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SEouLD the reader of these pages be ready to gquestion the utility of
swelling this little volame by the insertion of so meny dates, ke may be
Informed, that identity of person or lineage hax been, und may be.
better ascertained by it; and considering that the Sociery’s Registry
of births and deaths is not so easy of access 3s formerly, it is hoped
that some convenience may accruoe from it to individuels on certain
occasions which may hereafter arise. 1t is highly probable that varions
Inaccuracies may be discovered, which it is hoped will be excrsed
when it is considered how great the difficulty i3 in avoiding them.
There are also some omissions, whick the Editor now regrets to discover;
but the information came too late in some instancas to be icserted in
the proper place. See page 32.







T0 THE
DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH
RICHARDSON.

Havixc long bad iz my possession a part of the materials which have
furnished matlter for the ensuing pages, 23 often as I have examined
them 2 perscasion has arisen, that, with some abridgment, the perusal
of them would prove interesting, and possibly convey some instructive
kints to many of yon, especially to those in early life. An additional
sttmulus has been sopplied by the frequent urgent request of my own
ckildren, to prepare a brief memcrial of my own beloved father, Joxy
RicHARDSOS, of whom they occasionally hear me speak with sentiments
of high esteem. Yielding to these inducements, an attempt has been
made to collect and arrange 2 fow fragments, both of the first of cur
ancestors who became nnited in Christian fellowship with the Society
of Friends, and also brief notices of their children. more particularly of
their yoangest son, Isaac, and IsaBEL, hiz wife, who were the parents
of my father.

I have long regarded a pions ancesty, most especially parents whose
lives were regulated by the fear of God, and who endeavoured to walk
in the true faith, and in obedience to His will, as amongst the choicest
blessings conferred upon us by Him who ¢ bath made of one blood all
nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determinad
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their babitation.”
Blessings of this character are in no degree at our command, nor under
our controul, and ought ever to excite in us emotions of reverent and
humble gratitude. Undoubtedly these blessings are amongst the talents
given for our improvement, to turn our feet into the way of peace. and
to enable us the better to promote the glory of God, and to fulfil his
graciocs designs concerning bis gathered church. For “ He will have
all men to be saved, and to come tnto the knowledge of the truth.”
He who crealed tke beavens and the earth. formed man for & purpose
of his own glory, and to show forth his praise. Therefore we shall be
beld accountable for the dilizent use and improvement of these. as of
every other gift ard talent ccnferred tpon us by our Heavealy Fatber;
2nd it case of neglect, our dnom will cadoubtedly be more beavy thas
that of those who have not Lezn so favosred.

Christ is the Rock of ages. What is required of us is to follow
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faithfel in varions degrees; but He is oor only perfest example. They
trained us to balieve in Him: te believe no? only in the precious records
of Holy Scripture concerning him, and the dealings of God with man
in allages; but they tauzght us to beliere ia tha? inward manifestation
of His grace and good spirit, 8 measore whereof is given to evers man
to profit withal; and in the inward revelation of his light, life, =nd
power, for ouar purification from sin, and from all unciearnness; as also
in the atonement which Christ made for ozr sins by his sctferings and
death, giving him-elf 2 ransom, that we might be reconciled nnto God.

But with respect to our parents: did not many of us also partake of
the sweet savour of their spirits 7 did we not at times feel somewhat of
the grace of onr Lord Jesux Christ presiding under the parental roof,
and therein taste a litde of sweetr spiritval communion? Oh! the
preciousness of these sensations! what an influence do they shed over
the minds of dear children, when a1 tires they are made sensible of it
through the softening influence of their Hezvenly Father'slove! when
parents, walking in the fear of God, in Christian gravity of dem=23nour,
In weightiness of spirit before God, dwelling in his love, lising to his
glory, maintaininz in the family circle a jealous regard to his honour,
and the exaltation of his holy name, by a vigilant circumspection in
z2ll thingx.

Is this too high an attainment? If we do not aim at perfzction, it
18 scarcely to be expected that we shogld ever attain it. *¢ The Lozd’s
arm is not shortened.” < Faithful is he who hath called you,” saith
the apostle, * who also will do it.” Yes, as you surrender rourselves
to seek the Lord, and to feel after him—to serve him with a perlect
and upright heart, and with a willing mind—you will thea find Christ’s
words true, that his voke is easy, and his burden light. How inesti-
mable i3 the prize of cor high calling—that neither grace, ner glooy,
nor any good thing, will the Lord withhold from them who walk
uprightly ; that there is laid up for us a crown of righteousness, an
eternity of glory in the hearenly Jerusalem.

Let us, therefore, lay aside every weight which impedes our prozress
towards that city—all those sins which most easily beset us.and roa
with patience the race set betore us—* looking vato Jesuy, the author
and finisher of our faith.” ¢ If we suffer, we shall also reign with bim”
in that kingdom which shall neser have an end.

Your friend and kinsman,
GEORGE RICHARDSON.

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 12 mo. 18, 1343.



SOME ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM RICHARDSON, OF GREAT
AYTON, NEAR STORESLEY, YORKSHIRE, AND ELIZA-
BETH HIS WIFE; BEING CHIEFLY COXNDEXNSED EX.
TRACTS FRCM A LETTER WRITTEN BY THEIR S0ON,
JOHN RICHARDSON.OF LANGBARF. NEARAYTON.TO
HIS NEPHEW JOHN, GIVING SOME ACCOUNT OF HIS
PARENTS, AND AFTERWARDS BY HIM TRANSMITTED
TO HIS BROTHER, ISAAC RICHARDSON. OF WHITBY.
WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JGHN RICHARDSON, OF
LOW LIGHTS, NXEAR NORTH SHIELDS. THE LETTER
IS DATED LANGBARF, 4ra MO. 7re, 1736.

THE writer states that his father, William Richardson, was
married to Elizabeth Wilson, his mother, at ¢ Lythe parizh
church,” being educated in communion with the Church of
England. Their marriage 1s thought to have taken place
about the year 1683.

Their iutercourse and conversation were with the more
sober sort of people: yet, observing practices amongst them
inconsistent with their apprehension of the will of God, as
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and manifested in the seeret
of their own hearts, they hecame convinced, thoush greatly
in the cross to the natural will, that it was beeome their
incumbent duty to be joined in communion with the Socicty
of Friends. They esteemed the favour of God of more im-
portance to them than the friendslip of the world. Though
subjecting themsclves, not only to scorn and derision, but to
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the persecution and sufferings to which the Society at that
period was exposed, thev were made willing to part with all
for Christ’s sake; and vielding obedience to Him, the Cap-
tain of their salvation, they became corquerors, by patiently
suffering, throngh living fzith in Him who first suffered for
them. Being helped, through the mercy of God, to walk
in faithfulness and integrity of heart betore Him, they be-
came useful members of the Sociery with which they had
become united.

William Richardson was by trade a tanner; and diligently
improving the little stock which bhe possessed, he was ena-
bled to make a proper provision for his large family, and
was well esteemed, by those with whom he had dealings, as
an upright man; and his son observes, that he might ad-
vantaceously have retired from business ten years earlier
than he did, and wou!d thereby have escaped much per-
plexity in his Jdeclining vears.

He remarks that his parents did not interfere much with
each others business, knowing that thev need not one bid
the other to do their best; vet they advised with each other
in atfairs of mowment, William ofien evincing a high esteem
for his wife’s judgment. Elizabeth, in adition to the na-
nagement of her houschold, aad nursing Ler twelve childrer,
appears to have taught most of thom to read and write
berself.

The writer speaks in high terms of his mother’s qualifica-
tions and circumspect condm* : “not In hurry or haste,
either in works or words;” dilizent in visiting and caring
for the sick—seldom leaving her own dwelling except on

such service, or in the discharge of her relizious duty.

She was called to the mimstry of the gospel; and whilst

she had often to declare “ that all Ty nature are children of
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wrath,” vet her fruits bore evidence that she herself had
been favoured to witness the new birth, and reconciliation
with God. She loved rizhteousness, and hated imiquity:
being an example that was safe to follow, of daily self-demial.

She had often to say, in the name of the Lord, ¢ My son,
give me thine heart.” JMale and female are all oze in
Christ. A divided heart will not do. He will not give his
glory to another. It is our interest, as well as our dut?, to
let Christ rule in and over us: we can serve none like him.
As her heart was filled with the love of God, she longed to
bave all filled with the same, and with love one to another.
This love, she often had to declare, is universal ; and under
a sense of the strength of it, which she witnessed in herself
to reach as to the ends of the earth, she would cry aloud,
“ All have heard; but all have not obeyed ;” settinz forth
how God, in his love, hath invited all, and even woo-
eth them as a young man waceth a virgin. But at times,
with sorrow, she would cry, as in the name of Christ, < O
England ! the land of my nativits, how often would I have
gathered thee as a hen gathers her chickens under her
wings, but thou wouldst pot ! And, in a sense of the ne-
cessity there was for all to turn to him, before theyv so grieve
him that his Spirit will no longer strive with them, seeing
also that he, as i1t were, weeps over us, as he did formerly
over Jerusalem, sayinz, “ O that my people were wise,” and
wonld “ consider the things that belongz to their peace, before
they are hid from their eves!” Thus she laboured, under a
sense that there was 2 great work to be done, and need for
many to run as for their lives; the enemy beinz lealing
1nany into captivity and death.

In great humility, she would at times plead with the
Almighty, that as the harvest is great, and the faithful
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labourers but few, he would be pleased to qualify and send
forth more faithful labourers into his harvest. Now, as her
mind was thus longing for the good of all, the Rstablished
Church of England in particular was at times in her view,
and she would express her regard t them, and hope for
many of them; thouzh they continued to perform several
ceremonies 1n 3 way she durst not. She well knew that the
first step in Divine worship ought to be in silence before
Him, who, though heaven be his throne and the earth his
footstool, yet unto that man will he look who is of a broken
heart and trembles at his word. And as she thus waited,
she saw that she was not to spcak or act, without faith to
behieve that what was to be done or said was agreeable to
his will ; being persuaded that if it were without faith, it
would only be sin.

She was much concerned at their manner of sprinkling
little children. After professing that the child is born 1n
sip, and conceived in Iniquity, they declare, after sprinkling,
that it is a child of God or of Christ: then they have some
to promise and vow that it shall renounce the devil and all
his works, with all the sinful lusts of the flesh, and keep
God’s holy will and commandments all the days of its life.
Thus they assume to themselves that which belongs to Al-
mighty God to perform. It must be by His power and
might, that any are cleansed and preserved from sin. The
Almighty bas given power to no man to cleanse his own
heart: but it is purified as man comes, in true humility, to
submit to be tauzht of Him that will always teach the hum-
ble; for if he thirk to do any thing as to his salvation, as a
natural man merely, it only separates from God—He beholds
such afar off.

“What can 2 little child do but cry?” Thus man, though
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he be ever so great, ever so wise, as natural, can never be
cleansed or preserved clean, but as he is kept under a sense
of his own nothingness. If he be truly baptized, it must le
by being brought into the state of a little child, which ean
but ery : these it is that the Father of mercy has compassion
on, and leads them to Christ, who takes them into hisarms;
and, by the strenzth of his out-stretched arm of love, he en-
ables his little children to become conquerors, through his
own power—not of themselves. For if a sense of our owr
need do not remain with us, we cannot be helped.

She plainly saw that, without the heip of the Great Bap-
tizer, no man can do any thing etfectually to cleanse himself,
much less make any child a true Christiaz. Man must be
converted, and become like a little child, or he cannot enter
the kingdom. Christ blesseth a man when he humbleth
himself, but never in any other state; the desire of such 1s
to do their Heavenly Father's will. But what added to her
sorrow, with regard to the doctrines of the Church of Eng-
land, was the consideration that theyv teach that, after the
child 1s sprinkled, and the sponsors have taken those solemn
vows upon them, they still commenly affirm that there is ne
living a day without sin; pleading for sin durinz the term
of life. She believed that God is not the author of such
confusion.

She -often repeated the language of Christ:—* Search the
Scriptures, for in them ve think ye have eternal life: they
are they which testify of me: but ye will not come unto
me that ve may have hife.” It is said, the letter kills,
but the spirit miveth life. God is a spirit; and none can
nghtly worship him but those who do it in spirit and in
truth. If any put their trust in the scriptures, vet will not
take up the cross io their own natural will, and in humility
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come to Christ, in living faith, and learn of him—that life
which has been quickered in them, and cannot be sustained
without feeding on him who 1s the bread of life—this will
languish and die, whilst they are trusting in the letter of
seripture. The word which Christ hath spoken judges and
condemns them.

The scriptures are the scriptores of truth, and testifv of
him who is “ the war, the truth, and the life.” He is that
Word which was in the beginning; by which all thinzs
were made; by which all the holy prophets spake and
wrote, before he, the Word, took flesh. But then 1t was
that the apostles and believers beheld his glory more sig-
nally manifested, as of the only begotten of the Father, fnll
of grace and truth. Many were made to confess that he
spake as never man spake. He told his disciples, < He
that i1s with you shall be in you;” that is, in all that
hearken to his in-speaking voice, to the end of the world.
The grace of God is universal : the call has gone forth to
the ends of the earth: all bave heard, but all have not
obeyed. He says, “ Behold, I stand at the door and knock :
if any man hear my voice, and open unto me, I wili come
in and sup with him, and he with me.” That is, we must
open our hearts in humility, and under a sense that we
can do nothing without the help of his spirit—not even to
pray ; for as saith the apostle, “ ¥We know not how to pray,
nor what to pray for, but as the spirit helpeth our infirmi-
ties”—even with sizchs and groans that spring from a sense
of our need of a Saviour. Unless he quicken us, we cannot
Jive; and if we are dead, we cannot praise God.

She laboured that all mizht know a death unto sin, and
a mew birth unto rightcousness. She remarked that John
was seot to baptize with outward water ; but she could not
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understand (though it was practised by the Jews) that ever
any other was. His baptism was an outward sign of Christ’s
inward and spiritual baptism, as he distinctly and emphati-
cally declared.

She saw that outward ceremonies had done nothing for
her. No high mountain, or lofty profession of God and
Chnst, could avail. It was but as the chaff, which the
fiery baptism of Christ, burning inwardly and fervently,
burns up and consumes. *“ One Lord, one faith, and one
baptisma ;” and that is the baptism which Christ sent his
disciples to go and preach, themselves being first baptized
with it. As Peter was teaching Cornelius and them of his
house, as he began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them,
before any outward ceremony of water was used. Christ
said, “ John trulv baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost;” and this was abundantly
fulfilled, and is so to this day.

But though she thus laboured to promote the spiritual wor-
ship, laying aside such outward performances as many were in
the practice of, without coming to the experience of the life
of true religion ; yet she had a tender regard for all such as
were 1n the way in which she had been educated, provided
they were careful to walk agreeably to what they professed.
They who thought it their duty to take the bread and wine,
in remembrance of Christ, she was careful not to discourage
in doing that which they believed their duty required of
them; vet she would have them tzke the apostle’s advice,
aud try or “prove all things, holding fast that which is
good,” and be carefnl not to act, in matters relating to the
worship of the Almighty, without faith to believe that what
they were doing was agreeablc to his will. She denied that
the priests had power to make the bread acd wine, to be used
on such occasions, more holy than 1t was before.
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It 1s cur duty, whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we
do, to do all to the glory of God. When we take food to
nourish our bodies, we must remember him, and be thanktul
for his favours, though in silence as to the outward ear.
Thus will our faith and love lie strenzthened.

“ It 13 not to be forzot the many blessed opportunities we
had with our Friends that were sent to visit us, from divers
parts of this and other pations, who were content to eat such
things as were set before them,” and who, at times, were
enabled to teach baptizingly. Then that saying of Chnst
was explained to us, “ Except ve eat the tlesh of the Son of
Man, and driok his blood, ye have no life in you.” Thank-
ful for favours received, we witnessed “the Spirit giving
Iife.”

Christ often compared spiritual things to outward ; but
many, unwilling to take up the cross to their natural wills,
or lay aside the actisity of seif, have run into confusion
about outward performances, until the meek, quiet spirit of
love, that has its reward for sutfering persecution, when that
is permitted, overcoming evil with good, has been so far
lost, that envy and hatred have got into the heart, in the
room of Christ’s spirit, and have deceived many, who, exalt-
ing themselves above the knowledge of God, have indulged
in the spirit of persecution toward those who differ from
them, yvet pretending to take the scriptures for their rule.

Seeing we know not whether the solemn call that shall
take us from this world will come at midnight, at the cock’s
crow, or at the dawning of the day, she often cried out,
“*Put not off makingr ready for it until a sick-bed ; for many
are taken, and scarcely have time to say, ¢ Lord, have mercy
on me,’ even if that was then in their mind.  On a sick-bed,

there Is enough to do to struggle with the afflictions of the
b()‘iy"7



9

She often pressed the practice of waiting on the Lord,
under a sense of our own nothingness, that so we might
witness our spiritnal strength to be renewed.

The writer intimates that he rarely saw his mother laugh.
She remarked that “ we do not read that Christ was seen to
laugh, but he was at times seen to weep. After laughter
comes sadness.” Yet she was often remarkably cheerful.
This appears to have been the habitual demeanour of many
of the early Friends: they were grave in their deportment,
and weighty in their spirits, walking in the holy fear of
God : their temptations, exercises, and trials were many,
and they endeavoured to dwell near the fountain of counsel
and of help, so that they were quick of understanding in the
fear of the Lord, watching against their souls’ enemies.

She was careful to discouraze evil communications, know-
ing that they corrupt good manners, and remembering that
it 1s said that * for every idle word which men shall speak,
they must give account in the day of judgment.”

She intimated that she thought some were too anxious
about the particular circumstances of that day of judgment
which is to come. The Lord has a right to rule and reign
continually in the heart: his judgment-seat is there. Let
us bring our deeds to the light, as our Lord said. Let us
wait to hear this Preacher, who speaks with a voice audibie
to the humble, attentive mind ; though the proud and co-
vetous will not listen. Let us be content to follow the
directions of this Heavenly Counsellor, even the Lord, who
made and upholds uws. It Is our duty and interest to cast
our care upon Him who cares for us, now and for ever.
Thus that great day will not overtake us unprepared.

Though she thus advised us, and had much care over us,
lest we should behave wrong, yet when we did amiss, she
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acted toward us as she admonished us to act one toward
another, and to all others; not to give one bad or cross
word for another, but to endeavour to overcome exil with
gool. Railing one at arother does but add fuel to the fire;
but a soft answer tums away wrath.

She also remarked that if one said a thing 1s, and another
that it is not, the one of themn must be wrong. To say, “I
will,” or “I will not,”—these were not to be in practice,
because of the uncertainty of 2ll things here. Therefore we
were to speak cautiously.

She oftener talked of the rod among her children than
used it; and if it was to be used, there was much endea-
vours tried to make us sensible of the necessity there was
for it, which often had the effect desired, without stripes, by
producing submission.

She sought to lead us to take pleasure in our books, and
in doing little turns that were innocent, though but of little
service, to keep our minds from running out after things
that would bring us into danger of doing wrong, or of
learning bad words—a habit that is sometimes hard to
eradicate.

We were not allowed to play on the First Day of the
week, being a day which Christians Lave set apart for wor-
ship and for religious improvement ; nor were we to play at
games of hazard, thouch it mizht only be for a pinora
cherry-stone ; as this tends both to promote the pride of
rivalship and a spirit of coveiousness. We were taught to
labour justlv and honestly with our hands, to gct a living ;

“but to keep our hands from picking and stealing, and our
tongues from evil speaking. Gaming leads us to covet
what we have not laboure] for.  Endeavours were used that
we might learn to bave as much pleasure in working as in
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plar, even when we were very roung ; teaching us how much
mv father and she had been benefited by industrious habits
and small earnings.

The writer expresses his admiration how things were
brought to his lively remembrance, one after another. “1I
think it is something from that Remembrancer that ske told
us would bring to our remembrance things for our good,
that gives me a view of things at this time, whilst I am en-
deavouring to shew her love to God and to all his creation.”
Often she advised us to come to God, and see for ourselves ;
reminding us of the Queen of Sheba, who came from far to
see the wisdom of Solomon, and whea she saw it, exclaimed
that the half had not been told her. So when contemplat-
ing the greatness of that Power that made Solomon and all
the nations of men, which vet are before him “ but as the
drop of a bucket,” she cried, * A greater than Solomon is
here.” See but his glory, and all the wisdom of man will
be laid in the dust. Whatever we are more than dust, is
by the strength of his power who endued Solomon so won-
derfully. Come, therefore, and see for yourselves.

She also spoke at times instructively respeciing Adam,
who was made as lord over the rest of the creation, whilst
he was willinz to be taught and to walk in obedicnce to the
Almighty that made heaven and earih, the sea, and the
fountains of water. He was instructed how to govern him-
self aud the lower creation. He had pleasure in ictercourse
and communion with God in paradise. e had all he de-
sired, only aiming to do and be as Ged directed him. But
~hen pride entered his heart, he acted without waiting to
know his Lord’s mind ; he yielded to temptation, and began
to feed upon the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge.
Then he was afraid, being self-condemacd, when he heard
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the Lord’s voice. He assumed to be lord himself: so he
lost that life of pleasure which he had before enjoyed, in
doing and ruling according to the will of God. Thus run-
ning into disobedience and cornfusior, he was driven out of
paradise, and became like a servant to wbat he had been as
lord over. Thus it is that many men toil now amongst the
things of this world, as if they mighbt enjoy them for ever.
They lose that contented life of the obedience of faith, in
doing as directed, as all do when they value any thing more
than Christ; some run eagerly after one thing, and some
another, as though they might live here for ever.

Many opportunities we had, in which we were made sen-
sible of the favours we enjoved in a variety of ways. I may
oot forzet how thankful my mother often was, that all of us
had the use of all our members, and were in a likely way to
work for our livelihood, which she regarded as the safest
situation in this life; only to have something whereby we
might be rather helpful than needful.

Providence bas so far answered our mother’s care and re-
quests for us, that wherein I have been or done amiss, it
has been my own fault. One thing I may say I have come
short of my duty in : that is, in not going to week day meet-
ings, when I have let little things hinder me. I did not
feel condemned.when those hindering things could not weil
be avoided. But when, on examination, I have found that
by rising a little earlier, or being a little later at night,
which I could have dispensed with doing for a very small
worldlv affair, I might have got to mecting,—then I cannot
help placing judgment on myself; hecause it then appeared
that I had been setting a greater value upon a few trifling
things, than upon that Power that made me of the dust of
the earth, and upholds this tabernacle of clay by the same
eternal power.



13

She ofien lamented over the wickedness practised by
many on those called holidays, and that, under pretence of
the day being holy, they should indulge in sin more than
at other times.

A remarkable instance occurred of the faithfulness, dedi-
cation, and foresight of this exemplary woman. 1Yhen her
husband saw their family had become very large, he felt
desirous to aid their means of livelithood by adding malt-
making to his tanning business. He therefore buiit a malt-
kiln, and provided the other conveniences for carrving on
that business, for which his tannery was conveniently sitn-
ated. He had not much capital, but could easily borrow as
much as he needed. But though things thus looked, for a
time, very promising of advantage, the writer observes,
““ This wmalt trade was soon overturned; for our mother, as
1t was her dail¥ care to wait to know what to do and what
to leave undone, she thouzht 1t her duty to advise her hus-
band to let go that prospect of profit, thourh it seemed con-
siderable, and nced of it to bring up so great a family. I
can remember (though thy father® and I were voungz, and not
fit to go any where with a horse) of her sayinge to our futher,
¢ If these lads live, and it :this malt trade be kept on, thev
likely may be sent to ale-bouses with malt; and if thev
should get a habit of drinking, what will 2ll we can get
signify 2 Let we part with 1t. I have no fear but that
Providence will provide for us and them, if we do as we
ought; so let us be content with the tanning trade.” ”

Now the proceedings of Wiilium, m relerence to the malit
trade, appear to have been noticed by his neighbours, and
much commended as a prudent movement. This led to
some reasoninT. Qur well-wisliers may say, “There Is no
rezard to the family,” if we undo what we have done. But

~

®The letier s -t ad?roxe0d to bis nephew, Jokn,

C
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Elizabeth reasoned thus: “ We must not mind what the
world will say: thev can say no worse of us than thev did
of Chnist. I think 1t 1s His will for us to leave it off ; and
if we can bur do His will, rone can make us afraid; we
need not fear what the world can sayordo. If He is on our
side, the world cannot hurt us; if He 1s against us, the world
cannot belp us.” Now, as I sald before, my fatlier believed
that what she advised was to be done, it he intended to do
well ; so, as nothing less than making all things uscless for
malt-making would do, the dryinz place for mzlt was made
into a dwelling house—the chamber where the barley was
a bark chamber—the lead cistern was taken to tan leather
in—the malt chamber, to lay corn in—and as chambers at
that time were not so plentiful amongst farmers as they now
are, and there happening that vear to be a very plentiful
crop of wheat, and the price very low, the farmers pressed
on my father to buy their wheat, as they knew he had a
great family, and good chambers to store it in. He bought-
freely, at about two shillings the bushel, of exceeding good
quality, as much as his chamber would hold, which proved
well ; for, at the next harvest, the weather was so wet that
much was wasted, and the quality bad of much that was
saved, and the price rose to seven shillings the bushel.

This was regarded as a providential blessing upon their
faithful obedience to manifested duty. “But 1t appears
there was a care that earthly prospernty should not unduly
elate, an¥ more than the world’s frowns cast down.”

It haprened, very remarkably, that suddenly things took
an unfavourable turn for the taaning trade, whick involved
the family in trouble and perplexity, that being their only
vistble means for a livelihood.

A duty was laid upon leather; and the government re-
quired 2n ozth to Le tuken on cntering leather, when taken
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out of the pit to dry. At the request of some Friends, the
government had eranted a form of affirmation, in lien of an
oath, with which many Friends were dissatisfied, but ¢ which
my father took once or twice; but he became uneasy with
it, and ihe more he considered it, the worse he liked it.”
This soon became a close trial. It appeared as if either the
command of Christ must be broken, or he must leave off the
tanning trade; as it appeared as if, in a little time, all the
stock they had would be taken away for fines, on account of
their not submitting to the law.

What made things more trving was, that the justices and
officers upbraided Friends for not accepting the form of af-
firmation which the government had granted. I cannot
forget one individual in particular, what high looks he had,
when he came to take away leather to answer the fines for
not swearing. My mother beinZ near, he directed his speech
to ber, upbraiding her, ond saying that we would nelther
obey magistrates nor Christ. * What !” says he, “ there are
bat two sacraments, and you deny them both.” But 2 few
words from her, calmly spoken with an inrocent look, put
him to silence ; though, with the officer of excise, he evinced
a covetous disposition. My father was brought before the
Jjustices time after time; to whom it became manifest that
it was only for fear of ofending Geod that he suffered : for
the officers several times declared that they believed that
my father did not attempt to defraud the king, as they were
persuaded some who swore did.

The case now bezan to affect the thouzhful part of the
neighbours, as my father was well esteemed by ail classes.
Christ's cormmand acainst all swearing is clear and positive.
My mother said, * Dare we call upon the Almighty like as
to be a witness on every worldly concern, seeing he will not
hold them cuiltless who take his name in vain? and 3ll
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swearing is in vain”—not needed by upright men, and does
not bind others. Another thing that inereased their trial
was that thev had some money borrowed, at six per cent.,
which was as common ther as three pounds ten shillings is
now ; for as the little thev had to begin the world with in-
creased, their trade increased also, so that they were still in
debt ; and though none appeared to have any fear of losing
by them, yet it increased their trial in this time of sutfering,
for the fines were repeated from time to time, for which
their leather was taken away, until about one-third of what
they possessed of their own was gone. Thus things looked
so hard, that had there not been a willingness wrouzht in
their minds to offer all up, casting their care upon the Lord
alone, who never fails those who put their trust in himn, they
would not have been able to sustain the tnal. They bad
some thoughts of giving up the trade, fearing lest they
should fall short of paying their just debts; but my mother,
still having strong confidence in Him that never failed
her, could not give way to that a2lternative, as long as they
had any thinz they could call their own; because she
thought a ditferent course would arise from an unwillingness
to part with a!l for Chnist’s sake.

Through this case of suffering, with many others of like
nature, being pressed on the attention of those in power—
both by Friends themselves and by many persons of influence
who observed the hardship of their case, the government and
legislature were induced so to alter and modify the Affirma-
tion Act, that Friends got much relief.

« Thus the Lord, by his over-ruiinz providence, was pleased
not only to make way for the relief of their family from this
oppression, but now their outward affairs so prospered, that
1 a few years they had more of this world's wealth than they
had ever possessed before. It seewed a confirmation of that
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saving, that ,,all things work tozether for cood to them whe
love and fear God.”
In 2 few years, Elizabeth’s natural strength began to fail.
but her strength in Christ appeared to increase, so that she
aised her voice in her Lord’s service as strongly as ever.
Having a sight ard sense that her time here on earth would
not be long, she laboured with all her might, from time 10
time, in the exercise of her ministry. On some of these oc-
castons, she signified that she did not know that she would
harve the like opportunity azain, desiring that we mizht wait
on him, the Lord, who had rever failed her in time of need :
ssuring us, from her own experience, that His strenath and
His love was such, that though, for the trial of our faith, he
may suffer us to go as through the fire, the fames should not
kindle upon us, or through the waters, the floods should not
overwhelm us. None can pluck us out of Christ’s haed, for
he never fails them who put their whole trust in him.  She
reminded us of those worthies, recorded in the scriptures of
truth, which she very highly valued, as being left for our
nstroction and encouragement. God is as able to succour
and to save his children now, 2s he was in the time of Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Job, Samuel, Darid, or Daniel, if we will
but put our trust in Him as thev did.  She was carelul mn
keeping up the practice of frequently reading the seriptures:
vet at times she cricd out with sorrow of heart, in the name
of the Lord, “ Woe unto them that take counsel, bat rot of
me.” Too many call thie seriptures the Word of God, but
take up their rest in readiny or hearing tell of tiie Lord’s
" dealings with the children of man, of former times, Lut neg-
lect to obey the voive of that Word nich in the Leart, winch
15 quick and powerful, and thus endanzer their salvetien for
want of submitting to this Word, which is Clhrizt, by his
spirit, in man. The law was given by Moses, but grace and
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truth caine and comes by Jesus Christ. It was by the spirit
of Christ that Moses wrote the Iaw; and we, who read the
seriptures, must have a measure of the same spirit, in order
to be rizhtly benefited by them. Except we depend upon
the same spirit which taught the Lord’s ancient worthies, and
be willing in true humility to be taught by 1t, woe 1s unto
us. The elders who obrained a good report, recounted by
the apostle, had nothing they could safely depend on but the
Lord alone. His arm is not shortened that he cannot save,
neither is his ear grown heavy that he cannot hear; and
woe 13 to all them that neglect so great salvation as is
offered to us, by which the power of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who gave himself an offering for our sakes, is also revealed
in our hearts, to make an end of sin, and finish transgres-
sion. There is no other name given under heaven, among
men, whereby we can be saved ; and his power is savingly
known by its mighty operatioa in our hearts, for our punfi-
cation and redemption.

The writer of the letter concludes the memorial of his
mother thus: “I think I may say she was a favourite of
heaven ; and, to the end of her days, she was careful to
make good use of the interest she had there, for our good:
and not for ours only, but many times for the salvation of
the children of men to the ends of the earth.”

It is to be regretted, that in the manuscript, no other dates
are furnished but that of the letter of introduction.



19

Elizabeth Richardson, described in the foregoing pages,
appears to have departed this life in the vear 1718, and her
husband William Richardson, 4 mo. 29, 1740, he being about
80 years of age.

The following particulars have been collected respecting
their family, which will be interesting to many of their de-
scendants, of whom 317 were ascertained to be living in the
year 1839, and probably they are equally numerous at the
present time.

Maey, born 1684, married John Ward, of Whitby, 1 mo.
9, 1707, died in 1718. Their children were Gideon, Rachel,
Hannah, and Jael. Jael is said to have married Pick-
ering.

Evizagera—died 1 mo. 11, 1715, at Ayton, unmarried.

Racrer—born 2 mo. 20 or 26, 1€90, married Franecis Hus-
band, 6 mo. 20, 1713. Their children were Francis, Rachel,
Hannah, and Catherine. Catherine married Jeremiah Hen-
derson, 8 mo. 16, 1759, and had a son, Robert, born 9 mo.
15, 1760, who was lost 1n a small boat during a storm, on
the coast of Northumberland, near Alemouth.

AxN—died young, 11 mo., 1637.

Reeecca—married Timothy Chadwick, 7 mo. 20, 1719, and
after his death, Joseph Gaskin. Her daughter Elizabeth
married Waller, of London, and left a daughter Joan.
Rebecea’s danghter, Ann Gaskin, married Jacob Branting-
ham, of Darlinzton; and their dauchter married John At-
kinson, of Kendal.

Saran—marricd Isaac Brown. They had two daughters,
who died single.

Jeny—born 10 mo. 3, 1698, married Lydia Vazie, daugh-
ter of lenry and Mary Vazie, of Whitby. It is said that
the Langbarf Estate vas left to him by bis father’s brother
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John, who appears to have died 9 mo. 30, 1735. He setiled
at Langharf. He was the writer of the afore-mentioned ae-
count of his parents. e appears to have died 3 meo. 2,
1786, aged 88 vears. His children were John, Lydia, Wil-
liam, Henry, and Mary. Jobkn, Lydia, and Mary died un-
married. William, born in 1736, married Mary Muskert, of
Norfolk, and died 11 mo. 13, 1826, aced 90 vears. Their
children were Mary, who married William Brown, of North
Shields, and left several children; Elizabeth, who married
Thoraas Loy, a surgeon, of Ayton.—She yet survives, and
has two sons. John married Jane Procter, of North Shields,
who died, leavinz seven children. He next married Han-
nah Procter, of Selby: thev both survive.

John and Lydia Rici:ardson’s son Henry, bora about 1740,
married Elizabeth Thornhill, 2 mo. 20, 1772, and died,
without leaving issue, at Avton, 10 mo. 31, 1813, aged 78.
He was esteemed as an elder in the Societs.  His wife, Eli-
zabeth, died at Avton. 9 mo. 8, 1813.

Wiiinav—born in 1700, settled at Avton, and married
Mary Robinson, of Rainton, 9 mo. 13,1722. After his wife’s
death he marrted Mary Thorrhill, 4 mo. 7, 1772, and died
10 mo. 16, 1794, azed 91 vears. His son John was born 6
mo. 27, 1723, and appears 1o have been the individual to
Whom his uncle John originaliv addressed the memoir of his
parent:,—-bemc on the occasion of the birth of lis nephew’s
dauchter, camed Elizabeth. Iis wife was Racliel Snowdon.
Their children were Elizabeth, Hannah, Rachel, and Mary.
Rachel married Isaae Martin, who left two sons and a daugh-
ter. Mary married Philip Iesletine, two of whose sons vet
survive.  His son William was born 9 mo. 20, 172%; Ni-
cholas, 7 mo. 23, 1730; Beniamin, 4 mo. 16, 1733 : Mary, 4
mo. 23, 1739.  Nicholas martied Dorothy Kiidale. Their
childrea were Esther, who married W, Stickney; Rachel,
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who married Wm. Rowntree; Hannah, who marmed Wm.
Brown. These three sisters have all left offspring, some of
whom are yet living. William’s daughter Mary marned
Caleb Webster.

MagTHAa—born 3 mo. 1, 1703, died of the small-pox about
1712.  She is described as a peculiarly intelligent and
amiable girl.

Haxyag—born 5 mo. 16, 1705, married Daniel Fossick,
of Welburr, near Northallerton, 3 mo. 5, 1725. There is
some account preserved of three of their children, viz., Lydia,
Haunah, and Samuel. Lydia married James Masterman,
of Welbury. Hannah married another James Masterman,
and they lived during several of the latter years of their lives
at Stockton. Their daughter Elizabeth married Caleb Flet-
cher, of Kirbr-moorside; and their son Caleb, and dauchter
Hannah, the widow of Jokn Scarr, vet survive at York.—
James and Hannah Masterman’s dauchter Hannah became
the wife of Isaac Stephenson, a highlr-esteemed, laborious
minister in the Societs. In the latter vears of their lives,
they resided at Manchester, where Hannah yet survives, as
also do her three children, Ilannah, Isaac, and Elizabeth,
who married Shipley Neave: they have several children.—
Isaac ond Hannah Stephenson’s daughter Sarah married Jo-
seph Rowntree, of York. They buth survive, azd have four
children. Joseph is well known in the Society.

Dauiel and Hannah Fossick’s son Samuel settled in Lon-
don as a tin-plate worker, and married Sarah Marrishall.
Of their three ct:ildren—Sarah, I{annah, and Samuel—Sa-
r2h mazried Samuel Southall, and died without 1ssue.
Hupnah married William Bennett, a tea-dealer.  They left
two children, viz., Hannzh, who married Thomas Bevzan,
M.D., and has scveral children.  He is deceased.  Skeisan
2cceptable minister in the Society.. William married Eliza-
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beth Trustred, and has several children. He 2lso was 3

tea-dealer, and vet survives.

Samuecl, the son of Samuel and Sarah Fossick, of London,
married Sarch Lucas, and left several children. Afier Ler
husband’s decease, she removed to Darlington. Their daugh-
ter Sarah married John Beaumont Pease : they have several
children.

Elizabeth married Frederick Backhouse; thev settled at
Stockton. They also have several children.

Samuel, their son, remained in London, and married El-
len Gawne; and their sons, Willlam and George, remain
unmarried.

Issac—born 10 mo. 18, 1707, settled near Whitby as a
tanner, and married Isabel Vazie, the daughter of Henry
and Mary Vazie aforementioned, 2 mo. 13, 1732. She was
born 5 mo. 28, 1704. Isaac was an acceptable minister,
and died 9 mo. 10, 1780. Isabel was also a valuable mi-
nister, and died 5 mo. 9, 1789. See a further account of
them and of their family, page 24.

Lypra—borm 11 mo. 3, 1710, married Richard Richard-
ton, of Hull. They first settled at Whitby, and afterwards
removed to Darlington, where be died, 4 mo. 5, 1764, aged
77 years. Lydia survived her husband many vears, being
near 90 when she died, 6 mo. 10, 1802,

Their dauzhter Mary, born 7 mo. 28, 1736, married Jo-
seph Pease. She was a minister, and died 7 mo. 17, 1821.
They had several children, of wwhom Edward vet survives.
He married Rachel Whitwell, of Kendul, who also became
an acceptable minister, and died suddenly at Marnchester,
10 mé. 18, 1833,  Of their larze family, there are vet living
John, Joseph, Nachel, Elizabeth, and Hears.

John marriel Sophia Jowitt, of Leeds. They are both
useful ministers, and have two children.
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Joseph married Emma, the daughter of Joseph Gurney,
of Norwich. They have a larze, hopeful family.

Rachel married Richard Frr, of Bristol.

Elizabeth married Francis Gibson, of Saffron Walden ;
and they have two children.

Henry married Anna Fell, daughter of Richard and Mary
Fell, of Usbridge. He has a son.

Isaac, died of consumption when about 20 vears of age.
There is an interesting account of him in the 1lth par: of
“ Piety Promoted,” page 354.

Joseph, the other son of Joseph and Mary Pease, married
Elizabeth, the daughter of John DBeaumont, of London.
They left two children, viz., John Beaumont Pease, who
married Sarah, the daughter of Samuel and Sarah Fossick
aforementioned ; and Elizabeth, who vet survives. He af-
terwards married Anna Bradshaw, of near London, a native
of New Town near Belfast, who also survives.

Mars, the daughter of Joseph and Mary Pease, died un-
married. Their daughter Elizabeth married John Hustler,
of Bradford, but left no 1ssue.

Richard and Lydia Richardson’s son, Robert, married
Caroline Garth. They had a large famtly, of whom their
son Thomas yet survives, well known as hzaving been a suc-
cessful London banker, and who has been diligently occupied,
mn his advanced age, in promoting education, and other be-
nevolent objects. Their daughter Jane, tke widow of John
Gilbert, of Newcastle, also survives.



SOME FRAGMENTS RELATIVE TO ISAAC AND ISABEL
RICHARDSON, OF NEW TAN HOUSE, NEAR WHITBY.

Isaac Bicuazpsox was the voungest but one of the twelve
children of William and Elizabeth Richardson, of Great
Ayton, in Cleveland, and was born there 10 mo. 18, 1707.
He was deprived of the vigilant oversight and iastructive
conversation of his valuable mother when he was about ele-
ven years of age. He was of a lively disposition ; vet the
pious counsel and useful zdvice which he had received from
her, remained with him, often springing up in his mind in
a manner, which, being accompanied with a precious visita-
tion of Divine love, softeninz his heart, tended, in a zood
degree, to preserve him from evil.

Being placed as an apprentice at Stockton-on-Tees, he was
often drawr to seek religious retirement, and was favoured
with many preclous openings into the mysteries of the Lord's
kingdom ; and as he yielded to the manifestations of reli-
gious duty, he witnessed many of these mysteries to be fur-
ther unfolded and confirmed in his own experience.

Being accustomed to associate with a few young men of
the same relizious profession, he had enjovment in it, so
long as they were of innocent, circumspect conversation;
but when sorme of them began to frequent public houses, it
became a cause of oreat trouble and uneasiness to him, and
a concern came upon him to attempt to admonish them.
He tcok an oprortunity when thev were 2ll togerher. and
addressed them in a serious manner, to the foliowing pur-
port® “Lads,” said he, ¢ we are between lads and men, and
between winninz and losing : if we continue in this covrse of
life, it will te our ruin.” Which words had so much
weirhi vith them, that at that time they made no reply;



-~

9

but thev not forsaking their evil course of life, he felt hLe
must refrain their company. Most of them turned out
disreputable characters.

About the 24tk vear of his age, he was joined in marriage
with Isabel Vazie, daughter of Henry Vazie, of Whitby,
ship-builder, and Mars* his wife. Their marriage 100k
place on 2 mo. 13, 1732. She was born 5 mo. 20, 1704,
being about 28 yvears of age at the time of their marriage.

They appear to have settled at Boghall, near Whitby, and
afterwards removed to New Tan House, about the vear 1742.

About the 28th year of his age, Isaac Richardson was
called to the work of the ministry; but being of a diffident
disposition, it was much in the cross to his natural inclina-
tion that he gave up to the service. But as he kept under
the Lord’s haptizing power, he was made willing to yield to
the Divine requirings. He was enabled to bear a living
testimony, which was well received by sensible Friends;
and as he persevered in the path of duty, he grew in the
knowledge of Divine things. His name appears on the mi-
nutes of the meeting of ministers and elders, as early as 1736.

In the vear 1761, he was concerned to pay a religious
visit to Friends in London and places adjacent, which he
was enabled to perform to a good degree of satisfaction : and
in 1769, he paid 2 religious visit to the several meetings in
the county of York, which was also satisfactoniy accom-
plished. 1In 1771, he visited Friends in the county of Dur-
ham; and in 1776, in company with his wife, who also was
an acceptable riinister, he paid a sccond visit to Friends in
London and places adjacent, as also to the mectinzs in

* Formerly Mary Mackridge, who was married to Heory Vazie,
2 mo. 4, 1633.

D
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Norfolk. These visits were also much to theirsatisiaction. In
1779, he paid a visit to Friends in Northumberiand, Cum-
berland, and part of Westmorland. There is reason to be-
lieve that these his religious labours were performed to the
instruction and comfort of Friends, as well as to the relief
and peace of his own mird.

We have not been able to find any memonal or testimony
on the Records of the Soclety concerning Isaac Richardson ;
it not being so customary formerly to issue such documents
on the decease of ministers, as has been the case of late vears.
Yet we find 1ndividual Friends were often concerned to ex-
press, in writing, their sense of the worth and services of
such. After the decease of Isaac Richardson, his widow,
Isabel, wrote such a document, from which part of the fore-
going account is taken; and we will now give a further ex-
tract, in her own words.  After noticing his travels in the
ministry, she proceeds :—* He was most of his time, since we
were jomed together, of a weakly constitution, but careful
and industrious according to his ability, ard very careful to
keep all his concerns within the bounds and limits of truth,
denying himself of all unrighteous gain; and Providence
blessed his honest endeavours, so that we were enabled to
raise a large family (of eizht children), whom he was careful
to 1astruct in the principles of Christianity, and inure them
to industry and necessary care, and while under our 1mme-
diate direction, in exemplary plainness in every respect, he
enforcinz his advice by his (own) example: so that I think
I can justly say of him, that he was a man fearing God arnd
hating covetousness. |

* He was very exempiary in attending raeetings for wor-
ship and discipline, both on first days and on other days of the
weck, and honestly concerned therein: having experienced
a walking in the strait arnd narrow way, ne was often favoured
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with a clear discerning of the various states of the people.
Where he found honestz, sincerity, and simplicity, he had a
fatherly care for such; but where he discovered unsourduess
of principle (though under a high profession), or undue li-
berty in practice, he found it his duty to deal in great plain-
ness with such.

“ It pleased the Almizhty to remove him by a short 1ll-
pess; but, through mercy, his understanding was clear so
long as he had strength to speak. One day, his daughter
Mary being by him, he expressed himself to the following
purport :—* As to life or death, I know not; but I find my
mind quite easy as to my own state, and am resigned : I de-
sire nothing more but patience, and an easy passage.’ He
expressed something of the heavy exercises (be had passed
through) on account of some of the members of our particu-
lar and monthly meetings. He said his tongue was not abie
to express it ; and desired that kis daughter and her husband
might be careful while they lived not to strengthen the hands
of those that were aTainst the truth.

“ Now, though his removal be my inexpressible loss, 1
desire to be resigned to the Divine will; as I firmly believe
he is now centred in that mansion of rest and peace, where
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.

¢ He deported this life on the 10th, and was decently 1n-
terred in Friends’ burial ground, near Whitby, the 13tk of
the 9th mo., 1780: 3 large company of friends 2rnd neigh-
bours attended his funeral. 1 thought it a solemn opportu-
nity, which I hope will not be soon forzot by some.”

He died in the 73rd year of his age: a minister 44 years.
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Isabel Richardson survived her husband about nine vears.
I have met with no account of the early part of her life.

She was acknowledzed as a minister about the 34th vear of
her age, which would be about the vear 1739. She travelled
scveral journeys in the exercise of ber gift.

In the year 1749, she obtained a certificate, in company
with Sarah Ielm, “to visit the meetings in Bishoprick and
Northumberland, and where else their said concern may
lead themn.” |

In 1753, she obtained another certificate; but the return
of 1t only is found, without specifying what places were
visited.

In 1755, she obtained a certificate “to wisit Friends in
their meetings in the Counties of Durham, Northumberland,
Lancashire, Westmorland, and Cumberland, or elsewhere,
as the Lord may please to draw her.”

On the 7th of 10th mo. (three months after obtaining the
said certificate) she returned it, signifsing in wrnting, “That
her visit was, through the goodness of Providence, to mu-
tual satisfaction.”

In 1762, she received a certificate “to visit Friends in
their meetings at Bristol, and some other of the south-west
parts of England, as it may please the Lord to draw her.”
On returning the certificate, she stated that * her visit had
been to good satisfaction and comfort.”

In 1776, she united with her husband in a religious visit
to Friends in London, and places adjacent; and in Norfolk,
as has already been noticed. In some of those services, she
and her husband travelled tozether on double horse, accord-
1ng to the custorn of travelling at that period.

I bave found little more respecting my grandmother, in
wnting ; “but I have heard my dear father, and my aunt
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Mary Gallilee describe her as a peculiarly excellent character,
—of great energy, and very industrous habits: rising early
to accomplish her domestic engagements, so as to prepare
her family for the dilicent attendance of meetings.* Her
industry and manzgement were such, that much of their
clothing was of home manufacture. I have understood my
father never hod a coat of bought cloth, until the period of
his marriage. She was of a weighty serious deportment, as
I well remember; and at times endeavoured to sustain the
office of peace maker amongst her friends and relatives.

She passed her declining years in much peace and tran-
quillity, frequently having one or other of her grandchildren
residing with her. She departed this life 5th mo. 9th, 1789 ;
and her remains were interred on the 12th, in Friends’ bury-
ing ground, near Whitby, aged 84 years: a minister about

hifty years.

* There were at that time two week-day meetings kept up at Whitby,
as was the practice of Friends in & few other places.
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FRAGMENTS OF CORRESPONDENCE OF ISAAC AND ISABEL
RICHARDSON.

Mexvoraxpry :—My brother, Isaae Richardson, of New-
castle, when 2 lad, was sent to a Friends’ school at Whitbr,
and lodged at our grandfather’s.—The following was taken
from a copy in his handwnting.

« New Tan House, 2 mo. 15th, 1773.
‘ Dear father and mother,

“This is 2 copy of what my grandfather gave me to write
by, (z1ving account of the illness and death of their daughtcr
Elizabeth Chapman.)

¢ Dear son and daughter,

It 1s in my mind to give you some account of our dear
chiid and daughter Elizabeth (Chapman), who deparied this
life on the 14th inst., in the evening, near nine o’clock. We
were favoured with her company seven weeks and some davs
at our house, where she innocently left her body. Whea she
came to our house, she had strength to walk and ride a
httle ; but as she found herself grow wezker, she was more
desirous to have her mind fastened on the Lord; and she
said she thought she was come here to kave her mind from
her family. There were many friends and neighbours came
to visit her; some of them were deepls concerned for her,
and spoke to her about mending (or recovers), and she told
e ske thought 1t hurt her; for when she had the fever, she
was very desirous to mend ; but it was not so now, for she
had ruther die. I asked her how she did with them that
feil into talk; she said, they did not hurt her ;—she took
little notice of them. I could not well forbear saying to her
mother, ¢ What a wonder is this! that she, being so filled
with tender love to her family, should be so weaned from
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outward things; and that the whole employment of her
mind was so much inward, I thought as much soasany I
had ever known.’

« She one time said, * Pride ! 1t must come down, it must
come down.” At another time, she inclined to say some-
thing to her eldest daughter, when none else were present :
and she told me afterwards, that she had advised her to
plainness; and never to dress herself like some who (in-
dulged) in superfluous dress.

“When she was a little free from pain, she was very
lovingly concerned for the good of all that came into her

mind.

« At one time, she asked me what I thought of her condi-
tion. I sald, the case of Hagar and Ishmael were in my
mind, when they went from Abraham’s house; and their
water was speat; and, in Hagar’s distress, she said, ¢ I will
not see the death of the child.” The Lord heard the voice
of the lad, and opened her eyes, so that she discovered a
spring of water ; and she gave the lad drick. And I said,
¢ I believe He will hear thy voice, and give thee of that water
which springeth up into cternal life” At another time,
being desirous to be helped, she said, ‘If I be tried =as
Ishmael was, I do not know how to bear it.” I replied,
‘ Patience is a good thing” She said, ‘Thou encouragest
me, and I do what I can.

“ On the momming of the sixth day of the weck, her nurse
came to our bedside, and said she was grown worse, and that
she desired her father would get up. We quickly rose, and
went to her bed:ide, and found her (to appearcnce) just
going. She put out both her haunds, and I kept one of them
upon my knee some hours; and 2 very hard and painful
day 1t was to her; but her patience was remarkable in that
day of great tnal) which was the hardest day she ever had.
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Next day, she was preity easy and pleasant, and had 2
favourable night.

“ On First day morning, on her mother asking how she did,
she enquired how her father was, knowing that he was un-
well the nmight before. On her mother saying, ‘He is
better,” she said, ¢I shall be better too.” .About noon she
grew worse, but was sensible to the last. She once said,
‘ The pains of death are hard to bear; if I had been one of
the worst, I think it could not have been harder.” I said,
‘I would not have thee tosayso; I think the best of people
are tried the most’ And the words of afflicted Job came
quickly into my mind, when he said, ¢ Behold, I go forward,
and he is not there; and backward, and I cannot perceive
him : on the left hand, where he doth work; but I cannos
behold him—he hideth himself or the right hand, that I
cannot see him ; but he knoweth the way that I take, and
when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” I
asked her if she heard 2 she said, ¢ Yes, father;” and I
think, from that time, to the last words she spoke, there ap-
peared a good degree of faith and patience.

“When she was near to draw her last breath, her sister
Mary asked her what they could do for her. She lovingly
answered, ¢Nothing, but pray for me.’ She quickly
added, being the last words she spoke, ¢ The Lord can do
all.’

‘ She died on the evening of First day, and was buried on
the Fourth day following. Her remains were accompanied
to the grave by many friends and recigzhbours. It was a
fine day, and, I believe, many were awfully affected, and
waitnd 1o abundance of love and patience. There was not
much said by way of testimony; but I believe the opportu-
nity will be remembered for good.
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“Qur son Aaron intends to go to live at Lyvnn, and to
marry a young woman whose parents live at that place, as
perhaps you may have heard. He intends to go the latter
end of next month, and he woald have me go to assist him
in contriving for his tanninz business; and so I shall be
sometime from home. Thy mother thinks she would like
to spend some of -that time at Shields; so, if thou come to
see Aaron before he goes, and thy relations at Whitby, and
then take thy mother home with thee, it would be accept-
able. Orif it would suit thee better to meet her at Stock-
ton, that might do; but we shall be glad to have a few
lines from thee the first opportunity. I mow conclude in
dear love, thy mother, and son, and thy brother Ingram,
to you and yours.

“P.S. Please give our love to Samuel Campion* and
wife.”

¢« 20th of 4th mo., 1774.
¢ Dear son and daughter,
“ John and Margaret Richardson,

“ Just now we have heard that yours and our dear child,
Isabel, was buried last First-day, the sorrow for which did
deeply affect our minds; and I unwarily struck my hand
upon my knee, and said in my mind, ©Lord, hold thy hand,’
looking directly at the removal of so many of our dear off-
spring of late, and havinz spared us for so many vears.
This I soon saw to be too rash of me. But oh! how ready
18 He (the Father of Mercies) to pass by and accept our in-
nocency, if it 1s but there; and it was as if spoken by a voice
good to hear, ¢May not I take to myself the most pleasant
flowers which I have planted? Then was my spirit revived

® Samnel Campion was a Friend well esteered. He died at North
Skields, 6 mo. 2, 1731,
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and swectened, and ready to sa¥, ¢Thy will be done. Amen.
Amen.’ We were just come from meeting when we were told
the sorrowful news; and for great part of the time we were
at the mecting, my mind was deepened with a sorrow un-
known : but from the sense I had, my desire was strong to be
preserved from repining, by a living hope to be as an anchor
to the mind, the attainment of which 1s not to be found but
by paiiently waiting upon an ever mindful Giver to them
who prefer His presence before their chiefest joy, and who do
not turn from him out of the silent (waiting state) before he
scatters his and our enemies. We all know that if our obe-
dience be but enough in the motion of His power, they must
flee away.

“ Now my mind is pretty easy, and I desire never to write
to you but from the best motives: though I do not write to
you often, (vet) you and yours are near our lives, with de-
sires for vour preservation and good every way.

“ From your affectionate father and mother,

¢ Isaac axp IsaBer RicHARDsON.

«P.S.—Relations here are pretty well at present. We shall
be pleased to have a few lines by the first opportunity from
you, to hear how you fare. Give our love to Sarah Stead,
Samuel Campion and wife, or any others that enquire after
us.” See my dear father’s answer to this amongst his letters.

From my grandmother, Isabel Richardson, to my father

and mother, when residing at Sezhill.
« New Tan House, 4th mo. 2nd, 1764.
“ Loving son and dauzhter,

“These may inform you we are all well, through mercy.
I received a letter from thy father last Third-day, and he
was well; and desizned to be at Tottenbam last Fourth-day,
and so proceed homeward.  Sister Rebekah is well. 1 de-
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sire to know how vou do, and how the litile one (Margaret)
grows. I think to send the lead bowls the first opportunity.
So conclude with love to you, and brother and sister Stead
and family.
“ From your loving and affectionate mother,
“ IsaseL Ricragvsox.

« All vour brothers and sisters have their love to you. I
sent you a bottle of wine, which I Lope came safe.”

Addressed to John Richardson, at Seghill, East New
Houses, to be left at Thomas Atles’s, Newcastle.

As the present generation of Friends have to ascribe much
of their exemption from persecution and outward suffering
(under the superintendence of an over-ruling Providence) to
the faithfulness of our ancestors in the various testimonies
given them to bear to the truth as it is in Jesus, in its
various branches; and to their patient, forbearing, circum-
spect conduct when under suffering, whereby they excited the
svmpathy and won the goodwill of persons in power and au-
thority 1n the nation, so that not only have the laws been
creatly ameliorated in favour of Friends and other dissenters,
but we no longer have to fear those outbursts of popular fury
and malice by which they were so often brought into severe
suffering. The following 1s taken from a paper in the hand-
writing of my grandfather, Isaac Richardson, signed with his
1nitials :—

«20th of 9th month, 1761.

“The dav when Kinz George the Third wwas crowned, ex-
pecting greater sufiering for not compiving with (the prac-
tice) of my neichbours+n illuminating windows and rcjoicing,
as they called it, than I had ever Gone before; which was by
having my windows broken three times.  The first time was
the worst—the second time was less thun the fint—and this
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time less than the second.  But 29 the ery was, ¢They will
break and tear all to pieces where they will not licht can-
dles,” I was brought very low in my mind, and for some
time did not know what to do; and temptations crowded in
apace ; and 1t was as 1f 1t had been said to me, ¢ They, it may
be, will set the houses on fire,” which (thouzht) took great
hold, because my son Henry’s flax-shops and heckling-
chamber joined the street, where the rude creatures used to
run with squibs and burning tar-barrels. But help then be-
gan to arise in my mind, and led me to remember who gave
me those houses (in the town of Whitby), and that if he
pleased to take or suffer them to be taken from me that way,
it was his right. Then came in another closer trial than this
last, which was, whether I should be there at that time or
not. It rose in my mind that (our Lord) said, ¢If the good
man of the house had known what time the thief would
come, he would have watched and not suiler his house to be
broken.” So then I thougzht I might go and make my ap-
pearance. Then another temptation arose, which was, that
likely they would throw stones at me, and do me much da-
mage, or kill me. This temptation was hardest of all. Then
T looked at the testimony I had borne, and I was comforted,
and my heart was deeply engazed in inward supplication to
the Lord, mentally praving that He would be pleased to
strengthen my love to him, that I might be worthy of his
providence, which I believed to be sufficient in every state
and condition. I was ready to sz¥, ‘Now I am williaz to
suffer, or to be as thou wouldst have me to be, only be thou
with me.” In a little more time of waiting and stiliness,
which was pleasant, m¥ heart was filled with Jove inexpres-
sible, and it was as if One with great zuthority had said,—
*They shall not Hurt thee’
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“« It was verified : the rulers of the town took more care to
keep the rabble in subjection than they ever had done before;
and my necighbours, who aforetime had been ready to laugh
at me, and count lizht of my suffering, shewed me kindness,
and assisted in dispersing the rude people; so, through the
goodness of Providence, I suficred little or no dumage: hard
things were made easy to me, and therefore I earnestly desire
that all who read these few lines may mind the heavenly gift
in themselves, which, if trulv waited for, will arise in the
brightness of its own glory, in its own dwelling-place, to the
scattering and dispersing all enemies, and in the room there-
of will fill with jov and comfort, to the praise of Him that
13 worthy now and for ever. L R”

I have met with my grandfather Isaac Richardson's me-
morandums of his journey to London, &ec., in 1761, chiefly
giving dates, distances, and the names of Friends he met with.
On his return home, he writes,—* I found all things as well
as I could expect. Was at our weck-day meeting on the 4th
day. It was a good meeting to me. I was glad to see
Friends, though I said nothing by way of public testimony,
but my heart was one with the testimony of our Lord and
Saviour, saving, ¢ My voke Is easy, and my burden is light,’
and was fully satisfied ther are blessed that hurger and
thirst after rizhteousness, and lay aside aii their own (right-
eousness) ; for my setting forward in this journey was in po-
verty of spirit, and was much favoured with the same (de-
pendent state) in all my journey.”

The next article is an instructive letter {rom the pen of my
grandmother; but I bave not discovered to whom It was

addressed.
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Isavel Richardson to .
“ Whitby, 12th mo. 18th, 174~
(The last figure 1s wanting in the manuseript.)
“ Dear Friend,

““I am very sorry for thy disorder, and shall be glad todo
thee all the good that is in my povwer; but I hope thou knows
that all power, both in heaven and upon earth, is committed
unto Him that saith, ¢Look unto me, all ve ends of the
earth, and be ve saved.” Therefore, as I am made sensible
of those things, I do dearly entreat thee to endeavour, as
much as in thee lieth, to be still: for God will cver give a
blessing to such, which maketh truls rich, and aldds no sor-
row; for as men and women come to labour truly for this
stillness, they please God, and are made in a good degree
co-workers with the Spirit of Truth, which shall lead into
all truth, and so by this thou shalt kaow the voice of Iim
that sayeth, ‘Be stll, and krow that I am God,” from all
other voices; and thou shalt know him to manifest his great
power so in thee, that it shall be above every power that may be
presented, if thou do but keep in obedience to this light, life,
and call, that is in thee. For he doeth not only call from
the ends of the earth, but out of every thing that is reprove-

able, or that would in any measure separate us from him:
for his children 2re made to know, many times, he delights
to have them near him; and not only to prax for his kinzdom
to come, and his will to be done, but he is answering their
petitions and requests, so that at times theyv are ready tosay,
like some of oll, that their sitzinz 1s certainly in heavenly
places In Christ Jesus, and their fellowship is with the
Father, Son, and Iloly Ghost. So here 1s great euncourage-
ment, not only to look unto the Lord, but to have our whole
dependence upen kim.  For he never required any thing of
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either man or woman, if they were but obedient thereto, but
he gave power to perform it.

“So now, dear friend, I shall conclude with a persunasion
that thou still hath a little hope, which, if rightly minded
(cherished), it will be as an anchor to thysoul. But I entreat
thee be very watchful, lest the enemy, which eavies all our
happiness, should transform himself in any visible object,
and so cause thee to lose thy hope. For there is no true nor
saving hope which is visible, and therefore did the servant
of the Lord Jesus declare, saying, ¢ Therefore do we, with
patience, wait for it.” And so, by patient continuance in
well-doing, the new man, Christ Jesus, will become to thee
thy ¢ hope of glory,” which will cause thee to triumph over
all—both his and thy enemies.

¢ And now, being drawn (out in expression) much farther
than T expected, I dearly bid thee farewell in the unchange-
able truth.

“IsaserL RicHARDSON.

“My husband desires his love to thee, and I request a
few lines from thee the first opportunity, and hope shall
remain thy faithful friend.”



40

The children of Isiac and Isacer RicHarpsow, of Boz
Hall, and afterwards of New Tan Ifouse, near Whitby, were
as follows :—

Jony, born 4 mo. 1, 1733, married Margaret Stead, dauvgh-
ter of John and Margaret Stead, of Gateshead, in the county
of Durham, 1 mo. 24, 1760, and scttled as a farmer at Seg-
hill East New Houses, near Cramlington, in Northumber-
land, where he remained about six vears, and then removed
to Pew Dean Taunery, near North Shields, which he planted.
He died there 3 mo. 29, 1800, aged 67 years. Sec the fur-
ther account of him.

ErL1zaBeTH, born 4 mo. 20, 1735, married Ingram Chap-
man, of Whitby, shipowner, and died 2 mo. 14, 1773, azed
38 years. They had two daughters, Isabel and Elizabeth,
who died single. Their son Ingram was a seaman and ship-
owner. On his marriage with a near relative, he left the
Soclety of Friends. He died in London, whither he had
gone for medical adrice, leaving two chiidren.

Hannah, tke daughter of Ingram and Elizabeth Chapman,
married Gideon Smatles, and left several children.

Ann, born 2 mo. 19, 1763, married Michael Watsor, of
Staindrop, 6 mo. 3, 1732. He was born 9 mo. 29, 1749.
They afterwards removed to North Shields, where he died
11 mo. 10, 1327, aged 78 vears, and his wife, 7 mo. 1, 1836,
aged 73 vears. They had four children, viz. :—

Hugh, who had 2 chequered lie, and married and scttled
at Hereford, where he died without issue. His widow still
resides there.

Isabel married John Dodds, of Bishop Auckland—not a
member of the Society of Friends—but she was afterwards
reinstated.

Michael settled at Shields, and married Elizabeth, the
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daughter of his great uncle, William Richardson, of Shef-
field, and his wife Elizabeth. They both survive.

Ingram left the Society, married, and has two children.
He also resides at North Shields.

Miky, born 3 mo. 22, 1737, married George Gallilee, of
Whitby, shipowner, he not then being a member of the
Society of Friends; but afterwards he was admitted, and she
was reinstated. She sometimes spoke in meetings for wor-
ship, but was not a recorded minister. She died 4 mo. 23,
1823, aged 86 years.

They had four children, of whom Isabel and Henry died
yourg. Their son Isaac was 2 tanner, and married Hannah
Thurnham, of York. He died 11 mo. 20, 1813, but left no
issue. She died at York 12 mo. 1816.

Their other son, Thomas, for a time was a mariner, and
suffered from the injurious influence of vicious associates;
but he ofterwards settled at Whitby, married Elizabeth
Clarke, of that place, and joined his brother Isaac there, in
the family tanyard. He died 4 mo. 1, 1837. They had no
children.

Jsaac, born 12 mo. 4, 1738. He gained 3 knowledze of
the tanning business with his father, and then settled in
London, where he married Sarah Magyleizh Barnes, daugh-
ter of Samuel and Sarah Barnes. After the lapse of a few
years, he removed to the Cherryhiii Tanyard, York, where
he died 2 mo. 12, 1791. After his decease his widow mar-
ried out of the Society to William Oliver; but it was not to
her comfort. She died at Doncaster.

Of their children, Iannah, George, and Isaac died voung.
Their sons, Samuel and William, succeeded to the tanyard.
William married Martha Mildred, of near London. They
beth survive,
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Of their children, William died at Malton. Henrv and
Sarah are with their parents at York, and Lydia married
John Richardson Procter, who succeeded to the tanvard at
Lowlights, near North Shields. They have two children.

Samuel Richardson removed from York to London, and
afterwards to near Fordingbridze, where he formed a marriage
connexion out of the Society. e yet resides there.

Hexzy, born 9 mo. 10, 1740. He seitled at Whitby as a
flax-dresser, and married Hannah Priestman of Thornton.
He afterwards removed to Stockton-on-Tees, where he was
much esteemed by Friends and others. His wife died about
1791, and he died 7 mo. 22, 1808. They had fouricen chil-
dren, of whom the first five died in early life, leaving thewn
childless. Their daughter Ann died at Durbam 1 mo. 20,
1837 (where she had resided several years), azed about 67.
Their son Aaron, born 1774, married Deborah Procter,
dauzhter of Thomas Procter, of Selby, 8 mo. 2, 1804. He
died 8 mo. 19, 1832.

They left three children, Hannah, Deborah, and Thomas.
Hannah married Benjamin Casson, of near Hull. Deborah
married John Oxley. Thomas married Elizabeth Jones.
They hxve several children.

Henry and Hannah Richardson’s son Isaac followed the
sea for several vears, but finally settled at Shiclds, He
marnied Mary, the daughter of Josepn and Margzret Un-
thank, 11 mo. 16, 1837, and died 3 mo. 25, 1811. Their
only child died in infancy. IIis widow ¥et survives.

Their daughter Isabel, born 3 mo. 4, 1777, marned
Henry Casson, of Hull, who died 3 mo. 11, 1826. She s
an acceptable minister.

Their dzushters, Elizabeth, Mary, and Hannah, reside at
North Shields; as also Sarah, who married William Browa,
and has a daughter, Anna.
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William Brown's first wife was Mary, the daughter of
William and Mary Richardson, of Langbarf, who left seve-
ral sons.

WiLriay, born 3 mo. 7, 1742. e succeeded to his fa-
ther’s tanvard, and married Mary Dale, of Scarborough,
5 mo. 8, 1771. After her decease, having to wind up his
affairs at Whitby, he resided for a time with his son William
at Cherrshill, York. He afterwards married Elizabeth
Reay, of Alston, born 7 mo. 19,1759, and removed to Shef-
field as a leather-cutter. He died 8 mo. 28, 1839, and his
widow 11 mo. 3, 1827. He had a son, Isaac, who died of
consumption, and William was married and settled at York.
He wound up his affairs at York, and went abroad to the
West Indies, where 1t is believed his death took place.

William’s daughter Ann married Isaac Spencer, of York,
not of the Societr.

By William Richardson’s second marrage he had a daugh-
ter Elizabeth, who married Michael Watson, of North
Shields, as already noticed.

All the aforementioned children of Isaac and Isabel
Richardson appear to have been born at Bog Hall.

IsaBeL was bern at New Tan House, 6 mo. 24, 1744, Ske
became a successful linen-draper in Whitby; but marrving
William Hudson, not a member of the Society of Friends,
6 mo. 10, 1792, she became involved in his insolvency. Ie
died 1 mo. 12,1798, and she resumed her business with some
success, and finallv removed to Newcastle, where she died
8 mo. 11, 1823.

Aarox, born 11 mo. 22, 1747, marned Mary Postzlove, of
Lvnn, but then residing at Whitby.  He removed to Lyon
1n the 3 mo., 1773, where he settled as a tanper. He died
there 9 mo. 14, 1730, leaving one daushter, Rachel Isabel.
In the year 1308, I visited my¥ cousin Rachel, she beiog thex
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on a visit rear Wells.  Her mother having married again,
Rachel became unsettled: she appeared to evince but little
attachment to the Society of Friends, or to her father’s kin-
dred. She afterwards married — Rbudal, 2 wine-merchant
of London, and died 3 mo., 1823, about ihree years after her
marriaze, Ler only child dving before her. She was an in-
teresting young woman.

I have no recollection of having ever seen my uncle Aaron;
but in the yvear 1826, Dr. Dixon’s wife, of Worcester, told
my daughter, Bachel Pumphrey, that she knew my uncle
Aaron well. He was one of her father’s most Intimate
friends, who, she said, considered his intimacy with my uncle
as one of his greatest blessings. She gave him an excellent
character.

N.B.—By a document which has come to my hands, it
appears that, in the year 1757, three of my grandfather’s
sons were emploved in his own tan-vard,—viz., John, aged
24 ; Isaac, aged 18; and William, aged 15.
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Jonx RicHarpsoN, the cldest son of Isaac and Isabel
Richardson, of Whitby, was born at Bog Hall, 4th mo. 1st,
1733.

I kave found little or no account of the early life of my
Iate dear and honoured father; but I have reason to believe
that, being the oldest son, and prolably his services being
needed by his father, a verv small share of school. learning
fell to his lot. He continued to be emplored in his father’s
business until he was about twentv-five vears of age; and 1
think I have heard that his first attempt in business, on his
own account, was in keeping a shop for the sale of mezl,
flour, &e., in Whitby; but this was pursued only a few
months. About the year 1759, he came into the north, in
search of a place to fix his abode in. On armiving in the
neighbourhood of Newcastle, having to pass through Gates-
head, and probably having a little knowledge of John Siead,
who followed the business of civil engineer, he enquired for
his house, seeking for lodgings. As he crossed the field in
front of the house, he found their daughter Margaret stand-
ing at the door, and on his making the enquiry, she invited
him in; and it was finally agreed that he should take up his
quarters there for the right.

It afterwards appeared that, a night or two previous, this
young womar had a remarkable dream, in which there was
shewn to her, as she believed, the Friend to whom eventually
she would be upited in marriage. On John Richardson’s
approaching the house, she at once saw (though he was an
entire strangzer) that ke was the man whose likeness she had
scen In her dream; so that, when he accosted her, she felt
gome embarrassment. The acquaintance, thus commenced,
being further cultivated, resulted in their union on the 24th
of the 1st morth, 1760. She was born 5 mo. 10, 1739.
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He took a small farm at Sechill East New Houses, near
Cramlington, abont 7 miles from Newecastle, where their
three first children, Isaac, Margaret, and John, were born,
He remained on this farm about six years; but corn (during
part of the time) selling extremely low—I think I harve
heard him say about six shillings per boll of two Winchester
bushels—he could not make the business answer for the pro-
per support of his family.

Before tracing my dear father to where he next fixed his
tent, 1t may be proper to give a liitle account of my mother’s
kindred.

Jon~ StEeaD, of Craike, in the North Riding of Yorkshire,
is the first member of the family of whom we have any ac-
count. It is supposed that he was born about the year 1690.
He appears to have been a carpenter and wheelwright. By
a certificate (copies of which are preserved in the family), it
appears that in 1740 he removed to Whitby, after having
resided 25 vears in Craike. The certificate 1s signed by the
principal townsmen, as was a common practice at that period.
It expresses that he had lived there a considerable time, and
behaved himself honestly amongst his neighbours, and was
always very much respected. His wife’s name was Sarah.

His son John married Margaret, the daughter of George
Raper, 5 mo. 10, 1733, at Stockton. He was one of the per-
eozs who signel the said certificate, and was a member of
the Society of Friends. I bad 2 brass watch seal, given me
by my father (which is now lost). Tt had the letters G R,
cuarsely cut upon it, of George Raper’s own doing; and it
appears I was named after him. 1t is said he died at
Elswick: probably m¥ grandfather was then residing there,
as it is known that he was employed by Ann Ilodzson, 2s
engineer at the Elswick Colliery.
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Sarah, the widow of the said Jonn Stead, furmerly of
Craike, died at Stockton-on-Tees, in the 2 mo., 1775, O.S,,
aged SO years.

Jonx Steap, my grandfather, was born at Ampleforth, in
the North Riding of Yorkshire, 7 mo. 27, 1710, and appears
to have had a birthright in the Soclety of Friends, of which
he was afterwards 2 consclentious member. In 1738, on
10 mo. 5, he married, as above, to Margnret Raper, the
danghter of the said George Raper, then of Stockton-on-
Tees, where theyv first settled. In 1742 or 3, he is found to
be residing at Washington Mill, in the county of Durham_
Though possessed of very little school learninz, he became
a clever and ingenious man ; and whilst residing at Washing-
ton, it 13 said he invented the barley mill, for takinz the skin
off barlex to prepare it for the pot.

In 1759, he 13 found to be a resident of Gateshead, where
it was that my father John Richardson found him, and be-
came acquainted with his daughter Margaret, as is before
related. Whilst residine in Gateshead, he * invented a2 ma-
chine for cutting timber and other purposes by the help of
the fire-engine, and made application for roval letters patent
that he mizht have the sole use and benefit of makinz and
vendinz the said machine for the term of 14 vears.” He
affirmed to the petition before W. G., a Master in Chancery
of Newcastle, on * the seventh day of February, 1767.” He
afterwards resided at Kenton, near Newecastle, was often pro-
fessionally emploved ahout collieries, and spent considerable
portions of the latter part of his hife in Scotland.  See tbe
account of his children, prefixel to my father’s correspon-
dence. We will now proceed with the narrative.

John Richardson’s father, Isaac Richardson, having inti-
mate acquzintance with John Walker, of Whitby, whose
son Joha had counsiderable property mear North Shields,
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where he resided, it was agreed that my father should
remove fram Sezhill, and undertake the planting of a tan-
yard in Pew Dean, near North Shields, ina part of the said
property. The ground was very marshy, and for some vears
proved an unhealthy residence for the family; but as the
land became more fully covered with the pits and buildings,
the situation became more salubrious.

He pursued the business with much industry and good
judgment; and, beingz of a truly pious frame of mind, a
blessing rested on his labours, so that he was enabled to
rear a larze family of ten chillren, all of whom (except one
daughter, who died when she was about six years of age)
grew up to manhood; yet the tanning being subject to great
fluctuations, be had for many years to wade through great
straits and difficalties, and habits of great frugality were
maintained ; ard as his sons grew up to manhood, some of
them became very helpful to him. By exercising great
caution in the management of his concerns, and enlarzing
his business only as his capital encreased. without borrow-
ing much money of others, he was epabled to maintain
an honourable course, and was remarkable for his uprizht-
ness and integrity in all his dealings.

His wife Margaret departed this life 7 mo. 9, 1781, before
I was eizht years of age. I remember her well. She was
of a grave, serious, circumspect demeanour, guiding her chil-
dren and her domestic affairs with much discretion. They
were remarkably harmonious, being well suited to each
other, and I canmot remember ever being witness to an
anary word between them. Though so young when she
die;i, vet I have reason to believe she was of a good natural
capacity, and of 2 very even temper. My father and the
elder children (of whow seven were then living) felt her loss

deeply.
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But to us, young ones, my sister Margaret proved 2 kind
and considerate care-taker, though at that time she had not
so fully submitted to the power of true relizion, and to the
yoke of Christ, as was the case afterwards.

About four years after this event, he was united in mar-
riage to Jane Niekle, a convinced Friend, born at Longtown,
but at that time residing as housexeeper with David Sutton,
of Newcastle. They were married 6 mo. 10, 1785. She
was 3 woman of a3 pious mind, and though perhaps not
equal in strength of judgment to my own mother, yet she
was enabled to sustain the duties of her station as well, or
better, than most I have known. I well remember how
ready some of us children were to let in 2 prejudice against
her, even before she came amongst us.

1 am ready to believe that in this way the enemy of souls
often endeavours to mar the harmony of families, which,
were there a proper watch maintained against his insinua-
tions, need not so generally be the case with second mar-
riages. The offspring of a first marriage, growing up from
infancy with their parents, become as it were, to a consider-
able extent, shaped and formed in the same mould, so that
there 1s naturally less to cause friction, independently of a
stronger natural affection. DBut a stepmother is brought
into a family, and has to encounter habits previously formed,
in many respects differing from her own. Perhaps the dis-
cipline of the family bas been a little impaired by the
withdrawal of the parental controul of the late mother.
She feels desirous, and properly desirous, to restore it—and
here the wayward will of maxn’s unsubjected nature presents
a barrier to her exertions, and heance discord arises, without
any real fault on her side, but merely by her attempting
that which, nnder her circuwmstances, was scarcely prac-

P
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ticable. Perhaps the husband coincides in judgment with
his wfe; but, in the atiempt to support her anthority,
he does not sufficiently svmpathize with, and henee, in
degree, he alienates the affections of his own children—not
sufficiently perceiving that it is not natural that they should
patiently bear from a stranger in blood that controul to
which they would readily have submitted in the case of
theic own mother. The best course for a stepmother to
pursue, is always to exercise forbearance and kindness, and
even indulgence, as far as she can do it innocently; but
never beyond that point, and if she cannot restrain them
within those bounds, she must still be patient, and let her
requests be made known unto God. I believe this was much
the course my dear stepmother pursued ; to me she was uni-
formly kind. But the family was soon reduced.

About this time, my oldest brother Isaac begun business
in Newcastle; and in one or two vears afterwards, my sister
Margaret (who perhaps felt the change the most) also removed
to Newecastle, to be my brother’s housekeeper. William,
who had been a year at my aunt Sarah Walker’s, to assist
in her little shop, came home, and I took his place for two
vears. John inclined to be a sailor, which line of life,
though much against our dear father’s inclination, ke fol-
lowed, in a vessel belonging to my uncle, Geo. Gallilee, for
two years, when, after wintering at home, and being about
this time favoured with a fresh visitation of our Heavenly
Fathet’s love, it was manifest to him that 1t was his duty to
leave the sea, as the ungodly company with whom be bad
to associate, were decidedly inimical to his growth in grace,
and in heavenly knowledge.

Thus the elder branches of the family being dispersed to
take root, and throuzh the watchful care of a merciful God,
and the continued visitations of his grace, to bring forth the
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fruits of righteousness in other localities, way was made for
another young family, and our valued parent was blessed
with peace and prosperity.

Having for manv years endeavoured to walk in the ordi-
nances and commandments of the Lord with much inno-
cency, and being often deeply concerned for the spiritual
improvement of those around him, he received larger mea-
sures of divine grace, and of the gifts of the Spirit, and was
called to the work of the ministry of the gospel of life and
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He had long
tzken much delight in reading the Holy Scriptures; often
when sitting in the kitchen amongst his children and ser-
vants, would he turn to his Bible, and read audibly for a
considerable time together in the precious volume—and Ido
believe the effect was very salutary on the minds of his
household.

His first appearance as a minister was on 7 mo. 2, 1785,
being then in the fifty-third vear of his age. I well remem-
ber the tenderness, humility, and simplicity of his manner.
Much more of the dialect peculiar to the locality in which
the early portion of his life was spent, was perceptible, than
was the case afterwards, when, becoming more accustomed to
speak in the public assemblies, many of the defects in pro-
nunciation were corrected. There was a greater depth of
instruction in his communications than was at that time the
case with many ministers. He was of a deeply contempla-
tive turn of mind, and frequently drew Instruction from
natural things, in 2 manner peculiarly impressive and ap-
propriate—often from occurrences or objects which would
escape the attention of common observers. Thus he became
well instructed in the mysteries of Christ’s kingdom—often
enabled to draw forth, out of the treasures of a purnified,
enlizhtened, and dedicated heart, things new and old, to the
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edification of those who were privileged to witness his pnblic
ministrations.

He did not travel much in the exercise of his ministry,
and I do not think he ever requested a certificaie for that
purpose; vet I do remember, on one or two occasions, his
-mentioning, in the monthly meeting, prospects of attending
some meetings at a distance, which he did in order that he
might know (as he expressed it) that in so doing he was not
moving against the advice of his friends. One of these jour-
neys was to attend the Circular Yearly Meeting, held at
Carlisle, I think in the vear 1796, in which I understood he
had good service. He several times attended the vearly
meeting in London; and his own monthly and quarterly
meetings with great dilizence—and was often very useful in
the exercise of the discipline, having a living concern for
the prosperity of truth, and an honest zeal that corrupt and
disorderly spirits should not go unreproved; and he deeply
mourned when sach attempted to assume dominion in the
church.

I may now notice more particularly his demeanour in his
family, and his care over his children. For many vears, he
laboured diligently in his tanyard, amongst his men, at the
pits or in the drying shades. He made good leather, and
had a free demand for it. He was thorongh!y irdustzious
in his habits—sometimes exerting himself almost to the 1n-
jury of his health, until his outward circumstances became
more easy. He had no associates, except a little occasional
social intercourse amongst Friends; vet he was well esteemed
by his neichbours. He did not wholly refrain from the
use of stronz drick, that not being customary at that period.
He frequently offered it, with other food, as a refreshment
to his customers, to whom he was kind and opea. But on
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snch occasions he observed strict moderation, and in his own
habits he was rather abstemious.

I believe, in some of these respects, more light, and a
clearer appreciation of tendencies, has been unfolded to many
in the present generation, and that it is our duty to 1mprove
by these discoveries; and, both by example and by precept,
endeavour to promote safer and better usages as to the use
of strong liquors, and that it is by much the safest course to
confine their use, very nearly, if not quite, to medicinal pur-
poses.

My dear father kept a most vigilant guard over his chil-
dren, that they mizht be preserved from corrupt associates;
and as most of us were chiefly educated in the com:mon day-
schools of the neighbourhood, this was no easy task. But
be used his best endeavours to restrain us from associating
in play with wild lads—often giving us very weighty admo-
nitions on this subject—endeavouring to convince our jude-
ment of the great danger of the practice, and, to a great ex-
tent, positively restrailning us from it—which care, I do
believe, contributed largely to our preservation.

With regard to the principles of our religious profession:
we had more to suffer, in the way of scorn and derisioz, than
13 the case now; and when he observed us shrinking from
the testimonies of truth, as professed by the Society, he took
pains not only to instruct us In the ground and origZin of
these testimonies, by putting suitable books into our hands,
or laying them in our war, but at times he would take us
aside into the garden, and after pointing out to us how, in
deviating from the principles of our profession, to escape the
contempt and reproaches of men, we were thereby in danger
of being found amongst them who were ashamed of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and of his words, In obedience to whom our
worthy predecessors believed themselves called out of the
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corrupt and degenerate usages of the world, and of the pro-
fessing Christian Church, I well remember with what
weight, tenderness of spirit, and awfulness of demeanour, he
warned us on some of these occasions, lest we shonld unhap-
pily become of the number of those of whom Christ will be
ashamed, when we shall ali be brought into the presence of
the Father, and of the holy angels. Some of these oppor-
tunities have left an indelible impression.

I have often admired at the extent of knowledge on gene-
ral subjects which my father acquired. He appeared to
read very few books, except the Scriptures and Friends’
books, and generally the weekly newspaper; yet in argu-
ment, on most subjects which came up in the course of con-
versation with his elder sons, particularly Isaac and William
(who read more largely), he was fully a match. Though
he read sparingly, vet being, as I have already remarked, of
a deeply contemplative cast of mind, he comprehended and
understood much that escapes the notice of more superficial
persons. Ihave often been much pleased and instructed in lis-
tening to these discussions, which took placein the family, on
a great variety of topics: often on points conrected with their
business (being all tanners), by which his sons were greatly
aided by the communication of his experience;-and also oa
what more properly lics within the province of natural his-
tory. He had a remarkable knowledge of the human frame,
and of the mode of treatment proper for many of the mala-
dies to which our bodies are sulyject. Having been a farmer,
he bad a good knowledze of the proper manazZement of
horses and cattle, and in his latter vears he took great plea-
sure in the management of milk cows. Ile had a consider-
able knowledge of shipping affairs, thougzh he forbore ever
Laving property in them, having an aversion to any of his
children leing drawn into that line of obtaining a live-
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lihood, well krowing the moral corruption to which seamen
are exposed, and also the temptations to a violation of some,
or most of our religious testimonies—especially in connexion
with the manazement of ships in time of war. They are
also muck deprived of opportunities for religious instruction
and edification. Yetit ultimatelv so fell out that three of his
sons for 2 time followed the seafaring life : my brother Joha,
as already noticed, and my brothers Aaron and Joseph. But
I do mnot consider that any of them were benefitted by it, or
had much comfort or satisfaction in it; and the result con-
firmed the propriety and wisdom of our father’s views on
the suhject.

He attended the vearly meeting for the last time in the
year 1798. I think he both went and returned by sea. The
sea-sickness appeared on this oceasion to have an injurious
effect on his stomach 2nd bowels which he never quite reco-
vered from; vet he continued able to get abroad occasion-
ally until near the close of 1799, when feeling his strength
gradually give way, he became fully persuaded that his end
was approaching. Fortwelve months or wore, he had rarely
spoken in ministry. Onone occasion, at Newcastle, standing
up in the gallery, and noticing this fact, and intimating that
in bis apprehension it was so in Divine ordering, he in a
pecaliarly weighty manner declared that his faith, hope, and
coufidence in God were as strong as ever.

He often expressed his thankfulness that his children
were, several of them, so hopefully settled that they no
longer required his care as formerly; and looked forward
with a comfortable hope that his voungest son, Henry,
would soon become qualified to succced him in the business.
During the course of his illness of upwards of three moanths,
he repeatedly intimated, that he felt his mind so weared
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from the world, that it seemed almost as much so as though
he had never lived in it.

We may perhaps best bring these few memorandums
respecting my beloved father to 2 close by introducing a few
of his own expressions. In a letter to my brother and sis-
ter, Joseph and Marzaret Unthank, then residing at Whitby,
dated Shields, 1 mo. 19, 1800, he writes :—

“ I have been manyv weeks (past) looking for a letter
from one of you, but have been hitherto disappointed. I
expected to have an account how Margaret recovered, and
how the little one (Hannah) throve, as an acknowledgment
of the receipt of my last letter. I think I am rather better
in health than I was last summer; but in other respects
worse.

« I have a troublesome cough, which hinders me of part
of my rest at nights; and, upon the whole, I think my con-
stitution much weakened, so that I sometimes think it 1s
hardly likely that T shall get to see my friends in Yorkshire
any more; but as to that I am in no wise anxicus. My
mind is calmly centred in the Divine will; and I have a
firm hope, than when it pleases Him to take me from this
troublesome world, he will receive that part 1n me which is
fit for eternal happiness into (the arms of) his mercy. And
as to my posterity, and those I leave behind, if thev are but
enough concerned to walk in his fear, I have no doubt but
that he will continue to be to them a father and a friend, as
he has been to me all my life lonz: blessed be his name.”

He then takes some brief notices of his family :—

“ I suppose you know that William 1s gone into partner-
ship with Isaac, in dressing various sorts of sheep leather.
Georgze wants a shop as soon as he can meet with one to suit
him; so that I have none of the first stock (of childrea) left at
home uow but Henry, who is very assisting to me, and de-
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means himself very kindly and well. To me, the greatest
satisfaction of any thing in this world is a hope that my¥
children are all hikely to do well.

“ You may give our kind love to brother and sister Ga!l-
lilee, ard tell them I think it long since I had a letter from
either of them. I sometimes think it almosi looks as if we
had forgot one another. My wife and son joir me in dear
love to you and yours, and all relations. From your
affectionate father,

“ Jon~x RicHarDsON.”

This is thought to be the last letter our dear father wrote.

The following expressions, denoting the peace, screuity,
and confidence with which his mind was replenished, in con-
templation of the near approach of that period when the
body should return to the dust from whence it came, and the
spirit unto God who gave it, have been preserved, being
dropped a few weeks before his close.

In the course of a conversation with some of his children,
he intimated that he felt as though he had little or nothing
more to do with the world, and though business came unu-
sually upon him, vet his mind was free from anxiety about it.

To 2 jouznz man who visited him, he said, “I take 1t
very kind in thee to come to sce me, and thou may give my
love to thy father and mother (Hadwen and Margaret
Brazg), and tell them I know oot whether I shall recover
or not; but, according to my present feelings, I don’t think
it likely, but I am easy whichever way (it be). I am quite
resigned, either to live or die, and I scem quite redecmed
from the world, almost as much so as if I had never had
ought to do with it; zad if I go (now), I do not know that 1
could go better.”
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At another time, after I¥ing a little while quiet, he spoke
nearly as follows: “I have been thinking I shall die, per-
haps before many days—my breath is short—1I believe I
shall breathe shorter and shorter, till I breathe no more;
and when this is the case, I would not have vou stir or dis-
turb me, without I request it. My mind is richly reple-
nished with divine love and life, so that I am not afraid of
death, hell, or the grave. My spirit soars above 2ll the
powers of darkness; yet when I look back onall I have
done, (I find) I have nothing to depend ou but the love and
mercy of my Redeemer.”

To one of his sons, he expressed kis deep concern for the
preservation and welfare of the religious society of which ke
was a2 member; he lamented over the low state of religion
at that juncture, in the particular meeting to which he be-
longed—the weakness and instability of some, and the errors
and want of circumspection in others; and in taking a more
extended view of the Society, he spoke with much emotion
of the want of clear discernment, and a sufficient controul
over their own spirits, and even the serious errors in their
religious communications, into which some of the ministers
(highly esteemed hitherto) had fallen, whereby the weak
were stumbled, and the gainsavers emboldened; that some
who had spoken prophetically had manifesily been mistaken;
and that dangerous errors had been indulged in by others (as
Hannah Barnard and her followers, who was afterwards dis-
owned, having questioned the authority of the Holy Scrip-
tures, and some of the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel).
His spirit was deeply exercised on these subjects.

With regard to his own condition, he continued in a peace-
fal, humble, confiding frame of mind, earnestly desirous to
be released, that he might enter on the enjoyment of his
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beavenly inheritance, and into that rest prepared for the
people of God.

About three weeks before his close, delirium came on; after
which he had but few and short lueid intervals—the power
of speech also failing. But when the solemn closing peried
arrived, which took place on 3 mo. 29, 1800, the awful
sense of Divine love and mercy which clothed the minds of
those who were privileged to stand by his bed-side, afforded
the comfortable confirming assurance that his end was peace.

The following paragraph appeared in a newspaper, The
Nencastle Advertiser, of 4 mo. 5, 1800:—

“Died on Saturday last, advanced in vears, at the Pew
Dean Tannery, Low Lights, near North Shields, Mr. John
Richardson, tanner. He was one of the people called Qua-
kers, and maintained through life the strictest integrity,
which, combined with true meekness and industry, gained
him the estecm of all who knew him.”

The following minute, by way of testimony, wasissued by
the monthly meeting of Newcastle :—

¢ John Richardson, of the Low Lights, near North Shields,
in the county of Northumberland, departed this life on the
29th of the 3rd monti:, 1800, and his remains were interred
on the 2nd of the 4th month, 2ged near 67 years: a minister
upwards of 14 years.

“The memory of this our dear deceased friend feels precious
to the minds of many of his survivors. His humble, up-
nght, and exemplary conduct endeared him to all ranks.

“In ministry, his communications were acceptable, being
often delivered in great tenderness, and accompanied with
the savour of truth. In the discipline of the Church, he
promoted the exercise of the rules established amongst us
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with firmness and impartiality, vet with much Christian
tenderness. ,

#In his last illness, with which he was confined for several
weeks, the expressions which dropped from him evidenced s
mind resigned to the Divine disposal, and prepared for a
final change; vet fulls sensible that it was not for any good
works of his, but through Divine mercy and Redeeming
Love, that he felt his mind sweetly replenished with the Liv-

ing presence and love of God, so as to remove all fear of
death.”

My step-wother, Jaxe RicHarpsox, only survived my
father about twenty months. She had a short but severe
illness, of the erysipelas kind. She departed this life on 11
mo. 16, 1801.

She had an illness in the spring of 1798; and T have found,
in her own handwriting, a memorandum to the following
purport. It is dated 4 mo. 14, 1798.

“My last indisposition has been a low and stripping sea-
son, so much so that I often thought I should never be raised
up again; but as I have been enabled to keep humble
before the Lord, he has once more been pleased to manifest
his glorious power in such a manner as I pever before expe-
ricaced. I haove often read and heard of His woandrous
works and dealings with the children of men, but could not
have believed that any mortal crezture could behold his mar-
vellous works as I have dome. I have been for several
nights that I hardly ever slept: neither had I any desire for
1t—for I scemed like one taken from the earth ; yea, at times
I seemed to forcet myself and my nearest connexions. But,
notwithstandinz I have scen 2s much of the Diviae glory as
I was capable of beholding, wet I feel at times much tried,
with an apprehensien that severzl things are required of me
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rather out of the common line. But my Great Master has
shewn me that I was not to set my own reasor to judge
whether it was right or wrong, when he requires any thing
of me, but that I should follow him, without hesitatioz,
wheresoever he leads me. Oh! that the children of men
could but be made willing to come up hither ;—they would
see him to be all-glorious. But there is a great work to be
done, before we come to this experience.”

She was well concerned, both for the welfare and preser-
vation from evil of her household, and also for the Society
of which she was a member. At times she was deeply exer-
cised in spirit before the Lord, and was, from an apprehen-
sion of duty, at times led to offer a little matter by way of
exhortation in religious meetings, but was not recorded as a
minister.

She had very little school learning, but was a sweet-spi-
rited, pious woman. She was a kind mother to me, and I
loved her well.

Her sister Margaret, the wife of Jorathan Slack, of Wig-
ton, in Cumberland, also became a member of our Society;
but with her other relations, we had little intercourse and
little acquaintance.

Copy of the Certificate of Carlisle Monthly Meeting, on the
removal of Jane Nichol or Nickle.
“To Friends of Newcastle Monthly Meeting.
- ¢ Dear Friends,

“ Qur friend Jane Nichol having removed from hence to
within the compass of your monthly mecting, and requested
our certificate,—

“These may certify unto you that she was 2 member of
our meeting, and had her liberty of sitting in meetings of

G
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business. She was a diligent attender of our meetings of
worship and discipline, 2nd in full unity; her life and con-
versation being covered with innocency. So far as we knor,
she left us clear of debt and marriage engagement : as such,
we recommend her to vour Christian care and oversight,
greatly desiring her growth in the truth; and remain, vour
friends, brethren, and sisters.

“Signed, in and on behalf of our monthly meeting at
Carlisle, the 18th of 7th wonth, 1783,

WiLriam Sorrox Davip Ducksrr
Jaxes GrRAHAM Troyas Surron

- MusGerave Errwoop Wirriam Crow
TroMAs Dorsox Joax StorDY
Sarau Hopcsox WiLpriax Irwin
REeBECCA ScorT Wirriax HopGsoxn
Dixap GraBAM JaxEes MILLER
AMmy Brair Joux Ivison
Haxxar Scrrox JoaN StrroN
Mary Romrxsox Joux Ivison
“Mary SvrTox WiLLiax Svrrow
BerTY SUTTON Tuoyas Carrick
Evrizasere Surron Josepr StrToN
Jaxe CArrICK Joux Braviock
Er1zaBerr CaARRICK Taoyas Fergrson”

LEeTITIA JAMES

The family of Jor~y Ricaarpsoy, of Low Lights, near
North Shields :—

He was born 4 mo. 1, 1733, married Margaret, daughter
of John and Margaret Stead, of Gateshead, 1 mo. 24, 1760.
She was born & mo. 10, 1739, and died 9 mo. 7, 1781. He
died 3 mo. 29. 1300.

Their children were—
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Isasc, born 2 mo. 11, 1761, removed to Newcastle about
1785, and 1married Deborah, daughter of* David and Rebecea
Sutton, 8 mo. 20, 1795, who was borr 6 mo. 2, 1773, and
died 6 mo. 20, 1848. He died 10 mo. 24, 1810, leaving
fonr children surviving, viz., John, Edward, Rebecea, and
Anne, who all survive except Rebecca, who died 11 mo. 20,
1834.

John married Sarah Balkwell, of Plymouth, and hasseven
children surviving, viz.:—James, Emma, David, Sarah Ann,
Jane, Henry, J oseph Hancock. Their oldest son, Charles,
died of consumption 3 mo. 24, 1846, aged about 19 years.
He wasa pious, intelligent young man, and kept a journal
of his religious experience for about three years before his
decease, from which extracts have been printed for the
family use.

Edward married Jane, daughter of John Wigham, of
Edinburgh. They have nine children surviving, viz.:—
Anna Deborah, Caroline, Edward, Jobn Wigham, Elizabeth,
George William, Jane Emily, Alice Mary, Ellen Ann.

MarGarET, born 4 mo. 1, 1763, married Joseph Unthank,
then of Whitby, 8 mo. 10, 1791, aud died at Willington Mill.
near North Shields, 10 mo. 13, 1829. He died there 10 mo.
27, 1827, aged 65 years. They left five children, viz.:

George, who married Mary Baker, of near Castleton, and
died 8 mo. 31, 1842. She survives, with three chiidren,
viz. :—Joseph, Hanrpah, and Margaret.

Mary married Isaac Richardson, of North Shields, 11 mo.
16, 1837, who died 3 mo. 25, 1841. Shestill survives.

Jane and Hannah died single.

Isabel, born 4 mo. 13, 1801, married Thomas Pumphrey,
of Ackworth School, and yet survives.

®* Por a memonal of this Friend. xee Stsanaa Corder’s Memorialx of
Deceased Members of the Society of Friends. 6th edition, page 12J.
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Joux, born 3 mo. 13, 1765. He was three times married—

1st. To Haonah, daunghter of Caleb and Judith Wilson,
of Sunderland, who left five children.

2d. To Mary, widow of Joseph King, formerly of New-
castle, but then of Darlington. She orly survived her mar-
riage a few months.

3rd. To Sarah Blaxland, widow of George Blaxland, of
Hitchin.

Johr Richardson died at Croydon, 8 mo. 29, 1842.

Of John Richardson’s five children—

John married Sarah Dixon of Cockfield, near Staindrop,and
has three children, viz.:—Rachel, John Wilson, and Hannah.

Caleb married Mary Winn, of Leeds, and has eight
children surviving, viz. :—John Winn, Joseph, Sophis, Ed-
win, Frederic, Hannah Wilson, Stansfield, Emily. Mary
Frances died in 1847.

Joshua married Hannah Burt, of Newcastle, and has six
children. He is a civil engineer, and at present resides at
Liverpool.

William married Eliza Brown, of near Huntingdon. They
have seven children, viz.:—William Henry, Eliza Brown,
Katherine, Charles Stansfield, Olivia, John George, Albert.
Their son, Alfred, died in 1847.

Margaret married John Gilbert Holmes, now of Middles-
borough. Three of her children survive, viz. :—ZEleanor,
Henry, and Benjamin.

Isaae, Margaret, and John, were born at Seghill.

The undermentioned were born at Low Lights :—

IsaseL, born 3 mo. 6, 1768, died 4 mo. 15, 1774, aged
near § vears.

Wrirriax, born 9 mo. 13, 1771, married Sarah, daughter of
Thomas Priestman, of York. She left 2 daughter, Sarab
Priestman Richardson, who yet survives.
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He afrerwards married Margaret, the danghter of Thomas
and Margaret Robson, of Darlington, by whom he had a
daughter, argaret, who became the wife of Thomas James
Backhouse, of Sunderland. They have six children, viz.:—
Thomas William, Mary Agnes, Edward, Edith, Lilias, and
- Margaret Richardson is a minister in the Society, well
esteemed, and resides at Sunderland.

GEeorGE, born 12 mo. 18, 1773, removed to Newcastle,
and marnied Eleanor, the daughter of John and Rachel
Watson, 7 mo. 17, 1800, who was born 4 mo. 6, 1778, and
died 4 mo. 10, 1846. 'I\vo of their children died in infancy.
They had five others, viz.:

Rachel* married Thomas Pumphrey, of Worcester, now
of Ackworth. She died 1 mo. 20, 1842, leaving four chil-
dren, viz.: Anna, George Richardson, Thomas, and Mary
Caroline, who all survive.

Henry, who married Anna, daughter of Samuel and
Esther Atkins, of Chipping Norton.}

Ellen resides with her father.

Isaac died at Ventnor, Isle of Wizht, 5 mo. 3,1840, sbout
the age of 29 years. A brief memoir of him was published.

George, junior, also resides with his father.

Euzasery, born 4 mo. 16, 1777, married Joseph Procter,
of North Shields, who died 9 mo. 17, 18i3. She died il
mo. 20, 1820. She left six children, wiz. :—

Joseph, who married Elizabeth Carr, of Kendal, and has
nine children, viz.:—Joseph. Jane Carr, Henry, Elizabeth,
Edmund, William Richardson, Anna Sarzh, John, Alfred

Henry, who died 4 mo. 21, 1827, in his 22ad year.

® See Corder’s Me~morials, page 379.

t Ibid, page 193.
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Jane, who married John Richardson, of Langbarf, 2 mo.
13, 1833, and died 1 mo., 1843, leaving seven children, viz.:
—Elizabeth, William, John, Arthur, Joseph Proctcr, Henry,
and Jane.

Sarah died unmarried 7 mo. 29, 1832.

Hannzh married Isaac Sharp, of Darlington, a minister,
2 mo. 8, 1839, and died 7 mo. 26, 1842, leaving two
children, viz. :—Mary Richardson and Elizabeth.

Hzx~zY, born 12 mo. 19, 1778, succeeded to his father’s
tan-yard. On the death of his sister, Elizabeth Procter, he
took three of her orphan children home to live with him,
under the kind care of his cousin, Mary Richardson, who was
his housekeeper many years. He died unmarried 3 mo. 25,
1834.

On 6 mo. 16, 1785, my father married Jane Nickle, of
Newcastle, as has been already noticed. Shedied 11 mo. 16,
1801, leaving two children, viz. :—

Aarox, born 9 mo. 15, 1788, who was a mariner, and died
of consumption at Rothbury, in Northumberland, 7 mo. 23,
1811, unmarried, aged 23 vears.

Josepg, born 1 mo. 3, 1791. He was brought up a gro-
cer; but, having a heavy loss by shipwreck, he wound up his
business and became 2 mariner, which he followed for many
years; but, being twice shipwrecked, he lost all his property,
and passed the last few years of his life more comfortably at
Newcastle, and died single, much esteemed, 8 mo. 14, 1843.

The children of Jor~N and MARGARET STEAD.
Before introducing to the rotice of the reader of these
ges the extracts from the few letters of my dear father
which have come to my hand, it may be proper to take a
brief notice of my mother’s kindred, to whom some of these
lctters were addressed.
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John Stead was born at Ampleforth 8 mo. 27, 1710; and
on 10 mo. $, 1738, he married Margaret, the daughter of
George Raper, of Stockton-on-Tees, where he first settled.
He afterwards resided at Washington Mill and Gateshezd,
in the county of Durhkam ; also 2t Kenton and Elswick, near
Newcastle. He spent much of the last years of his life in
Scotland, being drawn there in the way of his business. He
died at the house of John Johnstone, Esq., at Alloa, near
Stirling, 1 mo. 12, 1779. His wife, Margaret Stead, died at
Gateshead, 11 mo. 8, 1766, aged about 60 years, They had
five children, viz.:—

MarGarer, born at Stockton, 10 mo. 7, 1739, married
John Richardson 1 mo. 24, 1760, and died at Low Lichts,
near North Shields, 9 mo. 7, 1781, leaving seven children,
as already noticed.

SaraH, born at Stockton, 4 mo. 7, 1741, became a grocer
in North Shields, and married John Walker, of Whiiby,
master mariner, in the vear 1775, on 2 mo. 13, at Newcastle.
He settled at Shields. Hedied 1 mo. 3, 1813, aged 82 years,
and his wife 6 mo. 1, 1811. Their children were—

John, born 2 mo. 6, 1777 or 8. In 1809 he married Sarah
Dyson, of London, and settled in his business as a painter at
North Shields. He died about 1843, leaving a widow and
two children. His son William died in 12 mo., 1843, and
his daughter soon after.

William, born 10 mo. 1, 1779. He was apprenticed to 2
boatbuilder, but afterwards went to sea as a ship-carpenter,
but was taken by impressment on board a ship of war when
he was 26 years of aze. He died of vellow fever 7 nio. 28,
1806.

Mary, born 9 mo. 22, 1781, died in infancy.

Heary, born 9 mo. 11, 1783, was a block and mast maker.
3 mo. 3, 1814, he marred Isabella Sanderson. They bad
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three children, two of whom died in infanev; but his son,
Sanderson, had a liberal education, grew up to manhood, and
was an intelligent, interesting youth; but was taken off’ by
consumption, 2fter various attempts to remove the disease.
He was born 6 mo. 28, 1815, and died 2t Southampton 2 mo.
27,1845, Heary married a second time, to Frances Holmes:
they both survive.

Hannah, born 4 mo. 10, 1788, resides at Darlington, hav-
ing gained by shop-keeping a sufficiency for her support.

Jony, born at Washington Mill, 2 mo. 8, 1743, married
Sarah, daughter of Isaac and Alice Hall, of Broughion, in
Cumberland, 11 mo. 26, 1777. He first settled as a civil
engineer at Workington, and in 1730 removed to Birming-
ham, where he died, much respected as an elder ir the So-
ciety, 10 mo. 3, 1799. His wife died 10 mo. 16, 1795, aged
50 years. They had six children, viz.:—

Alice, born at Workington 1 mo. 31, 1779, removed to
Birmingham, in 1780, with her parents. Being left an
orphan about 1799, she went as a teacher into the family of
William and Esther Stickney, of Ridgmont, in Holderness,
where she remained some years. She afterwards filled the
same station very usefully in the family of Edward and
Rachel Pease, of Darlinzton. For several of the latter
years of her life, she resided at Sunderland, where her sis-
ters were settled. She was beloved and esteemed as an
elder in the Society. She died of a short illness 1z 5 mo.,
1846.

Hsnnah was born at Birmingham 10 mo. 5, 1780. After
the death of her parents, she resided for some years at
Whitby, and afterwards was married 3 mo. 19, 1306, to
Caleb Wilson, of Sunderland, who was born there 4 mo. 10,
1777, and died 10 mo. 6, 1842. She died 10 mo., 1843.
They left five childrew, of whom four yet survive, iz,
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Joshua, Henry, Charles, and Caleb Stansheld. Their sister
Sarah died soon after her parents. Joshua married Eliza
Sparkes, of London. They have a son, Caleb Stansficld.

Sarah S:ead was born 2 mo. 3, 1783, removed to Sunder-
land, and, afier a useful life, died there 11 mo. 7, 1836.

Lucy, born 4 mo. 23, 1784, also resided at Sunderland
most of her time. She was two or three years in the family
of Alexander Cruickshank of Edinburgh. She was of 3
pious mind, and died 8 mo., 1844,

John, born 4 mo. 23, 1787, was an apprentice to 2 grocer
in Newcastle, but died of consumption at Bishop Wearmouth,
7 mo. 7., 1812.

WirLriay SteAD, son of John and Margaret Stead, was
born at Washington Mill, 4 mo. 24,1747. He 2lso foliowed
the business of civil engineer. He married Mary Hudson,
of Greysouthern, near Cockermouth, 5 mo. 28, 1778. He
first resided in the neighbourhood of Workington, but after-
wards settled at Waverbridge, near Wigton, where he had
the management of a colliery and other works. He died
12 mo. 3, 1810, and his widow, Mary, 3 mo. 1, 1841, aged
90 years. Their children were—

John, born 3 mo. 24, 1779, died 11 mo. 4, 1814. He
married, and left four children. His son John survives,
and two children of his donghier survived their mother, but
I 2m uncertain whether they are yet living.

Elizabeth, 10 mo. 31, 1780, died 11 mo.  1808.

Margaret, 6 mo. 20, 1782, dited 1mo. 1326.

William, 8 mo. 4, 1785, died 1809,
Joseph, 1 mo. 10, 1787, died 2 mo. 1843.
Ann, 2 mo. 22, 1789, vet survives.

Jaxg, born ot Washington, 3 mo. 5, 1745, died iz early
life,
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS AND PAPERS WRITTEN BY
JOHN RICHARDSON TO HIS BROTHERS, SISTERS, &c.

¢ Shields, 11 mo. 13, 1769.
“ Dear brothers and sisters,

“ As I have been induced to take a view of the state of
our family, I desire to sympathise with you in that love,
which, if given way to, would draw us nearer and nearer
one unto acother. It has been our lot to be the descendants
of religious and worthy pareats, who have given us a sober
and virtuous education, and we have been favoured with
persons, health, and rational abilities, equal with other
people, and superior to many ; and are now all set forwards
i the world in 2 likely way to do well. What I very much
desire for us all is, that we may be demeaning ourselves so
as to be worthy of so great favours (as are) conferred on us;
and that our deportment for the time to come, may be such
a¢ may draw down Divine blessinos, more and more upon us.

“ I would not have any of us to give way to too anxious
a desire after this world; nor so much as think to fashior
ourselves, (even) a little, like unto it, after (the example of)
others, in order that we may get a greater grasp of it, and
still think to retain our religion. It is a gilded bait that
has poison in it, and, if swallowed down, will worx death,
unless the great Phrysician of value take pity upon us, and
purge it out by his judgments; and if we escape with our
lives, it will injure our healith, weaken our constitution, and
mar our beauty.

“ 1 therefore very much desire we may all of us look
home unto that hand, which, I believe, has at sundry times,
and in divers manners, extended 1is gracious visitations to
all of us. Let us consider ourselves (as) continually 1n His
presence, and humble ourselves before Him—mecditate In
His law, and give ear to His counsel. Let us maintain
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every practice of our Christian testimony, as we are convinced
of the justness of it. Let us never bring any consideration
whatever into competition, or as into the balance with our
known duty: for to be faithfully discharging our duty is
our greatest gain.

“ If we may all of us be so happy as to presevere steadily
along in this ancient, and yet new and ever living way, we
need not mind much what people may say of us. We shall
be clothed with innocency, which is a covering that is proof
against all malice and envy ; and we shall be an honour to
our Christian profession: a joy and horour to our worthy
aged parents; a help and a blessing one unto another, and
to our dear offsprine. And what is most of all to be desired,
I doubt not but that we shall gain an admittance into the
mansions of -everlasting rest and felicity, when time to us
here shall be no more. |

I conclude, in dear love to you all ;

“From your loving and afiectionate brother,
“ Jorx RicHArDsON.

“ P.S.—1 would have all ‘my brothers and see sisters to
see this.”

N.B.—From some expressions in the foregoing document,
I am led to believe that my dear father was apprehensive
that there was some danger of some individuals of the
family being a little inclined to pride and vanity, in refer-
ence to their personal appearance. Some of them were a
little above the usual average height of stature. He was
six feet two inches without his shoes; and in their prime, I
remember that some of them were comely and somewhat

portly persons.
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To his parents.
¢ Shields, 2 mo. 26, 1778,
¢ Dear parents,

“In that love which alore is able to support under all
(our) exercises, my wife joining me in desire to salute vou;
I doubt not but that you, as well as ourselves, have been
deeply affected under a sense of the breach death has made
in our family; although I believe it has been in great
mercy, as I hope that they that are gone, are removed from
a troublesome probationary world, to the mansions of eternal
rest and peace.

“What seems to come nearest me, 1s the great loss dear
sister (Elizabeth’s) tender children will have of their careful
affectionate mother; but I hope kind Providence will, in
some measure, mediate (or moderate) that, by more strongly
drawing a watchfel eye of regard from you, and their father,
(Ingram Chapman) with that of others their near relations,
whom it may please Him (the Lord) to spare a little longer!

1 often think it is the will of the Almirhty (that) we
should improve every dispensation of His providence,
whether prosperity or adversity, to His honour, our (own)
lasting advantage, and the good one of another.

“We are all pretty well, except John, who has got cold.
‘We should be glad to hear oftener from you, although vou
may have something to communicate at times that may not
be pleasant; it would be much more agreeable to be told it
by near relations, than by other people.

« My wife joins me in dear love to you, brothers, sisters,
and cousins ; not forgetting our son Isaac.

“ From your loving soz,
“ Jorx Ricuaroson.”
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To Henry and Ann Taylor, North Shields.
“ Low Lights, 10 mo. 26, 1773.
“ Dear Friends,

“In 2 letter upon 2 late oceasion, directed to George
Wakefield, which W. B. handed to me, I observed a few
words which took hold of my mind, and continued with me,
the purport of which, as I remember, was as follows; ¢That
1t was more through weakness than want of conviction, that
you were not brought nearer 1o Friends.’

« Now, my friends, a condition something like this is what
many other well-minded people have known, and if the
mind is but truly resizned to the Divine will, I believe such
will receive the strengthening aid of Divine regard to help
them. But oh! my friends, this appears to me a dangerous
state for any of us to settle in. No growth or remewing of
strength to be witnessed here. If this is the case, the poor
soul must languish, and that little spark of living faith which
was once kindled will die, ard little hills will become moun-
tains, and the sight (or view) of the good land will be lost,
and we shall be left in a poor bewildered state and condition,
unless it please the Lord in his mercy to renew his visitation
to us afresh.

“ But I desire and hope that this may not be the case with
you or me. No. Let us endeavour with the little strength
afforded us—for there is no true cenviction but what has
some strenzth arises with it—(to enable us) to be coming up
in the discharge of our known duty, then (if this ability for
prozress be moved 1n) we shall witness a growth and renew-
ing of strength; for every act of obedience alords fresh
strength.

“ My dear friends ! it is in much love that I ofier these
few broken hints to your consideration, and I hope vou wili
receive them as such; and if they may be of any service or
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encouragement in your heavenly journey, it will be much
satisfaction to me. And I desire to take a full share to my-
self, well knowing my own weaknesses and frailties are many
and very great; and I doubt not but that you can read me
in the lines of your own experience, when I say it is only by
our obedience that a growth and renewing of strenzth is
known. So, in that love which enlarged my mind towards
vou, I conclude,

“ Your well-wishing friend,

“ Joa~ RicHarDsON.”

N.B.—The original from which this letter was transcribed
being a little mutilated, it has been needful to supply a few
words to perfect the sense. It i3 in the possession of my
neice, Sarah Priestman Richardson, of Sunderland.—G. R.

To my Aunt, Isabel Richardson—afterwards Hudson.
¢ Shields, 12 mo. 29, 1773.
¢ Dear sister Isabel,

“Thine of the 26th I received, and am a little surprised
at its contents. I should have explained the reason wehad
for our child’s name, but expected our father would have
done it. Our reason for giving him this name (Georae) was
neither to oblige nor disoblize any relation we have living.
It was this. My wife had a grandfather, calied by that
name, Georce Raper, who, she believes, was an honest, worths
man, and who had a great rezard for her. Our child is the
first that has been named after him. My wife says ber mo-
ther would have had one of hers called after him, but it was
not; so that, in naming this child, we have not only revived
the memory of a worthy grandfather, but belicve we have
done the will of our dear deceased mother.
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1 hope the above will be sufficient to satisfy all our re-
lations, as to the propriety and reasonableness of our child’s
name.

“ We are all pretty well. My wife, I hope, continues to
mend, though she does not gather strength very fast. She
and the children join me in dear love to father, mother, and
you alL.

“ From thy loving brother,
“Joux RicHarDSON.”

On the death of my sister Isabel, who departed thislife when
about six years of age.
“ Shtields, 3 mo. 6, 1774.
“ Dear Parents,

“ We received your kind, sympathising letter ;* and now it
1s in my mind to give you some account coacerninz our dear
deceased child. Although her race was short, I believe she
answered the end of her hzving a being here. I think 1
roay safely say she lived in innocency, died in love, and her
memonal is sweet in the minds of those who best knew lier.
Before she took her illness, she seemed to be as thriving as
ever I knew her. She was ill ten or twelve weeks. At the
beginning, her disorder appeared like a cold, and a stiffzess
1n her neck for some days, so that she could not hold her
head straight; but afterwards, a slow fever came on, so thit
we thought her held much as Margaret was, when she had
her sore illress. She bore her afiliction with much patience,
seldom complaining, If none disturbed her. She was much
against taking medicine, nor had I freedom to press much
upon her, as it was much iz my mind that 1t was the will of
Providence to take her from us, which I bave looked upon

¢ See page 33.
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as a great favoar, as it tended to prepare us to look for her
change, when it came, so that it was no surprise. We en-
deavoured to make her as easy as we could, in giving ber
whatcver she desired, which, toward her latter end, was very
Iittle : for about two weeks before shedied, she took lirtle but
pew milk, warm from the cow. A few davs before she died,
her fever seemed rather to abate: but her inside seemed to
be much spent, and she had 2 tickling cough, and phlegm
seemed to gather in her breast, which she had not strenzth
to bring up, so that it was with difficulty she breathed. The
day before she died, she took but little. In the everning, a
Friend came to see her, and gave her an orange, which she
pleasantly took, and gave it to her mother, who cut it into
pieces and gave it into ber hand, and she ate most of it,
which was almost the last thing she took. She was mostly
very sensible to the last, but her voice was now grown very
weak, so that she spoke but Iittle. A little after this, she
grew worse, and bezan to breathe hardly, and seemed to
be in great affliction. Her aunt, her mother, and I wereall
set by her, and she looked upon us, and, seeing us much af-
fected, she reached out her right hand, and drew us to her,
to kiss her, one after another, several times over: after that
she seemed to be easier, and laid awhile; and then she put
ber left hand under her head, aund laid her right hand over
her breast, and fell into a slumber, and laid awhile, ard then
she began to fetch (her breath), and so passed away, about
one o’clock on the 15th of 4th month, and was buried on
First-day, the 17th. A solemn meeting was held on the
occasion, at which was our Friend James King, Elizabeth
Holmes, and Ann King; and that power, which has borne
up our heads through many exercises, was mercifully felt at
that scason, bearing up our drooping spirits above the waves
of sorrow.  Blessed and praised be His holy name for ever,
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who never fails to sanctify every dispensation of his Previ-
dence, if we are but so happy as to receive them in lhis own
way.”

The copy in my possession 1s without the signature.—G.R.

To my uncle, John Stead, then at Workington.
« Shields, 10 mo. 20, 1776.
“ Dear brother John,

“ Thine of the 15th inst. I have received, and observed the
contents. As to thy new adventure, 1 know scarcely an¥y
thing of the na¥ure of it, so I am incapable of reasonirg about
1t: as to J. K.’s knowledge in that branch, expect it must be
perfect. As to his running into so many branches of basi-
ness, 1 remember in a select meeting not long ago, upon an-
swering the query which saith, ¢ Do none overcharge them-
selves with business to the hindrance of their service 2—he
seemed with some zeal to desire Friends might take it home,
and pay due regard to it, acknowledzing that he had need
to do the same. That he may always take due heed to it 1s
what I desire.

“ As to my part, I must own 1t would have been more
satisfactory to my mind if thou had got clear of thy present
troublesome aflairs, and enzaged in some business which thou
might have compassed by thyself (or at least with the assist-
ance of a sauitable wife), somewhere in the neighbourhood
where thou now art.

] think T have heard thee say thou thought there might
be something dene in the flour way: and as thou under-
stands mills, T have thoucht that it might be a Iikelx branch
for thee; but would have thee quite casy in thy own mind
as to what thou eagages in.

¢ believe it may be right to reason onand weigh things;
but I have ever found there is something to be regarded
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above reason, even in the common concerns of life, if we
expect to have satisfaction in our undertakings. But I
would not have thee think I mean to bear hard upon thee;
nor would I have thee be too much discouraced, because of
thy present circumstances. A slavish fear is dangerous: by
giving way too much to it, we may lose our right sense.

“ As to thy monev, thou may have it whenever thou
wants it, and I believe sister (Sarah’s) likewise ; and if thor
should be straitcned, I believe I may be able to assist thee
with fifty or one hundred pourds if required.

“ James Anderson (of Kelso) was here last week; I
believe he is at Newcastle now, and intends to £o home-
wards to-morrow or next day. We are all pretty well,
except William and George, who stull have the kincough,
but we think them something better. Sister Sarah’s frierd,
Jobn Walker, is here now. She has been poorly since thou
wast here, but 1s better.

“ Shall be glad to hear from thee at all opportunities.
My wife, sister, and my children join me in dear love to
thee, and brother (William), when thou sees him.

“ From thy loving brother,
“ Jor~ RicHARDSON.”

“P.S.—Pleasc give my kind love to Jonathan Sargeant
and wife, and my wife's likewise.”

To my grandfather John Stead.
¢ Shields, 1 mo. 4, 1779.
 Dear father,
“ Thine of the 16th of last month was very acceptable,
2s we wanted to know how thou was, and where thou was.
“If thou docs not get better, we fear it will not suit thee
to go about the country. If =0, we think thou Lad better
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scttle thy affairs, and either go and live with brother John,
or here, as thou talked when thou left us last.

“ As to the money, thou need not trouble thyself abous
that at present. I have four hundred pounds of brother
Ingram Chapman’s upon interest; and as he has lately
bought a ship. 1 expect he will want part of it against
summer, likely more than I can conveniently spare out of
trade ; so that, if thou should have any to spare about the
1st of 6 mo., it may do me service; but if thou should have
an opportunity of placing it out safely, and at good interest,
I would not have thee disappoint thyself; for I doubt not
but that I can get what wil! answer my turn.

“ We are all middling well. My wife got her bed of a
son about two months since.  She recovers finely; the
child’s name 1s Henry. Friends at Shields are generally
pretty well, and so were relations at Whitby, the last
account we had. My father was here to see us last summer;
2o was I to see them last back end.

“There has been a sore breach in the Reay’s family.
John Reay and Daniel Coats are both bankrupts; and Ann
King has failed and been disowned by Friends. All their
dividends are said to be very poor; and they are in a great
deal of debt. I suppose such a failure was hardly ever
known amongzst Friends in the north.

“ We think it 1s a pity thou does not wnite oftener. 3y
wife and children Join me in dear love to thee. From thy
loving som,

“ Jomy Ricmarpsox.”
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From my grandfather, John Stead, to my sister, Margaret
Richardson, who afterwards became the wife of Joseph
Unthank. It is dated from near Kelso, 1778, when she
was a young girl.

¢ My dear granddauzhter,

1 received thy letter—it was long before I got it, owing
to my not going to Kelso; but I was well pleased with it,
pot only because it was the first that T had reccived from a
granddaughter, but the contents of it—that of taking my
advice, and that of thy mosther, which resolution I hope
thou wilt never have cause to repent of, for thou may be
sure that fathers and mothers always give their children the
best advice they are capable of, and be zssured they have
bad the most experience.

“ We may suppose few that are parents but who have
more light in some things {than their children), so that they
are the likeliest to advise them, for parents feel for their
children as for themselves. If a child did but consider what
an aflliction it is to a father or a mother to have them to say
or do amiss, it certainly would prevent them doing many
wrong things. But I hope the best for vou, as you have so
good a pattern both of father and mother; and as thou hast
been some time at Whitby, I do not doubt but thy grand-
father and grandmother there would show thee a sample of
bhumility, as well as give thee good advice.

“ So I hope thou wilt not take pattern at the zay, and
those that do not dress plain, which our religion leads to.
But if we bezin with little things to go wrong, these Iittle
things may be compared to liitle foxes that are in danger of
growing to great ones, and may do a great deal of mischief
to ourselves, as well as hurt to the Soctety (of which we are
members). I ber we may all keep low and humble in our
minds, and that will keep many thiogs right as well as our
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dress. Although religion does not consist in meat, drink, or
dress, 1t certainly leads to moderation in all these things.
From thy loving grandfather,

“ JoN StEAD.”

To my uncle, John Stead, giving an account of my dear
mother’s illness and death.
¢ Shields, 9 mo. 11, 1781.
“ Dear brother, John Stead,

“ It is long since I heard from thee, or thee from me.
The subject of my writing at this time will be very affecting
to thee as well asme. My dear wife was taken unwell about
four weeks azo. She went about the house three or four
days, and then was obliged to go to bed. She complained of
pain in her head, stomach, and back, and had part fever.

“ We had Dr. Hall, of Newcastle, and Dr. Watson, of
Shields, emploved ; but all they did afforded her little or no
relief ; but she grew weaker and weaker, until last fifth-day
night, when she resigned her breath about one o’clock on
sixth-day morning. She was buried on first-day. Many
friends and neighbours attended the funeral. She was mostly
sensible, but talked very little. A day or two before she
died, she had almost quite lost her hearing.

-« My loss is very great, as I know she was one of the best
of wives, as well as one of the Lest of mothers. I desire to
hear from thee soon. My poor children juin me in dear love
to thee, thy wife, and children.

“ From thy loving brother,
« Jony Ricnanpsox.”

P.S. A memorzndum in my dear fathet’s handwritinz on
another paper says:—* My dear wife departed this lifo
about one o’cleck in the morning of the Tth of Yth month,
1781, and was buried the Sth.—Jouy Ricitarvzon.”
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To Joseph and Margaret Unthank, then residing at Whitby.
¢ Shields, 5 mo. 4, 1792.”

After a little family intelligence, he proceeds—

“ When I was with yor, ¥ thought you seewned to be
under some discouragement respecting the state of your
mecting; and indeed it felt to me asif truth was at a very
low ebb, which 1 believe is the case. Now my advice to
you is to endeavour to bear your suffering with meckness
and patience, spreading your cause before Him who sees us
all a3 we are; and be sure not to move in your own strength.

“I have remembered how it was with the guvod King
Hezekiah, when the King of Assyria sent Rabshakeh to re-
proach the living God ; but this good king did not return
railing for railing, but his commandment was, ¢ Answer
him not.” But he was deeply concerned to spread his cause
before the Almichty, acknowledging their great weakress,
baving no strength of their own to withstand this great
vaunting enemy. Observe how acceptable this humble pe-
tition was to the Almighty; what 2 comfortable answer he
was pleased to give him; and how did he confound and
bring to confusion this great vaunting enemy, without the
help of man. So that I have thought that it will be best
for you and for us all to trust in Him at all times, who
knows how to get honour to himself and to preserve us in
our own proper place.

“ ¥ thought this little hint might be acceptable to you, as
it scemed to spring encouragingly in my mind.

“ Friends and relations at Shields are much as usual.
Your mother, William, and Isaac Gallilee, join me in kind
love to you and all relations, as if named. From your lov-
ing father,

- 37

¢ JorN Ricrarpsox.
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To my uncle, William Richardson.
“ Shields, 5th mo. 27th, 1799.
“ Pear brother William,

“ 1t 1s now long since we saw one another. I am sensible
thou must have had a deal of trouble since that time, and
people in thy situation never pass without reflections. But
I never did believe that thou intended to act dishonestly;
but I have observed that so far as any of us have deviated
from the good example left us by our worthy parents, it has
been 3 hurt to us. I have heard that thou has bezun
leather cutting in Sheflield ; I wish 1t may do (well) for thee.
I think it may suit thee better than farming at thy time of
life.

“I hope thy son William has been, and will be, kind to
thee. I have reason to be thankful that things are with
me as they are; but my large family have a call for all
that I can do for them. My daughter Elizabeth is lately
married to Joseph Procter, draper, in Shields; and William
wants to begin business; and 1 find myself attended with
weakness and infirmity, that I was a stranger to in my
younger years, so that I cannot do as I used to do.

- “However, as a mark of my regard for thee, I make thee
a present of the irclosed bill, value twenty pounds. I shall
be very glad to hear from thee of thy welfare in every
respect, and desire that thou wilt acknowledge the receipt of
this by return of post. My wife and sons join me in kind
love to thee and thy wife. Thy loving broiher,

“ Jorx Ricrirpsoxn.”
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Another on the state of the leather trade.
« Shields, 9 mo. 17, 1799.
“ Dear brother,

“ Thine of the Oth inst. I received, and am glad to find
thou likes the place, and that thou and thy family keep
your health.”

After some remarks on ox and cow horns, and shank
bones, which, it appears, my uncle had enquired afier, he
adds :—

“ We sell our dintle hides at 24d.; backs at 25d.; and
skins at 30d. per pound, and cannot serve our customers so
fast as they want them. I never knew leather so scarce as
at present. e are pretty well at present; my wife joining
me in kind love to thee and thine.

“From thy loving broiher,
“ Joux Ricmarpsox.”

Brother Isaac Richardson, to my uncle William Richardson,
of Shefiield.
¢ Newcastle, 4 mo. 5, 1800.
¢ Dear uncle,”

After writing on the business affairs between themselves,
he thus proceeds :—

“ Brother Georze would inform thee of the decease of our
dear father this day week, after being reduced to a state of
great weakness by a lingering 1illness. His remains were
interred on Fourth day forenoon, and attended to the grave
by a larze number of Friends and others.  Uncle and
cousin Henry, from Stockton, and some of our cousin Peases,
from Darlington, with cousin Thomas Gallilee, frum Whitby,
were therc.

“ We of his fomily shall feel at times the loss of his
advice, and fatherly care over us; but the change is doubt-
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doubtless a blessing to him. He looked to it with cheerful-
ness, and earnest desire ; having a confident hope of receiving
the reward of ¢ Well done,” &c.

“He has appointed his three eldest sons his executors;
and directed the business to be given up for the present,
and that, when the stock 1s disposed of, that brother Henry
shall take the yard. With love to thee and family,

“ I am, thy affectionate nephew,
“ Jsaac RicHARDSON.”

It may here be remarked that, by reason of the high
price of leather, at the time when my father’s stock in
trade was sold off (being, in some articles, about three times
the price which it i3 now in 1849), the produce was greater
than himself had anticipated, which proved a seasonable
aid to his children; several of whom were about com-
mencing business on their own account.

Thus indeed did the biessing of Providence attend his
honest industry and conscientious integrity in his dealings.
A remarkable proof of his integrity has been communicated
to me since commencing with these memorandums. Having,
at a certain time, during the latter period of his life, some
hay to sell, an officer in the army came to buy it. On my
father naming the price, the officer urged him to charge
ten shillings per ton more, saying it was very common in
sales to the government. My father steadily refused the
proposal.

That John Richardson would spurn such a proposal, was
to be expected of him; but it is a deplorable fact that such
base practices are or were resorted to by several captains of
ghips, whereby their owners were defrauded. I have had 1t
from undoubted authority, that in purchasing ship stores,

1
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or In paving for repairs, it was too common to ask for and
be furnished with two bills, the charges being lower in the
one than the other; the lower being paid to the tradesman,
the higher charged to the owner 1n the ship’s accounts, and
the difference pocketed by the captain. How low is the
tone of moral feeling, where such a practice can be coun-
tenanced by either party! Some ship-owners increase the
temptation to resort to such mean practices, by offering
wages to the captain not coinmensurate with the responsibility
and duties of the station.

From Jobhn Richardson, to Thomas Fenwick, justice of
peace, residing at Earsdon, near North Shields, in refer-
ence to a distraint for church rates, so called.

“ Low Lights, 11 mo. 3, 1796.
¢ Justice Fenwick, respected Friend,

“ Y hope it is witk due submission that I take the liberty
to lay a few remarks before thee. I have always believed
thee to be an upnight magistrate; one who wishes to
administer justice impartially; and, as thou has been one
of the justices who has granted two warrants to distrain
upon me, for what John Usher calls his rights, I think it
right thou should know what has been done under such
authority.

The first warrant specified for dues and charges, 15s. 5d.;
and the constable took leather worth above £2 by their own
account. They sold it for £1 19s. 8d.; and, on account of
that, they tendered me 4s. 9d., which I did not receive, as I
have the same scruple against settling such accounts, as
against paying the first demand.

“The last warrant I have not seem, they makinz the
seizure In my absence; but a copy of 1t was left with me

before, which specifies as due to John Usher, 18s. 8d., and



87

7s. charges; for which my servant tells me, that Edward
Young, and Robert Wardle, took forty-five pounds of sole
leather, worth 17d. per pound, or £3, 3s. 9d. My troubling
thee 1n this manner, is not because I am either weary or
ashamed of suffering. I know, by comfortable experience,
that the cause for which I suffer is a good one. My dear
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, has left a perfect example
of suffering in his own person; and I bope, through Divine
assistance, to bear, with patience and fortitude, such portion
of suffering, as He, in His infinite wisdom, may permit.

“ I have understood that the law by which we suffer, was
made in favour of our Society, to prevent vexatious law
proceedings ; and, I believe, 1t has pretty generally answered
the end for which it was intended; the officers, in most cases,
are willing to give their peaceable neighbours as little
trouble as they well can ; takinz as near the value specified
in the warrant as they can. No farther off than Sunderland,
our Friends are generally distrained upon annually, for
church cess (so called), 2nqd I have observed they take very
near what is directed in the warrant. In some instances,
where they have known the value of the goods, they have
taken exactly the sum. Now it is a standing rule in our
Society, that we keep 2 record of the prosecutions and sufier-
ings of our respective members ; so that our posterity, in
time to come, may see what their forefathers suffered for:
20 that I am sorry that these cases of mine should appear
in that register so singular; especially as I believe the
justices who granted the warrants, do not wish to counte-
nauce oppression.

“J am afraid of trespassing on thy patience, but hope
that thou wilt at least put this favourable construction on
my intention in these matters, that it is from a persuasiorn
of duty, and not from obstinacy, that I submit to have my
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goods wrested from me, as above observed. Having laid
this matter before thee, I conclude with sincere desires for
thy present and everlasting happiness.  Thy true friend,

« Jorx RicHARDSON.”

Ox Mrxrp Marriaces.—Br Joux Ricxarpsox.

A few portions of Scripture, with brief observations upon
them, offered to the serious comsideration of such of the
people called Quakers, as plead for the lawfulness of
mixed marriages, and say, “There is no sin in them: they
are only a breach of order.”

« ¢ Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife; and thev shall be one
flesh Gen. 1ii. 24. Now, if man and woman, joined in
marriage, are one flesh, who will not acknowledge that, to
make them happy, ther ought to be of one spirit 2

“ ¢ The sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they
were fair, and they took them wives of all which ther
chose.’ Gen. vi. 2.

“ Note. Somns of God, and sons of men, appear to be the
distinguishing names given to the true and false Church ;
and this appears to be the first step of their degeneracy
charced

“¢ Abraham said unto the eldest servant of his house,
that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand
under my thizh, and I will make thee swear by the Lord,
the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou
shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daugzhters of the
Canaanites, amongst wkom I dwell ; but thou shalt go unto
my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my
son Isaac.’ Gen. xxiv. 2. 4. Now, observe the care of the

¢ Father of the faithful, and .c The friend of God,” for the

npcn thom

AL whbaw
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welfare of his son, in the important affair of marriage; and
how his pious concern was crowned with success.

“¢And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife
Judith, the daughter of Beeri, the Hittite; ard Bashemath,
the daughter of Elor, the Mittite; which were a grief of
mind to Isaac and to Rebekah.” Gen. xxvi. 34

¢ And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged
him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the
daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house
of Bethuel, thy mother’s father, and take thee a wife from
thence of the daughters of Laban, thy mother’s brother; and
God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful,’ &c. Gen.
xxvil. 1.  Observe that the same concern rested upon these
godly parents that was upon Abraham; and likewise the
Divine blessing that followed the obedient son.

¢ ¢ Neither shalt thou make marriage with them; thy
daughter thou shalt not give unto his son ; por his daugh-
ter shalt thou take unto thy son; for they will turn away
thy son from following me.” Deut. vi1.3. Now, is it no sin
to break the commandments of God 2

“ ¢ But King Solomon loved many strange women, together
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the danghters of
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,” &e¢. 1 Kings xi. 1.
Nov, it 1s plain that it was not kindred in the flesh that was
the thing (enjoined or aimed at), because the foregoing
nations were of the relations of Abrabam ; no, it was purely
matters in or of relizion. “For it came to pass, when Solo-
mon was old, that his wives turned away bis heart after
other gods; and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his
God, as was the heart of David, his father.” So it appears
that his strange wives were the cause of his declension.

“ After the captivity, Ezra bitterly lamented, saying, ¢ For
they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for
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their sons, so that the holyv seed have mingled themselves
with the people of this land; vea, the hand of the princes
and of the rulers hath been chief in this tresspass. And
when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and myv mantle,
and plucked oii the hair of my head and of my beard, and sat
down astonied.” Ezra ix. 7. Read this and the chapters
following, and observe the trouble and anguish of spirit it
brought vpon this good man, that was so deeply concerned
for the welfare of his people.

“ < In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives
of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab, and their children
spake half the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the
Jews’ language, but according to the language of each peo-
ple; and I contended with them, and cursed them, and
smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and made
them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters
unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto vour sons, or
for vourselves. Did not Solomon, King of Israel, sin by
these things 2 vet, among many nations, was there no kinz
like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him
king over all Israel. Nevertheless, even him did outlandish
women cause to sin. Shall we then hearken unto vou todo
all this great evil; to transgress against our God in marry-
Ing strange wives 27 Nehemizh xii. 23, &e.

It is worth while observing in the above, how the folly of
the parents was manifested by the poor children being,
through their negligence in observing the law of God, soled
astray.

“ ¢ The wife 13 bound by the law as long as her husband
liveth ; but, if her busband be dead, she 1s at liberty to be
married to whom she will, only in the Lord” 1 Cor.vu.30.
Sec here 1s free liberty to choose, provided it is within the pale
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of true religion; but the same tie (or injunction) still remains
in force: it must be ‘in the Lord.’

« ¢ Mine answer to them that do examine me is this: have
we rot power to eat ard to drink; have we not powerto lead
about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the
brethren of the Eord and Cephas?” 1 Cor. ix. 3. Observe,
she must be a sister before she be taken to wife.

“ Now, mark well that this Divine law was in force
before the flood, after the fiood, before the giving of the Jew-
ish law, in the time of the Jewish law, and is still continued
in Gospcl times; so that it appears strange how any that
have witnessed the work of conversion, and the fear of the
Lord set before their eyes, so that they dare not join with
any thing that His controversy is against, can look vpon
mixed marriages as a light thing.”






ERRATA, OR OMISSIONS NOW SUPPLIED.

Page 64, Joshua Richardson has five children, not six; viz.:em
Hannah [sabells, Mary Eliza, Charlotte, John Joshua, and Esther
Maris.

Ibid, 1. G. Holmes and Margaret his wife bad six children, of whom
Eleanor, Henry, and Bepjamin. survive. Eleenor married Joseph
Fairbridze, and has two sons.

Page 65, Thomas J. I3ackhouse, and Margaret his wife, have 2 son
Jonatban, in addition to those mentioned.

Page 66, In the notice of Joseph ard Elizabeth Procter’s childrea.
their son, John Richardson Procter, is omitted. He occupies the
family tanyard at Low Ligbts, and married Lydia Richardsoa. of
York ; see page 42. They have two children. viz. :—Henry Richardson.
and John William.

METCALF ROSS, PRINTER, PILGRIM STREET, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE-




ERRATA, &e, CONTINUED,

1 30, 5, 1830
PrASE
itl. At the bottum of paze, for » bl read * the.”

20.

2

*?

25.

4;.

Eizhth Epe, rexd, after = married,” > Joshea Wilson of Sunder-
land, and, afts his deceasa, Willtam Brown,” &c.
FEleventh line, for = tiwo sous,” z2ad v threal”

O s

Second var., third lina, for * 1313, read »* 1513,

Third par., second hn 2, for * h.un‘on, read = Runnton.

Fonrth line, for ** 10 0. 16,” reud ** 2bvut 10 ma.’

Sixth hine from bottom,™ for % adapguter,” read * two daughton.’.

Fifth de., after “sons.” read “and a davgziter.”

Second do.. for * Kildale.” read * Kilden.”

Fourta line, for » Sarzh,” r2ad ** Anpn.”

Teath iine ffom bottom, fur ** near,” read * above.”

Bottom lize, add, ** She afierwards married Isaze White. Her son
Robert marnied Mary Hesletine. Hedied in 1838, Har daugh-
ter Mary married J ohn Baker, now of Thirsk, and has seven
children.

- Carclina, dazohter of Rebert and Caroline’s son Rickard, ye:

rvives, aad resides with ber uncle, Thomas Richardson.”
Qecom. par., fourth lin2, for *20,” read *¢28.”
Sceond par., fiith Iin2, Hor 10 mo. 5, read © 5 mo. 10.”
Last par., first line, for * 7 mo. 3,"” read ¢ 9 mo. 7.”
Second par., fourth line, for +* 6 mo. 10,” read ** 6 o, 16.”
Thirteenth line, for ** Mary Wian,” read = Mary Driver.”
Sixteenth line, for ** 1347, read ¢ 1843.”
Nineteenth line, for = Liverpool,” read * Neath.”
Twenty-third itne. for 1837, read «C IR4R”
Foarth line, for - Jane.” read -* Sarah Jane.”
Second Une, for ** 10 mo. 9,” r2ad ** 5 mo. 10.”
Third par.. tiird lige, for = 1753, read = 1777.7
Fifth line from bottom, for ~-yuilow fever,” reud -* consumption.”

-

Fif:h liae. .’o.' -2 mo..' read >} :z.-n.’

-

" read »Joshua Stansield.”



