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RYLANDS, OF THE RYLANDSJ WITIDN "TEST
HOUGHTON, CO. LANCASTER. 

The place from which this fa1nily took it.-, name is situated in 
the to\\9I1Sliip of \\"esthoughton and parish of Deane, in the 
hundred of Salford, and county palatine of Lanca..;;ter. One very 
large field and several other srnaller plot" of ground in the neigh
bourhood retain the na1ne, an<l arc still -callecl "the Ryelands;,, 
possibly these scattered fields aJl once f onncd parts of the 
original estate, though the greater part of the land I has changed 
its name. This name Ryelancl.i is derived fro111 the Anglo Sa.xoii 
Rye or Rltee, a water-course or strea1n, and La 11. ds, the lan<ls 
adjoining or above the strea1n. The strea1n is now· called Cunn
~ham Brook, and nut'i through a steep ancl deep 111iniature 
Dene or ravine, forming, at one of its benc L-.;, a natural protection 
to the f.resumed site of the residence of the ancient pos.-;cssors of 
the soi , now occupied by an old far1n hom;;c, near to " DolJb 
Brow," and called "Rigby's o'th Y ate." The na.1ne, as a suma1nc, 
has been much varied in its spelling an<l has been further 
corrupted by the local pronunciation into Ry lance, Roylance, &c.2 

I. The first me1nbcr of the fan1ily "·hose na1ne has co1uc 
down to us is Robe;·t de Rilande.-J, ,vho \\·a.s living in the reign of 
King He~ III. (121G-1272.] His son · 

11 Jo/1,11, son of Robe1·t of Rilande.i (also ca.llcd Jultn del 
Ryl<miwi) gave to the Abbot and Convent of Cokersan<l pa.rt of 
his lands "·ithin the to,vn of ['\rest] Haghton, th::.t is to say all 
the land \\·hich he ha<l upon Ba1leslcc \\·hich At.lain Bunbrcdc 
held of hitu, &c. [Deed s.d. quote<l ~n a suit re~pecting property 
in Westhoughton, Duchy Pleadin6rs, E(hv. VI, vol. iii, B. 2.] 
It is probably the sa1nc Jolni de Rila·;ld,e.-1 "·ho ,,·ith Henry de 
Trafford, Da.vi<l de Hulton, Alexan, ler <le Pilkinf,,ton, Richard <le 
Radcliffe, Ellis de Le\Te, Richard son of l)a viJ, Richard ~on of 
John, Richard de \Vorke<lele, Tho1nas de A~ton, Robert de 
Shoresworde and Robert lJntoune w·ere appointc(l a jury to 
enquire into the true value of the kni,rht~' fees and the 
advowson'3 of churches "rhich \\·ere held of 

0

Robert Grclle in the 
manor of "&[amcestrc, I:Jth Scptc1nhcr1 . 1282. [Chetha1n Soc., 
liii, p. 168.] 

1 The present owner of the property iii ~Ir. George Cald\\·ell, of The Gro"\"e, who 
inherited it from hi!i father, the lak llr. John Caldwell. 

1 Although these ha•;c been Huppo~l to Le eutircly 8Cparatc 11.1.mes there fa 
abundant e\·idence to show that thi:3 i'4 nc,t the ca.-;c. 
. 1 The _Roman numer.u" are intendal to indicate approximately the various genert\-
tiona in the absence of an unbroken de.-;cent. · 

'Fine Roll loth Edw, I, memb. 10 (No. &O, P.R.O). 
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Ill The son of John see1ns to have been 
Jok,i de Riw:nd, or Riu.t ,ule.tJ, \\'hose ,vif e Cecilut, 
was most probably the daughter of William de 
Sale,1 by his wife Ct,'Cilia de l{olin\\rorth. These 
persons are ref erred to in the f ollo\\·ing deeds 
extracted by the late Canon Raines, F.S.A., fron1 
bis Lancashire MSS., xxv, p. 2G. 

1. Know all men &c that I John son of J o1m 
de Riliuul and Cecilia my wife lia,·c given &c to L\LE .1RllS. 

John de Uyron and Joan his wife all our lanus &c in llolinworth 
[in the tow~h.ip of Uuttcrworth mul parish of Roche lalc] that is 
to say the L-uuls which we had of tl1c gift of ,, ... illiam cle Sale allll 
Cecilia bis wife, rendering one peppercorn at tlic feast of SL )Iartin 
in Winter, an<l for this he has given me eight marks. ,Yitnes:-:: the 
lord Geoffrey de nr:.i~cl,ric.lgc, R(,ger de )Iidleton, Gcoffr.!y c.lc Chac.l
erion, Alexander de Pilkington, Adam de r~~twich awl othc~. 
[Undatec:1.] 

2. A grant of faud in 1Iolinworth fro1u ,r-illiam de Sale anti 
Cecilia his wife to the lord ,John de Ilun111 arnl ,Joanna his wife, 
rendering a rose at the fca.~t of St. J olu1 the 111.pti~t, purcl1ase paitl 
14- marks. ,, ... itnesses: The lord Geoffrey <le Dracehri<lgt•, Roger Jc 
M:idleton, Ricl1''1.1'1 de Chaderton, .Alexander de !>ilkington. Ac.bm de 
Prestwich, ,villiain de llo1,woo<l5 ,v. de Sherwen<l the clerk ant! 
others. [Undated.] 

3. Cecilia de Ilolinworth, wi,low [who appears to have res:unwd 
her maiden name] relea~u to Sir ,John I~yron two bovates of land 
in Holin\\·orth, in Uutu•rworth, wl1id1 ,villimn c.fo Sale her late 
hPshnnd ha<l forn1crly sold io him. Date<l 2Gth Etl I. [A. D. 
1297-S). 

Qonten1porary ,vith John de Rilandes "·e find, in the 6rreat De 
Lacy Inqui.'iition, IGth FcLruary, 1:311, Tlto-1nas de ll!Jelo11d.l{, a 
free tenant in Burn!~y, where he then heltl t,venty acres of land 
for: ·which he pai<l four shillings per annum. In \Vl1itaker's 
"History of ,Vhalley," it is statccl that the na1ne of Royle v.·as 
originally Ryelan<ls, but it sccn1s 1nuch 111ore probable that 
Thomas \\'as a 1nembei- of the \Vesthoughton fa111ily and \\·ent to 
live at Burnley. 

IV. The next generation is represented by several persons 
whose parentage fa not yet ascertained. Of these the first two 
appear in Subsi<ly Rolle.; of 1st Edward III [1:327] an<l Gth 
Ecf\\·ard III (1332] :-

1. Roll of Ricliar,1 de ]Ioghton aiHl others co11,·ctors oi a 
twentieth granted to the King hy the laity, 1 E(l. II I, Luu:. 

West Halghtou. Robert d,·l R11!1lowlf'.-:, a.,~c~S(.'tl at 14 pew.:,\ 
1Villiam. ,1':l llu!Jluudc.-:, ass~~l at 12 pt•ncc. 

1 The arm; attributed to the Sale family ru-c Ar!Jtnt on a bend e111railed Sable three 
let,r,-de.Jyr of tk jeld. 
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2. Roll of all persons taxecl to the fifteenth and tenth, 
6 Ed. III, Lane.. 
['Vest] Halghton. lVilliam de R!Jlumle:J, a~~scd at 3 shilli11gs. 

Robert de R9lmulrlf, as.~8SC<l at 1~} pence. 

In 1333 Jolt'n cle RylandJJ, n~ith Aflam de Radcliffe, John de 
Heton, Adam de Lever, Roger de Bolton, Richard 'de \Vichencs 
and John de Bedford, witncs.~ a grant of land in Ru1nworth by 
David de Hulton to John son of Henry de Hulton [Harl. ltIS., 
2112]. 
. V. William [cle] Ryla.,1i<l~, "·ith Tltltrsta.,-n an<l T/101nas his sons 
had a lease of lands in \Vcsthoughton fron1 the Abbot of 
Cokcrsan<l in 1395-G, an<l in the follo"·ing year the sa1ne abbot 
]ea.5ed lands to Tltanias, La1.iTcncl', anrl Jolt n Ryla1ul.-J. In 
1425-6 the land is sai<l to l1avc been "late in the tenure of 
L<.nure,u:,e Ryla1uls." [llisccllancons Roll~, Duchy of Lane., 
P.R.O. Division 2.5, Bundle Z, No. 11.]1 

VI. Robert clel Ryl<.Ynd..e~, hcl<l lands in Pcn1-
berton, co. Lane., as ·well as in ,vcsthoughton. The 
following dced5 relating to Aynes, \\·ifc of Robert, 
and to their son "Pere extracted by the late Canon 
Raines from hi~ Lancashire MSS., xxv, 270 :-

1. . Sciant &c Agnes quc fuit uxor Rob'ti dcl Ry-
lontles · dcdi &c.. ,,rill'o fil: Rog'i <le .As.shcton ct Seal of Agnes 
Rob'to Olyvcr capell'o omnia terr' ct tcnc1u' 1nca q' de Rylantls.1 

Th111'8ton de Pe1nbcrton kuct de me in villa. de Pem-
berton. H'cn<l &c. 1Iijs testihz Joh'c Gerard tkl Dryn. Joh'c Gerard 
de Ince. Jacobo de ,vyn~tanley. IIenr1 tic J>cmlwrt.on. Rng'o ~foly
neux, et aliis. Dat' ap'<l Pemberton scxt.o die l\Iaij Ao. r. r. IIcnri' 
sexti post conq. AngL oct'lYO. .A.D. 1430. 

2. Sciant &c. nos ,, .. ill: fil: Rog'i <le AsI-hr.ton ct Roh: OlyYcr 
capell: clc<lim' Agncti quc fuit uxor Rob'ti dcl Rylonucs omnc' terr' 
et tcncn1' que nupcr h'uimus ex dono ct fcoffnL p'<lct. Agnct. in vill 
de PcmLcrton. H'cnu. &c a<l tcm1: ,·ita sua <le cap: tloru: fco<li p' 
acme'. Et post dcccssii 1/tlct' .Agnet' voluin1's ct concc(lim's q'd o'ia. 
p'dct' terr' &c :remancant Nich'o <lcl Rylorn1cs ct ].fa~lic filie Thome 
Gerard )Iilit' ct h'edibz <le corp'c ip'ius .:X ichol: <le p'fato ~larger' 
legitim p'crcat'. II'cncl' &c. Rein' rcctis bc'dibz Nichol' imp'pm. · 
Hijs tcstibz J oh'c Gcrnru <lcl Ilryne. J o'hc Gerard clc Ines. J acoho 
de ,vynstanlcy. Hcnr <le Pemberton. R'go ]\folyncux et alijs. 
Dat' ap'd Pemberton vicesimo clic ~faij Ao. r. r. Hen.rici sexti post 
conq: Ang: ocL1.,·o. 1430. 

1 The document. here referred to i.~ 1,rintcd in full in' Local G?cmingii of Lan~hirc 
d Ch~-L • ' arto . I .. 2:)-an \;ZU.llre, . qu sent"S w, . 11, p. :.a. 
1 Cats~ of the scald of Agnc13 aJ)(l Xichula,; de Rylan<.L:J were giYcn to me, with many 

others, by llr. Lan1,-ton, of lngi:\t,crttone. 
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VIL NidtOUU del Ryloruks, the son of 
Robert and ~"1les, married in 1430 1largcry, 
the daughter of Sir Thomas Gerard, Knight.1 

He was living in 1474 and l\"&<J then seventy
eight years of age. The following <lt~<l.s all 
relate to him. N um hers 1, 2 and 3, are from 
the same ~·olume as the l&5t, and Number 4 i.'3 
from the Shakcrley' decdc, :- aauu, .uas. 

1. Omnibus X'pi ficlelibz. &c Nich'us <lei RilondPs ct )[arjia 
ux: n1ca sal't'm in d'no. Xover' nos rcn1isi~sc &c Thun;L'lno tlc 
Pemh'ton her' ct as.~' totii. jus n'r:-in1 ct clan1' qnc b'uimus in o'ihz 
illis mess' t'ra.q ct ten' q. p'<lct' Thurstanns h'ct ex clono ct fcofro 
n'ro in vill tlc J>cmherton p' quac.l' cart.'\. n'r."'i eid' Thurst' ct h'cc.lbz 
inde confccL'l. llijs tc.-:;t'. Jacobo <le ,vynstanlcy. llugnnc tlc 
}>emhcrton. IIcnrico de Peml,crton, et alijs. Dat' ap'c.l Pcmhcrton 
duou«.,-cimo die l\[arcij Ao. r. r. llenr' scxti post conq: Ang: quarto 
dccimo. 1-136. 

2. A bond in twenty pounds of sih~er from the same Xicholas 
and lfargcry his wife to the same Thurstan tlat~<l 14 )farch 14:16, 
by which they are houn(l to niakc to the said Thurstan a ~mTemler 
of all the lands which the ~aicl Thurstan ha<l of their gift an<l 
feoff'ment at the cost of the said Thurstan. 

3. Sciant &c nos Nich'us clcl Rilon<lcs ct 
)Iargeria ux' n1ca <lcc.lin1's &c Thurst.ano <le Pcn1-
bcrton hc~d' et ass' suis o'ia me~'. tf0rr1 ct tcncn1' 
n'ra que h 1uim's ex <lono ct fcoff: ,,Y'illic-lmi fil. 
RO'r,"i de Assheton ct Rob: Oly,·er capcll' infra 
vill' de Pcmb'ton. H't•ml ct Tcnt'ncl' &c imp'pm: 
p'riso sempcr q'<l quandocunq: Xich: ct )[arg: et 
here<l' solvaut p'fato Thurstano vigint.a lihras q'd 
tune liceat nohis Nich: et )Iar6: et h'cdihz n'ris 
in o'ia p'<lc'a n1css &c intrarc ct in pristine statu 

Seal of Nichol~ 
- del RJlanJ.-i. 

n'ro pacificc po~idere.. llijs tcstib:r. Jacobo do ,\.,.ynstanley. J Iu~one 
de J>embcrton. 1Icnrico lle Pcmblon ct alijs. Dat' ap'tl Pcmhcrton 
octavo die marcij .Ao. r. r. l[cnrici scxti post. conq . .An~. quarto 
decimo. 1436. 

4. ffor as mych 6S hit is mcret.or an<l nc<lfull for cu'y cri~kn-mon 
to here record and witnc.~ in tntth. Qucrf or -we 8r Thurstan 
PerssYal Y'icar of the Kyrkc of Lcght, Sr J aiues CulclH'th p" :..t. 
Rog' llulton of llulton p'kc the el(lcr Tu{. Rauf Bostoke J-:'-'Ir· 
Gilbt. ,?nncstnn E.~1urrc. ,James Carr gen. Edmnn(l ,,Y'yustonl<·y 
of '\"ynstonley gen. L-iurens of Hulme of :::\faghcll gen. Robt. 
Hynley of As1mll the elder gen. Bartilmew of Ilolcroft gen. John 

1 Margery W"M most probably one of the Ger.ml.:-. of the Bryn, but a.-1 all the printed 
pedi~ of th.1.t family are ,·ery meagre and uncertain at thiH pcricH1, an,t a..-1 there 
were 111everal person.q named Sir Thom.i.s Ckranl li\·ing ahout the Hame time, it i-s nut 
pot3Sible to state definitely who she W-3.-i. Arm.~ : A;urt! a Lio" rampa11t Ermi11t: 
ffl)'lt1W Or. 

2 A llS. l"olumc of abstl'a(..1..-s of L1.nca:;hire and Che-shire dcecl➔ written about 1650, 
now in the ,~~,iion of ~h-. J. P. 1-:.'\rwa.ker, >e •. \., 1-·.s..\.. Many of tb.e c.lced..:5 hal"e 
been prinwd in the Lei:1h Chro1!ide1 H~L & Gen. Noted. 
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of Asheton of nanforlong gen. George of Eccleston of Eccleston 
gen. Willm. )lyllington of A pulton gen. Rauf of ,v ynstonley 
aometyme of Wynstonley gen. and John of ?tlyllington of Apulton 
gen. beres witness : That Nicholas of the Rylond being of the age of 
78 the sondey next after the feast of St. Andrew the apostell 
[N ovcmber 30] in the yere of our Lor<l J csu Christ 14 7 4, in the 
p'ishe kirke of Leght before scicl t-hcrc the scicl Nicholas in p'ncc of 
many worthy gentilmen and all the p'ishe of the sayd Ch.irch being 
there p'scnt Swerc upon a bokc that he ncu' n1ade state ne feffcmt t-0 
Thomas Stanley Peris of Lcgh nc to Rog' IIulton of Jiulton parkc 
the elder Esquicrs of all bis lontles ten't.-; rents an<l sen;ct>s w th the 
appurtennc's wthin the towne of '"" csthanghton ne ncu' to ho111' 
scaled deide ne fcffcmt ne to hom clcliu'ct poscssiou nc no n1on 
ne p'son be the assent knoledgc nc will of the sci<l Nicho}a...q,, 
Also the scid :Xicholas swcrc opon the bokkc tlmt he neu' 
made state ne fefic1ut to ,,rillm: of Rylond his sonne of all the 
lands & ten'ts rents and S(>fVicc wtli there appurtennccs the 
wch some tyme wcrcn Robert of Rylond father the sayd Xicholas ne 
of no p'ccll of hom' in the townes of ,vcsthaughton, I..awton1 & 
Pemb'ton ne ncu' to him sdJcd such cleide ne fcffemi nc ncu' to hin1 
}eyed scison ne pos..%ssion nc 110 n10n be the will of the scic.l 
NichoL'\S in his name 11c neu' to hiu1 n1adc rclcish nc non scalct. 
And also the scic.l Xic1101as s,~·orc 'T,nn t.he hoke that he ·was neu' of 
assent l'{'itle nc conscll that ,, .. illm: f:crnrt, Sr Jfonry Goune (1) prst, 
Robt. Gl'rnet, " .. illm: IIanlwai• anc.l the sayc.! ,, .. iHm: Rylornls that 
the shoul<l. 1nake a tlcitlc of ccrten t<-11nc of Jt'l't'S to Roger L"gh and 
to Jankyn J>cnhulLun1c nc ncu' to ho1P' gauc such power as in a 
certer, <lcitk to the scitl Rog' LC'gh and Jm!kyn l'cnhulbur' is 
contenet. Arnl tl1cse othcs ~o made ancl <lone in the formc 8cid anJ 
t.hen the saytl :Xichola~ knciled llowne Ylllll•r the lrnrn.l of tl1c sci<l 
'Viker and there the seid \riker by the Yirtuc of a ])rynes letter to 
him dirccket for to n·sane a Jllll"Jacon of the scitl ~ icholas of all 
these p'ountts (1) l.>efore reh('r:-;ett arn.l of ail othr-r p'on1 tts that he 
should say be mouth, t11crc the scitl Yikcr cursed the Rei<l X icholas 
if eu' he was giltc in the p'ovntts before rchersct w th bokkc hell and 
Candle and thf'rc opon the Can<ld dou~ out. And t.hcu the scid 
, .. iker p'novnsct a.q acu1sct all those and ichon' be thcn1 self c that 
were of assent rei<l and. conscll w th the said ,villm: RYlonds of 
forging and making the scitl f orgett dciclc Lr fore rchersett. ., .A rn.l to 
th.is p'scnt writing we the sci<l Thurstan. Sr lames. Rog'r. Rauf. 
Gilb't. James. Ec.lmun<l. l~'lul'l'ns. Robert. lfartilmew. John. George. 
,,?'illm. Rauf. and John for the more record anc.l witncs hauc set our 
scales the clay and ycare abouc saill. 

The same Nicholas also appears on the Chester Rccognv~ncc 
Rolls [Welsh Records, P.R.O., A.D. 1441 to 1443]. 

VIII. lJrill·iam of tlte Rylon<l, "·ho secn1s to have alienated 
his pa.triinony w·as po.~ibly the same person as \Villia1n Rylond 
named in the list of Kent Gentry, teu1p. Henry VII, printed hy 
Mr. James Greenstreet, from the original in the Brit. Mus. 

1 Lowton, in °W?.!!wick Paruili, and Pemberton, in ":,.igan Par~h. 
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Cottonian MSS.1 Faustina E ii. (see Tranc;actions of the Kent 
Arch. Soc., .A 1·cltaolog·ia, Cant·ian(l., vol. xi), and in the f ollo\\~ing 
deed from the· Shakerley J.[S. : 

Sciant &c q'd ego Galfr' Shakerley de p'ochia de Le~ht in com' 
Lancastr' armig' dctli conccssi &c ,vill'o Rylond de :\faidston in 
com' Kancire gen' o'ia ilia t'ras ct ten'ta m~a in p'ochia de DJtton iri 
p'dco com' Kane' vocat' Drakys al's diet' Shcploncl &c. Te~t' F.Jro: 
Culpepir gen' .Alexandro Davy. Jacobo A~hcton. Nich'o Bradshawc 
et alijs. dat' aputl Dytton p'tlca, 22 }:. 4. [1482-3.] 

In the sixth year of his reign, King E<l,Yard IV, of his 
"especial grace and consi<leration of the good an(l f_rratuitous 
services rendered to hin1 by his true licgc1nan lJ,,. ill i<on ll!JlcnHfo~," 
granted to him certain property in the town of TannYorth, and 
the same " lV-illicon Ryland, other,vise 1V·ill iam., R·ila1zclc8," had 
also a !!rant fro1n the king of Rose Hall, in the parish of ~Vatcr
fuHorth, co. York, both being referred i,o in a saving clause in an 
Act of Parliament of 7th and 8th Edwar,l IV, and the first 
named property occurring in a saving clam,e in an Act of l!Jth 
Ed\\·ard IV, V."hcre the land, &c., is said to have been grante,1 to 
Nicltolas Ryu.,:ndes. In the Close Roll of GU~ Ed"·ar<l IV, 
it is recorded that lVill-iani Ryh1.11<l, of London, gcntle1nan, 
acknowledges his indebtedness in £100 to Richard Cosyngton, of 
A.ylcsford, co. Kent, gentleman. 

IX. Ralp/1, Rylands, of ,v esthoughton (?), in all probaLility 
a grandson of Nichola.~, in 150:3-4 makes the f oilo,ving deed, 
also taken fron1 the Shakerley !\IS. 

Pateat Uniu'sis p' p'ntes n1e Rau'1n Rylontls al's Ryland remis.--isse 
d'ne Anne Shakcrlcy , ... i<luc et nup' ux'i Galfr'i Shakcrley ct Petro 
Shakerley filio ct h'cdi p'dc'i Galfridi et h'c<l..ibz et assign' suis tot' 
jus &c q. h'eo in o'ibz t'ris &c in p'ochijs de ,Yinwicke, Le~ht & 
Dene scu alibi in com' L1.nca!3tr' quc quiclP. t're &c p'fata .Anna. nup' 
h'uit in- p'ptita. sua c'm ('1) alijs t'ris no'i'c <lotis 8cu junctur' p' 
termino vitc sue &c. Test' magistro Jacobo Stanley arch<liacono 
Richmund. Jacobo IIulrnc. Ra<l'o IInlmc. Rob'to Chctham. Ed'o 
Dcrclisley ct alijs. 19 lfen , ... rr. [I 503-4.] 

This is probably the last docu1nent bearing evidence of the· 
absolute alienation of the original property, and there is conse
quently much difficulty in tracing the fa1nily hi:-;tory during the 
next hundred years. The appearance of the christian na1ncs of 
Geoffrey and Peter shortly after this tin1e point to the possibility 
that the v.ife of Ralph ,vas a Shakcrlcy. A prohaLie son of 
Ralph ·was 

X. Geoffi·ey Ryht11.cls, of Snydalc in ,v esthoughton, ,vho died 
in or about the year };308, having had, besides "younger children" 
by his v:ife,-- daughter of Roger Pendle bury, of ,v-csthoughton, 
Gent., a son and heir 

XI. Roge1· Ryl!lncls, of ,v~thoughton, "·ho "·as living in 1.313 
and 1558 [Duchy Pleadin~ ], and "·as pos.'Sibly t.hc brother of 
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Omfi·id'U,8 or H urrtf1·ey Rylands, a tenant of Cokersand Abbey in 
1501 [Chetham Society, lvii.] 

XII. About this time luou.lal Ryl<oul,s w·as defendant in an 
action respecting land in Wigan; and }ticltolas Ryl<nuls and 
others were defendants in a. suit relatin~ to tenant-right of lands 
in Westhoughton, formerly held under LiOkersanJ Abbey [Duchy 
Pleadings, Philip and ~lary]. In 1600 Ric!tanl Ryland.i ,vas 
plaintiff in a suit relating to crops grow·ing in Hindley [Duchy 
Pl., 42 Eliz., cliv., R. G]. H tonfrey Ryl<ends, of the city of 
London, ·was guardian to the children of John Culchcth, of 
Abram, co. Lancaster, Gent,., by llargarct his ,vife, daughter of 
- Ryland, of. ,v cstleigh, in 1.=j08 [ Act Book, Chester, and Visit. 
Lane., 1664]; this Hu1nphrey "·a.-; apparently a n1mnber of the 
Fishmongers' Con1pany. In 160:3 lr ill icon Ryland, \\·ho 
describes himself as "one of the yeomen \\·aighters of the 
Kinges Ma.'ties To,ver of London," n1ade hi~ \\rill ; he mentions 
his brother, Ellis Rylcnul, of Holdenby [after,vards of Duston], 
co. Northampton [who died in Nove1nber, IGI9], and his" cozen" 
[nephew?] · Hu-rnfrey Rylcnul.~, of ,vesthoughton. Cicelie 
Rylands, sister (?) of ,villia1n anJ Ellis, ·was 1uarried at Leigh, 
in 1560, to Thon1as Yates. Otti'l~·ell and H u1nf;·ey Ryla,nd~,-both 
of Win~ta.nley, near Wigan, died in the year 1603, and there are 
many entries relating to their fa1nily in the \Vigan parish 

. registers. Ilunif1·ey Ryuouls, of ,v esthoughton, 111arrie<l, in 
1596, Eli7Abeth Greene, and died about 1Gl8, having had a 
num her of children. 1 'l'ltmnas Rylcnlds, of \Ve8thoughton, tanner, 
died unmarried in }larch 1Gl7, leaving hi8 property to his 
'h ... n.fho... 110--.1,-,•ll ~,,J,,,,..1,,-l..:, r { 1hn,..~hu·o!l ... ,lon nf 1)£\l"ln..-, ;,..,. 1 r.1 :::.1 . -.,..,"".&""6, .&.&.\;'11,1:J ..&.•:J'--'-'"IC.\.."-V L'-""'& ...... &.'-"'.a.&'1'• ............. ""' ...... 'V.L _._,"""c..M.&.,1.'\,.,, .L.L.L .&.V.&.'-'J, 

amoug the scl1edule of debts o,Ying to hi1n the na1ne of Pete,· 
Rylands [Church"par<len of Deane IG2G] occurs. In IGl 7 
Riclta-'rd Ryla ,ul8, of Sutton in Prescot parish, co. Lane., died 
lea\'ing issue by his ,vife Elizabeth ; anJ in 1 (HD the ,vill of 
Hurnf,·ey Rylands, of Cuen.Hey, in Pre::;cot parish, tanner, "yas 
proved at Chester. In lul5 Ral1>lt Ryla1ul.s, of Kirkby, in the 
parish of ,v alton, co. Lane., tlic<l leaving a ,vido,v and ten 
children, all named in his ,vill. · . 

· XIII. In the next generation ,ve have-
1. Ralph Rylcouls, of Pein berton, Gent., ,vho died 8th 

Noverubcr, 1G30, leaving a son anJ heir, Richard [Inq. P.~L] 
2. Ralph Ryl<.nzd."l, son1eti1nc of ,v esthoughton, aftcr,var<ls 

of Culcheth, in the parish of \Vinwick, co. Lane., ,,ya.s apparently 
the only person of his surnan1e ,vho paid subsidies in Lancashire, 
temp. Janu~s I. and Charles I. He died in IG33, having man·ieu, 

1 The children of this Humfrey (?) L,Lpti.sed at Leigh Church, are :-Ellen 159i, 
-Robert 1598, Nichol&~ 1600, Humfrey 1601, Alice 1603, Anne 1605, Elizaheth 160i, 
and Peter 1610. (See the 'Leigh Pari~h Registers,' now in course of publication by 
the Rev. J. H. St.a.nning, Vicar of Leigh.) 
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at Deane Church, 25th llay 1G13 [transcripts 
at Chester1 Mary Mather,1 presumably a mem
ber of the san1e family as the Rev. Richard 
Mather, of Lowton, in ,vinwick parish, one of 
the "Pilgritn Fathers," who e1nigra.te<l to N e,v 
England in I G35. Their eldest son, Pet e1· 
Ryla,uls, of Culcheth, Gent., apparently died 
nnmanicd, but the descendant-; of their second 
son Jolin Rylands, of Bedford, in Leigh 
pari.~h, who married Jane, only child of George 
and Joan Spakc1nan, of Bc<lford, arc no,v 
living at Thelw11.ll, co. Chester. The other 
i~~ue of Ralph and llary were Ralph, ,villian1, 
Roger, Anne, ElizabP-th, Ellen and Alice. 

3. lllisabetlt Ryl.ands, sister of Ralph Ry- ■.nu~a •••s.t 
lands, of Culcheth, was the ,vi£ e of George Starkie, of Pen
ni11oaton.1 

4. Nidiohts Ryla11ds, of Shevington, in the parish of Standh,h, 
co. Lancaster, died about IGGO; by his ,vife Frances he ha<l t\\"O 

daughters, Elizabeth n1arrie<l to -- Black burne, and ~[argarct 
manied to Ralph Prescott, of Longryding. (See'' Local Glean
ings, Lancashire and Cheshire/' quarto series, vol. ii, pp. 14-1, 145). 

5. }tic/Lou.ts· RylandtS, of Kirk Ly [ son of Ralph Rylanu.<;, of 
Kirkby], yeoman, died in IGGO, and ac.hninistration of his effects 
was granted to Alice, hi~ ""ido""· 

In this generation other persons are recorded as lh .... ing in 
South Lancashire, but they are too nu1nerous to be noticed here. 

XIV. Peter Ryla1u"l8, of Daisy Hillock, in W esthoughton, 
Gent., agent for Sequestrations 
under the Parliament, die<l in 
1663, leaving a son and heir, 
11amed belov.", besides several · 
daughten;. 

Mr. Rylancl~ n1arried Sarah Feil<len, ,vidow, and he 111entioll8 
his step-son Robert Feilden in his ,vill. His daughters v.rere: I, 
Ellen, marrie<l 1st January, IGG0-1, to John Rigby, of Atherton, 
in ~igh Parish; 2, Elizabeth, born 1<347, married to -- Hope, 

1 In her will dated at Culchcth 24th Sept. 1642, and proved at York 20th Nov. 
1645, 11he says:-" I dez:sirc to bee buriecl at my p'i.-ihe Church of \\·inwicke in my 
ancestors buria.J.l, & neare unto Haphe Ryland~ my la.te huHba.nd." Au examination 
of moat of the early Mather will~ ~hows that only the Lowton :Mathers were buried at 
Winwick. 

1 According to the Rev. Samuel Mather, son of the Rev. Cotton Mather, grandHOn 
of the Rev. lncreaRe Ma~er, and. great-gr:.md80n of the Rev. Richard llather above 
referred to, the armorial bearing~ of the Lowton Mathers were : Aa~1s.-.J::rmine on a 
feae 11J(JC-!J .Azure tliru liom rampant Or. CHEST.-On a u:ret.itlt, a lion aej<Int Or on the 
In&~ oj a tru [ffl9'ul.ed] -Vert. (See the 'American Heraldic Journal,' 1865, vol i, 
~., 21.) 
- f An account of_ the Starkies of Pennington will be found in the "Lei[]h (J/trollick, 
Hist. aud Gen. Notes," vol ii. 
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and was living 1695; 3, Sarah, and 4, Margaret. Their brother 
mentions only one of his relatives in his will, his sister Elizabeth 
Hope. 

XV. The Rev. · Pete·r Ryla·n<ls, or Rilands, of the city of 
Limerick, M.A., of Trin. Cull., Dublin, Treasurer and Vicar 
Choral of the Cathedral of Limerick, son of Peter Rylands, 
of Westhoughton, Gent. (born ·1651, died without i~ue 1695), 
manied Diana, daugh-
ter of Sir Drury Wray,1 ~ 
Bart., who remarried _z.J~ r /t ,•&h<J.:r 
to the Rev. Wil lian1 
Twigge, Archdeacon of 
Limerick . 

.Archdeacon Twi(J'g had, by his wife Diana, two daughters 
and coheiresses (both mentioned in their mother's will with their 
husbands in 1729); the younger, Anne T,vigge, was married to 
Thomas Maunsell, Esq. [11.P. for the city of Limerick?] and the 
elder Jane Twi~ge, by her husband the Rev. Stacpole Pery, M.A., 
was mother ot Edrnond Sexton Pery, Viscount Pery ; and of 
William Pery, Bishop of Limerick, created Baron Glentworth, 
who wa.s the father of the first Earl of Limerick. 

Various families of the name of Rylands are to be found both 
in England and America, of these, some, there can be little doubt, 
are descended from the \Vesthoughton family, whilst others 
probably descend from Adam de Rylandes, of Rylandes or 
Rylondis, in Wilmslow parfah, co. Chester, living in the thirteenth 
century and • the presumed ancestor of the yeoman family of 
Rylands of Morley. [Ear-waker's East Cheshire, i, 142, &c.] 
There is also a hamlet or to,vnship in Lincolnshire called Ryland, 
and it would be interestin~ to know whether it gave name to a 
loca.l famiiy and aiso whetner the iamily of Ryland or Riland, of 
Gloucestershire, descends from a person ,vho assumed his name 
from property in that county. A place called " The Rylands " in 
the parish of Randwick, co. Gloucester, is mentioned in "The 
Genealogist," vol. iii, p. 327. 

1 The int.eresting hi.story of the Wrays of Glentworth is now being published in a 
T8TJ readable form by Mr. C. Dalton. The fo1mder of the family waa Sir Christopher 
Wra7, Lord Chief Justice of England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 




