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PREF A.CE. 

OFTTIMES has the suggestion been made that some 

one am1ong the kith and kin, enough interested 

in the Ream ancestry to assum.e the undertaking, ought 

to collect together and to place in some chronological 

order, and for permanent reference, the names, dates 

of births, deaths etc. of the generations of people hav

ing borne that name, and who have spent the whole or 

part of their lives in Farfield County, Ohio. 

The undersigned being one of only a few who still 

survive amongs,t the once prolific and numerous Ream 

generaition, has undertaken the collection of such dates 

and events as he thinks would be of genealogical value 

and interest tio those in the family line who might find 

the work of investigation no small task, or who might 

not care to itake the pains to investigate for themselves. 

These facts, as far as could be ascertained, were 

gathered from county records, church records, monu

ments, and from persons now living and dead, and who 

in tun1 obtained their infonnation from their im·me

diate or more remote ancestors. 

The statements of different persons 1egarding the 

same facts have so1netimes conflict,ed; but when such 

has been the case, the information considered the most 

reliable has be1en given, or else their sources indicated. 



It is to be regretted that iri so many instances the dates 

and events were not furnished in greater detail. Per-

sistence, however, in seeking information, and great 

patience with dilatory or non-responsive correspon

dents, will, perhaps, absolve the compiler fro1n much 

blame for such omission::;, and for errors which may 

occur. 

The following marks indicate the generation to 

which, in any given instance, a me111ber of the family 

belongs; the Roman character I, signifies the first gen

eration; the numerals I, 2, etc. the second; the num

erals in parenthesis (I), (2), etc. the third. The con

nection in which the other names stand readily deter

mines the relationship. 

The work of ga·thering the material was no easy 

task, but a pleasant one withal. It was felt that if the 

work was not done now, or at least very soon, much 

interesting information possessed by those now fast 

aging would be lost entirely to those who follow after. 

Hence this genealogy_ and brief historic sketch of the 

Ream family. May the name ever endure; and may 

all who bear it be an honor to their ancestry, and a 

blessing to themselves and to mankind. 

S. REAl\I. 

Stonington, Ill., 1Uay 14th, 1908. 



Fvv•, 
► l.fl. ~EFORE giving the Ream genealogy pro-
= JJ:J ◄ J)er, it may not be out of place to re
:-====:: count a few facts and incidents relating ! W, ·= to the early history of Fairfield County, 
~ f = Ohio. The county was form·ed Decem
~.a. .... ~ her 9th, 1800 by proclamation of Gov
ernor St. ~lair, and was so nam,ed from the 
beauty of its fair fields. 

The present site of Lancaster and the lands 
adjacent thereto were, prior to their discovery by 
the white settlers of Marietta, owned and occu
pied by the W~andotte tribe of Inj.~ans. ~he _l. 
nan1e of the Indian town was Tar/e; 1n English, 
Crane-town, so nam!ed after the principal chief 
of the tribe. In I 790 there were about one hun
dred wigwams, and a population of 500 souls. 
In the year 1795 the Indians, by the treaty qf 
Greenville~ ceded all their lands In Fairfield to the 
Unit,ed States. Soon after the treaty, many of the 
Indians removed to Upper Sandusky; and, in 
the course of time, when the ga1ne began to get 
scarce, the remainder of the tribe follo\\1en 
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In 1797, Ebenezer Zane opened the road 
known as "Zane's Trace" fro1n Wheeling to 
l\!Iaysville, Ky. This road pass•ed through the 
novv deserted Indian village, and thus a co1n-
1nunication was established between the eastern 
states through Ohio to K·entucky. Finding the 
country fertile, and abounding in fine springs of 
water, people from the East and South began to 
settle on the banks of the upper Hockhocking. 

In April 1798, Captain Joseph Hunter, e1ni
grating ·with his family fro1n Kentucky, located 
just west of where Lancaster novv is, and what 
,vas afterwards known as "H unter1 s Settle
ment" Hunter died in 1829. His wife was the 
first white woman to settle in the valley. 

In the fall of 1799, Joseph Lov,eland and He
zekiah Smith built a log grist mill at what is novv 
Rock Mill. This was the first n1ill built on the 
Hockhocking. In the latter part of the samie 
year a mail route was established along Zane's 
trace, and Samuel Coates, an English settler, be
ca1ne first postn11aster at the "Crossings of the 
Hockhocking." 

The settlers subsisted principally on corn
bread, potatoes, milk and butter, and wild 1neats. 
Salt. at the Scioto salt ,.vorks cost $5.00 per 50 
lbs.; flour $16.00 per barrel; tea $2.50 per lb.; 
coffee $1.50 per lb.; spice and pepper $1.00 per 
lb. 



OF THE REAM FAMILY. 7 

Having received fron1 Congress a tract of 
land on the Hockhocking in rettirn £or his open
ing up a roadway through Ohio, Zane, in the 
fall of 1800_, laid out the nucleus of a town; and, 
by way of complin1ent to a number of emigrants 
frotn Lancaster Co., Pa., he called it N,ew Lan
caster. It r•etained this nam•e till 1805, when, 
by act of the legislature, the word "N1ew" was 
dropped. 

To some readers the following incident will 
be interesting: In 1789 Charles Builder back and 
his wif.e Ruhama resided on the east bank of the 
Ohio, just above Wheeling. Having himself 
sent a number of · Indians to their happy hunting 
grounds~ he in turn was finally captured and his 
scalp taken. His wife w'as also captured and 
made prisoner nine months, when she was ran
som,ed by the commandant at Ft. Washington 
( now Cincinnati) and returned to her Virginia 
ho1ne. She afterwards married ·Mr. John Green; 
and, en1igrating to Ohio, they settled about three 
1niles west of Lancaster where she gave birth to 
the first white male child in Fairfield county. 
She died in 1842, surviving her last husband 
about ten years. 

lVI t. Pleasant, the rom,antic eminence about 
200 feet high just north of Lancaster, was called 
by the Indians the "Standing Stone". From the 
top of this mount a fine view is had of the ad-
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jacent country. Just ,vest of it is the noted cold 
spring fron1 the water of which the Indians and 
the earlv settlers slaked their thirst. It was ., 

here, also, that Emerson Bennett laid the final 
scene in his fascinating romiance the "Forest 
Rose". In this he depicts, in graphic language, 
the bold rescue of Rose Forester, an Indian cap
tive, by Lewis \Vetzel, the scout. and hunter, and 
Albert lVIaywood, her lover. 

I. ABRAHAM REAM, the first person by that 
name to settle in Ohio~ was born in Rean1.stown, 
Pa., in the year 1746. His ·wife's Christian nan1e 
was Rosannah, and there ,vere born to them 
fourteen children,-six sons and eight daughters. 
Of this number tw·elve were born in Pennsyl
vania. In 1798 ( some say in 1799, Catharine 
Ream: thinks in 1802), Abrahatn, together with 
his family, re1noved to Fairfield County, Ohio. 
His was the sixth family of white settlers that 
arriv,ed in the county. It is stated that he jour
neyed fro1n his Pennsylvania home to Pittsburg 
in wagons; from thence on a flat-boat do,vn the 
Ohio river to the mouth of the Hocking ( or 
the Hockhocking as the Indians cafled it). He 
then wended his way up that streatn in dug-outs 
or canoes as far as to its falls ( novv one mile 
above Logan) ; thence by land up the stream: till 
he reached a point on its banks novv kno\vn as 
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the Rean1's l\ifill. In this beautiful and fertile 
part of the valley he entered four and one-fourth 
sections of land. [Jonas A. Rean1, in "Scott's 
History of Fairfield Co., Ohio", makes in four 
and one-half sections] . The west half of section 
three in Hope,vell Tp. ( now in Hocking county) · 
·was bought July 22nd 1805; three-fourths of 
section 33, Berne Tp., Septen1ber 13th, 1806; 
( Isaac Schaeffer purchasing the other fourth) ; 
section 27, Berne Tp.~ Noven1ber 3rd, 1806; sec
tion 34, Berne Tp., December 16th, 1806; and 
the date of the purchase of section 28, Berne 
Tp., is not ascertained. These purchases. were 
n1acle at auction, sotne of ·which wer,e bid 
off against a Kentuckian, at Chillicothe, the then 
state capitol. 

As stated in the title deeds, they were "given 
at the City of Washington [ then follow the var
ious ·dates], Thotnas Jefferson, President, and 
J am,es l\1adison, Secretary of State." The price 
paid for som•e of the land first bought was near
ly four dollars per acr,e. For the rest $2.00., $1.50, 
and $1.2 S per acre. 

A111ong the first settlers to locate in the Ream 
neighborhood were the Stukeys~ Swartzs, 
Biblers, - Collins, Rudolphs, Crooks, Brooks, 
and Hefts. In the spring of I 798 those locat
ing where Lancaster now is, vvere Captain Jo-
seph IIunter, Nathaniel \tVilson, the elder, John 
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and AUen Green, John and Joseph MclVIullen, 
Robert Cooper, Isaac Schaeffer, and a few 
others. 

In 1804 ( son11e say 1809), Abrahatn Rea1n, 
being a miller by trade, built the mill which still 
retains his nam•e. H:e and his sons w•ere strong 
and fearless men. They were also great hunters. 
"The first winter the family were here'' says J. 
A. Ream, "they killed eighteen bears and twen
ty-seven deer; also nun1-erous wolves, wild-cats 
and panthers. A bear-skin was then worth 
seventy-five cents, and a deer-skin fifty cents. 
Deer-skins w:ere dressed and n1ade into panta
loons and 111occasins, and bear-skins were used 
for bed covers." 

Indian villages were still found in the valley, 
and the Ream men and the Indians so1111etim,es 
hunted together on the Hocking and among the 
adjacent hills. 

An interesting relic once owned by Abraham 
Ream1, and which has been handed down to pos
terity, is a curiously formied wash-bowl cu~ out 
of fine hard sandstone, for which, tradition says, 
he traded an old musket to the indians. Mrs. 
Captain Albert Getz of Lancaster, 0., is now the 
proud possessor of this relic of Indian art. 

i\brahan1 Rea111 ,vas also a n1an of some busi
ness qualifications. He was industrious, acco111-
111odating, sociable, and ,vas a member of the 
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Refonned Church. He died in 1824. and his 
wife in 1826. Their remains lie buried in the 
Ream graveyard. 

· The following nained were the sons and 
daughters of Abraham and Rosannah Ream: 

I. Eliza.beth, the oldest, was born April 4th, 
I 776. Was married to Peter Rudolph, Sr., who 
also cam.e along with her father fron1 Reams
tovvn to Fairfield county. Their children were: 

(I) Joseph, 

( 2) William, 

( 3) Peter, whose children w-ere Daniel-, Is
rael, Sarah, Catharine, Lovina, and Emanuel; 
by his second 1narriage, Ira, Frank, and Martha. 

(4) John, 

( 5) Abraham, 

( 6) Henry, 

( 7) Daniel, who had sons and daughters as 
f ollo,vs : Elizabeth, J an1Jes, Sarah, Wilson, Cath
arine, William, Jennie, Annj•e, Daniel, 'Rosa, and 
Isaac. 

' 

( 8) Samuel, 

( 9) Polly, who married Christopher Guile. 

( 10) Margaret, who married Jefferson l\1ix. 
and ~ 

( I I) D~lilah. who married John S. Short. 
,,. /.; 

Eltzabefh died April 12th, 1861. 
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2. Sanipson was born June 27th, 1777. \Vas 
married to A~na, sister to Judge Joseph Stukey. 
Their union was fruitful of thirteen children, as 
follows: 

(I) Jonas A.,· who n1arried Hannah E. \Vil
kison. To them were born Thaddeus Hector, 
Cadorsus Plantagenet, lVIoisten Constantine, 
Victoria Grace Ar,ena, Florence, Alice, Pocahon
tas, and Mary, who was a cripple. 

(2) Samuel took to wife Nancy Schisler. 
Their· children were nam1ed Sarah, Joseph, and 
Rachel, all of whom died young. 

(3) Noah A. married Nancy King. He af
terwards removed to California. 

( 4) Reuben R. married lVIary Steiner. Their 
children were Effa, Newton, and Monto. 

(5) Eli, and 
( 6) Absalom w-ere unmarried, and both died 

in the Mexican war. 

( 7) Elizabeth was married to George Wes
tenbarger. 

(8) Barbara was w•edded to John Fartig. 
· ( 9) lVIartha married Jacob .Poff. 

( 10) Joseph Adam died single in California. 
Three others died young. 

San1pson' s feats of physical strength and skill 
,vould lead one to conclude that he was not mis
na1necl. If he nev,er slevv a lion, yet his exploits 
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an1ong wild animals only a little less ferocious 
than the king of beasts, would, at least, lead orte 
to associate him with his Bible nam,esake. It is. 
related of him that with his dogs, accompanied 
also by his brother Absalom, ~,e chased a very 
large panther into a hollow log, and that with 
very long poles he forced it into close quarters 
at the closed end. He then cut an opening in the 
log and drew out its hind legs and tied them 
with hickory withes. - He then did the same with 
the fore legs~ and lastly he succeeded in tying 
the anim,al's n1outh shut. Assisted by his bro
ther, he then carried it hom,e and built a pen for 
it. But, one hot summ,er clay, when the beast 
,vas almost suffocating from; the heat, San1pson, 
thinking to do it- a kindness, dashed upon it a 
pail of very cold water. By reason of the shock 
it received, the panther gave a leap into mid air 
and fell to the floor dead. 

On· another occasion Sampson and som,e 
friendly Indians w:ent on a hunting expedition. 
Night con1irtg on, they enca1nped under a .large 
overhanging rock. - A fire was built, and each 
took his turn in acting as sentinel while the 
others slept. \Vhen it cam·e to Ream's turn to 
watchJ and as he was sitting by the fire ·with his 
unerring rifle at his side, he heard the rustling 
of Jeaves above· the rock; and, rightly divining 
that it ,vas caused by s01ne four-footed enen1y, 
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he grasped his gun and, stepping back a f e,v 
paces, he saw a pair of bright eyes flashing in 
the firelight. It proved to be nothing less than 
a huge panther sitting in a crouched position 
ready to spring upon them. With certain aim 
the trigger w'as pulled, and down tum,bled the 
great beast in the J?idst of the sleeping Indians, 
who sprang to their feet in great consternation. 
They at once realized how' narrowfy they had 
escaped from becoming· the prey of the animal 
now dead at their feet ; and, ever after that, the 
Indians wiere Ream's stead£ ast and reliable 
friends. 

Sampson was also somewhat of a genius in 
his way, but his gifts w:ere employed in such di
rections that he failed to accomplish any great 
practical results. To prev·ent moths and other 
insects from disturbing his honey-bees, he built 
a house with a very tall shaft into which holes 
were bored for the bees to enter and to pass 
down inside the shaft along grooves to the hives· 
below. His theory was that moths, so destruc
tive to the bees, would not travel so long a dis
tance to reach the hives. His apiary, however, 
w1as not considered a success. 

He was also impressed with the notion that he 
could invent · perpetual motion. H,e would se
crete hin1self in a roo1n which he always kept 
under lock and key, and would there exercise 



OF THE REAM FAMILY. rs 

his genius in trying to perfect so1ne machine that 
when once set in motion would continue in mo
tion perpetually, or until worn out. It is need
less to say that his ambition in this d1rection met 
with disappointment. 

San1pson is spoken of as being a kind neigh
bor, fearless in danger, and of a generous turn 
-of 111ind. H,e died Decemiber 5th, r 8 5 I. 

3. Rosannah was the third in number of the 
children of Abraham Ream, and · ,vas born De
cember r 1th, 1778. She 1narried John Pana
becker with who1n she had the following chil
dren: 

(I) John, who died in his fourteenth year. 

( 2) William, who married Rachel Kelly. 
Their children were George, Elizabeth, Rosan 
and Rachel. 

( 3) Abraham1, who was married to Eva Kre
iner. There were born to then1 Daniel, Susan1 

Eva, Hannah, Catharine and Mary. 

(4) Daniel. 

( 5) Rachel, who died in her eighteenth year. 

( 6) Samuel wias united in wedlock to Sarah 
Erick. 

Rosannah died Decen1ber 2nd, 1839. 
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4. Williani Reani was born Septe1nber 16th, 
. r 780. He was both a farn1er and tanner. vVas 
married to Anna Hess. Their children were : 

(I) Adan1, and 

( 2)) Lydia. The latter married Henry Ru
ble. Their children were Rosan, who married 
Jacob L. Rea1n,; Rachel, who married Daniel 
Panebecker; Elizabeth, who 1narried Calob 
Pierce; Willian1 ; George, who married Jane 
Buzzard; Henry, who married Lucy Younker~ 
n1an; Lydia Jane, who married Charles Gebe
line ; and one born dead. 

William· died September 30th, 1845. 

5. Julia Ann was born January 31st, 1782. 
She was married to Isaac Schaeffer, and had the 
follovving children : 

( r) Joabi 
( 2) Isaac, 
(3) John, 
(4) Delilah, 
( 5) Judy, an cl 
(6) Sarah. 

6. Maria Barbara, born October r 5th, I 783, 
was n1arried to Abrahan1 Schaeffer, and had 
born to them the fallowing children : 

( 1) Joel, 

( 2) Samuel, 
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(3) Abrahan1, 

(4) Jacob, 

( 5) Daniel, 

(6) Judy, and 

7) Nettie. 

7. Absa.lorn was born Decen1ber I 1th, 1785. 
His· children were : 

( r ) Rosan, who 111arried George W. Brooks. 

( 2) Abrahan1: and 

( 3) Absalo1n. 

8. Rachel vvas born Septen1ber 9th, 1787. Was 
111arried to Lewis Hershberger, but had no issue. 
Rachel died March 8th, 1854 and was buried in 
the Rean1 graveyard. 

9. Ada1n was born April 22nd, 1789, and died 
April l 1th, 1805. 

Io. Abraha.ni was born Sept~1nber 21st, 1791, 
and died in Michigan in the war of i812. 

r r. Mary ( lviollie) was born October 28th: 
r 793. lVIary was n1arried to Judge Joseph 
Stukey, and to them· were born: 

( r) Noah, 

(2) Abel, 

(3) Aaron, 

(4) A daughter ·who died in infancy. 
2 
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( 5) Solomon, ·whose children are Rosa ( 1nar-
ried S. VanDyke), l\!Iary Ann (n1arried lv1r. 
1\/[other-w,ell, but 110,v deceased), Elizabeth, ( now 
deceased), Z ,vir:gli~ ~alena, ( nc,v dead), and 
Ella. 

(?) Joseph, whose children are Willian1, 
Clara and E1nn1a. 

( 7) Daniel, who is the father of Edward, 
Albert, Willian1, Charles, Robert and Agnes. 

( 8) Rosannah, \Vho 1narried Rev. Rike.· Two 
sons, one named Joseph, were born to them. 
Rev. Rike having died, Rosannah then married 
Robert L. Sharp ,vith ·whon1 she had five chil
dren~ viz. : A.nna, Lee, Agnes, \Villiain and 
Robert. 

( 9) Mary Ann. 

(IO) Catharine, ,vho married Thomas Brooks, 
and 

(Ir) Andr,ew Jackson. 

12. George Reani was born Jun~ 21st, 1795. 
Died June 8th, 1833. He owned the farn1 north 
of the "Rean1's Mill" on ,vhich stood the large 
brick house. This landn1ark ·was ren1oved in 
1901. Being of a patriotic tun1 of mind, grand
£ ather ·offered his services to his country·. by be
co1J1ing Captain of the Third Con1pany, First 
R,egin1ent, First' Brigade, of the Seventh Divi
sion of the Ohio l\iilitia. His .marriage vvith 



OF THE REA~I FAr,IILY. 19 

Catharine Ludwick was fruitful of six sons and 
one daughter. Of these 

(I) Da1~iel, the oldest, was born· August 2nd, 
1821. Daniel owned the 111ill property ,vhich 
,vas carried on n1ost successfully while he lived. 
vV as first sergeant of the con1pany of which his 
honored father was captain. Hie ·was a ,vorthy 
n1en1ber of the Lutheran Church, led an exen1-
p1ary Christian life, possessed good habits_, and 
,vas held in high esteen1 by all who knew hin1. 
Daniel was n1arried to Catharine Osenbaugh, 
and to them ·were born children as follows_: Julia, 
vvho died in her twelfth year; George, who died 
in infancy; Levvis Melanchthon was born No
ve111ber 13th, 1845 and says he "considers hin1-
self no longer a spring chicken." Married Mary 
Eliz. Flout Nove1nber I 5th, 1870, to whom were 
born Joseph Willia111', January 2nd, 1874, (died 
October 18th, 1896), and Ida Adeline, August 
17th, 1875_. Daniel, brother to L. M. Ream, is 
still single. Clara Catharine, their sister, mar
ried Captain Albert Getz. Their children are 
Edvvard Ream, born September 18th~ 1870, and 
Paul Albert, born July 10th, 1882. Paul died 
l\Iarch 26th, 1903. Ed,vard R. ni:arried Vinzella 
Hardesty April 28th, 1892. To them ,vere born 
Edna Lucille, Clarence Daniel, Norbert George, 
l\Iary · Catharine, Echvard \i\Ti1lian1:, Raymond 
Howard. (These children, as ,vell as l\1ary C. 
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Crook's grar:dchilclren, and Estelle 1\/Ianon's 
grandchild, are the great, great, great grandchil
dren of old .A.braha1n Rean1.) . Elizabeth was 
the last born of the children of Daniel Rean1 and 
died voun·~. After her husband's death Cathar-., ~, 
ine ren1oved to Lancaster where she pass~cl away 
l\r1arch 5th, 1900 at the ripe age of 84 years~ 6 
n1onths, and 16 clays. 

( 2) Abrahan1, the second son of George 
Reain, was born Dece111ber I 7th, 1823. Was 
111arried to Sarah Btnngardner Septe1nber 9th, 
1847. The latter's natal clay was lVIarch 22nd, 
I 826. Their children are Solo111:0n, born J nl y 
2nd, 1848; 111arried Ida A. Lusk (born October 
12th, 1859) July 2nd, 1878~ and hav,e had four 
children, the first, a daughter, still-bon1 July 
24th, 1885; Alma Eleanora, born October 8th, 
1887; Sarah Lorne, born Dece1nher I 1th, 1890, 
( died at Stonington, Ill. January 25th, 1908, her 
ren1ains resting in the Rea1n1 graveyard) ; and 
Ruth Octave, born May 6th, 1896. l\1ary Cath
arine, only daughter of Abrahan1 Rea1n, was 
born 1\larch 24th, 1850; n1arried John S. Crook 
and to the1n were born Clara Alice 11arch I 5th_~ 
1871 ( died Feb. 14th, 1873) ; Clar,ence Theo~ 
dore. .August 4th. 1873 ( n1arried Lillie B. 1\!Ic
Cleery October 8th, 1895, to who111 w,er-e born 
J a1nes Edison August 3rd, 1896, Hilda Marvet
ta l\fay 25th, 1898, Mary Golda October 26th, 
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1899 [ died Dec. 22nd, 1900], Glenna Louella 
}\fay 12th 1905); John Franklin O·ctober 10th, 
1875, (111arri,ed Alice F. Boerstler· Feb. 4th, 1897, 
to whon1 were born Paul Earnest Sept. 29, 1897, 
Franklin Earl D:ec. 5th, 1900, Ralph Merlin 
August 10th, 1902, Charles Lester April 29th, 
1904, lVIary Catharine Sept. 22nd, 1905, Carol 
Raymond Oct. 21st, 1907) ; Calvin Ursinus lv1ay 
6th, 1878, ( 1narriecl Anna lVI. Hoffer June 14th. 
1899, to whom were born Gladys lVIay, l\11ay 5th, 
1900, 1\1:urriel Rose Oct. 28th, 1902 [ died Aug. 
6th, 1903], 1\1:able Irene June 1st, 1904, Lorne 
Ruth Jan. 13th, 1908); Charles R,eam: ]tine 10th, 
1880, ( 1111arried Aln1a E. lv1iller Dec. 18th. 1902, 
to ,vho1n were born 1\1:arie Elizabeth March 1st, 
1904, John Henry Nbv. 21st, 1905) ; Sarah Es
telle Dec. 11th, 1882 (died Jan. 21st, 1883); 
Lewis Ho1111er 1\1:ay 18th, 1884; Edwin Albert 
D·ec. 4th, 1886; W'alter Hale June 8th, 1890. 
Lewis Rean1 ,vas born March 10th 1853. Was 
1111arried to Caroline Seiffert ( nee Johnson), and 
to the1111 the following na1ned children were 
born: Clara An1elia July 26th, 1879 ( died in in
fancy) ; Edward I-Iershey July 6th, 1881, ( mar
ried Evalena An1es April 3rd, 1902) ; 1\/{ary 
Elizabeth Dec. 1st, 1885, (n1arried George Hud
son Nov. 21st, 1905, and to then1 is born one 
child, Ruth Lorne, Aug. 6th, --190~ ; George 

l'lt>7 
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Le,vis July 29th, 1891; Albert Lee Jan. 17th_. 
1895. 

Abrahan1 Rean1 ( 1ny father) died Oct. I 1th, 
1854, and his ren1ains lie buried in the Rean1 
graveyard. Fourteen years after,vards ( 1868)_ 
n1.other n1arried Daniel Strayer (born Sept. 12th, 
1812). To the1n one son vvas born, Charles E., 
Jan. 2nd, 1871. Charles 111arried l\!Iaggie R. 
Bovvers Nov. 12th, 1896. One child, Hazel Eve
lyn, vvas born to the1n l\!Iarch 7th, 1899, but died 
Jan. 12th, 1900. Mother passed a·way Dec. 7th, 
1905, and her remains repose beside those of 111y 
father. Stepfather died Feb. 3rd, 1891 and his 
ren1ains vver,e laid avv'ay in the Pierce graveyard. 
Thus n1y 111other ·was vvido\ved fourteen years in 
each instance by the death of her respective hus
bands. 

It affords 1ne exquisite satisfaction to be able 
to ·write in such con11nendable tenns, and to tes
tify to the excellent Christian character, of n1y 
deceased father. Taken away fron1 us by death 
vvhen I ,vas a child of only six years, I do not of 
course retain a very vivid recollection of hin1; 
but others who knevv hin1 personally speak of 
hin1 as being a typical representative of the best 
n1anhood of his clav. He ·was an earnest Chris-

.,/ 

tian, a kind Jlusband., and a loving father. His 
religion ·was a type that ahvays n1ade hin1 joy
ful and haitry. In answer to a letter ,vritten 
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hin1 by ·his cousin Reuben R. Rean1, there is a 
hint given us as to his contented spirit and happy 
disposition. In this reply he says: 

"With regard to my happiness you must know that 
I an1 of rather a happy disposition under all circum
stances. It is the proper conception we have of God, 
and His attributes not to think ourselves better than 
anyone else, nor worse than anyone. This, then, will 
keep us in a strict line of duty to ourselves, to our 
neighbors, and thereby to God. - - - - It matters 
not much where we live or where we die, we can rest 
assured that vve can lie down in peace to ri'se to meet 
in a happier and better world. - - - - The only true. 
way to happiness is to walk in the paths of virtue and 
honesty, and we may rest assured we will never regret 
the course. - - - Not the co111bined wealth of worlds 
is able to eradicate the canker speck of guilt. 

::.\fay peace spread her· wings o'er thy 1nind, 

prays your affectionate brother." 

.A.n1ong father's ·writings is also a paper . on 
'"Heaven a Place of Rest; or, It is W-ell." This 
is a beautiful and eloquent description of the 
glories of heaven, and the bliss and happiness to 
be there enjoyed by the finally faithful. The 
paper is inspiring to read ; but, ovving to its 
length, it cannot fittingly find a place here. This 
all sin1ply sho,vs the trend of father's thoughts, 
and vvhat the things vvere that ,vere uppermost in 
his n1ind. His hopes for the future ,vere ahvays 
bright: ·so that he fully realized that the con1-
plete fruition of an earnest Christian life here 



A GENEALOGICAL HISTORY 

111ust be the enjoym,ents of the sanctified in the 
life beyond. 

To the fact that father ,vas also a kind and 
dutiful husband my n1other likewise testifies in 
an affectionate ·way. In a letter to her sister 
lVIary, w1ritten lVIarch I 7th, 18 55, a few 111onths 
after father's death, she says,. 

"I can hardly tell you how I feel sometimes since my 
dear husband has been taken from 1ne. There is no 
one who knows what it is to lose a good husband till 
the trial i'S made. I 1nust say that he was one of the 
best men on earth. - - - It aln1ost breaks my heart 
when I think of him, and I long for that happy hour 
when we shall meet never to part again." 

Father was a faithful 1n,e1nber of the St. 
l\1atthew'' s congregation of the Refonned 
Church, and ren1ained such until the tin1e of his 
death. 

Fron11 data at hand the following facts are also 
gathered: When sixteen years of age father 
worked 461- five mionths for Rev. John Wagon
hals, and was paid at the rate of ten dollars per 
1nonth. For work done at the mill in 1840 he 
received thirty dollars for five 1nonths' work. In 
1848 he bought thirteen bushels of clover-seed, 
paying at the rate of three dollars and twenty 
cents per bushel; and 1'vo tons of hay at four 
dollars per ton. 

He was elected secretary and treasurer of the 
church consistory N ove1nber 8th, I 846. Rev. 
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Jeren1iah H. _Good, D. D., was then pastor. lviay 
19th, 1847 he ,vas elected deacon. vVas re-elect
ed lVIay 3rd, 1850, Rev. Brinkerhoff, pastor. He 
,vas elected elder July 13th, 1851, and re-elected 
lVIay 22nd, 1852, Rev. Henry \i\Tilliard 1 pastor. 
It is observed that in those days the subscriptions 
for the pastors' salaries ranged for the n1ost part 
from hventy-five cents. up to two dollars. In two 
instances only did the a111:ounts subscribed reach 
as 111uch as five dollars. One of these ·was fa
ther's, the other Henry Anes I-Iensley's. Father 
also held the offices of Township Clerk and J us
tice of the Peace. When t\venty-one years of 
age he ,vas also elected First Lieutenant of the 
Black Hawk Braves of the First Rifle Regi
n1ent. First Brigade, Seventh Division, Ohio l\1i-
1itia. 

Father owned the fann located one-half n1ile 
north of the n1il1, which he bought of a Mr. 
Daniel Wilson April 3rd, 1848. The fann ,vas 
forn1 1erly o,vned by G,eo .. W. Brooks, whose wife, 
Rosan, \Vas a daughter of Absalon1 Rean1. 

( 3) G~orge R,ean1, Junior, was the third son 
of George Rean1., the elder. The ·writer has no 
record of the elate of his birth, or of anv events 
in his life-history; but his death took place Sept. 
17th, 1842. 

( 4) Rosanna Rean1 ,vas born .. A .. pril 27th, 
1826. Vv as 111arried to \i\Tillian1 Stals111ith lVIarch 
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28th, 1844. Their children are John F., bon1 
Niay 3rd, 1845. l\Iarriecl lVIary P. vVelsh Oct. 
8th, 1868. vVillia1n H. born Jan. 7th, 1847; 
1narriecl En1111a Crun1ley Dec. 13th, 1868. Cath
arine Eliz. born l\Iai·ch 18th, 1849; died Feb. 26, 
1852. Charles E(hvin born Aug. 23. 1850; died 
l\1arch 11th. 1851. E111n1a C. born lVIarch 15th, 
1852; 111arried Henry Zangn1aster ( no\v de
ceased) Nov. 27th, 1870. Joseph L. born Nov. 
9th, 1854; n1arriecl l\'1innie Cotu~tright Jan. 12th, 
1887. Frank Luchvig born-; died July 15th, 
1861. l\!Iinnie E. and Callie E., twins, born Apr. 
14th, 1861. Callie E. 111arried Frank Sallee 
Nov. 26th,· 1886. (l\fr. Sallee died Jan. 3rd, 
1893, leaving two children, vVillie and Edith) ; 
l\Hnnie E. n1arried J. Luther Faler Dec. 6th, 
1891. 

The 111other died April 13th, 1878. and the 
father Sept. 7th, 1889. Their 111arried life ,vas 
spent for the n1ost part in Lancaster and Litho
polis, Ohio. 

( 5) Jacob Luchvig R,ea111 vvas born June 5th, 
1827. Was n1arried to Catharine Fulse Sept. 
7th, 1848 at Lancaster, Ohio. lVIoved to lVI t. 
Pulaski, Ill. in 185 r . and died there April 7th, 
1855 as the result of overtaxing his strength in 
lifting barn-tin1bers. Rosannah (Rose), their 
oldest daughter, ,vas born at Lancaster, Ohio 
June 5th, 1849. l\!Jarriecl Hugh Hunter l\1arch 
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30th, 1865. To the111 one child ·was born but 
cliecl young. Rose died July 2nd, 1904. · Cathar
ine Caroline ( I(ate) ,vas born at Lancaster, 0., 
F:eb. 10th, 1851. Has lived at Illiopolis, Ill., the 
n1ost of her life and is unn1arried. She follovvs 
the 1nillinery business. Louisa Susan ( W,eed) 
was born at lVIt. Pulaski, Ill., April 7th, 1852. 
\Vas n1arried to Taylor Dickerson Dec. 3rd, 
1873. N:o issue. .They live on a farn1 near Illi
opolis, Ill. In 1863 Jacob Rean1's ·widow mar
ried Boze Forcl. To the111 ,vere born tvvo chil
dren, Clarissa, ,vho died young, and Thomas 
~Iaurice born Feb. 5th, 1867, \vho_ is still. single 
and is a tinner by trade. l\!Ir. Ford died in 1882, 
and the \viclo,v, at a ripe old age, lives ·with her 
t\vo children, Toni and I(ate. 

( 6) Joseph Rean1 ,vas born June 26th, 1830. 
vVas 111arriecl, to Susan Braucher Nov. 20th, 
1851. to which union were born children as fol
Io,vs: Caroline Ealis Jan. 3rd, 1853; Catharine 
Estelle Dec. 12th, 1854; Joseph Ludwig. and 
Isaac Braucher, t\vins, Dec. 7th, 1856; John 
\iVillian1s l\Iarch 14th, 1858; Daniel Braucher 
.\pril 30th, 1860; George Evans l\'1arch 29th, 
1862; Susan \Vynn July 26th, 1866; Calvin 
Branson i\pril 13th, 1869; Frank Centennial 
June 16th, 1876. 

Caroline died Jan. 27th. 1854; Joseph Dec. 
14th, 1856, and Isaac t\vo days later; John Feb. 
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26th, 1861; George Jan. 4th, 1866, and Daniel 
six clays after-wards. 

Estelle 111arried lVIiles Pahnerton lVIanon I_, ... eb. 
15th, 1876. Their hon1e is in St. Joseph, l\[o., 
having lived there sinoe 1898. Their children 
are Joseph Henry, born Sept. 25th, 1877, is 
1narried and lives in St. Joseph; lV(artin Rean1, 
born D,ec. 5th, I 878, ·was n1arried and has one 
child~ Calvin, lived with his parents and died 
April 8th, 1908; Estelle, born 1\/lay 11th, 1882. 
is an artist and unn1arried; George Washington, 
also an artist, born July 4th, 1887, and died Dec. 
20th, 1906. 

\Vynn n1arried 1-Ienry Edwin Je½·el Jan. 2ncl, 
1888, but have no issue. They reside at Corinth, 
\7 ern1ont. An artist herself, she also teaches 
others the use of the brush. 

Calvin was n1atried to Nellie Loud Feb. 4th, 
1891. To then1 was born one child, Dicy, Aug. 
13th. 1892. While on their way to the World's 
Fair at St. Louis a n1ost heartrending railroad 
accident overtook Calvin and his little fan1ily, 
together vvith 111any others on the train. Calvin 
and his daughter Dicy and his ·wife's brother's 
child, Gertie, and 32 others were killed outright; 
vvhile n1any n1ore received injuries fro1n. the ef
fects of ·which they died afterwards. Calvin's 
,vife was severely injur,ecl, ancl, though for three 
111onths she received careful nursing in the hos-
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p:tal, yet she has never recovered fully fro111 the 
shock her syste111 sustained. The wreck took 
place at Warrensburg, l\1o., Oct. 10th, 1904. 

Frank, the tenth child of Joseph R:ea111, mar
ried for his first wife Linda Stout July 10th, 
1895. One child, Dorothy, was born to them 
Feb. 15th, 1896, but died the following October. 
The child's 1110:ther passed away in the 1nonth of 
.1.-\ugust 1897. For his second wife Frank n1ar
ried lVIiss Byrd_ Norfleet Jan. 3rd, 1899. To 
then1 were born lVIildred Lucill_e July 23rd, 1901, 
and J aines Norfleet lVIay 23rd, 1903. Frank re
sides at Butler, l\!Io. 

Susan, first wife of Joseph Rean1, died J au. 
26th, I 896. Mary L. Terpening becan1ie Jo
seph's second wife.Jan. 28th, 1900. Of the seven 
children of G•eorge Rean1 Joseph survived the 
longest. For a long tin11e he resided at Lincoln, 
Ill., where he was elected and served eight and 
a half consecutive tern1s as county treasurer. He 
afterwards bought and 111ov1ed on a far111 near 
Bronaugh, Vernon Co., lvio. Still later he 
bought a furniture store in Bronaugh. Joseph 
died l\1arch 2nd, 1901. The language of another 
·who truly appreciated his n1anly qualities, cor
rectly expresses the sentin1,ent of all who knew 
hin1, "a dear and good n1an has passed a,vay." 

Lewis was the seventh in number of the chil-
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clren of George Rean1. Of his birth and death 
no accurate elates have been. furnished .. 

Catharine, the ,vido,v of the elder George 
Rean11~ was af ter,vards n1arried to the Rev. John 
W agonhals. Their children are: 

(I) Catharine, ,vho ,1vas ,v,ed to the Rev. 
George Harter. 

( 2) Rev. Samuel, vvho n1arried Eva Schaeffer 
for his first wife, and for his second, Nellie 
Ha1nilton. 

(3) l\!Iary, who n1arried David Emmitt; and 
( 4) David, vvho died when about five years 

old. 

Grandn1other's death took place May 30th, 
1883. She was the mother of elev,en children. 
Her life was beautiful, svveet, and even te111-
perecl ; ,vas kind, considerate and a1niable; and. 
vvas lov,ed by all with whom she cam:e in contact. 

13. Catharine} daughter of Abraham: Ream, 
was born Dec. 17th, 1799. H,er marriage with 
Henry Anes Hensley \vas fruitful of five chil
dren, viz.: 

(I) Tobias, 

(2) Adam, 

(3) Jacob, 

( 4) Christian, and 

(5) Rosan. 
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C 1 . d' d N 1 QA A I at 1anne 1e ov. 9t 1. lu-+9· 111011g t 1e 
sons-in-la,v of Abrahan1 Rean1- H·enry Anes 
Fiensley survived longest. His death took place 
Dec. 26th, 1891, ag-ecl 86 years, and that of his 
second ,vife three clays later, aged 87 years. 

14. Sarah ( Sallie) Ream, the last of the chil
dren of Abrahan1 Rean1, ·was born Dec. 30th, 
1801; ,vas unrnarried, and died fro1n the effects 
of a stroke of lightning. Her age ,vas 18 years 
and 6 n1onths. 

vV e novv go back a f evv generations and bring 
up another line of the Rean1 family. 

II. ].Aeon REAM, half-brother to Abraham 
( sO1ne say a full brother), ca1ne to Ohio about 
the year 1808. ( J. A. Ream thinks about 1802). 
He located south of the Rea111's 111ill about one 
1nile. His occupation ·was that of a farmer. He 
had one son nan1,ed 

r. Philip, who owned and operated a sa,v-mill. 
Philip also had a son nam,ed Isaac. Another 
son of Jacob Ream was 

2. Jacob Reani, Jun. Jonas A. Ream's state-
111ent that Jacob L. Rean1 was a son of Abra
han1' s half brother is certainly incorrect. Jacob 
L. ,vas his grandson, and a son of Jacob Rean1. 
Jun. The latter ,vas 0~1e of four persons by the 
name of Jacob each of ·whon1, in turn_. had the 
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san1e wife. The wife's maiden nam,e was Re
becca Canode, and her selection for the fourth 
tiine of a husband bearing the name of Jacob 
would seen1 to indicate that she ,vas som,e,vhat 
partial to the nan1.e. Her: first marriage was 
with Jacob Johnson, then Jacob Eckert, then J a
cob Rean1, and last of all with Jacob Hine,-she· 
surviving them all. 

The children of Jacob Rea1n, Jun., were: 

( I) Oliver. 

(2) Susan, who married William Carpenter. 

( 3) Margaret, .who ma_rried John Carpenter, 
and 

( 4) Jacob L. · 

Oliv,er n11arried lVIargaret Branum. Their 
children w-ere George, Abraham, Jacob, Quit
man~ and l\!lelissa. Only the latter, a cripple, 
survives. Oliver died Feb. 26th, 1854, and his 
wife Margaret Aug. 18th, 1894. 

Jacob L. Rean1 was a Justice of the Peace. 
He married Rosan Ruble to whom. were born 
fourteen children, viz. : Lemuel, Laura, Urias, 
Rachel Rebecca, Margaret, M,elissa, Darius, 
Cyrus, Lydia Rosette, Ella, Jacob Eckert, Frank
lin l\!Iarion, Harvey Newton, Mary Elizabeth, 
and John Brasee. 

Jacob L. vvas killed in 1875 by a stick of tin1-
ber falling on him. 
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Fron1 the preceding it will be observed th~.t 
the Rean1 f an1ily vvas quite prolific; and, conse
quently, very nu1nerous in that part of the val
ley they helped to settle. Being "'-idely inter-
111arried, the relationship was quite a large one. 
In the course of tin1e, however, as the valley be
can1-e 111ore thickly settled, nun1bers of the1n re-
111oved to other and ne\ver pa1is of the country, 
so that novv the Rean1s 111a y be 111et with in near
ly all sections of the North and \Vest. ·So1ne of 
these, however, e1nigrated directly fton1 Pennsyl
vania or from Eurqpe, as the various spellings of 
the name would indicate. Five different ways 
there are of spelling the name, viz. : Ream, 
Reahn1, Riehm,, Rheem,e, and Reem,e. In Seneca 
C9unty, Ohio, several years ago v,ery nearly all 
of these divergent spellings w•ere insisted upon. 

3 
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ADDENDA. 

THE following infonnation regarding the 
Rean1 fan1ily has also been -elicited. 

( a,) Rebecca Kendig, of Le1ighton, Iowa, states 
that her grandfather, Andrew R ean1, of Rean1s
tovvn, Pa., ·was a tinner and coppersmith, and vvas 
also a drun1n1er-boy in the Revolutionary war. 
Daniel, son of John Ream, who was first cousin 
to Andrew, re111oved f ron1 Reamstown to Day
ton, Ohio, about the year 1835. 

Vinnie Rea1n Hoxie, the eminent · sculptress, 
and the wife of Capt. R. L. Hoxie, furnishes 111e 
with an iten1 of interest, and w:ell worthy of pre
servation. Mrs. Hoxie' s father's nan1e was Rob
ert Lee Ream., whose native city was Ream:S
to\\rn, Pa. She ·writes of a distant relative (her 
great grandfather's brother, she thinks) ·who, if,) with other soldiers, was taken prisoner by the 
British, placed in a large building, and vvas suf
fered to die of starvation. A 1nonument is now 
erected to their 1nen1ory in New York City. 

l\!Irs. Hoxie thinks there is no doubt as· to the 
fact of our kinship. This, to be sure, 111ay be 
son1ewhat ren1ote; yet it is believed that if all 
the branches of the · Rean1 fan1ily hailing from 
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Rea111stown could be traced back far enough one 
would be found who would be the great ances
tor of all. 

Since writing the foregoing a partially suc
cessful effort has been 111ade to trace the early 
history of the Rean1 family in the state of Penn
sylvania. To 1\11. C. I{illian, Esq., of Rea1nstovvn, 
Pa., I an1, largely indebted for kindly furnishing 
n1e vvith such inforn1ation as he has been able by 
diligent research to secure. 

Everharcl Rean1 was, so far as is novv known, 
the original ancestor of all the. R-ea111is in this 
country. This distant progenitor located in 
"Zoar", novv called Rean1isto\:vn, Lancaster Co., 
Pa., in the year I 723 or 4. N om1an B. Ream, 
a capitalist, fonnerly of Chicago, but no,v of 
N1e,v York, vvhose branch of the Rean1 family he 
traces back to R,ean1sto,vn, but vvhich settled in 
Son1-erset Co., Pa. over a century ago_, affirms 
that the Reams are of Gem1an blood. The name 
is probably derived fron1 a German ,vord m.ean
ing strap, or thong, or fro1n one meaning har
ness-111aker, and has the san1-e derivation as that 
of Rie1nann, the G,ennan 111athe1natician. It is 
not known, however, with that degree of posi
tiveness that could be desired, just f ron1 what 
part of Gen11any the Rean1s originally can1e. 
The follovving bit of history, ho,v,ever, ·with but a 
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single link left out, but which it does not require 
a reveler in in1agination to supply~ serves to con
fim1 the vie,v generally held that the Palatinate 
w·as their Old World ho1ne. 

After the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 
1685, Louis XIV. of France, instigated by his 
evil genius Louvois, 111inister of war; sent, in the 
year I 689, his 111ierciless troops urider general 
l\1Ielac into the Palatinate, a district of Gen11any, 
to seize that country and to extern1inate all the 
people vvho would ndtbo,v at the Pope's decrees. 
A sin1ilar invasion had already been 1nade by 
Louis under Turenne in 1674, ravaging the coun
try and n1urdering its inhabitants. Fron1 thedawn 
of the great RefonDation this people had accept
ed the Refonned faith; and as their territory lay 
nearest to Ro1ne of all the Gennanic States, they 
becan1·e n1arked victin1s of Ron1ish persecution. 
Bloodshed and devastation f ollovved in the wake 
of the French general. No \,vonder that in the 
Palatinate the na1ne Melac is even no\v given to 
curs only of n1eanest degree. Strippt:cl of their 
possessions, thousands of the people fled for rei
uge to other countries; n1any of the1n, by invi
tat_ion of Queen Anne, going to England. One 
colony of these refugees was, in I 709, sent by the 
Queen to Schoharie county, N e,v York. The 
state1nent is 111acle that they ,vere six months on 
the voyage and that sev~:.,_teen hundred of them 
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died on the passage, or soon after landing. 
'About this tin1e, also, another colony of Pala
tines, accon1paniecl by John Frederick Fiagar, 
a Refonnecl n1inister. arrived in New York. Ha
gar visited and n1inisterecl to the Reforn1ecl peo
ple at the Schoharie settle111:ent, _and probably or
f~anizecl the Ref or111ecl congregation there. But 
this ,vas not to be their per111anent hon1e. In the 
year r 722, after years of toil and hardships inci
dent to pioneer life, the hearts of these people 
·were saddened by learning that their titles were 
clef ective. Consequently they lost both their 
lands and the in1prove111,ents they had 111ade· upon 
then1. So, in the spring of I 723, thirty-three fan1-
ilies, under the lead o~/\Conracl W eis~~;e eel@. ---~ 
1'ratecl Indian interpret~, undertook, on crudely (/-
111acle rafts, the descent on the Susquehanna riv-
er. It is regretted that no record ren1ains of that 
perilous voyage. But as the territory, now coin-
prising Lancaster, Berks and adjacent coun-
ties on the left bank of the Susquehanna becan1e 
at about this ti1ne the inheritance of large nun1-
bers of these persecuted people; and as the Pal-
atines fron1 Schoharie seen1 without doubt to 
have settled in this san1e territory the san1e year 
( r 723) that Ever hard Rean1 settled in ,vhat is 
no,v Lancaster County, there is a strong pre
sun1ption that an1ong their nun1ber ,vas our 111ost 
,vorthy ancestor, and that he not only shared 
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their privations in this land, but that ·with the111 
he also endured persecution in the Fatherland. 

The Palatinate, then, one of the provinces 
along the river Rhine, seenis to have been, as 
near as can no,v be ascertained, the original. 
hon1e of Everharcl Rean1, the first settler by that 
nan1e in the N e1vv \V or ld. 

Rean1's arrival in Pennsylvania ,vas only for
ty-one years after the settlen1ent of the State by 
Wn1. Penn, and 1nore than fifty years before the 
Independence of the colonies ,vas declared. The 
population of the State at . that tin1e vvas only 
about 50,000, and that of all the colonies taken 
together only about 475,000, which ·was less than 
one-tenth of the population of Pennsylvania 
alone at the present tin1e. 

In 1725 a patent vvas granted to Everhard 
Ream for about 400 acres of land. Of this he 
conveyed to his son Tobias 54 acres, on a portion 
of ·which Tobias, in the year I 760, laid out the 
village of Rean1sto,vn. Henry Spiese of Read
ing, Pa., a direct descendant of Tobias Rean1, 
has still in his possession son1e of the old deeds 
given by the Penns to the Rean1s. Nothing i~ 
kno,vn of the dates of birth or death of Ever-· 
hard or Tobias Rean1. The ,vife of Tobias ·was 
Juliana, ,vho ·was born in 1738 and died in 1824 . 

. A .. n1ong the list of taxables in I 780 are found 
the follo,ving nan1es: Tobias Rean1, Aclan1 

~J-1...~~ ~'W~ru/Vf, ~I 

~ /(p'J / "7 z • ~ ~ AJ{lJIL.4iLll,,11,IQ - - -....,.. .., _ ,-lll..n--'~"", & • ~ 
I "I fol. . 
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Rean1, l\Iatthias Rea1n (b. 1726, d. 1789), Jacob 
Rean1. John Rean1, Anclre,v Rea111 ancl Ahran1 
Rean1, Jr., (b. 1746, cl. 1824). The last nan1ed of 
these vvas probably the Abrani ( .A .. brahan1) 
Rean1 \Vho re111ovecl to Fairfield County, Ohio: 
in I 798, and \vho \Vas half-broth_er to the J acol: 
Rea1n in the san1e list. The "Jr." \vonld indi
cate another older Abran1 Rean1, ,vho very likely 
,vas the son of Everhard Rean1, thus n11aking the 
Abran1 Rean1, Jr. a grandson of E.verhard Rea1n. 
The elate of birth of Abra1n: Rean1•, Jr. ,vill allow 
such a reckoning. The nun1ber of children Ever
hard Rean1 ,vas ·blessed with· is not kno,vn. 
From the date of the birth of l\1atthias it is rea
sonable to suppose that the latter was one of his 
sons; and. if ,ve assun1e, further, that Adam and 
Abra1n, Sr. ,vere his sons, there ,vonld then he 
four children accounted for. 

Of Tobias Ream's children, the following fc,J 
named are given : \ 

Henry, who was born 1759 and died 1840. 

Christian, ,vho went to son1e part of the West. 

John, ( some think a grandson of Tobias) ,vas 
a hotel-keeper and re111ovecl to Dayton, Ohio. 
about 1840. 

George vvas a ,vagon-111aker. 

Juliana n1arried Jacob I(ayfroth. 
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.Three other daughters n1arried severally lvli
chael \Veitzel, \Vn1. vVheeler and a l\Ir. Sarbold. 

Of the above, H,enry Rea1n had a son, Curtis, 
who ·was a Justice of the Peace. The latter was 
the father of Cyrus Rean1 (b. 1812, d. 1884-) 
vvho ,vas Notary Public, Census l\Iarshal and for 
a nun1ber of years treasurer of the Rean1stown 
Reforn1ecl Church. Cyrus' children ·were Oliver, 
Barton P., Jefferson and Eliza. 

The children of John, the hotel-keeper, were 
George, Emanuel, Daniel ( ren1oved· to Dayton, 
Ohio about 1835 or '40), Reuben and Edward. 
One daughter 1narried a Mr. Knauer, another 
vV1n. 1\!Iusser, another Louis Rutmer, and an
other a l\i!r. -Becker. l\1ary ren1ained single. 

(d \ lvlatthias, a son of Everharcl Rean1 as it is 
'I supposed, had nine children. The nam,es of none 

of these are positively known; yet it is reason
ably certain that 1\ndrew, Frederick and Samuel 
,vere an1ong the nu1nber. 

Andrew, a drummer-boy of the Revolution,. 
~ had children as follows : Samuel, John, Charles, 

A.nclrevv ( who also had a son Andrew J.) _. So
phia, Julia and three other daughters. 

-Frederick was born 1771, and died 185~, leav-
ing a daughter Polly. 

Sa1nuel ,vas born 1772, and died 1839. 

(/)John, the second son of Andrew Ream, was 
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the father of John, Sa1nuel ( who has four or 
111:ore sons in l\ilis~ouri or Iowa), Levi, Aaron 
and l\!lichael. 

The children of the last nan1ed John ( ? ) are 
D. Vv. Rea1n, one son in I(ansas and two daugh
ters in Chicago .. A son of-D. vV. Rean1, a den
tist at Chicago. belongs, if the genealogy is not 
at fa ult. to the seventh generation in the ances1-

tral line f ron1 the elder Everhc1rcl Rean1,-one 
generation less than are the children of Echvard 
R. and \ 7inzella Getz of Lancaster. (J. ancl the 
grandchildren of l\'lr. and l\Irs. J. S. Crook. 

A.s to- the descendants, if such there w·ere. of 
r\/dan1, the supposed son of Everhanl Rean1, the 
records are silent. It is known onlv that in 
I 780 he had arrived at n1an's estate. and ,vas a 
taxpayer. 

f n conclusion, let it be borne in 111ind by the 
present and after generations inheriting for their 
patrin1ony the Rean1 nan1e, that. ,vhatever be the 
pride of honorable lineage, of heroic deeds. no
ble lives, and acts well clone, after all 

"Honor and fame from no condition rise; 
Act well your part. there all the honor lies." 





Everhard Rihm, the son of Hans Andeeas 
Rihm, was born of a line of yoemen, in 
1687, in the ·Palatinate, Germany. His 
birthplace was the village of Leimen, 
near Heidelberg. (Publications of the 
Lancaster County Historical Society: Vol. 
XXXNo. 5.) 

The date of his arrival in this coun
try is not definitely known. He came be
tween the years 1716 - when his daughter 
.Anna Catherine was born at the German 
home - and 1718, when he was resident in 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. (Publica
tions of tl1e Lancaster County Historical 
Society: Vol. XX, page 161.) (Swiss and 
German Settlers in Lancaster County from 
1709 to 1730, page 438.) 

Everhard Rihm was granted patents for 
land in Cocalico Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania: 1725 - 400 acres: 
June 23, 1734 - 389 acres: Nov. 13, 1750, 
113 acres. 

There were born to him and his wife, 
Elizabeth, the following children: 

Jacob, m. Christina------, d. 1777, 
Donegal Township, -'-'ancaster County: 

To bias, m. Juliana Keller 17 58 ,· d .1810, 
Cocalico Township, Lancaster County: 

.Anna Catharine, m. John Leinbach 1735, 
d. 1803 at Bethania, North Carolina: 

·Abraham, m. Anna Maria Leinbach, d.--
John, m. Maria Eva----, d. 1784, Cocal

ico Township, Lancaster County: 
Matthias, m. Magdalena-----, d. 1789, 

Cocalico Township, Lancaster County: 
Andrew, m. Susanna Fiesser 1759, d.-

Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 



Nicholas, m. (1) Elizabeth Reiter and 
(2) Catharine Hartman, a widow; d. 1774, 
Cocalico Township, Lancaster County: 

Susanna(?), m. Daniel Difts, d. ----

An unauthenticated list of their chil
dren adds to these the names of two sons, 
Adam and Samuel, bringing the number to 
eleven. This agrees with the statement 
on the tombstone of everhard Rihm which 
said that he was the father of eleven 
children. 

On Feb. 15, 1759, Everhard Rihm and his 
wife Elizabeth made a partial distribution 
of their estate, dee~ing property to their 
sons - Jacob, John, ~icholas, Abraham, To
bias, Andrew and Ma.tthias. (Deed Books U 
p. 349: EEt p. 134, 135, 137, 274: P, vol. 
3, p. 484. J 

In 1760 Tobias Ream laid out a town on 
the land he had from his father. He call
ed it Zoar or Zohar but is was commonally 
known as Reamstown. 

Until the time of the founding of Reams
town the family had attended Muddy creek 
Church. It was now decided to have a 

""" church home nearer at hand. August 31, 
1?62, Andrew Ream, together with his wife 
Susanna, deed in trust an acre of land,
"that is to say for all the Reams families 
in General! and likewise for other good 
friends and neighbors in particular for a 
common grave yard and Buring Ground and 
also for the Buildings of a Dutch Protes
tant church that is to say a first Cal
venest Reforment and Lutheran, but no 
other under wath pretense or name, what
soever." 



Here Everhard Ream was buried - the 
stone erected over him bearing the dates 
1687 - 1762 

Abraham Ream, the son of Everhard Rihm, 
was known as the Tavernkeeper. He mar
ried Anna lWarie Leinbach, the daughter 
of John Leinbach of Berks County, Penn. 
(Notes on the Leinbach Family: ]ffrs. C. -M. 
Steinmetz.) The names of his children 
~nd the date of his death are unknown as 
ne died intestate and no account of his 
estate is of record. However, he is 
known to have had the following child
ren: 

Abraham, Junior, known as the Miller; 
Jacob, who followed Abraham to Ohio: 
Juliana, m. Jacob Rupp, Aug. 17, 1761: 
Andrew, m. Barbara Schwertztwaller, 

Ivfay 31, 1782. 
Abraham Ream, -the Miller, served dur

ing the Revolution in Capt. John Smuller's 
Company, 1'778, 1779 and in Capt. Andrew 
Ream's Company, 1780, 1?81, 1782, 1783. 

Jacob, his brother, served as first 
Sergeant in Capt. John Smuller's Company 
1778, 1779 and as a private in Capt. An
drew Ream's Company, 1?80, 1781, 1782, 
1783. (Pennsylvania Archives - Vol. VII, 
5th Series, pages 224, 276, 313, 316, 
257, 610, 882, 886, 902.) 

NOTES on ADDENDA PAGE 34. 
(a) 1. Andrew Ream, son of Abraham Ream, 

the Tavernkeeper. 
2. John Ream, son of Tobias Ream. 

(b) John Ream, the oldest son of Matthias 
Ream, Taken Nov. 16, 1776: Died in Prison. 



{Pennsylvania .Archives, Vol •. II, p. 182.) 

Page 39. (c) Will of Tobias Reazn: dated 
Jan. 8, 180? - proven Oct. 20, 1810 - Will 
Book L, Vol. I, page 215, Lancaster County 
Fublic Records: Children named,- Henry, 
Anna Maria, Barbara, Juliana, George, 
Christian, Frederick, John and Susanna: 
Grandchildren, Susanna and Samuel Werdenber~ 
ger, children of his deceased daughter,Cath
arine, who married George werdenberger. 

Page 40. (d) Will of Matthias Ream: dated 
Jan.· 13, 1789, proven Feb. 4, 1789 - Will 
Book F, Vol. I, page 92, Lancaster County 
Public Records: Widow, Magdalena; children, 
Barbara, wife of Jacob Ro~h; Frederick, 
Abraham, Daniel, Catharine, Molly, wife of 
Adam Lutz, and Susanna. 

Page 40. (e) Will of Andrew Ream, the 
drummer boy, the son of Abraham Ream, the 
Tavernkeeper: Will dated Sept. 26, 1842: 
Will Book T, Vol. I, page 560, Lancaster 
County Public Records: Children, Samuel, 
Rebecca, wife of Michael Raizor; fancy, 
wife of Abraham Kindig; Sarah, wife of 
Charles Smith; Sophia, wife of John Kraft; 
Andrew; John; Peter; Charles; Juliana, wife 
of Emanuel Wickle. 

Page 40. (f). John Ream, son of Andrew 
Ream, born 1800, Lancaster County; m. 
Lydia King;1821:- emigrated to Iowa, fol
lowing his sister and brother-in-law, Nan
cy and Abraham Kindig. 

Mrs. Arthur D. Lynn. 


