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THE ENGLISH ANCESTRY OF SDION AND 
GREGORY STONE. 

AT a meeting of the member:3 of the Stone Family held at 
}Iarshall P. Wilder Hall, No. 18 Somer~et Street, Boston, Janu­
ary 26, 1897, for the purpose of forming a Family .Associatien, the 
following lately disco1;ercJ information as to the English birthplace 
and ancestry of Simon and Gregory Stone was presented to the 
meeting; and it has been thought desirable to have it published in 
this form in order to bring it to the notice of the very large num­
ber of persons who are interested in the subject. 

By way of introduction, it will be \Yell to briefly recapitulate what 
had previously been known about Simon and Gregory Stone. 

Simon Stone embarked for New England at London, .April 15, 
1635, in the ship Increase, his age being given as fifty years. He 
brought with him, his wife Joan, aged thirty-eight years, and his 
children Frances, sixteen years ; Ann, eleven years ; Simon, four 
years; Marie, three years; John, five weeks. He settled at ,v ater­
t.own, Massachusetts. It is kno,rn. that the maiden name of Simon 
Stone's wife Joan was Clark. In the REGISTER,* X. 229, was 
published the tt Almanac memoranda" of Rev. X athan Stone of 
Southboro' ( who was the great-grantfaon of Simon Stone) in which 
he states that the wife of Simon Stone ,v-as rt Joana, daughter of :\Ir. 
William Clark," and the tt Genealog5 by Rev. Samuel "\\~ oodward 
of Weston" ( whose mother was a great-grand<laughtcr of Simon 
Stone) states tha.t tt Simon Stone married in England to a --­
Clark and after came to New England." (See REGISTER, L. 300). 

Simon Stone, after the death of his wife Joan, married for his 
second wife about 1654, Sarah, widow· of Richard Lumpkin, of 
Ipswich, Massachusetts. Simon Stone died September 22, 1665, 
aged, according to the ,v atertown Records, '' abought 80 years." 

A copy of his will is published in the REGISTER, III. 182, and 
the lliddlesex Probate Records state that the will was " exhibited 
on oath as the last will of the said Simon Stone by his brother 
Gregory Stone and Steeven Day." Here ,Ye have positive proof of 
the relationship between Simon and Gregory. 

·• REOISTB'B. throughout th~ article refers to the" Sew-England Historical and Gene­
alogical .Regiater." 



The exact time of Gregory Stone's coming to New England has 
not been discoyered, but it was at about the same time as ::,,i1non's. 
His name is on the list of Townsmen of ,v atertown, February 28, 
1636-7, bv.t he finally settled at Cambri<lgc, )la~sachu.sett8. He 
&11d Simon appeare<l together aml took the :Frecn1an's oath )fay 25, 
1636. His dwelling in Ca1nbri<lge ·was only a little more than a 
mile cfu;tant fro1n that of his brother Sin1on, whose estate in ,, .. ater­
town was just on the boundary line between ,v atertown and Cam­
bridge. Rev. Jonathan llitchell's li~t of the original men1ber8 of 
the ·Church of Cambridge gi,·es Gregory Stone's fiunily as follows: 
"Gregory Stone, Deacon of this church, and Lydia, his "-ife. 
Children John, Daniel, DaYi<l, Elizabeth, Samuel and 8arah. Also 
John Cooper~ son of the ·aforesaid Ly<lia, and Lydia :Fiske her 
daughter." '\Ve know, therefore, that Gregory's wife Lydia had 
previously been married to --- Cooper, by whom she had had 
two children, John and Lyclia. Gregory Stone died at Can1bri<lge, 
November 30, 1672. Savage's Genealogical Dictionary gives his 
age at death as eighty years, which is correct, as will he shown 
further on~ Ther-e are now no ,original Cambridge Town Records 
in existence which contain a record of his death, but the ::\I:<l<llesex 
County Records contain a copy of a return made to the County by 
the Town Clerk of Camhri<lge "·hich gives the following record 
of his death : · "Gregory Stone, Deacon of the Church at Cambi" 
aged 82 years died Novemb. 30th

, 1672." The age here given 
should haYe been eighty years, as I stated above. The or~ginal of 
this return is not in existence so far as I have been able to di8cover. 
The error in -Gregory Stone's age may, therefore, have come fr-om 
a mistake in copying it onto the County Records, or, what is more 
probable, the Cambridge Town Clerk gave , ... hat he thought was 
Gregory Stone'a age without taking the trouble to ha\·e it verified 
by the family. :Ko one who has had much experience in examining 
our early records can have failed to ha,·e been struck by the inac­
curacy of very many of the age:3 of deceased per8ons when such 
ages are given o_n the recor<l8. )Iy o\\~n opinion is that, in a great 
number of cases when the Town Clerk put down the age, it was 
only intended to be approximate. A copy of Deacon Gregory 
Stone's will is given in the REGISTER, VIII. 6~. 

The first clues we have as to the English home of Sin1on and 
Gregory Stone were discovered by )Ir. H. G. Somcrby a number 
of years ago. He found from the Suhsi<ly Roll~ that Simon Stone 
in 1630 was ta.."'ted for land in Boxted, E8~ex Co., England. X ow, 
as already stated, Simon Stone's secon<l ,\·ife was the widow of 
Richard Lumpkin, ·of Ipswich, ~!as~achusetts, and we know from 
her will ( see REGISTER, 'VIII. 71) that she came from Boxtctl, in 
~ngland. Ipswich, in those days, "·as remote from Watertown, 
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and as Richard Lumpkin apparently settled at Ipswich immediately 
on his arrival in New England, it seems evident that Simon Stone 
must previously have known his second wife in England and that he 
is identical with the Simon Stone of Boxted whose name appears on 
the Subsidy Rolls. 

Mr. Somerby also found, on examining the Parish Registers of 
Nayland, Suffolk Co., England, that Gregory Stone had been a 
resident of that place before coming to X ew England. N ayland, 
Suifolk Co., is on the bank of the river Stour, which forms the 
boundary between Suffolk and Essex, and is only three miles distant 
from Boxted in Essex. The following extracts from the Pariah 
Register of Nayland were made by the writer on a vi.sit to that 
plare in 1892: 

1617. Julie. 

1618. July 
1620 August 
1622. Septem : 
162!. October 

1626 Ang: 
" " 

The 20 daie wer mar Gregory Stonne and Margaret 
Garrad. 

The last daie was bapt John, sonne of Gregory. S~onne 
The 15 day was hap. Daniel ye sonne of Gregory Stone 
22 was bapt David ye sonne of Gregorie Stone. 
3. was hap. Elizabeth, the daughter of Gregory Stone 

4 was buryed Margrett, the wife of Gregory Stone. 
6 was buryed Elizabeth the daughter of Gregory Stone 

1628 March 6 was hap Elizahethe the daug: of Gregoria Stone 
1630 February 4 daie was bapt. Samuell soune of Gregory Stone 
1632 Feby. 8 was bapt Sarah <laughter of Gregory Stonne. 

There can be no doubt that the above Gregory Stone of N ayland, 
Suffolk Co., England, and Gregory Stone of Cambridge, ~Iassa­
chusetts, are the same. The Nayland Register show·s that Gregory 
Stone was married twice ; that his first wife, l\largaret Garrad, was 
the mother of his first three children, John, Daniel and David ; and 
that the mother of the other three, Elizabeth, Hamuel and Sarah, was 
his second wife, whom we know, as already stated, to haYe been the 
widow Lydia Cooper. The record of the marriage of Gregory 
Stone and widow Lydia Cooper has not been discovered, to my 
knowledge, but there is very little doubt that she was from Dedham, 
Essex Co.~ which is distant about eight miles from Nayland. (See 
REGISTER, XIX. 126). . 

Simon and Gregory Stone. have thus both been located in Eng­
land not long before _they came to this country, Simon at Boxted in 
Essex and Gregory at Nayland in Suffolk; bu,t previous to that time 
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the name of Stone does not once appear on the Parish Registers of 
either Boxted or Nayland. It is evident, therefore, that they were 
bom elsewhere and moved there from some other place. What that 
other place wae is the purpose of this article to show. 

In the REGISTER for January, 1896, in ~Ir. Henry F. 1Vatcrs's 
« Gleanings from English Reconls," appears the will of ,\rilliam 
Littlebury, of Dedham, Essex Co., England, dated July 20, 1571, 
in which he mentions "a messuage in l\Iuch Bromley now in the 
occupation of John Stone." ~Iuch Bromley, or, as it is now called, 
Great Bromley, Essex Co., is only about nine or ten miles ti-om 
Boxted and Nayland, and the fact that there was a Stone family living 
there in 1571 marked it as a place worth investigating for po85ihle 
traces of Simon and Gregory. lloreover, on writing to _jfr. ,v aters, 
I found that he had discovered the wills of a Symond Ston of ]Iuch 
Bromley, dated 1558, and of a Gregri Ston of )Iuch Bromley, dated 
1610. Here were extremely promising clues, and lliss Emma 
M. Walford, the well known geaealogist of London, was at once 
employed to examine the Parish Registers of liuch Bromley. The 
results of her search are given below, and include every entry or"" the 
name of Stone from the beginning of the Registers in 1559, to 1660. 
The Registera of Buriab previous to 1725 are unfortunately miss-. 
mg. 

B.A.PTISMS. 1559-1680 inclusive. 

1560 22 Dec. Thomas Stone son of George Stone 
1562 1 No~. John " . 
1563 25 Dec. Martha " 
1564 16 Jan. liargaret " [father's name not given]. 
1567 28 July Francis " 
1568 21 July David " 
1568 6 Jan. John " son of Gregory Stone 
1569 1 Nov. Susan " dau. of John " 
1569 10 .Mar. llargery " " " Davie " 
1570 23 July Francis " " " Gregorye ~' 
1571 2 Feb. Elizabeth " " " Davie " 
1572 7 Sept. An " " " Gregory " 
1573 6 Dec. John " son " Davie " 
1576 12 May Francia " dau" Davie " 
1578 14 Sept. Frances ,. .. " Richard and Joane 
1578 28 Sept. Matthew " son " Davie Stone 
1579 10 Jan. Parnel " dau" Grigorie & Elizabeth 
1580 21 Aug. Mercie " " " Richard & Joane 
1580 19 Mar. Agnis ,, ,. " Davy Stone 
1583 16 Mar. Agnis Stone dau. of Richard Stone 
1585 25 Ap. Mary Stone dau. of Gregory Stone & Elizabeth his 

wife 
1685-6 9 Feo. Simond ,, ion of Dm:ie Stone ~ Ur1ly hu v,ife 



1586 
1588 
1588 
1588 
1588 
1591\ 
1590 
1590 
1591 
1591 

9 Oct. 
9 April 

21 " 
2 June 

18 Oct. 
1 April 
4: Oct. 

11 Oct. 
9 June 

10 Oct. 

'Z 

John Stone son of Henry Stone 
llary " dao of Richard Stone the elder 
Elizabeth " " " Henry " 
Ursly " " " David Stone & Ursley his wife 
Bridget " " " Gregorye " 
Richard " son " Henry " 
Susan " dau " Richard '' 
Mary " " " David " 
John '' aon " Richard " the younger 
Richard " " " '' " '- elder 

" aene & perozed by William Bussard Carat William [M] Harris 
Henrie [X] Stone Churchwardens." 

1592 
1592-
1592 
1592 
1594: 
1594: 
1594: 
1596 
1597 
1597 
1599 
1600 
1601 
1606 
1611 
1621 
1635 
1639 
1636 

1~60 
1566 
· 1511 · 
1577 
1581 
1583 

1586 
1585 -
1587 
1589 
1590 
1592 

19~p. 
23 Ap. 
17 Dec. 
13 Mar. 
28 Ap. 
26 Jan. 
25 Feb. 
S Feb. 
5 June 
5 1,eb. 

24Ap. 
10 Aug. 
11 Oct. 
6 July 

20 Jan. 
1 Oct. 

13 Sept. 
5 June 

16 Oct. 

Gregoru Stone son of David Si.one 
Henrie '' " " Henrie " 
Davie " " " Davie " 
William " " " Richard " 
William " " " Henrie " 
Elizabeth '' dau " David " 
Mary " " " Richard " 
John Stone son of David Stone the younger 
Susan " dau. " Henry " 
Margene " " " Richard " 
Marie " " " Henrie & llargerie his wife 
Richard " son " Richard Stone . 
Anne Stoune dau. " Henery " 
Simon Ston son " l\latthew " 
Francu,e " dau. " Simon~ Joane his wife -
Marg · " " " " " ., " '-
John " son " John & l\Iary his wife 
Susan " dau. " Richard & Susan his wife 
Mary " " " Simon & Ann his wife. 

MARRIAGES. 1559-1660 inclusive. 

25 Jan" 
10 _July 

4 April 
13 Oct. 
12 Nov. 
30 Sept. 

23 Aug. 
• 4 Nov. 
. 17 ~lay 

12 June· 
26 Nov. 

3 Dec. 

Thomas Stone and Joane Pakeman 
Dane " " ElizalJeth H~ 
Thomas Clarke " Joune Stone 
William Stone tooke to wife Al fee U nckle 
John Laveren and ltlercy Stone wer maried. 
Richard Stones. of John Stone was married 

[ wife's name not given.] 
Dane Storie was married [wife's name not g1:ve11..] 
He~ry St.one and l\Iargeri Church ~ere maried. 
John Sparling, widower, & Alyce Stone were married . 
John Breckton & Rose Stone wer mariP-d 
David Stone the yonger & ffrancis \Vest wer maried. 
Edward Brigs was ma.ried to llarie Stone, widow. 



1600 

1601 
1602 
1606 
1607 
1610 
1616 
1616 
1620 
1627 

1631 

1635 

1654 

8 

9 Sept. { John Upshore & Francis Stone were married in 
our parish Church. 

10 Sept. William Churche & Anna Stoun were married. 
29 Dec. llatthew Stone & llirable Crooke " " 

9 Sept. Thomas ·Rawlins & Anna Ston " " 
8 Feb. John Hecford & Parnell Stone " " 

14 :&lay William Church & ursula Stone " " 
10 July William Tawler & Marie " " " 
5 ~ug. Symo11d &one~ Joan Clarice " · " 
8 A~g. Richard Cuttinge & Susan Stone " " 

81 Jan. Richard Stone, singleman & Susan Nicholl, single-

24 Jan. 

28 July 

28 Oct. 

woman 
Richard Stone, widower & He1Iena Gudday, single­

woman 
Simonde " and Anne Leecke [ this name was very 

badly written.] 
Joseph Paydefoot, singleIIJan & Susan Stone, single­

woman 

Here we have without question, the record of the baptism of 
Simon Stone of Watertown, l\Iassachusetts, and of Gregory Stone 
of ~ambridge, }Iassachusetts. "'\\ ... e know that Simon Stone of 
Watertown was aged '~abought 80 years" in September, 1665; and 
we have here the baptism of Simon Stone, February 9, 1585-6. 
We know that his wife's maiden name was Joan Clarke ; and we 
have here the marriage of Simon Stone and Joan Clarke, August 
5, 1616. We know that his daughter Frances was sixteen years 
old in April, 1635; and we have here the- baptism of Francisse 
Stone, daughter of Simon and Joan hls wife, January 20, 1618-9. 

As to Gregory, his baptism, April 19, 1592, agrees with his age 
as given by Savage, who says he was eighty years old when he died 
in 1672; besides, if the identification of Simon is con1plcte, as it 
most certainly is, it follows that that of Gregory is complete also, 
since we know that Simon and Gregory were brothers. 

It will be noticed that Simon and his family disappear from the 
Registers after the birth of his daughter l\Iary, October 1, 1621. 
He must have removed to Boxtcd between that <late and the birth 
of his daughter Ann, who was born about 1624 since she was eleven 
years old in 1635. The daughter l\Iary, who was baptized in 1621, 
evidently died young, as he brought to New England another daugh­
ter Mary, or l\farie, who was three years old in 1635. 

Gregory also is mi8sing from the Registers after his baptisn1, and 
it is to be presumed that he went from l\Iuch Bromley to Nayland 
some time before his marriage at the latter place in 161 7. 

I now gh·e the following wills of the Sten es of ~! uch Bromley, 
which· apparently carry the line back four generatious beyond Simon 
and Gregory. · 
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The first will, that of Symond Stone of lluch Bromley, is in the 
possession of the British :\Iu8cum, and ,vas first called to my notice 
by }Ir. Elliot Stone of Ri\·erdale, New York City, who has <lcYoted 
an immense amount of time and labor to investigating the hi:;tory 
of the Stone family, and who contributed an article on the ... .\.ncestry 
of ,villiam Stone, Governor of :\Iaryland, to the REGISTER, XLIX. 
314. He found an abstract of the will in the recently published 
"Catalogue of the Stowe Collection of :\Ianuscripts in the Brit~h 
Museum, Vol. 1." 

Last summer, ·11r. Charles Francis Stone, of New York City, 
was in England and obtained a few photographs of the original will, 
and from one of these I have transcribed the following copy : 

In the name of god amen The XII day of may the yere of ower lord 
God a .M CCCCC VI I Symond Stone of lloche Brymley of the diocese 
of london beyng in hole mynde make my testamet and last wyll in the 
forme follo~ing First I bequeth my soule to god all mygthy to ower lady 
Sent mary and to alle saynts and my body to be beride in the chirche of 
lfoche Brymley foresaide ltm I bequeyth to the bye awter there for 
my tithes negligentely forgotyn a cowe or ellys VI s. VIII d. for yt 
Itm I bequeth to the warke of poulys [ i. e. St. Paul's, London J XII d. 
ltm I orden and make myn executors Elizabeth my wyf Davy my son and 
John Bradfyld and Sr "lYilliam Fareway p son [i.e. parson] of Brymley 
aforesaide supervi:ror of this u:iy testamet and last wyll also I wyll that Davy 
Stone my son have my tenamet called Godewyus with aIJe the appertenaunce 
to the same belongy11g to hym his heyrs and assignes for evyrmore after the 
condicion that the saide Davy shall pay to his moder dury1!g her lyf yerely 
-VI s. VIII d. and after her disses I wyll that he kepe or cause to be 
kept a yerely obyte by the space of XX yers to the valure of Xs. by yere 
for the welth of my s0ttle my wyfys soule and a.He cristeu soules Also I 
wyll that Water my son have my tenament in Ardeleigh called \Va.lies to 
hym and to his heyrs or assigns for evyr payng yerely to his moder II[ s. 
also I wyll that hiihyll IDJ son have II keyn or ellys XIII! s for them 
V yowen and V lambys ltm I wyll that \V illiam my son have II keyn 
or ellys XIII Is. for them Itm I require and charge my coffesys [ i .. e. 
cofeoffees] that they delivr a sufficieut astate [i.e. statement J accordynge to 
my wyll when so evyr they be requiryd The resi<lewe of alle my goods not 
bequethyd I gyf and bequeth to Eliza.beth my wif and to Davy ~tone my 
son to dispose they as they thynk most pleasure to god anti health to my 
soule. These wytness John Stoue John Newman aud \Villiam Litylbery 
and the forsaide parson with other. 

The will was preb~ted February 10, 1510. 

The next two wills were discovered by ~Ir. Henry F. Waters, 
who has kindly furnished the following abstracto. They had hith­
erto escaped the search of parties looking for Stone will:3 in .England 
because they were in bundles of wills that had never been indexed. 
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SJmond Ston, of Mach Bromeley 28 July, 1558(?). To wife Agnes 
tenement called Hunts (copy and free) for life. then to eldest son John, he 
to pay Davy his brother 15th in 7 years after decease of Agnes his mother; 
remainder to Davy-he to pay to his brother Richard, &c. To wife Agnes 
6 acres called the Leez for life; then to son Richard and his heirs for ever. 
llesidue to wife Agnes, and if she die in her widowhood then among my 3 
children. Wife and son John, Executors. 

Gregri Stc>n, of' ~Iuch Bromley, 1 April, 1610. To son John "honse 
and land where I now dwell called Goodenes" provided wife Elizabeth 
have rent of said houses, or eighth a year for Iif e and also 2 rooms to her 
dwelling; twentieth to daughter Ann Church, twentieth to daughter Parnell 
_Heckford. To Michell Brege, son of daughter Frances Brege, fifth at age 
of 24. Wife and son John Executors. 

On the information furnished by these wills and by the Much 
Bromley Registers, I have ventured to offer the following tentative 
pedigree of the ancestors of our Simon and ~regory Stone : 

Symond1 Stone = Elizabeth 
of Huch Bromley, E~sex. I · 
Made will May 12~ 1506. 

I I I I 
Davids Stone= Walter.2 Mihyll.'.1 WUJiaro.2 

? 
. I 

Eldest son of David2 ? = 

I 
I 

Gregory' Stone 
of Much Bromley. 

Made will April 1, 1610. 

I 
Simon• Stone, 

bapt. F~~- 9, 1585-6; 
settled in Watertown, 

Mass. . 

I 
Symond' Stone= Agnes 

of Mach Bromley, Essex. I 
.Made will Joly 28, 1558. · 

J m. Aog. 23, 1585. 
David Stone = Ursula (2d wife). 

Hem. 1st, July 10, 1566, I 
Elizabeth Hewit. 

I 
Ursula.• 

- r 
Mary.• 

I 
Gregory5 Stone, 

bapt. April 19, 1592; 
settled in' Cambridge, 

Mass. . 

The will of Symond [ i. e. Simon J Stone, 3 given above, namee 
three sons, John, Davy [ i. e. David] a~d Richard. These are cer­
tainly the John, David and Richard Stone who appear on the lfueh 
Bromley Registers as fathers of families. We find that David• 
married Elizabeth Hewitt iR 1566. We also find that David, the 
Tather of our Simon and Gregory, was married August 23, 1585, 
his wife's name not given; but we know from the baptisms of his 
children that her Christian name was Ursula. Now, I take it that 
the David Stone, who .married Elizabeth Hewitt, and David the 
husband of Ursula, ~ere one and the same person, the marriage to 
Ursula being a second marriage ; an.d that the father of Simon~ and 
Gregory• was consequently the son of Simo~.3 There are sev~ral 
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reasons f'or thinking that David4 was twice married. In the first 
place, in all the material thus brought to light concerning the ~luch 
Bromley Stones, we have found mention of O_!!ly one David Stone 
who was old enough to be likely to marry in l'ti85, viz: David,' the 
eon of Simon.~ Again, if there had been two adult Davids at lluch 
Bromley at that time, it is probable, judging from the other entries 
on the Registers, that they would have been distinguished from each 
other by one being called ft the elder," the other '' the younger," or 
in 80me such way. Richard Sto~e, who was married September 30, 
1583, is called ft the son of John~" to distinguish him from his uncle 
Richard, who was the son of Simon. 3 

Ac,aain, David, the husband of Elizabeth Hewitt, named one 0£ 
his daughters Agnes, after his mother, the wife of Simon. 1 David, 
the husband of Ursula, named one of his son9 Simon, presumably 
for his father Simoni; which goes to show that David,4 the son of 
Simon, 1 was the husband of first Elizabeth Hewitt and afterwards 
of Ursula. 
. Finally, Simon, 1 the son of David, had children named John and 

Frances. It is significant that David' and Elizabeth had children. 
bearing these same names, and it seems re~onable to suppose that 
Simon• ~hose these names for his children because they were the 
names of his br.lther and sister,--or, to be exact, his half brother 
and half sister. 

If these premises are admitted then the line is" established hack to 
Simon.a · 

John, the s·on or Simon, 1 is named executor or his father' 8 will m. 
1558. He was, therefore, then of full age. His father, therefore, 
was probably not married later than about 1535, and w~s proba­
bly born not later than about 1510. · 

Now, Simon,1 in his will made in 1506, names his son David1 

executor. Davia,' therefore, was then of full age, a.nd it seems 
likely from the nature of the bequests to them, that his other sons 
were also adults. From the probable date of the birth of Simon, 2 

there is e,very reason to believe that he was the son of one of these 
sons of Simon 1 

; and, as Simon3 named one of his sons David, it 
seems fair to presume that he was the son of David. 1 I think it 
nn)ikely that he was the son of \V alter1

, because ,v alter' inherited 
hie father's tt tenement called "'\Valles" in Ardleigh, and his sons, if 
he had any, would be likely to be found located at Ar<lleigh rather 
than at lluch Bromley. · 

Referring now to the will of Gregory,4 made in J61_0, we find 
~t he bequeathed to his son John the "house and Jarid where I 
now dwell called Goodenes." There can be no question that this is 
the « tenement called Go<lewyns " which Simon I bequeathed to his 
eldest son David. 1 It appears very probable that David I bequeathed 
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it to Ais eldest son, who in tum· passed it on to hia son Gregory.' 
The fact that David• named one of his sons Gregory ( which was a 
rather unusual name) would seem to indicate a very near relation­
ship between Da,·id• and Gregory,' and to my n1ind is pretty strong 
evidence that Da·vid,' like Gregory,' was a direct descendant of 
Simon.• 

There is one other very interesting document in ·w-hich the Stones 
of }fuch Bronuey agure, which, like the will of Simon, I was 
bro¾abt to my notice by l\[r. Elliot Stone of Riverdale, Xcw York 
City. In the Essex Archreological Society's Transactions, New 
Series, Vol. I, was published a nun1ber of Inventories of church 
goods belonging to Essex parishes, taken in the reign of E<lwanl 
VI. with a view to confiscation by the Crown. Among these is an 
Inventory of the ft vestments and all other ornaments belonging to 
the Churche of lloche Bromley, - made in the syxte year of the 
reign of King Edward the Syxte " ( 1553). ,v e learn from· this 
Inventory that Rob~rt Stone and Symond Stone "~ere then Church­
wardens. The Symond Stone here named must have been Sim, n. 3 

It is also stated that "Robt. Stone owvth to the church £ 4 - 6 ., 
and that, in the first year of King Edward VI., ~, John l\Ionte ~e 
elder & John Lyteller, then being churchwardens, with the consent 
of John Estewood and John Stone the elder and othera':- sold a 
"crosse of Sylver, a Senser and a Chalys p'cell gylte." 

In conclusion, it must be home in mind that it is by no means 
claimed that the above line of descent of Simon and Gregory Stone· 
from Si,uon St~ne1 is fully and satisfactorily established. It is 
based mainly on the recurrence of the same Christian names in suc­
Ct:SSive generations of the family, and for absolute proof, or rP-futa­
tioo, of its authenticity we need the wills of David,' a.id of David, 1 

Walter/ liihyll' and ,villiam. 1 It is very much to be hoped that 
~. Waters's future investigations will bring to light these wills, or 
aome of them. 


