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THE RUTGERS F.li\IIL \~ OF NE\V YORK. 

AMONG the colonists who, on October 1st, .1636., en1barked at Texel, on 
the yacht Renssela:erswyck, Jan Tiebkins, skipper. was Rutger Jacobsen 
Van Schoenderwoerdt. The vessel was bound for Fort Or:inge in the ser
vice of the first Patroon. Rutger, as his last name indicates~ c:une from 
Schocnderwoerdt, a pretty Dutch village, two miles north of Leerdam and 
four miles from Vianen, wh~re \-an Rensselaer had a country seat.* Fort 
Orange at this tin1e gave little promise of the future city of Alb.any. Its 
site had been a trading-post as early as 1614. The fort had been built 
seven or eight _years later. In 16-!,-6~ h.9we"·er, i:; had only ten thatched 
cottages, and, irideed, there were not over three thous.and Europeans in 
all New Netherland. In this primitive settlement P,utger became a man 
of considerable repute and wealth. In June, 1646, he !).iarried Tryntje 
(Catharine} Jansse ·van 'Br~esteede, in New An1sterdarn. After three 
years of married life he went into partnership with Goosen Gerritse 
Van Schaick and rented the Patroon: s brewery for 450 guilders a 
year,. and one guilder additional for every tun of heer brewed. In the 
first year this amounted to 330 guilders: and in the second they 
used fifteen hundred schepels of 111alt. In 1654 Rutger bought Jan Jans 
Van Noorstrant's bre,v-house, ,vhich stood on what is now Beaver Street in 
A.lbany, nearly opposite the present l\Iiddie Dutc...'1 Church. But he was not 
only a brewer. \\~ e find him also engaged in shipping beaver-skins. t He 
owned a sloop on the river, ,\·hich he sometin1es comn1anded hin1self, but 
at other times he en1ployed ... ~braham de 'fruwe as master. He frequently 
bought and sold building lots in the village and farn1ing land iu the neigh
borhood. In 1661 he owned a share in-.:t\:Iohicander's Island. While· 
Rutger was thus becoming a rich n1an, he was held in honor by his f eliow
townsn1en. He was a magistrate in 1655, and probably held the office 
tm.til his death. He took part in the proceedings of a peace con1miss-ion, 
which was appointed to treat with the Indians. He is known as "the 
Honorable Rutger Jacobsen=· in the records, where his signature fre
quently recurs. \Vhen the new church was built, in 1656, he '\\"as selected 
to lay the· comer-stone, which he did on June 2d in that year. This church 
replaeed the old one built in 1643~ which. being only thirty-four feet lor.g 
and nineteen feet wide, and containing only nine benches, had become in-

• \"'ide wood-cut of Sciloc:ndcr---r:,erdt in 'RJ"'k.er's Histary of H:irlcm., 1o8. 
tMumeli's Collections on the Hi$tory of .-\ltnny, iii.. 207. 208. 
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adequate.* The new church -occupit!d the n1iddle of the road at the comer 
of''f onker and Hande!aa.rs-r!ow State ~nd ~farket-Streets. Rutger's coat
of-am1s i:; said to be in exi:stt!nce .. but it is not verv clear where he obtained 

. . J 

· it. He died in r66~. His 2.dn1inistr~tors were Rvckert \-an Rc::nsse!aer 
~ -

and Jan "\.'an Ba.el. _-\t- the sale of hi;; pt=r~onal effects they brought_ 983 
guilders 10 stin:~rs. H:s sih·er and jeweliery alone were sold Y.>r 5r2 -guild
ers 14 stiver:;. + His w-ife and i:hree children survived •nin1. The widow is 
said to have cti~j in I 7 I I, after 111arrying Hendrick J anse Roseboon1 in 
1695. One of Rutger·s daughters, ~:fargar~t, n1arried Jan Jansen Bleecker 
in. 1667, and becan1e the ancestor of the Bleecker family. Her husband 
was :\.1ayor o( A.lb2..ny in 1 joo. Engeitje, another daughter of Rutger, 
appears to hav·e becvme the wife of ).f elgert Abrahamse \i an Deusen .. 
Rutger~s only son was Hannan Rutgers.! 

The first m~ntion of this son to· be found in the records describes hin1 
as a priYa.te in th~ .B:1rg:1.er Corps of ~~,-v A.n1sterdam, .in 16:;3.~ He mar
ried Catarina, daughter of Anthony de·Hoogcs, Secretary of the:· .. : Colonie" 
of Ren·ssdaerS\\""\.·ck, after whon1 the n1ountain ~, _.\nthonv:s ~ose" in the 
Hudson H ighla~ds was na1nccL i! Harn11n was a bre\\~ei, as his father wa-s 
before hin•. He i!!heri:ed the" ·van Xoorstrant brew-house. In l\Iarch, 
16751 he ; 1:) 1.rg~t 2 .. brc·~·:ery o!l ~he ea:;tern half of the present Exchange 
Block in .:\ il,.any:- and sold it two n1onths later. 'l The Durch Church; of 
which he a1:cl his wife were members~** caiied upon hin1 to supply the beer 
for fu:-:erals.t~ _ls t"!-:e n1ourners could not speak English, the beer fortu-
·natelv did not farni5h them on these occasions with an iil-timed pun. In 

J . • 

1678, the Collector of Excise charged Harn!a..11 with selling beer to the In-
dians unla,"·fully:- bat the complaint was disn1issed, a-nd he continued to 
prosp~r. He bought two houses and lots in -~lbany in 1683.!! _-\.bout the 
year I 693 the I ndia..."1s had beco1ue so troublesome in the neighborhood of 
Albany: destro_ying Harman's bar]ey crops, and n1aking 1uilitary ser~·ice 
against thern nece:5sary: that he was forced to remove to X ew York, taking 
with hi111 his n•:o sons~ .--\.nthony and Harn1an (2d). On l[ay 2, 1693, he 
bought the dwelling-house and brewery of Isaac de Forest (who had saileJ. 
from '"f exel ~with Rutger J ac0bsen and died in r672) from his heirs. They 
were on the north side of Stone Street, near \Vhitehai! Street, in New 
York.~~ The ;,,·ell uScd for the brewery is:-said to be still visible. 

On .New Yea.r's Day, 1694, Elsie!~ the daughter of Harn1an {1st), was 
married to Da\·i<l David5e Schuyler, at one ti1ne l-[ayor of _-\lbany. _:\fter 
his death she 1narricd the Rev. P~ter ·v as, of Kingston, Ulster County, 

. whon1 she probably n1et at .-\.lba.ny, where he was an occa::ional "suppiy/'lEI 
Harman·s ( 1st) elder son, Anthony, married Hendrickje Vandewater, 

• Pcarso:i•s Con:riot:r:o::is for t.'ie Genealr:>gics of ct-e Fir5t Settlers of Alban)· Cou.ity, from :i:63<> to 1800, 
• 1 0•1 I I' ••• g-Q .z:. - ., :m.::eL, ~ Lo,1e-.:c1ons. m.. ,-..5. 

: At abou: t?li~ dee the D1.:.:c.~ sc:tl-.:.-s a,.fopt.:t! permancr.c far.:1;ly name:.. s.,mc of .~em cook a p:a.m,-
11'\-T.J.ic, 3..,;: in ~he case 0:" H:i:-:-r:.:i.:: R:1:._., ... ,-. wi:i.:!1 ss .:•;:.:i-.·.1.'.cnc to K:lt:[:'rJ.·,m. and ocher- deri\·ec! th"!:r sur-

• + • • • u · d ·1· · · · · R J · • · h ·r· · names .ro:n ~"lei:- n:1!:v.: c,:,-..:1:-. ::1 .. o::.in•. nus. :iic cc:-.-:er.n:11a:. ot uc;er acousc:n:; :.;:-o: e:-, cum.~, 
who ca.me :o :-,;ew ~e::.=-:.::-i:1:i-! l:1 10::.:C". kt·i\t th:.: n:ir.u: \"an Schoenderwr>erdt. wh:ch h:1:; been shorte'l':.ed t.> 
V~ \\"oert <see p:-cfa•:e. Pl!'.;.:-... ;:1':;, -~~b:i:,y fi:-.:tt :--cm:e:-sl. Fo:- rcfcr-.:n~~e re, Ru.~er J.1c•.,b:sea an<i h~ fam
ily. sec :'t.fon::-dl's Al'· -any ,_~. ,::e-:;:i :;n, i:1,ic'i : c >"1...:.~:: . .:..;::::..n· :- Hi:-:cor:,· of ~e\v ~ ethcr:;md. i., ,.36, 4.~7 ; ii.. 
587. 591: P:.::,rsun"!. A1::.:..::i.y =- :rs: Sc:dcrs. ~n- ::;.s: !.:.,:..::-·~ H:.:-co:;· of Har!.:m. 1~,. :o;, :r,~. nr.,ce. 

go•c ■ :~ ••• ~ •• I L: ••. - ■ : • .: • l· ~ .... ■ ': ., •• ;, •• ,■ .... ··-. r , ...... -·"" ;·r· •.. ,.; •• '. - R- .• ...,.if'!. ~ .1. ..... ':'I .... :i ........ ~. ••J •• .1 •• .-. • ... .. ...... ._\ .... , 1 ...... ,L.. • :£, ::t., ...... ,a~ ... )t ···- .• 11 a. , r ...... , a... .cc:s'-' ......... , 
whom Rt1:.;cr m.t:-:ied .:l :-:=.:. ':. !-!e r:-:.=i~- ha ,·c t -~·::'~ t;:,; .,.,,., .f ;i ~~·•ri:,er ,..,·::'c. ~1.:::, •.•a.:~: R,,:.;cr i... not 
de:.erib-:d .1~ a ".\"'i~~ ,.," .. ~~ :::. :~'= ~:a~-: :i:,;•Jrd ,~t ::-:~ I, ~~~-=~ Ch~z:-c!-•• :z.s "·:L . ..; r.:.i .. i.&.U\· ,:.,r?~ :a ~:.;c!\ -::"~-::.:.. 
P:ofesso:- P.:a:-s1>:: i:s :i:.:..::1.Jri:1,· :o:- the S.t.)temcnt t:;.1.t i !.~:·:1.u1 wa::; :h-:: sun o:" R:.:.~;;c::- _i.,c~t:..::ien 1_.;1:,a:,:,• 1'" .rsc 
Set:lcrs, 93. ei.a;. ~ Ben ... •:::', .\l::n:-,:r 0:1 :'.\:,.:-::.c:s, 5:. 

4lf :,,funieir:; C-"\!!., :ii.,::;::.::.~.::,. .. ... :~&1:r.·:.c~:: .. i., 97. ·t l-iunsc!!.:-t c.-.11., i .• ::~ 50. 
:!:! L:~,c:- 3 ,,f 0":."Cd!i. p. :7, .-\~h..uiy Cuuary C.:r..,,":; (1!:i:.:e. 
§§ R:kcr"s .H::i.:-i=~. S,I • .5 ;2. : : ~lucscll':i .-\nn:a.l:i of Albany~ i., ~::. 
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of New York, on Decernber 30, 1694, and went to housekeeping in :.he 
Dock \Vard, east of Bro.ad Street. . I-le \\·as a brewer, and for sonie years 
appears to ha i.:e been a baker as well. In I 699 he was. adn1itted as a free
n1an in Xew \="ork. 
. The yqungcr, _Harn1an ( 2d), r1;:n1ained vrith his father, becan1e a brewer, 
and was admitted~ a freenian in· 1696. · · ·. 

In a census of New York,. taken about the year Ijo3, the fa111i!y of 
Harn1an F_utgers (rst) is represented as consisting of two n1ales between 
sixteen and sixtv ,·ears of cl.!Z.e, one fe?nale, one female child, and two male - ~ - . 

negroes. ·rhe first three '"·ere evidently the eider Harn1an ( r:st ), his wife, 
and his son Harnia.n ( 2d). A.nthony's household in the Dock \Vard was 
con1posed of himself, his \-rife:- two sons, and one negro won1an. Ha-rm.an 
Rutgers (1st) died in IjII, "being very ancient and weak in body,"' as he 
describc=s. hitns.elf in his wilL * He 1eft his entire estate to his widow Cath
arine for life~ and directed it to be divided after her death among his three 
children by his ~; \\"ell-beloved friends,'' Nicholas Roosevelt, Johannes .K.orf
byd, and Jaco.bus Goe let. 

\Ve \Yill fol!o\,. first the fortunes of Anthony Rutgers. the son of 
Harman Rutgers ( rst,l, and grandson of Rutger Jacobsen. A.nthony 
was probably named after his n1aternal grandfather, .A.nthony de Hooges, 
the fa.n1ous Secretary. In I ,05 he buys a dw.eiiing-house an<l lot 0:1 Smith 
(no\v \.Villiam) Street and a !ot ·beyond the land gate on the l\ ew Street. 
In ··1710 he had become a resident-of the Korth \Vard, above \Yali Street, 
and in that vear and the two 1.·ears succeeding: he was an assi;ta:r,t alder-

J J ~ 

man from that .ward. He represented it as A.ld~rn1an from 172 7 to I i34• 
He \Vas a~so a menlber of the Colonial A.ssen1bly from 1726 to I i37• In 
I 717 he boug:ht land on l[aiden Lane and he had a brew-house and resi
dence on the north side of that street between \\-illis.m and X assau Streets. 
He also purchased a tract of farn1 iand lying northwest of the present junc
tion of Broadwar and Chambers Street, and extending to the North River. 
In 1 j23 he bought ten acres here, and in 17:5 thirty-six more. 

In this neighborhood there was at this time a large S\\~amp which 
caused a great deal of malaria. It was included in a piece of se\.·enty 
acres of public land which the local government could only iease for life. 
Anthony presented a -petition in I j.30 to the authorities in England. asking 
that .the swan1p- n1ight be granted to hjn1 so that he could drain it, which no 
mere life-tenant would undertake to do. Governor Cosby was directed to 
make such a grant by an order of the King in Council, made at Han1pton 
Court, on .. August 12, 1731. An order was nu.de accordingly in the 
Council of X ew York, on December 16, Ii 33. t .. .\.nthony,. known as 
Captain Rutgers., ,vas still living near \Villiam Street in Ii 3 t.! At about 
this time he built hin1seif a house on his new farm. He was a men1ber 
.of the graoo jury which in I 74I investigated the Negro plot.§ His first 
wife having died he had inarried the widow Cornelia Benson, daughter 
of Johannes Roos., A.ugust z 5, I 716. Anthony died in I i 46, and she 
survived him until I ;60. He left behind him one son, Peter, a grandson, 
Anthony (3d), son of a deceased son, A.nthony (zd), and five daughters, 

* Datcc ).{.:u·,;h ">. ":':!"!>. provctl .-t?r:i 2;. 171 I, L:ocr s of \\."'i~:s. p. 3~ N. Y. S::m>~3:~s Office. . 
t Lonc!co !l,-.cli:-::-:r.t::-, x.~:v .• :4-i; L.~,! ~>.:;.;,ers. x .• 171: :-l. Y. Ce:t.:.i~cii lfim.:tcs, xvi •• 277; \"a~-eo..rme's 

Man".lal of th-e Co,~n .... r. Co:.i::.c1! for: 18~, .:=9. 
: N. Y. G:uc::ttc, ?\,j. ~-::t. . • 
§ Mrs. La:nb's Hi~ury ofXew Ycrk~ i., 582. 
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an1ong who1n his pro?erty was divided.* One daughter, Eisic, had married 
Leonard l:.ispenaru in· I 7 41,- and he. bought -the ot!v~r .shares in the North 
River estat~ in 1 748. .It becatne known _in consequence as -~ the Lis
periard farm," and the str~ets which afterward traversed it took the fa.n1i1y 
nan1es of Leonard, Li::penJ.rd, ancl .Au.thony ( now \\~ orth Street). The 
old New· York . Hospital· b!.tilding :ifterw.ard occnpied a p:;rt of thi-s estate. t 
l.1ispenard \Vas a prori1inent citizen. He was a meniber of the Provincial 
Congrc:ss of New York,! and also of the Stamp _\ct Congre:Ss. Another 
daughter of t.'1e first A.nthony was l\-fary, who. in Decen1ber, I749., became 
the wEfe of the Re,-. Henry Barclay, rector of 1 .. rinity Church.§ His narne 
is perpettta-ted in Barclay Street. l-Iis bride was a lady '' of great n1erit and 
valuable accon1plishn1ents.': il The Post/Joy ~ contains a poem on t.1:ie-wed
ding addressed to ·' Inspiring Phcehus.'· l\[rs. Barclay died in 1788, and 
the· i.~dl- l"ork-Juu.rnal. ==-* in r.e.cording th.e fact, says that she was ·' j_ustly 
esteen1ed for her exalted piety, and as she was ren1:irkably charitable, the 
poor have lost a valu:ible iriend.1

' Her daughter Curnelia n1:1rried Colonel 
Stephen de 1.3.ncey, and anotb.er daughter, A.nna Dorothea, was the wife 
of Colonel B!:!\·erh,· Robinson. Her son, Coioncl Thon1as Barclav, n1arried 
Susan de Lancey; and had a large fan1ily. Three of his daughte;s n1arried 
respectively \V1lliam B. Parsons, Schuyler Living:Ston, anc. Peter G. 
Stuyvesant. 

The oldest child of _-\.nthony Rutgers (1st) ~;ho lived to maturity was 
his son Peter. He was born in 1,01, beca1ne a bn~wc::r in ~Iaid(:n Lane, 
and married Helena Hoogland. He. was an assistant aldenuan from the 
East '\Vard fron1 Ij30 to Ii34, and was spoken of as an ''eminent mer
chant." He W::!S Cap.tail" o.f the First Inde-penden-t Company of Cadets. 
He died in _-\..ugust, 1 j 45. :, H~ was a gentle!u1n much esreemed for his 
generosity and fatherly aff~ction to bis con1pany, and his funeral was 
attended by almost z.ll the principai inhahitants of this place, being uni
versally lan1ented. ,. tt His eldest son, A.nthony, was a fa.;,,;yer, and married 
Elizabeth, daughter of.Charles \Viilian1s, Naval Officer of the Port of New_ 
York. This . ..-\.nthony died in I i54, and his widow, t\vo years after, married 
Colonel frederick Phiiipse, last p:roprietor of the manor of Phiiipsbnrgh. 
She was described in the 1.Vew .YL1rk Jlercur_,1·ll as ;, a very agre~able lacy~ 
and possessed of eveTy virtue and acco1nplishm·ent that can adorn her s.e:x 
and n1ake the n1arriagc -state . truly happy." Peter's daughter, Helena, 
married John ~Iorin Scott. He ,v~s a graduate of "\tale College and a dis
tinguished la \\ver and politician. He sen:ed as brigadier-generai in the 

J .... .... 

Revolution. In Iii1 he became Se.cretary of State of New York, and he 
was a n1en1ber of the Continental Congress in I j82 and I j83. His son, 
Le~\-is ... .\Ilaire Scott, was also s~cretary of Sta~e of New York.§-§ Helena 
Rutgers, the widO\V of Peter, died in December, I j 7 3, '' at her house in 
the Fly.''" I! ll 

.. A.nthony Rutgers (2d), the younger brother of Peter, and son of 
Anthony (1st), married :\.larg.1.rit:?. K.iopper on January 10, 1741, and died 
before his father. He left an oniy son, Anthony A. Rutgers, whom we 

• Sec hi:; v.·;:i, Lib. :::6. o. n. N. Y. Surro;::tc:-"s Orfa:e. 
t ~!rs. u:nb"s ~c:w \"or~ ~-cL ~-. ;::3, nozc; 1i •• .3c7. 
::: fl•., ii .. 3.z, D->le. 
§ fl-.• i., 63::. For a~ .:U:COU"Jt of the Ba..•·d.1.y :..;.:::.~1:-· -::.·,~lr Hoig:ite's Amc...-ic:a:i G~e:&!og;, p. 122. 

I Postb:-;y. Dcccm~cr ~~. :i:;,49- 'If l>cc-==bc:- 2.:i~ ::;-~~- •• Ju.ric 1:2, r,.SS. 
tt Pos:IX,:-•. Au.:'.!S: :: .... 1:-~5. :: ::::,eptembcr 'I]. 1756. 
§§ }[r::;. u.r.b'::; Ne,.1,· York. ii..~?. :?.:>te z.. t"° n\)tc, 255. 308. · 
:; lCaidc:n Line. Ri .. ·in~ton s :-.;cw Y"r~ G.ucm:. Dci:embcr .30. 1m. 
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shall call _:\.nthony (3d). His grandfather, A.nthony (1st), left him his brew
house and residence .in i\faiden Lane. He also received a share of the 
farrn on the Xorth Ri"i;er. On June 6, I 762,-_ he married Gertru-yda, 
daughter of Nicholas (.;ouverneur4 of ~ewark, N. J.~·" a young l~dy of 
great beauty and znerit, :-- * which qualities seem to have been the con1n1on 
prqperty of ·au young ladies of that ~ay; Anthony .(3d) O?tned· the Rane
lagh Gardens at the head of Broadway, whtre Duane Street now crosses it. 
They were leased to one Jones, who gave entertainments in them. A. band 
?f music played_ t~ere ~n .l\[ondays and Thursdays. In I ii 5, Anthony Rut. 
gers is nan1ed as Captain. of the Second Company of ~-\rtillery, one of the 
,: new companies raising.'' He .subsequently-.remo"·ed to N cwark and died 
there in· I 784, leaving four· so:ns and- two daughters. His son • .\nthony A. 
(Anthony, 4th) was a merchant and at one ti1ne lived at Cura~oa. He was 
one of the original sharehol9ers of ~he Tontine Coffe~. House. On A:gril 
17, 1 j90, he n1arried Cornelia, daughter of Hugh Gaines,. the editor, pub
lisher~. and printer. ,~ The .schooner which lay in the Easr River was 
decorated in honor of the occasion with a verv numerous varietv of the - ., 
colors of all nations and exhibited a most bea-ntiful appearance.'~ t Har-
man G. Rutgers, also a son of A.nthony (3d), married Sarah, another 
. daughter of Hugh Gaines . 

.N"icholas Gotnrerneur Rutgers was also a son of .-\nthony (3d). He 
started in busines swith his grandfather's house, Gouverneur & Ken1 ble, 
and was afterwrd at the head of the firn1 of Rutgers" Sean1an & Ogden, 
at 79 Pe:a:rl Street, who \vere the agents in· New York of _..\.nthony {4th). 
Nicholas G. Rucgers was aiso for many years president of the 2\·Iutual 
Insurance Company·. He married Cornelia~ daughter of John Livingston, 
and granddaughter of Robert Livingston~ third owner of the n1anor. .A.fter 
her death.Nicholas·married his third cousin, Eliza Hoff1nan. He died in 
185 7, at the age of eighty-six, leaving behind hi1n two. sons and several 
daughters, ail children of his tirst wife. 

\Ve will_ now ret~rn to Harn1an (2d), the brother ~f .:\.nthony (1st), son 
of Harn1an ( 1st), and grandson of Rutger Jacobsen. \\1e left him living 
with his father in Stone_ Street, and engaged in business with him as a 
brewer. In his fan'iily Bible· he makes the following entry as of Decen1ber 
.2 5, L706 : " I, Harman Rutgers, was n1arried to Catharina l\lf.eyer by 
Don1inie De Booys. i\lay the Lord grant us a long and happy life to
gether. .:\.1nen.'· He bought land on l\-[aiden Lane at about this time 
an~ added to. it after\Vard. \Vhen his father, Harman { 1st), had died in 
1711, Harman (2d) ren1oved to a house on the north sid~ of !-1:aiden Lane, 
at the comer of the present -Gold ·Stree4 and established a brewerr there . 

. __ He thus n1entions the fact in his Hible : '' I 7 I I, December 4th. \Ve re
moved fron1 mother's house to our own place in the Vly, and have n1ade 
the first beer there the Zj,th of Decen1ber. l\ia.v the I..ord bless us i-n the . ~ 

work of our hands." Gold Street, between ~laiden Lane and John Street, 
was for n1any years known as Rutgers Hill. Catharine. the widow of ·H:tr
!llan ( 1st), lived- at the house in Stone Street until her death. It was sold 
1n I 729.! Harman ( 2d) -lived a prosperous and quiet life. He was 
honored with the title of C~ptain, which seen1s to have been hereditary in 
the family. He. was one o~ the struck jury in the fan1ous_ Zenger trial in 

• New York l\.[crc.1ry. June :r~ z,62. 
1' New York f.:"lur:-.a!. April::::. 1790. 
! Libcr 3, oi"Deeds. ?• 315. N. Y. Rcg:.~tcr':s Office 
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I 7 35. Zenger had reflected in his newspaper upon the course-of Governor 
Cosby·s supporters in the Council. in th~ controversy w:ith Rip Van Dani, 
President of the Coun~iL .. He ·was indicted for seditious -libel. The jury 
acquitted him and sttstained the-freedoin of the press. Gouv~meur l\if orris 
_once said that this :rial was "the genn o( -~n1erican freedon1.,, * Harn1an 
(-2d) .laid _up su:ffic!cnt .rnoney in· tir-ne to purchase a farn1 of over a hundred 
acres, lying east of the site of Cha-than-:.. Square, and comprising all of. the 
present Se\·enth \Va.rd west of ~lontgornery Street and a part of the Fourth 
\Vard. It ha.d a long wat~r-front on the East Ri\rer. This land supplied 
his breweries with barley. He bought the greater portion of this estate 
from the widow and children of Hendrick Comeli:;son Van Schaick in 
:r728. He acquired the rest in 1-732 and 1733. The °'ran Schaick farm 
was the original Bowery No. 6, granted to Cornelis Jacobson Stille early 
in the Dutch regin1e. In 17.28 the fanu-house stood on the Bowery road 
at about what is now the southeast corner of East Broadway and Oliver 
Street. The barn was n~ar tne present southeast corner of Catharine an<l 
Division Streets. t On this farm Hendrick Rutgers~ secor..d son of Harman 

. ~ 

(2d), took up his residence and had a brew-house during his fa.thcr:s life. 
In 173r the New York .-\ssembly n1et in "the house oi 11r. Rutgers near 
the Bowery road/" 011 account oi the sn1all-pox which was prevalent in 
town.t Captain Rutg~rs' wharf is mentioned as one of four piaces for 
batteri~s in 1745. Catharine, the wife of Harman (2d): died on February 
28, 1737. His Bible notes the fact as follO,\."S: "l\.ly dearly beloved wife __ _ 
Catharine Rutgers rested in the Lord.,, A newspaper of ::\'larch 1, Ii3i, 
gives further details: l\Irs. Rutgers." eat her breal\.fast as usual and about 
nine or ten d clock w:as taken with a fit and dved about four in the after-

~ 

noon, without speaking a word, to the great surprise of her sorrowing 
family and friends.:' The w~dower consoled himself by marrying Margaret 
de Forest, a granddaughter of Isaac de Forest, who formerly owned the 
Stone Street brewery. Harn1an ( 2d) died in August, I 7 53. The Gazette 
of .August 13, 1753, contains the following paragraph: "T'hursday last 
departed this life in an advanced age 1\lr. Hermanus Rutgers, a very 
emine·nt bre,ver of this city and a worthy, honest t~ian. ~, He had two sons 
and three daughters who lived to a n1ature age, and they were all children 
of-his first wife. His son Hannan (3d) died before him. Of his daughters, 
Elsie n1arried John ~[arshall, Catharine married .... -\brahan1 ,,ran Hor:ne, and 
Eva married John Provoost. Eva's eldest son, Sann1el Provoost, '"·as rector · 
of Trinity Church, and afterward the first Protestant Episcopal bishop 
of New York. He was the first ... .\1nerican bishop consecrated1 the rite 
being .perforn1-ed in his case l:>y the ::...c\.rchbishop of Canterbury. 

Harman (2d) left his d\v~lling, store-house, malt-house, brew-house, 
negro kitchen, mait-n1ill and mill.house on 1'-Iaiden Lane and Rutgers 
Street (on Rutgers Hill) to the widow of his son Harmsn (3d) for life.§ 
She was Elizabetn Benson, daughter of Harn1an (2d)'s sister-in-la\v, ~Irs . 
. Anthony Rutgers, by her first husband. .-\ft~r Elizabeth's death the estate 
was to go to her eldt::st son, Robert ( rst). She appears to have carried on 
the brewery herself for some ti1ne, II but finally gave it up to Robert (1st) 

H• ',• ,. • • ''° T - \.• ,- U I " L.. •Dunlap's 1stOI")' o • • -.cw 11: -~-:-;c, 1.~ ~: !,,,:-s .... mi.• c; _..,cw .a:OrK. L. S=-
t In Va?cr:.tine's ::,\fanc.a!, tSS:, ?- 52r, is a view of the llowcry•l"03.d showing this house. . 
! 11::-s. Lamb's ~cw Yo:-k. i., ,::35. This may ~ave been :he new house of Anthony (1:st).. who_ was a 

mcn:.bcr of the Le2ista:.u.-c a.t ~,at nme. 
§ Lib. 18 of ".Vuls. p. 347. :X. \'. Surro~a.cc's Of5cc. 
IN. V'. His~cricai Sc:.cir::y Collectioos. 1$or. xiv., p. J.3.1 
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as h~r tenant. In her old age she becan1e noted as the _plaintiff in the saj.t 
of Rutgers vs. \Vaddington. She had iled frOln New York .at the opening of 
the Rc\·olution; an<l the defendant \\Tad<lington had occupied her honse 
u?~er Brit~sh mi~itary" au~hority. 'fhe Legisl_att1re of N:ew York passed an 
act~ giving a right of action for trespass to the former owner against the 
ccc~1p~nt !n s;1d~ C:lSt!S.- This suit w.a.s tried in 1 ,S4 a.nd m:i<le a test.case . 
.,_e\Jex.ander Hatnilton :ippeared .as counsel for the: defendant. His argu
ment was successful. The court disree:arded · the ·statute and decided· in .... 
favor of "\Yaddington. This d~ci:;ion affected many si111ilar actions, and 
was regarded as a 5,eat Tory victory. A mass n1eeting was held to pro
test against it.*. Elizabeth becar11e a resident of Red I-I ook.· Dutchess 

· Count}·, and died in Ii95• She ha-d three sons and three daughters. The 
eldest of these was Robert Rutgers (~st), who married Eiizabeth, <laughter 
of Dr. "\Villian1 Beekman. Robert's son GerJ.rd married l\fargaret Sarah, 
daaghter- af.. Niehol-a-s Bayard. Gerard a11d his.brother Robert-(~) beeame 
resid~!HS of Bellcviile~ ~,. J. Their sister Catharine married St~phen Van 
Cortiandt and also li\·ed in ~ew Jer~ey. . 

rfhe third Harrnan,.s second son, -Harman (4th), was a n1e-rchant and 
died unmarried. His t~:ird son was Captail'.! Anthony Rutgers. In 1754 
he was captain of a "sr.ow.=> H-e is n1entioned once as sailing fron1 Port 
Roya.L In r75S and r ;59 he con1manded the privateer snow'' Boscawen/' 
and sent several prizes into Xew \""ork. In 1760 he had ti1e letter of 
marque brig King George:. In I ;65 and I j66 he was .A.ssistant Alderman 
from the ~orth \\·a.rd.·· rte owriecf a rope-walk in conjunction with. Jicob Le 
Roy prior to I j69, and afterward carried on the business alone at hi5 store in 
Maiden I..ane. He is said !o have been one of the twenty-three original n1em
bers of the New York City )1asonic Society. They w~re all se:?.-captains, 
and their certiiicates were dated January 8, 1770. In I7i5 .-\.nthony was 
a member of the Kew \-ork Provincial Congre~s. He died in 1814,. t An
thony's partner, Jacob Le Roy, n1arried successively his two sisters Cor
nelia and Catharine Rutgers. and was the ancestor of a large fan1ily, among 
whom n1ay be mentioned his granddaughter Caroline, daughter of Her
man Le Roy, who was the second ~-:ife of Daniel vVebster. li. younger 
sister of the wives of Jacob Le Roy ,,.-as na1ned l\-1ary, and n1anied An
thony Hoffman. Their daughter Eliza Hoffman became the second wife 
of her kinsn1an Nicholas G. Rut2"ers and had no issue. She survived him 
and lived.in Ne\""' Bruns'\\--itk, .N". '}. 

Harman (2d)~ having left the greater part of his l\laiden Lane prop
erty to the fan1ily of his deceased son Harman {3d), provided for his 
younger son Hendrick: by leaving hiin in his will his farm near the Fresh 
\Vater, in the Out \V ard, which he had bought fron1 the Van Schaicks and 
others, '' where he my said son now lives. ''t This devise included a ·brew
house which stood on that part of the farn1 now bounded by Henry, );fadi
son, Jefferson, ~nd Clinton Streets. Hendrick was born on F ebrnary 20, 

1712. \Vhen he was thirteen years old he was apprenticed to his cousin by 
marriage, Thomas Thong, n1erchan t, for seven years. Thong undertook 

-.Mcltasr:ers' His:ory of the PC-Jple of the U:titcd State!>. i. 125. 2r9, :no; ~cw 'r0 C\rk Packet. :Sovc::n
bcr 4 • .i:72.t. See Dawso:i's ;:,::amp::!·::: en.rider.. The case of E!u:2.::-:~ Ru~ers v. Joshua Wac.:ii.npn., de
iermi:icc m r:hc !\fayor's c-,~:-: in :!"le Ci:y of New York. .-bgust 7, :;-5.4. 

7 ·n1e nu:nhcr of And:o:iy~ a..~.:! Hrt:1,HJs in th~ R,.:rger.:: family- =akes it diffic:uir:_ tq be accurate in de
!e::-:ninir.g woid-1 one is referred to ~n any ;:isrr.cuiar instance by concc:mporary records. 

! Sec his wi.11, Lib. 15, p. 34i, S. \". St!J':"Oga:e·s Omcc. · 
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"to cause said apprentice to be taught the A.rt or ~'.listory of a Merchant.''* 
On January q, 1 ;.32,-Hcndrick marri~d Catharine d_e P~ys_te;r, daughter of 
Johannes de Peyste:-, at one time- :\fayor of New York .. t ln .his fam~iy 
Bible he states that the ceren1ony was performed by "1ny unde, the Rtv. 
Pet~r \Tas, pre1cher at 1'.ings::on ~n Esopus." i Hendrick was the 
fourth of his :fa:mily.,. son after ia:.ther, who n1a:rried a Cath3:1"~t!. In 173S 
he·was· an ensign in· Captain \-aI~ Horne\; co:np:1ny of militi~ and \\"3.S·pro
moted to the seconci" licuter.antcy in Captain V J.n \Vyck's. Soon after his 
father·s death in I 753,. Hendrick built a residence for hin1self, with bricks 
brought from Holland, on the East River fann near the brew-house. 'rh~ 
site of this house is now covered by the biock bounded by .l\.Ionroe, 
Cherry, Jefferson, .and Clinton Streets. This was then close to the. rivet. 
\Ve know that die: house was completed by Noven1ber, 1755, bc:cause the 
Lisho.n earthquake on. the fifth of that month shook down the iron window
bars which \\.·ere leaning against its walls in the day-time.§ Just west of 
the br~,v-house was. a rish-pond which e1nptied into the ri\per bctwe~n the 
p·resent Rutgers and Jefferson Streets. .-\ garden east of the house re-
ruained uncha:nged for over a century~ and another garden and various 
outbuildings occupied the land between the house and the brewery. 

The city in time grew-toward Hendrick's farn1, and he had a portion 
of it iaid out in streets and lots. He agreed with Jarnes de Lancey on a 
boundary line between their farms. It ran along Division and Little Di
vision {now :\[o!1tgomery) Streets, from which circun1stance those nan1es 
are · derived. Hendrick nan1ed Catharine Street after his wife. );!1di
son Street '"·as called Bancker· Street and then Bedlow, after two of nis 
sons-in-la\v. Henn· Street bears the nan1e of one of his sons. Harn1an 
Street has becon1e - East Broadway. The present Rutgers Street W~5 so 
called on the map as early as I ii5- · Oak Street once bore that nan1e, 
but it became so disreputable that the nan1e was changed in deference 
to the family. George and Charlotte Streets have dropped their royal 
titles and are to-day plain l\1arket and Pike Streets. II \Vhen the war 
broke out, Hendrick, \\.'1th the other patriots, was obliged to leave the city, 
and -took up bis residence at Albany._ He;re. he died in 1 ii9• His death 
is noted in Rivington's Ro}'al Gazette~ as follows: "On the thirteenth in
stant died at .-\lbany, in his sixty-ninth year, Hendrick Rutgers, Esq., a 
member of the Dutch Reformed Church ~nd a ge?tle1na11 of very large 
estate in this city." In his will he gives nvo hundred pcunds a year to his 
widow. To his son, Henry,-·hc leaves 3:ll his land between Rutgers and 
Clinton Streets, including his house, brew-ho.use, and other buildings. His 
other property"he divides among his chil<lren. ** His household effects ,vere 
appraised at £922 7s. I=id., and his silver)>late alone at £1I9.tt He had:· 
three sons named Harn1an, the first two of whom died in infancy. The 
third w=as a..mercha~t a.Rd never marrief.I. He was killed at the battle of 
Long Island, on A~aust 2 i, 1776, while fighting against the British troops.tt 

* Libcr 29 of Deeds. p. 294- ~- Y. Re:;i:;tc~s Office. 
t For an account of the cic Peyster family -:;id~ \ialenti."?e's Manual, :1:861, p. 556. 
~The orii;inai c::tries in this Bi~!e :l.,d t~e one of P..ar::13n quoted above are in the Dutch lani:1,!aCe. 
§ l ••.I. - ' . 1. " • " ,,- I • • "I -1 ~ 8 -.:. 'z.a.< p:crure 01 ::1:s a.ousc ~n 17~3 111 -·a~er.tu:c·~ .• • .'.Ul't!.t..1, I .. 5 , p. ~-
I See Po.:;t'!:- Ot,l .St.eet!'- oi Xew V,,rk. ,- Acgust 7, :779. 
•& Lib. 33 .:,:\V,iis. p. 30r., ~cw \",:.rk SJ.:~:i~=·s Offi.:e. 
tt I have a:1 o!,~ ::npre~.,ion o! a 0,(J(,k-?i.:u:e ut H cn~rick Rutb"!rs w:th h:s C03.t--:>f-arm~. which l -.nt-~ to 

describe: arm'.'.. a !.:e:i r:im?:t:-:.t :;urmoun:ed of a i~=-. d:a..·ieC. with :i. 5-Q.r: o:i a. chief a d-et:?~-cai;:~c d.isp~.a::,,~ 
aest; a d,:mi-wilc-rr>a::i h.:.,lJm~ a o.l.t:Jn O\.-er hi~ heac. : :nett.a. tanter da. cir. which I ca.'lnot trJlS!ace. 

;; l\lrs. Lamt:is ~cw York. ii.. x.:::. 
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Hendrick's eldest daughter, Catharine,. n1arried \Villiam Bedlow, grandson 
of Isaac Bedlow of Bedlow's Islahd. He was a sea-caotain. and afterward 
a n1~rchant. In 1784 he was postmaster of New Yo;k City. He had a 
son,. Henry, a. daughter, l\·[ary, \yho 1)1arrie4 J o_hn Be~kn~, * an:d another 
daughtt!r, Catharine~ wife: of Dr. Eb~nczer Crosby, who had con1e to New r ork _fron1 Brainu:ee.. l\.Iass ... :and "". a.s at one time surgc::on of Generai \Vash
ington's (;uard, and after\,,-n.rd professor of medicin~ at Colun1bia CoH~ge. 
He was the ancestor of the Crosby ian1ily of New York. Henry Be<llow's 
_son,_ Henry, was at one tin1e ..:\[ayor of ~ ewport, R I. Hendrick~ s second 
daughter, Anna, became )Irs. \\rillian1 Bancker. Her granddaughrer,
Elizabeth de Peyster, married Henry Ren1sen, who w:as private secrc:!tary 
to President J ~erson, and for n1any years President of the l\fanh~ttan 
Company. Hendrick's hYO younger daughters married respectiveiy Gc::rard 
de Peyster and Dr. Stephen .:\lcRea~ 

'riie only son of Hendrick ~vho sun·ived hitn was Hendrick., or H$i=y, 
Rutgers. He was born ·on October 7, r 743, and was gradu1ted 3.t K.ings 
(now ·c0Iun1bia) College in the class of 1766. . He e.ntered tr.e Continen
tal army at the outbreak of the Revc1ution. 'On 1Ia.y 8, 1775, c; Captain 
Rutgers, t at the head of his co111pany of grenadiers, ,net ti1e :Bostou, Con
necticut, and~ ew York ~eiegates to Congress at the Ferry and proceeded 
with then1 to X ew3.rk. !, He \\.·as still a captai:i in r 7 76 and took p;1rt in 
the battle of \Vhite Plains. ·' He continued actively and u.:;efully (!111pioyed 
as an officer until the_ close of the ,,·ar." ! 2\-Ieanwhiie, during the occu• 
pation of New· "\:'-ork ·by th.e British. ~r111y, the Rutgers house was used as a 
hospital. 1"he marks of c9n1i.sc~tion on its doors ·were visible in r 8 30. 
The brewery w:as u:)ed Jirst as lhe hospital kirchen and afterward as a re-
positorv "Of naval stores.s .. --\t the end of the weir Henn· t.:?.d becc!!le the 

J -~ ., 

·o\vner of the hon1estead. He kept bachelor's hall there until his death, 
nearly fifty yea.rs later. He was possessed of great wealth, and it seems 
that he never · engaged in any business. . He found his time sufficiently 
occupied in attending to his estate, which he fortunately refused to sell 
when he had the op·portunity in I j8 3 .. l( He was an officer in the n,ilitia 
after the_ war. O·n October 24, I ;88, we learn that the· First Regin1ent 
N e,v York l1ilitia, under 1Iajor Henry Rutgers, was reviewed by Brig
adier-.General ~Ialcom. -f The parade ground was on his own land. On 
July 21: 1 j90,. '' Presidc::nr lVa:.hington and Governor Clinton, with the 
chiefs· of the Creek Nation; reviewed the legion ·of General )lalcon1's 
briga~e and Colonel Bau1n:i.n's regin1ent of artillery. The President 
signified his full approbation of their soldieriy behavior to Colonel Rut
gers, ,vho commanded then1.:: ** It was perhaps in honor of this occa
sion that the Colonel ordered a portrait of \Vashington fron1 Gilbert 

_St~art, which hung in the hall of the Rutgers hou~e until 1865. tt Colonei 
Rutgers "took a leading and zealous part in the politics of the coun-
try." tl He was a. !V[en1ber of A.sserubly in I ;84. In 1800 he was again 

*Foran account of the B~ekman fa:r.ily -:,,·ide Holgate's American. Gcnc:ilogy, p. 66. 
+ Probaoly Henry-
'! A sermon occ:isi,">ncd by the c!e:i.t.~ oi C.:>l():,.e! H~nry Rut;crs, pre:lchcd in the church in lbrkct S:recc 

February zS, r8_;o, b,; W:1!:a.m ~tc',forra..-, u.D. (Rut:;c:-s Pr::;s. N~w 'fork, :i:330). This sermon. i;ivcs 
co::i.~idc:-:ibi-: inforn-~1.i::,,r. re:.;.1::-..:1:,:; ('o:,mcl Rl!:~Cr:»' iife. 

i Sec crJer of .'.\t.J.ju:--(.°;,:nc:-:i! 1'..:.:a~•».1. ~ew \".:>rk Historical Society Co!lccuo~ Y:.ii., p. 233.} 
i M:-s. 1.:"t~J'':.' ~cw \"..-1ri.:, ii .. 4:•:. no~e. 
'f Ne-.v· '\"u:-lc (~:izet:c, O-::-,hc:- j,:. :;--:3,::t 
*• Contemp'l:--..r.ry .f •,..:r:iai : 'lie-: .).!rs-. l...u:ib's ~cw York, ii., 304-
tt f-· Joh:-aston•~ Ori;ir.;.c.~ P<.•r:.-- i;ts -j{ W.ishingtoa., ~. 10&. 

:+ l>r. !\-fc.).lurr:1:y's sermon, :;c::•ra. 
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nominated by the Republicans. This ca1npaign \\·as especially e-xciting, 
as the Legislature was to choose Presidential electors, and. the resuit 
depended on the vote of X ew York. A . great effort \\:as made . in the 
city to defeat• the Fc:deraiist party, as the \.·ote of the State t"t!rned, as 
usual, upon t~e contest in the n1etropoiis. Colonel Rutgers was eiected, 
as were also George .Clinton and General Hor~tio Gates. ,fhey ail 
voted for Republican electors, and the result was the election of Jeffer
son and Burr. Colonel Rutgers, in a letter written at _.\lbany, on l\.1-arch 
5, 18or, gives an account .of the festivities there on the day before in 
honor of Jefferson's inauguration. ''The Sixth and Seventh \Vards, I 

. . ~ 

fancy,:: he -adds, ",,·ere not asleep. It was often mentioned here that their 
exertions and success gave a Republican Presidency."' It was doubt-less. 
in view of his course on this and other such occasions that Dr. ~·Ic.o.Iurray 
says : " Of the correctnes$ of his QOlitical principles there ha \·e been and 
will be different opinions;:: but he goes on to say that ".his unin1peach
able n1oral character and unifom1 consistency gained hin1 the confidence 
and respect of those who \\·ere his opponents:- and procared for him an 
influence in his own party which he often exerted in n1oderating animosity 
and suppressing the feelings cf rancor." H.e was an _.\sser.oblr1nan in 18or, 
1802, and 1807. In 18 I I he assisted in raising funds {or building the first 
Tan1n1any HaiL On June 24., 1812, he presided at an in1ruense mass 
meeting in the Park, called for the purpose of supporting the war and 
encour~ging the construction oi fortification:;.* He was a regent of the 
Universitv of New York State from 1802 to 1826. He was elecred to 
succeed be \Vitt Clinton as president of the Public School Society in 
1828.t 

During all these years his property ,vas increasing in Yalue. He r~
membered the time when his father cculd stand at his door and call his 
men working on the iarm where Chatham Square now is, and he lived to 
see his private grounds reduced in size to the two blocks bounded by rvladi-
_son, Cherry, Clintqn, and Jefferson Streets. The entrance was on Jeffer
son Street. 'fbe rest of the farm was rapidly covered with houses, but the 
work of building ,vas not completed until after his death. l\:leanwhile his 
transactions in real estate were ven· extensive. He was accuston1ed to 
rent his lots on long leases to tenants -who .built their own houses. Over 
four hundred deeds and leases of his are on record in the Register's Office, 
but they were not ail given for a valuable con~ideration. 1n 1 i93 he gave 
seven lots to. the Dutch Church, but the gift lapse9-, as the church was not 
built within the specified tirue. A. present of four lots to the Scotch Church 
failed for the san1e reason. Some years later he gave two lots to the 
Second .Baptist Church. In I i9i he made a gift of iive lots on the north
west corner of Henry and Ru:gers Streets to the First Presbyterian Church, 
and he added two lots at another tin1e. He contributed a iarge amount .... 
toward building this church, and was one of its elders. A new church edi-
fice was erected on this corner some forty years ago. It was ·nnally sold, 
and becatne St. Teresa's Roznan Catholic Church. rfh~ old congregation 
n1oved up-town, and is now knov,-n as the Rutgers Presbyterian Church of 
l\.1adison i\ \"enue.! Colonel Rutgers also gave tht! ground for the 1\-larket 
Street Dutch Cf?-ur~.h at the northwest comer of lvlarket and Henry Streets. 

• :Mrs. Lamb's New York, ii., s8q. 
t V:ek Boume·s History oi ::he Pub~c Sd1ool Society. p. 109, and portrait of Col Ruqcrs at p. g6. 
l Mrs. Lamb"s New Yoric, ii.., 456. 
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He 1nade a large subscription to the building fund, and was an elder of this 
church fron1 irs organization to his <leach. ·rhe building belongs now to 
the Presbyterian Church· o.f the Sea and Land. I-n 1806 he presented a lot 
to the Frr.:e School Society for a· schooi-house-, · and an adjourning lot in 
1808.* He was always n1uch intercsred in the college at New Brunswick, 
N. J., which was founded in 177p .. as Que_en;s College by the· Dutch. 
Church. 

A.fter the Revolution it !ay dom1ant until Colonel Rutgers aided in calling 
it to life. lt received the name of Ratgers College .fron1 the trustees, '' as 
a mark of their respect for his character, and in gratitude for his numerous 
services rendered the Reformed Dutch Church."f Colonel Rutgers was 
accustomed to spend one-fourth of hi5 income in charity. For many 
yearsjie niade it a rule to give a cake and a book to every boy in the 
ward. who would call on hin1 on New ·Year's Day._ The children always-col
lected before the door, and he would m:tke thera an address of a religious 
c...~aracter. In rS19 he was a m~zubcr of a committee appointed to enter 
tnto· correspondence with ·citizens in various parts of the country, with a 
view to devising some plan for checking the spread of slavery. .:..::The!"e 
is scarcely a benevolent object or hun1ane institution which he has not 
liberally assisted.''! He relieved the poor individually, and supported 
desen1ing young men.§ In person he was a tal1, plain-looking man, with 
a kindly expression of face.II He died in 1830, in the house in which he 
had li\·cd nearly eighty years~ In hi~ wiil he di\i.ded his "worldly-estate 
with which God has abundantly blessed n1e '~ a1nong his numerous relatives, 
but the large5t share, including his,: mansion hollie and ali the land attached 
thereto/' he gave to his great-nephew,. \Villia.m B. Crosby, the grandson 
of his sister, Catherine BedlO\V. He had been left early an orphan, and 
'' Uncle Rutgers,'' as he \Vas affection3.tely kno,vn in the fan1ily, became his 
guardian and virtually adopted hin1. Colonel Rutgers had always lived 
simply, and in his will he directs his executors to avoid all ostentation at 
his funeral. The sun1 thus saved he le~ves to ap. infant school. He gives 
a suit of clothes. to each· of several servants, "but not a mo a.ming suit. '1 

It seems .strange to read in a \Vilt, made in New. York in 182 3, the clause 
in which he directs that,; my negro \Vench slave named Hannah, being 
superannuated, be supported out of my estate."~ His real estate at his 
·death consisted of ..;.z9 lots, and .wa;; appraised. at $907,9~9 .... -\fter Colonel 
Rutgers! death l\fonroe Street \Vas carried through the two blocks sur
rounding the house, a_nd this block on llonroe Street was called. Rutgers 
Place. The hoL1se was remodelled and its north side made its front. It 
stood thus, with a block of ground in lawn and garden around it, until after 
Mr: Crosby's death in 186 5. ** 1 t w-as then sold and torn do\VD. I ts site 
is now occupied by tenen1ent houses. 

Colonel Rutgers was aln1ost the last direct male representative of the 
family in N"ew York City. Since his death the nauie has entirely disap
peared here as a surname. In the-City Directory of 1883 it only occurs 
in the ,~ Rutgers Female College;' and the " Rutgers Fire Insurance 

• ).'!rs. La.Tab"s ~cw York, ii., 516. 
~ Ccnter.n;;i! of :he Thco~~g:.cal S:c-.inary :it ~ew Rr.ics~dc. pp. :1:13., 379-
: D;-. ).Id!..:rr:iy·s Scr::io::.: se= • .\;>?Ieton·s !;wgr:ti)!UC.U (;yclopzdi.;i. rii:.. Henry Rucgcrs. 
i Sc:-mon. su;,:-.1.. · 
: The porcr~t publi:;~d wi::h this .2..-:icle is ::akc:i !:-om ::he o:-:sinal painting. by foman. s:ill._in)he tamily. 

Dupl:c=::tc ~ri~in.-a}_:i arc owned~;" ch~~- y. H::ito~i ~ie;y :l!ld ·Ru~crs Coilege; N. J. 
1 Lio. c5 of W 1!ls. p. :::;,.lo ): ew "t orK ::,a:r~;;atc :S O:nce. 

'" •• Vitk pic:ure oi cc house in 1S5S. in V:tlcs:rioe"s }l.ma.'.11. 1833, p. :268. 



Company.>' The fom1er was named in honor of Colonel Rutgers, at the 
instance of ~fr. Crosbr, who i-p ~83~ gave the ·iots in l\1adison Street on 
which its original building stood. 1"'he insurance company was organized 
in 1853, and took the: na.n1e on account of the situation of its principal 
office on Chathan1 Square, near the old· Rutgers .farm. Its scrip and ~erti
fi.cates of stock bear the Colonel's portrait. But while· the family name 
has become extinct in this city, the descendants of the .first Harman Rut
gers, bearing other surnan1es, who reside here, may be nun1bered by 
hundreds. To many of them it may b~ interesting to learn something of 
their ancestors, and to find that ·thev were honest, industrious, well-to-do, 
pious Du-tcluuea. It is in this .~nterest only that the justification lies for 
collecting and publishing these simple records. 




