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The Two James Rogers. 

It has been quite generally assumed that James Rogers, who 
was one of the earlie~t settlers of Londonderry, was the same 
man as James, Rogers, who was one of the earliest settlers of 
Dunbarton and the father of Col. Robert Rogers "the Ranger;'' 
but the records show the contrary. It is the purpose of this 
article to give so much of the history of each as to show that 
there were t~o of the same name and give some account of 
their families. 

I. JA1\1ES ROGERS OF LONDONDERRY. 

Among the Scotch-Irish (r) who in 1717 petitioned for a 
plantation in New Hampshire, were Hugh and James Rogers. 

This petition being denied, John Wheelwright, Oct. 20, 1719, 
gave the Scotch-Irish a deed of a tract of land ten miles square, 
called Nutfield. 

One half a lot was laid out to James Rogers,July 14, 1721, 
with an interest in the undivided lands. William Campbell 
sold to James Rogers of Billerica thirty acres of land in Nut­
field, March 8, J721 2. (Bk. 17, p. 316.) . 

On June 21, 1722, the State granted to John Moore and 
others ( subject to the claims of the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay and those claiming un,ter that authority) one hundred and 
sixteen shares to persons named in a schedule annexed, (with 
850 shares additional to some of them), and on the same day 
the proprietors admitted eight o1hers with one share each, and 
granted to Gov. Shute and Gov. Wentworth a house lot and 
500 acres each. This grant is known as the charter of London­
derry. 
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In this schedule, James Rogers is put down for one half a 
share, and "Wm. Cambel" for one share; but Hugh Rogers is 
not named. (N. H. State Papers, Vol. XXV, pp. 272-277 .) 

I give memoranda of deeds showing the continuous residence 
of James Rogers in Londonderry up to the time of his death. 

Juiy 20, 1727, James Rogers of Londonderry conveyed to 
James Calderwood half a lot of land in Londonderry, and. his 
wife joins to release dower. 

James Rogers of Londonderry and Jean, his wife (but she 
did not sign) are named in deed dated Oct. 10, 1732, as con· 
veying to William Dickey land in Londonderry described· as 
"part of meodment and addition lands" • * "and one­
half of meadow land laid out to James Rogers and James Gil­
more." (Book 19. p. 1.) 

And on the fifteenth of the n~xt January, he conveyed one 
half of the Leverett meadow in Londonderry. (Book 19, p. 260.) 

By deed dated Dec. 30, 1736, James Rogers of Londonderry, 
yeoman, conveyed to Samuel Allison, land in L., "being part OJ 
a larger tract of land laid out to me as a proprietor of said 
Londonderry." His wife, Jean, joined to release dower. 

Other deeds of James Rogers of Londonderry, in several of 
which his wife, Jean, joined are dated Dec. ?I, 1739, (Bk. 42, 
p. 330); July 31, 1749, (Bk. 39, p. 260); July 31, 1749, (Bk. 
39, p. 261); April 4, 1749, (Bk. 46, p. 128); Aug. 3, 1749, (Bk. 
38, p. 28,3); and May 24, 1751. (''being part of my second 
division mendment and addition"), (Bk. 39, p. 251 ). 

On Feb'y 3, 1746 7, James Lindsay, blacksmith, of London­
derry, (his wife Margaret joining to release dower) conveyed to 
James Rogers of L., yeoman, all rights in common lands as 
proprietor. (Bk. 34, p. 117). 

[In 1722 schedule, James Lindsay is credited with one share.] 
July 23, 1751, Abraham Cochran conveyed to James Rogers 

of Londonderry land in L., "laid out to the right of Henry 
Greene" (who had one share in 1722). (Bk. 38, p. 467.) 

James Rogers of Londonderry conveyed to Thomas Burnside 
sixty-three acres of land in L. This deed was dated Dec. 2, 
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1754, but was not acknowledged till Sept. r7, 1755, two days 
after the date of his will, five days before his own death and 
twelve days after the death of his wife. (Bk. 47, p. 206.) 

James Rogers of Londonderry took the oath of allegiance in· 
1727; signed the "Proposals for Peace'' in the famous church 
dissension in 173 7, and served on various committees in town 
affairs. 

The surname of his wife is not known ; she died Sept. 5, 
17 55, aged 62, and he, Sept. 22, 17 55, aged 69; his older brother, 
Hugh ( 2) survived him, dying March 4, 1763, aged 80, and his 
wife (also named Jean) Feb'y 28, 1756, aged 63. 

The children of James and Jean Rogers, as given in the Lon-
donderry record, were : 

2. Martha~\ b. May 3, 1723 ; m. Robert McClure. 
3. Thomas2, b. July 7, 1724. 
4. William2, b. Sept. 15, 1 726. 
5. John2, b. June 25, 1729. 
6. James2, b. Feb'y 22, 1731-2; d. young. 

But his will shows that he had others, viz : 

7. Margaret2, b. 
8. Mary2, h. 
9. Jean2, b. 

1 o. Esther2, b. 

; m. Samuel Thompson. 
; m. Joseph Scobey. 
; m. William l\iorrison. 
; m. Samuel Huston. 

It is also quite certain that Samuel Rogers, who died July 4, 
1755, aged 16, and was buried near James and Jean, was their 
son. 

J ames2 is not mentioned in the will and undoubtedly died 
young. 

The order in which the daughters are named in the will, in­
dicates that Margaret, Mary and Jean were older than Martha. 

His will, dated September 15, 17 55, gives small legacies to 
several parties, and then divides the residue into eight parts, 
and gives one eighth each to son, Thomas ; son, William ; son, 
John ; son, Samuel Thompson, and wife, Margaret ; son, Joseph 
Scobey, and wife, Mary; son, William Morrison, and wife, Jean; 
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son, Robert McClure, and wife, Martha; and Esther Rogers· 
(Vol. XIII, p. 406.) 

On Feb'y 6, 17 59, Thomas Rogers of Chester, William 
Rogers, John Rogers, Samuel Thompson, Marg~ret Thomp­
son, Joseph Scobey, Mary Scobey, William Morrison, Jean Mor­
rison, Robert McClure, Martha McClure, Samuel Huston, and 
Esther Huston, ''all of Londonderry, yeomen and spinsters,'' 
conveyed to Hugh Gregg the half lot which James Rogers 
bought of William Campbell ; and Eiizabeth Rogers, wife of 
Thomas, J eanet, wife of William, and Jean, wife of John, 
join to release dower. (Bk. roo, p. 149.) 

This deed shows that the "James Rogers" of Billerica to 
whom Campbell conveyed was the same James Rogers who 
was an original proprietor of Londonderry. 

Robert McClure, who married Martha2, was born in Ireland 
in 1718, and came to this country in his ninth year with his 
father, Richard, who was a ruling Elder in Rev. Mr. Morehead's 
church in Boston ; they had a son, James, who married Mary 
Nesmith of Londonderry, "and they were my grand parents." 
(MSS. of A. B. Otis.) 

Samuel Huston, who married Esther2 (as his second wife), 
was one of the original proprietors of Belfast, Maine. He moved 
there in 1771, and spent the rest of his life there~ dying in 
1819. l Williamson's Belfast, p. 96.) 

Yohn is the only other child of James. whose family I have 
even partially traced. He was well known as "Lieutenant 
Rogers;" he married Jean Ewins, daughter of James; he settled 
first in Londonderry, but moved to Acworth in 1768 ; he died in 
1776, of "camp fever" contracted in bringing home Robert 
McClure from the continental army; his widow died in 1798. 

Children born in Londonderry and Acworth: 
James3, b. June 5, 1754. 
J onathan3, b. 
John3, b. 
Agnes3, b. ; m. Abner Gage. 
Sarnuel3, b. 



Peter3, b. 
Baptiste3, b. 
Susanna3, b. 
Hannah3, b. 
Elizabeth3, b. 
Esther3, b. 
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; m. Joseph Hemphill. 

; m. Stephen Thornton. 
; m. ( 1) Benjamin Hobbs ; 

( 2) George ClarJr · 
(3) M. Temple. 

These names are not given in the order of births. 
His will (d. Nov. 11, 1776, p. Jan'y 1777) mentions ''deare 

wife"; "two eldest daughters, Agnes and Elizabeth"; '' two eld­
est sons, James and Jonathan"; and "the rest of my children.'' 

Administration on estate of Jean Rogers, late of Ackworth, 
granted to Jonathan and John Rogers, Oct. 9, r 798. 

Will of James Ewins (d. May 1, 1780J p. Aug. 29, 1781) men­
tions daughter, Jeane Rogers and her husband. John Rogers, 
and gives to ''grandson, John Rogers, one lot of land which I 
bought in Ackworth.'' Vol. XXVI, p 170.) 

:James3, son of Lt. John, married, Aug. 16, 1784, Mary Mark­
ham, daughter of Joseph and Mehitable [Spencer] Markham, 
born April 21, 1768; he died June 5, 1819. and she, Aug. 8, 
1842. 

Children born in Ackworth : 
Jonathan4, b. Nov. 18, 1785. 
John4, b. Dec.· 21, 1786. 
Joseph4, b. Mar. 15, 1788 
Nancy4, b. Feb'y 4, 1789; d. Feb'y 3, 1813. 
Tan1sen4, b. Jan'y 2, 1791. 
Ralph4, b. Dec. 25, 1792. 
Samuel4, b. Dec. 26, 1794. 
Mary4, b. Dec. 28, 1796; d. Aug. 6, 1818. 
Lucy4, b. Feb'y, 1798. 
Drusilla4, b. Aug. 3. 1800; d. Mar. 1, 1815. 
Teressa4, b. Mar. 1 I, 1803. 
Ann4, b. June 1, 1806. 
Eliza4, b. Sept. 1, 1808. 
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:lonathan3, son of Lt. John, married twice: , 1) Polly l\faes 
by whom he had Polly4 ; (2) Elizabeth Rogers ( ?), by whom he 
had Maes4, Ephraim4, N ancy4, and Alvah4• 

:lohn3, son of Lt. John, married Poily. daughter of D.1niel 
Reynolds; he 1s said to have moved to Lempster, but died in 
Lexington, Mass., Sept. 2, 1832; they had Daniel4 ( d. young), 
Maria4, Hannah Ophelia4, John Adams\ Eliza Jane4, (d., 
young), Melvina Bardwell4, Stephen Reynolds4 (b. Jan'y 24, 
1813), Susan Hemphill4 (b. Feb'y 28, 1814), Harriet Eliza4, 
and Daniel4 (d. yo~ng.) 

Samue/3, son of Lt. John, is said to have married Anna 
Dodge of Syracuse, N. Y., and that he died there, leaving one 
son, Charles. 

II. JA~1ES ROGERS OF DUNBARTON. 

The first mention which I find of this JAMES ROGERS (and it 
is sufficient f<?r the main purpose of this paper) is in the deed 
by which Zaccheus Lovewell of Nottingham conveyed, Novem­
ber 24, 1738, to James Rogers of Methuen, Mass, husbandman, 
land on westerly side of Suncook township, part of grant to said 
Lovewell and others, soldiers under Capt. John Lovewell. ( Bk. 
3~, p. 20.) 

This grant was made by lVfassachusetts, June 19, 1735, to 
Capt. John Gorham's men, and was called Gorhamtown. 

James Rogers in 1739, moved with his family to this lot and 
lived there till April, 17 48, when he was driven away by the 
Indians and his improvements destroyed. 

Later in 1748, Rev. David McGregor, John Stark, Archibald 
Stark and three others of ';Amos Ceeg,'' thirty-three others of 
Londonderry, ( among whom were James Rogers, Joseph Scobey 
and Matthew Thornton), six others of Chester, six of Haver­
hill, two of Kingston, and eight of Litchfield petitioned the 
Masonian Proprietors for the grant of a townsh1,P, six miles 
square. 

(N. H. State papers~ Vol. XXV. p. 187.) 
On the eighth of October, 17 48, these petitioners were author-
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ized to make a survey, but on the twelfth they were 
that their grant must be second to that of John Goffe 
p. I 88.) 

notified 
(Ibid, 

On the twenty-sixth of the same month, James Rogers, ''now 
resident in Bow," and James Pudney, now resident in Peni­
cook," by their Attorney, represented to the Proprietors, that 
whereas said James Rogers, and six sons, David, Samuel 

' James, Robert, Richard and John, the said Joseph and six 
sons, John, Joseph, William, Henry, Asa, and Obadiah, had 
purchased a lot of land, 2190 acres, and had improved jointly 
about 98 acres of meadow and about 100 acres of up land and 
'"had two dwelling-houses, two barns and two orchards," the 
houses "built about nine years past'': and that "in April last 
ye Indians burnt and destroyed said houses and barns and cut 
down ye orchards, and killed a heifer and a steer belo aging 
to said James Rogers,'' etc., "wher~fore (referring to deed from 
Lovewell) they prayed to be included as fourteen persons 
am0ng the grantees and the 2190 acres a-;signed to them as 
their full share." (Ibid.) 

However, others claimed a part of the 2190 acres, claimed by 
Rogers and Pudney. (Ibid, 192.) 

On Dec. 17, 17 48, the Proprietors granted a township to the 
petitioners, among them : 

James Rogers of Londonderry, who had No. 10, R 4, and 
the north half of No. 1, in the same range. 

James Rogers of Bow, who had No. 7, R. 6, and the north 
half of No. 6, R. 5. 

Joseph Pudney of Pennicook, who had No. 6, R. 6, and the 
north half of No. 6, R. 5. 

"And the eldest sons of said Joseph Pudney and James 
Rogers, both one share equally," and they had No. 8, R. 6, and 
the south half of No. 8, R. 5. (Ioid, pp. 198-208.) 

Some of the grantees having forfeited their shares, the tract 
was regranted March 2, 1752, among others to James Rogers 
of Londonderry * * * • and "to Joseph 
Pudney, James Rogers and their eldest sons for one right, all 
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living on the tract of land her~by granted," etc. (Ibid, p. 205.) 
On Jan'y 1, 1748-9, James Rogers of Londonderry conveyed 

to James McGregor all his right in this township. (Bk. 38, 
p. I 7 5.) 

On June 10, 1752, Joseph Pudney of Starkstown conveyed to 
J arnes Rogers of Starkstown his one-half of lot 6, R. 5 ; and by 
another deed on the sa~e day "all our possessions" ( described 
in detail). (Bk. 43, pp. 124-125.) 

And on the ~ame day Rogers conveyed land in Starkstown to 
Pudney. (Bk. 41, p. 477.) 

On April 7, 1852, Matthew Thornton of Londonderry, and 
on the next day James Ewins of L. conveyed land in Starks­
town to '-James Rodgers of ·Starkstown." 

As James Rodgers went from Methuen, Mass., in 1739, to 
Starkstown (now Dunbarton) with his six sons, it is quite prob­
able that his children, or some of them, were born in Methuen. 
He lived in S. till his death, except about a year when he lived 
in Bow. He was accidentally shot and killed iate in 17 5 2, or 
early 'in 17 53 ; his widow, ivlary, was appointed administratrix. 
on his estate, June 25, 1753, (Vol. XIII, p. 67.) 

Their children were Daniel, Samuel, James, Robert, Richard, 
John and Catherine, ( 3). 

Daniel removed to Dunbarton ; ·he was appointed chairman 
of a committee of the proprietors, Dec. 29, 1773. 

Samuel settled in Bow, about 17 58. 
Robert was the celebrated "Ranger,'' who did great service in 

the French and Indian war; in the Revolution he became a 
loyalist and went to England in 1777; in 1778, he was banished 
from New Hampshire by an act of the Legislature; and on 
Mar. 4, 1778, his wife was divorced from him by the same 
authority; he died in England about 1800_;* his son Arthur (his 
only child as far as I have ascertained) "lived with his mother 
many years on the family farm near Concord,'' and died in 
Portsmouth, in 1841. In a deed dated in 1754, Robert is de-

*M:ajor Rogers doubtless died several years before that date, probably in 1784. 
See "Roger's Ranger and Loyalist," by Walter Rogers, Esq., London. The Editor. 
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scribed as of Merrimack, and in one in 1762 as of Portsmouth. 
Richard was also in the ,a Ranger'' service ; he was First Lieu• 

tenant under his brother Robert in 17 56, and was sent to Bos­
ton with despatches ; later in the same year, Richard was ap­
pointed Captain of a second company of Rangers, which did 
efficient service during that fall and winter; he was later 
stationed at Fort William Henry and died there of small-pox a 
few days betore it was attacked by the French arid Indians; his 
brother ( Major Robert) in his diary says, that after the capture 
of the Fort, Richard's body was dug up and scalped. 

:James was also in the service as a "Ranger;'' he was Ensign 
in one of the new companies formed in 17 56; was in the famous 
expedition to Fort George, in Jan'y, 1757, under Major Robert, 
his brother; was promoted to a captaincy, and in a letter, dated 
in 1775, Major Robert speaks of him as °Colonel." 

Deeds ( B 59, p. 486, and B. 61, p. 547) show that in 1760 
and 1761, he was at Starks town; but May 6, 1760, he purchased 
land in Londonderry ( B. 61, p. 549) and soon moved there, for 
i·n deeds d:1.ted March 24, 1762, and July 7, 1762, he is described 
as of Londonderry. ( B. 64, pp. 502-529.) 

And on Dec. 10, 1762, James Rogers of Londonderry con­
veyed to Robert Rogers of Portsmouth, land in Suncook con­
veyed to James Rogers of Starktown by Abraham.Kimball, by 

deed dated March 2, 176r, and recorded in Book 61, p. 547. 
(B. 70, p. 311.) 

He married Margaret, daughter of Rev. David McGregor, and 
had born in Londonderry (as shown by the records): 

David, b. Nov. 7, 1762 ; d. Nov. 2, 1766. 
James, b. Nov. 22, 1764; d. young. (4). 

Whether he had other children or not I have not ascertained. 
He is said to have moved to Kent, now Londonderry, Ver­
mont, in 1774. I have given this detailed account of James 
Rogers because it has been assumed that he belonged to the 
Londonderry family. 

There is no occasion to recapitulate the evidence to satisfy 
the reader that the original James Rogers of Londonderry and 



12 

the first James Rogers of Stark town (Dunbarton) were two dif­
ferent men. 

NOTES. 

1. Page 97. The term ":::3cotch-lrish" has of late been objected to very '\"ebemently; 
but it bas been in use RO long and to such an extent with a well-understood meaning, 
that it is too late to object to it; the objectors seem to forget that the people make 
words and give them their meaning and that the sole office of the dictionary-maker is 
simply to record what the people have done in this respect. .'-\.s early as 1708, in the 
record of Glasgow University, Rev. Robert Rutherford is styled a "Scotch-Irishman" 

2 Page ~~- I ha'\"e no evidence that Hugh was the brother of James, except 
circumstantial. 

3. Page 104. Since the first publication of this article, I have had correspondence 
with Dr. Edmund J. A. Rogerij of Colorado, a descendant of James 1, of Dunbarton, 
through James, 2, and born on the homestead established by the latter in Ontario, 
who says that the first James Rogers of Dunbarton and his wife, Mary l\fcPhartridge, 
had two daughters in addition to those given by me, Mary wbo married James Blair, 
and Martha, who married John Miller. He says further that Daniel went to sea and 
was drowned off Cuba, leaving a family in New Hampshire, and that Catherine mar­
ried F'rank Miller. 

I also find a deed on record in Hillsborough County (Book 21, p. 342) dated April 
16, 1787, by which David, Robert, James and Alexander Blair, all of Londonderry, 
con'\"eyed all their interest in the estate of their grandfatli~r, James RogerR of 
Dunbarto11,. 

4. Page 105. These two children of James and Margaret [McGregor] Rogers died 
young, but they bad at least one other son, David McGregor Rogers, born about 17il, 
who died in 1824, aged 53, whose tombstone is still standing on the homestead in 
Ontario. 

Col. James remo'\"ed to Vermont before 1770, and lived there until 1784, when he 
moved to Fredericksburgb, Ontario, which bad been allotted to him and the loyali~ts 
under bis command, where be settled and spent the remainder of bis life, dying in 
li92. He was succeeded by his son, David McGregor Rogers, who represented his 
dir1trict twenty.four years in the Assembly of Upper Canada. 

I am indebted also to Dr. Rogers for a pamphlet containing an article prepared by 
his brother, Walter Rogeri;:, Esq., Barrister of the Queen's Temple, London, England, 
published in the Transactions of the Roger Society of Canada, and also published 
separately. 
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HoN. JosIAH HAYDEN 

DRUMMOND, LL. D., the 
author of . the preceding 
article, "The Two James 
Rogers,'' which imparts 
certain facts not known 
to previous historians re­
garding one of the most 
important of the early 
families in this vicinity, 
was born in Winslow, 
Me., August 30, 182 7, 
and died very suddenly 
of heart trouble in Port­
land, October 25, 1902. 

He was educated in the 
Waterville Co1lege, now 
Colby University, gradu­

ating in 1846 at the age of nineteen. He taught school in dif­
ferent towns, and studied Jaw with Hon. Timothy Boute1le of 
Waterville, and was admitted to the bar in 1850. After taking 
a trip to California, he began the practice of law in Waterville, 
where he remained until he removed to Portland in 1860, en­
tering upon a practice here which became extensive and lucra­
tive. Meanwhile he had become prominent in politics, and 
sen1ing as city solicitor, he was elected to the state legislature 
in 1857, from which body he was chosen speaker. In 1860 he 
was elected to the state senate, but resigned before he had com­
pleted his term of office that he might accept the position of 
Attorney General. He .. held this office for four years. He was 
a delegate to the Republican National Conventions in 1864, 
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1876, 1884. In 1865 he was chosen a director of the Maine 
Central Railroad, which position he held until his death, and 
since 1876 he was director and general counsellor of the Union 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, giving much of his time to 
perfecting the work of this association. His Alma Mater, in 
1871, conferred npon him the degree of LL. D. 

Besides becoming prominent in legal and political circles he 
became one of America's most widely known Masons, attaining 
pos:,ibly greater Masonic distinction than any other man. Ever 
wielding a fluent and incisive pen he won for himself a place in 
the front ranks of the writers of the order, and was acknowl­
edged to be the greatest living authority on Masonry. To 
enumerate his Masonic honors would be to name nearly every 
title known to the craft, for "since the Deacon's rod was placed 
in his hands he has never been free from office." 

He was an industrious collector of books, not only those per­
taining to his cherished order, but his library was filled with 
works upon history and genealogy. In this field he showed the 
same faithfulness and painstaking care that he did in the 
others, and his writings have proved both accurate and com­
plete. . Among his works of this nature may be mentioned 
"John Rogers of Marshfield," "John Rogers of Plymouth,'' and 
"The Descendants of John Bean of Exeter,'' besides many 
others, not the least among which is "The Two James Rogers," 
written a few years since for Gould's N'otes and Queries, and 
from which we republish it with the author's revisions and notes. 

The Masonic Journal in summing up his • character says : 
"He was an eminent citizen, a distinguished member of the 
bar, an active politician ; he was more-he was better than a 
lawyer, better than a politician ; he was a born leader. There 
was to his life a fullness and completeness sddom seen ; he held 
high official positions, and might have held more; twice he de 
clined a seat on the Supreme bench and once a nomination of 
candidate for governor of the state, when the nomination was 
equivalent to election, but he chose to pass them by, preferring 
the practice of his profession, in which he stood in the front 
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rank. His disposition was destitute of vindictiveness and in­
capable of malice. His life was devoted to the work of making 
others happy. His home life was especially beautiful; in the 
bonds of sincere affection all of his household were united in 
seeking, not only to be happy, but to contribute happiness. 
His golden wedding was celebrated December 10, 1900. The 
celebration did not, however, differ materially from the preced­
ing anniversaries, for it had been his invariable custom to de­
vote the 10th day of December to his family~ making no ap­
pointments that would prevent his so doing. He had a rule 
''not to carry shop to his home," and the happiest moment of 
his office hours was the time for gathering the accumulated 
Masonic, genealogic arrd social correspondence of the day into 
a bundle for evening consideration. The number of his parcels 
was usually increased by a call at the confectioner's on his way 
home, where at his table near the east window of the living 
room, he found that rest of mind that comes from change of 
labor. His evenings were usually spent at home, never in iclle­
ness, but occupied in solving some intricate mathematical prob­
lem, genealogic compilation or Masonic correspondence, ever, 
apparently, cheerfully willing to lay all aside for a game of ~hist 
with the children or to entertain a visitor. His versatility was 
so great that interruption never appeared to be an annoyance." 

The funeral services, which were both religious and Masonic, 
were held at the ancient First Paric;h Church of Portland, and 
his body was borne to its final resting· place in Evergreen Ceme­
tery of that city under conditions both fitting and impressive. 

"The good deeds left behind him 
Will form a chain to bind him 

To us who linger here." 

G. W. BROWNE. 




