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Ssoor.D the reader of these pages be ready to qnes:ion the utility pf 

!welling th~ little volume by the insertion of so many dates, he m:iy be 
1nformed. that identity of person or lineige ha.-c b~en, and may be. 

better ucertained by it ; and considering that the Socie:y' s R~gistry 

or births and death.; is not so euy of acce~!' 3.S formerly, it is hoped 

that some con\'"enience may accrue from it to individuals on certain 

oee~"iona which may ber~aft~:- arise. It ~ highly probab!e that \"3.r:ou:e 

inaccuracies may be <fuco"rere-d, which it ti hoped will be e!tcused 

when it is considered how great tbe difficulty i:s in ::u·oiding them. 

There are al,osomeomusions, which t~e Editornow re~et~ to discover; 

but the inform:ition came too late in some imtancas to be ic.serted in 

the proper place. See page 9-2. 





TO T.Hl!! 

DESCE~orn ... .\~~s OF ''t1LLI ... -\J1 ... ~"'1> ELIZABETH 
RICH.A.RDSON. 

H.a.n,;G long hsd in my poss~~on a part of the n:13.te:uls which ha,-e
!nrnished ?"'~!!er fur the en.saitlg p~ 8,:j often M I h.3.i-e e~ 

them a pc?rstasion hu ariset4 th:J.t, with some abridgmen~ the peni~l 

of th..~ ..-ould prove interesting, 3lld possibly con\"ey ~me in.strocthe 

hints to mmy of yon, e1pecia.lly to those in euly lift?. An a.ddition~l 

stimulus ha$ be-en sopplied by the fr~uent urgent :reqn~t of my own 

children, to prepare a brief memorial of my own beloved father, JoK!li 

RtcB.AJLDSOs. of whom they OCC8.3ionally hear me speak with sentl:nen~ 

or high eisteem. Yielding to these indncem~nts. m att~pt w been 

made to collect and an-ange :L ~w fragments, both of the fu-~t of our 

ancestors who became nnited in Chrutia.n fellowship with the Society 

of Friends, and also brief notices of their children. more particularly of 

their yonngest son, lu.a.c, and Is~BEL, hi! wife, who were the parents 

of my father .. 

I ha:re lor.g regarded a. piom ancestry, most ~pecially parenb whose 

lives were regu!:lted by the fear of God, and who ende:1:roured to walk 

in the true fai~ and in obedience to His will, as amongst the choice:St 

bl@ssings conrerred upon u:s by Him who "" hath made of one blood all 

nations of men to d'ilrell on all the face of the earth, and ha.th determined 

the times before appointe~ a:id the bouncb of their habitation.'" 

Blessings of this character are in no degree at our eomma.nd, nor under 

our controul, and ought eTer to excite in us emotions of rei-~re:nt and 

humble gratitude. l:ndoubted.ly these bles!in~ are amoDg!t the tale:ib 

giren for oar impro~ement, to tn:-n our feet into the way of peace. and 

tt> enable u, tbe better to promo:.e the glory of God, and to fulfil hi:J 

gracioo~ designs co:iccrning hfa ga.tbered church. For "" He will have 

all men to be sa•ed, and to come unto the kno·'-'leJge of the truth." 

He wbo created tbe hea.-en3 and the earth .. formed man for a pu~poi~ 

of his own glory, and to show forth hi~ prai~e. Therefore we ishall be 

held accoon:ab1e for the dili;ent tl~ :uid impro,emeot of the:;e .. :i:s of 

every other gift ar.d tall!nt ccnforred upon tu by onr H~a.~·e:1ly F.itber; 

and in ca:!e of ne;1ect. oar d,Jo::n 'Q.'i11 t: ■ coabtedly b~ more be:uy tba:. 

that or tho~e v.b" have not be't!n so fa-mered. 

Chrut ~ the Rock of ages. '\Yb.it i:s re'loire,d of u! i, to follow 

be exam?le of oor pio~ pa.:-ents, a~ tb~y fol!o.i-ed Christ. They were 
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faithfol iD '1!riuns de~~~; bot He i,j ot?:- o:iiy pe:-fi":t t-X3r!ple.. They 
tramed n.:s to b-:-li~e in Him: t<:' ~Ec-\·C' not only in th-e prc-ciou, rt""Co:-d.s 

of Holy &rip:nre eon~rcing h:~ and the de3.liog, of God ~ith m:lil 

in all ag~.:S; but they uught us to bc-!ic-\"~ in tiut inward m:1~i!°e:5U!.ti<'n 

of Hi:s grace .:t!ld good. ~pirit. a c.~1Sore 1rher~f u gi,·en to ~~ry man 
to profit withal ; and in the inw:,.rJ re,·elation of his light. life. ~d 

power. for oa:- pu:-:...ncation from ~in. and from all uucl~:in:it>ss; as si~o 

in th~ atone:n~nt which Christ m:i.de for oar :Sini by his :scffering3 and 

death, gh-i.ng him?elf a rans<>~ tb.:it .-e might be reconciled unto God.. 
But ..-ith res~t to our parent1: did not m!UlY of tt!t also partake of 

the sweet sa-rour of their spiri~? did ..-e not at ti.ma feel somewhat of 

the grace of oar Lord Je~u~ Christ presiding under the pare~tal roof, 

and therein taste & little of sweet spiritn:tl communion? Oh ! the 

preciotb'tless of these sensatio:i~ ! Y.hat an influence do they !hed O'\"er 

the minds of dear cbildre:i. w-hen at time~ ther are m:ide sensible of it 
throngh the soflPning influence of th~ir H~t"enly Father·~ 1ot'e ! when 

parents, wal~ing in the ~ar of God, in Christian gra:rity of deme3Ilour, 

in weightiness of spirit before G~ d\\"elling in hi! lore, liri::ig to his 

glory, maintaining in the family circle a jealoas re;a:-d to 1w honotl!", 

and the exaltation of his holy name, by a "j;ilant circnm!pect!O:l in 
all thing:c. 

Is this too high an attainment? If "Vl"e do not aim at perf~ction, it 
is scarcely to be expect~d that we sbocld e\"er attai:i it. ~~ The Lord'• 
arm is not shortened." "" Faithful i! he who hath called yoo,'· saith 

the apostle, "who al~ will do it.'' Yes. ~ yoa ~urreude::- yourseh-e3 
to seek the Lord. and to feel after him-to serre him Wlth a perfect 

and upright hear~ and with a willing miod-you will th.?:i find Chrut':s 

words true, that hi:5 yoke is easy, and his burden light. How inesti-

nor any good thio6, will the Lord ~thhold from them who walk 

aprightly; th:it there i!i laid up for os a crown of righteousoe~, an 
eternity of g1ory in the hearen!y Jern.;a!em. 

Let u.:;., therefore, lay ~ide e,ery 'Q.eigb.t v.hich impedes our pro;re!s 

towar,fa th:it city-all tbose ~in, which most easi1y be~et \JS .. a1:d rn:::1 

with patience the rac~ s-et before -cg-•• looking unto J~u~, the a~tbor 

and fini.!9her of our faith." "' If we soffer, we !'!hall also reign with bim" 

in that kingdom which !hall ne,e:r h:l\·e an end. 
Your fri~nd and kin~-:nan. 

GEORGE RICHARDSO:X. 

Keicc~e-up;n-Tgne, 12 T1UJ. 18, 18~9. 



S0.!\1£ ACCOtJXT OF \\.ILLl..\)l RICHARDSO:S, OF GRE..-\ T 
A YTO~. ~ EAR STOKE~LEY, 'iORKSHl RE, .-\~D ELIZA
BETH HIS WIFE; HEI~G CHIEFLY COXDE~SED EX
TRACTS FRO)! _-\ LETTER n·RITTE~ BY THEIR ~~. 

JOH:S RICHARDW~. OF L.\:SGB.\Rf .. XE.\R AYTOX. TO 
HIS ~£PHEW JOH:S. GIYI~,; SO:'-IE ACCOl"~T Of HIS 
PARE~T~ A~D AFTERW .-\RD5 BY HI~f TR.\~SlHTTED 
TO HJS BROTHER. 15.\.AC RJCH • .\RDSOX .. OF WHITBY .. 
'\\"HO WAS THE F.-\THER OF JGH~ RICH.-\RDSOX .. OF 
LO\V LIGHTS, ~EAR ~ORTH SHIELDS. THE LETTER 
IS D.ATEJ) LA~GBARF .. 4TB :\10. 7TB, 1756. 

THE writer states that his father, ,Yilliam Richardson, was 

married to Elizabeth '\\ ilson, his mother, at " Lythe p:iri5h 

church/' being educated in communion ~th the Church of 

England. Their marriage is thought to have taken place 
about the year 1683. 

Their i11tercourse and coove~..ation were with the more 

sober sort of ?-op!e : yet, obserring practices amongst them 
inconsistent with their apprehension of the will of God, a~ 

re~ea.1ed in the Holy Scriptures, and manifested in the ~ecret 

of their own hearts, the'\'" }~came conxinccd, tltouzh ~rratlv .., -- - ,, 
in tbe cross to the natural will, that it was hecomc thf]ir 

incumbent duty to be joined in communion with tlJC Soc:r;ty 
of Friends. The'"' eskeme<l the fo.'t"',,ur of God of more i1n-. 
port~nt:e to thern th:in th'? fricnd::ih1p of the world. Thou.;11 
subj(;i:ting t}.,:msch·e:,, not only to scorn and d,;rision, Lut to 

B 



the persecution :1nd sufferings to v. hich the Society !lt th:i.t 
period W:t.S exposcJ, the:· w~re nude willing to part with :ill 
tor Christ's sake; and yielding obedience to Him, the Cap

tain of their S~'t'ation, the:· be~me conquerors,. ~y pati~ntly 
sutlcring, through li~ing fuith in Him who fir5t suff~red for 
them. Being helped, tl1roug-h the mere:· of God, to \'\"alk 
in fuithfulness mid integrity of heart bet~lre Him, they be
came useful members of the Socierv with which thev had . . 
become united. 

'\Yilliam Richard..~n was b"" trade a tanner; and dilizenth-. - . 
in1pro-ing the little stock which he posse~sed, he was ena-

bled to make a proper p:oYision for his I:u-ge family, and 
was well esteemed, Ly tho5-e with w hon1 he had dealings, ag 

3n upright man; and his son obser""es, that he might :w.
v:,.ntageously ha,e retired from business ten years ea.rlier 
than he did, :ind ~ould thereby ha.-e escaped much per
ple."\:ity in his Jeclinir.g years. 

He remarks that his parents J.id not interfere much with 

each others business, knowing that they need not one bid 
the otbe!' to do their best ; yet they ad,ised with each other 

in affairs of moment, ,Yilliam often e~incing a high esteen1 

f.>r his wife':, judgment. Elizabeth, in ad,iition to the nia

~en1<..!nt of her housc:hol<l, a:i<l nursing her tweh·e children, 
ap~rs to ha";"e taught :=o~t of thct.."1 to r~d an11 writ~ 

herself. 
Th~ writer sprok:s in high tcrm5 of his mother·s qualifi~

tio:1j and circumspect tonduct : ,: not in hurry or ho.5te, 

eid1cr in works or ".Yff:d~ ;·' cl:~ :;~'!1t in \-~~it:n~ ~n(l c:iriIJg 

i~>r tl,.~ ~ick-scldom lco.vin~ her own d~c.:1ling e~cept on 

:s:..ch scn--icc, or in the di5char;e of her religious dut:·· 

Sh~ was calk:-<l to the n1inis!ry of the ~o::pd; ail◄l ·whilst 

!)he l1ad often to dec1are ,~ that all 1,y nat"!J.rc are chil11rcn of 
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wntb," :yet her fruits bore e\"idence tha.t she he~elf had 

been r~\"'oureJ to witness the uew birth, and reconcili:ition 

with God. She lo\"'M ri;htrou~ness, :md hated iniquity: 

being :in example that w:i.s s:,.fe to fvllo~-, of daily self-denial. 

She had often to S:l'\"', in the n:ime of the Lord, ·' )I\"' son, - -
gi'"'e 1ne thine he:u1." )!ale and fenule arc :i.11 c,ne in 

Christ. .A. di\·ided heart will not do. Ile will not o-i'"'e hh-e 

glory to a.nother. It is our interest, as well as our dut;:, to 
let Christ rule in and o,er us : we can sen-e none like hin1. 
As her l1eart was filled with the love of God, she longed to 
b:1.ve a.II filled with the 5ame, a.nd with lol"'e one to another. 

This lol"'e, she often had to declare, is uni'\"'ersa.l; a.nd under 

a sense of the ~trength of it, ""hich she witnessed in her:-elf 

to reach as to the ends of the earth, she would cry aloud, 
" All have heard ; but all h:n·e not obeyed ;" scttin; ford1 
how God, in his lol"'e, hath invitM a.11, and C\"en v;oo

eth them as a young man woceth a rirgin. But at tin1e~, 
with sorrow, she would cry, :is in the name of Christ, '· 0 

'Englan<l ! the land of 1ny natinty, how often would I ha,·e 
gathered tbee as a hen gathers her chickens under her 
v.ings, but thou W-(luldst not !" And, in a sense of the ne

cessity there was for all to tum to him, before the~- so grie,·e 

him th:1.t his Spirit \\,·ill no lc,nger ~tri-e with them, seeing 

also tha.t he, as it were, v.-ceps o\·er us, as he did formerly 
over Jero~alem, ~ayin~, " 0 that my people were wi~," ~nd 
wonld "consider the thin;s that belong- to their peace, before 

they are hid from their e::e::- ~-, Thus she lahoured, under a 

sense that there wa.s a. gr•.;at work to ~ done, ~nd nool for 

many to run a.s for th~ir Ii\-~; the enemy bcin; lc:i•lin~ 

1nany into c~pti\·ity and d'!a!h. 

In great humi!it:·, ~he ';\"oul,1 at tim~:; plead with the 

... ..\.lmight:·, that ~ the h:in·est is great, an1l the faithful 
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labourers bnt few, he would be pleasc.J to qnruify and send 

forth more f.aithf ul l~bourers into his M.r\'"est.. Now, !1.3 her 

mind was thus longing for the good of :ill, the ~blished 

Ch ureh of Enghnd in particuhr was at times in her ""iew, 

and she would express her regard to the~ and hope for 
many of them; though they continued to perform se\Yeral 

ceremonies in a way she durst not. She well knew that the 
first step in Dinne worship ought to be in silence before 

Him, who, though hea\"en be his throne and the earth his 

foob~ool, yet unto tha.t man mll he look who is of a broken 

heart and trembles at his word. And as she thus waited, 

she saw that she w35 not to speak or act, without faith to 

believe that wha.t was to be done or said was agreeable to 
his will ; being persuaded th.at if it were without faith, it 
would only be sin. 

She was much concerned at their manner 0£ sprinkling 
little children. _.\fter professing that the child is bom in 

sin, and concei\"'ed in iniquity, they declare, after sprinkling, 

that it is a child of God or of Christ: then they have some 

to promise and ,ow that it shall renounce the devil and all 
his works, with all the sinful lusts of the flesh, and keep 
God,s holy will and commandments all the days of its life. 

Thus they assume to themselves that which belongs to Al
mighty God t') periorm. It must be by His power and 

might, that any are cl~~ed and prescrred from sin.. The 
Almighty has given power to no man t-0 cleanse his o"inl 

heart: but it is purifi':d as man comes, in true _humility, to 

submit to be ta.u.,ht of I!im that -will alwa·~.s teach the hum-e .. 

bfe; for if he tl1ink to <lo any thing as to l1is so.lvation, as a 

natural man merely, it only separates from God-He behold~ 

such afar off. 

"1,fhat can a little child do but cry 1" Thus m:l.D, though 
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he be ever so great, e\·er so ll"ise, as rotoral, can ne-;er be 
cle:,.nsed or preser\'"eJ dean, but :is he is kept un<ler :i. sen..~ 

of his own nothingness. If Le be truly roptize<l, it must 1~ 

by being brought into the state of a little child, which c:tn 

but cry: these it is that the Father of n1erc)· lus comp:i.ssion 

on, and lroJs them to Cl1rist, who takes them into his :irms; 
and, by the strength of his out-stretched arm of lo\"'e, he en

ables his little children to become conquerors, through his 

own pow-er-not of themseh·es. For if a sense of our OW'!? 

need do not ren1ain with us, we cannot be helped. 

She pl:i.inl,y saw that, without the help of the Great Bap

tizer, DO lll!Ul can do any thing etlect~lly to dea~e himself, 

mu~h less n1ake any child a true Christian. )Ian n1ust be 

converted, and become like a little child, or he cannot ent€'r 

the kingdom. Christ blesseth a lll!ln when he humbleth 

himself, Lut ne\·er in any other state; the desire of such is 

to do their lleavenl~- Father~s will. But what 3tJrJcu to her 

sorrow, with regard to the doctrines of the Church of Eng

land, was the consideration that they teach that, after the 

child is sprinkled, and the sponsors have taken those solemn 

vov.-s upon them, they still commonly affirm that there is nc 

living a day "·ithout sin ; pleading for sin during the term 

of life. She bclie,ed that God is not the author of such 

confusion. 

She,often repeated the language of Christ:-" Search thf.. 

Scriptures, for iri them ye think ye have eternal life: the~

a.re the, which testit\- of me: but '\"'e will not come unto . - -
me that ~-e may ha\"'e life." It is ~aid, the fotter kills, 

but the spirit giYeth life. God is a spirit; and none can 

rightly wor.::hip him Lut those who do it in spirit and in 

truth. If any put their trust in the scriptures, yet will not 

take up the cross to their own natural will, ar.d in humility 
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come to Christ, in linng fuith, a.nd lemn of him-that !if~ 
which has been quickened in them, a.nd C31lnot be ~ust:,.ined 

without feeding on him who is the bread of life-this ~·ill 
languish and die, whilst they :i.re trusting in the letter of 
~iptu.re. The word 'Which Christ h!tth spoken judges and 
condemns tl1em. 

The scriptures are the scriptures of truth, and testify of 
him who is "the wo.'"', the truth, a.nd the life." He is that . 
,vord ·which was in the beginning; by which all thini~ 
were made; hy which all the holy prophets spake and 
wrote, before he, the Word, took flesh. But then it was 
that the apostles and believers beheld his glory more sig
nally manifested, as of the only begotten of the Father, f nil 
of grace and truth. l\Iany were made to confess that he 
spake as never man spike. He told his disciplea, " He 
that is ~th you shall be in you;" tl1at is, in all th~t 
hearken to his in-speaking Yoice, to the end of the world. 
The grace of God is universal: the call has gone forth to 
the ends of the earth : all have heard, but all have not 

obeyed. He says," Behold, I stand at tlie door and kn~k: 
if any man hear my voice, and open unto me, I wili come 
in and sup with him, and he with me." That is, we must 
open our hearts in humilit,y, and under a sense that we 
can do nothing without the help of his spirit-not even to 
pray; for as saith the apostle, ~ ,ve know not how to pray, 

nor what to pray for, but as the spirit helpcth our infirmi

ties"--evcn with si6hs and ~oans that spring from a sense 

of our need of a Saviour. Unless he quicken us, ''"e cannot 
li~e; :lnd if we are d~d, ·we cannot prai~e God. 

She laboured that a.11 might know a. <l~-ith unto sin, and 
a new birth unto righteousness. She rcn1arkcd that ~Tohn 

was sent to baptize with outward water; but she could not 
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undersund (though it w:is practised by the Je'l's) tl41t e\·er 
any other W3.$. His baptism w:i.s an outward sign of Chrut':; 

inward and spiritu~ baptis~ as he cfutinctly and empkti
cal l y dee lared. 

SI1e ~ w that outward ceremonies had done nothing tor 

her. No higl1 mountain, or lofty profession of God and 
Chtb1:, could a.\"ail. It ~as but as the chafl: which the 

fiery baptism of Christ, burning inwardly and r~rvently, 
burns up and consumes. "One Lord, one fuitlt, and one 
roptism ;" :ind that is the roptism which Christ sent his 

disciples to go and preach, themsel\"es being first baptized 
with it. As Peter was teaching Cornelius and them of his 
house, as he began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 
before any outward ceremony of water was used. Christ 

sai~ "John truly baptized mth water; but ye shall be 

baptized ~ith the Holy Ghost;" and this was abunda.ntly 
fulfilled, and is so to this day .. 

But though she thus laboured to promote the spiritual wor

ship, laying aside such outward performances as many were in 

the practice of, without coming to the experience of the life 

of true religion; yet she had a tender regard for all such as 
were in the way in which she had been educ::.ted, pro,ided 

they were careful t•> walk a.greea.bly to what they professed. 
They who thought it their duty to take tne bread an<l wine, 

in remembrance of Christ, she was careful not to di~courage 

in doing that which they belie\"ed their duty required of 

them; yet she would ha~e them uke the apostle's nJvice, 
aud try or " pro\"t all thing~, hol,ling fa.st that which is 

good,'' and be car(?fnl not to act, in matters relating to the 

worship of the Almighty, without faith to bclic\"C that what 

they were doing -va.s agreeal,lc to his 1\·ill. She denied that 

the priests had power to make the brc..1.d and wine, to be used 

on such oc~ion~, 1nore holy than it vras before. 
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It is our dut.Y, w-hether we ~tor drink, or '\l"h!?.tsoe,·er we 

do, to do 3ll to the glor:· of God.. \Yhen we uke food to 

nourish our bodies, we must reruen1ber him, 3.nd be thankful 

for his U\'"Onrs, though in :silence a.s to the outw!lrd ear .. 
Thus mil our faith a.nJ loYe I~ strcnzthened. ...., 

"It is not to be forgot the many blessed opportunitie5 we 

had '""ith our Friends tha.t were sent to \"'isit us, from di\'"ers 

parts of this and other nations, who were content to rot such 

things a.s were set hef ore them,'' and who, :lt times, were 

enabled to teach haptizingly. Then that saying of Christ 
"·as exphine<l. to us, " Except ye eat the tlesh of the Son of 

llan, and drink his blood, '\"e l1a\'"e no life in -rou .. " Thank-- . 
fu.l for favours recei\"t-d, we -witnessed "the Spirit gi¥ing 

life." 
Christ often compared spiritual things to outward ; but 

many, unwilling to take up the cross to their natural \TIils, 

or lay a.side the ncti\"ity of self, ha\"'e run into confusion 

about outward performances, until the meek, quiet spirit of 

love, that has its reward for suffering persecution, when that 

is permitted, O¥ercilming e\'"il with good, has been so far 

lost, that enry and hatred ha¥e got into the heart, in the 

room of Christ's spirit, and ha"Ve dceei\""ed many, who, exalt

ins themsel\""es abo-e the knowledge of God, ha\""e indul~e<l 

in the spirit of persecution tvwa.rd ti1~e who diner from 

them, yet pretending to uke the scriptures for their rule. 

Seeing we know not whether the solemn call that shall 

take us from this world will come at midni;ht, at the cock~s 

~row, or at the da;i;ning of the <lay, sl1c often cried out, 
,c-Put not off making- ready for it until a. sick-bcJ ; for many 

arc taken, and sea.red)· ha.ve time to say, 'Lord, ha\·c m~n:y 
on me,' e""en if that was then in their mind. On a sick-ool, 
there is enough to do to struggle with the afflictions of the 

body." 
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She often pres-~ the pr!ictice of w:uting on the Lo~ 
under a sense or our own nothingness, that so we might 

witness our spirittl!J.l strength to be renewed. 
The writer intimates th3.t he rarely saw his mother la.ugh. 

She reniarkcd that " we do not re!td th.at Christ w:i.s seen to 

laugh, but he wa.s a.t times seen to weep. After laughter 
comes sadness." Yet she -was often relll3.I'kablv cheerful. • 
This appears to have been the habitual demeanour oi many 

of the early Friends: they were grave in their deportment, 

and weighty in their spirits, walking in the holy fear of 

God: their temp~tiom, exercises, and trials were many, 
and thev endeavoured to d\\"ell near the fountain of counsel 

• 
and of help, so that they were quick of understanding in the 

fear of the Lord, watching against their souls' enemies. 

She was ca.ref ul to discouraze enl commnniC3.tions, know--
ing that they corrupt good rr1a.nners, and remembering that 

it is sa.id that" for e\"'ery idle word which men shall speak, 

they must give account in the day of judgment." 

She intimated that she thought some were too aa"<.ious 

about the pnrticuhr circumstances of that day of judgment 
which is to come. The Lord has a right to rule and reign 

continually in the heart : his judgment-seat is there. Let 

us bring our deeds to the light, as our Lord said. Let us 

wait to hea.r this Preacher, who speaks with a \"oice audible 

to the humble, attenti·~·e mind ; though the proud and co

.etous will not listen. Let us be content to follow the 

directions of this Hea\"'enlv Counsellor, CYcn the Lord, who . 
made and upholds us. It is our du!y and intcre.-3t to cast 

our rare upon Ilim who ca.res for us, now and for ever. 

Thus that great <lay will not overtake us unprepared. 
Though she thus advised us, and had much care over us, 

lest we should behave wrong, yet when we did amiss, she 
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acted tO\T'!lrd us a.s she a.dmonished us to !let one to\T'ard 

another, !llld to !lll other~; not to gi,e one rod (.)r cross 

word for another, but to e!ldea.\'"our to o,ercon1e e-;-il with 
goo.L R:iiling one at a.nother Joes but add fuel to the fire; 

but a soft auswer turns 3."Wa'- wra.th. -
She also renurked tlut if one s!lid a. thing is, :1.nd !Ulother 

that it is not, the one of them must be wrong. To say, "I 
will," or "I n-ill not,"-these \T'ere not to be i!l practice, 

because of the uncertainty of all thing:S here. Therefore we 
were to spe:>..k cautiously. 

She oftener talked of the rod among her children than 

used it; and if it '\l"'as to be used, there was much endea

vours tried to make us sen5iLle of the necessit~ there was .. 
for it, which often had the effect desired, without stripes, by 
producing submission. 

She sought to lead us to take pleasur~ in our books, and 

in doing little turns that were innocent, tho!.lgh but of little 

serrice, to keep our minds from running out a.ft er things 

that would bring us into d:lllger of doing wrong, or of 

lea.ming bad words-a. habit that is sometimes hard to 

eradicate. ,v e were not allowed to play on the First Da :~ of the 
week, being a day which Cbri~tians l!a.\"'e set apart for wor

ebip and for religious impro\"'ement; nor were we to play at 

games of h~mrd, though it mi;ht only be for a pin or a 

cherry-stone; as this tends both to promote the pride of 

rinlship and a spirit of CO't"C!o~sness. ,)e --.vere :~u~!'lt to 

la.hour justly a;id honcstl:· with our l1ands, to 6ct a li~ing ; 

but to keep our hands from pickin; and stealing, and our 

~ngues from e~il spcakin~. Gaming leads us to covet 

what we have not lahonn.-11 fc;r. Endea~ours were u~ that 

we might learn to have~ much pleasure in workin6 05 in 
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pby, e,en lfhen \\"'e were \"ery young; t~ching us how much 

mv father and she Md been benefited bv indn5trious lw>it.s - -
and swall earning:5. 

The v.·riter exprP.Sses his adm.ir:ition ho,-r things ,vere 

brought to llis li\"ely rememb~nee, one after another. ~ I 

think it is something from tlut Rememb~cer that she told 

us w-ould bring to our remembrance things for our g~ 

that gi'""cs me a ,·iew of things at this time, whilst I run en

dea\"'ouring to shew her lo\"'e to God a.nd to all his creation." 

Often she ad\"'ised us to come to God, and see for ourseh·es; 

rP.minding us of the Queen of Sheba, who c.ame from far to 

see the wisdom of Solomon, and when she saw it, exclaimed 

that tl1e half had not been told her. So when contemplat

ing the greatn~s of tha.t Power that ran.de Solomon and all 

the nations of men, which Tet are before him" but as the 
• 

drop of a bucket," she cried~ "_.\ greater than Solomon is 
here." See but his glory, and all the ,\·isdom of man will 

be laid in the dust. \\-hatc\"'er we are more than dust, is 
by the strength of his power who endued Solomon so won

derfully. C.Ome, therefore, and see for you~eh·es. 
She also spoke at times instrucfr·:el y respecting ... -\dam, 

~-ho was made as lord O\"'er the rest of the creation, ''" hilst 

he w~ willing to be taught and to walk in ohe<licnce to the 

A.lmi~hty that made heaven and ear~h, the ;;ea, ~d the 
fountains of ~ater. Ile was instructed how to gol"'ern hin1-
s~lf a.uu the lower creation. He had pleasure in intercourse 

an,! communion ~th God in p~radi::;c. IIc h~<l all he de

~i~1, on1y aiming to do and Le a5 Go<l directed him. But 
1\·hen pride entered his he~n-t, he acted without w~i:ing to 

know his Lord·s mind; lie yiel<lc·d to temptation, and began 

to fr .. -ed upon the forbidden fruit of tl.e tree of knowledge. 
Then he ~as afraid, being :df-condcm:ic-d, wl.cn he heard 
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the Lord's ~oiee. Ile assumed to be lord himself; so he 

lost that life of pl~ure which he had before enjoy~ in 
doing and ruling according to the will of God. Thus run

ning into disobedience and conf usio~ he was dril"en out of 
p.v:i.disc, and hec3rne like a servant to what he Jud been :tS 

lord Ol"er. Thus it is that many men toil now amongst the 

things of this world, as if they might enjoy them for el"er. 
They lose that contented life or the obedience of fuit~ in 
doing as direct~ as all do when they value any thing more 
than Christ; some run eagerly after one thing, and some 
another, as though they might live here for ever. 

)lany opportunities w-e had, in which we were made sen

sible of the ful""ours we enjoyed in a variety of ways. I ID3Y 
not forget how thankful my mother often was, that all of us 

had tlie use of all our members, and were in a likely way to 
work for our livelihood, which she regarded as the safest 

situation in this life; only to ha.ve something whereby ·we 
might be rather helpful than needful. 

Proridence has so far ans,'"ered our mother's care and re
qu~-ts for us, that wherein I have been or done amiss, it 
has been my omi fault. One thing I may say I have come 
short of my duty in : that is, in not going to week day meet
ings, when I hal"e let little things hinder me. I did not 
feel condemned. when those hlnde.-;ng things could not weH 

be avoided. But when, on examination, I ha,e found that 

by rising a little earlier, or being a little later at night, 

which I could have dispensed with doing for a -cry sncll 

worldly affair, I might ha.\"e got to mccting,-then I cannot 

heJp 1,lacing judgment on mysc1f; t~ausc it then appeared 
that I had been setting a. gre3ter value upon a few trilling 
things, than upon that Power that made me of the dust of 

the earth, and upholds this tabernacle of clay by the ~me 
eternal power. 
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She of~en lamented o,·er the wickedness pr3.ctised by 
many on those ~lled holi<la.ys, and th~t, unJer pretence of 
the thy being holy: they shoulJ indulge in sin more than 
:!t otl!cr times. 

A remarkable instance occurred of the fuithf ulness, dedi
cation, and foresight of this exeruphry womon. \'fhen her 
husba.nd s:i.w tlieir fo.1nily liad beeome \"ery large, he felt 
desirous to aid their me!lns of Ii \·elihood L)· a<lding malt
making to hi5 tanning business. He therefore built a malt
kiln, :ind pro,ided the other conYeniences for carrying on 
tha.t business, for wliich his tannerv was COD\"enienth· sitn-

• • 
ated. J-Ie had not much c:i.pital, but could easily borrow as 

much as he needed. But though things thus looket.l: for a 
time, very promising of aJ,-antage, the writer ob~rves, 
u This rualt tr-'1.de '\l":l.S soon o"rertumed; for our mother, as 
it was her d2ily care to wait to know what to <lo and ,t"ha.t 
to lea\""e undone, sl11? thought it her cluty to advise her hus
band to let go that prospect of profit, though it seemed con
siderable, 3.Ild need of it to Lring up so great a family. I 
can remember (though thy father~ and I were young~ ~nd not 
fit to go any where with a horse) of her saying to o~:r fil~her, 

'If these lads li,,.er and if this malt trade he kept on, they 
likclv ma"· be sent to ale-houses with malt; aud ii tl1e~ 

,,; .. . 
should g~t a hahit of <lrinkin:-, ~11~t -wi~l :lll ~.-e can o-et 

- e 
signify ? Let us 1-)art with it. I l1a.ve no fear hut that 

Providence will prol""ide for us and them, if we <lo as we 
ouo-bt; so let us be content with the tanninz tm.dc.' ·~ 

0 -

~ow tl1c proccedin:;5 of \\"ii1;am, in re[ercm:e to ti,~ mait 
trade, appear to have been notice<l Ly his n~ighl,onr~. :ind 

much commended as a. prudent mo\·cmcnt. T!ri:- kd to 

some rc:!sonin;. Our wdl-wi:;1Jers may SJ.:, "T!1er~ is no 

regard to the fan,i1y," if ·we undo what ~e ha-e coni:. But 

C 



14 

Elizabeth rei.~ned thus: ",re must not mind wJ,:it the 

"·orl«l will ~r: thev can sa.,· no worse of us tlia..i thev <lid . - - -
of' Chrut. I think it is His will for us to l~ve it off; :uid 

if we can but do His will, none can make us afraiJ; we 

need not fear wlut the world ca.n s~Y or do. If Ile is on our -
sid~ the \-rorld onnot hurt us ; if He is :iga.inst us, the world 

cannot help us." ~ow, as I saiJ hefore, my father belie'red 
that what she ad,ised was to be done, if .he intended to do 
we11 ; so, as nothing less tha.n n1aking a.II things useless for 

m3}t-m:lking would do, the dryini place for n1~lt ,-ras made 
into a dwelling house-the ch.amber where the barley '\'ras, 

a bark chamber-the lead cistern ·was taken to bn leather 
in-the malt chamber, to lay com in-and as chambers at 
that time \l"ere not so plentiful amongst farmers ns they now 

are, and there happening tha.t year to he a '\"'ery plentiful 

crop of wheat, and the price very low, the furn1ers pressed 

on mv father to buv their wheat, as the'\"' knew he had a - . -
great family, and gooJ chambers to store it in. Ile bought· 

f'reely, at about two shillings tl1e bushel, of exceeding good 

quality, as much as his chamber would bold, which pro'\"'ed 

well; for, at the next harrest, the weather was so wet th3t 
much -n·as wa~ted, anJ the quality bad of much that ,.\"as 

sa.'"'ed, and the price rose to se,en shillings the bushel. 

This was re;arilcd as a providential blessing upon their 

faithful obedience to manifested duty. "But it appea~ 

tlaere was a ca.re tha: e:uthly pro~perity should not unduly 

elate, any more than the world"s frowns cast down." 

It happened, '\'"er:,- remark~hiy, that st:d<Icnly t!1ings took 

~ unfo.vounble tum for the tanning trade, whicL. in,.-o1ved 

the family in trouble and ~rplcx.ity, tLa.t being their only 

'\""lsible means for a livelihood. 

A duty was laid upun leather; ~nd the government re

quired ~n oath to l,c taken on cntcrin~ leather, w11cn taken 
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out of the pit to dry.. -~t th€. request or some Friends, the 
go-ernm()nt h1d granted a f orn1 of affirnution, in lieu of an 

oo.th, ,-rith '\l"hich many Friends were dis~tisfieu, but "which 
my uther took once or twice ; but he became uneasy with 
it, anJ the more he considered it, the ll"orse he liked it.·' 

This soon ~me a close trial. It appeared as if either the 
comm:1ud oi Christ must be broken, or he must lea~e off the 
tanning trade ; as it appe3red as if, in a little time, all the 

stock they Jud would be ttkcn away for fines, on account of 
their not submittin~ to the law . .... 

,,hat nude things more tr:·ing was, that tl1e justices and 

officers upbnided Friends for not accepting the form of af
finnation which the go""ernment had granted. I cannot 
forget one individual in particular, what high looks he had, 

when he ca.me to take a:wa'\"' leather to answer the fines for 
"' 

not swearing. )Iy mother being near, he directed his speech 
to her, upbraiding her, ~nd saying that ~e -would neither 
obey magistrates nor Christ. ~, ,vhat !" says he, " there :u-e 

but two sacraments, and vou den,· them both." But :1. few ., -
words from her, calmly spoken mth an innocent look, put 

him to silence ; though, lrith the officer of e..~cise, he e,·inced 
a. covetous disposition. )ly father was brougl1t before the 

justices time after time; to whom it became manifest that 

it was on1y for fear of o~c~ding God th:lt he suffered: for 

the officers se\"'cral times declared that they belic\"'ed that 
my father di«l not attempt to defraud the king, as they were 

persuaded some who swore did. 
The case no\'\ l•egan to affect the tl1ou;hfu l part of th(' 

ncighbour5, as my father was well esteemed by all cla'5sc~. 

Christ's command a~1nst a1l swearing is c1car an<l po~itiv~. 

)Iy mother said, "Dare we call upon the Almi~hty like as 
to be a witness on CYcry worldly concern, seeing he will nut 

hold them ~iltlcss who uke his name in ,ain 1 and a.ll 
0 
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swearing is in v.:iin"-not needed by upright men, and does 
not bind others. ....\nother thing dmt incre3-~ their tri!ll 
was tbt the:· Lad some mone~· borrowed, a.t six per cent., 
which wns ~~ eocimon then ::ts three pounds ten ~hillings is 
now; for as tl1e little thev h!l.d to bezin the world with in-. -
creased, tl1cir traJe inerea.se<l also, so that theY were still in 

• 
debt; and though none appeared to bve any fC!lr of losing 
by them, yet it increased their trial in this time of suffering, 

for the fines were re~ted from time to time, for which 
their le:i.ther was taken nwav, until about one-third of what . 
they possessed of their own w:1.5 gone. Thus things looked 
so hard, that had there not been 3 willingness wrought in 

their minds to offer :ill up, casting their care upon the Lord 
alone, who never fails those who put their trust in hi1n, they 

would not have been able to sustain die trial. Thev had • 
some thoughts of giving up the trade, fC!lring lest they 

should fall short of paying their just debts ; but rny mother, 
still having strong confidence in Him that ne\"'er failed 
her, could not give way to that altem:i.tive, as long as they 

had any thing they could call their own ; because she 
thought a different course would a.rise from a.n unwillingness 
to part with all for Christ's sake. 

Through this case of suffering, with many others of like 

nature, being pressed on the attention of those in power
both by Friends themselves and by many persons of influence 

who observed tl1e ha.rd.ship of their case, the g0¥ern1nent and 
legislature were induced so to alter and modify the .A.ffirma

tion Act, that Friend3 got n1uch relief . 

• Thus the Lor,l, Ly his over•ruiin; prondcnce, wns pleased 
not only to make wa.:· for the relief of their family frmn this 
oppres~ion, Lut now their outward afiairs so p:-osp(!r(~l, that 
in a few ,·cars the'\· had more of this w0r1<1·~ wealth th~n the¥ . . -
ha.rl ever possc::sc<l bcf ore. It see1uc<l. a confirmation of that 
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!Qying, th~ ,,a.ll tliings work. toge!her for good to then1 who 

lo\-e and fe!U' God .. " 

In a. fe\, years, Eliz:l.beth's Il!ltural strength beg:1n to fo.iL 

but her strength in Christ :ippe1rd to in~rrose, so tbt s.he 

r-.!.:~c-d he!" ,o:ce in her Lord's ser\·ice :is Strl>ngly n'S ever. 

lli\-ing a sight and sense that her time here on eanh woalJ 
not be long, slie laboured with all her might, from tiu1e to 
time, in the e::tercise of her ministi:·- On some of th~c oc

C!lSions, she signified that she did not k.no,\" that she ,~ ould 

h3.\'"e the like opportunity again, desiring that we mi;:ht wait 

on him, the Lord, who had r..e\'"er faikJ her in time of need: 

:,.s5uring us, from her own experience, that His strength and 

His lo\'"e was such, that thouzh, for the trial of our faith, he -
may suffer us to go as through the fire, the flames shoulJ. not 

kindle upon us, or through the waters, the floods should not 

O\'"erwhehn us. Sone can pluck us out of Christ's l1aud, for 

he neYer fails them who put their whole trust in 11ilu. She 

reminded us of those worthies, recorded in tl1e scriptures of 

truth, which she '"ery highly '\"'alued~ as being left tJr our 
instruction :i.nd encourn.2:ement. God is as able to succour ..., 

and to sa.""e his children now, :lS hew-as in the titne of ~o3.h., 

.. \brnham, )loses, Job, Samuel, Da\'"id, or Daniel, if we will 

but put our tru~t in llim as they did. She was c~!t!:ul in 
keeping up the pw.c~icc cf f r~n~ntl: reading the scriptures : 

~~t at times she cried out wi!h ~orrow of heart, in the name .. 
of the Lord, " \Yoe unto them that t~kc coun~el, Lut tot of 

me.n Too many call the scriptures the ,vord of Goel, but 

ta.kc up the:r rest in readin; (•r hc:-?.rin~ tdl of tLc Lord~s 

• <lcalings wich the cl1i!Jr~n of m~n, uf fo:mer time~, Ll:t ncg
lP.Ct to uh~~ the "t"v:ec cf th~t y,·orcl ni~h in the h<-o.rt, -,.111ch - -
is quick :lnJ powerful, an•l thus cnl~~;!1::c:r their ~a!".-~!ti<:n for 

want of subniittin6 to t11is ,rord, which ~s C!1:-i::~, b:· his 
spirit, in nun. The la.w was 6i\·cn 1y ~Ioscs1 1,ut e:~cc and 
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truth c:ime :uid comes b:· Jesus Christ. It '\l"3.S by the spirit 
of Christ that )!oses wrote the hw; ~d we, who read the 

seriptur~, must ha.\"e a me1Sure of the s!lme spirit, in order 
to be rightly benefitro h_y then1. Except we de-~nd upon 
the !ame spirit which uught the Lord's wcient '\\"orthies, :mJ 
be ~·illing in true humility to be uught by it, woe is unto 

u~.. The elders who obuined a gooJ report, recounted by 
the apostle, had nothing they could safely depend on but the 
Lord alone. His arm is not shortened tl1:>.t he cannot sa,e, 
neither is his ear gro·wn hea.vy that he rannot hear; and 
woe is to all them th:i.t neglect so great sal ,:>.tion as is 
offered to us, by which the po,\"'er of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who ga,·e him.self an offering for our sakes, is a!ro re-r-ealed 

in our hearts, to make an end of sin, and finish transgres

sion.. There is no other name gii'en under heaven, among 

men, whereby -we can be saYed ; and his power is saving!y 

kno\m by its mighty operation in our hearts, for our purifi

cation an<l redemption .. 

The writer of the letter concludes the memorial of his 

mother thus: "I think I may sa.y she was a fa.i'ourite of 

heaYen; and, to the end of her days, she was careful to 

make good use of the interest s11e had there, for our good : 
and not for ours only, but many times for the sah·ation of 

the children of men to the ends of the earth .. " 
It is to be regretted, that in the manuscript, no other dates 

are fUinishecl but that of the letter of introduction. 
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Elii:i.beth Rich!lrdson, described in the foregoing ~ges, 
:t.ppe!U"S to ha.ve departed this lif~ in the ye~.r 1718, an•l her 
husband \Yilli!llll Rich:u-Json, 4 mo. 29, 1740, he being a.oout 

80 years of :1ge. 
The following r3rticulars lia.'\"e been collected respecting 

their f:imil)·, which will he intcr~ting to ma.ny of their de
sccndanL~, of whom 317 were ascertained to be lh-·ing in the 

year 18.39, !lnd probably they ru-e equally numerous at the 

present time. 

lLu::r, born 1684, married JC'lin Ward, of ".hitby, 1 mo. 

5, 1707, dieu in 1718. 'fheir children were Gideon, Rachel,. 

Hannah, a.nd J aeL J ael is said to h::r.. ,e ID.!llTied -- Piek-
. 

enng. 
ExJZABETH-died 1 mo. 11, 1715, at Ayton, unmarried. 

RACH.Et-born :? mo. 20 or 26~ 1€90, married Franci5 Hus

band, 6 mo .. :?O, 171:3. Their children were Francis, Rachel, 
llinnah, and Catherine. Cat he:ine married Jeremiah I-I en
derson, 8 mo. 16, 1759, and hn.d a. son, Robert, born 9 mo. 

15, 1760, who "·a.s lost in a small boat during a storm, on 
tl1e coast of Xorthumberlan<l, near Alemouth. 

~~--died young, 11 mo., 16~7-

REBEcc.A.-n1arried Timothy Chadwick, 7 mo. 20, 1719, and 

a."-~r his de:l!h, Jos~rh Ga~kin. Her daughter ElizaI>:th 

married -- ,Ya.Iler, of London, and left a. daughter Joan. 
P~bccca.'s danghter, ... ..\..nn Ga~kin, married J~cob Branting

ham, of Darlin.;ton; and their <l.au~htcr married John At
kinson, of Kcn11a.l. 

SAR..-\H-rnarricd Isaac Brown. The~ ha.cl two dau
0
fl'hters, . -

-who died ~inglc. 
Jcn."'-horn 10 mo. 3, 1GCJ8~ married L:·dia. v· azic, Jaugh

t~r of licnr'\"" ~nd )IarY \-azic, of \Yhitb'\"'. It is ~aid that . . . 
tLc L:tngbarf E~tatc ,.·as left to him by Lis fa.thcr·s brother 



Joh~ who appe:,.rs to b""e die<l 9 mo. 30, 173~. He ~ettled 

at L:i.ngharf. He W:tS the writer of the afore-mentioned ac

count of his parents. l!e a p~rs to ha ,e died 3 mo. 2, 
1786, 3ged 88 years. His cl1i1Jren lTere Jolu1, Ly<lia, ,vil
lia.m, Henr,·, and :\brr. John, L,dia, and )Ian· dieJ un-. . - . 
married. ,Yilliam, born in l';:36, lll!?.rrieu )Iary )Iuskett, of 

Norfolk, anJ died l 1 mo. 13, 18:26, aged 90 years. Their 
children were )I~y, who married \Yilliam Brown, of Xorth 

Shields, and lert se\·eral children; Elizabeth, who married 
Tholil3.S Loy, a surgeon, of .Ayton.-She yet sur\·i,es, and 
h:i.s two sons. John married Jane Procter, of ~orth Shields, 

who died, le::n·inz se\"'en chil<lren. Ile next marrie<l llan-
. '-' 

nah Procter, of Selby: the~- both sun-i\"'e. 
John and Lydia Ric!1a.rd~on's son Henry, born about 1740, 

married Elizabeth Thornhill, :2 mo. 20, 1772, :,.nJ died, 

without lea\ing issue, at .A~·ton, 10 mo. 31, 1813, ~ged 78. 

He \'\"'3S e~teem~1 as an e1<ler in the Society. His wife, Eli

zabeth, diecl at .Ayton~ 9 mo. 8, 1813. 
WILLLl.'1-bom in 1700, settled at ..:\.yton, and married 

llary Pwbin~on, of P-.a.inton, 9 mo. 13, 1722. .After his wife's 

death he married )Iary Thornhill, 4 mo. 7, 1772, ar..d <lied 

10 mo. 16, 1794, a6ed 9-1: year:3. His son John was born 6 

mo. 27, 1723, and appears to h::n-e bc~n the _incli;-iJ-;.:al to 

whom his uncle John ori~nalh- addressed the memoir of his 
t - • 

parents,-being on the oc~ion of the birth of his ncr1hew~s 

dau;htcr, named E1iza1,eth. liis y;ifo ~:ls nachcl Snow<lon. 
Their children were Elizabeth, IIannah, n~chd, rrncl )Iary. 
Rachel marricJ I::3a:1c ~I3rt:n~ ,\·ho left t,-;-o ~or1s a!1cl a d:iugh

~r. ~;ary m~rric-cl Philip II•~::1ctine: two of whc)~~ :-:ons yet 
· • n· ,"(··11· 1 - g "O 1-:, · .... -. sun-n·~. 1s son , 1 :~m ·v.-as Uvm mo. :.. , , :. t; ;..\ 1-

cliolas, 7 m0. 2-5, 1730; Benj~r:11n, 4 mo. 16, 173:3: )lar)·, 4 
mo. 23, 1738. ~icho1as married Dorothy Ki1da1c. Their 

cl1ildrc:;1 w<:rc Esther, who m:::.rric.i.l '\Y m. :::;tickncy; n.aclicl, 
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"ho m:urieJ '\'\"m. Ro,rntree; Hannah, who nurrieJ. ,,·m. 
Bro\'\"n. These three sisters b \'"e all left offspring, some of 
whom are yet Ii ving. "\Yillimn's &ughter ~ uurried 
Qlleb ,Yebster. 

)luTH_\.-born 3 mo. 1, 1703, died of the s~ll-pox a.bout 

1712. She is described as 3 peculiarly inielligent and 
3.lllia.ble girl. 

~~AH-born 5 mo. 16, 1705, married D:lniel Fossick, 
or "\\·elbury, ne!tr ~orthallerton, 3 mo. 5, 1725. There is 
some account preserved of three of their children, "'iz., Lyfu, 
llannah, and Samuel. Lydia married James 1I.astermao. 
or ,~ elbury. Ha.no.ah lll!lrried another J a.mes )Iasterman, 
and they li,ed during se\'"cral of the latter years of their lh·es 
at Stockton. Their <hughter Elizabeth married Caleb Flet

cher, of Kirby-moorside; 3.nd their son Caleb, and «hu;hter 
lia.nnah, the v.-idow of Jol1n Scarr, yet survive at York.

James :lnd llannah ~Iastcrmau's dau;htcr P.Allnnah became 

the v.ife of Isaac Stephenson, a highly-estremed, laborious 
minister in the Societ'\"'. In tl1e latter ,..ears of their li\"es, - . 
they resi<led at ~Ianchester, where Hn.nna.h yet sum,es, as 

also do her three children, Ilann:i.h, Isaac, and Elizabeth, 
who married Shiple~· ~ea\"'e: they ha""e se,eral cl1ildren.
Isa.ac ::nd I-lannah Stephenson's daughter Sa.rah married Jo
seph Rowntree, of York. They wth sur-i~e, ~d h~...-e four 

children. Joseph is well known in the Society. 

Daniel and fia.nnah Fossick~s son Samu~l settled in Lon
rion as a tin-plate worker, and marrie<] Sa.r-J.h )Iarri~ha.11. 

Of th,:ir three cti1<1re:n-Sarah, liannah, and Sn.mud-Sa.

rah n1atrie<l s~n,ud Sou:ha11, and died mt110ut i~sue. 
IIannah marric<l ,Yi1lian1 Bennett, a tea-dealer. Tl:~y left 

two chi1<lr<'n, ,iz., 1 f ;i!'ln~h, v.-ho married Thomas BcY~n, 
)I.D., and h~s ~r;~-~·ral d1iI<In:n. Ifc is dccr::a~e<l. SL<:! is an 
:?.i:ceptabic n1ini~ter in the So-ci(:t,· •. \Villio.m marric:J Eliza-

• 



beth Trustre-J, nd 6.s se\"'eral chilJ.ren.. He a.ls-o \T:J.S 3 

te:J.-de3.}er, ~nJ '"'et sun-i\"'es. -
Samuel, the son of Samuel ruid S:inh Fos3ick~ oi London, 

married S=i~h Luc:1.S, nd left se,er-...r.l children.. ...-\.fter her 
huslxmd's dec~se, she ren10Yc<l to Darlington.. Their daugh
ter &u:lh m~rried John Be3.umont P~e: they h:n-e se'\"eral -
children.. 

Elizabeth In!lmed Frederick Backhouse ; the~ rettled M -
Stockton. They also ha~e several children. 

&mnel, their son, rcnuincd in London, and married El
len Gawne ; :ind their sons, William and George, remain 
unmarried. 

Is.uc-horu 10 mo. 18, 1707, settled ne:tr \\11itby as a 
tanner, and married Isabel ·vazie, the daughter of Henry 

and Mary V azie aforementioned, 2 mo. 13, 1732. She was 
born 5 mo. 28, 1704. Isa:ic ,~as an acceptable minister, 
and died 9 mo. 10, 1780. ls!lbcl was also a valuable mi
nister, and died 5 mo. 9, 1789. See a further at:count 0£ 
them and of their family, page 24:. 

LYDll-bom 11 mo. 3, 1710, married Richard Richird
son, of IIull. They first settled at '\Yhitby, and afterwa.rds 
removed to Darlington, ,r here he died, 4 mo. 5, 17 6-1, aged 
77 years. Lydia survi~cd her husband many years, being 
near 90 when she diea .. 6 mo. 10, 1802. 

Their dau~hter )Iary, born i mo. 28, 1736, n1arried Jo
seph }>ca~c. She -was a minister, and died 7 mo. 17, 1821-
The. had several children, of wl1om E,lward ,·ct sur~in?~. . . 
Ile marriC'l l!J.cl1el 'Yhih~c11, of Kendal, who ~l::o l..ecame 

an acceptable minister, and <11(:d suddenly at )far.chester, 

10 mo. 18, 1833. Of their l~r~B family, there are yet liV"ing 
John, Joseph, r~cliel, E1iz~1,c:th, and licnry. 

J 0hn rnarric~l So1,1i 1:1 .J o·witt, of L~cds. They :ire both 
useful mini:::;ters, and ha\"'e two children. 



Joseph m:uried Emnu, the <l:.n:ghter of Joseph Gurney. 
or Non,·ich. They h\'"e a brge, hopeful fu.mily. 

B.3.chel Illru'ried Rich1rd Fry .. of Bristol. 
Elizabeth m:irried Fra.ncis Gibson, of S3.firon ,v:uden; 

and they have two children. 
Henry married _-\nna Fell, &ughter of Rich!ud and )Ia.ry 

Fell, of Uxbridge. He lia.s a son. 
Isa:ic, dieJ of consumption when about 20 years of :,.ge. 

There is an interesting account of him in the 11th pan of 
~, Piety Promoted," page 3-54. 

Joseph, the other son of Joseph and )Iary Pease, m:u-ried 

Elizabeth, the daughter of John Beau1nont, of London. 

They left h't'O children, "'iz .. , John Beaumont Prose, l\' ho 
m:uried Sarnh, the daughter of Samuel and Sarah Fos;;ick. 

aforementioned; and Eliza.Leth, who yet sun-i,es. He :u
terw:i.rds married Anna Bradshaw, of n~r London, a mti\"e 
of :Xew To\rn ne:ir Belfast, who also sum't"'es. 

~Iary, the daughter of Jo~eph and )Ia.ry Pease, <lied un

married. Their daughter Elizabeth married John H~tler, 
of Bradford, but left no issue. 

Richard and Lydia Richardson's son, Robert, m:?.rried 

Caroline Garth. The~- had a Ia..-ge fa.n1ily, of whom their 

son Thomas yet sl.ll'TI,es, well known as h:t'\"'ing been a. suc

cessful London banker, and ""ho has been diligently occupi~ 
in his ad\"anced age, in promoting education, and other be

ne~olent o1,jects. Their daughter Jane, the widow "f John 
Gilbert, of Newcastle, also su1.-i\"es. 



50~1£ FRAG~lE~TS REL.\ TIVE TO IS.\AC A~D 1S.-\BEI.. 
RICHARDSOS~ OF ~EW TAN HOl"S~ ~EAR WHITBY. 

Is.uc R1cH.utosos w:i.s the youngest but one of the tu-el\"e 

children of ,,illb.m aml Elizabeth Rich:i.rdson, of Gr~t 

Ayton, in Cle\"ehnd, :mJ u-as Lorn there 10 mo. 18, 1707. 
He was depri,ed of the vigila.nt oversight and iastructi¥e 

convers3tion of his Yal1.1.3ble mother when he was about ele

'"'en years of age. He l\'"as of a li'rely disposition; yet the 

pious conn~el and useful ~d,ice which be had recei,ed from 

her, remained ~ith him, often springing up in his mind in 

a manner, wh!ch, being accompanied with a precious nsita
tion or Di,ine love, softening l1is heart, tended, in a good 

degree, to presen-e him from e\·il. 

Being placed as an apprentice at Stockton-on-Tees, he was 

often drau·n to seek rcli2ious retirement, and was foxourcd ._ 

with many precious openings into the mysteries of the Lord·s 

kingdom; and as he yiel<le.J to the ma.nifesutions of reli

gious duty, he witnessed many of these mysteries to be fur

ther unfol<lcd and confirmed in his own experience. 
Being accustomed to ~sociate with a few young men (Jf 

the same religious profo::~ion, he had enjo~-ment in it, so 
lono- as theY were of innocent_ circumsnect co:i.~ersation : -=' • , ... . 

but when some of then1 began to frc<i:1ent public houses, it 
bcca1ne a c:tuse of great rrouhle and uneasiness to him, and 

a concern c~:ne upon him to :ittcmpt to a<lm0n:::lh them. 

He took ~n np:-iortunity ,~lien th~:· were all to~e;hcr. and 

:iddrr.ssed tl:en1 in a serious manner, to t1ie fo1io'-ving pur

port~ "w,1.::,·' ~aid he, H we are bct' .. .-een Ia<l:; an:1 rn~n, and 

l-,ct~ecn winni n~ and losir.z: if ~-c continue in tl1 !S course of - . 

life, it will t.c our ruin." "\Yhich v.ords 1w.,l ::io much 
., ·1 l h l • h l l v.-~L'?,-t,•·i~t. !.1cm, tat at tJia.t hme t cyma~c no:-•.:p.y; 



but the)· not forsaking their eril course or life, he felt he 
must ref~in their company.. 1'1ost of them turned out 
disreputable cktr!leters . 

. A.bout the 24th y~r of his age, he was joined in ma.rr~ge 
with Isabel ,-~ie, daughter of Henry v· azie, of \Vhitby, 
ship-builder, !llld ).bry~ his wife. Their marriage took 
place on 2 mo. 13, 1732.. She was born 5 mo. 20, 1704, 
being about 28 years of age at the time of their nta.rriage. 

They appear to have settled at Bogha.ll, neir \Vhitb~·, and 
aflerw:uds re!Ilo,.,·ed to ~ew Tan House, about the year 1742. 

About the 28th year of his age, ls33.C Richardson was 

called to the work of tl1e ministry ; but being of a diflident 
disposition, it was much in _the cross to his natural inclina
tion that he ga~e up to the service. But as he kept under 
the Lord's baptizing power, he was made ·willing to yield to 

the Di~ine requirings. He was enabled to be3r a living 
testimony, which was well receh·cd by sensible Friends; 
and as he persevered in the path of duty, he grew in the 
knowledge of Divine things. His name appears on the mi
nutes of the meeting of ministers and elders, as early as 1736. 

In the year 1761, he was concernoo to pay a religious 
visit to Friends in London and places adjacent, which he 
was ena.blcd to pcrf orm to a good degree of satisfaction : and 
in 1769, he p:iid a religious visit to the se~eral meetings in 
the county of York, which was also satisfactorily accom
plished. In 1771, he Yisited Friends in the county of Dur
han1; and in 177G, in cornpan~· with his wife, who al~o was 

an acceptable r.1ini~ter, he p~id a second v1~it to Friends in 

London and plac':S adjacent, as a.ho to the mecting--s in 

• 
• Formerly ~lary )1ackridge, wbo was m;irril!d to Heory \.·n.zi~. 

2 mo. 4, 1658. 

D 
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S orf olk~ These Yisits l'rere ~Jso much to their s:itisfu.crioIL In 

1779, he ~id 3 ,·isit to Friends in Xonhumberland, Cum

berland, a.nd p.'U"t of \\ estmorland.. There is rea$on to be

lieve tlut these his religious hi.hours were performed to the 
instruction and comfort of Friends, as well as to the relief 

snd pe:tce of his own mind. 
1\·e have not been able to find mi- memorial or testimon~ . -

on the Records of the Society concerning Isa:ic Richardson ; 

it not being so custom:iry formerly to issue such documents 

on the deee:ise of ministers, ~ has been the ca.c::e or htc years. 
Yet we find individual Friends were often concerned ro ex

press, in writing, their sense of the worth and serrices of 

such. After the decea...~ of Isaac Richardson, his wido\v, 
Isabel, wrote snch a document, from which part of the fore

going account is ta.ken ; and we will now give a further ex

tract, in her OITTl words. After noticing his travels in the 

ministry, she proceeds :-" He ,,as most of his time, s:nce we 

v,·ere joined together, of a 1\"'eakly constitution, but ca..~ful 

md industrious according to his ability, and very ca.reful to 

keep all his concerns within the bounds and limits of truth, 
denying himself of all unrighteous gain; and Pro\""idence 

blessed hia honest endea"\ours~ so that we were enabled t.o 

raise a large family (of eight children), whom he ~as ca.reful 

to instruct in the principles of Christianity, and inure them 

to industr:- ani} nece::s~--y care, and while under our imme• 

oiate direction, in exemplary- plainness in e,ery rc~pcct, he 
~nforcing h!s a,h-ice by his (own) example: so th:'..t I think 

I can justly ~::y of him, tha: he was a ma.n fearing Gvc-1 and 
hat:.n6 co;-ctQusness. 

" He w~ ,~ry cx~mp1n:y in at!endin; rneeting5 for wor

~hip an,t <lisci p1i::~: hoth on Erst d:iys and on ot11cr days vf tht: 
week, a.nrf 1wnt?stl~- concerned t11-::rcin: hanng cxp-::ricncC"l 

ll • • 1 • 1 ., f ,.. 1 a wa n:m; 1n tne ~trait a.r:r narrow w.:ry, nc w~ o tt:u la \-c,urei: 
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with a clear di.seeming of the '\'":t.rious sut~ of the people. 
,\nere he found hon~ty, si~eerity, and simplicity, he kid a 
fatherly ca.re for such; but "·here he disco,ered unsvundues~ 
of principle (though under a high profession), or undue li
Lerty in pr:ictice, he found it his duty to dd in g:re3t pbin• 
n~s with such. 

" It pleased the ... .\lmi~hty to remove him by a. short ill
ness; but, through mercy, his understanding was clear so 
long as he ha.d strength to s~k.. One day, his <l!l.ughter 
Mary being by him, he expressed himself to the following 
purport:-' .As to life or death, I know not; but I find m~ .. 
mind quite easy as to my own state, and am resigned: I de
sire nothing more but patience, and :m easy p.,ssage.' He 
expressed something of the heavy exercises (he haJ. ~sed 
through) on account of some of the members of our particu
lar and monthly meetings. He said his tongue was not able 
to express it ; and desired that his daughter 3.nu her husband 
might be careful while they li"\"ed. not to strengthen the hands 
of those that -w-ere against the truth. 

"Now, though his removal be my inexpressible loss, I 
desire to be resigned to the Divine '\\-ill; as I firmly believe 
he is now centred in that mansion of rest and peace, where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest. 

"He departed this life on the 10th, and was decently in
terre--1 in Friends' burial ground, ne:i.r "\\1titby, the 13th of 
the 9th mo .. , 1780 : a large company of friends :md neigh
bours attended his funeral. I thought it a solemn opportu
nity, which I hope will not be soon forgot by some.~' 

IIe died in the 73rd year of his age : a minister -1-1 j€::l.r5. 
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Isabel rJcbrd.son snrvi-ed her hll5oo.nd a.bout nine years. 
I Juve met with no !l.ccount of the early p:l?t of her life .. 

She w:is ~ckno\l"led!!ed a.s 3 minister a.bout the 34th '"~ of - . 
her age, which would be a.bout the year 1739. She travelled 
scver:Ll journeys in the exercise of her gut. 

In the yror 17 4:9, she obuined a certifica.te, in COIDp!UlJ 

with SMa.h !!elm, "to visit the meetings in Bishopriek and 
Northumberland, and where else their said concern may 
lead thetn." 

In 1753, she obtained another certificate; but the return 
of it orily is found, ·without specifying what plaees were 
mitoo. 

In 1755, she obb.ined a ~ertificate " to visit Friends in 
their meetings in the Counties of Durham, Northumberland, 
Lancashire, '\Y estmorla.nd, and Cumberland, or elsewhere, 

as the Lord may plea.se to draw her." 

On the 7th of 10th mo. (three months after obtaining the 

said certificate) she returned it, signifying in writing, "That 

her visit was, through the goodness of Providence, to mu

tual satisfaction." 

In 1762, she received a certificate '' to visit Friends in 
their meetings at Bristol, and some other of the south-west 
parts of England, as it may please the Lord to draw her.'~ 

On returning the certificate, she stated that " her visit had 
been to good satisfaction and comfort.'' 

In 1776, she united with her husband in a religious \""isit 
to Friends in London, and places :idjacent; a.nd in N ~rfolk, 

as has alrcadv been noticed. In some of those scmccs, she 
.; 

and her husband tra\"elled t~cther on double horse, accord-...... 

iog to the custom of travelling at that period. 
I ha,e found little more resv,-cting my grandmother, jn 

writing; ·1ut I ha.v-e hrord my dear father, and my aunt 
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~Iary Gallil~ describe heras :i peculi.:trlyexcellentch.!uacter, 
-of great energy, and --rery industrous hbits: rising e:l?l)· 
io ~ceomplish her domestic engagements, so 3.5 to prepare 
her family for the diligent atten&nee of meetings.• Her 
industry and ma~gement ,\'"ere such, that much of their 
clothing was or home manu.fa.cture. I have understood my 
father never kd a coat of bought cloth, until the :po...riod of 
his marriage. She v.-as of a weighty serious deportment, as 
I well remember; and at times endea,oured to sustain the 
office of~ maker 3.Dlongst her friends :md rela.th·es. 

She 1)35500 her declining years in much peace ~d tran

quillity, frequently having one or other of her grandchildren 
residing mth her. She departed this life 5th mo .. 9th, 1789 ; 
and her remains were interred on the 12th, in Friends' bury
ing ground, near ,nutby, aged 84: yea.rs: a minister about 
fifty years. 

• There were at that. time two week-day meetings kept up at Whitby, 

as wazs the practice of Friend.3 in a few other places. 
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FRAGlf£XTS OF CORRF~POXD£~C£ OF ISAAC ASD IS.\:UEL 
RICHARDSO~. 

~fn101tn,>"Or :-)ly brother, Is:uc Rich!U'dson, oi ~ew
cast!e, wl1en a. bd, wa.s sent to a FrienJs' school at "\Yhitby, 
and lodged at our grandfuther's.-The following w~ tikeu 

from :i copy in his kmdwriting. 

"New Tan House, 2 mo. 15th, 1773. 

"Dear father and mother, 
~'This is a copy of what my grandfather g:1.T"C me to u-r:ic 

by, (giving account of the illness and death of their d.'lught(;r 

Elizabeth Chapman.) 

"Dear son and da.ughter, 
"It is in my mind to gh·e you some account of our dear 

chi~J and d:iughtcr Elizabeth (Chapman), who dcp::.rtt-><1 this 
life on the 14th inst., in the e\"'ening, near nine o'clock. ,\e 
were fa\"'oured with her comr,any se\"'cn weeks 3.!ld some days 

at our house, where she innocently left her bod!- \\lien she 
ca.me to our house, she had strength to walk and ride a 
little ; but as she found herself grow weaker, she wa.s more 

desirous to ha¥c her mind fa:,-tened on the Lord ; and she 

said she thought she was come here to have her mind from 
her fa1nily. There were many frien'1S and neighbours came 
to nsit her; some of them were deeply concernC(l for h~r, 

and spo!{e to her about mending (or r(.-CO¥ery), and ~h~ told 

me she thouglit it hurt her; for when she had the fe~er, ~he 

was "i;f!.ry <lc~irous to mend; but it "~s not so riow, for s1ie 
had rc.1ther die. I asked her how she did .nth them that 

feH into blk: she said, they did r.:ot hurt her ;-she took 
little notice of them. I could not TI"Cll for bear savino- to her 

- 0 

mother, ''\Yhat a. wonder is this ! that she, being so filled 

with tender lo~e to her family, should be so weaned from 
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out'Wa.rd things; and tlut the whole employment of her 
mind "·as so much inward, I thought as 1nuch so :i.s :ui~· I 

had ever known.' 
'' She one time S!tid, ·Pride! it must co1ne down, it must 

come dolrll.' .A.t another time, she inclined to sa.y rorne
thing to her eldest da.ughter, when none else were p:-e-sent: 
and she told me :uterwards, that she had a.d¥isro her to 
plainness; 3.Ild never to dress herself like some who (in
dulged) in superfluous dress. 

",,11en she was a little free from pain, she was 'r'PrJ 

lovingly concerned for the good of all that ca.me into her 
mind. 

'' At one time, she asked me what I thought of her condi
tion. I said, the case of Hagar and Ishmael were in my 
mind, when they went from Abraham's house; and their 
-wat.er was spe:it ; and, in liaga.r's distress, she said, ' I wiH 
not see the death of the child.' The Lord l1eard the '\'"oice 
of the lad, and opened her eyes, go that she di$00\ered a 
spring of water; and she ga\"'e the lad drink. And I said, 
'I believe He will hear th'\"' voice, and ciYe thee of that water - .... 
which springeth up into eternal life.' .At another time, 
being desirous to be helped, she sa.id, 'If I be tried M 

Ishmael was, I do not know how to bear it.' I replied, 
'Patience is a g°'-.J thing.' She said, < Thoa enco;,.ragest 
me, and I do what I can.' 

" On the morning of the sixth da)· of the week, h!?r nur~e 
came to our bc-d~~,le, and said she was ~rown wo~c, and that --
sh~ desired her fatl1er wou1d get up. \Ye quickly rose, an<! 
,,ent to her bcd:!i<lc, and found her (to appcamnce) just 
going. She put out Loth her l1ands, and I kept one of th,:;m 
upon my knee some hours; ~nd a. ~ery hard and }J:ijnful 

day it was to her; but her patience wag remarkable in that 
day of grc1t trial, which ·was the hard~t day she c"°er had. 



Next da.y, she was pretty easy :md pleas3.nt, :md had 3 

favourable night. 

" On Frrst Jay morning, on lier mother asking how she did, 
she enquired how her futher was, knowing tlut he was un

well the night berore. On her mother saying, ' He is 
better,' she s.aiJ, 'I shall be better too.' About noon she 
grew worse, but was sensible to the last. She once 53.id, 
' The pains of death are hard to bear; if I ha.d been one of 

the worst, I think it could not ha'"'e been harder.' I said, 
'I would not have thee to say so; I think the best of people 
are tried the most.' .A.nd the words of afflicted Job c:ime . 
quickly into my mind, when he said, 'Behold, I go forward, 

and he is not there ; and backward, and I cannot percei ~e 
him : on the left hand, where he doth work ; but I C3.D.llot 

behold him-he hideth himself on the right hand, that I 
cannot see him ; but he knoweth the way that I ta!~e, :md 

~hen he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.' I 

asked her if she heard ? she said, ' Yes, father;' and I 
think, from that time, to the last words she spoke, there ap

peared a good degree of faith and patience. 
"When she was near to draw her la.st breath, her sister 

)Iary asked her what they could do for her. She loringly 

answered, 'Nothing, but pray for me.' She quickly 

added, being the last words she spoke, ' The Lord can do .... au.-
" She died on the evening of First day, and was buri~ on 

the Fonrth clay following. Her remains were accorrrpanicd 

to the grave by many friends a.nd neighbours. It was a. 

fine day, an~ I believe, ma.ny were a.mully affected, and 

waitcl in abundance of love and patience. There was not 

much said by way of testimony; but I bclieYe the opportu• 

nity will be remembered for good. 
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"'Our son .-uron inten<h to go to li\"'e at Lynn, and to 

ma.rry a young wom:m whose parents lit·e :it tha.t pb.ce, as 

perhaps you In!l.j M'\"e h~ He intends to go the latter 
end of n~"Ct month, :ind he would h:i.\'"e me go to assist him 
in \!-Jntrh-ing for his winin5 business ; 311d so I sh:111 be 
!ometime from home Thv mother thinks she would like -
to spend some of -that time at Shields ; so, i£ ihou come to 
see Aaron before he goes, and thy relations at ,Yhitby, and 

then take thy mother home with thee, it would be accept
able. Or if it l\"ould suit thee better to meet her at Stock

t.on, tliat m.iglit do ; . but lT'C shall be glad to ha.ve 3 r~w 
lines from thee the first opportunity. I now conclude in 
dear lol"e, thy mother, and son, and thy brother Ingr3m, 

to you and yours. 

" P.S. Plea..~ give our love to Samuel Campion• and 
wife." 

'' 20th of 4th mo., 177 4. 
"Dear son and daughter, 

"John and l!a.rgaret Richardson, 
"Just now ~e have heard that yours and our dear child, 

Isabel, was buried last First-day, the sorrow for which did 
deeply affect our minds; and I unwarily struck my hand 
upon my knee, :ind said in my mind, ' Lord, hold thy hand,' 

Iookin2 direct!~ at the remo~al of so manv 0£ our dear off-..., - . 
spring of late, and having ~pa.red us for so many yea.rs. 
This I soon sa.w to be too rash of me. But oh! how readY -
iB He (the Father of ~Iercies) to pass by anti accept our in

nocency, if it is but there ; an<l it was as if spoken by a ,·oic.c 
good to hear, ')Iay not I take to n1yself the most pleas:mt 

flowers which I h:1.'\"'e planted 1' Then was my spirit revived 

• 
• S::t.mnt-1 Campion v;:,..,s :i friend •t=Il este-en::ed. He died at ~vrd1 

C.'!-,. 7.J- 6 n-. 1- --1 ~ .... e.w, mo. ;.•J, ,~ .. 



34 

and sw~teneJ, !ind ready to~.:, 'T11:· mll be done~ Amen .. 
... \men.' ,\·e were just come from meeting \'\'"hen we were told 
the sorro~.ful ne\t'S; and for grel! P3rt of the time we trere 
at the meeting, my mind ~~s deepened with 3. SOrTOW un
known: but frotn the sense I had, my desire was strong to be 
pre5erved fr0m repining-, by 3. Ii ring hope to be :is an anchor 

to the mind, the attainment of u-hich is not to he found but 
by patiently waiting upon a.n ever mindful Gil"'er to them 
who prefer His presence before their chiefest joy, and \\"ho do 
not turn from him out of the silent (waiting state) before he 
scatters his a.nd our enemies. ,,~e all kno"w;- th.1.t if our obe
dience be but enough in the motion or His power, tliey must 
tlee away. 

"Now my mind is pretty easy, and I desire never to write 
to you but from the best motives : though I do not write to 
yon often, (yet) you and yours are near our lives, with de
sires for your preservation and good e~ery ·way. 

" From your affectionate father and mother, 
"lsAAC A.."-D lsABEL R1cH.1RDSO~-

" P .S.-Rclations here are pretty well at present. We shll 
be pleased to h3. ve a few lines by the first opportunity from 
you, to hear how you fare. Gi\"'e our love to Sarah Stead, 
Samuel Campion and wife, or any others that enquire after 
us.'' See my dur father's answer to this amongst hi:s letters. 

From n1y grandmother, Is:,.bel Richardson, to my father 

and mother, ~hen residing at Seghill. 
" ~ew Tan House, 4th mo. 2nd, 1764. 

"Loving son and <lau;bter, 
"These may inform you -we are all well, throu6h mercy. 

I receiV'cd a. letter fron1 thy father last Third-day, and he 
wa.s well; and dcsi;ned to be at Tottenham 1;]..St Fourth-day, 

and so proceed homeward. Sister Rebekah is ·well.. I de-



sire to know how you do, and ho~ the little one ()!:trg=tret) 

grows. I think to senJ the leo.d bowls the first opportunit~•· 
So cond ude with lo,e to you, and brother and sister Stead 
!Uld famil,.-• . 

" From your lo\-ing :t.nd a.ueetionate mother, 

" IsuEL R1cn.1RDso:s. 
" • .\11 '\"'Our brothers and sisters ha \"'e their lo\"e to ,·ou. I . . 

sent you a bottle ot' 'Wine, which I hope came safe." 

Addres!Cd to John Richardson, :,.t Seghill, East Xew 

Houses, to be left a.t Thom!l.S .A.tley's .. Sewc:1.Stle. 

As tl1e present generation of Friends ha¥e to a.scribe mu<'h 

of their exemption from persecution anJ outw:1.rd sufiering 

( under the superintendence or :in O't"er-ruling Prondcnce) to 
the faithfulness of our ancestors in the various testimonies 

given them to bear to the truth as it is in Jesus, in its 

various branches; and to their patient, forbearing, circum

spect conduct when under suffering, whereby they excited the 
sympathy and won tbe goou \\"'ill of persons in power and au

thority in the nation, so that nut onl~- have the la.ws been 
greatly ameliorated in fa'"'our of Friends and other dissenters, 

but we no longer have to fear tho~e outbursts of popular fury 

and malice by which they were so often brought into sel'"ere 

suffering. The followi!ig is taken from a paper in the hand

writing of my grandfather, Isaac Richardson, signed with his 

initials:-
" 20th of 9th month, 1761. 

"The <la.'" ,vhen Kin~ Gcorze the Third ,·:as crowned, ex-. ~ -
pccting greater suffering for nr_,t comi:1:-:::,; with (the prac

tice) c,f my ncig-h l---0urs4ffl illu1ninatin; wind1Yws and rejoicing, 
as the\" called it, than I h3d evr:r done before; which was b,,-. . -
having my win,fr,;,...s hro~cn three times. The fir:5t time w~!i 

the worst-the ~cc<.1ntl tiuv1 was le:s:5 th~n the fir~t-~n<l this 
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time le!s dun the seconQ But ~ the crv w:,.s, 'Thev will ,. . 
break a.nd te!l?' all to p:eees where they will not light c:1.n-
dl~,' I w~ brought YC-r)· low in ID)" mind, anJ for some 

time did not know- wh3.t to do; and temptations crou-ded in 

apace; a.nd it was as if it liaJ been said to me,' The~·, it DU)" 

l>e, will set the houses on fire,' ,'t'hich (thou6ht) took great 

hold, bcrouse my son Henry's t1a.:t-shops and heckling
chamber joined the street, ""here the rude creatures used to 
mn mth squibs and burning tar-barrels. But help then be
gan to ari..~ in my mind, 3.Ild led me to rememl~r ,\·no g:n·e 
me those houses (in the town of ,\nitb:·), a.nd that if lie 
pleased to take or suffer them t.o be t:iken from me that way, 
it was his right. Then came in another closer tru.l th:m this 

last, which was, whether I sl1ould be there at tha.t time or 
not. It rose in my mind that (our Lord) said, 'If the good 
man of the house had known what time the thief v:ould 
come, he would ha\"'e watched and not suffer his house to be 

broken.' So then I thou6l1t I might go and make my ap
pearance. Then another temptation arose, which was, that 

likelv the'"' w-ould thro,v stones at me, and do me much <la-- .. 
mage, or kill me. This temptation was hardest of all. Then 
I looked at the testimonv I had borne, and I was comfortc.-<l, .. 
and my heart was deeply engaged in inward supplication to 
the Lord.. mentall, vra~nz that He would be pl~cd to 

~ . .. . - . 
strengthen my Io'"'e to him, that I might be worthy of hi~ 
prondenc-e, which I bclic\"'ed to be sufficient in e¥er:· stitc 

and condition. I was reaih· to sris, '~ ow I am will in~ to - ,_ -
8uffer, or to be as thou ,'t,oul<ht ho.ve me to be, only he thou 
with me.' In a little n1ore time of v.-3iting and still~cs~~ 

which wa~ pleasant, my h~art was filled with love incxpr~

sible, and it ,~as as if One with great authority had sai<l:

~The, shall not lrurt thee.' ... 



" It ''°" verified: the rulers of the town took more ore to 
keep the r3bble in subj~tion tlun they ever h:td done before; 

and my neighbours, who :i.forctime had bt.~n r~dy to laugh 
:it me., :tnJ count li;;ht of n1:· suffering, she\,·cJ. n1e kindness, 
and :issistcd in dis~ing the ruJc people; so, through the 
goodness of' Pro\'"iUt!uce, I suff~:-eJ little or no dam!l.ge: hard 
things ·were nt:1<lc ea.5.Y to me, and therefore I e:irne:stly desire 
that :JI \l" ho re!ld these few lines m.ay mind the h~venly gift 
in themseh·es, \l"hich, if truly wa.ite<l for, will :i.rise in the 

brightness of its o,\"n glor~·, in its own dwelling-place, to the 
scattering and dispersing :l.11 enemies, and in the room there

of mll fill with jo:· and comfort, to the praise of Him that 
is worthy now and for e,·er. I. R." 

I have met with mv trrandfn.ther Isaac Richa.rdson·s me-..... 
morandums of his journc~· to LonJon, &c., in 1761, chiefly 
gi\'"ing <htes, distan~, ar.cl the names of Fri~n<ls lie met with. 
On his return home, he ,nites,-" I found all things as well 

as I could expect. '\Yas at our ""eek-day n1ceting 'ln the 4th 
day. It was a good meeting to me. I was glad to see 

Friends, though I said notlling by ""ay of pul>lic testimony, 
but mv l1ea.rt was one with the testimonv of our Lord and - . 
Saviour, saying, ')Iy yoke is easy, and my burden is light,' 

and was fullv satisfied the'\"' are blessed that l1ur.ier and - - -
thirst after righteousness, a.nd lay aside a.11 t11eir own (ri6l,t-

eousness); for my settin; forwarJ in this journey was in po
verty of spirit, an<! wa~ much fo.Youred with the same ( de

pendent state) in aH n1y journey." 
The next article is an in~tructi\·c letter fro-=n the ~n of my 

grandmother; but I h~n·e not <lisco,·cred to whom it was 

addressed. 
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Isabel Rie~rdson to ---. 
" ,Yhi~by, !~th mo. 18th, 17 4-.. 

(The hi.st figure is ~anting in the m:inu.script.) 
" Dear Friend, 

"I am Yery sorry for thy disorder, ~d sh:tll be g1!ld to do 
thoo all the good tlut is in my power; but I hope thou knon-s 
th:1.t :ill power, both in hro"'cn and upon ronh, is committed 
unto Him tlut saith, 'Look unto me, :i.11 Te ends of the 

• 
earth, and be ""C s:n.·ed.' Therefore, 3S I :im nude sensible . 
of tho,e things, I do de3rl~- entre:1t thee to endc:n·our, as 
much :is in thee lieth, to be still: for God will c~er ri\·e a .... 
bles5ing to such, which ma.'ketl1 truly rich, and a,l~s no sor-
ro·w; for as men and ll"omen come to labour trul v for this ., 

stillness, they please God, :ind are made in :i. good degree 
co-workers with the Spirit of Truth, "hich shall le:id into 
all truth, and so b"' this thou shalt know the ,oice of Ilim -
that sayeth, 'Be stilJ, and know tl1~t I arn Go<l,' from all 
other voices; and thou shalt know hint to manifest his great 

power so in thee, that it shall be abo,e e,ery power that may be 
presented, if thou do but keep in obedience to this light, life, 

and call, that is in tl1ce. For he doeth not only c:ill from 
the ends of t]1e earth, hut out of e\"'ery thing that is repro'\"'e
able, or that would in any measure separate us from him : 
for his children ~re made to know, many times., he delights 
to ha\"'e them near him; and not only to pray for his kin;dom 

to come, and his will to be dor.e, but he is answcrin6 their 

petitions and requests, so t11at at times the:· are re~<l~- to :ay, 
like some of ol,1, tliat their sittin6 is C(lrtarnly in 11,~:1,·cnly 
placc,s in Christ J csns, an<l their fe11o»: hip is y,·ith the 
1-"ather, Son., ~n<l Ifo!y Ghost. So here is grea.t encourage

ment, not onl,;,- to 100:~ unto the Lor<l, Lut to ha.·c our~ hole 

<lcpcndcnc-e upon 1:iin. For he nc.:Yc: rcr1uirc<l :iny thiu~ of 
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either man or wonun, if' the; were but obedient thereto, but 
• 

he gave power to perform it. 
"So no,~, dear friend, I sh:t.ll conclude with a persu:i~ion 

that thou still hath a little hope, ·which, ii rightly minded 
(cherished), it will beas o.n :uichor to thy soul. But I entreat 
thee be ,·en- w~chful, lest the enemT, which e1rries all our - . 
happiness, should transform himself in any ,·isible object, 
and so cause thee to lose thy hope. For there is no true nor 
Earing hope ,,hich is Yisible, :,.nd therefore did the scrr:mt 
0£ the Lord Jesus decbre, s:iYinz, 'Therefore do we, with - -
patience, wait fvr it..' And so, by patient continu:ince in 
well-doing, the new man, Christ Jesus, will become to thee 
thy 'hope 0£ glory,' which will c:i.use thee to triumph o,er 
all-both his and th, enemies. -

"And now, being drawn ( out in expression) much farther 
than I ~pected, I dearly bid thee farewell in the unchange
able truth. 

"ls.A.BEL R!CR..\RDSO~. 

"liy husband desires his love to thee, and I request :s. 
few lines from thee the first opportunity, and hope shl I 
remain thy faithful friend." 
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The children of Is..uc :md Is..\Z:::EL R1cHARD.so~, of Bo~ 
Hall, a.nd afterwards of :Se\..- T:1n !louse, near ,Yhitby, were 
as r ollows :-

J oIL'-, bom4 mo. 1, 1733, m!lrrie<l 16.n?'3.ret Ste:111, <hu~h-- -
ter of John :ind )furgaret Ste3<l, of ~tesJie3d, in the county 

or Durlum, 1 mo. 24, 1760, a~d scttleJ :i.s :i. farmer at Seg
hill East ~ew !louses, near CrJ.mlington, in ~orthumber

land, where he remained about 5ix years, :md then remo\·ed 
to Pew Dean Taunery, near :Sorth Shields, which he planted. 

He died there 3 mo. 29, 1800, :iged 67 years. Sec the fur

ther account of him. 
ELIZABETH, bom 4 mo. 20, 1735, ma.rried Ingram Cl1ap

man, of ,rhitby, shipowne:-, a.nd died 2 n10. 14, 1773, :i;ed 
38 yea.rs. They had two <hughters, Isabel and Elizo.beth, 
who died single. Their son Ingram was a sea.man :md ship

owner. On his marriage "·ith a ne1r rdati,e, he left the 
Society of Friends. 1-Ie died in London, whither he l1ad 
gone for medical arl~ice, lcann; h~o chiidren. 

Ha.nnah, the .J.au~l1ter of Ingram and Elizabeth Chapman, 

married Gidc:>n Smailes, and left se,cral children. 
Ann, born 2 r.io. 19, 1763, married )Iichacl ;-ratson, of 

Staindrop, 6 mo. 5, 1732. He ·was born 9 mo. 2!), 1749. 

They afterwards removed to Xorth Shields, where he died 

11 mo. 10, 1827, agCi'l ;s ye~irs, and h!S mfe, 7 mo. 1, 1836, 

aged. 73 yea~. They had four c:1ildren, viz.:-
Hugh, who h:l.<l a chequered li:c, an<l married and settled 

at llcreford, where he died without i5sue. Hi:3 wi,!o\7 still 

resides there. 
Isa.bcl m:-irricd John Dodds, of Bi~hC\p .Auckland-not a. 

member of the Societv of Friends-but she was afterwards ., 

reinstated. 

}lichacl ~ttled at Shields, and 1narricd Elizabeth, th41 
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daughter of his gn?3t uncle, 1Yilliam Richardson, of Shef
field, :uid his wife Elizabeth. TheY both sun·i\"e. -

Ingram left the Society, nurried, :md lus tn--o children. 
He a.ls(\ resides at Xorth ShielJs. 

~uE.r, born 3 mo. 2-2, 1737, m.3.rried George ~lilee, of 
,Yhitby, shipo,'\"'ner, he not then being a. member of the 

Societ"' of Friends; but afterwards he was a.clmitted, :t.nd she - .. 
W3S reinstated. She sometimes spoke in meetings ior '""or-

ship, but w:i.s not a. recorded minister. She ·died 4 mo. 23, 

1823, aged 86 y~rs. 
They had four cl1ildren, of whom Isabel a.nd Henry died 

young. Their son !me was :i. tinner, and married H:inD3h 
Thumlwn, of York. He died 11 mo. 20, 1813, but left no 
issue. She died at \ ... ork 12 n10. 1816. 

Their other son, Thomas, for a time was a mariner, and 
suffered from the injurious influence or vicious associates; 

but he ofterwards settled at '\Yhitby, married Eli.z:lbeth 
Clarke, of that place, and joined his brother Isaac there, in 

the family ta.nyard. He died 4: mo .. 1, 1837. They had no 
children. 

kuc, born 12 mo. 4, 1738. He gained a knowledge of 
the tanning business with his father, mid then settled in 
London, where he married S3.rah )Iayleigh Barnes, daugh

ter of Samuel and Sarah Barnes. After the lapse of a few 
~ ... .. ... , ... , , """ d "... l h years, he remo·n~d to the \.,n~rrynu.1 .1.a.nyar , J.or,,;, w ere 

he died 2 mo. 12, 1791. After his decease his widow mar

ried out of the Society to "\Villiam Oli.er ; but it was not to 

her comfort. She died at Don~tcr. 
Of their chilaren, Ifunnah, George, and Isaac died young. 

Their sons, Samuel and \YilEam, succeeded to the tanyo.rd. 

,Yilliam married )Iartho. )Iil<lrcd, of near London. They 
beth sur;i.e. 



Or their childre~ ,villi.am died !tt ~hlton. Henr:· 3.Dd 
S:trah are with their parents at York, and L,y<fu. married 
John Riclw-Json Procter, ,Yho succeeded to the b.ny:i!d !lot 

Lowlights, near Sorth Shields. They h:i~e t~·o chilJren.. 
Samuel Richardson rcmo'\"'ed irom York to London, and 

aflerwa.rds to nC!lr FordingbriJ.;c, ·where he formed a. ma.rri:tge 
connexion out of the Society. Ile yet resides there. 

Hc""RY, born 9 mo. 10, 17 40. He settled at ,,nit by as 3 

flax-dresser, a.nd married llinnah Priestman of Thornton. 

He afterwards remo'"'ed to Stockton-on-Tees, wl1ere lie was 
mu<:h esteemed b\· Friends :ind others. His wife died :ibout -
1791, :ind lie died 7 mo. 22, 1808. They liad fourteen chil-
dren, of whom the first fi,e died in early life, lcanng tl1ein 
childless.. Their daughter Ann died at Durham 1 mo. 20, 
1837 (where she had resided several years), aged about 67. 
Their son Aaron, born 177 4, ma.rrie<l Debornh Procter, 
daughter of Thomas Procter, of Selby, 8 mo .. 2, 1804.. He 
died 8 mo .. 19, 18-32. 

They left three children, Hannah, Deborah, and Thomas. 
H:t,nnah married Benjamin Casson, of near Hull.. Deborah 
married John Oxlev. Thomas Ill!lrried Elizabeth Jones .. .. 
They lnrrc se-eral children. 

Henry and JI.annah Richardson's son Isaac f oliowed the 
sea. for several years, but finally settled at S11iclds, He 
rn~!T!!:d )fu:-y, the <laughter of Joseph and )Ia.r~ret Un
thank, 11 mo .. 16, 183i, and died 3 mo. 25, 1841. Their 
only child <lied in infa.ncy. Ilis widow yet survi\"'~. 

Their dau~htcr Isabel, born 3 mo. 4, 1777, married 
Henry Casson, of Hu11, who died 3 mo. 11~ 18:?G. She is 
an :icccpta.b1c minister. 

Their do.u6l1tcr~, Eliza.beth, ~Iary, a.nd Hannah, reside at 
North Shields; as a.lso Sarah, ·who married '\Villiam Brown, 

and h:is a d:iu6hter, Anna. 



)Villum Brown .. s first wife "·:,.s !thry, the <laughter of 
,Yilliam and ~Iary Ric~on, of kng~rf, who left seve
ral sons. 

\ruru,,r, horn 3 mo. 7, 1742. Ile succeeded to his fa... 
tbcr"s b.n~·!\rd, and :nurried )!3ry Tu1e, of Sorborough, 
5 mo. 8, 1771. After her decea~, hanng to wind up his 
affairs :,.t ,Yhitby, he resideu for:,. time ,irith his son \YiUi:,.m. 
at Cherrvhill, York.. He :i.fterw3.N! married Elizabeth -
Rea.v, of Alston, born 7 n10. 19, 17-53, and remo'\"'ed to Shef-. 
field as a leather-cutter. He dieJ 8 mo. 28, 18J9, and his 
·widow 11 mo. 5, 1827. He had a son, Isa..ic, ,,ho died of 
ronsumption, and 1Yilliam wa.s married and settled at York.. 
He wound up his affairs at York, and '\l"ent abroad to the 
West Indies, where it is belie\·ed his death took place. 

1\ illiam's daughter Ann married Isaa.c Spencer, of ··r· ork, 
not of the Societv . .. 

By ,rillian1 Ric11ardson's second n1arri::ige he had a daugh
ter Elizabc:tli, "° ho married )Iichael ,, atson, of ~ orth 
Shields, :is already noticed. 

All the aforementioned children of Isaac and Isabel 
Richardson appear to ha\"e been born at Bog Hall. 

Is.1.BEL wa.s born at ~ew Tan House, 6 mo. 24, 1744. She 
became a.successful linen-draper in ,vhitby; but marrying 
William Hudson, not a member of tl1e Society of Friends, 
6 mo. 10, 1792, she became in\"oh·ed in his insoh·cncv. lie 

• 
died 1 mo. 12, 1 ,na, and she resumeJ her business with some 
success, ~nd fino.l1y remo,ed to ~cw~tle, where she died 
8 mo. 11, 1823. 

AARO"S., horn 11 mo. 22, 1747, married )Ia.ry Post.~1o\"C, of 
Lynn, but then rc~iding at '\YhitLy. I-Ic rcmo".-ecl to Lynn 
in the 3 mo .. , r;7:3, v.-herc he 5ctt1cd as a tanner. Ile died 
there 9 mo. 14, 1790, lca.vin6 one d~u~htcr, Rachel I~o.hcl.. 
In the year 1303: I ,-i::it':d my cousin Ho.chcl, sh~ Lcin6 then 



on a visit nea.r '\\"' ells. Her mother b ._ing married :ig~in, 
r~hel bec:!me un...~ttled: she a.p~ed to e\"ince but little 

atu.chment to the Society of' Friends, or to her f~ther'·s kin
dred. She :urerwanls m~rried - Rhudal, :i. wine-merchant 

of London, and died 3 mo., 1823, z,.bout ihree yea.rs !ifter her 

mttrrbgc, he:- only cliilJ <lying before her. She U-!1.5 an in
terestino- ·vonno- woman. 0.., 0 

I ha "ie no recollection of l1a 'ring e"ier seen my uncle Aaron ; 

but in the vear 1826, Dr. Duon's wife, or "\'V'orcestcr, told -
my daughter, &chel Pumphrey, tha.t she knew my uncle 
luron well. He was one of her father's most intimate 
friends, who, she s3.id, considered his intimacy ~ith my uncle 

as one of his greatest blessings. She g:1.ve him an excellent 
character. 

N.13.-By a document which ms come to my hands, it 
appears that, in the year 1757, three of my grandfather's 
sons were employed in his ou-n tan ... ya.rd,-viz., John, aged 
24 ; Isaac, aged 18; and \Yilliam, aged 15. 



Joa.."' R1cH.\RDSO~, the eldest son of L~c and Isabel 
Richa.rdson, of \\"lutLy, w:i.s born :i.t Bog full, 4th mo. 1st, 

1733. 
I b,e found little or no nec-ount of the ezlv life of mv . ,, 

late dear and honoured fa.tb~r; but I h!i T'e rea..~n to belie,e 

that, being the olJt.-st son, and prol'!lbl:" his services being 
needed by his fatlier, a ,ery small share oi school- learuing 

fell to his lot. Ile continued to be employeJ in his father's 

busine--..s until he was about twenty-five years of age; and I 

think I ha'\"'e hear,l that his first attempt in business, on his 

o~n a.ccount, wa..s in keeping a shop for the sale of meal, 

flour, &c., in ,rhitby; but this "·as pursued only :i few 

months. About the )·car 1759, he came into the north, in 

search of a place to fix his abode in. On arriring in the 

neighbourhood of :Xewca.stle, l1aYing to pass throu~h Gates
head, and prob3.l,l~- l1~n-ing a little knowledge of John Ste:i.d, 

wl10 iollowed the Lu~ine.55 of ciYil engineer., he en'luin.~ for 

hls Lou~e, seeking for lodgings. .As he crossed the field in 
front of the house, he found their daughter ~I:irgaret stand

ing at the door, and on l1is making the enquiry, she in,ited 

him in; and it ,\"'as finally agreed that he should take up his 

quarters there for the night. 

It afterwards apIY.:ared tl1at, a night or two pre\·ious, this 

vounz wom~ had a. remo..rkable <lrea1n, in which there was .. --
shewn to her, as she bclieYed, the Friend to whom e\·entually 

sl1e would he united in marriage. On John Richarcl::on'."s 

u?proachin~ the liou~e, she at once saw (though he ,vas an 

entire stranger) that lie was the man whose likeness she had 

~n in her dream; so t11at, ,,hen he acco:Stcd }H?r, she felt 

Eome cm barmssmcnt. The acquaintance, thus commenced, 

being further culti,ated, rcsult~d in their union on the 24th 

of the 1st month~ 17C0. She was born 5 mo. 10, 17~9 .. 
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He took a sm~ll farm at 5€ghill :Ust New House~, n~ 

Cram1ington, abont 7 miles from Xewc:lStle, where their 

three first chilJren, I~1:1c, )1argaret, !ind John, were born. 

He remained on this farm about six years; but eorn (dU!'ing 
part. of the time) selling extremely lo,\'"-I think I hat"e 
heard hin1 say ahout ~ix shillings per boll of two ,rinchester 

bushels-he could not make the business :ms,'"er for the pro
per support of his family. 

Before toeing my dear father to where he next fixed his 

tent, it IIl!lY be proper to gi ·i.-e a little account of my mother's 
kindred. 

Joa." SruD, of Craike, in tl1e ~orth Ridiug of Yorkshire, 

is the first mem'Ler of the fo.n1il'"' of whom we ha.l"e an'"' :ie-• • 
count.. It is supposed that he was born about the year 1690 .. 
He appears to hal"'e been a carpenter and wheelwright. By 
a certific:ite (copie5 of which are preser\"cd in the family), it 
:ippears that in 1740 l1e remo\"'cd to '\\hitby, ::i.ftcr lrn.Ting 
resided 25 ,ears in Craike. The certificate is si!:ned bv the . - -
principal town5'men, as was a common practice at that period .. 
It expresses that he had li,ed there a considerable time, and 

behaved himself honestly amon6~t his neighbours, and wa3 

always very much respected. His -wife's name was Sarah. 

His son Jolin married )!argaret, the daughter of George 

Raper, 5 mo. 10, 1738, at Stockton. He was one of the per
!O:l.3 ~ho sign~l the said certifica.te, and was a member of 

the Society of Friends. I harl a brass watch sca.1, given me 

by my father (which is now lost). It had the letters GR, 
coarsely cut upon it, of Gcor.;c P..a.pcr's own doing; and it 
:ippc:r.rs I wn.s n:i.med after him. It is sai<l he died a.t 

Elswick: probably my grnndfather was then rc~iding there, 
a.s it is kno,n1 t1,at he was employed by ADn llodgson, ~• 
eDgineer at the Elswick Colliery. 
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S:1.rah, the widow of the ~!lid John St(--!id, !urmerly or 
Crnike, died at Stockton-on-Tees, in the 2 mo., 1775, O.S., 
:tged SO y~rs. 

Jon-s ST£.-\.D, my ~ndT~tber, wa.s l)()rn :lt ~.\n}pleforth, in 
the North l!.iJ~ug oi Yorksl1ire, 7 mo. 27, 1710, :i.ndap~ 
to ha\"e haJ a birthright in the Socict)· of Friends, of which 

be w~ :i.ftenr~rds :t conscie!ltious member. In 1738, on 

10 mo. 5, he m:irried, as aho""e, to )brgnret r~per, the 
daoghtcr or the ~id George fuper, then of Stockton-on

Tees, where theJ· first settled. In 1742 or 3, l1e is found to 
be residing at ,r-=ishington ~!ill, in the county of Durham_ 

Though possessed of '\'"ery little school learning-, he became 

a cle\"er and in~enious n1an; and whiht residing at '\Ya::l1ing
ton, it is said l1e in\"'e:ited the barley mill, for taking the skin 

off barley to prep~re it for the pot. 

In 1759, 11e is found to he a resit1ent of G:iteshead, where 
it was th:it mv fiit11cr John Rid13rdson found him, and be-. 
came acquainted with his <laughter Jf arga.ret, :is is before 

related. ,n1ilst residing in Gateshead, he "in\9ented a. ma
chine for cutting timber and other purposes by the help of 
the fire-engine, and mn.de application for royal letters patent 
that he mig11t ha~e the sole use and benefit of n1a'king and 
vending the said macl11ne for the term of 14 :years." He 
affirmed to tte petition before ,v. G., a. ~laster in Chn.nccry 
of Newcastle, on "the se\"'cnth day of February, 1767." He 

a.fterwardg resided at K~nton, near ~ewc.astle, was often pro

fessionally employed al,out collieries, and spent con~id~r.ible 

portions of the lattPr part of l1is life in Scotland. See the 

account of hi.s d1i1drcn, pre:ixc,l to my father"s corrc~pon

dencc. V•·c W!11 now procc(!(l ·with tl1e narrative. 

John Richardson's fatl10r, Isaac Tiic11:1.rd~on, ha""ing inti

mate acr1:1~intancc with John "\Yalkcr, of '\Y11ithy, whose 

son John l1~d co:1.,id:!r.1ble prop<;rty near North Shiel~, 
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where he resided, it ·w:1.5 agreed th~t my f!lther should 
remoV"e fram Scgbill, :>.nd undert~ke the planting of :i. tin
yard in Pew Dein, ne:ir ~orth ShieIJ5, in 3 part of the said 

property. The ground was ~ery m~l1y, :i.nJ for som~ y~.rs 
pro~ed an unliealt11~· re-idence for the family; but :is the 
land ~me more fuHy co\9ered with the pits mid builJings, 
the situa.tion became more 5alullrious. 

He pursued the business with much industry a.nd good 

judgment; an~ being of a. truly pious frn.me of mind, :s. 

blessing rested on his labours, so tlia.t he w:i.s enabled to 

re:i.r a hr,;e fumily of ten d1il,!ren, all of whom (except one 
daughter, who died wl1en she was about six years of age) 
grew up to manhood; yet the tanning bein; subject to great 
fluctuations, he had for many years to '"~de through great 
straits and difficulties, and habits of great frugality were 

maintainetl ; and as his sons grew up to m:inhood, some of 

them became ~ery helpful to him. By exercising gr~~t 
caution in the management of his concerns, an<l enlarging 
his business only as his C!lpital encro_ased. without borrow
ino- much mone'f' of others, lie was enabled to maintain 

0 • 

an honourable course, and was rem1rkable for his upright-
ness and integrity in all his dealin;s .. 

IIis wife )Iargarct departed this life 7 mo. 9, 1781, before 

I l\-:tS ei"ht Tears of aze. I remember her well. She was 0 .,, ...., 

or a gra'\"'e, serious, circumspect demeanour, guiding her chil-
dren and 'her domestic affairs with much <liscrction. They 
w-ere remarkably harn1on1ous, being y;cll suite,1 to each 
other, :i.nd I cannot rcmcm her C\'"er being witness to a.!l 
an~ry word bet't\""cen them. Thou~h so young when she 
cli~, yet I l1ave r~~on to belie,c she was of :i. good natural 

capacity, :ind of ~ very even temper. ~Iy father a.!ld the 

elder children ( of whom ~c..-en were then Ii'"'ing-) felt her Ios5 

d~ply. 



But tow, young ones, my sister )hrgaret pro"t"ed :1. kin<I 
and considerate ~e-uker, though at tbt time she bd not 
so fully submitted to the power of true religion, and to the 
yoke or Christ, as was the ea.~ aftc.n\"'3.rds .. 

About four years after this e-ent, he was united in mar
riage to Jane Sickle, a con,inced Friend, born at Longtown, 
but at that time residing as housekeeper mth fu\·iJ Sutton, 
or Newcastle. They were married 6 mo. 10, 178-5. She 
was 3, woIIl.3.n of a pious mind, and though perhaps not 
equal in strength of judgment to my own mother, yet she 
was enabled to sustain the duties of her station as well, or 
better, than most I ha,e knoITTl. I well remember ho,v 

ready some of us children were to let in a prejudice against 
her, even before she ea.me amongst us. 

I am ready to believe that in this way the enemy of souls 
often endeavours to mar the harmony of families, which, 

were there a. proper watch maintained against his insinua
tions, need IJ.ot so generally be the case with second mar

riages.. The of&-pring of a. first marriage, grov,ing up from 
infancy with their parents, become as it were, to a consider
able extent, shaped and formed in the same mould, so that 
there is naturally less to cause friction, independently of' a 
stronger natural affection.. But a. stepmother is brought 
into a family: and has to encounter habits previously formed, 

in many respects differing from her own. Perhaps the dis
cipline of the family h~ been a. little impaired by the 
withdraw:il of the parental controul of the late mother. 

She feds desirous, and p:-operl:· desirous, to restore it-and 

here the wayward will of man~s unsubj~tcd nature presents 

a. barrier to her exertions, and hence discord arises, without 
any real fault on h(;r sit!e, but merely by her attempting 

that which, nuder her circuu:I5ta.nces, was scarcely prac-

F 
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tic,.ble. Perhaps the hus~d coincides in ju~o-ment with 
his wife; but, in the :ittempt to support her nnthority, 
he does not sufficiently symp!!.thize with, and henee, in 

degree, he alienates the aff eetions of his omi children-not 

sufficiently perceiving th3t it is not mtucl tMt they should 
pitiently be:Lr from a str:lnger in bloou th:1,t controul to 
which they would reidily have submitted in the case of 

their Olm mother. The best course for a. stepmother to 
pursue, is :i.lways to exercise forbearance and kindness, and 
el"en indulgence, as far as she can do it innocently; but 

never beyond th.at point, and if she cannot restrain them 
within those boun~, she must still be patient, and let her 
requests be made known unto God. I belie,e this was much 

the course my dear stepmother pursued ; to me she was uni

formly kind. Bnt the family was soon reduced. 
About this time, my oldest brother Isaac begun business 

in Newcastle; and in one or t\\"O yea.rs afterwards, my sister 
~Iargaret ( who perhaps felt the change the most) a.lso removed 
to Newcastle, to be my brother's housekeeper. \Yilliam, 
who had been a year at my aunt Sarah \Yalker's, to assist 

in her little shop, came home, and I took his place for two 
years. John inclined to be a sailor, which line of life, 

though much against our dear father's inclination, he fol

lowed, in a vessel belonging to my uncle, Geo. Gallilee, for 
two years, when, aft€?' wintering at home, and being about 
this time favoured \nth a fresh visitation of our Heavenly 

Fathet"'s Io,e, it was manifest to him tha.t it was his duty to 

J~.e the sea, a.s the ungodly company with whom he had 

to associate, were decidedly inimical to his growth in grace, 

and in hea..enly knowledge. 

Thus the elder branches of the family being dispersed to 
take root, and throu6h the watchful ca.re of a merciful God, 
and the continued visitations of his grace, to bring forth the 
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fruits of righteousness in other localities, way W:tS ~de for 

another young fumily, and our ~31ued inrent w:i.s blessed 

with pe30e and prosperity. 
H~ving for tn!tny y~rs endeavoured to walk in the ordi

nances and comm3nd:nents of the Lord mth much inno

cency, and being often deeply concerned for the spiritU31 
improvement of those around him, he received -larger mea

sures or di vine grace, and 0£ the gifts of the Spirit, and was 

called to the work of the ministry of the gospel of life a.nd 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He had long 

ck.en much delight in reading the Holy Scriptures; often 

when sitting in the kitchen amongst 1w children and ser

vants, would he turn to his Bible, and read audibly for a 

considerable time together in the precious .olume-and I do 

believe the effect was very salutary on the minds of his 

household. 

His first appearnnce as a. minister ~~ on 7 mo. 2, 178.5~ 
being then in the fifty-third year of bis age. I well remem

ber the tenderness, humility, and simplicity of his m.,nner. 

}Iuch more of the dialect peculiar to the locality in which 

the early portion of his life was spent, was perceptible, than 
was the case afterwards, when, becoming more accustomed ro 
speak in the public assemblies, many of the defects in pro

nunciation were corrected. There was a greater depth of 
instruction in his communications than was at that time the 
case with many ministers. He was of a deeply contempla

ti'"'e tum of mind, and frequently drew instruction from 
natural things, in a manner peculiarly impressi_..e and :ip.
rropriate-oftcn from occurrence3 or objects which would 
es<:3pe the attention of common o b5ervers. Thus he became 

well instructe<l in the mysteries of Christ's kingJon1-often 

enabled to dmw forth, out of the tr~ures of a. purified. 

en1igbtened, and dediQted hc.a.r_t, things new nnd old, to the 
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ministrations. 

He did not tt3\"el much in the exercise of his ministry, 
and I do not think he e\"er requcstcl a certificate for tht 
purpose; yet I do remember, on one or tu-o occo.sion!, his 

-mentioning, in the monthly meeting, prospects or a.ttending 
some meetings nt a dista.nce, which he did in order th:it he 
might know (as he expr~ it) tht in so doing he was not 
moving against the advice of his iriends. One of these jour
neys ·w·as to attend the Circular Yearly )Ieeting, held at 
Cm-lisle, I think in the ~ea.r 1796, in which I understood he .. 
had good serriee. He se~eral times attended the yearly 
meeting in London; and his own monthly and quarterly 
meetings with great diligence-and l\"'3.S often very usef al in 
the exercise of the discipline, luving a living concern for 
the prosperity of truth, and an honest zeal tha.t corrupt and 
disorderly spirits should not go unreproved; and he deeply 
mourned when snch attempted to assume dominion in the 
church. 

I II13Y now notice more particularly his demeanour in his 
family, and his care over his children. For many years, he 
laboured diligently in his tanyard, amongst his men, a.t the 
pits or in the drying shades. He made good l~ther, and 
had a. free demand for it. He wn.s thoroughly ~dustrious 
in his habits-sometimes exerting himself almost to the in
jury of his health, until his outward circumstances becmne 
more easy. He had no associates, except a. little occasional 
social intercourse amonz~t Friends; '\'"~t lie was well ~teemed - .. 
by his nei~hbours. Ile did not ~ holly refrain from the 
use of strong drink, that not being customary at that period. 
He fre<]_ucntly offere<l it, with other food, as a refreshment 
to his custome~, to whom he was kind and open. But on 
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snch ~ions he observed strict modemion, and in his own 

habits he w:t.S rather 3.bstemious. 

I belie\9e, in some of these res-pects, more light, and ~ 

clearer appre1!ia.tion oi tendencies, has been unfolded to m:Lny 

in the pre.sent generation, and that it is our duty to impro._e 

by these disco~~ries; and, both by enmple and by preee~ 
,endeavour to promote s:uer a.nd better us:iges a.s to the use 

of strong liquors, and that it is by much the safest course to 

confine their use, ""ery ne:i.rlyt if not quite, to medicinal pur

poses. 
)Iy dear futher kept a most ,igibnt guard O\"er his chil

dren, that they might be presen·ed from corrupt associa.tes; 

and as most of us were chieffv educated in the common dav-. . 
schools of the neighbourhood, this was no easy task. But 
he used his best endea:vours to restrain us from os::ociating 

in play with wild lads-often giring us ,ery weighty admo
nitions on tl1is subj~t-cndea\"ouring to con-rince our j udg

ment of the great danger of the practice, :ind, to a greit ex.
tent, positively restraining us from it-which care, I do 
belie~e, contributed ~el y to our prescITation. 

With regard to the principles of our religious profession: 

we had more to suffer, in the ·way of scorn and derision, than 

is the case now; and when he obserred us shrinking from 

the testimonies of truth, as professed by the Society, he took 

pains not only to instruct us in tne ground an<l ori~in or 
these testimonies, by putting suitable books into our hands, 

or la);ng them in our wa.y, but at times he would take us 
aside into the go.rden, a.ncl after p,1inting out to us how, in 

deviating from the principles of our profe.i::sion, to c~ea.pc the 

contempt and rcproo.ches of men, we were thercL:· in danger 

of being found a.mon65t thc:n ~ho were ashamed of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, a.nd of his v.-ord~, in obedience to ~.-1:.om our 

'tforthy predcressors bclieYe«l thcru::el,·es dlcd out of the 
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corrupt and degener:J.te n!ages or the world, and of the pro
fessing Chrutun Church, I well remember with wlut 
weight, tenderness of spirit, and awfulness of deme.3nour, he 
w~ed us on some of these occasions, lest we should unh:ip
pily become of the numher of those or whom Christ lnll be 
ashamed, when we shall all be brought into the preSence of 
the Father, and of the holy ruigels. Some of these oppor
tunities have left 3.Il indelible impression. 

I ha'f'e often admired at the extent of knowledge on gene

ral subjects which my father acquired.. He appeared to 
read ~ery few books, except the Scriptures and Friends' 
books, and generally the weekly newspaper; yet in argu
ment, on most subjects which ca.me up in the course of con
versation with his elder sons, particularly Isaac and 1Yillia.m 
(who read more largely), he was fully a match. Though 
he read sparingly, yet being, as I ha'\'"e already remarked, of 
a. deeply conten1plath·e cast of mind, he comprehended and 
understood much that escapes the notice of more superficial 
persons. I ha.veonen been much plea..sed and instroctecl in lis
tening to these discn5sions, which.took place in the f:1.mily, on 
a great variety of topics : often on points connected with their 
business (being all tanners), by wliich his sons were greatly 
aided by the communication of his experience;· and also oa 
what more properly lies "'nithin the pro;.-ince of natural his
tory. He bad a remarkable knowledge of the human frame, 

and of the mode of treatment proper for many of the mala
dies to \'V hich our bodies arc ~u l dect. II::i.;ng been a farmer, 
he had a good knowlcd~c of the pro~r m::ina;ement of 

horses and cattle, and in his la!tcr ye~r.; llc took great plea.
sure in the m~na.gcmcnt of milk cows. lle had a. considcr

aL1e knowledge of shippin:; affairs, thon!;h he forbore e"·er 
L:i.i.;ng pro~rty in them, ha.vin; an aversion to an~- of hi~ 
children lP.:ing dr:nn1 into tl,at line of obtaining a Jiv.._.. 
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libood, well k.nomng the mor:u corruption to v, hich ~u1en 

are e3:poseJ, 3.nJ :Llso the temptations to a ,iohtiou of some, 

or most of our religious testimonies~peei:illy in connexion 

with the man:1gemcnt of ships in time of war. They are 

also much dcrri'"'ed of opp0rtunities for religious instruction 
and edification. Yet it ultin1atelv so fell out that three of his • 
sons for a time followed the se.afaring life: my brother John, 

as alre!ldy noticed, and my brothers .. ~n and Joseph. But 

I do not eonsider that any oi them were benefitted by it, or 
had murh comfort or satisfi1ction in it; :J.Ld the result con

firmed the propriety and wisdom of our futher's views on 

the suhjeet. 
He attended the yea.rly meeting for the la.st time in the 

year 1798. I think he both went aud returned by sea. The 
sea-sickn~s appeared on this occasion to ha.-e an injurious 
effect on his stomach :?.nd bowels which he ne-er quite reco

vered from; ,ct he continu&:cl able to zet abroad occasion-. -
a11y-nntil near the close of 1799, when feeling his strength 

gradually gi~e way, he became fully persuaded that his end 

was approaching. For tweh·e months or r.1ore, ht had rarely 

~poken in ministry. On one occasion, at Sewcastlc, standing 

up in the gallery, and noticing this fact, and intimating that 

in bis apprehension it was so in Dinne ordering, he in a. 

~uliar!y ...,..-ei6bt~· m3.nner dec1ared that his fa.ith, hope, a.nd 

confidence in God were as strong as e\"er. 
He often e:tpressed his thankfulness that his r.hil<lren 

,vere, SC\"'eral of them, so hopefully settled that they no 
lourrer tNluired his ~"trc as formerh·; ~ncl looked f.Jrwanl 

~ -1 • 

with a. comforta1Jle hope th~t his you:i6cst son, lienry, 
would soon bccon1e qualifietl to succeed him in the _ou::incss. 

During the course of his illne~s of upwarcls of three months1 

lie rcr-atcdly intimated, that he felt his mind so weaned 
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from the world, tlut it seemed almost 3S much so :t9 tl1ough 
he ha.J ne,er Ii \"'ed in it. 

". e m:iy perhap.s ~t bring these few memorandums 
res~ting my belo\"ed father to !l. close by introducing a few 
of his own e.:tpres.sions.. ln a letter to my brother :md sis

ter, Joseph :md )G.rgaret 'C' ntbnk, then residing at \Yhitby, 

dated Shields, 1 r...10. 19, 1800, he writes:-
" I have been nl.3.Ily weeks (past) looking for a letter 

from one of you, but b,e been hitherto disappointed. I 

expected to ha \"e an account how 16.rgaret recovered, and 
how the little ·one (Hannah) throve, as an acknowledgment 
of the receipt of my bst letter. I think I am r:i.ther better 

in health than I was la.st summer; but in other respects 

worse. 
" I ha.ve a troublesome cough, which hinders me of part 

0£ my rest at nights; and, upon the whole, I think my con
stitution much n-ea.kened, so that I sometimes think it is 

hardly likely that I shall get to see my friends in Yorkshire 

any more; but as to th.at I am in no mse anxious. )!y 
mind is calmly centred in the Dirine will; and I ha-e a 
fim1 hope, than when it pleases Him to take me fro1n this 

troublesome world, he will recei\9e that part in me which is 

nt for eternal happiness into ( the arms of) his mercy. And 
as to my posterity, and those I leave behind: if they are but 

enough concerned to walk in his fear, I ha\"'e no doubt but 

tha.t be m11 continue to be to them a father and a friend, as 
he has l;een to me all my life long: blessed be his name." 

Ile then takes some brief notices of his fiuniiy :-
" I suppose you know that \Yillian1 i9 gone into partner

!hip with Isaac, in dre~sing \"'arious sorts of sheep leather. 

Geor6e ·wants a. shop as soon as he can meet with one to suit 

him; so that I ha~c none of the fim stock (of children) left at 

home now Lut lienry, who is .-ery :issisting to me, and de-
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mea.ns himseli very kindly and w~ll. To me, the grea.test 
satisfaction of any thing in this world is ~ hope that my 
children are :,.:U likeh· to do well • . 

"You m~y gi...,.e our kind. lo\"e to brother and sister Ga.!
lilee, :md tell th~n1 I think it long since I hM a letter from 
either or them. I sometimes think it almosL looks :is if we 
bd forgot one another. l!y wife 3nd son joir me in 1-'?3.r 
love to you and yours, and all relations. From your 
affectionate father, 

"Joa:s Rxca.UU>SO:s.'t 

This is thought to be the last letter our de:u- fa.ther wrote. 

The following expressions, denoting the peace, serenity, 
and confidence with w hieh his mind was replenished, in con
templation of the near approach of that period when die 
bodv should return to the dust from whence it came, and the -
spirit unto God who ga.ve it, ha"'e been preserved, being 
dropped a few weeks before his close. 

In the course of a con\"'ersa.tion v.ith some of his children, 
he intimated tl1at he felt as though he had little or nothing 
more to do W'itl1 the world, and though b~iness ca.me unu
SU3lly upon him, yet hi, mind was free from anxiety about it. 

To a youn; n1~n who ,;sited him~ he said, "I ta.ke it 
very kind in thee to come to see me, and thou may give my 
love to thy father and mother (Hadwen and )Iargaret 
Bra6g), and tel1 them I know not whether I shall recover 

or not; but, according to my pre:cnt feelings, I don't think 
it likely, but I am easy whiche,;-er way (it be). I an1 quite 
resigned, either to li~e or die, and I seem quite redecrue<i 

from the world, almost as much so as if I had nc\"cr had 

ought to do with it; antl. if I ;o (now), I do not know that I 

could go better." 
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At another time, :uter lying a little while quiet, he spoke 
11early as foJlows: "I lu~e been thinking I shall die, per
haps before m:my <hys-my breath is short-I belie\'"e I 
slu.ll brcsthe shorter :md shorter, till I bre:ithe no more; 
and when this is the case, I would not ha\"e you stir or dis
turb me, without I request it. ~Iy mind is richly reple
nished with divine love and life, so th3t I am not :ura.id of 
des.th, hell, or the gr:i:re. )!y spirit soars above all the 
powers of darkness; yet when I look back on all I bve 
done, (I find) I h.3.ve nothing to depend on but the love and 
mercy or my r\edeemer." 

To one of his sons, he e~pressed his deep concern for the 
preserration and welfare of the religious society of which he 
was a member; he lamented over the low state of religion 
at that juncture, in the p:i.rticular meeting to which he be
longed-the wmkness and instability of some, and the errors 
and want of circumspection in others ; and in taking a. more 
extended Yiew of the Society, he spoke with much emotion 

of the wa.nt of clear discernment, and ~ sufficient controul 
over their own spirits, and even the serious e.?TOrs in their 
religious communications, into which some of the ministers 
{highly esteemed hitherto) had fallen, whereby the weak 

were stumbled, and the gainsayers emboldened; that some 

wno had ~pok~n p:-opheti~!!y ha.d manif~tly been mi::;taken; 
and tbat dangerous errors had been indulged in by others (:is 
Ha.nnah Barnard and her followers, who was afterwards dis
owned, hanng 'Iue~tioncd the authority of the Holy Scrip
tures, and some of the fund~m'!ntal <ioctrines of the Gospel). 

Ilis spirit was deeply exercised on these subjects. 

With regard to his own condition, he continue<! in a pc.acc
fol, humble, confiding frame of mind, earnestly desirous to 
be relcasc<l, that he might enter on the enjoyment of his 
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heavenly inheriunce, and into tl1:,.t rest preimed for tl1e 
people of God. 

About three weeks before his close, delirium came on; after 
l'"hich he had but few nnd short lucid inten·ili-the power 
of speech also failing. But when the solemn closing period 
anired, which took place on 3 mo. 29, 1800, the a"Wful 
sense of Di,·ine lo,·e and mere'" which clothed the minds of • 
those who were privileged to sund by bis bed-side, ~orded 
the comfortable confirming :,.ssurance that his end was pea.ee. 

The following paragraph appeared in a. ne\vspaper, The 
~~e,r;ca~tle Adr:erliser, of 4 mo. 5, 1800:-

" Died on S:,.turday last, ad'"anced in years, at the Pew 
Dean Tannery, Lt>,, Lights, near North Shields, )Ir. John 
Richardson, tanner. He was one of the people called Qtm
kers, and maintained through life the etrictest integrity, 

which, combined with true meekness and industry, gained 
him the esteem of all who knew him." 

The following minute, by way of testimony, was issued by 
the monthly meeting of Sew-castle:-

" John Richardson, of the Low Lights, near North Shields, 
in the county of S orthumbcrland, departed this life on the 

29th of the 3rd month, 1800, and his remilllls were interred 

on the 2nd of the 4th month, aged near 67 yea.rs: a minister 
upwards of 14 years. 

"The memory of this our dear deceased friend feels precious 
to the minds of many of bi~ surnvors. llis humble, up

right, and e:,:emplary conduct endea.roo him to all ranks. 

"In mini:;try, his con1muni~tions were a.cceptable, beiog 

often delivered in great tenderness, and a.cconrpanied with 

the sa.-our of truth. In the discipline of the Church, he 

promoted the exercise of the rules csta1lisbed :?.r.iong~t us 
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with firmness and imparfulity, yet lrith much Christ~ 
tendern~s. 

'' In his last illness, with which he was confined for se\"'ecl 
w~s, the expressions which dropped from h.im e\·itlenced 3 

mind re.signed to the Di \"ine dis~l, 3.Ild prepared for a 
fuw change; yet fully sensible that it was not for :iny good 

works of his, but through Di\ine mercy and Redeeming 
Love, that he felt his nund sweetly replenished with the liv
ing presence and love of God, so as to remo\"'e all fear of 
death ... 

)1y step-mother, JA-s.s RicHA.RDso~, only surYi"'ed my 
father about twentv months. She h:id a short but se'\"ere • 
illness, or the erysipelas kind. She departed this life on 11 
mo. 16, 1801. 

She had an illness in the spring of 1798; :ind I have found, 
in her own handwriting, a memorandum to the following 
purport. It is dated 4 mo. 14, 1798. 

_" lfy last indisposition has been a low and stripping sea
son, so much so that I often thought I should never be raised 
up again; but as I ha"'e been enabled to keep humble 
before the Lord, he has once more been pleased to ma.nif est 
his glorious power in such a. manner as I ne~er before expc
ricncoo. 
works and dealings '\\-ith the children of men, but could not 
have believed that any mnrta.1 cr~ture could behold his mar
-;-clJous works as I have done. I have been for sevei3.l 
nights that I hardly e~er slept: neither had I any <le~ire for 
it-for I S<!emed like one taken from tl1e eart11; vea, at times ., 

I seemed to for""Ct m'\9sclf and rnY nearest connexions. But, 
0 • • 

notwithstandin6 I have se(!n ~ much of the Dinnc glory as 
I "Was capable of beholding, yet I feel at times much tried, 
with an apprehension that several thin~ are rcquir(.-d of me 
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mher out or the common line. But my Gre,.t luster h3.s 
shewn me tha.t I was not to set my own re3Son to judge 
whether it w:is right or wrong, when he requires any thing 
of me, but that I shoulJ follow him, without hesit:uion, 
,vheresoe~er he leads me. Oh! that the children of men 

could but be made willing to come up hither ;-they would 
see him to be all-glorious. But there is a great work to be 
done, before we come to this experience." 

She was well concerned, both for the welfare and preser
vation from evil of her household, and also for the Society 

0£ which she ·was a member. .At times she was deeply exer

cised in 5pirit before the Lord, and was, from a.n apprehen
sion or duty, at times led to offer a little matter by ~ay of 

exhortation in religious meetings, but was not recorded as a 

mini~t.er. 
She had ~ery little school learning, but was a sweet-spi

rited, pious woman. She was a kind mother to me, and I 
lo~ed her well.. 

Her sister liargaret, the vrue of Jonathan Slack, of Wig

ton, in Cumberland, also became a member 0£ our Society; 
but with her other relations, we had little intercourse and 

little acquaintance. 

C,opy of the Certificate of Carlisle )!onthly l\Ieeting, on the 
remo-;-al of Jane Nichol or ~ickle. 

"To Friends of ~ewca.stle )Ionthly )Ieeting. 

" Dear Friends, 
" Our friend Jane Sichol ha.nng remo'""ed from heoce to 

within the com~s of your monthly meeting, and requested 

our certifica~-
" These may certify unto you that she was a member of 

our meeting, and had her liberty of sitting in meetings of 

G 



62 

business. She w:15 3 diligent attender of our meetings of 
worship 3D.d di~cipline, :md in full unity; her life :ind con
versation being co,·ered with innocency. So fur as we kno,t', 

she left us de-J.r or Jeht :ind marri:ige Cl¾:,o:igement : ~ such, 
we recommcnJ her to ~our Christb.n care and O\"ersight, 

• 
greatly desiring her growth in the truth; and remain, your 
iriends, brethren, 3.nd sisters. 

"Signed, in and on behalf or our monthly meeting at 
Carlisle, the 18th of 7th month, r;s.~, 

\VILLI.of SuTTOS DA,ID- DucKETT 
J.uzEs GRAHA~I TBO.ll.A.S Surros 
MusG.BAVE ELLWOOD 

Tuo11..&.s DoBSos 

SARAH HODGSO:S 

REBECCA ScoTT 

DrsAB GRAB.All 

AMY BLAIR 

H.t..,"NAH SUTTo:s 

)I.a.BY ROBD.'"SO:S 

. lIAB.Y SUTTOS 

BETTY SUTTOS 

ELJZAB~T.H St:TTO:S 

JASE CARRICK 

ELtZ.\BETH CARRICK 

LETITIA JAMES 

\\"'tLLIAM CRO\V 

Joas STORDY 

W1LLIA.ll Ia,v1:s 
,VILLI.Alf HODGSON 

J Alf ES !\I ILLER 

Joas l,1sos 
Joas SUTTON 

JoIJ:s Iv1sos 

\V1LLIAll St:TTOS 

1°BOlJAS CARRICK 

JOSEPH St:TTOS 

Joas BLAYLOCK 

Tl1e family of Jow.; RrcHARDS-O~, of Low Lights, near 
North Shields :-

. He wa.s born 4 mo. 1, 1733, married :_\I:irga.ret, daughter 

of John and ~Ia.rga.ret Stead, of Gateshead, 1 mo~ 24, 1760. 

She was born 5 mo. 10, 1739, and died 9 mo. 7, 1781. He 
died 3 mo. 2!). 1800. 

Their children were-
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Isuc, born 2 mo. 11, li61, remo'"'ed to Newc3.stle !l.bout 
1785, 3.nd inarried Debora~ chughter o~ Tu.,id a.nd Re~ 
Sutton, 8 mo. 20, 1795, who W3.S born 6 mo .. 2, 1773, :uid 
died 6 mo. 20, 1848. He died 10 mo .. 24, 1810, leaving 
fonr children survivin2", '\"'iz., John, Edward, Rebecca, and -
Anne, who all su.rvh·e except Rebecca, who died 11 mo. 20, 

1834 .. 
John married S:i.rah Balk:well, of Ph-mouth, and ha.sse'\"en • 

children SU?\"inng, '\"'iz.:-James, Emma, DaYid, &rah Ann, 

J"ane, Henry, Joseph Hancock. Their oldest son, Charles, 
died of consumption 3 mo. 24, 1846, a.ged about 19 years .. 
He w-a.s & pious, intelligent young man, and kept a journal 
of his religious experience for :ibout three years before his 
decease, from which extracts have been printed for the 
family use. 

Edward married Jane, daughter of John '\Yigham, of 
Edinburgh. They ha. \"e nine children SlllTinng, ,:z. :
Anna Deborah, Caroline, Edward, John ,Yigham, Elizabeth, 
George ,villiam, Jane Emily, Alice )Iary, Ellen Ann. 

MARGARX'l', born 4: mo. 1, 1763, married Joseph Unthank~ 
then of ,vhitby, 8 mo. 10, 1791, and died at "\Yillington )Iill.. 
near North Shields, 10 mo. 13, 1829. He died there 10 mo .. 

27, 1827, aged 65 years. They left five children, viz.: 

George, who married )Iary Baker, of nror Castleton, and 

died 8 mo. 31, 1842. She survi\"'es, with three chiidren, 

viz. :-Joseph, Hannah, and )!arg:iret. 

~Iary married Isa:,.c Richardson, of Xorth Shields, 11 mo. 

16, 1837, ,\"ho died 3 mo. 25, 184-1. She still survi~es. 

Jane and Hannah dit"<i sin~le. 
Isabel, born 4 mo. 13, 1801, married Thomas Pumphre:·, 

of Ackworth School, and yet survives. 

• Fo?' " mf"'roori::il of tbi" Fri~d .. '!'ee S'C!anna. Corder's ~temori::il" of 

l>e-c~a,;~d M~mb~u of tbe- Society or Friends. 6th edition, pag~ 12..r,. 
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Jomr, born 3 mo. 13, 17&5.. He ~35 three times ma.rried
lst. To Ihnn.!).h, <hnghter of Caleb and Judith '\\ ilson, 

of Sunderland, who left fi,e children. 

2d. To )!m-y, ~idow or Joseph King, Cormerly of ~ew
castle, but then of Darlington. She only survived her m:s.r
riage a few months. 

3rd. To Sarah B1a.x13.Dd, widow of George BJ3xland, or 
Hitdiin, 

John Ric~n died at Croydon, 8 mo. 29, 1842. 
Of John Richardson's fi""e children-
John married S3I3h DLi:on of Cockfield, near St:undrop, and 

has three children, viz. :-Rachel, John Wilson, and Hannah. 
Chleb m:uried ~Ia:ry W mn, of Leeds, and has eight 

children sumving, viz. :-John ""inn, Joseph, Sophia, Ed
win, Frederic, Ha.nnah Wilson, Stansfield, Emily. lla.ry 
Frances died in 1847. 

Joshua married Hannah Burt, of Newcastle, and has six 
children. He is a civil engineer, and at present resides at 

Liverpool 
William. manied Eliza Brown, or near Huntingdon. They 

have se,en children, viz. :-William Henry,. Eliza Brown, 
Katherine, Charles Stansfield, Olivia, John George, All>ert. 
Their son, Alfred, died in 1847. 

~Iargaret married John Gil~rt Holmes, now of )!iddles

borough. Tliree or her children survive, Tiz.. :-Eleanor, 
Henry, and Benj~min. 

Isaac, ~!3.rgaret1 and John, were born :it SeghilL 
The undermentioned were born at Low Lights:-

!SABEL, born 3 mo. 6, 1768, <lied 4 mo. 15, 1774, aged 

near 6 vears . .,, 

,v-ILLIA.'1, born 9 mo. 13, 1771, married Sarah, daughter of 
Thomas Priestoun, of York. She left a dau~htcr, S~rah 
Pricstm:1.n Richardson, who !et sun-ives. 
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He :Utel"'"!l.rds married Margaret, the <hughter of Thon135 
and ~brgaret Robson, of Darlington, by whom he h!l.d a 
daughter, ~hrgaret, who bec!l..me the wife of ThoI113S J!l.n1es 
Baekhouse, of Sunderland.. They ha Ye six children, viz.:
Thomas ,,.illi!lm, )hry Agnes, Edward, Edith, Lilw, and 

• 

· )Iargaret Richa.rJ...~n is a minister in the Society, well 

esteemed, and resides at Sunderland. 
GEORGE, born 12 mo. 18, 17-;'3, removed to New-C3.Stle, 

and ma.med Eleanor, the <hugl1ter of John and Rachel 
,vatson, 7 mo. 17, 1800, who ~as born 4 mo. 6, 1778, and 

died 4 mo. 10, 1846. 1\~o of their children died in infa.nc~"
The'\'" had :6,·e others, nz.: 

"' 
Rachel• married Thomas Pumphrey, of ,Yorcester, now 

of Ackworth. She died 1 mo. 20, 1842, lea 'ring four cl1il
dren, viz.: Anna, George Richardson, Thomas, and ~Iary 
Caroline, who all survive. 

Henry, -who married . ..-\.nna, daughter of Samuel and 

Esther Atkins, of Chipping Konon.t 
Ellen resides with her father. 

Isaac died a.t Ventnor, Isle of '\Yight, 5 mo. 3, 1840, s bout 

the age of 29 yea.rs. A brief memoir of him was published. 
George, junior, also resides with his father. 

ELIZABETH, born 4 mo. 16, 1777, married Jos-eph Procter, 

of North Shields, who died 9 mo. 17, i813. She died 11 
mo. 20, 1820. She left six children, ~z. :-

Joseph, who married Elizabeth Carr, of Kendal, and has 

nine children, nz. :-Jo:eph~ Jane c~rr, Hcni:·, Eliz~t'<:th, 
Edmund, '\Yilliam Richanhon, _.\nna. Sarah, John, .Alfr~L 

llenry, ,~ho died 4 nio. 21: 1827, in his 22nd year. 

t Ibid, page 193. 
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J'ane, who nurried John 1:tichard--'on, of Utngron, 2 mo. 
13, 1833, and died 1 mo., 1843, le3ring seven children, 'Viz.; 
-Elizabeth, '\'fillun1, John, Arthur, Joseph Proct<:r, Henry, 
and Jane. 

Sarah died unII13.med 7 mo. 29, l 832. 

Hann3h married Js3.3.c Sbrp, of Turlington, a. minister, 
2 mo. 8, 1839, and died 7 mo. 26, 1842, leaving two 

children, viz. :-~fury Rieh3rdson and Eliz:ibetb. 

IIE!--xY, born 12 mo.19, 1778, succeeded to his futher's 

tan-yard. On tlte dea.th of his sister, Elizabeth Proci:er, he 

took three of her orphan children home to live with him, 
under the kind ca.re of his cousin, )I:uy Ricbrd...QOn, who was 

his housekeeper many years. He died unmarried 3 mo. 2-5, 

1834. 
On 6 mo. 16, 1785, my father m3rried Jane :Nickle, of 

Newcastle, as has been already noticed. She died 11 mo. 16, 

1801, !earing two children, viz. :-

Ailos, born 9 mo. 15, 1788, who was a mariner, D.D.d died 

of consumption at Rothbury, in Nort11umberfo.nd, 7 mo. 23, 

1811, unm:irried, aged 23 years. 

JOSEPH, born 1 mo. 3, 1791. He was brought up a gro
cer; but, having a heavy loss by shipwreck, he wound up his 

business and became a mmner, which he followed for many 

yea.rs; but, being tmce shipwrecked, he lost all his property, 
and passed the last few yea.rs of his life more comfortably at 

Newcastle, and died single, much esteemed, 8 mo. 14, 1848. 

The children of Jo!P-i' and )LuGARET STEAD. 

Before introducing to the notice of the reader of these 
n.-iO'cs the extracts from the few Ictte:!"S of m-v dear father r-o • 

which ha.,c come to my hand, it may ~ proper to take ~ 
brief notice of my mothcr'"s kindred, to whom some of these 

letters were addressed. 
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John Ste3d ff'~ born a.t ... -\mpleforth 8 mo. 27, 1710; :md 

on 10 mo. b, 1738, he marrioo )hrgare~ the &ughter of 
George ~per, oi Stockton-on-Tees, where he first settled. 
He a.ftern-arJs resided at '\Ya.shington )!ill and G3tesh~d, 
in the county of Durbm; :t.lso ~t Kenton 3.D.d Elswick, near 
Newcastle. He spent much oi the bt yea.rs of his life in 
Sootland, being dra.wn there in the way of his business. He 
died at the house of John Johnstone, Esq., :i.t Allro, near 

Stirling, 1 mo. 12, 1779. His wife, l\I:u-garet Ste:i.d, died :i.t 
Gateshead, 11 mo. 8, 1766, aged about 60 years, They had 

five children, viz.:-
}I.!B.Gil.ET, born at Stockton, 10 mo. 7, 1739, married 

John Richardson 1 mo. 24, 1760, and died at Low Lights, 

near North Shields, 9 mo. 7, 1781, leaving seven children, 

as alreadv noticed. 
"' 

S\R\B, born at Stockton, 4 mo. 7, 1741, became a grocer 

in North Shields, and married John Walker, of "nitb~, . 
master mariner, in the year 1','; 5, on 2 mo. 13, at~ ewca.stle. 

He settled at Shields. He died 1 mo. 3, 1813, aged 82 ye:i.rs, 
and his wife 6 mo .. 1, 1811. Their children were-

John, born 2 mo .. 6, 1777 or 8.. In 1809 he married Sarah 

Dyson, of London, and settled in his business as a. painter at 
North Shi~. · He died about 1843, lca'\"ing a widow and 

two children. His son '\Villiam died in 12 mo .. , 1843, 3.Ild 

his daughter soon after. 
William, born 10 mo. 1, 1779. He was apprenticed to a. 

boatbuilder., but aftem-ards ~ent to sea as a ship-c.arpenter., 
but was taken by impressment on board a ship of war ,~hen 
he w-as 26 yea.rs of age. He died of yello·w f e\"'er 7 nto. ~8, 
1806. 

)Iary, born 9 mo. 22, 1781, <lied in infancy. 

Henry, born 9 mo. 11, 1783, was a block and mast maker. 

3 mo. 3, 1814, he married Isabella Sanderson. They had 
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three children, hro of whom died in infunc'\9; but his son1 . 
&ndcrson, bad a. liberal education, grew up to nu.nhooJ, and 

W!l.S an intelligent, interesting youth; but was taken off b:· 
consumption, ~fter Yarious attempts to remo\"e the disea..ce. 
He was born 6 mo. 28, 1815, a.nd diHi a.t Suutlumpton 2 mo. 
27, 1845. Henry m3.rried a. second time, to Frances IIolmes: 
they both sun-i""c. 

Hannah, born 4 mo. 10, 1788, resides at Darlington, M\'"
ing gained by shop-keeping a sufficiency for her support. 

Jo~, born at ,Y:ishington )!ill, 2 mo. 8, 1743, married 
Sarah, daughter of Isaac and .... ~lice Hall, of Broughton, in 
Cu.mberhnd, 11 mo. 26, 1777. He first settled :is a. cinl 
engineer at Workington, :md in 1780 removed to Birming

ham, where he died, much respected as an elder in the So
ciety, 10 mo. 3, 1799. His wife died 10 mo. 16, 1795, aged 
50 yea.rs. They had six children, viz.:-

.Alice, born at ,Yorkington 1 mo. 31, 1779, ren1ov-ed to 
Birmingham, in 1780, with her parents. Being left an 
orphan about 1799, she went as :i. teacher into the family of 

William and Esther Stickney, of Rid;;mont, in Holderness, 
where she remained some '\"e:i,rs. She afterwards filled the -
same station ,ery usefully in the family of Edward and 

Rachel Pease, of Darlington. For se\"eral of the latter 
years of her life, she resided at Sunderland, where her sis

ters v;-ere settled. She was belo""ed and esteemed as an 
elder in the Society. She died of a short illness in 5 mo., 

1846. 
llinnah w~ born at Birmingham 10 mo. 5, 1780. After 

the death of her pa.rents, she re~idoo for some :·~rs at 
,nitby, and afterwards ,~as married 3 mo. 19, 1806, to 

Caleb ,Yilson, of Sunderland, who was born there 4 mo. 10, 
1777, and died 10 mo. 6, 18-12. She died 10 mo., 1843. 

They left five children, of whom four yet survi~c, Yiz., 
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JO!hU3, Henry, {;hjrles, and C:tleb Stansfield. Their sister 
Sarah died soon after her l)!lrents. Josh 1.1.3 ma.rried Eliz.3 . 
Sp:irke.s, of London.. The:· ha,e a 50n, Caleb Sta.nsfidd. 

Sar:ih S:ea.d '\'\":l.S bon1 2 mo. 3, 1783, remo"ied to Sunder
land, and, after 3 useful life, died there 11 mo. 7, 1836. 

Lucy, born 4 mo. 23, 1784, al'° re5ided at Sunderhnd 
most of her time. She W3S two or three Tea.rs in the fam.ilT 

• • 
or Alexander Cruickshnk of Edinburgh. She was of 3 

-pious mind, and died 8 mo., 1844.. 

John., born 4 r..10. 23, 1787, '\'\"35 an :i.pprentice toe. g:-ocer 

in Newcastle, but died of consumption at Bishop '\Yearmouth, 

7 mo. 7., 1812. 
\V1LLIA3I STE..U>, son or John and ~Iarg:iret Stead, W:l! 

bom at \Yashington )!ill, 4 mo. 24, 1,47. He a.ho followed 
the business of civil engineer. He married )Iary Hudson, 

or Greysouthern, ne3.r Cockermouth, 5 mo. 28, 1778. He 
first resided in the neighbourhood of Workington, but after

-wards settled at Waverbridge, nc:1.r Wigton, where he had 

the management or a colliery and other works. H-e died 
12 mo. 3, 1810, and his mdow, )Iary, 5 mo. 1, 1841, aged 
90 years. Their children were-

John, born S mo. 24, 1779, died 11 mo. 4, 1814. He 
married, and left four children. His son John surri~es, 
_,_.,..J + .... " ~i.:1..l-c'" 0c 1-:c- .J._ ... f'0'1 .. "'~-- ~ .... --:~-.., +iH": ... -"+i.,.. .. 1-, .. ~ 
......., • .,. ~ttV' \w,_.,.4\.A"- ..... a.. aa.,.;; t...,;:,;..._o..._~._-. .., ..... I ,.._.t..,--\..6,. IIIW'-...._ ..... ~.-.•-•, U\4-

I am uncert..1.in whether they are yet linng. 
EliU1bcth, 10 mo. 31, 1780, died 11 mo. 1808. 

~!argaret, 6 n10. 20, 1782, died 1 mo. 13::!6. 
,villiam, 8 mo. 4, 1785, died 18-09. 
Joseph, 1 mo. 10, 1787, died 2 mo. 1848. 

Ann, 2 mo. 22, 1789, :·ct survives. 
J.A.~'r:, born :lt 1Yashington, 3 mo. 5, 1745, d1':d iti early 

life.. 
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£XTR.-\CTS FR0)1 LETTERS .~~D PAPERS \VRITTE~ BY 
JOHN RICHARDSOX TO HIS BROTHERS., SJST£115, &:c. 

"Shields, 11 n10. 13, l ';69. 
" Dear brothers and s~ters, 

"As I Ml'"e been induced to b.ke a riew of the st!l.te of 

our family, I desire to sympathise with you in that lo,e, 

which, if' gi,cn way to, would dmw us nesrer and ne:u-er 

one unto ncother. It has been our lot to be the descendants 

of religious and worthy pa.rents, who ha"fe given us a sober 

and virtuous educa.tion, and \\"'e M\"'e been favoured with 

persons, l1mlth, and rationa.l abilities, equal ·with other 
people, and superior to Ill!lDY; and are now all set forwards 

in the world in a likelv waY to do lfelL '\Yhat I \"CI"Y much - . . 
desire £or us a1l is, that we m:i.y be demeaning oursel\"es so 

~ to be worthy of so grea.t fa,ou.rs (as are) conferred on us; 

and that our deportment for the time to come, may be such 

~ may draw down Di\·ine blessings, more and more upon us. 
"I would not have any of us to give way to too anxious 

a. desire after this world; nor so much as think to fashion 

ourseh·es, (even} a little, like unto it, after (the example of) 
others, in order that we may get a greater grasp of it, and 

still think to retain our religion. It is a gilded bait that 
has poison in it, and, if s""allowed down, will work <leath, 
unless the great Physician of ,alue ta.ke pity upon us, and 

purge it out by 11is judgments ; and if we escape with our 

li\·es, it will injure oar health, weaken our constitution, and 

mar our beaut"·· . 
'~ I therefore ~erv much dc-,irc we mav all of us look 

• • 
home unto that hand, which,. I l,dicvc, has at sun,1ry time~, 

and in divers manners, e:xtendc-.l IIis gracious -.i::ita.tions to 

all of u~. Let us consider oursch·cs (as) continuall:· in IIis 

presence, and humble ourselves before Hi1n-mc.,Jiute in 

Jiis law, and give ear to His counsel. Let us maintain 
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every practice of our Christian testimony, as we are con\"inced 
of the justness of it. Let us ne\"er bring any consideration 
whatever into competition, or as into the balance with our 

known duty: for to be faithfully discharging our duty is 
our greatest gain. 

" If we may all of us be so happy as to presevere steadily 
along in this.ancient, and yet new and ever li,ing way, we 

need not mind much what people may say of us. '\Ve shall 

be clothed with innocency, which is a covering that is proof 
against all malice and envy ; and we shall be an honour to 
our Christian profession : a. joy and honour to our worthy 

aged parents ; a help and a. blessing one unto another, and 
to our dear offspring. And wllat is most of all to be desired, 

1 doubt not but that we shall gain an admittance into the 

mansions of ·everlasting rest and felicity, when time to us 
here shall be no more. 

'' I conclude, in dear love to you all ; 

" From your loving and anectionate brother, 
"JOH.~ RICHARDSON. 

"P.S.-I would have· all ·my brothers and see· sisters to 

see this." 

N.B.-From some expressions in the foregoing document, 

I am led to believe that my dear father was apprehensive 
that there was some danger of some individuals of the 

family being a little inclined to pride and vanity, in refer

ence to their personal appearance. Some of them were a 
little above the usual average height of stature. He was 

six feet two inches without his shoes ; and in their prime, I 

remember that some of them were comelv and somewhat ., 

portly persons. 
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To hi3 parents. 

" Shields, 2 mo. 26, 1773, 

" Dear ~ts, 
" In that lo"°'e which alone is s.ble to support under all 

(our) C.."Cercises, my mfe joining me in desire to salute you; 
I doubt not but that you, ~ well as oursel'"'es, b.,e been 
deeply affected under a. sen..~ of the breach death h~ made 
in our family; although I belie\"'e it has been in great 

mercy, as I hope that they that are gone, are remol"ed fron1 
a troublesome probationary world, to the mansions of ctem31 

rest and peace. 
,: "nat Eeems to come nearest me, is the great loss dear 

sister (Elizabeth's) tender children will ha.-e of their care£ ul 

affectionate mother; but I hope kind Prondence will, in 

some measure, mediate ( or moderate) that, by more strongly 

drawing a watchful eye of regard from you, and their father, 
(Ingram Chapman) mtli that of others their near relations, 

whom it may please Him ( the Lord) to spare a little longer ! 
'' I often think it is the will of the Almighty (tha.t) we 

should improve every dispensation of His pro'riclence, 
whether prosperity or adversity, to His honour, our ( own) 
lasting advantage, and the good one of :mother. 

"'\Ve are all pretty well, except John, who has got cold. 
We should be glad to hear oftener from you, although you 

ma.y have something to communicate at times that may not 

be pleasant; it wonld be much more agreeable to be told it 
by near relations, than by other people. 

~, ~Iy wife joins me in dear lo~e to yon, brothers, sistc~ 

and cousins; not forgetting our son Isaac. 

" From your loving son, 

" J OHS RICHARDSOZf ." 
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To Henry :md A.nn Taylor, Sorth Shields. 
" LO\\" Lights, 10 mo. 26, 1773. 

" De3r Friends, 
"In 3. 1€-tter upon :r. hte oo::i..sion, directed to George 

W:,.kcficld, which '\Y .. B. hanJeJ to me, I obserl"ed a few 

1rorJ.s which took hold of 111, n1iml, and continued with me, -
the purport of which, as I remember, ~as as follows; 'Th:lt 

it was more through w~knc-ss tl1:1n want of conl"iction, that 
you were not brought nearer to Friends.' 

" Now, my friends, a condition sometl1ing like this is what 
many other well-minded people ha\"'e known, and if the 

mind is but truly resigned to the Di\·ine will, I belie,e such 

will recei,e the strengthening aid of Di,ine regard to help 

them. But oh ! my frien~, this appears to me a dangerous 

state for ruiy of us to settle in. :X o growth or renewing of 

strength to be witnessed here. If this is the case, the poor 

soul must langui~h, and that little ~park of li,ing faith which 

was once kindled will die, and little hills will become moun
tains, and the sigl1t ( or ,iew) of tl1c good ]and will be lost, 

and we shall be left in a. poor bewildered state ruid condition, 

unless it please the Lord in his mercy to renew his visitation 

to us afresh. 
~, But I desire and hope that this may not be the case with 

you or me. No. Let us en<lea,our with the little strength 

afforded us-for there is no true CtlD\""iction but what has 

some strength a.rises with it-(to enable us) to be coming up 

in the discharge of our known duty, then (if this ability for 

progress be mo\""e<l in) we shall witness a ;;row-th :1nd renew
ing of strength; for e\""ery act of obedience afror<ls fresh 

strength. 
")Iy dear f ricnds: it is in much lo\""e t11:it I ofi"cr these 

few broken hint~ to your con:::i<lcratiun, and I l1opc you ·will 
recei\""e tl1cn1 as such; :ind if they n1ay be of an:· scITicc or 
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eneow:tgement in your he!lvenly journey, it mJl be mneh 
satisfuetion to me. _-\nd I desire to bke:,. full sl1:lre to m-v-. 
self, lt'ell knowing my own w~knesses :t.nd fr:iilties :lre nuny 

3nJ very great ; !llld I doubt not but th~t you e3:.i r~d me 

in the lines of your own ~pcrience, when I ~a._:.· it is onl~- by 
our obedience that a. growth :ind renewing of stren;th is 

known. So, in that love ". hich enlarged my mind tow~ 
yon, I conclude, 

"Your well-lt'ishing friend, 

" J OHS RICH.A.RD50S ." 

N.B.-The original from which this letter was transcribed 

being a. little n1utilated, it has been needful to supply a few 

words to perfect the sense. It is in the possession of my 
neice, S:1.rah Pri~tm:m Richardson, of Sunderland.-G. R. 

To my Aunt, Isabel Richardson-afterwards Hudson. 

"Shields, 12 mo. 29, 1773. 

" Dear sister Isabel, 

"Thine of the 26th I received, and am a little surprised 

:i.t its contents. I should l1a'\"'e explained the reason we had 

for our child's name, but expected our father would ha'"e 
done it. Our reason for gi'\""ing him this name {G~~~) W:!.! 

neither to oblige nor disoblige any relation we have li,ing. 
It was this. )ly wife had a. grnndfathcr, calic<l. by that 

name, ~rge P..apcr, who, she helie\°CS, ,,:is an honc~t, worthy 

man, and who l1arl a great rc~~rd for her. Our chi1J i;; the 

fi~t that has ~n named after him. )I'\"' wife savs Lcr mo-- -
ther would ha"¥c ha'1 one of hers called after him, but it was 
not; so that, in naming this child, ,,e ha'""e not only re-rived 

the n1cmoIT of a worth'"" grandfather, Lut believe ,~e have - ..... 
done the will of our dear dee~~ mother. 



" I hope the abo~e will he sufficient to satisry :,.11 our re
lations, as to the propriety and r~$0~bleness of our child'! 
ll3llle. 

"\Ve are all pr~tiy well )Iy ,~ire, I hope, continues to 

mend, though she does not gather strength '"'el"J fu.st. She 
and the chilJren join me in dear ]o\"e to fu.ther, mother, a.nd 
'VOU alL • 

" From thy lo,ing brother, 
"Jog_'° ltrCH:\RD50S.,, 

On the death of my sister Isabel, who departed this life when 
n.bout six ~ears of a~e.. 

• <..,; 

" Shields, 5 mo. 6, 1-;7 4. 
"Dear Parents, 

" \Ve recei,ed your kind, sympathising letter;• 3.Ild now it 
is in my mind to give you some account concerning our d~r 

deceased child. .Although lier race was short, I belie\"e she 
answered the end of her h~\·in"" a beina- here. I think I e .:::, 

may !3.fely say she lived in innocency, died in lo\"e, and her 
memorial is s~eet in the minds of those who be~ kne\\" lier. 
Before she took her illness, she seemed to be as thri\"'ing a! 

ever I knew her. She was ill ten or rn-el\"'e ~eeks. .At the 

beginning, her disorder appeared like a cold, and a s~iffness 
in her neck for some days, so that she could not holJ her 
bead straight; but afterwards, a. slow fe\"'er ca.me on, ~o th·1.t 
we thought her held much 3.S )Iargaret was, when she }13'1 

her sore illne~9. She bore her :iffiiction with much paticn~, 

seldom comph11ning-, if none d~~turlx?d lier. She was much 
against taking medicine, nor h:!.d I froolom to pre~s 1ni;ch 

upon her, as it ~as much in my mind that 1t was thP. will Of 

Providence to take her from u~, which I La,e looked u:pon 

• St-,e pa.ge 33. 
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as a great U\"'Oar, :is it tended to preinre us to look ior lier 

du.nge, when it C3me, so that it was no surprise. 1V'e en

dea,·oured to nuke h~r ~ easy 3s we coul~ in gi'"'ing her 

wh:tkl"er she desired, ·which~ toward her htter end, W:.LS ~ery 
little: for :i.bout t~o weeks before sl1c died, she took little but 

new mil~ ll"arm from the con-. .A. few <h'"'s before she <lied, . 
her f e,er seemed rather to abate; but lier inside seemed to 

be much spent, :ind she lia.d :l. tickling cough, and phlegm 
seemed to gather in her breast, which she Jud not strength 

to bring up, so that it w:is mtl1 difficulty she brrothed. The 

day before she died, sl1e took but little. In the evening, 3 

Friend cmne to see her, and gal"e her an or_nge, which she 
pleasantly took, and ga,e it to her mother, who cut it into 
pieces and ga,e it into her hand, :ind she :ite most of it, 
which was almost the last thing she took. She wa, mostly 
very sensible to the last, but her ,oice 'W'as now grown very 

weak, so that she spoke but little. A little after this, she 
grew worse, and began to breathe hardly, and seemed to 

be in great :J.ffiiction. Her aunt, her mother, and I n-ere all 

3et by her, and she looked upon us, :ind, seeing us much af

fected, she reached out her right hand, and drew us to her, 

to kiss her, one after another, se~er-J.l times over: after that 

she seemed to be easier, and lai<l. a\l"hile; and then she put 

her left hand under her head, and laid her right hand O\"'e?' 

her breast, and fell into a slumber, and laid awhile, and then 

she began to fetch (her breath), and so p:issed away, about 

one o'clock on the 15th of 4th month, and was buried ~n 

First-day, the 17th. .A. solemn meeting was held on the 

OCca.5ion, at which was our Friend James King, Eiiza~th 

Holme~, and .Ann King; and that powe:-, which h~ borne 

\IP our heads tbrourrh rnan~ exerci::cs, ,,as mcrcifulh· felt ai 0 ~ • 

that season, ~ring up our drooping spirits abo,-c the wa\"'C3 
of sorrow. ::Bles5c,,d and pr~isc<l be lli:; holy name for ever, 
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"Piho ne,;e~ fa.ils to s~uctify e\"ery dispens3tion of his Prc\"i

dence, if we are but so h:r.ppy as to recei ,e them in his own 
W3."V • ., . 

The copy in my possession is without the signature.-G.R. 

To my uncle, John S~d, then :,.t '""'ork.ington. 

"Shiel<l.s, 10 mo .. 20, 1776. 
4

' Dear brother John, 

"Thine of tl1e 15th inst. I ha\·e recei\"ed, :tndobserred the 

contents. .A.s to tl1y ne"· :,.dventure, I kno,v scarcely :lny 

thing of the na.-rure of it, so I o.m incapable of re3.50nir.g about 

it: as to J. K.'s knowledge in tliat branch, expect it must be 
perfect. .. .\s to his running into ~o many branches of busi

ness, I remember in a select meeting not long ago, upon an

swering the query which saith, 'Do none Ol9ercharge them
selves with business to the hindrance of' their service~, -he 

seemed with some zeal to <lc~ire Friend:5 migl1t take it ho1ne, 

and pay due regard to it, acknowledgin6 that he had need 

to do the same. That he ma~ alv.-a5s take due heed to it ~ . -
what I desire. 

" As to my part, I n1ust O'ITTl it would hal9e been more 

satisfactory to my mind if thou ha.d got clear of thy present 
troublesome affai~, anJ engaged in ~ome business which thou 

might have compassed by thyself ( or at least with the assist

ance of a suitable wife), som~where in tl1e ueighbourhoocl 

where thou now art.. 

"I think I ha\·c heard thee say thou thought there might 

be sorncthin~ dcne in tl~c flour wav: ~nd as thou undcr-c • 

stands milh, I hasc thought that it might be a likdy Lro.nch 

for tl1cc; but would l1a ve thee quite c~y in thy own mind 

as to wh~t thou e:1~;es in. 
".1 belicYe it ma.y be right to r~:ison on and weigh things; 

but I ha ,c ever found there is ~om<;thing to be regarded 
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abo-re relSOn, e'\"'en in the common concerns of lif~,- if we 

e~pect to b Ye !~ti.sfo.ction in our undcrukings. But I 
Tould not h3.\"'e thee think I m~n to bea.r h=i.rd upon thee; 

nor would I lu \"'e thee be too 1n uch discour:t~eJ, bcc:iuse of 

thy present circumsunces. A sl:,.mh fea.r is <hngerous: by 

giring w:,.y too much to it, we may l~e our right s.ense. 

"As to th)· money, thou may bal'"e it ll"lienc\"'er thou 

wuts it, and I belie'"'e sister (S=i.rah!'s) likewise; :ind if thou 

should be straitened, I belie\"'e I ma:y be able to as~ist thee 
with fifty or one hundred pounds if required. 

"James .Anderson ( of Kebo) was here last -week ; I 

believe he is :i.t S'ewcastle no,"", and intends to go home

wards to-morrow or next day. 1Ye :ire all pretty -well, 

except \Yilli:i.m and George, who stil1 ha.'"'e the kincougla, 

but we think them something better. Si~ter S3.rah's friend, 

John ,valker, is here now. She has been poorly since thou 

wast here, but is better. 

" Shall be glad to hear from thee at all opportunities-. 

~Iy wife, sister, and my children join me in dear lo't'e to 
thee, and brother (\Yillfo.m), ,\"hen thou sees him. 

" From thy lo¥ing brother, 

"Jom;- RicHARDSOX.'~ 

"P.S.-Pleasc give my kind lov-e to Jonathan Sargeant 

a.nd wife, and my wife's likew~e." 

To my grandfather John Stead. 

"Shields, 1 mo. 4, 1779. 
" Dear father, 

"Thine of the 16th of last month was -..ery acccpt.:ib!e1 

ag we wanted to know how thou was, ancl where thou w~. 

"If thou docs not get octt(;r, lt"C f ~r it will not suit thee 

to go about the country. If ::o, we think thou h~d bctt~r 
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settle thy 3ffuirs, :ind either go :md li\"e with brother John, 
or here, :is thou ulked when thou left us b.st. 

".A..s to the moneY, thou need not trouble thT~lf' aboui . -
tlut at pre:5ent. I ha. ~e four hundred pounds of brother 

Ingram ClupDUn's upon interest; and as he has htely 
bought a, ship" I ~pect he will want part oi it 3gainst 
,ummer, likely more than I can eonYenicntly spare out of 
trade ; so that, if thou shoulJ haYe any to spare about the 

1st of 6 mo., it may do me ser,ice ; but if thou should haYc 
an opportunity of placing it out safely, :ind at good interest, 

I would not ha,·e thee di5appoint th:yself; for I doubt not 

but that I can get what m.11 answer my turn. 

"'\Ye are all middling well. )Iy wife got her bed of :1. 

son about two months since.. She reco,ers finely ; the 
child's name is Henry. Friends at Shields are generally 
pretty well, and so were relations at Whitby, the last 
:i.ccount we had. )Iy father was here to see us last summer; 

!O was I to see them last back end. 

"There has been a. sore breach in the ReaY's fa.milv. - . 
John Reay and Daniel Coats are both bIDkrupts; and . ..-\.nn 
King has failed and been disowned hy Friends. All their 

dindends are said to be Yery poor ; and they are in a great 
deal of debt. I suppose such a failure was ba.r<l.ly e,cr 

known amonzst Friends in the north . .... 
" \\-e think it is a pity thou <locs not write oitener. )!y 

'\nfe and children join n1e in d~r lo,e to thee. From thy 
loring son, 

" J OHX RICillRDSO:S." 
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From my grandfa.ther, John Ste3d, to my sister, )hrg:i.ret 

Ricktrd.son, who afterw:ir.h became the ~iie of Joseph 

U ntha.nk.. It is dated from n~r Kelso, 1778, when she 
was a young girL 

" )!y dca.r grandJau6hter, 

"I received thy letter-it was long before I got it, O\l"ing 
to my not going to Kelso; but I w35 well pleased with it, 
not onl~ bec:inse it wa.s the first that I lud received from a • 
granddaughter, but the contents ot'" it-tlut of tiling my 
ad rice, and that of thy mc.ther, which resolution I hope 

thou v.ilt never have c:l.U5e to repent of, for thou may be 
sure that fathers and mothers alwavs ~ve their children the . ... 
best advice thev a.re ca.uable of, and be :tSsured thev ha.l"e 

• • • 
had the most experience. 

"We may suppose fe\v that are parents but who have 
more light in some things (than their children), so that they 

arc the likeliest to ad\·ise them, for parents feel for their 
children a.s for themselves. If a child <lid hut consider what 

an aflliction it is to a father or a motlu-~r to ha.\"'e them to say 
or do amiss, it certainly would prc,·ent tl1em doing many 

wrong things.. But I hope tl1e best for you, as yon ha\"'e so 
good a pa.ttem both of father and mother; and n.s thou hast 

been some time at '\Yhitby, I do not doubt but th:· grand

father and grandmother there would show thee a sample of 

humility, as well as give thee good ad\"'ice .. 

" So I hope thou wilt not take pattern at the gay, and 
those tl1at do not dress pb.in, which our reli;ion leJ.ds to. 
But if ,~c 1Jc6in with little thin;s to go wrong-, these little 

tl1ings may be compared to little foxes that are in dan;cr of 

growing to grc:it one~, and may <lo a. great deal of n1i::cliicf 
to ourscl\"'es, as well as hurt to the Socict~- (of which ,..-c arc 
memkr~). I be6 we may all kc-cp low a:1d humble in our 
minds, and that will keep many thin3s right as well as our 
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dress.. Although religion does not consist in me!lt, drin~ or 

dress, it certainly l~ds to moder:r.tion in :111 these thin~. 
From thy l~\'ing grandf:,.ther, 

" JoHs STE.AD." 

To my uncle, John Ste.ad, gi,ing :ui :i.ccount of my dro.r 
mother's illness and de~th. 

" Shields, 9 mo. 11, 1781. 
"Dear brother, John Stead, 

"It is long since I hea.rJ from thee, or thee from me. 
The subject of my writing at this time_ will be '"'ery affecting 
to thee as ll'ell as me. ~Iy dea.r wife was ta.ken unwell a.boui 
£our weeks ago. She ,'fent about the house three or four 
days, and then was obliged to go to bed. She complained of 
pain in her head, stomach, and back, and had part fever. 

",ve had Dr. Hall, of Xewca.stle, and Dr. ,,·atson, of 

Shields, employed; but all they did afforded her little or no 
relief; but she grew W"eaker and weaker, until la.st fifth-<b.y 
night, when she resigned her breath about one o·ciock on 

sixth-day morning. She w:is buried on first ... da.y. ~!any 
friends and neighbours attended the funeral. She was mostly 
sensible, but talked '\"'ery little. .A. day or two before she 
died, she had almost quite lost her hearing. 
· "liy loss is '\"ery great, as I know she "·as one of the best 

or wives, as well as one of the best of moti1ers. I Jes ire to 
hear froru thee soon. )!y poor children juin me in dear !ove 
to thee, thy wife, and children. 

"From thy lo.-ing brother, 
"Jon:-; R1cn.\."F-Dso~." 

P.S .. ... !\. mcmor:lndum in my dear f~thct's ha.n<!writinz on 

:inother paper says:-" )Iy <lcar wifo d(:part~l th;~ Iifo 
about one o'clock in the morninz of the 7th of ~:h month, ...., 

17817 and wa9 buried the nth.-J on:-; R1c1t.\r..t.1~0~." 
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To Joseph and ~et Unth:ink, then residing at \Yhitby. 

~, Shields, 5 mo. 4, 1792." 

After a little fu.mily intelligence, he proceeds-
" ,\.hen I was with yon, I thought you seemeJ to be 

under some discour:igement respecting the sute of your 

meeting; and indeed it felt to me as if truth w:i.s at a very 
low ebb, which I believe is the case. Now m; advice to -
you is to ende3 'r'OUr to be:ir your suffering with meeknes! 

and patience, spre3.ding your cause before Him ""ho sees us 
all as we are; :i.nd be sure not to move in your own strength. 

" I have remembered how it was with tl1e good King 
Hezekiah, when the King of Assyria ~nt Rabshakeh to re

proach the li'"ing God; but this good king did not return 

railing for railing, but his commandment was, ' Answer 

him not.' But he was deeply concerned to spread his ca.use 

before the Almighty, a.ckno~ledging their great weakness, 
having no strength of their own to mth~tand this grea.i 

-.au.nting enemy. Ohserre how acceptable this humble pe
tition was to the Alrr1ighty; what ~ comfortable answer he 

was pleased to give him ; and how did he confound and 

bring to confusion this great vaunting enemy, without the 

help of man. So that I have thought that it will be be.i: 
for you and for us all to trust in Him at all times, who 

bows how to get honour to himself and to preserve us in 

our own proper place. 
" I thought this little hint might be acceptable to you, as 

it seemed to spring encoura.gingly in my mind. 
" Friends and relations at Shields are much :is usual. 

Your mother, 1Yil1i,-m, and I~aac G~llilec, join me in kind 

love to you and ~.11 relations, as if named. From your lov
jng father, 

'' Jo!Ci Rxcf!A&Dsos." 
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To m v uncle, " .. illi!lm Richard.son. .. 
" Shields, 5th mo. 27ih, 1799. 

" Dear brother ,'\""ill~ 
" It is now long since we saw one another. I :i.m sensible 

thou must bTe had a deal of trouble since th!it time, :md 
people in thy sit~tion never pass without reflections. But 
I never did believe t~t thou intende-1 to act dishonest! y; 
but I have observed that so fur as any of us have de-wiated 
from the good exa.mple leit us by our -u-orthy pa.rents, it has 
been 3 hurt to us. I have heard that thou has bezun -
leather cutting in Sheffield; I ~ish it Ill!l.Y do ('-ell) for thee. 
I thlxik it may suit thee better than farming at thy time of 
life. 

"I hope thy son 'William b::i.s been, and will be, kind to 
thee. I have reason to be thankful that things are with 
me as they are; but my large family ha-ve a call for all 
that I ca.n do £or them. ~Iy daughter Elizabeth is lately 
married to Joseph ·Procter, draper, in Shields; and ,, illiam 

wants to begin business ; :i.nd I find myself attended with 

weakness and infirmity, that I "~ a. stranger to in my 
younger yea.rs, so tl1at I cannot do as I used to do. 

- "Howe'"er, as a mark of my regard for thee, I ru:tke thee 
a present of the inclosed bill, ,alue twenty pounds. I shall 
be very glad to hem- from thee of thy welfare in every 

respect, and desire that thou wilt acknowledge the receipt 0£ 
this by return of post. )Iy "-ife and sons join me in kind 

love to thee and thy wife. Tfhy lo-ring brother, 
" Jo~ R1ca~wso~." 



Another on the state of the l~ther tr:id~ 

"Shields, 9 mo. 17, 1799. 
" Dear brother, 

"Thine of the 9:h inst. I rceei~cd, :md :un z:hd to find -
thou likes tl1e phce, and tbt thou and thy £:unily keep 
-,,our health." • 

After some remarks on o:c and cow horns, nnd sha.nk 

bones, which, it 3ppea.rs, my uncle had enquired after, he 
adds:-

" \Ye sell our dintle hides :it 24d. ; backs 3t 25d. ; :md 

skins at 30d .. per pound, :i.nd cannot serve our customers so 
fast as they want them. I never knew leather so sc:irce 3S 

at present. '\Ye are pretty well at present; my wife joining 
me in kind love to thee and thine. 

"From thy lonng brother, 

"Jo1cr RxcHARDSO!i." 

Brother Isaa.c Richarcson, to my uncle ,Yilliam Ricb:irdson, 

of Sheffield. 
" Newcastle, 4 mo. 5, 1800. 

" Dear uncle " , . 
After writing on the business affairs between thcmselve!, 

he thus proceeds :-

" Brother George -woul<l inform thee of the decease of our 
dear father this day week, after being reduced to a state of 
great weakness by a lingering illness. His remains ~ere 

interred on Fourth dJ.y forenoon, and attended to the grave 

by a. L1.r~c num ~r of Friends and others. G nclc and 
cousin HenIT, from Stockton, and sotnc of our cousin Pe:tscs, -
from Darling-ton, with cousin Thomas G~Hilcc, from \Yhitby, 
were there. 

" ,re of his fo.mih· shall feel ~t times the Joss of his -adYicc, and fatherly ca.re O\""Cr us; but the change is doubt-
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doubtless a blessing to him. He looked to it mth cheerful

nes.,, and ~est desire ; bving 3. confident hope of recei ~ing 

the reward of' '\Yell done,' &e. 
" Ile b:s.s a.ppointed his three eldest sons his uecutors ; 

and directed the business to be gi\"'en up for the present, 
:ind that, when the stock is disposed of, th:lt brother Henry 

shall uke the yard. ,Yith lo\"'e to ihee ~d family, 

"I am, thy affectionate nephew, 

" ls.uc RlcHARDSO:s-." 

It may here be remarked that, by reason of the high 
price 0£ leather, at the time when my father's stock in 
trade was sold ofi (being, in some articles, about three times 

the price which it is now in 1849), the produce was greater 

than himself had anticipated, which pro~ed a seasonable 

aid to his children ; se\"'eral or whom were about com

mencing business on their own account. 

Thus indeed did the biessing of Proridence :ittend his 

honest industry and conscientious integrity in his dealings. 

A remarkable proof of his integrity has been communicated 

to me since commencing with these memorandums. Ha.ring, 

at a certain time, during the latter period of his life, some 
hay to sel1, an officer in the army ca.me to buy it. On my 

father naming the price, the officer urged him to charge 
ten shillings per ton more, saying it was very common in 

sales to the go\"ernment. )ly fo.thcr steadily refused the 

proposal. 
That John Richardson wou 1d spurn such a. proposal, was 

to be expected of him; but it is a deplorable fact that such 

base practices a.re or "ere resorted to by se-.eral c::iptains of 

ships, ,,hereby their owners were defrauded. I ha,c ha<l it 
from undoubted authority, that in purchasing ship stores, 

I 
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or in p!l. ying ior repairs, it i\":1.9 too common to ~k r or and 

be furnished with two bills, the charges being lower in the 

one th:m the other ; the lower being paid to the t~desnun, 

the higher cbrged to the ov."Iler in the ship~s :iecount~, and 

the difference pocketed by the captain. How low is the 

tone of n1oral feeling, where such 3. practice CJ.D. be eoun

ten!lllced by either }Xlrty ! Some ship-o"-ners incr~e the 
temptation to resort to such m~ practice5, by offering 

·wages to the c:ipt.ain not commensurate with the responsibilitr 

and duties of the station. 

From John Richardson, to Thomas Fenwick, justice of 

peace, residing at Earsdon, near North Shields, in refer

ence to a distraint for church rates, so called. 

" Low Lights, 11 mo. 3, 1796. 

"J usticc Fenwick, respected Friend, 

"I hope it is with due submission that I take the liberty 

to lay a few remarks before thee. I have 31.wayi believed 

thee to be an upright magistrate; one who wishes to 
administer justice impartially; and, a.s thou has been one 

of the justices who has granted two warrants to cistram 
upon me, for what John 'Gsher calls his rights, I think it 
right thou should know what has been done under such 

h ... aut on .. v. 
"' 

The first warrant specified for dues and charges, 15s. 5d. ; 
and the constable took leather worth abo~e £2 bv their own 

"' 
account. The\"' sold it for £1 19s. 8d.; and, on account of -
that, they tendered me 4s. 9J., which I did not receive, as I 

have tl1e same scruple against settling such accounts, as 
against paying the first demand. 

"The last warrant I ha,c not seen, they making the 

seizure in my absence; but a. copy of it was left with me 

before, which specifies as due to John C"sher, 18s. &l., and 
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7:L chrg~s ; ror which tny sen-ant tells me, tht Ed~ard 
Young, and Robert '\\"~die, took forty-fh·e pound_$ of sole 

leather, "·orth 17(i per pound., or £3, 3s. 9d. )Iy troubling 
tl1ee in this nunner, is not because I am either "»e:u-J or 

aslwned of suffering. I know, by comforuble experience! 
that the cause for which I suffer is a. good oue. l\Iy de3l' 

Lord mid Sa\"iour, Jesus Christ, has left a perfect eumple 

or suffering in his O\\"D. person ; and I hope, through Dirine 

assistance, to be:i.r, with P3tience n.nd fortitude, such portion 

of suffering, as He, in His infinite wisdom, may permit. 
"I h:i.,e understood that the law bv which we suffer, w:i.s .. 

made in favour of our Society, to pre\"ent .exatious law 
proceedings ; and, I belie,e, it has pretty genera.lly answered 
the end for which it was intended; the officers, in most cases, 

are willing to gil"e their peaceable neighbours as little 
trouble as they well can; tak.in5 as near the T3.lue specified 
in the warrant as they can. No farther off than Sunderb.nd, 

our Friends are generally distra.ined upon a.nn1mlly, for 

church cess (so ca.lled), :mg. I kl.ve obsen-ed they take -rery 
near what is directed in tl1e warrant. In some inst:m~, 

where they ha~e known the value of the goods, they h3.\"C 

ta.ken exactly the sum. Now it is a standing rule in our 

Society, that we keep a. record of the prosecutions and suffer

ings of our re~ive mem hers ; so that our pnsterity, in 
time to come, may see what their forefathers suffered for ; 

80 that I am sorry that these cases of mine should appear 
in tha.t register so singular; especially as I belie"t"c the 

justices who granted the warrant5, do not wish to counte-
. 

na.ncc oppression. 

" I am afraid of trespassing on thy patience, but hop<' 

that thou wilt at least put this fa~oura.ble construction OI! 

my intention in the~ matters, that it is from a pcrsuasior. 

<;f duty, and not from obstina.cy, tl1at I submit to lu'\"'c n1y 
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goods wrested from me, as 3bol'e obse?'\"~ H.3ving bid 
this ma.tier before thee, I conclude with sincere desires for 

thy present and everb.sting ki.ppiness. Thy true friend, 

"JOB.."l RlCHAB.DSON.n 

ON ~lnrn lI•BBIAGl:S.-B-r Jo~ RicHAiBD~:S-

A fe,v portions oi Scripture, with brief observ:uions upon 
them, offered to the serious consideration of such of the 
people called Quakers, :lS plead for the lawfulness of 

mixed marriages, and 53y, "There is no sin in them: they 
are only a breach of order." 

"'Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife ; and thev shall be one . 
flesh.' Gen. iii. 24. Now, if man and woman, joined in 
marriage, are one flesh, who will not acknowledge that, to 

make them h:ippy, they ought to be of one spirit 1 
"' The sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they 

were fair, and they took them wives of all which the:r 
chose.' Gen. vi. 2. 

" Note. Sons of God, and sons of men, appear to be tbe 

distinguishing names given to the true and false Church ; 

and this appears to be the first step of their degeneracy 
,,.1.. ... -:1 '""""""' +ho"' "'-~o~-4 w..t'""- .... -...-. 

" ' Abraham said unto the eldest servant of his house, 
that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy h:md 
under my thigh, and I will mo.kc thee swea.r by the Lord, 

the God of hea.-en, and the God of the earth, that thou 

shalt not take a wife unto my son of the da.ughtcrs of the 
Canaanites, :imoogst whom I dwell ; but thou shalt go un:.O 

my country, and to my kindred, a.nd t.'l.ke a wife unto my 
son Isaac.' Gen. xxiv. 2. 4. Now, observe the c:ire of the 

'Father of the faithful,' and.~ The friend of God,' for the 



89 

welfare of his son, in the import:int :iffiiir of marriage ; and 

how his pious concern ,~as crowned with success. 

" ' And Esa.u w~ fortv "°ears old when he took to wife • • 
Judith, thi! ~ughter or Beer.., the Hittite; and Bashemath, 
the daughter or Elon, the Ilittitc ; which were a grief of 
mind to ls33.C and to Rebekah.' Gen. :a:vi. 34. 

"' And L~ called Jacob :md blessed him, and charged 

him, 3.Ild said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the 

daughters or C:iD3-3D e .Arise, go to P3danaram, to the house 
of Bethuel, thy mother's futher, a.nd b.ke thee a wife from 

thence of the daughters of L3.ban, thy mother's brother; :md 
God Almighty bless thee, and In3ke thee fruitful,' &c. ~n. 
xxviii. 1. Observe that the same concern rested upon these 

godly parents that was upon Abrab3m; and likewL~ the 
Divine blessing that fallowed the obedient son. 

"' Neither shalt thou make marriage with them; thy 
daughter thou shalt not give unto his son ; nor his daugh
ter shalt thou take unto thy son; for they will turn away 

thy son from following me.' Deut. vii. 3. Now, is it no sin 

to break the commandments of God ~ 
" ' But King Solomon loved many strange women, together 

with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the danghters of 

the lloa.bites, Ammonites, Edomites,' &c. 1 Kings xi. 1. 
No'\v, it ig plain that it was not kindred in the flesh that wa.-, 

the thing (enjoined or aimed at), because the foregoing 

natioru, were of the relations of ... i\braham; no, it wa.s purely 
matters in or of religion. 'For it ca.me to pass, when Solo

mon was old, that hi~ wives turned away his heart after 

other gods; :md his heart was not perfect with the Lord his 

God, as was the heart of Da.vid, his father.' So it appears 

that his strange wives were the cau!:e of his declension. 

"After the captivity, Ezra bitterly lamented, saying, 'For 
they ha.\'"e taken of their <laughters for thcmsel\"es, an<l fur 
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their sons, so that the holy seed ha:re mingled themelv~ 
with the people or this l~d; yea, the hand of the princes 

and of the rulers hath been chief in this tressp:i.s~. .And 

when I h~rd this thing, I rent n1y garment and my nuntle, 
and plucked off the hair of my head :uid of my ~rd, :i.nd sat 

do,m astonicd.' Ezra i:t. 7. R~d this and the cbpters 
following, and obser\"e fhe trouble and anguish of spirit it 
brought upon this good m3n, that was so deeply concerned 

for the welfare of his people. 
" c In those days also sa.w I Jews that had m:irried wives 

of Ashdod, of Ammon, :1.nd of )loab, 3,nd their children 

spake lulf the speech of .Ashdod, and could not ~pea.k in the 

Jews' language, but according to the language of each peo-, 
ple; and I contended with tl1em, and cursed them, and 

smote certain of them, and plucked off their ha.ir, and made 

them swear by God, saying, Ye slull not give your daughters 

lAnto their sons, nor t:ike their daughters unto your sons, or 

for yourseh·es. Did not Solomon, King of Israel, sin by 
these things 1 yet, among many nations, w-,~ there no king 
like him, who was belo-ed of his God, and God made him 

king over all Israel. Nevertheless, even him did outlandish 

women cause to sin. Sha.II we then hearken unto ~ou to do 
• 

all this great e~il ; to transgress against our God in marry

ing strn.nge wi\'"es T' :Sehemi::.h xiii. 231 &~. 
It is worth while obsernng in the above, how the folly of 

the parents was manifested by the poor children being, 

through their negligence in ob5emng the 1::i.w of God, so led 
astra:v. -" ' The wife is bound by the la.w as long as her husband 
liveth; but, if her husband be dead, she is at lihcrty to be 

married to ·whom she will, onl!J in the Lord.' 1 Cor. vii. 39. 

Sec here is fr~ li~rty to choose, pronded it is ""ithin. the pale 
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or true religion; but the 5:une tie (or injunction) still rem3in, 
in force: it mu.st be 'in the Lord.' 

''' ~line :,.n.swer to them tbt do c:mmine me is this: lul"e 
we not power to eat and to drink; rui~e "\'\'"C not power to le:i.d 

:..bout a. sister, :i. \Tile, :is well :is other :ipostles, and as the 
brethren of the b>rd and Cephas~, 1 Cor. ~. 3. Observe, 

she must be a sister before she be bken to wife. 
" Now, mark well th:,.t this Di vine la.w -wa.s in force 

before the flood, after the flood, before the giving of the Jew
ish law, in the time of the Jewish law, and is still continued 
in Gospel times ; so that it appears strange how any that 
have witnessed the work of con~ersion, and the fe3?' of the 
Lord set before their eyes, so tha.t they dare not join with 
any thing that His contro~ersy is against, can look upon 
mixed marriao-es as a lio-ht thino-.'' 0 0 0 





ERRATA. OR OllISSIOXS xou· St:PPLIED. 
Page 64, Joihua Richardson has ni-e child~u, not six ; nz. :

Hannah lsa.bella, llary Eli~ Charlotte, John Joshla., :ind E.ithe:
llaria. 

Ibid, J. G. Holmes and ~1arpret hi! wife had six children. of trhom. 

Ele&nor, Henry,. and Benjamin. isuni-re. £lee.nor ma.~ied Jos~i,!l 
F&i:bridge, :md has two son5. 

Page 65, ThonulS J. Backhou~, and M1:-gart:t hi.ii wi!~. ha'"e :l. !ton 

Jonathan, in additfon to those mentioned. 
Pag~ 66, In the notice of Joseph and Elizabeth Procter•s chlld:-e~. 

their &0~ John luchardson Procter. is omitted. He occupies th~ 
family ta.nya.rd at Low Light~ and married Lydi:I. Richa.rdso:i. of 
Y ort ; see page 42. They ha'"e two children. ti .. :-Henry Richardaon. 

~ John William. 

:METCALF ROSS, PRIST~ r:a.GRDt S'I'R.EET, ~:t'WC • .\STLE·O:S•l'i~f.. 



iii. A: th:• OOt!oCl of p..1;:t". r~,r ... h"." ::-~i!.d" Ue-." 

20. Eith~ En~~ !"t:?'.ld, itftt:'r - nu.rrit!'"i ... -Jo;hu..:i \\.ilson of Sund•r

bnL!. and, .aft~=- b:s ,!~e.:\..::-.. \\"iUb.m 8!"v',,n/• &c. 

~ &-con..! ~i!ll' .. thid. liu~ .. fo: ..... 1~: l~:• r~:id ... 1~15. 

,., ThirJ. par.,. sec,lnd lin·:>-. f-.>!' ... 1-tlin~.:>n," rt-»aJ. .... Rccnton.·' 
,, Fourth lin~., for-~ 10 u:.,..,_ 16." :~~..! ._ 3.Dout 10 m"'.♦' 

,,, Sixth lintA fro:n. bott·)m,'• fo: ... n. d~u_:;~ te:/' r~ad ... two d3.ughteu:• 
.., Fifth J~., :i.fte:- 44 son:5,." u:w ~ n.:1:l & daught?r." 

" ${'\7o~d do .• for ""KiL.b.!~." re:?.tl .. Kildien." 

- Tt!nth. Eue from bo~to-=:i., !·u:- .... ncu;• re1d ... a.bo~e." 

23. Bot:om line, at.id, ... Sh~ :ift~n-.:irds :n.1.rri~d I~::iac \\.hite-. Ht?r aon 

Ro~rt uuci~d ~fa::.,- He~!e:in~. H~ di~J in !828. Hwr daugh

ter ~b.ry m:irried J ob.n Bake:-, no,"" of Thir~~, and h.:u se•en 
c~il1lrcn. 

'· Carc~:n~. c:i~:-1lt-=-r •>t Reb?rt a::id l:arolin~•s son Richard, ye: 
sun-ire:;, 3.!l•l :';!.:-i,J~, wit.a ht!r uncle-, Thorua:S Richard.$011.'• 

~S. Se-co:id. o:ir., four!h lin~--, for ... 20/' read ·' ~s_:• .. 
~- ... ' ti .... 1-1· r 10 .. •• d 1.·.. 10" ~,. ~~con• .. ~;ir., t~ll lll·~. ,\};:- mo . .1, :-e:i • .. , mo. • 

-!8. La:-t p:ir.., fi::-st line, for ... 7 :n-:>. 9," rea.1 '• 9 mo. 7." 

49. Second p3r .• fourth lin•~, for .;. 6 mo. 1 o;· read u 6 mo, 16.'' 

6-l. Thirteenth line-.,. fur-~ ,:\b.:-r \\.inn," read •• )Iary Driver.'' 

,, ~ixtc.--enth line, fu:- '· l:34j/" :-ea.d '· l~S.'' 

~, Ninett--enth line. for·· Li\"~rpool;' read •• ~~:ith.'' 

66. Fo~rth line. for·· Jane/· read ... ~arah Ja.ne.'' 

6i. ~cond 1ine, for·· 10 me> .. :;;• ::-~J.r.i •• S mo. 10.'' 

T l . d •. ., ,. - 1--- .. ) . 1--- .. ~• ~;r p,1.r .• t:..1ru.;.::ie.~L)r·· ,,..,, r>?a,_.·• ,,,. 

1.··1r.~, 1=nP •··,·m i.,.• 11.J-• ~.,. ··"·,.::o·~ • .. •·e,.. ·· ..... ,..t ··c"'L•·· ...... pt;on ·• ,, A • 1-U I I - •• ~· ..., "~ '"'"' ,u.. J • •• • - • • ! • \......... ..., \4...... .. . 
6~. Fif~h 1i::i~. :0: .... 2 m'l .• " reac! •• 1 r;;o. •• 

!' Thirii p:ir .• !::i.~t lir.>?, af~~~ •· chit,fr'!n:' a-:,!·· (rjn~ .jl~d io i:1:.:.u,.J), 


