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JOHN S.A.L1'ER, ~f~\llINEl{. 

THE London Graphic says : " The earl ie~t rt'.cord of the 
Salters Company is a deed dated the seventeenth year of 
Richard II. (1:394), granting license to the Con1pany of 
Salters to be a guild or fraternity in honor of 'thl' Body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Church of .:\11 ~:tint~, 

commonly called Allhallows, Broad Street.' 
" About half a century later Tho1na:-- lleaurnou<l, an 

eminent citizen, left the company their first hall, an<l 
appointed by his will certain religious :-jen·ices to be per­

formed by the priest, brethren, and si:;ters of the guild. 
Some years later an attempt was ma{le to proYe that the 
religious guild and the Salters Company were two <listinct 
corporations, and that BeaumonJ .intende<l to be(1neath 
the property to the religious body exclu::;iYt'ly ; but it was 
decided by law that the 'Religious Guild and the Salters 
Company were identical.' 

" On the feast of the patron saint the brotht•rs and 
sisters of the company rnet, and, after \·nrions religious 
services, high mass, processions, etc., <lined togrther in the 
company's hall. In some of the companit•:-- it wa:-: the 
rule that every brother should bring his wif.. or • a 
maiden' to the feast-not to sit in a gallt•ry, u:-; i:-- now 
the fashion, and look down upon their lnrdi; anti rna~ter~ 
feeding below, but to sit at the table arnl to take part in 
the feast. 

"There were some very singular C()remn11iL!~ 11hsen·L,l 
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by the gdilds and companies. The Salters Con1pany, for 
instance, were enjoined by the will of Thoma~ Salter to 
go annually to the Church of St. ~1agnus for the purpose 
of keeping an obit, and there they performed the quaint 
ceremony of 'knocking upon the grave, and each pert-on 
saying: 'How do you do, Brother Salter?' This prac­
tice WU only discontinued early in the pre:wnt <>ent11ry. '' 

The Parliamentary Commission to investigate the guil<ls 
of London, over seventy in number, report the Salters 
Company and the shipwrights~ founded in 1380. During 
the· reign of James I. the Salters Company owned in 
Ulster, Ireland, 10,900 acres. These lands were originally 
owned by the O'Neills, and were confiscated during tbe 
reign of Elizabeth and .James I. Under the Ashbourne 
act nearly the whole of the county of Londonderry was 
transferred by the guilds of London to the tenants, the 
Salteis Company holding 250,000 acreg. 

J. E. Stillwell, M.D., says the Salter family may 
justly lay claim to considerable antiquity. In the reign 
ol. Henry VI., temp. 1423, there lived one ,Yilliam 
Sal~r, who· was possessed of good estate and whose 
ancestors had resided at and were the lords for over two 
hundred years of a manor called Bokenhamis, in Eng­
land. Walter Salter lived in the tin1e of Richard II I., 
temp.· 1482. At the upper end of the south aisle in the 
church of Tottengen, in the county of Norfolk, there is 
erected 1io him&elf and lady a tablet with the following 
inscription : 

" Ora.te pro animabus 
,valter Salter et .-\lice uxorh; <•jus 
Et pro quibus tenentus.' · 

'' Pray for the souls of ,v alter Salter and Alice hi~ wife and for 
th~ftli>Uls of all that belong to them.'' 
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In 1 ;-1-.2 J Henn· Salter was one of the sheriffs of Nor­
-.\ i,·i1. In l 1;[)5 tfohu ~alter w..u; mavor of Norwich. In. 
Jf;1i:> die ehartt·r was renewed by Charles II., and John 
~:iiter wa:-; nne of the twenty-four aldermen who .were 
app1,inted. J{e die<l Xovember 20, 1669, aged seventy­
~cn~n year:-:, and wa:S buried in the Church of · St . 
.Andrew. 

Bridget, wife of J\fathew Salter, died December 31, 
1670, aged forty-two years. She was interred in the 
Church of St. Ethelred, an<l from her tomb is copie(lthe 
followin~ quaint epitaph : 

Tho <lead yet dear 
Tho de:l.d yet dear to me 
De.ad is her body 
Dear her memorie. 1 ' 

. . 

It is doubtless from some of the foregoing persons that 
the Salter:-- in this country are d~seended. If llrs. Bridget 
wa~, a.-; is po::;itively a.-;serted, the mother -of twenty-two 
,·ltildren, it was no ,vonder that some of them wanted to 
l1•ave. In England at the present time the name, though 
not common, is still considerably met with in certain 
1':x·alitit•s, especially in the \·icinity of Norfolk. 

Iu America there are several distinct families of the 
name, who~e arrh?:il date~ haek to the latter part of the 
:-;eventeenth centurv . . 

The descendants of .J,,lm ~alter, 'Yho settled at Odiorne's 
Point, ~- I-I., and Hil'har<l Salter, the early settler in 
~Ionm11uti1 County, New .Jer~y, have been the most 
prominent in point of numbers, as well as the most con­
~µi(·uous in ~wial auJ political life . 

..A family of the nanw re~iding in :Xorth Carolina 
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daring the Revolution contributed a oommi~ry to the 
army and two members to the Provincial Congress. 
A.nothu residing in New York City during the post­
revolu.tionary period was engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
and I have been written that in 1878, while the Rev. 
William Salter, D.D., of Burlington, Iowa, was trave1ling 
in <l>lorado, he meHhe Rev. Charles C. Salter, who stated 
that his grandfather came to this country in 1794 from 
Tiverton, Devonshire. 

Sampson Salter was admitted a freeman March 20, 
1638, at Newport, R. I~ 

The first Salter enrolled as a freeman under the charter 
of the llauaehu.setts Bay Colony was Will Salter, May 
2'>, 1636. He was born in 16071 was well eduffl.ted, 
kept the prison, and was witness to many wills now on 
reoord in Boaton. , ·1n thoee good old times the pioUB 
men of Boston \'Bptwed Indians, sold them as slaves to 
die planters in, the W ~t Indies, and hung Mn. Hibbins 
for being a wit.eh. Will Salter witneeeed her will. He 
.died August 10, 1675, and was buried in the King's 
-chapel yard.. ML7 &It.er, his widow, wu made execu­
trix. In his will hi mentions his aon John, " who bu gone 
away, but if he nami8 he ahall have five acres of land.'' 

.John &lier and Henry Salter were enrolled as aoldien 
in King Philip'• war, and on Octnber 9, 1720, Rev. 
Thomae Foxoraft, of Boston, married John Salter, aged' 

· eighty years, to Abigail Durrant, so he most have re­
imWd for hfa five aoreG. 

· On Jaooary 30, 1698, ai. A.&tioD Clinton, Connty Berka, 
-Eng-land, Mary, daught.er of. Henry and Alice Baldwin, 
1181 married to Richard Salter. 
· In 1622 Alice_ &ldwin left ff>r.ty shillings each to her 
teven grandchildren, and ten pounds to" my daughter, 
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llary Salter." Her executors were Richard Salter and 
Richard Baldwin. The latter, when he died, in will 
dated February 18, 1632, left his sister, Mary Salter, ten 
pounds, and the same to each of her four children­
Mary, John, Sarah, and David. 

David Salter, in his will, April 11, 1669, made his 
widow, Sarah Salter, sole legatee, but no trace of John 
Salter can be found in the English records, and it is quite 
possible that with the money received by the will dated 
in 1632 he came to New England. His age is fixed by 
the fact that his father, Richard Salter, wu married 
thirty.four years previous. 

The great plague of London came in 1664. Twenty• 
fbt"e per cent. of the population died and emigration wu 
stopped. 

War-dances were regularly held every nllOD, ~ kile 
ing and kissing games were unknown and ani..,d of in 
New Ramps.hire until Martin Pring, in Jllalt 1603, 
sailed ten miles up the Piscataq ua in the shipflpeedwell, 
fifty tons, and bark Discoverer, twenty.tona, carry­
ing ..forty-three men. He did not eee uy-lndian girla, 
if his log-book ~n be trusted, but Samaill de Cham~. 
landed July 15, 1605, at Odiorne'•Polht, the Plyaoatk 
Rock of New Hampshire, and fOlfDd •vagee of all kinda. 
They drew for him a map of tit adjacent coastL 

After Champlain came Ca.in John Saith, in 1814, 
who christened the couotr.r' New England:' reftrawl 
to by an old English poet. George Wither: 

'' In that rude gardin you New England -,i.," 
Captain Smith found a large Indian poptr1ttt~_:lf 

both shores of the Piscataqua, bat resai I - · ·GtWJ 
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anages the first emigrants pitched their ten ts and coni -
aienced fishing. 

John Odiorne settled at Odiorrie' s Point, in 16:23, alHl 
gave it the name it has borne to this day. 

· The tradition han<letl down to the Port~montla Saltc·r~ 

is that John Salter, the first of that name in Xew Eng­

land, ~me from the west of England, near Exeter, to the 
Isles of Shaals, and later settled at Odiorne' s Point. 
John Salter ·probably brought his wife with him, a~ 
maidens were scarce in the colonies at that 1wriod. 

Samuel Hinckes writes, July 1ft, 172-l: "The 14 
instant went hence volenters fro1u l >j:,:(•att after indian 
piret.s as also Sundryes and one Capt ~alter front t11e 
Sholes & 4 met at green Islands, said Salter l,:--inee Part­
ing from his consorts who arrived ·here tu Day) informs 
me he meet with the indian Privateer a seoner once (,f 

marblehead fnll of indians Extraordinary well fitted who 
Chased them 3 hours & she Takes all :;lie Can l'ome ,·p 
with, so that the fishermen dont go Ea~t of thi:-- Pl:H'e 01· 

scarce to sea.'' 
In July, 1729, Captain John Salter and Thnm:is ~lan­

nery appeared before the Royal Couneil relatin· to a crui:,,;•• 
"after ye Eastern Indians.'' 

The latter testified: "Ye Indian Scooner fir:--t di~enYt'red 
under ye Eastermost Green J:;land t,) ye \\" i__•:--twanl pf 

Manpomecus last Fryday between :3 and -1 u' t•luck P. )I. 

and that Capt John Salter was then abt a league ancl a 
half distant to ye Eastwd and to windward "·it hall, awl 
yt ye deponent tackd his vessel to speak wth hi~ eon­
sort Salter and came up wth him and ~poke wth him in 
less than half an hour, and tlwn told that und,·r ynnd1•r 
Green Island were the Enemy they came to ~<'ek f-.r. and 
asked him if he would go and see him ; tn -.d1i,·l1 ( 'apt 
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:--::dtt-r r, 1.:;d lH· w1111ld: an,1 llj),rn ~d ~alter's :--o ~a\·ing )·e 
,l • • (._. 

I )e111J1wr:t ~hot alung ahl'ad of him toward ye Indn scooner, 
:ll 1, l ~a ltt•r fol low<l 011." 

l 11 l ,~s .f"lin ~altcr's name appears aruoog the tax­
payt•r~ in X t•"· Ca~th·, and in 1731 he asked the General 
A~:-5embly to he :-;t•t off to Rye. Odiorne's Point is still 
. 1) 
111 ·'-Ye • •. 

Decem her 1 , 17 4!1, among the list of men who bor-
rowed £25,000 the name of John Salter appears for ~125. 
,John Frost rec(•ived £25 and Jotham Odiorne, Jr., £2()0 • 

. January 5, 17 48, .John Salter and ,villiam Frost sign 
a protest against an election return. 

\VILL OF JOHN SALTER. 

l'rnbr1ted at Exeter, 1Y. H., ,1755. 

In the name of (iod arueu. This 12th day of ~1 
in the ypar of our Lord 1752. I. John Salter of Rye 
in the province of X. H. Gent. being sensible of my 
mortality and being advanced in years, but of sound dis­
posing· mind and men1ory do make and ordain this to be 
lllY lu~t \rill and Testament. 

I rceonnncnd my soul into the han~ of God hoping for 
sah·ation and happiness in and through the mercy of Jesus­
( 'hri~t an<l n1v bodv I commit to the earth to be buried ia . . 
:\ • 1,·e•~nt manner hy n1y executor hereafter named. And 
touching my worldly estate I giYe deuiise and dispose 
tlH n•of iu _rnannner following-

I will awl orller that my ju5t debts and funeral charges 
be paid in eon,·r11ient time after n1y decease by my Ex­
Pcutor 

I g-ive unto n1y Bt•loved \,Vifc f\my the sum of Twenty• 
tive pound~. I also give her 01w cow, and all the swine 
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I shall have at the time of my death and all the pro\·isions 
_ that shall be in my house at that tin1e. Also all 111y lwils 
and bedding and household furniture, all the afon·~:1id to 

be at her own disposal. I also give her the int,·r,·-..t nf 
all the money I shall leave, c.leuts and fu1wral (·liari-'.·,-:-­

being paid during the time ~he shall continut· my \\ id:i•.r. 
I also give her the use and impro\·eme11t of th,· u..-w ,·nd 
of my dwelling house during- the time afnrt:-;,;ai<l a1:d I ,,.-ill 
and order that the principal sum afore~aid l,p <·•inally 
divided among my children upon the deatl1 of n1y wii',-, 
or upon her marrying again which ~hall fir:;t li:tpp,·11. 

I give and devise unto my son llicl1anl a1Hl my ~011 

'fit~ the sum of five shillings eaeh. I gi,·L· ,mt,, 111y 
grandson John· Randall ten pounds. I g-in'11 u11ti: :11y 

daughters Mary Mace, Elizabeth Hnby, Charity L,·:wl1. 
Margery Hall, ~Iartha Sanborn, and ~arah ~lnper t Le 
sum of five shillings each. 

I will and order that· mv two acres of ~:ilt ~I:1r~h at 
w 

Little Harbor so called, lying near ~alt mar--h , .f .r :uu,•:-­
Clarkson Esq and also 1uy two oxPu lit• sol(l by rn~· Ext•c. 
as soon as may be after my decease and that out of t li,· 
money that shall he raised thereby ten pounds be.· i,:,id 
unto my grandson John Salter, a son of my :-;011 .\ !Px. 
Salter deceased and to whon1 I give ten pcnuub, :rnd r !. 1·,·t~ 

pounds fifteen shillings unto l!ary ~a1tl'r and tl11·, . ._. 
ponnds fifteen 8hillings unto Lucy Salter dau~bt,·r , 1f w.v 
son Alex. Salter deceased to whom I giYc thn•t• pnu rid~ 

fifteen shillings each. 
I give and demise that tr-act of land :1t Hye wlH•n· I 

now live containing about thirty acrc>~ wl1id1 I hn11!..'.·ht , ,f 
one Joseph ~Iorrell with the huildings thereou unt1• 11,_\­

grandson Alex. Salter son of my ~on ..-\ lex :--;ait(·r d1·­
ceased and unto his heirs and ass1~ns foreYer if lw :--li:d 1 
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arri\·e unto tli1.' age of twenty-one years, but if he shall 
u,,t arriYe at that age, I give and devise the same unto 
m\· :.!"ranclson .John S~lter before mentioned and unto his . --~-
heir:-; and a~:-;i~ns forever if he shall arrive unto the age 
of twenty-one years, but if he shall not arrive at that age 
I ~in• and demi:-:-c the same unto my two grand daughters 
:~ran~ and Lucv Salter before mentioned and unto their . .,, 

heir~ arnl a~~i~n:-; forever equally divide<i. 
I will arnl order that my wife Amy and my daughter 

in law Elizabeth the widow of mv son Alexander de-., 

<·ea~ed have the use and improvement of the said tract of 
land :-;u long- as they continue widows towards the bring­
ing up of the children of my son Alex. deceased, but·not 
to commit any strip or waist thereon. . And as to the rest 
and residue of my estate both real and personal whereso-
1:\·0r and whatsoever I give and bequeath the same unto 
my chi1drf•n t·qually divided between them. And I 
desire and request, James ~Iarden and Stephen Marden 
both of Rye aforesaid to be guardians unto the children. 
of my :-:on .\lex. deceased. And I hereby constitute and 
appqint my wife Amy and my son Titus Salter to be 
Ext-:i.'. of thi:-- my last will and testament hereby ratifying 
thi~ an<l no other tu be my last will and testament. In 
te:\:;timonv whereof I have hereunto set mv hand and seal 

~ . 
tlw day and year first aboYe written 

\ \" it 1 H':--:;es 

.\ t;~ El( Co Lr: 

.f UH :S- ,J 0~ E,'-5 

.JoJI); ,Jo~a:s Jn. . 
.\1.\TII EW LIVERMORI-~. 

If John Salter, of Rye, gent., were advanced in yesl'S in 
17 52, when his son Richard was forty-three, he most have 
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been born as early as I 672, at Odiorne' s Point. There 
should be some record in Exeter to show what )'('Ur he 
bought the farm of thirty acres left to his graudson, 
Alexander Salter, eight years old (named after his father), 
in Rye, whtre he died November 14, 1801, aged tifty­
eeven. 

In the North Church records there ia a bapti~m of 
John, son of John and Martha Salter, October 4, I 730. 
Martha had probably died before the will was made. A 
daughter had died, as a grandson, John Randall, receives . 
ten pounds. Nine children are remem~red in the will. 
Amy was the second wife, and probably young, as she 
was to have the use of the mansion until she married 
again._ Ebenezer Sanborn, born rJuly 25, 1712, married 
in June, 17 40, Martha, named after the fil"Bt wife. 

Titus Salter, the executor, did good aervice in the 
Revolution. In 1765 a petition for a light-house at 
Odiome's Point was signed by Titus Salter, Richard 
Salter, and John Salter, and they were requested to re­
port on the estimat.ed cost. Four days after the fight at 
Bunker Hill, June 21, 1775, the &ehooner A11n, owned 
by Titus Salter, was .-;;ud by H. B. M. ship &ar­
borough, but on October 2d Captain Titos Salter retali­
ated and seized the ship Prince George, bound to Bo.ton 
with 1892 barrels of flour for General Gage's army. The 
farmers made good soldiers, but it waa left to the priva­
teers and the few armed boats in the navy to supply the 
hungry soldiers with food and clothing intercepted en 

route to Boston. 
General Washington was very much pleased with Titus 

Salter for his capture of flour, even if it were fifty miles 
away from camp, and wrote William Whipple to tJend 
him 1200 barrels. The name of William ,vhipple appears 
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on the only file of Boston papers of this period in the 
Lenox Library. 

January 5, 1776, Captain Titus Salter was instructed 
to enlist ninety men for the garrison of Fort Washington, 
and also to order every one on the Isles of Shoals to leave. 

The Committee ·of Safety in Exeter, July 8, 1779, ap­
pointed Titus Salter captain of the armed ship Hampden 
in the Penobscot expedition. · 

In 1783, at the end of the war, the thanks of the 
General Assembly were voted to ~ptain Titus Salter for 
all his good services for the State. 

March 11, 1790, Titus Salter made a oontraet with the 
State of New Hampshire, and on November 18, 1790, 
renewed the contract with Alexanfler Hamiltoo, Secretary 
of the TreBsury, to erect and maintain a light-houae at the 
entrance to Portsmouth harbor. 

Titus Salter was born in October, 1722. He died Sep­
tember 20, 1798. He married Elisabeth Bickf~, July 
11, 1745. 

Alexander Salter, referred to, was on the muster-roll of 
Captain Francis Locke's company, July 2, 1746, at Fort 
William and Mary. His son, Alexander, was mll8W"ed in 
Captain J oeepb Pal'80ns' company of minute-men, Novem­
ber 22, 1775 .. In December, 1789, Alexander signal a 
petition for a bridge at New Castle, and on December 18, 
1797, joined Titus and John Salter in a petition for a 
bridge at Sagamore. 

The will refers to a grandson, John Salter. On the 
pa~·-roll of a company of light-horse volunteers, com­
manded hy Colonel John Langdon in the expedition to 
Rhode Island, in August, 1778, the name of John Salter 
appears. There was a fight at Quaker Hill, Rhode Island, 
August 29th. 
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John Salter, son of Titus Salter, was appointed second 
lieutenant of the privateer General Sullivan, November 
17, 1778. He died in 1794. 

This will is the earliest reliable record that we can find 
of John Salter. His name is not mentioned in his son's 
family Bible, printed in Oxford in 1738. 

"Richard Salter his book January 23, 1739 
"Richard Salter was born March 14, 1709 
'' Elizabeth Odiorne Salter 
" his wife born February 21, 1709 
" This cople was married October 8, 1731 '' 
Richard Salter died at Halifax, N. S., ... .\.pril 1 0, 1768 ; 

his wife died in September, 1748, on Salter's Island, 
Portsmouth harbor. 

When the first settlement was made at New Castle is 
nnk:nowu, but as early as 1650 it was already a place of 
considerable importance. Its proximity to Odiorne' s 
Point, just across Little Harbor, where the first house in 
New Hampshire was built, in 1623, is sufficient ground 
to suppose that this island must have been occupied very 
soon afrer the landing of the first settlers. In 1660 John 
Odiorne received forty-two acres in New Castle in a divi­
sion of public lands. For many years New Castle was 
the seat of business of Portsmouth, the most populous and 
the most aristocratic part of the town. New Castle be­
CaIDe a port of entry about 1686, and for one hundred 
years after the shipping business was extensive. 

John Odiorne was born in 1627. He married Mary, 
daughter of James Johnson, and died at New Castle in 
1707. His son Jotham, who was born in 1675, married 
Se.rah Bassum, and died in 17 48. His Majesty George 
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II. signed a warrant July 11, 1724, admitting him to ''ye 
council of this Province.'' Our grandmother was thea 
fifteen years old. 

Hannah Wentworth at different times bad all theae 
dates engraved on the bot1:om of her large ailver waiter 
for the benefit of Elizabeth's grandchildren : 

CHILDREN OF RICHARD SALTER AND ELIZABETH 

ODIOBNE. 

Elizabeth born July 6 1732 died 1772 Married ~ 
Mills 

Her daugh~ Anne married MOlel Copp. 

John born 1736 died an infant _ 
Mehitable bom 1738 Married Israel Tibbifa &Dd had 3 

children 
And John Moulton and had 2 children John ... 

Nabby. 
John horn Nov 14 1740 
Titus 

Bis eon Titos married Abigail Froet. 
Hui grandaon John Lake Salter married four times. 

William not married 
CAptain of the brig William in 1768 

Richard Married Elizabeth Ayres 
and El.imbeth Toeedall. 

Harriet C. Salter said that when· sbe WM a girl abe 
went with her mother to the funeral of the fint wife, who 
was fifty-four and Uncle Richard about sixty. After the 
services her mother told Betsy Tuesdall, then about fifty, 
she would make a good wife ·for U nole Biolaard, and ha 
the courae of a year they w• married. In the North 
burying-groond are the stones to.tile memory of Eliabeth, 
wife of Captain Richard Salt,rj~-1 July 25, 1806, aged . . 
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fifty-four, and Elizabeth, widow of Captain Richard 
Salter, died June 17, 1836, aged eighty-two. 

Richard Salt.er had ten children. Three named Eliza­
beth and two named John (who died in infancy), and 
Richard, .Perkins, Thomas, Joseph, and Nancy. 

Nancy Salter, born 1778, died 1825, married her first 
cousin, Titus Salter, son of the executor, Titus Salter, re­
ferred to. They had four childreu: Ann, married C. S. 
Toppan; Mary, married J. ~I. Tredick; Charlotte_; Henry 
·Perkins Salt.er (father of Thomas P. Salter). 

The letter-of-marque brig of eight guns called the 
Scorpion was commanded by Captain Richard Salter. 

In May, 1777, Richard Salter got into trouble, and his 
sloop, the Friend.a Adventure, was seized in llassachusetts 
waters because he had altered his papers to eseape capture 
by British cruisers in the ,vest Indies. His friends 
thought he was justified in resorting to any device to get 
home. 

CAPTAIN JOHN SALTER, }fARIXER. 

Born November 14, 1740; died September 28, 1814. 

Marri.ed First. 
Dorothy Bickford, December 13, 1762. She was born 

May 13, 1740; died ~larch 18, 1776. 

Ma1ried Second. 

Elizabeth, April 14, 1778. ~he was born June 26, 
1745. 

.i.Warried Third. 

Jane Frost, Nove1nber 1, 1783. She was born l\Iarch 
7, 1757; died December 10, 1837 
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The siege of B0ston continued during the summer and 
autumn of 177 5, s.nd there would s.uoear to he no· ~ 
why an experienced captain like J"oh~ Salt~r, at that time 
thirty-five years old, should not go ro se:a. in a pri~~tc:.--e!'. 
Tibbits refers to his many voyages before thi'3 date ru; a. 
master of vessels. 

John Salter writes Lane, Sen & Fraser that he saiied 
September 6, 1775, from N ewburypn-rt in the ship Criais, 
hound to Antigua, and two days 1st.er he was fired upon 
by H. B. ],f. ship Lively and taken. to Boston,. H My 
ship lies with her cargo in h~r yet and what w-~1 he 
done with it I cannot write at present. I am kept here j 
and not pennitted to go home nor proceed on my voyage'!' 
I have not heard from Col Boyd since I have been here. 
Snch times New England nev~r saw before. I hope in 
God that something will be done in England this winter 
to make up this unhappy affair and that we ~y hear oi 
no more blood spilt amongst us.'' Captain Salter stayed 
on shore until the Revolution was over. 

Brewster, in his Rambla, says: "There are in Ports­
mouth harbor more than a dozen other islands of various 
!i<izes, adding much to the beauty of the water landscape 
a~ viewed from various points. As seen from the Auburn 
Cemetery, the most prominent is Salter's Island, s. h:nd­
some swell of land, on which is a house sitting ·.;ery 
pleasantly in the basin on the east, near Frame's Point, 
where the N ewca.sile bridge connect'> with Portsmouth. 
It was for many years the residence of Captain John 
Salter, mariner, who died in 1814, at the age of seventy .. \·ears., · 

Captain Salt.er was engaged in foreign commerce before 
the Revolution. He once left this port for England on 
a vessel in which was a large number of boxes of Spanish 
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dolJ...... EnoounteriQg a atorm about Christmu time, he 
WM driven on the rooks at the mouth of the Kennebec 
Rive?. His v~ waa gotten off somewhat damaged, 
M({ he wept into a neighboring harbor, where he waa 
e.<)fflpel}ed to ~aiu until March. During all this time 
he was unable to send a communication to or receive a 
~ from P()rtsmouth, and no notice of the disaster was 
,eoei?ed there until the veesel arrived at London. At 
$hat time there was oo communication along the coait 
~('apt s"QCh u was made by vessels. 

One event in the early life of Ca,ptaio Salter, although 
not of much importance, shows his calculating cast when 
a boy. A stranger of some show and bluster one day 
oa.lled at Frame's Point, &Qd, desirous of visiting New 
Casile, asked the bo_y to row him down. Nothing '\"as 
.-id about P'Y, and so the young ferryman, to . test his 
liberality, landed him on Goat Island on the way. The 
man aupposing, as the hoy wished he should, that he had 
reached New Castle, jumped on shore. Bowing to the 
lad, he said, as he ascended the beach, '' I shall pay you 
when we meet in town some day." The boat was put off 
apeedily. The stranger looking around soon diS<'o\·ered 
himself the sole inhabitant of the little island, and called, 
"' Young man, come hack ! '' The cautious boatman, 
however, with a ·' Perhaps we shall meet in town some 
day," left him, a Robinson Crusoe on his Juan Fernandez. 

In June, 1787, John Salter and Richard S. Tibbits 
signed a petition to the General Court complaining of the 
duties on imports. Qn December 10, 1799, John ~alter 
signed another petition to incorporate St. .John's Lodge 
in Portsmouth. Captain Salter built the house in ,v ash­
ington Street, Portsmouth, where he Ii ved many years. 

In the Cotton burying-ground are monuments to the 
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memory of John Salter, aged seventy-three years, IUld 
Jane Salter, aged eighty-one yeal"8. 

Jane Frost apparently had a lover in the Continental 
.Army in the siege of Boston, in 1775, and kept one letter 
from him in the family Bible. Jane was eighteen, and 
her sister Dorothy sixteen. Samuel Haven was expected 
to forward letters from Clarissa to Lysander. As we 
hear no more about Philadelphia militia armed with toma• 
hawks, we fear that Lysander mUBt have been killed in 
the Revolution. Jane Frost did not seem disposed to 
marry at this period of the war. She certainly hat! no 
interest in John Salter, who was living on his farm at 
Salter's Island, close to her home in New Castle. 

John Salter lost his wife in 1776, and two years later 
married Elizabeth llarch, who was thirty-three, while 
Jane Frost was only twenty-one, and the " lovely 
Lucinda" ninetl"'en. After the treaty of peace was signed, 
.Jane Frost became the third wife of John Salter, and 
Dorothy married James Jewett. 

New CaRtle was the scene of the first important aggres­
~ive arnwd action of the Revolutionary patriots. Before 
Panl l{evere-the original Rough Rider-made his 
famous ride to Lexington and Concord, he had taken 
a much longer one, if not so celebrated. December 
13, 177 4, he rode express from Boston to Portsmouth, 
despatched by the Boston Committee of Safety. The 
next da~· the Portsn1outh Sons of Liberty, with the 
patriots of New Castle; in all about 400, under command 
of Major .John Sullivan, proceeded to the fort and car­
ried off one hundred barrels of gunpowder. Most of it 
was used at Bunker Hill. Trevelyan says they also 
carried away in broad daylight sixteen cannon. 

Lysander writes, July 26th, when Gage was in com-
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mand in Boston and expecting the flour that Titus Salter 
aeised in the Pri~ George ( the '' base wretches'' were 
probably the officers in the New Castle fort) : 

To Miss Jenny Frost In Newcastle 

My last was committ;ed to the care of a worthy Clergy­
man and I hope got safe to hand but not a word frorn 
Clarissa yet ! Why may not Lysander be gratified with 
intelligence bow and where she and the lovely Lucinda 
(her sister D) have spent these last 2 months. Can they 
be t.aken up so much with their last winters acquaintance, 
their minds so much engrossed with the Company and 
Conversation of their new friends as to forget and neglect 
their. former ones ? However amiable these Gentlemen 
may be in their private Character Heaven forbid any 
Daughter of America should treat them with even com­
mon civility so long as their professed design of being 
here is the unnatural unrighteous and disgraceful Business 
they are now upon ; but if you are yet at your own Home 
you will say your situation is peculiarly difficult, that 
there must be a free Complaisance even to such hase 
Wretches. I acknowledge it my lovely friends an<l can 
say no more; the Ladies I know will raise many scruples 
about writing to the Gentlemen bot ~n there be any im­
propriety in an epistolary Corr~pondence with One who 

has been as it were of your own family and whom you 
have so long bonour'd with your acquaintance but perhaps 
the most material Objection will be the unsteadiness of my 
.Abode ; by way of reply ,vould say I generally leave 
word at the place I leave where I expect to make my D()Xt 

Stage and I donbt not but any letter so directed to me 
would find me. .A letter left with ~Ir. Saml l{aveo I 
should hope to receive. I perceive that the Curiosity of 
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many Ladies has so far overcome the timidity so natural 
to your Sex as to induce them to visit the Army, bat 
things are in such a confus' d state as to. afford hardly any 
Accommodations. 

We have nothing very special, but I will give you the 
principal news. One Company of riflemen consisting of 
107 who left Pennsylvania the 1st ins arrived yesterday. 
What I observed peculiar in them I shall just mention vis 
their frock with a kind of Cape, their indian Stockings 
using- a Tomahawk and not a Bayonet and their rifle gun. 

\Ve had a Regular come in wlao deserted from the 
enemies Lines at Charlestown thi~ morning. Letters have 
been lately reoeiv'd from the Selectmen of Boston yet in 
that town hy their Brethren ·out purporting that there are 
200 persons in the Almshouse. 30 of them so bad as not 
to he ab1e to he ruov'd, that Gage wants to be rid of them 
and will furnish water carriage for their removal. 

Application has been made with success for the Salem 
Hospital and I suppose after obtaining the approbation 
of the Cren. Court they will be transported there. Have 
just been to Corporal Frost's Tent and found him retail­
ing a little of the good creauture to chear the spirits of 
his fellow soldiers. He had just receiv'd a Letter from 
his Sister Nahby and told me they were all well; does the 
Education of the Youth still go on ? what is become of 
my suC<.,-essor? is the plan of my former agreeable resi­
dence entirely forsaken? a thousand things I want to 
know ; pray inform the anxious 

LYSANDER. 

July 26. ,vednesday Eveg ½ past 10 o'clock. 
P. S. Our soldiers were order' d several Nights within 

this week to be on the parade before day and some Nights 
to lie on their arms but we have had no alarm. 
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CBILDBEN OF CAPTAIN JOHN SALTER, MARINER. 

John, bom January 20, 1779 ; died February 25, 1781 
(infant). . 

Joeeph March, bom April 18, 1781 ; died October, 
1837. Married Sarah Frost March 3, 1806. Hi~ son 
Joseph was in the Navy, and died in Columbus, lfiss. 

Dorothy, bom August 29, 1782 ; died in 1853. ~far­
rlad .. John Frost O-~tober 30, 1826. 

Elizabeth, born June 22, 1784 ; died October 24, 1808 
(buried in Cotton burying-ground). ~tarried W. H. 
Wilkins. 

Wil_liam, born January 23, 1787 ; died September 25, 
1849 (buried in Cotton burying-ground). Married Mary 
Ewen. They had five children: ,villiam, l\Iary, Ben­
jamin, Frances, and Charles. 

John, bom July 5, 1788; died January 10, 1858. 
Married Sarah Tibbits. . 

Maria Jane, born June 20, 1790. ~Iarried Samuel 
Cushman, member of Congress from New Hampshirt-. 

Sarah Ann; born February 6, 1794 ; died, unmarrie,1, 
in Portsmouth, October 18, 1876. 

Benjamin Salter, born April 6, 1792, in ,vashington 
Street, Portsmouth. He attended the academy opened 
by Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr., in 1806, and at an exhibi­
tion, September 23, 1807, he gave a Greek oration. 
Harriet C. Tibbits appears on the programme as Leonora 
in "The Little Needle-woman," and as the Shop-girl 
Nancy in " Mrs. Dumford, the Milliner." On the same 
programme are the names of Hall J. Tibbits, Sarah Ti b­
bits, Dorothy Salter, and the three sisters, Elizabeth, 
Maria Jane, and Sarah Ann. Benjamin Salter went to 
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Exeter A~demy~ gradusted at Bowdoin College ia 1814, 
and travelled in Europe in 1815. He remimd about. 
Christmas with a lot of toys he had bought on speoula.,.. 
tion. The following year he went into businees with hi, 
brother ,villiam in Fayetteville, N. C. The firm was 
one of the first in the country to ship cotton to Europe. 
For a while he was President of tte United States Branch 
Bank at Fayetteville. Returning to New York in 1826, 
his name appears as one of the founders of the Church of 
the Me58iah. He was married August 23, 1821, by Rev. 
:N' atban Parker, io Harriet Chase Tibbits, and went in a 
chaise on a bridal tour to Exeter\ L~ter in the season be 
started for Fayetteville, and was a mon.ii driving there. 
Mails were slow-in those days, and •:_)ff ene oc~on a ship 
arrived. in the night bringing him information that cotton 
had risen. The next morning he rushed out before break­
fast and bought all the cotton in town. Benjamin Salter 
died in New York, Septe1nber 8, 1858. Harriet Tibbits 
Salter died in New York November 1, 1872. George . 
Salter died ~n \Vashington, August 15, 1895. They were 
all buried in the Portsmouth Cemetery. 

•---------

CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN SALTER AND HARRIET 

TIBBITS SALTER. 

l!ary, married by Rev. Orville Dewey: D.D., October 
29, 1845, to Richard G. Porter. 

Jane, married hy Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D., Novem­
ber 22, 1854, to San1uel W. Thomas. 

George, married by Rev. Samuel Osgood, D.D., Jan­
uary 14, 1858, to Mary E. Keeler. 

Caroline, manied to Marcelo M. Delgado, April 22, 
1861. 
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William, married by Rev. Henry \V. Bellows, DJ>., 
May 18, 1872, to Georgianna Harrison. 

Harriet, married by Rev. 0. B. Frothingham, Feb­
ruary 26, 187 5, to J. Freeman Howard . 

.Albert, married June 21, 1877, by Bishop Niles, of 
New Hampshire, to Frances Philbrook. 

Three children died in infancy : William and Franees, 
each fourteen months old, buried in Cotton Cemetery, 
and Harriet, fourteen days old, buried in the Hudson 
Street Cemetery, New York. 

GRANDCHILDREN OF BENJAMIN SALTER AND HARRIET 

CHASE TIBBITS. 

Frank Porter, married Emma Hobart and Ida Stow. 
Harry Porter, married ,~irginia Raney. 
Ed ward Porter, married Josie W akefie1d. 
Elizabeth Porter, married George Ruge. 
William Porter, married Effie Walker. 
Richard Porter. 
Rodman Porter, died January 18, 1881. 
Frank Thomas, married Estelle Claremont. 
Robert Thomas, married !.Iary Fletcher and Louise 

Shaw. 
Agnes Thomas, married ,vilmot Townsencl. 

Wesley Bray Salter, } 
Jasper Colton Salter, children of Ueorg-e Salter. 
Mabel C. Salter, 
Huldah Jenness Salter, daughter of Albert Salter. 
}fay Florence Salter, daughter of \Villiam T. Salter, 

died July 13, 1886. 
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GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN OF BENJAKIN SALTER AND 

HARRIET CHASE TIBBITS. 

Children of Frank Porter : Edmund Hobart, Frances 
Rodman, and Marietta. 

Children of Harry Porter : Harriet Frances, Mary 
Tibbits, Virginia Raney, Richard, Elizabeth l,aroar, and 
Gilbert Rodman. 

Children of Edward Porter : Ethel, Edward Barnard, 
Josephine, and Eleanor Wakefield. 

Children of Elizabeth Porter Ruge : Herman,. Earnest, 
Edwin \Veed, and Oli~. 

Children of William Porter : Mary, Richard, Walker, 
and Leila. · 

Children of Agnes Th!)D188 Townsend : Susana Bell 
and Janet Salter. 

Children of Robert Thomas: ,Tirginia Fletcher, Rn~y 
Louise, and Ruth. 

PEPPERRELL. 

Everett Pepperell Wheeler says : 
"Colonel Pepperrell, a native of Devonshire, England, 

was left an orphan at an early age, without resources of 
any kind except his own indomitable courage. He came 
from England <luring the reign of ,villiam and Mary, 
and was apprenticed to the captain of a fishing schooner 
employed on the coast of Newfoundland. When he 
finished his term of service he took up his abode on the 
Isles of Shoals, at that time inhabited by fishermen, who 
sought these lonely ii:;]es for security from the Indians, 
and who found in their adventurous trade the means of 
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earning a livelihood, and in one instance at least the 
mans of acquiring the beginnings of a fortune. 

"The Colonel bad three sisters probably with him at 
the· Shala, which had a population at one time of six hun­
dred, supported an able minister, and sent two delegates 
1o the Omen.I Court of. Maemchnsetts. 

".Afterthe Colonel married and settled at Kittery, about 
1680, a garrison honse was erected and maintained at the 
Point, to which fami~i~ might resort when threatened by 
sudden assaults from Indians, and as early as 1700 a fort 
waa erected which went by his name. Colonel Chureh, 
in 1704, had orders to send his sick and wounded to Pep­
penwll's Fort. In 1714 the province of Massachusetts 
made ·Kittery Point a port of entry, and erected a fort, 
with lix gttll& Pepperrell had command of this fort, 
also a company of militia, and rose to the rank of Lieo• 
tenant-Colonel.'' 

MARGERY BRAY. 

Kittery obtained a charter in 1647, and about 1660 
John Bray, ship-builder from Plymouth, County of 
Devon, England, arrived at the Piscataqua, bringing 
with him his wife, Joanna, and his daughter, Margery, 
a year old. 

King Philip's war broke out in 1675, and on the re­
tum of peace John Bray was able to extend his busine88 
upon a large and lucrative se,-ale. Ship-building, which 
he followed daring a long life, was an early and an ex­
tensive branch of industry on the Piscataqua. It was 
rendered particularly profitable by the policy of the home 
govemment which favored ship-building more than any 
other trade, insomuch that the ship carpenters on the 
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Thames oomplaiDed in 17i4 that• their buhw.,s was hurt 
and their workmen emigrated, oauaed by the building « 
so many veMe}8 in New England. 

Margery had arrived at the age of. • .,.._ whm she 
first saw Colouel Peppenell, who, smiUeD with her 
youthful charms, was not slow in makiug bil impreealOIII 
known; but he wu ao poor that Margay wcmW not· 
listmi to him, and the prasperoaa ahlp-bailder did not 
favor the young fisherman from Appledore. However, 
in a few years, by his industry and frugality, he aoquired 
enough to send out a brig, which be loaded to Hull, &g­
land. By this time Margery was oot of her t.eena, and 
her father gave hia ooment. They were married and 
built the Pepperrell mansion at· Kittery, which is still 
used as a dwelling-house. In the next half century the 
largest fortune then known in New England was aecu­
mu lated in thia hou8e. 

Colonel Pepperrell's letters to his <8ptains are written 
in a good hand : 

"Pascataqua I day May 1712 John Vennard you 
beeing now master of ye sloupe Mirrsm now riding in ye 
harbor of Pasoataqua by God's grace bound to Antego 
my order is for you to imbrace ye first fare wind God 
shall send and saile dereetly for Anrego and being tbare 
arrived my order is for you to adres your selfe to Mr 
Anthony Monntero and to him deleavre my lett.ers and 
goods.'' 

'' Copey of this I recd which by God's assistance I 
intend to follow.'' Signed 

JOHN VENNABD. 

Colonel Pepperrell edu<Bted his children in the beet 
manner the time and place permitted : 

Andrew, born July 1, 1681. Married Jane Elliot. 



"· ., . --' J ' 
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Lieutena~t-General Sir William Pepperrell 
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They hatd two daughters : Sarah, married Charles Frost ; 
Margery, married William Wentworth. When Andrew 
died his widow married another Charles Frost. 

Mary, bom September 5,- 1685 .. 
Margery, born in 1689, married Peletiah Whitemore 

and Elihu Gunnison. 
Joanna, born June 22, 1692. Married George Jackson. 
Miriam, born September 3, 1694. Ai!arried Andrew 

Tyler. 
_. William, born June 27, 1696. ~farried liary Hirst. 

Dorothy, born July 23, 1698. Married Andrew 
Watkins and Joseph Newmarch. 
. Jane, born in 1701. Married Benjamin Clark and 
William Tyler (another case of two sisters n1arrying two 
brothers). 

William Pepperrell, who married ~Iary Hirst, ~larch 
16, 1723, was the leading merchant of New England, and 
by his great popn1arity obtained the command of the ex­
pedition against Louisburg, with four thousand men. In . 
1747 he visited England, and was greeted by King and 
people as the hero of Louisburg. He was made a Baronet 
for his servioos, and appointed Lieutenant-General Feb­
ruary 20, 1759. During the latter part of his life he was 
the most prominent man in America, George '\V ashington 
. alone excepted. 

The following notice of our grandmother's death ap­
peared in the Boston Post Boy : 

"Kittery, April 30, 1741. Last Friday, after a short 
illness, departed this life, and this day ,vas decently in­
terred, Madam Margery Pepperrell, of this place, in the 
_eighty-first year of her age. She was born in Plymouth, 
in Old England, ~e hither with her parents in infancy, 
who left their native country for the free enjoyment of 
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their religious principles. She was, through the whole 
oouree of her life, very exemplary for unaffected piety 
and amiable virtues, especially her charity, her courteous 
affability, her prudence, meekness, patience, and her un­
weariness in well~oing. As it pleased God ii() afford her 
worldly advantages and a large capacity for doing good, 
so she improved them to the honor of God and the service 
of her generation-being charitable without ostentation, 
and making it her constant rule to do good to all as she 
bad opportunity. She was not only a loving and discreet 
wife and tender parent, but a sincere friend to all her 
aoquaintances. She hath left behind her one son and fi ,·e 
daughters and many grandchildren, who rise up and call 
her blessed. She was justly esteemed w·hile living, and 
at death as much regretted. As she liYed a life of faith 
and ooostant obedience to the Gospel, so she died with 
great inward peace and comfort., and the n1ost cheerful 
resignation to the will of God." 

Colonel Pepperrell held the office of Justice of the 
Peace from 1690 to 1725. In 1715 he and Charles Frost 
were appointed Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 
·August 10, 1730, Colonel Ptlpperrell writes Thomas 
Salter, enclosing account sale~ for two hundred and 
ninety pounds: '' I do not desire to keep any man's money. 
I shall pay ye 1noney down or give orders for it at Boston. 
Am afraid to c0tne to Boston for f care of ye sn1al 1 pock~." 
Colonel Pepperrell died February 15, 1734, aged eighty­
seven years, and left each of his 8ix daughters five hun­
'dred pounds. His two sous, Andrew and \Villiam, 
carried on the lumber busineRs, as appears by the lrttcr 
of Major-General Bradstreet, G·overnor of Newfound­
land, who died in New York in 1774. 
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D-.r Sir 
8'r JOHN May 29, 1748 

This is the first oppertunity which has offerd this 
spring for New ~gland wch I embrace with great 
plaa1nre ; fint to aseu.re you of my sincere regards as also 
to lei you see I hold my good friend always in re~:1.G­
bnmoe. The two letters you wrote me from Louisburg 
laat fall I rec'd and fully answered in a few days after 
web no doubt you have rec'd. As to publick news shall 
DOi troble yoa with any as what we have hear is of no 
aborter time than the beginning of .April which no doubt 
you most have had. We look for the ftleet in every day 
from England. On the 24 inst brocke out a fire in this 
Town which has consumed to the value of twenty thousand 
pounds sterling and had not the wind favor'd us greatly 
the whole town must have been Burnt Down ; if Brother 
Andrew has any Lumber Vessels he cannot send them 
here in a better time than this for their is not anv in the 

• 
Harbor and is greatly wanted. I am at work watching 
the motion of the ffrench on the North part of this Island 
where they oany on a fishery I am not without hopes of 
ouer having a trick at them this summer if they come their. 

I suppose now you will be quite easey with regard to 
the affairs of your regiment as you are so greatly better' d 
in yonr Liut.-Colo. I hope you have had a ple·sent 
winter and that your Lady Pepperrell and family have 
injoyd perfect health. l\'Iy wife has been as bad as any 
person could be for this two months past but thank tiod 
she is recovering and joins with me in our sincer com­
plements to you and your Lady and family. I am with 
the greatest sincerity and regard sir your }lost Obedt and 
most humble Servt JNo BRADSTREET. 

The Honble Sir ,villm Pepperrell Bart. 
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NICII<)L.AS FROST. 

Nicholas Frost was born about 1585, in Tiverton, 
Devonshire, England, and when forty-five ye.ars old 
mar1·ied Bertha Cad walla, aged twenty years. They 
arrived at Little llarbor in June, 1634, and Elliot, 
~1-aine, in 1636. Nicholas Frost was a farmer, esteemed 
a trustworthy: judidous citizenr and appointed constable in 
1640. October 16} 16-!H, he was on the gr-o.nd jury that 
met at Gorgeana. He died July 20, 1663, leaving five chil­
dren : John, Nicholas, Catharine, Elizabeth, and Charles. 

The latter, born in Tiverton, July 30, 1631, re­
ceived the homestead and five hundred acres of land. 
The howling of wolves around his father's c&bin was 
hi_s evening entertainment, and from the neighboring hill­
top his morning ,·ision could survey the curling smoke 
arising from the numerous Indian villages on the tributary 
strean1 of the Piscataqua. The savage yell and war­
wiioop a wakened no fearful throbbings in his youth£ ul 
heart, but rather served to enkindle a zeal for daring and 
heroic a~hie,·t•mcnts. Ile earlv evinced a fondness for ., 
military ex'lrcisrs and paradeR, and being enrolled as a 
soldier at ~ixtecn he gradually rose through successive. 
grades to be eomrnandcr-in-chief of the militia of ~Iaine .. 
The l\lajor bef•anie a distinguished n1an in civil and 
1uilitary live. ~laiue being a province of l\Iassaehusetts, 
he was cho~en to represent it at the General Court in 
1658, when he was twenty-six years of age. He held 
the office five years, anJ in 1669 he was Rent again and 
placed in coromanu of six companin~ of l\-Iaine 1nilitia. 
He eomruand<.~d a company in King Philip's war, which 
broke out in 167,5, and for two years was actively engaged 
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in fighting the Ind1ans, who had burnt a vast number of 
houses on the Piscataqua and killed two hundred and 
sixty settlers. King William's war began in 1688, and 
raged with great fury. August 23, 1689, in the reign of 
William and Mary, Charles Frost, ,vas appointed ~Iajor 
of the military forces of the province. In 1693 the war 
raged with increased barbarity, and continued until his 
death, July 4, 1697, within a mile of his dwelling. 

Colonel Pepperrell writes to Captain Hill at Saco, X o­
vember 12, 1696 : "I think it may be safer and better 
to bend her sails before you launch her so as to leave 
immediately, for Sir it will be dangerous tarrying there 
on acoount of hostile savages in the vicinity. I send you a 
barrel of rum and there is a cask of wine to launch with .. " 

Joseph Storer writes from ,v ells : " It hath pleased 
God to take away Major Frost. The Indens way lad him 
last ~bbath day as he was cominge whom from 1neetting 
at night; and killed him and John Heards wife and 
Denes Downing and John Heard is wounded. }.fistress 
Frost is very full of sory and all her children Cousin 
Charles and John was ·with their father and escaped 
,ronderfuU y.'' 

Two hundred years later a tablet was erected in 
memory of Major Frost, and an address delivered by 
Rev. William Salter, D.D., of Burlington, Iowa. 

Major Frost married ~Iary Bolles, of ,v ells. Her 
father is mentioned in the will of John Bolles, of St. 
James, Clerkenwell, Middlesex, dated ,July 1, 1665 : '' I 
given unto my brother, Joseph Bolles, living in New 
England, three hundred pounds." 

Joseph Bolles was town clerk of \Vells, 1654 to 1664, 
and his house was burned by the savages, and volume one 
of the town records destroyed, so )fistress Frost must 
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have had some sad experiences with the horrors of Indian 
warfare <luring a long life. Major Ji"'rost died in Febru­
ary, 1678, aged seventy years, leaving a large estate to 
his widow, who died in November, 1704, to six daughters: 
Sarah, .A.bigail, Mehitable, Lydia, Mary, and Elizabeth, 
and three sons : Charles (who had ten children) ; Nicholas 
(who left a widow and two children), and John. 

Ho.N. *JOHN FROST 

Was born ~larch 1, 1681, and while a boy with a 
loaded musket watched for Indians while his father 
worked on the farm. On one occasion an alarm was 
given and the house was surrounded by savages, who 
were finally driven off. John escaped wonderfully, as 
the record says, returning from church, at the age of six­
tt>(ln years, when his father was killed. When he was 
twenty-one years of age he fell in love with the beautiful 
daughter of Colonel Pepperrell. He was married by the 
Rev. Joseph Hammond, September 4, 1702, to Mary_on 
her seventeenth birthday, and they had seventeen chil­
dren. .John Frost commanded H.B. lI. frigate Edwa~ 
in 1709. He afterward pursued the profession of a mer­
chant in New Castle, where he soon rose to eminence, 
held a high rank, became wealthy, was much distinguished, 
and highly respected in civil life. He was sworn in as a 
Royal CounciJlor, July 26, 1724, by order of George II., 
the same year as J otham ()diorne. 

At a council held in Portsmouth July 15, 1717, Cap­
tain John Frost, in command of the ship Bonetta Pinok, 
complained of a pirate called Le (-/rand, two hundred 
and fifty tons burden, carrying twenty guns and one 
hundred and seventy men. They celehrat,ed the Fourth 
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of July by taking from him forty hogsheads of rum, 
several barrels of subrar, and a negro man-presumably 
to mix the drinks. The cargo came from Barbadoes, and 
was bound to Portsmouth. All captains at this time 
brought slav·es to New England. 

In the island referred to, in a census taken by order of 
hi_s Excellency, Sir Jonathan Atkins, in 16i9, Richard 
Salter was reported as having two hundred and seventeen 
acres of land, four white servants, an<~ one hundred and 
twenty negroes. There would appear to he no neuessity 
for so many hands on a ~mall farm 11nless he was sup­
plying the rich people of X ew Castle with household 
servant.a. 

In the burying-gron nd at X ew Castle, close to the 
road, may be seen three gra \·es, \~iz. : 

"Here lyes the body of the Hon .• John Frost. Esq., 
who departed this life Feb. 2,5, 1732, aged 50 year8, 11 
mos and 24 days." 

"Here lyes buried the body of .Jo~eph Fro:--t, E:,;q., 
who departed this life Sept. ye 14th, 1768, aged :10 years 
and 11 months.'' 

"Sarah, widow of the late Capt. Richard S. Tibbit:-- and 
youngest daughter of Joseph and )Iargaret Frost, ag<><l 85." 

John Frost':; widow married again, and dil·d .April 18, 
17 66, aged eighty years, and was burit•d in Dan vc•rs . 

• Joseph Frost's widow married abrain, arnl dic:d .July 15, 
1813, aged eighty-nine years, and was burit•d in ~omf:'ts­
worth. 

Captain Tibbits died in the \V t1st I ndit•:--. 
~Iary Pcpperrell Frost li ve<l in ele[-:,-rattel' at X cw Ca:,;tle 

after her marriage in 1702. l-Ier best be<l wa;-; eovrred 
with white tabby silk. IIer fatlwr arnl hu:,baml were 
rich, and she accumulated an enormou:; quantity of silver 
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for the times. There was enough to fill a large closet, 
and when she married again it all went with her to 
Boston. "\Villiam Tyler writes to Sir "\Villiam Pepperrell, 
July 5, 17 4.5 : " Your sister Frost came to town to see 
her son .Joseph who was thought would haYe died and 
Rev. Dr. Colman has persuaded her t-0 come and live 
with him and they are to be married in thirty days from 
this date." 

The new:-; of the capture of Louisburg had reached 
Hoston two days before, and a general illumina!ion took 
place. :\:Iary Pepperrell Frost had been a widow thir• 
teen years, and ,vas now sixty yea rs• o1<l, twelve years 
younger than Parson Coleman. They were married hy 
l{ev .. Joseph Sewall, D.D., August 12, 1745. Dr. 
Colman, the first pastor of the Brattle Street Church 
was one of the n1ost distinguished ministers in Xew Eng­
land. In high intellectual eultivation be had but few 
equals. To nature as well as to culture he was indebted 
for a most graceful and winning n1anner and pleasing 
address, which constituted one of his most distinguishing 
accon1plishrnents. Born in Boston October 19, 1673, 
graduated at Harvard at nineteen, he spent four years in 
London, where he was ordained August 4, 1699, and at 
once returned to Boston and cmumenced to preach. He 
,,·as invited to be Pre~ident of Harvard in 1724, but de­
clined. 

The par::;ouage 1nu:-5t have been ,vel1 sto(·ked with silver 
after the arrival of the third wife of the popular parson. 
\Vedding-gifts were always numerous to the clergy in 
colonial time:;, when they occupied a much higher posi­
tion in political life than they do now. His colleague 
says : " The music of his voice, the propriety of his 
accent, and the decenc·~· of his gestures showed him one 
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of the most graceful speakers of the age. He composed 
with great rapidity and elegance, and his pre-eminent 
talents in this respect were in constant requisition to draft 
letters and addresses from the churches to the G·erwral 
Court, the King and his ministers." He n1arried in 
1700, when he was twenty-seven yeari-; old1 .Jane C1ark, 
aged thirty-one years. Later he married Sarah. 

Sarah had her trunks :filled with spoons, and must have 

been the most fascinating woman in Boston. Her charms 
of person or purse were such that she ,vas irresistible. 
Born September 15, ~672, Sarah n1arried at twenty-three 
William Harris, treasurer of the Brattle Street Church, a 
rich and influential merchant. After his d~ath, in 1721, 
Sarah married the Hon. and Rev. John Leverett, Presi­
dent of Harvard, a widower. After th_e death of the 
President, the Hon. John Clarke appeared, and he was 
united t;o Sarah, then forty-three, by Parson Colman. 
John died, and Sarah, though a year older than the 
parson, captured hirn. Sarah died April 24, 17 44, aged 
seventy-one. Parson Colman lived only two years after 
his third marriage, dying August 29, 1747, aged sevcnty­
four. On October 6, 1748, his widow married, for the 
third time, tT udge Benjamin Prescott, and became :--tep­
mother to her son \Villiam, and her relatives for years 
after t.alked about the chests of silver-plate fron1 the 
parsonage, contributed at so many weddings, that all 
went to Danvers never to return. Lieutenant-( ~f'ncral 
Pepperrell, who died ,July 6, 1759, visited his si~kr at 
her home on his return fro1n Boston in the spring of 17 59. 

Our grandmother died ~.\.pril 18, 176G, aged eighty. 
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Cu I LDHF.X o~, .Jon~ FHosT AXD ~f..~RY PEPPERRELL. 

},largf:ry, born F~brnar.v 1, 1704 ; died in infancy. 
,riliiam, horn A ngnst 20, 1705 ; married Elizabeth, 

<laughter of Hev. Benjamin Prescott, who married his 
n1other ( >ctoh<:r 6, 1748 . 

. John, born l\Iay 12, 1709 ; married Sarah .Gerrish. 
Charles, horn .August 27, 1710 ; married .Joanna Jack­

son and Sarah .J ack~on . 
.:\Iary, born ... -\.ugust i 9, 1711 ; died in inf:incy. 
Sarah, horn February 1, 1713 ; married Rev. John 

Blunt, of Xew Castle. 
:'\fary, born February 16, 1714; died in infancy. 
~\rnlrew, born April 12, 1716; was many years blind . 
.. Joseph, born September 29, 1717 ; married l\largaret 

Colton . 
.. Abigail, born 11ay 26, 1719 ; not married. 
( ~eorge, born April 26, 1 i20 ; married an English 

woman, and second wife \Yido\..,. Smith, of Durham. 
Samw•l, horn August 19, 1721 ; died in infancy. 
Benjamin, born ~lay 15, 1725 ; died in infancy. 
,f aue, born ::\lay 15, 1725 ; married Andrew \Vat.kins. 
1Iiria1n, born October 8, 1 722 ; married Elliot Frost 

and Alexander Raitt. 
)Iary_, horn .July 2, 1726 ; <lied in infancy. 
Dorothy, born August 21, 1727 ; married Captain 

Clifford, of ~alem. 
(.\' ote.-Three infants nanied l1ary die<l.) 
.John A.I ht>P savs ]{ey. .John Blunt married into a 

w 

uotablt~ family, wbo~e name ha~ been honorably associated 
with ~ew Ca~tl{\ from ahout 1700. )Iadame Sarah Blunt 
wrot(' I 11 •t·try. l ler :-:i:;tcrs were celebrated for their 
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eanbiluy and intelligence. Abigail died in the splendor 
of early womanhood, January 30, 17 42, aged twenty-two. 

Beleased from cares at rest she lies, 
Then peaceful slumbers close her eyes. 
Ber faith all trials did endure 
like a ltrong pillar firm and pure. 

· Did adverse winds tempestuous roll 
Hope wu the aoehor of her soul. 
We by the olive in her hand 
Her pea,ceful end may understand. 
And by the coronet is shown 
Virtae at last shall wear the crown. 

JOSEPH FROST. 

Born September 29, 17}7, died September 14-, 1768. 
Re married Marga~ Colton, October 20, 17 44: and the 
7e&r following he wu so ill in Boston that his mother 
eatne to see him, a-nd a month later gave him her house. 
in New Castle, as she had concluded to reside in Boston. 

December 9, 1749, "Joseph Frost, mariner, of New 
Castle, bought of Alec Clarke's widow four thousand 
acres of land that she got from Geo. Davie." This deed 
is witnessed by Elizabeth Prescott, who married Willi~m 
Frost, November 24, 17 50 ; also by William and George 
Froet, and recorded by Daniel Moulton, in liber 28. In 
liber 2, folio 45, is ~he record by Walter Phillips of the 
aale of this tract ~ George Davis by Nicode.shant Quese­
meck and Obias for the sum of twelve pounds, dated 
December 21, 1663, in the " 15th year of the reign of 
our Lord King Charles the second by the Graee of God 
of England Scotland France and Ireland King and de­
fender of the faith.'' The land is described as lying on 
the west or north side of '\\.,.icheaseke Bay, west or north 
side of Mount Swedes Bay. 
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COLTON. 

Thomas and Margaret BliM were married in England, 
which they 1-ft on account .of religiooa penecntion. They 
had six children born in England and fonr in Ameri~. 
Their son Lawrence came to this country with his father 
in 163~, and died in 1676. He married, Oetelltr· 25, 
1654, Lydia, nineteen years old, daughter of Samue] 
Wright, one of the first settlers in the Connecticut 
Valley, at Springfie]d, and the Wright eort of a wife for 
colonial days, when every man took his gun to church and 
mt at the foot of the pew ready to rush to the door when 
the guards posted outside gave the alarm. Elder Brewster 
could preach and pray, but never hesitated• IDOllleDt 
when it became necessary to go on Indian campaigns and 
fight the savages. It was only a question of life or death, 
and there was no time to loee. The Indians owned the 
country, and the white folks were driving them out, but 
the miniaters overlooked all questions of morals and prin­
ci ples when 111vages were concerned, and joined their 
parishioners in the fights. 

The Deerfield massacre sent a thrill of horror thagh- · 
out New England. Husbands did not last long in thoee 
terrible Indian wars of King Philip. Lydia had four 
lovers, married them all, and died a widow at the age of. 
sixty-four, December 17, 1699. Her father bad been 
killed by the Indians at Northfield in 1675, and on 
October 31, 1678, Lydia manied John Norton. On 
January 7, 1688, she married John Lamb, and on March 
1, 1692, it was George Colton'·e opportunity, and he had 
Bliss for seven years, until February 13, 1699, and then 
for ten months Lydia was left alone with her four gold 
wedding rings. 
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Dr. Colton says that our American Adam, George 
Colton, from- Sutton, England, has honorable mention in 
the Springfield, Mass., town records of 1645. ,v as rep­
resentative in 1669. Died February 13, 1699. llarried 
Deborah Gardner and had five sons and four daughters . 
. IAlwreoce Bliss had a sister, Hannah .J;lliss, who married 
Thomu Colton, son of George Colton. Lydia and Han­
nah were sisters-in-law until the fourth marriage, when 
Lydia became mother-in-law to Hannah. 

Margaret Colton, daughter of Samuel Colton and 
Margaret Bliss, of Springfield, and great-granddaughter 
of George Colton, the ancestor of all the Col tons of New 
England, was born April 19, 1724, and attended school 
in. Bost.on. Margaret was married at home at the age of 
twenty, and rode on horseback behind her husband al I the 

· way from Springfield to New Castle 
Jmeph Frost died in 1768, twenty-four years after his 

marriage. · Margaret remained a widow twenty-four 
years, and at the age of sixty-eight, in 1792, she married 
Judge _Rollins, ef Rollinsford, N. H., who died eight 
years later. 

Our grandmother passed her childhood in a section of 
the country that had witnessed the fiercest Indian battles 
recorded in colonial times. Then she moved to Boston 
daring the great excitement caused by the French war. 
She was visited by her mother-in-law in 17-15, when 
Joseph was ill. At that time news had conie of the great 
victory achieved by the four thousand soldiers raist>d in 
New England, commanded hy her husband'~ uncle. ()ur 
grandmother was in New Castle during the l{evolntion, 
and probably had many friends in the arruy. Reference 
is made to Corporal :Frost iu the letter to her <laughter 
Jenny. In the war of 1812 our grandmother wa~ at 
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Rollinsford, where she died, July 15, 1813, aged eighty­
nine. 

CHILDREN OF JOSEPH FROST AND ~fARGARET CoLTON • . 

Margaret, born December 8, 1747 ; died in 1805. 
Married John Wentworth and John ,valdron. 

Joseph, born }lay 3, 1749 ; died in 1830. Married 
Sarah Simpson. 

George, born November 24, 17 50 ; died in 1808. 
Married Abigail Bell. 

1\Iary, born January 29, 1752 ; died in 1819. ~larried 
Stephen Chase. 

Miriam, born February 11, 1755; died in 1756. 
Jane, born March 17, 17 57 ; died in 1837. Married 

John Salter. • 
Dorothy, born February 27, 1759 ; died in 1838. 

Married James Jewett. 
Samuel, born January 27, 1760; died in 1827. 
Abigail, born September 6, 1762 ; died in 1848. 
William, born September 16, 1764 ; died at sea. 
Sarah, born June 11, 1766 ; died January 4, 1852. 

Married Richard S. Tibbits. 
Our grandmother, Sarah Tibbits, who was two years 

old when her father died, was the last survivor of a large 
family. She and Abigail Frost lived together n1any y~ars 
in the Pleasant ~treet House, opposite the hill. Her 
sister l\Iary married Stephen Chase, April 28, 1771. 
Their grandson, ~oah Tibbits, has a son of the same 
name Ii ving in Brooklyn. 

1:la.s.~on, in the Yankee .,;.Yavy, publishea in 1898, says: 
" Historians have rarely done justice to the serviCPB of 
our navy during the war of the Revolution. Io addition 
to the go~ternment ships of war, hastily improvised and 
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ia great part recruited from the merchant vessels, the 
eoloniee fitt.ed out privateers of their own, aided in many 
instances by private citizens, and there can be no doubt 
that our success in the war could not have been accom­
plished except by the co-operation of these daring navi­
gators. They kept the army supplied ,vith arms, ammu­
nition, and clothing captured from the enemy, and many 
a time when the spirit of our troops was at the lowest 
ebb, some bold naval exploit served to re\·ive their cour­
age. Most of the battles fought hy the ~-lmericans were 
fought with implements captured from the British vessels. 
The principal things the Continental .Army lacked were 
guns, ammunition, clothes, and money. In order to 
pamper the eoldiers with luxuries of this 8ort it was 
necessary to capture them from the enemy. So Com­
modore Hopkins sailed away in his fleet in ~,ebruary, 
1776, to the Bahama Islaorls, and in ~:farch took New 
Providence and secured a hundred cannon and some valu­
able stores. On his return with the spoils, after taking 
two vessels, the commodore retired from the !'lervice. In 
1776 the Jfelliah was captured with ten thousand British 
uniforms. It is needless to say that these were very 
welcome to our impoverished army." 

In 1776 the American Navy had twenty-five vessels, 
carrying four hundred and twenty-two guns, to oppose 
the British fleet of seventy-eight, mounting 2078 guns. 

· But, with the aid of privateers owned by individuals or 
the colonies, they captured eight hu~dred British merchant­
men. During the eight years' war the American loss in 
gunboats was twenty-four, while the British wa~ one 
hundred and two ships of ,var. At the close of the war 
three gunboats were left, and they were promptly <lis­
poeed of, in order to rid the country of any semblance of 
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a navy. The navy was a relic of the past, good while it 
lasted, but of no further consequence. Young republics 
had no need of them. A Senator from Pennsylvania 
said the navy is a menace to our republican institutions, 
and " eleven unfortunate men now in slavery in Algiers 
is the pretext for fitting out a fleet." Up to the year-
1793, Portugal, who kept a strong fleet at Gibraltar, 
agreed to protect American vessels. In 1795 a peace was 
arranged with Algiers. Not having a navy we were 
obliged t.o buy our sailors back. It cost about a million 
dollars to do it, and an annual tribute of twenty-two 
thousand dollars to Algiers.. Then Congress woke op, 
and by a majority of two· ordered the Constitution and 
twenty other gunboats. Our naval waa with France 
l~ted from ~lay 28, 1798, to February 3, 1801. 

TIBBITS. 

LIECTENANT RICHARD SALTER TIBBITS, u. s. NAVY. 

Israel Tibbits came from London to Portsmouth, and 
n1arried, in 17 59, Mehitable Salter, then twenty-one years 
old. She was a daughter of Richard Salter. They lived 
in the Deering hmne, opposite South Mill bridge, be­
tween South and X ew Castle Streets. Mehitable had 
three children : Sarah, born ~Iay 29, 1 i60 ; Richard, born 
llay 10, 1762 ; Hannah, born January 18, 1766. Israel 
<lied in 1771, and his widow married l!r. Moulton, of 
~loultonboro, and had two more children, .John and Nabby. 

Captain Salt~r took his nephew, when eight years old, 
to London to be educated. He later took him to8tS with 
him as an apprentice. The battle of Lexiogf.9n was 
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fought in 1775, and on September 6th Captain Salter and 
his aephew Niled away from N ewbttryport in the ship 
CJrw, and were captured. Tibbits then made a successful 
craiae in a privateer. Later he was captured in the 
A;urora, June 14, 1780, and committed to ()ld Mill 
Prison, Plymouth. .July 10, 1781, after a year in 
prison, he writ.es for money: 

" I am as yet a minor and an apprentice to my worthy 
kinsman and uncle, Mr. John Salter, mariner, and many 
years master of different vessels from and belonging to 
Mr. George Boyd, merchant, late of Portsmouth. Many 
were consigned to your house, the latter particularly 
named the Fiddity, and was sold after having discharged 
her cargo in London, from whence, in oonseq uence, my 
eocle and self retnmed home as passengers. 

" In order to acquire a due experience, sufficient to 
qualify me in the business of my profession, that of a 
mariner, by and with the ad vice and consent of my 
kinsman and tutor, I left home in a letter-of-marque 
orig called the Aurora, under the command of }Ir. 
Samuel Gerrish, which vessel was captured on her way to 
the West India Islands by one of H.B. M. frigates bound 
home, in consequence of which it hath been my ill fortune 
1io be brought to this place. Previous to my leaving 
home the voyage before this, in which I was captured, 
my uncle was pleased to make provision for my relief in 
case of capture, in his having furnished me with a bill 
upon your house, which, having no occasion for, I re­
turned him on my arrival at home after a safe and pros­
perous voyage. My coming with Captain Gerrish only 
admitted of a small delay." 

Tibbit.a while in prison kept a log-book filled with 
problems in geometry and navigation, also copies of his 
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letters. August 5, 1781, he writes Sarah Buxell, near 
School-house Lane, Ratcliff Highway, London, for the 
address of George Boyd, late merchant of Port:smouth, but 
now living in London. Although but nineteen, he says : 

'' Dear Miss Boxell: The ancient friendship that has 
subsisted between you and myself has induced me to take 
the liberty to address a few lines to you, as your father's 
Christian name has escaped my memory, to acquaint you 
and yonr father of my being at present confined in this 
place. There is no prospect at present of being released 
from my unhappy situation. I had little expectation of 
such a dismal prison as this being my residence when I 
left your father's house." 

Then follows a copy of a letter to George Boyd : 
" SIR : My present unfortunate and distressed situation 

of captivity I hope will in some respect apologize for the 
reason of 1uy present address. The knowledge I have of 
your e\·er humane and benevolent disposition, together 
with the intimacy and friendship that had hitherto sub­
sisted between yourself and my connexions are the prin­
cipal motives that induce me to state to you in part my 
situation, in hope thereby to excite your commiseration 
aud to meet your favor and bounty. I had the very un­
happy and singular misfortune to be committed here on 
account of being taken in a letter-of-marque brig under 
the con1n1an<l of < 'aptain Samuel t.·errish, and am here 
n·ow about a year, and no more prospect of redemption 
than the day I was brought here ; my distress increases 
with my time in captivity, for when first imprisoned had 
saved some little, that on being sold contributed to my 
relief, but Time by her woeful experience, hath, notwith­
standing a becoming prudence, made way with the whole 
for some time past, and my situation is such as is 1Carcely 
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to be described, having barely a sufficiency of eveu the 
common necessaries of life for the support of natur1:1. 
Yon will therefore judge of the distress which I experi­
eooe, and which is a common calamity. I need not more 
fully describe to you the woes that are attendant and on 
almost insufferable with a state of impri:.;onment when 
nature is supported with a competent sustenance. "\\'hen 
that fails life itself is almo~t a burthen too heayy to hear, 
and in ,vhich situation have no alternative-. I therefore 
request you will be pleased to favor nH· with a supply for 
my relief, such as your bounty shall he plea~ed to dictate, 
on account of my honored tutor an<l kin~1nan, Captain 
John Salter, who hath altogether declined following the 
seas since captured in the Orisi.~ and tak(•n into Boston, 
who I am satisfied will reimburse yon fully for :--o rE>a:-;c-n­
able a supply to the relief of 

'' Sir your de,·oted sincere 
"Humble and (listresse<l ~ervt, 

" HICJIA HD SALT EH rf IBHIT~." 

Tibbits copie<l in hi:; log-book th(\ names of ti ,·e hun­
dred prisoners ; uamf>s of vessels and dates 'of capture. 
Tbe brig Fancy, taken in August, 1777, had Fra.nci$ 
Saltea:, from ~Iarhleh()a<l, and Tho1na::- :,;alter, from 
Frenchman's Bay. The brig f)rdton, taken J)<'c<_,mher 
24, 1776, had Joseph Shillaber, of Port8n11.rntl1, wl10 was 
exchanged ; Captain Gerrish, fron1 Port:;moutl1, taken in 
brig Aurora, ran a.way. 

Andr(~W Sherburne, in his ..l[ernoi,·.~, p11hli:--hcd in l~tica, 
in 1828, gives an interesting account of his capture in the 
privateer Greyhound, Captain .Jacob \Villi~, of Salem. 
In the outer yard of the Old llill Prison lw found -' ()ld 
Aunt Anna," with her hand-cart to :,:upply the pri5oners 
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with bread, butter, tobacco, needles, and thread. "I 
hailed from Piscataqua, and the Piscataqua men were 
called and formed a circle around me. )Ir. Tibbits was 
the only person amongst them with whom I had had any 
acquaintance, though most of the Portsmouth people had 
known n1y father." Sherburne was sixteen, had been at 
school hut a few months, and could not ,vrite or figure. 
Tibbit:; offered to instruct him, and he made rapid pro­
gress. Soon after the capture of Cornwallis caused a 
general exchange of prisoners. Colonel Lawrence, United 
States ~finister to Holland, was released fron1 the Tower 
and visited 11ill Prison. 

After tift()en months' absence from An1erica Sherburne 
write:; he arrived at Portsmouth. " There was a letter­
of•n1arque brig of eight carriage guns, called the .Scorpion, 
fitting out for the West Indies, to be commanded by 
Captain l{icharc.l Salter, and my good friend Richard S. 
Tibhitg, who was my tutor in Mill Prison, was going as 
one of the mates, aud I had the offer of going as boat­
swain. We had been out about five days, and were dis­
covered by one of his most gracious majesty's frigates,.. 
which chased us from 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. under ,vhat the 
sailor:; would call a stiff and increasing breeze, and though 
our brig- was au excellent sailor she rather gained upon 
u~. \Ve wert• therefore obliged to heave off our deckload 
of l lllnher ancl then very easily escaped her. We arrived 
at Un:ulaloupe an<l then sailed for )Iontserrat, our 
captain being <lis.-;ati:5fied with the market. The British 
cruisers at thi~ time kept a sharp lookout among the ,vest 
India Islands for the Yankees, and as we went out of 
the bay we discovered a brig which had concealed herself 
beliin<l a point of land. She appeared to be in rather a 
careless situation until we had got so far from the harbor 
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that she could intercept our retreat. She then began to 
make sail and gave us chase. We had a fresh breeze and 
were running almost before the wind ; the masts and spars 
of each vessel would about bear all we could crowd upon 
them. It -was an eventful period with us, for we saw 
that she was determined to come up with us, and we bad 
every_ reason to believe she was an enemy, and that she 
had too many guns for us. I presume there never was a 

fairer chase. I do not now record the distance from 
· Goadaloupe to Montserrat, but be it more or less she 
chased 118 from one island even into the harbor of the 
other. The chase continued from 8 or 9 in the morning 
until 3 or 4 P.M. 

· -u O~r pursuer wu the brig Bee, mounting sixteen guns, 
and reputed a very fast sailer. She was within a mile of 
us when the chase began, and after having chased us 
aeveral hours a heavy squall in which she was obliged to 
douse a considerable number of her sails, brought her 
within forty rods, yet she did not fire a gun. ,v e had as 
many hands-eighteen-as was necessary to work our 
vessel, and I question whether there was ever a vessel 
worked in a more masterly manner. The same squall 
which struck the Bee in turn struck us also, but we 
having had opportunity to observe its weight and effect 
upon the privateer were better prepared for it. ,v e being 
in complete readiness, every man having a perfect knowl­
edge of his busin~ we took in our studding-sails, clewed 
up our top-gallant sails and let run our topsails, jib, and 
staysails, and immediately commenced setting them again. 
The Scorpion now left the Bee as fast as the Bee hail 
gained on the Scorpion in the time of the squall. The 
Bee, notwithstanding, hurriedly continued even into the 
harbor of Montserrat. The Bee kept French colors flying 
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during the whole chase, but I am not certain whether we 
showed any colors. We ran as near the shore as we 
dared, and let go an anchor. She came within a hundred 
yards of us, hove ship, and hailed us. While laying 
under our stern, broadside to, she had opportunity to have 
done ns considerable injury by raking us; but her com­
mander had the humanity and genel"08ity to refrain from 
injuring us except to frighten us, and more specially the 
French pilot and his boat's crew, who by this time had got 
on board and seeing the Bee.laying broadside to us, her 
ports up and guns out, were in expectation of receiving a 
broadside. Some of them jumped below and others fell 
upon their faces, crying out, 'Foo,t,re d! ARglais.' The Bee 
stood to sea again under all the sail she could set. The 
fort immediately commenced firing upon her, bot she 
seemed to bid them defiance, by hauling down her French 
oolors and displaying the English flag, and made her 
esmpe without receiving any injury." Thia-extraordinary 
chase and manoouvering must have been highly intenating 
to a disinterested spectator. Sherburne •ys they ailed 
with a cargo for Alexandria, Va., and were captured by 
his Majesty's ship Amphioo, forty guns, at two in the 
morning. " We were standing directly for each other. As 
soon as we discovered her we hove abont, but all oor 
endeavors to escape her were abortiv·e, for we were within 
musket shot. The discharge of a few of the heavy cannon 
accomplished her object. Our Captain Tibbits and three 
others continued on board the Scorpion, which was after­
ward cast away, but I believe no lives were lost. Thir­
teen of us were put on board the A mphion, and two weeb 
later we arrived at the prison-ship in New York." 

Sherburne writes : '' The war being ended, I shipped 
on board the ship Lydia, commanded by my old friend 
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O.ptain R. S. Tibbits, hound to North Carolina, then to 
Lisbon. . 

" Nothing uncommon occurred until we made the land 
on the coast of Portugal. We stood along the coast under 
easy •ii; it being toward night we did not wish to ap­
proach very near the land. The weather was very 
pleasant and the wind light. 

" The .Algerines at this time wer<• c•ommitting _depre­
dations on our commerce. lt was but little before this 
that Captain 0' Brien had been taken, who, with his crew, 
were in slavery among them a number of years. \Ve 
were in some fear of them and kept a bright lookout. I 
had gqne below at 12 o'clock and turned iu, but was not 
yet asleep. I thought I .aeard the distant :-;onnd of a 
human voice ; the captain was on deck and l.Jusy in talk­
ing. I heard the sound again, and began to feel alarn1ed, 
and waa turning out, but discovered that tlw~· heard the 
aound on deck and were _listening and looking out. The 
sound neared us fast. .All hands were imm(>1liat<•lv on . 
deck. . There was now no question but the slttmd was 
from an Algerine galley, which ,vas by this time within 
fifty yards of us. She hailed in several differf:'nt lan• 
guages, and Captain Tibbits having the l1t>lm~ then· being 
plenty of work for every one el8e, gave them indirect 
answers. Never were people more alar1ned than Wl· were 
now. Never did a crew make sail quicker ; w.. set l)ur 

. top-gallant sails, hauling our wind a little, and got , int 
our studding-sails, etc., and by this timt.~ our pur:-;u(:>r was 
within twenty yards of us. She feigne<l herself iu di:--tre1-;s, 
and designed thereby to decoy us. 8he had laid under 
the land without having any sail set, and by that means 
could not be discovered by us before night ; whih· at the 
same time she could very plainly discover us, and. having 
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discovered how we were standing, shaped her coune to 
athwart our fore foot, as the sailor would say, but &he 
being to leeward was obliged to depend upon her oan. 
She had designed no doubt to have boarded us, but when 
she ea w that we were likely to shoot by her endeavored 
to decoy us. She did not show a rag of sail until she 
had completely gained our wake, and then began a chase 
with a full press of sail. But onr ship being an excellent 
sailer we soon began to leave her, and thu by the mercy 
of God we escaped capture and slavery. She chased us 
but a very little while, and finding she wa.s no match for 
u5 in sailing gave up the chase, took in her sails, and we 
soon lost sight of her. The next day we got into _Lisbon 
and reported the circumstances of thi1 chase. There im­
mediately went out a government brig in pursuit of her, 
but I did not understand that she ever fo·und her. We 
took in a part of our cargo at Lisbon and had to go to St. 
Uues for the remainder, and were with a number of other 
vessels convoyed off the coast by a Portuguese frigate." 

The Lydia arrived safely in America with her cargo of 
salt, and Sherburne, who had been taught 1n write in 
Pl_\'mouth Prison by Tibbits, opened a school for boys 
on the Saco River, :fifty-five miles from Portsmouth, in 
.January, 17S6. He says in his Memoir,: " Had I had 
not been drawn or earried through the distressing scenes 
which I ha\·e alreadJ· related, and heen lodged in Old Mill 
Prison, I had prohably never acquired aa education suffi­
cient to have sustained these offices and to have performed 
the business which has proved so profitable 1;o me.'' 

Sherburne represented the town of Comish, where he 
kept school, at a convention held in Berwick in regard to 
public building-s. General John Frost, of the Revolu­
tionary Arn1y, was called to the chair. In September, 



JOHN SALTBB, MARINER. 

1796, Sherbume was engaged by Captain John Salter, 
then living in Washington Street, Portsmouth, Colonel S. 
Sherburne and Joseph Aharman, to lay out the township 
of Sucoess into one hundred acre lots. This township 
lies twenty miles north of the ,Vhite Hills, and is 
bounded on the east by the State of Maine. The people 
in Kittery made application to the New Hampshire asso­
ciation for some supply in preaching, and Elder Simon 
Locke was appointed to visit them in .A ugn~t, 17!*0. In 
August, 1899, the Pepperrell }'amily A.s.••:;o .. iat ion n1ade 
appli~ion to Mr. Joseph A. Locke, of Portland, to \·isit 
them in Kittery and arrange the articles of in~orporation. 
In 1803, as a result of Elder Locke'~ preachin~. ~her­
bame was ordained a minister in the Baptist Ch11r•·h, in 
his thirty-eighth year. In 1810 he was appointed as8ist­
ant marshal to take the census of Kittery, and all the 
towns from the Piscataqua .H.iver to Saco then having a 
population of sixteen thousand. In April, 182:3. Sher­
burne was in Philadelphia, and says he took the :--tt·am­
boat for Bordentown, then a stage throuih ·Trenton :tud 

Princeton to New Brunswick, and another ~team I ,ua t to 
New York. He says : " I took an opportunity to Yisit 
the navy yard, directly opposite to which fornwrly lay 
that dismal ship, the old Jersey. I passed over her re­
mains, some of which I could see lying in the bottom of 
the East River." 

Tibbits's log-book reports another voyage in war tim,'.--. 
On November 25, 1783, the British left New York~ anJ 
on Thursday, l1ay 28, 1783, the brig- ~\'ept,uw, ( '.aptain 
Shackford, left Long ,vharf, Portsmouth, and sailed to 

the West Indies with a load of lumber, which \\'·as ex­
changed for puncheons of rum, and landed in Por~mouth 
in September. In July they were in Jacmel Bay (where 
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Tibbits died in 1821); Captain Shackford was taken down 
with the fever and was sick many days. At Port .Antonio 
the Captain went ashore to the fort by desire of the com­
manding officer. Port Maria, Ocoya, Morro Castle, 

• 
Havana, and other ports are mentioned. Another log 
shows Tibbits was near Havana April 6, 1812. 

Lieutenant Tibbits was one of the first officers selected 
for the new navy of the United States. He had been 
educat.ed abroad, accustomed to the sea all his life, and was 
considered a very skilful navigator. He entered the 
service December 5, 1 i98, during the war with France . 
• John .Adams, who was then President, signed his com­
mission January 7, 1799. C. \V. Goldsborough, for Sec­
retary of the Navy, wrote hin1 four days later: "The 
President of the United States by and with the advfoe 
and consent of the Senate, has appointed you a Lieutenant 
in the Navy of the United States. You will immediately 
repair on board the ship Portsmouth, commanded by 
Daniel McNeill." The Portsmouth, twenty-four guns, 
built in Portsmouth, carried a ('rew of two hundred and 
twenty men. 

Lieutenant Tibbits died in Jacmel, Hayti, in October, 
1821. He married Sarah Frost, December 7, 1787. His 
uncle, .John Salter, n1arried her sister, Jane Frost, No­
vember 1, l i8:J. ~arah Fr{)St Tibbits, who was born 
.June 11, 17 H6, Ii n~cl fl)r man~· years in Pleasant Street, 
Portsmouth, where she died ,January 4, 1852. 
· ()n a sheet of paper that had been sent to R. S. Tibbits 

there is copied an extr-aet from J1 letter : 
" August 26, 1784. Is not this strange weather? 

\Vi9tRr absorbed the spring, and now autumn is come 
before we have summer. But let not our kindness for 
t'.ach other imitate the inconstancy of the seasons. To 
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wish you more time would not be kind, but what time 
you have you n1ust hestow npon me. Since I was here I 
have two little letters from you, and have not had the 
gratitude to write, but every man is n1ost free with his 
best friends, because he does not suppose that they will 
suspect him of intentional incivility. I thank you for 
your affectionate letter. I hope we ~hall both be the 
better for each other's friendship, and I hope we shall 
not very quickly be parted. Your letter was indeed long 
in coming, but it was very welcome. ()ur a(•quaiotance 
has now subsisted long, and our recollection of each other 
involves a great space and many little occurrences which 
melt the thoughts to tendeme~. \\" ritE:' to me therefore 
as frequently as you can.'' 

CHILDREN OF R. s. TIBBITS A~D SARAH FROST. 

First child, born April 20, 1789 ; died in infancy. 
Richard, born April 25, 1790. ~f arried, in l 82i, 

Martha W. 1\fellen, and died July 1 U, 18;3~. 
Hall, born April 25, 1790; died .January ~l, 1791. 
Sarah Chase, born }!arch ao, 1792. ~Iarried, in 1817, 

John Salter, and died April 16, 1867. 
Harriet Chase, born l\-Iarch 20, 17~5. ~Iarried, in 

1821, Benjamin Salter,'and died November 1, 1872. 
Hall Jackson, born • .\ugust 9, 1 i9i. l!a.rried, in 

1826, .Jane C. ,varner, and died August 24, 187:2. 
;Dorothy ,Jewett, born ,July 22, 1801, an<l dittJ .January 

17, 1848. 
Mary Laurin, born .. August 25, 1803 ; died July 5, 

1824. 
,vniiam Cutter, born ,July 9, 1806 ; died in ~ptember, 

18:17. 
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Eliza.beth, born July 9, 1806. liarried, in 1837, John 
Lake Salter, and died October 15, 1874. 

Caroline Augusta, born September 11, 1808. }Iar­
ried, in 1826, N. W. Merrill, and died October 18, 1877. 
Varolioe was the last survivor of the qhildren of li. S. 
Tibbits and Sarah Frost, and when she died seventeen 
nephew:-, and nieces filed their claims for the l\lcrrill 
ducats. Surrogate Calvin, after listening to an unusual 
num her of distinguished people, viz., Cardinal McCloskey, 
(}eneral ,John A. Dix, .Admiral Syh·anus \V. Godon, 
GPneral Rufus Saxton, Thurlow ,,reed, Cyrus ,v. Field, 
Stewa.rt Brown, ~Io:;e:; Taylor, and others, rejected the 
will offered for probate. • 

The brothers and sisters of Caroiine llerrill married 
and left families. H.icbard had three children : Augusta, 
Richard, and George. Hall had two children : George 
and Robert. Sarah had eight children : John, Ellen, 
Frances, ~lary, :\largery, Annie, Emily, and Augusta. 

Elizabeth Tibhit~ married, May 27, 18~li, her cousin, 
,John L , son of Titus Salter. She had four children : 
.John, E1len, Abigail, and '''"illiam. 8he died October 
15. ]~7--1 . 

. J,,hn L. ~alter, born }lay 21, 1806, in Portsn1outh, 
died in <)dell, Illinoi:.;, December 2, 1892. He married 
hi~ ~e<·onJ wif,·. llary .Jane Htll, October 7, 1875. ~he 
<li<.~d F~!i.ruar~· ti, 1877. Captain Salter then n1arried his 
si~ter-in-la w, Louisa A. Hall, September 11, 1877. She 
dit>d .January -1, 1892, and Captain Salter married again 
,J Pru:o\ha Sprague. 

\Villiam Tibbits Salter, the only surviving child of 
.John L. ~alter, was bom in Maine, went West, and now 
livtas in Lawrenceville, Illinois. He married lfary 
Elleu Holcomb, .T uly 2, 1867. She died October 23, 
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1891. On April 23, 1893, he married Lilian Mary 
ThomJ*-)D. W. T. Salter h~ had ten children : John 
Hery, married 1?.ose R<,binson. Florence l1ay, married 
Freel. Cook. Elizabeth Tibbits, married \V arren B. 
Kilgor<:. &drab Adeline, married .John B. Stout. C1ara 
LonilJe, Mary Frances, ,rilliam Rymond, Stanley ,val­
lace, George Everett, Georgie Ellen. 


