fary~ to reach .. maturity. She married ~Ir. Laurence \Vit-
. sell of \-Valterboro. 1"'here are a nntnber of descenda·nts of !• 

this·· pair. }Ir.· .Alfred \Yalter had t\vo sons, .Alfred and 
John. The latter did not n1arry. ,.i\lfred \Vas the father of 
the _'-\darns Run fan1ily of \\'alters, ::\Irs.- Sarah \Valter I(ing 
among then1. The only n1ale 1nen1ber of the \Valter fan1-
ilv I ever 5a,,· ,vas one of this branch. }Ir. Isaac vVa1ter.ha-d., 

~ . . 

one son, Colonel Isaac \Villiam \Valter. He died in the 67th 
yea-r of his age. in r850 ... He co1nma·nded a regiment· in- the 
\\·ar cff r8r2. His ohituarv savs of hi1n: ··I-{e \vas one of the .. ~ ~ 

best of neighbors, the kindest and most indulgent of !11as-
ters. He ,vas a father to the fatherless. a friend to the . . 

,vido\\-, the sick and afflicted: he fed the hungry and clothed 
the naked." ~I y n•iece: ~Iiss ~Ialone, has a-1neclalion picture , 
of Colonel \Yalter! executed in Paris. .He lived at Dorches
ter, ·on the old pl"antation. and later at Hendersonviilc, S. C. 
He died childless 1 and the old Dorchester property ,-vent out 
of our frunily. 

:\Ir. Jacob \Valter \vas born January 29, 1733. He mar
ried ~Iiss Elizabeth BO\Vtnan. They lived in the ,vinter at 
Boundary F_arm, ·near J acksonboro, and _in the surnmer at 
\Valterboro. 2\Ir. "\-\r alter \Vas a n1an of fine character. He 
died ~lay r8. 1806. Says a friencl. in his obituary: .;By na
ture just, charitable, friendly and sincere~ the character of 
this \\·orthy citizen \Vas con1pleted by a firn1 reliance on the 
truths of Chri~tianity." ~Irs. \\"alter died Decen1ber 27. 
1809. 

Of his n1arr.iage \\·1th }IIiss Bovn11an ,vere born: I. \Yil
Iiam~ \\·ho ,lid not n1arry. 2. I(eziah, \\·ho 1narried Dr. John 
Os·,vald. 1'hey lived at J acksonboro; had no children. 3. 
::viary1 \vho died young. 4. Harriet :\L~ born Koven1ber IO. 

1792i 1narried Captain John J. L·e111acks. I ·remember grand-. 
n1other ,vell. She \\·~s a strong and admirable character. a 
typic;d ,von1a!1 of the "old rcgin1_e.~• She passed a\va:y sud-

- .. --------------------
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clen1:y,-~0Yen1be~ 2.J .18_63, in her seventy-first yea.r,- "full of 
years; respected and·teloved by _all.'' Sorne of n1y. pleasant
est recollections cluster aro.uncl the old Rock Spring place. 

I . .g_randn1other's home; and around the old sprtng itself, frorn 

: \vhich the place is named. The spring is quite a curiosity 
f.or that _section of .count~y, bei·ng dug out of solid rock. 
Rock Spring is about eight n1iles nearly north of \'Valter
boro. · 

The children of Captain Len1acks and Harriet :VI. \\r alter 
,vere: I. Elizabeth .\nn. \Vho neYer n1arried. She lived a 
men1ber. of our fan1ily for many years after grandn1other's 
death. She ,vas the first ~Iethodist in her in1tnecliate fatnih--

; ' . . -
Her parents later joined the Presbyterian church. :\Iy aunt 
taught all ·of us children, except the youngest, keeping a 
regular school fo-r us, v..-ithout ren1uneration. 2\Iy elder sis
ter she thus educated entirely. Her influence abides, and 
her n1en1orv is blessed. 2. The second child ,vas Jiary ., 

\\' alter, ,vho n1arried :\Ir. J an1es \V. Koger1 her first cousin. 
Their children are I-Iuggins, }Iary. Hattie, .-\.nnie, Joseph, 
John .. Fraser and Lemuel. The girls ha y·e not 1narried. 3. 
The third -.\·as En1n1eline E., '\\·ho n1arriecl ~Jajor Henry C. 
Glo,·er. Their children \vere Susan (::.\Irs. Robert ~Iag
,vood)) Hattie (:\I rs. L. N. Fishburne), Henry C., Jr., John 
L.,._\, \rirnaL En1n1ie (1Irs.Jan1es B. Glover)~ ;\Iinnie (~Irs. 
V\"alker), and Josephine (~Irs. A.rchie Can1pbell). 

4~ ~Iy rnother, Harriet Keziah: ,vas the fourth child. 
~he ,vas born. _:\pril 23, 1824. I-Io\v· can I do justice to her 
gentle, loving nature, and the abiding influence she exerted 
over me? She \\·as long an in\·al icL but at last pa~sed quick
ly to her rt\\·ard. Sunday) )Jay rn. r8S6. On her tombstone 
is truly cng-ra,:ed. "She hath d()ne ,\·hat ~.he could." 

.5. J oh11 \ '/ il Ii an1 \-vas the fifth. He marrii:d ~liss .. A.nna 
J an1i.son, a distant cousin. Their children~ living, are \\" il
.!jam, i\ndre\v, 1-Iary and Sallie.·. The girls are un111arriecl. 

6. Sarah Caroline \Vas the youniest. S11e n1arried ~Ir. 
Laurene:~ Sander:3. Thev ha<l no children. Thcv ha\·e at\ 
pas.secl c~\·,--:r the river. this large fa1nily of old Rock Sprinr.;-
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Of the union of Benjan11n Stokes and Harriet K. Le
. macks six children \Yere born: ( r). Harriet Elizabeth: De-
1· _ cemh~r 18, 1847. She has ne':·er n1arried. (2). Olivia .Anni. ; 
! July 28! 1851. She tnarried the gifted poet. Peter Jehu i\Ia-, 
I lone,. son of LeYi Stokes :\Ialone and l\1Iary Ra vi he fro111 
I . J 

l near Spartanburg, and she of the old Charleston District. 
Here the son \vas born. Of this union there is one child, 
Helen E. JI alone, born 1Iay 9, 18(19. 'f he father died Sep
tember 18~ 1873. He .,.xas .desperately \vonnded at Gettys
burg, and \\·as neYer strong aiter\vards. ?\Irs. l\.Ialone sti11 
lives at \Ya 1 terboro. 

3. John Lemacks is the third child. Of him more here
' after.-

4. L .. ucy Thon1pson~ bc"'r-n _\.ugu.st 6, 1836. She married 
Alfred J an1ison Len1acks_. son of A.lfred J. Lemacks (2) 1 and 

· grandson of 4-\lfred J. Lemacks ( r). His n1other ,vas ).-Iiss 
Rebecca Jamison~ a distant cousin of her hu~band, sister of 
1-Irs. John \Y. Len1ack~-- 1-Iis grandn1other ,vas Jane }lary 
GloYer~ daughter of J o~eph Glo,·er (3) and Jane Sinkler, 
from Joseph Glo\-er (2). and-_-\nna D'Oyley~ fro1n Jos
eph Glover (1) and .A.nne \Villson, £ro1n Charles \Vorth 
GloYer. Joseph Glo\-er ( r) ,vas colonel of Revol_utionary 
forces for Colleton District in 1775; later father and son 
\Vere colonel and lieutenant-colonet respectiYely, of · the 
same regin1en t in the ,var. Joseph Glover ( r) represen tecl 
St. Bartholon1e\v's Pa1·ish in the fan1ous J acksonboro as
se.mbly, January-Februar;/, 1782. ~IcCrady (vol. iv., p. 561) 
says ot 1t: •· .-\ rnore distinguished body of n1en never be
fore~ and neyer aiter, ·assen1bled in South Carolina, nor per
haps in an:y state of the l) nion: 1 

5. Benjarnin \\r alter carne next, born September 24, 
1859; graduated in rnedicine at the Charleston ~Iedical Col
lege }larch. 1882: died October 2_, 1885. He \vas a singular
ly pure and noble young n1an, and gave promise of n1t1ch 

I U~P.fulness. ·· I-Ie \Vas a de,rout con1n1unicant of the 1Ietho
di.~ t church ... 

J ennje Belle is the youngest, born February 28, 1870. I 
-----·--·----- -~-. .--·----

• 
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·! S.he married :\Ir. Ed,vard Ro,vland Hill. His rhother -,vas 

.Lena .\. 0. Stokes. a descendant of Henry Stokes. and of 
: .l\,lichael Raysor and Eleanor Rish~r. She -marrfed ,Richard · 
I . . '· . • • ., 

; . S.leigh H-ill, son of Richard I-Iill. This couple haYe had 
three .. children: I. Geneyieve Stokes~ born October 5, 
1893. 2. Ed\vard Ro,vland~ born June 27, 1895, and died 
December 12, 1896. 3. Helen Lucy, born July 12~ ~900. · It 
is a curious fact that thes-e chilqren are at once great-great
grandchildren and great-great-great-grandchildren o'f Benj
an1in Risher (I),· and ::\Iary de Fontaine; and twe-ntv-first 
and t,venty-second in _descent .fro1n S.ir :\.da1n de .Stokke. 
l\Irs.- Hill died ).larch 2r, 1904. 

John Lemacks Stokes "\.\"aS born February 5, 1854. I 1.vas 
educated -entirely at home~ by '· ... ..\unt Lizzie,'' 1Ir. ::\Ialone 
and through my o,vn efforts.· The ti111-e I attended school · ·_ 
at St. George . .:\Ir. Cant,Yell teacher, ·\"vas but a brief episode. 
:i.-ly father tna<le ,vhat contribution he could~ giving me all 
n1.y t1111e, and the needed bnoks. and this \\-hen he ,vas sure
ly -pressed financially. ..:\t the age of eighteen (nearly) . I 
joined the church, and at a little oYer t\\·ent,; I ,vas c~)n-

. -
verted. On June 6~ 1874. at old Salem church. Hender~on-
ville, S. C., I ,vas licensed to preach. ::\Iy first sern1on ,v-as 
delivered at Sands" Dan1, near \\/ alterboro, Sunda v after-

w . • 

noon, June 2 r _. 187-4, f rorn I Cor. i, 27. On December r6~ 
I 1874_, just short of t\venty-one, I entered the ·S. C. Confer

e~ce. Dece1nber 27. rS,6. I n1arried Loretta Pearce Baren
:.- tine of 1Iarlboro County, S. C. 

I pause to trace her:- ancestry. Capt. Daniel Sparks 
(Gregg's "History of the 01d Chera\\-s~·, chap. 5, pp 98 and 
99) ··\-vas a noted captain of militia in the Re,·olutionJ and 
rendered ,·aluable ser"\·ices to his country; ::.: :;:- * * }le 
settled first in \\·hat has long been kno\vn as the BeaLtty 

Spot, in l\Iarlboro District. 1~he fa1nily after\vard resided 
at the 'Red Bluff." in the \V.elch Neck.'' tSee also Thon1as' 

. \ 

, -'"History of .\farlboro County,'' pp. 34 and_ 35. 105 and 106). 
1-Ie came fro1n \lirginia. He had a daug·hter_. Elizabeth 
(Be.rsy), who n1arrierl Silas Pearce~ also _fro1n \iirginja·. Sht'. 

---··-· ----------- -- - --- ··------------·--··-··--- --- ·- . --- -----------------·--·. ·-
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1,vas by a- first \vif e .C:\I_~ss Stephens) of Capt.ain Sparks. II is 
second n1arriage \vas to .:\Iartha Pearce, a sister of Silas 
Pearce, ,,·ho n1arried his daughter.· She died October 25, 
1852, at 91. years of age. . ,· 

I 

About_ this time there came to Nlarlboro, from-·Pennsyl- .. 
vania, James Cook. He married, the second ti.me, Sarah 
~IcDaniei. There \Vere se\·eraI children. Rev. Thomas 

!. Cook (a most useful local preacher), Col. \\Tilliam J. Cook, 
and Sarah~ (:\Irs. Thotnas Covington) among them. - The 

, old James Cook place is still a landn1ark in Benn~ttsv-ille, ... 
\vhere the pioneer. bishops and preachers used to find a 
cc,ng.eni.al ho1ne. He died in 1832. · · 

· Rev. Thon1as Cook married- Loretta, daughter of Silas 
Pearce and Betsy Sparks. 1'here ,vei-e several -children, • 
\Villiarn Dudley among them. He 1narried Della Thornas; 
,vas a Confederate soldier, and died f rorn_.the effects_ of_ pri~- -
on life, just after the ,var; left no children. ·There ,vere 
four daughters of Rev. 1·[r. Cook, J.Iary Jane (~Irs. Jno. A. 
~IcRae); En1ily (~Irs. Robert To,v-nsend) ~ Bettie, '\\-ho 
died young; and Susan Da ,·is, \vho n1arried James Thon1as. 
son of Phiiip Barentine and Lucy, daughter of John I-Iub
bard. J an1t:s T. Barentine \\·as born October 29. 1827; 111ai

ried June 27, 1854. died Xovernber II, 1856. He·,vas a n1er
chant in Bennett~vil1e. 

To this couple ,vere born t,vo children, Loretta Pearce 
(my \Yife). on }I arch 22, 1855; and 1Iary Jane, \Vho n1ar
ried ~Ir. Charlie F. Co,·ington, a descendant also of Jan1es 
Cook throug-h his daughter Sarah. 

~rrs. Barentine married. a second time. 1Ir. B. F. Hamer, 
by \vhon1 she has ha<l three children~ Col. 1"hon1·as Cook Ha-· 
n1er.; Jessie ( ~lrs . ..:..\.rthur \T_ :\Iaultsby): and Dora~ \vho 
died young. 

Of the union of John Le111acks Stokes and Loretta 
Pearce Barentine, four c_hildren have been born:· I. Clare 
.).!alone~ ()ctober 24, 1877; married August 30, 1900.. ~Ir. 
Laurin Thon1as _Co\·ington. her first cousin. They ha\··.e a 

~~~!: __ ~- -~lrhy S~1)ke:, _ b:1~~-~~~uar~-- ~:~~~- 2. Eli~~ I 
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1Ieynardie, born June 5, 1880. · 3 .. l\Iarion Boyd, born De
cern ber 12, 1882. 4. Grace \Valter, born ~'1arch r3~ 1885. 
~la:re · ,vas · born at the old Thomas Cook place near Ben
nettsville; Grace in· Bennettsville~ next door to Col. Knox 

-l j LivingstonJs (rented parsonage)~ Elise and 11arion in the 
house rented for the parsonage of the old ::\-Iarion Street 
Church~ No. 44 Lun1ber Street. Colun1bia_, S,. C. 

APPENDIX---1915 

1\.\·eh·e years ha\·e passed since the former edition of 
I this ''studyi• ·was printed. I have secured many items of 

intere$t-- since then. so1ne confirn1ing old infonnation, 
others entirely ne\v. l have in this revision incorporated 
sorne of these~ but have had to leave out many n1ore, not 
to n1ake the sketch too long. : 

Our eldest daughter, Clare l\1alone Covington, has three _ i 
other children~ Loretta Stokes, horn November 2, 1906; 
Laurin ·Thon1as, born July 3 r ~ 1909; Charles Franks_, born 
.A.ugust 26~ 1911. Her husband is a son of Charles F. and 
l\--Iary Jane (Barentine) Covington, grandson ( on 1nother's 
side) san1e as Clare. On father's side, grandson of Robert 
and ~-Iartha (Thomas) Covington, great-grandson of T·hom
as and Sarah (Cook) Covington, great-great-grandson of 
Jan1es and Sarah ().IcI)aniel) Cook. 

Elise 1,,vas n1arried June 19, 19()6, to Robert Julian Sif
ford of ~orth . Carolina. Born .C)ctober 20, 187 4; son of 

· i Daniel JI. and Frances ( :\Ioore) Sifford_; grandson of John 
j 

Sifford. His 1nother ·was a daughter of James ?\loore, son 
of A.lexander 1-Ioore, brother of Gen. John 1Ioore, of the 
R.evolution. 

i\Iarion graduated at \Vofford in 1903. February 15, 
1905, he n1arried Pauline. <laughter oi Charles 11. and }fary 
(Bynun1) Da1:is. Sbe ,vas the daughter of Thos. Jefferson 
Bvnum. :\Ir. Davis is ~on of Thos. Jefferson and Susan 
(Platt) Davis. · He the son of Thos. Jefferson ·Davis, Sr. 
l\1iss Platt \\·as a daug-hter of .DaYid Platt. The Platts \Vere 

. ~ 

of Colleton countv . ., 

- -- .. ·----
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Their children are John Len1acks, born i\ugust 23, 1908;. i 
. James Carlisle, born June r9, 1910; :\Iarion Boyd, born ; 
! · Decen1ber 20. 191r; Charles Dat0 is. born ~Iay tI. 19_13. _\n · I 
l · infant ,,·as born and died .. August 26, r9o6, and buried it1: : 
i \\test i\sheYille. 
I 

. ·1 1\-Iarion \\··as licensed ·to preach .A.pril 29, 1905: joined ' 
the \Vestern :N' orth Carolina Conference November, 1905; 
served \\-est ... --\sheville charge until he left A.ugust 23, 1907, 
for the Korean ~Iission field. 

Grace \",·as tnarried Septe1nber r r, 1906, to Dr. J. Thorn
as Carter, .son of J an1es H .. son of Bo1.ven and Adeline 
(Byrd) Carter. His mother is .A .. Ellen (Johnson) Carter, 
dalighter of Thon1as H. and i\Iary E. (Hughes) Johnson; 
}Iiss Hughes ,vas the daughter of \:Villiam and Olivia 

· (Thompson) I-Iughes.. The children of Dr. Carter and 
Grace are: Beverly, ,vho ,vas born September Ii~ 1907, and 
died January 26, 1908: James Thomas, born February 25, 1 

1909; Kathleen, born l\larch 28, r9r r. 

' . 

' 
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