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INTRODUCTION 

EvERY genealogist knows that some families arc interesting, 
entertaining and even exciting to study while others arc dull 
and tedious. Unhappily, I found the Spears of Braintree to be 
in the latter category. The second and third generations of this 
family were eminently respectable, on a sound middle-class level, 
but there are no il1uminating court cases, no neighborhood scan
dals, no military exploits and only a minimum of wills in the 
records, and as a result few of these early Spears "come alive." 
A succession of fence-viewers, trading in Braintree farm land, 
is all that the town and county books produce. To toil through 
the many Spear deeds in the Suffolk County registry required 
more time than I was prepared to give, so I turned the task over 
to Miss Marion C. Reed, a Boston genealogist, who attacked it 
in a scientific spirit but in the end confessed that she found the 
early Spears as wearying as I did. Miss Reed's report will be 
given to the library of the New England Historic-Genealogical 
Society. 

Miss Reed and I are not the first to attempt an account of 
the Spears. There is a tentative manuscript genealogy by E. E. 
Jackson in the library of the New England Historic-Genealogi
cal Society, written in 1905, and in 1938 a book entitled "The 
Speare Family"* appeared. Little can be said to its credit. 
Here are the hazy and unscientific account of the origin of the 
name and the family, the coat-of-arms to which no legitimate 
claim can be mad~ and the explanation of its "meaning," and 
an infuriating lack of standard arrangement-all too common 
faults. As to the genealogical judgment displayed by the com
pilers it is sufficient to point out only one of several possible 
examples. On pages 48 and 49 a mother and daughter are stated 
to have made one Joseph Green a doubly happy bridegroom on 
the very same day-a most immoral proceeding. 

Of the twenty families that make up the ancestry of Annis 
Spear, four others have been the subject of full-scale genealo
gies-Tower, Chase, \Vhcclcr and Andrews. The Chase bookt 
is one of the outstanding American genealogies in every re-

* The Speure Fumi/.y, by C. L. and Sceva Speare, Rutlantl, Vt., 193H. 
t The Descendants of Aqnil{t and ThO'llws Chase, by John Carroll Chase an<l 

George Walter Chamberlain, Derry, N. II., rn2H. 



Introduction 

spcct and the Tower book* is a sound, simple and workmanlike 
job. The Andrcwst and Wheeler+ books, while they do not come 
up to the Chase standard, are honest factual accounts and arc 
free from the happy imaginings which mar too many books of 
this class. 

Portland, Maine 
July 20, 1945 

WALTER GOODWIN DAVIS. 

* Tower (;enealurJ?I, by Charlemagne Tower, Cambridge, Mass., 1891. 
t History of the Andrews Famil'!I, by H. Franklin Andrews, Audubon, Iowa, !H911. 

t History of 1/ie Wh"ela F(tticily in America, by Albert Gallatin Wheeler. Boston. 
!\Ia:-.~ .• 1914. 
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THE ANCESTRY OF 

ANNIS SPEAR 

SPEAR 

1. GEORGE SPEAR was born, presumably in England, about 
the year Hil:3. He is first found in New England records in 1644 
when on April 21 his daughter Mary was baptized in Roxbury, 
the parson stating that the father was "of the church of Bran
tree." Spear's wife was named :Mary, and, as William HPath of 
Roxbury mentioned his daughter Mary Spere in his will in 1652, 
it is obvious that Mary (Heath) Spear had gone to her own 
home for the birth of her first child, as was a common custom, 
and had offered the baby for baptism at the hands of her fam
ily's friend and parson, Reverend John Eliot, "the Apostle to 
the Indians." George was the only Spear in New England in 
these early decades of the seventeenth century with, or without, 
a wife named Mary. 

George Spear took the Freeman's Oath on May 29, 1644. 
One of the principal landed proprietors of Braintree was 

Captain ·William Tyng, a Boston merchant, and Spear occupied 
one of his farms as a tenant. When Tyng died his estate was 
divided on March 28, 1661, among four daughters, and the 
share of Anne, wife of Reverend Thomas Shepherd, included 
"one Messuage liing and being in the Town of Braintree in New 
England aforesaid together with all houses, edifices, buildings, 
barnes, yardes, lands, meadowes, pastures feedings, commons, 
profits and cornodities whatsoever to the said messuage ... 
in the occupation and by lease in the hands of George Spcare 
of braintry ."* The town had allowed him a "driftway" for 
driving his cattle across other land belonging to Tyng in 1652 
and in Tyng's inventory of 16,53 cattle at George Spere's farm 
arc listed. 

"George Spcerc Aged forty yeares or theare aboutes" testi
fied on ,January 24, 1653, that about the end of April or begin
ning of May, 1652, he had paid to John Hardman two cows 

* Suffolk Deerls, IV: 0. 



4 The Ancestry of Annis Spear 

valued at £10: 10: 00 upon Mr. William Awhry's note to Mr. 
Rawson and Mr. Rawson's order to Spear, "which was for 
clcareinge of a debte I owed to Capt. \Villiam Tinge."* 

In 1662 Spear had moved, or was contemplating moving, to 
a place called Bogstow by the Indians, later incorporated as 
Sherborn, for his name appears on the petition of the inhabi
tants "for liberty to be a town."t This venture was of short dur
ation, however, and he was soon back in Braintree if, indeed, he 
ever left it. 

Although no deeds granting him land are of record, Spear 
may have owned some Braintree property for on 12 December 
20 Chas. II "George Spec res meadow neare rock ,Island bridge" 
is mentioned.! Apparently he had also participated in town 
grants of common lands, for in 1672 he sold to Robert Badcock 
of Mill Town for £50 over one hundred acres in four lots, two 
being in the great meadow, one on the west side of the Charles 
river beyond Medfield at the place commonly called Bogistow 
and the fourth "in Natick's bounds."§ 

Mary, wife of George Spear, died in Braintree December 7, 
1674. His second wife, whom he married April 27, 1675, was the 
widow Mary (Newcomb) Deering who died in Braintree August 
1, 1678. In his old age he married the widow Elizabeth Gent of 
New Dartmouth in the Province of Maine, presumably in Bos
ton where she had taken refuge with her children during the 
Indian Wars.II 

Spear had as servant a Scot named Henry McKenney, aged 
twenty-one, in 1651. After King Philip's war the colonial gov
ernment sold Indian captives as slaves, Capt. Hull acting as 
selling agent, and George Spear bought an Indian boy for £2. 
Two years later the government reversed its policy, reclaimed 
the captives, and the boy was taken away by the Braintree con
stable. Spear petitioned for redress and obtained twenty nobles. 
In his petition, dated March 6, 1678/9, he stated that he had 
"be~towcd two yceres care & education [ on the Indian boy] to 
prepare him for my service which tooke good efect he being 
brought to be very tractable & hopefull to be very serviceable." 

* Supreme Jucticial Court, Suffolk County, No. 184. 
t Massachusetts Archives, 112: 136. 
t Suffolk Deeds, V: 527. 
§ Suffolk Deeds, VIII: I. 
II It is quite impossible that Robert Spear of Brunswick, Maine, who lived in the 

lirst half of the eighteenth century, could have been a son of George and Elizabeth 
(lieut) Spear. Elizabeth had a son by her first hnsband born in or about 1642, and 
her child-bearing years must have long passed by the time of her marriage to Spear 
which took place after August, 1678. Robert Spear was in all probability an Ul,.;ter
man, as were many of his contemporaries in the Kennebec region. 
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When the constable took him it was "sore against the boys will 
who cried and strove to his utmost against it & I believe rather 
have lost his life then to have gone from me ... I had so gained 
on his afections." As to the boy's value, Spear said "I esteemed 
him better than the best black that I could have bought which 
would have cost ncere 30£."* 

Spear took the Oath of Allegiance on October 29, 1Gi8. 
After his third marriage he went to N cw Dartmouth with his 

wife and occupied the Gent property. He was still living there 
on May 21, 1688, when, calling himself husbandman, he sent a 
petition to Sir Edmund Andros, Governor of New England, 
stating that his wife's first husband, John Gent, was an ancient 
inhabitant of New Dartmouth, owning much land, before the 
Indian ,var, and was "cast away" while his family was in Bos
ton, that he, Spear, had married the widow, returned to New 
Dartmouth when it was newly settled, bringing much stock with 
him, and that now being "very Antient" he wishes to have his 
two sons Samuel and Nathaniel Spear live near him and to sec 
them settled while he is yet alive, and therefore he asks that 
they be granted one hundred and fifty acres apiece as near to 
the town as may be, by His Majesty's patent and at a moderate 
quit-rent. This hopeful plan was never consummated. Less than 
four months later, on September 5 and 6, 1688, New Dartmouth 
was attacked by a strong force of Indians, and, although all 
but a few of the inhabitants were able to reach the safctv of the 
garrison and eventually escaped to the westward, ali of the 
houses and buildings were burned and the place was completely 
deserted for thirty years. George Spear, who must have been 
about seventy-five years old at the time of this attack, is not 
heard of again. 

Elizabeth Spear's name appears on the schedule of witnesses 
against Sir Edmund Andros, Kt., late Governor of New Eng
land, upon his overthrow in Hi89; 

"Elizabeth Speer-about Sir Edmunds goeing in lhc llose ffriggot to 
Casteent & Robbing him of his goods & bringing them to l'cmiquid. 

about telling her that lhere would he warr & that before ther was any 
talk of it in the Towne where She lived. and about his ordering the Scatter
ing farmers [to] come neere together, before they heard of the warr with 
the Indians 

about the Indians comeing to their Town called Dartmouth in a hostill 
manner after Sir Edmund Plundered Casteen, & not hefore 

about Sir Edmunds saying he would make Doston people speak & [torn] 
too hefore he had done with them."+ 

* Massachusetts Archives. :rn: 2-U. 
t Baron Jean Vincent de Castine. 
:j: Massachusetts Archives. 35: 2!rn. 
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Children, born in Braintree, by first wife:* 
i. MARY, hapt. in lloxbury, April 21, 16,H, "the daughter of Georµ: 

Specre of the Church of Brantree"; probably d. young. 
ii. SARA II, b. May 11, Hi47; m. by Mr. Edward Tyng ,Tune 17, rnn, 

to George Witty. 
iii. SAllIUF.L, b. Oct. 15, l652; d. June 5, 1654. 

2. iv. EBID,EZER, b. Aug. 3, 1654. 
v. HAN.>1A11. b. March :rn, 1656; d. May 10, lri68. 

!l. vi. SAMUEL, b. ,Tan. 16, 1G58(9). 
4. vii. NATHANH:L, b. May 1.5, 166.5. 

viii. HANNAH, h. Sept. 6, Hi71; m. by Lieut. Col. Quincy Dec. 28, 1694, 
to Simon Tiryant. Hannah nryant, daughter of Georg-e Spear, 
deceased, nwne<l the covenant of the Braintree church May 1 (i, 
1697. 

Ry second wife: 
ix. M11nv. h. ,Tunr :l, rnrn; rn . .Tan. 3, 1703, Nathaniel Mil]<;. 
x. E1.rnz1-:n, h. ancl cl . .July 24, 1678. 

2. E1rn-r-rn,mR2 
SvEAR (George') was born in Braintree Au

gust 3, 16:34. He was marricd on ,July 16, 1679, by Mr. Joseph 
Dudlcy to Rachcl Deering, the daughter of his step-mother. 
Rachel Spear died in Braintree October 16, 1717. His second 
wife, to whom he was married in 1718 by Rev. Samuel Niles, 
was Mary (Bass) (Webb) Copeland, with whom he made a pre
nuptial agreement on Ma v 12, 1718.t She was the widow of 
Christopher Webb and Wiiliam Copeland. Spear died in Brain
tree March 21, 1719. His widow was living on February 24, 
1724/5, when she sold land. 

Spear took the Oath of Allegiance on October 29, 1678. On 
,T anuary 10, 1697 /8, he signe<l the agreement of the men of 
Braintree to defend the ancient rights of the town against the 
claims of Bo,-ton. He was chosen the town's highway surveyor 
in 1701, 1709/10 and 1713/4. In 1712/3 he was elected con
stable and positively refused to serve, but "that very day better 
considered & accepted & was sworn." 

Spear sold land with an old house thereon in the north pre
cinct, now Quincy, to Nat.hanicl Owen in 1702.t In 1715 he 
deeded to his son Joseph part of the homestead farm in the 
south precinct, now Ran<lolph, and in 1717 he conveyed other 
land to his sons Benjamin and Samuel.§ 

* lt is interesting that none of the sons or the seventeen Spear gran<l:-:oJJs of 
Georg-c Spear was givr-n his baptismal nnme. This was, of course. the result of llw 
chang-e from the Establishecl Church to Puritanism which favored Bible names for 
babies. 

t Suffolk Deeds. 37: 29, + Suffolk Deeds. 29: 29. 
§ Suffolk Deeds. 29: 9H: 33: 220; 40: 125. 
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Nathaniel Spear was appointed administrator of the estate 
of his father, Ebenezer Spear, late of Braintree, husbandman, 
on May 25, 1719, Peter Adams and Benjamin Spear being his 
bondsmen. He presented an inventory on the same day, but his 
account was not offered until October 31, 1726. * 

Children, born in Braintree: 
,;, Em-::>.Ezi:R, b. June 27, lo80. 

i. MARY, b. June 10, lo82; m. Jan. 13, 1708, Ephraim Jones. 
ii. SA111UEL, b. May 18, lotH; m. Oct. 22, 170fi, by Pen Townsend, Esq., 

to Hebccca Stone; probably living in l 7fi5 when his son was still 
Samuel Spear, .Jr. He was a cordwainer by trade, and was living 
in Watertown in 1707/8 when he sold a mansion house and 
twelve acres in that town to William Blogget.t By 1711 he was 
back in Braintree when he and John Stone and their wives sokl 
another mansion house and nineteen acres in Watertown.:): In 
1723 he sold a house and eight acres in Braintree to Edmund 
Quincy, Rebecca SpPar rel.-asing dower.s 

Children: 
I. S<lr«h, h. ,July 8, 1707, in Watertown. 
2. Ebe,wzer (probably); m. in Abington Dec. 2!), 17:ll, ,Jane 

Harden. (See Ebenezer,3 p. 18.) 
:l. Samuel, b. March 28, 1716, in Braintree; m. (1) May 27, 

1742, Rachel Hinckley; rn. (2) in Weymouth, int. June 
16, 1750, Mary Ford . 

. 1,. Daniel, b. Sept. 8, 1720, in Braintree; m. (1) Aug. 11, 
1743, Ruth Copeland; m. (2) by 1752 Elir.abeth Sil
vester; d. before Oct. 14, 177,t. 

5. JI ary. b. Feb. 28, 1724, in Braintree. 
iv. HACHEL, b. April 10, 1686; m. in Dorchester .July 19, 1717, Corne

lius Thayer. 
v. JosEPH, b. Feb. 25, lti87/8; m. (1) Anne -- who d. in April, 

1719; m. (2) Nov. 10, 1720, Abigail Clegg. Elected a constable 
of Braintree in 1729/30, he refused to take the oath and paid 
the fine of £5. In the decade 1710-1720 he was active in buying 
and selling parts of "the purchase land that Braintree bought 
of Boston gentli>men." He sold a house and fifteen acres of land 
in Braintree to his son John Spear, then of Weymouth, in 1739, 
and in 11·10 ,Joseph Spear, yeomnn, and Abigail Spear his wife, 
"spinster," holh now residing in Attli>borough, deeded additional 
land to ,I ohn.11 · 

Children, by first wife, born in Braintree: 
1. ,loHPph. b. Aug. 10, 1715; d. Oct. 24, 1715. 
2 . .John. b. May 27, 1717; probably he whom. in Hoxbury 

March 26. 1H2, Mary Lee. 

Suffolk Prohate. No. 4177. 
~lidrll<•:..C'X Deeds. 25: 115. 
\liddlese:< DPe1ls. 23: 120. 
\Hddlesex Dr<'<ls. 37: lfl7. 
Suffolk Dre<ls, fi9: Jlfi: 70: 197. 
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By second wife: 
3. Joseph, b. Feb. 10, 1122; possibly lived in Cumberland, 

R. I. 
4. Jonathan, b. June 18, 1724; m. (1) in Altleborough May 

24, 1744, Hannah Brown; m. (2) in Cumberland, R. I., 
Jan. 29, 1761, Mary Dexter of Smithfield, R. I.; m. (3) 
Nov., 1762, Margaret McDougle of Thomaston, Me., 
who cl. Sept. 22, 1811; he d. in Thomaston, Me., Oct. 
10, 1811, aged 88. 

5. Elkanah, b. April 18, 1726; m. by 1752 Elizabeth---, 
who m. secondly in Cumberland, R. I., Dec. 17, 1761, 
Seth Hall. 

ii. Abigail, b. Feb. 25, 1728; m. in Attleborough Dec. 8, 
1759, Benjamin Stanley. 

7. Thuma.•, b. April 5, 1731; possibly lived in Cumberland, 
R. L 

8. Isaac, b. March 20, 1737/8; no further record. 
vi. NATIIANrnL, b. May 18, 1693; m. April 3, 1718, Lydia Littlefield. 

In 1719 he mortgaged his dwelling-house and homestead in 
Braintree for £80 to Edward Adams of Milton and in 1722 he 
redeemed the property. He bought one hundred acres on Blue 
Hill river from his brother Joseph on Dec. 2~, 1725, and on the 
same day sold sixty acres on Mill brook to Joseph. Two other 
sales preceded the sale of his dwelling-house and fifty acres to 
Christopher Dyer in 1730, which possibly marked his departure 
from Braintree for Livingston Manor, New York, from where 
he deeded fifty acres and a house in Braintree to Richard Hay
den in 1744. This last deed was acknowledged in Sharon, Conn.* 
The history of this family after their removal to N f'W York ha.s 
not been investigated. 

Children, born in Braintree: 
I. Zachariah, b. Jan. 25, 1719/20. 
i. Edinund, h. Nov. 17, 1721. 
3. Nathaniel, b. Nov. 20, 172'.l; he or one of his elder broth

ers was buried in Braintree Oct. 29, 1724. 
4. Lydia, h. Oct. 1, 1725. 

vii. AnmAIL, b. Nov, 7, 1695; m. Dec. 18, 1718, Nathaniel Littlefield. 
viii. BEN.JAMIN, b. Feb. 12, 1698; m. July 20, 1722, Sarah Niles. Elected 

constable of Braintree in 1734, he hired his brother Deering 
Spear to serve in his stead. His numerous small land transac
tions are on record, but none of them are of genealogical im
port,rnce. 

Benjamin Spear, yeoman, of Braintree made his will Dec. 18, 
1762, and it was proved on March :~, 1775. To his wife Sarah he 
left all of his personal estate, she to pay his debts and funeral 
expenses. She was also to have the home pla.ce for life and was 
named executrix. To his son Benjamin, seven acres of land ad
joining his own property. To his son Isaac, £13: 6: 8 to be paid 
by the testator's son Joseph. 'fo his son Moses, thirty acres in 
Bendal's farm, so called, in Braintree. To his son Joseph, the 
home place after his mother's decease. Witnesses: James Penni
man, Azariah Faxon, Dorcas Penniman.t 

*SuffolkDeeds.31:92: 40: 12G. JOO; 13: 93; 48: 271; 71: 12; 69: 123. 
t Suffolk Probate. No. l 5764, 
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Children, born in Braintree: 

9 

I. Benjamin, b. Feb. 13, 1723; m. Sarah Clark; cl. in Brain-
tree 1784-1785. 

2. Sarah, b. July :n, 172·1,; not named in her father's will. 
3. Jacob, b. May 3, 1726; not named in his father's will. 
4-. Isaac, b. Feb. 16, 1729/:30; m. (1) Susanna French; m. 

(2) int. March 23, 17G5, Elizabeth Fenton who d. July 
12, 1819, aged 90; <l. in 1795, probably in Randolph. 

5. Noses, b. Jan. 5, 1734/5; m., int. Feb. 1+, 175G, Catherine 
,Jones who d. in Shutesbury April 3, 1818; d. in Shutes
bury Aug. 11, 1813. 

G. Joseph, b. Sept. 19, 1741; m. in Stoughton, int. 'fov. :3, 
l 764,, Sarah Wales who cl. Jan. 25, 1822, aged 7 4; d. in 
Randolph June 9, 1822, agcrl 80. 

ix. DEERING, b. March 6, 1700; m. (1) July 20, l'/22, Deborah Niles 
who d. March 12, 1125; m. (2) ,June 30, 172G, Jemima Thayer; 
d. Nov. 12, 1767, aged 67 years, ti months, 6 clays, and buried in 
Central cemetery, llmulolph. He served in most of Braintree's 
minor oflices and sc>ems to have lwcn one of the few townsmen 
who did not object to the job of constable, serving for his brother 
Benjarnin in 1734, for Jonathan Clark in 17:35 hnd in his own 
right in l 74-9. Ile mortgaged fifty-five acres in Braintree to Ed
ward Marion of Boston for £,to in I 754 and rcdeerncd the prop
erty in 1767. With .T ohn Stone he bought the William Nightin
gale farm in two transnctions in I 7G2 and sold part of it back 
three months later.* 

Deering Spear made his will Sept. 4, 1767, and it was proved 
on the following Dec. 4. To his wife ,Jemima he left his clothes, 
his indoor movables, his horse and three cows forever, and the 
improvement of the westerly half of his dwelling-house and 
one-third of his land for life. To his sons Deering and Richard, 
all of his real estate and personal estate, subject to the legacy 
to his wife, to be equally divided between them except that 
Richard was to have the easterly half of the house at once and 
the westerly half after his mother's death. Deering and llicharcl 
were to pay £8 apiece to his daughters ,Jemima Nightingale an<l 
Deborah Slone, £6: 13: 4 to his granddaughter Abigail Hunt 
and 30s. to each of his grandchildren Seth Man and Deborah 
Man. Executor: son Richard. Witnesses: Nathaniel Wales, Sam
uel Cheeseman, ,Tames Penniman. The west half of the house and 
llO acres of land in the home place were valued in the inventory 
at £513: 6: 8.t 

Jemima Spear, widow, of nraintree made her will ,June 12, 
1770, and it was proved Dec. 12, 1777. To her son Richard she 
left her loom and tackling. To her daughter DC'borah Sloan, one 
of her cows, and the olh<'r cow to her granddaughter Jemima 
Nightingale. Residue to be equally divided between her two 
daughters ,Jemima Nightingale an<l Deborah Sloan. To her 
grandson Deering Spear, her Iliblc. To her daughter Deborah 
Sloan, her black petticoat. To her granclchui,hter Abigail Hunt, 
her worsted plaid gown, her rerl elonk, her velvet hood and her 
warming--pan. If lwr grandson Peter ]font return the poor bed 
and bedrling given his wife at marriage and pay 13s. 4d. to 
Debornh Sloan, th!'n PPtPr and Abigail Hunt were to have her 

., Suffolk DPeds. 9r,: I ta: 98: 4~. 14. 1 RL 
t Suffolk Probate. No. Hl 51. 
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best bed, a feather bed, but no bedding. To her son Deering 
Spear, her cheeze-press and two hogsheads, and he was named 
executor. Witnesses: ,James Spear, Enoch Penniman, Dorcas 
Faxon.* 

Child, born in Braintree, by first wife: 
1. Rachel, b. April 9, 1723; m. Oct. 14, 1745, Seth Mann. 

By second wife: 
2. Abigail, h. May 21, 1727; m. -- Hunt. 
3 . .Jemima. b. Ang. 20, 1729; m., int. in Stoughton June 22, 

1751, William Nightingale, Jr. 
4. Deborah, b. Feb. 3, 1730/I; m. March 19, 1752, John 

Slone . 
. 5. DPering, b. May 11, 1733; m. Hannah Paine; d. Feb. 29, 

1812. 
(i. Uir:hard. I,, Nov. 22, 1737; m., int. April 21, 1759, Eliza

beth White who d. Sept. 20, 1818, aged 80; d. in Shel
burn<', Yt., May 19, 1788, aged 52. 

3. SAMFEL2 SPEAR (George1
) was born in Braintree Janu

ary 16, 1658/9. His first wife appears only once in the rec
ords-Sarah, wife of Samuel Spear, "a Child of the Church," 
was dismissed from the church at Billerica to the church at 
Braintree in 1684. He was married, secondly, to Elizabeth Dan
iel on ,Tune 5, Hi94, in Milton by Mr. Peter Thatcher. Mr. 
Samuel Spear died in Braintree ~n December 24, 1713. The 
widow Elizabeth Spear married ,Joseph Green on March 13, 
1718, and died in Braintree October 9, 172.5. 

After his father's departure for Maine and before his own 
marriage, Samuel Spear was probably the head of the family 
of brothers and sisters who remained in Braintree, the oldest 
brother, Ebenezer, already having a family of his own. On June 
4, 1689, it was voted by the town "that Samuel Speere should 
build a little house 7 foote long & 5 foote wide & set it by his 
house to secure his sister good wife Witty being distracted & 
proYidc for her & the Town by vote ingaged to see him wel 
payed." One hopes that poor Sarah \Vitty was well cared for 
hy her brother and did not live long in her sad condition in the 
"little house." 

Spear took the Oath of Allegiance on October 29, 1678. He 
signed the Braintree agreement to defend the town's rights 
against the aggressive Bostonians on January 10, 1697/8. He 
was elected constable March 4, 1699/1700, and selectman in 
1704 and 1705. He also served as tythingman for several years. 
His horn<' was on Hough's Neck. 

'' Suffolk Prohnte. No. 16436. 
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Elizabeth Spear was appointed administratrix of the estate 
of her late husband, Samuel Spear of Braintree, February 3, 
1713, on which day she entered an inventory of £1118. She pre
sented accounts in 1718 and 1719, both listing her expenses in 
providing for her children. The Spears seem to have had a negro 
servant who was lame, presumably the one that Samuel bought 
from Ralph Rainsford in 1697.* The oldest son, Samuel Spear, 
gentleman, was made administrator de bonis non on August 7, 
1727. "Out of pure regard for his Brethren" Samuel requested 
that there be no division of the estate until all had come of age, 
but his sister Mehitable Neal and her husband, Benjamin Neal, 
insisted on distribution and entered an appeal against his ap
pointment. The division was made and allowed by the court 011 

April 24, 1728. To Mr. Samuel Spear, the eldest son, forty 
acres were set off as his double share and twenty-one acres for 
the share of the third daughter, Hannah Lemont, which Samuel 
had bought. To William Spear, second son, went the dwelling-
house lately inhabited by J useph Green and sixtel'n acres. To 
,John Spear, the third son, the dwelling-house lately inhabited 
by Nightingale and about twenty acres of land. To Benoni 
Spear, the fourth son, twenty-seven acres of land. Mehitable 
Neal, the eldest daughter, had sold to Benjamin Veasey her 
share which amounted to over twenty-five acres. Dorothy Veasey, 
the second daugl1ter, had twenty-one acres, and Mary Spear, 
the fourth daughter, twenty-six acres. All of the land was at 
"Hoff's neck" in Braintree. Samuel Spear entered an appeal 
against the division, but there is no record of his success or 
failure.t 

Children, born in Braintree, by second wife: 
i. SAMUEL, b. ,July Ii, 1696; m. Thankful Nichols of Hingham. Samuel 

Spear entered Harvard College and graduated ( B.A.) with the 
class of 1715, taking his M.A. in 1718. In l 716 he taught ~chool 
in Truro and in 1718 he was preaching in Needham where he 
declined a call. In 1720 he was called to Cohasset but declined 
and thereupon undertook to form a church among the squatters 
at the tip of Cape Cod, now Provincetown, in his own words 
"a Seaport place whereto there is great resort hy Fishermen and 
Others who frequently carry it very disorderly amongst us." 
The General Court ending its subsidy to this missionary parish 
in 1741, Spear gave up a losing struggle an,1 moved to Boston 
where he bought a house and land on what is now the north side 
of Washington street. In 1745 he joined the Louisburg expedi
tion and Dudley Bradstreet entered in his diary under the date 
Dec. 21, 1745, "Mr. Spear the Chaplain of the Island Battery 
was Buryed." 

* Massachusetts Archives. 9: 143-J.13h. 
t Suffolk Probate, No. 3547. 
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His will, dated May 29, 1727, was probated Jan. 28, 1745/6. 
He left half of a farm at Braintree, called Hough's Neck, to hi8 
wife Thankful, and the other half to his brothers and sisters 
William, John, Benoni, Mehitable, Dorothy, Hannah and Mary. 
To the inhabitants of Cape Cod, for the use of the ministry, he 
left his house at Provincetown. His library was valued in the 
inventory at £30. The Boston property was sold by Thankful 
Spear soon after her husband's death. 

ii. DANIEL, b. Aug. 25, 1698; d. young. 
iii. ELIZABETH, b. June 19, 1700; d. young. 
iv. MEHITABLE, b. Sept. 28, 1702; m. May 31, 1727, Benjamin Neale. 
v. DoROTHY, bapt. Sept. 3, 1704; m. Dec. 19, 1726, Benjamin Veazie. 
vi. HANNAH, bapt. Aug. 4, 1706; m. Jan. 9, 1728/9, Robert Lemont. 
vii. \Vn.UAM, b. June 8, 1708; m. (1) Feb. 18, 1729/30, Hannah Penni

man who d. April IO, 1780, aged 70; m. (2) Dec. 1781, Priscilla 
(Thayer) (Hayden) Ford, widow of Elijah Hayden and Joseph 
Ford; he d. in Braintree ,Tuly 13, 1782, aged 74, and was buried 
in Hancock cemetery; she cl. Oct. 20, 1794, in Dorchester. Wil
liam Spear was elected constable of Braintree in 1755, 1758, 
1759 and 1760 and was excused each year, finally srrving- when 
electe.d in 1762. 

Children, born in Braintree: 
I. Sa1nuel, b. March 13, 1731; cl. young. 
2. Elizabeth, b. Dec. 9, 1732. 
3. M ehitable, b. Sept. 23, 1734; cl. Sept. 28, 1784-. 
,._ Eleanor. b. Nov. 21, 1135; cl., unmarried, May 14-, 1802, 

ag-ed 66. The will of Eleanor Spear, spinster, of Quincy 
was made July 8, 1800, and proved June 1, 1802. She 
left property to her brother Stephen Spear, if living. 
but if not, to Mary Miller, wife of Joseph F. Miller 
of Broad Bay. To Elenor Miller. To Elijah Veazie, 
executor.* 

5. JV illiam, h. Aug. 22, 1739; m. April 2, 1760, Hannah 
Brackett who d. Dec. 30, 1803, aged 6(); d. in Brain
tree Dec, 6, 1805, aged 65. 

6. Stephen, b. April 24•, 1742; cl., unmarried, April 20, 1802, 
aged 60, · and buried in Hancock cemetery. 

7. Daniel, b. August 31, 1744; cl. Jan. 7, 1751, aged fl. 
8. Hannah, lwpt. Jan, 12, 1752. 

viii. Jmrn, b. April 8, 1710; m. Feb. 20, 1735/H, Mary Arnold who d. 
Jan. 12, 1799, aged 83; cl. July 5, 1776, in Lis 66th year, and 
buried in the Hancock cemetery. They lived and died on Hough's 
Neck, Braintree. Both were admitted to full communion in 
Braintt-ee church in 1737. As John Spear, Secundus, he was 
elected constable in 1744 and 1745. In 1739 he and Benjamin 
Vesey boug-ht from Robert Lemont a house and two acres of 
land "by the brook that runs from the Old Mill Pond" and in 
1741 Vesey sold Spear his part thercof.t He was a party to 
many other purchases and sales, mostly of Hough Neck land. 
He was a cor<lwainer by trade. He g-ave land to his daughter 
Prudence Baxter in 1756 and to his son Seth Spear in 1763, and 
between 1763 and 1767 sold many acres to his son and his sons
in-law Raxter and Brackett. He was still John Spear 2nd in 
1760, hut he was simply John Spear in all later deeds. 

* Norfolk Probate. No. 17199. 
t Suffolk Deeds. 58: 185; 63: 268-4. 
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Children, born in Braintree:* 

13 

1. l'rudence, b. March 8, 1736/7; m., int. Sept. 19, 1755, 
Daniel Baxter. 

2. Mary, b. Nov. 6, 1738; m. March 24, 1761, James Brack
ett; d. July 10, 1786, in 48th year of her age.t 

3. Seth, b. ,Jan. 19, IHI; m. (1) Aug. 10, 1764, Judith 
Adams of Milton who d. July 19, 1787, aged 41; m. 
(2) May Iii, I 788, Abigail Marsh who d. Oct. 28, 1812; 
m. (3) ,July 16, 1814, Frances (Brackett) Nightingale 
who d. July 3, 184,6, aged 80; he <l. Aug. 26, 1818, 
aged 77. 

4. Doroth;t1, b. Feb. 14, 174:l; m. in Milton June 30, 1763 
Edward Adams. 

5. Jchabod, bupt. March 9, 1H5(<i); probably the child who 
d. in I 751, aged 4 years. 

6. Elizabeth_. hapt. Oct. 24, 1 HS; probably the child who 
d. in Jan. 1750, aged 2 years. 

ix. MARY, bapt. March 23, 1712; m. June 3, 1735, John Sanders. 
x. BENONI, b. July 23, 1714; m. Nov. 27, 17G0, Elizabeth (Pray) 

(Dill) Newcomb, widow of Nathaniel Dill and of Jedediah New
comb. Benoni Spear, aged 41, husbandman of Braintree, was a 
private in Capt. Nathaniel Blake's company, Col. Jonathan Bag
ley's regiment, raised for the intended expedition against Crown 
Point us appears in a muster roll certificate dated May 7, 1756. 
His name also appears on a muster roll dated Boston, ,Jan. 28, 
1763, of a detachment under command of Lieut. Francis Miller.; 
In 1761 he was administrator of the estate of his wife's former 
husband Jedediah Newcomb.§ 

James Brackett, Jr., was appointed administrator of the es
tate of Benoni Spear, late of Braintree, on March 28, 1777. 
Apparently Elizabeth Spear was already dead. Brackett's sure
ties were Seth Spear and Prudence Baxter, widow. His account 
shows that Samuel Spear, the youngest boy, was boarded with 
Seth Spear and William Spear.II 

Children, baptized in Braintree: 
I. Benjamin, bapt. Nov. 15, 1761; m. in Bellingham March 

29, 1785, Elizabeth Forristall; d. Nov. 27, 1820, aged 60. 
2. llfehetab/e (twin), bapt. March 27, 1763. 
3. Prudence (twin), bapt. March 27, 1763. 
4. Thankful, bapt. May 26, 1765. 
5. Nathaniel, bapt. Jan. 17, 1768. 
fi. SamuAl, bapt. ,July 22, 1770. 
7. Al,i!}ai!, bapt. Dec. 20, 1772. 

* It is probable t\mt in 1760 .John:< Spe,tr (N(l,/hnnid2) left Braintree for Rehoboth 
and thereupon .John:{ Spear (S<1m:11el2.). liitherto "Jr." or "Secundu.~," moved up to 
"Sr." The four children whose births (1754-Nov. 1760) were recorded in Braintree in 
1760 or later as children of John Spear. Sccundus, were therefore children of a John 
Spear of the fourth generation who had previously been known as .John Spear, tertins 
or ~d. presumably John 1 (Jnseph,i Rbeneze1·2). 

t Another Mary, b .. Ian. 4. 1742, daughter of John Spear, sec11ndus, was probably 
so rec-ordect in error and was really n. chi1d of a .John Spear of the- fou-rth generation. 

t Massachusetts Archives. Muster Rolls. 94: 191; 99: 180, 
~ Suffolk Probate. No. I 2596. 
II Suffolk Probate, No. 16196. 
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4. NATHANIEL2 SPEAR (George') was born in Braintree on 
May 15, 1665. He and Hannah Holman were married by Mr. 
La;son on August 8, 1689. He <lied in Braintree on September 
12, 1728, and his widow, Hannah, survived until February 4, 
1751, at the age of eighty-one. 

Hannah, wife of Nathaniel Spear was baptized and admitted 
to full communion in the Braintree church on January 11, 1690. 
Nathaniel Spear was a sergeant in the local military company. 
He was one of the signers of the agreement of the freeholders of 
Braintree to "defend our ancient Rights" against Boston claim
ants in 1697 /8. Spear served in most of the minor offices of the 
town government and acted as surveyor of highways and viewer 
of fences. In 1707, being elected constable, he found a substitute 
in John Marshall who was acceptable to the inhabitants. Brain
tree seems to have had great difficulty in filling the office of con
stable and year after year men bought or begged themselves 
off, as the town records testify. 

In 1720/1 Spear leased some lands from the town but, finding 
much more fencing necessary than he expected, he fell "under 
discouragement" and asked the town meeting to release him, 
which was done. 

Spear sold to Thomas Crosbey four pieces of land in Brain
tree for £320 in 1717. One of the lots was his homestead of ten 
acres containing a house, barn and corn-house.* "Especially to 
encourage my Son Nathan to be dutiful to me &_my wife in our 
aged and declining Years," Spear gave this son two acres of 
what must have been a new homestead, and one half of his 
dwelling-house, mentioning a previous gift of land to his son 
,Tohn, in 1726.t At the same time he gave to his son Joseph 
Spear of Hull, mariner, three acres.+ 

In 1730 widow Hannah Spear deeded land to John Hancock 
with the consent of her children Nathaniel Spear, John Spear, 
,Toseph Spear, Nathan Spear, Hannah the wife of Ebenezer 
Nightingale, Mary the wife of Samuel Kinsly and Lydia Spear, 
all children of Nathaniel Spear, deceased.§ 

The will of Nathaniel Spear of Braintree, husbandman, was 
made March 5, 1727 /8, and proved August 4, 1729. To his 
eldest son N athanicl he gave 20s., to his son Joseph 5s., and to 
his son Na than 5s., and "the reason why I give them no more is 

., Suffolk Deeds, 44 128. 
t Suffolk Deeds, 97 209. 
t Suffolk Deeds. 45 20. 
§ Suffolk Deerls. ,;9 !fl. 
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because I have already given to each of my three sons the value 
of one hundred pounds ... by deeds of gift." To his son John, 
half an acre of land, which with what had already been given 
him would amount to £100. To his eldest daughter Hannah, 
wife of Ebenezer Nightingale of Braintree, £40. To his daugh
ter Mary, wife of Samuel Kinsley of Milton, £20. To his daugh
ters Margaret and Lydia, a cow and a feather bed each. "To 
my Little Grand C'hild Bcthia Spear Daughter of my Son David 
Spear deceased," £10. The rest of his homestead land to his wife 
Hannah, with liberty to sell the same for her comfort, to pay 
the legacies and to accommodate his daughters l\Iargaret and 
Lydia in marriage, whose shares arc to be made up to £70 upon 
the death of his wife. To his wife, also, his part of the house and 
barn, and "my Privclcdgc in the ,veil." { 'pon his wife's 1k,ath 
any property left to be divided equally among his then surviv
ing children, except that his youngl'St daughter Lydia shall 
have £5 in addition and the cows and Leds left to Margaret and 
Lydia shall be regarded as a surplus. If any land "shall be ex
posed for sale" his sons to have the fii-st off el". Executors: his 
wife Hannah Spear, his eldest son Nathaniel Spear. VVitncsses: 
Nathaniel Belcher, Moses Belcher, ,John Marshall, Ser:* 

Children, born in Brnintrcc: 
i. HANNAH, b. Sept. 30, lG!lO; m. D!'c. 1:1, 1711, Ebenezer Nighling:ale. 
ii. N ATIIA~n:L, h. Sept. 2,5, l(ifl2; m. ,July I, 171-t, Thankful Wood

ward; cl. Dec. 3, 17:l2, in his 41.st year. He was a wcavn in 
1117 /8 and a miller in 17:10, in whid1 yea rs he mortgagl'd his 
house, barn ,md mill to Edmund Quincy, apparently failing to 
redeem the property the second time. t 

Children, born in Braintree: 
1. Thankful, b. March 2:i, 171!i; m. May 30, 1738, "\\,"illi:nn 

Wheeler of Boston, 
2. Nathaniel, b. Nov. 1, 1716; no further record. 
3. Hannah, b. Oct. !J, 1718; m. April 3, 1740, Peter Black

man of Dorchester. 
4. JJlo.,fR (twin), h. ,July 3, 1720; m. ( 1) in Lebanon, Conn., 

Dec. 12, 1714, Sibbel Hunt who d. Aug. 11, 1748; m. 
(2) in Lebanon, I HS-I H9, Submit Hastine:s; d . .Jan. 
8, 1782, in Suffield, Conn. 

5. Elijah (twin), b. July 3, 1720; no further record. 
(i. Jemima. b. Oct. 12, 1721; m. Dec. '.H, 1741, Samuel 

Marsh. 
1. Mar!J, b. Jan. 23, 1723/4,. 
8. ThomaR, b. Oct. 17, I 72!i; m. in Boston March 18, 1747, 

Susanna Blake; d. before April 9, 1793. 

* Suffolk Probate, No. !iRI !'i. 
t Suffolk Deerls. 34: 103; 38: IOI: 41: 142. 
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9. Elizabeth, b. Jan. 4, 1727/8; m., int. Oct. 1, 1747, Wil
liam Wilson. 

10. Jush'Ua, b. Mardi 10, 1729/30; possibly m. in North Yar
mouth, Me., iut. Aug. 8, 1752, Sarah Blanchard. 

11. M,irgaret, b. March 10, (.sic) 1731/2, in Dorchester. 
iii. JOHN, b. Oct. 27, 1694; m. in Milton Nov. 20, 1718, Anne Pierce; 

d. in Rehoboth July 1, l7uti. Braintree elected him a tythingman 
in 1728/9 and constable in 1738/9. He and his wife sold prop
erty inherited from her father, William Pierce of Milton, in 
1735/6, deeded land to his brother Nathan Spear in 1743 and 
the north end of his house and two acres in Braintree to their 
son Richard Spear, blacksmith, in 1757.* The remainder of the 
homestead farm including the other half of the house, was sold 
to .Elijah Hayclen of Boston in I 7GO.t This sale prolrnbly marks 
the removal of John and Anne Spear to Hehoboth, where she 
was still living in l 7G(i.:t: 

Children, born in Braintree: 
I. Anne, h. Sept. 8, 1719; m. Aug. 4, 1737, Charles Sargent. 
2. Sarah, b. April 17, 1721; m. Feb. 2, 174'.{/1,, John Billings 

of Milton. 
3. Jlirin111, b. April 17 (sic), 1724; m. (1) ,July 19, 17H, 

Ephraim Hunt; m. (2) July 7, 1757, Daniel Ilaytl('n. 
4. H lizabeth, b. June 24, l 72(i; cl. Od. 19, 1727. 
5 . .T ohn, b. March 9, 1730/1; m. Abigail ---; d. in lll'ho

both by March 4•, I 788. 
6. Richard, h. Feb. 7, 1733/4; m. in Stoughton Feb. 3, 1756, 

Prudence Tolman; living in Rehoboth in 1777. 
iv. MAnv, b. Feb. 18, lGfHi/7; m. (1) Dec. 12, 1717, Samuel Gulliver: 

m. (2) Dec. 7, 1725. Samuel Kingsley of Milton. 
v. DAVID, b. Mar<"h 27, ](i9!J; m. (1) Deborah---; m. (2) Jan. 27, 

1724/5, Bethia Farrow of Hingham who m., secondly, Aug. 11. 
1726, in Hingham, Samuel Webb of Weymouth and d. Nov. 30. 
1770, on "Little Isle of Hault," Maine; d. at his father Farrow's 
in Cohasset Sept. 8, 1725, aged 27. 

Child, by first wife: 
1. Rachel, b, April 9, 1723; probably d. young; not men

tioned in h('r grandfather Spear's will. 

By second wife: 
2. Bethia, b. Oct. 17, 1725, in Cohasset; m. in Hingham i11 

,July, 174,5, David Mayhew; legatee in will of her 
grandfather Spear. 

vi. JosEPH. b. May 14, 1701; m. in Hull Dec. 12, 1720, Mary Collier 
who was still Mary Spear in 1749 but possibly m., secondly, 
Hichard Stubbs of Hull; d. of small-pox on Rainsford Island in 
Hull on May 22, 1738. He was a mariner. In 1733 he hought a 
house and half an acre of land in Hull from ,Joseph Chamber
lain, mortgaging it to William Wheeler, Jr., of Boston.§ His 
insolvent estate was administered by John Doane, Esq., of Hull 
who was appointed May 30, 1738. In his account there is an item 

* Suffolk Deeds, 58: 139; 97: 209; 90: 175. 
t Suffolk Deeds, 94: 167. 
:t Bristol Deeds. 50: 326. 
§ Suffolk Deeds, 49: 12. 91. 
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for "Transporting the Doctor to & from Spectacle Island," and 
''the Widow ... & 8 Children the Youngest being born since 
her Husbands Death'' arc mentioned* 

Children, born in Hull: 
I. Joseph, b. April 10, 1722; m. (l) in Hull Oct. 25, 1743, 

Phebe Binney; m. (2) in Boston, int. June 14, 1759, 
Mary Dawson; d. in Boston Feb. 18, 1791, aged 70. 

2. Gershom, b. April 7, 1723; m. (1) in Boston June 18, 
1744, Lucy Wetherell; m. (2) Susanna or Lusanna 
---; d. at sea. 

3. David, b. in 1726; m. (1) int. in Boston Jan. 25, l'i'49, 
Elizabeth Oliver of Annapolis, N. B., who d. April :.!, 
175,i; m. (2) int. in Boston J:leb. 24, 1755, Sarah Stod
dard who d. Jan. 17, 1791, aged 58; m. (3) in Boston 
May 2, 1791, Mary (Hammett) Holland who d. June 
17, 1799, aged 5(i; m. ( 4) in Boston ,July 17, 1800, 
Sarah Loring who d. March 12, 1828; he d. July 8, 
180:.l, aged 77 . 

.J,. Naf.han, b. May 29, 1728; m. at King's Chapel, Boston, 
Dec. 18, 1748, Grace Willis who d. March, 1792, aged 
(i!J; d. in Boston Jan. 1796, aged 67 . 

. 5. Rlizabeth, b. Oct. 27, 1731; m. --- Ewing. 
6. J'aul, b. June !!O, 1733; rn. in Roxbury Aug. 25, 1156, 

Clemence Weld who d. Sept., 1199, aged 63; d. in Bos
ton Oct., 1792, aged 59. 

7. Pool, b. Sept. 21, 1735; m. May 10, 1761, Christiana 
Turner; d. by Dec. 27, 1787. 

8. JI ar_11. b. ,June 1, 1738; rn. { 1), int. in Boston Nov. 8, 
1759, John Bray; m. (2) James Loring of Hull. 

vii. ;'\ATHAN, b. Aug. 9, 170:l; m. (1) April 2.1,, 1734, Mehetable Brack
ett; m. (2) in the New North Church, Boston, Oct. 25, 1759, 
Rebecca Howard who d. in Boston ,Tan. 19, 1804, aged 79. He 
was excused from serving as constable of Braintree in 1746 and 
1747. He was still living in 1762 when he mortgaged his buildings 
and seven and a half acres in Braintree to Ebenezer Miller, D.D.t 

Children by first wife, born in Braintree: 
I. Nathan, b. ,July 5, 1734; living in 1762. 
2. Jacob, b. Jan. 17, 1736/7. 
:;. Mehitablc, hapt. Feb. 2.5, 1739; rn. Dec. 14, 1758, Eben

ezer Adams . 
. i_ Alire, bapt. April 26, 1741; rn. St'pt. 20, 1758, Samuel 

Bass. 

By second wife: 
5. Judith_, bapt. Dec. 7, 1760; m. in New North Church, Bos

ton, Feb. 2G, 178G, James llell. 
(i. lllar;,,, bapt. Dec. 12, 1762. 
7. J oReph, hapt. Jan. 26, 176G, in N cw North Church, Bos

ton. 
Yiii. T11011As. b. Aug. IG, 1707; d. in Cambridge Sept. 27, 1723, aged 16, 

while a student at Harvard College. 
ix. 2VIARGARl!T, b. Aug. 16 (.•fr), 1710; d. between March 5, 1727/8, and 

Dec. 31, 1730. 
x. I ,YDIA. b. Feb. 5, 1712/3; m. Dec. 6, 1733, Richard Brackett. 

• Suffolk Probate. No. 7145. 
t Suffolk Deeds, 97: 114. 
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5. EnENEZER3 SPEAR (Ebenezer,2 George1
) was born in 

Braintree June 27, 1680. He married by 1712 Hannah--
who died in Braintree April 9, 1725. His second wife was Mary 
Tower whom he married January 12, 1726/7, Rev. Samuel 
Niles officiating. Ebenezer Spear probably died soon after 1730. 
There is no second marriage recorded for Mary (Tower) Spear, 
who may have died when her only child, Gideon, was born in 
1730, but, as Gideon was in Wells, Maine, as a young man, she 
may have married a Wells husband and taken her Spear baby 
with her. 

Ebenezer Spear, yeoman, bought from Stephen Crane three 
shares in the fourteenth lot in the second division and three 
shares in the thirteenth lot in the sixth division of the land 
"purchased of Boston" in 1712. * In 1723 Samuel Newcomb of 
Bridgehampton, Long Island, and Edmund Newcomb of Bos
ton, sons and co-heirs of Samuel Newcomb late of Braintree, 
deceased, sold to Ebenezer Spear, husbandman, thirty acres 
being one whole share or fifth part of the fifth lot in the second 
division of the purchased lands, the remainder of the lot apper
taining to Samuel and Deering Spear, brethren of the said 
Ebenezer Spear; also fifteen acres in the sixth division, the re
maining part appertaining to Nathaniel Spear, brother of the 
said Ebenezer Spear, "a part whereof being sold by Sarah the 
Widow of the said Samuel Newcomb (now also deceased) to 
Ebenezer Spear late of said Braintree, deceased, in his life time, 
which sale is hereby ... Confirmed."t In 1729 Ebenezer Spear, 
yeoman, and Mary, his wife, sold for £100 to Thomas Vinton, 
one Bloomer and Jonathan \Vild "thirty acres ... being the 
whole share or fifth part of the first+ lot in the Second division 
of the purchased larnds."§ These transactions fully prove the 
identity of the Ebenezer Spear who married Mary Tower. 

All previous genealogists who have studied the Spear family 
have given Ebenezer3 Spear a third wife, ,Jane Harden, whom 
an Ebenezer Spear married at Abington on December 29, 1731. 
There seem, however, to be adequate reasons for believing that 
this Ebenezer was another and a younger man. (1) Jane Har
den was born in 1709 and was therefore twenty-nine years 
younger than Ebenezer.3 (2) Ebenezer and Jane Spear, who 
were both still living in 1769, gave many deeds to Braintree land 

* Suffolk De<eds, 40: 99. 
t Suffolk Deeds, 43: 262. 
+ In spite of the difference in the lot numbers, possibly an error of the ,crivenor, 

the land in the two deeds is the same lot. 
§ Suffolk Deeds, 43: 263. 
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from 17 40 to 1769 in which he is almost uniform! v described as 
a cordwainer, whereas in the three certain deeds· of Ebenezer" 
he is called yeoman or husbandman. (3) Ebenezer Spear was 
chosen constable of Braintree in 1746 and apparently liked the 
job as he substituted for other men elected constable in 17 53, 
1754, 1756, 1759 and 1764. Now Ebenezer3 wou1d have been an 
old man of eighty-four in 1764 and it is incredible that he could 
have acted as constable at that age. (4) ,¥hen Ebenezer's" son 
Ebenezer'' died in 17 46 his brother-in-law ,John Bradley was 
appointed administrator of his estate, but had his father been 
living tlic appointment would lune naturally gone to him. 

1-Vho, then, was the Ebenezer Spear who married Jane Har
den in 1731? Presumably, from his name, he was a grandson of 
Ebenezer2 Spear and there is good circumstantial evidence that 
he was an unrecorded son of Samuel" (Ebenezer 2

) and Rebecca 
(Stone) Spear. (1) There is a gap between 1707 and 1716 in 
the birth records of the children of Samuel and Rebecca Spear. 
(2) Ebenezer and ,Tane Spear gave to their first two children 
names Samuel and Rebecca in baptism, although Rebecca is 
called Rachel in the Braintree record of her birth. (3) SamueP 
Spear was a eordwainer as was Ebeneier Spear. (4) Ebenezer 
and Jane Spear's "home place" was bounded on the south b}' 
the land of Daniel Spear, son of Samuel Spear.* 

Until contradictory cvi(knce is produced it seems safe to con
clude that Ebenezer" Spear died between 1730 when his son 
Gideon was born and 1746 when his son Ebenezer died, and that 
the Ebenezer SpMr who married Jane Harden and lived until 
1770t was Ebenezer" (Smnuel,S Ebenezer2

). 

Children, born in Braintree, by first wife:+ 
i. l-JA'1'1AH, b .. Jan. Hi, 171:J; m. May 9, 17'.33, ,John Bradley, .Jr., of 

Dor<'hester. 
ii. MARY, h. ,July 20, 171.5. 
iii. Eno,1-:,a:a, h. Feb. 13, 17:J:l; weaver; d. before May 13, 174(i, when 

hi,; brother-in-law ,John Bradley, ,Jr., of Dorchester, housewright, 
was appointed to administer his estatP. He apparently died whiit' 
in 1.he arrned service as the principal item in the inventory was 
£99: 17: O for "Cash Heceived of the Committee of War."~ 

By second wife: 
6. iv. GmEoN, h. M11y 2,1,, 17'.lO. 

* Suffolk Deeds. I IO: -Ill. 
t Norfolk D~ed~. ltl: :ll. 
t On October 17, 1717. "i\:lrs. SpC'ar tli<' wife of Ebenezer·s son"" was huricd in the 

HaJJ(loJph g-raveynrd (Hi . ..:for!I of RrrrintrP(' unrl Old Quinry. Pattee, p. Hit). Her 
identity is uncertnin, but it is possible that she was a wife of Ebenezer3 Spear. 
There is a g-ap of eight years between his second and third recorded children which 
may mark the df'ath of hi~ 1\rst wife nn<l a second mnrriage. ln thn.t c:ise both of 
the wives WC"fC' JHllllf'd II:111nal1. for :1ll three of the d1ildrf'n born between 1712 and 
1723 were rccm·ctPd a:-; d1ildn.•n of EbeIH'ZPr :ind Ilarmall Sp<'ar. 

§ Suffolk I'rohnte. No. 8502. 
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6. GIDEON4 SPEAR (Ebenezer,3 Ebenezer,2 George1
) was born 

in Braintree on May 24, 173-0, and was named for his uncle 
Gideon Tower. The wife of his uncle Nathaniel Spear and the 
husband of his aunt Abigail (Spear) Littlefield had dozens of 
Littlefield relations in vV ells, Maine, and through their influ
ence he may have been apprenticed to someone in ,¥ells as a 
boy. Or possibly his widowed mother may have married a Wells 
man. He was surely there in 1748, when he was eighteen years 
old, for on December 13, 17 48, his intention to marry Adah 
Hatch, both being of Wells, was published. He was three years 
her junior. It appears that he had gotten her into trouble, for 
in January, 1752, "Adah Spear formerly Adah Hatch was con
victed of having had a bastard child in March 17 48 or 17 49." 
This was a very late prosecution, possibly the result of a per
sonal or neighborhood quarrel, as such cases were generally 
brought to court before or immediately after the child's birth. 

Spear was a weaver by trade. There is no record of his own
ing land in Wells. On June 18, 17 50, he and his wife Eed quit
claimed to her brother John Hatch any rights which they might 
have in the estate of her father John Hatch, late of \Velis.* 

Adah Spear was received into full communion in the vVells 
church in 1756 and had her three children baptized. Gideon 
Spear was possibly already dead and certainly died within a few 
years, as on January 13, 17 59, Adah Spear's intention to marry 
Thomas Penney, Jr., was published. By him she had five more 
children. 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
7. i. EnENEZER, probably h. in March, 1748/9; impt. Feb. 15, 175G. 

ii. JOHN, bapt. Feb. 15, 1756; rn. May 30, 1771, Mary Annis. He was 
a cooper by trade and lived in Sanford, where on Oct. 29, 1784, 
he sold sixty acres of land to Pelatiah Tingley, clerk.t He was 
not living in l 1!JO. John and Mary Spear were probably the par
ents of 

1. Sarah; m. in Wells Jan. 31, 1790, Richard Blabon. Bla
bon bought four pieces of land in Wells between 179G 
and 1817. 

?2. :Jiary. A Mary or Polly Spear is said to have married 
Ebenezer Spear of Litchfield May 9, 1799. She was 
probably his first cousin and a daughter of John and 
Mary Spear of Sanford. 

iii. MARY, bapt. Feb. 15, 1756; m. Ang. 5, 1773, David Allen of Well,. 

7. EnENEZER 5 SPEAR ( Gideon, 4 Ebenezer, 3 Ebenezer, 2 George1
) 

was probably born in March, 1748/9, at about the time of his 
* York Deeds. 44: !IO. 
t York Deeds. 48: 87. 



Spear, of Brnintree 21 

parents' marriage. He was baptized with his brother and sister 
on February 15, 17 56. He married in ,v ells on February 18, 
1768, Rebecca Annis, his first cousin, their mothers being sisters. 

Ebenezer Spear was brought up in Sanford, to which new 
settlement his mother and step-father Thomas Penney moved. 
He lived on a farm of fifty-eight acres belonging to William 
Bolland, Esq., of London, England, as a tenant until June 26, 
1793, when he bought it of Francis Dana of Cambridge who 
was the attorney 0£ Frances Shirley Western of Ravenhall, co. 
Essex, Bolland's daughter and heiress. He sold the property 
back to her in less than two months, on August 7, 1793.* In 
1790 his family in Sanford consisted of three lllales over sixteen, 
four males under sixteen and two females. 

Spear moved to Litchfield before February 21, 1799, when he 
Hold to Daniel Cheney of ,vells about twenty-seven acres in 
Wells which may have been his father's homcstead.t On Febru
ary 24, 1820, he, calling himself yeoman, deeded to his son 
Annis Spear, gentleman, lot 10 in great lot 16 on the plan made 
by John Neal, Esq.,:): "The same lot of land on which said Eben
ezer Spear now lives, containing one hundred acres," his wife 
Rebecca releasing her dower rights. He died in Litchfield on 
March 18, 1821, and his widow, Rebecca Spear, died there ,July 
20, 1826, aged eighty years. 

Children, born in Sanford: 
i. lsRAEL, b. June IO, 1768; m. in Sanford April U, 1787, Sally Glass; 

d. in Litchfield Aug. 31, 1857. They were still Jiving in Sanford 
in 1790 when two children, a boy and a girl, were entered in the 
census. Presumably they moved to Litchfield with his parents 
about 1799. 

Children: 
I. Nah11,m, b. July 19, 1787; m. (1) Sophia Coates; m. (2) 

April, 1827, Pamelia Taylor; m. (3) in Gardiner ,June 
20, 1833, Dorothy (Greenleaf) Sinclair. 

2. Relief, b. ,June 1:J, 1789; m. May 9, 1805, Thaddeus Hil
dreth. 

3. Thoma.•, b. May t, 17!Jl; m. ,July I, 1815, Deborah Davis. 
L Uebecrn. b. May 20, 179/i; m. _(l) Jan. 31, 1814, Levi 

Day; m. (2) May 20, 18:t5, .Ebenezer C. Potter, wid
ower nf her sister Hannah. 

5. I.•rnel, b. June 8, 1797; m. May JI, 1820, Meribah Moore, 
his cousin, who cl. Oct. l'.J, 1882; d. in West Gardiner 
Aug. :n, 1887. 

* York Deeds, 56: 192. 
t York Deeds, 63: 149. 
t This is an interesting example of careful soda! distinctin11. Ebenezer Spear is 

n yeoman. his son Annis Spear is a gentleman. while John Neal is an esqulre. 
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6. John, b. May 1:.1, 1799; m. ( 1) in Gardiner, int. Oct. 6, 
1816, Mary Potter who d .• Jan. 4, 1827; m. (2) June 
:.1, 1827, Ardra (Robinson) Webber. 

7. llichard, b. March 1:l, 180:l; m. in Gardiner, int. ,Jan. 1, 
1825, .Priscilla Lunt. 

8. Ilannah; m. in Gardiner ,July 5, 1818, Ebenezer C. Pot
ter. 

9. Sally; m. Sept. !J, 1825, Benjamin Potter. 
ii. MERIBAH; m. in Sanford April 12, 1787, Ebenezer Moore. 
iii. EBENEZER; m. May 9, 1799, Polly Spear, probably his first cousin 

and a daughter of John and Mary Spear of Sanford. They lived 
in Litchfield until 1816 when, with his brother Salathael and his 
family, they moved to Salem, Washington County, Ohio, where 
he died Jan. 3, 1835, aged about (JO. His widow died there in the 
spring of 1846. 

Children, born in Litchfield: 
1. Polly, b. in 1800; m. Charles Spear, her cousin. 111eir 

children will have been the offspring of three genera
tions of marriages of first cousins. 

2. Eben; m. Fanny Barnhart. 
-3. Roxanna; m. George Barnhart. 
4. Su,qanna; m. David Kidder. 
5. Daniel, b. Aug. 8, 1815; m. July 4, 1839, Lorania John

son; d. in Whipple, Ohio, Jan. 11, 1891. 
iv. Gmt:oN; m. in Litchfield Oct. 23, 1800, Susanna Jewell who d. 

,Tune 4, 1864, aged 83; he d. before 1850 when his widow was 
living with their son Edmund. 

Children, born in Litchfield: 
]. Edmund, b. April 3, 1802; m. in Gardiner, int. March 5, 

1827, Susan Hildreth who d. in Gardiner June 3, 1880, 
aged 73; d. in Gardiner Jan. 7, 1875, aged 73. 

2 . .I uhn; d. at sea in 1825. 
'.l. Re/Jecra, b. July 24, 1807; d. in Gardiner July 22, 1893. 
4. Su,qannah, b. May 9, 1809; d. Dec. 8, 1835, aged 27. 
5. Srdathael. b. Oct. 13, 18ll; m. Ursula Stevens. 
6. lvor.11, b. Feb. 9, 1813; d. at sea in 1834. 

8. v. .·bons, b. June :lo, 1775. 
vi. AsA, b. April, 1777; m. (1) in Litchfield Nov. 26, 1806, Mary ,Jewell 

who d. May 3, 1851; m. (2) widow ,Jane (Stacy) Silver; d. in 
Gardiner April 7, 1873, aged 96. He joined his brothers Ebenezer 
and Salathael in Ohio in 1820, but returned to Maine in 1827 
~nd was a farmer in Litchfield in 1850. 

Children: 
1. Betsev; m. Feb. 28, 1825, Nehemiah Moore. 
2. Louise; m. Elbridge Barnes of Bowdoin. 
:i. Alfred; m. Irene Nutting. 
-L Samuel; d. March 4, 1812. 
5. IVi/fiam; m. (l) Sept. 23, 1839, Rhoda Tibbetts; m. (2) 

March 8, 1864, Lydia Ann Cobb; d. Aug. 29, 1876. 
6. Rnrhel. b. Oct. 1819; m. Oct. 29, 1835, Samuel Brown. 
1. 1,m,ina, b. March 22, 1821; m. Aug. 7, 1836, Ebene7,er 

Harrington; m. (2) Elbridge Thomas. 
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8. Rebecca, b. June 4, 1824; m. (1) ,June 16, 1839, James 
D. Tibbetts; m. (2) March, 1870, David Potter. 

9. Lfocoln; d. in Boston when a young man. 
di. SALATHAi:L; m. in Litchfield July 22, 1804, Deborah Jewell. In 1816 

with his brother Ebent"zer he went to Ohio and settled in Salem, 
Washington County. 

Slathcl Spears of Salem made his will Sept. 24, 1865. To his 
wife Deber Spears he left "the farm on which we now reside 
situate in Bear Creek Allotment of Donation lands being the 
South end of One hundred acre Number four containing Forty
five acres," ete., she paying one dollar to each of his children, 
Charles, Amos, Damisk D., Gedon, Sally, Mary, Phebe, John, 
Nathaniel and Emline. After his wife's death the farm was to 
go to his daughter Sintha.* 

Chi1drcn: 
1. Cha.rf,,,; m. Polly Spear, hb cousin. 
2. ,lmoH. 
:{. Damai·i" n . 
.i. Gideon. 
5. Sally. 
6. j\far_y. 
7. Phebe. 
8. John. 
9. Nathaniel. 

10. Emeline. 
11. Cynthia. 

Yiii. R1-:n1-:ccA, b. March 31, 1788; m. (1) Aug. 1, 1835, as his second 
wife, Andrew Brown; m. (2) Elisha Thomas. 

ix. IvoRY, b. Sept. 8, 1790; m. in Litchfield Feb. 28, 1816, Lois Babb; 
d. in Litchfield Aug. 3, 1849. His will, dated Dec. 1, 1848, left all 
of his estate to his wife Lois Spear and named her executrix. 
In 1850 Lois Spear, aged 62, was living in Gardiner in the same 
house with George W. Spear, aged 26, and his wife Philanda. 
Presumably George was her son, and very possibly there were 
other children. 

x. WILLIAM, b. Oct. 11, 1792; m. (I) in Litchfield Dec. 2~. 1814, Eliza
beth Brown who d. Nov. 14, 1844; m. (2) Lois R. Libby who d. 
,June 21, 1891; d. Dec. 13, 1863, aged 71 years, and buried in 
Litchfield. 

His will, <lated Dec. 13, 1861, was proved in March, 1864. He 
left his entire estate to his wife, Lois Spear, for life, and after 
her death it was to bP divided between his grandsons William 
Franklin Smith and Charles Smith. On the death of the widow 
and ex,•<·utrix in 1891 Samm·l Smith was appointed l\dminis
trator d./1.n. nn<l the two µ;randsons were paid !t200 apie~e. 

Lois R. Spear of Litchfield, by her will of May 10, 1889, left 
all her property to her three sisters· Sarah Brookings, Olive 
,Tor<lan and Rliza P. R,indall. Samuel Smith was appointed ad
ministrator r.t.n. 

Child, by first wife: 
I. r'lwrlolf<'. m. Ivory G. Smith. 

~. "':1~lli11g-ton Cmmtr. Ohio. Prohnte Court. 
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8. ANNIS
6 

SPEAR (Ebenezer," Guleon.,4 Ebenezer," Ebenezer," 
George1

) was born June 30, 1775, probably in Sanford. He 
married Sarah Hildreth, who is more often called "Sally" in 
the records, on April 26, 1796. She died in West Gardiner on 
March 11, 1857, and he on April 17, 1858. 

Several years after his marriage Annis Spear moved to Pitb;
ton where his third and fourth children were born, but in 1804 
he bought from Robert Hallowell Gardiner, the great land
owner of Gardiner, lot 113 on Cobbossecontee stream in that 
town, in the section which later became the town of West Gar
diner.* Later, in 1812, he purchased from Mr. Gardiner twelve 
and one-half acres of lot 112, and in 1818 the northern half of 
lot 114, consisting of fifty-three acres, and more of lot 112.t 
For the rest of his long life Annis Spear was a farmer in West 
Gardiner. 

On May 19, 1830, Annis and Sarah Spear gave to their son 
James Spear the fifty-eight acres in lot 114 on the north side 
of Cobbossecontee river which Spear had bought in 1818, and 
to their son Thaddeus Spear part of lot 113. + He had made 
other unrecorded purchases, for in 183.5 he deeded to his sons 
W'illiam and Gardiner Spear parts of lots 105, 106, 112, 113, 
117 and 118, and the two young men leased the property back 
to their father and mother for the term of their lives for the sum 
of ten cents a year if demanded. This lease was discharged in 
1838.§ 

Annis and Sally Spear lived to have their photographs taken, 
in their very old age. He, looking thoroughly terrified by the 
ordeal, has "Dundreary" whiskers and wears a stock and a coat 
with a velvet collar. I I His wife, more at ease, wears what appears 
to be a loose silk jacket or cape and a white cap or hood. They 
spent their last years in the home of their son Gardiner Spear. 
Annis Spear's ancestry is the subject of this pamphlet. 

Children: 
i. HANNAH, b. July ,i, 1796; m. (1) in Gardiner Jan. 30, 1817, Joseph 

Neal; m. (2) in Gardiner March 19, 1837, 1-lngh Potter, the wid
ower of her si&ter Dolly; d. Dee. 20, 1881. 

ii. Dou.v, h. ,July 27, 1798; m. Dec. :rn, 1819, Hugh Potter; d. Nov. 
1836. 

iii. JAM>:s, h. in Pittston Aug. 10, 1800; m. in Gardiner Nov. 30, 1826, 
Mary Ann Merrill who d. in March 1882; d. April 26, 1871. 

Kennebec Deccls, 7: 140. 
Kt'n11ebce Deeds, 2:1: IOli; 38: 247. 
Ke11nebec Deeds. 70: 2!. 22. 
Kennebec Deeds, !Hi: l;>6; 102: :mo; 101: 518. 
See the frontispiece. 
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Children, born in Gardiner: 
1. ./awn, h. May 1', 18:H; d. Juue, 188!;. 
2. Nary Elizabeth, b. Sept. 25, 1828; ~he was Mrs. Wright 

in 1891. 
3. Charles Adrian, b. Feb. 23, 1831. 
4. Melissa, b. April 15, 1833; she was Mrs. Gilman in 1891. 
5. Leander, b. Feb. 3, 1835; m. in West Gardiner Dec. 19, 

1868, Harriet E. Heed. 
6. Sarah J ., b. Oct. 12, 1836; cl. 1876; unmarried in 1860. 
7. Ueorg,iamw. b. June 2, 18:1!); d. in 1848. 
8. Alo11zo, b. Nov. 12, 184,1; living in 1891. 
9. Franklin, b. March 27, 1843; d. Feb. 4, 1863, aged l!l, at 

Aquay Creek, Va. 
10. Loui.a, I.,. April H, 18,1,5; cl. in 1848. 
11. Jame.~ A/J/Jott, b. Aug. 10, 184,8; living in 1891. 
12. Annette, b. Sept. 13, 1852; living, unmarried, in 1891. 

iv. T11AoDEOS, b. in Pittston Sept. 24, 1802; rn. (1) in Gardiner Nov. 
28, 1827, Mary Ann Fuller who d. Oct. 13, 1844; m. (2) in Gar
diner Jan. 1:1, 18,l£5, Susan F. Brann who d. July Hi, 18b2; he d. 
May 27, 18M. 

He served We&t Gnrdi11cr as selectman 1851-1852, 1855-1858, 
and was twice a representative to the Maine Legislature. During 
the "gold rush" he made two trips to California. 

The will of Thaddeus Spear of West Gardiner was made Feb. 
25, 1864, Charles Danforlh being named executor. He mentions 
his deceased daughter Abigail Brann, his sons Justin and Wal
lace and his daughters Lucy, Sarah, Clara, Susan and Hannah 
Spear, who were to receive their legacies when they reached the 
age of twenty-one.* 

Children, by first wife: 
1. Abigail, b. Jan. 9, 1829; m. Dec., 1849, Francis W. 

Brann; d. Nov. 15, 1857. 
2. Albert. b. Sept. II, 1830; d. June 20, 1855. 
3. illaria .I., b. June 14-, 1832; m. Dec. 1851, Eleazer Doug-

lass; d. Aug. 22, 1853. 
4. J.fory, b. Feb. 22, 18:H; d. May 5, 1854. 
5. Hannah, b. Dec. 3, 1835; d. June 27, 1853. 
6. Lucy, b. Sept. 19, 18:n; rn. Nov. l 7, 1868, Joseph E. 

Fairbanks, widower of her sister Sarah; d. Nov. 12, 
1926. 

1. Thaddeus A., b. July 24,, 18:~9; d. Feb. 26, 185G. 
8. I,attm C., b. ,June 29, 1842; d.. Aug. 22, 1862. 
9. Sarah C., h. Sept. 23, 1844; m. ,Joseph E. Fairbanks; cl. 

May 21,, 18fi7. 

By second wife: 
10. Walla,·" O .. h. Sept. 20, lRW; d. May 8, 1869. 
11. J,utin F., b. Oct. IO, 181-7; d. Sept. 6, 18G5, having left 

Rates College to enlist in the Union army. 
12. Clara A lfoe, h. Oct. 5, 181,9; m. Frank Gilbert; d. ,Jan. 

2G, 1870. 
13. S,uan Ellen. h. Oct. :n, 1850; m. March 1, 1885, Charles 

E. Judkins; d.. ,June 18, 1923. 
14. Jlannah .lane. b. April 21, 18153; d. ,Jan. 15, 1871. 
15. Ida May. h. Mny 7, 1856; d. Sept. 9, 1863. 

-,.. KennchC'c ProhatP. 
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v. SALLY, b. Sept. 20, 1804; m. Nov. 8, 1827, Joseph Fuller. 
vi. JERUSHA, b. in Gardiner July 16, 1807; d. Oct. 12, 1809. 
vii. W1LLIAJ1I, b. Nov. 16, 1809; m. in Gardiner Dec. 5, 1836, Emily 

Pope; d. after Jan. 3, 1871, when he made his will at West Gar
diner, leaving $100 to the Free Will Baptist Missionary Society 
and the rest of his estate to his wife Emily Spear. 

Child: 
I. Orrin; aged 11 in 1850; d. before 1860. 

viii. GARDINER, b. March 7, 1812; m. in Gardiner Nov. 28, 1839, Patience 
M. Merrill who d. Aug. 23, 1892; d. Jan. 4, 1901. He was a 
farmer and moved from West Gardiner to Lisbon in 1865. 

Children: 
l. Mart ha Adelia. b. Feh. :i, 1841; m. Alfred C. Strout; cl. 

Nov. 10, 1907. 
2. Sarah A., b. Aug. 3, 1842; m. May 12, 1861, Oliver R. 

Small; d. March Hi, 1906. 
3. Calvin Gardiner, b. Feb. 6, 1846; d. May 3, 1847. 
4. Ella Almirn, b. Aug. 2, 1849; m. (1) Charles Thomas; 

m. (2) Scott Hinkley; d. in 1939, s.p. 
5. Herbert Gardiner, b. Nov. 30, 1851; m. (1) Abbie Bick

ford; m. (2) Genevieve Edwards; d. June 31, 1934, s.p. 
6. Mabel Carrie, b. Feb. 25, 1856; m. Dr. Alfred Dow Saw

yer; living at Fort Fairfield in 1943. 
ix. JOHN. b. Aug. 24, 1814; m. Jan. 13, 1837, Esther Littlefield who d. 

,Tune 1, 1882, aged 65; d. April 20, 1902. 

Children: 
I. Susan, b. May 4, 1839; d. unmarried Dec. 28, 1914. 
2. Everett, h. Dec. 17, 1840. 
3. Emily, b. May 22, 1842. 
4. Alvin, b. Feb. 8, 1844; d. Dec. 18, 1914. 
5. Matilda, b. Nov. 8, 1846; d. unmarried Nov, 4, 1930. 
6. Eugene, b. Nov. 29, 1847; d. young. 
7. John AnniR, b. Feb. 8, 1849; m. about 1877 Sadie Tyler; 

d. April, 1928. 
8. Warren, b. Oct. 20, 1851; d. Dec. 21, 1866, aged 1-5. 
9. Loufaa, b. Dec. 25, 1854; d. unmarried June 3, 1927. 

IO. Eugene, b. Nov. 29, 1858; living in 1943. 
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HEATH 

1. lsAAc HEATH, whose age was fifty when he emigrated to 
New England in 1635 and seventy-five when he died in 1660, 
was born about 1585. From what we know of him and his brother 
William it would appear that they were natives of the country
side where the counties of Essex and Hertford meet. 

Sometime before 1630 Isaac Heath married Elizabeth Miller, 
daughter of Thomas Miller, gentleman, of Bishop's Stortford, 
co. Hertford. She was born in 1593/4, and very pr~bably one 
or both of the couple had been married Lefore. Their marriage 
record has not come to light. 

Thomas Miller, father of Elizabeth Heath, was a graduate 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, where he obtained a B.A. in 
1584/5 and an M.A. in 1588. By his wife Agnes he had three 
daughters who came to New England, Elizabeth (baptized at 
Bishop's Stortford March 8, 159!3/ 4), who married Isaac Heath, 
Agnes (baptized at Bishop's Stortford May 3, 1600), who mar
ried Robert Burnap of Stansted and Amwell, co. Hertford, and 
Margaret (baptized October 2, 1603, in Bishop's Stortford), 
who married Thomas ,vatennan and settled in H,oxbury.* 

,villiam Heath, Isaac's brother, had emigrated to New Eng
land in 1632 and was living in Roxbury when Isaac and his fam
ily sailed from London in 163!5 on the Hopewell, Thomas Ball 
master, on September 11. On the passenger list the family ap
pears as Isaac Heath, "Harms maker," aged 50, Elizabeth 
Heath, aged 40, Elizabeth Heath, aged 5, and Martha Heath, 
aged 30. Heath's occupation has been read as "Harnes" maker, 
but, in either case, he was an armorer. 

The Heaths on landing proceeded to Hoxbury where Isaac, 
an elderly man in a youthful community, speedily became a 
prominent figure. He was made a freeman on May 25, 1636, 
and in 1637 and 1638 represented the town in the Massachusetts 
General Court. A strong Puritan, he was tl1e chief support of 
his minister, Rev. John Eliot, whom he had probably known in 
England, and accompanied the "Apostle to the Indians" on the 
expeditions into the wilderness to preach to the red men. In 
1637 he was chosen Ruling Elder of the Roxbury church and 

* The Millers of Bishop"s Stortford, by Spencer Miller, New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Record, 70: HH. 
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held that position for the rest of his life. He was one of the 
principal founders of the Roxbury free school in 1645. 

Martha Heath, who came with her uncle to New England, 
was probably the daughter of an elder brother. She must have 
been about thirty-eight years old when she married George 
Brand, a baker, in Roxbury on July 24, 1643. Brand died in 
1669 and his widow Martha was appointed to administer his 
estate. She, "old widow Martha Brand," died in Roxbury on 
August 1, 1686. She was childless. 

Isaac Heath died January 21, 1660(1 ). Mr. Eliot recorded 
his death twice: "Month 11. day 21. 1660. Mr. Isaac Heath, 
Ruling Elder in this church dyed & was buryed on ye 23 day" 
and "21 day. Elder Heath dyed of a sore throat, being ye issue 
of his cold and fever." Mr. John Hull of Boston made an entry 
in his "memoranda of notable events": "Jan. 21. Mr. Isaac 
Heith the Ruling Elder at Roxbury departed this life being 
about 75 yeares old, a man examplarie for piety and fidelity 
in his charg, and likewise of good ability." Widow Elizabeth 
Heath was buried in Roxbury on 14: 11 m: 16(54, aged about 
seventy. 

Elder Isaac Heath made his will January 19, 1660/1, it was 
proved on the following January 31 and recorded on November 
2, 1662. To his wife he left "this my dwelling house and orchard, 
barnes, house Lott with all my land in ye lower Calves pasture 
... by estimation 27 acres," during her life, but if she thinks 
this too cumbersome she is at liberty to choose the new end of 
the house and all rooms pertaining to it and £14 a year to be 
paid by his son Bowles. All lands as they are in "ye Transcript 
of Roxbury," except six acres in the great lot given to his son 
Bowles and "my part in ye 4000 acres which I give to ye schole 
in Roxbury," to his three grandchildren John, Elizabeth and 
Mary Bowles. "My minde is that John Bowles shall be mayn
tayned at school and brought up to learning, in what way I 
have dedicated him to God, if it please Him to accept him." To 
cousin Martha Brand, £2. To kinsman Edward Morice, £::t To 
son Bowles, serge coat and best hat. To Isaac Heath, the rest 
of his wearing apparel. Movable goods to be divided between 
his wife and grandchildren. To Mary Mory, his kinswoman, 
20s. Overseers: Brethren John Eliot and William Parke, to 
whom, as a token of love, each 20s. Executor: son Bowles. Pay
ments to Elizabeth and Mary Bowles were to be made at eigh-
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teen years of age or on day of marriage. John Bowles was to 
have a double portion of land when he came of age. To Benja
min Mory, £.5 if he "doe dutifully and dnly serve out his time." 
Witnesses: John Eliot, George Brand, ,John Stebbins. The in
ventory contained property valued at £671. There was silver 
worth £10, thirty-four pieces of pewter "new and old, great and 
small," and Benjamin Mory's time was worth £5. 

Elizabeth Heath, widow, of Roxbury, made a will which she 
failed to sign or have witnessed. On January 19, 1664, letters 
of administration were issued to John Bowles to carry out her 
wishes as well as might be. She left to "my sister Burnet* and 
Martha Brand, my two Cowes heer at home ... my sister to 
take her choice. To Isaack Burnet, lately gone to sea, my 
young sow." To Jacob Newell's wife, 20s. To Isaac Jones his 
daughter that he had by Hannah Heath, 15s. To Mary Heath 
20s. and to Nicholas \Villiams as much. To Thomas Morry 10s. 
and as much to his mother. To my cousin Garry, the old man, 
20s., and to "Goodman Fruysell that married Goodman Busketh 
Daughter," as much. "My Cousinne Capt. Johnson shall have 
the ffirst yeare's increase of my two Cowes at Isaack Williams." 
To my Grandchildren my tliree cowes two being at Isaack 
\Villiams and [one] that I left to Goodman Bush. My sister 
\Vaterman shall have the use of my mare during her life and 
I give her unto John Bowles my grandchild, and my wear
ing apparel I give between my sisters Burnet and Waterman. 
Exec: son-in-law John Bowles. 

Child, born in England: 
i. EuzABETH, b. about 1630; m. in Roxbury April 2, 1M9, ,John 

Bowles, as his second wife; d. in Roxbury July 6, 1655, aged 2.5. 
Bowles became Ruling Elder of the Roxbury church, and Par
son Eliot recorded his death as follows: "month 7, day 24, 1680 
Dear Bro. Bowles was buried, he hath been Elder above five 
years." 

Children, baptized in Roxbury: 
I. Elizabeth Rowles, bapt. Feb. 3, 16/'i0/1. 
2. Isaac Bowles, bapt. April 18, 1652; d. 9: 3: 1652. 
3 . .Tohn Bowles, bapt. June 27, 1653·; Harvard, 1671; m. by 

"the Apostle" to Sarah Eliot, daughter of Rev. John 
Eliot, j r., Nov. 16, 1681 ; Ruling Elder; Speaker of the 
General Court, 1690; d. March 30, 1691. 

4. Mary Bowle.•, bapt. April 20, 1655; m. Nov. 17, 1673, 
Thom11s Gardner. 

* A variation of Burnap. 
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2. \Vu.LIAM HEATH, brother of Isaac, was presumably born 
in some parish on the Essex-Hertfordshire borders about the 
year 1590. He married an unknown first wife who died, leaving 
him a small daughter, and about 1620 he took as his second 
wife Mary Crampthorne of Sawbridgeworth, co. Hertford. 

Mary Crampthorne was a daughter of Thomas Crampthorne 
who married Mary Lyndesell on September 27, 1580, in Saw
bridgeworth, where their daughter Mary was baptized on Jan
uary 16, 1592. It is probable that her father was that Thomas, 
son of William Crampthorne, who was baptized in the same 
parish July 31, lfifil.* 

Mary ( Lynd<·~ell) Crn1npthorne, widow, of Sawhridgt'worth, 
made her will April (i, 1(i:Hl, and it was proved February 28, 
1631. She left a legacy to her daughter Ester, wife of Thomas 
Miller. To ,John Perry, her son-in-law. To \Villiam Heath, her 
son-in-law. To John Crampthorne, her son, and to Mary, his 
wife. To Thomas Crampthorne, son of her son Daniel, l ls. to 
buy him books. Executors: her sons Daniel Crampthorne of 
Bishop's Stortford and J olrn Crampthorne of Sawbridgeworth. 
Overseer: h<>r son-in-law Thomas Miller, Jr., of Bishop's Stort
ford. t 

By 1624/5 and possibly before, 'William and Mary Heath 
were living in Nazing, co. Essex. The parson at Nazing was a 
young and ardent Puritan, Rev. John Eliot, later to become 
famous in America as "the Apostle to the Indians," and under 
his guidance many of his parishioners and neighbors, among 
them the Heaths, came to the decision to emigrate to New Eng
land. The Heaths sailed from London on the Lyon, William 
Peirce master, on ,June 22, 1632, and arrived in Boston on Sep
tember 16. The Lyon, brought on this voyage "one hundred and 
twenty-three passengers, whereof fifty children, all in health." 
The Heaths settled in Roxbury where Mr. Eliot was established 
as minister, and in his list of the members of his church he 
wrote: "William Heath. he came to this Land in the yeare 1632. 

* The family of Thomas and Mary (Lyndesell) Crampthorne consisted of the fol
lowing children, the dates being from the Sawbridgeworth register: 

Daniel, bapt. April 24, 1585; m. Sept. 14, 1610, Mary Burnap; buried July 21, 1659. 
Phebe; m. in Nov., 1614, John Perry and d. before July 9, 1628, when he m. sec

ondly Anne Newman; he emigrated to New England and settled in Roxbury, 
referring to William Heath in his will as his beloved brother. 

(/eorge, bapt. Nov. 16, 1589; d. s.p. before 1630. 
Mary, bapt. Jan. 16, 1592; m. William Heath. 
John, bapt. March 25. 1594; m. Mary--; both living in 1630. 
Hester, bapt. Jan. so. 1597; m. May 8, 1626, Thomas Miller, Jr., of Dishop's Stort

ford, co. Hertford. 
·t Commi,;;~ary Court of London, for Essex and Hert~. 
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& soonc after joyncd to the church. he brought 5 children. 
Mary. Isaak. Mary. Peleg. Hanah. Mary Heath the wife of 
Willia Heath."* 

Heath was admitted a freeman of Massachusetts Bav on 
March 4, 1632/3. He became a man of influence in Roxbury 
and represented the town in the colony's first General Court on 
May 14, 1634, and in the courts of 1637, 1639, 1640, 1641 and 
1642. In 1645 he represented the town of Dover. 

\Villiam Heath, "householder," was buried in Roxbury on 
May 30, 1652, and his widow, "aged," on December 15, 1659. 
Mr. Eliot described him as "able, godly and faithful." 

The will of William Heath of Roxbury was made May 28 
and proved October 21, 1052. To his wife for her life he gave 
the "ncwe end of my house that I nowe dwell in, both aboYe & 
below and half the great barne and half the barne yard together 
with all my Arable land and meadowe that I am nowc possessed 
of Togcither with all my Cattdl & moveable goods upon this 
Condition following ffirst that shce shall pay all my debts, sec
ondly that shee shall pay my daughter Mary Spcre Tenne 
pounds within one yearc after my death, Thirdly that she shall 
pay my daughter Hanna Tenne pounds within two yeres after 
my death." Executrix: his wife. To son Isaac, the old end of 
the dwelling house. After the death of his wife "my two soones 
shall have all my hou;;e and lands in Roxbury," Isaac a double 
portion and Peleg a single portion. To "my daughter Mary 
that I had by my ffirst wife fforty shillings a ycre out of all my 
lands to be paid by both my sonns ... during the whole tyme 
of her natural life and they to begin at the tyme of their mothers 
death and thev to enter on the land and I doe intreate my wife 
in the meane s~ason to have a motherly care over hir and ·sec yt 
shee want nothing that. is convenient for her." Overseers: my 
three friends that is to say my dcare brother Elder Heath, ,John 
Rugles & Philip Elliott. \Vitncsses: the overseers. 

Child, by first wife: 
i. MARY, possibly b. about 1615; from the wording of her father's 

will it would seem that she was unmarried and a physical or 
mental invalid in 161\2. 

To haH' two lhing- d1ildrN1 with the same lmptismal I1a111c w,1~ not uuconrnum 
in the sixteenth and early F.eventeenth centuries. I know of one similar case in the 
nineteenth century, where a mother named a daughter :Margaret only to have that 
cha.rn1ing name ousted by a nickname. She triccl again with a younger daughter with 
the same result, alas! 
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By second wife: 
ii. IsAAC, b. about 1622; m. in Roxbury Dec. 16, 16.50, Mary Davis; 

d. in Roxbury Dec. 29, 1694. 
iii. PELJm, bapt. at Nazing, co. Essex, Jan. 30, 1624/5; d. in Hoxbury 

from a wound in the knee and buried Nov. 18, 1671. He mar
ried Susanna --- who was a daughter of Dorothy, successively 
widow of --- Barker, Enoch Hunt and John King. Widow 
Dorothy King left a legacy to her daughter Susanna Heath in 
her will made in 1652. General William Heath of the Revolu
tionary Army was his descendant. 

iv. MARY, bapt. in N azing Sept. 2, 1627; m. George Spear of Brain
tree. (See Spear.) 

v. HANNAH, bapt. in Nazing Nov. 5, 1629; m. Isaac ,Tones of Dor
chester. 
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DEERING, OF BRAINTREE 





DEERING 

1. SAMFt:L DEERING first appears in the Braintree records 
in 1647 when he married Bethia Baxter who died in Braintree 
May 11, l<i51. His second wife, Mary Ray, whom he married 
November ,5, 16,51, the ceremony being performed by Mr . .Flint 
of Concord, died ,July 1, 1657. "Mr. Endicote Governor" mar
ried him to his third wife, :\'Iarv Newcomb, on November 10, 
1657. He died in Braintree October 23, 1671. The widow Mary 
Deering married George Spear of Braintree on April 27, 1675. 

In his will, dated ,Tune 2, 1659, Gregory Baxter left Samuel 
Deering, his son-in-law, an acre of salt marsh adjoining his 
house, but in a codicil substituted "two weather sheep" for the 
land. 

Deering's second mother-in-law, Mary, widow of Simon Ray, 
had married Peter George of Braintree and about 16(H they 
settled on Block Is land, off the Rhode Island coast. Apparently 
the Deerings went with them, for on March 21, 166:3, Samuel 
Deering of BlocJ-;: Island and his wife Mary and Henry Neale 
of Braintree and his wife Hannah, planters, sold to Thomas 
Holbrook of Braintree one lrnndred and forty acres in Brain
tree which had been previously bought by Ner\le and Peter 
George in 1648.* The Deerings returned to Braintree before 
1670. 

A<lministration of the estate of Samuel Deering, late of 
Braintree, was granted to his widow Mary Deering on October 
:n, 1671. On ,July 28, 1674, she was ordered to appear in court 
to answer the complaint of Joseph Adams and in the meantime 
not to alienate any of the estate. She presented her account on 
October 27, 1674, when she was ordered to pay 20s. apiece to 
the youngest seven children as they arrived at their respective 
ages, "the eldest having had her portion already." If there was 
any land llt Quinebauget belonging to Deering, it was to be 
11iYide(l equally among the eight children.+ 

Of the children, the births or baptisms of seven were recorded 
in Braintree. For an eighth child, Samud Deering of ,vren
tham is highly probable. As the daughter Sarah died young, 

* Suffolk Deeds. V: 498. 
t Plainfield, Conn. 
t Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Collections. Vol. ~!I. 
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there must have been another child, presumably a daughter, to 
make up the tally of eight who survived their father. 

Child, by first wife, born in Braintree: 
i. BETHIA, b. Aug. 6, 1649. She was left £10 by the will of her grand-

father Gregory Baxter of Braintree June 2, 1659, also a black 
calf and a black ewe. She supposedly had married and was the 
eldest child who had had her portion in 1674. 

By second wife: 
ii. MARY, b. Jan. 16, 1652/3. 
iii. HANNAH, b. Feb. 14, 1654/5. 
iv. SARAH, b. June 3, d. Sept. 4, 1657. 

By third wife: 
2. v. SAMUEL (probably), b. about 1658. 

vi. RACHEL, b. Aug. 30, 1U59; m. July HJ, 1679, Ebenezer Spear. 
(See Spear.) 

vii. SARAH, possibly born on Block Island; bapt. at Braintree Oct. 13, 
1672, ten years old, daug-hter of widow Deering. 

viii. A DAUGHTER, possibly born on Block Island. 
ix. ELIZABETH, b. Feb. 7, 1670. 

2. SAMUEL
2 

DEERING (?Samuel') was born about 16.58 if 
his age at his death in Wrentham on July 21, 1753, in his 
ninety-sixth year, was correctly estimated. He married in Mil
ton on June 26, 1688, Hannah Fairbanks, both of them then 
living in Dedham. She died July 24, 1707, in Wrentham. His 
second wife, whom he married in Wrentham May 4, 1708, was 
Mary Mmrn, daughter of the local minister, Rev. Samuel Mann. 
She died in Wrentham March 5, 1758, in her eighty-fourth 
year. 

In 1687 Samuel Deering was invited to Wrentham "to settle 
with ns, to follow the trade of blacksmith." 

Children, recorded in "\Vrentham, by first wife: 
i. HANNAH, b. in Dedham .Jan. 23, 1688/9; d. Oct. 26, 1689. 
ii. SARAH, b. in Dedham Dec. 3, 1689; m. Nov. 21, 1710, Robert Titus 

of Rehoboth. 
iii. HANNAH, b. April 16, 1691. 

By second wife: 
iv. MARY, b. Jan. 11, 1708/9; m. ,Tan. 4, 1736/7, ,John Bennett, Jr. 
v. EsrHER, b. June 7, 1710; m. Aug. 5, 1740, Samuel Ranger. 
vi. MARGARET, b. June 25. 1712; m. Jan. 21, 1735/6, Joseph Cowell. 
vii. SAMUEL, b. Oct. I, 1714; m. Feb. 2, 1736/7, Bathsheba Bennett. 
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NEWCOMB 

1. FRANCIS NEWCOMB, husbandman, aged thirty, his wife 
Rachel, aged twenty, and two children, Rachel, two and a half, 
and John, nine months, sailed from London for New England 
on the Planter, Nicholas Trarice, Master, in 1635. Unfortu
nately the parish of their origin was not given in the passenger 
list, but Newcomb's conformity was certified and he took the 
Oath of Allegiance on April 6, 1635. The family settled in the 
outlying part of Boston which became Braintree, where Francis 
Newcomb "who was accounted an hundred years old died upon 
the 27th day of May 1692." This was probably an exaggera
tion. If his age was properly given on the Planter list he would 
have been eighty-seven in 1692. 

Rachel Newcomb was admitted to the Boston church Febru
ary 28, 1635/6. Francis Newcomb was dismissed to the church 
in ·Braintree February 16, 1639. There was some doubt as to 
his wife's entire conformity to the tenets of the Boston faith, 
however, as on the same day that Newcomb was dismissed, ap
parently in good standing, a committee was chosen to inquire 
into the spiritual state of eleven persons in Braintree among 
whom was "Rachel ye wife of Francis Newcomb." A Mrs. New
comb was received into the Braintree church from Boston on 
March 5, 1684/5. 

Children: 
i. RACHEL, b. in England about 1632. 

2. ii. JOHN, b. in England about 1634. 
iii. HANNAH, bapt. in Boston Oct. 15, 1637; m. in Dedham .Jan. 8, 

1656/7, James Thorp. 
iv. MARY, b. in Braintree March 2 (March 31, by Boston record), 

1640; m. (1) Nov. 10, 1657, Samuel Deering; m. (2) April 27, 
1675, George Spear. (See Deering.) 

v. SARAH, b. ,June 31 (May 24 by Boston record), 164.1. 
Yi. ,JunrrH. b. ,Jan. ](i, IH-M; 111. in Watnlown (kt. :Ill, l(i(Hi. Samuel 

,Jennison. 
3. vii. Pi-:TF.R, h. May 16, 1618. 

"iii. ABiaAu,, b. ,July 16, l(i.51. 
ix. LEAH, h. July :m, l(J54; m. William Price. 
x. ELIZABETH, b. Aug. 26, Hi.~8; m. ( 1) in Dedham ,July :i, Hi77, ,John 

Pidge; m. (2) Dec. 28, l(i!J5, .Tames Emt>ry of Berwick. 
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2. ,ToHN2 
NEWCOMB (Frnnci.~') was born in England ahout 

1634, and was brought to Hoston b_y his parents as a baby. 
He married about 16.58 Ruth---- who died in Braintree in 
Jnne, 1697, aged sixty-one. He married, secondly, Elizabeth 
---, who survived him. He died in Braintree March 21, 1722. 

Newcomb was a farmer and his place was known as N'ew
comb's Landing, then in the town of Braintree but now in 
Quincy. His wife Elizabeth was dismissed from the Bridgewater 
church to that of Braintree on January 29, 1698. 

A British officer who became a friend of Newcomb's while his 
ship was stationed in New Englnnd, gave him a cane of man
grove wood with nn ivory head and a silver band on which is 
engraved "John Newcomb :March 1712." 

,John Newcomb made his will Ma_y 13, 1721, and it was ad
mitted to probate June 11, 1722. He left his wife Elizabeth £20 
and in return she was to release his estate, payment to her to 
be made by his son John Newcomb and his grandson Samuel 
Copeland. To his son ,John Newcomb, who had already had more 
than his double portion, !5s. To his grandson Samuel N cweorn h, 
.5s., his father Samuel Newcomb, deceased, the testator's son, 
having already had more than his portion. To his son-in-lftw 
Richard Davenport, ,5s. hccausc his wife had had more than any 
of her sisters b_v far. To his little granddaughter, Abigail 
Kingman, his biggest chest. To his wife, "that bed we l_vc upon 
during her life, and all her wearing Clothes to be at her own 
dispose." Residue to daughters Ruth Copeland, Rachel Fenno. 
Hannah Thayer, Bethia Kin{-,Yfllan and the children of daughter 
Mary (Mercy?) Pratt, deceased. Executors: wife Elizabeth 
and son John Newcomb. VVitnesses: John Sanders, Lydia Pray, 
Joseph ParmPnter. The irJYentory amounted to £83.* 

Children, born and baptized in Braintree: 
i. JoHN, h. April 13, 1659; m. Elizabeth Everett, who d. Feb. 14, 1708. 

She was admitted to Braintree church Dec. 15, 1689, and he 
July 13, 1697. 

Children, born in Braintree: 
1. .Tohn; m. Mary--. 
2. Ebenezer; d. ,Jan. '.30, 1689, from a gunpowder burn. 
3. Elizabeth, h . .Tan. 7, 1689/90. 
4. EbRnezer, h. ,Jnne 3, 1694; m. Dec. 22, 1718, Sarah Wilct. 
5. I.mac, b. April 24, 1700; m. (1) April 9, 1722, Thankful 

White who d. Dec. 30, 1722; m. (2) Nov. 17, 1721-, 
Mary Nash of Weymouth; d. shortly before ,July 11. 
1761. 

* Suffo}k l'roha1('. No. 1:1!):J. 
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ii. SAMU>:1., b. Feb. 25, luG0/1; m. ,Tan. 16, l(i89, Sarah Shefiield. She 
was granted adminbtration on his estate May 8, 1708, John 
Marshall and nenjamin Halawell or Hollaway being her bonds
men. From the account it appears that Samuel Newcomb was 
bound hy agreement to contribute to the maintenance of his 
mother-in-law Mrs. S11rnh Sheflicld. The inventory totalled £118.* 

Children, born in Braintree: 
l. 8aruh., b. 1690; m. Nov. 12, 1719, George Newman "of 

Great Britltin." 
2. 8a111twl,h . .Ju1w!l, lli!ll-; mariner, of Bridgehampton, l,011µ; 

Island, in I n5. 
:1. Rdmu11d, h. Nov. 4, l!i!Hi; m. ,lune 25, 1719, Mary Em

mons; a chairmakcr in noston. 
,t, Rxperi1mc1•; m. ,Tan. 31, l'l'l(i/7, Daniel Mason. 
5. R"th, hapt. Aug. 27, 1G99; m. April 21, 1726, Benjamin 

Wheeler. 
6. N11r:iJ. b. Sept. :w, 1701; rn. Oct. 15, 172:l, ,Tuhn Hawk 

of Boston. 
7 .• 1,m, hapt. Sept.:;, 170:\; m., int . .July 10, 1729, William 

Brown. 
iii. RuTH; m. hy 1683 ,J olrn Copeland of Braintree. 
iv. MERCY, b. April, l(i(j5; m. ,John Pratt. 
v. HANNAH, hapt. Oct. 13, Hi72; m. (1) Nov. 22, Hi93, William Hay

ward; m. (2) Dec. 20, 1712, nenjamin Thayer. 
vi. BETHIA, b. Jan. 14-, l(i73/4; m. in Bridgewater Dec. l, 1698, ,John 

Kingman. 
vii. RACHEL, bapt. Oct. 1:3, 167-; m. ,John Fenno of Stoughton. 

-viii. ABIGAIL, bapt. March 2,5, 1677; m. May 21, 1707, Richard Daven
port. 

ix. lsAAC, bapt. March 2'.3, IU78/!l; d. young. 

3. PETER.2 NEWCOMB (Francis 1
) was born in Braintree May 

16, 1648. He married Susanna Cutting on ,June 26, 1672. She 
was dismissed from the church at Watertown to the Braintree 
church June 11, 1G74. She died before 1704 when he ha<l mar
ried a second wife, widow Mary (Phillips) Humphrey of ,vey
mouth. 

He served the town in all of the minor offices, fence-viewer, 
field-driver, surveyor and tythingrnan. He was admitted to the 
church on March 4, 1722/3. 

The will of Pet.er N"cwcomh of Braintree, made April 8, l 7ifi, 
was proved ,June 10, 1725. To my son ,Jonathan Newcomb, be
side what had already heen giYen him, certain meadow and creek 
thatch. To my son Peter Newcomb, the west end of my dwelling 
honse which he now liveth in, the orchard adjoining thereto, one 
end of my barn, my horse and tackling, cart, ploughs, chains 
and still, r<'serving liberty for my son Richard sometimes to use 
them, also my h<'dstead and hPst <'hest, he finding firewood for 

'' Suffolk Probate, No. ~101. 
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my wife and summering and wintering her a cow whilst she bear 
my name. To my son Richard Newcomb, all my land purchased 
of Mr. Hobart and that piece of land adjoining it, the other 
end of the barn, all the lands in the fence field bought of ,T amcs 
Puffer, also the end of my dwelling house which I now live in, 
reserving liberty for my wife to live therein during her widow
hood. If Peter should desire to have the said end of the house 
he shall allow Richard for it so much as indifferent men shall 
say it is worth. To Richard, my yoke of oxen, my three year old 
heifer and my mare. To my three sons Jonathan, Peter and 
Richard Newcomb, my purchase lands to be equally divided. 
To Peter and Richard, my sheep and lambs to be equally di
vided. My daughters Susanna Hobart, deceased, and Sarah 
Hobart, now living, have had their portions. To my daughter 
Rachel Everett, £10 to be paid by my son Peter. To my wife 
Mary Newcomb, the use of my dwelling house while she bears 
my name, my best bedstead, bed and bedding, also the rest of 
my household movables to dispose of among my children as she 
shall see fit, also a good cow. All that belongs to me in Wey
mouth to be disposed among her children as she shall sec med. 
Funeral charges are to he paid out of my money, the remainder 
of the money to my wife for her comfort. Executors: wife lvlar_y, 
sons Jonathan and Peter Newcomb. vVitnesses: Samuel llaxtcr, 
,John Hinds, Joseph Parmentcr.sr' 

The will of Mary Newcomb, widow, of Braintree, made March 
21, 1738, proved May 9, 1138, mentions her son ,Jonas Humph
rey of ,vcymouth, her daughter Mary Newcomb, her grand
children Peter, Richard and Susanna Newcomb. To my grand
son Jedediah Newcomb, the land that fell to me at the death of 
my son Richard Newcomb. Executors: son Jonas Humphrey, 
daughter Mary Newcomb. vVitnesses: John Hains, Mary Hains, 
Samuel Tompson. Jonas Humphrey renounce<l executorship.t 

Children, born in Braintree, by first wife: 
i. Su~ANNA, b. June 22, 1673; m. April 5, 1699, Denjamin Hobart. 
ii. RACHEL, b. Oct. 31, 1675; d. Feb. 5, 1678. 
iii. PETER, b. May 5, 1678; d. young. 
iv. RACHEL, bapt. Aug. 15, 1680; m. Feb. 4, 170:3, William Everett. 
v. SARAH, bapt. March 4, 1683/4; m. -- Hobart. 
vi. ,ToNATHAN, b. March 1, 1685/6; m. Deborah -- who d. Nov. 

1780, aged 95. He held numerous small offices in Braintree and 
was constable in 1724. In 1728 he and his family moved to Nor
ton and he was dismissed to the Norton church in I 734. He is 

* Suffolk Probate, No. 5105. 
t Suffolk Probate, No. 7134. 
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said to have dice] while a member of the Louisburg expc1lition, 
although hi,; age in I 7,1,5 would seem to make such service un
likely. His will, proved Nov. 11, 174.5, left his property to his 
wife Deborah, sons ,J onalhan, ,Joseph, Benjamin, Samu!'! and 
William (Px1·r11tor) and daughter, fkborah, .Judith and Snrah. 

Children, born in Braintree: 
1. Jonathan, b. May 13, 1711; m. (1) May 3, 1737, Mercy 

Everett; m. (2) April 4, 1771, lluth Blancharcl; cl. 
Nov. 19, 1802, aged 91. 

2. Deborah, b. May rn, 1713; m. March 20, 1745/6, ,Jona
than Hodges. 

3. Jo.•eph, b. July 2, 171G; m. in Norton Oct. 3, 1745, ,Judith 
Pratt; d. Oct. 2, 1778. 

4. Benjamin, b. April 9, 1719; III. in Norton Nov. 24, 1743, 
Mary Everett; d. April 15, 1808. 

5. William, b. July 21, 1721; m. March 20, 1758, Mary 
Barney; d. March 17, 17!10. 

6. Jndith, b. Feb. 23, 1724; III. May 23, 1748, Bliss Tolman 
of Stoughton. 

1. Samuel, h. Sept. I, 17(26); m. April 13, 17!;8, Mary 
(Hodges) Mowry. 

8. Sarah; d. unmarried. 
vii. PETER, b. July 29, 1689; m. Jan. 1711/2 Mary Humphrey. She was 

appointed administratrix of the estate of her husband, Peter 
Newcomb, late of Braintree, on May 9, 1738, Samuel Tompson 
and John Haines being her bondsmen. She swore to the inven
tory of £740 on June 20, 1738. She died before completing ad
ministration and Peter Newcomb, distiller, of Pauteuxit, ll. I., 
was appointed administrator d.b.n. <Jn Feb. 22, 1744, ,Toseph 
Pray and B<'n.iamin Cleverly being his sureti!'s.* 

Children, horn in Braintree: 
1. Peter, b. ,July 22, 1712; d. Aug. 5, 1712. 
2. Peter, b. Sept. 2, 17B. He received 2s. from the town 

for shooting birds (crows?) in 1728. In 1744 he was a 
distiller, living in Pawtucket, R. I. 

3. JNlcdiah, h. ,Jan. 15, 17Hi/7. After the death of a first 
wife whose name is not known, hem. (2) widow 'Eliza
beth Dellher or Dill, whom., third, Nov. 27, 1760, Renoni 
Spear; d. Sept. 1759. 

4. Susanna, (twin), h. March H, 1118/9; d. at age of 
7 days. 

5. Mary (twin), h. March 14. 1718/9; d. at age of 6 days. 
6. ,'lu,Hmmfl. h. Nov. 12, 1720; m., int. Dec. 11, 17!;6, Wil

liam Morto. 
7 . .lwrrwR, b. Aug. 5, I 724; d. young. 
8. Uichard, h. Nov. 8, 1728; m. (1) March 13, 1750, Abigail 

Thayer; m. (2) .Tan. rn, 1761, Rebecca Brackett; m. 
(3) Nov. 8, 1765, Sarah Paine who d. July 31, 1824, 
aged 87; d. Dec. 5, 1804. 

9. Thoma.s: a trader in Gloucester, ll. I., in 1763, a hus
bandman in Providence in 1765. 

,·iii. llICHARn, bapt. May 14, 1694; d. young. 

* Suffolk l'l'obale, No. 713.l. 
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By second wife: 
ix. RICHARD, b. March 17, 1704. Administration on his estate was 

granted to his brother Jonathan Newcomb of Norton on Aug. 
19, 1728, Ezra Morss of Walpole and Eleazer Fisher of Dedham 
his bondsmen. The apprnisers filed an inventory of £'.331. .. 

* Suffolk Probate, No. 5652. 
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TOWER 

1. ROBERT TowEJt and Dorothy Damon were married in 
Hingham, co. Norfolk, England, on August 31, 1607, and there 
she was buried November 10, 1629, and he May 1, 1634. Except 
for the baptism of their son John the Hingham parish register 
contains no other entry relating to them, in fact, no other men
tion of the name Tower. It is obvious that Robert Tower was 
a stranger to the parish before his marriage.* 

Child: 
2. i. JOHN, bapt. in Hingham May 14, 1609. 

2. J OHN2 TowER ( Robert1
) was baptized in Hingham, co. 

Norfolk, May 14, 1609. He came to New England in 1637, fol
lowing the large group of emigrants from Hingham who came 
in 1635 under the influence of Rev. Robert Peck who had been 
their rector since 1605, but who did not himself embark until 
1638. In his records for the year 1637 Daniel Cushing, the 
town clerk of Hingham in Massachusetts, made the entry "John 
Tower and Samuel Lincoln came from Old Hingham and both 
settled at New Hingham." 

John Tower married Margaret !brook in February, 1638/9. 
They both died in Hingham, she on May 15, 1700, and he on 
February 13, 1701/2. 

Soon after Tower's arrival the town granted him a house lot 
of three acres on Bachelor Street, a "great lot" of ten acres, 
a four acre planting lot on the "plain neck" and an acre and a 
half of salt marsh on the north side of Layford Lyking river. 
He sold his house lot in 1638 and bought from Thomas Shaw 
a dwelling house and lot, also on Bachelor Street, and also 
Shaw's great lot, planting lot and marsh. When his original 
grant of salt marsh was found to be within the bounds of the 
town of Hull, he was compensated by Hingham for its loss by 
the grant, in 1647, of two and a half acres of marsh at Cony
hassett. 

On December 13, 1638, he made application for admission as 
a freeman of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and it was granted 
on March 13, 1638/9. 

* This account is based on the very fine Tower Genealogy, by Charlemagne Tower, 
Cambridge, 1891. 
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In 1644 a serious controversy arose in Hingham in which 
John Tower was deeply involved. The town had grown in popu
lation and it was decided that its military company should be 
commanded by a captain instead of a lieutenant as in the past. 
Anthony Eames, who had been the local lieutenant, was elected 
captain, but before he obtained his commission another election 
was held and Bozoon Allen was elected. The two men and their 
partizans appealed to the General Court and soon the Council 
and even the church became involved. John Tower and his Ho
bart brothers-in-law were active in Allen's behalf, and, when the 
church threatened Eames with excommunication, Tower testi
fied against him. Eames complained tu the magistrates who had 
Tower arrested, and upon his denial of their jurisdiction in the 
case they eommilted him to prison. How long· he remained there 
is not known, but in June, 1645, a fine of £5 which was assessed 
on Tower for his part in the disturbance was remitted in view 
of his imprisonment. The final result was that, with feeling 
running so high, neither Eames nor Allen was appointed cap
tain but Lieut. Torrey of Weymouth was installed. 

In 1654 Tower was named among the settlers of the new 
town of Lancaster, but if he actually went there he did not 
long remain. In 1661 he bought from Rhode Island Indians a 
large tract of land known as Toushkenuck. The Indians had no 
sense of personal ownership of land, however, and other chiefs 
had previously sold this land to Roger Williams and his asso
ciates. After William Harris, representing the Williams inter
est, had made two voyages to England to press the Rhode 
Island claim, their title was upheld and Tower lost his hopeful 
purchase. 

In the town of Hingham ,John Tower, by purchase and by 
the division of common lands, acquired a large acreage during 
his long life. Possibly his largest purchase was from Edward 
,vilder on May 16, 1664, of a house, outbuildings and lots 
containing a total of about thirty acres. On this land he built 
a new house, and three of his sons also built or occupied houses 
already standing there. In King Philip's war, according to his 
own statement he "at his own proper charge fortified his house" 
and begged of the town authorities "that his four sons and one 
or two persons more, that he may hire at his own cost, may be 
allowed him for the garrisoning his house ... my sons having 
deserted their own dwellings and brought their goods unto my 
fortification." 
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\Vhen the town built a new meeting-house, still in use and one 
of the most interesting churches in New England, in 1680, ,John 
Tower with four other aged men was given a scat directly be
neath the pulpit. 

Tower did not leave a will and no administration of his estate 
is on record. Apparently he gave much of his land to his chil
dren in his old age, but only a portion of the deeds embracing 
these gifts are recorded. 

Children, born in Hingham: 
'.~. L ,To1rn, bapt. Dec. 13, 1639. 

ii. JoNA1'11AN, hapt. Aug. I, 1641; d. young. 
iii. !BROOK, bapt. Feb. 7, lli4.1/4; rn. (1) April 24, 1668, Margaret 

Harding of Braintree who d. in Hingham Nov. 19, 1705; m. (2) 
Aug. 6, 1712, widow Patience Hobart; d. in Cohasset Nov. 22, 
1732, aged 88 years, 9 months. 

iv. J1rnE!>lIAH, bapt. March 9, 1645/6; m. Nov. 1670, widow Elizabeth 
Rowlands who d. in Providence, R. I., Aug. 9, 1723; administra
tion on his estate p:ranted to his widow Jan. 30, 1676/7. 

v. ELTZABJ!TH, bapt. Oct. 9, 161-8; rn. Oct. 9, 1667, William Roberts 
of Boston. 

vi. SARAH, bapt. July lfi, JG/j(); m. --- Curtis. 
vii. HANNAH, bapt. ,July 17, IG52; m. (1) -- Cowell, very possibly 

that Richard Cowell who served in King Philip's War, being in 
a company principally composed of men from Braintree, Hinµ:
ham and Weymouth under Capt. Isaac Johnson (Aug. 27, 1675) 
and Capt. ,James Oliver (Feb. 19, l(J75/6) and of whom no 
further trace is found; m. (2) Nov. 13, 1677, David Whipple. 

viii. BENJAMIN, hapt. Nov. 5, Hiii1-; m. Sept. l(i80 Deborah Garnet; d. 
in Hingham March 24, 1721/2. 

ix. JKMIMA, b. April 25, HiGO; m. in Hingham Dee. 17, 1705, Thomas 
Gamet, her name being mistakenly recorded as J11,dith. 

x. SA!>lur.L, b. ,Jan. 26, 1661/2; m. (1) Dec, 14, 1683, Silence Damon 
of Scituate who d. in Hingham Nov. 15, 1102; m. (2) .Tan. 20, 
1704, Deborah Hayward who <1. in Hingham Jan. 30, 1742; d. in 
Hingham March 21, 1723/4. 

3. Joml TowEn (John,2 Robert 1
) was baptized in Hing

ham December 1:3, 1639. He married Mav 14, 1669, Sarah 
Harding* of Braintree, who died in Braintre'e October 16, 1729. 
He died in Braintree August 30, 1693. 

In 1682 Tower bought a tract of land in Plymouth Col
ony, probably intending to settle there, and the town of Hing
ham contributed £10 towards the purchase price, obtaining the 
money by the sale of wood on Cooper's Islands. He changed his 
mind, however, and moved to Braintree by 168.5/6. The Brain-

* Sarah Hardin (Harcling-), who marrierl John Tower. anrl Marg-aret Harclin, who 
married John,s brother Ibrook Tower in Hl68, are said to have been sisters, which is 
very probable. and rlauirhtcrs of .John Hanlin. No documentary evidence of their 
parentag-e has h<:-en found. 
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tree town records contain no information about him and no will 
or administration papers of his estate are to be found. 

Children: 
i. BENJAMIN, b. in Hingham Jan. 25, 1673/4; m. Deborah Whipple 

of Rehoboth, his first cousin, and lived in that part of Rehoboth 
which later became Cumberland, R. I.; will made Dec. 27, 1742, 
proved Aug. 16, 1743. 

ii. GmEON, b. in Hingham Jan. 26, 1676/7; d. in Braintree Oct. 26, 
1698. 

iii. SARAH, b. in Hingham Oct. 21, 1679. 
iv. JOHN, b. in Hingham June 18, 1682. 
v. JosEPH, b. in Braintree Feb. 27, 1685/6; m. (l) Ruth Thayer who 

d. in Braintree March 28, 1752; m. (2), int. March 27, 1756, 
Elizabeth Arnold; m. (3), int. Sept. 1759, widow Hannah Jones. 

vi. MARY, b. in Braintree April 26, 1690; m. by Rev. Samuel Niles 
Jan. 12, 1726/7, to Ebenezer Spear. (See Spear.) 
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!BROOK 

R1cHARD lnRooK, who was born about 1580, lived in the sea
coast parish of Southwold, co. Suffolk. He married, before 1607, 
Margaret ---. "Old Eybrook," who was buried in South
wold on December 20, 1612, may have been his father. That the 
name was sometimes Brook or Broke is proved by the burial 
record on January 26, 1632, of Widow Broke while her will* 
proved at Ipswich in 1632, is indexed under Alice Ibrooke, 
Southwold. Richard lbrook was bailiff of Southwold in 1614, 
1624 and 1635. 

In 1635 Ibrook came to New England with his wife and 
daughters and settled in Hingham, where the town granted him 
a house-lot of four acres on Broad Cove, adjoining the lots of 
John Palmer, William Cockerum and Rev. Peter Hobart. The 
records arc practica1ly barren of references to him, but on 
March 5, 1638/9, he was fined £5 "for tempting 2 or more 
Maydcs" and was also ordered to pay 20s. apiece to Rebecca 
Phippen and Mary Marsh, the recipients of his amorous at
tentions. 

Two entries in the diary of his son-in-law, Rev. Peter Hobart, 
are: "1651, Nov. 14-Ml'. Ibrook dyed," and "1664, April 4-
Mothcr Ibrook dyed." 

Children, baptized in Southwold: 
i. JoHN, bapt. Sept. 16, and buried Sept. 21, 1607. 
ii. ELIZABETH, bapt. Aug. 31, 1608. 
iii. CHRISTIAN; m. William Cockerum. William Cockerum bad a grant 

of a house-lot in Hingham in 1635, adjoining Richard !brook's 
Jot. He returned to England and in 1637 sailed with his family 
for his American home on the Mar11 Anne of Yarmouth, William 
Goose, master. On May 15, 1637, is entered in the port records 
"The examination of William Cockram of Southould in Suff. 
mariner ageed 28 yeers and Christian his wife aged 26 yeeres 
with 2 children and 2 Servantes desirous to pass to new england 
to inhabitt." In Hingham Cockerum had further land grants 
and on March 13, 1638/9, he took the Freeman's Oath. John 
Neale, the servant of Mr. Cockram, was committed to prison 
on suspicion of felony on October 27, 1642. He is presumably 
the same John Neale who was severely whipped on Sept. 3, 1639, 
for running awa.y from his master and stealing and who was 
committed to his m:ister to be kept chained.t About August 
1637, the town granted William Cockerell, fisherman, a four 

* Not available for abstract f01· tl,e duration of the war. 
t See The Ancestry of Sarah Slone, W. G. Davis, 1980, p. 57. 
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acre house-lot adjoining that of .. William Cockerum ut Broad 
Cove, and several years later Cockerell sued Cockerum, mariner, 
stating that he had attempted to enter this land tu build a 
house and plant, once in 16:18 and again in lli:l!l, but that Cock
erum nrevented him.* Cockerell did not remain in Hingham and 
is possibly the man of that name who was later in Salem with 
his wife Elizabeth and their children. 

Cockerum and his family returned to England in Hi.Jc2, Mr. 
Hobart's diary saying on October 3 "brother Cockr'm Sayled fur 
England." On March 25, 1657, William Cockrain of Southold, co. 
Suffolk, mariner, gave a power of attorney to his son William 
Cockrain, jr., to sell all such houses or lands properly his in the 
town of Hingham, a house lot, a great lot, a planting lot and 
a meadow lot. The witnesses were Christian Cockraine and 
Robert !brook. The young man, "now resident in Hingham," 
sold to .John Tower one-half of twelve acres laid out to Ilichartl 
!brook and William Cockerum and three acres of salt-marsh on 
September 25, 1657. His other sales before his return to England 
are nnt recordcd:I 

The three six-acre planting lots of Mr. Richard !brook, Wil
liam Cockerum and William Cockerell, lying in one piece of 
land, were owned by ,John and Margaret Tower on April 30, 
1685, when they sold them to Stephen French of Weymouth 
for £50. 

Children: 
I. William Cockerum, born in England. 
2. A child, the second of the two with their parents in 1637. 
3. :llartha Oockerum, b. in Hingham Aug. 19, 1638. 
4,. Jonathan Gockerum, b. in Hingham April 5, 1640. 
5. Mary Cockerum, b. in Hingham Feb. 2, 1642. 

iv. REBECCA; m. Rev. Peter Hobart of Hingham. 
v. THOMAS, bapt. Aug. 10, 161.5. 
vi. ANNE, bapt. ,Tune 3, 1611. 
vii. MARGARET. hapt. Sept. 3, 1620; m. in Hingham Feb., 1638/9, John 

Tower. This marriage and that of Ellen !brook are entered in 
Rev. Peter Hobart's diary. (See Tower.) 

viii. HELEN, bapt. Nov. 10, 1622; m. (Ellen) in Hingham March, 1638, 
Capt. Joshua Hobart. 

ix. MATTHEW, bapt. ,Tan. 16, 1G26. 

* Lechforrl'.q Notebook, p. ~o. 
1· Suffolk fleeds. II I : r.2-R. 
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HATCH 

1. JoHN HATCH, born about 1,575, was married and living 
in the parish of Newton Ferrers in South Devon in 1600. New
ton Ferrers, some six miles south-east of Plymouth, lies on the 
river Yealm, a short distance from its mouth, the church and 
village being upon a broad and shallow tidal creek to the east
ward of the main channel of the river. Hatch is not an uncom
mon name in this part of Devon, and, as John Hatch's family 
seems to have been its sole representative in Newton Ferrers 
in the early seventeenth century, it is probable that he came 
there from a neighboring parish. Until 1620 the Newton Fer
rers parson used only the father's name in recording the bap
tisms of children, but in that year he commenced to add the 
mother's name as well, and so through the baptism of their last 
child we learn that John Hatch's wife was named Anne. Anne 
Hatch was buried on February 4, 1641/2, and John Hatch on 
July 2·, 1642. 

Children, baptized at Newton Ferrers, co. Devon: 
i. CHRISTOPHER, bapt. March 18, 1600; m. Aug. 9, 1624, Clemish 

Trevece; d. between 1625 and 1629. 

Child: 
I. Dorca.•, bapt. Sept. 21, 1625; buried Feb. 5, 1629, "daugh-

ter of Christopher Hatch deceased." 
ii. ELIZABETH, bapt. Oct. 30, 1603; m. Oct. 22, 1632, Thomas Phillips. 
iii. Jmrn, bapt. March 28, 1607. 
iv. JOAN, bapt. Jan. 23, 1610. 
v. CHARLES, bapt. Sept. 5, 1613. He was nineteen years old and still 

the apprentice of Clement Pcnwill of Newton Ferrers when he 
sailed on the Welcome with Mr. John Winter some time before 
Jan. 10, 1632/3, for the Richmond Island plantation of Mr. 
Robert Trelawny of Plymouth, having been hired as a fisher
man. In the account which Mr. Trelawny received from Mr. 
Winter in August, 1634, it appears that there were £3 due 
Hatch's master, Clement Penwill, after the supplies and clothing 
which he had received at Richmond Island were subtracted 
from his earnings. Hatch must have come of age in September 
of 1634 when he would have been free of his apprenticeship, 
and he possibly sailed for England on the Hmiter, which left 
on July 3 and arrived in Plymouth August 7, 1634. While at 
home he got married, but the Newton Ferrers register contains 
no record of it. About Nov. 30, 1636, with his brother Philip, 
he again set out for New England on the Hercules, arriving at 
Richmond Island Feb. 13, 1636/1. In Winter's account dated 
May 21, 1639, it appears that Hatch had earned £18: 7: 5 by 
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fishing since his return, but he was debtor in the sum of £22: 
17: 11½, 12s. 6d. of which was '"for Monie pd his wife by Mr 
Trelawnie." He had spent about £7 for "commodities in the 
house," £2: 18: l % for tobacco, 16s. 1 ½d. for aqua vitae (brandy) 
and £2: Hi: 4 for wine. His wife seems to have been a very 
secon<larv consideration. On June 27, 1640, ~'inter wrote Mr. 
Trelawny a long and detailed letter on the business of the 
plantation in which he says "Charrells Hatch you may se by his 
account what money he hath allowed but he is shorte of account, 
& hath promysed me to serve yt out; but for to give his wyfe 
any more money he saies will nol allow of yt, because she hath 
not written him what she hath receaved. She doth acknowledge 
but 2s. 6d. that she hath receaved of you, by her letter." Hatch 
having been present in 1633 when George Cleeve departed from 
Spurwink in the, Trelawny patent for Casco, lw was in c"urt 
as a witness in 1641 when Cleeve and Winter were involved in 
litigation. In his letter of July 29, 164,l, Winter states that the 
contract with Hatch had expired in January but that he had 
agreed to stay on until the end of the fishing. From July, 1639, 
to June 22, 16W, he had earned £9: 5: ¾, but again "sun
dry commodities" supplied to him had exceeded this amount." 
'Whether Charle~ Hlltch returned to England and his wife, who 
would seem to have had a just complaint for non-support, or 
went to York with his brother Philip when they abandoned Rich
mond Island, is nnt known. A1thongh his name as a livin1~ man 
docs not again appear in Maine records, he must in either ease 
have left some small property here for on June 29, 1654, the 
court ordered that Philip Hatch administer the estate of his 
hrolher Charles Hatch lately deceased, and on June 13, 1655, 
Phi1ip p;,sted hies hc,nd of £10.r He """' probably lost on " 
fishing voyage with the five other fishermen whose estates were 
presented to the court at the samP time. 

2. vi. PHILIP, bapt. Dec. 28, 1616. 
vii. B1rn.TAMIN, b. about 1618; m. Feb. 6, 1638, Judith Taylor. 

Children, baptized in K ell"ton Ferrers: 
1. Hester, bapt. No,,. 4, 1640. 
2. John, bapt. April 4, 1643. 
8. ]fargaret, bapt. Aug. 17, 1645. 
4. Elias, bapt. March 17, 1648. 

viii. DowsABF:L, bapt. April 8, 1620. 

2. Pmur 2 H:\TCH (John1
) was baptized at Newton Ferrers, 

co. Devon, on December 28, 1616. He was an apprentice of 
Nicholas Ball of Newton Ferrers when he sailed with his brother 
Charles on the Hercnle!I in ~ovember, 1636, for New England, 
a few weeks before ]1is twentieth birthday. The two young men 
were bound for the fishing station established by ,John Winter 
at Richmond Island in what is now the town of Cape Elizabeth, 
Maine, where Charles Hatch had already worked for two sea-

* The. Trelawny Papers. Maine Historical Society, Documentary Serles, Vol. III. 
t Maine Prm•inre and Crn,rt Records, II: 28, 32. 
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sons, Richmond Island and the neighboring mainland being the 
property of Winter's principal, Mr. Robert Trelawny of Ply
mouth, England. Mr. \Vinter had between thirty and forty men 
with him on the island, mostlv fishermen but some in charge of 
the cows and swine. His wife, ·daughter, son and a very unsatis
factory maid had also come out on the Hercules. He maintained 
a trading house, stocked with goods sent from Plymouth, and 
here his men and the few settlers on the adjacent coast-line pur
chased their scanty supplies. The fish, dried or salted in various 
grades, was sent to Europe, especially Spain, in the occasional 
vessels dispatched from England by Trclawny, and Winter, an 
ambitious and energetic manager, was never satisfied with his 
men or their catch. His letters to Mr. Trelawny paint a vivid 
picture of life in this isolated settlement and are of absorbing 
interest. 

In his letter of ,Ju 1 y 30, 1638, Winter says "If Phillip 
Hatches maister Com for money, you may please to tell him 
that he Cann pay none this yea re: he saies he must buy him
selfe som Clothes." The account dated May 27, 1639, credits 
Hatch with £8 for two years' service. Mr. Trclawny had paid 
Nicholas Ball £3 and Hatch himself £3: 13: 5 "with the adven
ture." In addition he was indebted for "commodities" for two 
years amounting to £4: 13: 0, which must hnxe included the 
new clothes, and for tobacco, brandy and wine, in all of which 
he was more abstemious than his brother Charles and most of 
his companions. Against the credit of £8 there were £13: 4: 11/2 
on the debit side, and on ,June 27, 1640, \Vinter wrote "Phillip 
Hatch promyseth to serve out the time to pay his money bad 
on account." The lettH of July 29, 1641, says "The last of 
,January both the Hatches & Imson's tyme came out, but I did 
agree with them to stay to the end of the fishing, & they had 
the third foh, & I also take their fish at the prize of the Coun
try." This was a satisfactory arrangement, and in the account 
dated June 10, 1642, Philip was credited with £12: l: 3, part 
of which he had earned by "3 weekes worke at harvest & to bring 
in .~ome hay." He had paid off his past .indebtedness and had 
£4: 12: 10 in his pocket, now presumably being free of his 
rt pprenticeship. * 

After this last entry in the Richmond Island accounts we 
hear no more of Philip Hatch until 1648 when he appears as 
the purchaser of a dwelling house and field in the town of York 

* The Trelawriy Paper.,, Maine Historical Society, Documentary Series, Vol. III, 
br index. 
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from George Parker.* Yery possibly he had been back in New
ton Ferrers in the interval. The purchase of the house which 
was in the "lower town," near the sea, probably marks his mar
riage to his wife Patience, who was without much doubt Pa
tience Edge, daughter of Robert and Florence Edge of York. 
In York Hatch combined fishing and farming for a living. 

Hatch signed the submission to the government of Massa
chusetts in 1652 with his fellow townsmen and was one of a 
minority of them who, in 1655, addressed a petition to Crom
well expressing their contentment with that government and 
their opposition to any attempt of their fellow colonists of 
"Royalist" leanings to overthrow it. York made him a grant 
of land in 1655 and another of ten acres on Alcock's neck in 
1G59. He served on various trial juries in 1650, 1651 and 1665 
and in 1663 was the town's constable. He was in court for fail
ing to exercise his right to vote in 1663. 

Hatch was obliged to mortgage his house to Major Pendle
ton in ,July, 16G3, and was never able to redeem it. In 1668 he 
also mortgaged five acres to Francis Johnson to satisfy a judg
ment. He was living on ,July 4, 1671, when he acknowledge<l 
judgment to Francis ·wainwright of Ipswich, to whom he owed 
£7: 6: 0 to be paid in merchantable fish and oil. 

Jasper Pullman bought the mortgage and the reversion of 
Philip Hatch's house and two acres of land at York from Pen
dleton and the widow Patience Hatch on June 24, 1674. She 
acknowledged the deed as Patience Hatch the Elder.t Soon 
afterw11,rd the widow married Edward ,Volcott who, after vears 
in Barbadoes, Boston and the Kennebec, where he had been ·clerk 
of the writs, was school-master, conveyancer and surveyor in 
York. She survived him and was still living in 1709, with Baker 
nnd Elizabeth Nason in Berwick, when the three conveyed ten 
acres which had belonged to Philip Hatch in York to Samuel 
Donnell.+ 

None of the six hereunder listed are anywhere definitely 
stated to be children of Philip Hatch, but there can be little 
doubt nbout anv of them. Mr. John Hatch of Porb,mouth, 
mariner, mercha.nt and representatiYe to the New Hampshin.> 
General Court, who first appears in 1684, has been considered 
a possible seventh child. His daughter Sarah married .T oshua 
Downing, Jr., a grandson of Philip Hatch. This match and the 

* York Deeds, I: 7. 
t York Deeds, II: 151. 
+ York DPeds, Vll: 13,;. 
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rareness of the name Hatch in northern New England are the 
only evidence. Perhaps John Hatch was another Devonshire 
boy, and it should be noted that Philip Hatch had a nephew 
John, son of his brother Benjamin, born in 1643. 

Children: 
i. FRANCIS. He was a witness for Robert Knight in 1667. In Sept. 

1668, he was in court with James Dixey, accused of assaulting 
Isaac Everett while he was fishing on York river. No further 
record. 

ii Pn1r.rP, b. about l<i51. He was a fisherman at the Isles of Shoals 
in 1673, aged 22, when he was apparently the master of Peter 
Twisden's shallop. He was on a coroner's jury at the Shoals in 
1687 and figures in a Shoals account as Mr. Philip Hatch in 1680. 
He was probably married and possibly, like so many Shoals 
men, lost at sea. Two Hatch girls who were married in Ipswich 
and Gloucester, both of which towns had close connections with 
the Shoals, and where the name Hatch is otherwise unknown, 
were probably his children. 

I. Patience; m. (1) in Gloucester ,Jan. 17, 1710/I, Richard 
York; m. (2) March 15, 1719/20, George Harvey. 

2. Mary; m. in Ipswich Nov. 17, 1711, John Wood. 
iii. BENJAMIN. In 1684 John Brawn, ,Tr., of York was in court to 

answer accusations of slandering Benjamin Hatch and Eliza
beth Paine. Hatch was in the woods in 1685, making ox-bows 
which were brought out by Nathaniel Adams. Administration 
on his estate was granted to his brother Samuel in March, 1690, 
the date Feb. 21, 1689/90, being either the day of his death or 
the day on which his inventory, a very short list of personal 
belongings, was taken. 

3. iv. SAMUEL, b. about 1660. 
v. PATIENCE; lately married to Joshua Downing on Jan. 16, 1676, 

when his father, Dennis Downing, settled his ]lroperty on 
Joshua, reserving a life-estate. 

vi. ELIZABETH; m. Baker Nason. 

3. SAMUEL3 HATCH (Philip/ John.1) was born in or about 
1660, in York. He married about 1684 Mary Littlefield of 
,veils, answering the usual accusation of unduc- haste in the 
court of May, 1685. This was apparently a union of two stronp; 
physical stocks. In a period of high infant mortality, very few 
of the children and grandchildren of this couple died in infancy. 
Their five sons were the fathers of fifty children, and, if the 
four daughters were equally prolific, Samuel and Mary Hatch 
had ninety grandchildren. According to the 1790 census, there 
were thirty-one families containing one hundred and sixty-one 
persons by the name of Hatch living in Wells in that year, 
while other members of the family had spread to other Maine 
towns. Mary Hatch died before 1723. He married secondly, 
Lydia ---, who was received into the Wells church from 
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York on J unc 2, 1723. She was living in 1737, but did not 
snrvive him. 

Samuel Hatch came to Wells when he was a small boy of 
seven and was probably brought up as an apprentice in the 
family of Samuel Wheelwright, Esq., where he would have ob
tained good education and training. In May, 1684, he bought 
from Mrs. Mary Bowles of Portsmouth her late husband's farm 
of two hundred acres on the Ogunquit river, which place he 
farmed for about twenty years.* He sold one half of this farm 
to Joseph Littlefield in 1701.t It was possibly at about this 
hme that he formed a partnership with David Littlefield and 
"\Villiam Frost to build and operate a saw-mill on a tract of 
two hundred acres on the Merryland river granted them by the 
town. In 1710 when the partners bought one hundred and ten 
acres from George Butlandt the mill and land were owned by 
Hatch, Littlefield, Joseph Hill and Jonathan Littlefield, and 
in 1718 they made an indenture dividing the property-into four 
quarters.§ In 1710 Hatch had exchanged one hundred acres, 
possibly the remaining half of the Bowles purchase, with Caleh 
Kimball for one hundred acres adjoining his own land at Merry
land, and in 1712 he bought from Ezekiel Knight fifty acres 
on the Webhannet river.II Possibly he lived on one or the other 
of these places. In 1721 ,John Eldridge sold Hatch one-third 
of the Ezekiel Knight place "next adjoining to the meeting
house," and on the same day Hatch exchanged this land for an 
equal quantity of land lying next to it and also belonging to 
Eldridge."' Parts of these purchases he apparently gave to his 
three eldest sons. 

Hatch served on the York grand jury seven times between 
1692 and 1710, and on the trial jury in 1697 and 1697 /8. He 
was a proprietor of Wells in 1715/6 and held four shares in 
the common lands in 1734. He was one of the early members 
of the Wells church, being baptized and received into commun
ion on November 30, 1701. 

In his later years Hatch made several depositions about 
earlier days in ·wells. In 1730, aged sixty-nine, he testified as 
to W"heelwright land; in 1746, aged eighty-six, as to Thomas 
'\Vilson's settlement at Merry land forty-six years before; in 

* York Deeds, IX: 166. 
t York Deeds, VI: 116. 
t York Deeds, VII: 177. 
§ York Deeds, IX: 109. 
II York Deeds. IX: 166, 167. 
TT York Deeds. X: 1.57. 
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1749, aged ninety, "he hath been an Inhabitant of Wells about 
Eighty-Three years," in regard to the Indian attack on the 
Hill family "in Queen Ann's Reign."* 

Samncl Hatch of ,Vells, ltw,bandman, made his will Febru
ary 3, 174,1/2, and it was proved October 16, 17,53. To his 
daughter Bethia Butland he left a feather bed. To his son 
Benjamin Hatch, 5s. To the children of his daughter Jemima 
Frcethy, deceased, 5s. To his sons Samuel, Philip and ,John 
Hatch, 5s. each. To his daughter Eunice Gatchell, the suit of 
curtains which he had about his bed and one pewter platter. 
To his daughter Mary Stevens, three pewter plates and £7. 
He states that he had already made gifts to all of these chil
dren. To his son Joseph Hatch, the homestead on which he was 
then living, inc1uding upland, marsh, houses, barns and other 
buildings, also all his household goods and farm utensils not 
already disposed of, also all his cattle, sheep, horses and swine. 
If Joseph should die without lawful issue, the land was to return 
to his surviving brothers and sisters. Executor: son Joseph. 
Witnesses: John Trow, ,Jeremiah Storer, junr., Samuel Hatch, 
tertius, John Storer.+ 

Children, born in Wells : 
i. BEUIIA, b. April 9, 1685; m. June I, 1705, John Butland. 
ii. BENJAMIN, b. Sept. 29, 1688; m. Elizabeth Crediford who was 

admitted to the Wells church June 20, 1714. He lived at the 
upper Merryland mill, on land given to him by his father and 
owned a share in the mill. 

Ile began tlisposing of his land to his sons in 1745 when he 
deeded thirty acres to Lemuel Hatch. In 174-6 a large tract at 
Merryland was given to Benjamin, ,Jr., in 1750 ninety acres to 
Nathan and the family homestead of ninety acres to Jonathan 
and in 1751/2 several lots and the farm on which Francis was 
lh·ing b> Francis.::: His wife Elizaheth _ioincd in the deeds. 
Apparently it was consideretl that the family homestead had 
been entailed when Samuel Hatch had given it to Benjamin, 
and, as the latter wished to break any possible entail, Na than, 
Benjamin, LemP.el and Francis llatcl1 mul their wives quit
claimed to their father any rights which they may have had to 
land "(liven by our ! !ond Gt·andfdher Samuel Hatch unto our 
sd Hon cl F:ithc-r Benjamin Hatch;" in 17{j;). ,Joseph and Mercy 
(Hatch) Getchell signed a like conveyance to her father, while 
Jemima Hatch and Ebenezer Low, only son and heir of Eliza
beth (Hatch) Low, conveyed their rights to Jonathan Hatch in 
"'horn the entire right to the homest<:ad thus became vested.§ 
Both Benjamin and :Eli:mheth Hatch were living in 1765 when 

* York Deeds, XVIII: 248; 26: 22; 28: 301. 
I Mn.ine Wilh. p. 72:l. 
:t York DredR, 2fi: 273: 29: 197,207: 36: 135. 
I York Deerls. 3~: 39, .10; :w: 312; 30: 213. 
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with her brother Josiah Crediford they sold their share of one 
hundred acres in Wells which her father Joseph Crediford had 
bought of Alexander Maekmillian.* 

Children, born in \V ells : 
I. Nathan, b. Aug. 30, 1714; n1. Nov. 25, 1736, Tabitha 

Low. His grandfather Hatch gave him ten acres in 
Wells in 1741.t 

2. Elizabeth, b. Nov. 3, 1716; m., int. Sept. 16, 1736, Job 
Low. 

3. Benjamin, bapt. June 14-, 1719; m. Dec. 10, 1741, Han
nah Annis. 

4. Lemuel, bapt. April 1, 1722; m., int. Nov. 16, 1745, Sarah 
Annis; d. Sept. 19, 1799. The will of Lemuel Hatch, 
gentleman, made Dec. 18, 1797, and proved Oct. 21, 
1799, left all his estate to his wife Sarah, who d. Nov. 
13, 1815, aged 80, an under-estimate. 

5. Francis, bapt. Aug. 2, 172,t; m. Dec. 3, 1747, Ruth 
Walker. In 1772 he conveyed to Jonathan Hatch the 
homestead which had been given him by his father, 
and in the same year his brothers Benjamin, Lemuel 
and Jonathan gave him twenty acres, a dividend on 
common rights which they had inherited from their 
father.::: 

6. EUzabeth, bapt. July 9, 1727. This child's name was not 
Elizabeth but was so recorded by error. If her sister 
Elizabeth who was born in 1716 had died in infancy 
and this child had really been baptized Elizabeth, we 
should have to marry her in 1736, at the age of nine, to 
Job Low, for the deed of Ebenezer Low to his grand
father Benjamin Hatch proves that he was a son of 
Job and Elizabeth (Hatch) Low. She did not live to 
maturity for there is no deed from her to her father 
or to her brother Jonathan when they were breaking 
Samuel Hatch's entail, unless she was, as seems highly 
probable, 

7. J[ercy; m. Dec. 11, 174-6, Joseph Getchell, Jr. 
8. Jonathan, bapt. April 12, 1730; m., int. Oct. 26, 1751, 

Priscilla Storer. They joined other heirs in selling 
property of her father Jeremiah Storer, late of Wells, 
in 1761. 

9. Jemima, bapt. July 29, 1733; m. Aug. 27, 1755, Samuel 
Stewart, Jr. 

iii. JEMDIA, b. Nov. 29, 1690; m. Nov. 28, 1710, Joseph Freethy. 
iv. SAMUEL, b. Feb. 2, 1693; m. Aug. 22, 1713, Abigail Fletcher, who 

was bapt. in the ·wells church March 10, 1716/7. Samuel and 
Abigail Hatch and Matthew and Sarah Robinson sold their 
shares in the estate of Pendleton Fletcher, father of the two 
women, to their brother Pendleton Fletcher in 1719.§ Hatch 
deeded to his son Samuel his share of his estate on Oct. 2, 1741.1/ 

* York Deeds, 42 : 67. 
t York Deeds, 23: 63 . 
.t York Deerl.s, 42: 08: 5:>: .50. 
§ York Decos. IX: I 97. 
·: York Deeds, 23: 25R. 
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Children, baptized in We1b: 

67 

I. Samuel, bapt. May 8, 172(i; m., int. June 27, 1741, Mary 
Stockbridge of York. 

2. Abigail, bapt. May 8, 1726. 
3. Sarah, bapt. May 8, 1726; m. Dec. 26, 17'.19, Jeremiah 

Littlefield. 
4. Mary, bapt. May 8, 1726. 
5. Obadwh, b. AprH 5, 1730; m., int. Nov. 12, 1757, Jerusha 

Davis; d. Nov. 23, 1819. 
6. Seth, bapt. June 3, 1733; m., int. June 18, 1768, Sarah 

Credifer. 
7. Pete1·, bapt. Jan. 6, 1735/6. 
8. Amos, bapt. April 3, 1737; m. May 3, 1763, Elizabeth 

PattPn. 
9. Daniel, bapt. l','ov. 2, .!HO; rn., int. Sept. 12, 1767, Sarah 

Chadburn. 
v. MARY, b. March 25, d. March 28, 1695. 
vi. NATHAN, bapt. July 12, 1702; d. s.p. before his father.* 
vii. PHILIP, bapt. (June?) 2, 1703; m. ,Jan. 1, 1727, Elizabeth Low who 

was received into full communion in the Wells church, as Eliza
beth Hatcl1, Jr., on Jan. 21, 1728. They were both living in 1764 
when they sold forty acres in Wells to ,Josiah Crcdiford.t 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
I. Bath,Yhel>a, bapt. Jan. 21, 1727 /8; m., int. July 7, 1751, 

Howland Young. 
2. Jeremiah, bapt. Nov. 9, 1729; m., int. Nov. 16, 1751, 

Lydia Wells. She had a son John Russell whom she 
and Hatch brought to baptism May 26, 1754. 

3. llep.Yiliah. bapt. Nov. 28, 1732; m., int. ,July 6, 1754, 
Ehen,·zcr Hand, who d. before ,July (i, l 77!J.:): 

4. Reuben, bapt. July 28, 1734; m. Dec. 2, 1761, Olive 
Boothby. His will, dated Dec. 14, 1803, and proved 
May 2·1<, 1804, names his wife Olive, his daughter Patty 
(married) and his grandsons Jotham and Loammi 
Young. 

5. Nathaniel. bapt. May 22, I 737; m., int. Dec. 30, 1758, 
Elizabeth Buzzell. 

6. Simeon, bapt. March 5, 1741; m. Nov. 18, 1762, Susanna 
Low. His will, made Sept. 12, and proved Dec. 21, 
1801, names his wife IIa.nnah and William Stewart 
"who now lives with me." 

7. J,rvi, bapt. March 5, 1741. 
8. Abijah, bapt. Nov. 18, 1744; m., int. Oct. 17, 1767, Han

nah Sayer. 
9. Priscilla, bapt. Oct. 23, 1748; m., int. Jan. 30, 1770, Moses 

Sweat. 
10 . • lame.•, bapt. Oct. 23, 1748. 
11. Emlice. bapt. Feb. 23, 1755; m., int. June 5, 1779, Elijah 

Stewart, 3cl. 

* Nathan and the followin~ three children were probably haptizerl when several 
rears old. 

'f York Deeds. 3R: 70. 
t York Deerls. 4-6: It. 
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viii. EUNICE, bapt. Feb. 13, 1703/4; m. Dec. 19, 171/i, Joseph Getchell. 
•L ix. Jo11N, bapt. Feb. 13, 110:J/4. 

x. MARY, bapt. Jan. 12, I 70/i; m. Dec. 3, 17:l5, Benjamin Stevens. 
xi. Josc,•n, bapt. May 1.5, 1709; m. (1), int. Oct. 3, 1730, Hannah 

Sawyer; m. (2), int. June 1, 1739, Jerusha Young of York, wlw 
was received by the Wells church from the York church June 5, 
1743. He d. March 9, 1752, aged 42. Widow Jerusha Hatch ,1. 
,Tan. 3, 1776, aged 61-. Administration on his estate was granted 
to his widow, Jerusha Hatch, April 24, 1753, and she returned 
an inventory of £266.* 

Children, by first wife, baptized in ,veils: 
l. Joseph, bapt. Sept. 19, 1731; d. young. 
2. Daniel, bapt. Oct. 20, 1733. 
3. Joseph, bapt. Feb. 27, 1736/7; d. young. 

By second wife: 
4. Joseph, bapt . .Tune 29, 1740; d. young. 
5. Joshua, bapt. Jan. 31, 1741/2; m. March U, 1764, Su

sanna Heath of Boston; d. Jan. 9, 1807. His will, made 
Oct. '. 1, 1806, proved Aug. 1807, mentions his sons Jo
seph and Samuel Hatch, his daughters Ann Woodcock. 
Elizabeth Clark, Mary Brown and Abigail Hatch, 
his grandson Christopher Littlefield, his granddaugh
ter Jane ,Tohnson Hatch and his sister-in-law Polly 
Healh.t 

6. Hannah, bapt. Aug. 26, 1744. 
7. Jo.•eph, bi..pt. May 18, 1746. 
8. Olive, bapt. Aug. 20, I 749. 
9 . .Joel, bapt. Nov. 24, 1754. 

cl<. ,Join," H.\TCH (Sa11111cl/ Phi.lip,'.! .John1
) was lrn ptiz('d 

in Wells on February 13, 1703/4. He married Mary Low in 
·wells, their intention being published September 29, 1723. As 
his widow, she married Richard Walker in Wells on March 3, 
1747/8. Her son John Hatch excepts his mother Mary ·walker's 
thirds in selling land in 1'761. t 

Administration on the estate of ,John Hatch, lately deceased, 
was granted to his son .John on April 4, 1748. On April 1, 1754, 
,Tohn Hatch was appointed guardian of his brother and sisters 
Gideon, Tabitha, Rebe('('a, Huldah and Abraham, and of the 
children of his deceased sister Hannah Meldrum. The widow's 
dower was set off December 28, 1753, and the remainder dis
tributed to the children May 21, 1754, two shares to John 
Hatch and one share each to the representatives of Hannah 
Meldrum, Joanna Annis, Adah Spear, Isaac, Tabitha, Gideon, 
Rebecca, Huldah and Abraham Hatch.§ 

* York Probate, 8: 225, 236. 
t York Probate. ~1: :rn. 
t York De('cls, :rn: 26~. 
~ York l'rohatl". ~o. K77,~. 
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Children, baptized in Wells: 

(i9 

i. HAN:NAil, bapt. July 26, 1721,; m., int. Jan. 2G, lW0/1, Thomas 
Meldrum. 

ii. JOANNA, bapt. Nov. 21, 1725; m. Jan. 27, 1742/3, ~ehemiah ,\nnis. 
(See Annis.) 

iii. RED (Adah}, bapt. Aug.13, 1'127; m. (1), int. Dec. 13, 1748, Gideon 
Spear; m. (2), int. Jan. 13, 17'!i9, Thomas Penney, Jr. (See 
Spear.) 

Children, by second husband: 
I. Joanna Penney, bapt. Feb. 12, 1760. 
'..:! • .J o.rnph l'emwy, ha.pt. Aug. 22, 1762. 
:l. Benjamin Penuey, bapt. Aug. 22, 11(i2. 
4. ,·ldah Pennry, bapt. Oct. 29, 1764. 

iv. Jo1rn, bapt. Feb. 23, 1728; m., int. Dec. 2, 1749, Bathsheba Good
ale. They were both admitted to full communion in the Wells 
church May ll, 1755. 

In 1761 John and Bathsheba Hatch sold their homestead of 
fifty acres at the upper Merryland mill together with a part 
of the saw-mill to Benjamin Hill of Wells.* Hatch bought in 
1761 fifty acres on the Little river from William Sayer.t Tcu 
acres of this land he sold to Joshua Eaton in 1764. In 1765 the 
Hatches released to her brother John Goodale their interest in 
the estate of her father Zachariah Goodale, late of \Velis.;: 
He continued to buy land every few years until his death, his 
largest purchase being eighty acres from Thomas Penney in 
1772.* 

Administration on ,John Hatch's estate was granted to his 
widow Bathsheba on July 8, 1776. The inventory totalled £359. 
The homestead was valued at £256, one-half of a saw-mill at 
£32 and a pew in the :First Church at Wells at £.5.II 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
1. John, bapt. May 11, 1755; m. (1), int. July 15, 1775, 

Rhoda Littlefield; m. (2) Dec. 4, 1800, Hannah Mel
drum; d. Jan. 12, 1832, aged 77. 

2. William, bapt. April 10, 1757; m. May 21, 1778, Eliza
beth Maxwell. 

3. --- (a daughter), bapt. Sept. 16, 1759. 
4. Eliab, bapt. June 14, 1761; m. April 11, 1778, Lydia 

Littlefield of Sanford; d. Jan. 4, 1831. 
5. Jacob, bapt. Aug. 11, 1765; m. May 15, 1788, Martha 

Maxwell. 
6. Elias, bapt. June 26, 1768; m. July 16, 1789, Lucy Chad

bourn. 
7. J)fehitable, bapt. May 7, 1775; m. Nov. 26, 1797, Storer 

Hatch. 
v. lsAAC_, bapt. Sept.12, 1731; ni., int. Jan. 13~ 1753, Dorothy Stewart, 

who m. secondly, int. Aug. 22, 1761, Edmund Webber; d. about 
1760. With wife Dorothy he sold all his interest in his father's 
estate to his hrother ,John on March r,, 1754.~ 

* York Deeds, 36 : 268. 
i- York Deeds. ;n: IHI. 
1: York Deeds. a": 21 I. 
I York Deeds. 41: Il:l. 
II York Probate. No. Ann. 
t York De£'ds. H: ll 2. 
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Children, baptized in ,vells: 
I. Salome, bapt. May 12, 1754. 
2. N apthali, bapt. Jan. 11, 1756. 
3. Isaac, bapt. Aug. 26, 1759. 

vi. REBECCA, bapt. Sept. 12, 1731; d. young. 
vii. TABITHA, bapt. Dec. 23, 1733. 
viii. GnlEoN, bapt. Aug. 30, 1735; m. March 3, 1756, Rebecca Hatch. 

He sold sixteen and two-thirds acres in Wells, which he had in
herited from his father, to Joshua Eaton on Nov. 3, 1763.* In 
1784 Gideon and Rebecca Hatch released to Jesse Hatch of 
Wells all rights in the estate of Nathan Hatch, deceased, then 
in the possession of Jesse Hatch. Gideon Hatch acknowledged 
this <kcd Sept. 25, J8ll:~ 

Children, baptized in "\Veils (possibly others): 
I. Ebenezer, bapt. March 13, 1757. 
2. Gideon; m. June 18, 1778, Anna Boston of Sanford 

(Gideon Jr. in intention). 
:l. Tabilha. hapt. Aug. 7, 1763. 
4. Sarah, bapt. Aug. 21, 1768. 
5. Jemima, bapt. Aug. 21, 1768. 

ix. DAvrn, bapt. June 26, 1737; d. young. 
x. REBECCA, bapt. April I, 1739; m. Nov. 9, 1758, Ebenezer Low. 
xi. HuLoAn, bapt. July 26, 1741; m., int. Oct.11,1766,MosesChick,Jr. 
xii. ABRAHAM, bapt. March 18, 1744; m., int. Feb. 8, 1766, Olive Penny. 

She was a widow and a daughter of Jon a than Johnson in whose 
estate she shared in 1784 as Olive, wife of Abraham Hatch.:;: 
Abraham and Olive Hatch sold twenty acres in Wells to his 
brother John Hatch on May 10, 1774, and John deeded it back 
to Olive Hatch immediately. Olive and Abraham Hatch sold 
fourteen acres of this land to Joseph Williams, ,Tr., on March 
10, 1778.\1 In 1782 Hatch moved to Sanford where he bought 
:2056 acres from Samuel Nason of Sanford which he had pur
c\rn sed "at Pub\ick Vendue." Hatch sold fifty acres of this tract 
to ,John Huston, Jr., of Wells in 1784.11 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
I. Eunice, bapt. Feb. 14, 1768. 
2. Miriam, bapt. June 2, 1771; m. Dec. 21, 1791, Ebenezer 

Day. 
3. Johnson, bapt. July 3, 1774; m., int. Aug. 24, 1805, Jane 

Avery of Arundel. 
4. Huldah, bapt. July 3, 1774; m. June 13, 1793, James 

Littlefield. 

* York Dee<ls, 88: 192. 
t York Deeds, HO: 240. 
t York Probate, U: J4.i-8. 
§ York Deeds. 4.1.: l 14; .55: 208, 209. 
:1 York De<><ls. 49: 105: 51: 5. 
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EDGE 

RonERT EDGE of York may have been that Robert Edge, 
aged twenty-five, who sailed from London on the Hopewell, 
Thomas Babb master, about the middle of September, 1635, 
and arrived in Boston in the latter part of November. If so, his 
whereabouts for the next fifteen years is a mystery. Possibly he 
went home and crossed the Atlantic again with his wife and 
children shortly before 1650, when our Robert Edge was an 
inhabitant of York in the Province of Maine.* 

Edge had a grant of land from the town of York in 1650 and 
it was confirmed on July 3, 1653. It was in the "lower town," 
near the sea, and here he doubtless built his house. With his 
fellow townsmen he signed the submission to Massachusetts in 
16.52, his name preceding that of his neighbor and probable 
future son-in-law Philip Hatch. He took the Oath of Allegiance 
on November 22, 1652. Florence, wife of Robert Edge, in 1654, 
in a very Rabelasian mood, commented on the admiration which 
Goody Parker, wife of John Parker, later the keeper of the 
York gaol which is still standing, felt for the manly charms of 
Richard Banks. She was speedily in court, justly accused of 
slander. Apparently she had been under bond for good be
havior, and, her offense being considered a forfeit, she was sen
tenced "to receave tenn lashes on the hare skine" or pay £10 
into the county treasury. She seems to have got off, however, 
for 5s., the officer's fee. t In June, 1655, a complaint that he 
did not seek to apprentice his children was lodged against Edge, 
and it was decided that the selectmen should see it done. 

The Edges moved to Kittery in 1661, settling on the land of 
Capt. ·walter Barefoot without his consent. On April 23, 1662, 
Robert and Florence Edge and their son Peter deeded to Peter 
Twisden three acres of marsh lying on the western-most branch 
of the York river, which had been granted to Edge by the town. 
He described himself as "now of Kittery, sometyms of York."! 

* Fifteen years is a long time for a man's uame to go unrecorded in seventeenth 
century New England. It could have been dune with greater ease in the eighteenth. 
No other emigrants to New England named Edge are found before 1700. 

t Thackeray somewhere states that Victorian nristocrnts would have refused to 
reeeive their (¼eorA'ia.n great-grandparents for vvlu•se la11g-uage. habits and manner~ 
they would have felt nothing but disgust. Squire Western of "Tom Jones," although 
the head of a county family, used obscenity freely before the ladies of his household. 
If this was the case with the upper clnsses, imagination quails at the thought of what 
Florence Edge and her kind. distinctly of the lower classes, could say and do when 
aroused. "Nice people" who believe that all of their ancestors must have been equally 
nke would he rurl,•ly shocked could thev know the truth of the matter. 

t York Deeds. I: 121. · 
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His new home in Kitterv was mentioned manv years later in 
1721 in depositions by john More and Thom~s ·Adams. They 
stated that Robert Edge lived within three or four rods of the 
creek that goes to Bravcboat harbour, between the creek and 
the house where Christopher Mitchell now lives.* No deeds of 
this property were recorded. Capt. Francis Raynes sued Edge 
for debt in 1665. The house and land of Robert Edge arc sev
C'ral times mentioned in deeds dealing with the prnperty of Capt. 
Richard Lockwood, an abutting owner, and on September 10, 
1672, Capt. Lockwood brought suit against Edge, but failed 
to enter the writ, Edge being awarded costs. 

The time of Edge's death is unknown. Florence Edge ("Gama1· 
Eagc") was still alive in 1690, in the care of Anne Crockett of 
Kittery, her board being partly or wholly paid by Joshua Down
ing. Downing had married 1t daughter of Philip and Patience 
Hatch, and the ag"cd woman was in all probability Mrs. Down
ing's maternal "grandma." Of the Edge children only the son 
Peter is certain. 

Child: 
i. PETER. He signed his parents' deed to Peter Twisden in 1662. In 

I 663 Joseph Davis sued him twice in Salisbury court, first for 
earmarking a colt which Davis had bought from ,John Billings, 
and second for "bringing a hue and cry," apparently an accus
ation that Davis ha<l stolrn the colt. In the first case the court 
disclaimed jurisdiction an<l in the second gave a verdict to Edge. 
In 1664 John Pearce, ,Tr., and Peter Edge were charged with 
and confessed to assaulting Roger Townsend as he was coming 
from meeting on the Sabbath day. He is last mentioned when 
he was sued by Capt. Francis Raynes in 1665. 

Probable child : 
ii. PATIENCE. As before Htated, Philip Hatch was a near neighbor of 

the Edges in York. The daughter of Philip and his wife Pa
tience, also nnmed Patience, married Joshua Downing of Kittery, 
a successful man and a representative to the General Court. 
"Gamar Eage'' could hardly have !teen his gran<lmother as he 
was horn about 1644, and was much older than his wife. It is 
very probable that he, a man of means, made himself responsible 
for the support of his wife's maternal grandmother. (See fl at,·h.) 

Possible children: 
iii. F1.oRENc1,,. The FJorrneP Edge who witnessed the <le<-'<l of Capt. 

Waller Barefoot to Hobert Wadleigh of Kittery May 11, l(i6(i, 
may have !wen a daug-hter. livinJ!; in tlw family of Wadlrigh.i· 

iv. ANNE. Anne Crockett of Kittery, with whom "Gamar Eage" was 
living in 1690, was the widow of Ephraim Crockett, a tailor, who 
died in 1688. They were married by 1667 and no other clue has 
been found to her maiden name. 

,,. S111n-eme .Juchcia] Court. No. 15149. 
·;· Old NorfoJk County Records. the Es:-u·.r Anfirnurrinn, G: 177. 
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LITTLEFIELD 

1. FRANCIS LITTLEFIELD of Tichfield, co. Hants, was born 
about 1565. He married Mary---, who was buried at Tich
field October 29, 1605. His second wife, whom he married at 
Tichfield July 14, 1606, was the widow Annis Wigg, who was 
probably the Anne Littlefield who was buried July 5, 1619. 
Francis Littlefield was a clothier by trade and owned a fulling 
mill. He was buried at Tichfield October 22, 1618. He had two 
brothers, James Littlefield of Droxford and Richard Littlefield, 
and a sister Mary Littlefield who had married John Beane on 
January 25, 1606/7, in Tichfield. 

The will of Francis Littlefield, made October 21, 1618 and 
proved November 21, 1618, directed that he be buried in the 
churchyard at Tichfield. To his son Edward ( a clerical error 
for Edmond) Littlefield, 20s. To his son Nicholas Littlefield, 
£30, a table and five joined stools. To his son John Little
field, £30. If either Nicholas or John die under the age of 
twenty-one, reversion to the other. To each godchild, 12d. To 
his wife's children, Elizabeth Wigg and Robert \Vigg, 40s. each. 
To his servant maid Elizabeth Carter, 10s. To his brother 
,James Littlefield, his best doublet and breeches. To his sister 
Mary Beane, 5s. To his brother Richard Littlefield 20s. To the 
cathedral church of Winton, 6d. To the parish church of Tich
field, 3s, 4d. To the poor of Tichfield, a noble. To the poor of 
W,.ickham, 3s. 4d. Executors: wife Anne and son James, and if 
at any time they disagree, then with the consent of the over
seers, division shall be made equally of a1l goods remaining, his 
wife to have the dwelling house adjoining the fulling mill, held 
by lease of John Hanksford of Bishop's Waltham, and James 
to have the fulling mill. Overseers: Thomas Knight of Sencleres 
in the parish of Droxford, brother James Littlefield of the same 
parish, and Nicholas Waller of Swanwicke in the parish of Tich
field, to each 5s. "\Vitnesses: John Wither, Robert Poulctt, Fran
cis Waller. Debts owed by the testator: Nicklos Wnller £12, 
,Johns Ossment £8, lloba;d Wedge £!i, Elzebdlic Wedge £20. 
The inventory showed n total of £2()1, including much cloth 
and wool.* 
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Children, by first wife, baptized in Tichfield: 
2. i. EoMoNo, bapt. June 27, 1592. 

ii. N1c110LAs, bapt. July 24, 1595; buried Aug. 12, 1595. 
iii. JAMF.s, bapt. June 18, 1598; m. at Tichfield Jan. 17, 1618/9, Joane 

Jeffrey. 
iv. ANNE, bapt. April 8, 1601; buried April 10, 1601. 
v. PRANCES, bapt. Oct. 6, 1605; buried Oct. 29, 1605. 

By second wife: 
vi. N1c110LAS, bapt. Aug. 28, 1608; buried as Nicholas Little of Punt

ley May 2:3, 1677. 
vii. JonN. bapt. Jan. 13, 1610/1. 

2. EnMOND 2 LITTLEFIELD (Francis 1
) was baptized at Tich

field, co. Hants, June 27, 1592, and in that parish on October 
16, 1614, he married Agnes Austen, who was also called Anne 
and Annis. His father probably settled property on him at thE' 
time of his marriage as he left him only a remembrance in his 
will. 

Agnes Austen was presumably the child of that name bap
tized in Tichfield on February 1, 1596/7, the names of her par
ents not being recorded. Her father was Richard Austen, or as 
he wa,, called in the inventory of his estate, Richard Attnoke 
alias Austin, who was buried at Tichficld on Februarv 1.5, 
1622/3. There was a William Austen of Howke in Tichficld, 
who seems to have been a fisherman, who made his will March 
27, 1567, and may have been the grandfather of Richard Aus
ten. The will of Richard Austen was proved February 20, 
1622/3. He made his wife Annes or Agnes his executrix and 
left legacies, mostly cattle and sheep, to his sons Daniel, Peter 
and Richard, to his daughters Joan, Emlen, Annes and Eliza
beth, to his grandchildren Richard and Peter ( sons of Daniel), 
Peter's children, Joan's child and Annes's three children, to his 
son-in-law Edmond Lit.leficld, and to his servants ,Tohn Shacks
ford, ,villiam Hoc raft, ,John Lodgyer ( a boy) and Ca thorn 
( a maid). The overseers were his son Richard and his neighbor 
Peter Faythfull, the witnesses Richard Astcn, Peter l<'aithfull 
and Edmond Litldield. The inventory amounted to £12:3: 12: 6.* 

Edmond Littlefield was about forty-five years of age when, 
in 1636 or 1637, he set sail for New England, taking with him 
his two oldest boys, Francis and Anthony, who would have been 
about eighteen and sixteen. His wife and younger children were 
left in Tichfie]d, but, after he had viewed the country and de
cided to remain, he sent for her, and she sailed from the neigh-

* Archdeaconry of Winchester. 1623, original will and inventory. 
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boring city of Southampton on the Bevis, 150 tons, Robert 
Batten, master, in May, 1638, with six children and two serv
ants, John Knight and Hugh Durdal. The oldest child was 
John, aged fourteen, while the baby, Francis, was two. 

The reunited family probably remained in Boston for a while 
where Littlefield mav have made friends with the Hutchinson
\Vhcclwright factio~ in the Antinomian controversy, for with 
Rev. ,John Wheelwright they were later in Exeter and finally 
in Wells. Mr. \Vhcelwright was banished from Boston in No
vember, 1637, and although Littlefield is not among those who 
were ordered disarmed by the Bay government, he proceeded 
to Exeter, following the exiles, and was among the signers of 
the Exeter combination, an agreement for self-government, on 
,June .5, 1639. He had land grants from the new town, and two 
house-lots which had belonged to him were in the possession of 
Edward Gilman, Jr., in 1651. When Wheelwright left Exeter 
in 1643 the Littleficlds and four other families accompanied 
him to \Velis, but of them all only the Littleficlds remained 
there permanently. 

On ,July 14, 164:J, Thomas Gorges, Deputy Governor of the 
Province of Maine, granted to Edmond Littlefield one hundred 
acres in \Velis adjoining the mill, all the man,h between this 
land and the sea, and fin, other parcels of marsh, Henry Boade 
being his agent to give possession, at a ground rent of 6s. 
a year.~' Richard Yincs, Steward General of Sir .Ferdinando 
Gorges, granted ,John \Vadlow and Edmond Littlefield two 
hund1·ed acres 011 the south-west side of Ogunquit river, at a 
10,;. ground rent., on NoYemher ~0, Hi4T>.t On his original grant 
Littlefield established a saw-mill and a grist-mill. Dr. Vines 
made him his agent to give possession to other \'V ells grantees 
in 1 G43. He was on both trial and grnnd ,inries in 1645 and 
16-±7. He duly submitted to 1\Iassachusctt.s autho1·ity on .July 
5, Hi53, and was in favor with the new government, being li
censed to sell wine and strong liquor to Indians and being 
appointed co1rnnis;;io11cr to end small causes, or loeal justice, 
in 1654, and reappointed each year until his death, with the 
exception of 1657. He was elected selectman of Wells in Hi54 
and 1657. He was a friend of Rev. Seth Fletcher who, although 
not ordained, had preached two years in Wells, and, when 1\1:r. 
Fletcher fell under Massachusetts displeasure, Littlefield was 
the first signer of a petition dated May 17, 16(H, asking that 

* York Deeds, l: p,u-t II: 10. 
·;· York ll<><'ds. I: part II: l ::. 
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the injunction against his preaching be vacated and that he 
be at liberty to accept a call. The General Court would not 
grant it until Fletcher had presented "a certificate of his re
pentance and good conversation."* 

Edmond Littlefield made his will December 11, 1661, and it 
was recorded July 16, 1662. To Francis Littlefeild, my eldest 
son, Anthony Littlefeild and Elizabeth Wakefeild, my daughter, 
the whole tract of land lying off the north-east side of Kenne
bunk, with the falls, together with a certain quantity of marsh 
lying up in the woods between Cape Porpus river and Kenne
bunk, which is specified in two deeds granted by Mr. Geo: Cleve, 
agent of Mr. Rygby, to be equally divided amongst those three. 
To Frnncis Litt!cfoild, senior, 10s. to be paid out of my goods. 
To Anthony Littlefei1d, all my wearing clothes. To Elizabeth 
Wakefcild, 5s. to be paid out of my goods. To my three execu
tors, Annas Littlefeild, my wife, Thomas Littlefeild and Francis 
Littlefcild, my youngest son, all my upland and marsh at home 
and that which I bought of my son Anthony an<l that which I 
bought of Mr. Fletcher, together with the corn mill and saw 
mill, all my housing and goods, within doors and without, to
gether with all the stock and cattle both small and great, to be 
equally divided among those three. If Thomas and Francis 
Littlefcild, junior, pay Annas my wife four bushells of corn 
yearly for seven years, they are to have the island on the south 
side of 1Vebbhannett river; if not, my wife is to have power to 
let it to others. Likewise Thomas and Francis shalJ pay unto 
my wife eight bushells of wheat yearly; if they will not, my wife 
shall have power to let the corn mill to any other. My wife shall 
have her third of the marsh that lyeth on the south-east side of 
"\1Vebbhannett river, and, if Francis, Thomas and Francis, my 
youngest son, :,;hall he loving and helpful to their mother, then 
they shall have all after her decease. To my daughters Mary 
BaJTett and Hannah Littlefeild, £15 apiece. To all of my grand
children, .5s. apiece when they come of age. To my son John 
Littlefeild, £10 to be paid out of the £40 he is to pay for his 
purchase at Ogunquett. My sons Thomas and Francis Littlc
feild, junior, are to improve and till the ground, and their 
mother shall have the third part of the corn. To my wife, six or 
seven acres of marsh that lyeth at Ogunqnet. I desire Mr. 
Ezekell Knight and Mr. ,Tos: Bowles to be my feofees in trust, if 

* Maine Historical Sodety, Documentary Series, IV: 172. 
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need require, to see my will fulfilled. Witnesses: Ezekell Knights, 
,Tos: Bowles. The appraisers returned an inventory of £588: 
13: 4.* Of this amount the homestead was valued at £160, the 
corn-mill at £30 and the Kennebunk upland and marsh at £100. 
There were books valued at 15s. and very scant household fur-
nishings.t // 

On DC'cembcr 17, 1661, only six clays after the will was made, 
in which interval Edmond Littlefield must have died, Annis 
Littlefield and her sons Francis, senior, Thomas and Francis, 
junior, made an agreement by which Francis, senior's, share of 
the estate was substantially increased, and pledged themselves 
"never to trouble one another about the will."+ 

Annis Littlefield made her will December 12, 1677. It was 
proved April 2, 1678. To my daughter Hannah Cloyce, my bed 
and bolster, and Katterine Wakefeild is to deliver it to her. To 
my three daughters Elizabeth W akefcild, Mary Barrett and 
Hannah Cloyce, all my linen and woolen, new and old, to be 
equally divided amongst them. To my son John Littlefeild, my 
cow "Gentle" and five bushels of corn. To my daughter Merri
bah, four bushels of wheat from the mills. To my grandchild 
Katterine ,vakefcild, my rug and eight bushels of corn. To my 
son Peter Cloyce, two acres of marsh on the south-west side of 
Mr. Wheelwright's neck of land. To my son Thomas Littlefeild 
"who hath taken a great dcalc of care of mee," all the rest of 
my household goods, corn and chattels, and he is to be sole 
l'Xccutor. ,¥itncsses: Joseph Bolls, V\Tilliam Symonds. Samuel 
Austine and ,Joseph Bolls, appraisers, returnl'd an inventory 
of £36: 15: 0.§ 

Children, baptized in Tichfield: 
i. ANN, bapt. Feb. 11, 1611,/6; buried .Tan. 2, 1616/7. 
ii. EnwARn, bapt. Feb. 17, 1617/8; buried ,June 13, 16:l5. 
iii. FRANCIS, bapt. June 17, 1619; m. (1) in Woburn, Dec. 20, 1646, 

Jane Hill; m. (2) by 161,9 Rebecca ---; m. (3) by 1689 
widow Mary (Wane) Symonds of Ipswich; rl. before Jan. 15, 
1712h 

iv. ANTHONY, bapt. Oct. 7, 1621; m. about 1652, Mary Page of Saco; 
d. about July 16(i2. 

v. JoHN, bapt. Nov. 1, 1624; m. Patience--; d. Feb. 9, 1696/7, in 
Wells. 

vi. ELI½ABETH, bapt . .July 22, l/i27; m. by Hi61 ,John Wakefield. 
vii. MABY; m. Lieut . .John Barrett. 

~· 7\Llifl(' \'.'ill:~. ~-
t Provinr.e. and CPH'd I'.c,·,n-tls uf l1lnin<>, II: 12H. 
t York Deeds. I: H7. * ~Jaine Wills.,,;. 
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viii. T1roMA.s, bapt. Aug, 10, 1633; m. (1) Ruth -- by ,Tan. 1663/4; 
m. (2) Sarah--; d. before March 5, 1689/90. 

ix. ANNI! (Hannah), bapt. Aug. 10, 1633; m. Peter Cloyes. 
3. x. FnA:.cIS, bapt. March 24, 163.5/G. 

3. FRANCIS~ LITTLEFIELD (Edmond," Francis') was bap
tized in Tichfield, co. Rants, on March 24, 1685/6. He came 
to New England on the Bevis with his mother in 1638 when he 
was a child of two. His oldest brother was also named Francis, 
it being not uncommon at that time to give two brothers thl' 
same baptismal name. Although he was only seventeen on July 
.5, 16.53, when the Massachusetts commissioners established their 
authority in ,veils, he signed the submission with his father and 
brothers. He could not have been more than eighteen or nineteen 
when he married Meribah Wardwell. 

In 1658 Francis was living just across the \-Vebhannct river 
from his father while his brother Francis the elder was his 
neighbor on the other side, and in that year the town granted 
him two hundred acres of land. He was a house-carpenter by 
trade. In 1661 he signed the petition in favor of Rev. Seth 
Fletcher, and, a Massachusetts rather than a Gorges adherent, 
he put his name to the petition to the General Court asking 
that force be used against the "pretended authority" of the 
Gorges commissioners in 1662. He served on Yark trial jur
ies in 1664 and 1668 and on grand juries in 1673 and 1674. 
He was ensign of the Wells company of militia, of which his 
brother John was lieutenant and commanding officer, in 16G8. 
In 1669/70 he was elected one of the town's lot-layers. 

The town granted to Thomas Littlefield, Francis Littlefield, 
junior, and Thomas Mills two hundred acres at Totnocke on 
December 7, 1659, and Francis sold his part thereof to ,John 
Gattenesby on May 22, l{j64.* Most of his land holdings in 
Wells were the testamentary gift of his father. On February 6, 
1673/4, he sold to Peter Cloyes, his brother-in-law, a small lot 
of land whereon Cloyes had built a house "on the westernmost 
side of that River Called bv the name of Webhannet River, at 
the Falls whereon the sayl Fran: Littlefeild hath built a Saw 
Mill near unto his dwelling house which formerly was the Inter
est of his father Edmond Littlefield deceased."t He bought 
three acres of marsh from his brother-in-law ,John Barrett on 
February 28, 1673.+ 

• York Deeds, II: 82. 
t York Deeds, II: 14". 
t York Deeds, 11: 14G. 



Littlefield, of Wells 83 

Francis Littlefield died February fi, Hi7 4/5. His will was 
made the day before his death and war- proYed April 6, 1675. 
To his wife Meribah he left all his household goods, to be dis
posed of to his children, and one-third of his stock and outdoor 
movables. To his eldest son Joseph, the home lot and all the 
housing, the saw mill and the corn mil1 and the other two-thirds 
of the stock, when he shall have attained twenty-two yearn, he 
to pay the following money legacies. To his sons Nathan, Jona
than, Job, Daniel (error for David), £5 at the age of twcnty
onc. To his daughters Mary, Joanna, Tahitha and Hannah, 
£10 at the age of eighteen. To his sons Nathan and Jonathan, 
all the lands and meadows at Merryland, to be divided equally 
at the age of twenty-one. To his sons ,Job and David, all his 
lands at Ogunquett, with tl1e seven acres of marsh bought of 
,John Barrett, to he divided equally, at the age of twenty-one. 
,;vhen he rntern upon the house and lands ,Joseph is to pay the 
testator's wife ten pounds a year for three years toward main
taining the small chilclren. The whole estate to remain in his 
wife's hands to maintain herself and the children until ,Joseph 
shall reach twenty-two. Executors: wife Meribah, sons ,Joseph 
and Nathan. Overseers: friends Mr. William Symonds, Samuel 
Wheelwright. Witnesses: Samuel Wheelwright, Fran: Littlc
frild Senior. The estate was appraised by VVilliam Hammond 
and Abraham Tilton at £801: 18: O.* 

Soon after her husband's death, when King Philip's war 
broke out, Mcribah Littlefield's house became a garrison, and 
by September, 1677, the colony owed her £38: 5: 0 for main
taining soldiC'rs.t She was possibly the widow Litt.leficld whose 
house was a garrison in 1690, when of six garrisons in ,vells, 
four were owned by Littleficlds.t 

In ,July, 1710, the court, in answer to a petition from Jona
than and David Littlefield, who were apparently supporting 
their mother, ordered that the children and grandchildren of 
Mrs. Meribn.h Littk•ficld should bear their just share in her 
expenses. It ,rns agreed that Mr. Jona than Littlefield should 
contribute £2: 1,5: 0, Mr. Samuel Emery and Capt. ,Joseph Hill 
.£2: 10: 0 (•nch, David Littlefield £1: 15: 0, Joseph Littlefield 
£1: 10: O, and Sanrncl Hatch and Thomas Penney £1 each. 
These were all sons or sons-in-law, except Joseph Littlefield 

* Maine \\?ills . .1 t. 
t !'vhtine Hi1--1ori<"al Sodd)'. Do<'1J1t1<•11lary Serit-...:. VI: IO I. 
t Maine Ilistorknl So<'iPt~,. Do<'un1ent:1ry Serit•s. V: !II. 
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who was her oldest grandson, son of her son Joseph, deceased. 
How much longer she lived is not known. 

Children, order uncertain, Lorn in vVells: 
i. Jos:EPH, eldest son, unrler 22 in 1674/5; m. Jane Cole, who married, 

secondly, July 2, 1698, Capt. John Heard. 
ii. NATHAN, under 21 in 1674/5; m. Elizabeth Barrett, who m., sec

ondly, April 1, 1694, James Denmark. His widow was granted 
administration on his estate March 13, 1688/9. 

iii. JONATHAN, b. about 1662; m. Abigail Simpson; d. between Oct. 4, 
1734, and Feb. 25, 1734/ 5. 

iv. Jon; d. before Nov. 13, l(i9,t. His nephew Joseph Littlefield, his 
sisters ,Joanna Penney, Tabitha Emery and Hannah Hill, and 
his brother-in-law Samuel Hatch quitelaimed to their brother 
Jonathan Littlefield all rights in the lands given to Job Little
field by their father's will, on Aug. 3, 1723.* 

v. DAvm. h. about 1670; m. (1) Nov. 1.5, Hi91,, Mary Hill; probably 
m. (2), int. Dec. 6, 1746, Hannah Hutchins of Arundel; d. be
fore Sept. 24, l 751, when administration was grunted to his son 
Nathan. 

vi. MA1tv; rn. Samm·I Batch. (S('(, flnt,·h.) 
vii. ,ToANNA; m. Thomas Penney. 
viii. TABITHA; m. Hev. Samuel Emery, chaplain of the ,veils garrison 

in 1698. 
ix. HANNAH; rn. ,Tan. 2~, 1694, Capt. ,Joseph Hill. 

* York Deeds, XIII: 276. 
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WARDWELL 

W1LLIAM WARDWELL must have come to New England in his 
boyhood as an apprentice of Mr. Edmund Quincy as he was 
admitted to the church in Boston, described as Mr. Quincy's 
servant, on February 9, 1633/4. On February 20, 1636, Bos
ton granted him two acres at Mount Wollaston "only for his 
present planting" and on February 19, 1637, a "great lot" at 
the same place. By 1636 he had married Alice---. Thomas ,v ardwell, who was admitted to the Boston church November 9, 
1634, is reasonably supposed to have been ,vil1iam's brother. 
Both of the War<lwells were followers of Mrs. Hutchinson in 
the famous Antinomian controversy which rent the church asun
der. They were disarmed in 1637 and went to Exeter with Rev . 
• T ohn Wheelwright, being dismissed to the Exeter church on 
January 6, 1638/9. They were signers of the Exeter combina
tion, an agreement for self government, on ,June ,5, 1639, and 
both had grants of land. When the long arm of Massachusetts 
overtook them at Exeter, William Wardwell and his wife and 
family again joined their minister Wheelwright in his search 
for a new home and settled with him at Wells. 

In ,ve1ls Wardwell kept a tavern, undoubtedly combining 
this business with farming. His licenses to sell at retail survive 
in the records of the courts of October, 1649, and March, 
1656/7. In 1653 Massachusetts, taking over the Gorges Prov
ince of Maine, caught up with the ,vheelwright fugitives, and 
on July 4 commissioners arrived in Wells to take the submission 
of the inhabitants. "And whilst the names of the Inhabitants 
of Wells were Calling ,vm Wardwell ... was Called to come 
in & Ansr to his name which he Refused & Contemptuously 
turned his backe on the Court." They issued a warrant to the 
Constable and adjourned the court· to Mr. Ezekiel Knight's 
where the constable brought Wardwell, the rest of the inhabi
t.ants accompanying him. He was dismissed upon his hardly cred
ible excuse that "his Intent was not to Contcm the Court but 
Rather to endeavor to gett the Rest of the Inhabitants of ·wells 
that had not Appeared to Come in & make thcire Appearances." 
The inhabitants all submitted the next day, July 5, 1653, and 
they were given the freeman's oath. The court found that Mr. 
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Pormont and Wardwell had been dismissed from their ehurch 
relation at their own request and they were advised to desist 
from further disturbance of the place by asserting their pre
tended church relation.* Wardwell was in court October '.25, 
1653, for casting aspersions on the magistrates of Massachu
setts Bay. Stating that "it was not an ordinance of God," 
""\Val'dwell refused to subscribe towards the college (Harvard) 
in 1654. 

Having "submitted" in a far from courageous manner, Ward
well returned to Boston, where on December .5, 1657, he mar
ried Elizabeth (Crow) (Perry) Gillett, widow of Arthur Perry 
and of John Gillett. On the day before their wedding they en
tered into a contract that such estate as she was in possession 
of before marriage should he at her disposing, the witnesse, 
being Seth Perry and John Perry. ""\Vardwell engaged to bring 
up Hannah Gillett, daughter of John Gillett and Elizabeth, 
then about two years old, and to give her £16 on the day of her 
marriage or the day of his death, in exchange for the Gillett 
house, then "much decayed & ready to fall," to which Hannah 
would have in due course succeeded. On November 3, 1663, the 
court "allowed this covenant," but granted £21 to Hannah and 
the land to vVardwell and his heirs.t The house stood on the 
corner of Hanover and Cross streets. 

Boston granted Wardwell permission "to draw bee re" on 
April 29, 1661, and after his death widow \Vardwell was li
censed on April 25, 1670. Her license was renewed year after 
year, tlw privilq.Tt' of .~elling "strong liquor" out of doors be
ing added in 1691 when her daughter Deborah Mann shared 
the business with her. vVardwell died between April 18 and April 
25, 1670. "Mis \Vardel an antiant wido" died in Boston on 
February 12, 1697. 

The will of William Wardell of Boston left to his wife Eliza
beth one half of his dwelling-house for life, and all the movables 
therein except a bed and other furniture to the value of £20 
which he bequeathed to his daughter Rache11Vardell. Also from 
the furnishings his wife's daughter Hannah Gillett was to haYe 
a rticlcs to the value of £20. Also out of the household stuff, 
£20 to his wife's daughter Deborah. To his son U zal ""\Vardell, 
the other half of the dwelling house, and after the death of the 
widow Elizabeth Wardell, Uzal was to have the whole house, he 

* Maine Historical Society, Documentary Series, IV: 74, 7 5, 78. 
t !\'('w Bug/and Historfrnl and OrnPalogir.al Register, 12: 27:). 
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paying to his brother Elihu Wardell £40 in silver or its equiva
lent. To his daughters Leah, wife of "\Villiam Tower, Meribah, 
wife of Francis Littlefield, and Mary, wife of Nathaniel Rust, 
10s. in silver apiece, to be paid by Uzal Wardell. Residue to 
son U zal. Overseers: friends James Everill, William Bartholo
mew. The will was not dated, but witnesses Ambros Dawes, 
,Joseph Wheeler, William Bartholomew and James Everill testi
fied that he signed it April 18, 1670. It was entered June 4, 
1670. The inventory dated April 30, 1670, lists property worth 
£382, less debts of £164, including funeral charges of £4. The 
furniture in the hall, hall chamber, parlor, parlor chamber, 
kitchen and cellar was worth £66. He had on hand 330 bushels 
of malt, 4 lbs. of hops and 5 foll hogsheads of beer.~' 

Children, recorded in Boston: 
i. MERIBAH, b. May 14, 1637; m. Francis Littlefield. (See Littlefield.) 
ii. UZAL, b. April 7, 1639; m. (1) in Ipswich May 3, l(i64, widow 

Mary (Kinsman) Hinge; m. (2) Grace ---, who d. in Bris
tol, R. I., May 9, 1741, "Old Mrs. Grace Wardell"; he d. in 
Bristol Oct. 25, 1732, aged 9!{. Like his father before him, Uzal 
Wardwell, a carpenter, was of an unsettled disposition. After 
his first marriage he lived in Ipswich until about 1675 when he 
moved to Salem where he was the town's constable in 1681, and 
where he was taxed in 1683. By the summer of 1684 he had 
moved his family to Bristol, R. I., where he remained for the 
rest of his life. In Ipswich he was on the trial jury in the courts 
of September, 1677, and November, 1680. He took the Oath of 
Allegiance in 1678. He was the constable of Bristol in 1691. 

In King Philip's war he saw much service, being a trooper in 
Capt. Paige's company in the Mt. Hope campaign and a ser
_geant in Major Appleton's company in the winter expedition to 
the Narragansett country. 

The will of Uzal Wardell of Bristol, proved in 1732, mentions 
his wife Grace, his daughters Mary Barker, Sarah Bosworth, 
Abigail Green, Hannah Crompton, Grace Giddings, Alice Glad
ing and sons Uzal, James, Joseph, William and Benjamin. 

Children, by first wife: 
I. A lii_qail, b. in Ipswich Oct. 27, W65; m. in 1684 Lieut. 

John Greene. 
2. llamtah, b. in Ipswich in 1667; m. Francis Crompton. 
3. A lfre, b. in Ipswich Dec. 27, Hi70; m. at Bristol Oct. 31, 

1693, John Glading. 
4. Uzal. 
5. Sarah; m. (l)? William Hoar; m. (2) Nathaniel Bos

worth of Bristol. 
6. Jfary, b. in Ipswich Sept. 1677; m. Aug. 13, 1700, Jona

than Barker of Branford, Conn. 

* Suffolk Probate. VII: 35, 91. 



90 The Ancestry of Amiis Spear 

By second wife: 
7. Grace; m. in Bristol Dec. 25, 1701, Joseph Giddings. 
8 . .James, b. in Bristol June 30, 1684. 
9 . .Joseph, b. in Bristol July 30, 1686; m., int. Oct. 15, 1709, 

Martha Giddings. 
10. Benjamin, b. in Bristol April 9, 1688. 
11. William (twin), b. in Bristol May 13, 1693. 
12. Rebecca (twin), b. in Bristol May 13, 1693; d. before 

her father. 
iii. Euuu, bapt. Dec. 5, 1641, possibly an erroneous date. 
iv. ELIHU, b. Nov. 1642, possibly the same child as Elihu above; m. 

in 1pswich May 26, 1665, Elizabeth Wade. With Ezekiel Wood
ward he supplied shingles for the Ipswich meeting-house in 1668 
at 19s. a thousand, and laid them at 7s. 6d. a thousand. He had 
liberty to fell trees to fence his homestead in 1668. With about 
a dozen other men he was in court on May 1, 1672, for shooting 
pistols and creating other disturbance in the house of Quarter
master Perkins in the evening after training day. In 1674 he 
built a fulling-mill for Edward Lumacks. He served in King 
Philip's war under Capt. Nicholas Manning. He took the Oath 
of Allegiance in Ipswich in 1678. Mr. Wardwell was allotted the 
second pew on the east side of the pulpit in Ipswich meeting
house for his wife and family and had liberty to sit in the sixth 
of the men's long seats in 1699, in which year he subscribed lOs. 
toward the church bell. In 1699 his father-in-law, Col. Jonathan 
Wade, left him £200 to be laid out in a house and land for the 
benefit of his wife Elizabeth. He bought Wade land from his 
brothers-in-law and built a house, deeding a small lot to his 
grandson, Samuel Dutch, in 1716.* 

Elihu Wardwell made his will March 31, 1708, while ill, but 
he recovered and the document was not proved until January 5, 
1716. He left his entire estate to his wife for her life. After her 
death the real estate was to be divided between his sons Elihu 
and Jonathan. His wife was to dispose of his personal estate 
to the children according to her discretion. If either Elihu or 
Jonathan should die before their mother, his share of the hous
ing aml lands was to go to a third son, Nathan, and, if Nathan 
should die before his mother, "to ye next male heirs in the name 
of Wardwell yt is nearest of kin." Executrix: wife Elizabeth. 
"I wonld be understood yt att this Time I have all my Children 
in remembrance .... The Circumstances of my Estate & ffamily 
not enabling of mee to make a Distribution among them att 
this Time." Witnesses: ,John Pottar, ,Toseph ffowler, Willm ffel
lowes. Mrs. Elizabeth Wardwell renounced the trust, and ad
ministration, curn /ntamento annexo was granted to Elihu an<l 
./onathan WardwPll Dec. :.W, 1717.t 

Of the nine children listed below, tJ'1ere are birth or death 
records of six in Ipswich. Nathaniel is the Nathan of the will. 
and Mary and Margaret are "probahle." 

I. Elizabeth. b. Dec. 15, 1G66; m. in Ipswich Sept. 11, l!i91, 
J acoh Rowt-11. 

2. FJlihu, b. ,Tan. 2, 1668. 
3. Pr1tdence, b. Oct. 6, 1670; m., int. Dec. 19, 1702, Samuel 

Dutch. 
* Essex IlPec1~. 30: 1 !HI. 
"t R~:--t;"X 1'rohate. ~o. :l:-t!l:Hi. 
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4. Jonathan, b. July 26, 1672; m. (1) in Charlestown Dec. 
12, 1695, Katherine Chickering; m. (2) Oct. 18, 1710, 
Frances Morss. 

5. Nathaniel; m. in Ipswich May 19, 1702, Hannah Ed
wardes. 

6. Mary; m. in Ipswich Dec. 2, 1701, Abraham Rowell of 
Amesbury. 

7. Margaret; m. in Boston May 13, 1708, Jeremiah Storer. 
8. Susawna, b. Aug. 19, 1684; m. in Boston Dec. 2, 1712, 

Benjamin Storer. 
9. John; d. in Ipswich in 1688. 

v. MARY, bapt. April 14, 1644, about nine days old; m. Nathaniel 
Rust of Ipswich. 

vi. LEAH, b. Dec. 7 (bapt. Dec. "6"}, 1646; tn. William Tower of 
Boston. 

vii. RACIIEL; unmarried in 1670. 
By second wife: 

viii. ABIGAIL, b. April 24, 1660; a. Aug. 2:3, 1661. 





XI 

LOW, OF MARSHFIELD AND WELLS 





LOW 

I. JoHN Low, of unknown origin, was in Marshfield by 
1665. He was possibly the John Low who on June 9, 1664!, 
with Richard Bourne witnessed an Indian deed from Chicata
butt to Pompanohoo and other Indians living on the Catuht
kut river.* tAt about this time he married Elizabeth Howland, 
daughter of Arthur Howland of Marshfield. Their life does not 
seem to have been marked by orderliness and respectability. 
,John Loe of Marshfield was fined 5s. for drunkenness on March 
2, 1668/9, and upon his second offense the fine was doubled on 
March 1, 1669/70. On March 5, 1671/2, he was fined 40s. 
"for profaning the Sabbath by servile labor and contemptable 
words." Elizabeth Low seems to have sought affection elsewhere, 
for on June 3, 1673, Joseph Rose of Marshfield, "being ground
edly suspected to have had to much familiarity with the wife 
of John Loe in a dishonest way," was put under bond of £20 
to refrain from her company. 

Serving under Capt. Michael Pierce in King Philip's war, 
John Low was killed at Rehoboth on March 26, 1676, when 
Capt. Pierce and his company were trapped in an ambush and 
fifty-two Englishmen and eleven friendly Indians were slain. 

"Elizabeth Loe, being a single woman," had an illegitimate 
child before June 5, 1678, when she was sentenced by the court 
to be whipped. This child was, in all probability, Daniel Low. 
When they moved to Maine in 1699, the brothers Job and Dan
iel Low were several times mentioned in that order, the natural 
inference being that Job was the elder. We know that ,Job Low 
was fourteen years of age or more in September, 1691, when he 
chose his own guardian, which throws his birth back at least to 
September, 1677. As there is no record of Elizabeth Low's hav
ing had a child in 1677, it is probable that Job, whatever his 
actual paternity, was born either before John Law's death or 
posthumously, and he must therefore be considered legitimate. 

* Plymouth Colony Records, XII: 238. 
t Was John Low an Indian or a half-breed? There is a tradition of Indian blood 

among the descendants of Annis Spear. Similar traditions are not uncommon in New 
England, hut are nsually without foundation for, as a matter of fact, the early Eng
lish settlers and the Indians do not seem to have been mutually attractive. In this 
deed an Indian was grantor and Indians were itrantces. Richard Bourne. the first 
witness, was "teacher of the Indians at Sandwich." John Low may well have been 
one of his pupils who had adopted an English name. If the John Low of the deed 
was actually John Low of Marshfield we may have a descent from a veritable "Lo. 
the poor Indian!" 
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Children, presumably born in Marshfield: 
i. ARTHUR, b. in 1665. On Nov. 1, 1679, Arthur Loe, aged 14, was 

apprenticed to John Dingley, to serve until he reached the age 
of 21. The indenture is recorded very fully. Arthur was to faith
fully serve his master and dame, and not to absent himself from 
their service by day or night without their consent. They were 
to provide him with meat, drink, apparell, washing and lodging, 
fit for one of his degree, and, on the expiration of his term as 
their servant, to pay him £3, "and incase he carry well'' £4.* 

The inventory of the estate of Arthur Loe, late of Marshfield, 
was submitted March 13, 1690/1, by Samuel Sprague and Arthur 
Howland. Included in it is the item "wages as soldier to Can
ada £5: 2: 4." Margaret Loe made oath to her brother's inven
tory and administration was granted to ,John Foster of Marsh
field and Margaret Loe of Scituate. 

As no wife is mentioned in these papers, it is a reasonable 
conjecture that Arthur Low married and lost his wife at the 
birth of an only child: 

1. Arthur. An Arthur Low of Marshfield m. Jan. 24, 1716/7 
Elizabeth Crooker and had: Hannah, b. May 23, 1717, 
m. in 1742 William Winslow of Middleboro; Elizabeth 
(Betty), b. July 24, 1720, bapt. as an adult Aug. 1, 
1742; ,Teremiah, h. July 25, 1735, m. in 1757 Sarah 
Thomas and had children, Jonathan, Hannah, Abigail, 
Thomas and Samuel h. 1758-1773. Elizabeth was prob
ably the Miss Elizabeth Low whose gravestone in 
Marshfield says that she died Dec. 21, 1777, in her 
77th year (sic, a misreading of 57th year?). 

ii. MARGARET; m. in Marshfield ,Jan. 8, 1691/2, Jonathan Pratt. 
iii. HANNAH, b. July 15. 1670. 

2. iv. Jon, b. in or before 1677. 

Illegitimate child of Elizabeth Low: 
v. DANIEL, b. in 1678. Although his paternity is subject only to guess, 

it seems highly probable that his father was that Joseph Rose 
with whom his mother was involved in 1673, particularly as Dan
iel Low's first appearance in Maine records was as a witness 
when Tobias Oakman delivered possession of the Andrews farm 
in Fnlmoulh to .John "llowse" of Marshfi!'ld on June 29, lti!l9.t 
He was in Wells by Nov. 22, 1699, when the town granted him 
fifty acres, laid out May 23, 1701, but, as it was not improved 
according to the conditions, it was re-granted to his brother Joh 
Low on March 18, 17H. Henry Maddocks of Wells sold him 
~ixty acres on the northern branch of Little river on June 19, 
1721.:;: 

Daniel Low and his wife Mary ( Ingersoll) were in court for 
the usual cause Oct. 1, 1707. He was killed by Indians at Merry
land in Wells May 11, 1723. Widow Mary Low married, inten
tion April 25, 1724, Andrew Lewis of Kittery. 

* Plymouth Colony Reeords, VI: 25. 
t York Deeds, IX: 77. 
·, York Df>eds. XII: 2:iu. 
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l. Damiel; of Kittery, when he m., int. Oct. 26, 1735, Pa
tience Mills of Scarborough. Daniel Low of Kittery, 
shipwright, sold in 1785 the sixty acres in Wells which 
his father had bought from Maddocks, seemingly his 
father's only heir.* He also quitclaimed to his uncle 
Job Low the fifty acre town grant which was already 
in Job's possession, in this deed of Dec. 12, 1735, call
ing himself shipwright, of Scarborough. Daniel Chaney, 
who attested to the signing of the deed .in Jan., 17 42, 
stated the "said Low was Since gon out of this Coun
try as he 11nderstands."t Pati<>nee Low who m., int. in 
Falmouth March 9, 1740, .James Wooster, must have 
been his widow. She m., third, int. April 20, 1762, 
Dennis Lary of Gorham, she being Patience Wooster 
of Pearsontown. 

2. Jon 2 Low (John1
) was horn in Marshfield in or before 

September, 1677. In September, 1691, Job Loe of Marshfield 
chose Benjamin Phillips to be his guardian.t He was then at 
least fourteen years old as only children who had reached that 
age had the privilege of choosing their own guardians. 

Joh Low came to ·wells, Maine, in 1699. On April 17, 1701, 
he married there Mary ,¥ormwood. Mary Low was baptized 
upon profession of faith June 23, 1706, and received into com
munion with the Wells church A pri1 22, 1722, becoming its 
sixtieth member. Job Low was baptized and admitted to com
munion May 21, 1727. He was a juryman in 1714. 

Grants of land by the town were laid out on May 23, 1701, 
to Samuel Stewart, Thomas Boston, Jr., James Boston, ,Job 
Low and Daniel Low. In 1730 Joh deeded one-half of his home
stead to his eldest son William Low.§ In 1735 his nephew Dan
iel Low quitclaimed to him fifty acres in Wells which had be
longed to the elder Daniel Low "which tract is now in Job's 
possession."\I To his son David Low, Joh gave a town grant of 
three and a half acres at Bald hill in 1755 and in 1758 he sold 
to David fifty acres with buildings, possibly the rest of the 
homestead as ,Vi1liam Low was an abuttor.~ In 1759 Low and 
John Bennett exchanged small lots of marsh.** This is his last 
appearance in the records, and as he would have been eighty
one years old in 1759 he probably did not live many years 
longer. 

* York Deeds, XVII: 50. 
t York Deeds, 23: 162. 
t Plymouth County Quarterly Sessions. p. 01. 
§ York Deeds, 17: 281, 
11 York Deeds, 23: rn2. 
fl York Deeds. 3!1: 2no. 

** York Deeds, 36: 61; 41: 50 
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Children, baptized in Wells: 
i. MARY, bapt. July 27, 1707; m. Sept. 29, 1723, John Hatch. (See 

Hatch.} 
ii. WILLIAM, bapt. July 27, 1707; m., int. Nov. 12, 1726, Abigail Good

ale. They were admitted to full communion in the Wells church, 
he on May 4, 1729, and she on Aug. 28, 1733. 

In 1772 he sold twenty acres of bis Wells homestead to Nicho
las West and the remaining forty acres to Capt. John Cook of 
Scarborough on June 9, 1777, buying from Capt. Cook on the 
same day three hundred acres, presumably in Sanford. On the 
following day he conveyed half of this tract to his son Jedediah 
Low.* In 1779, yeoman, of Sanford, he sold to his brother 
Ephraim Low one-half of what remained of the Cook purchase 
and also confirmed a grant to Ephraim of all his personal prop
ertyt More of the Cook land was sold to Edmund Hammon, 
in 1781 and one-eighth of the "old Province saw-mill" to Domini
cus Goodwin in 1782. In both of these deeds he was "of Mousam, 
so called, near the township of Sanford." Abigail Low was 
living in 1181.::: 

Children, baptized in ·wells: 
1. Esther, bapt. June 15, 1728/9; m. March 10, 1746/7, 

Nathaniel Getchell. 
2. William, bapt. Sept. 24, 1732. 
3. John, bapt. March 14, 1735/6. 
4,. Sarah, bapt. Dec. '.H, 1738; m. Sept. 4, 1761, Joshua 

Ayres of Phillipstown. 
5. Phebe, bapt. April 4, 1742; m. Aug. 29, 1763, Charles 

Curtis. 
6. Jedediah. 

iii. ELIZARETH, bapt. Sept. 14, 1707; m. Jan. 1, 1727, Philip Hatch. 
iv. JoB, bapt. April 2, 1710; m. (1), int. Sept. 4, 1736, Elizabeth 

Hatch; m. (2), int. Dec. 5, 1741, Sarah Kimball. He was ad
mitted to full communion in the Wells church Dec. 19, 1741. He 
was a joiner by trade. In 1763 he sold his home and fifteen acres 
of land on the Merryland river in Wells to ,James Littlefield.§ 

Child, by first wife, baptized in Wells: 
1. Ebenezei·. b. about 1737, hapt. July 3, 17 43, as son of 

,Job and Elizabeth; m. ( 1), int. April 9, 1758, Rebecca 
Hatch; m. (2), int. Feb. 13, 1773, Martha Hatch; a 
turner by trade. 

Children, by second wife: 
2. Elizabeth, bapt . .June 26, 1743. 
3. Samuel, bapt. Aug. 5, 1744. 
4. Jedediah, bapt. April 6, 174(i. 
5. ·Mercy. bapt. Nov. I, 1747. 
6. Bena.iah, hapt. March 4, 1749/.50; u1., int. Nov. (i, 177'.l, 

Dorcas Hatch. 
7. Timothy, hapt. Aug. 26, 1759. 

*York Deeds, 47: 88; 46: 41; H: 71-72. 
t York Deeds, -Vi: 2:i:1. 
:t: York Del'd:-:. 50: It'.!; fiH: I .i. 
§ York Deeds, I3: ~"-
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v. JOHN, b. about 1712; m. in Wells Feb. 6, 1740/1, Abigail Frost. 
He was admitted to full communion in the Wells church April 
24, 1743. He was a weaver and by 1748 had moved from Wells 
to Phillipstown (Sanford) where he bought Lot 17 from Thomas 
Fernald of Kittery in 1748, selling one-half to John Urin of 
Greenland in 1750.* Urin sold back to Low one-half of what he 
had bought from him two years later, but in 1754 Low sold 
Urin the whole of Lot 17, the Fernald purchase, containing 
130 acrcs.t Abigail Low released (lower in this last deed. 

The first of John Low's children, Susanna, born a year after 
his marriage to Abigail Frost, was baptiY.ed in Wells and re
corded as a daughter of John and S·uu,nna Low. The parson or 
clerk recorded the mother's name as Susanna when the next 
three children were baptized, hut with the fifth child the mother's 
name is Abigail. Thb <'an only he explained as a repeated error, 
the recorder not knowing Mrs. Low's name and looking back to 
past entries to find it. As proved by the 1754 deed, Abigail 
(Frost) Low was John's wife when all of the children of John 
and Susanna were baptized. 

Children, possibly others, baptized in ,Vells: 
I. Susanna, bapt. March 14, 1741/2; d. in infancy. 
2. Susanna, bapt. June 17, 1744; m. Nov. 18, 1762, Simeon 

Hatch. 
3 . .T ohn, bapt. Nov. 2, l 7 46. 
4 . .Rleanor, bapt. ,July 2, 1H9; m. Jan. 5, 1769, Samuel 

Littlefield, 4th. 
5. A bi{lail, bapt. Oct. 28, 1759. 

vi. DAVID, bapt. Sept. 18, 1715; m. (I) Aug. 30, 1743, Sarah Matthews; 
m. (2) April 20, 1773, Abigail Briar. He was admitted to full 
communion in Wells church ,Tan. 19, 174,5/6. He bought thirty
six acres of land in Wells from Joseph Wheelwright in 1762. 
paying £1 an acre, and in 1772 gave fifty acres to his son Joh 
Low as his full share of the paternal estate.::: His uncle Daniel 
Low's fifty acre grant of 1699 was laid out to him in 1770. 

Administration on the estate of David Low of Wells was 
granted to Asa Low Oct. 11, 1777, David Littlefield, Jr., nnd 
Nicholas West heing his hondsrnen. The estate was valued at 
£244,!l Bis wid'lw wns prohnhly 1he Abigail Low who married 
Nicholas West on Fch. 2:l, 1778. 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
l. Job, bapt. May 4, 1746; d. young. 
2. Hannah, bapt. May 4, 1746; m., int. March 17, 1770, 

Daniel Littlefield, 3d. 
3. Mirfom, bapt. March 27, 1748; d. young. 
k .fob. hapt. Sept. 17, 171.9; m . .July 21, 177:l, Eunice Annis. 

His will, 1792-1793, left his estate to his wife, his 
three sons ( not named) and his daughters Priscilla 
(m. ,Joshua (,ray, ,Jr., of Wells by 1798), Sarah and 
Eunice. Administration, cum te.<tamento nnnrxo, was 
granted to ,Joshua Cray, ,Jr,, Mardi l!l, 1798.11 On 

* York Deeds, 31: 24a; 30: 4fl. 
-;- York De~<!,. ~I: 24:L 
:j: York Det•dr,., ,tJ : 50: 4•t: :i7. 
~ York Probate. No. 123!il. 
11 York l'rohal<-. No. I 23HS. 
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April 16, 1798, he was also granted administration on 
the estate of widow Eunice Low. 

5. Jliriam, bapt. March 2, 1754; m. April 30, 1778, Eiijah 
Stewart, ,Jr. 

6. Asa. bapt. Aug. 23, 1756; m., int. Jan. 17, 1778, Mary 
C!1ick. 

7. David, bapt. Aug. 26, 1759. 
8. Daniel, hnpt. Jan. 3, 1702. 

vii. TABITHA, bapt. March 9, 1717/8; m. Nov. 25, 1736, Nathan Hatch. 
In July, 1732, she had had an illegitimate child "three months 
since." 

viii. EPHII.AIM, bapt. May 8, 1720; m .• July 2, 1741, Mary Frost. They 
moved to Phillipstown (Sanford) where he bought from Charles 
Annis 130 acres of land on Sept. 18, 174-7.* He also bought 
65 acres from John Frost in 1759 and 50 acres from Joseph 
Cousins in 1779.t In 1782 he bought 70 acres in Sanford from 
Jonathan Littlefield and sold the tract to Joseph Wilkinson of 
Berwick in 1787 .::: The Cousius purchase was given to his son 
Obadiah Low in 1781,§ and the homestead farm of 150 acres 
in 1790.ll Obadiah deeded the farm back to his father on the same 
day for the lives of his father Ephraim Low and his mother Mary 
Low, but in 1794, Obadiah and his wife Abigail sold it to Joseph 
Storer of Wells.1i ;,1ar·y Low had presumably died between 17!l0 
and 1794. 

Children (possibly others) : 
1. Olive, bapt. in Wells Oct. 24,, 1742; m., int. April G, 

1760, ,Tames Garey. 
2. l?phraim, b. March 6, 174,8; m. (1) Jan. 28, 1773, Abigail 

Littlefield; m. (2) in Sanford June 15, 1788, Esther 
Lewis of Berwick. 

:l. "(;/if!,"** h. in Sanford ,July 26, 1749. 
4. Mehitable, b. in Sanford Nov. 5, 1752; m. Oct. 1, 1771, 

"Mr. Pattee." 
5. Dorcas, b. in Sanford May 31, 1755; m. William Tripe. 
G. David, b. in Sanford May 31 (sic), 1758; m. Nov. 5, 

1786, Ruth Clay. 
7. Obadiah, b. in Sanford Oct. 3, 1760; rn. by 1783 Abigail 

Hobbs, daughter of Henry and Abigail Hobbs. 
ix. LYnlA, bapt. Jan. 13, 1722/3; m. Dec. 13, 1143, Samuel Cane. She 

was admitted to full communion in the Wells church Feb. 28, 
1741/2. 

* York Deeds, 38: l 06. 
t York DeC'd8. :i~: 111'7: l!i: I:L 
t York Deeds, H3: JOB. 
§ York Df'-ed:-:. 411: 2137. 
Ii York Deeds, 52: l!lH. 
~ York Dt·ed:-;, 52: 199: 57: l~. 

"'* This name ~P~ms har,lly prohalJlp i11 171!1. It is .-::o givpn in n 1110<1ern tra11serip• 
tion and is doubtless a misreading-. 
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HOWLAND 

l. HENRY HowLAND of Fenny Stanton, co. Huntington, 
was born in the latter half of the sixteenth century. He was 
buried at Fenny Stanton on May 19, 1635. Possibly his wife's 
name was Anne as his son Humphrey Howland bequeathed to his 
daughter Anne all the pewter marked A. H. which had be
longed to her grandmother.* 

Children, presumably born in Fenny Stanton: 
i. JOHN, born about 1593 as he is said to have been more than eighty 

when he died Feb. 23, 1672/3. Associated with Gov. John Carver 
he was a passenger on the Mayflower in 1620 and spent his life 
in Plymouth, serving the colony as representative and assistant 
to the governor. He married Elizabeth Tilley, also a Mayflower 
passenger, who died in Plymouth Dec. 21, 1687, aged 80. His 
will, dated May 29, 1672, names ten children. 

ii. GEORGE; merchant, of London, died before Dec. 24, 1644, when 
Humphrey Howland of London, draper, brother and adminis
trator of the goods of George Howland, sued Nathaniel Withers 
of London, merdrnnt.t Aune I Jowlancl, widow of Humphrey 
Howland, was appointed administratrix de bonis non of the 
estate of George Howland July 11, 1646. 

iii. MARGARET; m. in Fenny Stanton April 26, 1623, Richard Phillips. 
iv. HuMPHREY, born in 1599. He was apprenticed on Nov. Hl, 1613, 

to James Smith of the Drapers Company, London, and was 
granted his freedom on Dec. 1, 1620. He married before 1626 
Margaret --- who died before Oct. 4•, 1636, when he married, 
secondly, Anne ---, at St. Swithin's, London. In two records 
in the parish register of St. Swithin's, the burial of his daughter 
Margaret in 1637 and the baptism of his daughter Mary in 1638, 
the name of his wife is given as MarJJ. but as his wife married 
in 1636 and the widow he left in 1646 were both recorded as 
Anne it is probable that MarJJ was an error of the clerk in both 
cases. The burial of several of his servants is noted in the regis
ter. In a poll of the city companies taken in 1641, Humphrey 
Howland is listed in the Drapers Company as a clothworker in 
Bush lane. "Mr. Humphrey Howland buried ye 9th ,July lt,4,6 in 
ye quire under ye 2d stone from ye bread pew," at St. Swithin's. 
"Mrs. Howland" was huried at Barking, co. Essex, Dec. 20, 1653. 

The will of Humphrey Howland of the parish of .St . .Swithin, 
London, C'itizcn and draper, was made May 28, 164-G. To l1i.s 
daughter Anne Howland, thr<'<' messuaµ:es in Thames st.red, in 
the parish of Allhallowes, London, which he had contracted to 
buy for £250, and to the heirs of her hotly, with remainder to 
his daughters Mary and Sarah Howland and the heirs of their 
bodies, equally, remainder to the survivor of them and a final 
remainder to Ann<' Jlowlnnd, his wife. His wife was to have 
one-half of the rentf; and profits of the messuaµ:es for six years. 
To his daughter Ann!', all the pewter marked A. H. whieh was 

* The Fenny Stanton parish rf':.dster commf'II<'<'.<:.: in J fi12. 
t Chancery Bills and Answers, Charles I. 11 f>. 1-~. 
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her grandmother's, the trunk with all the linen therein in 
Mr. Herbert's chamber in his dwelling house, two feather beds, 
the cypress chest and the great wainscot chest in the hall. To 
his daughter Mary, a copyhold tenement in the manor of Step
ney, co. Middlesex. One-third of various parts (fully described) 
of Cope's farm in Barking, co. Essex, to his wife Anne and two
thirds to his daughter Mary, with various remainders. The farm 
house called Cope's, one third to his wife and two thirds to his 
daughter Sarah, with various remainders. Guardian of his three 
children: his wife Anne. "I give unto my brother Arthur How
land 8 Li out of the debt owing to me by Mr. Ruck of New 
England and to my brother John Howland 4 Li out of the same 
debt and to my brother Henry Howland 4 Li out of the same 
debt." To my sister Margaret Phillips £5 and to my nephew 
Simon Howland £5 at twenty-one, and to his sister Hannah 
Howland £5 at twenty-one or marriage. To the poor of the 
parish of St. Swithin, 40s. llesidue to his wife Anne, and she was 
to be executrix. Overseers: friends Mr. Abraham Molyne and 
Mr. William Browne, To Master Molyne, £5. To Mr. Browne, 
40s. Witnesses: William Browne, A. Molyne, William Harbert, 
Elizabeth Harvey, Ric: Preice. The will was proved July 10, 
1646, by Anne Howland relict and executrix. 

The will of Anne Howland, widow, of Barking, co. Essex, 
was made Dec. 10, 1653, and proved Nov. 22, 1654. She left 
various lands to her daughters Mary and Sarah. To her executor 
William Courtoyse, the rents and profits of tenements in Gun
powder lane and a lease in Barnaby street, Southwark. To her 
daughter Hanson, l0s. to buy a ring. 

Children, by first wife, baptized at St. Swithin's: 
I. Susan; buried Oct. 4, 1626. 
2. Anne; a minor in 1646; possibly m. --- Hanson be

fore 1653. 
3. Marga1·et, bapt. March 17, 1629; buried Dec. 27, 1637. 
4. Nathaniel, bapt. April 9, 1634; buried Jan. 8, 1640. 

By second wife: 
5. "J;Iary, bapt. Oct. 23, 1638; living in 1653. 
6. Sarah, bapt. March 21, 1640; living in 1653. 

2. v. ARTHUR. 
vi. SrMoN, b. about 1608. He was apprenticed to his brother Hum

phrey, his father's name and parish being recorded in the books, 
in 1622 and made free March 24, 1629. Living in 1634, he was 
possibly the father of Simon and Hannah Howland mentioned 
in their uncle Humphrey's will in 1646. 

vii. HENRY, b. about 1609. He was apprenticed to his brother Hum
phrey in 1623, but as there is no record of his being granted his 
freedom he probably did not finish his apprenticeship. He came 
to Plymouth Colony and settled in Duxbury where he died in 
1670, leaving a widow Mary, who died June 16, 1674. His will, 
dated Nov. 28, 1670, names eight children. Like his brother Ar
thur, he was a Quaker, and many of his descendants adhered 
to that faith. 
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2. ARTHUR2 HowLAND (Henry1
) was presumably born in 

Fenny Stanton, co. Huntington.* He possibly came to New 
England with his brother Henry, nearly twenty years after 
their brother John sailed on the Mayflower in 1620. He first 
appears on the records of Plymouth Colony on November 2, 
1640, when a grant was made to him of land on North river, 
fifty acres of upland and some meadow. He was propounded to 
be a freeman on March 1, 1641/2, and in 1643 he was on the 
list of men able to bear arms in Marshfield. 

Before June 6, 1643, when John Walker was called his son
in-law, he married Margaret Walker, a widow.t She must have 
been his second wife. In 1644 he sued and won a verdict of 
£6 from Robert Mendum for goods which Mendum's wife had 
brought for him from England and did not deliver, converting 
them to her own use. William Paddy of Plymouth, merchant, in 
behalf of Edmond Freeman of Sandwich, gentleman, deerled to 
Mr. Arthur Howland three hundred acres in Marshfield for
merly granted to Capt. Myles Standish and Mr. John Alden. 
for the payment of £21 on January 20, 1647. In 1650 he sued 
Walter Baker and won a verdict. 

Mr. Arthur Howland was a member of the grand jury in 
1654. In the records of Plymouth Colony he is consistently 
given the distinction of "Mr." Having difficulties with Thomas 
Doggett over the bounds of the Freeman purchase, where he 
was then living, Howland petitioned that the court define the 
bounds on July 3, 1654. A surveyor was appointed and the 
matter did not reach an agreement until July 3, 1656. Row
land's last public service was performed on February 6, 1654/5, 
when he was foreman of a coroner's jury inquiring into the 
death of a boy named John Walker, apparently not his step
son of that name. The boy had been a servant of Robert La
tham, and the jury decided that he had died from cruelty and 
hard usage, the evidence being distressing indeed. 

Arthur Howland was a strong Quaker, as were many of his 
descendants. He was in court on October 7, 1651, for not fre
quenting the public assemblies on the Lord's day. In December, 
1657, Robert Huchin, an itinerant Quaker, held a meeting at 
Rowland's house. \Varned that the constable was on his way to 
break up the gathering and arrest Huchin, Howland managed 
to effect Huchin's escape. He, himself, was arrested and taken 
before Mr. John Alden, the magistrate, the next day, having 

* There are said to be records in England of his prosecution for nonconformity. 
t lterords of Plymouth Colony, 11: r,7. 
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again by stratagem enabled Huchin to escape, and was lodged 
in jail. On March 2, 1657 /8, he was fined £9 and bound for 
good behavior. While in jail he had composed "a writing" which 
he presented to the court and which the magistrates said was 
full of factious, seditious and slanderous passages. Refusing to 
pay the fines he was again committed to prison, but on June 1, 
1658, he admitted that he had "done evil" and was released. 
However, he continued his adherence to the new faith. 

On May 19, 1663, Howland deeded twenty acres to his step
son John Walker, in consideration of £17: 14: 10 paid by his 
wife Margaret Howland for his use in old England, which 
money Margaret had given, or probably promised, during her 
widowhood to her son.* He was excused from paying rates in 
1669, "in respect to his age and low condition." 

Arthur Howland was buried in Marshfield on October 30, 
167.5. Margaret, widow of Arthur Howland, sr., was huried 
there January 22, 1688.+ 

The will of ·Arthur Howland, yeoman, of Marshfield was made 
July 3, 1674, and proved Mar;h 14, 1675/6. He directed that 
the 30s. which he owed Edward Wan ton was to be paid by 
Timothy vVilliamson. To his son Arthur Howland, fifty acres 
of upland and meadow sufficient to keep six head of cattle. To 
his grandchild Amadiah Smith, £5, and to Amadiah's three 
brothers J:'./5 to be equally divided hcbvccn them. To daughters 
Mary Williamson, Martha Damon and Elizabeth Low, £10 
each. To grandchild Mary Walker, £10. To grandchild Timo
thy Williamson, a meadow of five acres in Marshfield, he paying 
to Edward \Vanton 10s. a vear for three years after he comes 
to enjoy the said meadow. All the remaind;r, both real and per
sonal to "my dear and noble souled wife Margaret Howland." 
Execntrix: wife Margaret. All of the legacies except the one 
to his son Arthur were to take effect upon the death of his 
wife. Thc:-e is a memorandum that before signing the will the 
testator revoked the legacy of five acres of meadow to his 
grandchild Timothy ·williamson. The inYentory was taken De
cember 11, 167 5, bv Anthon v Snow and Josiah Crane and 
brought to court l\,farch 7, 1675/6. There had been no ap
praisal of the house and lands. His books were worth 12s. and 
there were no articles of luxury. 

Margaret Howland of Marshfield made her will on Jan nary 
19, 1683, and it was proved on March 5, 1683/4. To her grand

* Mayflower Descendant, XVIII: 87. 
t .'llrl!t/lou~t.-r lhst'e11(/(111f, II: 181. ~;1:l. 
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son John W alkcr she left four acres of land. To her three 
grandsons, sons of her son Arthur, namely Ebenezer, Thomas 
and Arthur, her dwelling house, orchard and field, to be pos
sessed by them at the age of twenty-one. Residue to her son 
Arthur Howland, he to pay the legacies to her children and 
grandchildren given by her late husband in his last will. Exec
utor: son Arthur. Witnesses: John Rogers, Samuell Sprague. 
The inventory of the estate of Mistress Margaret Howland, 
taken January 25, 1683, amounted to £33: 19: 11.* 

Children, the first four surely by a first wife: 
i. DEBORAH; m. March 4, 1648, John Smith, Jr., of Plymouth. 
ii. MARY; m. (1) Aug. 6, 165'.J, Timothy Williamson; m. (2) March 

22, 1679, Robert Sanford. 
iii. MAR'l'HA; m. March Hi, 1659, John Damon of Scituate. 
iv . .ELIZABETH; m.John Low. (See J,,,w.) 
,.. A1<1·uun; m. Dec. 9, 1G(i7, Elizabeth Prence, daughter of Gov. 

Thomas Prence, who was much opposed to the match. At the 
court held at Plymouth March 5, 1666, Gov. Prence himself 
being on the bench, Arthur Howland was fined £5 and bound 
to good behavior for "inveigling of Mistris Elizabeth Prence. 
and makeing motion of marriage to her, and procecuting the 
same contrary to the parrents likeing." Howland's promise to 
"desist from the use of any meanes to obtaine or retaine her 
affections" must have been made with strong mental reserva
tions. He was constable of Marshfield in 1671, a member of the 
grand jury in 1676, a juror at the trial of three Indians for 
murder in 1676/7 and on a coroner's jury in rn78. He was made 
guardian of Caleb Williamson in Hi82. Arthur and Elizabeth 
Howland were both strong Quakers. 

Children, born iu Marshfield: 
I. Mary, b. Feb. 22, 1668. 
2. Ebenezer, b. Dec. 7, 1671. 
3. Thomas, b. Sept. 26, 1672. 
4. Arthnr. 
5. Prence. 

* Plymouth County Probate, copy at Archives Department, State House, Roston, 
4: (2): 249-251. 
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WORMWOOD 

1. WrLLIAM WoRMWOOD, presumably a fisherman as he is 
usually associated with them, is first found as a witness to an 
agreement, made ,January JO, 1639, between ,John Lander, a 
"scaler" ( a hunter of seals), and John Billings, fisherman, both 
of Piscataqua, by which the two men, who had been partners, 
divided their house, land, shall op and live stock.* "\Vorm wood, 
his wife Catherine and their children lived in a house on four 
acres of land at Kittery Point which had been given him, two 
acres each, by Lander and Billings, as Goodwife Thomas, who 
was Billings's widow, testified in March, 1647.t Sometime be
fore that year Wormwood had sold the place to Thomas Crock
ett who, in turn, sold it to Robert Mendum on September 21, 
1644.t 

,vhen the firnt General Court of the Province of Maine, at 
which all of the adult males were supposed to appear, was held 
in Saco on June 2r:i, 1H40, William Wormwood was one of fifteen 
Piseataqua men absent. After the sale of the Kittery Point 
house the Wormwoods went to Star Island in the Isk-s of Shoals, 
from where the autliorities ordered them back to the mainland 
in 1647 because of their "improper dealings" with sailors which, 
from later developments, would seem to mean too free a sale of 
strong drink. At the Shoals, also, they fell in with one "\Villiam 
James, a fisherman, who came hack to Kittcrv with them, and 
in October, 1647, Catherine \Vormwood was ;uTe;;tcd by ,Tolm 
Sealey and Antipas Maverick and ordered to Hoston to answer 
an unspecified charge, probably on suspicion of adultery with 
J amcs. The charge could not have been proved as she was soon 
back in Maine where on ,Tnne 27, 1648, the court ordered that 
""Tilliam ,James and William "\Vonnwood are for to part lions
hold and for to build another house before one yeare be ended." 
This remedy did not cure the situation, howev.cr. In the court 
of October 1.5, 16150, ,villiam ,Tames and William Wormwood's 
wife were presented for living suspiciously together, and if 
J amcs did not "separate" by the next court. he was to pay 40s. 
or have corporal punishment. Wormwood, who, perhaps natur
ally, had become "a common swearer and a turbulent person," 

* York Deeds, I: 10. 
t Province and Court RNords of Mni1H', I: l\H. 
+ York Deeds. I: 12. 
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now sought to take his difficult wife back to the Shoals, and the 
court decreed "that if the Fishermen of the Iles of Sholes will 
entertaine W ormewood and his wife, they have liberty to sit 
downe ther provided that they shall not sell neither wine, beare 
nor Licker." If they went James went too, for a year later 
on October 14, 1651, the court is still harping on separation. 
"William James shall hence forward separate himself from Cat
terne Wormewood & must forthwith pay his Fourty shillings 
for his breach of the last Court order about his seperation."* 

There are few other records. In the court of June, 1648, 
Wormwood sued Mr. Nicholas Browne for debt, asking dam
ages of £10 and having a bull attached as security. Mr. John 
Sealey walked off with the bull while it was under attachment 
and was fined £5 for contempt. Wormwood sued Dr. John 
Reynolds in the New Hampshire court in 1650 for detaining 
three goats and a sow for three years, and, the doctor having 
departed the country, won a verdict against Alexander Jones 
who had been Reynolds' surety. Wormwood had to sue again 
to enforce the verdict in 1651. Catherine Wormwood testified 
against Edward Colcord in court at Strawberry Bank in 1650. 
"Goody W ormod" was listed among the doubtful debtors of 
Robert Button in January, 1651, the adjective probably quite 
justified. 

As this was the only family of Wormwood north of Boston, 
the following were doubtless of the family of William and 
Catherine: 

i. ANNE. Anne Wormwood was freed from the service of John 
Crowther and his wife in May, 1648. 

ii. JACOB. Jacob Wormwood was in Saco, or possibly Cape Porpoise, 
in 1661 when he served on two coroner's juries. The :first, May 
17, was on the death of Richard Raser who was accidentally 
drowned. The second was on the body of Thomas Latimer which 
was found in the Saco river after Latimer, a servant of John 
Chater, had run away from Wells. Wormwood probably mar
ried a daughter of William Reynolds of Cape Porpoise. He 
signed a Wells petition in opposition to Mr. Rishworth and 
favorable to the Massachusetts government in 1668. In 1684 he 
witnessed a deed from Cole to John Barrett, was a member of 
another coroner's jury in 1685 and in 1688/9 was elected lot
layer and surveyor for Cape Porpoise. 

Attacked by Indians in 1690, Cape Porpoise, except for a 
"false peace" when a few families returned to their sorrow, was 
deserted for twenty years. There is no further record of Jacob 
Wormwood, and it is probable that he died, possibly in Oyster 
River, before Cape Porpoise was resettled. 

* Prol'i'flce arid Cm11·t Record.< of Maine, I, by indeJ<. 
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Of his children, if he was actually the husband of a Reynolds, 
one is certain, another probable. 

l. William. He and Hope Demerritt, wife of Eli Demer
ritt, both of Dover and nephew and niece of John 
Reynolds, quit-claimed their shares of their uncle's 
estate to Stephen Harding in 1725.* He and his wife 
Margaret were both baptized at Oyster River Oct. 29, 
1721. Their oldest son was named Jacob, additional if 
slight evidence of William Wormwood's parentage. 
Administration on his estate was granted to his son 
Joseph on March 30, 1743. 

2. Hope; m. Eli Demerritt. As she joined William Worm
wood in the deed conveying their Reynolds inherit
ance, it is most probable that she was born a Worm
wood. 

iii. MAllGARE'r. She and her husband Simon Bussy were in court July 
4, 1659, for having a child before marriage, and they were sen
tenced to the brutal punishment of ten lashes each at a public 
meeting either in Falmouth or Scarborough. 

iv. JOHN. In 1676/7 John Wormwood, William Chadbourne and John 
Winnock, who had been prisoners of the Indians, were redeemed 
at Pemaquid by Major Wal<lron on Feb. 25, the ransom for each 
being twelve skins. Where they had been captured is not known. 
Winnock was a Scarborough man, Chadbourne was from Kit
tery. A Kittery girl, Alice Small, married a Wormwood, and 
possibly this John was her husband. A .John Wormwood, John 
Woodman, Thomas Rice and ,Tob ,Jenkins were fined for quar
reling in Kittery in 1694. Alice Wormwood, apparently a child
less widow, was living with her brother Francis Small in Truro 
on Cape Cod in 1709. On April 19, 1711, she married Beriah 
Smith. 

2. v. WII.LIAM. 

2. WILLIAM2 WoRMWOOD (Will-iam? 1
) took the Oath of 

Allegiance at York on March 22, 1679/80. He had previously 
lived at Portsmouth, where his tax was abated, because of his 
remova1, just a week before he took the oath. By 1683/4 he 
owned land on the York river above Bass cove, on the way to 
"Scotland," it being cited as a boundary in the deed of Thomas 
Curtis to Henry Lamprill.t No deed for the land itself is re
corded. He was probably employed by his Bragdon neighbors 
in lumbering. 

Wormwood was York's constable in 1685 and 1686, and sat 
on the county grand jury in 1688. In 1685. the town granted 
him and ,T amcs Freethy a lot on which they might cut firewood. 
He appraised Samnel Freethy's estate and was bondsman for 
George Norton in 1685. In 1686 he was one of the protes
tants against the remova1 of the York county records to Scar
borough. 

* York Deeds, XI: 249. 

t York Deeds. IV: 7. 
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In the autumn of 1690 the two brothers Arthur and Thomas 
Bragdon, Thomas's son Daniel Bragdon, James Freethy, Wil
liam Wormwood and four other men were loading a vessel at 
the little harbor of Cape Neddick when they were attacked by 
Indians and the Bragdons, Freethy and Wormwood were killed. 
Inventories of the estates of all of them were taken by Arthur 
Came and John Hovey on October 14, and on December 3 
administrators were appointed. Wormwood's estate, valued at 
only £25, of which £12 was in his house and land, was entrusted 
to ·his widow, Mary \Vormwood, William Young being her 
bondsman. The carpenter's tools which he owned indicate his 
trade. Mary Wormwood soon married John Spencer, who lived 
near Bald Head in York, and she was still living, in \Vells, in 
1736 when she made a deposition giving her age as "about 
sixty-nine." Her second husband, Spencer, was also an Indian 
victim, kil1ed September 1, 1712. 

There is no positive evidence of William Wormwood's age. 
If his widow's age was accurately estimated in 1736, she was 
born about 1667, and, as he was taxed in 1679, he must have 
been born as early as 1658. It is possible that he was a grand
son, not a son, of ·William and Catherine Wormwood of Kittery, 
of whom we hear last in 16,51. In that case his father must have 
died soon after his son's birth and completely escaped the rec
ords. On the other hand, Mary Spencer's age may have been 
substantially underestimated, as was often the case. There is 
probably no solution of the problem. 

As Mary Spencer was in Wells during her second widowhood 
it is probable that the following Wormwoods of \Vells were her 
children. Thomas surely was. 

i. MARY; m. in Wells, April 17, 1701, Job Low. If her mother was 
born in 1667, both she and her daughter must have married at 
the age of sixteen or seventeen. While such marriages were not 
uncommon, it is perhaps more probable that her mother was 
born several years before 1667. (See Low.) 

ii. THOMAS, b. about 1684,; m. Jane Cole with whom he was in court 
in October, 1706. He was apprenticed to Mr. Samuel Wheel
wright of Wells, and, after Mr. Wheelwright's death, served out 
his term with Mr. John Wheelwright. In Oct., 1707, he testified 
that Benjamin Mayer made the Wheelwright house his home 
as he passed to and fro on his business. We may suppose that 
the Wormwoods were at the Wheelwrights' for the wedding fes
tivities of Hannah Wheelwright on Sept. 16, 1712, when the 
Indians attacked the house and took the bridegroom, Elisha 
Plaisted, captive. 
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Wormwood served on a trial jury in 1713. The town made 
him a conditional grant of 100 acres on the northeast side of 
Mousam river in 1715/6, and about 1720 granted him 40 acres 
to make his home-lot up to 100 acres. He was baptized in the 
Wells church on profession of faith on July 3, and his wife Jane 
on Aug. 6, 1726. He was a proprietor of the town in 1734, own
ing two shares. He deposed in 1734, aged about 50, and in June, 
1749, aged about 67, testified that "over fifty years ago Nicholas 
Cane and myself helped my father-in-law Mr. John Spencer, 
late of York, deceased, fence the land where Mary Bulman's 
house now stands."* He deeded his homestead to his son Ben
jamin on Feb. 24, 1743/4, in return for life support for himself 
and his wif P .J an ... t Ile was presumably st.ill liYinir in 1753 when 
his son Thomm: was cnll<'"(l "jr." 

Children, order uncertain: 
1. William; killed by Indians in Wells in 172,k 
2. Mary; m. Aug. 17, 1732, John Freese. 
3. Thomas; m. Feb. 15, 1738/9, Hannah Evans. 
,i. Elizabeth; m., int. in Biddeford Nov. 16, 1740, Wyatt 

Moore . 
. 5. A /Ji_qail; m. Dec. 16, 17 42, Thomas Cousins. 
6. John; m., int. Feh. 15, 1743/4, nethia Rankin. 
7. JJ,mjnmi11; m., int. Aug. 29, 1747, Atlah Nason of Kit

tery. 
8. Joseph; m., int. April 18, 1748, Sarah Evans. 

iii. MARTHA; m. Abraham Bowden with whom she was in court in 
July, 1706. 

* Supreme Judicial Court, No. 05311. 
t York Deeds, 24: 119. 
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ANNIS 

1. CoRMAC ANNIS, whose given name was speedily Angli
cized to Charles, appears in Newbury in 1666 when he married 
Sarah Chase on May 15 of that year. He is said, apparently 
on traditional authority, to have come from Enniskillen, county 
Fermanagh, in the province of Ulster, Ireland, where he was 
born about 1638. 

Annis settled in the western portion of the town of Newbury 
near his wife's family. In 1669 he was one of those protesting 
against the methods of the selectmen in assigning seats in the 
town's meeting-house. He and his wife were character witnesses 
for Thomas Tewkesbury in 1674, saying that "he carried him
self well all the time he lived in the house with widow Bartlett," 
who was a very merry widow indeed. In 1678, aged forty, he 
took the Oath of Allegiance, and in April, 1679, the Freeman's 
Oath. "\Vith two of his sons he was a soldier under Capt. Thomas 
Noyes about the year 1688. His taxable property in 1688 con
sisted of a house, five acres of plowland, three horses, five oxen, 
two cows, two three-year-olds, two two-year-olds, twenty sheep 
and three hogs. He seems to have lived a quiet farming life, 
never in legal difficulties. He died December 19, 1717. 

Charles Annis's will left his wife Sarah one-half of his dwell
inghouse during her widowhood, and all his rights in his boy 
::Vfalachi Edwards. To his son Joseph Annis, the other half of 
the house, in which he now dwells, two-thirds of the land bought 
of Mrs. Sarah Morse, and, after the widow's death, the other 
half of the house and the remainder of the land. Also to son 
Joseph, one-half of his marsh in Salisbury. To his son Abraham 
Annis, the land bought of Mr. Dole on which he now dwells and 
the other half of the Salisbury marsh. To his son Isaac Annis, 
the land bought of Deacon Coffin on which he now dwells, and 
the island of salt-marsh called Acre island. To daughters Sarah 
Bagley, Priscilla Godfrey, Anne "\Varthon and Hannah Weed 
£20 apiece in corn, cattle or money. To grandchildren Dorothy 
and Judith ,v arthon, 40s. each. Executrix: wife Sarah. Wit
nesses: Abraham Morrill, Thomas ffollams (bee), sr., William 
Noyes. Proved February 15, 1717 /18. 

Sarah Annis, widow of Charles, made her will November 12, 
1718, and it was proved June fi, 1726. To her four daugh
ters Sarah Bagley, Priscilla Godfree, Hannah ,vced and Ann 
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Worthen she left her stock, movables, clothing, money, debts 
due her and her Indian servant. Witnesses: Orlando Bagley, 
jr., John Davis, Ezekiel Worthen.* 

Children: 
i. SARAH, b. Dec. 23, 1666; m. as his second wife, int. March 25, 17M, 

Orlando Bagley of Amesbury. 
2. ii. JosEPH, b. Aug. 18, 1668. 

iii. AQUILA, b. June 4, 1670; a soldier under Capt. Thomas Noyes 
about 1688; d. s.p. before 1718. 

iv. A CHILD, b. April 12, 1672; d. April 17, 1672. 
3. v. ABRAHAM. 
4. vi. lRAAC. 

vii. PRISCILLA, b. Nov. 8, 1611; m. William Godfrey. 
viii. HANNAH, b. Nov. 15, 1679; m. (1), int. May 11, 1700, Thomas 

Worthen of Amesbury; m. (2) ,July 19, 1704, Ephraim Weed. 
Dorothy and Judith Worthen, remembered in their grandfather 
Annis's will, were her children. 

ix. ANNF:, b. Dec. 28, 1681; m. George Worthen of Amesbury. 

2. J OSEI'H
2 ANNIS ( Charles 1

), his parents' oldest son, was 
doubtless the son born in Newbury August 18, 1668. Before 
1692 he married Dorothy Osgood, daughter of Christopher Os
good who mentioned her in his will. She died in Newbury March 
8, 17 40, and he died there August. 12, 17 58, aged ninety-two. 
The Anniscs became Episcopalians and were among the first 
parishioners of Qncen Anne's chapel in ;\ ndrnry. 

Dorothy Annis was granted administration of her father'~ 
estate August 28, 1758. It was ordered that the real estate be 
divided into eight parts, but after consideration it was decided, 
with the consent of the heirs, to settle it all on Dorothy Annis, 
the eldest <laughter, she to pay the other heirs their proper 
shares. The heirs in this large family were all women. The re
ceipts show that a double share was paid to the three daughters 
of Christopher Annis, the only son to leave issue, they being 
Ruth and Dorothy Annis, minors under guardianship of Ste
phen Emery, and Mary Annis, non compos ·mentis and under 
guardianship of Moses Little. Joseph Keyes of Bolton and Rob
ert Cochran of Londonderry, N. H., gave receipts for the single 
shares due their mothers Sarah (Annis) and Abigail (Annis). 
Hannah Annis, Esther Annis and Priscilla (Annis) Merrill gave 
receipts for tl1cir own single shares. A single share amounted 
to £46: 13: 4.t 

* Essex Probate, JI 5: 878. 
·i" 11:.-isex Probate. a~u: :?3: !"l:l5: ltt: :~:n: It.i~•a. 
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Children, born in Newbury: 

121 

i. DoROTHY, h. Nov. I, 1692; buried Dec. 6, 1763, unmarried. Her 
will, made July 10, 1762, left her property to her sister Hannah 
Easmond, her nieces Ruth Emery and Dorothy Annis (children 
of her brother Christopher), her µ,-reat-nephews and great-niece 
.Joseph Annis Keys, Christopher Keys, Charles Keys and Doro
thy Keys (grandchildren of her ,ister Sarah Keys, deceased), 
and appoints Samuel Emery executor.* 

ii. SARAH, b. March 14, 1693/4; m. --- Keyes. 
iii. AQUILA, b. June 14, 1695; d. s.p. 
iv. SEABORNE, b. Jan. 1, 1696/7; d. s.p. 
v. HANNAH, b. Nov. 19, 1698; unmarried in 1759; m. before 1762 

--- Easmond. 
vi. ABIGAIL, b. Sept. 2.5, 1700; m. Dec. 7, 1727, Robert Cochran of 

Londonderry, N. H. 
di. JosEPH, b. Jan. 14, 1702/3; d. in Newbury, .t.p., Dec. 5, 1750. 
viii. C1rn1sTorH>:R, b. Aug. 31, 1704; m. Dec. 3, 1730, Ruth Merrill, who 

m. secondly Oct. 28, l 756, Samuel Davis. He was a cordwainer, 
lived in Newbury and was drowned Feb. 16, 1745/6. 

Children, born in Newbury: 
I. Ruth, b. July 12, 1733; d. Aug. 12, 1736. 
2. ]farJJ, b. Nov. 173!;; 110n ~ompo.• mentis and under 

guardianship of Moses Little in 1760. 
3. Ruth, b. Oct. 8, 1738; m. Nov. 25, 1760, Samuel Emery. 
4. Doroth11, b. March 31, 1743; m. July 12, 1768, Nathan 

Ordway. 
ix. CHAJtL>:s, b. Feb. 15, 1705/6; d. s.p .. May 30, 1741, a blacksmith in 

Exeter, N. H. On October 28, 1741, a<lministration was granted 
to his brother Christopher Annis of Newbury, the estate hein~ 
valued at £391. 

x. EsTHim; d. unmarried in Newbury May 13. 1762. 
xi. Pa1scH.LA; m. Mareh 10, 1730/1, Peter Merrill. 

3. AnRARAM 2 ANNIS (Charles 1
) was presumably born in 

Newbury about 1674. He must have been a precocious hoy, a 
soldier at fourteen and a husband at nineteen, but unless he 
was an unrecorded twin of one of Charles Annis's first four chil
dren, which seems unlikely, it is difficult, to give him an C'arlicr 
birth year. He married by lfi93 Hannah---. Their deaths 
rtrc not recorded. 

Annis was a weaver as well as a farmer. He was a soldier 
under Capt. Thomas Noyes about ] 688. On May 13, 1718, the 
town granted Abraham Annis and others permission to use the 
flats near Holt's rock for fishing on condition that each give 
one salmon a year to Rev. Christopher Toppan and Rev. John 
Tnfts, the pastors of the First and Second churches "if thcv 
cat.ch them." · 

• Essex Probate, 311 : 4,,. 



122 The Ancestry of Amiis Spear 

In 1736 he bought a farm of one hundred acres in Haverhill 
to which he moved in 1737, selling his Newbury homestead. The 
line between Massachusetts and New Hampshire was deter
mined in 1741 and his farm was found to be in the latter state, 
in what was first known as Haverhill in New Hampshire, lat.er 
the town of Salem. 

Children, born in Newbury: 
5. i. CHARLEs,.b. Feb. 10, 1693/4. 

ii. ELIZABETH, b. in 1695. 
iii. HANNAH, b. March 20, 1697/8; m. Nov. 20, 1716, Benjamin Raw

lins. 
iv. JOHN, b. May 1, 1700; m. in Newbury Dec. 16, 1724, Abigail 

Rolfe. A cordwainer by trade, he lived in Newbury until 1732, 
when he moved to Haverhill. Between 1750 and 1760 he was in 
Bradford and in the latter year returned to Newbury where he 
and his wife were living in 1770. 

Children: 
I. Ez1·a, b. in Newbury March 25, 1726; m. in Rrmlford 

Dec. 20, 17 52, Sarah Long. 
2. Sarah, b. in Newbury June 12, 1729; d. young. 
3. Sarah, b. in Amesbury May 22, 1730/1 (sic); m. in Brad

ford Jan. 18, 1756, Thomas Mitchell of Haverhill. 
4. Rolfe, b. in Haverhill Dec. 21, 1734; m. in Bradford 

Sept. 1, 1757, Sarah Rawlings. 
5 . .T ohn, b. in Haverhill Feb. 22, 1736/7. 
6. Charles, b. in Haverhill March 10, 1738/9. A Charles 

Annis and wife Sarah, of Windham, N. H., had chil
dren born 1769-1773. 

7 . .T acob, b. in Haverhill Aug. 11, 1741; m. Molly Haggitt 
of Andover. 

8 . .Tames, b. in Bradford Sept. 9, 1743; m. Beulah ---. 
9 . .Jesse, b. in Bradford Aug. 8, 1745; m. Sarah-~-, who 

d. June 11, 1766, aged 18. 
IO. Abigail. b. in Bradford Sept. 9, 1747. 

v. STEPHEN. b. Feb. 1, 1701/2. 
vi. SARAH, b. Sept. 9, 1703. 
vii. SAMUEL (probably), b. about 1705. There are three marriage rec

ords of a Samuel Annis. He was of Haverhill in the first record, 
of St. George's in Maine but recorded at Wells, where he would 
have been with his brother Charles, in the third record. He 
would seem to be a son of Abraham Annis of Haverhill. Samuel 
Annis of Haverhill m. in Andover Oct. 12, 1736, Mary Phillips. 
Samuel Annis m. in Andover May 8, 1739, Mary Stevens. Samuel 
Annis of St. George's m., int. March 19, 1742/3, in Wells, Mary 
Humble. There were descendants at St. George's (Warren). 

viii. ABRAHAM, b. March 4, 1708; m. (1) Dec. II, 1735, Abigail Sawyer 
of Newbury who d. Sept. 26, 1741; m. (2) Dec. 28, 1742, Mary 
Hilton; living in 1767. A potter by trade, he moved from New
bury to Haverhill in 1737 with his father, his land !Ht!'r being 
made a pnrt of Snkm, N. H. 



Annis, of S ewb-ury and Wells 123 

Children,* by first wife, recorded in Haverhill: 
1. Elizabeth, b. May 18, 1736; m. Jan. 28, 1762, John 

Swaddock Corliss. 
2. Stephen, b. May 28, 1738; d. s.p. before July 10, 1766, 

when administration was granted on his estate. He 
was a cooper and lived in Middleton. 

3. Abigail, b. June 28, 1740. 
ix. DA:NIEL, b. Dec. I, 1711; m. in Newbury July 5, 1732, Catherine 

Thomas. 

Child, baptized m Haverhill: 
I. A child, bapt. Sept. 1736. 

x. TABITHA, b. March 5, 1713; m. in Newbury March 9, 1737/8, Dan
iel Woodman. 

xi. ANN1:, b. June 21, 1715. 

4. IsAAC 2 ANNIS ( Charles 1
) was born in Newbury about 

1675. He married about 1700 Rebecca ---, who survived 
him and married secondly Shimuel Griffin of Newbury Novem
ber 6, 1716. 

He was under Lieut. Caleb Moody in 1708 for service in the 
woods between Amesbury and ",J amaco" (Merrimac), and was 
a member of the 2nd Company of Foot in Newbury in l710/l. 
His home farm was on the north side of the Bradford road, east 
of the Artichoke river in N ewburv. 

Administration on the estate of Isaac Annis of Newbury wa,; 
granted to his widow Rebecca on October 3, 1712. Ther~ was 
a division made in 1716 in which the widow's dower was set off 
and the remainder was divided among the children, the only son 
Isaac receiving two shares and the four daughters Mary, Elea
nor, Priscilla and Kezia one share each. Isaac and Eleanor, 
over fourteen years old, chose John Bailey of Newbury as their 
guardian, and he was appointed guardian of Priscilla and Kezia 
in February, 1717. A final division was ordered on March 7, 
1725/6, between Isaac Annis, Mary St.onning, Eleanor Long, 
Priscilla Annis and Keiia Annis.t 

Children, born in Newbury: 
i. MARY, b. March 22, 1700/1; m. Jan. 1, 1723/ 4, George Stoning of 

Salem. 

* l'he History of Windham, N. H., by Leonard A. Morrison, 1885, gives to Abra
ham Annis and Mary Hilton, his second wife, six children, the births beginning in 
1749, seven years after this marriage. Where Mr. Morrison obtained these records is 
not stated. The children were Sarah (b. Aug. 19, 1749), Joseph (b. May 24, 1751), 
Hannah (b. May 30, 1753), Ruth (b. Sept. 1, 1755), Lydia (b. Nov. so, 1757), and 
Abraham (b. Sept. 11, 17 59). Also, in Haverhill the baptisms of two children of Abra
ham and Sarah Annis are recorded, Heman (bapt. Dec. 1755), and Rebecca (bapt. 
Feb. 1756). There are no prnbate records of Abraham Annis in New Hampshire, but 
a study of the land records might result in placing these children in their proper 
position. 

t Essex Probate. :1111: rna; 311: HH; 312: 196; 31a: 334. 
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ii. ELEANOR, b. Jan. 24, 1701/2; m. (1) May 19, 1724, Robert Long 
of Newbury, m. (2) Aug. 21, 1732, Ebenezer Watson. 

iii. JANE, b. 1703; d. before 1716. 
iv. lsAAC, b. Jan. 3, 1703/ 4; m. Jan. 22, 1729/30, Experience Haraden. 

He was a joiner by trade and lived in Gloucester. He served in 
the Louisburg expedition in 1745 as a lieutenant in the 7th com
pany of Col. Robert Hale's regiment. 

Children, born in Gloucester: 
I. Experience, b. Jan. 29, 1730/1; m. Jan. 11, 1753, Ben

jamin Herring. 
2. Isaac, b. March 28, 1733. 
3. Deliverance, b. Nov. 7, 1735; m. Feb. 29, 1760, James 

Garcelon. 
4. Sarah, b. Jan. 23, 1737 /8; m., int. Nov. 24, 1758, ,Jona

than Robinson. 
5. Daniel, b. May 16, 1740. 
6. Mark, b. Feb. 1741/2; d. s.p.; administration granted on 

his estate Nov. 19, 1764; mariner. 
7. Esther, b. Sept. 15, 1743; m. June 7, 1774, Henry White, 

"sojourner frotn Walpole." 
8. Ebenezer, bapt. Aug., 1745; d. young-. 
9. Ebenezer, bapt. Feb. 18, 1747; m. Nov. 5, 1767, Lois 

Lane; d. Dec. 4, 1819, aged 75. He was a Revolution
ary soldier, enlisting May 24, 1775, and being dis
charged Nov. 18, 1776. 

v. Pmsc1LLA, b. Nov. 1, 1706; m. July 1, 1735, Daniel Mace. 
vi. KEZIA, b. May 1, 1711; m. Oct. 25, 1733, Nathaniel Cheney. 

5. CHARLEs3 ANNIS (Abraham,2 Charles1
) was born in New

bury February 10, 1693/4. He married in Newbury on October 
18, 1716, Mary Morrison. She died in Welis after June, 1740, 
and Annis married his second wife, :Mary Dunham, on January 
21, 1745/6, in Wells. There is no record of their deaths and no 
probate record of his estate. 

A year before his first marriage Charles Annis bought a farm 
of one hundred acres in ,ve11s from William Sayer, the deed 
being dated May 22', 1715.* The young couple may have moved 
to ,Velis at once, or may have waited until after the birth of 
their first son, Nehemiah, who was recorded in Newbury in 1717. 
They were admitted to the Wells church on March 27, 1726. 

On July 18, 1769, Charles Annis of Wells, yeoman, deeded 
to his son Abraham Annis, laborer, sixty-five acres in Wells, 
"it being my Homestead or land whereon I now dwell." On the 
north-east it was bounded partly by land of his son Nehemiah 
Annis and partly by land belonging to the heirs of his son 
Stephen Annis, deceased.t Although there are no deeds re-

* York Deeds, 35: 168. 
t York Deeds. 40: 180. 
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corded, it is evident that Annis had given or sold to his two 
elcler sons part of his farm before 1769. 

Children, by first wife, all but the first born m Wells: 
G. i. NEHEMIAH, b. in Newbury April 5, 1717. 

ii. ELIZABETH, bapt. Aug. 16, 1719; d. young. 
iii. HANNAH, b. Dec. 25, 1722, (bapt. Feb. 11, 1721/2); m. Dec. 10, 

1741, Benjamin Hatch, Jr. 
iv. ELIZABETH, b. Nov. 15, 1724. 
v. STEPHEN, b. Nov. 3, 1726; m., int. in Wells April 1, 1749, Lois 

Williams; d. before 1769. He was admitted to full communion 
in the Wells church Sept. Hi, 1756. 

With her son Stephen and his wife Rosamund, widow Lois 
Annis sold the family house and farm of sixty acres to Jona
than Hill of Wells, f\'entleman, for £210 on August 1, 1792. * 

Children, baptized in Wells: 
I. John, bapt. June 10, 1750; d. young. 
2. Mary, bapt. April 28, 1754; m. May 30, 1770, ,John 

Spear. 
3. Stephen, bapt. Feb. 4, 1756; m., int. Nov. 30, 1776, Rosa

mund Dam of Nottingham. 
4,. John, bapt. 1758; m., int. Sept. 7, 1782, Peggy Noble of 

Somersworth. 
5. Abigail, bapt. May 17, 1761; m. Aug. 30, 1781, Solnmm, 

W ekh of Sanford. 
vi. SARAH; m., int. Nov. 16, 1745, Lemuel Hatch. 
vii. Ruru, bapt. Aug. 18, 1731; m. int. March 12, 174-8/9, Edward 

Welch. 
viii. MARY, bapt. July 27, 1734; m., int. Sept. 24, 1757, Thomas Mel

drum. 
ix. JosEPH, bapt. Nov. 6, 1737; no further mention. 
x. ABIGAIL, bapt. ,June 29, 1740. 

By second wife: 
xi. Pa1scn.1.A, bapt. March 29, 17'17; m. July 20, 1765, Timothy Sih·cr 

of Phillipstown. 
xii. ABRAHAM, bapt. Nov. 12, 1749; m. Sally --- about 1775. Sally 

Annis, widow, was appointed administratrix of the estate of 
Abraham Annis of Wells, yeoman, Nov. 1, 1813, Jonathan Hill, 
.Jr., nnd Abraham Annis heing her bondsmen.t 

Children, baptized iu \Veils (possibly othci·s): 
1. 1'l all.If, bapt. Sept. 19, 1778. 
2. Sally, bapt. Nov. 15, 1778; m. ,Jonathan Hill of Gilford, 

N. H. 
3. Abraham, bapt. June 15, 1780; m. March 3, 1803, Nancy 

Littlefield. His will, made Jan. 3, 1823, was proved 
Jan. 5, 1846. He left to his sister Sally, wife of Jona
than Hill, $5. To Arates, Sally, Olive, Betsey, Polly 
and Uriah Morrison, children of his sister Betsey 
Morrison, deceased, $1. each. To his wife Nancy, the 
farm of fifty acres where he dwelt, his two-thirds part 
of the dwelling--house, a barn and one-third of an-

* York Deeds, 55 : 92. 
t York PrcJbate. 24: 29. 
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other barn, forty acres of land which his father Abra
ham Annis puchased of John Storer, cattle, household 
goods, etc. Executrix: wife Nancy. Witnesses: Joseph 
Gillman, Moses Wells, Storer Hatch.* 

4. Bet.~ey; m. Nov. 26, 1806, Uriah Morrison. 

6. NEHEMIAH
4 

ANNIS (Charles,3 Abraham, 2 Charles') was 
born in Newbury April 5, 1717. He married Joanna Hatch in 
Wells January 27, 1742/3. His second wife, whom he married 
in Wells August 8, 1782, was Elizabeth Morrison, widow of 
Joseph Morrison and daughter of Jonathan Johnson. As Eliza
beth, wife of Nehemiah Annis, she shared in the division of her 
father's estate in 1784.t He and his wife were probably living 
in Sanford when the 1790 Census was taken, the Nehemiah 
Anni,; listed in \Velis being his son. 

On March 25, 17 54, for £5: 14: 0, Nehemiah Annis, yeoman, 
and Joanna, his wife, of Wells, released to her brother John 
Hatch all of their interest in the estate of her father John 
Hatch, late of \Velis, deceased.+ This is the only deed in which 
Nehemiah Annis figures and his estate was not in probate. There 
is no record of death of either Nehemiah or Joanna Annis. \Vere 
it not for the church records this family would be almost en
tirely without a history. Of the six sons only one, Nehemiah, 
is listed in the 1790 Census of Maine. 

( liildrcn, baptized in \Velis:§ 
i. lsRAEL, bapt. Aug. 12, 1744; d. young. 
ii. WILLIAM, bapt. Nov. 3, 1745. 
iii. NEHEMIAH, bapt. Oct. 4, 1747; m. Aug. 28, 1771, Lydia Hatch. 
iv. REBECCA, bapt. Oct. 8, 1749; m. Feb. 18, 1768, her first cousin 

Ebenezer Spear. (See Spear.) 
v. ISRAEL, bapt. March 16, 1754. 
vi. KETURAH, bapt. April 11, 1756; m., int. Jan. 21, 1775, David 

Littlefield of Sanford. 
vii. J os,,:pn, bapt. Feb. 10, 1760. 
viii. JOANNA, bapt. May 2, 1762; m. April 27, 1780, William Quint of 

Sanford. 
ix. DOROTHY (Dolly), bapt. Oct. 22, 17<i4; m. Jan. 6, 1785, Daniel 

Penny. 
x. CHARLES, bapt. July 19, 1767. 

* York Probate, 57: 306. 
t York Probate, 14: 1 t7-8. 
:t York Dcl'<IS, ,!, : llL 
§ There were four Annis girb marrie,1 in Wells 1771-1777 who are unplaced. They 

must hnve been daughters of Nehe1niah4 Annis or of his brother Stephen·!, or widow.-; 
of Nehemiah's sons with marriages unrecorded. In Nehemiah's family there are 
spaces for unrecorded children in 1752 and 1758, and in Stephen's in 1752. 

Phebe Annis and Joseph Littlefield of Sanford, int. May 4, 177 L 
Eunice Annis and Job Low, m. July 21, 1773. 
Sarah Annis and John Andrews. m. Nov. 16, 1775. 
Hannah Annis and Edmund Welch, Jr., m. Feb. 6, 1777. 
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CHASE 

AQUILA CHASE, born about 1618, and his brother Thomas 
Chase were granted house-lots in Hampton, New Hampshire, 
in 1640. * In 1644 he had an additional grant of four acres of 
upland, meadow and swamp and in 1645/6 he held one share 
in the town's common lands. In 1646 he moved to Newbury 
where at the "new town" (Newburyport) a house-lot, six acres 
of planting ground and six acres of marsh were laid out to him 
"on condition that he doe goe to sea and do service in the towne 
with a boate for four years." It is evident that he was a fisher
man, and there is a tradition that he was the first person to 
pilot a vessel across the bar at the mouth of the Merrimac. 

Before he left Hampton Chase had married Ann Wheeler. 
In 1646 and again in 1646/7 they and Ann's brother David 
Wheeler were presented at Ipswich court for picking peas on 
Sunday. The constable reported that the warrant had been 
sent to Hampton but that the culprits "were gone to New
bury." A year later they were admonished and their fines re
mitted. Apparently he sold his dwelling in Hampton at the 
time of his removal, for in 1667, when he sold his remaining 
land there to his brother, it was excepted as having been dis
posed of twenty years before. 

He was a commoner of Newbury in 1653 and in 1654 signed 
the petition asking the General Court to remit the heavy fine 
imposed upon Lieut. Robert Pike. About 1659 he sold his first 
Newbury homestead to Robert Rogers and presumably built on 
his six acre planting lot, farther westward, where he lived until 
his death on December 27, 1670. In 1666 the age of "Accquilla 
Chas" is stated in a deposition to be about forty-eight years. 

The will of Aquila Chase of Newbury was made December 10, 
* The name Chase is very uncommon in England although the family in America, 

particularly the progeny of Aquila Chase, has multiplied prodip;iously. Wh<"n, there
fore, it was discovered that in lhe parish of Chcsham, co. Buckingham, there was a 
family of Chase that us~cl the baptismal name Aquila, it seemed certain that the 
emigrant Aquila Chase was a member thereof. Extensive research. however, has 
failed to place him nn<I llis brother Thomas. One Aquila Chase. baptized in Chesham 
in 15RO, became a merchant tailor in London and had a son Aquila, baptized in 1626 
in the church of St. Nicholas, Cole Abbey, but he was also buried there in 1659/60. 
The Chase family of Chesham stems from Thomas Chase, ±1520-1586, and the first 
recorded A<1uila Chase was his grandson. Possibly Thomas Chase had brothers in 
another still unidentified parish from one of whom the American emigrants de
•cendecl, but this is purely conjecture. The lesson to be learned is that identification 
based even on uncommon nan1es may be fnls:e. 

Th(• abovp t'H'eount of i\quila ('ll:isc nnd his family io;;;; t:1ken from the /)r>S('C'nda11is 
of Aq1ri/r1 a11d Thf111ut.': rha:~e, by .John Cnrroll Chase arnl Geor~P ,vnlter Chamberlain, 
1!128, n splendid piece of i:-enealoiticnl work. 
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1670, and proved March 28, 1671. To his wife Ann he left his 
house, barn and orchard during her widowhood, she to pay their 
daughters Ann and Priscilla £5 each within a year after their 
marriages. To his son Thomas, £10 in corn or cattle, provided 
he abide and serve with his mother until he reach the age of 
twenty-one. His wife Ann was to provide for the rest of the chil
dren "all she sees good according to her abillitye." At the end 
of her life or remarriage, the house, barn and lands were to go 
to his eldest son Aquila, he paying to each of his brothers John, 
Daniel and Moses, £10 in corn or neat cattle. His son-in-law 
Charles Annis was to have a boat-load of grass or sedge from 
the lower end of Penny island as long as he lived. Aquila was 
to pay his sister Sarah £3, his sister Mary 20s., and his sisters 
Elizabeth and Ruth Chase £4 each within two years after their 
mother's decease. Executrix: wife Ann. Overseers: Ensign Ste
phen Greenleafe, \Villiam Chandler, who, with James Ordway, 
were also witnesses. The inventory totalled £336, the homestead 
being valued at £100. The farm was well stocked and there was 
much produce in the barn. 

The widow Ann Chase married on June 14, 1672, Daniel 
Silloway and died April 21, 1687. 

Ch{ldren, all but the eldest born in Newbury: 
i. SARAH; m. May 15, 1666, Charles Annis. (See Annis.) 
ii. ANN, b. July 6, 1647; m. April 27, 1671, Thomas Barber of New

bury. 
iii. PRISCILLA, b. March 14, 1648/9; m. Feb. 10, 1670/1, Abel Merrill 

of Newbury. 
iv. MARY, b. Feb. 3, 1650/1; m. March 9, 1669/70, John Stevens of 

Newbury. 
v. AQUILA, b. Sept. 26, 1652; m. Esther Bond. 
vi. THOMAS, b. July 25, 1654; m. (1) Nov. 22, 1677, Rebecca Follans

bee; m. (2) Aug. 2, 1714, Elizabeth Moores. 
vii. JoHN, b. Nov. 2, 1655; m. (1) May 23, 1677, Elizabeth Bingley; 

m. (2) in Salisbury, Dec. 21, 1687, Lydia Challis. 
viii. EuzARETH, b. Sept. 13, 1657; m. (1) June 27, 1678, Zachariah 

Ayer; m. (2) Daniel Favor. 
ix. RUTH, b. March 18, 1659/60; d. May 30, 1676, aged 16. 
x. DANIEL, b. Nov. 15 or Dec. 9, 1661; m. Aug. 25, 1683, Martha 

Kimball. 
xi. MosEs, b. Dec. 24, 1663; m. (1) Nov. 10, 1684, Ann Follansbee; 

m. (2) Dec. 13, 1713, Sarah Jacob of Ipswich. 



xn 
WHEELER, OF NEWBURY 





WHEELER 

1. DOMINICK WHEELER, a shearman, of Salisbury, co. Wilts, 
England, was probably born about 1565. On June 3, 1588, at 
the church of St. Edmund's, Salisbury, he married Mercy Jelly. 
He was buried at St. Edmund's January 12, 1615/6. 

The will of Domny Wheeler of the city of New Sarum (the 
ancient ecclesiastical name for Salisbury) was made December 
12, 16] 5, and proved February 16, 1615/6. He gave to his wife 
Mercy all his goods and chattels, both real and personal, mov
able and unmovable, for life, and after her death to ,John 
\Vheeler, his eldest son. Also to his son John, a little clock and 
a platter. To Annes Wheeler, wife of John Wheeler, 5s. or any
thing to the value thereof. To Edward "\Vheeler, his son John 
Wheeler's eldest son, one silver spoon, and to his (Edward's) 
brother John Wheeler a pottinger. Witnesses: John Malyerd, 
Will Courtis. * 

Children, recorded at St. Edmund's: 
i. JOHN; buried Dec. 8, 1588. 

2. ii. JOHN, bapt. Nov. 4, 1591. 
iii. JANE; buried Feb. 15, 1593. 
iv. ELIZABETH, bapt. Aug. 3, 1595. 
,. ,TOIIN, hnpt. Nov. (i, 1698; hul'i<·d Nov. 7, 1598.r 
vi. Ro»ART, bapt. Oct. 12, 1599. 

2. JoHN2 WHEELER (Dominick 1
) was baptized November 

.4, 1591, at St. Edmund's, Salisbury. On December 1, 1611, he 
married Agnes Yeomans at St. Edmund's. Rev. Peter Thatcher, 
the parson of St. Edmund's, was strongly Puritan in !tis be
liefs and it was doubtless under his influence that the "\Vheelers 
decided to emigrate to New England. Wheeler was a barber 
by trade. 

On the passenger list of the Mary and John, dated March 
24, 1633/4, sailing from Southampton, appears the name John 
\Vheeler, and, as most of the emigrants on this ship sett.led in 
Newbury, it has been taken for granted that this John Wheeler 
was the Salisbury barber who settled in Hampton, not far from 
Newbury. An examination of the parish register of St. Ed
mund's, however, makes this conclusion very dubious, for the 

* Subdeaeonry of Sarum. file for 1615, No. 5. 
t It was not uncommon in the sixt<'enth century to give a son the Christian name 

of a living elder son. 
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baptism of Henry, son of John and Anne vVhecler, was entered 
there on February 8, 1634/5. Presumably little Henry was bap
tized the Sunday after his birth, in the usual course of events, 
and under these· circumstances the John Wheeler who sailed for 
New England in March, 1633/4, could not have been his father. 
Henry, who was his father's executor, gave his age as forty
three in 1678, which again places his birth in 1635. The Mary 
and John John Wheeler must have been another man of this not 
uncommon name. 

When the Wheelers did emigrate, they were first at Hamp
ton, but in 1641 John was one of the original proprietors of 
Salisbury. Before 1650 they had moved to Newbury, but he was 
still taxed in Salisbury in 16,52. He signed the petition in favor 
of Lieut. Robert Pike but ignominiously acknowledged that he 
was sorry in 1654. Anne Wheeler, his wife, died in Newbury on 
August 15, 1662. 

The will of John Wheeler of Newbury, made March 28, 
1668, was probated October 11, 1670. He left to his son David 
"\\

7hecler £10 of the debt David owed his father. To his son Ed
ward Wheeler of the city of Salisbury in the Realm of England, 
£10 of which he is to pay £3: 10: 0 to the chamber of the city. 
To his son Adam Wheeler of the said city, 40s. To his son 
Thomas Wheeler, 40s. To his son William Wheeler, 40s. in case 
he shall come over into this country. To his daughter Mercy, 
40s. To his daughter Elizabeth Button, £4. To his daughter 
Anne Chase, £4. To his daughter-in-law Susanna \Vhecler, £4. 
In each of the legacies to the children 20s. was given to them 
by their mother. To his son George's children Ephraim and 
Samuel "\Vhecler, £4 each at the age of twenty-one. To his son 
Roger Wheeler's daughter Mary Wheeler, £3 at the age of 
eighteen and to her brother ,Toseph Wheeler, 40s. at the age 
of twenty-one. To his daughter Elizabeth's children 40s. apiece, 
to Thomas at the age of twenty-one and to Mary and Elizabeth 
at eighteen. To his daughter-in-law Susanna, his son George's 
wife, the land which he gave her husband and which he built 
upon. Executor: son Henry Wheeler and he is to have the resi
due. \Vitnesses: Anthony Somerby, Augustinn Stedman, Roger 
Steedman, Benjamin Lowle, Jonathan Woodman.* 

* Probate Records of Essex County II: 200. 
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Children: 
i. EowAIID; mentioned in his grandfather's will; m. at St. 'l'homas's, 

Salisbury, May 1, 1634, Elizabeth Collins; living in 1668. 
ii. J 01m; mentioned in his grandfather's will; possibly m. at St. 

Thomas's, Salisbury, May 6, 1640, Mary Collins; probably cl. s.p. 
before 1668. 

iii. ADAl\I, bapt. at St. Edmund's Dec. 5, 1616; living in 1668. 
h·. EuzAB-ETH, bapt. at St. Edmund's Jan. 10, 1618; came to New 

England with her parents; "aged 47" in 1669; m. ( 1) 'l'homas 
Duston; m. (2) in Haverhill June 9, 1663, Matthias Button. 

Y. ANNE, bapt. at St. Edmund's May 13, 1621; came to New Eng
land with her parents; rn. (1) Aquila Chase; rn. (2) June 14, 
1672, Daniel Silloway. (See Chase.) 

vi. Tuo,1As; living in 1668. 
vii. M1·:RcY, living in 1668. 
viii. DAVID, b. about 1627; m. in Newbury May 11, 1650, Sarah Wise; 

lived in Rowley by 1669. According to Judge Savage he did not 
accompany his parents to New England but came on the Con
fidence in 1638, aged 11. His name does not appear on the pub
lished passenger list of that ship, however. 

ix. WILLIAM, living in England in 1668. 
x. Roomq came to New England with Jiis parents; m. (1) Dec. 7, 

1653, Mary Wilson who d. Dec. 27, 1658; m. (2) in Boston Nov. 
23, 1659, widow Mary Stone. 

xi. GEORGE; came to New England with his parents; m. April 30, 
1660, Susanna Stowers who m., secondly, June 5, 1668, Edward 
Goodwin of Amesbury; d. in 1668, his inventory being taken 
May 23, 1668. 

xii. HENRY, bapt. at St. Edmund's Feb. 8, 1634/5; m. about 1659 Abi
gail Allen; "aged 43" in 1678. 





XVII 

MORRISON, OF NEWBURY 





MORRISON 

DANIEL MoRRISON is first found in Newbury in 1690, in which 
year he married Hannah Griffin. He was presumably a Scotch
man, but he cannot be identified with any group of Scotch emi
grants, such as the unhappy prisoners sent to America after 
the battle of Dunbar in 1650 or the Scotch from Ulster who 
began arriving about 1715. He settled as a farmer in the west
ern part of the town, buying eighteen acres, in partnership with 
his brother-in-law Thomas Staples, from Abial Long in 1695, 
fifteen acres from Moses Chase in 1699/1700 and twenty-seven 
acres, known as the "rate lot" from Stephen Greenleaf in 
1706/7. In 1710 he and Staples divided their purchase, Mor
rison taking a third. 

In 1726 Morrison gave his son John by deed of gift forty 
acres on the Bradford road in Newbury, and in 1731 he sold 
his homestead of forty acres to Timothy Morse for £790. This 
sale marked his departure from Newbury and his settlement in 
Rowley where he purchased thirty acres from John Stevens for 
£280 that same year. He held this land only until 1734 when he 
deeded it, with his house, barn and orchard, to his son-in-law 
and daughter, Roger and Abigail Chase. 

Hannah Morrison died in Newbury October 9, 1700. As his 
second wife Morrison married Mary Folsom of Exeter, their 
intentions being published in Newbury on March 27, 1707. 
After bearing two sets of twins, Mary Morrison died on Febru
ary 14, 1710. He had a third wife, Mary, who survived him and 
married October 2, 1750, Benjamin Stickney of Rowley at. 
Newbury. 

Daniel Morrison of Rowley made his will November 3, 1736, 
and it was probated May l 0, 1737. He left to his wife Mary 
£10 and various personal articles, provided she did not object 
to his will, otherwise nothing, inasmuch as he had already given 
her £40 in accordance with a prenuptial agreement. To his son 
Daniel Morrison of Wells, 5s. To his son John Morrison, 5s. 
To his daughter Mary Annis, £60 and one-third of the house
hold goods. To daughter Abigail Chase, 5s. To his grandson 
Daniel Morrison, son of his son Daniel, £20. To his grandson 
Daniel Morrison, son of his son John, £10. To his grandsons 
Spindelo and Daniel Morrison, sons of Ebenezer Morrison, £50 
each. To his son Ebenezer "if he should ever return again," 5s. 
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beside what he hath already had. To his two granddaughters 
Hannah and Lydia, daughters of his son Ebenezer, two-thirds 
of the household goods. Six sheets, one table, a chest and three 
chairs were at his son Roger Chase's house. Executors: friends 
John Case and Joshua Bayley. Residue to sons Daniel and 
John. Witnesses: John Cheney, Daniel Morrison, Ebenezer Wat
son, Sarah Bayley, daughter of Josh: Bayley.* 

Children, born in Newbury, by first wife: 
i. DANIEL, b. Aug. 1, 1691; m. (1) in Rowley Nov. 25, 1712, Abigail 

Kimball; m. (2) Dec. 15, 1715, Eleanor Littlefield, who survived 
him. He was under Capt. Hugh March in the second foot com
pany of Newbury in 1710/11. It was probably soon after the 
death of his first wife that he moved to Wells, Maine, where 
he was baptized on profession of faith June 17, 1716. He was a 
proprietor of the town in 1734. His will, made July 24, 1756, 
was probated January 2, 1757. He left 10s. apiece to his chil
dren Daniel, Na than Littlefield, Hannah Allen, Lydia Kimball, 
Abigail Maxwell and Tabitha Stewart. To son Joseph, two acres 
of fresh meadow at Elm Brook. To his grandson John Royal 
Baston, son of his daughter Eleanor Baston, deceased, £5 when 
he should reach twenty-one. To his daughter Mary Morrison, 
£8. To his son Samuel, the homestead, containing sixty acres, 
the dwelling house, barn and buildings, one-sixteenth of the 
upper saw-mill and stream on Maryland river and the common 
right belonging to the homestead. To his wife Eleanor, thirty 
acres and all of the movable estate, and for her life one-half of 
the homestead, dwelling-house, barn, saw-mill and meadow. Ex
ecutors: wife Eleanor and son Samuel. Witnesses: John Penny, 
Snrah Penny, John Storer.t 

Children, born in Wells, by second wife: 
1. Daniel, b. May 31, 1716; m., int. June 1, 1744, Mary 

Nason. 
2. Hannah, b. May 9, 1718; m. Jan. 29, 1735, Elijah Allen. 
:l. David, bapt. Aug. 7, 1720; d. young. 
4. ElPanor, bapt. April 1, 1722; m. May 10, 1739, James 

Boston. 
5. Lydia, b. Feb. 14, 1723/4; m. Feb. 17, 174,2/3, Benjamin 

Kimball. 
6. Abigail, b. Jan. 18, 1726; m. July 31, 1746, David Max

well. 
7 . .ToReph, b. Feb. 19, 1727/8; m., int. Oct. 22, 11!'\3, F,liw

beth Johnson of Phillipstown, who m. secondly in 
Wells Aug. 8, 1782, Nehemiah Annis. 

8. Nathan Littlefield, bapt. May 31, 1730; m. Jan. 8, 1755, 
Charity Littlefield. 

9. Samuel, bapt. Aug. 27, 1732; m. Nov. 27, 175-5, Hulclah 
Stewart. 

10 . .T ohn, bapt. Sept. 22, 1734; d. youn/!'. 
11. Ebenezer, bapt. Sept. 22, 1734; d. young. 

* Essex Probate, 822: 32. 
t :'\laine Wills, p. 800. 
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12. lllary; m., int. Jan. 7, 1758, William Storer. 
13. Tabitha, bapt. Feb. 4, 1738/9; m. Nov. 6, 1755, Elijah 

Stewart. 
ii. JouN, b. March 28, 1693; m. Lydia---. He bought a house and 

land in Exeter in 1717, but continued to live in Newbury until 
about 1741 •,,hen he was living in the west parish of Haverhill. 
His will, cordwainer, was made Aug. 18, 1769, and proved Feb. 
27, 1770. Twelve children. 

iii. HANNAH, b. Jan. 27, 1695; d. in Newbury June, 1716, in her 22nd 
year. 

iv. EBENEZER, b. Oct. 6, 1697; m. Anna Spindelow of Stratham, N. H., 
where he bought land in 1723. He returned to Newbury, was 
absent from home when his father's will was made in 1736 and 
was !lead on May 28, 1737, when a guardian was appointed for 
his &on Spiu,le/ow Morrison. 

v. MARY, b. March 20, 1699; m. in Newbury Oct. 18, 1716, Charles 
Annis. (See Annis.) 

vi. ABIGAIL; m. in Newlmry Mar. 16, 1725/6, Roger Chase. 

By second wife: 
vii. Twrn, d. April 2, 1708. 
viii. Twrn, d. April 7, 1708. 
ix. LYDIA (twin), b. Feb. 4, 1710; d. in infancy. 
x. BERIAH (twin), b. Feb. ,i (6, in printed Yitai recorus) 1710; d. in 

infancy. 
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GRIFFIN, OF IPSWICH 





GRIFFIN 

1. HUMPHREY GRIFFIN, a butcher, born about 1605, was 
refused admission as an inhabitant of Ipswich in 1639, "the 
Town being full," which does not indicate over-population but 
merely a disinclination to grant land and common rights gra
tuitously. As he already had three and possibly four children 
in 1643, he and his wife Elizabeth, who was a daughter of Rob
ert Andrews of Ipswich or of Andrews' wife Elizabeth by a pre
vious marriage, may have been married in England about 1637 
and followed the Andrews family to Ipswich in 1639. The Grif
fins probably remained in the town in spite of the official refusal 
and on January 1, 1641, Griffin became an inhabitant hy pur
chase, buying from Daniel Denison a house and two acres of 
land near the mi11, meadow at Labor-in-vain and a planting-lot 
at Heartbreak hill. Robert Andrews witnessed the deed . 

. Griffin carried on his trade in Ipswich but without much suc
cess. He was constantly in the courts, suing for debt and more 
frequently being sued. In 1646 he contributed a day's work and 
voluntary carting toward the building of the east bridge. The 
town gave him permission to erect a "shambles" or slaughter
house, twenty feet square, near the pound in 1655, and in 1657 
he was "a common packer of beef and pork." Presumably the 
meat was salted and packed in barrels. 

The courts also saw him because of personal incidents. He 
was reviling his mother-in-law, Elizabeth Andrews, in 1647 and 
she. was returning the compliment. When he fe11 off his horse 
and used "evil words," "his breath scenting much of strong 
liquors," as the witnesses testified, in 1656, he was found "not 
drnnk but admonished as to drinking!" He was fined in 1656 
for unloading barley before sundown, thus profaning the Sab
bath. In Hi/58, aged fifty-three, he made a deposition in which 
he referred to Corporal ,John Andrews as "my brother." His 
daughter wore a silk hood in 1659 for which evidence of undue 
pride her father was fined lOs. Only the wealthy could wear silk 
with impunity. 

Administration on Humphrey Griffin's estate was granted to 
his widow Elizaheth November 19, 1661. A preliminary inven
tory was brought in showing only £71 "clear estate" and it was 
ordered that John Griffin, the eldest son, should receive £20, 
the two younger sons £10 each and the widow the remainder. 
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Later, on March 25, 1662, ,James Davis and Theophilus Shats
well appraised tl1e estate at £290 and stated that there were 
debts of £190.* 

The widow Elizabeth Griffin sued John Gaines for her dower 
in a house and land that Mr. Robert Paine had taken from her 
husband by execution and of which Gaines was in possession, 
and won her case in 1662, in which year she also sued Peter 
Nash for debt. She married Hugh Sherratt of Haverhill Febru
ary 10, 1662. Her troubles as administratrix were not over, 
however. She and her new husband were successfully sued for 
Humphrey Griffin's debts by Thomas Bishop in 1665 and by 
Gov. Simon Bradstreet in 1669. 

Elizabeth Sherratt, wife of Hugh Sherratt of Haverhill and 
formerly the wife and relict of Humphrey Gri:ffyn, made her 
will July 30, 1670. It was proved October 11, 1670. To her son 
John Griffin she left a bed and its various furnishings, provided 
he deliver to his brother Nathaniel the bed he hath now in use, 
one of her pewter platters, her brass mortar, her warming pan 
and iron pot. ,John was to pay the debt she owed to the wife of 
Goodman White. To her son Nathaniel Griffin, a cow and the 
bed which he was to have from his brother John, and his legacy 
was to be made up to £10. To her son Samuel Griffin, a yearling 
heifer and his legacy was to be made up to £10. To her daugh
ter Lydia Griffin, her gown and petticoat and serge hood. To 
her daughter Elizabeth Deare, her cloak. To her seven grand
children then living, her son Dea re's four and her son John's 
three children, £5 apiece. Executor: her son John. Witnesses: 
Nathaniel Saltonstall, Bartholomew Heath, Elizabeth Ela. The 
small inventory contained an item of £32 payable a year after 
the death of Hugh Sherratt, doubtless provided for in a pre
nuptial agrcement.t 

Hugh Sherratt died in 1678. 

Children: 
i. EuzABETH; m. in Ipswich March 3, 1660, Edward Deare. 

2. ii. Jom,. 
iii. NATHANIEL. He was probably the Nathaniel Griffin who married 

Elizabeth Ring in Andover Aug. 26, 1671. If he was also the 
Nathaniel Griffin, joiner, who was fined 10s. for fighting in 167a 
and was accused by Mary Weed in 1674 ("is fled since her 
accusation"), he must have returned and cleared himself as no 
punishment is recorded and adultery was treated with extreme 
severity. He was of Salisbury in 1676 when Mr. Richard Scam-

* Probate Records of Essex County, I: 853. 
t l'robate Records of Essex County, II: 200. 
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mon was found guilty of extortion in taking 500 feet of boards 
f1>r mending Griffin's pistol lock. 

Children: 
I. .Joseph, b. in Andover July 4, 1672. 
2. Hannah, b. in Salisbury March 11, 1675/6. 
3. Elizabeth, b. in Salisbury Oct. 30, 1682. 
4. Maria, b. in Salisbury June 24, 1686. 
5. Judith, b. in Salisbury June 5, 1689. 

h·. S,urn1:L; m. Lydia Younglove. Judith Brewer deposed June 27, 
1674, to incidents on "the night Samuel Griffin was married," 
and Samuel Griffin and his wife Lydia corroborated her testi
mony. She was a daughter of Samuel Younglove of Ipswich, 
butcher, whose e,tnte was aclminiskrecl by his grandson Samuel 
(;ritlin of (3lou('i,sh·r Feb. 7. 1n2/:L* She was unmarried and 
"about 30" in .June, 1673. Griffin took the Oath of Allegiance in 
Ipswich in 1(;78. He dit>cl before Oct. 23, 1691, when Lydia 
Griffin married Henrv Witham of Annisquam. She die<! in 
Gloucester Nov. ], 1702. 

Children ( possibly others) : 
1. Elizabeth, d. in Ipswich Oct. 2, 1684-. 
2. Samuel; m., in Gloucester, Elizabeth York. 

,.. Lvnr,,; living unmarried in 1670. 

2. ,Tonx2 GRrFFJN (Humphrev') was born in Ipswich about 
1640. He married Lydia Shatswell in Haverhill September 17, 
1663. He died in Bradford March 27, 1688, and widow Lydia 
Griffin died there N ovembcr 28, 1729. 

In depositions John Griffin's age is stated to have been 24 in 
1659 (an over-estimate), 20 in 1661 and 24 in 1665. He settled 
in Haverhill at the time of his marriage and was deputy con
stable of the town in ]664. In 1666 and 1667 he served on the 
trial jury and in 1666 he was deputy marshal of the county. 
He was allowed to keep the Haverhill ferry across the Merri
mac river in 1669. In 1669 he was a witness against ,John God
frey who was suspected of witchcraft, testifying that when he 
:-;tarted on a journey from thP Merrimac river to Andover on 
horseback he saw Godfrey setting out on foot and yet, although 
he ran his horse, Godfrey was comfortably seated by the fire 
in Goodman Rust's l10usc when he arrived there. Much of the 
other testimony dealt with Godfrey's ability to be in two places 
at one time. 

In 1670 Griffin was on a committee of the town of Bradford 
for "ordering, setting-up and furnishing a meeting-house." He 
gave a letter of attorney to his "uncle (Edward) Clark" of 
H:werhill :March 24. 1672/3. calling himself John Griffing of 

* E.-:;sex Probate, 313: 590. 
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Bradford. This was the Edward Clark who was so constant in 
his aid to the Shatswell family in times of trouble. Griffin was 
"pressed for the country's service" in 1679. He was still 
deputy marshal and a selectman of Bradford in 1680 and in 
1681 was a member of the committee to settle Rev. Zachariah 
Symmes in the pastorate of Bradford church. His last years 
were troubled by debts and the resulting suits and attachments. 

On April 7, 1709, widow Lydia Griffin and her children John, 
Ebenezer, Samuel and Nathaniel Griffin, Daniel Morrison on 
behalf of his former wife Hannah Griffin, Lydia wife of William 
Knowlton, Elizabeth wife of Thomas Staples, Susanna wife of 
Christopher Bartlett, jr., and Abigail Griffin, sold to Stephen 
Barker, for £105, one hundred and seventy-eight acres given to 
the widow Griffin by her father Theophilus Shatswell, on the 
north side of the Merrimac river in Haverhill. 

Children: 
i. LYDIA, b. in Haverhill June 21, 1664; m. (1) March 21, 1684, Mar-

tin Ford "a Frenchman that served his apprenticeship to Mr. 
Walter"; m. (2) William Knowlton. 

ii. THEOPHILUS, b. in Haverhill Feb. 2, 1665/6; d. March 17, 1688/9. 
Seven months after his death, in October, 1689, Mary Colby gave 
birth to a son, whom she called Theophilus Griffin, in Amesbury, 
and who was probably the Theophilus Griffin who on Dec. 18, 
1710, m. Hannah Fowler, both of Amesbury. 

iii. ELIZABETH, b. Oct. 14•, 1667; m. in Haverhill April 21, 1694, Thomas 
Staples. 

iv. JoHN (twin), b. in Bradford June 13, 1671; rn. (1) Mary~~
who d. March 16, 1728, aged 54; m. (2) Aug. 11, 1730, widow 
Mary (Capen) Baker of Topsfield. 

v. HA:-.NAH (twin), b. in Bradford June 13, 1671; m. in 1690 Daniel 
Morrison. (See l\Iorrfaon.) 

vi. EBENEZER, b. Oct. 26, 1673. 
vii. SusANNA, b. in Bradford Sept. 1, 1675; rn. Sept. 9, 1703, Chris-

topher Bartlett. 
viii. SAMUEL, b. in Bradford May 27, 1678. 
ix. NATHANmL; m. ,Jan. 6, 1709, Hannah Barker. 
x. ABIGAIL; m. in Bradford .Tnly 10, 1710, Daniel Way. 
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ANDREWS 

ROBERT ANDREWS, an early settler in Ipswich, was made free
man on May 6, 163.5, and on September 3 of that year he was 
licensed to keep an ordinary in the plantation where he lived 
by the General Court. He had built a house on the south bank 
of the Ipswich river, enclosed it with palings arnl had con
structed a fish-wier in the stream. In 1636 he was permitted to 
sell wine by retail "if he do not wittingly sell to such as abuse 
it by drunkencss." He was one of the town's road-surveyors 
in 1641. 

Andrews brought to Ipswich with him his wife Elizabeth ancl 
five children one of whom was a child of one or the other of 
them by a previous marriage. He died in the winter of 16413/4. 

The will of Robert Andrews of Ipswich was made March 1, 
164:3, and proved March 26, 1644. He made his eldest son, ,John 
Andrews, executor. To his wife Elizabeth, £4-0. 'I'o John Griffin, 
son of H urnphrcy Griffin, £16, but if he die before he shall he 
twenty-one years, it shall return to the testator's two sons ,John 
and Thomas Andrews. "Concerning my sonne Thomas Andrews 
my will is that he shall live with his brother John Andrews 
three yeares, two of which he shalbe helpful] to his brother 
,John Andrews in his husbandry and the last of the thre<' yeares 
he shall goe to sclwolc to recover his learning and if he shall 
goe to the university or shall set himselfe vpon some other 
way of living his brother John shall allow him ten pounds by 
the yeare for foure years & then fifteene pounds by t.he yeare 
for two yeares succeeding after." "Concerning the fourescore 
pounds which is to be paid vnto my sonne in lawe ffranklins 
daughter Elizabeth ffranklin my grandchild my will is that if 
she die before the debt is due it shalbe thus disposed ten pounds 
of it shall goe to my sonne Daniell Hovies child Daniell Hov(•y 
my grandchild an<l the other sciwty pounds shalbc divided bc
twcene my Two sonnes John & Thomas Andrews and if those 
my Two sonnes should dye then thirty pounds should be di
vided betweene my kinsmen John, Thomas & Robert Burnum 
by equall porcons & Twcnt.y more should goe to Humphrey 
Gryffins Two other sonnes & the other Twenty shall goc to 
Daniell Hovey. And because my sonne ,John Andrewes is yet 
vndcr age I doc comcnd him vnto Thomas Howlet as his guard-
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ian." Witnesses: ·William Knight, J olm vVhipplc, Thoma,-; Scot, 
Joseph Metcalfe.* 

Possible child: 
i. ELIZABETH; m. (1) Humphrey Griffin of Ipswich; m. (2) Hugh 

Sherratt of Haverhill; d. in lo70. 
Hobert Andrews in 1644 left a bequest of £Hi to John Griffin, 

son of Humphrey Griffin and a conditional 1'equest of £20 to 
Griffin's two other sons. He did not state his relationship to 
them, but the legacies are comparable to that left to his grand
son Daniel Hovey. In 1641 widow Andrews was admonished for 
reviling her son-in-law Umphrey Griffin, while Griffin was pre
,euted for revilinµ; "his wife's rnother."t In l(itn died Thomas 
Andrews, Robert Andrews' younger son, intestate and a bache
lor, Elizabeth Griffin (Sherratt) had died in 1670, leaving fivt· 
Griffin children. Daniel Hovey, who had married Robert An
drews' daughter Abigail, was still alive and he addressed a 
communication to the Court of Probate in which he lists Thomas 
Andrews' nephews and nieces, his heirs by intestacy. They were 
John Andrews and Sarah Cannon, children of John Andrews, 
Elizabeth Glover, child of Alice (Andrews) Franklin and the 
five Hovey sons. Nothing is said of the five Griffin children, nor 
did they enter any claim, It is therefore certain that Elizabeth 
Griffin was not a sister of Thomas Andrews by the whole blood. 
By the common law a brother or sister of the half blood did not 
inherit from a deceased half brother or sister, so it is quite pos
sible that Elizabeth Griffin was a daughter of Robert Andrews 
by a wife other than the mother of Thomas Andrews, his brother 
John and two sisters Alice Franklin and Abigail Hovey. While 
the widow Elizabeth Andrews was called Humphrey Griffin', 
wife's mother, she would have been equally well so called if she 
had been his wife's step-mother. All evidence considered, how
ever, it is perhaps more probable that Elizabeth Griffin was a 
daughter of Elizabeth Andrews by a husband who preceded 
Robert Andrews. (See Griffin.) 

Certain children, born in England: 
ii. Ar.rcE; m. \Vil!iam Franklin who was granted a house-lot in Ips

wich in 1634, but lived most of his life in Boston. Alice Franklin 
died before April 2, 1641, when her father and her husband 
agreed that £40 of her marriage portion, still unpaid, should rc-
main in her father's hands until her daughter Elizabeth Frank
lin (born in Boston Oct. 3, 1638) should marry or attain the age 
of eighteen years, whereupon £40 should be added to it and the 
£80 turned over to her. Careful provisions weere madee for her 
upbringing and education by her grandfather or her step-mother, 
Phebe Franklin, in case of William Franklin's death during her 
minority. Elizabeth Franklin never received all of her legacy. In 
1662 she and her first husband, George May, assigned their re
maining rights to her uncle Thomas Andrews when he was set
tling the tangled affairs of her uncle John from whom, as her 
grandfather's exee.nlor, the money was due.t After George May's 

* Ipswich Deeds, I: 6. 
t Records and Files, I: 113. 
:t Recorrls and Files, III: 16-1. 
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death she married secondly Mr. John Glover (Harvard, 1651), 
thirdly, Nov. 5, 1696, Dr. John Cleverly and fourthly, July 27, 
1703, ,James Mosman. She died June 21, 1705. 

iii. ABIGAIL; m. Daniel Hovey of Ipswich. His petition to the court 
in 1683 states "I did more than forty years ago match myself 
with his (Thomas Andrews') well beloved sister Abigail An
drews by whom the Lord blest me with six sons and one daugh
ter five of which sons are yet living."* 

iv. Jo11N, a minor in 1644. He married Sarah Holyoke, daughter of 
Edward Holyoke, Esq., of Lynn. Mr. Holyoke, a man of ability, 
wealth and cultivated tastes, died in 1658, and his will, proving 
these attributes, makes what is probably the first recorded men
tion of genealogy in New England-"the great mapps of gene
alogy" which he left to his son Elizur. 

John Andrews probably entered into a fairly good property 
when he was too young and inexperienced to manage it. By vari
ous depositions he was born in 1629, so that upon his father's 
death he was only fifteen. Presumably Thomas Howlett and 
Daniel Hovey managed the farm and the inn until John was 
twenty-one whereupon he was on his own. The "White Horse" 
on the High street was a gay and noisy place and in 1658 the 
most prominent citizens of the town asked the General Court 
not to renew its license as it caused disturbance of the public 
peace. It was renewed, however, as Ipswich needed its accom
modation. Corporal Andrews-he held that rank in the local 
train hand-was often in the courts, usually being sued or suing 
for debt. In lf>!i9 he pulled up stakes, sold the "White Horse" 
to Mr. Richard Dummer and moved to Lynn, still pursued by 
debt. In Lynn he bought a farm with the aid of a large mortgage 
obtained from Gov. Bradstreet, but his death on May 24, 1662, 
gave him but a short career there. His wife, Sarah, died April 
29, 1666. 

Administration on Corp. Andrews' estate was granted to his 
brother, Mr. Thomas Andrews, the Ipswich school-master, who 
undertook it very reluctantly. The property was valued at the 
large total of ahout £1100, but the debts were more than £750, 
including £,j,00 to Gov. Bradstreet. Bradstreet sued the widow, 
Sarah Andrews, for the farm in March, 1663, and she resigned 
possession, except for her "own interest," in court. To regain 
that loss the Governor suer! the administrator in 1664, appar
ently claiming that Thomas had retained a portion of the estate 
to his own use. He lost the case, witnesses testifying that John 
Andrews had never paid his brother his father's legacy, that he 
had sold Thomas's property and horrnwed the proceeds, that 
he had collected tuition charges from the fathers of Thomas's 
pupils and kept th" money, that he owed for three years' tuition 
for his own son. etc. Ont> is glad that poor Thomas recovered 
nt last. l'YPn ,i\ the ,·o,t of rn11<"h pain:\· 

* History nf the ..:11lffr<'ws Fnwif-!I, B. Franklin AndrewR, 1890. Mr. Andrews un
fortunately publisher! his hook while believing that he descended from· the family of 
Robert Anrlrcws. nf the first two gcnC'rations of which he gives a good account. He 
1iandsomely acknowledg-C'd his error in I RfHl. 

t Prohntt• Re('ords of E..::.•:C'x Cmmtr. I: 3711: H_pc•ord~ :i:nd Fiks. f'te., HI: lfi. tfi2,li. 
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Children: 
1. John; m. Anne Jacobs and lived in Salem, a shipwright; 

d. before 1706/7. 
2. Sarah; m. llobert Cannon, a sailor, who left his family 

and attempted to leave the country in 1677. Discov
ered in "The Catherine Wheel," the house of Abraham 
Adams in Boston, he escaped after a fight with the 
deputy marshal, most of which took place in a room 
full of small-pox patients, their nurse joining in the 
fray.* 

v. THOMAS, b. about 1631. He must have been a promising boy and 
his father obviously hoped that he would go to "the university,'' 
but financial difficulties intervened. In 1652 Dr. John Ward left 
to Thomas his books ''and also my Chirurgern chest and all that 
is now in it." He probably was a pupil of the eminent Mr. 
Ezekiel Cheever, master of the Ipswich Grammar School, and 
we also know that he was a musician. One night in the summer 
of 1656 John Choate, servant at the "White Horse," "brought 
Hanna Day and Hanna Porter to Goodman Androus' house, and 
there they were in his parlor with Good wife Androues; Thomas 
Androus, the scholar musician was there with his music ... 
and when they had spent as much of the night as they pleased, 
the maids were carried home ... the Major General (Denison) 
was there ... but he did not stop the merriment." John Choate 
was a convicted liar, but it is hoped that this picture was true.t 

In 1660 Andrews succeeded Mr. Cheever as master of the 
Ipswich Grammar School and there he remained until his death 
on July 10, 1683, preparing many boys for Harvard College. 
He was a bachelor and died intestate, and his nephews John 
Andrews of Salem and Daniel Hovey were appointed adminis
trators. In spite of unpaid tuition fees, he had accumulated 
£551. Three men, including our friend John Choate, testified 
that Mr. Andrews had intended to "give it all to his cousens, 
John Andrews and his cousen Sarah Andrews for they stood in 
need enough of it, for he said their father had bin a deare 
friend to him and he would be so to them, for, said Mr. An
drews, they have no friends left." This bespeaks a gentle and 
forgiving nature. Daniel Hovey, Sr., presented an unctuous 
claim for his five sons. What division was made we do not know. 

*Records and Files, etc., VI: 410; VIII: 191-2. 
t H.econ\:,:; nnd Filt•s. E'te., II: 1n. 
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SHATSWELL 

1. WrLLIAM SHATSWELL was one of a family group which 
came to Ipswich with the earliest settlers, certainly by the year 
1633. It included, in addition to William, two brothers John 
and Theophilus Shatswell, their sister Mary Webster, and prob
ably two other sisters, the wives of William Sargent and Mat
thias Curwen. At present it is uncertain what relationship Wil
liam Shatswell bore to the others. Possibly he was their father, 
but, if not, the probability is that he was an elder brother. In 
addition, there were other early emigrants who undoubtedly be
longed to this group including Mr .• John Dillingham of Ipswich, 
Mr. Edward Dillingham of Saugus and Plymouth and Edward 
Clark of Haverhill. 

\Villiam Shatswell was living as late a~ 1(54!3, but must have 
died soon thereafter if he did not return to England. The only 
record of his life in Ipswich is contained in the records of the 
estate of Sarah Dillingham, the widow of Mr. John Dillingham, 
who made her will July 14, 1636. John and Sarah Dillingham 
left large cstates~his was valued at nearly £1000-and their 
only heir was a minor daughter Sarah whose "education and 
government" were entrusted to Mr. Samuel Appleton and Mr. 
Richard Saltonstall. Late in 1645 Mr. Saltonstall, aboiJt to 
sail for England, gave an accounting of his trust, and it is 
therein that \Villiam Shatswell is named. Saltonstall stated that 
he had paid Mr. Shatswell, for the board of young Sarah Dil-

. lingham for a period of eight years, £69: 18: 2 at the rate of 
34d. a week, which sum had been arrived at bv arbitration, 
and he adds "\Vm. Satchwell hath recd 1 ls 6d ;norc than his 
due for which he is accountable."* The account also shows that 
some payments to Shatswell had been made in beaver skins, a 
common currency of the period, and that "shifts and shewcs" 
had been given him on Sarah's account. In a letter dated De
cember 12, 164/5, Mr. Saltonstall says that although he bclie,·ed 
that Goodman Shatswell should refund l ls. Gd. to Sarah Dil
lingham because of the over-payment, nevertheless as Shatswell 
maintained the contrary and as he (Saltonstall) did not wish 
to differ with his neighbor over the matter, he would "buv his 
peace" by taking the debt upon himself. · 

* Probate Records of Essex County, I: 7. 
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Edward Dillingham of Plymouth died before June 1, 1667, 
when his will was proved. He was anxious that a proper return 
be made to certain people in England who had sent horses 
and cattle to him in New England as an investment and he 
lists their names and parishes. Most of them lived in Bitteswell, 
Leirc, Luttersworth, Shawell and Cottesbach, co. Leicester, and 
it would seem most probable that Edward Dillingham lived in 
that neighborhood before his emigration. One of the Bitteswell 
investors was Thomas Shatswell and one of those in Lcirc was 
Edward Clark. The name Shatswell is very uncommon in Eng
land and, except for a few instances in co. Somerset, it is almost 
exclusively found in a few neighboring parishes in co. North
ampton, including Kilsby and Ashby St. Legers. A few miles to 
the north, also in co. Northampton, is Sibbcrtoft which is known 
to have been the home of the Curwin emigrants to New Eng
land. All of these parishes arc within an eight mile radius of 
the point where the counties of Leicester, Northampton and 
Warwick come together, and also included in this circle is Hill
morton, co. Warwick, the home of the Perkins family of Ipswich. 
It is evident that it was a focus for Puritan emigration.* 

The exact relationship of these people to each other can only 
be determined, with good luck, by investigation in England. As 
will be shown later, however, ,John Shatswell called Theophilus 
Shatswell his brother, a Curwen (probably Matthias, who had 
been in Ipswich, and not Hon. George Curwen of Salem) his 
brother, Mary \Vehster his sister, and left a contingent te
maindcr of his property to the children of "my brother and 
sisters" here in New England. Theophilus Shatswell called 
,villiam Sargent his brother and Sargent's son-in-law, Philip 
Watson-Challis, his kinsman. Edward Clark, who was very close 
to the Shatswell family, was called uncle by Theophilus Shats
wcll's son-in-law. 

2. ,JoHN SHATSWELL, inasmuch as his son was contemplat
ing marriage in 1646, was probably born about 1600. From 
the wording of his will it is apparent that he was twice married, 
his first wife of unknown name being the mother of his son 

* Since this article was written a Genealogy of the Dillingham Farn,ily in New 
England has been publish<'<l by Winthrop Alexander. John Dillingham of Ipswich ancl 
Edward Dillingham of Plymouth were brothers, sons of Rev. Henry Dillingham, the 
rector of Collesbach, co. Leicester, who also owned a freehold estate in the neigh
boring parish of' llitteswell. An ex;uninat.ion of tlw pari:-:h rezistC'rs of Cotte_.;;bach and 
Bitteswell. both beginning in 1558, should he very protilahle but is impossihlc to 
arrange at present. 
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Richard and his second wife, ,Johan ---, surviving as his 
widow. 

Shatswell was a very early settler in Ipswich, for on Sep
tember 3, 1633, he was fined by the General Court for being 
"distempered in drink." He seems to have led a model life there
after. His house-lot in Ipswich, on which he had built by 1635, 
was six acres lying between the lots of Mr. Wade and Mr. 
Firman. The town also granted him a planting lot on Town 
hill which he sold to John Baker before 1638, and a portion of 
land sixty rods broad next to Henry Short on the path leading 
to the Merrimac river. He had a servant named Andrew Alling. 
In 1646 Dr. ,John Clarke had trouble collecting from Shatswell 
for medical services, and we learn that he had charged £3: 2: 0 
for curing Shatswcll's son, £3 for the servant's cure and 8s. for 
"physic" or drugs. 

John Satchwell made his will February 2, 1646/7, and it was 
probated March 30, 1647. He left to his son Richard all his 
houses and lands with their appurtenances, except a twenty-five 
acre lot on the sea and sixteen acres of pasture beyond Muddy 
river, which were to go to his wife Johan and "her Issue if she 
have any" and, in default of such issue, to return to Riclrnrd. 
His wife was to have the use of the homestead for life, or until 
she could conveniently provide otherwise for herself, and par
ticularly "if Richard shall not marry with Rebecca Tuttle which 
is now intended." If his wife Johan and son Richard should 
both die without issue such land as remained was to be divided 
between "my brother & sisters' children that are here in New 
England." To brother Theophilus Satchwell, his best cloth suit 
and coat. To brother Curwin, his stuff suit. To sister W cbstcr, 
about seven yards of stuff to make a suit and a young heifer 
thought to be with calf. Executrix: his wife. Witnesses: Jona
than Wade, James Howe. The inventory, totalling about £480, 
lists silver spoons, four bibles and severa1 other books, much 
land, a good stock of domestic animals and "a swarme of bees."'* 

Joannah Shatswell, widow, died in Ipswich April 17, 1673. 

Child, by a first wife: 
i. RICHARD, b. in England about 1625; m. Rebecca Tuttle; d. in 

Ipswich July 13, 1694. In 1653 he rented the Ipswich house of 
his wife's aunt, widow Joanna Tuttle, for a two year term, 
subletting to Robert Smith. The rent was to be £24 in corn 
each year and Simon Tuttle, as attorney for his mother, was 
obliged to sue for it, Shatswell in turn suing Smith. ln lll!,6 he 

* Probate Records of Essex County, I: 60. 
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had several difficulties with his neighbor Richard Kimball. Kim
ball struck the Shatswell's maid and sued Richard and Rebecca 
for slander. We hear his own words when WiJ!iam Dellow, his 
servant, was in court for beating his master's ox so that the poor 
animal died-"Now, William, you may see fruits of cruelty.'' 
He had other servants, Hobert Punnill and Mary Parker. He 
was guilty of contempt of court in Hi59 and acknowledged his 
error. In 1657 the town had given him authority to set up a mill 
for breaking hemp, and in 1676 he had a fulling mill on Egypt 
river above the road to Rowley. A neighborhood case, with much 
testimony, resulted when Mark Quilter ejected Rebecca Shats
well from his }10use where she was visiting Quilter's wife, in 
1664. He was a member of the trial jury in 1671 and the grand 
jury in 1673. 

Richard Satchwell made his will June 28 and it was proved 
August 6, 1694. He left to his son John the land "he now en
joys." To his daughter ,Joanna, £8. To his daughter Sarah, on 
condition she quits the acreage her late husband improved, £60, 
otherwise £50. The daughters were to receive their portions 
within seven years of his decease. Remainder, both real and 
personal, to his son Richard, who is named executor. Witnesses: 
Thomas Lull, Senr., .John Whipple, ,funr., ,John Stamford.* 

Children, order uncertain: 
l. frlary; d. in Ipswich Sept. 1657. 
2. Richard; d. in Ipswich Jan. 28, 1662. 
3. Sarah, b. Aug. 19, IG5S; m. in lp,wich .rune 9, ltiHL 

Roger Ringe. 
4. John; m. (1) in Ipswich June 20, 1684, Sarah Young

love; m. (2) before 1699/1700 Lydia---. 
5. Johanna, b. Feb. 21, 1664; d. (Hannah) "an ancient 

maid" Aug. 18, 1720. 
6. Richard; m. in Newbury Dec. 17, 1696, Eleanor Cheney 

of Newbury who m., secondly, Thomas Safford of 
Newbury Oct. 7, 1698. 

3. THEOPHILUS SHATSWELL was born about 1614. His name 
first appears upon the Ipswich records in 1639, and in 1642 
he was one of the young soldiers sent by the town to disarm the 
Indian chief Passaconoway. With Edward Chapman and Thom
as Perkins he sued Roger Cheston in the court of March, 1646. 
In 1648 he was a subscriber to Major General Denison's salary. 

By 1650 he had moved to Haverhill where he took the Oath 
of Fidelity and served on a Norfolk county trial jury, as he 
did in 1652 (dismissed) and 1653. He was possibly not a man 
of average good health, for in 1653, when he would ha ye been 
only thirty-nine years old, the town of Haverhill gaYe him 
"liberty to train or not according as he is able, provided he 
pay 12d. a day to the Haverhill company." In 1653 he also 
sold his dwelling-house in Ipswich, near the north end of the 
town, to William Marchent who had been his tenant. 

* Essex Probate, 803: 238. 
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He was not often in the courts. In 1653 he was sued by Job 
Clement for mowing and carrying away Clement's hay in the 
Hawkes meadow and in 1654 he sued Tristram Coffin for not 
insuring him three acres of accommodation according to prom
ise. He lost both cases. He was appointed Edward Clark's at
torney in 1659. In 1659, aged forty-five, he testified that he had 
made an agreement for the sale of a house between merchant 
Joseph Jewett of Rowley and his kinsman Richard Shatswell. 
A partner in a Haverhill saw-mill as early as 1651, he and 
Daniel I,add erected a mill at Spiggot river in 1659. He was 
a signatory to the petition in favor of the liberal Robert Pike. 

Shatswell's wife Susanna is said to have been born Susanna 
Bosworth, but there seems to be no contemporary evidence fo1· 
this statement, which was possibly deduced from the fact that 
Hanicl Bosworth lived with them and was an administrator of 
Susanna's estate. Theophilus Shatswell died in Haverhill Au
gust 17, 1663. 

His will, dated ,June 20, 1663, was proved October 13, Hi6:J. 
He left to his eldest daughter Mary, for life, various parcels 
of land totalling three hundred and fifteen acres, a young gray 
horse and the use of a pair of bullocks for two years. To his 
daughter Lydia, for life, the farm beyond Spickett river, the 
mare called her mother's mare and other things already re
ceived. To Hanill Bosworth, his portion of Hawkes meadow and 
the third division of upland belonging to Savage's land and 
£10 "if he stay with me or mine untill he be one and twenty 
years of age." Executors: wife Susanna and daughter Han
nah, "all my other Lands, houseing, catle & all other herri<lide
ments." "My lands after the decease of my daughters Shall goc 
to there children." Overseers: Brother Wily am Sargent, Kins
man Lefttenent Philip Challis. Witnesses: ,Jonathan Singletary, 
Edward Clarke. Inventory taken September 3, 16GB, by John 
Emery, sr., and John Eaton, sr., lists a great quantity of land 
and a well-stocked farm and totals £759. * 

Susanna Shatswell died before she had completed administra
tion, and Haniel llosworth and ,John Griffin were granted ad
ministration of her estate October 8, 1672. It was valued at 
£20B.t Griffin as administrator sued William Carr for debt in 
1676, but was nonsuited. 

* Essex Probate, No. 25, 121. 
t E~sex Probate. No. 25. 120. 
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Children: 
i. MARY; m. (1) in Haverhill June 30, 1662, William Dell, whose name 

is variously spelled-Deale, Delio, Dellow and Dilloway-and 
who was an unpleasant character who had been a servant of her 
cousin Richard Shatswell in Ipswich. John Griffin deposed that 
he had heard Theophilus Shatswell say that he would never let 
his daughter Mary have any estate so that her husband William 
Delle could pay his debts with it. This deposition must be out 
of place in the Essex County Court Files as it is with the case 
Shatswell v. Dellow, March 1659, three years before the mar
riage of Dell and Mary Shatswell. Dell was always in diffi
culties and once, at least, spent an uncomfortable hour in the 
pillory. William Deale of Haverhill made his will Feb. 14, 1664, 
leaving his estate to his wife Mary and their two children and 
naming his wife executrix, but she refused to have anything to 
do with the will and administration was granted to Edward 
Clarke Oct. 10, 1665. Dell died April 15, 166.5. She m. (2) Nicho
las Smith of Exeter and (3) Jan. 10, 1675, Charles Runlett 
of Exeter. 

Children, born in Haverhill: 
1. Abial Deale, b. July 28, 1662. 
2. Theophil1tB Deale, b. March 1, 1663/4; cl. July 20, 1665. 

ii. LYDIA; m. in Haverhill Sept. 17, 1663, ,John Griffin. (See Griffin.) 
iii. HANNAH, b. in Haverhill July 6 or Aug. 5, 1651; m. Richard 

Mercer of Haverhill March 18, 1668/9; d. in childbirth Dec. 27, 
1670, her husband dying March 29, 1671, leaving their baby son, 
Ahia! Mercer. Edward Clark was appointed administrator of 
the Mercer estate and entered an inventory Oct. 10, 1671. In 
May, 1671, Clarke drew up a petition to the Supreme Judicial 
Court, stating that Theophilus Shatswell had left his daughter 
Hannah practically nothing and that, as he had named her joint 
executrix with her mother, it had been supposed that she would 
have the homestead and other lands after her mother's death, 
hut that the other heir~ opposed this, stating that the lands 
were entailed on their children. He sets forth the plight of thP 
baby Ahia], whose parents had died leaving him penniless. He 
asks for advice and direction. In 1683, Haniel Bosworth, who 
had been appointed Ahial's guardian, asked that the estate be 
settled on Abial and that Israel Ela be appointed guardian and 
administrator in his ,tead. Havin!!,' grown to manhood Abial 
himself was appointPd administrator of the Shatswell estate in 
1704, his two aunts having renounced their rights, and it is pleas
ant to learn that there remained, apparently for his undis
puted possession, his grandparents' home and other property 
worth £190.* 

Child: 
I. A l>ial :Jf errPr. h. Dec. 27, 1670; m. in Haverhill ,Tan. 3, 

1694/5, Abigail Marsh. 

* Probate Records of Essex County, I: 1.2,!-R. 
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