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l.Jife at the Furnace, Forge and the Forest 
By W. Ray Metz 

The re1nains of the past are rapidly di1ninishing with the changes of our 
American culture and the only things that still linger are the beautiful 1ne1norie~ 
of the days gone by. 

Scattered here and there over the wooded hills and ,·allevs of central PennsYl-, . 
vania, and especially in the valley of the Blue Juniata River and its tributaries. 
may still be found the ruins of many an old iron furnace or forge. Each is an in­
teresting ruin. Although today they are 1nerely piles of large stones or portions of 
old foundation walls just peeping through coverings of underbrush and briars. 
making breeding places for snakes and insects, these places were, about the beginnin~ 
of the nineteenth century, the scenes of great activity. They were the centers of 
communities where the ironmasters and their dependents lived, loved, and labored. 
There the pioneer ironmakers of Pennsylvania, toiling hard, produced iron needed 
for manifold purposes. Thus, they played their part in laying the foundation of a 
great commonwealth. 

Scarcely a trace is left of these once busy establish1nents - no longer can be 
heard the splashing of the water over the great ,vater wheels or the thundering of 
t~e forge hammers. No longer can be seen the clouds of black smoke and red dust 
billowing from the furnace stacks or the sparks and flan1es spitting from the cupu­
loes. Gone are the bustling offices, stores, blacksn1ith shops and casting sheds, the 
charcoal sheds, the dams, and most of the little log or stone cottage homes of the 
workers. 

Gone, also, are the familiar sounds of the forest, the thud of the axes, the 
crashing of the great trees, the loud call of the teamsters, the snap of the teamsters~ 
long leather whips, the tinkling of their bow bells, the screech of their wooden axles. 
the whine of their brakes, and the smell of burning wood. Gone, too, are the ,vorkers 
and the ironmasters themselves. All have disappeared from the furnace, forge and 
fo:est, and today they are just another memory in nTy garden of beautiful n1e1n­
ones. 

In the spring of 1811, Daniel Royer of Franklin County and John R.oyer of 
Huntingdon County, ironmasters, came to Woodbury township, Huntingdon Coun­
ty. in search of a site to establish an iron plantation. They found a suitable location 
about three miles below Williamsburg on the south bank of the Juniata River and 
purchased of John Canan and Margery, his ,vife, six parcels of land by deed dated 
December 20, 1811, containing 2,113 acres and the three major necessities for a suc­
cessful forge, viz; a nearby source of pig iron, water power and fuel. Here they estab­
lished their plantation and named it Cove Forge. This forge, when co1npleted, had 
two hammers and four fires, viz; three refineries and one chaf ery. 

Bar iron was the principal product of this forge, and to transport it to Pitts­
hurgh, the main iron 1narkct, inYoh·ed an expense of $20 to $40 per ton. 

Cove Forge continued in operation sc,·enty-four years and e1nployed ahout 
twentv-five to thirtv 1nen steadilv. 

' ' ' 
From the time cast iron ,vas first 1nade in the fourteenth century or earlier. 

son1e process had to be devised for refining it. 'fhus, refinery forge~ can1c into 
existence. Like the bloomeries and blast furnaces. the refinery forges of Pennsyh·ania 
were patterned after those of England and the 1nethods employed were English. 
Pig iron in rough bars from five to six feet long and about six inches wide was used. 
Two or three were put into the first hearth called the "refinery", one end being 
placed in the charcoal fire. As the ends softened under the heat of the blast in thP 
deep fire pot, the portions of the bars outside the fire ,vere pushed in. The "finers'~ 
worked the mass with long iron bars into a lump called a "half-bloom". This process 
was similar to that of making "blooms" at the bloon1eries. The n1ass was slung by 
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1neans of hooks and tongs fro1n the hearth and placed under a \\'eighty hanuner 
driven by a water ,vheel in order to refine it or to han1mer out its impurities. The 
first process in the fire had done 1nuch to drive out the carbon. The half bloom, 
placed in the "refinery" once more and heated to a bright red color, ,vas worked 
under the hammer again, this time into an "ancony" - a flat, thick bar with a 
rough knob on each end. These were sometimes sold in the 1narket as bars of co1n-
1nerce. But more often, the "ancony" was reheated at another hearth called the 
··chafery" and worked under the hammer into long bars at the same forge. These 
bars were then cut into convenient lengths, and were ready for sale to blacks1niths, 
locksmiths, and others to be made into finished products of various kinds. The 
finished bars varied in length, ,vidth, and thickness. Often they were drawn about 
fourteen feet long, two inches ,vide, and one half inch thick; others were drawn 
several feet long and one inch or two inches square. 

The forge hammer or ha,nmers were massive. Each hammer head was of a 
heavy piece of wrought or cast .iron weighing several hundred pounds. It was 
1nounted on an oak beam and usually ran parallel to the water wheel shaft, the 
trunnions of which caught the helve or oak beam a little distance behind the ham­
rner head. The foundation of timber and stones bore the weight of the heavy 
strokes on the resounding anvil. Water wheels measuring twenty-five or more 
feet in diameter furnished the power for the hammers and bellows which furnished 
the blast for the "fires". 

Skilled men worked at the harnmers and at the hearths. The iron was first 
worked by the "finers". The technique of swinging the half-bloom to the hammer 
and back to the hearth required much strength and practice. The hammermen, 
likewise, were experienced. It required no little degree of strength to draw the bars 
to exact given sizes. In addition to the three or four skilled workers, a few laborers 
and perhaps one or two apprentices completed the number who worked at each 
forge.* 

For many years when the ,vriter was a small boy, George Schell, better known 
as "Old Corkey", was the general handy man around my father's Hardware Store 
in Williamsburg, and it is to him that I am indebted for many wonderful tales 
of life on Tussey Mountain and in the forest \vhen Cove Forge was in blast. His 
father, John Schell, worked for Mr. Royer, and lived on a small farm carved out 
of the virgin forest, far up on the west side of Old Tussey in what is no\v known 
as the Little Loop. It was Corkey who explained to 1ne how the mountain was laid 
off in sections, called wood lots, and how one or 1nore of these lots were allotted to 
each chopper or group of choppers; or, if a man had se\·eral grown sons to a fa1nily, 
to cut and rank cord wood. They were paid by the cord, usually in trade, at 
the company store. A cord is a pile of wood eight feet long, four feet wide. and four 
feet high, or one hundred twenty-eight cubic f cet. 

In looking o\·er an old ledger of Mr. R.oycr's, I found the following interesting 
facts about the cost of living in 1813 and 1814. the depression years of the \Var of 
1812: Hauling ,vood, 13 ½ ¢ per cord: coaling wood, 40c per cord: flour. $4 .40bbl: 
fresh beef. .036 lb.: bacon, 11 ¢ lb.: butter. 1 :1 ½ ¢ lb.: salt, :L25 per bu.: wheat. 
1.12½ per bu.: eg~s, .37½ per doz.: coffee .. 45 per lb.: whiskey. 1.00 per gal.: 
nails, .15 per lb.: bar iron, .06 per lb.: window glass 8 x 10 .. 14: rifle gun. 14.80: 
c-offins, 2.00 to 6.00 each; mikh co,\·. 12.00: n1aking coal baskets .. 5:) to .60. 

As cash ,vas a \·ery scarce article in the early part of the 19th century, n1ost 
of the business ,vas transacted ,-vith orders. If one of the men working for Mr. Royer 
had anv business ,vith the Doctor, Undertaker, Preacher, or Priest. or anv other 

~ . . ~ 

business man, he paid them ,vith an order in Mr. Royer's store. \\·here they could 

·»P,•nnsylvania Iron Manufactun· in th,· Ei~htrt·nth Crntur~· Pa!o{t's 84 and 8:l 
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be exchanged for merchandise to be charged to the account of the man \vho gave the 
order. Some of the prices remain little changed today. 

After the wood ,vas properly ranked, tallied, and sufficiently seasoned, it ,~,as 
hauled to the Charcoal hearth where the colliers took possession and transformed 
it into charcoal. 

Many of these old coal hearths can be seen on the local mountains and ridges 
today. They are about 25 feet to 40 feet in diameter, and perfectly level ,vith a fair 
road leading to them from the n1ain forest road. The ,vood was piled in a round 
conical pile about 12 feet high and 20 to 30 feet in diameter with a flue in the center. 
Over the whole is placed a cover of turf or charcoal dust and soil. The combustion 
of the wood is conducted from above downward and from the exterior towards 
the center. At the sides of the heap are holes for the admission of air, the number 
and size of \vhich are a matter of importance. The first or "sweating" process lasts 
three or four days, during which the cover becomes moist with condensed water. 
The openings around about the base of the pile are then covered and a series of 
holes are made about half way from the top of the heap. As the smoke and flame 
ceases to issue from these, they are closed and oth~rs are made lower down until 
the whole has been burned. The tarry products collect at the bottom and are dra\\·n 
off by means of gutters or pipes. One cord of wood usually made about 30 bushels of 
charcoal. 

When all the watery and other volatile matter was removed and the finished 
charcoal was taken to the Forge to be used in refining the pig iron from the furnaces 
in Etna or Springfield. 

The Charcoal Burners and Colliers lived in Jittle log cabins near their work 
so as to be handy in case of fire breaking through the earth covering. They worked 
12 to 14 hours a day and six days a week at $6.00 a ,veek, usually going down to 
the settlement on Saturday night to see their families, take a \\'eekly bath ( whether 
they needed it or not), have their clothes mended and ,vashed, and lay in a ne,\· 
supply of grub for the next week - usually home made bread, salt flitch, beans. 
black strap molasses, and twist tobacco. They did their own cooking in their little 
log cabins. 

As the charcoal was very light they used very large wagons dra\\·n by 4 or 6 
horses or 1nules to deliver it from the 1nountain to the ,·alley. The 1nen who dro,·e 
the teams were experts in their line, and were ,·ery proud of their outfits. They 
could guide their horses with their voices, as ,veil as their reins. The crack of their 
long leather whips and their cheery Gee and Haw could be heard for a quarter 
of a mile. The horses were well fed, and their well curried coats shone like a seal­
skin. The harnesses were always kept well oiled and polished, and the 1netal part~ 
sparkled like silver and gold in the sunlight. The harness ,vas made of 5 or 6 inch 
leather straps and very heavy. The broad breeching and large decorated housings 
usually worn o,·er the collar and ha1nes alrnost cornpletely covered the horses. In 
the sum1ner the horses were covered f ro1n their ears to their tails with hcav,· 
leather fly nets. · 

The two wheel horses usuallv had bow bells attached to their han1es, and thesc 
bells could he heard long bef or~ the tean1 ho,·c in sight through the f orcst, and 
people living along the road could tell whose tcarn was corning by the sound of the 
bells. 

These wagons were 1nade entirely by hand ·- the wheel usually 5 or 6 feet 
high with four-inch treads. The large hubs 1nadc of gurn wood turned on a home 
made lathe, operated by foot power. The spokes, 1nade of white oak or ash, ,\·ere 
split and shaved by hand, one at a time. The rims, or fellows, and the hounds ,vere 
sawed by hand out of three inch \vhite oak planks. The axle trees and bolsters ,vere 
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1nade of hickorv. and the beds of lvnn. All this lumber had to be \vell seasoned, ' , , 
usually cut a year ahead, and carefully piled and stuck to dry. 

The beds were very long, deep, and wide; high at both ends, and lo\v in the 
1niddle. After the wheel-wrights had finished their part, the wagons were taken 
to the blacks1nith shop to be ironed, and then to the painter to be finished. All 
these mechanics \Vere really artists in their line of work, and any person familiar 
\Vith these old coal \vagons cou]d tell what smith had ironed them by the idiosyn­
crasies each displayed in the fashioning of his irons. 

On the end of the tongue ·was a large peculiarly shaped hook, or devise, to 
which the lead and second tean1s ·were hitched. The irons, generally ,vrought in 
some odd pattern, of ten extending 1nore than half ,vay back on the tongue to keep 
the horses fro1n cribbing. The same design would be carried out on the single 
and double tree frizzens, side braces, the end gate and tool box hinges and latches, 
and on the rubber and brake levers. Some of the wagons had covers on the end 
of the hubs, called sand caps, to keep the sand out and the linchpin in. A mixture 
of pine tar and tallow was used for axle grease, and small wooden bucket or firkin 
of this mixture usually hung from the rear axletree. 

In 1815, four years after building Cove Forge, John Royer and his brother 
l)aniel purchased a large tract of land on Piney Creek, called Springfield, where 
they had found the four major necessities for the manufacture of pig iron, viz; 
ore, limestone, water power and fuel. 

Here they established a small village. They built a furnace, opened an ore 
n1ine and a limestone quarry. They built a number of small cottages for the \vork­
ers, a store, a saw mill, and grist mill and etc., buildings usually found on a success­
ful iron plantation. 

This furnace ,vas built in the form of a truncated pyramid of stone. Built 
into the side of a small hill in order that the ore, limestone flux, and charcoal could 
he put into the furnace at the top, it was an impressive sight when in blast. The 
intermittent roar of the forced blast could be heard a long distance a,vay. From 
the top of the furnace stack a stream of sparks was occasionally emitted as the 
flames rose and fell. At night the almost smokeless flan1es cast a lurid glare upon 
the sky, visible for miles around, which illluminated the surrounding buildings. 
\Vithin the n1ain casting house or casting shed as it was called, which was built 
directly in front of the furnace, the "mysteries" of casting were carried on. Here 
the 1nolten rnetal ,vas run f ro1n the hearth into the waiting 1nolds of scorched 
and blackened sand. Creaking wagons drawn by tea1ns of horses hauled the iron 
ore up the furnace road. Fro1n the "hank". the fillers carried their baskets of ore. 
lin1estone and charcoal across the bridge to the furn ace top. Pig iron ,vas the 
chief product of the blast f urnacC'. although pots. pans. kettles. sto,·c-plates and 
firC'-hacks were also cast.* 

rfhe finn of Royer and Royer was kept hu"y n1uch of the tin1e casting ten 
plate wood sto,·es. so-called for the reason that it rC'quired ten plate's to n1ake a 
cornpletc sto\·c. 'fhis furnace was ahandoned in 1885. 

()n June 14. 1820. San1uel Royer. a son of I )anieL purchased a large tract of 
land at the junction of Piney Creek and the Juniata Ri\'er. and huilt a forge which 
he nan1cd Franklin Forge after his nati,·e county. The products of this forge 
were si1nilar to those of Co\'e Forge. and the pig iron was ohtained fron1 Spring­
field Furnace. Canoe Furnace. and Juniata Furnace. Mr. Royer operated Franklin 
Forge until 184'.l when he sold it to Elias Hoo,·er of \Villian1shurg and Daniel 
H. Royer of Franklin Forge. 

+'.·Pt·trn'ly)vania Iron ~lanufacturt· in tht• Ei~;d1tc·rnth Ct•ntury Pa~•· :U 
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ENSIGN DANIEL ROYER AND HIS DESCENDANTS 

Ensign Daniel Royt•r 
son of Capt. Samuel 
& Catherine Lampsht•ar 
b. A_pr. 27. 1762 
nr. Waync·sboro. Pa. 
d. Mar. 26, 1838 
Nr. Waym•sboro, Pa. 

Married 
Catherine Stoner 
dau. of Abraham 
& Mary Miller 
on .......................... 789 
b. Nov. 9, 1769 
in Franklin Co., Pa. 
d. May 7, 1858 
'.':r. Waynesboro, Pa. 

Childn·n Born Died Marrit·d To 
I Da\'id Royt·r 

l
b. Oct. Hi, 1 i90 
d. 
m. 
to 

Samut'I Royt·r. Esq. 
b. July 111. 1792 
d. Sept. 3. 1856 
Ill. 1816 
to Sa1·ah Prm·i1ws 

( Second Marriage) 
m. St•pt. 22, 1835 

l to Mrs. Martha 
Mc'.\amara 

l 

J
Elizalwth Royt•r 
b. Dt•c. 2, 1794 
d. Mar. 13, 1868 

Im. Mar. 23, 1826 
to David Good 

Mary Royer 
b. July 25, 1796 
d. 
m. 1819 
to Gt.·u. Schmuckn 

(David 
l 

!
Danit'! H. Rovt·r--....... 
Jant· Elizabt'th. Royt·r""-1818 188'.-l 
Ht·nridta P. Royt·r 1820 1911 

lDr. Bt·njamin F. Royer 1822 1898 
Lucy P. Royt•r 1825 1865 
Sarah Catht'rinl' Roy1·1· ~ 

f N<'wton Pt•nn Royt·r~ 1913 
J Dr. Samuel M. Royt·r 1836 1921 
l Asbury Patton Royt·r 1838 1921 
!Anna Martha Royt·"-. 1841 1927 °' 1846 1905 

Dr. Daniel R. Good 1829 1909 
Cathaine Good 1830 1915 
Anna Elizabt'th Good 1832 1868 
Aaron B. Good 1834 1903 l Mary Rebecca Good 1838 1892 
Susannah Hadessa Good 1840 193 

[John G. Schmucker 1825 
Samuel R. Schmucker 1827 1906 
Martin L. Schmuckt-r 1832 1900 
Catherine R. Schmucker· 

~ Ellt.•n Schmucker 
I Elizabt>th Schmuckt•1· 
lMclissa Schmucker 

[ John Royer b. July 14, 1798 d. Nov. 21. 1885 (Single) 

[ Jacob Royer b. Apr. 28, 181Ml d. 

!Susan Royt•r 
b. Aug. 23, 1803 
d. 
m. 
to Ht•nry R<'ighart 

I 
j 

Rcb~·cc.a _ R. oyt·r;_ 
b . .!'\ov. :,. 18(b 
d. 
n1. 1831 l to George W. Smith 

r l Catht•ri1w Roy<'r b. 

:":ancy Royt•r 
b. Feb. 14, 1812 
d. 
m. 
to Pett-r Fahnestock 

{Dr. E. Harry Rt•ighart 
l Susan Reight·rt 

I 

Rev. Martin L. Smith 
Jamt•s R. Smith 
Ct·org<' E. Smith 
Catht·rim· Smith 
Sam1wl L. Smith 

1807 d. 
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(Sing It·) 

1833 
1835 
1838 
1841 
1843 

(Single) 

(Singlt·) 
1838 Dr Robert Hamill 
1840 Arch. McAllister 
18j 1 Martha McCahan 
1846 J. Sewell Stewart 

Dr. John Fay 
~ Carne Kem~ 
1871 Charlotte N 1cod1•mu~ 
1867 Henrit•ttc Claybaugh 
18i8 Eldon W. Hartman 

1859 Eliza B. Houtz 
(Single) 

0 '-191uu K~p 
(Single) 
(Single) 
(Singlt•) 

1848 Sarah Ker 
1850 Patience Defenbaugh 

1840 Robert R. McKet.• 

SamUt·l Wampler 

1859 Maggie S. Patton 



HONORABLE JOHN ROYER AND HIS DESCENDANTS 

Hon. John Royc.•r 
son o{ Capt. Samuel 
& Catherme Lampshc.·ar 
b. Nov. 22, 1778 
Sr. Waynesboro, Pa. 
d. Mar. 5, 1850 
at Johnstown. Pa. 

Marric.·d 
Jane Boggs 
dau. of John & 
Elizabeth Johnston 
on ............................... 806 
b. Mar. 13, 1784 
at Franklin Co., Pa. 
d. Oct. 28, 1869 
at Johnstown, Pa. 

I Catherine Roya 
b. Mar. Ill, 1807 

ld. Feb. 28. 1880 
m. July 1. 1830 
to Gen. Edw. Hamilton 

f 
John Boggs Royc.·r 
b. July 9. 1808 
d. 
m. Jan. 1. 1839 
to Eli1.ahc.·th Dc.·nnison 

Samuel J. Royer 
b. Sept. 15, 1811 
d. Aug. 28. 1883 
m. Feb. 1. 1843 

l 
to Mary Ann Lowry 

Thc.·odore Royer 
b. May 30, 1813 
d. Dec. 7, 1890 
m. 
to Elizahc.•th Rodge1·s 

Elizabt•th Royc.•r 
b. Apr. 16, 181J 
d. 1861 
m. 
to Dr. Chas. Pt•arson 

I Alf red Royc.·r 
Jb. July 23. 1817 

Id. Jan. 22, 1899 
m. (Single) 

Nancy M. Royer 
b. Aug. 7, 1819 
d. 1901 
m. 
to Wm. L. Shryock 

Alc.·xandn Royt·r 
b. Mar. 9. 1822 
d. 
m. 
to Elizalwth !\·kCla1w 

Sarah J ant· Royt•r 
b. ~far. i. 1824 

l
d. 
m. 
to Rohnt Bingham 

r . 
\
Andn·w Franns Royt·r 
h. ~m·. 12. 182~1 

{ d. 
Im. 
I to Carrie Li, ingston 
l 

Marv Lrtitia Roy,·r 
b. ~tar. 10. 1829 
d. 
m. 
to Hon. C. L. Pt·r!--hin~ 

Children Born Died Married To 

)John L. Royer 
l Catherine Royer 

Frank R. Shryock 
Emma Shn'ock 
James W. ·shryock 
Addie L. Shryock 
George K. Shryock 

'

Robt•rt Shryock 
Mary L. Shryock 
Samuel R. Shryock 

!Mary Bdl Bingham 
Jane R. Bingham 

i William Bin~ham 
I Cat herinr Bin~ham 

i 19ftlifll rl'i shi~ 

9 

1873 John H. Dibert 

Mary Gillam 
Jordon P. Prin~h­
Lc.·ona Widderfiald 

1852 1878 Ella Arnold 

W. R. Faxon 
J. B. Richard, 



Royer Genealogy 
by Floyd G. Hoenstine 

EARLY ROYER ANCESTRY 
·rhe R.oyer family originated in the northern part of France, especially in the 

Yicinitv of Metz, from ·whence a number retired to the Palatinate in consequence 
of the· Revocation. Sebastian Royer, the first to emigrate to America, ,vas born 
near the citv of Metz and in the vear 1718 came to Pennsylvania where he settled 
near Bricke;sville, Lancaster Coun'ty. 1 · 

Sebastian Royer, a widower ,vhen he arrived in America, was accompanied 
by four sons; Emig, George (John George), Samuel and Henry. The Blair County 
111en1bers of this family are descendants through Samuel Royer, born 1711, whose 
"'·if e's first name was Juliana. 

CAPTAIN SAMlTEL ROYER 
Samuel Roy;er, son of Samuel and Juliana Royer, served as a Captain in 

the Cumberland County Militia during the Revolutionary War,2 fought at Brandy­
wine and wintered at Valley Forge where he was Commissary Officer. During 
that period he resided near Waynesboro, Cumberland County (Franklin County 
since I 784) where he took an active part in the development of the country. 

-As a resident of Washington Township (now Quincy Township) he was one 
of the signers of a petition presented at the 1784 Session of the General Assembly 
asking for the erection of a ne,v county to be taken from the southwestern part 
of Cumberland County. He was commissioned on March 27, 1786, a Justice of 
the Peace for Washington Township in which capacity he served as Judge of the 
Courts for Franklin Countv. , 

Captain Samuel Royer was born in Lancaster County in 1 738 and died in 
Franklin County in 1823. He 1narried Catherine Lampshear in 1761. To this 

1. ~tt•n10rials of tht• Huguenots in Arnt·rica, by Rev. A. Staplt'ton. 1901. 

'.!. Pt·nmylrnnia Archives. Fifth Series, Vol. 6. Pages 88, 90, 511. 514, 516, 531, 609 

DANIEL ROYER HOMESTEAD 

N car Waynesboro, Pa. 
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union ,vere born daughters; Elizabeth and Catherine, and sons; Daniel, Samuel. 
John and Jacob. Samuel, Jr., married Susan Mack and continued to reside in 
Franklin County, while Daniel, John and Jacob came to Woodberry Township. 
Huntingdon County, (now Woodbury Township, Blair County) Pennsylvania. 
Daniel and John became noted ironmasters of this region while Jacob, who married 
~Iary Keagy, became a successful farmer and tanner. 

ENSIGN DANIEL ROYER 
( See Chart page 8) 

l)aniel Royer ( 1762-1838) the first son of Captain Sarnuel and Catherin~ 
Royer was born April 17, 1762, and married about 1788 to Catherine Stoner 
11769-1858) a daughter of Abraham Stoner who served during the Revolutionary 
,var as a Private under Capt. Daniel Clapsaddle and under Col. James Johnston. 1 

Daniel Royer served during the Revolutionary War as an Ensign, 5th Com­
pany. 1st Battallion, Cumberland County Militia, performing duty as a Ranger 
on the Frontier.2 

The following story was supplied recently by Dr. B. Franklin Royer of Green­
castle~ Pa., who states that it was handed down by "word of mouth" through 
direct descendants and was related to the Cumberland Valley "Royer Clan" on 
the 2nd day of August, 1938, by Rev. J. G. Francis, editor and publisher of a 
history of Royers in America: 

"During the severe winter at Valley Forge, 1777-78, Philadelphia Tories kept 
in touch with North New Jersey Tories and were continuously advising Howe's 
English Forces when herds were across New Jersey to furnish beef for Washington's 
Army at Valley Forge. Howe, in possession of this advice would then send out scouts 
to seize the herds and drive them to Philadelphia to be slaughtered for feeding the 
t>nemy forces in Philadelphia. 

At this time of food scarcity and in desperation, Capt. Samuel Royer as Commis­
sary Officer, ordered his young son Daniel (not yet ~ixteen) to bring his entire herd 
from the home farm at Five Forks to Valley For~e. 

General Washington, on hearing of this generous gift and of young Daniel's 
accomplishment, sent for Capt. Samuel and son Daniel and thanked both for the 
Army and for the Government and for himself, and to show further appreciation, 
asked both to dine with him at his headquarters. 

It is believed that Captain Royer's slave assisted Daniel in dri,·ing the herd 
through the Cumberland Valley to the crossing at John Harris' Ferry (Harrisburg) 
thence to the slaughter house hard by the Schuylkill near Valley Forge." 

Daniel Royer acquired prorninence during his early life, being elected County 
Co1n1nissioner for Franklin County in 1791 while yet under thirty years of age.=~ 
He also served as a rnemher of the General Asse1nhlv of Pennsvh·ania during· the 
years 1794 and 1799, representing Franklin County,-l ~nd on Jul)' 18, 1794, h~ was 
connnissioned a Justice of the Peace. 

In 1811, he and his brother, John R.oycr, purchased land in Huntingdon Coun­
ty. upon which Co\·e Forge was erected, and in 1814 another tract of land was pur­
chased which bcca1ne the site for Springfield Furnace. Howc\·er. he continued 
to reside in the large stone house \\'hich he built on the south side of the highway 
where it crosses Anticta1n Creek a short distance- cast of \Vayncshoro. where he 
died ~1arch 26. 18:18. 

t·pon l)aniel Royer's return to his honw in Franklin County. his interests in 
the iron industrv were assu1ned and carried on hv his sons: Sarnuel Rover ( 1792-
1856 1 and John ·Royer ( 1798-1885), and by his so~s-in-law l)avid Good a'nd George 
Sch1nucker. 

I. Arnnican Rt>rnlutionary Soldit"n of Franklin Count~·. hy Vir!,{inia S. Ft"ndri.-k. 19-H 
:?. Ibid. 
:,. Hi~toric-al Skt>trh of Franklin County, by I. H. McCaul,·y. 18i8 
4. Th,· Pennsylvania Manual, 1947-48, Vol. 88 
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SAMUEL ROYER, ESQUIRE 
Samuel R.oyer, son of Ensign Daniel f{oycr, 

was e1nployed as a clerk, as manager of Cove 
Forge, supervised construction of Springfield 
Furnace in 1814 and became manager of 
Springfield Furnace in 1821. This furnace was 
owned solely by his father and he continued 
as manager for the heirs after his father's death 
in 1838. In 1820 Samuel R.oyer purchased land 
upon which he later erected Franklin Forge. 
From 1821 until his death in 1856 he occupied 
the mansion house at Springfield Furnace. 

He was first married about 1816 to Sarah 
Provines ( 1796-1832) and their remains repose 
in the Royer cemetery on the slope of Lock 
Mountain, overlooking Springfield Furnace. 
He was married secondly to Mrs. Martha Mc­
Namara ( 1802-1881) a daughter of John Pat­
ton. 

Samuel Royer occupied a prominent pos-
ition in the affairs of his community, the county SAMUEL ROYER, ESQUIRE 
and the state. He was a member of the Royer 
Methodist Episcopal church and a guiding in-
fluence in its religious life. 

His life work can be best recorded by quoting a letter dated Feb. 14, 1838, 
at Musical Fund Hall, Philadelphia, addressed to I. M. Porter, Esq., and no,,· 
being preserved by Mrs. Royer P. Hartman, present occupant of the mansion 
house at Springfield Furnace, which reads as follows: 

"Sir: - Having rt'ceived a not<.' from you, under date of the 13th inst; desiring 
a biographical sketch of my life; which I shall proceed to give you, in a condenst>d 
form; I was born in Franklin County, in this State; on the tenth ( 10th) day of 
July, 1792, with-in one mile of Waynesboro; where my parents continue to reside; 
my education was the common english school, and, quite limited. In the winter of 
1810, I left home, for Centre County, and, secured a clerk-ship, at Iron-Works, 
in the vicinity of Bellefonte, Pa. During the summer of the same year, my employers 
relinquished the business, at that place. I then went to Cove Forge, Huntingdon 
County, within two miles of Williamsburg, on the banks of the river Juniata, where 
I remained, in the capacity of clerk, and, after-wards Manager, until 1814, when I 
went to superintend the building of Springfield Furnace, with-in five miles of Wil­
liamsburg; in 1815; I went to \Villiamsburg, and, commenced the mrrcantilc business: 
about 1820, I was appointed Post Master of that place; in 1821, I discontinued the 
mercantile business, and, returnt'd to Springfield Furnace, where I became interested 
in the establishment, and, continue to reside there; about the year 1823, I was 
appointt-d Post Mastc-r, at Springfield Furnarr; in 1832, I was elected to the Legis­
latun· of Pennsylvania; and, previous to taking my reat, rrsigned the office of Post 
Master; after serving one session in the Legislature, and returned home: I addressed 
a kttcr to my constituents, for the honor conferred, and, declined being considered 
a candidate again: in 1834, I was again appointed Post Master., at Springfield 
Furnace, which situation I continue to hold; at two several state conventions, held 
at Harrisburg, Pa., on the 4th of March, 1836, by the Whig and Anti-masonic 
delegates, my name was placed on the Electors ticket, pledged to support Gen. 
Harrison; in Auguc;t 1836, I was nominated for a member of the Convention, to 
n·visc- and amend the Constitution of Pennsylvania; and, in November, followin,l{, 
was elected to a seat in the Convention, by a majority of upwards of eleven hundred: 
having thus given you a brief sketch, I remain, - Very Respectfully, Samuel Royer." 

To the above we can only add, that Mr. Royer died at Springfield Furnace 
on the 3rd of September, 1856, and his obituary related at length his prominence 
and virtues, stating that he en joyed "the confidence and friendship of those de­
pendent upon him for they found him a man of kind heart and charitable dis­
position." 
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:\!embers of the Sarnuel Rover f amilv who continued in the iron industn 
included Daniel H. Royer who w;s employ~d by his father as 1nanager at Frankli;: 
Forge and becarne co-owner in 1843 \vith Elias Hoover, continuing until 1854-
when they sold their interests to J. Se\vell Stewart. a brother-in-law, husband o~ 
Lucy P. R.oyer. 

Archibald McAllister, \vhose wife was Henrietta P. Royer, was e1nployec 
at Springfield Furnace, and in 1873, was listed as ··Manager Springfield Furnace· 
and Superintendent of Springfield Mines." 1 

Dr. San1uel M. Royer of Martinsburg operated R.ebecca Furnace for 01u:­

year and other in embers of the family have found employment rnore or less in tht· 
iron industrv. , 

JOHN ROYER, BACHELOR 

John R.oyer ( 1798-1885) a brother of Sa1n­
uel Royer, Esq. and a son of Ensign Daniel 
and Catherine Royer was born in Franklin 
County~ Pa., and came to Cove Forge at the 
age of 15 where he was employed by his uncle. 
John Royer, as a clerk. 

"l1pon erection of Springfield Furnace in 
1815 he transferred f ro1n the forge to the fur­
nace where he was employed until 1821 when 
he and his brother ... in-law, George Schmucker, 
purchased Cove Forge which they continued 
to operate until 1854 \\·hen Mr. Royer bought 
Mr. Schmucker's interest. 

John Royer came into sole possession of 
Springfield Furnace about 1865 and fron1 
that date became one of the largest property 
owners in Blair County. His holdings in addi­
tion to Cove Forge and Springfield Furnace 
included several thousand acres of mountain 
lands and large holdings in farming lands. JOHN ROYER, BACHELOR 
At the time of writing his ,vill in Oct. 1872. 
he bequeathed direct $185,000 to relath·es, not 
including library, furniture, mansion house and an anticipated residue. 

In 1882, it was written that he '"is now close upon the eighty-fifth 1nilcstonL 
in the journey of life, and yet he is so hearty and active that his physical nature 
see1ns to tell the story of a man only moderately aged.":! 

:\Ir. Royer was never married. His entire life, with the exception of his earl~ 
youth. was devoted to the iron industry of the present Blair County. Fro1n 182 ~ 
until his death in 1885, a span of sixty-four years, he resided and operated Con:­
Forge ,vhich upon his death was closed, being the first and last iron forge to operate­
in Blair County. 

l)avid Good ( 1796-1864). brother-in-law of San1uel l{oyer. Esq., operatec 
Springfield Furnace as David Good & Co., and in 1858, he and his brother-in-la\, 
John Royer purchased the interests of the other heirs of Daniel l{oyer and hecamt· 
partners in the operation of the furnace. 

1. Ponwroy's Atlas of Huntingdon and Blair Counties. 1873 

'.!. Africa's History of Blair County, 1882, pagt• 2]8 
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George Schmucker ( 1794-1879) also joined with his brother-in-law John 
Royer in the purchase of Cove Forge from John and Jane Royer in 1821. The 
operation of this forge in partnership continued until 1858 when Mr. Sch1nucker, 
at that time residing in Cedar County, Iowa, sold his interest to his partner. 

.·. ~ /.,·: ,. 
• ,. : ,> 

JOHN ROYER HOMESTEAD 
at Cove Forge 

HON. JOHN ROYER 
( See chart page 9) 

John Royer ( 1778-1850) the third son of 
Capt. Samuel and Catherine Royer, was born 
in Franklin County Nov. 22, 1778, and married, 
about 1806, Jane Boggs (1784-1868) a daugh­
ter of John and Elizabeth (Johnston) Boggs of 
Franklin County. 

Mr. Royer's early experience in the iron 
industry was acquired as a clerk at the Cham­
ber's Iron Works in Franklin Countv. then in 

, ' 

partnership with his brother-in-law Andrew 
Boggs operated Logan Furnace near Belle­
fonte~ Centre County~ Pa. 

John Royer~ lronmaster, of Huntingdon 
County and his brother Daniel of Franklin 
County purchased in excess of t,vo thousand 
acres of land in \Voodbury Township, on Dec. 
20, 1811, located a short distance below Wil­
liamsburg, and engaged in the building of 
Cove Forge ,vhich ,va~ completed the following 
vear. 

They then purchased, on April 23, 1814, 
a tract of land upon which they built Spring-
field Furnace. It is believed that the stone mansion 
the same time. 
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SAMUEL J. ROYER 
Son of Hon. John Royer 

houses were built at about 



In 1820 John and Jane (Boggs) Royer sold their one-half interest in Spring­
field Furnace to his brother, Daniel Royer, of Franklin County, and the following· 
year John and Jane (Boggs) Royer sold their one-half interest in Cove Forge to 
his nephews, John Royer, son of Daniel, and George Schmucker. 

In 1821 the Honorable John Royer moved to Williamsburg and was the suc­
cessful candidate for the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, representing Hunting­
don County, and in 1832 Mr. Royer and his family removed from Blair County 
and after residence at se\·eral places ,vest of the Alleghenies he located at Johns­
town from ·where he ,vas again electd a member of the General Assembly for the 
year 1841, representing Somerset and Cambria Counties. 

Mr. Rover's familv moved ,vith his business and industrial interests and of 
' ' 

his eleven children; Catherine and John B. were born in Franklin County, Sa1nuel 
.J., Theodore, Elizabeth, Alfred and Nancy M. at Cove Forge, Alexander at \Vil­
liamsburg, Sarah Jane and Andre,v Francis at Kiskiminitas, and Mary Letitia 
at Saltsburg or Blairsville. Mr. Royer died at his residence on Washington St.. 
Johnstown, Pa., on Mar. 5, 1850.1 

Of the members of his family who followed the iron industry, it is known that 
Samuel J. ( 1811-1883) had charge of the Martha Furnace in Blair County and 
at a later period he had charge of the books of the Bloomfield Furnace Con1pany 
of Blair County. 

1. John Royer and His Dt•sccndants. by J. M. Shank. 1899 ( manusnipt) 

COVE FORGE 

( Civil \Var Days) 
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1951 
OFFICERS OF THE BLAIR COUNTY CHAPTER 

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY, SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
President 
1st Vice Presidcn t 
2nd Vice President 
3rd Vice President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Genealogist 
Historian 
Chancellor 
Chaplain 

Floyd G. Hoenstine 
Dr. Leonard N. Ray 
Bruce B. Watson 

-1-18 Montgomery St. 
Bcllemead, R. D. '.~ 
1300 20th Ave. 

Hollidaysburg, Pa 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Williamsburg, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 

J. Howard Tobias 
James M. Mathers 
Charles A. Faris 

1430 20th Ave. 
916 26th Ave. 
1408 21st An·. 
602 W. 3rd St. 
1819 13th St. 

Registrar 

\V. Ray Metz 
Mitchell MacCartney 
H. Atlee Brumbaugh 
Morris W. Hazel 

310 Aldrich Ave. 
3612 Broad Ave. 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS ELECTED TO BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
Edwin B. Balthaser 
William E. Boyer 
Dr. S. Palmer Carter 
George S. Fleck 
Joseph R. Holliday 
Fred T. Schenk 
Vance W. Simpson 
John E. Trego 
William A. Whittaker 

Robert D. Bell 
Robert J. Boyer 
Frank W. Brown, III 
William T. Canan 
John H. Christy 
Martin B. Christy, Jr. 
Leon W. Fraker 
Charles I. Fuller, Jr. 
Russell B. Garver 

*Hugh E. Gearhart 
Dr. L. Pellman Glover 
Dr. Wilfred L. Hair 
Edward W. Hazel 
Robert R. Herr 
George G. Hewi t 

*Floyd B. Hoenstine 
A. Eugene Horton 

*S. Norman Keith 
Walter M. Lorenz 
Arthur R. Lukens, Jr. 

* J. Blaine Mauk 
J. Foster Meck, Jr. 
Dr. John A. Murray 
Dr. Richard C. Murray 
Jermain B. Porter 
Fred B. Sa userman 
James S. Sims, Jr. 

*Robert E. Smulling 
* James T. Thompson 

John G. Tobias 
T. William Tobias 
Charles E. Torrance 
James M. Trego 

*Hon. James E. Van Zandt 
Ralph H. Wagner 
Alfred M. Wasson 

*Robert B. Watson 
Alvah J. Williams 
Dr. Gordon M. Williams 
Glenn J. Williams 
Robert C. Wilson 
Donald M. Yarnall 

810 Howard Ave. 
21 Mansion Park 
414 6th Ave., Juniata 
848 28th St. 
R. D. 
2000 10th St. 
815 Broadway, Juniata 
800 N. 4th St. 
1110 16th Ave. 

MEMBERSHIP 
521 Bellview Avt". 
302 Ruskin Drive 
1812 Nun Street 
1910 3rd Ave. 
603 Wayne St. 
R. D. 1 
1901 Seventh Ave. 
3220 Broad Ave. 
701 Spang St. 
R. D. 2, Box 75 
1118 26th Ave. 
601 Oakmont Place 
244 Westover Dri\·<· 
Fourth St. 
719 Allegheny St. 
418 Montgomery St. 
300 East Whittier An·. 
Sunbrook R. D. 
Benbow Road 
1115 6th Ave. 
805 Penn St. 
16 Valley Road 
446 Magee St. 
1007 N. 5th Ave. 
721 Spang St. 
108 East Walnut Ave. 
IO 1 Wordsworth An·. 
l 029 Second Ave. 
417 Mulberry St. 
188A W. 36th Ave. 
1513 12th St. 
2700 West Chestnut Ave. 
5430 W. 118 Place 
1017 18th Ave. 
418 East Bell AvC'. 
616 East 4th St. 
1300 20th Ave. 
300 Coleridge Ave. 

R. D. 3 
I 515 12th St. 
2808 Elm St. 

*~ cw nwmbers 1951 

MIIIROlt et: PTO. CO• 

Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Tyrone, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Bellwood, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 

Bellwood, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Wilmington, N. C. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Wayne, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 
Duncansville, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 
New Cumberland, Pa. 
Biglerville, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Duncansville, Pa. 
Strongsville, Ohio 
Altoona, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Hanover, N. H. 
Patton, Pa. 
Patton, Pa. 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
San Mateo, Calif. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Inglewood, Calif. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Bellwood, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Coalport, Pa. 
Kittanning, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 




