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In 1892. a small pamphlet was published giving one or two lines of 

descent from Constant Southworth. The pamphlet naturally possessed 

more interest for the South worths of l\tiassachuetts than for other branches • • 
of the family. 

Ther~ was one particular however which gave the publication a gen

eral interest, rnunely, the exact facts were given respecting the South

worths who founded the American family. It is strange that errors should 

have arisen as to the christian-uame of the Southworth who married Alice 

Carpenter at Leyden, l\!Iay 28th, 1613, when there exist so many refer

ences to that Edward Southworth in the memorials of the Pilgrim-epoch. 

This doubt will I trust be laid at rest forever by the foregoing copy of the . 
record of Edward's marriage, procured by Mr. H. W. Southworth dur-,. 
ing his last visit to Europe. 

The earlier p::imphlet h\l~ been in great request, and letters have 

come from ;-emote quarters asking for a copy : It can Le stated that this 

new and enLu-ge<l edition will be sent to all Southworths~ or their con

nections, who may take an interest in our family history. At some future 

time there may arise some person who will prepare a fuli genealogical 

recorJ ot the various branche~ of the family, together with the family of 

Southanl,which in many cases is a modification of the name Southworth. 

To th.1t future genealogist this brief recorJ may be of use, as delineating 

the chief original lines of the subject. 

In the Summer of 1856, the anniversary of the founding of Bridge

w.1ter, 1Iass. was celebrated in that town, and as boys H. \\'. Southworth 

and· myself were taken by our parents to the ceremonies. Extensive 

preparations haJ been made and many Southworths were present from 

Yarious places. In the procession was a wagon filled with persons cos-



tumcd to represent the founders of the town, and among them was one 

who took the part of a Southworth of the olden time. Chief Justice 

Lemuel Shaw was a prominent figure at the dinner, himself descended 

from one of the original proprietors of Bridgewater. The Sha ,,·s and 

South worths inter married, and many n~sidents of Boston will remember 

South worth Shaw, son of au other South worth Shaw, a typical !Jusi ness 

man of Boston, dignified and hospitable. 

Thirty or forty years ago there was more talk at family gatherings

respecting family history th:tn there is in this generatior1 • Finally it 

seemed desirable to take itotes of what was said, and to ask elderlf peo

ple to give their descent in writing, so far as they could recall it : The 

records are brief as they ap1Jear here ; but several important links in the 

chain would otherwise have been lost. The second half of the last cen

tury, the 18th, is very difficult for all genealogical in vest1gation, owing 

to the destruction of so many public and private records during those 

troublous ti mes. 

I• is my intention to let the authorities tell their own story j but at 

the outset it will be pardoned that some of the statements hare a personal 

character, drawn as they are from private interviews and ac.qtiaintance 

with individuals. 

The History of Duxbury quotes the pedigree of the Southworths in 

England as obtained there by Nathaniel South worth. It was my good 

fortune to be taken by my father to the studio of lvlr. Nathaniel South

worth in Boston about 1850: lvir. Southworth was a painter of portraits 

upon ivory. Artists' studios were not numerous i11 that day, and my im

pression is vivid of the hangings and curios with wh1ch the apartment 

was adorned. l\Ir. Southworth attained a high reputation in Boston, 

New York and Philadelphia. \Ve were permitted to view some of his 

exquisite work. The artist was a man uf handsome presence and digni

fied manners. He spoke with enthusiasm of some experiments which 

he had made in an effort to take pictures in colors by the daguerreotype

process j in this he achieved partial success. (See Drake's Dictionary of 

American Biography.) 



·This pedigree from England, which the artist Nathaniel Southworth 

obtained, differs in minor particulars from others m the possession of 

American Southworths, and several efforts haYe been made to find t.he 

original from which all of them were derived ; for the variations appear

ed due to hasty copying. At last the kindnt!ss of my cousin l\1r. H. \V. 

Southworth of New York placed in my hands a magnificent volume en

titled "A History of the Ancient Hall of Samlesbury in Lancashire, by 

James Crosto!1, London, printed by ,vhittingham & Wilkins at the Chis

wick press, 1871; 200 copies private1y printed for Presents only." This 

large quarto of some three hundred pages is s~1perbly bound and illus

trated; single copies have commanded ten pounds sterling. The South

worths occupied Samlesbury Hall for three hundred years; ·in this work 

pictures are given of the Hall, still standing, and of the old Southworth 

Hall long ago destroyed. The arms and pedigree of the English South

worths are faithfu1ly given, together with much history of the family. At 

the close of this pamphlet the record will be found. 

In the Congregational Quarterly of Jan. 187 I, a review published in 

Boston, is an article on page 2, hy the Rev. H. M. Grout, which contains 

the following words: "Edward Southworth appears in the record of mar

riages in the Leyden Records, Trowbock A, which reads as follows : 

'28th l\Iay, 1613. Edward Southworth, .young man, silk-worker,* from 

England, accompanied by Thomas Southworth his brother and Samuel 

Fuller~ his brother-in-law. and R0ger ,villson his witnesses; with Els 

[Alice] Carpenter, young woman tram England, accompanied by Anna 

Ros and Elizabeth Gennings her witnesses' [T'hen in a foot-note] ·This 

Alice Carpenter was one of the five daughters of Alexander Carpenter, 

one of the Leyden Company. He, Edward, seems to have been a person 

of mark; see Bradford's History of Plymouth Plantation, but he prob

ably returned to England, where he died in 1620. It was his widow, 

. ..\lice, who came to this country and married \Villiam Bradford, the sec

ond Governor of Plymouth Colony. It is ~aid that he had been attach

ed to her before he came to America, that in the interval she had mar

ried and become a widow, and that after the death of her husband he re

newed his proposals by Jetter and was accepted. She arrived at Ply-

,:,According to Bancroft, Brewster became a printer and Bradford a dyer of silk. 
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mouth in the ship Ann about the first of August, 1623, and was married 

to 1''Ir. Bradford the 14th. of that month." 

·' The virtues of that godly matron ' .Mistris Alice' were celebrated 
• 

in some glowing verses attributed to the pen of Nathaniel l\lorton, com

piler of ~ ew England's l\!emorial : 

Heer lyes the shaddow of a blessed mother 

In Israel, well knowne to one and otheL 

Of good decent, ot holy predecessors ; 

Her father equall was to the cont essors 

And holy martires, suffered for Christ's sake, 

Altha hee suffered not at fiery stake. 

And shee with hi1n and other in her youth 

Left there owne native country for the truth, 

And in successe of time shec marryed was 

To one whose grace and vertue did surpasse, 

I mean !!Ood Edward Southworth, who not long 

Continued in this world the Saints amonge. 

\Vith him she lived seven years a wife 

Till death did put a period to h1s life. 

See Hrad ford':, History, page ~i6o. ,: 

Savage's ( ;ene.alogical Dictionnry therefore is hopelessly wrong at 

the very beginning of the allusions to the family of South worth, ~1s fol

low,-;,- "Southworth: Constant. Plymcuth, Hn of Constant or 

Thomas; '' both are erroneous. Further on the statement occurs,

'· The name is not seen at Little Compton;.. Surely the person ,vho 

furnished the material for the Cenealogical Dictionary did not visit the 

graveyard of Little Compton, where stand several stones bearing the 

name Southworth, notably one commemorating another Constant South

worth. Still further on the Dictionary does studied injustice to Nathan

iel S0uthworth of Boston, who endeavored 10 identify the English tam

ilv fro1n which the American Southworths were descended: The results 
J 



of his enquiry he caused to be entered on the records of Duxbury, and 

:\Ir. Justin \\'insor incorporated the account in his history of tlut town. 

The purpose of the present pamphlet is to enumerate the descend

ants of Constant Southworth of Plymouth; but some information touch

ing the English Southworths will be added, with the a·,surance that such 

research is both legitimate and honorable. Goodwin in his Pilgrim Re

public writes: "Alice Southworth was daughter of Alexander Carpen

ter originally of \Vrington near Hath; she married Edward Southworth 

at Leyden l\iiay 28th, 1613." 

Good win continues : '~ The first mention of Alexander Carpenter 

being at Leyden was in 1612, when his daughter Julia Ann was mar

ried to George l\1orton from Yorkshire. Agnes became the second wife 

of Deacon Fuller. Alice Carpenter Southworth arrived at Plymouth 

with the party that came in 1623. She was 33 years old and died in 

1670." 

Again after speaking of the journey by canal to Leyden he says ot 

the pilgrims : '' Son1e were known as merchants, "-then in a footnote 

Edward Southworth is mentioned among these. 

The Pilg. Re pub. refers to the home of the Carpenters as "\Vring

ton, sixteen miles south west .of Bath, Somersets hire." 

In Appledon's Cyclopedia of American History we find : '' Constant 

Southworth, born in Leyden 16 r 4. H_is father Ed ward, merchant and 

business-agent for the l ,ey<len P~lgrims: <lied in T 62 T. 

See Pilg. Repub., l). 56 for these w_ords,-'' \Vhile at Dartmouth he 

[Robert Cushman] had written to his friend Edward Southworth of Lon

don, indulging in di~mal forebodings." 

Our Edward Southworth l1as been confounded with the cousrn of his 

grandfather, another Edward Southworth who was a merchant of the 

city o( London and m. Jane Lloyd. This Edward Southworth had an 

on I y brother John but no broth er Thomas; he had two sons, Thom:is 

and Henry; the latter rebuilt the chapel of \Vick, Somersetshire in 1624, 

and died the succeeding year. These facts may account for our Edward 

Southworth's acquaintance with Somer~etshire and his marrying a woman 

of that county, Alice Carpenter of ,vringtop. 
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lt is worthy of notice that Constant Southworth was born in Leyden, 

111 1614, the year after his father Edward married Alice Carpenter. After 

the adventurers left Leyden, Constant lived in England until he was nine 

years ol<l, when in 1623, the widow Alice Southworth left him and his 

brother Thomas in the mother country and sailed for Plymouth to Lecome 

the wife of Gov. \\Tilliam Bradford. The Pilgrims had gone to Amster

dam in 1608, removed to Leyden in 1 609, and part of the company left 

that city in 1620 for Southampton on their way to America, whither a 

st ill smaller company finally sailed. 

Nathaniel 1\-Iorton in l11s version of Gov. Bradford's History of Ply

mouth Colony, Chap. III, makes this reference to the cccupations adopt

ed by the Pilgrims at Leyden,-'' But being now here pitched, they fell 

to such trades and employments as they best could, valuing peace and 

their spiritual comfort above any other riches whatsoever." 

1\1:istress Ahce Southworth had been married to Gov. Bradford five 

years when she sent for her sons Constant and Thomas; they reached Ply-

1nouth in 1628. By this time the Colony was well established, and we 

have accounts of the Governor's house as a building of n1ore than ordi

nary extent and convenience. 

De Rassieres visited the Plymouth plantation 111 162 7, and on his 

return to Holland wrote an account of his visit, viz-New Plymouth lies 

on the slope of a hill, with a broad street about a cannon-shot of eight 

hundred feet long leading down the hill, with a crossing in the middle. 

The houses are constructed of hewn planks, with gardens also enclosed 

behind and at the sides with hewn planks, so that their houses and court

yards are arranged in very good order, with a stockade against a sudden at

tack; and at the ends of the streets there are three wooden gates. In 

the centre, on the cross street, stands the Governor's house, before which 

is a square enclosure upon which four small cannon are mounted so as to 

flank along the streets. See the Pilgrim Fathers, Ly John Brown, D. D. 

Revel.I Co., Chicago, 1896. 

This was the home of the Southworth brothers, Constant being ac

cording to Davis, in his Ancient Landmarks of Plymouth, fourteen years 

old when he came to America. His brother Thomas was with him there; 



but we are especially intere~ted in Constant, because Thomas left no son. 

Some years were to elapse before either could play a part in public affairs; 

but life had already been full of vicissitude for them, and they were 

launched into a community of enterprise and earnestne!s. 

\Ve have the authority of the Rev. Joseph Hunter in his "Founders 

of New Plymouth," that: "Two sons of hers [ Alice], Constant South

worth and Thomas Southworth, also came out, who were brought up by 

Governor Bradford, and became important persons in the Colony." This 

interest on the part of the Governor was natural, because not only were 

these youths his wife's children by Edward Southworth, but also his own 

family was connected with the South worths; for we read in Hunter that 

his cousin Robert Bradford married Elizabeth Southworth, in these words: 

'".In 1615, he [Robert Bradford] married a second time,-Elizabeth 

Southworth. The marriage was solemnized by license of the Archbishop 
\italics are Hunter's) a rare event in those days at Austerfield." The 

Southworths had been for centuries a staunch Cathohc family, and on 

June 28th, 1654, John Southworth an aged priest was dragged_ to Ty burn 

on a sledge and there executed, being in the words of Croston '' the last 

Roman Catholic priest who suffered death in England for religion." 

A usterfield was a village of Yorkshire to the northeast of Scrooby 

(in the extreme north of Nottinghamshire) aear the borders of Lincoln

shire, and Scrooby was a little to the south of the market-town of Bawtry. 

Scrooby, where was the church of the Pilgrims, was in the "hundred" 

of Basset-Lawe, on the "great northern road" from London to Berwick

on-Tweed and lay between Tuxford an~ Doncaster. Blackstone declares 

a ''hundred" to be composed of ten '' tithings," as a tithing was made 

up of ten families of freehulders. Samlesbury-manor was some seventy 

miles to the northwest of Scrooby-manor. Hunter speaks of the Pilgrim . 
Church as '' Puritan Separatists," and again as '' Brownists or Separatists;" 

while again he says '' The Separatist was a Puritan; but the Puritan was 

not necessarily a Separatist," and yet again, the dissidents became forward 

in a Separatist or Congregational or Independent Church." \Villiam 

Brewster was chosen '' elder" of the Scrooby church, whose members 

met at his house on the Lord's day. 
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Bradford was not more than eighteen years of ~1ge when he joined 

the Scrooby church, but increased in wisdom, learning, courage and 

character till for thirty years he was the foremost person in the Plymouth 

Colony and united the qualities of a statesman and soldier with those of 

an executive. I-Iis "History of the Plimouth Plantation," long lost, has· 

been discovered in the library of Fulham P~1!ace and is now published 

in fac-simile Ly Houghton, l\lifflin & Co. with an Introduction Ly John 

.-\. Doy le, Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. In '· The History of the 

Town of Plymouth, Ly James Thacher [Boston, ~larsh, Capen & Lyon, 

1835]'' it is recorded, page 107, that "'On the 14th of August 1624~ 

(;ov. Bradtord was married to l\Irs. Alice Southworth, a lady of extraor

dinary capacity and worth, . . . This lady was well educated and brought 

considerable property into the· country, . . . She died in 1670, aged So 

years, and was honorably interred l\larch 29th, at New Plymouth. It is 

said in the old colony records · She was a godly matron, and much loved 

while she lived, and lamented though aged when she died.' lYirs. Brad

ford was highly eulogized by Elder Faunce for her exertions in promot

ing the literary imµrovement and depJrtment of the rising generation, 

according to accounts hei1ad received from some of her contemporaries.'' 

The influence of Gov. Bradford upon Constant and Thomas South

worth was the chief factor in. makmg·them the efficient and resolute men 

they afterwards proved to be. Constant Southworth as a youth accom-

panied John .\lJen in an exued1tion across the Cape tu wh.lL is nuw known 

as Buzzard's Bay and is alluded to as .. his young friend_:• Nahum :\Ittch

ell in his History of the Early Settlement of Bridgewater write~,-• ·Con

stant settled in Duxbury and was one uf the original proprietors of 

Bridgewater, and died 1678, lea\·ing three ~on:-, Ed\Yard, ~athaniel and 

\Yilliarn. and three marrie? daughters, 1Iercy wife of Samuel Freern;rn. 

Alice wife of the famous Capt. Benjamin Church, <listingui:-;ed in Philip\, 

wac and ~Luy wiie of I )avid .-\lden; and two unmarried dauglners 

Eliza beth and Priscilla. Elizabeth a fterwar'ds married \ \" i l lia m l◄\ihes. :, 

The Pilgrim RepuLlic p. 5 98, has these words: '·Constant Snuth \\'Orth 

in his will (1679) gave his daughter Elizabeth 'my ne:-,.,t best Led and 

furniture, with my wife's best bed, pro\·ided she does not marry \\"illiam 
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'foues; but if she do, then to have five shillings.' [ He left three hun

·drew and sixty pounds a large sum in those days.] The beds and ad

juncts were then worth thirty times five shillings, for a fine bed was 

thought a goodly bequest; but it was the old story: Elizabeth chose to 

have five shillings with \Villiam rather than two beds without him." 

l\ilitchell speaks of Loth Constant and Thomas as follow~,-'' Both 

becan1e distinguished men in the Colony." 11r. J. ,v. D. Hall, for 

many years Secretary of the Taunton Historical Society, in his publica

tion en ti tied "'Sou th worth Pedigree " sa ys,-Constant was educated by 

the Governor, and became a prominent and influential man in the affairs 

-0f the Colony.~ Assistant Governor, Treasurer of the Colony, and repre: 

'.Sented Duxbury 13 years as Deputy to the Plymouth Colony Court after 

his settlement in that town ;in 1637. H·e was also on the committee for 

uniting Plymouth Colony and :Massachusetts Bay, called the Common

wealth of .Massad1usetts to the present day." 

In a. '' Supplement to New England's Memorial by Another Hand'; 

£Josiah Cotton] we find this paragraph,-'' And note, that Constant 

Southworth, James Brown and James Cudworth, first chosen, between 

the year 1670 and 167 5, assistants in governn1ent, are the only assistants, 

·whose names are not mentioned in this book,and therefore here inserted." 

In r6-t3, there were twenty four thousand souls in the four Colonies 

of ~'lassachusetts, Ne,v Plymouth,Connecticut and New Haven. In 1637., 

after the Pe'luot war: it had her.ome apparent that a confederation \Y,h 

needed to promote ·' mutual safety and welfare;" an informal conference 

was held in Boston to discuss the subject; but the Articles of Confedera

tion were not signed till l\Iay 19th, r 6--t-J • 

The Genealogical Dictionary says that Constant Southworth ··mar 

ried, i\ov. 163 7, Elizabeth. daughter of \\'illiam CollieL resided in Dux

bury, was repn:~sentat1\·e in 16--t-7, and twenty t,Yo ye~lrs following~ and on 

the death of his brother. Captain Thomas Southworth, was chosen an 

~--\ssistant till his O\Vn death l\larch 11th, 1679,and once was Commissioner 

for the United Col1,nies. )' 

Thacher's History of Plymouth says of Constant: "Constant South

worth wa~ admitted a freeman in 163 7, and in the same year married a 



daughter of ivir. Collier. His name is on the list of volunteers to go 

against the Pequots in 1637. He was elected Deputy for Duxbury in 

1649, and in several other years; was Colony T'reasurer from r 6 59 to 

1678 and often one of the assistants. In the early part of Philip's war 

he was Commissary General and accotnpanied the arnly. 

These public services have been accepted as ample evidence for ad

mitting his descendants to those Societies which commemorate the actors 

in our colonial history. 

l\tlitchell p}ac~s the death of Constant in year 1678, as we have seen~ 

while Hall says 1679. There is in 1ny possession a chair which has come 

down in another line of the family from Constant Southworth; it was ob

tained in the following manner : In 1 884, there appeared in the Boston 

Transcript a succession of letters discussing the date when mahogany 

was first used in England; for a chair had been discovered in the pos

session of Mrs Elizabeth Faunce of South Duxbury, daughter of Capt. 

John Southworth. which was alleged to have descended in her family from 

the first Constant Southworth. A letter was sent by me to the gentleman 

who had conducted one side of the correspondence, calling :lttention to 

an authority showing that Sir9\Valter Raleigh had employed mahogany in 

refitting his ships in 1597, and enquiring whether the chair could be 

bought. After an exchange of letters the negotiation was completed, 

and the chair arrived accompanied by a certificate duly executed by :Mrs· 

Faunce to the effect that it had descended to her from the following pro

genitors,-J ohn Southworth, her father, Edward, \Villiam, Constant, Ed

ward, Coi1stant of Duxbury and Plymouth. It is a handsome chair of 

Spanish mahogany with the front legs very ~play-footed, and exceedingly 

heavy. Constant Southworth was certainly a man of good taste and was 

possessed of furniture of considerable elegance. 

The American Additions to one edition ot Chambers Encyclopedia 

state that Constant Southworth was the first Governor of the Kennebec 

plantation. From the fact that :Morton's New England's lvlemorial does 

not refer to him be· ore 1670, while n1aking frequent references to his 

brother Thomas, it is evident that till the death of the latter in 1669, 

Constant was not immediately active in the affairs of Plymouth, but was 
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busied at Duxbury or elsewhere. At the request of my brother Prof. 

::\lase S. South worth some investigations have been made in :tvlame, by 

the courtesy of Prof. Arthur Roberts, of Colby University, tending to

wards the c.;onclusion that it was Thomas and not Constant who figured 

in that region. Good win says that Thomas Southworth was born in Ley

den in 1616. 

Thacher'~ History of Plymouth, pages 126-7. reters to Thomas South

worth in these words, "On the 8th. day of December 1669, died Capt. 

Thomas South worth, one of the assistants, at ~he age of 53. He attract

ed the attention and respect of the people very ealily and was selected to 

succeed Mr. Brewster in his office of ruling elder; but Gov. Bradford . 
deeming him to be well adapted to civil office the design was abandoned. 

He was elected an assistant in 1652, and continued in the government 

until his death. He was one of the Cnmmissioners of the United Colo

nies in 1659, and three years after; again in 1664 he was Governor ot 

the Colon;es territory on the Kenebee river in Maine. He married 

Elizabeth Reyner, daughter of the Rev. John Reyner~ the minister ot 

Plymouth. Capt. South worth's death is thus noticed in the records : On 

the eighth day of November, Anno Dom. 1669, the honored Captain 

Thomas Southworth changed this life for ! better, being then about the 

age of fitty-three years; who was a magistrate of this jurisdiction, and 

otherwise a good benefactor to both church and commonwealth.'' 

New England's l\Iemorial gives Thomas Southworth as Assistant 

Governor in 1652-3, again from 1657 to 1667, Loth inclusive: The ivle

morial uses the expression-" Assistants in Government," of whom there 

were seven elected during each of these thirteen years. 

Thomas, generally referred to as Captain Thomas Southworth, is re

peatedly mentioned as Assistant to the Governor in New England's 

I'\Iemorial, and in the Supplement to that work occur these wqrds, 

-'' This year, 1669, was rendered sorrowful and remarkable, by the 

death of Capt. Thomas South worth, who, full of faith and comfort, ex

pired at Plimouth, December the 8th, being about fifty-three years old, 

after he had served God in his generation, faithfully, both in a public, 

and private station." The Genealogical Dictionary says,-'' He and his 



brother Constant were among the purcha~ers of Dartmouth~' and · • H c· 

married September·1641, Elizabeth,daughter of Rev. John Reyner, had 

daughter Elizabeth who married I )ee. 7th, 1664, Lieut. Joseph son of 

John Howland of the lVIayflower's glorious company .11 :Mrs. Jane G. 

:\ustin, the entertarning American novelist was descended from Elizabeth 

Southworth Howland, and all Southworths should be interested to read 

her stories. Among these '"Standish of Standish" and H:\ Nameless. 

Nobleman" contain romantic allusions to the South worths. In Harper's 

Magazine for June 1869, will be found an article from ~I rs. Austin's pen 

entitled " \Villiam Bradford's Love Life," which i:-; founded upon a tra

dition current in our family. ln this connection it may l,)e re1narked that 

,vhen there is a conflict of authorities, trad'ition or an account handed 

down by oral communication may come to possess a decisive value. The· 

tradition that the American Southworths were derived from an ancient 

Engli·;;h family has been rehearsed to me by persons belonging to 

all of the numerous branches of the Southworth family. 

which they generally employ is,-''of gentle blood." 

The phrase· 

"Old Times in the Colonies" by C. C. Coffin, a copy of which was 

presented to my children by their cousin :Mrs. Harriet Southworth Hast-

ings of 1Vlorristown1 N. J. contains the signatures in fac-simile of both 

Constant and Thomas South worth. 'The book is inspiring and graphic 

In the summer of 1896, there was given :1t Plymouth, .Mass. a truly 

magnificent spectacle, participated in by scores of accomplished people
1 

many of whom were descendants of the personages they represented. 

It was more than a trilogy in form, and was a Yeritable mystery-play 

representing the entire Pilgrim-exodus with a brilk1ncy of pageant worthy 

of Baireuth. Alice Southworth was one of the principal characters.-

See Boston Herald, and J ourn~l, July 30th, 1896. 

, To one who has been led back through printed to written records
1 

and further to an examination of gravestones, it is apparent that the work 

of an investigator of family history would be much facilitated, if the older 

towns and villages would have charts prepared of their graveyarc s. It 

antiquarians could consult a map of the tombstones in their order, each 

giving the leading words of the inscription ; they could then go directly 
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to the stone for a closer examination, and thus be saved valuable time. 

It is to lie hoped that all who read these pages will interest themselves 

to the end that this may be done. 

In the New York Mail and Express of Feb. 2d. 9th. and 16th. 1895 

appeared three articles by lVIrs . .-\nnie :\. Haxtun, who has contributed 

so much valuable genealogical matter to that paper. The following extract 

from the last of the series may serve as our text be(ore entering upon the 

subjecc of the modifications, which the name of Southworth has under

gone. lVIrs. Haxtun writes,-'' I find the Southards only two genera_ 

tions back were South worths. This is explained as the result of the pro

nunciation, which was so nearly like Southard; and the oldest son of one 

generation back is accountable for the change, because of allowing it to 

be written as the ear indicated, while separated from his family during 

his stay at Harvard College." 

Hunter's Founders of New Plymouth [London, John Russell Smith, 

36. Soho Square, 1854] has the family name Soztthwood and again Soth

wood. 
The Pilg. Repub. p. 609. says,-'' In the Pilgrim Era there was no 

fixed spelling of English words," and p. 611 .-" So prominent a citizen 

as Bradford's i;;tepson is mentioned ind~fferently :-,s Southwood, Southerne 

and South worth, and he seems unsettled in his own usage." 

1"I r. l\J orton Dexter of the ''Congregationalist," Boston, has cour

teously furnished the following Dutch ways of writing the name from the 

Leyden records~ ': attempts of one or more Dutch town-clerks to catch 

and record accurately an English name, which probably was given to 

them for record orally instead of in writing:" Eduwaert Sutwaert, Dec. 

4th. 1610. Soedwaert Dec. 30th. 1610. Sodert, July 29th. and Aug. 

13th. 1611. Sadtwoot, r 5th. i\Iarch and 13th . .:\pril, 1613. Sudwert, 

Nov. 20th. 1613.The nearest approach to the correct form being Edward 

Southward, Oct. 4th and NOY. 4th, 16 r r. 

See Old Colony Rer.ords for grants of land Oct. 6th. 1636, and Oct. 

28th. 164 r, to l'vir. ,villiam Bradford for Constant and Thomas South

ward in the first instance, and from \Villia111 Bradford to Thomas South

worth in the lasL 



( I 6) 

Croston uniformly adopts the accepted form Southworth. throughout 

his "History of the Ancient Hall of Samlesbury," excepting where he 

gives copies of documents and inscriptions~ but on page 54. iu the "tax

acon" ,ve find Sowthworth. Page 62. Sir John Sowthworthe appears in a 

list of recusants, but his son is mentioned as Tho. Sowthworth, Harleian 

ivianuscripts in the British Museum, Folio 32 ; while in Folio 33. the 

name of Adam Sowtheworthe appears; again five members of the family 

of Sothworth. 

On page 70. Croston quotes the Derby "Household Books" respect

ing " Sr. Jhon Sotheworth," thrice mentioned. Page 86. Gilbert South

worth signs a letter " G. Sothworth." Page 93. a copy of a fragment of 

the Court Rolls in the reign of Elizabeth is given, which names J ohne 

Southworthe, als0 Sr. John Sztthwth. On page 122. is a copy of an order 

to release John Southworth from prison 16th. July 1640, and on page 

I 23 a petition for his arrest, in which the name figures as Southwell. 
This priest, executed 16 54, is to be distinguished from Robert Southwell, 

the poet-priest, -who suffered 1595. 

In 1893. Mr. H. W. Southworth visited Preston, Lancashire, Eng

land. Thence he drove three miles to Samlesbury, where the church

yard contains several stones bearing the name Southworth: He describes 

the churchyard as very small, not more than one fourth of an acre. In 

the church nearby he saw '' the Southworth sword, coat of arms on a 

small shield, helmet, and above it the crest, once a bull's head. But the 

parish-clerk told me it was in four pieces, and he had often taken it down 

to clean it. The church is named St. Leonard's-the-less; It was built in 

I 559, although the eastern end dates from 1 196 ." Blackburn lies about 

ten miles to the eastward of Preston. 1Ir. SoutlHvorth then drove ftn1r 

miles further towards Blackburn and came to Sarnlesbury Hall. He says 

the hall is about four miles from Blackburn, and that the grounds 

have bf.!en cut through by the new road. Following is lVIr. South worth's 

description : '·The portion of the Hall now standing is about eighty feet 

in length : The L contains the dining-room, 30 x 60 ft. There is a gal

lery at the end of this room next the n1ain building ; and over the door 

under the western end of this gallery is the name of Thomas Southworth. 



The fireplace of this apartment is twelve feet in width, but 1s compara

tively modern ; originally the smoke tscaped by a louvre. The roof is 

supported by great oaken timbers, meeting to form depressed arches." 

Croston's History of the Ancient Hall of Samlesbury gives large pictures 

of the exterior and interior of this building and a ground-plan, together 

with pictures of the old Southworth Hall, Church uf St. Leonard's, and 

of the shield, sword and crest, as these appear within. There are other 

plates of dttails of the Hall. The antiquarian Joseph Baron, of 13, 

Edge ware Road, Black burn, author of "James Sharples, Blacks1nith and 

Artist," '' A Blegburn Dickshonary" etc. has issued a little book nam

ed " Ribble-Land" from the stream which flows through thjs region. 

The volume is before me and contains, page 97, a note worthy allusion 

to the Southw~rths of Samlesbury, and on pages 120-130, the legend of 

"The White Lady ot Samlesbury," which every Southworth should read. 

The book costs a shilling only, and is published by John Heywood of 

l\tlanchester. 

Mr. Baron stated to l\1r. H. W. Southworth that Edward South

worth of Leyden, was the son of Thomas Southworth eldest son and 

heir of Sir John Southworth of Samlesbury Hall. This statement is con

firmed in Croston's History, by the tables of descent given on the doub

le-<.~uarto chart inserted between pages 160 and 161. The chart is en

titled '' Southworth of Southworth and Samlesbury, Co. La11caster, from 

the Herald's Visitations, \Vills, Inquisitions, Registers, etc." The Thomas 

Southworth alluded to is mentioned in the ch!rt as aged 36. at the In

quisition ot 1597 : He had sons Edward and Thomas. Now my readers 

will kindly weigh the inference, since in 1613, Thomas Southworth was 

a witness to his brother Edward's marriage at Leyden and the dates are 

wholly consistent, that this family of Southworths were the progenitors 

of tHe American South worths. There is great improbability that two 

brothers of the same names and dates could have been living among the 

South worths of London, or Somersetshire; and San1lesbury as we have seen 

is on]y seventy 1niles from Scrooby. However both the London and Som

ersetshire families were descended fron1 the Sir John Southworth of Sam

lesbury, who died according to Croston in 15 19. 
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The Southworths of America are comparatively few in number, 

when we consider the length of time they have been in the new world, 

more than two hundred and fifty years. Yet the families of those early 

South worths of the 17th. Century were quite large, and the proportion 

of daughters was not unusual. Take the directories of our large cities ; 

these contain very few of the name. It is to be suspected that not only 

the Southards but also many ot the Sonthwoods and Southwichs are actu

ally Southworths. The name is easily misunderstood, and with the 

double th is difficult of pronunciation. \Ye have all experienced mispro

nunciations and misprints of our names. It is to be hoped that the family 

will make a special effort to have marriages, births and deaths entered 

correctly by the clerks on all registers and certificates; for the looseness 

of most recording officials is apparent to all having dealings with them. 

The old family bibles are no longer U!:,ed for record; there tore we should 

be careful to preserve family documents with the same care we manifest 

with deeds and bonds: \Vomen should preserve their (maiden) surnames 

in their signatures after marriage; for important questions of inheritance 

may turn on these points. 

The Southworth women have been particularly intellectual and en

ergetic; they have made good wives and mothers, and have been gener

ally { ortunate in their marriages. The men have been distinguished for 

fidelity, persistence and enterprise: Their uprightness and pul)lic spirit 

are perhaps the most salient features of their characters. In these re-

spects they have been eminent in all cOLnmunities where good-citizen:hip 

is valued. The true Soutlnvorth is somewhat retiring, often reserved. 

In commercial and financial affairs the Southworths have unilonr1erly at

tained success far above the average of men. Some years :1go my brother 

l\I. S. Southworth gave me a copy of the earliest and simplest coa:-of

arms of the family richly emblazoned on parchment; there was no motto, 

the scroll was a blank. After retlect10n the name of our first ;\ merican 

ancestor Constant was written therein. as the word best_ fitted tt) express 

the family character. 



'SOUTHWORTHS OF NE\V ENGLAND. 

FIRST GENERATION. Constant Soitthworth married Nov. 2d. 163 7, 

Elizabeth daughter of \Villiam Collier: His brother Thomas m .. Elizabeth 

<lau. of John and Frances Clark Reyner. 

SECOND GENEiATION. The sons of Const·ant S. were Edward, 

Nathaniel and William. Edward S. settled in Duxbury and m. Nov. 

16th, 1671, Mary Pabodie dau. of William Pabodie and Elizabeth Alden 

<lau. of John Alden and Priscilla dclu. of \Villiam Mullins. Nathaniel 

(Captain) S. settled in Plymouth and m. Jan. 10th, 1672, Desire (King

man says Alice) Gray b. 1651, dau. of Edward ·Gray d. 1663, and Mary 

\Vinslow b. 1630, dau. of John \Vinslow and Mary Chilton dau. of James 

Chilton. John \Vinslow was bro. of Gov. Edward \Vinslow. See Ed

ward Gray's epitaph at Plymouth. See also Thacher's Hist. Plymouth 

and Kingman's History N. Bridgewater. \Villiam S. married 1680, 

Rebecca Pabodie, sister of his brother Edward's wi'te, and settled in Lit

tle Compton, R. I. Constant's dau. Mercy m. 1658, Samuel Freeman, 
I 

dau. Alice m. 1667 Captain Benjamin Church, dau. ~ m. David Al-
__,,.-

den, dau. Elizabeth m. \Villiam Fobes, dau. Priscilla d. unmarried. 

Elizabeth (Reyner) Southworth dau. of Thonrns, m. Lieut. J oseµh How

land son of John Howland. 

THIRD GENERATION. Edward S. had chi_ldren, Thomas, Elizabeth, 

Constant, :Mercy, Benjamin, Priscilla and John. Captain Nathaniel S. 
had Constant b. 1674, lvlary b. r§z6, Captain Ichabod b .. 1678, Eliza

beth b. 1682, Nathaniel b. 1684, and Edward b. 1688, who settled in 

Middleborough, J\llass. \Villiam S. by his first wife Rebecca had Benja• 
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min b. 1681, Joseph b. 1683, Edward b, 1684, Elizabeth b. 1686, .-\lice 

b. 1688, Samuel b. 1690, Nathaniel b. 1692, Thomas b. 1694, Stephen 

b, 1696, and by a second wife, Cideon b. 1 707, .\ndrew b# 1709. Ed

ward of Middleborough was engaged in the manufacture of iron, from, 

the hematite found in the marshes there, a very valual:}e product in col

onial times; many particulars respecting him were rehted to the writer 

by the late Ed ward S. of \Vest Springfield, for ex:11nple his remarkable 

business-enterprise and affection for his brothers and sisters. 

age he was bent 3 }most double. 

In his old 

The descendants of Edward Southworth of Middleborough have 

been ascertained from Southworths of Springfield, Sourh Dartmouth and 

Bridgewater, l\1ass. Their reports agree in all particulars, and the record 

is tnlstworthy. 

FoURTH GENERATION. Edward of Middleborough m. Bridget Bos

worth J un·e 25th, 17 11. They had children, Constant b. 17 12, Bridget 

b. 1714, Ebenezer b. 1716, Edward b. 1718,Theophilus b. 1720, Sarah 
• b. 17 23, Lemuel b. 1 728, Benjamin b. 17 28 (twins) and l\1ary b.1731. This. 

family settled in North Bridgewater, Ma5s., out the younger Edward af

terwards removed to Pelham, Ivlass. where a double stone bears his name 

with that of h1s wife Lydia. 

FIFTH GENERATION. Constant of North Bridgewater m. Martha 

Keith 1 7 34. Their children were Betsy b. 1735, Nathaniel b. 1 7 3 7, 

Ezekiel b. 1739, ~Iartha b. 1741 and Mary b. 1741, (twins) Desire b. 

1742, Jedediah b. 1745, Constant u. 1747, Sarah b. 1749, Ichabod b. 

1751. Edward m. Lydia daughter of John Pd.ckard December 16th, 

- 17 50. 'T'heir children ,vere Uriah u. 1751, Peres b. 17 54, Desire b. 

17 56, Edward b. 1758, Abiah u. 1760, Bridget b. 1762, Lydia b. 176--1-, 

.-\vis b. 1768, Fear b. 1770. Lemuel m. Patience\Vest Nov. 6th, 1757. 

Children, ~1ehitable b. 1758, Hannah u. 1761, Patience b. 1763, Benja

min m. Mary Smith, :March 3d, 1763. 

SIXTH GENERATION. Peres [generally written in this family Peres 



irather than Perez] m. Eunice dau. of lVIatthew Kingman ?.6th Sept. 1 780. 

Children, Harmony b. 1781, Hannah b. 1782, John b. 1784 d. 1864, 

Ed ward b. 1786, Martin b. 1788, Azel b. 17 90, Benjamin b. 1791, Peres 

b. 1793, Eunice h. 1793, (twins) Polly b. 1796, Sophronia b. 1798, 

Lucy b. 1800. Abia'i b. 11arch 6th 1760, d. Dec. 25th, 1835 at South 

Hadley, ~1 ass. (but his body was removed to West Springfield, Mass., 

see stone there.] m Keziah Boltwood of Amherst, !\.1ass. Nov. 8th, 1794; 

he was a physician. Their children were Rufus h. Feb. 3d 17 96, who 

established an academy in Charleston, S. C., where he died Oct. 6th, 

1828. (See 1nonument erected by his pupils in the old cemetery on 

Archdale St. near ~1agazine St.] Mary b. Nov. 6th, 1797, d. Jan. 22d, 

1872, \Yells b. Aug. 17th, 1799, d. 1882. Edward b. July 3d, 1804, 

d. Dec. 1Ith,1869, Martha b. l\1ay I oth, 1807, d. 1888, and two children 

both named S0lomon d. in early infancy. 

SEVENTH GENERATIO~. John Southworth, b. 1784, d. 1864, m. 1807 

Betsey ,villis Hayward, b. 17 89, d. 1860: He lived at South Dartmouth, 

Mass. Children, Alanson b. 1808, d. 1825, Betsey \V. b. 1810, d. 

1825, Eunice K. b. 1812, d. 1814, Edward b. 1815, d. 1851, John 

Hayward b.1818, d.1891, Luther L. 1821,d.1847,Eunice K.(Southworth) 

Dexter b. 1822, Elizabeth \Y. (Southworth) Hatch b. 1826, d. 1868, 

Philip ,vilber, b. 183 I. 

\Vells Snuthw0rth h. 1799, d. 1882, was President of the City Fire 

Insurance Co. of New Haven, Conn., (see Hist.of the Strong Family) and 

extensively engaged in the manufacture of writing paper at ,vest Spring

field and S. Hadley Falls, lvlass. He was a benefactor of Amherst Col

lege, \'. ... ale Divinity Schoolctnd Andover Theological Seminary, and was 

known and beloved tor his benevolence, public spirit and character. 

Hem. 1828. Rebecca C.\YoodLurn b. 1803,d.1839 and had hy this mar

riage three daughters who died in early childhood and one son, Horatio 

\Voodlrnrn Southworth. \Vells South worth m. 1 840, l\lrs. Francis Re

becca Smith Lyon b. 1815, d. 1844, no children; Hem. 1845, Harriet 

Gillett, b. 1820, dau. of the Rev. l\Ioses Gillett of Rome, N. Y. and 

Harriet Mills. Their children are Harriet 1\1:ills South worth, b. 13 Dec. 

1846 and Edward \Yells Southworth L. 14th Jan. 1854. 



Ed ward Sou th worth b. 1 804, d. r 869, gra<l. Harvard I s·2·6, 1n. 1 8'.+ r,. 

Ann Elizabeth Shepard b. 1810, d. 1855, dau. of the Rev. l\1ase Shep

ard of Little Compton, .R. I. and Del1orah Haskins.of lYJston, [See Ralph 

\Valdo Emerson: His l\1aternal Ancestors, pub. Ly Cupples, Upham & 

Co., Boston, 1887 .J Edward Southworth after graduation taught eight 

years in Charleston,.where he received a puL>lic dinner from- his old p~1pils 

in 18 5 7, and was for thirty years associated wid1 his brother \Velis in 

manufactures. He was a benefactor of Mt. Holyoke Seminary and An

dover Theological Seminary. Children surviving by Ann, George Cham

plin Shepard Southworth b. 1842, and :Mase Shepard Southworth IJ. 1847 .. 

Edward Southworth m. 1856, MaryWoodbury Shepard l>. 1827, d. 1861,. 

dau. of Rev. Thomas Shepard, D. D. of Bristol. R. I. and Sarah \Vil

}iams Barrett. Children, Edward Southworth b. 1857, d. 1882, l\1ary 

vVoodbury Southworth b. 1859, and Thomas Shepard Southworth, L> •. 

1861. Edward Southworth m. 1866 Harriet Ann Thurston b. 1829, 

widow of l\!Ielvin Gilmore Deane of Portland, lVle., and dau. of the Rev. 

David Thurston D. D .. and Prudence Brown, sister of Francis Brown, 

Prest. of Dartmouth College. Child by third marriage, Alice Harriet South

worth b. 1868. [See Thurston Genealogies, pub. by Brown Thurston, 

and Hoyt, Fogg & Donham, Portland, Me., 1880.] For children who 

died in infancy, see Hist. of the Strong Family. Edward Southworth 

was an affectionate father and a just man; his chanty wa·;; munificent 1 

his judgment discriminating and his Christian character exalted. 

l\!Iartha Southworth b. lVIay ro 1807, d. 1888, m. 1825 Davis Howard 

b. Nov. 6th 1800, d. June 26, I846, of \V. Bridgewater, l\1ass. Child

ren, Elizabeth Howard b. 1832: Alice Howard l>. 1837, m. Dr. Richard 

Baxter Brown, of l\Iil waukee, \Vis., John Howard b. 1839, \Villiam \Velis, 

b. Oct. 4th, r 845. l\!lrs. l\iartha Southworth Howard m. Nov. 5th, 1849 1 

Robert Curtis, Esq. ot E. Bridgewater, :Mass., no children. [See Hist. 

of the Strong Family for children who died young.) 

EIGHTH GENERATION. John Hayward Southworth b. 9th Oct. 1818, 

d. 16th Jan. 1891, m. Aug. 6th, 1843, Sarah Law, b. April 28th, 1818, 

d. Aug. 7th, I 848, child, John \Velis Southworth, b. 2d Oct. 1845, d. 



10th Nov. 1873. J. H. Southworth m. 21st Oct. 1855, Elizabeth \Veed 

Henderson b. 31st Aug. 1823, dau. of Davis Henderson and Margaretta 

Brooke of Edgewood near Norristown, Penn. and No. 1616 Chestnut 

Street, Philadelphia. Children, Charles Hayward, Ida Mary, Edward 

Courtlandt and Nina E. b. Nov, 7th, 1863, d. July 8th, 1864. J. H. 

Southworth lived at Springfield, 11ass., was a benefactor of Amherst 

College and of the town of South Dartmouth, Mass., was President of 

numerous manutacturing companies, and a man of wide influence in re

ligious and mercantile circles. 

Hor:itio \Voodburn Southworth b. Jan. 15th, 1839, m. March 23d, 

1893, Elizabeth Ainsworth of New York, dau. of Thomas Ainsworth. 

He is Prest. of the Southworth Company of \V. Springfield, Mass. and 

resides 1n New York. 

Harriet l\,fills Southworth, b. Dec. 13th, 1846, m. 27th, Jan. 1876, 

George Seymour Hastings, b. 24th Sep. 1836, grad. Hamilton College 

r 8 5 7, Col. of the 24th N. Y. Battery of Light Artillery in the Civil \Var, 

afterwards Military Secretary of the Governor of New York, later for 

four years Private Secretary of the same Governor with the rank of Col. 

He practices law in New York and resides in Morristown, N. J. 
Edward \Veils Southworth b. 14th Jan. 1854, grad. Yale 1875, 

Columbia Law School 1877, LL. M. Yale 1878, m. 14th June, 1881, 

Emily l\,1artin Alexander (d. 1888) of Syracuse, N. Y., dau. of \Villiam 

H. Alexander and Elizabeth Bennett. 

University Club, New York. 

Mr. Southworth's address is the 

George Champlin Shepard Southworth b. Dec. 13th, 1842, grad. 

Yale 1863, Harvard Law School, 1865, Prof. of Eng. Literature and 

History, Kenyon College 1881-1888. Prof. Sacred Rhetoric, Theo. 

Sem. of the Prot. Epis. Ch. in the Diocese of Ohio, 1885-1888. Lec

turer and later Prof. Eng. Language and Lit. Case School of Applied 

Science, Cleveland, Ohio, 1888-1891. Litt. D. Kenyon, 1896. M. 

April 30th: 187 4, Ada Deane, b. J\farch 24th r 853, dau. of Melvin Gil

more Deane and Harriet Ann Thurston [See Thurston Genealogies]. 

Children, l\!Iary b. April 14th, 1875, Constant b. Sept. 21st, 1876, Rufus 

b. St. Jean de Luz, France: June 28th, 1878, Elizabeth Shepard b. July 



20th, 1881, :Melvin Deane b. Sept. 23d, 1883, Edward b. Aug. 14th, 

1885, George Shepard b. April 28th, 1888, and John Deane b. July 27, 

1890; lives at Salem, Col. Co., Ohio. 

Mase Shepard Southworth b. Sept. 23d, 1847', Yale 1868, Ph. D. 

Tuebingen 1873. Prof. of Chemistry, \Villiams, 1876-1881. M. A. 

Yale, 1877, m. 25th Nov. 1879, Mary Virginia Mallory, b. in \Villiams

burg, N. Y. 26th Jan. 1856, dau. of Wm. Henry Mallory and Mary Ann 

(Mellis) Harvey : Resides on Crescent Hill, Springfield, Mass. 

Dr. Edward Southworth b. Sept. 27th, 185 7. Yale 1879. College 

of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y. 1882, died while connected with 

Charity Hospital, N. Y., 15th Aug. 1882. See Tablet at the Hospital. 

lVIary \Voodbury Southworth, b. Sep. 26th, 1859, m. Oct. 12th, 

1893, Ansley Chesley Stevens of San Francisco, Cal. Their present 

address is 9 13 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco ; but they an tic i pate an 

early removal to E. Berkeley, Cal. 

Dr. Thomas Shepard Southworth, b. June 7th, 1861. Yale 1883. 

College of Physicians and Surgeons N. Y., 1887. St. Luke's Hospital, 

N. Y. 1888. Chambers St. Hospital N. Y. 1889. Certificates in Gyn-. 
ecology and Obstetrics, Rotunda Lying-in Hospital, Dublin, 1890. At-

tending Physician at Randall's Island Hospital, N. Y. 1896. Att. Phy

sician Nursery and Child's Hospital, N. Y. 1897. Editor of the Amer. 

1\1.edico-Surgic:il Bulletin. Resides 4 7 \V. 5 6th St., New York. 

Alice Harriet Southworth, b. Feb. 19th 1868, resides on Crescent 

Hill, Springfield, :Mass. 

Elizabeth Howard b. Sep. 9th, 1832, m. Oct. 27th, 1856, Dr. Ed

ward \Vorcester, [ son of Dr. Samuel \Vorcester and Sarah Sargeant ot 

\Valtham, l\1ass]. They reside in \Valtham. Children, Alice Frances, 

l\Iaud Louise, l\Iary Aldis, Paul Dudley, Anna Parsons. Alice Howard 

b. Dec. 12th, 183 7, m. l\Iay 20th, 186 5, Dr. Richard Baxter Brown, b. 

1834, grad. Yale 1860, l\l. D. 1864, practised in 1\!Iilwaukee, \Vis., till 

his death 1894, children, Robert Curtis Brown b. 1866, Howard Brown 

b. 1868 and Edward \Yells Brown b. 187 I. 

John Howard b. Feb. 22d, 1839, Yale 1860, studied music abroad 

and became a Professor of that art. He is author of '' The Physiology 



of Artistic Singing" and other works. Children, Mabel Martha b. July 

27th, 1881, Grace Annette b. March 30th, 1883, John Howard b. Nov. 

10th, 1886. Prof. Howard's address is 35 2 W. 56th St., New York or 

Carnegie Music Hall. 

NINTH GENERATION. John \Velis Southworth, b. Oct. 2d, 1845, 

was Treasurer of the Hampshire Paper Co. of South Hadley Fall~, Mass. 

died at Pau, France, Nov. 1 oth, 18 7 3. 

Charles Hayward Southworth b. 1st Nov. 1856, m. 17th Nov. 1887, 

Caroline Ames Bliss b. April 6th, 1856, d. Dec. 18th, 1895, dau. of 

Theodore Bliss and Mary Caroline Wright ot No. 1832 South Logan 

Square~ Phila. C. H. Southworth is Pres. and Treas. of the Hampshire 

Paper Co. of South Hadley Falls, Mass., residence Springfield, Mass. 

Children, Eleanor Bliss b. Sept. 7th, 1892, Constant b. Dec. 18th, 1895. 

Ida Mary Southworth b. 13th March 1858, m. 25th Nov. 1892, 

Solomon Bulkley. Griffin b. 13th Aug. 1852, son of Rev. Nathanie 

Herrick Griffin D. D. and Hannah Elizabeth Bulkley. Children, Bulk

ley Southworth b. 16th Aug. 1893 and Courtlandt Brooke b. 19th March, 

1 896. They reside on Round Hill, Springfield, Mass. 

Edward Courtlandt Southworth b. 25th Aug. 1860, m. 24th Oct. 

1883, Clara Elizabeth Collins, dau. of Dr. Henry Augustus Collins and 

:Vlary Jane Graves; children, Genevieve b. 16th Aug. 1888, d. Oct.14, 

1890, Madeline b. 24th June 1892, Helen b. 15thJan. 1896. E.C.South

worth is Treas. of the Carew Paper Co. of S. Hadley Falls, Mass., resi

dence Springfield, Mass. 

Alice Frances \Vorcester b. Dec. 7th, 1858 in St. Albans, Vt., m. 

Oct. 5th, 1878, George Lyman \Veeks b. Sept. 1857. They reside in 

\Valtham, l\iiass. Children, Harry Auguste b. Sept. r st, 1881, Nellie 

Frances b. June 4th, 1885. 

l\1aud Louise \Vorcester b. Aug. 17th, 1862 in vValtham, Mass:, m. 

iviay 17th, 1894, Harry Mortimer Montgomery b. July 25th, 1861, in 

St. Thomas, St. Thomas. They reside in New York. Children, Vir

ginia b. June 18th, 1895, Helen b. 23d, Dec. 1896. 
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:Mary Aldis \Vorcester b. April 13th, 1 864, in \V .1ltham, m. April 

r 1th, 1894, \Villis Gilpatrick b. Sept. 1860 in Somersworth, N. H. They 

reside in Newark. N. J. 
Paul Dudley \Vorcester b. :March 2 3d, 1867, in \Valtham, resides 

in New York. 

Aooa Parsons \Vorcester b. Feb. 3d, 1871, in\Valtham,resides there. 

Dr. Robert Curtis Brown, b. Oct. 26th, 1866, m. Oct. 26th,- 1892, 

Jane Van Norman, b. Oct. 26th, 1870 and practises in J\tlilwaukee, \Vis. 

Howard Brown b. 22d, Feb. 1868, m. 2d July, 1891, Agnes Cor

nelia Bryden b. 15th Nov. 1870, residence Springfield, Mass. 

Dr. Edward Wells Brown b. 1871, practises in New York City. 

N. B.-N athaniel, son of Captain Nathaniel, settled in Mansfield, 

Conn. and his son Thomas removed to Middlesex. N. J ., and his son 

\tVilliam to Canajoharie, N. Y. The name is found in Burlington, Vt., 

Albany, Lockport, North Walton, N .Y.; Bridgewater, Springfield, Salem, 

Great Barrington, \Villiamstown, Mass.; Little Compton, R. I.; New 

Haven and Essex, Conn.; Cleveland, Ohio. These are some of the 

points from which the family has been diffused; the graveyards afford 

abundant evidence of these facts. 

Since the publicati0n of the first pamphlet numerous letters have 

been received from Southworths throughout the country asking for infor

mation as to which branch of the family they are to search for their de

scent. To all such it may be said that the History of North Bridgewater, 

l\iass, by Kingman, is the book which is most to their purpose. T-his 

work, which contains long lists of the South\vorths, can be found in all 

of the ch1et libraries of the country. In it are mentioned the names of 

the wives of a large part of the mern bers of the family, as well as 

in many cases the town or city in which they settled, also removals to 

western states. The locality together with the christian names in use 

from. generation to generation will lead to identification of the precise 

ancestor. 



DE.-\~E. 

\Valter and J 0hn I >eane, brothers, came to Hoston, 1638, from 

Chard near Taunton, Somersetshire~ England. They stopped some 

months at I>orches!er, hut settled in the same ye-u, 1638, in T'aunton, 

~iass., on the \Vest bank ot the ·' Taunton Great River," where a street 

now bears their name. Fr01n Walter Deane the generations run as follows, 

to the Deanes mentioned in this pamphlet: 2d. gen. Joseph. 3d. g.Joseph. 

4th. g. Joseph, who settled in Raynham near Taunton, and married 

Katherine \Villis. 5th. g. Joseph, who settled in North Raynham and 

married Nlary Gilmore. 6th. g. John Gilmore_ who married Rebecca D. 

Paddleford of 'faunton, daughter of Judge Seth Paddleford [now written 

l'adelford] and Rebecca Dennis. 7th. g. Seth, John, Joseph P., .tvlary, 

Rebecca~ Melvin Gilmore b. Ellsworth, l\Ie. Nov. 16th, 1821, d. Portland, 

i\'Ie., i\1Ia'rch 2 I st, r 8 54, Henry P, Frederick A., Llewellyn. [ died early], 

Llewellyn [died 1895], · \\'illiam \Yallace. 8th. g. John Gilmore, Sarah. 

Ada b. \Yinthrop, lVIe .. l\larch 24th, 1853, children of l\,Ielvin Gilmore 

1 >eane. Ada Deane m. (~eorge Champlin Shepard Southworth in Rome, 

Italy, 30th :\ pri L 187 4 ; marriage recorded by the Consul Ceneral and 

copy sent to \Vashington, D. C. 

THURSTO;\. 

I>aniel Thurston of :Newbury, :\lass., rn. Uct. 20th, 1655, Anne 

Pell: Their son I>aniel of Newbury, l\Iass. b. Dec. 18th, 166 r, m. l\Iary 

Dresser of Rowley, l\Iass: Their son Richard of kowley, b. in Newbury 

Oct. 16th, 171 o, m. IWehitable ] ewett: Their son I >avid of North Sedg

wick, lVIaine, b. in Rowley, l\Iarch 19th, 1751, m. 1Iary Bacon of Row-



lew, "now Ceorgetown, :\lass:)' Their son I bvid of \Yinthrop, \'1..1ine, 

[grad. I>artrnouth 1804, I>. I>. Dart. 1853.J b. in ~ew Rowley. ~las~. 

Feb. 6th, 1779i rn. Oct. 31st 1811. PruJence Br()wn, second wife, IJ. 

April 3d, 1786~ dau. of Benjamin Brown and Prudence Kelley of Ches

ter, ~ . H . : The i r d au . Harrie t :\ n n b. \ V i n th r o ( J, l\1 e . l\,f a y 8 t h , 1 8 2 9, 

m. first, Oct. 12th. 1848 at \Vinthrop, '.\telvin Gilmore Deane, second 

Edward Southworth b. Pelham, l\1ass., July 3J, 1804, J. \Vest Spring

field, :Mass., Dec. 11th, 1869. 

HA.SKINS. 

Robert Haskins of Boston m. 1728, Sarah Cook dau. of Philip 

Cook, of Cambridge: Their son John b. March 12th, 1729, m. on his 

birthday 1752 Hannah dau. of Phineas and Hannah [\Vaite] Upham 

of ~1alden, a descendant of Capt. John \Vaite, Speaker· of the House 

of Deputies, also of Rose_ I >unster, sister of Henry ] >unster first Presi

dent of Harvard College, also of John Howland of the · • l\Iayflower." 

In the possession of the family of the late I>avid Green Haskins, D. I>. 

of Cambridge is the commission of Captain issued to '·John Haskins, 

Geutleman, by Thomas Hutchinson, Esquire, Governor, in the name of 

His :Majesty King (;eorge III," dated ··Hoston Feb. 20th, 1772.n John 

Hask1ns died in B<1ston, Oct. 27th, 181-1-: his wife :-ind thirteen children 

survived him. One daughter, Ruth b. Nov. 9th, 1768, m. Rev. \Villiarn 

Emerson of BDston Oct. 25th, 1 796, and was the mother of Ralph \Val-

do Emerson. .-\ not her daughter, Del ,orah, m. Re\·. lVIase Shepard, of 

Little Compton, R. I. : Their son (~enrge Champlin Shepard, D. D. of 

Boston m. his cousin Sally Inman Kast. dau. of Dr. Thomas Kast of 

Boston and Sarah Haskins. Other children of 1Iase Shepard were Prof. 

Charles Upham Shepard of .-\mh~rst College, Hannah wife of J uclge Seth 

Terry of Hartford, Ct., l\[ary unmarried, Fanny Haskins \\·1fe of Lucius 

Boltwood of .-\rnherst, and :\nn Elizabeth wife of Edward Southworth of 

\Yest Springfield, l\,Iass. See three tablets in the Episc. Church, Amherst, 

Mass. 



SHEPARI>. 

Thomas Shepard of Norton, 1\1ass. m. June 5th, 1735, Content 

\Vhite, dau, of Cornelius and l\Iehitable (\Valker) \Vhite of Taunton. 

Their youngest son l\1ase Shepard b. 1\1ay 28th, 17 59, grad. Dartmouth 

1 785, m. Deborah Haskins and settled in Little Compton, R. I. as min

ister of 1 he Cong. Church. After 33 years service in that parish he d. 

14-th Feb. 1821. See tablet in the church, also tablets in the Episc. 

church, Amherst, Mass. l\1Irs. Boltwood used to relate that while her 

father was preaching on one occasion, a certain l\tlajor Southw0rth, who 

had brought his whip into his pew according to custom, reached across 

the aisle and cut ovt:r the head and shoulders a man who had been spit

ting tobacco juice into the aisle, at the same time exclaiming sententiously: 

There, spit again ! It is noteworthy that John Shepard a brother of 

Thomas lived far beyond his hundredth year. 

THE SOUTH\VORTHS OF ENGLAND. 

The Southworths of Somersetshire and of the city of London were 

descendants of the Southworths of Samlesbury Hall, as is indicated by 

the pedigrees given below. It has been pointedly remarked that one 

family is actnal1y as old as another; and the estimate has been made 

that any family of medium rank in France today can count every person 

living in that nation in the seventh century as a lineal ancestor, except

ing those "'ho died childless. Yet it is a matter of interest to follow a 

line of descent as far back as possilJle. 

The list uf South worths as gi\·en in the History of Sarnlesbury Hall 

will be quoted first; as that work exbiuits evidence of minute and accurate 

verification of every statement made therein, and many deeds, inven

tories and indentures of the family are copied or given in fac-simile. 

This chart contains the names of one hundred and fifty persons of the 

Southworth family; but only the direct line of descent will be stated here; 

as follows,-( ;ilbert de South worth, Co. Lancaster: Sir Gilbert de South-



worth, Knt. vix1t 1363, m. the dau. and sole heiress of Xicholas IYEwyas 

of Samleslrnry Hall, \'ixit 1326: Sir John de Southworth of Samlesbury 

m. Margaret dau. of Sir Richard de Haughton, Knt.: Sir Thomas de 

Southworth, Knt. obiit 1432, m. Johan, widow of Sir Thomas Sherburn, 

Knt. and dau. of John Del Bot.he: Richard de Southworth, ob. 1467, 

m. Elizabeth dau. of Richard ~lolineux of Sefton: Sir Christopher South

worth knighted by Edward IV. ob. 1502, m. Isabel dau. of Sir Thomas 

Dutton by his wife Ann, dau. of James, Lord Audley: Sir John South

worth, Knt. ob. 1519, m. Helen c1au. of Sir Richard Langton, Baron of 

Newton: Sir Thomas Southworth, Knt. ob. 1 547, m. l\largery, dau. of 

Sir Thomas Boteler, Knt.: Sir John Southworth, Knt. ob. 1595, m. 

:\lary, dau. of Sir Richard Asheton, Knt: Thomas Southworth,eldest son 

aet. 36 in 1597, [but the title expired with his father, who was 

imprisoned for recusancy in the New Fleet] m. Rosamond dau. of \Vm. 

Lister, Esq.: Thomas Southworth, v1x. 1 595, and Edward Southworth, 

vix. 1595, ·brothers. 

Observe that Thomas and Edward Southworth were younger sons rn 

a family of seven sons and four daughters all recorded as Ii vi ng 159 5 ; 

they had an eldest brother John, heir of Samlesbury Hall. N. B.-I n 

the foregomg paragraph generations are separated by a (:). 

Now still following the History of Samlesbury Hall, Sir John 

Southworth who rn. Helen Langton, had a son Christopher, who had a 

son Edward who was a merchant of the city of London and m. Jane 

dau. of Edward Lloyd, Esq. Their son Henry South,vorth lived at 

\Veek-Charnpflower, Somerset and rebuilt the parochial chapel of \Vick, 

1624, ob. 1625 : of his brother Thomas nothing is gi,·en excepting his 

name. 

Down to the Sir John Southworth just mentioned both uf the pedi

grees of the Hist. ot Duxbury and of l\I r. Hall's brochure are pract1-

cally identical with the foregoing record from the Hist. of Samlesbury 

Hall : The few variations in the spelling of proper riames are of little 

nnportance. Hut the Hist. of I )nx. gi,·es Christopher (Sir John's son), 



(3 I) 

then Richard, Thomas and Constant as the line of descent : while Hall 

gi \'es Sir Thomas, Richard, Thomas, Ed ward and Constant as the line. 

The Hist. of Duxbury has the last Richard as a merchant of Lon

don who 111. Jane Lloyd ot Shropshire : Hall has the same, but gives the 

name as Floyd. Hist of Dux. has the last Thomas as recorder of \V ells, 

Sumersetshire, whom. Jane \Vynne of Norfolk: Hall has the same, but 

\Vills instead of \Velis and lvlinne.for \Vynne. It is noteworthy that the 

Hist. of Duxbury gives the last Thomas a l>rother Henry of Somersetshire 

who was living in 1623 : compare the last paragraph from the Hist. of 

Samlesbury Hall as given above. 

The generation in which Henry and Thomas Southworth of So1ner

shire figured, being for the most part in the 17th century, does not admit 

of Thomas having sons Edward and Thomas at Leyden so early as 1613. 

It would be interesting ho,vever. should it be discovered that Henry and 

Thomas had another bruther Ed ward ; but no record has been found ot 

such an one. 

In view of this conflict the compiler adheres to the record as given 

111 the Samlesbury History. 

In the Pilgrim Republic, p. 463 we read these words : "The South

worths of our broad nation should not ai.low Burial Hill to continue with

out a memorial of him [Constant] and his n1other. For several generations 

those who bore the name of Southworth, and those who married the 

female descendants: were almost without exception brave soldiers in the 

colonial wars. Indeed the family c.une of a long line of English Knights, 

the South worths of Southworth; but the descent having three generations 

before Ed ward, passed into the younger line, the title had gone else

where.,. 

GEO. U.S. 8OUTHWOR'l'I-t, 

156 Lincoln Ave. 
8alem, Col. Co., Ohio. 



~OTE. 

The arms of the South worths of England and Ireland [for there were 

Irish South worths] ,·ary slightly in the different branches of the family : 

hut all of them are modifications of the original arms of tlle South worths 

ot Southworth Hall, County of Lancaster: I found four distinct shields, 

when in 1869, I made my first enquiries of heralds in London. Mr. H. 

\V. Southworth settled the question by going to the original documents 

in the British Mu~eum. There he found the arms of the South worths 

of County Lancaster and Somersetshire to ue: Argent (field), a 

chevron between three cro,ses-crosslet sable : Crest, a bull's head 

erased sable, horned argent, tipped of the first; on the neck a crescent 

for difference. 

After the Southworths occupied Samlesbury Hall they quartered the 

shield in such a manner that the tinctures were counter-changed in the 

second and third quarters. These arms may be seen today on the mon

ument ot Henry Southworth. Esq. on the south wall of the Parochial 

Chapel of ,vick, Somersetshire~ which he rebuilt 1624. Another branch 

of the Southworths of Samlesbury had a brilliant shield indeed: Gules, 

a chevron between three crosses-crosslet argent ; but the crest was sim

ply a bull's head erased sable, attired argent. The Irish Southworths 

Ind the crest: "Out of a ducal coronet argent a bull's head sable." 

The year 1292 furnishes perhap~ the earliest instance of a motto as 

an adjunct to armorial bearings : In the fifteenth century the ·custom be

came general. Yet the motto was not strictly hereditary; the individual 

being at liberty to choose his own. [See Crossans' Heraldry.] The 

words '' Sul>limiora Spectemur" have howe,·er been employed by the 

Southworths of England. 

In addition to persons alreac y named in these pages I desire to ex 

press my thanks to the following gentlemen for valuable information 

kindly gi,-en me: Hon. Lucius l\I. Bolt,,·0C1d of Gr~"tnd R~1pids, J\Iich .. 

Capt. Ceorge LeRoy Brown, 11th Infantry. U.S . .-\ .. Samuel Chess~1an, 

Esq., Salem, Ohio. and John T. Jackson, Esq., of Providence, R. I. 

G. C. S. S. 



Southworths are earnestly requested to communicate further infor

mation respecting Edward of London and Leyden, and particularly their 
own family reeord to the address given on page 3 I. 




