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INTRODUCTORY. 

WHOEVER may chance to glance over the fol­
lowing pages will doubtless quickly discover 

that they make no pretension to being a comprehen­
sive genealogy of the families mentioned ; on the 
contrary, the compiler's main object has been to 
connect, if possibie, their ancestry in the Plymouth 
Colony with their descendants in the state of Maino. 
He is especially indebted to Mr. Frank W. 
Sprague, of Boston, the well-known genealogist 
and writer, for assistance. In order to establish 
a controverted point, whether Elizabeth was the 
mother or wife of Edward Sturgis, junior, Mr. 
Sprague visited Plymouth to ex:unine anew certain 
old records, which, with a document furnished him 
by Mr. Henry S. Gorham, Gorham genealogist, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., gave conclusive evidence that Tem­
perance Gorham was the wife of Edward ·Sturgis, 
juuiur, and E~fz~1 b::;t!; 1 ~.is ~10th~,.,_ Temperance Gor­
ham was the ·daughter of Captain John Gorham, 
who married Desire Howland, <langhttr of Captai., 
John Howland and Eiizabeth Tiliey, Mayflower 
Fiigrim;;. As Jonathan Sturgis of B:irnc;table, Ma~­
sachusetts, later of Gorham, Maine, married Tem­
perance Gorham, of the fourth generation, the dou­
ble alliance establishes quite conclusively the Pil­
grim ancestry of the Sturgis families of Maine, 
if not of those elsewhere in this country. Tht~ co111-
piler is also indebted to Mr. Sprague for copies of 
doct1mcnts and foe simile records of ancient date, 
and for an extended correspondence replete with 
genealogical information, which he would have glad­
ly utilized had the limited scope of these "few stray 
leaves" permitted. He has also been assisted by 
Mrs. Nellie R. Jenkins, of Montclair, N. J., Mrs. 
Sarah E.Tate of Stroudwater, Me., and Mr. Charles 
M. Colman, of Vassalboro, Me., recently deceased. 



P-LLRTIAL STURGES GENEALOGY. 

EDWARD Sturgis, the progenitor of all of.the' 
Sturgis name in Barnstable county, Massachu­

setts, and to a great extent elsewhere in this country, 
according to Freeman's _:E~istory of Cape Cod, was 
a branch of a distinguished family in England. 
The early records of Barnstable county and the Barn­
stable church records have been destroyed or mutil­
ated to such an extent that expert genealogists have 
failed to trace many of the family lines. The records 
that remain, however, state that Edward Sturgis 
was in Charlestown, Mass., in 1634, and in Yar­
mouth, Cape Cod, in 1639. His wife's nnme was 
Elizabeth. They had Edward, junior, Samuel, 
Thomas, Mary, born at Barnstable, June 1 1 1646, 
Elizabeth, born at Yarmouth, April 20, 1648, Joseph, . 
born March 19, 1650, who lived but ten days (and 
Johnt who emigrated to Fairfield, Connecticut, Mr. 
Sprague believes). Edward Sturgis was selectman of 
Yarmouth, was assocjated in town affairs with Miles 
Standish, and was for many years a delegate of the 
Colonial Court. In 16581 as appears bY, a document, 
he and three others were appointed by the town to 
determine the differences between the English and 
the Indian J anno, in relation to the right to sell land 
purchased of said Jonno. In 1679 select courts 
were allowed in each town and jurisdiction, and he 
was appointed one of five commissioners to hold 
court in Yarmouth. He died at Sandwich, Oct., 1695, 

·Edward Sturgis, junior (probably called senior 
in Yarmouth, according to Mr. Spraguo); wns born 
April 101 16241 came to Yarmouth with his• father, 
married Tempcrnnce Gorham, born 16.46, and · had 
Joseph, Samuel, J:!~es, Desire and Edward, junior.· 
He died in 1678. He gave to his eldest son, 
Joseph, £20 "more than to his other children, and 
to his daughter Desire a silver tankard." His in-
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ventory was £963, a large estate for the time. He 
left a legacy to the minister, Mr. Thornton; also one 
to Joseph Gorham, brother of his wife1 Temperance 
Gorham, and husband of Sarah Sturgis, sister of 
Edward Sturgis, junior, a double farnily marriage, 
according to Mr. ·sprague. \\ Desire Sturgis married· 
Captain Thomas Dimmock. 

Thomas Sturgis, son of Edward Sturgis,· senior, 
in 1695 was appointed to the important duty, in 
those days, of "seating men, women and others in 
the meeting house." He had by his wife Abigail, 
daughters born in '1681 and 1683, who died in infan­
cy; Edward, D~mber 10, 1684; Thomas, April 4, 
1686; Hanna!( September 18, 1687; John, Decem­
ber 2, 1690; Elizabeth,_December 25, 1692; Abigail, 
October 28, 1694; a son, 1696, who died in infancy; 
Thankful, March 18, c697; Sarah, January, 1699, 
a son, 1702, who died in infancy, and a pai'r of twins, 
date 1iot given, who died in infancy. 

Samuel Sturgis, son of the progenitor, married 
Mary Hedge in 1667; was made a freeman in 1670, 
and died in 1674. 

Samuel Sturgis, Esquire, of Yarmouth, was born 
in 1665, married Mercy Howes October 17, 1700, 
she being nineteen and he thirty-five years of age, 
and had a daughter July. ro, 1701, who died in infan­
cy; Sarah, March 24, 1703; John, November 16, 
1704, who graduated from Harvard College in 1723; 
Samuel, October 28, 1706, who graduated from Har­
vard College in 1725; Thomas, November 25, 1709; 
Hannah, January 1, 17u; Prince, September u, 
1715; and Mercy, December 30, 1718. It is stated 
of him that he was "an eminent merchant;" 

Samuel Sturgis, of Barnstable, married the widow 
Mary Orris October' 14, 1697, and had Nathaniel 
January 8, 1699, who died in 17u; John, June 6, 
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1701; Solomon, September 25, 1703; Mary, Febnia­
ry 14, 1706; Moses, June 18, 1708; Jonathan, No­
vember 1, 1711; and Nathaniel, February 2-, 1714. 
There were also daughters. Mrs. Orris had, by her 
first husband, Nathaniel, who came to Barnstable 
from Nantucket, and died November 23, 1696; Su­
san, Dt:borah and Jane. Samuel Sturgis of Barn­
stable was appointed a justice of the peace in 1713. 

On February 61 1717, John Bacon, agent for the 
town of Barnstable,. petitioned the General Court 
11for u. division of the towns into precincts," and 
February 10, on petition of Joseph Crocker and 
others, Su.mud Stur~is and two olhe1·s were appoint­
ed "a commillcc to tlelem1i11c the controversy, :111<1 
settle the bounds between the said town u.nd the 
Indians," which was accordingly done. The year 
1726 was chiefly memorable for its indications of 
ecclesiastical discontent. Rev. Mr. Greenleaf, the 
minister of the western precinct of Yarmouth, felt 
constrained to enter a complaint to the:: Court of 
Genera.I Sessions, relating to his salary; but the ap­
peal of the people to the General Court, through 
Samuel Sturgis, their agent, wa.s sustained. 

Thomas Sturgis, of Barnstable, born April 14, 
1686, son of ThCMias and Abigail, married Martha 
Russell, daughter of Rev. John Russell, .December 
26, 1717; died June 17, 1774; had Martha, Novem­
ber 19, 1718; Elizabeth, Juue 12, 1721, who died in 
infancy; Thomas, July 22, 1722; Elizabeth~ August 
26, 1725, who married Thomas Allyn; Rebecca, Oc­

-tober 9 1 1727; Jonathan, June 17, 1730; Abigail, 
July 22, 1732, and Hannah, August 24, 1735. Trac­
ing this branch of the Sturgis family, it appears that 
Thomas Sturgis, born July 22, 1722, third of the 
name in direct descent, a'nd fourth generation from 
Edward Sturgis, the projenitor, had a .son Tho~f!S, 
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born August 23, 1750,who married Elizabeth Perkins, 
and had a son, Nathaniel Russell, of Boston,who mar­
ried Susan ;parkman, and had a son, Russell, of Lon­
don, who had a son, Russell, of Manchester, Mass., 
who had a son, Dr. Russell, who had a son, Russell. 

Edward Sturgis, of Yarmouth, married Mehitabel 
Hallett, November 25, 1703, and had a large family. 

Edward Sturgis, of Yarmouth, married Thankful 
He.dge, 1130. 
·.,.. Jatnes->sturgis, of Yarmouth, by his wife Rebecca 
had Rebecca, x690; Hannah, 1693; Bethia, x695; 
Temperance, 1697; Thankful, 1701; Elizabeth, 1703, 
and James, October 13, 1707. 

John Stu1·gis, Esquire, of llo.rnslu.ble, born 1703, 
married, first, Milatiah Crocker, March 21, 1734, and, 
second, Mchitabel Russell, widow of John Rus!lell, 
May 9, 1754, and had Josia~, October 17, 1737; Mil-
1:1.tiah, October 14, 1739;TimothyC., March 30, 1742; 
Lucretia, October 14, 1743; Sarah, April 17, 1755,Who 
married Isaiah Parker; and John, March 19, 1758. It 
was stated that John, born February 18, 1731, and 
graduated from Harvard College in 1750, was his 
son, probably by a previous marriage, but that was 
not fully determined. John Sturgis, of Barnstable, 
was appointed a justice of the peace and commis,­
sioncd Quorum Unus, 1753. He died in 1759. 

Gorham Sturgis, of Barnstable, was commissioned 
justice of the peace in 1786. 

In Sandwich, 1774, a demonstt·ation was made, an 
agreement entered into and leaders chosen with ref­
erence to the general welfare and government of the 
people, and Thomas Sturgis was chosen one of a 
committee of sixteen "to join another committee in 
power and authority, and to be protected and sup· 
ported in the same manner, to carry out the agree­
ment adopted." 
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Mr. Sprague quotes from the History of Fairfield, 
Conn., showing that John Sturges of Fairfield was 
born about 1625, and died in 1700. He_ married 
Deborah Bnrlow and had seven children, one named 
Joseph, who married (first) SarahJudson and (sec­
ond) Mary Sherwood, and had at least twelve chil­
dren, one named Solomon, who married Abigail 
Bradley and had three sons, Hezekiah, Joseph and 

Judson, nnd seven daughters. Among Solomon's 
posterity were Captain Solomon Sturges, Edward, 
Captain Eben Sturges, and Dimon Sturges, whose 
sister married Captain B. Lothrop Sturges, from 
nnother branch of the family. The latter was a 
son of Judge Jonnthan Sturges. Walter Perry, who 
married Elizabeth Sturges, lived in Southport, Conn. 
From the names in his quotation and the fact that 
many emigrated from Var.mouth and Barnstable to 
southern Contllecticut in John's generation, Mr. 
Sprague infers. that ,he was a son of Edward Sturgis, 
senior. 

Jonathan Sturges of Fairfield, probably the judge 
mentioned in the foregoing quotation, was born 
August 23, 1740; graduated from Yale; took an ac­
tive part in the pre-Revolutionary movement; was a 
member of Congress; and died October 4, 1819. 
Jonathan Stu1·ges, his grandson, born in Southport, 
Conn., in 1802, and who died in New York city in 
1874, was a prominent and wealthy merchant, one 
of the most active founders of the Union League 
Club during the War of the Rebellion, and took a 
most studio'i,5 interest in state and national affairs. 

Descendants of Edward Sturgis of Yarmouth, 
Mass., the associate of Miles Standish, early settled 
in Maine,-then a. province under the control of the 
Plymouth Colony and the Plymouth Company,­
one, Jonathan, in Gorham, while three brothers-
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David, James and Heman:-eettled at Vassalboro 
.and elsewhere. 

Jonathan Sturgis, of Barnstable, married Tem­
~per:mce, daughter of Ebenezer Gorham, and had 
ten children-Hannah, born 1766, in Barnstable, 
who married William Files; Temperance, born 
1768, in Barnstable, who married George Files; 
James Gorham, born 1770, in Gorham, Maine, who 
married Mary Roberts; Nathaniel, born 1774, who 
married, first, Betsey Patten, second, Temperance 
Woodmnn; Abigail, born 1776, who married Robert 
Files; David, born 1779, who married Betsey Paine 
and had thirteen children; Joseph, born 1783, who 
married Hannah Blake; Sarah, born 1785, who 
mnrried Wanen Gilbert; Jonathan, horn 1788, who 
married, and died at Pejepscot, now Auburn; Elea­
nor, who died young. Jonathan Sturgis, senior! died 
May II, 1834, aged 91 years. He was grandfather 
of Ebenezer Gorham Sturgis, who was born in 1807, 
and now, 1898, lives in Westbrook. 

Jonathan Sturgis was a Revolutionary soldier, 
and enlisted in April, 1775, in Captain Hart Wil­
inms's company, thirty-first regiment, cot11manded 
by Colonel Edmund Phinney. Colonel Phinney led 
his regiment into Cambridge soon after the battle of 
Bunker Hill, and he wns among the first to march 
into Boston after its evacuation by the lkitish. 

James Sturges-as he spelled the name while liv­
ing, and as it is spoiled upon his monument in Vas· 
salboro-mnrried, for his first wife, a Miss 'Faught­
liis younger brother Heman marrying her sistet,~ 
a.nd, for his second wife,' Nancy' Packard; and had 
by the former, John~ Ambrose, Samuef and James; 
and by the latter, Ira, Nancy, Hn.nn:i.h, Matilda,' 
Emeline, Harriet und Esther Kendu.ll. 1 

John Sturges, son of James, marrie<l Caroline 
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Packard, sister of his stepmother, and had Llewellyn 
and George. He lived to be over ninety years of 
age. Both his sons died when young men. 

Samuel Sturges was born June 2, 1807, and mar­
ried Lois Danforth Colman, March 6, 1829. She was 
born April 26, 1800. He died April 12, 1843. She 
died Septembers: 1883. Their children were, Mercy 
Ann, born 1830; Hannah Jane, born 1832; Almon 
Packard,_ born 1834; Albe1·t Henry, born 1836; 
Perley Franklin, born 1838, and Alonzo Walton, 
born June 16, 1842. 

Mercy Ann Sturges married Manoah Delling of 
Minnesota, who died in 1886. 

Hannah Jane Sturges married Harrison P. Gilbert 
of Minnesota, and had a daughter, Lottie B., who 
married Schuyler Pew, and died, leaving a son, Lloyd. 

Almon Packard Sturgis married Rebecca Hamlin, 
and had three sons, one dying in his youth, Leroy, 
Almon and George Hardwick. 

Albert Henry Sturgis married Ruth Ellen Thomas, 
and had tlo sons and a daughter, Clarence Eugene, 
Agnes and Ernest Albert. 

Perley Franklin Sturges married Emma Maria 
Healey, and had four sons, Frank Perley, Dwight, 
Case, Allan Henley and William Henry. 

Alonzo Walton Sturges married Frances Ann 
Murray, April 41 18671 she born August 11, 1841, 
of Revolutionary Gcncrnl Joseph Warren ancestry, 
and Imel two sons, Ralph Alonzo, born April 291 

1871, and Leigh Francis, born April 3, 1874. 
James Sturges, junior, married Nancy Dudley, nnd 

had one son, Jiimes Henry. 
Ira D. Stm·ges married Rebecca Goodenow, and 

had two sons and two daughters, Smith, who died in 
youth, Horace, Ang.eline, who married Samuel Thur­
ber, and Lizzie, who married J. Manchester Haynes. 
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THE genealogy of Lois Danforth Colman, who 
married Samuel Sturges, in brief may be traced 

as follows: Tobias Colman was born in Marlboro, 
Wiltshire, England, in 1602, and came to Cape Cod 
with the colonists in 1630, locating on Na11tucket 
island. He had a son Thomas, who had a son 

·Benjamin, who had a son John, who had a son 
Joseph, who had a daughter Lois Danforth. Tobias 
Colmap had two other eons, Phineas and Elihu, the 
former settling in Newington, New Hampshire; the 
latter.in Connecticut, while Thomas settled in New­
bury; or Byfield, Maesachusetts. 

Thomas·colman was born March 26, 1672; mar­
ried Phrebe Pearson, and had two sons, Benjamin 
and John, and four daughters. One of the latter 

N~ married a Ttylortone, an Adams, one, a Spofford, 
,...t,, ··- and one, named Hannah, a Palmer. 

Benjamin Colman was born February 6, 1720; 
married Annie Brown, who was born April 2, 17241 

and had seven sons and three daughters, and two 
children who died in infancy. The eons were, Dud­
ley; who married Polly Jones and had eight chil­
dren; Thomae, who was drowned on Newbury bar; 
Benjamin, who married Polly Chute, and had 110 

children ; Moses, who married, first, Dolly Pcnrson 
nnd bnd one son, Jeremiah, 1111d, second, Betsey Lit­
tle and had one son, Daniel; Molly, who married 
Joseph Searl and had eight children; Samuel, who 
married Susannah Atkins and had children ; Caleb, 
who married Sally Burbank and had children; Wil­
liam, who married, first, Susannah Thurston· and 
had nine children, second, Widow Temple and had 
three sons, third, Widow Brown; and John. Ben­
jamin Colman died at the age of 76 years. 

John Colman, born May 12, 1744, m:ll'l·ied Lois 
Danforth, as stated, at Newbury, Massachusetts, 
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1765, and had four children-Eunice, who' married 
Israel Turner, Joseph, Thomas and Polly. 

Joseph Colman, son of John and Lois, was born 
in 1765; married Mercy Cross in r787. They _lived 
in Vassalboro. She died in 1843. He died in 1858,-
in Lewiston. · . .. · 

Joseph and Mercy .Colman had five sons and five 
daughters, as follows:-

J ohn Colman, born 1791, married, first, Sarah 
Colman, second, Betsey Matthews, and had Mary 
Ann, Lovina, Lucy, John Eldridge and Joseph. 

Sarah, born 1793, married Josiah Carr 1814, and 
had William, Thomas,Jeremiah, Sarah and Hannah. 

Maria, born 1797, married Edward Eastman 1818, 
and had Octavia, Nancy, Violet, Cordelia, George, 
Eliza, Harriet and Thomas Augustus; and died at 
over ninety years of age. 

Lois Danforth appears in tho Sturges genealogy. 
Charles M., born 1803, married Mary Bryant 1825, 

and had Daniel, Henry, Elizabeth, Mary Jane, Fran­
ces, Nathaniel, Hiram and Vesta; and died January 
II, 18981 aged 94years, six months and three days. 

Dudley, married Cynthia Richardson_ 1829, and 
had Cynthia Maria, Susannah, Roxana, Guilford, 
Judith, Eliza Ann, Charles, Seth and Elvira 

Jeremiah, married, first, Sarah Buswell; second, 
Morey Doc, by whom ho had Watson Edwin, Sarah 
Helen, Harriet Frances, Martha; and, third, Sarah 
Downs, by whom he had Rose, Omar, Ozias and 
Obed. 

Martin, born 1812, married Rel>occa Doo 1838, 
and hau Emeline, lWeu, Selissa, Henry and Asbury. 

Mehitabel, bprn 1814, married Jonathan Dow 
1819~ and had Jonathan, Joseph, Elijah, Dudley, 
Abrie, Mercy Maria and Harriet. 

Eliza, born 1815, married William Fossett, and 
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had Helen, Eveline, Augustus, Abbie and Arad. 
Thus it will be seen that Joseph Colman had 66 

grandchildren. He died at the home of his daugh­
ter,, Mrs. Lois Danforth Sturges, in Lewiston, Maine, 
1n 1858, aged 92 yenrs. John and Lois Danforth Col­
man, his father and mother, died in Vassalboro, in 
1823, he September 22, she October 3, after a brief 
illness of two weeks, both at the age of eighty years. 

Thomas Colman, brother of Joseph, born in New 
Salem, N. H., December 16, 1771, married Abigail 
Pulsifer, at Byfield, September 8, 1795, she born 
at Gtoucester, Massachusetts, December 8, 1770, and 
had Polly, born at Rowley, Massachusetts, July 28, 
1796, died April 11, 1845 ; Nathaniel, born at New 
Chester, New Harnpshire, and died March 8, 1799; 
Benjamin, born at Sanbornton New Hampshire, 
April u, 1800; Lucy, born March 9, 1802 ; Doro­
thy, born January 10, 1804; Thomas W., born Octo­
ber 14, 1805; Abigail, born September 7, 1807; Su­
sannah K.., born August 9, 1809, died June 71 1883; 
and Sally P., born November 22 1 1811. 

Thomas W. Colman married Emily Chase, born 
August 1, 1810, and had .Lizzie, born January 28, 
1832, died June 11, 1892 ; H annuh, born January 
25, 1834, died January 16, 1895 ;John N., born No­
vember 3, 1835; Benjamin W., born November 2, 

1841; Edwin, born March 17 1 1844; nnd Thomas 
Franklin born December 9, 1847. 

Other great-grandchildren of John and Lois Dnn­
fol'th Colm:m and grandchildren of Thomas Col­
man are George W. Batchelder, Esq., of Lowell, 
:Massachusetts, and his sister, Mrs. Nellie R.Jenkins, 
of Montclair, New Jersey, to whom the compiler 
is indebted for this branch of his gcnealo gy. 
Mrs. Jenkins had three .children, a son dying 
in youth, Dr. Fred E. and I Gertrude. Her grand-
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father Colman was a man of gigantic proportions, 
being over six feet in height and weighing two hun­
dred and fifty pounds. He lived to be nearly eighty­
fivt! years of, age, and died at the home of his son 
Thomas W. · 

John Danforth, grandfather of Lois, wife of John 
Colman, died in his nin~ty-third year.. He had 
three sons-John, Oliver and Samuel. Samuel mar­
ried Mehitn bel Brown and had seven children, one 
dying in infancy-Eunice married Stephen Brown, 
Joseph married Rebecca Brown, Lois married John 
Colman, Ruth married Abner Woodman, Anna 
marriecl Joseph Downer (drowned on Newbury 
bar), Elizabeth; all having large families, excepting 
Elizabeth, who remained unmarried. · 

Nathaniel Pulsifer, father of Abigail Pulsifer, who 
married Thomas Colmo.n, married Abigail Proctor 
and had eleven children-Sally married William 
Woodward, Hannah married Joseph Moore, Abigail 
married Thomas Colman, Lucy married Stephen 
Yeaton, Polly married Ebenezer Lord, Nathaniel 
married, Samuel married (drowned in Plum Island 
river), Epes married, Isaac went west, and two who 
died young. All who married had children. 

BRIEi•' PERSONAL HISTORY, 

Mrs. Sarah E. Tate of Stroud water, Maine, great­
granddaughter of Jonatlrnn Sturgis, writes: ''My 
uncle Ebenezer Gorham Sturgis, now over ninety 
years of ugc, went to live with his grandfather Jon­
athan Sturgis of Gorham at the age of ~ixteen, re­
maining there until he was twenty-one; and he in­
forms me that during that time James Sturgis of 
Vassalboro visited there. He is not certain whether 
he was an uncle or a nephew; thinks he may have 
been a brother to his gr:tndfathcr, and says he re• 
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sembled him, although he seemed younger." Prob-
. ably Jonathan Sturgis of Gorham used his own 
name and the names of his brothers-James and 
David ofVassalboro--in naming his children. Two 
brothers would hardly have named their children 
alike. No genealogist has, as yet, been able to find 
any record of the Sturgis generation next preceding 
Jonathan Sturgis,which may be accounted for by the 
mutilated condition of the Plymouth records. Aside 
from the purpose indicated, however, the compiler 
has mac.le no attempt to tracQ the different family 
trees, but has gi vcn rncords of the earlier Sturgis 
families largely as copied by Freeman anc.l others, 
with such changes as later-discovered facts have jus­
tified. 

Mr. Sprague was born in Barnstable. Ho writes: 
•'There is an old house there which was bought from 
the Dim mock family by Samuel Sturgis in 1690, and 
has been hanclccl clown since that time in the Stur­
gis family, the widow of the late William~ Sturgis, 
ninety-four years of age, now occupying it." The 
original Jonathan Sturgis mansion in Gorham, re­
modeled, is still in possession of his descendants of 
the Sturgis name. 

Ira D. Sturges, son of James, who died about 
1888, at Augusti,, Maine, was, for tho larger por­
tion of his life, engaged in .extensive lumber, hay 
and ice operations, residing most of the time at his 
B1·oadacres Fann at Riverside, Vassalboro, but in 
his later years at Augusta. He was president of 
the Kennebec Land and Lumber Company, and 
was assocfated with Governor Sprague of Rhode 
Island in the permanent improvement of the water 
power at Augusta. Ho was probably tho pioneer 
in shipping ice to the South and selling it at retail, 
building ice-houses there for that purpose. 
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Benjamin Colman and his sonJohn were men of 
varied :tbility and resources, and well adapted to tho 
times in which they lived. Calico was then rare or 
unknown. A home-made fabric, hand-printed, was 
regarded' as a fine article of dress, and a bride 
decked out in such, it is said, would have success­
fully vied with a modern belle dressed in the most 
gorgeous silks. A quantity of the wooden calico 
st:tmps, in the writer's possession, representing fruit, 
!lowers, vines, etc., stained with the many dyes used, 
and bearing upon their backs the initials, "B. C.," 
testify to the skill of Benjamin Colman as a wood­
carver, and the important part he took in New­
bury's pt·imitivo textile manufacture. An old ac­
count-book of John Colman, also in the writer's pos­
session, kept between the years 1766 and 1807, with 
an intermission of four years or so, during the Rev-

. olutionary crisis, contains the names of many who 
were doubtless ancestors of men, distinguished or 
otherwislt/ now scattered over· our broad country. 
The name of "Hon. Moses Little, Esq.," the early 
proprietor of the territory now comprising Lewiston 
and Auburn, Maine, appears among the rest. John 
Colman was a man of many talents. He not only 
led the church choir, bnt composed many hymns 
and imthcms. At the same time he was eminently 
practical, and is said to have made the first pair of 
cart-wheels in Vassalboro. He was a devout Chris­
tian, and read the Bible through in course scores 
of times in his family reading. As his parents had 
been, so were his children. During the battle of Bun­
ker Hill, the reverberations of the cannon reached 
old Newbury. Joseph Colman, a lad nine years 
of age, was awakened by a noise in the rooms below, 
and wcut down, to find his father aud other men 
running bullets and making cartridges for use in 
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the anticipated conflicts. John Colman made several 
journeys to Vassalboro, before settling there with 
·his son Joseph, where the latter, as stated, raised a 
large family, most of his children marrying and 
residing on farms in the vicinity, Charles, recen~ly 
deceased, being the Inst of that number. Majti_n 
and Eliza yet survive, living elsewhere in M;iiti§: 
Descendants of Joseph and Thomas Colman, ~totil­
ers, may be found in many states of the Union} :; 

In preparing these "few stray loaves," the wi:ite,: 
bus been reminded of the homes of some of·)Jts 
early ancestors-the Sturgises and Colmans. Unli"kt: 
them, instead of emigrating from Massachusetts to 
Maine, or from Newburyport to Vassalboro, he re­
versed the order, and, with his immediate relatives, 
emigrated, at the age of three years, fro~ Vassal­
boro to Newburyport, from a comparatively new, 
rugged country, to an old, aristocratic metropolis. 
The transition appealed to his imagination like a 
fairy story from the Arabian Nights, and its memo­
ries linger pleasantly still. Newburyport was then 
at the height of her commercial and manufacturing 
prosperity; railroads were few aud primitive then, 
and her shipping interests were import;rnt. Hence, 
the significance ·of the Newbury Bar, on which many 
an unfortunate mari11c1· lost hiH life, It, was a l'rc­
que11t custom for residents of the 'town lo go up to 
the look-outs on the roofs of their houses, to discern, 
if possible, the succassful passage over the fateful 
bar, of some vessel on which a relative or loved one 
might be returning home. Peopled, as was her sub­
urb, Byfield, with Puritan stock, the Newburyport 
of fifty years ago was a most ddightful place. 
And, then, it was the home of that eccentric but 
lumnlcss charucter,"Lord" Timothy Dexter, whose 
book,"A Pickle for the Knowing Ones," the reader 
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was kindly allowed to punctuate or "pepper and 
snit tc> suit himsel£" Nantucket! In later years 
the writer has visited this historic island-just after 
ihe discovery of petroleum in Pennsylvania had 
~robbed her of her greatest industry, the whale-fish­
eey. Paved streets and brick warehouses,_so short 
jl_tbne before alive with a thriving, bustling popula­
ti?>it, were now almost deserted nnd tennntless, save 
wl1~n t;ltt: summer tourists invaded the island, or 
ihti:'Monohansett arrived from the mainland, and ....... 
-t!(e meBBenger1 in "a two-wheel shay," drove through 
:tfie town, blowing his horn to announce the arrival 
of the daily papers. No more pathetic picture could 
be seen in the desolate cities of the ancient East. 
But on this island, and the adjacent shores of Mas­
sachusetts~ New England's forefathers dwelt, and as 
such it is hallowed ground. · 

OFF NAN'l'U(JKE'J'. 


