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PREFACE 

It is not claimed that the record contained in tms work is 
complete. 

We have aimed to continue at least one line of descent from 
each of the Srd generation from Richard Risley {l.) 

We do not wish to be held respoDS1ole for the accaracy of 
names, dates of births, marriages and deaths. It has been our 
endeavor to collect and tabulate accurately, so far as we 
could learn, the dates contained in this work. 

Those in the family who have erroneously spelled the name 
"Wrisley," we have corrected by using the original spelling 
" Ri.81,ey." The erroneous spelling of tms name began with 
one of Samuel Risley's8 sons, while ·the father and 'l'PJ11aining 
sons spelled the name " Ris1,ey " as originally used. 

Those wishing to connect themselv.?S with the family lines 
should correspond with Mrs • .Alfred C. Clapp, East Wmdsor 
Hill, Conn., as she is corresponding secretary of the Associa
tion of" The Descendants of Richard Risley, (Inc.)" 

We wish to reco~ the able assistance given by Mr. Albert 
E. Risley, Hartford, Conn.; Mrs. Zada Risley Smith, Hamil
ton, N. Y.; Mrs. Edwin H. Risley and Mrs. Everett E. Risley. 

UTICA, N. Y., 1908. EDWIN H. Rmx.Er. 
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ENGLISH RISLEYS 





The Descendants of Richard Risley 

THE 
ENGLISH RISLEYS 

THE RISLEYS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

From " The Visitation of the County of Buckingham" by 
William Harvey, Clarencentx Rex Armorum A 8 Eliz., 1566 
(Harl M. S., 5867). Edited by Walter E. Metcalfe. Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries. 

RISLEY OF CHETWOOD 

A.rma: Quarterly of 12, 1, argent, a. fesa azure between 
three crescents Gules; 2, ermine on a. chief sable a talbat passant 
argent (Modern) ; 8, chequy argent and Gules, on a bend sable, 
three mullets of the first "(Bekering) ; 4, argent, a. lion ram
pant, tail forked Gules ; 5, azure two bars and a chief argent 
(Newbold); 6, argent, three pellets (De La. Lune); 7, argent 
on a. bend cotised sable three mullets or (Hawten) ; 8, quar
terly ermine and azure, over all a cross engrailed or (Osborne); 
9, argent, a. bend cotised sable three mullets or (Derehurst); 
10, argent three eagles displayed Gules a. label azure (Newn
ham); 11, argent three torbeaux (Halipberk); ll, azure ten 
billets, four, three, two, one and a canton or charged with a. 

raven proper (Blondell). 
Crut: A talbat statant Ermine colored Azure charged 

with beza.nts supporting with the dester pan an eschucheon. 

ROBERT RYSLEY of Hillesdon, County of Buckingham, 
Esq., mar ••• , eldest da, and.one of the heirs of John Haw
ten of Pytsford County Northampton, Gent., and by her hath 
issue, William his eldest son and heir; and John, second son. 
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JOHN RYSLEY of Wyttleberye, County Northampto~ 
Esq., second son to Robert, mar. Joha.n, da. of Ric:ha.rd Osbome
of Kelmarsh. County Northampton; esq. 1a.te 'Wife of Thomu 
C1areil of Lyttlestone ~ne) Lovell Couni;y Oxon., 
esq., and by her hath issue. • • William his eldest son; Marye,. 
Margarett, and Jane. 

WILLIAM RYSLEY of Chetwood, County Buckin~ 
esq., son and heir to John, mar. Alyce, da. of and heir of John 
Newham of Staunton, County Northampton; esq., and by 
her hath issue • • • William his eldest son and heir apparent,. 
Ma.rga.rett, ma.r. to Christopher C&telyn of Ha.rrowlde, County 
Bed., Esq. 

WILLIAM RYSLEY of Chetwood, Esq., eldest son and 
heir to William ma.r. Johan, da. of Foulke Buttery of Lawrence 
Manton, County Northampton; Gent., and by her hath issue 
••• Powle his eldest son and heir apparent; George, second 
son; Elizabeth; Mabel; and Anne; a.ll three unma.rried. 

RISLEY OF CHETWOOD 

(Apparently an addition to the M. S.) 

SIR RAULFE RISLEY, Kt. lived in the 52 yeare (i. e. 
1247 A. D.) of the reign of King Henry m from 1216 to 
1278 and had issue • • • • Henry. 

HENRY RISLEY, son and heir to Sir Ra.ulfe, ina.r. and had 
issue ••• Sir Henry. 

SIR HE1'"RY RISLEY Kt. lived in Edward the Second's 
tyme and some part of Edward the Third's tyme ( from 1807 to 
1527, and from 1827 to 1577.) • . • . and had issue ..•• 
Ra.ulfe. 

RAULFE RISLEY, son and heir to Sir Henry, mar. the da. 
of --- Meryfelds (Argent a chevron sable between three 
Cornish choughs) and had issue . • • 'l;homas. 

THOMAS RISLEY, son and heir to Ra.ulfe, mar. the d&. 
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of -- Langley (poly of six .Argent and Vert.) and had 
issue • ~ • John. 

JOHN RISLEY, son and heir to Thomas, mar. Julyan, da. 
and heir of Richard Morden. 

ROBERT RISLEY, son and heir of John, mar. Margarei; 
da. and heir to Thomas Beckeringe and of Mary his wife da. 
of Richard Langforde (poly of six Or and Gules a bend .Ar
gent), who was son and heir of Raulfe Bekeringe and of his 
wife, da. of John Cawton (Gules two bars and in chief as many 
mullets .Argent), which Raulfe Bekeringe was son and heir to 
John Bekeringe and of Maude his wife, da. and one of the 
heirs of Raulfe Haveringe, and of Julyan his wife, da. and heir 
of Henry Newbolde: which Raulfe was son and heir to John 
Haveringe who was the son and heir unto Robert Haveringe, 
son and heir to Sir John Haveringe, Kt.; which John Bekeringe 
aforesaid was son and heir to Sir Thomas Bekeringe, Kt., and 
of his wife, da. of -- Emeford; which Sir Thomas was 
son and heir to Sir John Bekeringe of Norton County, Noting
ham, Kt.: who was son and heir of Sir Thomas Bekeringe Kt., 
that lived in Edward the First's tyme; Bekeringe ( chequy .Ar
gent and Gules a bend sable for the younger house· upon the 
bend three mullets argent; Enreford beareth Or three bars 
sable, a border Ermines). Note that Raulfe Bekeringe afore
said had an elder brother whose name was Sir. Thomas 
Bekeringe who mar. the da. and heir of Sir John Lowdham, 
Kt. (argent, a bend azure Crusily Or) which Sir Thomas 
Bekeringe had issue • • • Alyce his da. and heir mar. to Sir 
Thomas Rempston, Kt. of whom Sir Richard Stapleton is 
descended: Rempton {Argent a chevron and cinquefoil sable; 
Haveringe .Argent a lion rampant the tail forked, Gules armed 
and languid azure.) 

JOHN RISLEY, son and heir of Robert Risley aforesaid, 
mar. Jane, da. and heir of -- DeLaLune, and had issue 
• • • • John, his eldest son, and Robert, second son. 

Sm JOHN RISLEY, Kt., died without issue male. 
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ROBERT RISLEY, second son of John and brother and 
heir male to Sir John Risley, mar. Eleanor, da. and one of the 
heirs of -- Hawten, lord of Pytsford County, Northamp
ton, and had issue • • • • William, his eldest son; John, s
ond son. 

WILLIAM RISLEY, son and heir to Robert, mar. Agnes, 
dafl. to Thomas Bradshaw (argent two bars sable), and had 
issue •••• Margarett, ma:r. to John Cha.uncye of Edgecolt 
County, Northampton, esq. Jane, second da., mar. to John 
Gatton. Note that Cha.uncye quart:ereth hereby, Risley, Mor
don, Bekeringe, Haveringe, Newbolde, Delabome, and Haw
ten, besides others. 

JOHN RISLEY, second son to Robert, and brother and 
heir male to the said William Risley, mar. Johan, da. of Rich
ard Osbome and one of the heirs of her mother, and had issue 
• • • • William, his eldest son, which Richard Osborne was of 
Klmesley County, Northmpton, esq., who mar. Jane, the da. 
and heir 0£ Thomas Derehurst, who mar. Jane, da. of -
Coryle ( azure, a lion rampant .Argent over all a bend Gules), 
who was the son and heir of John Derehurst of Hoylecourt, 
County Gloucester, esq. 

WILLIAM RISLEY, of Chetwood, County Buckingham, 
esq., son and heir to John, mar. Alyce, da. and one of the heirs 
of John Newnham of Staunton, County Northampton, esq., 
and of Mabel his wife, da. and heir of Robert Halisberke and 
of Alyce his wife, da. of Martin Ellys ( on a cross sable, fire 
crescents .Argent), which Robert was son and heir to Thomas 
Hallesberke and of his wife, the da. and heir of -- Oding
selles (.Argent a fess and in chief two mullets Gules), son and 
heir to Richard Hallesberke and of Ka.therine his wife, the da. 
and heir to Hengher Blondell, son and heir to Henry Halles
berke and of his wife, the da. of -- Sherdelowe, son and heir 
to Thomas Hallesberke and of his wife, the da. of --Dag
worthe, son and heir of William Hallesberke, "Who mar. and 
had issue •••• 
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WIJ'.LIAl,I, his eldest son, died sans issue. 
H'EN&Y, second son, was a. man of religion. 
TxollU.S was a. Knight of the Rodes. 
Jomr, Dean of Wells and brother to the said Richard. 
Wliich William Hallesberke was the son and heir. 1 

7 

WIJ,LTAM HAJ,LESBERKE, that lived in the ,:eign of 
King Edward them (:from 1527 to 1577). Note also that 
.Anne, the second da. and one of the heirs of John Newnham, 
mar. to Thomas Malorye and bad issue •••• Robert Mal
orye. 

WILLIAM RISLEY of Chetwood, Cotmtj- Buckingham, 
esq., son and heir to William aforesaid, mar. Johan, da. of 
Foulke Buttery, alias Ma.tanye, of County Northampton, 
gent., and bad issue •••• J>a.wle, his eldest son; George, sec
ond son; Thomas, third son; Elizabeth mar. to Thopye Cha.tm
eye of Edgecolt, County of Northampton, esq.; Isa.bell, mar. to 
Thomas Heath of Sheilesworth, Comity Oxford, esq.; .Anne, 
Frances, and Jane unmarried. 

PAUL RISLEY of Chetwood~ mar. Dorothy Temple, da. 
of John Temple of Stowe. 

TEMPLE OF STOWE. 

Apparently a.n addition to M. S. 

ROBERT TEMPLE of Temple Ha.TI, in the parish of Sybs
den, near Weilesborougb, County Leicester, lived in the reign 
of Henry m (from l.!16 to 1278), and ha.d issue •••• 
William. 

After several generations: 

JOHN TEMPLE of Stowe, County Buckingham, esq., son 
a.nd heir to Peter, mar. Susan, da.. of and heir to Tho!Dd.S 
Spencer of Everton, County Northampton, esq., a.nd by her 
bad issue • • • • Thomas, his eldest son; George, second son, 
died young; John, third son; Alexander, fourth son; William, 
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fifth son; Peter, sixth son; 
Mylycent, mar. to Edward 
Saunders of Brycksworth, 
County Northampton, esq.; 
Dorothy, mar. to Pawle Ryse
ley . of .. Chetwood, County 
Buckingham, esq.; Catherine, 
mar. to Sir Nicholas Parker 
of Ratton, County Sussex, 
Kt.; Suzan, mar. to Thomas 
Denton of Hillesdon, County 
Buckingham, esq.; Mary, mar. 
to John Farmer of Marlow, 
County Buckingham, esq. 

Authority: The " Gene
alogist," Vol VIl, pp. 116, 
245, 250, 251., edited by 

George W. Marshall, LL D.,· Fellow of the Society of .Anti
quaries. Publishers: George Bell and Sons, York Street, Co
vent Garden. London, 1885. 



RISLEY OF RISLEY, COUNTY LANCASTER 

CO'lmllVlllica:tetJ. by J. Pav], Ry1,atnil8, E.q .. F. S • .L 

AT'm8: Quarterly 1 and 4,- .Argent an eagle sable preying 
upon an infant swaddled, Gules, banded .Argent 2 and S (.Ar-
gent] three birds -volant [ Gules]. · 

Crest: An oak tree sable, thereon a. :raven perched proper. 

Motto: Fa.to Prua.entia Major. (Translation: "Fate is 
greater than Prudence.") 

In the 'Visitation of Lancaster, 1665, 
Sir William Dugdale gives for arms: 
"Arg. a tree sa. with a raven perched 
thereon." 

This was the crest. 

ROBERT FITZ HUGH DE BIND
LEY, called also Robert de Rysley, 
mar. Ellen, one of the da.'s and co
heirs of Gilbert de Culcheth by his wife, Lady Cecilia. de 
Lathom. She had the Risley estates as her dowry. 

HENRY DE RYSLEY, eldest son of Robert de Rysley, liv
ing 18!!6, mar. Margery. 

RICHARD DE RYSLEY, second son of Robert de Rysley, 
mar.--. 

JOHN FITZ RICHARD DE RISLEY (lS!!l), son of 
Richard de Rysley. 

ROBERT DE RYSLEY (son of Henry de Rysley), 1846. 
Heir to the estates of Rysley. 

HENRY DE RISLEY, son of Robert de Risley, died 1897. 
Mar. Margaret, a widow, in 1897. 
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WILT.JAM FITZ HENRY DE RYSLEY, eldest son of 
Henry de Rysley. In 1597 he released to his brother Nicholas 
and his heirs, all his rights to his father's lands in Risley, Cul
cheth, Kenyon, Croft, Lawton, W eryngton, and Penketh, ex
cept a. messua.ge and 20 acres of land in Culcheth. His father 
was then living. 

NICHOLAS FITZ HENRY DE RISLEY, second son and 
heir of Henry de Risley. In 1597, his father being dead, he 
assigned to Margaret, his father's widow, as her dower, one 
third of all his lands. 

ELLEN, daughter of Henry de Risley, married to Thurstan 
de Penketh. 

KATHERINE RISLEY, daughter of William Fitz Henry 
de Risley, released to her uncle N:foholas all her right to the 
above lands. She seals with a. double headed eagle displayed. 

GYBONE or GILBERT DE RISLEY, son and heir of 
Nicholas, 1454, married daughter of Richard Bold. 

(Perkin W arbeck in his proclamation against Henry Vll, 
(1485) stigmatises a. " Risley " as one of the King's creatures.) 

RICH.A:RD RISLEY, son and heir of Gilbert, 1468, dead in 
1494. Married .Alice, daughter of John Byrcm. She remar-
ried to -- Sotheworth before 1494. · 

MARGARET, daughter of Gilbert, wife of John Masey of 
Sale. 

HENRY RISLEY ·of Risley, oldest son and heir of Rich
ard Risley, 1468 to 1509. Married Margery, daughter . of 
Hamon Masey of Rixton. 

NICHOLAS, second son of Richard Risley, 1494 to ~.556. 

GRACE, daughter of Richard Risley, 1480. Married to 
John Rotour. 

ROBERT RISLEY of Risley, oldest son and heir of Henry 
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Risley, 1494. Married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Hol
land of Denton. 

RAND.AL, second son of Henry Risley, a clerk 1494 to 
1556 • 

.ALICE, daughter of Henry Risley, married to John, son 
of John Boydell of Lymm, County Chester. This marriage 
was confirmed by Robert ClliF, official to the Archdeacon of 
Chester, 15 February, 1504. At the time of the marriage the 
parties were aged respectively 7 and 8 years. 

RICHARD RISLEY of Risley, oldest son and heir of Rob
ert Risley. His guardian, Sir Thomas Botcher, granted the 
guardianship to Sir John Ireland, 20 May, 9. Henry VIll. 

·Richard married Alicia, daughter and heir of Sir John Ire
land. She was divorced 17 June, 15-S6, having herself fought 
the divorce on the plea that she had married Risley during the 
lifetime of her husband, Thomas Stanley. 

JOHN RISLEY, second son of Robert Risley, brother and 
heir to Richard, died 24 April, 14 Jae. 1.: buried at Eccles. 
Married Margaret, daughter and heir to Robert RadclliFe. 
She remarried to Richard Byrom, who with her was sued by 
John, son and heir of John Risley of Eliz. 

THO:MAS RISLEY, oldest son of Richard Risley, 4 Feb
ruary, 54 Henry VIIl. 

Letters Patent of Inspexiums under the duchy seal, reciting 
that upon a trial in court it was found that John Risley, 
brother and heir to Richard Risley, and cousin and heir male 
of the Lady of Nicholas, son of Henry Risley, was·the :sight
ful owner of the family estates, and that Thomas Risley was 
base born. 

JOHN RISLEY, oldest son of John Risley of Risley, heir 
to the estates, married Magdalene, daughter of John Grims
ditch, before 1571. 

RICHARD, second son of John Risley. Daughters: Lucy,. 
Anne, Margaret, Frances and Alice. 
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RICHARD RISLEY of Risley, oldest son of John Risley, 
married at Stockport, 11 September, 1598, to Anne, daughter 
of Robert Hyde of Norbury, County Chester. Died about 
1687. 

HENRY, second son of John Risley, baptized at W":unoick, 
Nov. 18, 1577; buried at W":unoick, 11 Dec., 1628. 

GEORGE, third son of .Tohn·Risley. 

MARY, eldest daughter of John Risley. Married to Ed
ward Swansey. 

ELIZABETH, second daughter of John Risley. Married 
to John Valentine of BentclliFe. 

JOHN RISLEY of Risley, son of Richard Risley, married 
1st Elizabeth, daughter of -- Scrimshire of Norbury, 
County StafFord, 2d wife :Blea.nor, daughter of Humphreys, 
County Derby. "Mrs. Risley" buried at W":unoick, Feb. 1, 
1661-2. 

BEATRIX, oldest daughter of Richard Risley, married to 
Robert Browne of Inskip. 

MARY, second daughter of Richard Risley, married to 

• 

Richard Whitehead of Astley. 

RICHARD, only son of John Risley and 
1st wife Elizabeth, "or infans." (Seal with 
edge cracked.) 

JOHN RISLEY of Risley, esq., son of John Risley and 
second wife Eleanor, aged 85 in 1665. Buried in linen at Wi
moick, Jnly 19, 1682, as" John Risley, esq." Married Mar
garet, daughter of John Holcroft of Holcroft, at Newcburch, 
May 15, 1647; buried at W":unoick, March 28, 1675-6. 

JANE, oldest daughter of John Risley and wife Eleanor. 

ELEANOR, second daughter of John Risley and wife Elea
llOr, baptized at Newcburch, July 7, 1681. 
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MARTHA, third daughter of John Risley and wife Elea
nor, baptized at Newchurcb, Jan. 22, 1684-5, ob. infans. 

JOHN RISLEY of Risley, esq., son of John Risley, bap
tized at Newchurch, Feb. 7, 1648, aged~ at 'Visitation in 1665 
[ :18]; buried at Wimoick, March SO, 1676 (vitapatris), as 
"John, son of John Risley, esq." Married--. Remarried 
to a daughter of --Ashton, esq., before 1702. 

CAPTAIN JOHN RISLEY of Risley, oldest son of John 
Risley and first wife. Baptized at Knowsley, October 26, 
1675. Died at Ormskirk, Nov. 1, and buried.at W"ID1oick, 
Nov. 18, 1702, aged 27. 0. S. P. His funeral sermon, 
preached by the Rev. Zach. Taylor, was printed in 1708, and 
is dedicated to "The Virtuous Madam Asliton, Mother to the 
late Worshipped John Risley of Risley, esq." 

MARGARET, oldest daughter of John Risley and first 
wife. Baptized at Newchurch, Apr. 11, 1678. 

SHARLOTTA or SHERLOCK, second daughter of John 
Risley and first wife. Baptized at Newchurch, March 17, 
1674. Buried at Wimoick, Jan. 15, 1674-5. 

RICHARD, second son of John Risley and second wife. 
baptized at Newchurch, Feb. 1~ 1651. · 

JAMES, third son of John Risley and second wife. Bap
tized at Newchurch, Mar. 2, 1658. Buried at W-1IDoick, Jan. 
16, 1654-5. 

JAMES, son of John Risley and second wife, buried at 
Wimoick, June 16, 1658. 

THOMAS, son of John Risley and second wife. Baptized 
at N-ewchurch, Mar. 4, 1652. " Thomas Risley of Culcheth, 
gent." Buried at W-unoick, May 21, 1716. 

ELIZABETH, daughter of John Risley and second wife. 
Married at W-1IDoick, May 28, 1678, to Hamlet Wood of 
Risley, gent. She died at Chester and was buried at W-UDoick, 
May 26, 1786. 
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Crut: Upon an esquire's helmet a tree thereon a raven. 

THOMAS . RISLEY, gentleman of Poulton Fearnhead. 
:Born 1588; buried at Warrington, Oct. 14, 1670, aged 82. 
[Possioly a son of Thomas, son of Richard Risley and Alicia 
Ireland.] Married Thomasin, daughter of Henry Lathom of 
Whiston, County Lancaster. Buried at Warrington, July !!6, 
1681, aged 82. His tombstone reads: 

llDE LY.ETll TEE 

BODY OF 

THOMAS JUSLEY, 

WHO 'WAS BUll.IED TEE 

14 DAY OF OCT. 

1670 AGE.0 8!, 
AND OF 

THO:MASIN HIS WIFE 

WHO 'WAS BUlllED 

T.HE 26 DAY OF 

:TTILY. AGED 8!!; 
W~"TING T.HltEE 

WEEXS 

1681. 
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JOHN RISLEY, oldest son of Thomas Risley and Thom
asin Lathom. Bom 16!8, of Pembroke Coll. Oxon. Died Jan. 
14, 1661. 

THE REV. THOMAS RISLEY, A. M., second son of 
Thomas Risley and Thomasin. Born Aug. 9:1, 1650. Fel
low of Pembroke College, Oxford, Deacon and Priest, Nov. 10, 
1662. Compelled to surrender his fellowship on account of 
non:.C:Onformity, Aug. 24, 1662. Built Risley chapel about 
1707, and performed service there. Author of the "Cursed 
Family," founded upon Prov. iii:SS and Jer. 10: last verse. 
Died 1716. Buried at Risley Chapel. Married Catharine. 

THOMAS RlSLEY, son and heir of the Rev. Thomas Ris
ley and wife Catharine. 

THE REV. JOHN RlSLEY, M. A., of Glascow College. 
second son of the Rev. Thomas Risley and wife Catharine. 
Minister at Risley Chapel. Bom Jan. 29, 1690. Died Sept. 
8, 17 48. Buried at Risley Chapel. Married Hannah --, 
who died May 29, 1780, aged 85. Buried at Risley Chapel. 

HANNAH, daughter of Rev. John Risley and wife Han-
nah. Died Nov. 12, 1725. Buried at Risley Chapel. · 

ltISLEY HEKOB.Am>A 

JOAN, widow -of Sir John Risley, married Sir Chris. Ga
meys, Knt., before 1418. "Writ to sheriff of Landan to sum
mon John Rysley of Broseley in the parish of WJJDoick, Gen
tleman, to render to Richard Broke, sergeant-at-law, John 
Roper, Edward O'Reren, Will Marlner, and John Browne, ex
ecutors of John Rysley, Knt., and Chris. Gameys, Knt., and 
Joan his wife, late the wife of the said Sir John Rysley, 100 
shillings. Sept. 12 [6 Henry VJ, ad 1418. 

sm JOHN RlSLEY, Knt., 7 Henry VIl, 1491, was one 
of the King's feoft'ees in the trust of Duchy of Lancaster on 
his intending to go abroad; and in the Act of Resumption, 2 
Henry VII, chapt. 48, 1495, there is a promise that it should 



not prejudice Sir John Risley's grant from the King of part 
of the lands of John, Lord Zanche. 

ROBERT RISLEY of Wlllloick, County Lancaster, men
tioned in & charter of Henry Risley " Late of " Risley, esq., 
Feb. 26, 1509. 

HENlRY RISLEY, esq., of Tottenham, mentioned in one 
of the Lancaster Risley charters with reference to land in 
County :Middlesex, 20 May, 1510, 25 July, 24 Henry VIII. 
Bond from John Rysley of Warrington, Gent., and Walter 
Barna.rd of Est. Hatley, County Cambrid~ to Symon Rys
ley, clerk, conditioned to be void on the surrendering a lease 
of the parsonage of Crawden which bad been made to Symon's 
use. 

RICH.ARD RYSELEY, clerk, mentioned in a-deed (8 and 
4 Ph. and M.) of John Risley of Risley, esq. 

1716-21 May. Thos. Risley, Culcheth, gent., buried at 
Wnnoick. 

No date. John Risley of Risley gave 60 pounds to the 
poor of Colchete which no (no date] lyeth on the work house in 
Culcheth. 

John Risley of Risley left that an almshouse should be 
built for the poor of Risley Lordship, which was builded ac
cordingly. 

Vol i. New Series. Miac~U-. Gfflll(llogic1,1 flt Hwaldica. J. J. Howard. 
page 9:1. 



OTHER RISLEYS OF LANCASTERSHIRE, ENGLAND 

From " Culcheth of Culcheth, County Lancaster." By J. 
Paul Rylands, F. S. A. 

..4.rms: 1 and 4, argent (or, or) an eagle sable preying 
upon an infant swaddled gules, banded or (Culcheth) 2 argent 
a griffin segreant azure (or sable) armed or (Culcheth) 8 
azure a hind statant (gy. lodged?) argent (Hindley). Some

times the griffin is borne in the 2d 
and 8d quarters. 

Crat: On a Cap of Maintenance 
a nal"'ed blackamoor standmg, hold
ing in his dexter hand a dart all 
proper. Culcheth in Cheshire bore 
sable a griffin, saliant or, some
times argent (Edmondson). 

HENRY DE COLCHIT with 
Alan de Rixton and Simon de Bede
ford gave pledges to stand their 
trial for the murder of G. de 
Spondum, A. D. 1200 (Rot de 
Oblatis 98). 

NORMAN DE CUI.CHIT, son 
of Henry de Culchit. 

GILBERT DE CUI.CHIT, son 
of Henry de Culchit of Culchethe, 
County Lancaster, Military Tenant 

~ult!J~. of Sir Wm. de Botiller, Baron of 
Warrington. Dead in 1275. His 

four daughters were married to the four sons of Hugh de 
Hindley and gave to tll1!ir husbands the estates of Risley, Cul-
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cbethe Holycroft and Peasfalong. Gilbert married Lady Ce
cilia de Lathom, living and a widow in 1275. It was from this 
marriage that the Culchethe, Risley and Holycroft families 
adopted the eagle and child as their arms, this quarter being 
common to all three families. 

Nan:: Saturday the morrow of the invention of the Holy Cross ms. 
at Thornton. D'na Cecilla. de Laton demises to Ric. de Culcbit, her son
in-law ("generam smnm" her one third of Culcbit Mill wbich·sbe held 
in dower for her life. And grants that her tenants should grind there 
as in Gilt. de Culcbits life. Witnesses: Rot. de Presalmaric de 
Thornton, Will de Northmells, Rott. de Yudelea, Ric. the clerk. Lord 
Rott. de Lartrom witnesses a grant from Rot. f. Rot. de Wlrwick to Ric. 
de Hindelegb (temp. Hemy m or Ed.) of two borates in Lawton. The 
grantee to render homage and a pair of lion spurs or two pence. 

HUGH DE HINDLEY of Hindley, County Lancaster, had 
grants of lands in Hindley from Robt. Banastre, Lord ot 
Makerfield, to whom he was military tenant; from Wm. de 
Wythenbache, Ric. Fitz Wyon, Wm. Fitz Roger de Yues 
(Ince), and from Robt. L Robt. de -W-unoick. He married 
Beatri."t --. His four sons married the four daughters of 
Gilb. de Culcheth. 

Nan:: William de Botiller grants to Hugh de Hindley the marriage 
of the bein, of-Gilbert de Culcbeth. Witnesses: Lord Radulf, the chap
lain, Roger de Opton. Hen. Pincerua, Hen. de Lildeslay, Roger de 
Lonky, Thurston de Holland Adam de Holland, Gilt. de Sutheworth. 
John de Adsurgbam, Robt. de Lawton and Robt. de Whitfield clerk. 

ROBERT FITZ HUGH DE HINDLEY, sun of Hugh de 
Hindley, took the name and lands of Risley. Married Ellen 
daughter and co-heir of Gilbert de Culcheth. 

RICHARD FITZ HUGH DE HINDLEY, son of Hugh 
de Hindley, took the name and lands of Culcheth. Called 
" Ric. Culcheth the elder " in some charters. Married Mar
garet, daughter and co-heir of Gilbert de Culcheth. [Baine's 
Hist. Lane. says that Margaret was married to Wm. de Rad
cluF, who in her right was seized by Culcheth. 20 Ed. l.] 

THOMAS FITZ HUGH DE HINDLEY, son of Hugh de 
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Hindley, took the name and lands of Holycroft. Married 
Joan, daughter and co-heir of Gilbert de Culcheth. 

ADAY FITZ HUGH DE HINDLEY, son of Hugh de 
Hindley, took the lands of Peasfalong, an<! is called Adam de 
Peasfalong in some charters. Married Beatrix, daughter and 
co-heir of Gilbert de Culcheth. 

RICHARD CULCHETH, the younger, son and heir of 
Richard Fitz Hugh de Hindley and Margaret Culcheth, mar
ried Cecilia, daughter of Hugh de Hindley. 21 Ed. 1. 

JOHN, son of Adam Fitz Hugh de Hindley, from whom 
whom descended as is supposed Hindley of Hindley. A seal 
of Hugh de Hindley, 6 Henry VII, exluoits a "Hind lodged" 
with foliage behind it. Married Beatri."t, daughter of Adam 
Fitz Hugh de Hindley. 

GILBERT J. RIC. DE CULCHETH, son of Richard Cul
cheth and Cecilia de Hindley of Culcheth and Hindley. Dead 
m 1858. Married first Alice, daughter of Sir Geoff de War
burton, County Chester. Married second, Cecilia, daughter 
of Ric. Brashaigh. Remarried to Hugh de W orkesley before 
1858. Living 1869. 

RICHARD, son of Richard Culcheth and wife Cecilia, 1860. 

ROBERT J. RIC. DE CULCHETH, son of Richard Cul
cheth and wife Cecilia. Married Ellen, daughter of J obn de 
Sale, 1855. 

HUGH DE CULCHETH, son of Richard Culcheth and 
wife Cecilia.. (A quo. Culcheth of Abram?) 

GILBERT DE CULCHETH, son and heir of Gilbert and 
his wife Alice, married Joan, daughter of Adam de Kenyon, 
1845~ 

JOHN FITZ GILBERT, son of Gilbert and second wife 
Cecilia. -- 1845. 

WILLIAM J. GILBERT, son of Gilbert and Cecilia. 
1845. 
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GILBERT J. GILBERT DE CULCHETH, son of Gilbert 
and Joan, aged 19 in 1865, when be publicly acknowledges bis 
marriage in the church at Manchester. Dead in 140!. Mar
ried Katherine, daughter of Tho. de Bothe of Barton. Living 
1420. 

THURSTAN FITZ GILBERT DE CULCHETH, 1S7S, 
1420, son of Gilbert J. Gilbert de Culcbeth and wife Kather
me. Had lands m Culcheth from bis father, 47 Ed. III. Mar
ried first Elizabeth, daughter of John de Holyc:roft; marriage 
settlement dated 47 Ed. III. Married second wife, Kate, 
daughter of John Borth of Barton, his cousin. Living S 
Henry IV, s. p. 

THOMAS FITZ GILBERT, son of Gilbert J. Gilbert de 
Culcbeth and Katherine de Culcbeth, 1420. Heir to bis father. 
Married .Alice, daughter of Adam Hulton; 8 Hen. V. He mar
ried secondly Katherine (Anderton), 9 Hen. VI. 

NICHOLAS, son of Gilbert, 1420~ 

HENRY, son of Gilbert, 1420. 

NCHOLAS DE CULCHETH, Rector of Est. Bridge ford, 
1476, son of Thomas Fitz Gilbert de Culcbeth and wife Alice. 

OLIVER CULCHETH, ESQ., brother and heir of Nich
olas and hen: to his nephew Randolph. Died before 151!. 
Son of Thomas Fitz Gilbert and Alice de Culchetb. Married 
Douce, daughter of Gilbert Langton, esq. Afterwards mar
ried to James Strangewaies. Both living in 1551. 

GILBERT, son of Thos. de Culcheth. Dead in 1495. Mar
ried Agnes --. Remarried to Ralph Langton before 1495. 

GEOFFREY CULCHETH, 1477, son of Thomas Fitz Gil
bert and Alice de Culcbeth. Married Jennet, daughter of 
Robert Hindley. 

VIOLENTIA, daughter of Thomas Fitz Gilbert and Alice 
de Culcbeth. 
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GILBERT CULCHETH, ESQ., son and heir of Oliver and 
Douce Culcheth, bom circa. 1495. On Sept. 5, 1515, he ga.ve 
bond with Robert Langley and Robert Langton of Lowe Es• 
quires, to Sir Wm. Leyland, Knt., to perform the covenants 
of marriage in an indentnre between himself and Sir William. 
Married :first wife Margaret, daughter of John Holycroft. 
She was his wife in 1526. Married second wife Jane, daughter 
and co-heir of Guy Green of Naburn, County York. She was 
dead in 15SS. By her he had lands in Nahum and in the city 
of York. She does not appear to have left issue by him. 

GEORGE, son of Oliver and Douce Culcheth, 1572. 

JOHN CULCHETH of Culcheth, gent. Dead in 1476. 
Son of Gilbert and Agnes de Culcheth. Married Parnell or 
Petronilla, daughter of Hammond Masey of Ri."d:on, County 
Lancaster. She remarried to Robert Kirkham. 

. RANDOLPH CULCHETH, son of Gilbert and Agnes de 
Culcheth, heir to Oliver Anderton, 1476, ob. s. p., his uncle 
Oliver Culcheth succeeding as his heir. 

ELLEN, daughter of Geoffrey and Jennet and wife of Ed-
ward Lever. 

ISABELLA, daughter of John and Parnell Culcheth. 

AGNES, 1499, daughter of John and Parnell Culcheth. 

JOHN CULCHETH of Culcheth, esq., son and heir of Gil-
bert and Jane. Died 1594. Married Cecilia, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Southeworth of Samlesbury, Knt. Remarried to 
Thomas Clifton of Westby, esq. 

MARGARET, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 
Married to Geoffrey Zolybrande of Peele, gent. 

ELIZABETH, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 
Married to Roger Leber of Bolton, gent. 

HELEN, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 

.ALICE, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 
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ANNE, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 

CLEMENCE, daughter of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 

GILBERT, second son of Gilbert Culcheth and Margaret. 
The W"llDoick reg. records in 1604 the burial of a wife of Mr. 
Gilbert Culcheth, and his own burial in 1605. 

JOHN CULCHETH of Culcheth, esq., "son of John and 
Cecilia Culcheth. Died 24 Sept. l Car. I, 1624. Married 
Maude, daughter of John Poole of Poole, in W"u-ra.Il, County 
Chester, esq. 

THOMAS, son of John and Cecilia Culcheth. Ob. s. p. 

GILBERT, son of John and Cecilia Culcheth. Ob. s. p. 

MARY, daughter of John and Cecilia Culcheth. Married 
to John Wrineston of West Leigh, County Lancaster. He 
died 1682. 

JOHN CULCHETH of Culcheth, esq., son of John and 
Maude Culcheth. Baptized at Newchurch, Dec. 10, 1599. 
Died July 17, 1640. • Seized in tail male of the manors of 
Culcheth and Hindley and of lands there and in Ince. Ing. p. m. 
17, Cor. L Married Jane or Christian, daughter of John 
Hawarden of Fennel St. in Farnworth, County Lancaster, in 
1618. Marriage agreement in which she is called Christian 
dated 8 Aug., ! Jae. L 

JOHN CULCHETH, ESQ., son of John and Jane or Chris
tian, died of the wounds which he received in the wars fighting 
on the side of the King, 1647. 

THOMAS CULCHETH of Culcheth, esq., second son of 
John and Jane or Christian, baptized at Newchurch, May 5, 
1628. .Aged 86 in 1664. Will dated Feb., 1688. Buried in 
his chapel at W°llDoick in linen, Dec. 20, 1688. Married .Anne, 

""The family was much harrassed and severely fined by tlie Republican 
party during the Rebellion and for some years reduced to dependency 
upon their friends but recovered some of their property at the Restora
tion." 
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daughter of James Bradshaigh of Haigh, esq., and sister of 
Sir Roger Bradshaigh, Knt. Buried. at.WJJJ1oick, March 17, 
1707. . 

CHARLES, third son of John and Jane or Christian Cul
cheth, a priest, baptized. at Newchurch, April 11, 1681. 

GILBF.RT, fourth son of John and Jane or Christian Cul
cheth. Ob. infans. 

WILLIAM, fifth sori of John and Jane or Christian Cul
cheth, a priest. 

MARY, daughter of John and Jane or Christian Culcheth, 
baptized at New Church, April 28, 1688. Died unmarried. 
Buried. at Wimoick, Feb. iO, 1660. 

CATHE8INE, daughter of John and Jane or Christian 
Calcheth, wife of Wm. Chorley of Chorley. He died., 1661. 

FRANCISCA, daughter of Thomas and Anne Culcheth, 
baptized. at WJJJ1oick, Jan. 12, 1657-8. "A Nun at Pontoise." 
Died., 1717, aged 59. 

ANNIE, second daughter of Thomas and 1~ (:;,,lcheth. 
Baptized. at WJJJ1oick, April 6, 1661. Marri..d ~ Richard 
Stanley of Eccleston, esq. 

CATHARINE, third daughter of Thomas and Anne Cul
cheth. Baptized at WJJJ1ock, Aug. 19, 1668. Married. in 1688 
to John Treft"ord, of Croston, esq. She inherited. the estate on 
the death of her nephew, Thomas, and conveyed them to her 
husband. The estates are now the property of Thomas El
lames Withington, esq., having been purchased by his father. 

JORN CULCHETH esq., oldest son of Thomas and Anne 
Culcheth. Baptized at WJJJ1oick, Oct. 8, 1650, aged. 18, in 
1664. Buried at WJJJ1oick, Feb. 4, 1681-2. Married Mary, 
daughter of Hugh Dicconson of 'Wrightington, esq. Buried 
at Wlllloick,· Dec. 9, 1741. 

THOMAS, second son of Thomas and Anne Culcheth, a. 

priest. Baptizd at Wlllloick, April 15, 1654. 
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JAMES, third son of Thomas and Anne Culcheth, a priest. 
Baptized at 'W"lllloick, Dec. S, 1666. 

JANE, daughter of Thomas and Anne Culcheth. Bap
tized at 'W"lllloick, Oct. !6, 166!. 

MARY STANISBAW, daughter of Thomas and Anne 
Culcheth. Baptized at W°lllloick, Dec. 8, 1654!. A Nun at 
Pontoise. Died, 1704!. 

THOMAS CULCHETH, ESQ., living 1725, son of John 
and Mary Culcheth. Died s. p. and buried at W°lDloick, Oct. 8, 
174"!, when the estate passed to his aunt, Catherine. His 
seal has upon it the arms. . Quarterly l and 4, A. Griffin 
Segreant ! and S, an eagle preying upon a child. 

Married Mrs. Ann, wife of Mr. Thos. Culcheth, esq., of Cul-
cheth. Buried July 16, 1747 {Wlllloick register). 

JOHN, son of John and Mary Culcheth. 

ANNE, daughter of John and Mary Culcheth. 

l\1RS. 1\:1.ARY CULCHETH of Hindley, buried at W°lDloick, 
April 7, 1669. 

GEOFFREY CULCHETH witnesses the signatures to a 

deed, Dec. 16, 1700. 

In the cemetery at Bruges is a grey marble monument hav
ing the following inscriptions: " This stone was erected by 
Mary .Ann Culcheth as a tnoute of respect and esteem to the 
memory of her late husband, John Culcheth, esq., la.te of Liver
pool, who departed this life at Bruges the !9th of January, 
1845, aged 44 years." 

This entry and sever&! others of the Culcheth family are 
not entered as baptisms in the W°lllloick register, but as 
" Births under th~ Newe Act." · 

Vol IL New Series. Jliacellaae Ge'Malogica et'Heraldica. J. J. Howard. 
pages 209 to 213. 



'RISLEYS· OF i.MIDDLESEXSHIRE, 

ENGLAND 

From " Genealogical Gleanmgs in England" by Waters 
(VoL I, p. 761): 

Will of John DeRisley of Stepney, Middlese.~ Shipwright, 
2 June, 1684, proved 19 January, 1684. 

And my will and lilll'.ld is that the ~ce of my said free 
hold lands etc, which are to be made upon the said composition 
shall be taken in the names of my son, Ting, and of Mr. Syse 
and Gibbs and others according to a book and directions 
~y drawn by my counsel to the uses specified in this, my 
will, I make the said Frances, my -wife, sole executri.~ and my 
friends, Thomas Wright of Ipswich and my brother, Robert 
Risley, overseer. 

From Vol II, page 1428, of "Genealogical Gleanings in 
England": 

Will of William Burrowes of High Ho1bome, Middlesex, 
Yoeman, 1 August, 1620, provt:d 27th January, 1620. 

Threescore pounds now remaining in the hands of Thomas 
Risley and Arthur Bromfield, esq., being steward to the Right 
Honorable Henry, Earl of Southampton. 

From a "History and Antiquities of the County of Buck
ingham," compiled by George Lipscourt in 1847, VoL ill: 

"In an inquest taken at Aylesbury, 2 Aug., 1605, it is 
stated (page 1) that William Risley esq., died, seized of the 
manor of Barton Hartshorn, the Rectory of the church; the 
Manor of Chetwood the advowson of Vicarage and the Rectory 
of the church of Chetwood and so forth; till these tenures 
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being holden of the King in Capite by the fourth part of a 
Kings fee." 

In another inquest at Aylsbury, 28 August, (4 Car I) it 
is stated that Paul Risley, esq., died seized of the Manor of 
Chetwood and Barton Hartshorn and the Rectory and advow-

Chetwoocl Risley Chapel; erected 1100 A- :o. 

son of the same which was holden by the King in Capite by 
the twentieth part of a King's fee. 

A 11.ECOBJ> OF nARltIAGES 

"Mr. Tobias Chancey and Mrs. Elizabeth Risley, 1587." 
"William 0:trey and Jane Risley, 1602." 
"Mr. George Pudsey and .Ane Risley, 1624." 
"Ralph Holt esq., and Susan Risley, 1659." 
"Margaret, daughter of John and Christine Risley," 1662. 
"Ionchet Chetwood esq., eldest son. of John Chetwood and 

the Lady Mary, his wife, baptized at Wnnoick, in Berks, 6th 
Aug., 1700." 

llIJr.THS .O-» :BAPTIS¥S 

" Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Ric. Chetwood, 11 Sept., 
1588. 

Ann, daughter of Paul Risley, 1598. 
Peter, son of Paul Risley, 1607. 
John, son of Mr. Rev. Chetwood, 1615. 
Thomas, son of Mr. Rev. Chetwood, 1620. 
John, son of Mr. Thomas Risley, 1686. 
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Knight, son of Mr. Valentine Chetwood and Mary, his wife, 
28th Oct., 1650." 

B11ll,LU.8 

"Jane, wife of William Risley, 1584. 
Mr. John Chetwood, 17 Aug., lo86. 
Mr. Wm. Risley,. 4t Feb. 1602. 
The Lady Chetwood, 24 Feb., 1618. 
Mr. Paul Risley, 7 April, 1626. 
Mrs. Susan (Risley) Holt, 21 March, 1660. 
Thomas Risley, esq., 22 April, 1671. 
John Risley, esq., 27 . March, 1672." 
The record states that in the " old church " the " South 

Cross Aisle " was ''taken into the adjoining house of Mr. 
Risley the patron, 1582." 



RISLEYS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 
ENGLAND 

From '' Bakers History of Northamptonshire," 1822: 
On page 62 is a genealogy of "Risleys " as recorded in 

"Pitsford" in the Doomsday Book." (1088). 
It is stated that "Pitsford" is a Saxon word derived from 

"pitt " and " pong." The title is: 
"Hanton Risley and Shucksburg of Pitsford" (1845). 

The estate was divided in 1552 by act of Parliament VI Ed
ward 6." 

Arm: Hanton or on a bend sable: Cotized gules. three 
Mullets .Argent: 

Arms: Risley Argent a fess azure between Crescent gules. 
Arms: Shucksburg sable, a Cheveron between three Mul

lets Argent. 

" John Risley is first in this genealogical line" and " Will
iam Risley is the last in this line and is the William Risley in 
the Chetwood line in Buckinghamshire." 

For "Risley of Cbetwood" see Volume VII of " The 
Genealogist " pp ll!45-246. 

"Miscellanea Genealogica H'eraldica," by J. J. Howard, 
VoL ID New Series: 

"Risleys of Risley, Co. Lancaster, pp. !75 to 27'1. 
(" This list is very complete and shows a seal of «Richard" 

a minor. The Risleys belong to the Nobility in England. 
Every Knight was required to be a Lord.) 
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THE 
DESCENDANTS OF RICHARD RISLEY 

FffiST GENERATION 

1 RICHARD RISLEY is believed to have descended from 
the Lancastersbire, England, Risleys previously mentioned in 
this work. All the evidence now at hand indicates Norse 
origin of the name Risley. They were lords and knights in 
the 12th Century in England; the early name in English 
Genealogy of "Rolf" is a distinctive Norse name. T~ey no 
doubt emigrated from Norway into Normandy, France; in 
the 8th century. Tl:'! name "Risle" indicated a creek in 
Normandy, near wl:.,.,re the Monastery of Bech was located; 
there the Normans esu..~lished a great seat of learning, where 
the Duke of Normandy was first to be touched by the new 
faith. Every approach to the monastery was crowded with 
pilgrims; monasteries multiplied in the forest glades, Kings 
sought shelter from the turmoil of the times in a little valley 
surrounded with woods of ash and elm through which a brook 
or brooklet runs down to the " Risle." By adding the final 
"y" to this name we have Risley. The appearance of 
the name Risley in the early years of the 12th century in 
England, in which titles of distinction were bome by members 
of the Risley family, is indisputable evidence that they found 
their way from Normandy, France, to England with, or fol
lowed William the Conqueror, who vacated and set aside nearly 
all landed titles granted by Saxon and Danish kings and gave 
their estates to his " Norman " followers. The Risleys are of 
Norman descent. 

In the Colonial records the name is erroneously spelled, Rest
ley, Rysley, Rissley, Rizley, Risla, W'°JSla, W1&ley. These vn.r
ious modes . of spelling related to the same person whose mune 
is spelled in the inventory of his estate, Riseley and ·Risley, 
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and the last spelling of this name was used by three generations 
of his descendants with & single exception. 

In lineage he was & Norman. In religion & Puritan. Born 
probably in Oxon, County La.ncastershire, England, prior to 
1615, he emigrated to Massachussetts Bay Colony, Boston, 
S&iling from Downs in the ship" Griffin" July 15th, 1688, in 
company with Rev. Thomas Hooker, Rev. Wm. Stone, Rev. 
John Cotton and the Hon. John Haynes. The la.tter Gov
ernor of Massachussetts Bay Colony in the years 1684-5, and 
of the Connecticut Colony in 1689-1641, 1648, 1645', 1649 
and 1658. The ship " Griffin" brought from England many 
of Hooker's church in Braintree, numbering more than a: hun
dred persons. The vessel landed in Boston Harbor, S~t. 4, 
1688. Hooker and his associates located in Newtown (now 
Cambridge,) Mass., where a church had been previously erected 
to accomodate the new comers. Hooker was ordained pastor 
of the new church and Wm. Stone as teacher Oct. 25, 1688. 
The little colony thus planted was surrounded by the trouble
some conditions which seriously aff'ected the entire popula.tion 
of Massachusetts Bay and Salem Colonies, there being a 
struggle between the church and Civil Magistrates and the 
people which resulted in the election of John Haynes &S 

Governor, in 1684. 
Hooker and his parishioners seemed not to have taken part 

in the struggle; his followers. obtained permission of the Gen
eral Court to remove to .the Connecticut Valley in the winter 
of 1686. 

On May Sl, 1686, the entire company turned their backs 
on the M&&sachusetts Bay Colony, leaving behind nothing to 
be desired and betook themselves through & trackless wilder
ness, on foot to the locality now occupied by the city of Hart
ford, reaching their destination in about & month. A treaty 
was . consummated with the Indians for a tract of land em
braced in the present city of Hartford and the adjoining 
towns of East Manchester and East and West Hartford. The 
title of this land was taken by Mr. Samuel Stone and Mr. Wm. 
Goodwin &S trustees for this Colony. 
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Richard Risley1 with the Hooker Company, was one of the 
original founders of the Commonwealth of Connecticut. Each 
male member of the Colony was given about two and one-half 
acres of the above tract of land and the balance was held in 
common. This division was made in what .is now the center 
of Hartford city. By the terms of the division each man was 
required to build a house on his land within a year or forfeit his 
portion of the land to the colony. 

In the book of distnoution of property in Hartford it is 
stated: "Samuel Wrislea, son of Richard Wrislea, bap. Nov. 
1, 1645 .. Richard Risla bap. Aug. 2, 1648." These baptisms 
occurred in the First Church of Hartford. Richard and Mary, 
his wife, lived on the east of the " Great River." 

October, 1648, Richard, sr., died at Hockanum, leaving his 
wife and three cbildren surviving. December 7, 1648, an in
ventory· of his estate, amounting to 155£ 5s. lOd., was filed 
in court. · 

The land allotted to Richard ·Risley, on which he built a 
house, was located on-the south side of the Little River, on 
the westerly side of a road running from George Steele's Mill 
on Little River south to the Great Swamp. This is supposed 
to be the. street, which now l'tlI1S through the park, east of the 
present Capitol of Connecticut and forms -Lafayette Street, 
south of the Capitol grounds.. At-. the first angle in that street 
is believed to be the location of Richard Risley's house and lot. 

In May, 1657, Richard with the other ablebodied men of the 
Colony, forty in number, under the command of Major John 
Mason of Wmdsor, accompanied by men from Wethersfield and 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, were forced to make war on the 
Pequot Indians at Groton, where the tn~ was substantially 
annihilated. 

On January 14, 1658 (0. S.), Richard participated in the 
adoption of the "Fundamental Order," the first written Con
stitution known to history. 

He is known to have owned his share of the undivided lands 
of the Colony and also the following lands, which had been di
vided and set a.part to him, viz: 



36 THE DESCENDANTS OP' JIICHAJU> :BISLEY 

" One parcell, on which his dwelling house now standeth with 
yards and gardens beinge, contayninge by estimacon two acres 
and three rods (more or less) abbuttinge on the highway lead
inge from Georg Steels to the Great Swampe on the East and 
on Wm. Holtons land on the west and on Will. Andrews land on 
the south and on John Pierces land on the north. 

" One parcell of upland contayneing by estimacon two acres 
and three rods ( more or less) abbuttinge on the highway lead
ing from Georg Steels to the Great Swampe on the east, and 
on the land now common cailed Rocky Hill on the west, and on 
the highway leading from the Towne over Rocky Hill toward 
the west, on t1c north and on Giles Smiths land on · the ~outh. 

" One parcell lyeing on the east side of the Great River con
tayneing by estimation four acres (more or less) abuttinge on 
the Great River on the west, and on Thomas Alcots land on 
the east and on Thomas Bunses land on the north and on John 
Moris' land on the south. 

(A parcell stricken out here -- Transcnl>er). 
" One parcell, which be received of William Holton, con

tayneing by estimation four acres be it more or less abutting 
on (sic) land belongeing to ye sayde Richard Rislea for a house 
lot on the east and on Wm. Blumfieldes land on the west and 
on the south and on John Barnides land on the north. 

" One parcell of upland contayneing by estimation two acres 
and one roode (be it more or less) which he received in ex
change for a psiII contayneing by estimation two acres and 
three roodes which psill now so exchanged abutteth on Georg 
Steeles land on· the east and on John Bayses land on the west 
and.on the highway leadding frome the Towne to Rock Hill 
on the north." · 

Richard Risley was married about 1640 to Mary --, who 
was probably bom in England. 

After the death of her husband, Richard, she became the 
second or third wife. of Will Hill (Hills), who was also one of 
the landed proprietors of Hartfor :I. He lived at Hockanum, 
on the east side of the "Great River," and was possessed of 
some military talent. On May !8, 1658, the General Court 
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passed the following act, which constitutes the first corporate 
recognition of the territory east of the Great River. It reads 
as follows: 

" The inhabitants on , the east side of the Great River are 
exempt from training with the towns on the west side this pres
ent time and are to meet on the east side as Will Hill (Hills) 
shall appoint, and train there together, and so continue on 
their training day until the court talces further order; and 
Will Hill (Hills) is to return the names of those who do not 
meet according appointment, as notice shall be given them." 

This act of the General Court was never repealed until the 
incorporation of the town of Glastonbury in 1690, and the 
town of East Hartford in l 794~ , 

The date of the death of Mary Risley Hill is probably prior 
to 1680. 

The proof of the marriage of Mary with· Mr. Hill (Hills) 
is found in the inventory of Richard Risley's estate and the 
book of distnoution in the Hartford clerk's office, p. 219, it 
is recorded that on Feb. 26, 1680, Thomas Bunse bought land 
of Wm. Hill in Podunk Swamp; whlch formerly belonged .to 
Richard Risley and came to said Hill by right of his wife Mary, 
" relict of said Risley." The land was a part of the early 
undivided lands belonging to Richard Risley and others of 
Hartford. 

Richard and Mary Risley had three children: 
1 ·-. 

S SAJro.EL. 
4 RICRAJIJ). 

Who after Richard's death were reared in the fami1y of 
Wm. Hill, who married Mary Risley. 



SECOND GENERATION 

2 SARAH RISLF'Y (Richar,P'), born 1641. 
Nothing positive is known of Sara.h. It is sapposed, how

ever, that she married a Haynes of East Hartford. 

S S;AMUEL IL;:;LEY (Richard1), born Nov. 1, 1645, died 
July 8, 1670. 

At the time of his death be was a resident of the northerly 
portion of Glastonbury known then, as now, as Naubuck. It 
is supposed that Samuei never married. The General Court 
m&de him a freeman in 1668. Inventory of~ estate filed show
ing 29£. 4s. 10d. taken by Nathaniel Willet and Niccols Si
born. Court Records page 10~ 1st Sept., 1670. Creditors 
to meet 2nd Wednesday in Nov. next. Nov. 9th, 1670, court 
granted Thomas Edwards administration on the estate and be 
was directed to pay debts so far as the estate would go. In 
the inventory it appears that Samuel owed his brother Richard 
a debt. No mention is m&de of a widow or children. The court 
granted Thomas Edwards a discharge. (See Court Records 
Hartford pages 102-104). 

4 RICHARD RISLEY (Rickard1), born August~ 1648. 
Married prior to 1668 probably when be and his wife were 
" admitted to full communion in the Yll'St Church of Hart
ford." In 1685 there is a record there, that three of their chil
dren were baptized in this church. Under date of May, 1687, 
it appears they had children baptized whose names are obli
terated. The following appears in the bapismal record: 
"Child to Richard Risley: Mary dt.ugbter to Richard Risley 
baptized April !3rd, 1698: Hannah (Anna or Anner), baptized 
April ·12th, 1695." 

The defective church record and the interim of time between 
marriage and birth and baptism records may be explained by 
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the fact that Richard and wife lived on the east side of the 
" Great River," south of the Hockanum river both of which 
rivers must be crossed by boats. The Highway between Hart
ford and East Hartford had not been constructed and the 
roadway parallel to the east side of the river was hardly opened. 

Richard was a man of some prominence in Hockanum for 
more than three quarters of a century, owing a large amount 
of real estate on which houses and farm buildings were erected. 
He was made a freeman by the General Court in 1669. He was 
elected "fence viewer" for the east side December 81st, 1687, 
again Dec. 21st, 169!; Dec. !7th, 1694; Dec. !6th, 1695, 
Dec. !3rd, 1697. 

In the Connecticut town records the name is spelled in various 
ways. 

Richard was a descendant of one of the original proprietors 
of the undivided lands east of the Great River. On July 5th, 
1781, the grant contained 4,428 acres; commissioners were 
chosen to make division of 1805 acres of this land. Richard 
was granted in this division lot ·No. 78 in the second tier of 
lots beginning at Wmdsor. Following are the bounds of this 
lot:" 77 to George Knight bounded • • • south upon Richard 
Risley." "78 to Richard Risley, bounded north upon George 
Knight and south upon Arthur Smith." 

"79 to Arthur Smith bounded north upon Richard Risley." 
The land records of Hartford show that Richard owned the 

following other real estate east of the River: 
"One parcell of land, which he bought of Mr. John Crow, 

being upland lyeing on the east side of Connecticut River and 
contains about SS0 acres be it more or less. It being one mile 
and a half in length and 110 rods in breadth and is abutted 
east on the Comons, and west on the sd. Mr. Crowes land and 
north on land belonging to Mr. Wm. Westwoods heirs, and 
south on land belonging to Mr. Giles Hamlin as appears by his 
deed dated the 6th day of June, 1682, and the 14th of Janu
ary, 1685, acknowledged before John Allen. Assist." 

"One parcell of land, which he bought of Nathaniel Willet 
as administrator to the estate of Jeremy Adams lyeing on the 
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east side of Connecticut river, wbich is all tha.t piece or parcell 
of land, which did belong to the said Jeremy Adams, lyeing 
at a place comonly called Hockanum (except 10 .acres of the 
west end of the said land, which was by the sayd Jeremy Ad
ams engaged unto his late wife, Rebekah Adams, her natural 
life) and after her decease, during the reversion thereof to be 
and belong to the sayd Ri~ Risley, the whole containing 
by estimation .!52 acres be it more or less abutting on H~ 
kanum meadow on the west, on the Comons on the east, and is 
three miles in length on Mr. Tho. W clls his land on the north 
and on land :now belonging to Joseph Hills on the south, 
which formerly was G~ry Wmtertons as appears by. his 
deed dated 29th of Feb., · 1688, and acknowledged the 8th of 
March. 1688-4, before John Tallcot, Assist." 

The two parcells above are recorded Jan. 14, 1684. 
"Whereas their hath been a controversy between Samu~ 

W clls and Richard Risley both of Hartford. in the Colony of 
Coi:mecticut respecting a dividing line between the lands of 
said W clls and Risley on which their dwelling houses now stand 
at Hockanwn in said Hartford." 

" One parccll of upland partt whereof he bought of Richard 
Wrislea and another part he bought of Wm. Holton and an
other part he bought of. Ralph Keeler . and another part of 
Hinnery Wackla containing by estimation 41 acres be it more 
or less abutting on John Halles land sinor. on the south and 
on George Hubberd.s land on the north and on the byway on 
the east and on the west." 

"One pa:rcell land of which he bought of Ricbard.,Rizley, 
lyeing on the east side of Connecticut River, containing by 
estimation Sl acres and l rod, and is 100 rod north and south 
and fifty rod east and west, and the east lyne runs north and 
south 100 rods from the east end of sayd Gaines cowyard or 
stak yard, and abuts on the sayd Rizleys land on the east, and 
on the south and on the west, and on land sometimes Mr. West
W':.ods on the north as appears by his deed, da.led Feb. 11th, 
1687, signed and sealed by said Richard Rizley and acknowl.:. 
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edged before John Allyn one of the Councill the same day, and 
recorded Feb. 14th, 1687." 

(Page 275). 
. "One parcell lyeing by Hockanum river, containing by esti

mation SO acres, be it more or less, pt. whereof be bought of 
John Moda and another. pt. of John Halles and another pt. of 
Richard Wrisla and another pt. of James Coll, abutting on a 
byway on the east, and.on Hockanum river on the west, and 
on the devident lyne between the south · and north side on . the 
north." 

"One certain piece or parcell of upland situate lying and 
being within the township of Hartford and on the east side 
of the Great River and is 6 acres by measure, which six acres 
of upland lyetb on the west side of a parceil of upland that the 
sayd John Bidwell bought of Edmund Oneal and joyneth to it 
and abutts east upon it a:.J the abovesayd. Six acres of up
land abutts south on land of Phillip Smith, north upon land 
belon.:,<>'ing to heirs of John Fo,;bs, and west upon my own land 
and shall go so far west from· the lands of John Bid-well that 
be bought of Edmund Oneal as shall m&'ke six aaes and no 
more." 

" One measure or tract of land situate lyeing and being_ in 
Hartford on ye east side of Connecticut river butted and 
bounded as followeth: North on James Forbs, south on land 
belonging to Phillip S~tb and John Di~en, and partly on my 
own land, and east on land belonging to Thomas Spencer and 
Daniel _Bigelow and west on Dan'l Gaines being 120 rods from 
west to east at least, and being 61 rods from north to. south." 

" One certain piece or parcell of land lyeing and Being in 
the town of Hartford aforesayd being 15 Rodds in b~th. 
from north to south and 11 OD the east side of the Great River 
butting on Daniel Gaines bis land west north and east, on sayd 
James Forbs own land and south on sayd Richard Ris1ey's 
land for him the sayd James Forbs." 

Richard is named in the Will of Thomas Burnham Oct. 11th, 
1688, (Vol V., p. 87-8). 



4! THE DESCENDANTS OJI' BlCKAJU> lUIILEY 

Richard was named as one of the overseers in the will of 
William Hills Dec., 1698, (Vol V., p. 168-170). 

Richard was & witness to the will of Phillip Moore, sr., 16th 
of April, 1698, (Vol V, p. 207-8). 

Richard ga.ve & mortgage to Sarah Haynes, widow and gave 
& deed of the same property to Mary Haynes who was the wife 
of Deacon John Haynes of the First Church of East Hartford. 

Richard on March 16th, 1716, gave & deed to Jeremiah 
Risley, in which he descnoes himself as " senior." 

(Sec. 1 Hartford Probate Record (Mannwaring) p. 70-
81 ). 
-,::-The name of Richard's wife has not been discovered. 

Their children were, dates and order of births being un-
known. 

5. John. 
6. Samuel 
7. Thomas; d. in New Jersey; no issue, sec. will. 
8. Nathaniel. . 
9. JONATKAN. 

10. RJ:cRAJtD, JL 
11. JEJtJ!:HIAll:. 
12. CHAJlLES; DO children known. 
IS. MAJty; baptized April 28, 1693 (nothing known). 
14. !Lum.AR (.Al."NA o& Amra&), baptized April 12th, 

1695. 



THIRD GENERATION 

5 JOHN RISLEY (Richard2, Richartl.1), married Mary 
.Arnold, who survived him. He was made a freeman and became 
a fence viewer in Hockanum in 1698; he was rate collector for 
the First Church of East Hartford for several years and oper
ated a ferry, which took members of the church, living east of 
the Hockanum river to the house of worship, for which the 
church at c:lliferent intervals paid him sums of money. 

RicharcP deeded lands in East Hartford to his son John 
Risley as follows: " One certain piece of parcell of land situate 
lying and being in the limits of the town of Hartford aforesaid 
on the east side of the great river at a place commonly called 
Hoccanum and is sixteen rods in width next the highway and 
so to ran east that width to the three mile End, which parcell 
of land is bounded east the undivided land west on a highway 
south on land belonging to the said Richard Risley north with 
land of Mr. Samuel Wells." 

(Entered Hartford Land Records Apr. 18th, 1718, Vol 
2, p. 195). 

John died November, 1755, leaving a will, dated January, 
1758, which was admitted to Probate in Hartford September 
2nd, 1755. 

Timothy was appointed his father's executor. This will was 
witnessed by Jonathan Hills, his brother, Jonathan Risley, 
and Richard Risley, son of Samuel. 

In November, 1755, an inventory of this estate was recorded 
in Book l't, p. 198, of the Hartford Probate Records. The 
following is a copy of his will: 

"I, John Risley, of Hartford, in the County of Hartford, 
and Colony of Connecticut in New England, being well in 
health and of sound mind and memory, make and ordain this 
instrument to be my.Last Will, Revoking all former Wills by 
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me made. My will is that my just debts and funeral Expenses 
be well and truly paid and discharged by my Executor here
after mentioned. 
IT.EK-I will give unto Mary my Well Beloved W"ife the one 
third part of all my Moveable Estate to be her own forever and 
at her Dispose and the one Third Part of all my Real Estate 
during her life. 
IT.EK-I give unto my Son John Ria'ley the sum of Ten Pounds 
old Tennor Money to be Paid by my Executor. · 
!TEX-I give unto my dmr,ghter Eli::abeth the sum of Ten 
Pounds old Tennor Money to be paid by my Executor. 
IT.EK-I give unto my Daughter Hamuil,, the sum. of Ten 
Pounds old Tennor Money to be paid by my Executor. 
ITEX-:-I give unto my dmr,ghter Mabel the sum of Ten Pounds 
old Tennor Money to be paid by my Executor. 
iTEX-I give unto my Daughter Tlumkful the sum of Ten 
Pounds old Tenor Money to be paid by my Executor. 
IDK=--I give unto my Daughter Martha· the sum of Ten 
Pounds old Tennor Money to be paid-by my Executor. 
!DK-I give unto my Son Tsmothy -all the l'eIDainder of my 
estate both Real and Personal wheresoever and whatsoever to be 
his own forever and at his own Dispose. I do hereby appoint 
my Son Timothy to be my Executor to.this my last will. 

Dated in Hartford January the --A. D. 1758: 
Signed, Sealed, Published and Declared 

to be my Will: 
;In the Presents of- us 
Jonathan Hills, 
Jonathan Risley, Joim R.lsLEY (seal). 
Richard Risley. 
He left the following children: 

15 JoBN, jr., m. Hannah Keeney. 
16 ELIZABETH, m. McCleve. 
17 HAl."NAK, m. Van Sant. 
18 :MABEL. m. Webster. 
19 ~ m. Deming. 
20 ::MAJtTKA. m. Eelmore. 
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21 TmoTHY, died about 1777, and left his estate to his 
brother and sisters. 

6 SAMUEL RISLEY. (RichartP, RicharcP), married Re
becca G&:ines August 1, 1704, (Hartford Book of Distnoutions ). 
Died 1756 in Glastonbury. His will was admitted to -Probate 
April 6, 1756. He was made a "Freeman " prior to Decem
ber 28, 1708. He was chosen a Fenceviewer for the Hoclca
num district of-Hartford at the election of December 28~ 1708; 
again on December 16, rt07, and again on December l~ 1712. 

In 1718 he moved into the town of Glastonbury where he 
lived and died. He deeded land in this town' to his son Samuel. 
The Glastonbury historian says: "Risley," "Wrisley" this 
name is a contraction of "Wriothesley" a name_ in the English 
peerage also pronounced" Risley." 

Thomas was named as Executor of his father's will. 
· Richard .deeded lands to his " son Samuel " as follows: " Two 

pieces or parcells of land situate lying and being on the east 
side of Connecticnt River in the town ~f Hartford aforesaid. 
One parcell of said land is lying at a place commonly ealled 
Hoc:canum containing by estimation eleven acres be the 
land .more or less founded east on the ~t or high
way west on the meadow north with the land of :Mr. Samuel 
Wells south on my own land to be fifteen rods at the east end 
next to the street in width and so to continue that width to the 
west end of said lott with a dwelling house erected upon the 
said land also more, one parcell of land lying or being part of 
the land that I bought of John Crow deceased; butted north on 
land of Jeremiah Risley as may apear by a deed from his 
father and to begin as far west as the said Jeremiah Risley's 
land and there butts _west on my own land south on land of 
Thomas Spencer, east on common or undivided land." 

Deed dated March S, 1716-7. Recorded March 28, 1719. 
Vol S, p. 228. 

Following is a copy of Samuel Risley's will: " In the name of 
God Amen this. 9th day of May, 175!!, I, Samuel Risley of 
Glastonbury being, of a disposing mind and memory (thro' 
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God's Goodness) do make and ordain this to be my last will 
and Testament as follows: My mind and will is that my just 
debts and funeral charges be first paid out of my moveable 
Estate. 

I give and bequeath to my. Beloved Wife Rebecca one hun
dred and :fifty pounds out of my moveable Estate old Tennor 
and also ye free use and improvement of ye one half of my 
dwelling house and cellar and three acres. of land by said house 
as long as she shall Remain my widow. 

I give and bequeaith to my son Samuel Risley ye sum of ten 
pounds old Tennor out of my moveable Esta.te. 

I give and bequeath to my 2nd soD Richard. Risley one hun
dred and :fifty pounds old Tennor money. 

I give and bequeath to my 4th son Job Risley the sum of 
one hundred and :fifty pounds old Tennor Money. 

I give and bequeath to my Srd son David Risley bis heirs 
and assigns forever the one half of the Lott of land whereon 
he DOW dwells in Hartford on. the south side including in ye 
five acres of land and dwelling house, which I gave him before, 
the said David paying to my Executors hereafter mentioned 
ye sum of one hunderd and fifty pounds old Tennor. 

I give and bequeath to my son Oliver Risley bis heirs and 
assigns forever the other half of my Lott of land, lying in 
Hartford aforesaid on the south side· being about :fifty acres, 
he paying to my said Executors ye sum of one hundred pounds 
old Tennor money. 

I give and bequeath to my youngest son Thomas Risley and 
to his heirs and assigns forever all that Lott of land and build
ings whereon I now dwell and all the rest of my Estate both 
real and personal whatsoever, he paying to my daughter Re
becca Loveland ye sum of fifty pounds old Tennor money and 
also to my daughter Ruth Hollister the sum of fifty pounds old 
Tennor money and also to my daughter Sarah Risley the sum 
of two hundred and :fifty pounds old Tennor money, and also 
to my grand daughter Abigal Risley ye sum of :fifty pounds 
old Tennor money. And I do ordain and appoint my said son 
Thomas Risley to be sole Executor to this my Last Will and 
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Testament and do publish, pronounce and declare this instru
ment to be my Last Will and Testament. 

SAJCOEL R!sr.EY (seal). 
In presence of 
John Wells •. 
Jonathan Wells. 
Mary Wells." 

Samuel and Rebecca's children were: 
22 SAJCCTEL, .n. 
28 RxcRAJIJ). 
!4 DAVlD-

X 
His mark. 

!5 JoB, mar. 1st Mary, dau. of Ephraim Bidwell, Oct. 
17, 1741, d. April 15, 174!; mar. !d Beriah, dau. 
of Jos. Fox, July 8, 174!, and had 11 children. 

!6 OLIVElt. . . 

!7 Txo:M:AS, mar. Elizabeth, dau. of Wm. Burnham, 
July 15, 1749; had. 5 children. 

!8 REBECCA, mar. Loveland. 
!9 RUTH, mar. Hollister. 
SO SAJtAK. 

7 THOMAS RISLEY (Richard\ Ric'harilf) 
Prior to December 19, 1710, he was made a "Freeman" at 

the same time he was chosen " Hay-ward" for Hocca.num 
Meadows, these meadows being common property and the hay 
was distnouted to the land proprietors. He was also Col
lector for East Hartford Church 1706. (Established 1700.) 
Prior to 17!!6 he went with his brothers Richard, jr., and Jere
miah, to Gloucester Co., N. J. He purchased land with his 
brother Richard, jr., and others, June 9, 17!6. 

On December 5, 1740, Thomas made a will which was ad
mitted to probate and recorded in the office of Secretary of 
State, New Jersey, June 4, 1746. No evidence of his marriage 
He 'Willed to his "brother John Risley of Hartford in Ne:w 
England froe shillings, eu,rrent Zmt,fuJ, 'IIUJ'lle'!I of .America." He 
then bequeathed to his " Brother Richard Risley's son, Rich-
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a.rd Risley," and to his "Brother Richard Risley's son Peter 
Risley." Particular attention is called to ·the remainder of 
the bequests in this will. 

The following is a copy of Thomas Risley's will: 
" I, Thomas Risley of Great Eggbarbour, in the County of 

Gloucester, in the western division of the Province of New 
Jersey, yeoman,.do make and declare this my .last will and 
Testament, in manner and form following, that is to say touch~ 
ing my worldly estate after my just debts and funeral expenses 
are paid out of my Personal estate, I Give and Bequeath to 
my BrotheT John Riiley of Hartford in Nea, England five 
shillings current lawful money of America. 
IT:Dl-1 give and bequeath to my Brother Richard Risley's 
son Richard Risley and to his heirs and assigns forever all 
that parl of my Tract of land that lyes between John Coven
hoven and my brother Richard Risley's land. to be bounded as 
follows: Beginning at John Covenhoven south eastermost 
comer by the Bay and to Run Thence by the Bay northeast
erly bounding on the Bay twenty one chains and then from 
the first mentioned John Covenhoven south eastermost comer 
by the Bay it runs then North Westerly Bounding on the said 
John Covenhoven's meadow and upland one hundred chains to. 
a little creek. called the Back Creek that runs into Absequan 
Creek, then it is bounded by the several courses of the said 
Back Creek North Easterly and on a strait line nine chains 
and then to run in a Strait line to the end of the Twenty one 
chains first extended by the Bay containing one hundred and 
fifty acres of land and meadow be the same more or less. 
ITEM-I give and bequeath to my Brother ~chard Risley's son· 
Peter Risley and to his heirs and assigns forever one moyety 
and half part of the Remaining part of my land and Meadow 
and is Situated and bounded as follows: 

Beginning at the end of the Twenty one chains from the 
said John Covenboven South Eastermost Comer on the Bay 
which is the front of the Meadow that I give your Brother 
Richard Risley and from his Comer along the Bay. north east-
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erly aoumling on the Bay so far as then Rwming a Strait Line 
up to the Edge of the upland and then along the Edge of the 
upland to the land given to his Brother Richard Risley then 
BoUJJding by the Same to ye place of Beginning excluding ·. 
half of the aforesaid remaining part· of· my· meadow and the 
upland is lying on the north east side of the Jand that I give 
your brother Richard Risley and adjoining to it and Begin- · 
ning where his line enters into the woods and>then to bound 
by the same line up into the woods so far as then RUJJning a 
strait line across that Part of my land to .my Brother Richard 
Risleys land Then to :Bound by the same down to the edge of ·. 
the meadow and then along the edge of the meadow to the 
first pla~ of Beginning to Enclude half of the aforesaid re
m"\ining part of my land. 
IT:Elll-I give and bequeath to my Brother Richard• Risleys 
son Thomas Risley and to his heirs and assigns forever all the 
Residue of my aforesaid tract of land and my further Will 
and mind .is tna.t I doe 'hereby :Give, order and appoint that 
my Brother · Richard Risleys Sons Peter and Thomas Risley 
in Considera~on of my said land so as •aforesaid to them 
Given and Bequeathed shall each and every of them well and 
Truly pay or cause to be payed to my Brother Richard Ris
leys Daughter Sara.b Risley the Sum of two pounds and ten 
shillings lawful CU1TeDt money of America and that at or be
fore such time as she shall attain to the age of twenty one 
years • 
. ITEX-1 give and Bequeath to my :Brother Richard Ris1eys 
youngest Daughter Rebecca Risley my bed and furniture. 
ITEK-I Give and Bequeath to my aforesaid Brother Rich
ard Risley's son Richard Risley all the Residue of my estate 
and I do nominate and appoint my _Brother Richard Risleys 
son Richard Risley E.""Cecutor of this my Last Will and Tes
tament hereby revoking and making null and void all other 
wills and bequeaths heretofore made Ratifying and· Confirming 
this and no other to b~ my last Will and Testament. 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal 



50 THE DESCENDANTS OJ!' :BlCRAlll) JI.ISLEY 

this twenty-fifth day of December in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and Forty. 

TxollUS Rm.:eY {seal). 

Signed, Sealed, Published and Declared by the Testator in 
the presence of us 

Japhet Leeds 
Richard Philpotts 
Japhet Leeds Jr." 

Be it Remembered that on the fourth day of June Ano 
Dom. 1746 Before me John Ladd Surrogate of the County 
of Gloucester Japhet Leeds one of the witnesses to the within 
written Will who on his Solemn affirmation according to Law 
did declare and affirm that he S.!'-w Thomas Risley the testator 
therein named Sign and Seal the same and heard him pro
nounce, publish and Declare the within written instrument to 
be his last Will and Testament and that at the doing thereof 
the said Tesi...tc::.- ";;"!IS of sound· and Disposing 'Mind, Memory 
and understanding to the Best of his knowledge and Belief 
and that at the same time Richard Philpotts and Japhet 
Leeds Junr. the other Subscnoing Witnesses were present and 
Subscnoed their names as Witnesses to the within Will together 
with this Deponent in presence of the Said Testator. 

JAPHET !.EEDS. 

Affirmed at Great Eggharbour in the County of Glouces
ter the day and year aforesaid Before me 

JoJD, LAD» Surrogate. 

Be it Remembered that the Last Will and Testament of 
Thomas Risley being duly proved as abovesaid Probate and 
Letters Testament.ary were granted by his E::s:celiency Jona
than Belcher Esq. Governor of the Province of New Jersey 
Etc. unto Richard Risley the E::s:ecutor in the said Will Named 
he being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God well and Truly to Perform the Said Will and E::s:luoit a 
true and Perfect Inventory and Render a Just account when 
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thereunto Lawfully required. Given under the Prerogative 
Seal of the said Province at Burlington the twenty seventh 
day of May A. D. 1748. 

CHAS. READ Regr. 
Thomas apparently died without issue. 

8 NATHANIEL RISLEY, M. D. (RichartP, Richarrl!-), 
married Elizabeth --. 

Richard: deeded lands to his "son Nathaniel." as follows: 
" One piece of upland with a Dwelling House and Orchard 

and Abutts South and West on the lands of David Hills, 
north with land of Jonathan Risley, east upon ye Countrey 
Highway be it more or less as to number of acres, Also one 
piece of upland that Lyeth on ye east side of ye Countrey 
Highway over against ye school house and Abutts south upon 
land belonging to the heirs of the late Jonathan Hills dec'd. 
North with ye land of Jonathan Risley; west upon ye Coun
trey Highway east upon common or undivided lands be it 
more or ·1ess as to number of- acres. Also one piece of 
upland and in part of a lotte that was formerly Mr. 
Crows and which I bought of him and Abutts west with Mr. 
Crows Land or ye land belonging to his heirs North upon 
Forbes his lands east with· ye lands of John Bidwell and 
South with land belonging to ye heirs of Phillip Smith De
ceased, that is to say all my interest in ye last mentioned 
pieces of land that I have not disposed of also one Fourth 
part of my interest in the undivided lands." 

(Deed dated Oct. 19, 1728. Recorded Oct. 1, 1780. Book 
5, p. 246.) 

Richard2 deeded lands to his "son Nathaniel" as follows: 
" One piece or parcell of land Situate lying and being on 

the east side of Connecticut River in the Township of Hart
ford aforesaid. Which parcell of land is lying at a place 
Commonly called Hoccanum. Bounded West on the mead
ows North on land of my Son John Risley South on my own 
land East on Common or undivided land to be 10 rods in 
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width a.t the West End a.nd to continue tha.t width forty 
rods a.nd then to be 15 rods in width a.nd so to continue tha.t 
width to the bighwa.y o~ country roa.d a.nd on the Ea.st Side 
of the highway to be fourteen rods a.nd a. half in width a.nd 
so to continue that width to the Ea.st End of the Three Mile 
Lotts for him my Son J ona.tha.n Risley." 

{Deed dated 21 November, 1782.) 

Richard Risley granter and Subscn"ber hereof personally 
a.ppea.red in Wethersfield Jan'y 12th· da.y 1720-21 and ac
knowledged ye above written Instrument to be his free act 
and deed before me. 

DAVID GooDWIN, Justice Peace. 
Richard signed his name by a " X." 
(Recorded Nov. 28, 1741, Vol 6, p. 448.) 

Nathaniel made a wt11 dated Sept. 8, 1741, which wa.s ad
mitted to Probate Dec. 1, 1741 (Book 18, p. 108 Probate 
Record). The witnesses to the will were Jonathan Hills, 
Joseph Bidwell and his brother Jonathan Risley. The Pro
bate records descnoe him a.s "Doctor." The Inventory shows 
he left a considerable estate to his wife and cln1dren. 

The following is a copy of Nathaniel Risley's M. D. will: 
"In the Name of God Amen this twenty eighth day of 

Sepetmber, 1741-I, Nathaniel Risley of Hart.Zprd and Col
ony of Connecticut, New England being sick but through 
Gods goodness of sound mind and memory taking to mind 
that it is appointed for all men once to die-do make and 
ordain this my last Will and Testament:-

Hereby Revoking all former Wills by me heretofore made-
That is to Say I resine my Sole into the hands of God that 
gave it to me and my Body to the earth in Hopes of a Glo
rious Resurrection at the La.st Qay through Merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ My Redeemer and as Touching such 
worldly goods where with it hath pleased God to Bless me 
with in this my la.st Will I give and dispose of in the follow
ing manner: 
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My Will is that my just debts and funeral expenses be well 
and Truly paid and Discharged by my Executor hereafter 
mentioned. 

I give unto my well beloved wife fifty pounds as money out 
of my monable estate at Inventory prisce to be her own for
ever and at her own dispose and all so the improvement of one 
third part o[ all my Real and personal estate so long as re
maining my wid.!:> and in case my three daughters hereafter 
mentioned Depart this life before they arrive to the age of 
Eighteen years my Will is that my well Beloved Wife Eliza
beth Risley have the use and improvement of all my Estate 
both Real and personal so long as remaining my widdo. 

· My Will is I leave in the hands of my well Beloved wife 
twenty pounds personal estate to be disposed of and to Eliza
beth Bigallow now living with me if she faithfully serves out 
her time and my said wife See cause to dispose of the same 
to her. 

My W;ill is that my Executor here after mentioned shall 
carefully dispose of fifty pounds:·of my Estate in Schooling 
my three daughters here after mentioned in instructing them 
in Reading and Righting. 

I give and confirm all my remaining Estate boath Real and 
personal to my three Daughters Elizabeth, Zervia, and De
borah to be Equally divided between them to be their own 
forever and at their own dispose and lastly I doe hereby ap
point and ordain my well beloved wife Elizabeth Risley to be 
my Executor to this my Last Will and Testament. 

In witness hereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal 
this day year above mentioned. 

In the presence of us 
Jonathan :Frills 
Jonathan l:usley 
Joseph Bidwell." 

Their children were: 
81 EI.IZADETH. 

NATXANIEL RlsLEY (seal). 
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82 ZnVIA. 
ss DEBOJI.AlL 

9 JONATHAN RISLEY (RichartP, Richard'-), marned 
Dorothy --, and died August, 1762. 

He was school commissioner several years. He died intei.
tate. Administration Proceedings were taken in Probate 
Court. An Inventory of his estate was filed in Probate Court 
showing he left considerable property. 

(Book 19, p. 85, Probate Records.) 
"At a Court of Probate held at Hartford for the district 

of Hartford, January 21, 1768, on account of the adminis
tration of the estate of Jonathan Risley late of Hartford, 
deceased, was now exluoited in Court, Moses Risley adminis
trator by which account he had paid in debts and charges the 
sum of £8, 18s. which amount the Court allows Also that said 
Administrator now moves this Court for an order of distri
bution whereupon this Court appointed Sam'l Wells, David 
Hills and Jonathan Wells of Hartford or any two of them to 
make a disposition of said estate viz: Dorothy, widow of the 
said deceased, one third part of the estate when the debts and 
charges are subtracted therefrom, to be her own property and 
one third of the lands and buildings of the said deceased for 
her during life, and to Moses Risley, eldest son of the de
ceased, a double share of the remaining estate, and to Na
thaniel, Richard, Joshua and Rebecca Risley children of the 
said deceased to such of them as such estate allows after tak
ing what they have been already paid as part of their pro
portion and share of said estate and make returns thereof to 
this Court." (Book 19, p. 491.) 

Afterwards other proceedings were had in Probate Court, 
February 9, 1765. It was decreed as follows: 

"After amount of debts and charges the estate of Jona
than Risley late of Hartford deceased, exluoited by Moses and 
Nathaniel RisJey, Administrators by which they had been 
paid £8, Ss, Sd. which is allowed: Also that said adminis-
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trators now exlnoit a description of said estate under the 
hands of .David Hills, Samuel Wells and John Wells distrib
uted by this Court which distribution this Court agrees and 
orders is to be kept on file." (Book 19, p. 1!8.) 

Deeds of conveyance of the real estate were made between 
the mother and the children with the e.,:ception of Richard, 
who do~ not appear to have joined in the conveyances. Dor
othy may have been the second wife of Jonathan. In the 
East Hartford Cemetery (established in 111or there is a. 

headstone which states: "Abigail wife of Jonathan Risley 
died May 18th 1750 in her forty seventh year." (The ear
liest church records now extant in the Yll'St Church of East 
Hartford is 1745.) 

Their children were: 
M MOSES. 
85 NAnLUo"IEL. 

86 RicHAJtD ( a soldier of the Revolutionary War in 
Col Jemson's Dragoons of N. Y., who captured 
Major Andre.) 

87 JOSHUA (or JEJ1:crSHA). 
88 REBECCA (married Caleb Benjamin). 

10 RICHARD RISLEY, JR. (Richara-, Richartl'-), mar
ried Esther, of East Hartford. 

He emigrated from Hartford ~th his brothers Thomas 
and Jeremiah to the township of Eggharbour, County of 
Gloucester, on the Sound or Bay of Absecon Creek, N. J. 

John Rudd deeded lands in Gloucester Co., N~ J., to Rich
ard and Thomas Risley and others as follows: 

"Whereas there is a certain tract or parcell of land Situ
ate in the county of Gloucester in New Jersey on the sea 
coast on a certain island called Absecon Beach surveyed by 
John Worlidge for Thomas Rudd and duly Returned and 
Recorded, in the Surveyor Generals office by Thomas G&l'di
ner Surveyor General being four hundred acres and something 
more as by draught and Certificate thereof appears and lyes 
on the north east end of said Beach by the sea the Sound and 



56 '1'HE DESCENDANTS OJ' BlCBAllJ> BJSLEY 

Absecon Inlet and being about seven hundred perches in length 
more or less." 

" Richard Risley eleven eighty third parts, Thomas Risley 
six eighty third parts and two-third parts of one eighty-third 
part." 

"Note, Richard Risley hath eleven parts." (Recorded in 
office of the Secretary of State at Trenton, N. J., in Liber P. 
W. J. Deeds-p. 29.) 

He made his will dated May 2, 1787. He died prior to 
June 17, 1740. On that date his will was admitted to probate 
and is now on record in the Secretary of th1! State's office, 
Trenton, N. J. 

The following is a copy of Richard's will: 
"In the name of God amen, the second day of May, in 

the year of Our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and tbirty
seven, I Richard Risley, senior, of the township of Egghar
bour, in the County of Gloucester, in the Province· of New 
Jersey, Yoeman being of perfect mind and memory, thanks 
be given unto God, therefore calling unto mind the mortality 
of my body and knowing that it is appointed for all men 
once to die do make and ordain this my -last Will and Testa
ment that is to say principally and firs~ of all I give and 
recommend to God that give it, and my body I recommend 
to the Earth, to be buried in decent Christian burial at the 
discretion of my executri.-,;:. N otbing doubting, but at the 
General Ressurrection I shall receive the same again by the 
Mighty power of God, and as touching such worldly estate 
wherewith it hath pleased God to Bless me with this life, I 
give demise and dispose of the same in the following manner 
and form. 

htPJUMIS--1 give and bequeath unto my two sons, Peter 
Risley and Thomas Risley, the land whereon I now live con
taining three hundred acres of up land and meadow. Begin
ing at the line that divides my son Richard's plantation 
and so from thence down to the Sound or Bay of Absecon 
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Creek to be equally divided between them, both the upland 
meadow shall be so equally divided that the one half shall be 
equal to the other half, both in quantity and value, only that 
my son, Tbos. Risley, shall have that part joining to the 
house together with the dwelling house and other improve
ments about it as far as the Kings road and then as much 
of the remainder of that tract as will make it equal in value 
and quantity and each of the said divisions so made as afo're
said, I do give unto them severally (viz) the one Equal to my 
son Peter Risley and the Equal half to my son Thomas Ris
ley by them freely to be possessed and enjoyed by them and 
their heirs forever. 

ITEM-I give and bequeath all the rest of my land such as 
Cedar Swamps and Beeches ( except a piece o.f land con
taining about Ten acres lying at the head of Absecon Creek, 
which I give to my son, Peter, and to my son, Thomas, to be 
Equally divided between them and. their heirs forever and all 
other out lands, I give and bequeath unto my three sons, 
Peter Risley and Thomas Risley to be equally divided among 
them to be freely possessed and enjoyed by them and their 
heirs forever. 

ITEM-I give and bequeath unto my fi\"e daughters, Mary, 
Jemimah, Esther, Sarah and Rebecca (viz) after all my just 
Debts are paid to be Equally divided among them two thirds 
of all my moveable estate Equally divided in value. 

ITEM-I give Will and Bequeath unto My Beloved Wife 
Esther Risley the use of all my movable estate during Widow 
Hood, but if she shall marry that then she shall have one 
third part of my movable estate to her own proper use and 
beboof and the other two thirds shall be equally divided 
amongst my Daughters as aforesaid and lastly I constitute, 
make and ordain My Dearly Beloved Wife to be my Execu-
1:Iu of this, my Last Will and Testament and hereby utterly 
disallow revoke and disan»ull all and every other Testaments, 
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~ Legacies· and Bequests and Executors by me in any 
ways before named, Ra:t:ifying and Confirming this to be my 
last Wiiil and Testament. 

In Witness Whereof I hereto set my hand and Seal this 
da.y and year a.hove written. 

Rl:CllAllJ> RISLEY (Seal). 
Signed, Sealed published pronounced and decla.red by the 

sa.id Richard Risley at his la.st Will and Testament in· the 
presence of the Subscribers. 

Frederick Steelman, 
John Conover. 
David Lindsey." 

Be it Remembered that on the 17th June A. D., 1740, per
sonally ca.me and appeared before me, Joseph Rose, Surro
gate, John Conover one of the Witnesses to the Within Written 
Will being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God 
did depose that he was present and sa.w the within named 
Richard Risley sign and seal and hes.rd him publish, pro
nounce and decla.re the within written instrument to be his 
La.st Will and Testament and that at the sa.me time the 
Testator was of sound mind memory and understanding to 
the best of his knowledge and belief and that at the sa.me 
time Frederick Steelman and David Lindsley the two other 
subscnoing witnesses as witnesses to the same in the presence 
of the Testator. 

Sworn before me the day and year abovesa.id. 
JOSEPH RoSE, Surrogate. 

Be It Remembered that the last Will and Testament of 
Richard Risley deceased having been proved as aforesaid 
Probate and Letters Testamentary were granted by his Ex
cellency Lewis Morris esq. Governor of New Jersey etc. unto 
Esther Risley sole E:s:ecutrix in the sa.id Testament named 
being duly affirmed well and truly to perform the sa.id Will, to 
e."tlnoit a true and perfect inventory and render a just account 
when lawfully required. Given under the prerogative Seal of 
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the said province at Burin the .seventeenth day of June, A. D., 
1740." 

.AJtcm,. HoJL."ra, Regr. Ac. 

Their children were: 
89 RICHA1U>, Jr. 
40 Txo:MAS. 
41 PETER. 
42 MAJty. 
48 Jl!:MDlA. 
44 Esnm. 
45 SA.KAH. 
46 REBECCA. 

11 JEREMIAH RISLEY (Richarir-, Richard1) 
It is not certain that Jeremiah is a son of Richard. He 

may have been a son of Samuel Risley. 
Richard Risley2 on March 16, 1716, executed a deed in 

which he descnl>ed himself as " Richard Risley Senior " to 
Jeremiah Risley deeding lands as follows:-

" One mess:uage or tract of land situate lying and being 
in Hartford, on the East Side of the Connecticut Ri'\"er, 
butted and bounded as follows, west on Richard Risley Senior, 
or the North Curt path that goes across Stony Brook and 
on James Forbes land North and .East on the Common land 
and South on Richard Risley, being forty-three rods in 
width." 

(The Deed is dated Mar. 16, 1716-17 and signed "Rich
ard Wrisle." Recorded April~. 171'.1, in Vol S, p. 107.) 

No mention is made in the deed of the relationship of these 
parties. Richard's name is signed to this deed "Wrisle," 
probably the copyists error in recording as the usual spelling 
is maintained through the body of the deed " Risley." 

Jeremiah emigrated to Gloucester Co., N. J., where he 
died prior to 1796. Sept. S, 1796, letters of Administration 
were issued on his estate to Natha.mel Risley. These letters re
main on record in Secretary of State's office in Trenton, N. J. 
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It would appear from the letters that they were issued some 
years after his death or he lived to a great age. 

It is probable that Nathaniel was his son. 
Between August 17, 1760 and 1772 lands were conveyed 

in Gloucester County, N. J., to Richard and Samuel. 
Grants of land were made between 1765 and 1774 by Peter, 

Richard and wife, Richard Jr., Richard Sr., Richard and wife 
and Samuel. 

These deeds remain of record in Trenton, N. J., 
The Risleys in New Jersey, Southern Pennsylvania and 

Maryland are descendants of Richard and Jeremiah. 
Po..sibly some of them descended from Samuel a later 

generation of Hartford Risleys. J eremiab Risley · m. Dinah 
Gale, of New Jersey. 

Their children: 
47 SilroEL. 
48 'SA11.AX, b. Mar. S, 1784; m. Read, d. June 4, 1796. 
49 JEltDlIAH, JJL, b. Dec. 14; m. Margaret Doughty. 

12 CHARLES RISLEY (Rich.a.rd'\ Ricko.rt11.) 
In the church records of East Hartford and in the History 

of East Hartford by Hon. J. O. Goodwin it is stated that 
Charles was Collector in 1710. If this is true be must have 
been a son of Richard or of Samuel. No grandson of Richard 
could have been of proper age for the office of Collector in 1710. 

Charles Risley to9k and gave title of lands in Glastonbury, 
in 1758. (Glastonbury Land Records, Vol ID.) 

IS MARY RISLEY (Rickard?, Ricko.rt11.) 
Nothing definitely is known of her except her baptismal 

record in the First Church of Hartford. 

14 HANNAH RISLEY (Anna or Anner} (Rickard\ Rich
art11), baptized April 12, 1695; married Sargt. James Brainerd 
Dec. 28, 1717; died May 7, 17'72, aged 77 years. 

Sargt. James Brainerd was a son of Deacon James Brain
erd and Deborah Dudley. He was bom in Haddam, Conn., 
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March, 1696-7. His wife's name is spelt "Anner Risley." 
There is little or no doubt that she was the daughter of Rich
ard Risley. Their children were: 

50 BENJAmN, b. April 19, 1718. 
51 JEDEDIAX, b. August 9, 1720. 
52 REBECCA. b. August 15, 1722. 
58 JAMES. b. July 9, 1725. 
54 H.u."NAK, b. Sept. S, 1728. 
55 Du»LEY, b. Nov. 4, 1782. 
56 OZIAS, b. Feb. 16, 1785; d. April 22, 1789. 
57 JoNATHA.-.., b. Dec. 16, 1786. 
58 OZIAS, b. Feb. 22, 1789; d. Sept. 19, 1748. 

(See Brainerd Genealogy). 



FOURTH GENERATION 

15 JOHN RISLEY, JR. (Jomn•, Richartl.2, Richard'), b. 
--; d.--; m. Hannah Keeney, daughter of Joseph Keeney 
and wife Hannah, who was daughter of Joseph Hills, Glaston
bury. John Risley's will was presented for Probate Dec. 2, 
1777, dated Nov. 7, 1777, and mentioned wife (not named) 
and children. 

Children: 
59 Jom. Srd, m. .Anna Burnham; d. Feb. 4, 1810 wife, 

April, 1806. 
60 BENJ.ut:IN. 

61 JoNATHA......-, m. Sarah McLeod; b. 1741; d. 1776. 
62 SAJLAX, m. Roberts. 
68 l\Lu!.Y, m. Abbey. 
64 HA.""NAX, m. Deming. 
65 Jomro.A.. 

16 ELIZABETH (John•, Richartl.2, Ricka:rtl!-), married 
McCleve. 

17 HANNAH (John8
, RickartP, Richartl!-), married Mr. 

Van Sant. 

18 MABEL (John!, RichartP, Richartl!-), married Mr. Web
ster a descendant of John Webster, who was Lieutenant Gov
ernor and Governor in 1655, 1656, 1657. 

19 ~ (John3
, Richard':, Richartl!-), married Mr. 

Deming, a descendant of John Deming of Weathersfield. 

:!O MARTHA (JohnS, RichartT-, Richartl!-), married Mr. 
Elmore. 

21 TIMOTHY (J~hn1
, Rickard', Richartl!-), died 1777. 
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!2 SAMUEL RISLEY (Samu.e7J, Richartl2, Ricl&m'tl2), b. 
April 29, 1705; died Glastonbury; b'uried Eastbury; m. 

Children: 
66 JOB. 
67 Txo:w.s. 
68 AllIGAIL, m. Edward Churchill. 
69 S.All.All, m. Nathaniel Loomis. 
70 JONATHAN (?) 
71 CJ1AJtLES ( ?) 

~,J .. NS;rµRD RISLEY (Sa1mf1f, Ricl&m'iP, Richard'), 
b.:.:-·- Glastonbury, Ct.; d.,--·Bolton, Conn.; m. Hannah 
Smith, Sept. 24, 1729, Glasonbury, Conn. 

Children: 
72 GRESRAM 

78 BEN.l'AMIN, b. Feb. 29, 17441; m. Sally Smi .............. 
Mrs. Eunice Gra.nt Pomeroy. May have been other 
children. 

25 JOB RISLEY (S~, RichariP, Rickard'), b. --, 
1714, Glastonbury, Conn.; d. --. , 1798; m. 1st, Mary Bid
well; d. Apr. 15', 1742; m. 2nd, Beriah Fox; b. --, 1721; 
d. July 9, 1811. 

Children 2nd marriage: 
74 JoB, jr., b. Mar. 8, 1748. 
75 Rzu»EN, b. June 5, 174'5. 
76 BEN.l'AMIN, b. Sept. 26, 1747. 
77 BERIAX, b. Nov. 21, 1749. 
78 NoAX, b. Nov. 21, 1752. 
79 MARY, b. June SO, 1754. 
80 ESTHER, b. Mar. 5, 1756. 
81 S.AM'tT.EL, b. Oct. !!I, 1759,. 
82 GEORGE, b. Mar. 21, 1762. 
88 JOSEPH, b. July 80, 1765. 
84 AllIGAIL, b. --. 

Dates from Glastonbury book of births, marriages and 
deaths, page 87. For distnoution of estate see Hartford Pro
bate records, 1797, Book 25, p. !!02. 
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Job Risley was a soldier of the .American Revolution 1777. 
Born, lived, died and was buried in Glastonbury• Conn. Job 
Risley received deeds of land from his brother Thos. Risley, 
1758, Vol VI, p. l'TT, Glastonbury Records. J:ob Risley 
deeded lands to _L Mosely 1758, Vol VI, p. 11!!. Job Risley 
received deed of lands from Richard Chamberlain 1758, Vol 
VI, p. 177. 

84 MOSES RISLEY (JO'IUJtlum3
, Ric"liartr, Rickard2-), 

b. --, 1727; d. April 1:, 1748; m. Mary Fox (?), b. --. 
1728; d. N-ov. 14, 1808. 

Both buried in Hockanum Cemetery E. Hartford, Conn. 
Children: 

85 MAJty, b. Feb. 5, 1749; m. Mr. Hills. 
86 TxANxFuL, b. May 6, 1750; m. Joseph Smith. 
87 MOSES, b. Dec. 28, 1751; died young. 
88 MoSES 2nd, b. Nov. 26, 1752.. 
89 AliIGAIL, b. Jan. 19, 1755; m. Daniel Brewer. 
90 ELuAX, b. Dec. 25, 1756. 
91 ELISx.A, b. Jan. 20, 1760 •. 
92 ALLEN, b. Feb. 6, 1768. 
98 Mn.DWELL, b. Nov. 25, 1764; m. Eli Risley, living 

1759. 
94 DAVID, b. Nov. 25, 1766. 

85 NATHANIEL RISLEY (JO'IUJtkan3
, Rickarir, Rich

ara!-), b. --, 1729(?); d.. --; m. Dorothy. 
Children: 

95 JONA~, b. Oct. 17, 1749. 
96 NA~'"IEL, b. Jan. 19, 1752.. 
97 Ui-."XAR11IED so~, b. Nov. 8, 1754. 
98 Rll'Tll, b. Jan. 22, 1754. 
99 JEJtUSHA, b. Apr. 27, 1760. 

100 HULDAK, b. May 19, 1762. 
101 WARD, b. July 8, 1764. 
102 JEREMY, b. Nov. SO, 1766. 
105 GEoJtGE, b. May 28, 1769. 
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S6 RICHARD RISLEY (Jonatl&an', Richara-, Richard'-), 
b. --, 1781 (?); soldier of American Revolution; m. --. 

Children: 
104 Ri:ClLUII, jr., b. Aug. 4, 1754; soldier of Revolu

tion. 
105 SoLOKON ( ?), b. July 27, 1779. 

87 JOSHUA RISLEY (Jonathan1
, Richara-, Richard'-), 

b.--;m.--. 
Children, baptized in East Hartford church: 

106 :H.il."N.m, baptized Oct. 16, 1768. 
107 CoKP'O:&T, baptized Dec. 10, 1769. 
108 JomuA, baptized Aug. 16, 1772. 
109 TD!:oTXY, baptized Aug. S, 1777. 
110 .Am.-E, baptized May 14, 1779. 
111 Mn.Ls, baptized May 25, 1784. 
112 NoJWAND, baptized June 25, 1786. 

38 REBECCA RISLEY (Jonathan1
, Richarir, Richard'-), 

b. --; d. --; m. Caleb Benjamin. 

44 ESTHER RISLEY (Richard', Richara-, Richard'-), m. 
John Somers Feb. 9,'1747; b .. Dec. SO, 1728, Atlantic City, 
N. J. He was a Revolutionary soldier. 

Children: 
118 Tuo:nus SolllERS, m. Alice. 
114 JAXES SolllERS, b. Jan. 25, 1745; m. Hannah; d. 

--, 1781. 
115 Jom: So111ERS, b. Aug. !7, 1759; m. Hannah Mc

Lean, b. June !9, 1789, Phila.; d. June 10, 1816. 
116 DAVIl> SolllERS, m. 1st Judith Scull, 2nd Rebecca. 
117 ESTBEJt Sol\lERS, b. Oct. 28, 1770; d. Sept. 9, 1846, 

Ohio; m. John Roberts Sept. 25, 1789; b. May 5, 
1767. 

118 .AllIGAIL Sol\lERS, m. Samuel Risley. 
119 PoLLY Som:u, m. March, 1779, Joseph Ireland. 
120 DlttJZELLA. So::inms, m. Apr. 4, 1784, Elijah Smith. 
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49 JEREMIAH RISLEY (Jer,miaJ,.•, Richard2, Richarcl1), 
b. -; m. Margaret Doughty. Married, lived and died in 
New Juaey. 

Children: 
121 NATHANIEL, b. Mar. 18, 1759; cl.--, 1796. 
122 Mtr.LICENT, b. --, 1761; d. -, 1769. 
128 M.u.Y, b. --, 1766; d. -, 1766. 
lH SAXll'EL, b. --, 17641; d.-, 1764. 
125 EDWIJIJ), b. July 19, 1769; d. Sept. 22, 1841. 
126 S.A.B.AH, b. Dec. 25, 1771 ; m. Thos. Stedman. 
127 (Probably) JoAll, b. about 1779. 
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59 JOHN RISLEY (Jol,m,', Joh:n•, RichariP, Richarrl1), 
b. --; d. Feb. 44, 1810; m. Anna Burnham March 8, 1751 
(?), daughter of Charles Burnham and wife, Dorothy, who was 
daughter of Joseph Keeney and wife, Hannah. His wife, 
Anna, was baptized Mar. 4, l 7SS, and died Apr., 1806. He 
lived in East Hartford and the distnoution of his estate was 
dated April 6, 1811. 

Children: 
128 A1'.-m:, baptized June 29, 1749(?); m. Jones. 
129 Do1toTKY, baptized Oct. 17, 1749(?); m. Stephen 

Porter. 
ISO JoHN, baptized Mar. !, 1752. 
181 AsALD, baptized Sept. 15, 1754; m.; had issue. 
182 MARTHA, baptized May 8, 1756; m. James Morris. 
188 TRYPHlmA, baptized Aug. 12, 1758; m. M!-thew or 

Matthias Treat. 
184 V10LZT, baptized Feb. 14, 1761; m. Daniel Dem

ing. 
185 Lucy, baptized May 20, 1764; m. Elijah Deming. 
186 ELIZAllETH, baptized June 11, 1767; m. Theophilus 

Crane. 
187 CoJWl'O&T, baptized 1769; m. James Porter. 
188 RuSSELL(?), baptized July 28, 1778. 

60 BENJAMIN RISLEY (John, jr.', John•, Richara-, Rich.
arrl1), b. -, East Hartford, Ct.; m. --. 

Children: 
189 T:woTB:Y 1st, baptized May 8, 1752. 
140 M.uY, baptized May 8, 1757. 
141 T:woTKY 2nd, baptized Apr. SO, 1758. 
142 LEVI, baptized July 19, 1760. 
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148 NEHEVI&R, 'baptized Oct. 8, 1762. 
144 SAltAX, baptized Sept. SO, 1764. 
145 CHLOE, baptized Jan. 18, 1767. 
146 Ax.LEN, baptized July SO, 1769. 
147 MlCJU.EL, baptized Aug. 12, 1771. 
148 TE:Eooou:, baptized Oct. 10, 1778; d. Dec. l4,. 

1855. 

67 THOMAS RISLEY (Sa:11me"lf, Samiuif.8, Richartr, Rich
ard1), b. --, 1729(?); d.--; m. Elizabeth Burnham (dau. 
Wm. B. Hartford), July 15, 1749. 

Child: 
149 TB:oXAS, jr. (Said to have had 5 children). It is 

also stated that Ire had in addition, Abigal, m. 
Churchill Edwards; Sarah m. Nathaniel Loomis: 
Jonathan and Charles(?). See "Glastonbury 
Centennial," 1858, p. 99-!00. 

Thomas Risley was a soldier of the American Revolution 
in 1779. (Was it Thos., sr., or Thos., jr.?). 

Thomas Risley deeded lands to Job Risley 1758, VoL ~ 
p. 177, Glastonbury records. 

Charles Risley(?) deeded land to I. Mosely 1'1'58, VoL ~ 
p.111 ib. 

'1'! GRESHAM RISLEY (Richard', Samue'T.8, Richo.rtr, 
Richard''), b. --, 1'1'42, Glastonbury, Conn.; m._ Esther 
Smith; removed to Hanover, New Hampshire. 

Children: 
150 AsA. 
151 HA..--n.AR. 
15! EsTll:E]I.. 
158 ,A,.-m:. 

154 H '!!L1>AR. 
155 ELI.TAX. 
156 MAltTRA. 

78 BENJAMIN RISLEY (Richard', SamueZS, Richo.ra-,. 
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Richaril.1), b. Feb. 29, 1744, Glastonbury, Conn.; d. May U, 
1818. Buried in Oakwood Can., Warren, Ohio, Pease lot; 
m. 1st Sally Smith, Glastonbury, Conn. 

Prior to 1800, Benjamin removed to Rutland, V~ where he 
resided for a time. In 1801 he removed to Saratoga Springs. 
Here, in company with his son-in-law, Gideon Putnam. they 
developed Congress and other Springs and built Congress Hall. 
Later he removed to Warren, Ohio. 

Children of 1st wife: 
157 SALLY, m. -· - Wells. 
158 Do.o"DA, m. Gideon Putnam. 
159 El!."DOCIA, m. Dr. Clement Blakesley. 
160 POLLY, m. Isham Taylor. 
161 BETSEY, m. Dr. John Cleveland. 

M. 2nd, Mrs. Eunice G. Pomeroy, widow of Daniel Pomeroy, 
b. April 5, 1754; d. l\Iar. 14, 1828. Buried in Oal-wood Cem., 
Warren, Ohio. 

Children of 2nd wife: 
162 PmLA, b. June 4, 1780; m. James Lyon, Dec. 25, 

1794; 11 children, 5 sons and 6 daughters. 
168 L&UJtA GB.AJ!,,"r, b. Nov. SO, 1786, Rutland,_ Vt. 
164 NA.~CY PolO!:RoY, b. --; m. Dr. Wm. Lawrence; 

10 children. 

74 JOB RISLEY, jr. (Job', SamiuiP, Richara-, Richaril.1), 
b. 1748 Glastonbury, Conn.; d. May 28, 1786; m. 1st, Miss 
Arnold; 2nd, Mary Webster; b. 1744; d. Dec. 7, 1784. 

Job, jr., was a solclier·of the .American Revolution. Lived, 
died in Glastonbury; buried Hockanum, Ct. 

Children of Job Risley, jr., and Mary Webster: 
165 RUSSELL. 
166 JEHIEL (" Hmx. "), Sea Captain. 
167 Ex.mu (ELISHA), died in infancy. 
168 HoNotra (" Q]!,,-:,."Ell. ") ; m. Elisha Beach, Hartford, 

Conn., Probate Book 25, p. 202. 
169 LUCRETIA ("LuSJtETIA "), m. John Allyn (Allen). 
170 BETSEY (m. Smith A. Miller), m. Ebenezer Smith 
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(See E. Hartford L D. Rec. 1808, Vol 11, p. 28). 
171 PoLLY ("MoLLY»), m. Benj. Roberts. 
17ft Pll.m>EN<:E, m. Elisha Sage; mother of Russell Sage, 

N. Y. 
178 .&."N, m. Vibberts. 

75 REUBEN RISLEY (Job', Samue&', RichartF, Richard'-), 
b. June 5, 1745; d. --, 1811; m. Mercy Miller Apr. 14, 
1768, b. --, 1785; d. June 28, 1817 age 82.. 

Children: 
174 REUBEN, jr., b. 1769. 
175 Mmt<:Y, b. 1771; m. Mr. Turner. 
176 Susm, b. 1778. 
177 WAITE, b. l'i'.75. 
178 JEMIMA, b. 1777. 
179 Roxm, b. 1779. 
180 NoAR, b. 1781. 
181 RoGEll. E., b. 1784. 
182 Co~~-r, b. 1786. 
188 TB.1JXA.";' (1), b. 1788; d. --, 1790. 
184 T:itUMA.";' (2), b. 1790 Sept. 

Reuben Risley was a soldier of the American Revolution in 
1777 ; third corporal under Lieut. Andrus, 6th Co. Conn. 
:Militia, 6th Regt. 

76 BENJAMIN RISLEY (Job', Sa1rwe'L8, Richarir-, Rich
ara'), b. Sept. 26, 1747; d. June IS, 1822; m. Ann Kil
born Nov. 16, 1768; d. Nov. 28, 1819. 

Children: 
185 ELISRA, b. Sept. 24, 1770; d. Jan. 21, ISSI. 
186 lsAAc, b. Oct. 10, 1777. 
187 CHF.sn:x, b. June 5, 1774. 

Benjamin Risley was a soldier of the American Revolution 
in 1777. 

77 BERIAH RISLEY (Job', Sa~, Richara-, Richard'-), 
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b. Nov. 21, 1749, Glastonbury, Conn.; m. Nov. S, 1772, Joshua. 
Webster. 

78 NOAH RISLEY (Job', SamueP, Richartr, Richartl1), 
b. Nov. 21, 1752; d. Dec. 17, 1800; m. Mary, b. --, 1754; 
d. Dec. 1, 1802, aged 48. 

Child: 
188 LYDIA, b. --, 1787; m. Horatio Fish, b. Dec. 26, 

1811. 

80 ESTHER RISLEY (Job', SamueP, Richara-, Richartl1), 
b. March 5, 1756; m. Oct. 24, 1777, Samuel Price, jr. 

81 SAMUEL RISLEY (Job', SamueP, Richartr, Rich
artl1), b. Oct. 21, 1759, Glastonbury; d. April 24, 1887; m. 
Mary (Polly) Huxford May IS, 1781; d. May 6, 1882. 

Children: 
189 FLOl!D."DA, b. Nov. 7, 1782. 
190 Jon, b. May 10, 1784. 
191 LYDIA, b. Feb. 1, 1786. 
192 Cx:EsTEJt, b. Dec. 4, 1787. 
198 SAWJEL, b. Sept. 7, 1789. 
194 PETER HUXFoJtD, b. Dec. 29, 1798. 
195 HoPESTILL, b. Dec. 17, 1795. 
196 PoLLY, b. Sept. 20, 1797. 
197 BATBSREllA BREWSTEll, b. Sept. 20, 1799. 

The above data taken from an old bible in the possession of 
Napoleon Jerome "Wrisley" of Marlborough, Conn.; the 
spelling of surname being "Wrisle." There is no authority 
for changing the spelling as above mentioned, or excuse for 
it. 

82 GEORGE RISLEY (Job', Samue7,8, Richara-, Richard1), 
b. Mar. 21, 1762; d. --; m. Anna, b. 1769; d. June 14, 
1798, aged 24. 

He was a representative in the lower house of the Legisla
ture of Conn. from Glastonbury in 1809, 1820, 1821. 
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88 JOSEPH RISLEY (Job", Samuel·\ '3.ickara=, Ricl,,a.rtl'-), 
b. July SO, 1765, Glastonbury; .!. --; m. Anna. Smith, 
1787. 

Children: 
198 .AllIGAIL, m. Seth Deming. ( ?) 
199 JOSEl'x, JL, m. Hora.tio's widow. 
200 Houno, m. Miss La.throp, died a.t sea., widow m. 

Joseph, Jr. 
201 Trrus, unmarried. 
202 BElllAR, unmarried. 
208 TmzAx, m. -- Willia.ms. 
2M Ju.-y, m. Geo. Ha.le. 

85 MARY RISLEY (Mo,e,•, Jonathan•, Richara-, Ric'h
ar<f-), b. Feb. 5, 1749; m. Mr. Hills, Ea.st Hartford, Conn. 

Children: 
205 NA.~CY, m. -- Willia.ms. 
206 LEONAllJ). 

207 WILLI.Ut H. 
208 .AllIGAIL, m. Geo. Burnham. 
209 CAJtox.o."E, m. Sylvester Ha.vens. 
210 H:EPzmAR, m. Hosea Howard. 
211 F:o."ELA, m. --Webster, d. -; left da.u. Finela., 

wife of Edrid B. Augustus, his son, Loren W. 
Augustus. 

88 MOSES RI.SLEY (Mo,es', JOMthans, Rickara-, Ric'h
artlf), b. Nov. 26, 1752; d. Vienna., N. Y., 1887; in. Ruth 
--, E. Hartford, Conn.; d. Vienna., N. Y., 1804. 

Children: 
212 RUTR, m. John Abbey. 
218 SALLY, m. David Loomis, b. Sept. 16, 1788, Ea.st 

Hartford, Conn. 
214 ELISHA, b. Mar. 24, 1787. 
215 PBILA, d. young. 
216 MAJty, m. Simeon Fox, sailor, family not known. 
217 A.~A. 
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:Lands were deeded to Moses Risley in East Hartford by his 
broth~ Elijah, Allen and Da.'Vid, in 1810. The land wa.s a. 
portion of land willed by Moses, sr., to his wife. The deed 
wa.s acknowledged before Kellogg Hurlburt, Justice of the 
Pea.ce, Whltestown, N. Y., Oct. 11, 1810. The deed recites 
the receipt of one hundred dollars from Moses Risley of Ea.st 
Hartford, Conn. It descnoes the gra.ntors a.s formerly of 
Ea.st Hartford. The will of Moses Risley is da.ted June 26, 
1821, a.nd witnessed by Allen a.nd Da.'Vid Risley, his brothers. 
In this will he mentions the names of his " four beloved chil
dren " a.s given a.hove. 

The deed and will were never recorded or probated. 
Moses Risley served in the Revolutionary War. He moved 

to Vienna., Oneida Co., N. Y., where he died. 

89 ABIGAIL RISLEY (Mo,u', Jonatka.n3
, Riehm-tr, Rich

ard1) (sister of Elijah, Moses, Da.vid a.nd Allen Risley), b. 
Jan. 19, 1755; m. Daniel Brewer, soldier of the Revolution; 
lived and died Ea.st Hartford, Conn. 

Children: 
218 SAXUEL BREWEL 
219 R:emiEN BREWEL 
220 .AllIGAIL BREWEJt, m. James Hills, E. Hartford, 

Conn. 
221 ALLEN BJtEWEJL 
22! BETSEY B:it:EWER, m. Russell Taylor. 
228 DA!,."IEL BREWEJt, .JB.. 
224., GEORGE B:&EWEB.. 
225 Emr.Y B:it:EWER, m. Alvin Vibbert. 
226 Lll'CY BREWEJt, m. Bethia.s Treat. 
227 THA:,,"XFUL BREWER, m. Joseph Smith, Sr. 

90 ELIJAH RISLEY (Mo,es', Jonatka.n•, Riehm-tr, Rich
ard1), b. Dec. 25, 1756; d. 1841; m. Phoebe Bills, b. July 
!4, 1761, Hartford, Conn. 

Elijah wa.s administrator of his father's, Moses, estate. 
He wa.s a. soldier of the Revolution a.nd Sept. !8, 1819, he 
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was enrolled as pensioner, in the New York agency, at the 
rate of $8.00 per month to commence May 16, 1818. He re
moved from East Hartford to Whitestown, (now New Hart
ford, N. Y.,) in 1788. In the Federal census of 1790 the 
name of Elijah and .Allen Risley, his brother, appear in this 
census in Whitestown, N. Y. 

Whitestown at this time embr&eed E.Il trmtory west of a 
line drawn from Ogdensburg to· Pemi;;-jlvania line passing 
through the fort at Fort Schuyler, now Utica. In this terri
tory the census showed 48 families. 

On July 11, 1798, Elij~ Risley, Jedediah Sanger and 
Samuel Wells commenced the publication of the Whitestown 
Gazette; it being the nrst newspaper printed in New York 
State west of Albany. This paper has continued its publi
cation UDtil the present time being now (1908) bown as 
the Utict:1 Herald Dupatch. The first issue we.s printed in 
a barn which stood back of the present Presbyterian Church 
in New H:atford, N. Y. A copy of this paper is in the pos
session of the Oneida Historical Society at Utica. 

Elij,.h Risley moved from New Hartford to Cazenovia, 
N. Y. He acquired a tract of land in Cox's patent. He 
erected n brick house in the forks of the road from Cazenovia 
to Morrisville, N. Y. He contracted to build the Cherry 
Valley turnpike from Cherry Valley to Cazenovia. Failure 
was the result of this enterprise due to a quick-sand swamp. 
From Cazenovia he moved to Fredonia, Chautauqua CoUDty, 
N. Y., where he died in 1841. 

Their children were: 
228 BETSEY, m. Seth Risley. 
229 Holt.ACE, m. Harmony Root and moved to Illinois. 
280 ELIJAH, J]I.. 
281 P~A, m. Thomas Warren, both deceased. 
28~ F~~-Y, m. James Brigham, both deceased. 
288 PHO:DE, m. Philip Fellows, both deceased. 
284 SoPHIA, m. Geo.' A. French, merchant, Dunkirk, 

both deceased. 
285 WILLIAM. 
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!86 Lim, m. Sophia A. Darling, moved to Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 

92 .ALLE.."'l RISLEY (Mosu", Jonathan'\ Richard2, Rich
ara1), b. Jan. 20, 1760; d. Feb. 17, 1858; m. Lucy, d. April 
5, 1882. 

.Allen immigrated from East Hartford, Conn., to Whits
town, N. Y. He wa.s appointed lieutenant in New York State 
militia., March 25, 1197. He was a member of the first com
mon la.w jury impanelled in Oneida County, the Court being 
held in a barn at Fort Stanwix (now Rome.) He acquired 
title to a farm located on the Chuckery Road, New Hartford, 
N. Y. The land was deeded to him by George Washington. 
The deed is now in posses:.--ion of the New York City Historical 
Society; placed there by Samuel Kirkland. The law nrm of 
Kirkland & Bacon partitioned this land after Allen's death. 
Th~ decree in petition is now on file with the clerk of the 
Court of Appeals in Albany. Allen Risley died without issue. 
He was a brother of Moses Jr., David and Elijah, all of 
whom settled in New York State. 

95 MINDWELL RISLEY (Moses4, Jonathan':', Richara-, 
Richard'-), b. Nov. 25, 1764; living Mar. 6, 1889; m. Eli 
Risley. 

They resided in Vienna, N. Y., in 1810. 

94 DAVID RISLEY (Moses", Jonathan3
, Richard2, Ric'Ftr 

ard1, b. Nov. 25, 1766; d. Aug. 24, 1884; m. Cynthia Gillette, 
b. --, 1769; d. Aug. 26, 1845. 

Both are buried in the old New Hartford cemetery beside 
his brother, Allen and wife. 

David was appointed Ensign in State militia, April 8, 1795, 
and made Adjutant, April 14, 1800. Was promoted to 
captain, June 8, 1802. He was engaged as a merchant dur
ing life. He owned and used the first carriage in Oneida 
County, which caused his neighbors to prophesy disaster, 
which never overtook him. 
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Their children were: 
287 ELECT.&, m. David Randall. 
288 CYNTmA., m. Peter Clark, New Jersey, eminent 

lawyer. No cbildren. 
289 LuCY, m. James S. Foster, New Hartford, N. Y. 
240 H.ilaLTON D., m. Mary Blakely. 
241 GEORGE, m. Sarah Dakin, da.u. of Sa.:nuel Dakin, 

Utica, N. Y. 

95 JONATHAN RISLEY (Nat1ianit:Z', Jonathan"; Rich.
artr, Richar~), b. Oct. 17, 1749; d. April 4, 1815; m. Phcebe 
Deming, 1775; b. 1755; d. Oct. 10, 18SS. 

Phtebe Deming was a lineal descendant of John Deming, 
who was one of the persons named in the Connecticut charter 
of Chas. IL of England. 

Jonathan and Phcebe and family emigrated from E. Hart
ford, Conn., and settled in the 19th township, now called 
Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y., between 1792 and 1797. All 
of their children were baptized in the F"ll'St Cong. Church of 
E. Hartford, Conn., el:cept Sylvester, who was bom in Bi.-ook
field, N. Y. 

Jonathan obtained title to a large tract of land from the 
sta.te. At this time the land was located in an unbroken forest, 
25 miles from nearest grist-mill. Here he built a log honse, 
which was soon afterwards replaced by a large frame honse, 
which is now a barn still standing on the Wmthrop Allen farm 
in the north-western portion of the town of Brookfield. Th~ 
farm remained in the family for more than a century. Two 
brothers, W8.l'd and Jerry, located in the immediate neigbor
hood of Jonathan. Ward erected a frame house, in which he 
lived a few years and then returned to Conn. 

Jeremiah lived and died in the township of Brookfield. 
Jonathan and Phcebe and their son Jonathan and dau. 

Louisa are buried in the Terrytown Cemetery, Sangerfield, 
N. Y. 

Children: 
24! BEN.J"Al4IN, b. Nov. 22, 1774, E. Hartford, Conn. 
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248 JONATHAN, b. Jan. 9, 1777, E. Hartford, Conn. 
244 ELISHA, b. Dec. 2!!, 1779, E. Hartford, Conn. 
245 ELIZ1J11., b. Dec. 22, 1779, E. Hartford, Conn. 
246 H.u."NAX, b. Apr. 5, 1788; m. John Chambers. 
247 Ex.&utra, b. Sept. 17, 1787, E. Hartford, Conn. 
248 LoVISA, b. Nov. 11, 1789; d. Sept. 1, 1801. 
249 CxAUNCEY, b. Sept. s, 1792. 
250 SYLVESTEJt, b. Jan. 12, 1797, Brookfield, Mad. Co., 

N. Y. 

96 NATHANIEL RISLEY (Nat7,,a,meZ6, Jonat7,,a,n3
, Rich

artr, Ric1,,a,rt1f), b. Jan. 19, 1752; m. 1st, Hannah Cadwell, 
1779, b. Oct. 26, 1760; m. 2nd, Susannah Cadwell (sisters), 
--, b. Sept. 1, --, daughters of John and Anna. Cadwell.. 

Children· 1st wife: 
251. CLARKE, b. July 27, 1780. 
252 NA-rH,U."IEL H.u:r, ·b. Aug. 20, 1788. 
255 Em.-xa, b. Jan. 15, 1788 •. 
254 ESTHEB., b. July 8, 1791.·>' 
255 ~ b. Nov. 6, 1795. 
256 Sus.u."NA, b. Mar. 24, 1796. 
257 CAJtOLINA, b. July 20, 1798. 

2nd wife: 
258 ELIZA, b. Mar. 28, 1810. 

104 RICHARD RISLEY, JR. (Richard.', Jonat1,,a,n3
, Rieb.

art!', Ric7,,a,rt1f), b. Aug. ~. 1754 (soldier in the Revolution; 
m.--. 

Children: 
259 SoLOMON, b. June 27, 1779. 
260 JAXESON, b. Feb. 18, 1787. 
261 CHARLOTTE, b. May 10, 1789. 

117 ESTHER SOMERS (E&ther Ri.87,ey', Ric7,,a,rtJS, Ricbr 
artT-, Ric7,,a,rof), b. Oct.' 28, 1770; d. Sept. 9, 1846, Ohio ; m. 
John Roberts, Sept. 25, 1789. 
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Children: 
262 .1oHN So::IIEJt:> RoBDTS, b. Mar. 8, 1796; m. Mar-

tha Hooper Rhodes. 

125 EDWARD RISLEY (Jeremiah, Jr.", Jeremiah•, Ric'h,
artr, Richaril!-), b. July 19, 1769; m. 1st, Jemima; d. Feb. 16, 
1814; m. 2nd, Phmbe Price; b. June 21, 1798; d. April 6, 1872. 

Children of first wife: 
263 MAltGAJtET DouG:e:TY, b. Sept. 18, 1801; d. --, 

1801. 
264, JJ:REMirn, b. Oct. 6, 1804. 
265 Jo:s-ATEA:N, b. Nov. 27, 1806; had children. 
266 H.u."NAR, b. Aug. 26, 1809. 
267 JoEN, b. Oct. 15, 1811; d. Aug. 27, 1818. 
268 SoPmA, b. Jan. 22, 1~14; d. Jan. 26, 1814. 

Children of 2nd wife, Phoebe Price: 
269 JoSIA:e: P., b. Nov. 27, 1818; had 4 children; m. 

l\I.u.y J. I.An:, d. Sept. 11, 1888. 
270 RuEcCA, b. Mar. S, 1821. 
2TI CAJWx.n.""E, b. Sept. 19, 1825. 
272 Cu.u, b. Mar. 5, 1829; had l child. 
278 NATB'.Al."IEL, b. Mar. 22, 1826; had 9 children. 
274 JoB, b. Feb. S, 1882; had 8 children. 
275 Mil.Y A.."O., b. Sept. 15, 1884; had 5 children. 
276 Jo:e:N S. (eldest), b. May 12, 1812; d. Iowa. 

127 JOAB RISLEY (probably Jeremi.a1,,., Jr.", Jere'111MiJ,,•,. 
Richarrr, Richaril!-), b. -- about 1779, probably at Abse
con, New Jersey; m. --, Elizabeth Sampson.. 

He was a descendant of Richard or Jeremiah, both of whom 
emigrated from Hartford into New Jersey 1726. 



SIXTH GENERATION 

186 ETJZABETH RISLEY (John Srtl5, John, Jr.•, Joh,,,,•, 
Richara2, Rich.a.rd'-), b. --; bap. June 11, 1767; m. The
ophilus Crane. 

148 THEODORE RISLEY (Benjamin.', John, Jr.', John•, 
Rich.a.ra-, Rich.a.rd'-), be.pt. Oct. 10, 1778, Manchester, Conn.; 
d. Dec. 14, 1855; m. Patience Carpenter, b. 1770; d. June 4, 
1860, Buckland Cemetery. 

Children: 
277 ADA.TIA, m. Darda Bidwell, East Hartford, Conn. 
278 TBEoDOll.E, JJ1.., m. Clarissa. Johnson, Manchester, 

Conn. 
279 HAE.VEY, b. March 18, 1792, (Coventry); m. 

Minerva Loomis, June 28, 1825, Wmdsor, Conn, 
!SO CLAmss.&., d. young. · 
281 SA.."'O!'ORD, m. Sarah Kenney. 
282 ELI.TAR, m. Nancy Cowles. 
288 MARTIN, m. Mary (Skinner) Goodale. 
284 E~ b. Oct. 25, 1807; m. Symons Cody, 

188!. 

150 ASA RISLEY (Gruham!, Rich.a.rd', Sam:ue'I!, Ri.ch.a.ra2, 
Richard'-), b. --, 1754, Glastonbury, Conn.; m. Ruth 
Badger, Coventry, Conn. Moved to Hanover, N. H., 1789. 

Children: 
285 LE:wis, b. -, Greenfield, Mass., 1777. 
286 RuTH, b. --, Bolton, Conn., 1781. 
287 LucY, b. --, Bolton, Conn., 1786. 
288 ASA, b. --, Hanover, N. H., 1790; m. Leviah 

Kendrick. 

158 DOANDA RISLEY (Benjamin'\ Richard', Sam:ue-,,S, 
Richara-, Richard'-), b. --; m. Gideon Putnam, Saratoga. 
Springs, N. Y., one of Putnam family, Conn. 
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He was grandfather of Judge John Risley Puti:;a.m, one of 
the Justices of the Supreme Court of State of New York, and 
one of the Associate Judges of the Appellate division of the 
Supreme Court. He was a jurist of acknowled,,,aed ability. 
He died at sea, returning from a visit to his son at Manila, 
Phillipine Islands. He left three sons. 

Children of John Risley Putnam: 
289 JoHN R., J:it., P. O. address: Imperial Customs 

Service, Hong Kong, China. 
290 lsJLAEL Pun..ut, P.O. address: Manila, P. L 
291 HoN. R. M. S. PUTNA3l, P.O. address: 206 Broad-

way, N. Y. 

161 BETSEY RISLEY (Benjamin\ Rickard', Samui/J, 
Richara-, Rickard'), b. --; m. Dr. John Cleveland; b. Mar. 
S, 1779, Salem, N. Y.; d. Sept. S, 1854, Warren, Ohio. 

Child: 
292 ELIZA11ETH, b. --, 1816; m. Benj. Hoffman; d. 

--, 1869. 

162 PHILA RISLEY (Benjamin\ Richard\ Samv,e'/J, Richr 
ara-, Rickard'), b. June 4, 1780; d. --; m. Dec. 27, 1794, 
James Lyori, son of Col Matthew Lyon, soldier of Revolution 
(Col M. L). (See Appleton's Enclopedia and Harper's Ma
gazine, Dec. 1875, pp. SO-SS. Also U. S. History by John 
B. McMasters S vols.). Buried in Eddyville, Lyon Co., Ken
tncl.-y. 

James Lyon b. April 15, 1776; d. April IS, 1824, Cheraw, 
s. c. 

Children: 
298 l.All'll.A. MATILDA, b. --, 1796; m. Wood Furman; 

6 children; d. --, 1845. 
294 MAsoN RisLEY, b.-, 1798; m. Margaret King; 

11 children; d. --, 1882. 
295 ELIZA JANE, b. --, 1801; m. 1st, E. J. Cotton, 

2nd, S. J. Mitchell; no offspring; still living. 
296 PmLA ANN, b. -, 1806; d. --, 1807. 
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~ JAS. LAWJU:Na:, b. --, 1808; d. --, 1820. 
298 M.&rrimw BltAl>LEY (twin), b. --, 1810; d. in 

two months. 
299 NA...,.CY Po:MEROY (twin), b. -, 1810; m. Rev. J. 

1\I. D. Ca.ter. 
800 MATTHEW, b. --, 181!; m. Susan 1\I. Compere. 
801 ADoLPims GRA."'n' (twin), b. --, 1815; d. aged 

14 years. 
SO! Etll>oCIA EI.LEN (twin), b. --, 1815; d. aged 7 

years. 
SOS MAJty, b. -, 1817; d. --, 1820. 

Additional details can be had from Mr. James Lyon Fur
man, New Orleans, a grandson of Phila (Risley) Lyon. 

He is well acquainted with the genealogical details. 

168 LAURA G. RISLEY (Benjamin5
, Richard', Samue"F, 

Rickarir, Richarif!), b. Nov. SO, 1786, Rutland, Vt.; d. Apr. 
6, 187!, Warren, O.; m. June 22, 1804, Hon. Calvin Pease, 
b. Suffield, Conn.; d. Sept. 17 1889. 

He was one of the most eminent jurists on the Western 
Reserve and took a prominent part in shaping its legal and 
political affairs during its earliest years. Lived in Warren, 
Ohio (see "Magazine of Western History" for June, 1885; 
biograph!cal sketch and portrait). While on the bench as 
Judge he held a statute passed by Legislature of Ohio to be 
unconstitutional, which very much offended the Legislature, 
which instituted impeachment proceedings. The Judge was 
acquitted. (See "Bryce's American Commonwealth," VoL I, 
p. 588). 

Children: 
804 CALVIN PEASE, J:g., b. June 4, 1805, Warren, O.; 

unm.; d. April 28, 1880, W at'l'en, O. 
805 LAURA~ b. --; m. 1st, Geo. W. Tallmadge; 

2nd, Judge Van Rensselear Humphrey. 
806 LAwu:. .... CE, b. --, 1814; d. --, 1815. 
807 CHAJtu;_s PEASE, m. l\Iary Kirtland ; 4 children. 
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508 NA.-..CY PEAsE, m. John Erwin; 10 children. 
509 Con"ELIA G:iw.-Gmt, b. -, 1820; m. Frederick 

Kinsman; 5 SODS; d. -, 1875. 
510 BEY.:r.illlN R., b. --, 1814; d. --, 1815. 

Geo. W. Tallmadge, first husband of Laura Maria Pease, 
b. Sept. 15, 1800; d. Sept. 8, 18$5, son of Benj. Tallmage, of 
Long Island, who was a distinguished Revolutionary Colonel 
and afterwards Congressman from Littlefield, Conn. ( See 
Thompson's Hist., Long Island, 2nd Edition, Vol ll. pp. 482-
487). 

164 NANCY P. RISLEY (Ben,;annin5, Richard', Sam:ueP, 
Bichara-, Richard1), b. --, 17-; m. Dr. Wm. Lawrence. 

Children: 
511 Pmu Al.-x, b. -; m. Stockley Donaldson. 
512 MA.Jty SoPEIA, b. --; m. Robert Cain. 
518 ClWtLES. 
814 LAUll.A. (twin), m. John Donaldson. 
815 Mnmlr.;vA (twin), m. Rev. -- Stevens. 
516 BEN.:rAXIN, d. unmarried. 
817 RlsLEY, d. unmarried. 
818 Jom. M.AltsllALL (M. D.), m. Rachael Jackson. 
819 WILLLU1:, m. -- Hays; son died very young. 

The descendants of these are Ii-ring in the southern states. 

170 BETSEY RISLEY (Job, Jr.1
, Job4, Sau11ru:P, Bichara-, 

Bichard1), b. --; d. --; m. Sept. 26, 1791, Ebenezer 
Smith. 

172 PRUDENCE RISLEY (Job, Jr.\ Job4, SamueP, Bick
ara-, Bichard1), b. Dec. 9, 1778, East Hartford, Conn.; d. 
Sept. 26, 1865, in Oneida, K Y.; m. Elisha Sage, Nov. 27, 
1802, b. Jan. 12, 1779; d. Apr. 28, 1854; buried in Durham
ville, N. Y. 

Children: 
320 ~,1.Y RisLEY SAGE, b. E. Hartford, April. 27, 

1805; d. in Troy, N. Y., Feb. 16, 1850. 
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521 SALLY SAGE, b. Jan. 26, 1807, E. Hartford, Conn.; 
cl. June 1, 1818, Lenox, N. Y. 

522 F~"l'o"IE SAGE, b. Feb. 14, 1809, E. Hartford; d. Feb. 
29, 1904, Oneida, N. Y. 

525 ELISB'.A Mo~"TAG11E SAGE, b. Apr. 15, 1812, Bruns
wick, N. Y.; cl. --, 187-, Troy, N. Y. 

524 ELIZ1ra WEBST.ER SAGE, b. Apr. 18, 1812, Bruns
wick, N. Y.; d. Clamahon, m, Feb. 9, 1884. 

825 WILLLUt SAGE, b. July 25, 1814; d. Dec.--, 1888, 
Troy, N. Y. 

826 RoSSELL SAGE, b. Aug. 4, 1816, Verona., N. Y.; d. 
July 22, 1906, New York. 

174 REUBEN RISLEY, JR. (Retiben.5, Job&, Sam,u,eP', Rich
arir, Richaril!-), b. --, 1769; d. Dec. 17, 1850; m. Sabra 
Webster, Glastonbury, Conn. 

Children: 
827 1\-In.'"Ell.VA, b. Dec. 19, 1795'.· · 
828 .AI.v..ui:, b. Oct. 26, 1800. 
829 RuTR, b. Oct. 25, 1804. 

175 MERCY RISLEY (Retiben.5, Job•, SamueT:s, Richarir, 
Richard'-), b. --, 1771, Glastonbury, Conn.; cl. Mar. 26, 
1880; m. Capt. William H. Turner. 

Children: 
880 WILLIA..'1: H., b. July 22, 1788. 
881 J.ums, b. --. 
882 CHAUNCEY, b. --. 
8SS Ax.,u.sox, b. -. 
884 ROBERT, b. July 22, 1808. 
885 s~"FoRI>, h. -. 
836 GEORGE, b. --. 
887 lLUtcu, b. Sept. 5, 1824; m. Hezekiah Hale. 
888 !\:Luy, b. --, 1799; d. --, 1818. 

Mercy Risley Turner was the grandmother of Hon. Henry 
E. Turner, Lowville, N. Y. H. E. Turner was a Union sol
dier in the Ch-il War: assistant Adjutant General of the Dept. 
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of New York G. A. R. For more than twenty years County 
Judge of Lewis Co. One of the Regents of the University of 
the State of New York. 

176 SUSANNA (SUSIE) RISLEY (Reuben", Job", Sam
ueP, Richarir, Richaril:-), b. --, 1775; d. --, 1848; m. 
Jerijah Loomis. 

Cbildren: 
559 ~AlL 

540 SoPBJ1.02-"IA, m. Judah Strong. 
541 ELECT.A. 

542 Till.ZA, m. De Loss Sanders. 
545 l\h:JtCY, m. Lyman. 
544 JEl!lJAJL 

545 FIDELIA. 

177 WAITE RISLEY (Reuben", Job4
, SamueP, Richarir, 

Richarif}), b. 1775; m. --. 
Children: 

546 REUBEN 5rd, b. --, 1809; m. Harriet M. An
drews. 

547 SAJJRA, b. --, 1825; m. De Witt M. Patrick. 
Possibly other children. 

178 JEMIMA RISLEY (Reuben", Job4, Samuel3, Rich,
arir, Richarif}), b. --, 1777; d. --, 1860; m. Jacob 
Loomis. (Not a. brother of J~-ijah). 

Children: 
548 MA:itTRA .A::,.--:,;, b. -, 1812; d. --, 1904; un

married. 
549 Mn.o MoJs-itOE, b. --, 1816; unm.; killed R. R. 

accident Ja.n. 24, 1907. 
850 NATHA}."IEL, b. --. 
851 MA:itY PETERS, b. --; m. Comstock. 
85! Nox~, b. Aug. 1, 1812; m. Rose Bunce. 
855 OSWIN JACOBS, b. --. 

179 ROXANNA RISLEY (Reuben\ Job•, Saw.u:1.3, Rich-



TJm DESCmmANTS OF JIJ:CJUJll> llJSL'EY 85 

artT-, RichaTtf-), b. --, 1779; d. --, 1829; m. Simon Ather
ton, Nov. !!5, 1798, Glastonbury, Conn. 

Children: 
SM TRntllf. 
855 SAVINA, m. Horton. 
856 ROYAL. 

357 ADALIN!:. 
858 CoD-'ELIUS, m. Josephine Treat. 
859 . CoD."ELIA. 
860 SEAllmr.Y. 

180 NOAH RISLEY! (Reuben.ts, Job', Sa'ITUld,3, RichariJJ, 
Ruihartf-), b. --, 1781; d. Surman, Dutch Guinea, Feb. ~ 
1805; m. Charlotte Russell. 

:No record of children. 

181 ROGER E.(?) RISLEY (Beu.bents, Job', SQ,tf(UUZS, 
RichariJJ, Rickartf-), b. --, 1784; d. --, 1865; m. Eline 
Bissell. 

Children: 
561 ALo!o.-zo B., b. --, 1811. 
56!! WELLS N., b. Oct. 14, 1814. 
865 FJ1.A..--mLIN B., b. --. 
564 MilIA, b. --, 1796. 
865 ELIZA, b. Aug. --, 1815; m. Francis Wilson; 5 

children. 

182 CONTENT RISLEY (Reu.ben..5, Job\ Sam:u.e"F, Rich
ariJJ, Rickartf-), b. -, 1786; d. --, 1871; m. Isaac 
Rowley. 

Children: 
566 ALvAB, b. --. 
567 .AumtA, b. -. 
568 W~b.-. 
869 ZEJtvu, b. --. 
870 H.uui.mT, b. --. 
S7l TR17KAN, b. -
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184 TRUMAN RISLEYl (Reuben5
, Job", Sam,sef, Riih,

arir, Richard1), b. --, 1790; m. Elizabeth Keeney, 1824(?). 
Children: 

372 ALPxoll.-zo, b. --, 1825; m. Mary J. Keeney, San 
Diego, Cal.. 1908. 

373 LoJlEl\o-zo, b. July 10, 1827; d. June 14, 1881; m. 
.Abigail Beasley. 

374 ELXZAllETH, b. --, 1829; m. Carlos Sadd, Jan. IS, 
1861 ; 5 children. 

Truman was a soldier of the War of 1812. Served under 
Capt. Strong from Aug. 1812 to Oct. 1814. 

185 ELISHA RISLEY (Benjamm5
, Job", Sa'TT1:ll-il3, Rich

artr, Richard1), b. Sept. 24, 1770; d. June 21, 1831; m. 
Dolly Ann Roberts 1790, b. May 24, 1769; d. Dec. 24, 1825. 

Elisha was born, lived and died in Glastonbury. 
Children: 

375 Cm:s-rn, b. Oct. 15, 1793; d. Nov. 12, 1835. 
376 Smra.u., b. Dec. 17, 1795. 
377 RALPH, b. Jan. 12, 1799; d. Nov. S, 1849. 
378 EusKA, JL, b. Feb. 21, 1803; d. Aug. 20, 18!9. 
379 Lma:, b. May 18, 1805; d. Oct. 6, 1849. 

212 RUTH RISLEY (Moses5, Mose8", Jonafha:n!, Richarir, 
Richard1), b. --; m. John Abbey, Sangerfeld, N. Y. 

Children: 
380 MARY, m. David Loomis; 7 children. 
381 ALLID;, m. Lovisa Loomis; 2 children. 
382 Ih::loo"RY, m. Hubbard; 4 children. 
S8S WARREN, deceased. 
384 EDWIN, m. Susan Cowan; 4 children. 
385 !JtA., m. Rhoda Rhodes; 7 children. 
386 MARIA, b. May 17, 1819; m. Leander Terry; S 

children. 
387 GEORGE, m. Jane Cowan; 4 children. 

John Abbey was a farmer occupying a large farm in the 
western part of Sangerfield, Oneida Co., N. Y. 
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He descended from the Abbeys of E. Wmdsor, Conn. 

218 SALLY RISLEY ·(Moau5
, Moan•, Jonathan!, Richari!;, 

Richart11), b. Sept. 17, 1788; d. Phoenix, N. Y., July 29, 
1878; m. Hiram Barney. Children unknown. 

214 ELISHA RISLEY (Moau5
, Moaea6, Jona,than3

, Rich
ara-, Richart11), b. Hartford, Conn., 1\-Iarch 24, 1787; ci. Vi
enna, N. Y., Mar. 20, 1853; m. Anna. Ripley, b. Hartford, 
Conn., Feb. 6, 1789; d. Vienna, N. Y., Feb. 18, 1878; m. E. 
Hartford, Conn., Feb 16, 1806. 

Elisha Risley served in the war of 1812. 
Child: 

888 Lvcn."DA, m. Aug. 24, 1856; b. Jan. 22, 1825; d. 
Vienna, May 21, 1906. 

589 J~"E, b. E. Hartford, Ct., Jan. 25, 1810; d. Apr. 
13, 1892, Vienna, N •. Y. 

890 EDWD., b. Vienna, N. Y., Apr. 4, 1812; d. Apr. 18, 
1851, Vienna, N. Y. Left no family. 

891 WILLLU1:, b. Vienna, N. Y., May 4, 1814; d. Oct. 
18, 1871, Vienna, N. Y. 

892 LoUISA, b. Vienna, N. Y., Jan. 5, 1818; d. Feb. 6, 
1900, Vienna, N. Y. 

898 LmA.~, b. Vienna, N. Y., May 17, 18!20; d. May 18, 
1847, Vienna, N. Y.; no family. 

894 JtTLIA .k."N, b. Vienna, N. Y., July 16, 1822; d. 
--, 1889, Vienna, N. Y.; no family. 

895 PHILO and PHILA, b. Vienna, N. Y., July 14, 1880; 
d. Philo, --, 1887, Phila, --, 1889, Vienna, 
N. Y.; no family. 

896 HA:iuurr, b. Vienna, N. Y., Oct. 11, 1888; d. --, 
1889, Vienna N. Y.; no family. 

216 MARY RISLEY (Mosea5
, Mo,ea•, Jona,than3

, Rich
ara-, Richart11), b. --; m. Si.'lleon Fo:s:, sailor. Family un
known. 
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227 THANKFUL BREWER (Abigail, R}S, Mo,u', Jon
atlum.:'. RiclumT-, Riihartf-), b. --; m. Joseph Smith, sr., 
E. Hartford, Ct. 

Children: 
597 H.uuu:ET, m. Joseph Roberts. 
598 FREELOVE S., m. Ebenezer Bryant. 
599 GoRDON. 

400 lh:uGHT, m. Wm. Stevens, North Brookfield, N. Y. 
401 ~"XP'UL, m. Sylvester Risley, North Brookfield, 

N. Y. 
402 A1raoBA (" OJtBA "), d. unmarried. 
408 JOSEPH, JJL. 
404 AtraELIA, m. L J. Converse. 
405 Al."NA, husband or son, Reuben Smith. 

(There appean to be in Anna.'s line the following: Perry 
Lixna.n, Andrew, d. leaving Anna., George, Andrew, Jr-, Eliza. 
and Ma.rtha.. This is ta.ken from a. decree in chancery brought 
by Mrs. James S. Foster, jr., a.nd Hamilton D. Risley in & 

partition suit in which the heirs-a.t-la.w of Allen Risley, de
ceased, were made defendants. Docketed in Oneida. Co., Ma.r. 
6, 1889. Now on file in Clerk's Office of the Court of Appeals 
in Albany, N. Y.) 

250 ELIJAH RISLEY, JR. (ElijaJ,,\ Mose&', Jooafhan3
, 

Rickarir-, Rickard'"), b. Ma.y 7, 1887, Ea.st Hartford, Ct.; d. 
Ja.n. 10, 1870; m. Na.bby Brigham, Pomfret, Chatauqua. Co., 
N. Y. 

He moved witli his father from Cazenovia., N. Y., to Fredo
nia. in 1807. 

A ,·ery interesting paper wa.s written by his brother, Wil
liam Risley, a.nd printed in Young's History of Chatauqua. 
Co. in (Buffalo) 1875, p. 470-477. Elijah, sr., built the first 
bridge across the Canada.way Creek. Elijah, jr., wa.s the 
first merchant in Chatauqua Co. He wa.s elected supervisor 
of his town in 1855; wa.s elected Sheriff in 1824; and member 
of Congress, 1848. He joined the State Militia. and arose to 
rank of Major-general. He accompanied with his staff· Gen. 
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La.· Fayette on his trip via Erie Canal to Buff'alo. He was 
interested in the organization and operation of the Erie R. R. 
He began, with his brothers, the cultivation or garden seeds, 
which became a large business. 

Their children: 
4.~6 Fu1mJA C., m. Chauncey Tucker, lawyer, Buf

falo, N. Y., both deceased. 
407 HA.~so::s- A., m. twice, now deceased. 
408 SoPJDtONJA., m. Chas. F. Matterson, Fredonia. She 

died 1875. 
409 l.A.11JmNs G., m. Henrietta Houghton, Dunkirk, 

N. Y. 
410 DELIA, m. Theo. P. Grosvenor, Buff'alo, N. Y. 
411 M!Nnv.A, m. Frank Cushing, son of Zattu Cush-

ing, Pomfret, N. Y •. 

285 WILLIAl'U RISLEY (Eujah:is, Mrnu', Jonatkan3
, 

RichartP, Rickardf). b. Dec. 15, 180!, Cazenovia, N. Y.; d. 
-·-; m. Caroline Patrick, J~. 28, 1828, Atti~a, N. Y. 

His business was milling, farming and horticulture. 
,children, five in number, three of whom unknown: 

412 SAll.AK C., m. Rev. Chas. Arey, former rector of 
St. John's Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

41S JULJA C., m. Edward H. Lord, banker, New York, 
N. Y. 

~7 ELECTA RISLEY (Da:ci<15, Mo,n', Jonat7,,an•, Rick-
4Td2, Richardf), b. --, 1794; d. --, 1869; buried old New 
Hartford cemetery; m. David W. Randall, New Hartford, N. 
Y.; d. --, 1889, aged 61. 

Children: 
414 DAVID RisLEY RA.~ALL, d. --, 1848, aged 21. 
415 ELIZA E., m. Chester Bartles, Flemington, N. J. 

240 HAMILTON D. RISLEY (DamiJG, Mo,e,', Jonatlum1
, 

RichartP, Richardf), b. --, New Hartford, N. Y.; m. Mary 
Blakely. 

241 GEORGE RISLEY (Da:ci<15, Mo,n', Jonatkan1
, Rick-
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arif', Richard'-), b. --, Saquoit, N. Y., Farmer; m. Sarah 
Dakin, dau. Samuel Dakin, Utica, N. Y. 

He moved from Oneida Co. to Shenandoa Valley, Va., after
wards to Kansas, where he died. 

Children: 
416 MARY, m. Judge Randall. 
417 WILLIS F., m. Eliza McReady; no children. 
418 Cn.'"THIA, m. John Risley. 
419 MARY, b. --, 1848; unmarried; lives at New Hart-

ford, N. Y. 
420 SAR.AX, m. Frank Calais. 
421 SOPHIA H., m. -, Joliet, m 
422 DA-XIN S. m. -. 

!42 BENJA.i'\IIN RISLEY (Joo.atkan'/J,, Natkaniel\ Jcma
tkan•, Richara-, Richard'-), b. Nov. 22, 1774; d. --, lSSS; 
m. Ann Benton Mar. 12, 1795, b. --17-; d.--. 

Benjamin was bom in E. Hartford. Lived for many years 
in Glastonbury • 

.Ann BentO'll,, his wife, was the dau. of Ebenezer Benton, a 
soldier of the Revolution, and Ruth Talcott his wife. She 
was lineal descendant of Edward Benton of Wetherfield, John 
Talcott of Hartford, and Samuel Hale of Glastonbury, Conn. 
Her sister, Lucy, married Jonathan Risley, a brother of her 
husband. 

Benjamin was a ship carpenter and remained in Glastonbury 
when his father and brother moved into New York state. 

Children: 
423 AsHllELL, b. May S, 1796. 
424 BENJAXIN, b. Oct. 16, 1797. 
425 PoLLY, b. Feb. 19, 1799; m. Shubal Smith, Glas-

tonbury. 
426 JAJtED, b. Feb. 2, 1801. 
427 ELIZUJt, b. Jan. !0, 1808. 
428 LoVISA, b. Feb. 14, 1805; d. unmarried. 
429 WILLLUt, b. April 19, 1808; m. Susan; d. without 

issue. 
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430 A.--rn, b. Aug. 15, 1810. 
431 JULIA, b. Feb. 10, 1815; m. James Bulkley. 
43.2 CHAUNCEY, b. Feb. 9, 1814. 
4SS SYLVESTER, b. Apr. 15, 1818 • 

.243 JONATHAN RISLEY, JR. (Jonathan5
, NatkameZ', 

Jonathan•, Rickara-, Rickari:f), b. Jan. 9, 1777; d. Apr. 4, 
18.27; m. Lucy Benton 180.2, b. Glastonbury, stster of .Alm, 
wife of his brother, Benjamin. 

They moved to Saquoit, N. Y., soon after marriage. He was 
buried in Tarrytown cemetery, Sang--..r:field, N. Y., in his fa
ther's lot. She was buried in the old cemetery r..t Saquoit, 
many years later. 

Children: 
434 L11CY, b. Apr. 6, 1805; d. May .28, 1850. 
435 Hm.ur, b. May .28, 1804; m. Betsey Greenleaf; d. 

Feb. 1, 186.2, Columbus, N. Y. 
436 PHOEBE, b. Oct. .28,· 1805; m. John Wilcox; S chil-

dren; d. Apr. 22, 1844. 
437 MA.Jty, b. Dec. .28, 1806; d. Dee. .2, 1852. 
438 .ANSEL, b. May 17, 1809; d. Oct. 22, 1850. 
439 CAJtoLDo"E, b. Sept. 5, 1810; m. Samuel Dexter; d. 

Jan. 18, 1855. 
440 M.&Ln."DA, b. July S, 1812; m. --, Whipple; d. 

Apr. 25, 1875. 
441 l>IANA, b. Apr. 26, 1815; m. Alonzo Abbey; no 

issue; d. July IS, 1886. 
44.2 JONATHAN, b. May 4, 1818; m. Jan. 20, 1842; no 

issue; d. Nov. 5, 1860. 
443 ELIZA, b. Aug. 14, 1822; d. May 14, 1851. 

Record in possession of Freeman D. Dexter, Earlville, N. Y • 

.244 ELISHA RISLEY (J onatkan5
, N atkameZ', J onatkan3

, 

Rickara-, Rickard1), b. Dee. .2.2, 1779, East Hartford, Ct.; 
m. Betsey Smith, E. Hartford. 

They moved with Jonathan Risley, his father, into Whites
town just prior to 1800, now known as Brookfield, Mad. Co., 
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N. Y. Both were buried in the northwest corner of the town
ship of Brookfield, N. Y., in the old cemetery. 

A portion of his father's farm came to him, as his share, 
after his father's death. 

Children: 
444, ABIGAIL, b. -; m. Chester Crowfoot and moved 

to Chatauqua Co., Ellington, N. Y. 
445 WII.I.llM, b. --, Chautauqua, Ellington, N. Y. 
446 Lnu.N, b. -. 
447 .Al.zn.A, b. --; married Andrew Head; no issue. 

Moved to Michigan. 
448 BETSEY, b. --; m. Andrew Head as 2nd wife. 
449 ELISHA, JR-, b. Aug. 15, 1815. 

245 ELIZUR RISLEY (Jonathan\ Nathanu:Z', JO'llathan1
, 

Bicharir-, Bichard1), b. Dec. 22, 1779, East Hartford, Conn.; 
d. Sept. 18, 1841; m. Amelia Mattison, Oct. 21, 1880, b. Jan. 
6, 1781; d. Mar. 17, 1868. 

E1izur followed his father, Jonathan, into Whitestown, now 
Brookfield. They settled on a farm in the south-eastern corner 
of the present township of Madison, N. Y. They were buried 
in the cemetery, which joined their farm. 

Children: 
450 CARox.n."E L, b. Mar. 21, 18~; m. cousin Elizur 

Risley, son of Benj. 
451 FA}.."lo-Y E., b. Nov. 8, 1808; d. unmarried. 
452 SHER:MA.."-" B., b. July 18, 1805; m. Susan; no issue; 

d. at Buffalo. 
458 SuSA.....- A., b. Aug. 7, 1807; m. Chapman, Utah. 
454 RUBY S., b. June 8, 1809; m. Ebenezer Talcott; 

moved to Iona, Mich. (See Talcott Genealogy.) 
455 FB.Al,"'XLIN, b. Oct. 5, 1811; d. Sept. 27, 1822. 
456 .ALuz, b. Sept. 4, 1818; m. Adelia Crowfoot. 
457 CLA.RD.-»A C., b. April 27, 1816; m. Leonard Abbert. 
458 HARRIET P., b. April 18, 1819; m. Samuel N"tles. 

Moved to Iona, Mich. 
459 LAtraA A., b. Mar. 12, 1821; unmarried. 
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460 E. GooDllICX, b. Oct:. 4, 1822; d. July 8, 18!8. 
461 CxAltLES F., b. Sept. 26, 1824; m. Ann Eliza 

Thurston. 

.246 HANNAH RISLEY (Jonathan\ Natkam.ieZ', Jonathan•, 
RichariP, Richard'-), b. April 5, 1788, East Hartford, Ct.; d. 
Oct. 80, 1872, Madison, N. Y. Buried northwest comer of 
Brookfield; m. John Chambers, -, 1800, of JefF-erson Co., 
N. Y. 

Children: 
462 CHESTEJt, b. Aug. 9, 1802. 
468 .ALxmA, b. Feb. 9, 1805; d. June 10, 1880. 
464 Ro:LU."NA, b. Feb. 11, 1807; m. John Wallace. 
465 Mll.ESsA, b. Nov. !!9, 1809; m. Oct. 22, 1886. 
466 IRA, b. July 81, 1810; d. Aug. SO, 1810. 
467 WASHINGTON, b. Aug. 18, 181!!; d. Oct. 16, 181!!. 
468 JoHN M., b. Oct. 11, 1818; d. Feb. 18, 1888. 
469 CHAUNCEY R., b. June 10, 1816; d. Sept., 1887. 
470 :MAltGARET, b. Sept. 12, 1818; d. April 19, 1847. 
471 CHAJtLES, b. May 22, 1821; d. in California; no 

issue. 
472 ADELIA G., b. Nov. 29, 18!8; d. Aug. 22, 1842:-
478 Tm:0»011.E D., b. Aug. 4, 1826; d. Nov. 19, 1852. 

Dea.th due to consumption. 

247 ELEAZUR RISLEY (Jonathan", Nathaniel\ Jona
than3, Richard', Richard'), b. Sept. 17, 1787, East Hartford, 
Conn.; m. --. Moved to Genesee Co., N. Y. 

248 LOVISA RISLEY (Jonathan", Nathaniel•, Jonathan3
, 

Richard', Richaril'), b. Nov. 11, 1789; d. Sept. 1, 1801; un
married. 

249 CHAUNCEY RISLEY (Jonathan", Nathaniel', Jona
than3, Richard', Richaril'), b. Sept. 8, 1792, East Hartford, 
Conn.; m. May, --, 1812, Lucinda Fuller. She married 
again and died in Vernon, N. Y., May 12, 1879. 

Chauncey Risley was a soldier in War of 1812; buried near 
Stone school-house at Sackett';; Harbor. 
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Child: 
474 !Lu.,;AR Ax,MIB•, b. Aug. 8, 1818; m. Walter Todd, 

Vernon, N. Y. 

250 SYLVESTER RISLEY (Jonatka:n,5, Natkaniel', Jm,,a,
t1uin3, Rickara-, Richard'), b. Jan. 12, 1797, Brookfield, Mad. 
Co., N. Y.; d. Sept. 16, 1855; m. Thankful Smith Oct. 28, 
1817, b. July 24, 1799; d. Apr. 18, 1885 

Children: 
475 ~"'RY, b. Aug. 10, 1818; d. June 27, 1849. 
476 JULIUs CAESAJt, b. June 10, 1821; d. Sept. 12, 

1884. 
477 PnRY S:MIT11, b. Dec. 14, 1822; d. Jan. 18, 1904 •. 
478 CHltISTOPRElt Cot.11)[Bll'S, b. May 10, 1825. 
479 LOUISA, b. Aug. 28, 1827. 
480 GoB.DON Fox, b. Sept. 28, 1829. 
481 D~-mx. Bu:WER (twin), b. July 6, 1881. 
482 S:MIT11 (twin), b. July 6, 1851; d. July 18, 1851. 
485 CHESTElt ClLUDIEJtS, b. Feb. 1, 1854; d. Dec. 20,. 

1882. 
484 BnoN, b. June 27, 1856; d. Sept. 25, 1856. 
485 MA.mo:s- FRANCIS, b. Mar. 12, 1857; d. Jan. 28,. 

1887. 
486 1\,1.Alty Ai,."N, b. Apr., 1842; d. Dec. 25, 1898. 
487 JoHN Mn.TON, b. June 16, 1845. 

Their children were all bom in the old homestead of their 
grandparents Jonathan and Phoebe (Deming) Risley in the 
north west comer of the town of Brookfield, N. Y., one-half 
mile north of the crossing of swamp at N. Brookfield. 

26.2 JOHN SOMERS ROBERTS (Esther Somers5, Esther 
Rialey'. Ri.ckaral'. Rickara-. Rickard'). b. Mar. 8, 1796; m. 
Feb., 1819, 1!.Iartha H. Rhodes, b. Dec. 22, 1799 ; d. Oct. 18, 
1860. 

Children: 
488 )!Alty A.-rn RoBERTS, b. Oct. 24, 1820; d. Feb. 12, 

1865, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
489 SAJtAX. 
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264 JEREMIAH RISLEY (EtJ:u:ariff, Jererruah-4, Jeremiah,•, 
Richara-, Richard1), b. Oct. 6, 1804, Gloucester Co., New 
Jersey; m. 1st, Experience Jeffreys, Dec. IS, 1827. 

Children: 
490 EvA.....- J., b. Nov. 9, 1888; m. Emily Frambes; 1:i. 

Nov. 22, 1848. 
491 Co:i."ltAD, b. --, 1841; m. Mary Sampson; S chil

dren. 
492 .TEJ!EMIAR, b. Mar. IS, 1844; m. Mary Connelly; 

4 children. 
498 EDWARD, b. Sept. 19, 1846; 'm. Adeline Connelly, 

7 children. 
494 Ax.I.EN, b. May 1, 1849; d. May 7, 1849. 
495 JEJ1.EMIAB: M. C., Sept. 12, 1852; m. Somers Steel

man ; no children. 
496 EXPEll.IENcE, b. Jan. 1, 1854; m. Joseph South

, wood; 5 children. 
497 AssoNNETTE, b. July 19, 1857; d. July 21, 1861. 

Child of 2nd wife: 
498 MA:a,y BAJOo'"ES, b. 1862; no children. 

269 JOSIAH P. RISLEY (EtJ:u:aril Ri&~, Jeremiah,, Jr.', 
Jeremio.h.3, Richara-, Richard1), b. Nov. 27, 1818; m. April 
1, 1858, Mary J. Lake, b. Mar. 14, 1881; d. Nov. 28, 1889. 

Children: 
499 lSAAc, b. Dec. 22, 1858; m. Nettie Lake; S children. 
500 D.Al."IEL L., b. June 25, 1860; m. 1st, Annie Eng

lish, who d. --, 1904; 2nd, Annie L Ober
tueft'er; 1 child. 

501 SAB.AR, b. June 28, 1862; unm. 
502 J oSIAR E., b. Dec. 24, 1868; m. Millie Collins; 

no issue; d. May, 1895. 
508 JESSIE L., b. June 25, 1866; unm. 

278 NATHA.i."ITEL RISLEY (Edward Ri&~, Jeremiah,'., 
Jeremio.h.3

, Richara-, Richard1), b. Mar. 22, 1826; m. June 
22, 1854, Asenath C. English, b. Feb. 28, 1888. 
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·Children: 
504 MEL VET.t'.&, b. Sept. 6, 1855; m. John Rogers. 
50B E»GA.Jt L, b. Nov. 1, 1857. 
506 FLOKA. E. (twin), b. Jan. 28, 1860; m.--. 
507 ALVIN P. (twin), b. Jan. 28, 1860; m. --. 
508 GIDEON A., b. Oct.~ 1862; m. -; 2 children. 
509 Tn.r.EY M., b. Jan. 16, 1865; d. Sept. 14, 1865. 
510 HARlllET W., b. Sept. 26, 1866; m. --; l child. 
511 NATJLU."IEL ELTON, b. April 6, 187L 
512 F:KEEMAN H., b. Sept. 6, 1878; m. --; I child. 

276 JOHN S. RISLEY (Joab5
, Jeremiah'[?], Jeremiah•, 

Rickara-, Rickarof), b. May~ 1812; d., Iowa, May 15, 1908; 
m. Feb. ti, 1888, Mary Elizabeth Parker, d. Iowa, Mar. IO, 
189!. 

Children: 
518 J11LIA. A..--:N, b. Mar. SI, 1884. 
514 CKAB.LES P., b. Mar. 14, 1886. 
515 JosEPH P., b. Aug. 28, 1888. 
516 ELIZABE'.l'I[ A., b. Jan. 5, 1841; d. Nov. 6, 1842. 
517 SAHtTEL D., b. Jan. 16, 1845. 
518 JoHN P. and MAJty E. (twins), b. Aug. SO, 1846. 
519 P.AJIXElt, b. Sept. SO, 1849; d. Sept. 1, 1850. 
520 .ABSALOM S., b. Sept. 20, 1851. 



SEVENTH GENERATION 

279 HARVEY RISLEY (Theodore8, Bmjamin"', John. Jr.', 
John•, Richara-,RicharaJ-), b. :Mar. 18, 1792, Coventry, Conn.; 
d. :Mar. 20, 1869; :in. Minerva Loomis, June 28, 1825, W-md
sor, Conn.; b. :Mar.-, 1799; d. Apr. 14, 1852. 

Children: 
Unmarried infant, b. :Mar. 5, 1827. 

521 Anmu, b. June 9, 1829; m. G. Curtis Austin War
ren. 

522 ANN, b. Nov. 9, 1884; m. Seth Vmton. 

288 ASA RISLEY (A.,a', Greiha1m"', Ricl,,ara6, Sa1m:ue1!, 
Richara-, RicharaJ-), b. --, 1790, at Hanover, N. H.; m. 
Leviah Kendrick, Hanover, N. H., --, 1820. 

Child: 
528 LEwis E., b. --, 1824. 

292 ELIZABETH CLEVELAND (Betsey Rilley' CleDe
Zand, BenjaminG Rilley, Richard', Samuil:', Richara-, Rich
ar<l-), b. --, 1816; d. -, 1869; m. Benjamin F. Hoft'
man, Pasadena, Cal. 

Children: 
524 JOHN c., b. --, 1889; d. -, 1861. 
525 Kn-Tm, b. --, 1842; m. Henry L. Burnett, d. 

--, 1864. Oakwood cem., Warren 0. 

SOS NANCY PEASE (Laura G.' Rilley, Bmjamin.G, Rich
ard', Samue1!, Richara-, Richar<l-), m. --, John Erwin. 

Children (ten in all): 
526 MA.Jty P. E1tWIN, b. Jan. 29, 1850, Cleveland, O.; 

m. Cyrus E. Johnston. 
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522 FANNIE SAGE (Prudence RuT,ey• Sage, Job, jr.8
, Job.• 

Sa'ITW,e"/!', Richariff-, Richartl'-), b. Feb. 14, 1809, East Hart
ford, Conn; d. Feb'. 29, 1904, Oneida, N. Y.; m. 1850, Samuel 
Chapin, Oneida, N. Y. 

Children: 
527 SAMUEL CHAPIN, Jx., m. Carrie De Pledge; one 

son, Stewart Lyle. 
5!8 EAJtL, m. Celia Yale; children: Charles, Frank, 

Fred, Fannie, Minnie. Fannie m. Skinner; dau. 
Ruth. 

529 Hl!:LEN, unm. 
550 DwxGRT, m. Hannah Dyer; children: May, Julia, 

Bouncy, 1 son Theodore, Samuel D. Wilkin; dau. 
Esther. 

551 .AliGELD."E, m. Wm. Lyle; 1 dau., Jessie Lyle 
Faulkner. 

552 Jm-"11."IE, m. Ivers Monroe; no children. 
555 Bm."RY, unm. 
554 F~"X, m. Ada Hitchcock; an adopted dau. 
555 CH.All.1.ES, d. in infancy. 
556 Ho:M:ER, m. Lilie Monroe; no children. 
557 TAYLOR, m. Flora Ella Coe; 1 dau. Flora Chapin

Rogers. 
558 FREM01''T, m. Ella Teller; no children. 

526 RUSSELL SAGE (Prudence Ris7,ey/ Sage (m. Elisha 
Sage), Job, jr.\ Job\ Samue'l3, Ri.chara-, Richartl'-), b. Aug. 4, 
1816, Scanondoah, Verona township, Oneida Co., N. Y.; d. 
July 22, 1906; m. lst, Maria Wmnie,-, 1841, Troy, N. Y., 
dau. Moses J. Winnie. She died --, 1867; m. !!nd, Margaret 
Olivia Slocum, Nov. 24, 1869. 

No children. 
Margaret 0. Slocum, born Sept. 8, 18!8, daughter of Jo

seph Slocum, Syracuse, N. Y. She survives in 1909. 
Mrs. Sage was descended on her father's side from Capt. 

Miles Standish; the Mayflower pil,.,"'I'im. 
"Her father, Joseph Slocum, m. Margaret Pierson Jer-
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main; son of William Brown Slocum and Olivia Standish Jose
lyn, daughter of Stockbridge Joselyn and Olivia Standish, 
who was daughter of David Standish and Hannah Magonn, 
who was the son of Thomas Standish and Mary Carver; son 
of Alexander Standish and Desire (Doty) (Sherman) Holmes; 
son of Capt. Myles Standish and wife, Barbara." 

Mrs. Sage has presented to the Emma Willard Seminary, 
Troy, N. Y., where she was graduated, a handsome dormitory, 
called Russell Sage Memorial Hall. 

The marriage with Miss Slocum was a very happy one; his 
friends declaring it was his best bargain and Russell's maxim 
was " The tender care of a good wife is the finest thing m the 
world." 

Sage line: Russell Sage, son of Elisha Sage and Prudence 
Risley; Elisha, jr., son of Elisha, 1755-1801, m. Martha Mon
tague; Elisha, sr., son of Amos 1722-1759,m. Rebecca Wilcox; 
Amos, son of Timothy, 1678-1725, m. Margaret Hohl>ert. 

Timothy, son of David Sage and 2nd wife, Mary Wilcox. 
David Sage came to America from Wales. An original set

tler m Middletown, Conn., 1852. -· 
Prudence Risley Sage, mother of Russell Sage, was born 

Dec. 9, 1778, daughter of Job Risley, jr., Hockanum, Conn., 
and Mary Webster, who was son of Job, sr. and Beriah Fox; 
son of Samuel Risley and Rebecca Games of Glastonbury; 
son of Richard, Jr.; Richard, son of Richard Risley, Sr., East 
Hartford, Conn. Richard, Sr., was one of the Hooker party, 
which came from Mass., mto Conn., and became one of the 
founders of the Commonwealth of Connecticut. The Risley 
line e.~ends back mto the English peerage: (See R~ley 
English Genealogy). 

Prudence Risley's mother, Mary Webster, was a lineal des
cendant from John Webster of the Hooker party. John Web
ster was deputy governor of Conn., 1655-56, and Gov. from 
1656-57. She was 'l cousm, once removed, of Noah Webster, 
the lexicographer. 

Russell Sage left home at the age of 14 to engage in busi
ness; realizing his need of education he studied evenings and 
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attended night school Bis industry being great he soon suc
ceeded in business and kept his mind nourished by much read
ing and study. Beginning in mercantile lines be soon became 
interested in transportation by water and railroad, succeed
ing so well that be abandoned mercantile pursuits in Troy. 

He took a prominent part in public affairs and became .Al
derman in Troy, treasurer of Rensslaer County for seven years. 
In 1848 was a delegate to Whig National Convention. He was 
once defeated and twice elected to Congress; held important 
places on committees and caused the appointment of a com
mittee which formed the Association of Mount Vernon and 
6ecnred the purchase of the estate of Washington, which was 
made a memorial of the Father of his Country. 

Upon expiration of the second term in Congress, Russell 
Sage determined to forsake politics and devote himself to busi
ness alone. 

During the financial crisis of 1857 he was able to save him-
6elf and others from ruin, and immediately engaged exten-
6ively in railroad transportation, becoming director of more 
than twenty corporations. 1868 he removed from Troy to 
New York in order to promote his own and other railroad in
terests and operate in stock. Here he became the greatest 
financial factor of his time, with a high standard for honorable, 
accurate and punctual service in bis 4epartment. Bis great 
energy and faithfulness were his marked characteristics. 

" He stood firm and true for nearly half a century at the 
very center of trust in the financial world and in the fierce and 
sometimes unfriendly light of publicity." 

(See N. Y. Genealogical and Biographical Record, Oct., 
1906). 

Many of the distinctive characteristics of Russell Sage can 
be traced to his maternal ancestors. 

827 MINERVA RISLEY (Reuben9
, Rueben", Job", Sam,

ueP, Richara-, Richar<I1), b. Dec. 19, 1795; d. June 10, 1850; 
m. Joseph Harrington, 1815. 

Children: 
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6S9 SAll:L½ b. Oct. 20, 1816. 
540 .ALv.AR, b. Mar. 19, 18ii. 
541 Cxnx:gs, b. May 15, -·-. 

Sia .ALY.AH' RISLEY (Reuben•, Reriben1
, Job', SamMe"l!, 

Richarir, Richard1), b. Oct. iS, 1800, Bolton, Conn.; d. Nov. 
2!!, 1886, Truxton, N. Y.; m. Dorinw:i. Brown Dec. 81, 1888, 
Truxton, N. Y. 

Child: 
542 :MAJty D., b. Sept. 20, 1847, Truxton, N. Y.; m. 

Peter D. Muller, Truxton, N. Y. 

829 RUTH RISLEY (Reuben.•, Reuben5, Job"', Samuel!, 
Richarir, Richard1), b. Oct. 25, 1804; d. Apr. 28, 1858; m. 
Feb. 5, 1826, Luke Stewart. 

Child 
548 REmlE:N R. STEW.All.T, b. Mar. 81, 1882. 

884 ROBERT TURNER (Mercy Riiley" Turner (m. Capt. 
Wm. H. Turner), Reuhen1

, Job\ Samuel!, Richarir, Richard1), 
b. July 22, 1808, Glastonbury Conn.; d. May 20, 1898, Sagi
naw, Mich.; m. Mar. 12, 1829, Caroline Ellis, Orange Mass. 

Children: 
544 .Hm."'ltY ELLIS, b. Apr. l, 1880; 4 children. 
545 ~ M.u, b. Sept. 15, 1881; m. W. W. Whe

don Sept. 10, 1851, Munsville. Now living Ann 
Arbor. 

546 Sus,u.,"NAX MmtcY, b. Oct. 11, 18SS; m. 1st, Noah 
Richardson, 4 children; 2nd E. A. Spence, 2 
children. 

547 SAJtAH CAROW.""E, b. Jan. 21, 1842, West Vienna, 
N. Y.; m. Chas. Holland, East Saginaw, Mich.; 
4 children d. infancy. 

887 MARCIA M. TURNER (Wm. H. Turner" (m. Mercy 
Risley), Reuhen Rilley\ Job', Samuel!, Richarir, Richard1), 
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b. Sept. 5, 1824, Glastonbury, Hartford Co., Conn.; m. Heze
kiah Hale, Jan. 19, 1856, Glastonbury, Conn. 

Children: 
548 WILLIAM T. HALE, b. Nov. 4, 1856; m. Addie P. S., 

Oct. 27, 1880. 
549 W ALU.CE L. HALE, b. Feb. 6, 1866; m. Grace G. 

Griswold, Apr. 17, 1901. 

846 REUBEN RISLEY Srd (Waite•, Reu.ben5
, Job', Sam

ue'f!, Rickarir-, Richard1), b. --, 1809, Glastonbury, Conn.; 
m. Harriet M. Andrews Nov. SO, 1887. 

Children: 
550 ESTHER ANN, b. Aug. 15, 1888. 
551 EMILY MA»ou, b. Sept. 27, 1840. 
552 IfENRy A., b. May SO, 1841. 
558 F ilo-mE R., b. Mar. 5, 1848. 
5!>4 J.ums HoLLIS, b. Feb. 12, 1855. 

847 SABRA RISLEY (Waite Ri1ile1l, Reuben5
, Job', Sa'l11/

ue'f!, Riehm-a-, Richard1), b. Mar. 20, 1825; m. De Witt M. 
Patrick, Mar. 27, 1844, Cortland, N. Y. 

Children: 
· 555 .ALI.ETTA, b. May 20, 1851. 

556 OTIS DWIGHT, b. Dec. 5, 1855. 

851 MARY P. LOOMIS (Jemima Riiley8, Reuben\ Job', 
Samuec', Rickara-, Rickard1), b. --; m. Comstock. 

Children: 
557 Jilo"E, b. --; m. -- Root. 
558 ADDIE, b. --; m. --· Hosea Covill. 
559 HELEN, unm. 

861 ALONZO B. RISLEY (Roger E.• (?) Rilley. Reuben5
, 

Job', Samue'l3, Richarir-, Rickard1), b. --, 1811; drowned• 
June 26, 1864; m. Julia Parkhurst. 

Children: unknown. 
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:362 WELLS N. RISLEY (Roger E.8 (?) Hidey, Reuben5
, 

Job', Samuel.3, Richarif', Richard'-), b. Oct. 14, 1814; d. Dec. 
6, 1896; m. Lucy Lee Strong. 

Children: 
560 Jom. SnoNG, b. June 19, 1860; m. Clara Car

penter. 
561 MA.Jty E., m. Warren Thompson. 
562 ELSA L. 

:36S FRANKLIN B. RISLEY (Roger E.8 (?) Risley, Reu
ben", Job', SamueZS, Richara-, Richard'-), b. --; (Jiving 
1908) ; m. Sarah Gray. 

Children: 
.56S SAR.AH MAluA, m. Robert Walker, Vernon, Conn • 
.564 WILLIAM F., m. Nellie Talcott, Vernon, Conn. 

'864 MARIA RISLEY (Roger E.8 (?) Risley, Reuben", 
Job', Samuil', Richara-, Richard'-), b. --, 1796; m. Edwin 
.Foster. · 

Children: 
565 ELLlm M., 
566 FllA..--m. 

865 ELIZA RISLEY (Roger E.8 (?) Risley, Reuben", Job', 
.Samuel.3, Richarif', Richard'-), b. Aug. -, 1818; m. Francis 
Wilson. 

Children: 
561 Jom. W., b. --; m. Frances Strong. 
568 MAlllA A., b. --; m. W. B. Sparks. 
569 .ALllERT F. 
570 F:a.,u..-x B. 
571 ALICE. 

872 ALPHONZO RISLEY (Truman6
, Reuben5

, Job', Sam
w:'L', Richara-, Richarii1), b. Sept. -, 1825; m. Mary Jane 
Keeney. Living in San Diego, Cal., 1908. 
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Child: 
572 .A»oN ALPxoNzo, b. May 8, 1850. Unm. Living 

with parents. 

878 LORENZO RISLEY (Truman•, Reuben5, Job4, Sam,
uel8, RichartT-, Richartl!-), b. July 10, 18!7; d. Apr 8, 1900,. 
Hartford, Conn.; m. 1st, April 25, 1852, .Abigail Beasley,. 
Ellington, Conn.; m. 2nd, June 26, 1862, Amelia A. Allen,. 
Melrose, Conn. 

Children, 1st mariage: 
578 .ALllEB.T EilLE, b. Feb. 6, 18t-S. 

2nd marriage: 
574 GEORGE LORENZO, b. Oct. 15, 1867. 
575 EDITH LmoBA, b. Feb. 7, 1875; m. Clement Hyde,. 

July 9, 1908. . 
Lorenzo Risley was a builder and contractor; lived and died 

in Hartford, Conn. 

874 ELIZABETH RISLEY (Truman•, Reuben5
, Job', Sam,

ueza, RichartT-, Richartl!-), b. 18!!9; m. Carlos R. Sadd, Jan. 
18, 1861. Living in Ellington, Conn., 1908. 

Children: 
576 .ALICE Emu, b. Aug. SO, 1868; m. -- Daggett. 
577 TitUMA.~ R., b. Dec. 24, 1864. 
578 EuzilETH, b. Feb. 15, 1867; m. -- Tomlinson,. 

d. June 15, 1905. 
579 CI.All.ENCE R., b. Apr. 11, 1870. 
580 ELLEN MAY, b. May 14, 1874. 

875 CHESTER RISLEY (Elisha•, Benjamin\ Job', Sam
ueza, RichartT-, Richartl!-), b. Oct. 15, 1798, Glastonbury,. 
Conn.; d. Nov. 11, 1885; m. --. 

Children: 
581 WILLI.A.l,I H., b. Feb. 1, 1817. 
58! BENJAMIN. 

588 Cm:sTER. 
584 ~'"RY. 
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585 CKEST.Elt. 
586 DoL:t.Y Al."N (?), b. May 24, 1769; m. --, 1790, 

Elisha R.; d. Dec. 4, 1825. 
587 lsilELLA. 

876 SHUBAL RISLEY (Elisha", Benjamm1
, Job, Sr.", Sam

ueP, Richara-, Rickard'-), b. Dee. 17, 1795; d. Oct. 29, 1852, 
Glastonbury, Conn.; m. .Anna Hollister Feb. 2, 1819, b. Jan. 28, 
1801; d. Dec. 18, 1854. 

Both buried in Glastonbury. 
Children: 

588 WILLWI[ HoLLIST.EJt RlsLEY, b. Sept. 8, 1828; d. 
Jan. 17, 1897. 

589 AlJEL, b. Nov. 24, 1819; d. Sept. 15, 1824. 
590 OREN HoI.I.ISTEJt, b. Oct. 22, 1820; d. Sept. 15, 

1847. 
591 DoLLY, b. Oct. 81, 1825; d. Sept. 14, 1828. 

880 MARY ABBEY (Ruth Rul.ey" Abbey, Moses5
, Mosu', 

Jonatka11!, Rickara-, Rickarif-)., ·b. --; m. David Loomis, 
North Brookfield, N. Y. 

David Loomis and wife buried in Cole Hill cemetery north
west comer Brookfield, N. Y. 

Children: 
592 LuCY Al."N, deceased. 
598 RuSSELL, m. Lavema Lawson; 6 children. 
594 DAVID, m. Martha Chesbro; 8 children. 
595 W.AJtREN, m. Mandana Dix; 4 children. 
596 Pm:u, m. Chester C. Risley; 8 children. 
597 Oiu...-..GE, m. Jennie Lawson; 4 children. 
598 Hm.u.i:, m. 1st, Amelia Ferris; 2nd, Lydia A. Ferris 

Knowles; 8 children. 

881 ALLEN ABBEY (Ruth Risley" Abbey, Moses&, Moses", 
Jonatkan1, Rickarir-, Rickarif-), b. -·-; m. Lovisa Loomis. 

Children.: 
599 MOSES, m. 1st, Charlotte Dennison; 2nd, Amelia 

:Barber. 
600 lSll.AEL, unm. 
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882 HENRY .ABBEY (Ruth Riil,ey0 Abbey, Mo,e,a, Mo-
1e,., Jonathan&, Richartl.2, Richard1), b. --, Sangerfield,. 
N. Y.; d. --, Sangerfield; m. --, Hubbard. 

Children: 
601 HtmBAXD, m. --; 8 children. 
602 MAlLTIN {twin). 
608 MAJLTKA {twin). 
604 LvCY, deceased. 

884 EDWIN .ABBEY (Ruth Riiley0 Abbey, Mo,e.8, Mo,u',. 
Jonathan8,Richard2, Richard1), b. --; m. Susan Cowan. 

Children: 
605 MAJLy, deceased; l son, m. --; 2 children. 
606 Mil.IA, deceased. 
607 CAROLINE, m. Charles GofF; 5 sons. 
608 EDWIN, m. --; 2 daughters, deceased. 

Edwin Abbey was a large farmer and bop grower and 
dealer, in Sangerfield. Died at Waterville; buried in that 
cemetery. 

885 IRA .ABBEY (Ruth Ri8Zey0 Abbey, Mo,e,S, Mose,',. 
Jonathan•, Richartl.2, Richarilf), b. --, Sangerfield, N. Y.; 
m. --, Rhoda Rhodes, North Brookfield, N. Y. Late in life 
moved to Battle Creek, Mich., where he died. Lived many 
years before in N. Brookfield. 

Children: 
609 Lvcn."DA .ABBEY, m. William Hall. 
610 .AxELu. .ABBEY, m. Nathan. Wheeler; 8 children. 
611 Ex.E.u.011. ABBEY, m. Manthus Satterlee; 6 chil-

dren. 
612 Sill11EL .ABBEY, m. Mary Smith; 2 adopted chil

dren. 
618 ROSETTA ABBEY, m. J. Arthur Perry; 8 children. 
614 Ln.x.m .ABBEY, m. C. Walter Carruth; 8 children. 

886 MARIA .ABBEY (Ruth Ri8Zey0 Abbey. Mo,e,5, Moses', 
Jonathan!, Richartl.2, Richard1), b. May 17, 1819, Vienna, 
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N. Y.; d. Sept. 29, 1891, Waterville, N. Y.; m. Aug. 2, 1841, 
Leander Terry; b. Mar. 28, 1818, Sangerfield, N. Y.; d. June 
6, 1862. 

Children: 
615 Jo1m GILBERT, b. June 10, 1848; m. June 8, 1868, 

-- Mason; l son. 
616 E'Vl!:ltETT LEE, .b. Feb. 25, 1846; m. E. Knapp, 

Feb. 18, 1868; Manlius, N. Y.; children. 
617 .ALICE MAlllA, b. Jan. 21, 1854, Waterville, N. Y. 

887 GEORGE ABBEY (Ruth Risley6 Abbey, Mosea\ Mo
aea', JO'llatka11,•, Ricn.ard2, RickariJ''), b. --, Sangerfield, 
N. Y.; m. Jane Cowan, Sangerfield, N. Y. 

Children: 
618 lsABELLA, m. Otis McCartney. 
619 HATTIE, m. --; 1 daughter. 
620 GEOJtGE, m. -- Cory; 2. children. 
621 .ALL:EN, m. -- Wheat; 4 daughters. 

888 LUCINDA RISLEY (Eliaka8
, Moaea5

, Moses', Jon
athan•, RickartP, Rickaril'-), b. Jan. 22, 1825; d. May 1,, 
1906, Vienna, N. Y.; m. Aug. 24, 1856, Isaac Kent of Schuy
ler, N. Y., b. M',ay 16, 1885. Living in Vienna, N. Y., 1908-

Children: 
622 Lo1JISA. Kmn-, b. Sept. IS, 1857; d. --. 
628 .ALBEJtT Kmn-, b. Aug. 10, 1861. 
624 .ALICE KEl-"T, b. Aug. 10, 1861; d. Jan. 5,. I90I-
625 JULIA Kmn-, b. Oct. 6, 1868. 

889 JANE RISLEY (Eliaka8
, Mosea5

, Mosea', Jonat'/iians-,. 
Rickaril'-, Rickaril'-), b. Jan. 25, 1810, Vienna, N. Y.; d. April 
lS, 1892; m. Nov. 27, 1880, Lothrop Forbes. 

Children: 
626 LuCY, b. April 8, 1854; m. Horace Kent, Vienna,, 

N. Y., May 80, 1860. 
627 GEO:&GE, b. Feb~ -, 1886; d. Feb. 8, 1884. 
628 .ANDJtEW, b. Feb. -, 1882; d. Feb-. ll~,. 1880. 
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891 WIT,IJAM RISLEY (EJMn,a,•, Mo,d, Mo.a•, Jona,
thm1.3, Richariff. Richart?-), b. July 11, 1814; d. Oct. IS, 
1871; m. --, 1854, Anna Bagan, b. Mar. 21, 1888; d. Jan. 
so, 1886. 

Children: 
6!9 LlJ'CY, b. Aug. 27, 1855; m. Geo. Taylor, Oneida, 

N. Y., 1879; one son George. 
680 MilTKA, b. July 28, 1858; m. James Taylor, 

Oneida, N. Y., Mar. IS, 1877; one dau. Eva; m. 
H. West. . 

681 .Amm:, o. Oct. 19, 1860; m. Peter Fox, Vienna, 
N. Y., _Feb. 8, 1876; two children, dau. m. 1st 
Dixon, 2nd Rill.; son. 

682 E»WIN, b. April 15, 1868; m. Nettie Kellie, Feb. 
9, 1904; son William. 

6SS JESSE, b. Aug. 6, 1865. 
6M l\fA:&y, b. Mar. 14, 1868; m. David Bailey, Ta.

berg, Ja.n. 10, 1889; one son Wm. Bailey, b. July 
17, 1890; d. April 20, 1899. 

892 LOUISA RISLEY (EGsb,a,9, . Mo11es5, Mo11a4, Jona
tn,a,n•. RichariP, Richard!-). b. Jan. 5, 1818, Vienna, N. Y.; 
d. Feb. 5, 1900; m. Mar. 4, 1849, Rollin Brigham, Vienna, 
N. Y., b. --, 1810; d. Jan. 2, 1855. 

Child: 
6S5 HAu.IET, b. Jan. 12, 1852; m. John Waffle, Feb. 

15', 1872, Camden, N. Y. 

898 FREELOVE SMITH (Thankfw B. Smith•, Abigail 
R.5

• Mo11u•, Jonathan•, RicharJ'-, Richard!-), b. July 27, 1795, 
East Hartford, Conn.; d. Dec. 9, 1869, East Hartford; m. 
May 9, 1816, East Hartford, Conn., Ebenezer Bryant. 

Children: 
686 WILLIAJ,t B. B11.Y.u.--r, b.---; d. July 2, 1867, 

Ea.st Hartford, Conn. 
(Other children.) 

4(f'[ HANSON A. RISLEY (EZi;ah. Jr!, EZi;a1,,,s, Mo-
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ua4, Jonathan:1, R;d,,artT-, Richarif-), b. June 16, 1814, Fre
donia, N. Y.; d. --, Colorado Springs; m. 1st, Harriet 
Crosby, dau. of Dr. Oris Crosby, Fredonia, N. Y.; d. Sept. 
!!8, 1868~ Washin,,,nton, D. C.; m. 2nd,--; living {1908) at 
Colorado Springs. 

By profession, a lawyer; was appointed Master in Chancery 
by Gov. Wm. H. Seward. He was elected Clerk of Chautauqua 
Co. in 1854, and Clerk.of the Assembly, N. Y., in 1861. He 
was appointed supervising special agent of U. S. Treasury 
dep't, by President Lincoln, and continued in the office during 
President Johnson's administration. He was one of the pro
moters and 1irst treasurer of the Lake Shore R. R. 

Children: 
687 OLIVE F. 
688 H.uutmT D., m. Alfred Rodman, a contractor and 

banker of Boston, Mass. 
Both of whom accompanied Wm. H. Seward in his travels 

around the world: Olive was ~opted as W. H. Seward's 
daughter, and was made co-executor of his estate: Died, 1908. 

Hanson Risley had three other children; record unknown. 
{See Young's Hist. Chautauqua Co., p. 490-4~) 

415 ELIZA E. RANDALL (Electa.5 Risley. D~. Moiu", 
J011,Q,t1um3, RichartT-, Rickard'-), b. -, New Hartford, 
N. Y.; d. March 19, 1877'; m. Chester Bartles, Sept. 16, 
1846, of Flemington, New Jersey. 

Children: 
689 J OSEPX BAJtTLES. 
640 MilGAJtET R. BAJtTLES. 

428 ASHBELL RISLEY (Bmjamin11
, Jonathan", Natha11r 

iel_., Jonat1um3
, RichartT-, Rickarif-), b. May S, 1796; d. --, 

E. Hartford, Ct. Buried Hockanum, Ct.; m. Lucinda Good
ale, d. --, 1891, E. Hartford, Ct. 

Children: 
641 DEuA. m. Wm. Judson. 
642 WII.LIAH. 
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648 PHILANDEL 

644 LntAN (living E. Hartford, Ct., 1908). 
645 BENTON, m. -. 
646 Lucros. 
647 M.uxA. 
648 GEORGE. 

649 ROBERT. 

424< BENJAMIN RISLEY (Benjamin•, Jonathan5
, Natha,._ 

iel&, Jonathan', Richard, jr.:, Richard, ar.1 ), b. October 16, 
1797, Gl11.Stonbury. Lived and died East Hartford, Ct.; m. 
Penelope Cooley, Glastonbury, Conn. 

Children: 
650 FRANCIS. 

651 )Luy. 

652 A.VN. 
658 ELIZABETH. 

654 I.EvERETT. 
655 LORENZO. 

656 .ANJ>REW. 
657 Fll.EDEJUCX; moved to San Luis Obispo, Cal. 
658 DwlGHT. 

425 POLLY RISLEY• (Benjamin•, Jonathan\ Nathaniel',. 
Jonathan', Richara-, Richard:-,), b. Feb. 19, 1799; d. --; m.. 
--, Shubal Smith, Glastonbury, Ct. 

Children: 
659 ELIZ'D'lt. 
(Others not known). 

4!6 JARED RISLEY (Benjamin-5, Jonathan°, Natka:triel',. 
Jonathan•, Richara-, Richard:-), b. Feb. 2, 1801; d. Nov. 28, 
187 4; m. --, Harriet Strickland, b. Sept. 8, 1802; d. Jan.. 
28, 1880. 

Was a carpenter and builder. Lived and died E. Hartford,. 
Conn. 

Children: 
660 JA:JLED :M., b. Feb. 18, 18!7; d. May 9, 1885. 
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661 HAu.mT M., b. Jan. 10, 1881; d. Apr. S, 1882. 
662 J.\,,LuaoN C., b. Jan. 19, 1888; d. Apr 14, 1859 

unm. 
668 HENRY, b. --; d. -; two children; one dead. 
664 SELI>EN, m. -, East Hartford, Ct. 

427 ELIZUR RISLEY (BmjfY111ffl•, J0M,than1
, NathanieZ6

, 

J011,0,than8
, RichariP, Richart~-), b. Jan. 20, 1808, Glaston

bury, Conn.; d. Jan. 11, 1872, Hubbardville, N. Y.; m. 1st, 
Carolina Lovisa Risley, Nov. 18, 1828, b. Mar. 1, 1802; d. 
Jan. 19, 1845. 

Elizur Risley was fifth child of Benjamin and Ann Risley~ 
Glastonbury, Conn., and brother of Chauncey, son of Ben
jamin. His wife was first cousin; dau. of Elizur Risley and 
Amelia Mattison. He imigrated from Glastonbury, Conn., to 
Hamilton township, Madison Co., N. Y., in 1828. He located 
one mile north of Hubbardville, where he lived and died. He 
was buried with his wives in the cemetery located in north-west 
comer of the town of Brookfield, N. Y. 

His occupation was carpenter, contractor and builder. 
He was a member of East Hamilton M. E. Church. · 
He was a man of great probity, coupled with great energy 

and activity in business. 

Children: 
665 Cnus, b. Jnne 28, 1824; d. Nov. 17, 1842; un-

married. 
666 GEORGE. 

667 JEROME, b. Apr. SO, 1828; d. Dec. 9, 1849; unm. 
668 JANJ!.S Mol!l."l!.OE. 

669 GooDBICR. 

670 MATILDA. 

671 ALBERT. 

672 Ltrl!UN, b. Apr. 28, 1828; d. Feb. S, 1864; un
married. 

M. ~d wife, Amanda P. Allen, Jan. 4, 1847, d. May 11, 
1884. 
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Children: 
678 JAMES~. 
674 DAVID Rol!iLUlra. 

480 .ANN RISLEY (Benjamin\ Jonafhan5
, Nathaniel', 

Jonathan\ Richara-, Richaril1), b. Aug. 15, 1810; d. Jan. 28, 
1868; m. Austin Hurlburt, Dec. S, 1829, Glastonbury Ct.; d. 
Nov. 9, 1869. 

By occupation a shoemaker. 
Children: 

675 JVLIA. h-i., b. Mar. 26, 1881; m. George Clinton 
Brewer. 

676 EDwAJtD C., b. Aug. 8, 18SS; m. -; no issue; 
d.-. 

677 ClWILES E., b. Oct. 18, 1885; m. Sophia Brewer; 
DO issue. 

678 JOSEPH Hmra.Y, b. Oct. 11, 1887. 
679 MAJty, b. July 20, 1889; m. Philo Brewer, E. Hart

ford. 
680 CiloLINE, b. Sept. 27, 1841; d. Nov. 17, 1868; 

unmarried. 
681 CRA11.I.Orn:, b. Sept. 27, 1841; d. Jan. 15, 1848. 
682 l\1EI:rssA, b. Jan. 8, 1847; m. 1st, Eugene Risley; 

m. 2nd, Robert Hills ; m. 8d, L Lewis. 2 children. 

481 JULIA RISLEY (Benjamine, Jonathan', Nathaniel', 
Jonatha:n.8, Richara-, Richaril1), b. Feb. 10, 1818; d. -; 
m. James Bulkley, East Hartford, Ct. 

Children: 
688 Hm.."ltY ( or E»w AllJ)), left children. 
684 RALPH. 

482 CHAUNCEY RISLEY (Benjamine, JO'll,IJ,tha:n.', Na
thaniel\ Jonatha:n.a, Biehara-, Bicharil1), b. Feb. 9, 1814; d. 
April 11, 1898; m. Sophia Brewer, Sept. 8, 18SS, b. July 11, 
1816; d. Nov. 6, 1906. 

She was a dau. of David and Fanny Hills Brewer, E. Hart
ford, Ct. They were married in the F'll'St Cong. Church, E. 
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Hartford. In lSSS Chauncey removed to Hamilton, Madison 
Co., N. Y. His wife and eldest dau., Ellen, followed a year 
later. Their residence for several years was Talcott Hill in 
the southeast comer of the township of Madison, N. Y. 

In 1849 they moved to the north-east comer of the town
ship of Hamilton, N. Y. In 1870 they moved to Clinton, N. 
Y., where both died and are buried in Clinton Rural Cemetery. 
Chauncey Risley began life as carpenter and builder, subse
quently taking up farming in N. Y. state. Sophia Brewer 
was a descendant of Thos. Brewer, Glastonbury, and Wm. 
Hills of E. Hartford. 

Children: 
685 ELLEN ELIZA.BETH, b. June 28, 1884, Glastonbuz:r, 

Conn. 
686 F.Am.-m Am., b. Aug. 9, 1886, Hamilton, N. Y. 
687 CXAUNCEY, b. Jan. 24, 1888, Brookfield, N. Y. 
688 J.Aloo-e MilrA, b. Nov. 2, 1889, Brookfield, N. Y. 
689 E»wm Hn:.:r.s, b. Feb. -5; 1842, Madison, N. Y. 
690 SYLVESTEJt, b. Jan. 8, 1844; died young. 
691 SYLVEST.EJt, 2nd, b. Mar. 2, 1847, Madison, N. Y. 
692 Al>ELBDT DAVID, b. Aug. 22, 1848, Hamilton, N. Y. 
698 O:&VILLE W .ALLA.CE, b. Oct. 9, 1850, Hamilton, N. Y. 
694 Jll'LIA ADA, b. Apr. 12, 1858; "d. Nov.", 1898. 
695 Am-roN FJ1.EM:ONT, b. Aug. lS, 1855, Hamilton, N. 

Y.; unm., 1908. 
696 LEo:1,-z:TTA, b. Sept. 17, 1858, Hamilton, N. Y. 

4SS SYLVESTER RISLEY (Benjamin'\ Jonathan5
, Na

tha'lliel', Jonathan8, R;chartT-, R;chartlf), b. Sept. 15, 1818; 
d. Aug. 29, 1847; m. Martha .Allen, Dec. 1st, 1840, b. Dec. 
24, 1817. A descendant of Matthew Allen, a founder of 
Connecticut Colony, Hartford, Ct. 

Sylvester was a carpenter and bw1der. 
Both are buried near W-mdsorville, Ct. 
Children: 

697 MilTXA ELVIJI.A, m. Wm. McLean. 
698 B:c.J. ALL:c., b. Nov. SO, 1848; d. Apr. 4, 1844. 
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699 SYLVESTER W:11:., b. Jan. 15, 1846; d. Feb. 4, 1877. 
700 ELLENA .ANl."E, b. Sept. 22, 1847; m. J. Gardiner 

Haines, Trenton, N. J., June 26, 1879. 

485 HIRAM RISLEY (Jona,thai,,•, JO'fUl,tha:n', NathameZ', 
Jonathan•, RickariP, Rickarif-), b. May 28, 1804; d. Feb. 1, 
1862; m. Betsey Greenleaf, Columbus, Chenango Co., N. Y. 

He was a fine mechanical engineer. He was foreman at 
Philo Curtiss' machine shop in Utica, N. Y., in 1840. He 
was employed in Remington's manufactory in Ilion, N. Y., 
and at Maydole Hammer Factory in Norwich, N. Y. In the 
latter years of his life he was a gun-maker, establishment in 
Oriskany Falls, N. Y., and later at his home in Columbus, 
N. Y. He died at Columbus and was buried beside his wife in 
the cemetery at Columbus Center, Chenango Co., N. Y. 

Children: 
701 MAJty ANN, b. Aug. 7, 1829. 
702 ~ G., b. April 18, 18SS. 
708 .ALVIJtA (twin), m. Wm. T. Ferrell, Brooldield, N. Y. 
704 ALvA (twin), d. in infancy. 
705 CAJtox.nra, unm. 
706 JomuA, enlisted Civil War, 76 Regt. N. Y. S. V.; 

died Li'bby prison, Va. 

489 CAROLINE RISLEY ( J onathan9, Jonathan\ Na
thameZ', Jonathan•, RichariP, Richaril1), b. Sept. 5, 1810, 
'Saq-µoit, N. Y. ; d. Jan. 18, 1855 ; m. Samuel De.-rter of Utica, 
N. Y., Nov. 4, 1827, b. Aug. IS, 1806, Paris, N. Y.; d. Aug. 
'21, 1897, Delhi, N. Y. 

Children: 
708 DA:o.'IEL, b. Dec. 28, 1882; moved to Covington, 

Gen. Co., N. Y.; d. Jan. 27, 1855. 
709 LuCY ~"N, b. Dec. 21, 1881; d. Jan. 1, 1889, Au

burn, N. Y. 
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'710 Ih:I,."JtY D., b. Mar. 24, 1857; d. --, Clinton, 
N. Y.; left children. 

'711 LtrcY h-s 2nd, b. Apr. 28, 1842; d. --, Paris, 
N. Y. 

'71! E:w.a:TT, b. Dec.1845'; d. Mar. 17, 1886. 
715 JAMES, b. Nov. 15, 1847; d. Feb. 17, 1855. 
714 F.BEEM.AN D., b. July 16, 1852. Living, Earlville, 

N. Y., 1908. 

449 ELISHA RISLEY, JR. (Eliaha0
, Jonatkan5

, Natk
iel', Jonatkan3

, Richara-, Rickartl2-), b. Aug. 15, 1815, Brook
field, N. Y.; d. Nov. SO, 1861; m. Maria Arnold, Edmeston, 
N. Y. 

Children: 
715' GEORGE, b. Nov. 5, 1842; d. Sept. 1, 1848. 
716 Mo:&TIMER C., b. June SO, 1844. 
717 H.ulw:T M., b. Sept. I, 1845. 
718 THERESSA L., b. Aug. 19; 1847. 
719 M.AJiy Ax.ICE, b. Dec. 6, 1848; d. Jan. -, 1852. 
720 H'E?."XY DE ELTo:s-, b. June 28, 1851. 
721 ELWIN L., b. Nov. 22, 1852; d. Dec. 25, 1899. 
722 HmtBERT J., b. June 4, 1854. 
725 CAJtL D., b. Nov. 11, 1855; d. --, 1895. 
724 PEARL M., b. Jan. 24, 1858. 
725 Ln.LY l\f.Ay, b. May 24, 1859. 
726 CLIFTON, b. June 28, 1861. 

454 RUBY S. RISLEY (Eli..-ur°, Jonathan~, Nathaniel', 
Jonathan', Richara-, RichartP), b. Madison, N. Y., June S, 
1809; d. Ronald, Mich., April 12, 1861; m. June IS, 1827, 
Ebenezer Talcott, son of Joseph Talcott and Anna Boardman 
of Wethersfield, Conn. He was born July 20, 1804; died Oct. 
16, 1865, at Ronald, Mich. They emigrated from Madison, 
N. Y., to Ionia County, Michigan, with their fanu1y about 
1850. 

Ebenezer was a lineal descendant of John Talcott, one of the 
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Hooker party, who was a very forceful man in the Connecticut 
Colony. He was a graduate of Oxford University and prior 
to his emigration to America. was in the employment of the 
Duke of Warwick; he was treasurer of the Connecticut Colony 
from 1652 to 1678 covering & period of twenty-six years. 

Ebenezer was a descendant of Joseph Talcott, who was 
probate judge of Hartford; Lieutenant-Governor in 1724--25,. 
and Governor of the Connecticut Colony in 1756-59, covering 
the period of the Indian wars which preceded the Revolution. 

John Talcott was a member of the Mass. G1meral Court 
prior to his removal to Hartford. He was named one of seven
teen men who were granted the power of government in the 
charter of the Connecticut Colony granted by Charles the 
Second of England in 1662. This charter was hid in the 
famous Charter Oak of Hartford when attempt was made by 
the Crown to obtain possession of the same. 

When the efr'ort ":I'~" made to obtain this charter from the 
Colonies .John T,.!co~ and James Wadsworth produced it,. 
when the candle H&S-~<\''TD out and the charter was hidden in 
the Charter Oak. 

Children: 
727 NELSON Jom. TALCOTT, b. May 12, 1888; d. Oct. 

19, 1865, Ronald, Mich. 
728 Co:u."'ELIA TALCOTT, b. Feb. 25, 1885. 
729 Osc.AR TALCOTT, b. April 12, 1856. 
780 CHAUNCEY CHAlDEXS TALCOTT, b. Feb. 9, 1858. 
781 hVING EBD."EZn TALCOTT, b. Sept. 19, 1841; d. 

June 16, 1844. 
782 GEORGE b.~G TALCOTT, b. Nov. 16, 1845. 
788 A.."Q. AMELu. TALCOTT, b. _.\ug. 22, 1850, at Ron-

ald, Mich. 

456 ALLEN RISLEY (Eli..-ur8, JooathanS, Natho.me'!:', 
Jooathan3, Richard!, Richariff), b. Sept. 4, 1818, Madison,. 
N. Y.; d. Aug. 19, 1898; m. Adelia J. Crowfoot -- 1885, 
b. Oct. -, 1818 ; d. Aug. 5, 1898. · 

Farmer and a man of fine character. 
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Children: 
7544 CHEST.EJt ClWIC.Bns, b. May 18, 1886. Soldier in 

Civil War. 
785 FLORA ANN, b. Feb. 21, 1841; m. Melvin Snow, :N. 

Brookfield. 

4S7 CLARINDA RISLEY (EZim.r°, Jonathan'\ NathameZ',, 
Jonathan3, RichariP, Richartlf), b. Apr. 27, 1816; d. --, 
1888; m. Leonard Abbert --, 1840, ·Hubbardville, N. Y. 
(Madison). 

Children: 
786 ELIZAllETH, b. --, 1841; m. La Mott Stebbins. · 
787 :MARTIN B., b. --, 1844. 

458 HARRIET P. RISLEY (EZi.zurS, Jonathan'\ Natha'flr 
i.el', Jonathan•, RickariP, Richartlf), b. April 18, 1819, Ham
ilton, N. Y.; d. Mar. 7, 1884;m. Samuel Niles, -- 1854, 
b. Oct. 14, 1810. 

They emigrated to Michigan, Ionia Co. 
Children: 

788 .Al.-»JtEW J. NILES, b. Nov. 19, 1885, Madison, N. 
Y.; d. Sept. 25, 1899, Michigan. 

789 PlloEBE J. NILES, b. Nov. 18, 1887, Madison, N. Y. 
740 '.H:E?.-itY J. NILES, b. May 8, 1889, Madison, N. Y. 
741 ELIZA J. NILES, b. Mar. 11, 1841, Madison, N. Y. 
742 W ALT.EJt J. NILES, b. Aug. 8, 1842, Madison, N- Y. 

461 CHARLES F. RISLEY (Elizur°, Jonathan5
, Nathan

iel', Jonathan•, RickariP, Richartlf), b. Sept. 26, 1824, d. 
Feb. 19, 1896; m. Dec. 7, 1844, Eliza Ann Thurston, b. Sept. 
28, 1826; d. Jan. 11, 1902, Hamilton, N. Y. 

Children: 
748 REt111EN AUGUSTINE, b. Sept. 26, 1845. 
744 RoSALTXA !>ETT, b • .Aug. 22, 1847. 
745 VIOLA ELIZAllETR, b. Oct.• 4, 1850;. d.. Dec. 15., 

1850. 
746 IDA BELLE, b. July 18, 1854. 
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46! CHESTER CHAMBERS (Ha'lllll,Q],, R!, Jonathan5
, 

Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Richarir, Rickarrlf), b. Aug. 9, 180!; 

d. --, 1894( ?), Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. Ann Risley ( only 
child of Geo. Risley, youngest son of Nathaniel"). 

Children: 
747 l\-!ELJSSA M., b. Jan.-, 1859; d. Feb. 14, 1841. 
748 MA.ltTXA A., b. Oct.-, 1841; d. Oct. 7, 184!. 

464 ROXANNA CHAMBERS (Ha'IVIUl1,, Rilley" C., Jona
than\ Nathaniel", Jonatha11.3, Richarir, Richarrlf), b. Feb. 
11, 1807; d. Jan. !8, 185!; m. 1st, John Wallace, --, 18!5: 
a.--, 1828; m. !nd, Nathan Lampson. 

Children (Wallace): 
749 M:EussA, b. --, 18!6. 
750 OB.VILLE J., b. Aug., 18!8. 

~nd marriage {Lampson) : 
751 CHAtmCEY. 

75! NATRAN, JJL 
758 :t\:LuTXA. 
754 l\wtsxALL. 
7 55 .ADELIA. 
756 lli:s-. 
757 l\wtGAll.ET. 

758 NELSO:i.. 

7 59 BER1'"IA, m. Geo. Stevens; no children. 

474 HANNAH A. RISLEY ( Chawncey", J onatkan5
, Na

thaniel•, Jonathan.3
, Rickarir, Rickarrlf), b. Aug: S, 1815. 

Lived and died Vernon, N. Y.; m. Walter Todd--. 1854, 
Vernon, N. Y. 

Children: 
760 D. PULASXI, b. Dec. 5, 1855. 
761 CHAUNCEY R., b. Feb. 16, 1858. 
76! J. OB.lllo1'-», b. Sept. 5, 1841. 

475 HENRY RISLEY (Syl'De1ter8, Jonatkan5
, Nathaniel", 

Jonathan1
, Richarir, Rickarrlf), b. Aug. 10, 1818; d. June 27, 

1849, Clinton, N. Y.; m. Eleanor Cowles, Nov. 27, 1841. 
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Children: 
768 ROSALIA. 

764 Bnto:N P.u.m:a. 
765 .Hm."ltY D. 

476 JULIUS CAESAR RISLEY (Sylvester\ JonathanG, 
Nathaniel .. , Jonathan-a., RichartP, Richarti'"), b. Jan. 10, 18!1; 
d. Dec. 12, 1884, Hamilton, Madison Co., N. Y.; m. Miss 
Dix, of Oriskany Falls. 

Children: 
766 MmtCELL Tu: ETTE. 
767 E:mr.A. 
768 LTRAlllNE. 
769 CLAlt!:NcE. 

770 CLD.'TON EtrGENE. 

477 PERRY SMITH RISLEY (Syl'Deater", JonathanG, 
NathanieZ", Jonathan", RichartP, Richard'"), b. Dec. 14, 1822; 
d. Jan. 18, 1904, Waterville, N~:y.; m. Jan. 16, 1849, Eliza. 
Smith. 

Children: 
77l 1fmmy CLAYTON, b. Feb. 17, 1850; d. Sept. 8, 

1870, Cornell University. 
772 WILLETT PEDY. 
778 F:a..c.-x EtrGENE, M. D., Brooklyn, N. Y.; unm. 
774 MAJt.y ELIZA, unm., Brooklyn, N. Y., Am. Surety 

Co. 

478 CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS RISLEY (Syl'Dester8, 
Jonathan", Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Richarir, Richaro!-), b. 
May 10, 18!!5; d. May SO, 1895; m. 1st, Sarah Colson, Jan. 
17, 1840, granddaughter of soldier of American Revolution; 
2nd, Delia Wightman, Oct. 26, 1851. 

Children: 
775 G:nntUDE (1st marriage). 
776 Dx FoJtEST (2nd marriage); d. without issue. 
777 A:&TXll'lt W1GHTMA.."l (2nd marriage), b. Apr. 18, 

1859; d. May 81, 1862. 
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778 CIWtLES CAROLL (2nd marriage), b. Aug. 28, 1861; 
d. Mar. 4, 1894. 

779 H.uw:&T ELIZA (2nd ma..--r:iage ). 

4179 LOUISA RISLEY (SyZwner', JOMfhm1,1, Nathamez•,. 
JO'llathtm•, Richartll, Richard"), b. Aug. 28, ·1527; m. Den
slow Welch, July 1, 1845: 

Children: 
780 UNT.HA. WELcx, b. Mar. -, 1846. 
781 NETTIE WELCH, b. July 8, 1851. 
782 Alllos WELc:e:, b . .May 9, 1855. 
788 MARY LomSA WELc:e:, b. July 25, 1858. 
784 A»ox.nros WELC:e:, b. Dec. 11, 1861. 
785 E»rr:e: T:e:.u.,o,ll'L WELc:e:, b. May 6, 1870. 

480 GORDON FOX RISLEY (Syl'Den~, JO'llat'h.0111,', Na
thameZ\ J()'ll,Q,than3, Richaro!-, Richard"), b. Sept. 28, 1829; 
d. Aug. 11, 1898, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Eve Ann Green, June 
26, 1852. 

Children: 
786 ORSON c. 
787 G:Do"EVIEVE-

788 EvANGELno~ 
789 EB.:!."'EST SYLVESTER. 

48S CHESTER CHAMBERS RISLEY (Syl-oe,ter', JOM
than\ NathameZ', JO'llatka111,•, Richarii:-, Richard"), b. Feb. 
1, 1884; d. Dec. 20, 1882; m. Phila Loomis, Nov. 9, 1876. 

Children: 
790 MARY LOUISE. 

791 No:itvA Cm:sTD. 
792 JOHN MILTON. 

485 MARION FRANCIS RISLEY (Syl'De,t~, Jonatkan', 
Natkamez•, Jonathan3

, Ric"hartl!, Rickard"), b. Mar. 12, 
1887; d. Jan. 28, 1887; m. Helen M. Beebe Nov. 9, 1865. 

Cln1dren: 
798 ZADA MAm:o:N. 
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794 MilGll'EJUTE BEEBE. 

Marion F. Risley was a large farmer and hop grower Madi
son, N. Y. 

486 MARY ANN RISLEY (Sylveater8, Jonathan5
, Nath

aniel', Jonathan', RicharoJ, Richarof), b. Apr. 50, 184!; 
<L Dec. 25, 1898; m. Alfred Thompson, Dec. 18, 1861, Madi
son, N. Y. 

487 JOHN MILTON RISLEY (Sylve,ter8
, Jonathan5, Na

thaniel', Jonathan/', RicharoJ, Richarof), b. June 1, 1845; 
m. Susan R. Proctor Oct. 16, 1878, Smyrna, N. Y. Have two 
adopted daughters Bertha and Edna. Is a prominent farmer 
at Cassville, N. Y. (1908). 

488 MARY ANN ROBERTS (John S.8 Roberta, E,tne,> 
Somer,. Esther' Risley. Richard'. Richara-, Richartlf). b. Oct. 
!4, 1820; d. Feb. 12, 1868; m. Alfred Dixon Brandruf, Ohio, 
Sept. 18, 184!, b. l\ta.r. 4, 1819; d. June 17, 1900, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Children: 
795 MAltTRA, b. Aug. !8, 1848. 
796 MA.Jty, b. May 8, 185!. 

489 SARAH ROBERTS (John Somer,8 Robert,, Esther 
Somer,1 Roberta, Esther Risley' Somer,, Richard'. RicharoJ, 
Richartlf). b. --; m. Sept. 16, 1867, Robert G. Rhodes, 
Battle Creek, Mich.; d. Nov. 15, 1907; b. St. Paris, Ohio. 

Children: 
797 MA.Jty ELIZA, Rxo»ES, b. Cleveland, Minn. 
798 JESSIE VmGDo"IA Rxo»ES, b. St. Peter, Minn. 

490 EVAN J. RISLEY (Jeremiah8
, Ed'tlJar<P, Jeremiah', 

Jeremiah•, Richara-. Richar_d1), b. Nov. 9, 1888, Gloucester 
Co., New Jersey; m. Emily Frambes, 1860 (?). 

Children: 
799 Asso::."llo"ETTE, b. July 14, 1868; m. Preston B. 

Adams~ S! children. 
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800 IDA J., b. Jan. 6, 1861. 
801 HAlui.Y S., b. July 15, 1866; m. Sallie Barnstead; 

2 children. 
802 KATE H., b. Sept. 7, 1868; m. George Adams; 5 

children. 
SOS CHARLES E., b. Feb. 8, 1871 ; m. Lillian Blake; IS 

children. . 

804 IDA M., b. July 12, 1875; m. Howard Harris; 2 
children. 

805 GEJtTll.trDE, b. June S, 1876; m. Logan McConnell; 
l child. 

806 EDNA, b. Oct. 50, 1878; m. Clarence Nicholson. 
807 Mn.'"NIE, b. Mar. 12, 1881 ; d. Sept. 12, 1881. 
808 WAJIJ,"Elt, b. May 18, 1885; m. Beulah Ferguson; 

1 child. 
809 REYNOLD, b. Mar. 8, 1886; m. Winnie Fahy. 

511 N. ELTON RISLEY (Natkani,e-CS Risky, Ed'lDarrP, Jer
emiah, jr.', Jeremiah/', Rickara-, Richard:-), b. April 6, 1871,. 
Pleasantville, N. J. Unmarried {1908). 

517 SAMUEL DOTY RISLEY (John S!, Joab5, Jere
miah.'(?), Jerenuah3

, Rickartr,. Richartf-), b. Jan. 16, 1845,. 
Cincinnati, O.; m. 1st, March 11, 1871, Emma D. Thompson, 
b. June -, 1845; d. Aug. 25, 1904; m. 2nd, Julia Louise
Robinson, Jan. 16, 1907. 

Children: 
810 .AltTHtra DoTY, b. Dec. 14, 1871. 
811 FLORENCE GIDo-x.IA, b. June-, 1875; d. Mar. 11,. 

1896. 
812 HELEN :W.U, b. Oct. -, 1874. 
815 JoHN Noll.MA.~, b. April 9, 1876; m. Mary Hal

bert, Nov. 11, 1905; 1908, no issue. 
814 R:EBEXAX HILDEG.All.J)E, b. March-, 1885. 

The following is taken from "Universities and Their Sons,"' 
Vol 1, p. 561: 
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RisLEY, S.uroEL DoTY, 1845, 

Professor of Ophthamology, and Manager University Hos
pital since 1896, was born in Cincinnati, O., 1845; early edu
cation in schools of Ohio and Iowa; served through Civil War 
with 20th Reg. Iowa Volunteers; graduated M. D. Univ. of 
Pa., 1870; Chief of Eye Clinic, Univ. Hospital, 1872-90; Leet. 
on Ophthalmoscopy, and .Asst. Ophthalmic Surgeon; Prof • 
.Astronomy at Wagner's Free Inst. of Science, 1871-74; Ph. 
D. Wagner's Inst., 1874; VJSiting Surgeon Dispensary Staff of 
Protestant Episcopal, 1878-76; Out-Door Physician to North
ern Dispensary, 1871-74; Ophthalmologist and Otologist 
Protestant Episcopal Hospital, 1877-88; A. M. Univ. of 
Iowa, 1888; Prof. Ophthalmology Philadelphia. Polyclinic and 
College for Graduates in Medicine and Alumni Manager Univ. 
Hospital since 1896; holds many professional offices. 

Samuel Doty Risley, A. M., M. D., Ph. D., was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 16, 1845, descended from a very 
old English family. Richard Risley arrived in America with 
Cotton and Hooker in 1688, locating in Newtown (now Cam
bridge), and moved into the Connecticut valley with Hooker's 
party, their names being commemorated on a shaft which 
stands in the Central Presbyterian Churchyard Cemetery in 
H~ord. (Rev.) Dr. Risley was educated in the public 
schools of Cincinnati and later at Davenport, Iowa, whither 
his parents had emigrated in 1857. When but seventeen years 
of age, stirred by patriotic impulses of the period, he enlisted 
with the Twentieth Regiment of Iowa Volunteers, serving his 
country until the close of the Civil War. In the autumn of 
1865 he entered the Iowa State University, at Iowa City, but 
broke oft" his College course in April, 1867, in order to take up 
medical studies in the office of Dr. Lucius French of Daven
port. Here he remained until the following year, matriC11U1t
ing in 1868 in the Medical Department at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He graduated as Doctor of Medicine in 1870, 
and remained in Philadelphia, making himself a specialist on 
eye diseases. In 1871 he was appointed Clinical .Assistant at 
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Wills Eye Hospital, and in the following year was made Chief 
of the Eye Clinic at the Hospital of the University of Penn
sylvania, a position which he held until 1890. He early be
came a Lecturer Ophthalmoscopy in the University and As
sistant Ophthalmic Surgeon to the University Hospital. At 
the present time he is an Alumni Manager of the University 
Hospital. Dr. Risley's outside interests as a medical practi
tioner have been very large.· For three years he was Visiting 
Surgeon on the Dispensary Sta.ft" of the Protestant Episcopal 
Hospital, and later served as Ophthalmologist and Otologist 
to that Hospital. He is now Attending Surgeon at the Wills 
Eye Hospital, Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Training School 
for the Feeble Minded at Vmeland, N. J., and Ophthalmolo
gist on the Medical Board of the Pennsylvania Training 
School for the Feeble Minded until elected to the Board of 
Managers in 1897. He is also Professor of Diseases of the 
Eye at the Philadelphia Polyclinic, and Fellow of the College 
of Physicians, and served for two years as chairman of the 
section on Diseases of the Eye. Dr. Risley has several times 
gone abroad for study and observation, and was a member 
of the International Ophthalmic Congress at Edinburgh in 
1894, and at Utrecht in 1899. He is a. member of the Ameri
can Ophthalmological Society, and served as its President in 
1908, the Climatological Society, the American Academy of 
Medicine, of which he was elected President in 1900, and the 
American Medical Association, and was Chairman of the Sec
tion in Ophthalmology of the last named society in 1898. 
For a few years in his younger life Dr. Risley was Professor 
of Astronomy in Wagner's Free Institute of Science in Phila
delphia, this teaching body having conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 187 4. In 1888 he received 
a Master of Arts degree from the University of Iowa, where 
he had been a student in his youth. From early life Dr. Ris
ley has been active in religious and philanthropic work, his 
interest in the Young Men's Christian Association having 
been continuous for many years. For a long time he was 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Alumni Society 
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-of the Medical Deparbnent of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and is at present Vice-President of the society, and he has 
l>een the Alumni Manager of the University Hospital from 
1896 to this date. Dr. Risley is a member of the Art Club, 
the Union League, and the University Club of Philadelphia. 
He was married in 1870 to Emma D. Thompson, and has 
'his offices at 1728 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, having a 
~ountry house at Media, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. For 
,years Dr. Risley has been a frequent and industrious contrib
utor to the literature of his special branch of medical science. 
His publications number upwards· of two hundred papers and 
articles. The work upon which he personally sets the most 
value is that relating to the hygiene of vision in the schools. 
This is a subject to which he has given his uninterrupted 
study since 1878, and his investigations have been productive 
of much good in improving the hygienic conditions in our 
public and private schools. He was the first to point out the 
relation existing between certain . congenital defects in the 
eyes of children and the increasing percentage of near sight 
in the schools-hence the necessity for an examination of the 
children's eyes as a preliminary to their admission to the 
schools. 

He is one of the directors of the Descendants of Richard 
Risley, Incorporated. 



EIGHTH GENERATION 

521 .ALMIRA RISLEY (Haroezl Ril'ley, Theodore0
, Bm

jamin5, Joh:n, jr.', JohnS, Richara-, Richard1
"), b. June 9, 

1829; m. Nov. -, 1854, George Austin Warren, b. Oct. 27, 
1827; d. Sept. 6, 1898. 

Children: 
815 ELLA Mn.-nvA, b. Mar. 17, 1856; m. Nov. 19, 

1879~ H. I. Peary, Byron, Ga. 
816 H.uVEY RlsLEY, b. Mar. 29, 1862; m. Harriet B. 

Latz, Jan. 14, 1892, Los Angeles, Cal. 
817 Lours NEWTON, b. Feb. 16, 1864; m. 1st, Annie 

M. Minor, Sept. 18, 1891; 2nd, Lillie E. Oliver, 
Nov. 25, 1897, Silver Lane, Conn. 

818 SAJLAH Alm, b. Aug. 20, 1866. 

522 ANNE RISLEY (Haroey'T Riiley, Theodore6
, Benjo,

mm5, John, Jr:', John3
, Richara-, Richarilf), b. Nov. 9, ISM, 

Buckland, Conn.; m. Seth Vmton, May 2, 1860. 
Children: 

819 .Am."E R.IsLEY V:mTON. 

820 ESTHE1t Mn.-nvA V:mToN, m. Clinton Williams. 
821 JoRN R.u."DOLPH VINTON, 'llllln. 

822 MA.Jty BJ1.EWSTE11. VINTON. 

828 h~-m LoUISE VINTON, m. Edward P. Collins. 

528 LEWIS E. RISLEY (A.1G1, A.,a0
, Gre,ham5, Richartr, 

SamueT!', Richara-, Richard1), b. --, 1824, New Hampshire; 
m. Emily Evans, Piermont, N. H. 

Children: 
824 RoBDT LEwis, b. --, 1851, Piermont, N. H. 
825 ClUll.LES ASA, b. --, 1852, Hanover, N. H. 

m6 MARY P. ERWIN (NancyT Pea,e, Laura G.0 Rilley, 
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Benjamin°, Richard'(?), Sanrw,e"P, Richara-, Richard'-), b. Jan. 
29, 1850, Cleveland, 0. ; m. Cyrus E. J obnston, Nov. 20, 1870, 
Cleveland, O., b. Nov. 22, 1841, Berlin, Vt. 

542 J.\,IARY D. RISLEY (.AZ1Jah? Risley, Reuben, Jr.8, Reu
ben0, Job", Samue-P, Richara-, Richard'-), b. Sept. 20, 1847, 
Truxton, Cortland Co., N. Y.; m. Peter D. Muller Feb. 15, 
1871, Truxton, N. Y., b. June 29, 1848. 

Children: 
826 ALvAR RisLEY MlJLLER, b. Dec. 6, 1871, Tm.non, 

N. Y.; m. J. G. Warrington, Syracuse, May !9, 
1894. 

827 JENNIE LOUISE Mll'LLER, b. Sept. 12, 1875. 

544 HENRY E. TURNER (Robert7 Turner, Mary RiJJZey8 

(Turner), Re-u,ben°, Job•, Samue-P, Richara-, Richard'-), b. 
April 1, 1880; m. --. He is a Union Veteran of the Civil 
War and late County Judge of Lewis Co., N. Y.; lives at Low
ville, N. Y. Was a member of the Board of Regents of New 
York. 

Children: 
828 W:r.i:. HP:NltY ALLisoN. 
829 EDITH. 

880 Co11..."-ELIA. 
881 LoUISE. 

545 HELEN MAR ~NER (Robert7 Turner, Mercy Ris
ley8 (Turner), Reuben~, Job•, SamueP, Richara-, Richard'-), 
b. Sept. 15, 1881, Claremont, N. H.; m. Sept. 10, 1851, 
W.W. Whedon, Munsville, N. Y. Resides Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Children: 
882 HELEN MARGARET, b. Oct. S, 1852, Ann Arbor; m. 

Rev. Wm. J. Wibb, Nov. SO, 1881. 
888 W:II.LLU!: TUID.-mt, b. July 20, 1859, Norwood, 

Mass., 1904; m. 1st, Mildred Knowlton, June 20, 
1889, d. Apr. 9, 1897; m. 2nd, Florence ;Loomis, 
June 28, 1898; 2 children 1st wife: Helen K. Whe
don, Florence Mildred. 



128 THE DESCENDANTS OF lllCRAllJ> msLEY 

884 MAY, b. May 51, 1865, Chelsea, Mich.; m. Dr. T. 
C. Phillips, 552 Juneau Ave., Milwaukee, W1S.; 
1 child, Helen. 

855' SuSA (twin), b. Jan. 18, 1868, Ann Arbor; unm.; 
teaching in N. Y., 1904. 

856 SAJtA (twin), b. Jan. 18, 1868, Ann Arbor, unm.; 
living SH N. State St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 

857 Cutom."E F:B.ANCES, b. Dec. --, 1854; d. Mar. 
--, 1860. 

546 SUSANNAH MERCY TURNER (Robert-: Turner, 
Mercy Risley8 (Turner), Reuben\ Job\ SamueP., Rickara-, 
Rickarfll-). b. Oct. 11, 1855, Brewer, Maine; m. 1st, Noah 
Richardson; 4 children ( one dead) ; m. 2nd, E. A. Spence; 2 
clilldren; 551 Jefferson St., Ann .A:rbor, Mich. 

Children, first marriage: 
858 l\bs. C. M. HILL, 525 Jefferson Ave., Saginaw, 

Mich, --, 1904. 
859 l\bs. Cnr.us Y.Al.-xEY, Wansan, Wis. 
840 l\bs. H.B. WYETH, Evanston, DI. 
841 JESSIE Ric:HARDso:Y, Ann Arbor. 

Children, second marriage: 
842 Fx.oRENCE s~CE, Morgantown, w. Va. 
845 Ross SPENCE, Morgantown, W. Va. 

548 WILLIAM T. HALE (Marcia M.-: Turner, Mercy 
Risley8 Turner, Reuben5 Rilil,ey, Job', Sam.ueT!', Rickara-, Ric7,,
o:rfll-), b. Nov. 4, 1856; m. Addie, Oct. 27, 1880. 

Child: 
844 PEARL Es-ran, b. Sept. 25, 1885 . 

.549 W ALI.ACE L. HALE (Marcia M.-r Turner, Mercy Ris-
1,ey• Turner, Reuben5 Ri&l,eg, Job, Sr.4, Sam:u.eP., Richara-, Rich,
arfll-), r}. Feb. 6, 1866; m. Grace Gertrude Griswold, April 17, 
1901. 

Child: 
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845 WALLA.CE GBISWOLI> HALE, b. Feb . .24, 1902. 

552 HENRY A. RISLEY (ReubmT, Waite8, Reuben', Job', 
Samuel!, RicllariP, Richarif-), b. May SO, 1841; m. Laura A. 
Keeney, Dec. 24, 1878. Resides in Camden, Ind. 

Children: 
846 HATTIE M., b. Oct. SO, 1878. 
847 Cr.YJ>E IL, b. Mar. 17, 1881. 
848 RAY REmiEN, b. May 9, 1884. 
849 CLAJIICE L., b. July 9, 1886. 
850 ESTELLA MAY, b. Dec. 27, 1889. 

554 JAMES HOLLIS RISLEY (ReubenT, Waite•, Reuben', 
Job', Samuel!, RicllartT-, Richard'-), b. Feb. 12, 1855; m. Liz
zie Wixon, Sept. S, 1874. Resides South Bend, Ind., 1908. 

Children: 
851 BLANCXE H., b. Sept. s, 1875. 
852 HEunT R., b. Oct. 27, 1877. 
858 HAzEt. G:u.a:, b. Dec. 12, 1894. 

560 JOBN STRONG RISLEY (Welu N.T Ri81,ey, Roger 
E!, Reuben', Job', Samu.er, Ricllara-, Ricllartl'-), b. July 19, 
1860. Resides Manchester Green, Conn.; m. Clara Carpenter. 
(Dead). 

Children: 
854 Jo'I!!N S., J~ b. Aug. 18, 1894. 
855 GLADYS, b. Dec. 5, 1896. 

562 ELSA L RISLEY (Welu N.T Ri87.ey, Roger E!, Reu
ben', Job', Sam1.uiZS, Richara-, Ricllartl'-), b. --; m. H. S. 
Keeney. 

Children: 
856 MA.BELL 
857 RUBY. 

578 ALBERT EARL RISLEY (LorenzoT, TT'Ul111,Q.1'&, Reu
ben', Job, ar!, Samue-ZS, Richara-, Richarif-), b. Feb. 6, 1858; 
m. Nellie Augusta Lombard, July 26, 1876. 
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Albert Earl Risley is paying teller in 2Etna National Bank, 
Hartford, Conn. He is treasurer of the incorporation of 
"The Descendants of Richard Risley," and with great in
terest has devoted much time to its advancement. 

Children: 
858 LoUIS ALBEJtT, b. Dec. 14, 1877; d. Feb. 28, 1878. 
859 lVIABEL EARL, b. Oct. S, 1879; d. Feb. 18, 1884. 
860 NELLIE ALLE...._, b. June 8, 1882. 
861 AtrGUSTtrs LoXBAJtD, b. Feb. 25. 1884 • 

.Albert E. Risley, bom in Hartford, Conn., where his mother 
died in 1857, and he was taken to his grandparents in El
lington, Conn., until the second marriage of his father in 
1862, when he again returned to Hartford, his present resi
dence. He was educated in Edwin Hall's Classical School in 
Ellington and the Hartford Public High School 

In 1871, at the age of 18, he entered the employment of 
the 2Etna National Bank, Hartford, as junior clerk, having 
served continuously in that employment, he is serving as pay
ing teller since 1890. He married in 1876, Nellie Augusta 
Lombard, daughter of Augustus Lombard of Boston. He died 
when his daughter was very young, in Central America whither 
he had gone to purchase a coff'ee plantation. 

Mr. Risley, in connection with Mr. Edwin H. Risley of 
Utica and others, was largely instrumental in the promotion 
and incorporation of the " Descendants of Richard Risley of 
Hartford, Conn." 

He is a 82nd Degree Freemason. 

575 EDITH LIDORA RISLEY (Lorenz.o7 2nd marriage. 
Truman°, Reiiben', Job\ SamueP, Richara-, Richartr-), b. 
Feb. 7, 1857; m. Clement C. Hyde, July 9, 1908. 

Edith L. Risley was educated in Hartford Public and High 
Schools; New Britain Normal School, and graduated in 
Wesleyan College, Middletown, Conn. Afterwards taught in 
the New Britain Normal and the Public High School until her 
marriage. Mr. Hyde is a member of the High School Faculty. 
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581 WILLIAM H. RISLEY (Chester7
, Elis1w.", BenjaminD, 

Job•, Samuel!, Richard2, Ric1w.ra!-), b. Feb. 1, 1817, Glaston
bury, Conn.; d. Feb. 28, 1870; m. Delia. Ann Hills, b. Sept. 
15, 1817; d. Oct. 28, 1902. 

Children: 
862 ADELA, b. Dec. 15, 1840; trustee Risley Incorpora-

tion. 
868 Ax.ICE HI:r.r.s, b. Sept. S, 1842. 
864 WILLIAJ,I E., b. April SO, 1844. 
865 EDw.AltD. 
866 A11G1J'STA (?) •. 

588 WILLIA.I"\'! HOLLISTER RISLEY (Shubal:, Elis1w.0• 

Benjamln1S, Job, sr!, Samuel', Richard2, Richard!-), b. Sept. 8, 
1828; d. Ja.n. 17,.1897, Ber~ Ct.; m. 1st, Mirinda. Wilcox, 
Nov. 20, 1844; 2nd, Miss Hooker; Srd, Frances E. Miles, 
Sept. 19, 1855. 

Mr. Risley wa.s engaged in commercial pursuits in the town 
of Berlin. 

Child by 2nd marriage: 
867 · CHEST.ER Hooxn.. 

Children by Srd marriage: 
868 JE?-"?.'"IE, m. Chaffee. 
869 KATE, b. --. 
870 WILI.IA.H 1\-.hr.Es. 
871 LEoNIE, m. Eddy. 

Mr. Wm. M. is Vice-President; Miss Ka.te is Recording Sec
retary of" The Descendants of Richard Risley." 

William H. represented the town of Berlin in the Legisla
ture f ~r two terms a.nd held many town offices at various 
times. 

598 RUSSELL LOOMIS (Mary A.bbq/ LoomlB, Ruth Ris-
7.ey0 A.bbey, MosuD, Mosu4, Jonathan3, Richara-, Richara!-). 
b. --, North Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Laverna Lawson, 
Smyrna., N. Y. Both buried in Cole Hill Cemetery, Brookfield, 
N. Y. 
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Children: 
872 CAlllllE, m. George Kelterer, Penn Yan, N. Y.; 2: 

daughters. 
878 ExooENE, m. John Roshford, Waterville. N. Y.; 2:. 

daughters. 
87 4 MD."NIE, unmarried. 
875 EmnCJ!!, m. Geo. Isaa.cs. 

594 DAVID LOOMIS (Mary .A.bbey., Lo0111M, Ruth Riile1l· 
.A.bbey, Mo,ns Rilley, Mo,u•, Jonatluma-, RichartP, Ric7,,
ard'-). b. --, North Brookfield, N. Y.; d. same pla.ce; m... 
--, Martha. Chesbro. 

Children: 
876 ELLA, m. Adelbert Rice, Hamilton, N. Y. 
877 E:MXA, m. Fay Sawdy, Earlville, N. Y. 
878 C.u.lsTA, unmarried. 

Da.vid Loomis served in the 114th Regt.., N. Y. S. V .. , for
three years in the Civil War. Was a wa.gon maker. 

595 WARREN LOOMIS (Mary .A.bbey., Loomll, Ruth RiB-
Zey• .A.bbey, Mo,us Rilley, Mo,e,•, Jonathan!, Ru:hartP, Ru:1,,
ard'-), b. --, North Brookfield, N. Y.; m. --, Mandan&. 
Dix. 

Children: 
879 ELJmB, deceased. 
880 LEN.&, m. --; 1 daughter. 
881 EHERSON, m. May Miller; S or 4 children. 
882 MARY, m. Gaylord Butler; 2 children, son, dau. 

596 PHILA LOOMIS (Mar1l .A.bbey Loomil, Ruth Rilleya,. 
Abbey, Mo,e,s Ruley, Mo,e,•, Jonathan!; Richarir., Jrtehr. 
ard'-), b. --, North Brookfield, N. Y .. ; m. --, Chester C.. 
Risley. 

Children: 
(See descendants of Chester C.7 Risley, No. 488.) 

597 ORANGE E. LOOMIS (Mary Abbey1 LoO'TTIU, Ruth. 
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RiiT,e,l Abbey, Moad Riiley, Mo•u', JO'IUdhan', Richarir, 
Richaril'·-), b. Nov. 14, 1840, North Brookfield, N. Y.; d. June 
10, 1907, Hubbardsv.ille, N. Y.; m. Nov. 17, 1868, Jennie 
Lawson, Smyrna, N. Y., d. Oct.~ 1907. 

Children: 
888 WALTER 0., b. Oct. 21, 1870, Hubbardsv.ille, N. Y. 
884 Fu:J> R., b • .April 8, 187S, Hubbardsville., N. Y. 
88.5 DAVID S., b. Dec. 16, 1875, Hubbardsv.ille, N. Y~; 

d. Mar. 2, 1891. 
886 J:c.~"IE A., b. Dec. 28, 1885; teacher. 
887 EDWIN L., b. July 2, 1882. 

Orange Loomis was a. farmer, Hubbardsville, N. Y. Served 
three years in the Civil W a.r with the 114th Regt., N. Y. S. V., 
Co. G. He was a. man of great probity of character. 

598 HIRAM LOOMIS (Marg ..A.bbey-: Lo0111U, Rut7,, Riiuy• 
Abbey, Mo•eis Riiley, Mosu", J~an!, Richarir~ Ric1,,
ari!f), b. Jan. 14, 1842, North Brookfield, N. Y.; m. 1st., .Ame
lia Ferris; 2nd, May 17, 187S, · Lydia A. Ferris Knowles, 
Waterville, N. Y., b. July 7, 1850; d. Ma.y 12, 1902. 

Children, a.ll bom in North Brookfield, N. Y.: 
888 JESSE M., b. Nov. !, 1874; m. .Alma M. Austin, 

July 4, 1895, d. Ma.y !7, 1905. 
889 FJt,U,.-X R., b. July 15, 1876; deceased, Jan. 10, 

1889. 
890 L MAY, b. May 7, 187S; m • .Albert Ogden, Oct. 

!5, 1894, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 
891 ADNA R., b. July 28, 1880. 
892 HATTIE A., b. Feb. 5, 188!; m. Walter Bush, Feb. 

!7, 1908. 
89S WII.LIE F., b. May 7, 1888; m. Elsa. V a.n De Boe 

July !l, 1908. 
894 C.AJUU:E:; b. May 5, 1885; m. D. J. Ross, May 9, 

1908. 
895 F A2'~-m, b. Oct. 22, 1886; unmarried. 

Hiram was a farmer and hotel-keeper a.t North Brookfield 
R. R. Station. 
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599 MOSES ABBEY (.J.llm1 .Abbey, Ruth Rille'!/ .Abbey, 
Mo1e15 Rilley, Mo1e14, JO'llath.atn.a, Richaril2, Richard'), b. 
--, Brookfield, Mad. Co., N. Y.; m. 1st, Charlotte Denni
son; m. 2nd, Amelia Barber. 

Children: None •. 
Moses Abbey was twice married. When a young man he 

moved to. Preston, Can., where he was a magistrate of the 
town several years. His death occurred at the Pan American 
Exluoition, 1902, at Buffalo, where he was drowned by acci
dentally falling into one of the lagoons in the evening. His 
only brother, Israel, lives at Eaton, Mad. Co., N. Y. 

610 AMELIA ABBEY (lra1 .Abbey, Ruth, Riiley/ .Abbey, 
Moan" Rilley, Mo1e1', JO'llatn,an•, Ric7,,aril2, Richard'), b. 
--, North Brookfield, N. Y.; m. --, Nathan Wheeler, 
North Brookfield, N. Y. 

Children: 
896 hA WHEEIER, m. Emma Bond; 2 children, son 

and dau. 
897 WILLIE WKEEI,Ell 
898 Ln.Lm WHEEIER, 

611 ELEANOR ABBEY (lraT .tl.bbey, Rut1,, Rilley8 .Abbey, 
Moan" Rilley, Mose,', JO'llat7,,an•, Ric1,,aril2, Rich,ard'), b. 
--; m. --, Manthus Satterlee. 

Children: 
899 M,u.m: SATTERLEE, m. Herbert Babcock. 
900 NELSON SATTEJtLEE. 
901 WILLIE SATTEJtLEE. 
902 BUTA SATTERLEE. 
908 WALTER SATTERLEE. 
904 EDITH SATTERLEE. 

612 SA.J."\flJEL ABBEY (lra1 .tl.bbey, Rut1,, Rilley8 .Abbey, 
Mo,n" Rillley, Moan", JO'llath.atn.1, Rich.art11-, Ricn.ard'), b. 
--; m. --, Mary Smith. 

Children, 2 adopted: 
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905 MABEL .Al!BEY. 

906 fa."NN AllBEY. 

618 ROSETTA ABBEY (lra7 Abbey, Ruth Ria'ley0 Abbey. 
Mo1e15 Risley, Mose,., J0114thanS, Richarir, Richar,I1'), b. 
--; m. --, J. Arthur Perry. 

Children: 
907 LULU ENoc:e: PEJULY. 

908 LILLA MA-r PEJULY (twin). 
909 ROSA MAUD PEJUty (twin). 

614 LILLIE ABBEY (Ira~ Abbey, Ruth Ri8Zey6 Abbey. 
Mo1e15 Ria'ley, Mose,', Jonathan8, Richarir, Richard1), b. 
--; m. --, C. Walter Carruth. 

Children: · 
910 h¥A C.AUUT:e:. 
911 WILLIAJ,[ C.AUUT:e:. 
912 ETHEL RosE C.AUUT:e:. 

6il ALLEN ABBEY ( George7 Abbey, Ruth Rialey0 Abbey. 
Moaes5 Riiley, Moses\ Jonatkan3

, Richarir, Rickard1), b. 
--; m. --, Wheat. 

Children: 
918 EDITK .Al!BEY. 

914 ADA All:BEY. 

Two more da.u: 
-- ABBEY. 

-- ABBEY. 

622 LOUISA KENT (Luciirul,a7
; Eliaka0

, Mose,5, Mosn', 
Jonathan3

, Rickarir, Rickard1), b. Sept. 18, 1857; d. --; 
m. Silas Mott, West Camden, N. Y., l\far. 17, 1881. 

Child: 
ELVDI.A. MoTT (adopted), b. July 8, 1898. 

628 ALBERT KENT (Lucintla7
, Eliaka0

, Mosea"s, Moses', 
J""""than3

, Rickarir, Rickard1), b. Aug. 10, 1861; m. Mary 
Abel, Vienna, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1884. 
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Children: 
915 E.AltL, b. Jan. 17, 1886. 
916 VEJtA, b. Ma.y 10, 1888. 
917 LEoN.Altl>, b. June SO, 1890. 
918 LtmA.N, b. July 19, 1898; d. Oct. -, 1896. 

624 ALICE KENT (Lucinda'\ E:li:iha", Moses\ Moses\ 
Jonatha:n-3

, Richartr, Richarif-), b. Aug. 10, 1861; d. Ja.n. 
5, 1901; m. Oscar Vunk, Vienna., Nov. 12, 1885, d. July 2, 
189L 

Children: 
919 Iv.a., b. Mar. SO, 1888; d. Oct. 19, 1905. 
920 HA-rm:, . b. Mar. 5, 1890; m. Walter Chipman, 

Aug. l, 1907, Cortla.nd, N. Y. 
Oscar Vunk died July 2, 1891. 
Alice m. 2nd, Samuel Belkna.p, Camden, N. Y., Aug. 10, 

1897. 
Child: 

921 LEoNAJtD K. B., b. Mar. 15, 1899. 

625 JULIA KENT (Lucinda7
, Elisha5

, Moses5
, Moses', 

Jonathan?, Richartlf, Richarif-), b. Oct. 6, 1865; m. John 
Cook, Vienna., N. Y., Ja.n. 15, 1886. 

Children: 
922 ALTA M., b. Nov. so, 1886. 
923 RoLLIN J., b. Aug. 19, 1897; d. in infancy. 

626 LUCY FORBES RISLEY (Jane7 Risley. Elisha5
, Mo

ses5, Moses\ Jonathan3
, Richartlf, Richara1), b. April S, 

1884, Vienna., N. Y.; m. May SO, 1860, Horace Kent, Vienna., 
N. Y. 

Children: 
924 Fn.c--x, b. Jan. SO, 1867; m. Georgia. Dean Spald

ing. 
925 GEORGE, b. Jan. 16, 1874; m. Cora Fydingtt, 

Cla.rence, N. Y., d. Sept. l, 1901; 6 children. 

529 LUCY RISLEY (William7 Risley. Elisha5
, MosesS, Mo-
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~a•, Jona.than3
, Richaril", Richa:rtlf), b. Aug. 27, 1855, Vi

-enna, N. Y.; m. Dec. 11, 1877~ George Taylor, Oneida, N. Y. 
Child: 

926 GEORGE, Jx., b. J-aly 5, 1882. 

-680 MARTHA RISLEY (William7 Risley, Eliiha•, Mosa•, 
Mo8U', Jona.thanS, Richaril", Richartlf), b. J-aly 28, 1858, 
Vienna, N. Y.; m. Mar. IS, 1877, James Taylor, Oneida, N. Y. 

Child: 
927 EvA, b. May 21, 1879; m. Herbert West, Nov. 

28, 1899. 

681 ANNIE RISLEY (William7 Risley, Eliiha•'? Mosa•, 
Moses', Jona.than\ Richard", Richartlf), b. Oct. 9, 1868, Vi
,enna, N. Y.; m. Feb. 8, 1876, :Peter Fox, Vienna, N. Y. 

Children: 
~...S CLAJtA, b. Jan. 2, 1877. 
929 Fu:D, b. Aug. 8, 1875. 

68! EDWIN RISLEY (William? Ri&ley, Eliiha•, Mosu·1s, 
Most:8', Jona.than\ Richard", Richartlf), b. April 15, 1868; 
m. Feb. 9, 1904, Nettie Kellie. 

Child: 
980 W:rr.:LIAM, b. J-aly 11, 1905. 

685 HARRIET BRIGHAM (Lou.isa7 Risky, Elisha.8, Mo
st:85, Moses', Jonathan3

, Richara-, Richartlf), b. Jan. 12, 
1852, Vienna, N. Y.; m. Feb. 15, 1872, John Waffle, Vienna, 
N. Y. 

Children: 
981 CAltllIE. 
982 CRAJtx.m. 

6S6 WILLIAM BRYANT (Freeluoi1 S~th, Thankful,8 
S~th, .Abigail!' Ruley, Mosa•, Jona.than\ Richaril", Riilr 
artlf), b. Nov. 20, 1827, East Hartford, Conn.; d. May 9, 
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1875, East Hartford, Conn.; m. May 14, 1850, Sarah E. 
Harding, b. Aug. 1S, 1829, Manchester, Conn. 

Children: 
98S ll.umAK WAJtD, b. Nov. 18, 1852, East Hart

ford, Conn. 
( Other children unknown.) 

689 JOSEPH BARTLES (Eliza E.T Randall, Electa0 Ri,-
1,ey, Da'Dii!!, Mo,e,', Jonatka.n1

, Rickard:, Richartl1), b. --p 

Flemington, N. J.; d. --; m. --. 
Children: 

984 CRAJ!YES, 

9S5 ELlzABETK, m. Dr. W. W. Hawbe; 2 children. 
986 LUCY. 

640 MARGARET R. BARTLES (Eliza E.T Randall. 
Electa0 Riiky, Da:ciil5, Mo,e,', Jonatka.n8, Ricka.ra-, Rick
ard1). b. --, 852 Joinville Ave., :Pittsburgh, Pa.; m. Ste
phen C. McCandless. 

Children: 
987 SAJtAR CoLLINs McC.u.-»LESS, unmarried. 
988 MAll.GAJtET EMEltsoN McC.Al."DLESS, unmarried. 
989 ELIZA BARTLES McC.Al.-»LESS, m. R. Nelson, 852 

Wmebiddle Ave., Pittsburg, Pa. 

644 LYMAN RISLEY (Ailibef, Ben.jamm0
, Jonatka.n5

, 

Natka.nieZ', Jonatka.n8, Richara-, Ricka.rd1), b. ·Feb. 5, 1820, 
East Hartford, Conn.; m. July 11, 1841, Betsey M. Lewis, 
East Hartford, Conn., b. Aug. 17, 1820; d. Dec. 14, 1891. 

Lumber merchant, East Hartford, many years. 
Children: 

940 ELIZABETB: .A2."N, b. Nov. 29, 1842; d. Dec. 25, 
1842. 

941 CAROI.D.'"E GEJtTRll'DE, b. Feb. 29, 1844. 
942 hVING LEwis, b. Mar. 25, 1846. 

650 FRANCIS RISLEY (Ben.jami:n7, Benjamin4
, Jona-
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than', Nathaniel', J()'ll,(1,than•, Richarir-, Richarilf), b. --; 
m. 1st, Sarah Tryon; 2nd, Lois Thayer. 

Children 1st marriage: 
948 ELIZAllETH, d. --. 
944 CHAJ1.LES H. 
945 MAJty •. 

!nd marriage: 
946 FREDEBICX. 
947 All'Gll'STA. 

948 CELIA. 
949 Jom.. 
950 FJtANX. 
951 ELIZA.llETX. 
95! Ev.&. 

666 GEORGE RISLEY (Elizur7
, Benjamin!, J()'ll,(1,than1

, 

Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, Richartl!, Richarilf), b. May 14, 
1820; deaf mute; d. May 18, 187!; m. June 26, 186!, Elea
nor Foster, d. Sela, N. Y., --·, 1907. 

Children: 
958 CHAJtLES SEWAJtD, b. June SO, 1864 (mute); m

--. Living at Dalton, Mass. 
954 CLAJ!lSSA P.ARJCEB., b. June 17, 1879; m. --

Davis, Butte, Mont.; has children. 

668 JAMES MONROE RISLEY (Elizur7, Benjamin8
, Jon-

athan'S, Nathaniel\ J ona.than8
, Richarir-, Richarilf), b. Mar .. 

29, 1880; d. May 11, 1860; m. Oct. 5, 1858, Ellen Stevens,. 
b. --; d. May 26, 1908. 

Child: 
955 ANN ELIZA, b. --; m. -- Cook; children. 

669 GOODRICH RISLEY (Eli..-ur7
, Benjamin8

, Jonathan',. 
Nathaniel', Jonathan1

, Richartl!, Richarilf), b. Jan. 5, 1882 
(deaf mute); d. May 29, 1895; cremated at Waterville, N .. 
Y.; m. Feb. 27, 1861, Jane Simons (mute), resides Syracuse,, 
N. Y. 
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Goodrich was carpenter, builder and inventor. Maintained 
himself and family with. credit and was an upright citizen. 

956 Euma AKANl>A, b. July 21, 1862; m., July 21, 
1881, Frank Cole, Syracuse, N. Y. 

957 LINCOLN SmoNs, b. May 4, 1864; m., May 4, 1891, 
Hart, New Britain, Conn. 

958 Goo:o:&Xclt ELIZtra, b. April 10, 1872; m., Oct. 15, 
1901. 

670 MATILDA RISLEY (Elizu.r1
, Ben.ja7mn•, Jonat'htm1

, 

Nathaniel', J()'ll,Q,t1um3, Richartr, Richard'-), b. July 8, 1888; 
d. July 12, 1898; m. June-, 1868, John Mattison, b. --, 
South Hii.milton, N. Y. 

Children: 
959 A:N:r. 
960 hA, b. Nov. S, 1868; umn. 1904. 
961 NoB.A. 

671 ALBERT RISLEY, (Elizu.r1
, Ben.ja'Tm'll,8, J()'ll,Q,t1um\ 

Nathmi.ieZ', J()'ll,Q,than3
, Richartr, Richard'-), b. July 28, 

1842; d. --, 1907, Brockport, N. Y.; m. Oct. 29, 1869, 
Kate Horey, b. --, Brockport, N. Y. 

Farmer and market gardener. 
Child: 

962 EVA ADELL, m. --, Brockport, N. Y. 

678 JAMES ALLEN RISLEY (Elimr3, Benja'Tm'll,8, Jona
than"', Nathaniel', J()'ll,Q,tha.n3

, RichariP, RichariP-), b. Mar. 
14, 1848, Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. Oct. 9, 1875, Nellie 
Keeney, da.u. Edwin Keeney, Hamilton, N. Y. 

James lives at father's homestead, farmer, a man of probity, 
assessor of town of Hamilton, N. Y., for more than ten years, 
member of East Hamilton M. E. Church. 

Child: 
968 Ar.LEN Cx.Axx, b. Aug. 7, 1879, Hubbardsville, 

N. Y.; m. Stella Stebbins, East Hamilton, N. 
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Y.; cashier of American Express Co., Schenec
tady, N. Y., 1908. 

674 D. ROMAINE RISLEY (.EZizurT, Bmja'IIIMI,•, Jor&ar 
than', NathameZ',! Jonathan•, Richarir-, Richard'-), b. Nov. 
22, 1857, Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. Feb. 12, 1879, Ada Cran
dall, Brookfield, N. Y. 

Farmer and excellent citizen ; member of Board of Health, 
Hamilton, N. Y. Member of East Hamilton, N. Y., M. E. 
Church. 

Children: 
964 CLELLA S., b. Nov. 11, 1884, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 

Teacher. 
965 AusTIN CLA.RX, b. Aug. 11, 1887, Hubbardsville, 

N. Y. 
675 JULIA A. HURLBURT (..4.nnT Risley, Benjamln•, 
Jonathan', NathtmieZ'; Jonathan•. Richarir-, Richard;), b. 
Mar. 26, 1851, East Hartford, _Conn.; m. George Clinton 
Brewer, May 1, 1849. Both buried in Hockanum Cemetery. 

Children: 
966 lsABELLE, b. Jan. 9, 1856; m. Zopher Hills, Hills

town, Conn. 
967 Loms, b. Mar. !, 1861 ; d. Feb. 18, 1862. 
968 CAlt:aIE L., b. Mar. 22, 1868; m. John L Jencks 

(2nd cousin). 

678 J. HENRY HURLBURT (..4.rm1 Risley, Benjamin"), 
J(}'ll,Qthan5, Nathaniilf, Jonathan•, Richarir-, Richard'-), b. 
Oct. 11, 1857, East Hartford, Conn.; d. Dec.!, 1878; m. Oct. 
27, 1856, Lucy M. Brewer, East Hartford, Conn., b. Apr. 26, 
1889. 

Merchant. 
Child: 

969 R11llY, b. July 25, 1870, East Hartford, Conn. 

679 MARY HURLBURT (..4.113T Risley, Benjannin", Jtm11r 
than5, Nat1raniel', Jonathan•, Richarfl=, Richard;), o. July 
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20, 1889, Silver Lane, Conn.; m. Philo Brewer, Sept. 29,. 
1857, b. Jan. 27, 1886. 

Children: 
970 FA.~ A., b. Sept. 16, 1859; d. Sept. S, 1861. 
971 HmmnT E., b. Aug. 27, 1861; d. June 8, 1862-
972 KATE H., b. Apr. 16, 186$; d. Nov. 26, 1868. 
978 M:o.-me N., b. Apr. 10, 1865; d. Sept. 14, 1865. 
974 EVERETT P., b. Jan. 18, 1869. 
975 ELLENA H., b. Sept. 29, 1874. 
976 LESLIE L., b. Apr. 21, 1879. 

682 MELISSA HURLBURT (.Ann7 Ruley, Benjami.n9
, 

Junathan5, Nathanu:l41, Jonatlurm.S., Ru:hara-, RichariP), b. 
Jan. S, 1847, East Hartford, Conn.; m. 1st, Eugene Risley 
(Wrisley), Mar. -, 1865; d. --, 1868; m. 2n~ Robert 
Bills, --, 1870, Hillstown, Conn., d. --, 1876; m. Srd, 
L. Lewis--. 

Child, 1st marriage: 
977 CLAltENcE R.lsLEY, b. May-, 1867. 

Child, 2nd marriage: 
978 Lm.u, b. April 7, 1874. 

Srd marriage, no children. 

685 ELLEN E. RISLEY: (Chawncey\ Benjami.nS, Jqn,a,
than5, Nathanu:Z•, Jonathan\ Richara-, Richari:f), b. June 
28, 1884, Glastonbury, Conn.; d. Jan. 6, 1906; m. Isaac L 
Olcott, Oct. 29, 1858, b. Sept. 11, 1881; d. July 20, 1899. 

Children: 
979 GEORGE CHAUNCEY, b. June 6, 1868, Glastonbury, 

Conn. 
980 ELXER lsAAc, b. Oct. 7, 1871, Glastonbury, Conn. 
981 HE:lt:sEJtT Asx-ro~, b. Aug. 5, 1874, Glastonbury, 

Conn.; m. --. 

686 F.MI.TNIE A. RISLEY (Chawncey"Z, Benjami.n'l, Jona
than\ Nathamel', Jonathan8

, Richara-, Richari:f), b. Aug. 
9, 1886; d. --; m. 1st, Sullivan E. Sabin, Lebanon, N. Y., 
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Nov. 5, 1859; m. 2nd, De Forest Wilbur, Otselic, N. Y., .Aug. 
!!8, 1878. 

Sabin children: 
982 NELLIE SABJN, b. Oct.-, 1860; d. --, 1864. 
988 Jn-m& SAJ1JY, b. May 4, 1865; m. --. 
984 W.ALn:& S'll'LLIVAN SABn., b. Sept. 29, 1868; m. 

--. 
985 CHAUNCEY Risu:Y SABn., b. --; d. in infancy. 

688 JANE M. RISLEY (Cb,awn,ce!l, Benja:min•. Jona
tka.nr;. Nathaniel'. Jonatka.n8

, Richara-. Ru:ka.ra'-), b. Nov. fl, 
1889; d. Feb. 12, 1868; m. Oct. 29, 1866, Dwight E. Risley 
(first cousin), d. May l!l, 1875. 

Child: 
986 J:c-."ll."IE EI.LXN, b. Feb. 5, 1868; d. Nov. 28, 1889. 

689 EDWIN HILLS RISLEY (Ckawru:e1l, Benjamin•, 
Jonatka.nr;, Natka.meZ", Jonatlum8

, 'Richara-, Richart!f), b. 
Feb. 5, 184~ Talcott Hill, Madison, Mad. Co.; m. June 20, 
1866, Harriet .A. Metcalf, Westmoreland, N. Y.; b., Vernon, 
N. Y., Jan. 18, 1841. They now reside in Utica, N. Y. 

President of " The Richard Risley .Association "; a trustee 
of Colgate University, and a member of the Oneida County 
Court House Commission. 

Edwin H. Risley, admitted to practice law at Watertown, 
N. Y., October, 1864. 

Enlisted as a private soldier .August lS, 1862. 
Mustered as first lieutenant August 21, 186!. 
Served in Co. D, 117th Regt., N. Y. V. 
Harriet A. Metcalf is a lineal descendant of Michael Met

calf of Dedham, Mass. First in .America, 1686; also of James 
E. Fitch, first minister of Norwich, Conn.; and Priscilla Ma
son, his wife, who was a daughter of Capt. John Mason of 
Pequot War fame, and Lieutenant Governor of the Common
wealth_ of Connecticut. She was h1cewise a descendant on her 
maternal side of Daniel Clark of W-mdsor, Conn., Secretary 
for nine years of the colonial government of Connecticut. 



144 THE DESCENDANTS OJ' BlCKAJtD B.ISLET 

John Mason and Daniel Clark were named in the Connecti
cut charter of Charles II of England in 1662. 

Children: 
987 JESSIE ADELAIDE, b. June 20, 1869, Utica, N. Y. 
988 EVERETT EDWIN, b. May 81, 1877, Utica, N. Y. 

691 SYLVESTER RISLEY, !ND (Chawnce1l, Benjamin!, 
Jonathan°, Nathamel6, Jonathan•, Richard\ Richari/J-), b. 
Mar. 2, 1847; living Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. 1st, Mary Ann 
Mawers, Sangerfield, N. Y., Sept. 1, 1868, d. Apr. -, 1898; 
m. !nd, Mrs. Mary Wilcox, Utica, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1897, b. 
May 81, 1858, d. --.1908; m. 8rd, Jan.!, 1907, Mrs. -
Symonds, Utica, N. Y. 

Mawers children: 
989 Mim.-m BLANCH, b. Aug. 29, 1869, Hamilton, 

N. Y.; m. Wm. Odell. 
990 MINA JtrLIA, b. Oct. 8, 1870, Hamilton, N. Y. 
991 FLORE...~CE M.un, b. June S, 1872, Hamilton, 

N. Y. 
Adopted son: 

HowARD STURDEVANT R.IsLEY. 

692 ADELBERT D. RISLEY (Chawn,ceyT, Benjamin', 
Jonathan°, Nathamel6, Jonathan•, RichartT-. Richari/J-), b. 
Aug. 22, 1848; living at Clinton, N. Y., 1908; m. Sarah Jane 
De Grath, Henderson, N. Y., Apr. 1, 1884, b. Dec. 16, 1860. 

An attomey-at-law. 
Children: 

992 DoN CHAUNCEY, b. Apr. 12, 1886, N. Y. Mills, 
N. Y. Colgate, Class of 1908. 

998 MAuD, b. May 15, 1891; d. --, 1898. 
994 ADA VIOLET, b. June 2, 1895. 
995 ADELBERT, JR., b. --, 1902. 

698 ORVILLE W. RISLEY (Chawn,ceyT, Benjamin', Jona
than\ N athamel', J onathan8

, RichartT-, Richari/J-), b. Oct. 
9, 1850, Hamilton, N. Y.; living at N. Y. Mills 1908; m. Ada 
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Belle Perkins, Otselic, N. Y., Dec. 29, 1874, b. Oct. 9, 1850. 
Children: 

996 FE:i.-:i.-ntonE CtrnTISs, b. Oct. 1, 1875, New Hart
ford, N. Y. 

997 WALTER CLIFFORD, b. Dec. 29, 1879, New Hart
ford, N. Y. 

998 FLO'l"D FruruoxT, b. June 5, 1884, New Hartford, 
N. Y. 

999 ELLEXA SOPHIA, b. Feb. 22, 1888, New Hartford, 
N. Y. 

694 JULIA A. RISLEY (Chaunce'!/, Benjamin°, JO'Tla
than0, Natl1,Qniel4, Jonathan3

, Richara:=, Richarcl'), b. April 
12, 1858, Hamilton, N. Y.; d. Nov. -, 1898; m. 1st, John 
Griffin, Apr. 16, 1875, Kirkland, N. Y., d. --, 1886; !nd, 
Andrew Willia.ms, Aug. 29, 1889, Clinton, N. Y. 

Griffin children : 
1000 HERBERT RISLEY GJUFFIX, b. Mar. 29, 1874; 

d. --, 1882. 
1001 RoBEJtT A:oAIJt GRIFFIX, b. June 9, 1884; d. Dec. 

4, 1907. Graduated Colgate University, 1907. 
1002 IsAAC l\fan.-AJtD WILLLUIS, b. June 29, 1892, 

Clinton, N. Y. 

696 LE01'"ETTA RISLEY (Chaunce'!/, Benjamin8
, J011a

than\ Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Richara:=, Richard'-), b. Sept. 

17, 1858, Hamilton or Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. Edward H. 
Waters, Clinton, N. Y., Oct. 26, 1881. 

Child: 
1008 LEsI.IE A,"l[OS, b. Nov. 26, 1891; d. May 24, 1900. 

697 :i.\IARTHA E. RISLEY (Sylvester1, Benjamm.11, Jona
than\ Nathaniel', Jonathan3

, Richara-, Richartl!), b. Aug. 6, 
1842; m. Wm. S. McLean, Union soldier in Civil War, b. 
June 7, 1848. Living in Andover, Conn. 

Cln1dren: 
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1004 C~CE SYL'\"EST.&X. 
1005 WILLIAH .ALLEN, b. May l, 1875. Living New 

Haven, Conn., 1908. 
1006 ELLEN~ R., graduated Mt. Holyoke College, 

1905. Teacher. 
1007 .A!-.~A L., graduated Nbrmal College, 1907~ 

Teacher, Conn. 
1008 Mar ELVIRA, b. Mar. 4, 1877; d. Dec.-, 1877. 

700 ELLENA A. RISLEY (Sylvester\ Benjami.n8
, Jona.

than\ Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Rickara-, Rickartl!), b. Sept. 

22, 1847, Ellington, Conn.; later home at Wmdsorville, Conn.; 
m. June !6, 1879, J. Gardiner Haines, Trenton, N. J., b. 
Aug. SO, 1846, Camden, N. J. 

They took up a residence in Omaha, Neb. She was a 
teacher at Manchester, Conn., Canandaigua Seminary, and 
Trenton Normal School, New Jersey. Graduated at Mrs. 
Sigourney's Seminary at Hartford, Conn. 

Children: 
1009 l\faJtION ELVIRA, b. Mar. 14, 1881; graduated from 

Vassar, 1905. 
1010 GLADYS PJUSCILLA, b. Feb. 19, 1885; graduated 

from Bryn Mawr, 1907. 
1011 RisLEY G,utDD."ER, b. Jan. 16, 1887; Senior 1909, 

Harvard University. 

701 MARY A.:."illl RISLEY (Hiram7 Risley, J<Y1U1r 
than, jr.8

, Jonatkana, Nathani,el", Jonatkan3
, Rickard, jr.2

, 

Rickard, sr.1
), b. Aug. 7, 18!9, Columbus, Chenango Co., 

N. Y.; lives at Norwich, N. Y.; m. Daniel House, Brookfield, 
N. Y., b. --, 1815; d. July 6, 1898. A soldier in Civil 
War with 76th Regt., N. Y. S. V. 

Children: 
1012 CHARLES E. Hoo'SE, b. June 18, 1846. 
1013 ALVIRA E. HOUSE, b. July so, 1847; m. Welling

ton Bingham; ! daughters. 
1014 SAB.AB: C. HouSE, b. June !6, 1849; m. Geo. Wa

ters ; 1 son, S daughters. 
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1015 .Al.mmA E. Houn, b. Aug. 25, 1852; m. Matte-
son Hart; 2 sons, l daughter. 

1016 1\:1.a]ty E. HousE, b. Aug. 9, 1855; d. childhood. 
1017 LUELLA D. HotrSE, b. Feb. 16, 1861; d. infancy. 
1018 ELMEJt A. HotrSE, b. Sept. 24, 1867; m. Deborah 

Frye, Shamokin, Pa.; 2 daughters. 

'702 HIR.Al"\1: G. RISLEY (Hiram::. J01U1,tkan, jr.•, Jona
tkanG, Nathaniel", J0'11,atha11l·, Richarir-. Richart!-), b. April 
18, 1888, Sanquoit. Oneida Co., N. Y.; m. Feb. 2, 1854, 
.Julia Ette Van Swall, b. Aug. SO, 1840; d. Ju1y 7, 1862; .:n. 
~nd, --; no issue. 

Hiram G. Risley enlisted Aug., 1864, at Norwich, Chenango 
Co., N. Y., Co. H, 76th Regt., N. Y. S. V.. Transferred to 
147th Regt., Co. E. Transferred 191st Regt, Co. B, Albany, 
N. Y. Discharged from that Co. in August, 1865. 

Lives Rural Hill, Je1Ferson Co., N. Y., 1909. 
Children: . 

1019 l\UJtY E., b. Nov. 24, 1854. 
10.20 JoHN R., b. June 4, 1856. 
10.21 Lucn.-»A A., b. Feb. 18, 1860; m. Hume R. Currie, 

1879, Oriskany Falls, N. Y. 

'714 FREEMAN D. DEXTER (Caroune7, J0'11,0,than8
, 

Jonathan'\ Nathaniel4. JO'IIO,tha'II!, Richara-. Rickard1), b. 
July 16, 1852, Paris, N. Y.; living at Earlville, N. Y., 1908; 
m. Susan A. Smith, Apr. SO, 1874, North Pharsalia, N. Y., 
b. Apr. 19, 1858; died March 25, 1906. 

Manufacturer of (church) pipe organs; tuner of pianos. 
Children: 

1022 h,;:z MAY, b. Feb. 5, 1880; d. Aug., 1888. 
1028 HENRY D., JR., b. Nov 11, 1886: d. Aug. --, 

1887. 
1024 CLrJtA BELLE, b. Mar. 7, 1888. 
1025 l\:IABEL ELLE..~, b. Jan. 10, 1892. 
1026 O-rro FJtEEMA:N, b. May SO, 1895. 

Lfving with father at Earlville, N. Y., 1908. 
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718 THERESSA L RISLEY (Eli&ha, jr.1, ET,i,ha8
, JO'IUlt

than!, Nathaniel\ J0'11,Q,tha11,I, Richarir-, Richartl1), b. Aug. 
19, 1847, Clayville, N. Y.; m. E. D • .Arnold, --, 1866. 

Children: 
10!7 NETTIE M.uIA. .A:aNoLD, b. --, 1870. 
10!8 WILFRED AlmoLD, b. -, 1878. 
10!9 HAJUUET TKEJtESA AXNOLD, b. --, 1880. 
1080 MAluoN .AI.Io AlmoLD, b. --, 1882. 

720 HENRY DE ELTON RISLEY (Eliaha, Jr.1
, Eli&ka,8~ 

JO'll,Q,than", Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Richarir-, Richard'"), b. 

June !8, 1851; m. Mrs. Emma C. Talbot (widow of Henry 
Talbot). 

Children: 
1051 ELLA C., b. -; m. De Forest Manchester, Earl-

ville, N. Y. 
1052 Fll.u,x DAVID, b. --; m. --, Erieville, N. Y. 
1055 EllDU M., b. -; unm., Burlington, N. Y. 
1054 A11:rmm D., b. --; m. --. 
1055 FLOYD DE F., b. Mar. 20, 1884; soldier in Phillip

pines. 
1056 ALVIN Ih:11o"ltY, b. July 24, 1885; m. Eda Gibbs, 

Canada; now living 204 Irving Ave., Syracuse, 
N. Y. Son: Cecil Alvin Risley, b. Dec. SO, 
1905. 

1057 ALLEN RoBEJtT, m. -; now living Randalls-
ville, N. Y.; no children. 

721 ELWIN RISLEY (Elian.a. jr.1
, Eli.sha.8, Jonatka.n", 

Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Ricka.rir-, Richartlf), b. Nov. 22, 

1852; d. Dec. !5, 1895; m. June 20, 1878, Wtlhelmenia 
Brown, Hubbardsville, N. · Y. 

Children: 
1058 WrLLIAM, b. Sept. 16, 1879, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 
1059 F:a.o-x M., b. July 7, 1881, South Brookfield, N. Y. 
1040 H:milt J., b. June 10, 1886, South Brookfield, N. Y. 
1041 CLIFTON C., b. Mar. 5, 1895, South Brookfield, 

N. Y. 
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7ft8 CARL D. RISLEY (Eliiha, jr.'1, Eliilw.', Jonathan', 
Nathaniel\ JonatJwn•, Richard', Richaril1), b. Nov. 11, 
1855, North :Brookfield; d. --, 1895; m. --, Risley, 
daughter of .Ansel Risley, Sanquoit, N. Y., now a.t Richfield 
Springs •. 

Children: 
104! AltTXl7JL DE FoREST. 
1043 .ALICE M. 
1044 RosE. 
1045 CLA1LA E. 
1046 .ALllEll.T M. 

727 NELSON J. T.ALCOTT (Ruby Risley• Talcott, Eli
::u,-,, Jonatlw:n,1, Nathani.eZ\ Jonathan', Richartll, Richaril1), 
b. May l!, lSSS, Madison, N. Y.; d. Oct. 19, 1865, Ronald, 
Mich.; m. Feb. 7, 1858, Elizabeth Carpenter, b. Feb. 8, 1887. 

Children: 
1047 .Aue:& ELIZABET.a: TALCOTT, b. Feb. 22, 185'9, 

Ronald, Mich. 
1048 l>ELJinT (twin), b. Aug. !!, 1868. 
1049 HxunT (twin), b. Aug. 22, 1868. 

728 CORNELIA TALCOTT (Ruby Risley• Talcott, Eli
::u,-,, Jonaflurri', Nathaniel', Jonathan!, RichartP, Richard1

), 

b. Feb. 25, 1855, Madison, N. Y.; m. May 14, 1857, Andrew 
Merrills Goodwin, Ronald, Mich. 

Children: 
1050 C.RAJtLES hVING GooDWIN, b. Feb. S, 1859; m. S. 

U. Ferguson. 
1051 IDA MAY GooDwm, b. July 15, 1860; m. Robert 

B. Colt. 
105! .AlmltEW BRACE, b. Jan. 11, 1865. 

729 OSCAR TALCOTT (R1.lby Rialey7 Ttilcott, .Eli---u,-,, 
Jonathans, Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, RichartP, Richart!'-), b. 
April l!, 1886, Madison, N. Y.; m. Mar. 4, 1861, Mary 
Amanda Ackles, b. Tully, N. Y., Aug. 12, 1869. Died at 
Woodstock, Ill., Feb~ 22, 1908. 
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Oscar Talcott resides a.t Woodstock, m. Feb. 10, 1909. 
Children: 

1055 ETTIE MAY TALCOTT, b. Apr. 11, 1865, Ronald, 
Mich. 

1054 JTJLIA. H.ulJm:r TALCOTT, b. Dec. li, 1866, Ron
ald, Mich. 

1055 BERTHA BELLE TALCOTT, b. Jan. 4, 1869, Ron-
ald, J.\,lich. 

730 CHAUNCEY C. TALCOTT (R'liby Ris7.ey7 Tal,cott, 
Elizu.r8, Jonathan5

, Na.thanieZ', Jonatha.11,1, RichariIJ., Rich
ard1), b. Feb. 9, 1858, Madison, N. Y.; m. July 12, 1865, 
Emily J. White, Lyons, Mich, b. Ma.y 7, 1845. 

Children: 
1056 E:m: TALCOTT, b. Nov. 11, 1866, Ronald, Mich. 
1057 E:im:e: ADELL, b. Sept. 11, 1868, Ronald, Mich. 

752 GEORGE IRVING TALCOTT (Ruby RiiZe•1l Tal,cott, 
E/L.-u,.,.S, Jonathan.5, Nathaniel', J011,a,than1

, Richar<I', Ric1,,
ard1), b. Nov. 16, 1845, Madison, N. Y.; m. Sept. 19, 1867, 
Ida. M. Holmes, b. June 25, 1848. 

Children: 
1058 Mn,"l,,-n; A. TALCOTT, b. Apr. 9, 1869, Ronald, 

Mich. 
George Irving Talcott died at Ionia., Mich., June 11, 1879. 
Mrs. Ida. M. Talcott and daughter Minnie A. Talcott 

reside a.t Grand Rapids, Mich., 1909. 

753 .A.i."lffi .Al"\IBLIA TALCOTT (R'liby Risley7 Tal,cott, 
Eli..-u.r8, Jonatha'Tf, Nathaniel', Jonathan3

, Richarir-, Ric7,,
ard1), b. Aug. 22, 1850, Ronald, Mich. ; m. Oct. 9, 1867, 
Charles Howard Burke, b. July !S, 1857. 

Children: 
1059 EsTELLA. BtnUCE, b. July 4, 1868; d. May 2, 

1890, Ronald, Mich. 
1060 FLORENCE EDNA BtnUCE, b. May 24, 1870, Ron

It!~. Mich. 
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1061 MAGGIE BUJUCE, b. May 15, 1872; d. Oct. 8, 1872, 
Ronald, Mich. 

1062 hoGm."E BUJUCE, b. Sept. 15, 1878. 
1063 RnY BUJUCE, b. Nov. 10, 1876. 

Charles Howard Burke and family reside at Greenville, 
Mich., 1909. 

784 CHESTER C. RISLEY (.A.llen7, EZi=r8, Jonathan'\ 
Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Richara-, Richard1), b. May 18, 1886, 
Madison, N. Y.; d. June IS, 1866; m. Sarah Bennett, July 12, 
1857, N. Brookfield, N. Y., b. Aug. 11, 1888; ci. May 8, 1867. 

He was a Union soldier in Civil War, 189 Regt., N. Y. S. V. 
Childrt'n: 

1064- F.B.A."nt CHESTER, b. Dec. 20, 1863, Earlville, N. Y. 
1065 EVA, b. Dec. 21, 1866. 
1066 Nou, b. May 1, 1858; d. May 16, 1872.. 
1067 WILLIE, b. Sept. -,.1860; d. Aug. -, 1862. 

785 FLORA .A. RISLEY (.A.llen"\ Eli..-ur8, Jonathan\ 
Nathani.el'. Jonathan!, Richara-, RichariJJ), b. Feb. 11, 1841, 
Madison, N. Y.; m. June 22, 1864, Melvin Snow, N. Brook
field, N. Y. 

Children: 
1068 JAY .AI.I.EN, b. April 27, 1865; unm. 
1069 Noit,A CHl'!STER, b. Dec. SI, 1866; m. --; lives 

at Hubbardville, N. Y. 
1070 M. EuG~"E, b. Aug. S, 1870. 
1071 L ADELIA, b. Mar. 28, 1872. 
1072 Ln.-Y RlsLEY, b. June 12, 1867. 

786 ELIZABETH ABBERT (Clarinda R.-r, Elizur0
, Jona

than\ Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, Richara-, Ri.chariJJ), b. -, 
1841; m. La Mott Stebbins, Poolville, N. Y. 

Children: 
1078 FltED L. STEBll:O.S, Poolville, N. Y., Cornell U. 
1078a MAME--

787 MARTIN B. ABBERT (Clarinda R.-r .A.bbert, Eli..-ur8, 
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Jonathan5
, NathameZ4, Jonatlwm1

, RichariP, Richartl1), b. 
--, 1844; d. --, 1907, Hubbardville, N. Y.; m. --. 

1074 P.EA.JtL, b. --, 1876; d. --; son. 
1075 BEA.DICE, b.-, 1902. 

788 ANDREW J. NILES (Harriet P.7 Ruley, Eli::ur8r 
Jonathan5

, NathameZ', Jonatlwm', RichariP, Richartl1), b. 
Nov. 19, 1885, Madison, N. Y.; d. Sept. 25, 1899, Crossw~ 
Mich.; m. July 7, 1860, Crosswell, Mich. 

Children: 
1076 RuBY, b. Mar. 8, 1862; d. Dee. 19, 1865. 
1077 hVING s., b. --. 
1078 .AlmJtEW J. J:a., b. --. 
1079 .A:L.LA. M., b. -. 
1080 .A:l.J.zN R.Isx.:EY, b. --. 

740 HENRY NILES (Harriet P. Riil,ey7 Hilu, EZ~~ 
Jonathan5

, Nat1,,a'lli,el', Jonathan', RichariP, Richartl1), b. 
May 8, 1889, Madison, N. Y.; m. Jane Palmer, Mar. H, 1868~ 
Crosswell, Mich.; d. Mar. ~. 1894. 

Children: 
1081 HAltJu:&T E., b. July 18, 1869. 
1082 MAUD, b. July 29, 1878; m. Frank Nelson, Cross

well, Mich. 
1088 HlD."RY, b. Oct. 7, 1881; m. Jennie Hutchinson 

Jan. -, 1908, Crosswell, Mich. 

741 ELIZA NILES (Harriet P. Risley' N., Eli::ur11
, JO'l&fJr 

than5, NathameZ', Jonathan', Richarir-, Richarif"), b. Mar. 
11, 1841, Madison, N. Y.; m. Thomas Robb, Crosswell, Mich., 
Feb. 15, 1860. 

Children: 
1084 CH.AltLES, b. June 28, 1866, Buel, Mich. 
1085 Hm."RY H., b. --. 
1086 EUIElt E., b. Mar. 2, 1870. 
1087 WILLLUt, b. Dee. 5, 1871; d. Sept. 16, 1898, 

Crosswell, Mich. 
1088 U:ONAJI.D. b. -. 
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"7'42 W.ALTER NILES (Harriet P. Riile1l, Elizur8, Jonar 
than8

, Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Rickara:2, Richartl1), b. Aug • 
.S, 1842, Madison, N. Y.; m. 1st, Emily Harmon, Nov. 20, 
1870, Mich.; d. Jan. 18, 1872; m. 2nd, Martha Cash, May 4, 
18741. 

Children: 
1089 A.LBEJLT NILES, b. July 19, 1875, Crosswell, Mich. 
1090 MAJty H. NILES, b. Sept. 16, 1879, Crosswell, 

Mich. 
1091 VEJU,,"IA. L. NILES, b. July 18, 1887, Crosswell, 

Mich. 
1092 RA.ni:oNJ> W. NILES, b. Aug. 20, 1898, Crosswell, 

Mich. 

'748 REUBEN A. RISLEYi (Chai/,es F.7, EZizur8, JO'll,lr 
than8

, Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Ricl,,a,rir-, Richartl1), b. Sept. 
'26, 1845; m. Oct. 16, 1867, Emma Wood, Plainfield, N. Y., 
b. Mar. 16, 1848. Mr. Risley was· for many years employed 
in a large wagon-roiling establishment, Syracuse, N. Y., and 
.Jackson, Mich.; lives in Hamilton, N. Y. 

Children: 
1098 Al>NA WooD, b. Mar. 27, 1872, Hamilton, N. Y. 
1094 RENA BELLE, b. June 4, 1876; d. May 8, 1878. 

744 ROS.ALTHA D. RISLEY (Charles F.1
, EZi::ur8, JO'll,lr 

than8
, Nathaniel'~ Jonathan•, Richarir-, Richartl1), b. Aug. 

22, 1847; m. Prof. George B. Turnbull, A. M., Colgate Uni
-versity. He died at Colorado Springs. 

Child: 
1095 BELLE, Vassar College, Class 19~4!. 

'746 IDA BELLE RISLEY (CharZes7
, EZi::ur8, Jonathan8

, 

Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Richarir-, Rickarilf), b. July 18, 
1854, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Aug. SO, 1879, Frank W. Winter, 
Toronto, Can., b. Oct. 8. 1856. 

Engaged in mercantile business (pianos). 
Children: 
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1096 RoSE ANNA, b. Nov. 14, 1880. 
1097 RENA ELLEoN, b. Sept. 7, 1884. 
1098 ADA BELLE, b. Aug. !!5, 1886. 
1099 WALTEJt. RlsLEY, b. June 18, 1888. 

750 J. ORVILI.E WALLACE (Rozanna C.7 Wallace, Ha11,
fl® Risley• Chambers, Jonathan8

, NathameZ", Jonathan•~ 
Richarir-, Richart!!-), b. Aug. !!, 1828 (California, -49); m. 
Ellen Hunt, May 28, 1860, dau. of Sherebiah Hunt. 

Children: 
1100 MARY, b. --, 1861, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 
1101 LEw, b. --, 1867, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 

752 NATHAN LAMPSON, JR. (Ro:&a'111TUJ,7 Chambers, H0111r
na1,,• Risley, Jonathan8

, Nathaniel", Jonathan•, Richaril'~ 
Richart!!-), b. --; m. Laura Welverton. 

Children: 
1102 Ln.x.uN, b. --. 
1105 BERTHA M., b. --. 

755 ADELIA LAMPSON (Ro:ranna7 Chambers, Hannahs. 
Risley, Jonathan\ NathameZ•, Jonathan•, Richara-, Rich,
artP), b. --; m. John B. French, Oswego Co., N. Y. 

Children: 
1104 MARTRA-
1105 WII.LIA:11. 
1106 MARG.All.ET. 
1107 LA.VISSA. 
1108 F:a.u.-x.. 
1109 NICHOLAS. 

1110 MD.~-m. 
1111 ABBEY. 

1112 CRAJU.ES. 
1115 Jom.. 
1114 <nu:.Al,"Do. 

This family belonged in Oswego Co., N. Y. 
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757 MARGARET LAMPSON (Rozanna7 Cha:mbers, HOlll,
na7,,s Ru1.ey, JonatkaB5, Natkaniel', JOBatkaB8

, RichariP, 
Bickartlf), b. --; m. Franklin B. Ide. 

Children: 
1115 AltTHUll., b.-. 
1116 ALicE, b. --. 

760 D. PULASKI TODD (Hamzal,, .A..7 Ri81.ey, Chawnce·!l, 
JOBathaB5, NatkanieZ', JOBatkaB8

, RickariP, Rickartlf), b. 
Dec. 5, 1885'; m. Fannie Nichols, Madison, Ind., Dec. 19, 1860. 

Children: 
1117 E:r.o.s:A J., b. Oct. 18, 1861, Binghamton, Ind. 
1118 CHARLES W., b. Mar. 19, 1862, Vernon, N. Y. 

761 CHAUNCEY R. TODD (Hamuil,, .J..'1 Ris7.ey, Chawnr 
cerl, JOBatkan5, Na.tkanieZ', Jonathan!, RickariP, Rickarif!-), 
b. Feb. 16, 1888; m. Feb. 4, 1862, Rebecca E. Loomis, Bing
hamton, Ind.; d. May-, 1877, at Binghamton, Ind. 

Children: . . 

1119 WILLAJ1.D V., b. Nov. 8, 1862. 
1120 HA.Jmy L, b. Dec. 8, 1871, Rochester, N. Y. 

M. 2nd, Mary Bishop, Dec. 25, 1878, Bridgeport, Conn. 

762 J. ORMOND TODD (Ha11,f1,IJ],, .A..'1 Rilley, Chawncey/, 
JOBatkan5, NatkanieZ', JOBatha.B8

, RichariP, RickariP), b. 
Sept. 5, 1841; d. Nov.--, 1908, Vernon, N. Y.; m. Jose
phine A. Wright Jan. 25, 1871. 

Children: 
1121 E»rrx W., b. June 19, 1876, V-ernon, N. Y. 
1122 SETH 0., b. May 11, 1878, Vernon, N. Y. 
1128 RAY A., b. Feb. 18, 1886, Vernon, N. Y. 
1124 RoBEUT C., b. Oct. 7, 1889, Vernon, N. Y. 

768 ROSALIA RISLEY (Henry, sr.'1, Sy1:oester8, Jona
than5, Nathaniel;', Jonatkan8, RichariP, RichariP), b. Sept. 
5, 1848, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. George Barker, Oct. 17, 1876, 
Madison, N. Y. 
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764, BYRON P. RISLEY (Henry, rr.-:. Sy7:oeater8, Jona
thl.mrs, Nathaniif', Jonathan•. Richartl'-, Richartr-), b. Apr. 
15, 1845, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Lucy Field June S, 1878, Ham
ilton, N. Y. 

Children: 
1125 JORN TB:oKPSoN. 
11!6 MAY J., m. John Carpenter, Avon, N. Y. 
11!7 FIELD .AuNsoN, Hamilton, N. Y. 

765 HENRY D. RISLEY (Henr1/. Sgl'Duter8, Jonathanrs, 
Nathaniel,', Jonathan3

, RichartT-, Richartr-), b. Mar. 27, 1848, 
Clinton, N. Y.; m. Elizabeth Woodman, Madison, N. Y., 
Apr. IS, 1880, Earlville, N. Y. 

Children: 
11!8 .AlmA E. 
1129 ALICE M. 
1180 CLAXA L. 
1181 Hmrax:&rrA. 

766 MERCELLE DE E'ITE RISLEY (J'lilius C.T, Syl
'D&lter8, Jonathan\ Nathaniel,', Jonatha'li', Richarir-, Rich
artr-), b. Dec. 25, 1844, Madison, N. Y.; m. Gerritts Sim
mons, Nov. 24, 1868, Madison, N. Y., farmer in Madison, N. 
Y. Now living in Hamilton, N. Y. 

Children: 
1182 AltTHUll. H. SDDtONS. 

1183 W ALTEJt RoSE SJJ1010Ns. 
1184 LELIA RUTH SDOs:ONS. 

1155 GERTRUDE R. SDO,f;ONS. 

767 EMMA RISLEY (Julia c.T, Syl'DCster-8, Jonathanrs, 
Nathaniel\ Jonathan3

, Rickarir-, Richartr-), b. May 1, 1846; 
d. Mar. 10, 1893; m. La Fount Stebbins, Madison, N. Y., 
farmer. 

Children: 
1186 Lizzn: M. STEBBINS. 

1137 Lo1J'IS STEBBINS. 

1188 MA.roll.IE STEBBINS. 
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'768 KATHERINE RISLEY (Jfilit.u C.7, Syl'DUter9, Jona
than'6, Nathaniel,", Jonatha'lf, Richarir-, Richartl1'), b. Sep~ 
10, 1848; d. Nov. 19, 1896; m. Rudolph Dunbar, Hubbard
-rille, N. Y., farmer. 

Children: 
1189 EAll.L Dtn."BAJt, Waterville, N. Y. 
1140 LYsLE Dmrau, Waterville, N. Y. 

'769 CLARENCE RISLEY (Jfilit.u C.7, SyZ.Outer9, Jona
than8, N atham,i,eZ', J onathan3

, Richartll-, Richartl1), b. Jan. 
15, 1850, Hamilton, N. Y.; m. May Corey, Dec. 18, 1888. 

Children: 
1141 Cr.n.--roN, b. --; Colgate University, 1909. 

772 WILLETT P. RISLEY (Perry S.1, SyZr,e1ter8, Jona
than8, Nathaniel\ Jonathan3

, Richartll-. Richartl1), b. Aug. 9, 
1851; m. Mary Munger, Waterville, N. Y. 

Children: 
1142 CLAYTON, Binghamton, N. Y. 
1148 PE.ltRY, died unm. 
1144 SAR.AX. 

775 GERTRUDE RISLEY (Chriltopher C.7, Syl-Deater9, 
Jonathan\ Nathaniel-\ Jonathan3

, Richartll-, Richard:-). b. 
Oct. 9, 1849; d. --, 1907, N. Brookfield, N. Y.; m. 1st, 
Samuel L Ferguson, June 15, 1870, Sangerfield, N. Y.; d. 
--; m. 2nd, Will. Roberts, Nov. IS, 1878, Watel'Vllle, N. Y. 

Child, 1st marriage: 
1145 Hn:aERT R. FERGUSON, b. Jan. IS, 1878. 

Children, 2nd marriage: 
1146 WILLIA.'\! ROBERTS. Jr., b. n~ 11, 1887. 
1147 BERTHA F. ROBERTS, b. Sept. !. 188S. 

778 CHARLES CARROLL RISLEY (Chriltopher C.7
, SyZ

'llater9'. J<nUJi!Jian5• Nathaniel', Jcmatha,,i,3, Richartll-, Rich
arif'), b. Aug. S, 1861, Waterville, N. Y.; m. Rena Terry 
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June 25, 1888, daughter of Chas. Terry; she married 2nd, Mr. 
Squires, North Brookfield, N. Y. 

Children, first marriage: 
1148 RAY C., Harvard University 1906; m. --; lived 

in New Britain, Conn. 
1149 POLLY, North Brookfield, N. Y. 
1150 CHARLES CAJ1ROLL, North Brookfield, N. Y. 

779 HARRIET E. RISLEY (Cl,,rutopher C.T, Syl'Deater8, 
Jonathan\ Nathaniel'. Jonathan!, RichariI~, Richard1), b. 
Oct. 21, 1868, Waterville, N. Y.; m. Rev. Henry L. Foote 
June 18, 1891, Episcopalian rector near Boston, Mass. 

Children: names unknown. 

780 IANTHA WELCH (LouiaaT Rialey, SyZ.Oeater•, JO'IIQ
than5, Nathaniel'. Jonathan!, Richartr, Richarif-), b. Mar. 
--, 1846; .d. Nov. 22, 187!; m. W. H. Tompkins, Jan.-, 
1867. 

781 :NETTIE WELCH (LouiaaT Rialey, SyZ.Oeate-r, Jona
than', Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Richartr, Richard1). b. July 
8, 1851; m. Thomas Davis, June 4, 1878. 

Children: 
1151 FRED DENSLOW. 
1152 lfAny L.;.rxsE. 

78! AMOS WELCH (LouiaaT Rialey, Syl'Deater•, Jonathan', 
Nathan.i.eZ\ Jonathan!, Ru:hara", Richard1). b. May 9, 1855; 
m. Fannie -, Feb. 18, 1878. 

Children: 
1158 FAYETTE J. WELCH. 
1154 DE:s-sLow WncH. 
1155 FLOYD E. WELCH. 

784 ADOLPHUS WELCH (LouisaT Risley. Sylveater8, 
Jonathan', Nathaniel', Jonathan!, RichartF-, Richard1), b. 
Dec. 11, 1861 ; m. Kate All, Dec. 25, 1888. 
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Children: 
1156 RAY WELC:e:. 
1157 CLAYTON WELc:e:. 

1158 GoLDm WEI.ex. 
1159 GRACE WELCB:. 

785 EDITH THANKFUL WELCH (Loui8a1, Sylveater8
, 

Jonathan&, Natkaniel', Jonatkan•, Richart];, Rickard1), b. 
May 6, 1870; m. Edwin Starkweather, Oct. 9, 1892. 

Children: 
1160 ETHEL LUELLA STAJI.XWEATB:EL 

1161 EAll.x. DEWEY STAJtXWEATB:EL 

786 ORSON C. RISLEY (Gordon F.T Ruley. Sylveater8, 
Jonatkan5

• Natkaniel'. Jonatkan•, Rickartl;, Rickard1), b. 
Sept. 29, 1860; m. Jennie Babcock,--, 1884. 

Children: 
1162 MARLu. SHmBY, b. Nov. 1, 1886. 
1168 EVANGELINE. b. Feb. S, 1888; d. Mar. 28, 1888. 
1164 DANA G., b. May 4, 1890. 
1165 HELEN EvANGELINE, b. Apr. 29, 1892. 
1166 GoBJ>oN BENNETT, b. May 9, 1894; d. Apr. 27,. 

1895'. 
1167 MA.voRIE G:D"EVIEVE, b. June 9, 1897. 

787 GENEVIEVE RISLEY (Gorillm F.T Ruley, Sylveater8,. 
JonatkanS, Natkaniel', Jonatkan•. Rwkara2, Rickard1), b. 
Jan. 24, 1862; m. Bonton Dorsey, Nov. 2, 1887. 

Children: names unknown, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 

789 ERNEST SYLVESTER RISLEY ( Gorillm F. Ri&leyT, 
Syl'Ceater8, Jonathan5

, Natkaniel', Jonatka'II!, Rickar<P,. 
Rickard1), b. June 5, 1868; m. Olive Walker. 

Children: 
1168 PAUL. 

1169 RuTX El.IzABETX. 



160 TEE l>~A:NTS OP lLIClUltl> lUSLEY 

798 ZADA M. RISLEY (Marion F.'1, Syl-outer•, Jonafhl:m1
, 

Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Riiharif', Richarif"), b. Mar. 19, 
1876, Hamilton, N. Y.; m. Arthur Whipple Smith. July 1, 
1902, A. M. and Ph. D. of Chicago University, Professor 
Mathematics Colgate University. 

Child: 
1170 M.uuoN lbsLEY, b. May --, 1906, Hamilton, 

N. Y. 
A_paper was written and read by Mrs. Zada (Risley) 

Smith at the E. Hartford, Conn., re-union Aug. S, 1904. 

794! MARGUERITE B. RISLEY (Marion F.T, Syl-oester', 
Jonafl,,a1l, Ntsthani.eZ', Jonathan•, Richard'-, Richartl:-), b. 
Jan. 21, 1881, Hamilton, N. Y.; m. June--, 1906, Barden, 
Penn Yan, N. Y. 

She graduated from Syracuse University. 
He was graduated from Colgate University, 1905. 
Child: 

1171 GEORGE BRUCE BA]l])EN, b. April 8, 1907. 

'795 MARTHA BRANDRIFF (Mary .A.nn7 Roberts, John 
.Somers• Roberts, Esther Somers' Roberts, Esther' Risley, 
Rickarif', Richard'-, Richartl:-), b. Aug. 25, 1848; m. Jan. 12, 
1865, Samuel Telford Hanna, b. Aug. 22, 1884; d. Nov. 8, 
1887, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Children: 
1172 MARY HANNA, b. Sept. 29, 1865; unm. 
1178 Jom. Loum HA!-."NA, b. Sept. 22, 1867; m. Edna 

Grund. 
1174 --, m. Oct. 25, 1894; no children (1908). 
1175 l\:LutGARET CLARA li.u.""NA, b. Sept. 5, 1870; m. J. 

Frederick Rensch, Ionia, :Mich. 

'796 MARY BRA.""'IDRIFF (Mary .Ann-: Roberts, John Som
~s• Roberts, Esthe,IJ Somers, Esther' Risley, Richard', Rich
ard'-, Richartl:-), b. May S, 1852; m. June 5, 1873, Alfred 
Thomas Lukens, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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Children: 
1176 CLAll.A M.utu. LUXENs, b. Apr. 18, 1874. 
1177 .A:r.FB.ED B:a.umBD'll' Lll'XENS, b. July 14, 1876. 
1178 G:ua ~ LTJXENs, b. Feb. 28, 1879. 
1179 EDWA:Bl) FBENCR LTJXENs, b. June S, 1884. 
1180 Ln>IA Moou LuXENs, b. June 20, 1886. 
1181 MAli.TRA. LTJXENs, b. Jan. 25, 189L 

All unmarried (1908). 

810 .ARTHUR DOTY RISLEY (Samuel, D.7 , Johm S.8
, 

Joab5
, Jeremuih:' (?), Jerernuih.3, Richara-, Richaro:-), b. 

Dec. 14, 1871, Philadelphia, Penn.; m. May !, 1896, Emma 
Schimmel. 

Children: 
1182 SAMUEL DoTY R.lsLEY, J'lL, b. Mar. 27, 1897. 
1188 FLoJtENCE CAROLn."E R.lsLEY, b. July s, 1898; d. 

Sept. 20, 1898. 
1184 RA.nt:ollo"D ScllDDIEL R.IsLEY, b. Dec. 7, 1899. 
1185 ~ CAlWALITA RlsLEY, b. Nov. 6, 1900. 
1186 ::KmmETH Rlsx.EY, b. June 17, 1902; d. Sept. 5, 

1902. 
1187 ED.""EST Rlsx.EY, b. May 22, 1905. 

812 HELEN IRMA RISLEY (Sam:u,el D.7 , Johm S.8
, Joab5, 

JerernuiJ,.• (?), Jererniak3
, Richara-, Rickaro:-), b. Oct. -, 

1874, Philadelphia, Penn.; m. April 19, 1900, John Stokes 
Ensor. 

Children: 
1188 JoRN S. ENSO:&, b. Nov. 2, 1901. 
1189 .ALBEitT R. ENso:&, b. Sept. 21, 1904. 

814 REBEKAH HILDEG.ARDE RISLEY (Sam:uel D.T, 
Johm S.8

, Joab\ Jeremiak• ( ?), Jeremiak3
, Rickara-, Rich

aro:-), b. Mar. -, 1888, Philadelphia, Pa.; m. May ~7, 1904, 
Westcott W. Price. 

Children: 
1190 STERLING PRICE, b. June-, 1905. 
1191 PRISCILLA PRICE, b. Oct.-, 1907. 



NINTH GENERATION 

8!5 CHARLES ASA RISLEY (Lew E!, ..4.,aT, ..4.,a•, 
Greihamr;. Richard&, Samu.el3, Richarir, Richar<P), b. --, 
1852, Hanover, N. H.; m. Clara Thompson, Wmchester, Mass. 

Children: 
1192 CRULES HA:aoLD, b. --, 1891. 
1198 MAlJ'lllCE Tuol!CPSON, b. --, 1894. 

826 ALVAH RISLEY MULLER (Mary D.8 Rilley, ..4.l'Dan7 

Rilley, Revl,en9
, RevJ:,enr;, Job•, Samuel!, Ruihara-, Ruihar<P), 

b. Dec. 6, 1871, Truxton, Cortland Co., N. Y.; m. Jennie 
Gray Warrington, May 29, 1894, Syracuse, N. Y., b. Feb. 
4, 1870. 

Children: 
1194 Risx.EY W ADINGTON M'IJ'LLER, b. Jan. 24, 1896. 
1195 :KAxL P:&TEJt M'll'LLD. b. Apr. 10, 1901. 

860 NELLIE A.· RISLEY (..4.'Zbert8 Earl, Lorenzo7
, Trur 

manS, Revl,enr;, Job, ,r.", Samu.el3, RickariP, Richard'-), b. June 
8, 1882; m. George Nye Finlay, Apr. 25, 1906, Hartford, 
Conn. 

Child: 
1196 .ALu....._ R.Isx.EY, b. May 6, 1907. 

864 WILLIAM E. RISLEY (William H.8
, Che1ter7, Eli-

1ha9, Benjamin,;, Job\ Samuel\ Richara-, RichartP), b. Apr. 
SO, 1844, Glastonbury, Conn. ; m. Louise King, Silver Lane, 
Conn . 

. Children: 
1197 E»w.Alll> How.AJ!.D, b. Oct. 15, 1878. 
1198 .ARTHlllt LER.oY, b. Oct. 3, 1883. 

925 GEORGE KENT (Lucy' Forbe,, Jani1 Rilley, Eli-



TKE DESCENDA."lTS OJ!' JtICRAJU) llULEY 168 

ih.a•, Moses8
, Moses•, Jonathan•, Rich.artr, Richari!1), b. Jan. 

16, 1874; d. Sept. 1, 1901; m. July 25, 1898, Cora. Fydinger, 
Clarence, N. Y. 

Children: 
1199 E»wAJtJ>, b. June 17, 1894. 
1!!00 FLOYD, b. Oct. !8, 1895. 
1!!01 HowAJtD, b. Mar. 11, 1896. 
1!!02 MAY, b. July 7, 1898. 
1!!05 HiloLD, b. Mar. 16, 1900. 
1204 MilGlT.ERlTE, b. Mar. -, 1902. After father's 

death. 

9!8 CLARA FOX (.d.nnie8 Risley, William} Riiley, Elisha•, 
Moses8

, Moses', Jonathan•, Rich.artr, Richari!1), b. Jan. 2, 
1877; m. 1st, Frank Dixon, Sept. 17, 1894, d. Oct. 15, 1901; 
m. 2nd, Frank Rill. Dec. 24, 1904. 

Child 1st marriage: 
1205 FLoRE....._CE DixoN, b. Nov. 11, 1895. 

981 CARRIE WAFFLE (Harriet8 Brigham, Louisa., Ris-
1.ey, Elisha•, Moses\ Moses\ Jonathan•, Richartr, Richari!1), 
b. May 80, 1876, Vienna, N. Y.; d. Oct. 5, 1902, Vienna, N. Y.; 
m. Aug. 15, 1897, Mark Stone, Vienna, N. Y. 

Children: 
1206 LnmoN, b. Apr. 1, 1900. 
1207 .Al."N.a, b. Dec. 9, ,1901; d. Jan. 10, 1908. 

982 CHARLES WAFFLE (Ha.mets Brigham, Louisa., 
Risley, Eli.sha0

, Mose.8, Moses\ Jonathan•, Richard:, Rich
aril1), b. July 8, 1879, Vienna, N. Y.; m. Dec. 4, 1901, Blanch 
Christian, Vienna, N. Y. 

Children: 
1208 .Ax.n.Jm, b. June 21, 1902. 
1209 RoLLIN, b. Dec. 14, 1906. 

984 CHARLES BARTLES (Josephs BartT.es, Eliza E.-r 
Randall, ET.ecta0 RisT.ey, Da:tJid'S, Moses\ Jonatha'TI!, Richard\ 
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Richard'-), b. --, Grand Rapids, Mich.; m. --; no chil
dren (1908). 

956 LUCY BARTLES (Jcnepn! Barflu, Eliza E.-r Ran
dal],, EZecta8 Ria'ley, DtrlJiil!, M o,u•, J onat1w:tf, Richartl2 > 

Richard'-), b. --; m. -, Manton W. Sheppard, Hins
dale, Mont. 

Children: names llllknown. 

941 CAROLINE G. RISLEY (Lyman8, .A.s1ibe"f!, Benja
m.in8, Jonathan\ Nathani,el\ Jonathan•, Richartl2, Ric7,,
ard'-), b. Feb. 29, 1844, East Hartford, Conn.; m. 1st, John 
H. Jencks, Jan. 17, 1868; m. 2nd, Augustus W. Babcock, Aug. 
22, 1875; m. Srd, George E. Strance. 

Children 1st marriage: 
1210 CHAJtLES Lnu....._ Jm.cxs, b. Aug. 18, 1864. 
1211 Jom. L. Jm.cxs, b. Aug. 2, 1866. 
1212 CAJ1J1IE L. Jm.-cxs, b. Oct. 27, 1868. 

2nd marriage: 
1218 FLOBEXCE :MAY BAllcocx, b. June 28, 1876. 

Srd marriage: 
1214 FJt,U.-x STJ1.ANCE, b. --, 1900. 

All above children East Hartford, Conn. 

942 ffiVING L. RISLEY (Lyman8, .A.11ibe"f!, Benjami"!-1
, 

J onathanG, Nathaniel', J onathan1
, Richartl2, Richard'-), b. 

Mar. 25, 1846, East Hartford, Conn.; m. Georgiana A:llen, 
May IS, 1876. 

Children: 
1215 DAISY :MAY, b. Apr. 21, 1877. 
1216 FREDERICK UVING, b. July s, 1878. 

944 CHARLES H. RISLEY (Francil8 Rilley, Benjamin.,, 
Benjamin°, Jonathan\ Nathaniel•, Jonathan', Richartl2, Ric1,,
ard'-), b. -; m. Hattie Brewer, Bristol, Maine. 

Children: 
1217 OLIVE NETTIE. 
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1218 CRA.JI.LES HmraY. 
1219 F:BED H. 
12!0 HX&BDT w. 
12!1 EDWARD FJtA:NCIS. 

95S CHARLES S. RISLEY (George8
, Elizur7

, Ben.;a1TUn9
, 

Jona.than'S, NathanieZ\ Jonathan,3, Richara=, Richart!;), b. 
June 80, 1864; m. Nellie Loucks, Sept. 8, 1891, Dolgeville, 
N. Y., now lives Dalton, Mass. 

Children: names unknown. 

954 CLARISSA P. RISLEY (George8, Eli::u,-T, Ben;amm9
, 

J onathanS, N athanieZ', J onathan3
, Richa.ra=, Richart!;), b. 

June 17, 1869, Hamilton, N. Y.; m. June 15, 1890, John A. 
Davis, Syracuse, N. Y. Reside No. 40 West Iron St., Butte, 
Mont. 

'Children: 
12!2 J.\ulty Aue:& Jtr.a.mTA, b. Feb. 21, 1891, Syracuse, 

N. Y. 
1228 .h-,;;A ELEA:NOJL l\:IAJtGAJl.ET, b. Dec. 15, 1894, Salt 

Lake City, Utah. 
1224 J oHY DtrltsToN, b. Oct. 18, 1896, Anaconda, 

Mont. 

955 ANN ELIZA RISLEY (J. Monroe8, Eli..-u,:t, Ben;a
mm9, Jona.tka:n.5, Nathaniel', Jonathan\ R:cha.riF, Richard'-), 
b. Jan. 8, 1858, Brookfield N. Y.; m. George Cook, Oct. !, 
1876, b. Apr. 8, 1856, Brookfield, N. Y. 

Children: 
1!25 CLAJtENcE, b. June !6, 1880. 
1226 GENEVA, b. Jan. l!, 1888. 
1227 MY1toN, b. Oct. 16, 1886; d. Oct. 81, 1886. 
1!!8 LEON, b. June 5, 1888. 
1229 Fx.oYD, b. Nov. 18, 1890. 
1!80 ESTELLE, b. Sept. !l, 1898. 

956 EUNICE A. RISLEY (Gootlricn.8, Elizur7
, Ben.;a'll'Un9

, 
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J011,Q,thanS, Nathaniel\ J0'114tha'lf, Richara-, Richard1), b. 
July 21, 1862; m. Frank De Loss Cole, July 21, 1881, Syra
cuse, N. Y. 

Children: 
1231 FLORENCE BAJtBEX, b. Mar. so, 1888. 
l!U32 P.a.:t."XO:ND RisI.EY, b. Aug. 14, 1885; m. Dec. SO, 

1907, Ida Ma.y Cooper, Lyons, N. Y. 
li'SS Au!;TIN ALLEN, b. Dec. 22, 1898. 
1284 hMA ELIZABETH, b. Mar. 7, 1901. 
1285 MILDRED RisLEY, b. Dec. S, 1895. 

957 LINCOLNS. RISLEY (Goodrick8
, Elizur7

, Benjamm•, 
J011,Q,thanS, Nathaniel', J011,Q,than3

, Richara-, Richard1), b. 
May 4, 1864, Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. Florence Leonella. 
Ha.rt, May 4, 1891, New Britain, Conn. 

Lincoln S. Risley wa.s educated in Waterville High School, 
1887. Went to New York a.nd taught one year in New York 
Institution for Deaf a.nd Dumb. Resigned position a.nd went 
to New Britain, Conn., 1888, and entered the employ of N. Y. 
& N. E. R. R. Co., freight dept. In 1898 entered the employ
ment of the New Britain Electric Light Co., which later wa.s 
consolidated with the New Britain Tramway Co., which after
wards became the " Connecticut Co.," which operates electric 
lighting and trolley system. Bees.me sup't of electric lighting 
in 1898 ; became sup't of the lighting and trolley system 1904, 
where he is now (1908) employed. Has been a. member of the 
City Council for si."C years, and the Republican Town Com
mittee. 

He is one of the Trustees of " The Descendants of Richard 
Risley, Inc." 

Mrs. Risley wa.s a lineal descendant or Steven Ha.rt, who 
came into Conn. with the Hooker party, 1686. 

958 GOODRICH E. RISLEY ( Goodrich 8, Eli.--u,r'Z, Benja
mim9, Jonathan5

, Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Richarrr, Richard1), 

b. Apr. 10, 1872, Waterville, N. Y.; m. Emme. Faucett, Oct. 
15, 1901, Stamford, Conn. 
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He is assistant manager and electrician of the New Eng
land Engineering Co., 1908. 

959 AMY MATTISON (Matilda R.8
, Eli..""Ui1, Benjamin", 

.Jonathan5
, Nathani.il\ Jonathan•, Richara-, Richard'), b. 

Dec. 19, 1866, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Chas. Eisinger, Hub
hardsville, N. Y., b. July-, 1867. 

Child: 
1!!86 CB:Alu.Es. 

'961 NORA MATTISON (Matilda R.8
, Eli..""Ui1, Benjamin", 

.Jonathan5
, Nathamel\ Jonathan•, Richara-, Richard!), b. 

Sept. 11, 187!, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. Chas. E. Stapleton, b. 
Apr. 11, 1868, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 

Children: 
1!!87 No:RA E., b. Oct. 17, 18~ 

-1!!88 EDITR M., b. Feb. 22, 1897. 

:966 ISABELLE BREWER (Jtilia A.8 Hurlburt, AflnT Ris
ley, Benjamin", JMUZtham,'S, NathameZ', Jonatham,•, Richara-, 
Richard!), b. Jan. 9, 1856, East Hartford, Conn.; m. Zopher 
F. Hills, Hillstown, Conn., May !, 1876. 

Children: 
1!!89 GEORGE F., b. July 4, 1879; d. Dec.-, 1879. 
1240 HAlt.JLy, b. Feb. 22, 1882. 

'969 RUBY HURLBURT (J. 'Henry8 Hurlburt, .,fan? Ri8-
1,ey, Benjamifl8, Jonatham,5

, NathameZ', Jonathan•, Richara-, 
Richard!), b. July 25, 1870, East Hartford, Conn.; m. Fred
-erick Montague Hills, Hillstown, Conn. 

Children: names unknown. 

'974 EVERETT P. BREWER (Mary/ HurTburt, AflnT Ris
ley, Benjamin°, Jonathan\ NathameZ', Jonathan\ Richara-, 
RichariJ'-), b. Jan. 18, 1869, Silver Lane, Conn.; m. Sept. 25, 
J.896, Grace G. Burt, Longmeadow, Mass. 

Hardware merchant, Hartford, Conn. 
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Child: 
1241 W:D."DELL II:EuEJtT, b. June~, 1900. 

975 ELLENA H. BREWER (Mary' HurlJ,u.rt, .4..=7 Ria-
1,ey, Benjamin", Jonathan.5

, NathameZ', Jonathan8, Richartr,. 
Ru:hartl'), b. Sept. 29, 1874, Hartford, Conn. (Silver Lane,. 
Conn.) ; m. Albert .A. Francis, Hartford, Conn. 

Children: names miknown. 

976 LESLIE L BREWER (Mary Hurlhurt8 BreZDer, .4..nn-r 
Risley, Benjamin", Jonathan5

, NathameZ♦, Jonath.an3
, Ru:h

artr, Richartl'), b. April 21, 1879, Silver Lane, Conn.; m. Oct. 
19, 1904, Ruth Brewster Foss, Norwich, Conn., b. Dec. 14,. 
1878, Ba.y City, Mich. 

Gradua.ted from Yale La.w, 1908, LL. B. Admitted to the
Ba.r, Sept., 1905. Loca.ted at Hartford, Conn. (1908). 
Elected Proba.te Judge of Ea.st Hartford district (now
serving). 

Trustee of the Richa.rd Risley Associa.tion. 
Child: name miknown. 

977 CLARENCE RISLEY (WRISLEY) (Mil.u1a8 Hur'lr 
burl, A.nn" Risley, Benjamin", Jonathan5

, NatkameZ', Jona
than8, Rickara-, Richard'-), b. Ma.y -, 1867, Ea.st Ha.rtford,. 
Conn.; m. June 17, 1899, Nellie Wbiting. 

Children: 
1!42 EDITB:, b. Apr. 16, 1890. 
1245 M.Am:o:s-, b. Dec. 21, 1898. 

978 LULU HILLS (MeUs1a8 Hurl.burl, Ann" Risley, Bm
jamin", Jonatkan5, NatkameZ', Jonathan•, Richara-, Rick
artf-), b. Apr. 7, 1874, Ea.st Hartford, Conn.; m. Clarence
Hills, Feb. 20, 1900. 

Cln1d: name unknown. 

979 GEORGE C. OLCOTT (Ellen R.8, Chauncey'\ Benja
min", Jonathan5

, NatkameZ', Jonatkan8• Rickara-~ Rick-
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4rilf). b. June 6, 1865; m. Lulu A, Taber, June 24, 1885, 
B.ichville, N. Y., b. June 5, 1858. 

Children: 
1244 Al.~"IE E., b. June 18, 1887, Glastonbury, Conn. 
1245 GRACE A,, b. Dec. !8, 1888; d. :Mar. 8, 1890. 
1246 GLADYS L., b. Apr. 5, 1894, Glastonbury, Conn. 

'980 ELMER L OLCOTT (Ellen n..•, Chawnce#, Benja
fflin•, Jonathan", NathameZ•, Jonathan3

, Rickartr; Ru:h-
arilf), b. Oct. 7, 1871; m. 1st, Nellie E. :Brewer, d. July 15, 
1899; m. 2nd, --. 

'98S JENNIE SABIN (Fannie ..4...8, Ch,awn,cey7, Bmja1m11!, 
J ()11,athan", Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, Richartr, Rickari!f), b. 
May 4, 1865; m. Elmer E. Tuttle, Otselic, N. Y., Mar. 24, 
1885, b. Apr. 26, 1864. 

Children: 

1247 ELDRED EtrG~'E, . b; May 18, 1887; d. Feb. 20, 
1889. 

1248 How.ARD DE ELTON, b. Feb. 11, 1889. 
1249 lvAX MAY, b. Aug. 18, 1890, Otselic, N. Y. 
1250 .ALBEltT ELLSWOJtTR, b. June 10, 1895, Otselic, 

N. Y. 
1251 BABE, unnamed, b. Oct. 10, 1894, Otselic, N. Y.; 

d. Nov. 7, 1894. 
1252 RuBY FJtANcES, b. Apr. 22, 1899. 

984 WALTER S. SABIN (Fannie ..4...8, ChaunceyT, Benja
min', Jonathan", Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, Richartr; Ru:h-
ari!f), b. Sept. 29, 1868; m. Lena May Wordley, May 50, 
1889, Lebanon, N. Y.; b. Apr., 1874. 

Children: 
1255 EDWIN RisLEY, b. July 25, 1891, Otselic, N .Y. 
1254 EVA MAY, b. July 11, 1890, Otselic, N. Y. 
1255 ELLENA RtrTR, b. Oct. 2, 1892, Otselic, N. Y. 
1256 G:itoVEJt CLEVELA.l,"D, b. Oct. 25, 1895, Otselic, 

N. Y.; d. Apr. 5, 1894. 
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U5'7 kA MAY, b. May 1, 1895, Otselic, N. Y. 
1!58 WALT.Elt hVING, b. Feb. !!S, 1896, Otselic, N. y_ 
1!59 Mn.-mE BLANCH, b. July 17, 1898, Otselic, N. Y. 

987 JESSIE ADELAIDE RISLEY (EclrDin H.8
, Chaun

cey-r, Ben,jami.n•, Jonathan'S, Nathaniel!, Jonathan•, Rich
ar~. Richard'-), b. June 20, 1869, Utica, N. Y.; m. Henry 
M.lorris Love, Dec. 29, 1891, b. Oct. 17, 1861, at Milwaukee;. 
son of Rev. Wm. Deloss Love and Matilda. Wallace his wife. 
Graduated. from Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., and en
tered Hamilton College; graduated. in 1888; and from New
York Law School, 1885. They resided in Utica in 1908. 

No children. 
Jessie A. Risley was educated. in Utica schools and Packer 

Collegiate Institute, Broo'klyn, N. Y. She is a lineal descend
ant of the five following persons named in the charter of 
Charles II granting the power of government to the Com
monwealth of Conn.: 

John Deming, Wethersfield, Conn. 
Samuel Hale, Hartford, Conn. 
John Talcott, Hartford, Conn. 
John Ma.son, Wmdsor, Conn. 
Daniel Clark, Wmdsor, Conn. 

988 EVERETT EDWIN RISLEY (Ed:z,in · H.8
, Chau'llr 

cey-r, Benja1mn•, Jonathan•, Nathani.el', Jonathan", Rich
ar~, Richarif-), b. May Sl, 1877, Utica, N. Y.; m. Winnifred 
Fitch Sa.ckett at Summit, New Jersey, Oct. 12, 1901, only 
da.ughter of -Darius P. Sackett and Emma Chittenden Fitch 
his wife. 

Winnifred b. Jan. 5, 1876, Berkeley, Cal 
Everett E. Risley was educated in Utica schools, Phillips 

Academy, Andover, Mass., class '96; and graduated from Wil
liams College,r 1900. Admitted to the practice of law at 
Rochester, N. Y., Oct., 1905. He is a member of the firm of 
Risley & Love, Utica, N. Y. Resided at New Hartford, N. Y., 
in· 1908. Appointed Deputy Attorney General for N. Y. 
State, Jan. 1, 1909. 
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He is a lineal descendant of five or the persons named 
in the charter of Charles II granting the power of govern
ment to the Commonwealth of Conn. 

Everett and Wmnifred both descended from Rev. James E. 
Fitch and Priscilla Mason, Norwi~ Conn. 

No children. 

989 MINNIE B. RISLEY (Syl:outer, 9.nd8, Cl,,aunce1l, 
Benjamm•, Jonafhan5

, Nathaniel\ Jonathan•, Richaril!, 
Richar,Jl-), b. Aug. 29, 1869, :Madison, N •• Y; m. William Odell, 
Nov. 1, 1891, Otselic, N. Y.; b. Mar. 19, 1872; no children; 
living in Utica, N. Y., 1908. 

990 MINA J. RIS'"i.EY (Syl:oester', CkawnceyT, Benjamin•, 
Jonathan&, Nathaniel', Jonathan!, Ru:waf, Rickard'-), b. 
Oct. S, 1870; m. Morris Odell, b. :Mar. 19, 1870. 

Children: 
1260 WALTEJt SYLVESTEJt, b. Apr. 19, 1897, East 

Hamilton, N. Y. 
1261 EAll.L Du.o-z, b. Aug. 8, 1908. 

Above lived at Utica, N. Y., 1908. 

991 FLORENCE M. RISLEY (Syl'Dt:8ter', Chawncey-:-, Bm
jamm•, Jonatkan5

, Natkamd,', Jonathatn.•, Richaraf, Ric1,,
araf), b. June S, 1872; m. James Wratten, Feb. 22, 1888~ 
Waterville, N. Y., b. Sept. 1, 1866, Hubbardsville, N.. Y. 
Children: 

1262 EvA MAY, b. July 11, 1890. 
1!68 ELLENA RUTH, b. Oct. 2, 1891. 
1264 l\f.uty k."N, b. June 28, 1894. 
1265 l\fu."1"-r& BLA.. .... CX, b. July 17, 1899, 
1266 SYLVESTER RlsLEY, b. --, 1902. 
1267 AucE l\Luu:E, b. Jan. -, 1906. 

Other children. 

996 · FENIMORE C.. RISLEY ( On,iJJ,e W. '; Cli,awn,cey1,. 
BenjamJ.n•, Jonathan5

, Natka:tuel', Jonathan•~ Richara-,. 
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llicnard''), b. Oct. l, 1875; m. Mary Frances Wellar, June 8, 
1898, N. Y. Mills. 

997 WALTER C. RISLEY (OrDiil,e', ~. Benja-: 
'ITlin", Jonathatn,1, Nathaniel\ Jonat7,,a,n,•, Richariff,' Ricl,,
ariP), b. Dec. !9, 1879; m. Marian K. Bayne, June 6, 1900, 
N. Y. Mills, N. Y. 

Child: 
li68 RoGER .Ax.l!:um>ER, b. -, 1904. 

1004 CLARENCE S. McLEAN (M. EZ'Dira R. •, SyZ'Dt:de?, 
Benja'lllffl8, Jonathan', Natlumiil', Jonatharf, Ri,chariff, 
RichariP), b. Jan. 8, 1870, Westford, Conn.; m. April 16, 
1901, Zue Hunter Broclcett, Washington, D. C., b. Feb. 7, 
1869. 

Teacher; now agent for Am. Book Co., Buft"alo, N. Y. 
Children: 

li69 CAJU>Lnr.E, b. Jan. 6, 190!, Rochester, N. Y.; d. 
May 80, 1908. 

mo Rll'Tll, b. May !9, 1905, New York, N. Y. 
lffl DoBOTXY Ex.VD.A, b. Jan. !0, 1906, S~ 

N. Y. 

1005 WILLIAM A. McLEAN (M. El:Dira R.8, SyZ7lt:8ter7, 
Benja'111in•, Jonathan5

, NathanieV', Jonatha11!, RiihariP, 
RichariP). b. May 1, 1875; living in New Haven, Conn.; m. 
Oct. li, 1904, Sarah Isabella Bassett, b. Oct. 16, 1875. 

Child: 
li72 lsuELLA. B., b. June 26, 1907; d. June !6, 1907. 

1012 CHARLES E. HOUSE (Mary .A.rm• Riiley 'JIO'IUe, 
Karam\ Jonathan, jr.8, Jonathan', Natha'lliil', Jonathan•, 
Richariff, Richartlf), b. June 18, 1846; living at Nomch, 
N. Y., 1908; m. 1st, Esther Palmer, Brookfield, N. Y.; m. 
.!nd, Mary Benedict, Nomch, N. Y. 

Children: 
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U7S Hm.ur: LAMOTT HouSE, d. in infancy. 
1!!74 .Ax.vmA HouSE, b. --; m. Theodore Ferrell! 

served in the 114th Regt., N. Y. S. V.; now de
ceased; no children.. 

U75 EvA HouSE, b. --; m. and moved to Nebraska.; 
one daughter. 

U76 Ez.r.:eN, m. Wm. M. Hart; 2 daughters. 

1014, SARAH C. HOUSE (Mary ..A.! Risl,ey HOU8e, Karam-r, 
Jonathan, jr!, Jonatha:1i!S, Nathaniel&, .:(onathan8

, Richara-, 
Richart~-), b. June 26, 1849; m. --, George Waters, Nor
wich, N. Y. 

Children: 
1277 Ciuxx.Es. 
U78 MA.DEL, m. Robert Hart, Norwich, N. Y. 

1019 MARYE. RISLEY (Kiram G.8 Risl,ey, Kzram7, JO'flr 
athan, jr.0

, Jonathan5
, Nathanielf, Jonathan8

, Riilw.rtlf, 
Richard'), o. Nov. 24, 1854; m. Dec. 9, 1874, Lewis C. Porte. 

Children: 
1279 EvA M. PoJtn:, b. Aug. 21, 1876; m. Martin 

Slach1a, Nov. 2, 1898. 
USO FRED L. PoJtTE, b. June 16, 1880; m. Blanche 

Rhodes, June 12, 1907. 

1020 JOHN R. RISLEY (Hiram G.' Rill,ey, Kzram7, Jtm
athan, jr.0

, Jonatha1l, Nathaniel&, Jonathan•, Richartlf, 
Richartl!-), b. June 4, 1856; m. JarL 26, 1887, Estella Klock. 

Child: 
1281 LA.UJtENcE G., b. Apr. 12, 1889. 

•1027 NETTIE M. ARNOLD (Therem1, L.8 Rill,ey, Elilha, 
jr.-r, Eli,ha0

, Jonathan5
, Nathaniel', Jonathan8

, Richara-, 
Richard'), b. --, 1870; m. Joseph White,--, 1889, Clay
ville, N. Y. 

Children: 
1282 Lo:u:NA J., b. --, 1898. 
1!83 Mil.JOBIE M., b. -, 1894. 
U84 HowAJtJ> E. A., b. --, 1900. 
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1028 WILFRED ARNOLD (Theru;a L! Rialey, El-uha,. 
Jr}, Eluha", Jonathan", Nathaniil4, Jonathana, RichartP,. 
RiihartP), b. --, 1878; m. --, Jones, ·Rome, N. Y. 

100...9 HARRIET T. ARNOLD (Therusa L! Rialey, Eliiha . ., 
jr.-r, Eluha', Jonathan5

, Nathaniil/', Jonatharl', Richartr, 
RiihartP), b. --, 1880; m. William T. Croak; 226 Lansing
St., Utica, N. Y. 

Child: 
1285 G:EO:&GE .A., b. --, 1~ 

1050 CHARLES L GOODWIN (Cornelia TaJ,cott8 Gooil-
?Din. Ruby S. R.-r Tal,cott, Eli..""U,_- Rialey, J0'1t,1Jthan'S, Nathan
iel', Jona.than•, RichartP, RichartP), b. Feb. 3, 1859, Ronald,. 
Mich.; m. Dec. !0, 188!, Sophia U. Ferguson, Orange, Ionia. 
Co., Mich., b. Feb. !4, 1859. 

Children: 
~ MAJty T:a:Eo. Goo»wm, b. Mar. 5, 1885; m. Jacob. 

Moore, July S, 1907. 
li87 Lou Con"ELIA Goo»wm. 
1~ OZIAS TALCOTT Goo»WIY. 

Mr. C. L Goodwin has been Supervisor nve years and Regis
ter of Deeds for Ionia County four years. He is a farmer. 

1052 ANDREW B. GOODWIN (Cornelia TaJ,cott8 Gooil-
:oin, Ruby S. Ruley" Tal,cott, Eli.,,.-, Jonathan", Nathaniel',. 
Jonat1.arl', Richartr, Richartl1), b. Jan. 11, 1865, Ronald,. 
Ionia Co., Mich.; m. Sept. 4, 188!, Nellie Rose Klotz, b. Jan. 
9, 1867, Orange, Ionia Co., Mich.: m. !!!id, Mar. 17, 1906,. 
Addie L Wheeler, Carson City, Mich. 

1053 ETTIE M. TALCOTT (Oscar8 Talcott, Ruby Risky"· 
Tal,cott, Eli..,,.-, Jonathan\ Nathaniel', Jonatka1l, Rickard'\. 
Rickarcl-), b. April 11, 1865, Ronald, Mich.; m. July !5, 
1888, Rev. Alexander T. Luther, b. Oct. 31, 1854,. Wayne,. 
Mich. 



TEE DESCD"D.C.'"TS OJ!' JllCll.AJIJ) JI.ISLEY 175 

Children: 
~9 MilY Bu..-.:cx LtrrJU:Jt, b. Nov. !8, 1884, Evans

ton, m. 
1290 EDw.AJtD TALCOTT LUTl!Elt, b. Dec. 8, 1886, 

Chicago, D1. 
1291 EAll.L 0. LUTl!Elt, b. Oct. 21, 1888, Lowell, Mich. 
1292 CLAJtA. Lo1JISE LUT:HEJt, b. July SO, 1890, Lowell, 

Mich. 
1298 OLIN CADY LUT.HEJt, b. July 21, 1898, Lansing, 

Mich. 
Rev • .Alexander T. Luther and family now reside at Lake 

Odessa, Mich., Feb., 1909. 

1054 JULIA H. T.ALCOTT (O,car8 Talcott. Ruby Rilley7 

Talcott, Eli.zt.tr8, Jonathan'S, Nathaniel,', Jono.than3
, RichartT-, 

RichariJ1), b. Dec. H, 1866, Ronald, Mich.; m. at Ionia, May 
16, 1888, A. Wellington Chandler, b. Oct. H, 1860, Walnut, 
m. 

Child: 
1294 ELuoT TALCOTT C:a:.u-"DLU, b. Jan. 20, 1892, 

Compton, m. 

1055 BERTHA BELLE TALCOTT (O,car8 Talcott. Ruby 
Rilley Talcott, Eli..-u~, Jonathan\ N athamel', J onathan,3, 

RicluzrtT-, Richarif-), b. Jan. 4, 1869, Ronald, Mich.; m. July 
15, 1896, at Lansing, Mich., Horace Hesper Goodwin, b. at 
Ronald, Mich., June 7, 1867. 

Children: 
1295 DoROTllY .AMANDA Goo»wn., b. Sept. 14, 1898, 

Walloon Lake, MiclL 
1296 KEITH EuGn"E Goo»wn., b. Jan. 26, 1902, Wal

loon Lake, Mich. 
Residence of family, Walloon Lake, Mich., 1909. 

1062 IMOGENE BURKE (..4.nn Ameua Talcott8 Burke, 
Ruby Ri8Ze-t/ Talcott, Eli..-u~, Jonathan°, Nathaniel', Jona
than,3, RichartT-, RicluzriJ1), b. Sept. 15, 1878, Ronald, Mich. ; 
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m. Oct. 19, 1902, Albert Oversmith, b. Manchester, Mich., 
Feb. 11, 1870. Reside at Millington, Mich., 1909. 

Children: names unknown. 

1068 RUBIE BURKE (..4.1m .A.. Talcott" Burke, Rtibg Ru-
1,e!f Talcott, ~. Jonathan•, Nathaniel', Jonatha", Rick
arir, Richartf-), b. Nov. 10, 1876, Ronald, Mich.; d. April 8, 
1902; m. July 8, 1900, George Roaring, b. Nov.!, 1874. 

Geo. Roaring and daughter reside in Detroit, Mich. 
Child: 

li97 VIVIA..~ HoABING, b. April 6, 1902. 

1065 EVA RISLEY (Chuter C.8
, .A.llm,", Elizur#, Jcma

thans, Nathame'r, Jonatha", Rickara-, Richaraf), b. Dec. 21, 
1866, Earlville, N. Y.; m. Kirk A. Stetson, Aug. 28, 1894, 
Stockwell, N. Y., b. Nov. 27, 1867. 

Children: 
1298 PA~ C. (twin), b. Dec. 6, 1896. 
U99 LEo:s- A. (twin), b. Dec. 6, 1896. 

1078 ANDREW J. NILES, JR. (.A.nilrem J.8 Niles, Harriet 
P.7 Risky, ~. Jonathan.a, Nathamelf, Jonatkan3

, Ric'lr 
arir, Richard'), b. Oct. 14, 187!, Crosswell, Mich.; m. Sept. 
28, 1869, Carrie M. Cook, Crosswell, Mich. 

Children: 
1800 VERl!: hEl.-:e:, b. Sept. 10, 1897, Crosswell, Mich. 
1801 REvA L!:Nou, b. Nov. 21, 1901, Crosswell, Mich. 

1079 .ALLA M. NILES (.Andrea, J.8 Niles, Harriet P.7 Ru-
1,ey, EZizu,rS, Jonathans, Natha~, Jonathan•, Richara-, 
Richaraf), b. Oct. 26, 1874, Crosswell, Mich.; d. Mar. 80, 
1902, Detroit Hospital; m. Gertrude M. Kerr, Carsonville, 
Mich., June 10, 1869. 

Children: names unknown. 

1080 ALLEN R. NILES (.Andrn,J.8 Niles, Harriet P-7 Ru-
1,ey, EZizu,rS, Jonathans, Natka~, Jonathan•, Rickara-, 
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Richard'-), b. Oct. 26, 1874, Crossw~ Mich.; m. Muriel B. 
Kerr, Mar. 5, 1898, Carsonville, Mich. 

Children: names unknown. 

1085 HENRY H. ROBB (Eliza N.8 Robb, HcJrriet P.T Ril
ley. ~. Jonathan:", NathMtiel", Jonathan3

, Richarit2, 
Richard'-), b. Apr. 17, 1868, Crossw~ Mich.; m. Dec., 1896, 
Ida. M. Coleman, Crossw~ Mich. 

Child: 
ISO! ALDA B., b. Feb. !l, 1898. 

1088 LEON.ARD ROBB (Eliza Ni/,es8 Robb, 'Harriet P."1, 
Eli..~, Jonathan", NathameTf, Jonatlunt, Richarir-, Ru:h
artP). b. Feb. 17, 1874, Crossw~ :Mich.; m. Jan. l, 1900, 
Bertha .Allen, Cass City, :Mich. 

Child: 
lSOS hENE S., b. --, 1901. 

1096 ROSE ANNA WINTER (Ida. B.8 Ri&T,ey, C1,,ai/a F.T, 
ElizurS, Jonathan\ Nathamel", Jonat7,,a'lf, Ru:harir-, Ru:h
artP), b. Nov. 14, 1880, Toronto, Ontario, Can.; m. May 18, 
1904, David .Alexander Bean, Berlin, Ontario, Can., editor 
and proprietor of Dai/,y Telegraph, Berlin, Ont. 

Children: 
1804 Do:ir.oTBY BELLE, b. Feb. -, 1905; d. Apr. ~ 

1905. 
1805 F:a.u;cES MAluoN, b. Apr. !5, 1906. 

1100 MARY M. WALLACE (J. Orr:iJJ,e8 WaJlace, Rozanna. 
Chamber&7 WaJlace. Ham,,an,4 Riiuy. Jonathan5

• Nathamel". 
Jonathan•, Ru:1,,arir-, Ru:hartP), b. --, 1861, Hubbards
ville, N. Y.; m. James Condon, 1884. 

Child: 
1806 GJtACE LoUNA, b. --, 1890. 

1101 LEW WALLACE (J. Orcil1e8 Wallace, Ro:ca.11111,a:r 
Chambers. Ham,,an,4 Riiley, Jonatlum5

, Nathamel', Jonathans~ 
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RichaTiP, Richard1). b. --, 1867, Hubbardsville, N. Y.; m. 
Lorena Dart, 1891. 

Child: 
1807 PAtTL DAJtT, b. -, 1894; d. --, 1895. 

1119 WILLARD V. TODD (Chawncey R.8 Todd. Hannak 
.J...7 RiaT,ey, Ch.awncey8, Jonathan5

, Nathaniel.', Jonatlum3
, 

RichariP, Richard1), b. Nov. S, 1862; m. Louisa Kowhogen, 
Nov. 15, 1888, Rochester, N. Y. 

Child: 
1308 WALTER SID~""EY, b. Aug.-, 1885. 

llS! ARTHUR H. SIMMONS (Merci/J,e D.8 Rialey, Ju!lU8 
C.1

, Syl11UW, Jonathan5
, Nathamel-6, Jonathan3

, Rickarif-, 
Rickard1), b. Sept. !S, 1866, Madison, N. Y.; m. Lida Pres
ton, Oct. 10, 1891. 

Child: 
1809 GEUITT WATh'"E SDDtON'S. 

USS WALTER R. SIMMONS (Marcell D.8 RiaT,ey, JuJlU8 
C.1

, Syl11Uter8, Jonathan5
, Nathaniel', Jonathan!, Richarif-, 

Richard1), b. Feb. 14, 1869; m. Elizabeth Pullen, July 5, 
1890. 

Child: 
lSlO W ALTEB. R. SDWONS, Jx. 

1134 LELIA RUTH SIMMONS (Merci/J,e D.8 Rialey, JvJ
~ C.7

, Sywe8ter•, Jonathan5
, Nathaniel', Jonathan3

, Ru:h
ariP. Richard1). b. Dec. !4, 1876; m. Arthur J. Evans, Dec. 
~4, 190!. 

1135 GERTRUDE R. SIMMONS (MerceZle D.8 Risley. JvJ
iU8 C.1

, SyZ.Oester•, Jonathan\ Nathaniel', Jonathan3
, Rich

.ariP. Richard1). b. Dec. 4, 1878. 

1136 LIZZIE M. STEBBINS (Emma' Rialey, Ju!lw C.T, 
Sylvester8, Jonathan'S, Nathaniel', Jonathan3

, Ru:harif-, Rich-
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-ard1 ), b. May 1, 1846, Brookfield, N. Y.; d. Dec. 21, 1891; 
JD. Joseph Bostwick, Feb. 25, 1891, Hubbardsville, N. Y. 

Child: 
1511 MAx.:roJtIE S. BoSTWICX, b. Nov. !6, 1898, Ham

ilton, N. Y. 

1145 HERBERT R. FERGUSON (Gertrude9 Ruley. Clrrv
topher Columbut1 C:", Syl'Deater', Jonathan5

, Nathaniel', Jon
c.thanr., Richariff', Richard1), b. Jan. 15, 1875, Waterville, 
N. Y.; m. Letta Morse, Feb. 26, 1895, Waterville, N. Y. 

Children: names unknown. 

1155 FAYETTE J. WELCH (.A.moa8 Wilch, Louiaa.1, Sy7,
'DUter9,_ Jonathan8

, Nathamez•, Jonathan•, Richariff', Rich
ard1), b. Dec. SO, 1878; m. Mary .Abbey, July SO, 1902. 

1175 MARGARET CLARA HANNA (Martha B! Hanna. 
Mary .A.nri Roberta Branilriff, John s.• Roberta, Esther5 
Somen, Esther• Risley, Richart14, Richarii:, Richard1), b. 
Sept. 5, 1870; m. June 6, 1900, J. Frederick ~ Ionia, 
Mich. 

Child: 
·1512 ELIZABETH LILLIA....-, b. Mar. 19, 1901. 

John Somers, emigrant ancestor, married Hannah Hodgkins. 
Their first clu1d was bom 1685. 

Their second son was Richard Somers and married Judith 
Setart. Their daughter, Judith Somers, b. Apr. 5, 1745; mar
ned -- Risley. 

John Somers, grandson of John and Hannah H. Somers, 
married Esther• Risley, Feb. 9, 1744 (4th generation). (The 
Dame is sometimes spelled Hester and often used, one for the 
other; Esther is the proper name; Hester, a nickname). 

Polly Somers, daughter of Isaac, married -- Risley. 
Frederick Somers married Sophia Risley. 
Abigail Somers (sister of Esther R. Somers Roberts) mar

ried Samuel Risley. 
Mary Somers, married Baker Risley. 
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Jm::.ph Risley Somers, b. No-v. 29, 1808. 
Sarah Somers b. Feb. 2, 1817, m. Samuel Risley, b. June 11, 

1817. 
The above are among Somers records (relation to each other 

not known). New Jersey. 
Following from N. J. marriages: 

Marga_ret Doughty and John.Risley, m. May 4, 1758. 
James Holmes and Leah Risley, m. July 5, 1744. 
George Hawkins and Jemima Risley,. m. July Sl, 1758 • 
.Ann& Parman and Peter Risley, m. Jan. 22, 1786. 
John Somers and Esther' Risley (see above), m. Feb. 9, 

1744. 
Edward Higbe and Jemima Risley, m. May 4, 1788. 

By a Somers record, John Somers·m. Hannah McLean. 
They bad a son, Joseph Risley McLean, b. Nov. 29, 1802. 

They had four children. (If you want the children of John' 
Somers (and Hannah McLean), son of John and Esther Ris
ley, refer to Mrs. Samuel T. Hanna., 1128 West Berry St., 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.) 

Among Quaker records, New Jersey, is frequently seen the 
name of Esther Haines, and· as Esther R.( ?) Somers was a 
Friend, it is strong evidence that Esther Risley's mother's 
name may have been Esther Haines. Miss Mary S. Allen, 
Deputy Custodian (1908) of Friends Records at Friends Li
brary at 14! North 16th St., Philadelphia, is very reasonable 
in. her charges, and for a small fee, say one dollar, she will 
look up a name and send copy. 



LINEAGE 

:MB.s. s. T.R.umA 

Ma.rlha. Brandriif' married Samuel Telford Hanna. 
Ma.rlha. Brandriif' Hanna,· dau. of· Alfred Dizon Bromdriff, 

son of.Jesse (and Rhoda Garrison) Brandriif', son of Timothy 
(and Elizabeth Hughes) Brandriif', son of Timothy Bran
dreth (name changed in spelling) and Sarah --, of Cape 
May, N. J. . 

Alfred D. Brandriff married Mary A. Roberts, dau. of 
John Somer• Robert,. son of John Roberts, jr. (and Esther 
Somers, son of John Roberts, sr. (and Elizabeth Haines), son 
of John Roberts, the Hugaenot immigrant; 

Esther Somers, dau. of John Somers {and Esther Risley, 
dau. of Richard• Risley, son of Ricba.rcF Risley, son of Rich
ard1 Risley of Hartford, Conn., Founder of Commonwealth 
of Conn.), son of John Somers and Hannah Hodgkins of Wor
cester, Engumd, and Somers Point, N:· J. 

John Somer• Boberl8 married Martha .Hooper Rhodes, dau. 
of Stephen Bhodu, son·of John Rhodes and Elizabeth Stuart, 
a lineal descendant of Robert Stuart, Steward of Scotland, 
and brother of the King. Stephen Rhodes married Elizabeth 
Hooper, dau. · of Isaac Hooper, son of William Hooper arid 
Margaret French, dau. of Thomas . French. Isaac Hooper 
married Martha Tice, dau. of John Tice of Holland, and 
Elizabeth Pease. of Somers, Conn., dau. of James Pease 
and Abigail Ford, dau. of Joseph Ford of W-mdbam,.James 
Pease, son of James Pease ·and ·Mary Abbe,. dau. of 
Thomas and Sarah Fairfield Abbe, dau. of Ensigb Walter_ 
{and Sarah Skipper, dau. Wm. Skipper of Lynne) Fair.field, 
son of John Fair.field of Salem and Wenham, Mass. 



TENTH GENERATION 

1!!10 CHARLES L. JENCKS (Caro1.i:ne9 Riil,ey, Lynum E.•. 
A1hbe1!, BmjfMR,ffl•• Jona,thar,,5, Nathaniel', Jonathan•, Bich
artr, Richartr-), b. Aug. 18, 1864, East Hartford,_ Conn.; 
m. 1st, Carrie Risley, dau. of Robert Risley, East Hartford; 
m. 2nd, Mary Mecklesen. 

Children 1st marriage: 
ISIS Bil.oLD, b. Mar. li, 1884. 
1814 H'mtBEJr.T, b. Oct. 7, 1886. 
1815 l\LuuoN, b. May 20, 1889. 
1816 LD:.r.u.N, b. Apr. 6, 1894. 

2nd marriage: 
1817 DoaoTKY, b. Apr. 6, 1898. 
1818 MrLDJtED, b. Feb. 26, 1900. 
1519 CJIAltLES, b. Dec. !.7, 1905. 

1211 JOHN L JENCKS (Carollne G.• Rilley, Lyman', Aih
bir, Benjamm•, JonatNm'S, Nathamel,4, Jonathan', Richartr, 
RichartP), b. Aug. 2, 1866, East Hartford, Conn.; m. Carrie 
L Brewer (2nd cousin), Oct. 7, 1885, b. ~- 22, 1865. 

Lumber merchant at Manchester and East Hartford. 
Children: 

1520 ETHEL M., b. Sept. 9, 1888. 
1521 PncY, b. Oct. 18, 1889. 
1522 GL:D.-»o::. L, b. Nov. 14, 1901. 

1!15 DAISY M. RISLEY (Irmng L.0
, Lyman•, A1hbe1!, 

Benjamin•, Jonathan5
, Nathani.il:", Jonathan•, RichartP, 

RichartP), b. Apr. !l, 1877, East Hartford, Conn.~ m. Guy 
Bunce,--, 1897, East Hartford, Conn. 

Cht1d: 
1525 RAnto:i.-», b. --. 
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1240 HABRY HILLS (l•abill,e9 Bre'IDer, J'lilia L • Hurlburt, 
A'lfflT Ruley, Benjmni.n•, Jonat1um5, Nat'lumi.er', Jonat1um•; 
RichartP, Ric1,,anJ!-), b. Feb. ~ 1882; m. Apr. 1~, 1905, -
South Manchester, CoDD. 

1276 ELLEN HOUSE HART {Cl&M. E.• Howe, Mary A! 
Ri.ley Horue, KirmaT Ruley, Jonathan. Jr.•, JonatTum•, Na,
t'/umiil,', Jonatharl', Ricl&anl2, Ricnartlf), b. -_-; m. ~ 
Wm. .Matteson Hart. 

Children: 
1824 RoSE, b~ --~ m. Morris Hoke, Oswego, N. Y. 
IS~ BURT, b. --; m. Mabel Waters, Norwich, N. Y. 

INCOMPLETE LIST. 

Although the unbroken line of descent from Ricbard1 is 
indicated in most of the following records, sufficient data as 
to some of the ancestors have been lacking to make it possible 
to place them in their proper generations and to give them 
distinctive numbers in the body of· the -book. When possible 
reference is made to the nearest ancestor who carries a number 
so that from that point back to Ricba.rd1 the records may be 
readily followed. 

STELLA ROBERTS {RANKIN) (Joaial,, A.T Roberu, John 
s.• Roberl8 [No. 26!], :&tlier S~ Ro~ :&tlier Ru
'le1f S0'11U:1"8, Richart?- Rwy. RichartP, Richaril!-), b. Oct. 10, 
1860, Lytle, Warren Co., Ohio; m. Mar. SI, 1885, David A. 
Rankin, St. Peter, Minn. 

Children: 
Cr.tn'oll.D A. B.&l,."]tD;', b. June 20, 1886; d. Sept. 24', 

1886. 
MAtm A. Rc."XIN, b. Aug. SI, 1888. 
~"'1',"EVILLE S. ~. b. Sept. 19, 1891. 
EVA L RA.~. b. Aug. !8, 1894. 

HELEN ROBERTS (LATIMER) (Joiiah A.T Robert•, John 
801RD"•• Robert. [N. 262], :&tlier S~ Boberu, :&tlier 
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Riil,ey' Somen, Ric'lulrtP Ruley, Riihard2, Ricn.artl!-), b. Feb. 
16, 1869, Kasotatown, Le Suen Co., Minn.; m. 1st, Oct. 9, 
1895, Manton Campion, cl. May 4, 1899; m. 2nd, Dec. 11, 
1901, Rev. Claire B. Latimer, St. Peter, Minn.; Graduate 
Princeton College, Presbyterian, b. Springfield, Ohio. 

Children, 1st marriage: 
LoJt:NA RUTH: Ciln-IoN, b. J?ec. 19, 1896. 

2nd marriage: 
DONALD RoBE&TS LA.TDCD, b. Oct. $, 190!, Moorhead, 

Minn. 
Do:aoTXY LA.TDmR, b. Nov. 25, 1905, Moorhead, Minn. 
PAUL Som::as J.&'J'DKER., b. Sept. 2~ 1908, Moorhead, 

l\:finn. 

ALICE ROBERTS (ST.ARK) (J<nio.h ..A..-r Robert,, Jolm Som
en9 Roberts [No. 262], Enher Somen8 Roberu~ :&ther Ru
le!/ Somer,, Riiharii', Riihard2, Richard'), b. -, Waynes
ville, Ohio; m. June 6, 1878, Hugo L. Stark, St. Peter, :Minn. 

Children: =es unknown. 

JOHN PERCY CONKLING (Juli,a, Roberl87 Conkling, Joma 
Somen9 Robert& [No. 262], Enher Somers8 Robert&, :&ther 
Ruky' Somen, Ru:n.arii' Ruley, Richartl2, Riihartl2), b. 
March 2, 1887, Chicago, IIL; m. --. 

EDWARD LA GRANGE (Martha Roberti1 La Grange, John 
Somers9 .Robert• [No. 262], Esther Somer,8 Robert,, :&ther 
Ruley' Somen, Riduzrii' Ruley, Ru:n.ariff, Ru:n.artl!-), b. May 
9, 1874, Dakota; m. April -, 1900. 

Children: names unknown. 

CLARENCE HOMER ROBERTS (Charles W! Robert,, 
Joseph 0.7 Robert,, John Somen9 Robert, [No. 262], Enher 
Somen5 Roberts, Esther Ruley' Somers, Ru:n.artl! Ruley, 
Ru:hariJ!, Ru:hartl!-), b. May 19, 1882, Oskaloosa, JefFerson 
Co., Kan., DOW Perry, Kan.; m. --. 

WILLIAM OSMAN ROBERTS (Charles W.8 Roberts, Jo-
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#J1h o.-r Roberts, John S0'111en8 Roberts [No. 262], Erther 
S0'111ena Robern, Erther Riiley• S0'111C1'8, Richarir' Ria'Iey, 
Richartl!, Richartll), b. Sept. 6, 1876, Gardner, Johnson Co., 
Kansas; now Portland, Oregon; m. July 16, 1905, Carrie 
Ward, Lewiston, Idaho. 

Children: names unknown. 

EMILY RISLEY (DameZ B.-r [No. 481], Syl-Derter0
, J<ma

tkan5, NatkameZ\ Jonatkan3
, Richartr, Ricluctll), b. Aug. 

28, 1865, Deansboro, N. Y.; d. Feb. 10, 1908; m. Rev. John 
Lang. 

Children: 
CAJtSON. 

Do:i.ALD; live with grandfather, D. B. Risley, Hamilton, 
N. Y • 

.HENRY STUART HOUSE (!f"m. Watson" HO'l.£8e, Williama 
HOU8e, Elizabeth• Rilley (m. HOfUe), ·John• Riiley [No. 5], 
Rickartl!, Rickartll), b. Mar.:, 15, 1851, lSS Washington St., 
Hartford, Conn.; m. June 25, 1879, Alice Jennett Whiting. 

Child: 
HD-"ltY CLARENCE, b. July 7, 1885. 

Both the father and mother of Henry S. House have Risley 
ancestors; the record given below: 

Henry Stuart House (Elizabetk8 .A.bbey (HO't.£8e), (m. 
Wm. Watson), TryphfflaT Treat (m. Abby), Trypnena• Ris
ley (No., 188] (m. Treat), Johna Riiley (m. Burnham), John' 
Ris'Iey, jr. (m. Ha:i:inah Keeney), Joh'lf, Rickara-, Rickartll). 

EMMA SOPHIA FORBES (Giles8 Forbes, Euzabeth-r Treat, 
Trypnena• Risley [No. 188], John\ John•, John', Rickarrr, 
Rickard1), b. Feb. 28, 1840, East Hartford, Conn. 

One of the trustees of the association of " The Descendants 
of Richard Risley." 

CHARLES RICHARD RISLEY (Charles B.T Ris'ley, Timo
th'lf, Joshua5 [No. 65), John', John•, Richara-, Richard1), 
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b. Sept. 21, 1854, East Hartford, Conn.; m. Adaline Burn
ham, April 24, 1902, Hartford, Conn.; b. East Hartford, Nov. 
2, 1845. . 

One of the trustees of the association of " The Descendants 
of Richard Risley/' 

BENNET TYLER RISLEY (JoihuaT RiaT.ey, Timoth•1l, 
Joi/W,Q,5 [No. 65], John, jr.', John1

, Riihar<R-, Richarif-), b. 
Sept. 28, 1855, South W"mdsor, Conn. 

EVELYN W. RISLEY (Jo11huaT, Timothy8
, Jo11h:ua5 [No. 

65], John, jr.', John•, Riihar<R-, Richard'), b. Aug. 5, 1849, 
South Wmdsor, Conn. 

MARY DUNHAM (TRACY) (DwnJ,,am}, Mary/ RisT.ey, Sa,,,,,_ 
ue'I! [No. 81), Job', Sa'ITUU7!, Riihar~, Richard'), b. April 7, 
1882, Glastonbury; m. Selden H. Tracy, Oct. 18, 1878, b. 
Nov. 10, 1876; d. April 12, 1897. 

Child: 
SELDEN E. Tu.CY, b. Sept. 15, 1896, Bridgeport, Conn. 

JOHN HENRY HOUSE (Henry RisT.ey H()'IJ,IJe, Sophia Ris-
7.ey, Cyprian H()'IJ,IJe), b. Sept. 20, 1860, Turin, Lewis Co., 
N. Y. ; m. Wilhelminia. Amelia Archdikin, Oct. 12, 1882, Mar
tinsburg, N. Y. (No connection known of previous genera
tions.) 

Children: 
Mn."":NIE LoUISE HouSE, b. Nov. 17, 1888. 
MAJty BEATRICE HouSE, b. Oct. 5, 1886. 
J OB:l. Lu.smG HouSE, b. Mar. 15, 1895. 

D. A. RISLEY, born near Hartford, Ct., 1748. 
His son, Asa Risley (grandfather of A. T. Risley, Decatur, 

DI.), born in 1775. Jesse Risley (son of Asa.) born at Long 
Meadow, Mass., Dec. 28, 1797. 

This Asa Risley kept the Ferry on the Vermont side of Lake 
Champlain opposite Fort Ticonderoga. 
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A. T. Risley, Decatur, DL, born at Canton, N. Y., St. Law-
rence Co., Risleys in DL 

Grant Risley, Decatur, DL, 124 E. Orchard St. 
G. V. Loring and wife (Risley) 801 E. Wood St. 
T. H. Terhune, Decatur, DL, 910 E. William St. 
Albert T. Risley,. Streator, DL, 707 Shalbona St. 
Edwin Risley, Streator, DL, 707 Shalbona St. 
Eva Risley, Streator, DL, 707 Shalbona St. 
A. P. Risley, Greenville, DL 
A. P. Risley and three grown sons, Mechanicsburg, Iowa. 
Albert A. Risley, Canton, N. Y. 
Cynthia Risley, Canton, N. Y. 

NINA GREGORY PROCTOR (Jo,ephine S. Riiley [m. Wm. 
Gregory .Tones], Ezra B. Ri,ley [in. Charlotte-], Dauiil, 
Sq1m:ue'l), b. March 6, 1848, Richmond, King William Co., 
Va.; m. Jan. 16, 1901, Charles E. Proctor, b. Dec. 16, 1865, 
Yonkers, N. Y. 

Children: names unlmown. 
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61 (65) JOSHUA RISLEY (John, Jr.\ Joh'li1, RickariF, 
Richari/1), h. 1741: d. Oct. 18, 1822; m. Sarah l-IcLeod, b. 
1745; cl. Sept. 6, 1800; m. (2) Druneris Abbey, b. 1756; d. 
April 26, 1816. 

Children of J osbua and Sarah: 
1226 SAJ1AX, b. 1761; m. --Roberts. 
1227 ~""NAH, b. 1768; m. -- .Bidwell. 
H28 GEO:RGE, b. 1770. 
1229 Josmr.&, Jx., b. 1772. 
1280 ESTHEJt, b. 1774; m. --Roberts. 
1281 Tw:oTXY, b. 1777 (June 9); m. Abigail Gerald, 

April 8, 1797. 
1282 .ru."l."E, b. 1780; m. -- Meaker. 
1288 Mrr.LE, b. 1784. 
12M No]WA},,"D, b. 1787. 

1281 TIMOTHY RISLEY- (Josh~. John, Jr.4, Joli'li1, 
RickariF, Rickarilf), o. June 9, 1777; d. Jan. 7, 1855'; m. 
Abigail Gerald, April 8,' 1797, b. June 2, 1776; d. Dec. 27, 
1850. 

Children: 
1235 1>:EuA, b. June 21, 1798; m. William Wallace. 
1286 JOSHUA, b. Oct. 8, 1799; m. Betsey Ann Crane. 
1287 M..uu:A, b. Nov. 16, 1801 ; m. Rev. Raephael Gilbert. 
1288 E~ b. Oct. 1, 1808; m. Chloe Dunlap. 
1289 .A:I.mB.A, b. April 2, 1805; m. Rev. Leonard Griffin. 
1240 .ALBEXT, b. June 17, 1807; m. Caroline Fox. 
1241 E~ b. Nov. 8, 1809; m. Silas Clapp. 
1242 EDWARD (1st), b. June 14, 181!!; d. Sept. 8, 1818. 
1248 EDWAl11>_(2d), b. April 26, 1814; m. Sarah Buck-

ley. 
1244 CKARLES B., b. Oct. 5, 1818; m. Delia A. Risley. 

1244 CHARLES .B. RISLEY (Timotk!f, Joal,,ua1S, Jokn, 
Jr.', Jok'li1, RickariF, Rickard1), born East Hartford, Oct. 5, 



1818; d. :l\fay 18, 187!!; m. (1st) Delia A. Risley, Dee. S, 
1848, b. July 7, 1829: d. l\fa.y 27, 1855. 

Children: 
li-15 ~ F., b. Sept. 26, 1849; d. Sept. 12, 1850. 
li46 CIL\JU.ES R., b. Sept. 21, 1854. 
1247 .rumm, b. May 21, 1858; d. Sept. SO, 1858. 

l!a.nied (2d) Elizabeth Hills, March 81, 1859, b. ·Nov. 12, 
1822: d. Feb. 22, 1890. 

li48 LoTTIE H., b. March so, 1862. 
li49 ELIZ&. C., b'.-Aug.10, 1864; m. Frank E. Forbes, 

Oct. 15, 1890. 
Delia Abigail Risley, wife of Charles B. Risley, was a daugh

ter of Caleb Risley, b. 1784, d. 1840, and .Abigail Hancock, 
o. 1788, d. 1872. 

Children: 
RuSSELL, m. --"Warner. 
Extt.D.""E, m. --. Treat. 
R:Eu:a:c;-. 
CAI.Ell, m. -- Warren. 
SETX, m. -- Warren. 
Holl.ACE. 
GEOltGE, m. -- Camp. 
DELIA A., m. Charles :S. Risley. 

Caleb Risley, father of Delia, w~ a son of John Risley3 
(No. 59) and Ruth Abbey, dau. of John and Ruth Goodwin 
Abbey. 

Children: 
J.un:s, b. 1775. 
DA31E11.IS, b. 1775: m. --Treat. 
Lucn."'DA, o. 1780. 
CAI.Ell, b. 1784: m. Abigail Hancock. 
Lucn."'DA, b. 1787: m. Ashbel Coles. 
PoLLT, b. 1790: m. Moses Ensign. 
JoBX, b. 1792: m. Sarah Seymour. 
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R"OTH, b. 1795; m. Orren Foroes. 
RvSSEI;L, b. 1796. 

1246 CHARLES RlCHARD RlSLEY (p. 185) (Char'la 
B.-:, Ti11Wthy6, Joslw,a!i, Jobtn.. Jr.•, Jo11:nJl, Riaw.ral-, Rich
ara1), b. Sept. 21, 1854; m. Adeline F. Burnham, April 24, 
1902, at East Hartford, b. Nov. 2, 1845. 

Charles Richard Risley is a member of the Association of 
Descendants of Richard. Risley. He was in charge of the 
entertainment at East Hartford, Aug. S, 1904. 

194 PETER HUXFORD (W.) RISLEY (Sa:nw,el5, Job•, 
Sa7mU°fJ, RichariP, Richartl'-), b. Marlborough, Conn., Dec. 
!9, 1798; d. in California; m. Harriet Hurlburt,.b. 1800; d. 
Feb. 24, 1858, in Glastonbury. 

Children: 
1247 LExlr.&:r., m. Mary(?). 
1248 DEXTD, m. Mary· .&an Smith. 
1249 SAltAE Alm, d. unm. 
1250 Jomr B., b. Sept. 7, 1828; m. Mary Jane Fox. 
1251 Hn:aIET, m. Henry Eno. 
1252 l\f.AJty J.u."E, m. Joseph Islip; removed to Modeste, 

Cal. 
1258 EvGm."E, m. Melissa Hurlburt (No. ~). 

1250 JOHN B. (W.) RISLEY (Peter 'H.6 , Smn,u,eP, Job•, 
S1111nUil3, Richaral-, Richa:raJ), b. Sept. 7, 1828; d. Oct. 6, 1866; 
m. Mary Jane Fox, in Glastonbury, May 12, 1849; b. East 
Hartford, Feb. 9:1, 1829; d. Sept. 1, 1906. 

Children: 
1254 ClWtLES Hm.-itY, b. Jan. 26, 1852; d. Dec. 28, 

1858. 
1255 CL.Au lu:l,"E, b. March 28, 1855, in Glastonbury; 

m. Alfred Selden Clapp. 
1256 ClWtLES :Ilnm;-, o. July 1, 1865. 
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1255 CLARA L (W.)RISLEY CLAP.P8 (John B.1, Peter 
H.6 , Sa.11WeF, Job', Sa'11U.£e/J, Ruilwra-, RichartP), b. March 
28, 1855, Glastonbury, Conn.; m. Oct. 25, 1877, .Alfred Selden 
Clapp, Hartford, Conn., b. April ~ 1851, South Wmdson, 
Conn. 

Children: 
1257 Jom; SELDEl-, b. South Wmdson, Conn., July !1, 

1878. 
1ft58 Dm>LEY Fox, b. East Berlin, Conn., Sept. 4, 1887. 
1259 ALntEDA ~"E, b. South Wmdsor, Conn., April 9, 

1890.· 

1257 JOHN SELDEN CLAPP9 (Clara I. (W.) Ri&k9 
Cl,aptf, Jolm B.7, Peter H.6, Sa'IIZUeC', Job', Sa1rw,il,3, Richara-, 
Richartfl), b. July 21, 1878, South Wmdsor, Conn.; m. Jan. I, 
1907, Olive Loomis Pitkin, b. May 19, 1884. 

Children: 
1260 Do:&oTRY Looms, b. April 14, 1909. 
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THE NAMES OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE CO:M
:MONWEALTH- OF CONNECTICUT 

Following are the names of those male members composing 
the "Hooker Party" tliat in Jun.i, 1636, emigrated from 
Newtown (now Cambridge), :Mass., to Connecticut and 
founded that Commonwealth. 

•l\h,. l\!A:rr:Bll:W Ar.J.n. 
•M:it.Wx..A:N:mt.'Ews 
•l\b. Jom. A:lt:NOLl> 

:MB. F.:u.-..CIS .A:m>JrEWS 
•l\b. Jli::lf.AXY .Al>D.ul'.S 

•M:it. WllL B'l1TL'.l!::a 
•l\:IB,. B.lCll'AltD :B11TLJ!:& 
•:MB. Wl!L BL'll':lllFIELl) 

l\h. h'l>BZW BACON 

l\b..Jom; BnlrAJtD 
:Mn. T:a:oXAS Bmcawoo» 
:MB. Txol!US BVLL 
:Mn. RoBDT B.AJtn.ETT 

M:a.. Jo'S:N' BAYSEY 

•Mir.. J OJD:il C'LA:Rx:£ 
l\h.. Jo'JD!l CJww 
Mn. J.&.::M:.eS C9ALE 
Mir.. NICXOLAS CLA:Rx:£ 
M:a.. RxcB:A:&D CHll':BCR 

:ML Ro:e:o.T DAYE 

:M:&. ZAc1i:.u:r F.EILD 

•:ML Wx. GooDwo.":& 
•M.L RICH:AJU> Goo»llU..-.. 
•.M:a. 5:ET.B: Gll.Uo--r 
:ML WK. Gm11oxs 
:M:&. GEOBGE GBAVE 

•Mir.. JoFm HAn"ES 
1t)b. EDwA1U> HoPXD.-s 
•:ML · Txo:au.s HooXElt 
•Mir.. T:a:o.lWI Ho:ntE& · 
•.M;a... ~ li.lwtT 
•:ML J OJD:il HoP:EIXs 
:ML WlL H:a:Dmr 
l\h. THOMAS R.u.Es 
ML S.llttl'ltL R.u.Es 
ML Wx. HIDE 
.Ma.. W:.u. Hot.TON 
.Ma.. J O'BJ!: HxGGD."SON 

Mlt.Wx.HILL 

MJt. JONATHAN L-..c:e: 
Names marked 'With a • were lasid. owne:rs 1n Newtown prior to their 

emigration intO Comiectieut:.. 
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•l\ra. W?L LEwEs 
.Mx. RxclUJIJ) LoJtI> 
.Mx. T.s:oKAS LoJr.D, SEN':& 
.Mx. RxCllAltl> LYlU.N 

•.Mx. Jom. MAYYAJU> 

•.Mx,. JOSEPH :MTG.A.TT 

l\h. Jom,: :MOODY 

l\h. l\fATJL :Mil'VILX 
Mi. J om. :M.Alts:a: 

•Mi, T:a:oKAS 0LCOT 

•Mi, JANJ!.S OLMSTEED 
Mlt. RxCllAltl> OLXSTEED 

•.Mx,. Jo:a:N PuTT 

•l\h. STEVEN PoST 
•Mit. w X. p .A:&XElt 

l\h. Wx. p ANTlLEY 

:Mi. Wx. PRATT 

•l\h. NATHA2'"IEL R:ICR&lll> 
l\h. WM. RuscoE 
l\h. T:a:oXAS RooTE 
l\h. RxcB'.AlW RisLEY 

(WRISLEY) 

•MJt. W?L SPENCEJt 
•Mit. E»WA]t]) STEBBING 

•Mit. GEOJtGE STEELE 
•l\h. GEO:&GE STOCXING 

•.Mx. T.s:oKAS SPENCE:& 
.Mx. T:a:oXAS ST.u."DLEY 
Mlt. T.s:oJLAS S-r.u,--roN 
.Mx. T.s:oKAS SELDEN 
:M:&. TntoTXY STANDLEY 
:MR. J om: Sxo.,-'"Elt 
Mlt. ARTR11lt Sl\a'l'X 

•l\h. T.s:oi,us ScOT'l' 

•Mit. $Al[1T.EL STONE 

•l\h. J om. T.ALLCo'l'T 

•:MR. T.s:oKAS WELLS 
•:MR. h"DJtEW W AltNElt 

•:MR. Wx. WESTWOOD 
l\h.JomtWKITE 

•:M:&. Wx. w ADS'WOJr.TK 

Mlt. GEORGE WILL1S 
l\h. Jom. WEBSTEJt 
l\h. Wx. WHITTO:GE 
l\h. NA~"IEL WARDE 

:Mi. GREGORY WINTE1tTON 
:Mit. SAMUEL w AXEMAN 

:ML JoHN Wu.cox 
:MR. RxCllAlll> WRISLEY 

{RlsLET) 
•l\b. R.ICH,\ltl) WEBB 

Names marked with a • were land owners in Newtown prior to their 
emigration into Connecticut. 

Mr. Samuel Stone and Mr. Wm. Goodwin, two of the 
Hooker Company, in 1656 negotiated a treaty with and pur-
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chased lands from Snuekquasson, the Sachem; and the sale of 
lands was confirmed by Joshua his successor, which included 
all lands on both sides of the Connecticut River within the 
boundry of the town of Hartford, between the towns of 
Wethersfield and Glastonbury and Windsor, extending easterly 
three miles and si.,c miles westerly from the River. 

(Manwaring's Hartford Probate Records, Vol 1, 65 to 68.) 





THE 

RISLEY REUNION 





THE FAMILY REUNION 

The following invitations were mailed to all lcnown d~ 
scendants of Richard Risley. 

Tim R.lsr.EY F AXILY RlromoN. 

As a. Descendant of Richard Risley Yourself and Family 

are Cordially Invited to attend the Two Hundred 

and Seventy-first Anlliversa.ry 

To be held August S, 1904 

at the 

EAsr H.ilTFOltD,• CoNN:ECTicUT, 

FmsT CoNGUGA.'l'IONAL (;mmcx. 

The programme of the occasion read as follows: 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Commencing at 10 a. m. 

Address of Welcome and lksponse. 
Music. 

" Our Kinsmen in England" 
Hon. John E. Risley, New York City 

Music. 

The Early Itisleys in New England· 
Edwin H. Risley, Utica, N. Y. 

Music. 

First Written Constitution 
Adna W. Risley,A. M., Ph.D~ Denver, Col 

LUNCBJ!:ON 
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" Th~ Fll'St Church" 
Henry M. Love, Utica, N. Y. 

Music. 

The Location of· the Early Risleys in Hartford, 

Leslie L Brewer, LLB., Hartford 
Music. 

The New Jersey Risleys 

Samuel D. Risley, M.D., Ph.D., ~hiladelpbia. 
Music. 

The Wesurn New York Risleys 
Miss Olive Risley Sewa.rd, Washington, D. C. 

Music. 

The Central New York Risleys · 

Music. 
Mrs Whipple Smith, Hamilton, N. Y. 

OFFICERS. 

President. Edwin H. Risley, Utica, _N. Y. 
Vice-President. ~ E. Risley, Hartford, Conn. 
Vice-President. ·William M. Risley, Ha.rtfor~ Conn. 
Treasurer, Albert E. Risley, Hartford, Conn. 
Secretary, Lincoln S. Risley, New Britian, Conn. 

Arrangements 
Chas. R. Risley 
George Olcott 

COl!OllTTEES-

· LL Brewer 

Reception 
Wm. M. Risley 
Albert E. Risley 
L.V.Lester 

Miss Adela Risley 
Miss Kate Risley 
Miss Belle Burney 

Rollin Risl.?y 
Mrs. Alfred S. Clapp 
Mrs. Elisha Risley 
Mrs. Leonie R. Eddy 

ENTEJI.TAINl!CD.'"T. 

Edwin H. Risley. 
On a.rrival at Union Station, Hartford, take any trolley 
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car for City Hall (take a transfer), change to any east side 
car, all of which pass the church. 

THE STORY OF THE REUNION 

August Srd, 1904, in East Hartford, Co~ was an ideal 
day and the auditorium of the East Hartford Congregational 
Church was well flied at the opening of the morning meeting, 
representatives from sixteen states being present. The meet
ing was promptly called to order by Edwin H. Risley of 
Utica, N. Y., the President of the Risley association. 

Rev. Francis P. Bachelor, pastor of the Hockanum Con
gregational church, opened the meeting by invoking the Divine 
Blessing. . 

C. Henry Olmsted of East Hartford delivered an nd
dress of welcome on behalf of the citizens of East Hart
ford and of ±he members of the _Congregational <'hurch._ He 
referred in his remarks to his -~cester, James Olmsted, who 
left England and sailed to knerica in i6SS in company with 
Richard Risley, and extended the hospitality of the occasion 
in the name of his ancestor and his descendants. 

Edw:in H. Risley responded to the· address of welcome. 
He referred to the feeling of kinship which should bind to
gether the descendants of the noble band that sailed from 
England for America in the "Good Ship Griffen" in the StllD

mer of 1688. Included among the number were such eminent 
divines as Rev. John Cotton, Rev. Thomas Hooker and Hon. 
John Haynes, afterward Governor of Massachusetts Bay 
Colony and the first Governor of the Colony of Connecticut. 

He stated that he felt at home in this church where his 
father and mother were married in 1888 and where hundreds 
of his kinsmen had been baptized, who had lived and died in 
the faith of the Gospel here proclaimed. From this church 
many of his ancestors have been borne to their last resting 
places. • 

He expressed the hearty thanks of the members of the as
sociation to the generous people who had extended their hos
pitality to the gathering. 
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The musical program, in cbarge of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Comish of Naubuc, Mrs. Holt and Mrs. E. Bowdin of Hart
fol"(½ was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Hon. John~- Risley of New York, former United Sta.us 
minister to the Court of Denmark from 1895 to 1898, de
livered a short address on "Our Kinsmen in England." 

He referred to a personal • acquaintance with Halford C. 
Risfoy, the present head of the Risley family in England, and 
the pleasant visit he had at ms home in Didington, Oxford
shire. He is about 69 years of age and is a fellow of New
College, Oxford University. 

The speaker described ms visit to the old "Risley " cliapel 
or church at Chetwood erected in the eleventh century-with 
the "Risley "· coat of arms emblazoned on the walls of the 
building. He stated that the Risley family came into England 
from Normandy and that it was probable that they came into 
Normandy from the Juteland. 

He called · attention to the structure of the Risley name. 
The word "Risle" ·in Norse language means creek or stream, 
and the English added the final "y" which formed our name. 
"He · referred in an interesting manner to the honorable history 
of the family in England during a period of more than eight 
hundred years and wd we could be proud of our complete 
genealogy. 



ADDRESS OF EDWIN H. RISLEY 

Kinrmen aniJ. Frieru18: 
In the early da.ys of June, 1686, the pioneers, less than one 

hundred in number, of ciliferent ages and of both sexes, rested 
at the end of a toilsome journey through a trackless wilderness 
on the elevated tongue of land formed by the junction of 
Little River with the Great River on the "Westerly bank of the 
Connecticut at a point which later bore the name of " Sentinel 
Hill" in the central portion of what is now the city of Hart
ford. Isolated from da.nger of attack by Indians, they lighted 
their camp-fires, pitched their tents, erected bark shanties, 
tethered their herds, posted sentinels· and rested. 

This colony in the early da.ys .of May, 1686, sold their landed 
possessions in Newtown (now '.Cambridge) in the Massachu
setts Bay Colony to a new colony of settlers 1JDder the leader
ship of Rev. Mr. Shepard, and determined to make the jotll'Dey 
into the Valley of Connecticut and to establish tl:ieir future 
homes outside of the territory embraced ~thin royal grants. 
They turned their backs on the old homes which had sheltered 
them for three or four years and turned their faces resolutely 
toward the Connecticut Valley, leaving behind them nothing 
to be desired, looking forward with high hopes to the establish
ment of new homes, a new church and new civil government. 
On this journey of over a lnmdred miles the sturdy men g,un•ded 
their wives and families from the hostile attacks of the Indians, 
clearing a track in the forest for their passage, floundering 
through marshes and streams and crossing the Great River 
upon rafts. The obstacles and perplc?Xities encountered were 
known only to the pioneers and totally unknown to the present 
gene1:ations. 

It is not easy for us to 1JDderstand all of the causes that oper
ated upon the minds of the men and women composing this com
pany, which prompted them to leave their native land three 
thousand miles away and seek new homes in this Valley of the 
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Connecticut. They were all Englishmen and Puritans in re
ligious faith. The seeds of the Protestant Reformation sown 
in the reign Henry VIII had germinated and were bearing fruit. 

The Protestant Reformation in England substituted tho? 
ruling Monarch for the Pope as the head of the church, and 
a few changes in doctrines and forms of worship. Those -who 
doubted or refused to conform to thes.? changes subjected their 
property, hoerty and lives to the peril of destruction. '.rhe 
leaven of unrest had entered tho? minds of thousands of home 
loving Englishmen. Some were not satisfied with th'? doctrines, 
forms of worship and practices of the Church of England; 
others wished for greater simplicity; many disliked the formal
ism in worship; a very large number wished to purify the whole 
ministration of the church, and correct the lives and habit<• of 
the clergy and the church communicants. This class came in 
time to be known as "Puritans." 

In 1567 a numb.?r of devout ministers of the English church 
despairing of securing the correction of the grievous errors 
then existing in the chmch, separated themselves from the 
church and held r~gious services in private houses. 

Robert Bonn, a clergyman of the English church in 1580, 
publicly advocated a separation from the church for those who 
felt they could not secure a proper hearing in the church. 
This body of men and women came in time to be known as 
" Separatist& ": the former were Conservatists and the latter 
Radicals. The "Puritans " and " Separatists " were jailed, 
whipped, hung, quartered and drawn in a manner too shocking 
to be . written about. Other people who were consider.?d ob
jectionable to those in authority were falsely accused and 
visited with the severe penalties of the law; life, liberty and 
property were alike insecure in every part of the British Em
pire. For more than thirty years a reign of terror held th.? 
minds of Englishmen, not unlike the reign of terror during the 
French revolution. 

In Nottinghamshire, a small religious congregation listened 
to the preaching of John Robinson. They incurred the dis
pleasure of their neighbors and the officers of the law and 
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in 1608 they fied in a body to Holland to c?Scape the venge
ance of their persecutors. They founded an English colony 
at Leyden and were joined from time to time by others. Hol
land for years had beat engaged in a deadly struggle with 
Spain for liberty of thought and speech. In this struggle, 
modem historians say, more than eight millions of men and 
women smfered martyrdom for opinion's sake. The Dutch 
treated the English emigrants with respect and courtesy, but 
the English saw that their native tongue would be soon lost 
and that their children and grandchildren would be merged into 
the Dutch, which was somewhat deprecated by the English. 
They determined to emigrate from Leyden to .America. After 
delays and difficulties they set sail from Southampton on the 
16th of September in the " Mayflower" and after a stormy 
passage came to anchor oft' Plymouth, Massachusetts, N ovem
ber !1st, 16!0. The volition of the little band of Pilgrims at 
Leyden was not alone the determining factor that decided 
them to emigrate to America. 

In 1606 James (VI of Scotland) I of England granted 
a royal charter to a company of London merchants and cap
italists to a tract of land from Nova Scotia to Long Islan~ 
to a corporation afterwards known as the Plymouth Company. 
Lands from Cape Fear to the Potomac River to another band 
of capitalists afterwards known as the London Company. The 
grants were to run in strips across the continent from east to 
west in the same parallels. The strip of land between the 
Potomac and Long Island was open to both companies by the 
terms of their charters, with the restriction that if either com
pany planted a colony first, the other colony should not plant 
another colony within one hundred miles of the first one. 

The Pilgrims intended to locate on this middle strip and 
sailed under the auspices of the Plymouth Company and with 
their aid financially, promised to repay the Company with high 
usury in three years. They landed not at the point of destina
tion, but at Plymouth Rocle on the Massachusetts coast. The 
London Company had established a colony at Jamestown in 
the year 1609. The most that can be said of these colonists 
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is that they were composed of the waifs of society brought by 
stress of great perplexities to America, to satisfy the greed of 
two commercial companies. James I was dead. In 1626 bis 
son, Charles I, assumed the purple toga and wore the crown. 
The royal charters granted by his father were under one 
pretext or another revoked or annulled by the Jong's courts. 
King Charles hated an mdependent legislature. He was an 
imperialist with a sublime faith in the right of " Kings to 
Rule." The colonies, however, had different opinions, so they 
appointed their own governors and chose their own legislative 
bodies. This nettled and stirred the ire of Charles, so ho? sent 
governors of bis own selection and issued bis royal decrees and 
undertook to enforce them. He granted new charters under 
restricted governors. Becldey in Jamestown ruled the colony 
for more than a quarter of a century with a spirit of despot
ism unequaled m colonial history. 

When Charles I ascended the throne the Puritans had be
come very strong; to check their growth and curb their haughty 
spirit Charles dismissed his parliament m .March, 1629, and 
closed its doors until 1640 and undertook to rule England 
accordmg to his royal will. In 1680 the Plymouth Colony 
numbered less than three hundred. Matters m England grew 
rapidly worse; Charles had an intense hatred of the Puritans 
and set out to curb and degrade them and to establish the 
supranacy of the church as mterpreted by Bishops and Arch-
bishops of his choice. . 

As the acts of gross usmpation and tyranny grew, the emi
gration to New England increased. 

In 16!8 John Endicott of Dorchester, England, took a com
pany to Salem (or Peace). The Plymouth Company, whose 
eharter was supposed to have been annulled, granted a· strip 
of land between the Charles and Merrimac rivers, stretching 
westward without limit, and Charles I incorporated the Com
pany by Royal grant under the name of "Massachusetts 
:Bay." 

1629-1680 were the darkest days in history for the "Puri
tans" and " Separatists." The Jang had elevated a narrow 
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minded bigot (whose head came off later) to the office of 
Bishop and afterwards .Archbishop of Canterbury; to carry 
into effect the " boiling zeal " of this monarch against . the 
" Puritans ~ and " Separatists " he by royal sanction organ
ized a court composed of the tools of the.King and Archbishop. 
They were granted power, or assumed it, to imprison, scourge, 
murder, hang, quarter and draw those who were accused right
fully or wrongfully with being either " non-conformist," " Puri
tan " or " Separatist "; armed with this extra.ordinary power 
they proceeded to dispose of their hated victims. 

John Winthrop, a man of singularly refined nature, judge 
of a London court, becoming alarmed at the evil tendency of 
the times, in 1680 took a colony of about one thousand persons 
9f both sexes--some domestic animals, money and provisions, 
to America; they reached Massachusetts Bay and located in 
smaller groups in Watertown, Dorchester and Dedham. W-m
t_rop was a man of fine character and habits with only one vice, 
which was a strong belief in the·divine right of the" cla.sses" 
to govern the " masses." 

The church established by this settlement was the center of 
all temporal and spiritual interests of · the colony; only those 
upon whom the pastor and governor saw fit to confer the rights 
of a " freeman " might particiJ?ate in the conduct of its affairs 
which related to the whole body of citizens; and those selected 
as magistrates and members of the General Court were those 
whom the governor and pastor approved. Those who aspired 
to either office could find favor only as they were willing to 
execute the wishE!S of these tyrants in their systems of restraint 
upon the individual liberty of thought and expressions of the 
citizens as effectually as it bad been in England. 

COl,"'NECTICVT COLONY 

The colony that lighted its camp fires on the snmmit of 
"Sentmel Hill" in the Valley of the Connecticut, June, 1686, 
was not a part of the Salem or Bay Colonies, but was entirely 
distinct from either of them. 

This colony's great leader, Rev. Thomas Hooker, was a 
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graduate of and & teaclier in Emanuel College, Cambridg.?. 
He was & moderate " Paritan " · ·in faith and the greatest 
preacher and statesman of his· time. In 1629-80 he was 
preaching in & private chapel in E.,:etershire at "Braintree " 
to throngs of people that :flocked to his parish to hear him. 
He was a man marked by Charles I and Archbishop Laud 
for treatment at the hands of their Ecclesiastical Court. To 
avoid the blow aimed at his life he secr.?tly went to Holland and 
taught and preached at .Antwerp, where he was engaged to 
write the preface to a book written by Archbishop Ames of 
the Roman chun:h. He did his work so well that Charles I, 
then in alliance with the Duke of Orange in resisting the claims 
of his Catholic Majesty, P.hillip II of Spain, demanded that 
Hooker be extradited to England for trial before Laud's Ec
clesiastical Court for heresy. The Duke of Orange was re
luctantly compelled to grant Charles I's claim. 

Rev. Thomas Hooker, then in exile in Holland, voluntarily 
returned to England to prevent being extradited for trial; he 
remained in cone.?alment a short time, awaiting an opportunity 
to escape to America. 

In July, 1688, he took passage at Downs, on the ship" Grif
pn " for the New World. 

John Haynes, and Rev. John Cotton, the form~ afterwards 
governor of the Massach115.?tts Bay Colony, in 1685 and deputy 
governor in 1686, and the latter the most forceful of the early 
New England divines, sailed for Boston, reaching there in 
Septemba- of that year. 

Rev. Thomas Hooker, while in exile in Holland, saw the 
impending blow which was preparing for him for some time 
prior to 1685; he had corresponded with many of his old parish
ioners and friends at " Braintree," and they had prepared to 
remove to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

Prior to their departure they had sent a few trusted friends 
as advance a.:,aents to look up a. site for their futun homes, and 
to clear up portions of the land and erect & church preparatory 
to their arrival. The general court of the Bay Colony had 
granted them the land embrac.?d in "Newtown " (now Cam-
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bridge); here their agents had erected as early as 168! a little 
church, which later was furnished with a bell. Rev. Thomas 
Hooker, their future minister, in boarding the ship " Griffen " 
at Downs, was in disguise amongst his own people, about one 
hundred in number of both sexes. This band of emigrants 
were all from the thrifty middle classes of English society, 
above any of the previous colonists who had settled, in educa
tion and wealth and general acquirements.· 

Hooker brought with him his college friend " William Stone." 
They were both installed, the first as pastor and the second as 
teacher in the Newtown church, on October 11th, 168S, and here 
in Newtown {Cambridge) the! Colony cleared their lands, 
erected fortifications and stockades, built houses, established 
schools and carried forward the incipient steps of an organized 
town, by appointing constables, magistrates, fence ~ewers, 
and tax gatherers, and established pounds, organized militia, 
drilled and disciplined the or~ military companies, estab
lished sentinels and mounted goa.rds to defend the coloni:,-ts. 

Thomas Hooka- a.t once became a commanding personality 
in the New England plantations and divided honors with Rev. 
John Cotton of the Bay Colony and Rev. Roger Williams of 
the Salem Colony, all star men of equal magnitude in the con
stellation of the great men in New England. 

The Massachusetts Bay Colony under the paternal govern
ment of W"mthrop and Dudley was bearing legitimate fruits; 
the whole colony was in a state bordering on anarchy; rank busi
ness and religious dissenters had gone from bad to worse and 
every man's hand had been moved by hatred to clutch the throat 
of his neighbor if he differed in opinion with him: these dis
sensions were rife when Hooker's "Braintree" Company arrived 
in Boston, and these evils rapidly grew worse till the spring 
of 1686. Rev. Roger Williams, a logically conservative man, 
who advocated the doctrine that no man should be obliged to 
pay taxes to support a ministry; held that magistrates had 
no right to punish Sabbath breaking or blasphemy, and that a 
man is responsible for his opinions only to God and his own 
conscience. He contended that the King could not grant them 
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lands, because they were not his to grant; revolutionary heresies 
like these were not to be tolerated by Wmthrop. 

Williams was banished in mid-winter from the Colony and 
Ia.ter founded the State of Rhode Isla.nd. Mrs • .Anne Hutch
inson, a. well educated, relined woman, was likewise banished 
from the Bay Colony in mid-winter. Her sins, if sins they were, 
seemed to be in placing too much emphasis on " grace " and 
" good works " and too little on " faith." 

Governor Dudley was in litigation with Governor Wmthrop 
on a breach of an agreement to locate the government of the 
Colony in Newtown, where Dudley with his usual greed had 
bought up a large tract of la.nd in order to get the increased 
value due to the location of the seat of government at New
town. The case was settled by Wmthrop giving Dudley a 
" dressed pig." 

Charles I was moved to revoke the charter of the Bay Colony. 
In the early part of the year 1686 a request was made by 

the N mown settlers of the Hooker Company for permission 
to move to the Connecticut Valley, on the plea that they needed 
more la.nd for their stock; this application was refused by the 
general court. 

The disordered condition of the affairs of the Bay and Salem 
Colonies was such that the Newtown (Baintree) Company 
closed an agreement to sell all of their landed property in New
town to a new Colony which had lately la.nded under the lead
ership of Mr. Shepherd, who became shortly one of the founders 
of Harvard College. 

The Hooker party thus relieved by the sale of their lands, 
which included most, if not all, of the la.nd in Newtown, were, 
as they thought, free to take up their journey into the Valley 
of the Connecticut beyond the territory embraced in the Royal 
grant to the Bay Company. 

This move had been secretly anticipated for some time prior 
to its occurrence. 

The trusted agents of the church and company, William 
Stone and William Goodwin, had prenously negotiated and 
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taken title to a strip of land from the Indians in the Valley of 
the Connecticut, which extended from W"mdsor to Wethers
field on both sides of the Great River, about eleven miles east 
and west in the valley. No efforts had been made to occupy 
any part of this land by the Hooker company prior to June, 
1686. 

This point of land at the junction of the Little with the 
Great River, where this band of settlers lighted their camp 
fires, was then in possession of "Dutch " traders from New 
Amsterdam (New York). This band of traders had erected a 
small fort and had a couple of small ca:anon and were on 
friendly terms with the minor tribes of Algonquin Indians of 
the Mohegan family then living in great numbers near the 
Dutch trading fort. 

A fort had beai erected at the mouth of the Connecticut 
River by the Massachusetts Bay Colony which cut the Dutch 
traders off from intercourse wi~ New .Amsterdam, and shortly 
after the settlement of the English in the Connecticut Val• 
li!y, the Dutch traders disappeared. 

The weary campers on " Sentmel Bill" in the early days 
of June, 1686, were impelled to take this heroic step for two 
mam reasons: first, to escape the anarchy existing in the Bay 
Colony, in which they never participated, and second, to locate 
their homes outside of the jurisdiction of the Bay Colony's 
Royal Grant. 

The sound mind of Rev. Thomas Hooker under thi! guiding 
spirit of Divine Providence led this band of heroes into a 
better land than they knew. No body of emigrants to any 
country were ever blessed with an. abler or wiser leader than 
Hooker, a scholar, preacher, orator and statesman who has 
failed to receive the full share of credit with those pablic ben~ 
factors who conceived and put in practical form our democratic 
institutions. 

The final analysis of Angl~Sa:xon history will. we are sure 
accord to Thomas Hooker and Oliver Cromwell the first places 
in our history as the two men who in the arduous field of things 
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accomplished, gave a new impetus to bl>erty and did most to 
enlarge the b"berties of the English speaking race. Their lives 
and labors mark a new and distinct epoch in history. 

In this epoch is to be found the germ of danocratic insti
tutions, when government was first wrested from the hands of 
the " classes " and, forever, we hope, placed in the keeping of 
the "masses." Here the subject grows, the fight is still on. 
Let no one rest with the idea that we are safe; " Eternal Vigil
ance is the price of Lil>erty " and wiil be ever to the end of 
time. The band of sturdy warriors must ~er be recruited 
from the .worthy men and women who a.re prepared for the 
confilct. 

We have said this much in order that you might form a just 
conception of the inestimable value of the life and character 
of the men and women composing the Colony that lighted their 
campfires in the early days of Jone, 1656, on " Sentinel Hill" 
in Hartford, and who there formed the sturdy Commonwealth 
of Connecticut, and who gave not only to America, but to the 
world the first written form of federated constitutional govern
ment in history, and secured to their posterity the inestimable 
blessings of bl>erty under written laws, made by the people 
and for the people. 

lllCKAlU> lllSLEY 

Richard Risley was with this Hooker Company. We, his 
descendants, gather in this church to-day to do honor to.bis 
name and memory, and to inspire in the hearts of thousands of 
his descendants a jnst pride, and to kindle in their hearts a 
more just and lasting appreciation of the wealth of our in
heritance. We are thrice fortunate that through bis efforts 
and self-denial we can justly claim to have our inheritance with 
those that created th.? germ of constitutional government, 
gnided and controlled by laws made by the people and for the 
people, by which alone bl>erty can be secured and perpetuated 
to those who may come after. 

To Thomas Hooker without doubt belongs the credit of 
framing the first confederated constitutional form of govern-
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ment known to history, and to this band of emigrants the first 
to adopt and practice its precepts. 

Richard Risley, of Hartford, the founder of the name in 
America, was a lineal descendant from a long line of distin
guished men and women in England, most of whose descendants 
have continued to live in our beautiful home country, England. 
The early history of our English .Ancestry is shrouded in more 
or less obscurity. Their early home, without doubt, was in 
Norway. They emigrated into Normandy, France, thence with 
"William the Conquerer" or at later time found their way 
with this warrior, statesman and prince, into England, where 
the Crown was wrested from " Harold," last of the Dauish 
Monarchs, and placed on the head of this renowned prince, who 
became King of England. 

To those deeply interested in genealogical research, no field 
of investigation is more mticing or yields so much pleasure as 
that of looking up our family his~ory in the Mother Country. 

The Risleys in England are numerous. The first record of 
the Risley name is in the eleventh century. At least one estate 
is now intact and in the possession of a Risley. 

The place and time wh,?re Richard was born is not known, 
nor has his connection· with the English family been distinctly 
traced, but there is no doubt that he was a descendant of some 
one of several English famili,'!S whose name he bore. The evi
dence seems to point to his connection with the Oxford or Lan
castershire families. It may be assumed, I think, that Richard 
had come under the infiuence of.the preaching of Rev. Thomas 
Hooker in "Braintree " and formed a component part of the 
"Hooker Company" that sailed in the ship Griffin from Downs 
July, 1638. 

The coat of arms printed at the head of the invitations to 
this gathering belongs to the Oxford and Lancaster Risleys. 
That the different branches of the family in England all spring 
from one source, cannot, I think, be doubted. 

The name "Risley" has not ~ found in the Newtown 
records or in any Massachusetts early history. The first ap
pearance of the name in New .England is found in the Hartford 
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town records on page twelve, unde: da.te of " September, 1689,» 
wher"" it is recorded " of ye owld townesmans years Restly be
hind for ! rates 00 05 9." 

This entry shows that " Restly " had failed to pay his taxes 
to the town for the years 1687-1688. 

The second appearance of the me in the early Hartford 
rt?Cords will be found on page 57 of the division of land amongst 
the early settlers composing the Hooker . Company, entered 
under da.te of January 14, 1689, where the record enters th.? 
name" Ricbard Wrisley." On Porter's map of the allotment of 
lands in Hartford (city in 1640) "Richard Risley" was allot
ted about two acres, about the sam.? quantity allotted to the 
other settlers, and is lot No. 181, on the road leading from 
"S!eele's Mill" to the" Great Swamp." 

The land division · between tho? settlers, the record- of which 
appears in 1640, was located in the central portion of what is 
now the center of the City of Hartford. 

Richard was probably not married until about 1689-40 and 
the name of his wife is unknown. 

The colony after its settlement in Hartford erected a 
small church on Main Street in the · vicinity of the present 
" First Church " of Hartford. Richard's home lot was located 
south of Little River, on the road from "Steele's Mill " to the 
" Great Swamp" wh8e the highway makes an obtuse angle. 

The entire colony during the first few years was daily and 
nightly in deadly peril; within a radius of a score of miles of 
their camp were several thousand Indians of the Algonquin 
nation who w.?re then friendly to the settlers, because they 
were in fear of the fierce Iroquois to whom they were under 
tn"bute, which remained unpaid for some time; the white m<!D. 
in their location ~ere a bnft'er . between these warring Indian 
nations and by being fri<!ndly with the whites they would se
cure their protection and aid. The friendly Algonquins were 
possessed of great curiosity·and a malicious spirit, that under 
small provocation might lead them to go on the war path at any 
moment. The sdtlers had to guard their homes night and da.y 
and tether their herds at night. They carried their guns with 
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them everywhere, to church as well as into the fields and forests. 
They treated these Indian neighbors with scrupulous honor in 
every way, to avoid their aunity. The settlers reached the 
valley too late in the season to clear the forest land and 11lant 
and harvest a crop that season. They subsisted mainly on 
provisions brought with them ~r secured from the Indians in 
barter _and by hunting and fishing. Their first eft"ort was to 
erect log houses and prepare for the coming winter. 

PEQUOT WAJt 

The spring of 1687 ushered in the horrors of an Indian war. 
Tlie Pequots killed -a number of white ·settlers in W ethersfied, 
camed two young women into captivity, lolled tl1e settlers' 
cattle and burned their log houses, inaugurating a reign of ter
ror in the colonies. · Historians fail to account for this burst 
of -savage rage, but the real ca.use of . the outbreak was dae 
to the disordered condition of public afFairs in the Massachu
setts Bay Colony. The Valley colonies were not lat free to 
settle these grievances, but were forced to take up arms against 
the P.?qUots. · The Hartford Colony furnished forty-two sol
diers; W-mdsor thirty-six, Wethersfield eighteen; this body of 
soldiers was joined by twenty more from the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony under command of Captain Underhill. The whole 
body of troops was placed under command of Major John 
Mason, a thorough soldier, who had fought in the English army 
in. the lowlands of Holland under Lord Thomas Fairfax. The 
troops were accompanied"by ·a few cowardly Indians who ren
dered no assistance in the engagements which followed. The 
troops proceeded to the. Pequot camp on the right bank of the 
Connecticut· near its mouth, where they were entrenched by 
stockades. A fierce battle ensued which resulted in killing six 
hundred nren, women and children. Only :five or six of the 
Pequot warriors escapec1 and these were followed into the 
Hudson River Valley wher~ they were captaroo and kiiled. 
The colonial soldiers returned to their. homes rejoicing that 
the war was over. This war prevaited the planting and raising 
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of crops in the summer of 1657 to meet the needs of the coming 
winter. 

During the winter of 1657-88 starvation was in every 
household in the colony, the death rate was more than forty 
per cent. of the popnlation; hunger and disorder, then as now, 
went hand in hand; the strong took from the? weak and the 
whole colony was brought to the verge of rum and were only 
relieved by the friendly aid rendered by neighboring Indians 
·and a shipment of com from the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

This deplorable condition of a.fFairs made the colonists realize 
the necessity for some form of government. It was at this time 
Rev. Thomas Hooker preached the sermon from Deuteronomy 
1st chapter, 18th verse, which contained a trne prophecy for 
the future and inspired the fu,st; written constitution known to 
history. 

This " fundamental order" was adopud by popnlar vote 
in Hooker's church January 14th, 1688 (0. s;). Our ancestor, 
Richard Risley, was of the voting age then and was a partici
pant in the adoption of this constitution. 

At some time prior to 1648, Richard established his home 
within the present bounds of East Hartford, east of the -Great 
River. The exact location is unknown, but it was probably 
adjacent to the river below the ford across Hockanum river 
near the point where it enters the Connecticut. 

In October, 1648, Richard died in Hockanum, without a will, 
survived by a wife and three childr.?D. An inventory of his 
estate will be found in the Colonial Probate Records, where 
under date December 7th, 1648, his inventory was filed under 
the name "Richard Risley." According to this his estate 
amounted to £185 5s. 16d. 

In the decree settling his estate the following is recorded: 
" There are three children, viz. One daughter by name Sarah 
Risley betwe.?D 7 and 8 years, one sonne by name Samuel Risley 
about ! years old, and one sonne by name Richard Risley about 
three months old." 

The Decree of Distnoution of his estate entered in. the Pro
bate records on December 7th, 1648, is as follows: " To the 
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children £16 apiece to be paid to th<! daughter at the age of 
18 years, and to the sonnes at the age of 21 years, Will Hill 
bringing them up to write and read and giving security to the 
Court for the payment of the s.?Veral childrens portions." 
• If the record stopped here, it would indicate that Richard's 
wife died prior to his decease, but there is a record of a con
veyance of lands made in Farmington by William Hill (Hills) 
by virtue of his marital rela.tion with the " relict" of " Richard 
Risley." 

The fact stated in the decree of distnoution that Will Hill 
gave bonds to bring up the children to "write and read" and 
gs.ve security for the performance of these conditions would 
indicate that he marrfod or expected to marry the widow very 
near the time this decree was entered. It is fair to assume that 
the three children were brought up in the family of Will Hill 
and that the " relict" of Ri~ Risley became Hill's second 
wife. 

William Hill, sr. (second husband of Mrs. Risley), died July, 
1688, leaving an estate £274 60s. 2d. At the time of his death 
or at least at the time of the execution of the will, Feb. U, 
1680-1, he descnoes himself as William Hills of Hockanum 
within the township of Hartford. By his will he makes Jona
than, his eldest son, his executor and imposed obligations upon 
his wife " Mary Hills " which indicates that Mary (Risley) 
Hills was living at the date of his death. The children. men
tioned 'in his will are Jonathan, Mary, Hannah Hills Kilbourn, 
Benjamin, Joseph, William, jr., John, Sarah Hills Ward. 

William Hills, jr., died in Hockanum prior to the 8th of De
cember, 1698; his will was witnessed by Siborn Nickols, James 
Steele, sen., Tho. Dickerson. His children were Ebenezer, age 
17, John U, Joseph 10, Mary 26, Files 24 (Phillis), Hannah 
21, Esther 12. The will of William Hl1Is, jr., was established 
by the evidence of Thomas Kilbourn and " Richard Risley, jr., 
age 45 years." Administration was granted to the "widow." 
Richard Risley and Sergt. Kilbourn to be overseers. 

Richard Risley, jr., son of Richard, sr., lived to be very 
old. He was alive in 1782. He was bom and lived in East 
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Hartford and bad & numerous family. He left no will nor are 
there any proceedings in the Probate Records showing the dis
position of his property. 

I think it is safe to s&y from an evidence at hand that the 
children of Richard Risley, jr., were: John, Samuel, Thomas, 
Nathaniel, Jonathan, Rich&rd, jr., Jeremiah, Mary and Him.
nab (.Ann& or .Anner.) The baptismal records of the First 
Church of Hartford show -.that .Mary• was .baptised April 28, 
1698, &nd H&nnah April 12, 1695. 

THE THIRD GENEJI.ATION 

The third generation of Risleys in Hartford became quite 
numerous; John W&S made a freeman and b.?came & fence viewa
in Hockanmn in 1698, he was ra.te collector for the Yll'St Church 
of East Hartford for several yea.rs and operated a ferry, which 
took members of the church living east of the Hockanum River 
to the house of worship, for which the church at different in
tervals paid him smns of money. His will wu.probated 1755; 
the witnesses were Jonathan Hills, Jonathan &nd Richard 
Risley; the children n&med in the will were John, jr., Elizabeth, 
.Ann&, Mabel, Thankful, Marth&, and Timothy, the Ia.tter be
ing n&med executor. The n&me of his wife was Mary -
maiden n&me unknown. 

S&muel married Rebecc& Gaines, August 1st, 1704; he w&S 
made a freeman December !Sd, 1708, w&S also elected a fence 
viewer of Hockanmn December !Sd, 1708; December 16, 1707; 
December 16th, 1712. He died in Gl&Stonbury &nd w&& 
interred in the old cemetery. He left & will_ dated the 
9th of May, 1752. In this will his children are n&med 
as follows: Samuel, jr., Richard, David, Job, Oliver, Thom&S, 
Rebecc& (married Loveland), Ruth (m&rried Hollister), &nd 
Sarah. His son Thomas was named &S e."tecutor. 

Thom&S, sr., son of Rich&rd, after living in E&St Hartford, 
emigrated to Egg Harbor, Glouster Co., New Jersey, with his 
brothers Richard, jr., and Jeremiah, and was in New Jersey 
June, 1726. He left & will dated December 5th, 1740, which was 
admitted to probate and recorded in the St&te Department at 
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Trenton, New Jersey, June 4th, 1746. His property was willed 
to the children of hls brother Richard, jr., (S). Thomas med 
unmarried. 

Nathaniel Ri&ley, M. D., med in November, 1742, and was 
buried in East Hartford. He left a will dated December 8th, 
1741, whlch was probated December 1st, 1742; the witnesses 
were Jonathan Hills, Josiah Bidwell, and his· brotherJonathan 
Risley. The children named in the will were: Elizabeth, Zerviab, 
Deborah, who was born 1742 and med December 28d, 1765, 
aged 28. The maiden n~e of hls wife is unknown. 

Jonathan Risley (son of Richard jr.) med Augast, 1762. He 
was a freeman of Hartford and bad charge of the schools there 
at dift'erent intervals. He left no will. Administration was 
granted upon his estate to hls SODS Moses and Nathaniel. The 
children named in the Probate Proceedings are Moses, Nathan
iel, Richard, Joshua and Rebecca ·(married Caleb Benjamin). 
Jonathan was twice married. 

Richard Risley, jr. (!), son of Richard, jr. (1), married 
a wife whose name was Esther. He emigrated from Hartford 
to Egg Harbor, Glouster Co., New Jersey. He left a will dated 
May 2d, 1786, which was probated June 26th, 1740, and is 
roi!corded in the state department of New Jersey. His children 
were Richard, jr. (8), Peter, Mary, Jemima, Esther, Sarah 
IUld Rebecca. 

Jeremiah Risley, bom Dec. 14th, 1784; hls children are 
stated to have been as follows: Nathaniel, Millicent, Samuel, 
Mary, Edward and Sarah. H thls birth record is correct, it 
is believed that the Jeremiah here mentioned was a son of 
Richard, jr. (S), and not a son of Richard, jr. (!!). This 
record should be taken with some degree of allowance. 

Mary Risley, daughter of Richard, jr., was baptised in the 
E'irst Church August 28d, 1698. She is supposed to.have mar.: 
ned a great grandson of John Haynes, who was a member of 
:be First Church of East Hartford, November 19th, 1702. · 

Hannah (Anna or Anner), daughter of Richard, jr. (!!); 
ll"as baptised in the First Church of Hartford April 12, 1695; 
;he married Sergt. James Brainerd, December 28d, 1717, and 
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died May 7th, 1772, aged 77 yea.rs. Her children were Ben
jamin, Jedediah, Rebecca, James, Hannah, Dudley, Ozias, 
Jonathan and Ozias. 

Charles is supposed to be a son of Richard jr. (2). He. was 
a freeman and collector of the Fll'St Church of· East· Hartford 
in 1710. No :further record of him has been found. 

The Bisleys may fairly lay claim to be among the first resi
dent s.?ttlers of East Hartford. Between the yea.rs 1749 and 
1851 the baptismal records of the first church of East Hartford 
show that there were baptised into this church 185 people 
bearing the name Risley. (See diagram of seats.) There were 
probably an equal number of children baptised whose mothers 
were Risleys. 

There was but .little emigration out of Hartford county 
prior to the revolution; the little that took place was into 
Ulster Co., New York, and Long Island, New Jersey, the east
ern part of Pennsylvania and into Westmoreland Co. 

THE ltEVOLUTION.AltY WAJt 

The military. records of the state of Connecticut show .that 
the following named Risleys served either in the militia or 
troops of the line of the Commonwealth of Connecticut: Elijali, 
Eli, George, Job, Le~ Richard, jr., Stephen, Timothy, Reu
ben and Samuel The following named Risleys served in the 
Naval service during the Revolution: James,~ Richard and 
Richard, jr. 

JI.ISLEY EKIGltATION Otl'T OF CONl,"ECTictrr 

In 1668 there was a William Risley and wife living in Dover, 
N. H. William's wife was ordered to leave the town, her of
fence being unknown.· 

Benjamin Risley, son of Richard', moved early to Han
over, N. H., afterwards to Vermont, from there to. Saratoga 
Springs, where in company with his son-in-law, Gideon Putnam, 
he piped Congress, W asbington and Hamilton Springs in the 
viila.ge of Saratoga, and afterwards erected Congress Hall 
and the Grand Union Hotels. Benjamin moved to Warren, 
Ohio, where he was· buried. He left a number of descendants 
who are scattered through the Middle and Southwest West 
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In 1788, Allen, David and Elijah Risley, sons of Moses, 
emigrated with their families to the territory embraced in the 
town of New Hartford, Oneida Co., N. Y., and settled there. 

James· settled in. Jefferson Co.,. and another of the family 
went to St. Lawrence Co. My . great-grandfather settled in 
Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y., in 1792. 

There are very few States in the Union that have not among 
their citizens the name Risley. From the period of time 
lltlDlediately following the revolution to the present, they have 
been constantly and persistently emigrants crowding on· the 
front verge of civilization. 

lUSLEY CXAJU.CT.E:JUSTICS 

It has oeen. my pleasure daring the investigation of our 
family history, covering a. period of more than thirty years, 
to. have known several bundred Risleys and their direct and 
colateral descendants. ffith a.. very few exceptions they have 
been among the best citizens in whatever community they lived; 
vigorous m their activities, aggressive in disposition, peace 
lovers and peacemakers, t1uifty in their habits of· life, devoted 
to their bomes and families, temperate in habits and bonorable 
in all things. 

My kinsmen of the eig1ith, ninth and tenth generations, you 
are the possessors of a. royal heritage, equalled by few and 
surpassed by none. Your <mcestors assisted·in blazmg the trail 
from Massachusetts Bay to Connecticut; they here assisted in 
establishing . the first permanent form of constitutional gov
ermnent; they assisted in blazing the trails. through the wilder
ness west, north and south, into every State within our great 
Republic; they were constructors of many of the bighways, 
canals, railroads, and assisted in building churches, school 
bouses, eleemosynary institution~ and have been lovers and 
promoters of all that is best in our civilization; they stood with 
the colonies against the savage Indian warfares, fought with 
the colonies against the Crown of England from Bunker Hill 
to Yorktown; they marshalled under the banner of our common 
country at Lundy's.Lane and New Orleans. 
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The ancestors of our honored guest and kinsman, John E. 
Risley, were among the pioneers who blazed the trail across 
the Allegheny into Kentucky and established their homes on 
theWabas~· 

Our kinsmen were on both sides of the great civil struggle 
from Bull's Run to Appomattox; they were in the· conflict at 
_Fredericksburg Heights; they were in. the charge at Devil's 
Den at Gettysburg; they stood with Hancock at the Bloody 
Angle at Spottsylvania; they were humiliated at Cold Har
bor; they assisted in battering down the walls o~ Sumter. 

Numbered among their members are some of the great finan
ciers. and statesmen of the country, for who can say that it 
was not the Risley blood in Russell Sage . that made him a 
potent facto.r • in the active field of finance? They have held 
the scales of justice upon the bench and have advocated the. 
claims of litigants in court; they stand in the front ranks of 
the medical profeso·ion; their voice is potent in the mechanical, 
industrial and educational world. 

There are no longer trails to be blazed through a new con
tinent; the pent-up energy in the race will in the near future 
make its infiuence felt .in the wider and more· difficult fields of 
conquests. 

After two hundred and seventy-one years of residence in 
America, they have contnouted in the many fields of endeavor 
to human progress and welfare. 
· Elijah Risley, jr., was the promoter and active factor in 
the establishment of the great seed indnstry of this continent; 
the promoter in building the New York and Erie Railway 
across two states; and his honored son continued this enter
prise by financing the construction of the Great Lake Shore 
System of railroads which open up the arteries of traffic be
tween the seaboard and the middle West, and their kinsman 
Russell Sage has continued this artery of traffic through to the 
Pacific Slope. 

The first English newspaper in Manila is under the control 
of the great-grandson of Benjamin Risley of Hartford, and 
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the chief of the Revenue Service of Hong Kong is a descend
ant from the same source. 
.·Weare entitled to congratulate ourselves upon the achieve

ments of our ancestors, and we shall be doubly fortunate if we 
bequeath to our- posterity unimpaired the priceless heritage 
which we have received from the past. 

If this gathering is of any service, it must be a service to 
inspire in the hearts and lives of our kinsmen a nobler purpose 
to do in their respective places that which shall be conducive 
to the welfare of the people. We are to love our neighbors 
as ourselves, and in this we fulfill in large measure the office of 
good citizenship. Those who may gather at the old fireside in 
East Hartford in the year 2175 to commemorate the 542d 
anniversary of the landing of Rich4!d Risley in N~own, will 
have reason to remember with pleasure this gathering at the 
old hearthstone and at the grave of the founder of the Risley 
name in America. 

Nam.s of Occupants of Pews in the "Old First••. Church of 
Ban Hartford. Coma.. 1·140. 

1 John Risley. 4 TUDOtby Risley. 8 Elisha Risley. 
g Nathaniel Risley. S George Risley. " John Risley, Jr. 
S Moses Risley. 6 Noah Risley. 10. Joshua Risley • 

., Jehiel Risley. 



ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR ADNA WOOD RISLEY 

Tm: Fmrr WltlT'rBN. CoNSTrr11TJoN. 

PaoJl'EIIOa o:r HuToJLT m CoLGATJ: UN1VD81TY, N. Y. 

Tra.velers neglect their own Niagara. and the Yosemite for 
the Rhine and Alps of distant scene. Just so historians ba.ve 
studied foreign dynasties and customs to the neglect. of local 
institutions and origins. But now there is & revival in history 
purely local and American. There ba.ve been two pioneers· in 
this field, Francis Parkman and John Fiske, as unlike in style 
and treatment as in physical cbara.cteristics, yet alike in the 
prime respect, fidelity to things American. F. J. Turner and 
R. S. Thwaites of the middle west are la.ter apostles of this 
same creed. 
• To·Jobn Fiske is due that no knowledge of local government 

in this country is complete without recognition of the town 
meeting, and to this great pioneer in history may· also be cred
ited the apotheosis of Massachusetts. For the Massachusetts 
town meeting is always used as & model. In his later works be 
gave tardy recognition to the worth of Connecticut as a model, 
and was directing bis clear vision to the importance of the 
early institutions of that state. If we follow in his footsteps 
we cannot roam far afield. (Hi,torical Euay•, II, John Fiske.) 

It is a twice-told tale to relate that the New England colo
nies were settled by church congregations. It follows, there
fore, as day follows the dawn that the colonial minister, as 
director of <the congregation, was not only spiritual adviser 
but the greatest man in the community, both social luminary 
and political genius, in short, adviser in chief to his majesty 
the American citizen in embryo. Hartford, Connecticut, was 
blessed with one of the greatest of these God-given directors. 
For Thomas Hooker, massive, stately, judicious, caot out of 
an English pulpit. by Laud, after various vicissitudes, bad 
assisted in founding Hartford and the self-governing common-



TBZ Bl!ILEY lUWNION 228 

wealth of Connecticut, a community that seemed to the people 
of Boston so close to the western verge of the world that the 
last great conflict with anti-Christ would certainly take place 
there. Thomas Hooker so stamped Hartford and the Com
monwealth of Connecticut with his personality Uiat it is a mat
ter of interest to know more about him. 

How did his contemporaries regard him? Edward Johnson 
knew him, says Moses Coit Tyler (.J.merican Literature, Moses 
Coit Tyler), and while in his history of New England he styled 
John Cotton as " the reverend and much desired " and speaks 
of the "rhetorical Mr. Stone" and also "the holy, heavenly, 
sweet aft'ecting, and. soul nourishing minister Mr. Shepard," 
he reserved for Mr. Hooker his most temperate admiration; 
styling him "the grave, godly and judicious Hooker." In the 
living presence of Hooker there appears to have been some sin
gular personal force, an-air both of saintliness and kingliness, 
that lofty ancl invincible moral genius which the Hebrew proph
ets had, and with ;'!'bich they captivated or amote down human 
resistance. Even duriug his lifetime • and shortly afterward, 
there gathered about him the halo of spiritual mystery, a sort 
of supernatural prestige, anecdotes of weird achievement that 
in a darker age would have blossomed· into frank and vivid 
legends of miraculous power. In his youth there was noticed in 
him " a grandeur of mind" that marked him out for something 
uncommon. .As he came into manhood his person and bearing 
partook of peculiar majesty; the imperial dignity of his office 
made him imperial: " He was a person," they said, "who 
when doing his Master's work would put a king into his 
pocket." People seeing how :fiery was his temper, marvelled at 
his.perfect command of it; he governed as a. man governs a 
mastiH' with a chain; "he could let out his dog," they said, 
" and pull in his dog as he pleased." As he ruled himself, so 
he ruled other men, easily; they felt his right to command 
them. In his school, a word or a look from him was all the 
discipline that was needed. His real throne was the pulpit. . 

There he swayed men with a: power that was more than regal 
His face had authority and utteranc~ in it; his voice was rich, 
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of great compass and flmliility; every motion spoke. The 
impressiveness of his preaching began in his vivacity; he flashed 
life into any S11bject no matter. how dead before. He so grap
pled the minds of his hearers that they could not get away 
from him. While he preached at Chelmsford· an 1mgodly ·per
son once said to his companion, -" Come, let us go hear what 
the bawling Hooker will say to us." The mocker went, but 
he was no longer a mocker; Hooker had that to say to him 
which S11bdued him; he became a penitent and devout man and 
followed his conqueror to America. Once Hooker was to 
preach in the great church ·at Leicester. A leading burgess of 
the town, hating the preacher and thinking to suppress him, 
hired fiddlers to stand near the church door and fiddle while 
Hooker should preach; but somehow Hooker's exhortations 
were mightier and more musical than the fiddlers' fiddling. 
The burgess, astonished at S11ch power, then went nearer to 
the door to hear for himself what sort of . talking that was 
which kept people from noticing his fiddlers; soon even he was 
clutched by the magnetism of the orator, sucked in through 
the door· in spite of himself, smitten down by stroke after stroke 
of eloquent truth, and converted. 

Such was the man who preached to· the Hartford congre
gation. He had a copious and racy vocabulary, an aptitude 
for strong verbal combinations; dramatic spirit; the gift of 
translating arguments into pictures; cumulative energy; ora-:
torical verve. This orator is dead; his words are living. Note 
simply a: sentence from one of his famous sermons. I don't 
know how long this particular discourse was. John Wmthrop 
mentions another sermon preached at Cambridge when Mr. 
Hooker was ill; he at first proceeded for fifteen minutes, then 
stopped and rested half an hour; then resumed and preached 
two hours. Of course, this was not the best he could do, for he 
was ill at the time. This remarkable sermon we want to notice 
was a political tract and contained one sentence that must have 
rung in the ears of his hearers. After he had refuted John 
Cotton's idea that democracy had no Scriptural foundation, and 
that kings·were natural rulers, he thundered out: "The foun-
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dation of authoi:ity is· laid in the consent ~f the people." It· 
was this sermon whose spirit is bree.thed in this sentence tha.t 
stirred his hearers to the formation of that. first written consti
tution to form a real govermnent; the Fundamental Orders of 
Connecticut. "It is on the banks of the Connecticnt under 
the mighty preaching of Thomas Hooxer, and in· the consti
tution to which he gave life, if not fo~ that we draw the 1irst 
breath• of that atmosphere which is now so fa.milia.r to us. · The 
birthplace of American democracy is Hartford." Ambassador 
Bryce, famous for his American C0'111111Um'lJ7u.u.th and his com
prehensive essay on The Holy R0'111,1J/n Empire, sa.ys of the 
Fundamental Orders:- "The first truly political written con
stitution." Certainly there was in this early Connecticut form 
of government no humble mention of King. Moreover, it pro
-vided for a custom whose importance to .American institutions 
developed later~ Article eight of lhese Fundamental Orders 
reads: "It is ordered and decreed that Wmdsor, Hartford and 
W~thersfield, shall have power, each town to send four of their 
freeman as their. deputies to evej:y general Court; that what
soever other towns shall . be hereafter added to this jurisdic
tion shall send a reasonable proportion of .the number of free
man that are in said town.~ Note carefully that provision. 
While . the document provides -in anoth~ place for the election 
of Governor and magistrates by plurality vote of a.Il .inhabi
tants of all the towns, in this eighth article the importance of 
the three towns is completely recognized. by allowing each town 
regarded a.s a community to send four deputies to represent it. 

This is not. the first colonial instance of representation by 
towns. · The . 'W(a.tertown Protest had · secured it a half dozen· 
years before in :Massachusetts; hence Connecticut, a dissenting 
fragment of the Bay State, used a means to which her people 
were fairly well accustomed. The novelty of it Jay in its un
qualified acceptance by ming it a.s a rigid institution in her 
written constitution. 

This event of 1689 is isolated in the world's history of that 
epoch. It stands by itself as a golden achievement of a people 
thrust back by hardship into. the.pioneer conditions of a prime-
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val ancestry; reverting to the ideas of their Teutonic fore
bears, they raised into world prominence that democratic gov
ernment made familiar in German forests when the clang of 
spear and shield rang out the assent of a gathered community. 
Yet the foJ"'lation of this_ 1irst written consitution was not. a 
reversion to a former type. It was another stride in the prog
ress of that democratic spirit, which has always marked the 
Teutonic race, whether in gloomy German grove; in the shire
mote of Alfred, England's "morning star; " in the shout of 
barons at Runnymede when Magna. Charla. was wrested from 
groaning and cursing John Lackla.nd; in England's model par
liament at the end of the thirteenth century; in the uprising 
of Wat Tyler and of Jack Cade; in the hundred years' war 
when the sturdy yeoman with his long bow twanged at Crecy 
and at Poitiers the death knell of the feudal knight; in the 
struggle of the seventeenth century in England. 

But though its roots are grounded deep in the character of 
a people, the triumph of democracy in the Fundamental Orders 
was no less an isolated event. For what does 1659 mean in the 
world's history? Spain had already promenaded her weakness 
in the defeat of her so-called Invinci'ble Armada. Italy was 
both the ambition and the grave of France and Germany. 
France was building that wonderful royal power, a centraliza
tion to concentrate in Louis XIV'e masi:erful " I am the state." 
In France popular will was represented only in the States Gen
eral that met in 1614 and then rested till one hundred and 
seventy-five years had rolled away. While common consent was 
regulating government in Connecticut, France was erecting a 
magnificent royal structure on a volcano of popular disap
proval, that was to burst into destructive flame five generations 
later. Germany was determining to settle its religious question 
which Martin Luther had raised a century before, and not till 
ten years after the Fundamental Orders did the Peace of West
phalia produce a measure of toleration and give Germany a 
breathing space, with time to recuperate from the horrors of a 
Thirty Years' War, a war which had pushed her generations 
behind in achievement. Germany had been a camping ground 
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of nations for more than a score of years. Tha.t soldier of for-
tune, W allenst~ had preyed on her. Four years before our 
ancestors had listened to Thomas Hooker and had voted for 
Connecticut's and the world's first constitutio~ Gustavus Adol
phus had died at Lutzen and verily the " Snow King of the 
North" had melted on his southern joarney. In the mother 
country, England, Charles I, aping his father, the first James, 
"the wisest fool in Christendom," was testing to the uttermost 
the divine right of kings to rule. Ten years after the Fonda
mental Orders, dynasties shuddered as Charles Ps head rolled 
from the block and the experiment began under Cromwell, of 
the divine right of the people to rule. But both ideas were ex
treme. The Stuart Restoration followed in 1660 and the Merry 
Monarch who never said a foolish thing and never did a wise 
one, planged Eng·land into twenty-five years of trouble. Spain, 
France, Germany, England make a sad backgroand, but its 
melancholy brings out into glorious relief this deed of the Hart
ford pioneers. Even though ,,fe· may not be intensely inter
ested in a review of the world's history at or about the time 
when the Fundamental Orders were adopted, yet it is of para
mount interest to us at present to know that when the Rev. 
Thomas Hooker was inspiring his audience with a desire for 
a government lodged in the consent of the people, amid the 
audience that listened breathlessly to his thanderings, sat our 
common ancestor, Richard Risley. No less interesting is it to 
note that in the list of those illustrious names that voted for 
the first constitution to make a government we find written 
".Richard Risle:r-" 

This action of a few Connecticut pioneers has inBuenced our 
national government. There came a time when men were needed 
with just the training that Connecticut institutions gave. A 
Natio~l Convention had been called in order that some kind of 
organic law might be drafted. The pressure of events had 
gradually urged the colonists together until the need of union 
became apparent. This need had been felt before. As early 
as 1648 New England had her plan of confederacy. About a 
rentury later, Franklin proposed wbat was known as the Albany 
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Plan of Union. The French and Indian war disclosed their 
separate weakness, & lesson well learned. Committees of cor
respondence had done their work. P&trick Henry's speech on 
the P&rson's Cause had decla.red ide&s common to many. But 
yet when P&trick Henry said later, " I am not & Virginian, I 
am an American," he W&S putting aside love for his own native 
state, and voicing national sentiment felt by few and absent 
from his own declining years. Even in the Federal Convention 
Gouverneur Morris foond th&t the states had many represent&-_ 
tives on the :floor; few he feared were to be deemed th~ repre
sentatives of America. · In fact the sentiment of particalarism 
was much stronger than th&t of n&tionalism. Even the day 
before the important battle of Trenton & number of Washing
ton's troops marched away because their time of service had 
expired. It was natural enough; th&t long narrow coast line 
hardly two hundred miles wide at its widest point, extending 
northeast and south.west along the Atlantic seaboard, with its 
defective means of communication· and the consequent unfamil
iarity between· sections was not conducive to a sentiment of 
union. In fact the reason for th~ calling of the convention of 
1787 was commercial jealousy between states. Called to rem
edy trouble between states, and composed of men from widely 
di1Ferent sections of the country, it is not strange that this 
convention was marked by discussion and indecision. It seemed 
impOSSiole to come to a conclusion even upon the simplest ques
tion. On Thursday, June 28, 1787, the venerable Dr. Benja
min Franklin rose feebly and said in part: " Mr. President, 
the small progress we h&ve made, after four or five weeks of 
close attendance and continued reasoning with each other, is, 
methinks, a melancholy proof of the imperfection of the human 
understanding. Groping in the dark to find ~litical truth and 
scarce able to distinguish it when presented to us, how bas it 
happened, Sir, that we have not once thought of humbly ap
plying to the Father of Lights to illuminate our understand
ings? I have lived a long time and the longer I live the more 
convincing proofs I see of this truth ' That God Governs in the 
afFairs of Men.'" (Eliot'8 Debates, V. Supplement, Madison 
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Papers, for reference here and later.) Therefore the good old 
diplomat moved that the clergy of the city be invited to open 
deliberations with prayer. Co~ecticut rose to the situation 
and the motion was seconded by Mr. Sherman, who together 
with Dr. Johnson and Oliver Ellsworth formed the Connecticut 
delegation. Was this motion carried unanimously and without 
discussion? Mr. Madison, in his notes on the Federal Conven
tion, gives a totally dift'erent idea, for .Alennder Hamilton and 
several others express their apprehension that such a motion 
might be misunderstood by those outside the convention 1uu1, 
and instead of agreeing to this harmless proposition of Dr. 
Franklin's the convention adjourned for the day-without taking 
action upon it. This is not an example of th~ irreligion of the 
period, nor of the backsliding of these partiCJla.r men of the 
convention. But this little side glimpse does make us wonder 
how any motion could be passed and particularly, how the con
vention could settle that question, to which it ga.ve the great 
part of its consideration, namely, the adjustment of dift'erences 
between the large and small states:· This was the rock on which 
the convention almost split. I£ there ever wa.s any need for 
pra.yer, for calm deliberation, for cool judgment and sa.ne de
cision, it was whenever the thoughts of rivalry between Ia.rge 
and small states filled the minds of the delegates, and this it 
must be said, wa.s during no small part of the meeting. It was 
on the !8th of June that Dr. Franklin's motion failed- of pass
age. Wha.t conferences had the Connecticut delegates held, 
what midnight sessions? From this time on, these three dele
gates worked together for common end--compromise between 
the large and small states. 

It was tacitly agreed that Congress should be composed of 
two houses, but membership in these houses was a problem ap
parently capable of many dift'erent solutions. On Friday, June 
29th, the day following Dr. Franklin's salutary motion, Dr. 
Johnson of Connecticu:i: opened the convention with a statement 
of tbe compromise th:1t covered the situation and ended by say
ing, "" In one branch the people ought to be represented, in the 
other the States." (Euot's Debatea, V, p. 255.) How simple 
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a solution! Anyone could have said tha.t. Why grant special 
praise to Connecticut or her institutions that brought up men 
with such an idea? Then forget that .Alexander cut the Gor
dian Knot; it was so simple that anyone could have done it, a 
mere slash of the sword. Columbus stood the egg upright by 
lightly crushing one end. Solutions are always simple when 
you know how. The hardest thing to do is the simple right 
thing at the right time. And this was what Connecticut did. 
But she could not have suggested an easy road around an ap
parently insuperable obstacle, if she had not had behind her 
the Fundamental Orders and the training ·they gave in the 
compromise form of government. This is the importance of the 
eighth article of the Fundamen~ Orders. A people used to 
the double relation of people as a whole on the one hand, with 
towns as a community on the other, were trained rightly to 
suggest a compromise between the people of the nation on the 
one hand, and the states on the other. Thus the Federal idea, 
which in Connecticut was wisely mixed with the popular idea, 
was retained in the constitution. On this same day, Mr. Ells
worth of Connecticut moved that, " the rule of suffrage in the 
second branch be the same with that established by the articles 
of confederation" (Eliot'$ Debates, V, p. !60), whi~ inter
preted, ·means that there be equal state representation in the 
senate. Was there objection to this plan or did this wonderful 
compromise settle all difliculties? Gunning Bedford, of Dela
ware, a small state then, as always, contended that there was 
no middle way between a perfect consolidation and a mere con
federacy of states. In conclusion he says, "we have been told 
with a dictatorial air that this is the last moment for a fair 
trial in favor of a good government." It will be the last in
deed, if the propositions reported from the committee go forth 
to the people. He was under no apprehension. The large 
!dates dare not dissolve the Confederation. If they do, the 
small ones wm. find some foreign ally, of more honor and good 
faith, who wiil take them by the hand and do them justice." 
But Ellsworth rises and pours oil on the troubled waters. Not 
only hnd divers kinds of plans been proposed for membership 
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and qualifications in the two houses, but finally, when the Con
necticut idea obtained and the compromise bridge was built, 
Mr. Madison summed up the objections against the equality of 
votes in the senate, notwithstanding the proportional repre
sentation in the house of representatives. They are so purely 
theoretical and show so clearly the dangers imagined by these 
most astute men that I quote: 

"L The minority could negative the will of the majority of 
the people. 

" Il. They could extort measures by making them the con
·sideration of their assent to other nee~ measures. 

"m They could obtrude measures on the majority, by vir
tue of the peculiar powers wl_:uch would be vested in the senate. 
· " IV. The evil instead of being cured by time, would increase 

with every new state that should be admitted, as they must all 
be admitted on the principle of equality. 

" V. The perpetuity it would give to the preponderance of 
the northern against the sou~ern scale was a serious considera-
tion." . 

On the 16th of July, the famous compromise, the Connecticut 
Compromise now styled, bom of the Connecticut idea, was 
passed. It has lately become the style to omit the qualification 
" Connecticut" from accounts of this compromise. Mr. Mc
Laughlin, in his Conf eileration and Constitution. does this, but 
includes the name in the inde.""t. I am not ready to abandon it. 
The name not only shows the origin in the early law of eon:. 
necticut, and in the practice of. its later state constitution, but 
it raises a fitting memorial to the labors of Connecticut's trio in 
the :F'--deral Convention. The records of the proceedings of this 
Convention are meagre enough, and we are largely dependent 
for our knowledge on the account of Mr. Madison, an opponent 
to the compromise, but even here the influence of the Connec
ticut delegation is most apparent. 

Their work fairly shouts for recognition. Cleverly, tact
fully, a speech here, a motion there, they opposed the two giants 
of the Convention, Madison and Wilson, against their opposi-. 
tion securing on motion by Mr. Sherman the reference of the 
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whole matter to a grand committee. Neither of the two oppo
nents was on this committee, which reported. the compromise 
that was adopted. No chronicler states in so many words the 
influence of the Connecticut statesmen, but the policy adopted 
was their policy, fought for in the open and gained in clear 
parliamentary battle. The influence of an obscure continental 
geographer is considered to be decisive respecting the name of 
.America, but the progressive weight of a century and a half _of 
state practice and of the state's delegates in the convention is 
almly ignored to-day. The name of Connecticut should still 
be prefixed to the compromise. 

In conclusion, a few facts in later .American development w.ill 
show how strikingly important was the adoption of a state's 
rights compromise, for even, after the adoption of the Consti
tution in 1789, the idea. of particularism, of state against state, 
of s!!dion against section, as opposed to the more lofty idea. of 
nationalism or union, gives proof of its root in -¥1erican soil. 
Nullinca.tion was breathed in both north and south; in 1798 in 
the V:irg:inia and Kentucl..-y resolutions, in 1814- when the Hart
ford convention made itself ridiculous by objections that were, 
fortunately, too late to have any weight. The Webster-Hayne 
debate in 1880, opened on the question of land, but inevitably 
developed into a memorable discussion of states' rights. In 
fact it was a problem of such deadly importance, that no nulli
fication, no debate, no threats of secession could settle it, noth
ing short of the sorrow and reality of civil war. Bat surely the 
compromise was a clea.r--sighted step in the right direction. The 
question is now so far a. dead issue that election of state sena.
tors by the people has been suggested, is accomplished through 
primary laws, and has even been advocated as part of a. politi
cal platform by one of the two great parties of the country. 
Notice that the main objection to such popular election is not 
tha.t the states will lose representation; in fa.ct, when such argu
ment is presented, a. complete historical preface is necessary in 
order that an a.udience may understand the a.rgmnent. 

We have seen the import.ance of the principles of the Fun
damental Orders of Connecticut when applied to the solution of 
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national difficulties. Naturally, one wonders what value there 
is in a constitution drawn up in a period of such stress and 
strain. It is hard for a contemporary to judge the comparative 
value of its own institutions. I shall not attempt to decide what 
the adoption of the constitution means to. us now. That it 
lived during the first ten years is, to my mind, the greatest 
proof of its powerful vitality. That a document drawn up for 
a few people, is 1itted for an immense people, seems strange, but 
it is proving itself yearly, at the same time showing the wisdom 
of those illustrious framers of the constitution. 

The national troubles of to-day, are present, insistent, seri
ous. :But in the solution of all such problems, the element of 
time is all important. The Constitutional Convention of1787; 
with its compromise constitution, placed the United States 
nearly one hundred years of time aliead of other nations. What 
this means to our generation may be adduced from a slight con
sideration of the time element_ in countries other than our own. 
.Among other nations the Spa.in of to-day is hardly a factor; 
her course has been downward from 1588 and before, till the 
decisive defeat of ten years ago. Turkey is still sick; 1856 
and 1878, Crimea and Berlin have not been potent remedies. 
China is a bone of contention. Russia is big and spectacular, 
from the dress reforms of Peter the Great to the chimerical 
dream of universal rule by Christian pretensions. voiced· in the 
Holy Alliance of 1815, a dream that found its awakening in the 
reactionary policy of that evil genius, Metternich; Russia is an 
overgrown boy, huge with . pretensions, delighting in emanci
pation of serf and Red Cross reform, as well as in that other 
later dream of -universal disarmament. But the boy grinds 
down FinLmd, justines himself in it, and has only lately de
stroyed the censor's blue pencil. We .gave up this censorship 
of the press shortly after our alien and sedition laws of 1798. 
Russia's progress is too jerky to arrive in time. Japan, slow 
but adaptive, will bear watching. Italy carries her future in 
her own hands, but it was not till 1870, when the French troops 
abandoned Rome, and the temporal sovereignty of the Pope, 
dating back as far as 754, was given up, that Italy could face 
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the world with a united front. The reckless colll'age of a Gari
baldi and the prudent diplomacy of a Cavour are fair to look 
upon, but 1870 is a far cry from 1789. And 1870 is almost 
tne common continental starting point. Not till then did the 
blood and iron of Bismarck unite Germany under the headship 
of Prussia and give to the two hundred and. more sovereign 
states, ladened with the heavy legacy of the past, the coveted 
opportunity of a united Germany. Austria, thrust out of the 
union by the six weeks' defeat of 1866, has a vast task imposed 
on her by her composite, disjointed population and by the other 
half of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 1870 also witnessed the 
third attempt at a republic in France within a century. Events 
of the last few years show us that her army is a menace to the 
institutions . of France. Only lately is the church question ar
riving at a doubtful settlement. What of England? We have 
always been fighting England's battles. In spite of the Town
shend and the Quebec Act and the Repressive .Acts, the colonies 
stood :6rm1y for representation, and thus fought for what Eng
land's better judgment approved and approves to this day. 
England's political progress during the nineteenth century bas 
been along the line of representation for the masses, and not 
till 1884, after previous partial successes, was the whole desire 
of her people gratified. When we fought the battles of the 
Revolution we were fighting battles of England's better judg
ment against a king and a majority that did not represent 
her. Future years will reveal to us, who see dimly now, the 
paramount advantage of this start of a century in political 
practice. Do these facts become wearisome? Then why re
view them? Because I believe Benjamin Franklin was right 
when be said,." God rules in the aiFairs of men," and, further, 
that God's rule is not capricious. There is a line of progress 
discermole in every nation, and that line is constant. We be
gan early with the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut and are 
still pushing on. 

And just because I believe all this and because I am proud 
that Richard Risley sat in the assembly, which aided so greatly 
in giving us a right start, do I want other Risleys to con-
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tribute to the sanity, and aid in the progress of our great 
Constitutional Government. 

THE NOON RO11:& 

Under the efficient leadership of Charles R. Risley, of Silver 
Lane, and his able committee, at the noon hour a most bounti
ful repast was provided for. the several. hundred guests. The 
spacious dining-room of the church was filled, and a long table 
was spread in the church yard under the shade of the New 
England elms. 



ADDRESS OF HENRY M. LOVE, OF UTICA, N. Y. 

Tm: N:zw ENGLAm> Cmmcir. 

The Church was the original New England commllJlity. ~ 
ligious freedom was the quest on which the. fathers set sail, on 
an untried sea., for a land almost UDknown. Nearly three Jnm
dred years ha.ve passed since- the footstep of civilization was 
set on the New England shore and from the free church there 
established, free government ha.s developed. So frequently is 
the attention called to the men and events of the Revolutionary 
period, tha.t we perhaps overlook the history of times, earlier 
but none the less important because formative of principles 
which survive to this day. 

It is over one hundred a.nd twenty-five years since our fathers 
bore arms for Independence, but it was much longer th:ln that 
before the Revolution, tha.t our father's fathers, persecuted in 
a holier cause, driven from their fatherland, planted the Church 
of God in this wilderness. Let us not forget tha.t religious 
liberty was before civil liberty, and question whether the latter 
would ha.ve been poSSiole, save for the spirit tha.t · descended, 
pure and virile, to the Revolutionary heroes through the gener
ations that had lived, wrought and died since the days of Ply
mouth Rock. 

It is meet tha.t we, heirs of this blood, should, on this spot, 
and after the lapse of years, pay reverent tribute- to them and 
to Him, who, through a quarter of a millenium, ha.th brought 
us hither. 

The causes of the establishment of the New England church 
are historic. Henry VIII, it will be remembered, severed all 
ties with the church of Rome, and made himself the head of the 
Church as well as the State. This was no betterment in the 
minds of the Reformers. Some of these, while willing to acknow
ledge and sustain the church of the King, desired changes in 
ms.tter of creed and practice. There were others whose views 
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could scarce be reconciled with any elements of the old system. 
About 1550, in the short reign of Edward VI conditions were 
bettered, but the improvement was as short lived as the King 
himself, who died before manhood. Then came Mary who mar
ried Philip II of Spain and who re-established Romanism, 
cloaked with many sombre vestments of the Inquisition. Of 
course, persecution was the lot of all who dared to protest, and 
many such hied themselves to foreign lands. 

In 1558 Elizabeth came to the throne. Whatever her way 
was, she was bound to have it. She was the head of the church, 
and there was to be but one church in all her realm. Many 
of her subjects, and whose number was growing, still believed 
that many reforms should be made, at least in the practices of 
the church. These were called Puritans. Again there were 
others who would have nothing of the established church, and 
such were called Separatists. They who were satisfied with the 
existing order of religious affairs were known I\S Conformists, 
and were the chosen of her Majesty Elizabeth. To make all 
men conform was her will and to accomplish this she bent her 
energies. She established a New Court where ofFenders in 
matters of religion were tried by commissioners of her own 
choosing, not by jury. The offences were for breach of re
quirements which are seemingly trivial but the principles were 
important. The wearing of vestments, the use of the ring in 
marriage, and the sign of the cross, for instance, were remnants 
of Popery and obnosious to many. Punishment was given with
out stint to all who refused to observe the prescribed forms, 
and was particularly visited upon the clergy inclusive of many 
of the most intelligent and influential of these. In 1605, James 
became King and he also made both law and gospel to suit 
himself. Meanwhile hundreds and thousands :Bed the country 
to escape persecution. Naturally, such as worshipped together 
went together into exile, the pastor, teacher and congregation 
casting their all into a common lot. One such church people 
removed to Amsterdam, then to Leyden, and from that body, 
a number voyaged to the New World and landed at Plymouth 
Rock in 1620. Charles I came next to the throne bat the same 
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aouses continued, until they eventually cnlmmated in the up
rising of Cromwell's day. 

In 1629 a royal cba.rter was granted to the governor and 
company of Massachusetts Bay in New England which was an 
invitation for all the disa.ffected to seek a. home across the sea. 
In 1638 a company of people from several towns in the county 
of Essex, England, located in America at Newtown or Cam
bridge. They were known as the Braintree Company. They 
had in England become attached to a certa.in. prominent 
preacher and were willing to emigrate to the New World for 
the sake of ha.iring l\Ir. Hooker for their minister. The his
tory of this chlL-cli has been set forth by one of its late Pastors, 
Rev. George L. W a.Iker, and it will of course be understood 
tlmt no results of original research ar~ here recorded. So, too, 
the early history of our country is easily accesS11>1e. The rela
tion of the New England church to the Civil government of 
the time is, however, a subject of such interest that a. few 
words ma.y 1:ie given it. 

The early settlers of New England came to this country with 
their ties and affiliations already established. They were con
gregations of_ worshippers seeking a. home where they could 
worship in freedom. The church organization was the center 
of their ~e and activity. They were not individual adven
turers, seeking such fortunes as they might wrest from a New 
World, • . • they were rather like the children of Israel 
making a. hegira. to serve their God in a. promised land. They 
fled from a place where the church and the state were one. 
Yet the very conditions of their coming seems to have created 
just such a union. The church being their chiefest concern, 
e.'ttended its control to all their affairs. Such a. union was not 
tolerable to a congregation of Puritans whose power was e."t
hausted by a. protest, but no iniquity was seen when \lie church 
included all members of the community and all were under its 
rule. 

The theory that the religious community was paramount 
and the civil subservient, executive only of the will of God as 
given out l>y the church, seems to have been accepted. as un-
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written law. And so it was said that whatever John Cotton 
preached at Boston the General Council enacted into law. On 
the other hand, the churches were, like individuals, under the 
charter government from which sprang all civil rights, and 
the General · Court or Assembly exercised a. supervisory power 
in the temporalities of the church. The relationship is perhaps 
difficult.to state exactly, but it arose because the church peo
ple were able to have their own exclusive way, for which indeed 
they migrated, and it ended only with their power to work 
their will While it survived, the power was as tyrannous as 
any, made no allowance for variations of belief, and bowels of 
compassion it had none. But as the tide of immigration waxed 
great and religious and temporal interests became more diverse, 
the authority of the church fell into its own proper channel. 
! few instances will illustrate the relationship of which we 

have spoken. In 1684 Mr. Hooker, with others, was called on 
to reprove John Eliot for some pulpit utterances relating to 
the peace made with the Pequots. We have seen that Mr. 
Hooker's church applied to the General Court for lea.ve to 
move from Newtown. Again, Mr. Hooker was appointed to 
deal with Roger Williams who, among other offences, ha.d ad
Yised his church to renounce ~mmunion with other churches. 
Arguments were ineffective, however, sa.ve the final one ad
vanced by the Court, ordering him to lea.ve the jurisdiction. 
Mr. Endicott of Salem cut the cross out of the flag seeing it 
as an idolatrous symbol Town Commissioners took up the 
matter and ga.ve him a light sentence, as be did it " out of 
tenderness of conscience." Mr. Hooker was involved in the 
CO!!.h-oversy. Other illustrations will come to mind and some 
be mentioned berea.fter. 

This coincidence between the civil and the religious organi
zations suggests, however, what ma.y have been the preponder
ating reason for the migration to Connecticut. The settlers 
came in communities ea.ch with its liead. The New England 
clergy were- quite generally men of strong character and 
marked ability. Each community was, in a. sense, distinctive, 
with its peculiarities and ideals. It was natural that they 
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should seek a field in which to develop in their own way, un
~eled by close neighborhood to others who might, singly 
or in combinations, exert an undesirable in11.uence.or authority. 
Each church body was sufficient unto itself, for its concerns, 
and for all those of each of its members. And when we con
sider that the men of that day were vigorous in mind and body, 
were not without means, and were pioneers who had set their 
hearts on freedom, we see how natural it was that they should 
not pause in- the shadow of the Boston churches but go fur
ther and in the wilderness seek freedom which was perfect. 

,Thomas Hooker the first pastor was a man· of great en
dowments and much learning. He had the benefit of a uni
versity educad:ion. and of associa.tion with many prominent 
and learned men, by whom he was held in high esteem, both 
for his exalted Christian character and intellectual attain
ments. 

Shortly before his e.-rue from England he was invited to 
give a series of lectures in the church of St. Marys, at Chelms
ford, not far from London. Such lectures afforded an op
portunity for teaching Puritanism, and were attended by 
many of the best people of the time and neighborhood, among 
whom was the Earl of Warwick. 

These labors resulted in great betterment, rousing and con
solidating the interest of the people and. also exciting anew 
the attention of Bishop Laud, who was determined to crush 
Hooker, of whom it was reported to Laud that he "surpasses 
them all for learning, and some other considerable parts, 
and gains more and far greater followers than all before him." 
The result was that Mr. Hooker was driven to· Holland, after.: 
ward barely escaping from England, whither he had come to 
take ship to .America. 

The Rev. Samuel Stone, a man of fine education and many 
graces of mind and heart, was asociated with Mr. Hooker as 
Teacher of the church; ·with these two was associated Mr. 
William Goodwin, the Ruling Elder. The office of ruling 
elder was a nuisance and some of the brethern completely filled 
the office. The title and place soon fell into disuse, this church 
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hs:ving but the one such officer and he removed to Hadley in 
1660 with other aggrieved members. 

On arriving at Connecticut, land was purchased from the 
Indians, and village lots laid out and apportioned. One of 
the holders, as shown on the map of 1640, was Richard Risley, 
the name on the list of original proprietors being spe]led with 
a W. His lot was near the southwesterly bound of the village. 

.e.. meeting house was built on a tract of land including the 
present State House Square. This building was soon replaced 
by one on the Meeting House Yard and near the present 
comer of State . St. A burial ground was -first made in 
Meeting House Square, but was soon disused in favor of that 
adjacent to the church buildings on Main Street. 

Wmle the Connecticut settlement had at first been under 
the rule of Commissioners appointed by the Massachusetts 
Court, in 1688 a General Court was constituted in the Colony. 
About the same time was the Hutchinson controversy, Mrs. 
Anne Hutchinson advancing certain doctrines which were dis
approved by the churches, and the outcome of which affair 
was her excommunication and banishment. This dissention 
particularly affected the cliurches of Boston and vicinity but 
it was treated in a Synod of the Churches in the entire Colony, 
of which Mr. Hooker was one of th~ moderators. That body 
formulated a statement, expressive of doctrines which it deemed 
erroneous. From time to time, by the wisdom of such repre
sentative bodies, questions of doctrine were clarified and the 
conclusions e.""tpressed in definite form. And such was the 
sincere piety, the exhaustive study and intellectual acumen 
with which these matters were addressed, that the fathers may 
well. even to this day, be deemed to have spoken with authority. 

The influence of Thomas Hooker being so great in the church 
and the civil interests being so intimately joined with those 
which pertained to religion, it would be surprising bad he 
not made bis genius felt in-affairs of state. 

Connecticut claims the "first written· constitution," pro
mulgated in Hooker's day. In May, 1688, he preached a 
sermon before the General Court, then recently organized to 
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formula.te & local government, in which he stated: the doc
trines th&t choice ,.f magistrates belongs to the people, 
by God's own allow,u,ce, that the privilege of election must be 
exercised under the will and law of God and th&t they who 
appoint officers must have the power to fix their bounds, all 
because the basis of authority is in the free consent of the 
people, by which they are the more inclined to obedience. 

It seems inconceivable th&t to th&t day, doctrines should 
have been unuttered, which to us seem so elementary and well 
set. 

There were before Hooker's day men of greater statesman
ship and genius. But Constitutions are results, not causes. 
These principles were not hewn freehand out of ·the solid rock 
of human thought, they were the product of experience. 

The church was practicaly the first form of local govern
ment. It was the expression of the will of God, by the com
munity of the members, through a common covenant, inclusive 
of all individuals and working out its own ends. Such was the 
organization with which Mr. Hooker was familiar and which, 
in fact, had the power of civil government until non-church 
members became so numerous as to have common interests and 
power too strong for the church to supervise and control 
Too great a credit cannot be given to Mr. Hooker, but we must 
not overlook the fact that our present theory of government 
was very largely the evolution of the New England churches. 
As it was, years and years passed before the mi.""ted relation
ship of the spiritual and the temporal power was finally solved. 
It is curious to note for instance, that in 1657, the General 
Court ordered that, being sensible of the dangers to the Com
monwealth, from heretics, Quakers, Adamites and the like, no 
town or person should harbor any such, under certain penalties. 
That was a great and present peril, the coming of ,settlers who 
were not in full harmony with the church and its rule, because 
thereby that rule must suffer. To preserve the integrity of 
its sway, the church was obliged to assert and even enforce 
its dominion over all in the community. And it was not until 
later on that it was fully appreciated that Hooker's doctrines 
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were applicable to • civil government entirely dissociated from 
the church· rule, as they had been from the first the only basis 
of such sovereignty. 

July 7, 1647, at the age of 61 and after a pastorate of 
over lS years, Thomas Hooker died and was buried in the 
church yard, a monument being placed in 1818 to mark the 
supposed tomb. Rev. Samuel Stone his former associate suc
ceeded to the charge. He died July 20, 1668, having served lS 
years and 9 months with Hooker, lS years alone and about 
S years with his associate and successor, Rev. John Whiting. 
Mr. Stone's· time was largely spent in a chnrch quarrel. Cotton 
Mather said that the cause of it was as obscure as the source 
of the Connecticut river. Its history is almost as Jong as the 
river and will not be traced. 

During the quarrel a number, including brother Goodwin, 
withdrew and, about 1659 made a settlement at Hadley, with
in the " pious and Godly government " of Massachusetts. 

Rev. John Whiting was associated with Mr. Stone in 1660 
and succeeded hlm in 1668, _continuing till 1670 when he be
came pastor of the Second·'Church of Hartford. 

Shortly after Mr. Stone's death, Rev. Joseph Haynes be
came associated with Mr. Whiting, r~g associate pas
tor till 1670, and the sole pastor till his death, 1679. 

It was to be e.-q,ected that the question as to who were en
titled to the full rights of church membership would soon de
mand attention. Distinct from full communicants were half
way covenanters, as they were termed, who snbscnoed to the 
doctrines of the church and were in form members and, in fact, 
supporters of it, but professed no such Christian experience 
as to entitle them to full Communion. It seems that originally 
only communicants had a voice, for instance, in choosing a 
pastor, though all were obligated to his support. 

It was iike ta."l:ation without representation, to be obliged to 
support a church in which one had no voice. It was both a 
political question and one of church government. 

About 1664, William Pitkin and others of Hartford peti
tioned the General Court, requesting that for the future no law 



244, THE DESCJ!:lqDANTS 01' ll.ICEAm> lllSLZY 

may be" of any force to make us pay or contnoute to the main
tenance of any minister or officer of the church that will ne
glect • • • • to take care of us as of such members of the church 
as are u-..ider his or their charge or care.'' 

A cllirerence of opinion between the two pastors, Mr. Whiting 
and Mr. Ha:,;iies, as to the right to baptism brought the con
troversy of the day into the First Church. The idea of Hooker's 
day was :!:hiu.: {Inly visiole saints were proper to compose the 
visiole church and they only who could respond to certain 
tests of Christian experience were visible saints. Under the 
parish system across the seas, baptism of itself made one a 
member of the church. Mr. Whiting was for the limited mem
bership plan and Mr. Haynes for extending the right to bap
tism. Ymally,.in 16'10, Mr. Whiting and his pll.I'ty, by the 
advice of a church council, and with the consent of the General 
Cotlrt, withdrew and formed the Second Church. 

About this time it became the law that where there should 
be more than one religious body in a town, they should severally 
fix a sum for maintenance of each, to one of which each person 
should contnoute. Such charges were collectiole as were other 
town rates. 

About 1680, Isaac Foster w~ ordained to the pastorate and 
died in 168! at the age of 80. So early summoned to full day 
by the inexorable watch, his remains lie in the same hallowed 
precincts as do Hooker's, suggesting the wide difference in 
the two lives. The absence.of church records forbids.an ac
count of the young pastor's work. He was, however, highly 
esteemed by the prominent men of his time, and was eminent 
for piety. How bright his day might have been, who can tell. 

Next came Timothy Woodbridge who had charge of the 
church for about two years before he was ordained in 1685. 
He continued in the service in all about 49 years, next to the 
longest term of any of the ministers, dying in 178!. 

Throughout these many years he was a foremost figure in 
the Connecticut Colony, and there were several matters of pub
lic conr.ern which invoked his good offices. 

The state of religion had languished for some years before 
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he began his ministry. The half way covenant was largely 
respoDSiole for this. It was one of the untoward. consequences 
of the organization of society, seeming a necessary expedient 
for including in the church those who professed no religious 
experience. It illustrates the vacuity of the idea that the church 
is benefitted by the mere accession of numbers and is not ~ 
pendent solely upon the spiritual strength of its membership. 

This period also witnessed. the re-establishment of the Eng
lish Monarchy and the attempted seizure of the original charter 
which was spirited away in the darkness. 

Yale College was founded about the beginning of the Cen
tury which dawned during tbis ministry, Mr. Woodbridge 
taking a promment part in the work, and being.very strenuous 
and persistent to secure its location at Hartford. 

The East Hartford Church was founded about this time. 
The consent of the Hartford societies was first had, with the 
proviso that all west side land and such on the east side as was 
owned by west-siders should · contribute to the Hartford 
churches, but the court in ·17~ ordered that all pe,:sons on 
the. east side should pay to the society there. • 

Mr. W .,odbridge was followed by Daniel Wadsworth who 
served until his death in 1747. 

It was in his time that a new meeting house was built and 
the preaching of Rev. George Whitfield made him famous 
throughout New England. 

The building project was launched about 1727 and the edi
fice was dedicated December 80, 1789. The intervening time 
was largely spent in disputing· about its location. The k
sembly was petitioned, giving approval to one · and to another 
place, as pleased the majority of the church people, its final 
sanction being given in May, 1787 to a location covering part 
of the burial plot. 

The occupancy of the new church gave occasion for further 
dissatisfaction in the seating of members, which was done by 
committee without regard to the comparative dignity and 
importance of the several families. 

The work of Mr. Whitfield in 1740 had a deep effect. None 
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can question that the personal and close attention that had 
been given to the subject of religion in the few preceeding 
years had produced its na.tura.1 beneficient result. There came 
a season known as the "Great Awakening" dating from about 
1785. 

Wbitfield's success must have been enla.rged by such a. con
dition. But there were some other reasons for the attention he 
received. He was a young and elegant Episcopal clergyman 
of England, who ha.d alrea.dy become famous both a.t home and 
in the colonies. It may be that his :fiery appeals were necessary 
to disturb the quiet of some souls, as it undoubtedly did. But 
his fanciful and extravagant utterances roused the emulation 
of many who were less enlightened and whose zeal carried them 
far beyond the limits of common sense and embroiled the people 
and churches. To quell this the Assembly made an e1Fort, wliich 
was quite an extreme, and brought its attendant train of dis
cord. The Hartford Association, as did others, declined to 
open its pulpits to Mr. Wbitfield on a second visit which was 
projected about 1745. 

Mr. Wadsworth died November 1!, 1747, and was succeeded 
by Edward Dorr early in the following year, and whose pastor
ate extended until his death in 177!. From 1748 until 1795, 
has been called the period of the " Great Decline" in religion. 
Mr. Dorr's ministry was measurably successful, but there were 
many church people who were content to be of the covenant 
but not solicitioas of a. spiritual regeneration. Many infiuences 
conduced to this, as may be seen in the history of that time. 
Among the causes was the spirit of controversy, which still 
survived the Wbitfield days, and also the fact that the French 
and English war demanded so much of time and cost. About 
176! an attempt was made to establish an Episcopal church 
in Hartford and the foundation of a building was laid. 

Episcopacy was the established religion of England and our 
fathers looked with concern upon the attempt to plant it in 
New England. It was feared as an encroachment which would 
in time imperil if not destroy religious and civil freedom in 
the colonies, being as it was the child of a foreign state owning 



TX& ll.JSLEY JUrol,"IO:N 247 

a. monarch as its head. The fear was perhaps exaggerated 
as there were among the 4,881 people of Hartford in 1774, but 
111 Episcopalians • 
. We now come to the pastorate of Nathan Strong from 1774 
to 1816 one of the most important in its imluences for the cause 
of hoerty and the spiritual growth of the church. Mr. Strong 
.was graduated at Yale in the same class .with T'JJDothy Dwight 
and of equal class standing with :him. Of him it was said by 
president Stiles tha.t he was the most universal schola.r that he 
ever knew. 

His varied and ample talents, gracing him as the vestments 
of a. prince, ma.de him a conspicuous figure among the men • of 
his time. He was able, with ease and force, to occupy a. sphere 
which was not limited by the duties of a pa.storate. 

The formative period following the successful issue of the 
Revolution was perhaps as perilous as the war itself. Had the 
Federal Constitution not been adopted as it was, the several 
interests which were then united might have diverged further 
and further, each gaining force until a union ha.d become well
nigh impoSSJole. But at this time he published a series of 
articles which, coming from a man of such imluence, must 
have exerted a tremendous power for the adoption of the Con
stitution, which occurred in his church in 1788. 

He also published sermons and articles and with others 
prepared the Hartford Selection of Hymns, which ha.d a. wide 
circulation and extensive use. In 1797 he was active in form• 
ing a Missionary Society, which was merged in the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, and in connection with which he estab
lished a magazine which wa.s published for several years. 

He was for a time engaged in the distilling business with a 
man named Smith. In this he was unsuccessful and by the 
offices of the shemf was relieved from further care in that di
rection. The work of the church most deeply concerns us now, 
and in that there was a great vintage. .At Dr. Strong's ac
cession there were but 15 male communicants. In the early 
years of his ministry there was no great growth, but later on, 
under his kindly, earnest and judicious devotion, there were 
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repeated awakenings and many were added to the church. A 
new edifice was erected in. 1807 followed by an additional so
ciety building in 1814. 

This interesting and successful ministry ended with the death 
of Dr. Strong on Christmas day, 1816. 

He was followed by Joel Howes who was active pastor from 
1818 to 1864 and pastor emeritus until his death in 1867, con
cluding thus a .term of over 49 years, the longest of any of the 
ministers of that church. His pastora.te wa.s not an incident 
of his career but his life itself: As his service stands out thus 
unique, so does the man. He is not to be likened to his pred
ecessors who were bom and reared under auspicious influences. 
His life and work illustrates the pos&1oilities of good timber 
and the figure is not inappropriate, for his early years, devoid 
of religious training and surroundings, were much spent in the 
pastimes of the forest and unconventional life. Quite sud
denly he came to his religious and intellectual awakening. His 
success proves that he had a. mind and character of great 
native worth. He might well be taken as a type of rugged 
American manhood, the product of the Revolutionary days. 
He was a man of one purpose. Apparently void of the dis
coursive talents of his predecessor, all his e1Forts were given 
directly to the work of his pastorate. Yet his influence was not 
less than earlier pastors, but was deep, strong and lasting. 
Under his care the records of the church were more correctly 
kept and pains were taken in the matter of gospel discipline. 

Among the :first efForts was the organization of Sunday 
School work and in 1819 came an important revival which was 
followed by many others throughout his life. He had a special 
interest in young men and delivered a series of lectures ad
dressed to them. These were published in successive editions. He 
published other writings each of which had the same definite 
purpose. The great upbuilding of the church under his min
istry enabled it to survive successive migrations at the found
ing of new churches. 

In 18!4, about 100 left to organize the North Church; in 
188! others went to form the Free or Fourth Church; October, 
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185!, a party went to establish the Pearl Street Church and 
in 1865, some took part in starting the Asylum Hill Church. 

Rev. Wolcott Calkins was associated with Dr. Howes for 
about two years, until 1864. He was succeeded by Rev. George 
H. Gould, who continued after the death of Dr. Howes until 
1870. 

Rev. Elias H. Richardson was next, serving from 187! until 
1879. After him came Rev. George Leon Walker whose work 
has included an extended history of the chnrch, to which credit 
is due for the particulars here given. The details of recent 
years we leave to the chronicler of the future. Here ends our 
story of a venerable institution, the type of many another 
tabernacle set up by our fathers in the New England wilder
ness. They were men of faith, were our fathers. Their religion 
was a hardy growth touching every concern of life. It had 
peculiarities of color and form, natural and perhaps necessary 
in their day, and possibly unnecessary in our present mode. 
But all harshness is redeemed by their sincere piety. They 
were possessed of reverence for God, believed His word and 
acknowledged His rightful dominio;:. In their lives was a deep 
and vi"brant. undertone of spiritual vigor. They built a theo
logy deep and strong. Religion can not survive creeds, and 
well would it be for us to lay hold of the doctrines which made 
our fathers' lives what they were. By these the church survived 
its days of travail, even those of the half-way covenant. Reli
gion pure and undefiled, the men of the world respect. and to 
such will they cleave, if to any. 

By such alone can the church do its work, nor ,rill the tinJc.;. 
ling of cymbals, the herding of the curious, nor imitation 
fleshpots, nor costly · attire avail it aught. 



ADDRESS OF LESLIE L. BREWER 

TltE LoCA.TIO:N" 01!' TKE EAu,y Rlsu:Ys Dl' HA.lt'l."l!'Ol!.D 

Relati-ca anil Frienill: 
I have been ·requested to say a few words about the location 

of the early Risleys in Hartford; to ten you something about 
the kind and character of the men ,md women through 
whom you :inay trace your origin. I may say without seeming 
to boast that they are such that no one need feel ashamed: in• 
deed! they have cause to feel justly proud. This statement is 
not my ·own personal opinion. .History to-day lies an open 
book so that he who rans may reacl: in it you. will find recorded 
the noble deeds performed by the bravest and most progressive 
men of all ages, and here you will find that the name of Risley 
is not wanting. 

Abra.ham Lincoln in his Gettysburg address said: "Four 
score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon this 
continent a new natio~ conceived in h1,erty and dedicated to 
the principle that all men are created equal" · 

About three centuries ago our common ancestor,. Richard 
Risley and less t1ian one hundred other brave souls under the 
leadership of Rev. Thomas Hooker emigrated from the Mas
sachusetts Bay Colony because of oppression: jotJn1eyed 
through the wilderness, enduring the greatest hardships: and 
finally settled in the Connecticut Valley at Hartford, forming 
the first permanent white settlement within the limits of the 
Commonwealth of Connecticut. Most of us to-day, in reading 
history and tracing the begi..nning and growth of our country, 
fall short of giving to the sturdy pioneer who settled this 
wilderness his just measure of credit. To us the early struggles, 
.hardships and growth from settlements to colonies . and thence 
to states, furnish interesting reading: to them the danger and 
privations were all too real. Starting in oppression they were 
obliged to encounter every species of danger, even to famine. 
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.All for what?-Freedom to worship God and live their life 
according to their own ideals. Their eyes were fixed upon the 
blue·vault of Heaven; their trnst in God. Side by side among 
the wanderers traveled the little prattling child and the more 
hardy adventure:-. The chubby face and the haggard, angalar 
visage were both turned toward the cloudless :Heavens in heart
felt entreaty to the One Supreme Being for gaidance and com
fort. Far away to the southward, there lay a fertile valley, 
trodden only by the wild beasts of the forests, inhabitated only 
by the Indians. Such was the scene that met the eyes of the 
weary wanderers. 

Richard Risley, the founder of the name in America, was 
in lineage a Norman, in religion a Puritan. . He was born prob
ably in Lancastersmre or Oxfordshire, England, prior to 1615. 
At an early age he emigrated to the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
in the good ship Griffen, sailing July 15th, 1688, in company 
with Rev. Thomas Hooker and his little band of followers. 

The Griffen brought from :England nearly the whole mem
bership of Hooker's church in Braintree numbering less than one 
hundred persons. They landed in Boston harbor in September 
of the same year and settled at Cambridge, where Rev. Thomas 
Hooker was made pastor of the new church in October. There 
e."tist:ed at this· time in the Massachusetts Bay and Salem Col
onies a struggle· for power between the Church and Civil Magi
strates, in which Hooker's company did not participate; and 
accordingly they secured permission of the General Court to 
remove to the Connecticut Valley, where Deacon Wm. Good
win and Rev. Wm. Stone, as trustees, had secured from the 
Indians a tract of land l!Illbracing the present city of Hart
ford with the adjoining towns of East Hartford, Manchester 
and West Hartford and Farmington. In the month of May 
1686 the entire Hooker Company set out for this destination, 
through the tractless wilderness, driving their cattle before 
them. A division of land was made in what is now the center 
of Hartford. Each male. member of the Company was given 
two and one-half acres and was required to build a house on 
his land within one year or forfeit his portic,n to the Colony. 



25~ TKE • DESCDo"D.U."TS OJ.I' ll:ICHAXD lUSLl!:Y 

The land allotted to Richard Risley, on which he built & 

house was loe&ted on that part of Lafayette Street, running 
south of the Connecticut Capitol, the house being sitna.ted at 
the first angle in this street. This street was then known as 
Cooper Lane and the land mentioned must ha.ve been on wha.t 
is now Ward ~treet. The present W a.rd and Webster Streets 
are a continuation of Cooper Lane.. In the following yea.r the 
Connecticut settlers were forced to unite for their defense 
aga.inst the Pequot Indians against whom Richard probably 
served. 

In 1688 Richard participated in the a.doption of a document 
called the "Fundamental Order," the first written constitu
tion known to history. In or prior to 1640 Richard was ma.r
ried, the maiden name of his wife is unknown. They were 
blessed with three childFen, Sarah, Samuel and Richard, jr. 
These children were all baptized in the Fll'St Church of Hart
ford. Richard and his wife lived, prior to the birth of Richa.rd, 
jr., at Hockanum on the east side of the great river, on the 
land now occupied by the Oasis Club-house. He was also owner 
of considerable land in Hartford· and East Hartford as shown 
by the land records and various deeds. In October, 1648, 
Richard died at Hockanum. There wa.s filed in Court that 
year the inventory of his estate, amounting in all to about 
sev~ hundred dollars. The various pieces of land_ deeded 
by Richard, jr. (2), to his children were located at Hockanum 
east of that river between Hockanum River and Pewter Pot 
brook, the division line between East Hartford and Glaston
bury. 

As I glance over this assemblage and my mind reverts to the 
first sturdy pioneer Richa.rd, who was as it were the trunk and 
you the branches of the tree; the question naturally comes to 
us all, what spirit prompted our early ancestors to forego all 
the comforts of an a.dvanced civilization? I will attempt to 
answer " It was the spirit of liberty that gave to America its 
Puritan Pilgrims who were willing to do, dare and suffer, in 
order that they might form the little republic of the Lords 
Free People, and who by their righteous and sturdy independ-
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ence laid the fo'IIlldation for that system which ripened into 
"the government of the people, by the people and for the 
people." 

Dr. Samuel Risley of Philadelphia was, at the last minute, 
imable to come to this meeting. 

Miss Olive Risley Seward, on acco'IIllt of illness was obliged 
to telegraph her regrets. 



.ADDRESS OF l\IRS. ZADA RISLEY SMITH, OF 
HAMILTON, N. Y. 

In March 1788. one David Risley Srd, son of Moses Risley 
of East Hartford, Connecticut, after a months travel m a 
westward direction, joined Hugh Wbite the first settler m 
Oneida Co., New York; a friend from the home state. That 
spring, by the aid of bis ox team, a clearing was made, crops 
were planted and a log cabin erected on a piece of land, south 
of the present vi1lage of N.ew Hartford, N. Y. Here he died 
m 1888. His children were Electa Randall of New Hartford, 
Cynthia Clark, who lived m New Jersey, Lucy Foster of New 
Hartford, D.avid Hamilton, who died m bis country's service 
at sea, and George W. who emigrated to Vu-ginia and from 
there to Illinois. The military records of New York State 
show that David Risley was an ensign m 1795, and later ad
jutant and captain. 

Encouraged by bis brother's report of the boundless pos
Sioilities of the new country, Elijah who was David's senior by 
ten years, followed him hither, sometime before 1790, but does 
not appear to have taken up lands withm the present bound
aries of New Hartford, but located subsequently withm the 
vicinity of Cazenovia, Madison County, N. Y., where he re
sided till 1806 when he again emigrated with his family this 
time to Fredonia, then Canadaway, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., 
where his descendants now live. Miss Olive Risley Seward who 
is expected to k present with us ~y being bis great grand-
child. . 

It was Elijah Risley m company with Jedediah Sanger and 
Samuel Wells who, July 11th, 1798, began the publication of 
the first newspaper w~ of the Hudson Valley "The Wbites
town Gazette." At this time the nearest paper mill was at 
Albany the paper from which, with the type, was brought 
from that city, a three weeks' journey. 
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This journalistic enterprise judged by the standard of a 
modern metropolitan publication seems diminutive, but when 
viewed in the light of the then existing conditions, it was an 
eifort wortay of all credit. The present Utica Herald Dis
patch is the fruit of the seed then planted. 

The paper was short lived, two copies are now in existence 
in Utica, N. Y. It was a two-page sheet, below the title of 
which it is stated that the printing was done opposite " to the 
meeting .house" meaning the Presbyterian church in New Hart
ford, which was organized by a society meeting called accord
ing to law, held at a barn of Jedediah Sanger of Whitestown 
on the 6th of July, 1791, by the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, jr. 

There was DO telegraphic or editorial news beyond expressing 
the importance of a public newspaper in a growing community. 
One Mr. Merrill advertises that unless certain debtors pay, they 
will be prosecated.. 

Allen Risley, the 2nd brother of David and 8th child of Moses 
of East Hartford, Connecticut, died in· 1886 on the premises 
which he .had cleared of the virgin forest and where he .had built 
a. log house in 1790. His home was south and east of the 
present village of New Hartford on what is known as the 
Chuclcery Road. On March !5th, 1797, Allen Risley was ap
pointed Lieutenant from Herkimer Co. 

The fourth brother, Moses, a revolutionary soldier settled 
near Oneida Lake, N. Y., at F°JSh Creek between 1790-1800. 
He was original in speech and manner and it was related that 
one day in a spirit of peculiar hilarity he tied a brush-harrow 
to a bull's tail and set the animal. loose in a field of growing 
wheat. His vigorous mirth was a measure of his mind and the 
mischief done a fair exponent of his deed. 

William Risley, who was undoubtedly a descendant of Rich
ard 1st of Hartford, Connecticut, is said to have been born at 
Patchogue, Long Island. He served throughout the entire 
revolution and was honorably discharged after the battle of 
Yorktown. In 1789 he emigrated to Sanquoit and for several 
years was employed as a miller. He moved into Herkimer Co. 
where he erected Risley's Mill, one of several which he after-
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ward acquired and operated. He retained until his death the 
appellation of " Honest Bill," in recognition of the fact that he 
took honest toll from the grist brought to him to be ground. 
The old hero and soldier died suddenly in Litchfield. N. Y., in 
1854 at the age of 79. His oldest son Eli continued to run the 
mill until his own death, which was caused by a fall from the 
dam he was repairing. 

It it known that Richard Risley of East Hartford, Con
necticut, settled in Paris, Oneida Co., N. Y., about 1800. His 
military career is noteworthy because of his connection as 
sergeant with CoL Jemson's dragoons who had the honor of 
capturing Major Andre and exposing the conduct of Benedict 
Arnold. His oldest son was named Jemson in honor of his 
Colonel. Most of his descendants are in Genesee Co., N. Y. 

Jonathan Risley married Phoebe Deming. My great grand
father was the son of Nathaniel Risley of East Hartford. His 
family record was secured from this Fll'St Church of East Hart
ford. In 1'792 he emigrated with a part of his family to N. Y. 
state and settled in the north west corner of Brookfield. Madi
son Co. It was here in a log house that their youngest child. 
Sylvester, my grandfather, was born, June 12th, 1797, on lot 
lS of the 19th township of the Twenty Towns, so called. The 
Twenty Towns were on the west side of the Unadilla River, 
Township No. 1 being at the junction of the Susquehanna and 
Chenango ; No. 20 in Sangerfield and Bridgewater. · 

This land embraced in the Twenty Towns was ceded to the 
state by the Indians in a treaty negotiated by Governor Clin
ton at Fort Schuyler, now Utica, and opened to settlers in '89 
and '90. The lands embraced in townships 18 and 20 and all 
lands in Brookfield not then occupied were conveyed January 
1st, 1795, to Michael Meyers, Jedediah Sanger and John L 
Morgan. My great grandfather must have acquired his land 
previous to this time. as the books of John Morgan show he 
never had a title to lot 15 in the 19th township. The same year 
that Jonathan settled in Brookfield. his eldest son, Jonathan, 
jr., with his wife, Lucy Benton, settled in the Sanquoit Valley. 
Jonathan was a man of the marked characteristics, which per-
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tained to the early Risley settlers. He possessed a strong and 
vigorous judgment, was quick to resent injustice, abhored op
pression in any form and showed great energy and persever
ance and an indomitable will. It took him five days to take a 
grist of 60 pounds from Madison County to Whitestown to 
be ground, twenty miles on an Indian trail. The nearest black
smith was at Clinton, a five days distance. For years be kept 
a hotel in the frame house, which succeeded the log house as a 
dwelling on lot lS. The frame of this house is now covered 
and used as a barn on the premises, owned many years by my 
grandfather and father and later by his brother until · their 
death. In 1895 it passed out of the family. He died here in 
1815 and is now buried in the old Tarrytown Cemetery near 
Sangerfield, N. Y., which through the efforts of Mr. Edwin 
Risley has recently been put into creditable condition. His 
sons, Eleazer, Elisha, Chauncey, and daaghter, Hannah, who 
married John Chambers, settled near their father in Madison 
Co. and many of their descendants reside in that vicinity to-day. 
Chauncey died at Sackett's Harbor as a soldier of the war of 
1812; he left a daughter, the late Mrs. Walter Todd of Vernon, 
N. Y. Elizur, who died in Madison, was the grandfather of 
Mr. Reuben Risley and great grandfather of Prof. Adna Wood 
Risley. 

The youngest son of Jonathan, my grandfather Sylvester, 
always resided and died on the land of lot 18 of the 19th town
ship. He with his wife, Thankful Brewer, to whom he was mar
ried October 17th, 1817, are buried in Hamilton, N. Y. Their 
children were as follows: Henry, Julius Caesar, Perry Smith, 
Christopher Columbus, Louisa, Gordon Fox, Daniel Brewer, 
Smith, Byron, Marion Francis my father, Mary Ann, and John 
Milton. Only two of these children are now living, D. Brewer 
Risley of Hamilton, N. Y. and J. Milton of Cassville and of 
Sylvester's 100 odd descendants only 18 carry the Risley name. 

Jonathan oldest son, Benjamin, Mr. E. H. Risley's grand
father did not leave his native state,·but his two sons, Elizur and 
Chauncey settled in Madison Co. in the years 1824 and 1884 
respectively. Other Risleys who settled in the central portions 
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early in the 19th century were Stephen who settled at Madison, 
N. Y. Jerry, a brother of my great grandfather, settled in 
Brookfield. Beyond this. fact I know little. There were other 
Risleys in Onondaga, J efFerson and St. Lawrence Counties in 
New York State. 

The characteristics of the early Risley settlers in central 
New York were well defined. They were the worthy descend
ants from a line of honorable ancestors. 

You and I are unable to comprehend the difficulties, which 
naturally surrounded the early pioneer. It is evident that they 
were men of constructive force. There was no lack of energy 
for they were indefatigable_ workers. In their dealings they 
were vigorous, uncoiµpromising and transparent. Because our 
great grandfathers all tilled the soil and it yeilded them un
failing gratifications with most particular results, we their des
cendants, who now reside in town and country from which they 
cut down the first £~rest tree are charmed indefinably by rural 
landscapes. Fondness for country life is ingrained. The 
Risleys at present who are farmers are the best in their line: 
they are men with native sagacity who can appraise men and 
things at true value. As it is true of onr agriculturists, it is 
the same with our financiers, lawyers, physicians, in fact, in 
all the walks of life, in which the Risleys are found, they seem 
clean, fair-minded, generous-hearted men. Our women as of 
old, possess gentleness and patience, are tender and full of effi
ciency. There are proportionately few professional women, 
but they may be considered representative, as Ruskin tells us, 
they have the " power to heal, to redeem, to guide and to 
guard." 

We, the rising generations, understand the good name borne 
by our ancestors, and if it be tarnished now, the blame is with 
us, not them. It is our duty to give heed to these elements, 
which wrought out such results and to see that a high sense of 
equity, justice and honor be thoroughly implanted and pre
served in the minds and hearts of our cln1dren. 

Th~ assembly in conclusion, then sang" My old New England 
Home," led by the orchestra. 
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LETTER FROM THE' HONORABLE HANSON A. 
RISLEY 

CoLOUDO SPBJNGS, Colorado, July ti, 1890. 
RoKAINE R.Isx.zy, EsQ., · 

Corraponilmg Secretary, '5-c., '5-c. 
DEA:& Sm,-1 have TeCeived with pleasure your invitation to 

attend the re-union of the Risley family at Madison Lake on 
the Slst instant. Few things would gratify me more than to .be 
with you on that occasion and see face to face and take by the 
hand so many of my kindred, whom it has not been my privi".'" 
lege to know •. Although strangers and widely separated w~ are 
of the same family stock. .My grandfather, Elijah Risley, re
sided at Glastonbury; Connecticiit, at the period of the war of 
the Revolution, volunteered as ·a private and received a pension 
for his services. I do not know when this was granted to him, 
but I have in my possession a certificate dated September 28, 
1819, signed J. C. Calhoun, Secretaxy of War, stating that 
"hi8 name was inscnoed on the Pension List Boll of the New
York Agency at the rate of eigbt dollars per month, to CGm".'" 

mence the 16th day of May, 1818." After the war he moved 
to East Hartford, where my father, Elijah Risley, Jr., was 
born May 7, 1787. About 1790, he again moved to Whites
town, now New Hartford, N. Y~ where he engaged in business 
enterprises, among others the publication of a newspaper, one 
of the 1irst published in the state west of Johnstown. Three 
brothers, David and .Allen, settled in or near New Hartford, 
and Moses, who settled in Vienna, N. Y., about the same time. 
In my early boyhood my grandfather related to me an amus
ing incident illustrating his persistence of character and the 
difFerence in modes of travel and transportation between that 
and the present period. Goods and persons between Albany 
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and Utica. were then hauled by teams over the highway, ex
cept that in summer the Mohawk river was navigated by boats, 
locks and a canal having been constructed by private. enter
prise around Little Falls, the ruins of which may .still be seen 
in passing by railroad. He was journeying from Albany 
westward over the highway with a sleigh load of merchandise. 
The snow was deep and drifted in. the valleys and there were 
deep cats or passages sometimes many rods in length, where it 
was impossible for teams or sleighs to pass each other. In case 
of meetings of teams in such passages, by some rule of right 
understood by travelers; it was customary for one of the teams 
to back out-a difli'cult thing to do-and to allow the other to 
pass. A meeting occurred one morning between him· and an 
eastern bound traveler in one of these deep cuts. The parties 
difi'ered on the question of priority of right of way and both 
refused to back out. After some debate and warm· words 
grandfather dehoerately unhitched his team, unloosed the 
harness and _fed .the horses, arranged his seat, got out his 
lunch box and proceeded· as if preparing for a long resir-as 
much as to say to his. obstinate neighbor of the road, "I am 
here to stay." Presently he discovered the other party quietly 
fixing himself in his sleigh and rolling himself up in a. robe as 
if to sleep. Two or three .hours passed in unbroken silence. 
Grandfather, somewhat perplexed at the situation, bethought 
him of a large family Bible he had bought in Albany, and 
getting it out and setting himself comfortably, his back 
against the boxes, commenced at the first chapter of Genesis, 
read through the history of the creation and on through the 
account of the deluge, passing some hours in serious study and 
meditation, his neighbor hardly changing his position. At 
length be raised himself up on his elbow, encouraging the hope 
that he was weary and would soon give in, looked at grand
father intently as he continued reading and turning over the 
leaves, and at last addressed him in a serious tone. "My 
friend," said he, "you seem to have a very interesting. book; 
when you have :finished reading it, I will thank you if you will 
kindly allow me to read it." Grandfather was subdued. A 
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compromise was clfected, the question of priority amicably 
adjusted, and each went on his way rejoicing. 

At an early day a company was chartered to construct a 
highway, called, I believe, The Cherry Valley Turnpike, from 
Albany to Cazenovia in Madison County, and my grand
father became interested in the company, both as stockholder 
a"nd contractor, constructing a long line of the road and im
pairing his fortune in the enterprise. He moved his family to 
Cazenovia and was · one of the earliest settlers · there. I :first 
'Visited Cazenovia in 1885. Jacob TenEyck, a prominent citi
zen, drove me to the farm at the fork of the two turnpikes 
on which he said my grandfather settled, which was· still called 
the Risley farm. He also drove me to a brick hotel on the 
main street, and·said on the spot where·it stood my grandfather 
built the :first hotel, and I believe the :first frame house in Caze
novia. He drove me also on to another street not far distant 
to a point where the old tavern or a part of it had been moved 
and there it then stood. a dwelling house · near which Mr. 
Litchfield, who had .married Ma.ry TenEyck, then lived. I am 
not informed what engaged • my grandfather's attention in 
Cazenovia. He was at one time Clerk of the Town and then 
Justice of the Peace, and was called Squire Risley. In 1806 
he emigrated to Fredonia, then Canadaway, an Indian name, 
in the County of Chautauqua, and was one of the earliest of 
the frontier settlers. My father, Elijah, Jr., about twenty 
years old, accompanied him. In the last year of his life, he 
gave me a pathetic account of leaving Cazenovia. His father 
had been unfortunate in business, was without property, with 
a family of ten children and his resolution for once failed him. 
His spoke of his disc:ouragements; said he did not bow what 
to do and shed tears. · Father encouraged him, inquired if 
there was not some new country -farther west where land was 
cheap, and he could go and retrieve his fortunes. He re
plied that there .was such a country a great way off, beyond 
Bmfalo, but he was · growing old and had not courage to 
undertake it. Horace, his oldest son, had married and· settled 
by himself. It was in the course of nature for the other chil-
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dren to do the same. Father told him he woald go with and 
remain with :him. Wlia.tever occm-red he woald stand by him. 
His father's spirits and hope revived; the next day they were 
on their journey to Fredonia, the rest of the family following 
in about a year, the journeys of both being made in mid
winter in sleigbs. They took up from the Holland Land Com
pany a large tract of land west of the village and immediately 
commenced improvements. Tbe country around for many 
miles was a dense wilderness and they encountered all the pri
vations and hardships of the pioneer life. Fredonia was situ
ated midway between BufFa1o and Erie in Pennsylvania, a dis
tance of ·ninety miles. The mail betwP-"m the east and the west, 
which it now takes at least twenty railroad cars to transport 
daily, was then carried back and forth once a week on horse
back by a woman-a Mrs. Richard Williams. Her husband, 
who had the contract, died, and she was allowed to carry out 
the contract. She was obliged to ford Cattaraugus. creek 
and other streams on the way and to swim her borse across in 
times of higb water. I distinctly remember to have seen her 
week after week pass my father's door, on her journey, after 
stopping to deliver packages or to obtain food. After a time 
my father became a merchant, establishing in Fredonia the 
:first store in Chautauqua County, and my grandfather built 
the first flouring mill in the county. He also planted one 
of the :first orchards. About that time, making a journey to 
Madison. on horseback, he brought home some cuttings and 
grafted · bis young trees with the Rhode Island Greening, 
Seek-no-farther, and Spitzenberg, and one very fine yellow fall 
apple, which became noted all over that section as the Risley 
apple, and is still growing on the place near by where my 
father lived. Grandfather was a man of energy, persever
ance and enterprise, always having credit and some means, 
was a member of the Episcopal Church, a good citizen and 
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his neighbors up to the 
time of his death in 1841. He was buried in the old burying 
ground at Fredonia, now a part of Forest Hill Cemetery. 

My father, Elijah Risley, Jr., was actively engaged in 



265 

various business enterprises in and about Fredonia, daring his 
long life, notably in raising and distributing garden seeds in 
company with his brothers, William and Levi, under the fum 
name of E. Risley & Co. This grew mto a. large business. 
T.hey employed from forty to fifty men in growing the seeds, 
twenty to thirty women m putting them into paper bags, and 
some twenty to thirty teams in distnouting them through all 
the states, California. included, and the Ca.na.das. They often 
raised :five hundred bushels . f onion seed annually, and the 
same of cucumber seed. It was said they were the largest 
garden seed growers in the country. There were :five sons in· 
this branch of the Risley family; one died in early· life, the 
other four lived to past the age of eighty years. There were 
:five daughters who lived to past the common allotment of life, 
some of them to advanced years. Neither of the sons nor. 
daughters is now living. 

My father early became interested in military afrairs, and 
from · the ranks was promoted through the various offices of 
the line up to being the :first Brigadier, and then Major-Gen
eral of the State Militia. for the District, composed of Alle
gany, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties. He, as com
manding general, with his full stafr, was present a.t the recep
tion of Lafayette in Fredonia, in 1824, and had prominent 
part in the orders and exercises of the day. He was a.t durer
ent periods Supervisor of the Town, Sheriff of the County and 
member of Congress. He was a director in the New York 
and Erie Railroad Company, and a. promoter of other railroad 
enterprises and public corporations. In 1810 he married 
Abigail (called Na.bby) Brigham, daughter of John Brigham, 
also a Revolutionary soldier, who came to Fredonia, from the 
TO'tlm of llfaauon. N. Y, in 180~ or 1809. It may interest 
you to know that I have now in my house an old bureau with 
brass trimmings standing on high scroll legs, which my grand
mother brought in a sleigh from Malden, Mass., to Madison, 
and from there to Fredonia, both journeys being made in mid
winter. It is a. little remarkable that the old piece of furni
ture, after a century's use in the family, shoald now_ be pre-
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served a choice relic in a dwelling at the foot of the Rocl.."Y 
Mountains. My father and mother had six c:1iildreu, two sons; 
Laurens G. Risley, of Dunkirk, N. Y., and myself, and four 
daughters, all of whom married lawyers, the sons marrying 
doctors' daughters. Only three of the family survive, Lau
rens G., Minerva Risley Cushing,• and myself. :My father 
died in January, 1870, and was buried in the old part of 
Forest Bill Cemetery, Fredonia.· -

The relationship being remote and our respective places of 
residence distant from each other, I have had but little personal 
intercourse with the branch of the family in central New York. 
Hamilton Risley, I believe the eldest son of David, -visited my 
father in Fredonia in about 1880. Not long after I was trav
elling east by the Erie canal, and leaving the boat a few miles 
west, walked to Salina,· where Hamilton then lived, called and 
partook of breakfast with him and his fami!y and he drove me 
to Syracuse and put me on the same boat to continue my jour
ney. H my memory serves me correctly Salina was then a 
larger place than Syracuse. I was a student in the Academy 
at Hamilton, :Madison County, in 1881-!t. I there made the 
acquaintance of James W. Nye, a law student who became 
distinguished as an orator, Governor of Nevada and United 
States Senator. I heard Theodore Weld and Gerrit Smith 
speak in a public meeting, and Hiram Denio, Samuel Beards
ley and Joshua A. Spencer, all eminent lawyers, speak in the 
Court House in Utica. 

On my way to Hamilton, I paid a visit of a few days to my 
great uncle, David Risley, at New Hartford or a little south 
of there, and saw his brother Allen, who lived on Paris Hill. 
Mr. Clark, a New Jersey lawyer, who was counsel in a famous 
lawsuit between clliFerent sects of Quakers, and had married 
Cynthia Risley, daughter of David, was there with his wife on 
a visit. Mr. Foster, who married a younger daughter and 
was living in the neighborhood, and a son-in-law, I think, who 
was living in New Hartford, were there almost daily, and 

• Lieutenant William B. Cushing. who sank the Confederate ironclad 
:.tllblmat-Z.. in the Roanoke River October sr., I86S. was from this family. 
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George Risley, the youngest son, was there and drove me 
round to Utica, York Mills and Whitestown. I have very 
pleasant memories of that visit made nearly sixty years ago. 
We were most hospitably entertained by that excellent fauu1y. 
We spent the evenings in social merriment. I recall with what 
touching pathos Mr. Clark sang: "There came to the beach a 
poor exile of Erin." .And above all I remember that every 
night after the social pleasures were ended, the whole house
hold joined in family prayers, the venerable head with serious 
dignity leading the devotions. How many of· those worthy 
kindred may join in your proposed re-union, or whether any 
of them survive, I do not know. I have only met two of them 
since--Mr. Foster in Albany in 1860-61, when I was clerk of 
the assembly, and George Risley once called at my house in 
Fredonia or Dunkirk-but I have ever felt grateful that I 
was connected even in a remote degree with a family so emi
~ently worthy. 

I have never seen your lovely lake, but the town and coun
ty of Madison have for me many pleasant associations. It 
was always a delight to see Cazenovia. I have known many 
who have grown up or lived there. In my boyhood I was for 
three years clerk for Leroy Farnham in Dunkirk, N. Y., and 
his brothers, Orlando and Thomas, all Cazenovian boys, were 
more or less with me. I was well acquainted with General 
J. D. Ledyard and Jacob Ten Eyck, and have more than once 
been & guest at their princely homes. Walter Smith, Walter 
Chester and James Van :Suren, once clerks for Mr. Ten Eyck, 
were my friends, and I was their legal adviser for years in 
Dunkirk. I knew very well Dr. Lyman's daughters, Mary, 
Henrietta, Delia and Martha. Henry Ten Eyck, too, was my 
friend, always cordial and trae. It is sad to reflect how many, 
nearly .all, have passed away. 

While a student in Hamilton, I once with a friend visited 
Utica in a sleigh, and on our retmn we stopped one night in 
Madison or Madison Center. It happened there was a ball 
at the hotel, and on invitation we joined it, and very likely J 
danced with some whose children will join your festivities. 
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I. fortunately found there Miss Harriet Jackson, whose ac
quaintance I made while she was visiting mends there, a 
family of McClures, who had migrated from Madison to 
Fredonia. 

When my term at Hamilton Academy was ended, and I was 
leaving for home, classmates gave me· a horseback ride and 
supper at a noted hotel a mile or so west of Madison, kept, I 
think, by one Perceval So my parting .with _loved associates 
must have been near where your reunion is to be celebrated. 
A family of Barkers-Hezekiah, William and Leverett--;..and 
other founders and citizens of Fredonia hailed from Madison, 
so that all my life long Madison · has been a dear name and 
locality to me. 

Some ten to fifteen years ago I met in Broadway, New York, 
a former well-known citizen of Utica., Charles P. Kirkland, 
Esq. We had known each other well, but had not met in 
years. · As, he took me by the hand, he said: " This is a strange 
coincidenc~ I have not seen you in a long time, but you 
were in my mind this morning. I hold in my hand an instru
ment bearing your family name. You may not know that 
Washington was quite given to land speculation. While 
on the way at the close of the Revolution he had thought of 
the country west of Albany, and anticipated its early settle
ment. He purchased a tract of land and held it for a rise 
in value. At the date of this instrument (which date I do 
not remember), he sold the several parcels, one to a great uncle 
of yours, Allen, I believe, and this is the original deed, signed 
and e."Cecuted by George Washington and Martha., his wife; 
witnessed by Tobias Lear, who was his private secretary, and 
acknowledged before J. Kent, J. P.," the first knowledge I 
had that the renowned Chancellor had been a Justice of the 
Peace, and continued Mr. Kirkland, " I found ~e deed among 
old papers in my office, and am now on my way to deposit it 
in the office of the New York Historical Society, of which I 
am a member." 

Pardon my long recital of incidents that may not interest 
you, for your reunion _will mostly be of those of a younger 
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generation. · I thank you most cordially for inquiring me out 
and inviting me to share your festivities, and assure you that 
I regard it an honor to bear the same name, and that kindred 
!Jlood :Bows in our veins. 

Sincerely wishing that you may have a pleasant reunion, I 
iun, with great respect, 

Very truly yours, 
HANSON A. RISLEY. 

All noble men. worthy of their sires; 
From wheacc we flow, as from the mountain spring. 
Their toils, their trials and their fames I sing. 
More wide in scope, more fresh, more fair and joyous, 
Than Plato dreamed, en- than Homer sung. 
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