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PREFACE. 

'rhis is only a partial rec-nn1 of the Preston Fam­

ily. Xot only (loes it partake of the inc-omp1eteness 

c·ommon to most g-t•uealog-ic-a 1 works. but some of the 

c·onnec-ting links bet ween the different branc·hes of 

the famil~· are v.anting. All the information ·within 

i·ea<·h. bn,Ye,·er, is presente<1. and it is helieYed enough 

progn.":-;s has heen ma<1e in tral"ing the famil~· tree to 

a1·m1se interest in the se,·eral h1·am:hes uf th~: family 

who. it b hoped. ,Yill c-nrnp1ete tht· revon1. 

This is the object of ,Yilliarn B. Preston m puh­

lishing this work. If, therefore, tlw members of the 

Preston kindred. scatte1·er1 in Yarinns parts of the 

\H>rld, will supply him with all the information they 

han· cmwerning the Preston Famil~·, the time m,JY 

c·ome ,Yhen a memorial shall be published worthy of 

the name. 

The arrangement of the genealogical matter v;ill 

aclmit of additions being reac1i1~· made. blank lea n•s 

haYing been supplied for this purpose after eac-h diYis­

i,m of the work. 



\"lll. l'l(EF .. \< E. 

Tht> auth()]·. L. s\. Will->1)11. heartily thanks tlwsl· 

\Yho lrnYe so readil.,· and kill(1l.'· furnished tbe data of 

the seYeral branc·bes of the family here pi·esented. 





EXPLANATORY. 

Eal'h person is giYen a nnml,er in the 1eft hand, or index 

colnnrn. Jf such person's name appears again, the nnmher in 

thr referem·e, or right lrnml colnnrn, will indicate where to look 

for it. The reference nnmbers ahrnn refer to the index num­

lwrs. 

If additional information is to be written, extend the index 

nnmbers, write the information, all(l, after placing the new in­

dex number opposite the name of the person, in the book, carry 

his number forward to the reference column opposite your note. 



THE 

PRESTON FAMILY 
IN 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

I. 
The derin1tion of the name of Preston 

: i::; a matter of doubt. Some of the "Titers 
claim that it is derived from prafstrn1s. ~ 
"exc_,ellL·nt. ,. and others :,;a:-,, the name ·was 
assunwcl by tl1e family from their landed 
estates in 11id-Lothian, Sc·otlancl, while 
there are indic_,ations that the estates were 
named from the circumstance that the 
owner somewhere along the line was a 
priest; thus Priest-town, or Preston. This 
is almost certainly the orig·in of the name 
in the case of the city of Preston, from 
the fact that the first settlemPnt made 
there was by a company of monks. This lat­
ter theo1·:' seems to be bor11e out, rnore­
on:'r, by the family crest, adopted from the 
earliest time, which is thus described: 

'''11his crest bore the prett:-,' conceit of a 
eastle, from whose high tower rose an 
eagle, ph1mec1 for higher fli,\tht. with the 
pious aspiration at its base-'Si Dieu veult 1 
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-which freely rendered means. 'Leaving· 
the towers of earth we soar D. V. to hea­
ven.''' 

Relating- to names in general as ab() 
to the condition of the people of that early 
time the follm-.;ing quotation will be inter­
esting-: 

"Up to about !:l00yearsagothe1·ewere 
, no permanent names amouµ; European peo-
' ples. En,ry man ba(1 a nanw. but it pe1·­

taill(-'c1 to him in<1iYidually arn1 passed a\Yay 

at his death. 'l'ht> son did not inherit his 
fothe1··:,; nan;t:, but in bis turn reeeiYe\1 a 

1 

s,ibl'iquet equall~·tnrnsient. In f.iet, a man·s 
name ,.._.as lia1>lc at any time to be ehange<1 
thl'ougl1 tlH0 lnnnnr m· c·apl'ic-e of his 
neig·hhors an,1 ac·c1uaintanc-es, just as ni<:k­
names are at tht> pt·esent time. 

''In those day:,; men di(1 not ro,·e a1,out 
as they do now, but generall~- liYed and die(1 
in the c·ommlmity in which they were born. 
Each pel'Son was well known to all the rest. 
and one name was all that was needed to 
distinguish him. I1H1eed. under the system 
of villeinage whicb then obtained in Eng­
land a larµ·e portion of the population wus 
attachel1 to the soii by such restrictions that 
the peasants were p1·aC'tic·al1y bought arn1 
sold, bargaillt'(1 an(1 grante(1 ·with tbe la11(1. 

"~lust of the country was covered with 
forests and tlwre ,Yere but few roads, those 
few being Yer:v bac1. 'l'here was no stable 
central w1,·ernrnent and little community 
of interest even between neighboring ham­
lets, to,vns and 001·011f,(}1:,,. 
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FIRST, SECOND A.ND THITID GEXERATIOXS. 3 

"In the ele,·enth, twelfth and thirteenth 
centnries eomnwree increased rapidly and 
the nudeus of our present cfrilization was 
establisl1ed, at first largely by the aeeession 
of foreigners. 

·'It was during tbis peri0l1 that sur­
names were introduced aml became both 
general and permanent ... 

\Ybate,·er may ha,·e been the origin of 
the name of Preston, it was borne by the 
famil_\· as early as the time of l\laleolrn I. of 
Scotlarn1. who reigneu from ..:\.. D. 9-f1 tc, 1 

ns3. 

FIHST GEXERA.TIOX 

LEOLPHCS DE PHESTUX 

: was the ffrst of the Preston name nf \\. horn 
\H• b:n-e an~· re(•or<l. Ik lin·d in tht· 
time of William, surnamed the Lion. ,d10 ' 
reigned in Scotland from A.D. 1163 to l:?1-L 

X o record whate,·er is left us of his son 
and the ht0 i1· of his estate, whom to keep 
the numher of the generation:,; eomplett0 

,n~ shall ha,·e to name 

Mn. DE PRESTO'.\", 

lJut the grandson of Leolphus. 

THIRD GEN"ERAT10X 

WILLTA:'11 DE PRESTOX. 

was one of the Scottish nobles chosen by 
Edw:1r11 I. of England. at the death of 
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' 11argaret, "the ~laicl of X orway, '' to arbi­
trate between Baliol and Bruce, the main 
disputants for the crown of Seotlan<l, an 
account of which is giYen as follows: 

"To pre,-ent an armed contest for tbe 
cro\Yn, Fraser, Bishop of St. Andrevrn, in­
Yit.ec1 EchYard to intervene, and certain 
Scottish nobles made a similar request. He 
accon1ingl_\- summoned the Scottish estates 
to meet him on the 10th of ~lay and the 
English parliament on 3d June, 1291, at 
Xor-h:im ne:1r Berwic·k. ..When the Scots 
c·ame EthYanl refusul to judge the C'.a use of 
the Scotbsh suct_•es,,;ion unle,,;s hi,,; title as 
superior of Scotlarn1 was admitted. .Afte1· 
some t1ela_\- the har()JlS am1 dergy g:1ye the 
admission. as also c1id the claimants-no 
fe,n•1· tha 11 thil't.een-bnt the rep1·esenta­
ti\-es of the eommons withf:iel<l any such 
aeknowled2·mc-11t. The court for the decis­
ion of the cause was then appointed. Fort_\­
memher:,; \YE-Te named b_\- Raliol and as many 
b_\- Bruce, between whom the eornpetitiun 
really lay. while Edward ehose tv,enty­
four. ·· 

This is thP point upon \\·hic·h our inter­
est i:-; eenterel1. for it was '\Yilliarn De Pres­
ton "·ho was dw,wn b~- King· Edward. as 

, one of these twenty-fom· nob1Ps to n•pre­
sent the crmYn. But it will be interesting 

, to learn the t1etermination of tbe cause. 

'·On the fo1lowing· da)- tlw c-ompetit01·:,; 
agreet1 that sasuw of the kingllom shonlll 
he given to Ellwarc1: a week lated,he regent 

Ric:F. No. 



THIRD GENERATION. 

surrendered the kingdom of Scotlanc'l and 
the keepers, the chief castles into his 
hands as lord paramount. He restored pos­
session after adding several Englishmen to 
the regency; after another adjournment 
the competitors put in their claims. Three 
descendants of David, earl of Huntingdon, 
brother of William the Lion-all English 
barons, though one, Bruce, had large es­
tates in Scotland-were alone serious. John 
Baliol claimed as grandson of D~ffid ·s eldest 
daughter, Margaret, wife of Alan. lord of 
Galloway; Robett Bruce, as son of Da vil1 's 
second daughter, wife of the lo1·d of Annan­
dale; while David de Hastings, grandson of 
the third daughter, Ada, contenued that 
the kingdom was partible. This last ques­
tion \Ya.s postponed, until the claims of 
Baliol and Bruce had been considered. 

"After two long adjournments it · .. as 
at last decided (14th October, 1292~) t.hat 
the case was to be ruled by the law of 
the kingdom applieable to titles of eai 1-
doms, baronies, and other indivisible in­
heritances, and 'that by this law in every 
heritable succession the more remote by 
one degree descended from the eldest sis­
ter was preferable to the nearer in degree 
from the se<.:ond. ~ 

"Edward accordingly decided Novem­
ber 17,, 1292, in favor of Baliol. Two 
days afterwards the regents were Ol'C1ered 
to give sasine to Baliol; the day following 
he s,vore fealty to Edward at Norham; ten 
days after he was crowned at Scone: with-

5 
REF. ~O. 
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in a, month he did homage to Edward at 
X E•wcastle. '' 

The next in succession to the Preston 
estates according to the rpc01·ds. was 

FOURTH GEKERA'l1 TOX 

?\ICOL DE PRESTOX, 

of whom nothing more is related. As will 
be noteo in the foregoing decision of the 
referees, titles of estates \Yere held in those 
days to be "indiYisible inheritances," and. 

' except in case of the failure of issue. all 
that was of c·onsequeuce, in following t,he 

1 famil:· genealug-y, was to know of the one 
person to whom the title and estates de­
scen<lf:'<1. 

Accordingly, all \Ye han.' of the first 
thirteen generations of the Preston famil:·· 
eom111t:'ncing with Lenlphus, is the name of 
the one person who suec.:eeded to the es­
tates. 

Suc·ceec1inri· Xicol De Preston, v,ho is 
sai<1 to ha\·e flourishecl after the death of 
~.\lexander III., King of Scotland, was 

FIFTH GEKEHATIOX 

LA \YilE?\CE DE PHESTON. 

who seems to mal'l-: a diange in the for­
tunes and estates of the family. 1Yhether 
the friendships formed for the English 
Kinµ:. or for some of his courtiers, durinµ: the 
notable trial pa1-ticipated in b~· 1Yillia111 De 
Preston, ha(1 anytning to do with it or not, 
is matter for ennjeeture only, but 

Ru·. No. 
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SIXTH, SE\-EXTH, EIGHTH, NI.:S:TH GEXERATIOXS. 

SIXTH GEKERATIOX 

RICHARD DE PRESTOX, 

the next in the line of succPssion, ownec1 
Yast estates in the north of Eng-larnl. His 
landed possessions, of which there were 
two, were eallell Preston Richard and 

i Preston Patrick. ancl we1·e located in the 
count~· of Westmorela,nd. 

His son and suecessor was 

SEYEXTH GEXERATIOX 

Sm RICHA_ltl) DE PnESTOX, 

whose name appears on seYeral l·on,-ey­
am·es of land in Lai1ea-:;hire. b.,- Si1' .T ohn 
h· Fleming, aloni.t ,Yith that nf Si1· '\Yrn. (1e 
Furness a~1J otl~ers. as a witness to' the, 
t1·ansfer. He ,Yas also a witness to a grant 

' a11Ll co1weyance of lan<ls in Preston.Holme, 
and Hutton, by William de Lancaste1· the 
thirJ. to Patric, grandson of Gospatrie. 

His successor, -

EIGHTH GE:'.\ERATIOX 

RICK-\HD DE PRESTOX 

is named as one of the juro1·:s in the post 
mortem inquisition of William cle Lindsay. 

He \Yas sucet'(0 Jecl by 

KIXTH GE~ERATIOK 

Sm RICI-IAHD DE PHESTOX, 

who was one of the jurors called to settle a 
disputt> between the king of England and 

,-
1 
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1:2 

the Abbot of St. l\lary'sc01rvent,Yorkshi1·e, 
as to whose right it was to make appoint­
ments to the two churches of Appleby. It 
·was during this period that the struggles 
between the suc·cessors of William the Con­
queror and tl1e adherents of the Pope of 
Rome, \Yere in proµ:ress. His son and heir, 

TEXTH GEXERATIOS 

RICHARD DE PHESTOX, 

is named as a witness. A.D. 1333, to a con­
yeyance of lanc1 at 01<1 Hutton, from Gil­
bert de Cul wen to Thomas, son of Patric de 
CuhYen. He mar1·iel1 Annabella, who sm·­
\'iyec1 him, and by whom he had issue 

ELEYEXTH GEXERATJOX 

Sm HlCHATID DE PRESTO.:s, 

who had the honor to represent his county, 
Westmoreland, in the English Parliament. 
This occurred in the time of Edward III. 
when chi\·alry was at its height. He \Yas 
succeeded in the Preston estates as also h1 
Parliament as knight of the shire for West­
morelanc1, by his son 

T\YELF'FFI GEXERATIOX 

SIFt RICHARD DE PRESTOX, 

who, in the year 1368, obtained from the 
king a license to impark a tract of land 
containing ffre hundre<1 acres. His SU(:· 

cessm·, 
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THIRTEEKTH, FOFRTEEKTH GE~ EI:,\ TIO~S. 

TIIIRTEEXTH GEXEIL\TIOX 

Sm JoH~ DE PnE:-;Tos. 

\,as the last of tliE> name to lwl<1 tlw tvm 
Pstatc·s of Preston Ric-h,ll'll a1111 Preston 
PatridL He. also. wa:-; a memht•J' of Par1ia­
mc·nt in the time of El1wa]'(1 IIJ. 110 had 
t,n) sons: 

i Sir Hichart1 De PJ'est()n and 
ii Sir John De Pre:c-;ton. 

Tlw former < •f these·. 

1eft daughte1·s onl:s: at his devt._•;h('. 

·whom \Yas 

;lll)()]1(1' ,.... 

17 i l>fargar•A Pl'e;;ton. \Ylw m:tl'l'ie<1 . .:\Ian 

lb , 
! 

Pennington. 
Through the heirship of these cbug-h­

ter:-; qf Sir Ric·hard De Pn:stun, the manor nf 
Preston Ric-lrnn1 ,,-as VillTil·t1 from t1w 
Pre:.;;ton family. 'l'he esta tt:> of Preston 
Patriek, howeYE'l\ passe<1 tn tlw l)l'otli1._•1\ 

81n J om-, Di: Pni->ffo::,.;, 

who was Ii judg,, of the C'onrt of Common 
Pleas under tv;·o monarehs-Henr:-- IY. an (1 
Hem·.,- V.; from which position he was 
oblio·n1 to retire in A. D. 1427. because of ,., 
the infirmities of old age. He was the Inst 
of the /H Prestons, trn1 1cft issm< 

i John Preston, a Catbolil· p1·iest. who 
l'E'Ceived from Henry Y. a grant of 

REF.:,._-,, 

1-t 
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the clrnn:h of ::-:,arn1al from the pri­
m·>· of St. Panvi·,b. 

:?o ii Ric·han1 Prt'ston. who lwc·anw his heir: '):> 

and a 

:?1 iii D,rnghter. who rnanit'c11'110mas de Ros 
the owner of Eem1al Castle, from 
,Ylwm was l1esc·enc1Pd (Jueen Cath­
erine Pan, tlw last ,Yif,_• of Eing 
Henry YIJI. 



r: 

')'.) _._) 

24 

II. 

FIFTEEXTH GEXERATIOX 

RICHATID PRESTO:'.\ 

married Jaeobina 1Tiuclleton. daughte1· of 
; .T ohn ~1idclleton, of :'.\Iiddleton Hall. 

To the Preston family e:state of P1·e:,;­
ton Patrick he added the manor of Under 
Ledns Hall, abo in the shi1·e of "\Ye:stm01·e­
land: and in the thirtieth year of the rei?Z"n 
of Henr.'- Yl. A.D. 1,1;3:?, be a11d his ·wife 6b­
tained from the arc·hdeacon of Richmoml 
the privilege of maintaining v,ithin the man­
ors of Preston ancl Levins. an oratory/· or 
house of pra.'·e1·. Ht• was succeeded by his 

1 

:son 

SIXTEEKTH GEKEHATIOX 

'l'HO~lAS PHESTOX, 

, ·who married Miss Redmayne, of the estates 
· oI Twi:stleton. ancl hacl bsm·: 

.T ohn Preston, ,,·ho married Margaret 
Redmayne; 

11 Lawrence Preston, whose son Hem·.'­
married l\iiss Butler, and left one 

* The oratory in those day:--; seem"' to ban:- been a small build.in/! 
erected on private estates. sorrw distance from any city or church. 
u~ed for private prayl·r. rather tban for congregational wor:-ibip. 

27 
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daughter and heiress, Ann, who 1 

married ·wi1liam, first Lord Paget. 
Knight of the Garter; 

:?Ii 111 Helen Preston. \Yho married Lon1 
Thomas Stanley. of .l\Ionteagle. 

.Jon:,;- PnESTU.:s 

suc·cee(1e(1 to hoth the family estates of 
Preston Patric·k and "Cnder Le,·ins Hall 
ancl marriec1 .l\1arg,11·et Hedmayne, claughte1· 
of Richard Redma~·11e, of Harewood Castle. 
Yorkshire, alll1 UYel' LPYins Hall. ·west­
moreland. anc1 left issue 

EIGHTEEXTII GEXERATlO~ 

Sm T.Ho.:-1r1.s PnEsTox, 

who manied Ann Thm·nburg·h. daughter of 
William 'rl10mburgh, of Hampsfield in Lan­
cashire. She was a <lfre<:t descendant in 
the fifteenth (1egree, through the families 
of 11usgrnYe, Fitzwilliam, Plantagenet and 
De Warren, of King William the Conqueror. 

During- his administration of the Preston 
estates, Sir Thomas added to Preston Pat- i 
riek and Under LeYins Hall. of Westmore­
land, the valuable properties of Furness ! 

Abbey and Holker Park of Lan(.'ashire. It 
was liming: the time of the suppression of l 
the monasteries by Kinp; Henry YIII. that 1 

the purchase from the trustees of the crown 
of the site of the A l>hey of Furness, with 
other large estates, amounting in value to 

24 
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more than £,3000 a year, was made. 
Sir Thomas had three sons and six 

daughters, as follows:• 

i .John Preston, who ,Yas born in 1511. 
ii Christopher Preston, who became the 

founder of the powerful branch of 
the Prestons of Holker Hall. 

31 iii George Preston, who diec1 ,Yithout 

3-:l: 

.'35 

3G 

issue. 
h· Ann Preston, who married \\Tilliam 

Banastre, of Easingtun. 
Y Ellen Preston, who married ffrst, Sir 

James Le~·bounw. of Cunswick 
Park in \\Testmm·eland: and mar­
ried seconc1. \Yilliam Stanley, thi1·tl 
Lord :'.\1onteagle. by ,Yhom she had 
Elizabeth Stanle~-, who was }he 
mother of \Yilliam. Lo]'(l :'.\lorley hnd 
::'.\lonteagle, the <liscoyerer of the 
Guup(lwde1·Plot in A.D. 1'103. 

Yi Jane Preston, who married V\-illiam 
Lamploug-li, Esq., of Dovenby Hall, 
in Cumberland. 

·vii Dorothy Preston, who married Wil­
liam Travers, Esq., of Xateby Hall, 
in Lancashire. 

Yiii Elizabeth Preston, who married Rob­
ert Cancefield, Esq., of Robert Hall, 
in Lancashire. 

ix Catherine Preston, who married Sir 
Thomas Carus. one of the J0 udo·es of 

' IC'> 

the Court of Queen':,; Ben<:h in the 
time of Queen Eliza beth, who reigned 
from .A. D. 1538 to 160~\. 

Sir Thomas died in 1523 and left to his 

1•_, 
':t•l 
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eldest son, John, the estates of Preston 
Patrick, Under Le\'ius Hall and Furness 
Abbey, while to his son, Christopher, he de­
,·ised the magnifieent estate surrounding 
Holkel' Hall. 

When 

XIXETEEXTH GEXERATIOX 

JOHX PI:.ESTOX, ES<,) •• 

ente1·ed into the possession of his inherit­
ances of Preston Patrick, l_Tnd0r Le,·ins 
Hall and the mano!' and Ab1wy oi Furness, 
he established his prinr_:ipal residenC'e at 
Furness, and his brn11d1 of the family from 
that time forwanl. were knmn1 as the 
·· Prestons of the ::\fa nor.·• He marl'ied 
::\1arµ:aret Curwen. dauµ:hter of Sir Thomas 
Cur,Yen, of ,Yorkington. in Cumberland, and 
his wife, Agnes ( Striekland I Cur wen, who 
was the daughter of Sir Walter Strickland, 
of Syze1·gh Ca:,;tle. He married second, Dor­
othy Layton. \Yidow of Richard Redmayne. 
Ile served the eouut~- of Lanca:::;ter as Sheriff 
iri 156!1. He had issue three sons and one 
daughter, as follows: 

39 i Thomas Preston, who was his father's 

40 

-n 

succe:::;sor to the Preston estates. 
ii Xieholas Preston, who was a lawyer, 

and whoclied without issue. 

iii 'l'homas Preston, who marrieJ Marga, 
ret Fytche, daughter and heiress of 
Rog·er Fytehe, of Ellel, the owner 
of the n1st Coekerham estates, and 
theneeforvrnnl, with his de:,;cen<lants, 

REF. Ko. 
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" 

became identified with that country 
seat. 

iv 1fargaret Preston, who marrie<l Roger 1 

Kirkby, Esq., of Kirkby, in Lan­
cashire. 

CHRISTOPHER PrrnsTON, E:sQ., 

who inherited from his father Holker Park. 
married first, 11argaret Southworth, and 
second, ~1iss Jephson, and diec1 on tlw :?7th 
of ~lay, 15~t-L By his first ,Yife he had issue: ' 

i John Preston; his suc·c-essor. 
4,:> ii Thomas Preston, ,Yho marriec1 the 

Lady '\Yan<lesworth. of , Kirkling-ton. 
hut died without issue. 

4G hi Ann Preston, who marriel1 Chades 
Laton, Esq., of Sexe~-, in CleYeland. , 
a1H1 who also died ,dthout issue. ·' ' 

By his speond \Yife Christopher Pn°:ston 
had issue 

47 IY Eliza beth Preston, \Yho married fhst, 
Thomas Tildesley, Esq., of Morley, ' 
by whom she had two sons, one of 
w horn \Yas the renowned Sir Thomas 
Tildes1ey, the celebratec1 loyalist. 
who lost his life at the battle of 
Wigan Lane. She married second, 
Thomas Latham, Esq., of Parbol<1: 
she married third, Thomas West hy. 
Esq., of Mowbreck. and had ehil­
dren by each husband, but of her 
issue no further account is gi,Ten. 

At his death Christopher Preston was 
buried at Cartmel Church: being the first of 
a long line of notable Prestons there en­
tom be<l. 

30 
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TWEX~I1IETH GE.\'ERAT'IOX 

rl1HO.:-IAS PnESTOX: Esw.' 

; succeeded his father, John Preston, not 
only in tht'. po::;session of tbe estates of 
Preston Patrick. Uncle!' Le,·ins Hall and the 
111ano1· and Ab1Jey of Furness, but in the of­
fice of Sheriff of Lanc:ashi1·e, which posi­
tion he held in 1585. He married ~Iar­
ftaret ·westby, daughter of .John ·westby, 
Esq., of Mowbreck. died Jun€' 14, 11j04, and 
was buried at He,·ersham. His heir and 
onl~· child 

1 J obn Preston, Esq., marl'ied Elizabeth 
Holland. daughter ,-u1Ll co-heir of 
Riehai·d Holland, E.,;q .. of Denton, 
m Laneashfrt·. 

T'HO;1JA:S PnESTOX. 

of the Cockerham estate, by his wife Mar­
garet Fytche, had issue 

REF. Xu. 

41 

'iVilliam Preston, who ,Yas born at nn 

i 
11 

iii 
jy 

Cockerham and died in ~fay, rnz::-;, 
Xichola:,; Preston. 
John Preston. 
Roger Preston. who married Alice 

Pany, daughter of William Parry, of 
l\f em bury, in DeYonshire,and wbo,re­
mcffing from bis father's estate and 
county, established himself at Up­
Ottery, in Dewmshire, where his 
family were still living as late as 
the JH'eeeding g·eneration. 

, .. 'I'hnmas Preston, of ,-.,horn nothing 
more is g-iYen in the records. 

68 
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5ti n Christopher Preston. 

,)1 .Tern~ PnESTON', EsQ., -±-t 

w ho suc-c-eetled his father. Christophe1· 
Preston, in the Holker P,nk t>states, mar-
rie<l 1fa1>el Benson, daughter and heiress of 
"\Yilliam Benson. Esq., of HugilL ·who 
brought to her husband a part of the manur 
of Preston Richa1·<1. which had been car-
1·iec1 out of the Preston family some 
tfre generations before in the time of 
Henry IY. by the daughters of Sir Hic-hai·d 
Preston. (See Index :Xo. lt\1. He din1 
September 11. J:5H7, and was bm·ied at Cart-
mel. His sUC(•essor arn1 only c-hih1 \Yas 

,>;-; George P1·estou, ·who in his time be- 71 
c-,mH,' renowned ,ls the phil:rnthru-
pist nf Cartmel. 



III. 

T\YEXTY-FIHST GEXERA11IO~ 

,l OH~ PRESTO~, 

who sueeeecled his father, Thomas Preston. 
in the estates oJ Preston Patric·k, Under 
LeYins Hall. arn1 the manor an<1 Abbey nf 
Fumess, bat1 issue by his wife, Elizabeth 
Holland, a:-; follows: 

i Thomas Preston, who cliet1 young. 

ii .John Prest on. born in Hil 7, who be­
c·ame his heir. 

iii Ann P1'eston. "·ho cliPJ ~-oung. 
i,· Margaret Preston, who mal'ried Sir 

Francis Howard, of C01·by Castle, 
the second son of Lorcl William 
Howan1, of :N"aworth Castle, and by 
him hac1 issue. 

y Agnes Preston, v;ho married Christo­
phe1· Anderson, Esq., of Lostock. 

d Fra1we:,; Preston, who married Franc·is 
Dov,nes, Esci-, of War<lley Hall. 

The bst wil1 and testament of Mr. 
Preston bears the elate of September, 164:!. 
He died shortly after that date, and was 
buried at FurJH_':,;S Ab1Jey. 

-!9 
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"\YlLLIA:11 PHESTOX, t_;G 
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who succee(led to the Cockerham estate. 
married, arnl by his wife, ·who died in June. 
1612, had a son, 

i William Preston, ·,,:ho maniet1 first. nn 

July 2--:1, 1Gl8, Clement Braidt:: ancl 
seeond, oYi the 9th of 11ay, 1 G-12. 
Elizabeth Denys. 

ROGER. PRESTOX, 

of Up-Ottery, in DeYonshire, by bis wife 
Aliee Parry, had issue, 

i Roger Preston, and 
ii Henry Preston, who married ~liss 

\fart in. 

GEoncE PnEsTox. Es<~., 

the beir of Holker Park, '.\·as a great bene-. · 
fac·tor to the statel~- church of Cartnwl. 
Lancashire.-where the remains of his gTa111l- 1 

father, Christopher Preston, and of his 

1 father, John Preston, lay buried. 
Ii1 the words of the record: "He abo 

made an appointment for the apprenticinµ: i 
the sons of poor people in Cartmel, and :i 

foundation for fitting seYeral scholars fo1· 
St. John's College, Oxford." He died in 
April, Hi-10, and was buried at Cartmel. HP 
marriPd first, Elizabeth Ashton, the sist(•1· 
of Sir Ralph Ashton, of Great LeYer, ba1·<1-
net; a1~<l second, 1fargaret Striekla11<l. 
daughter of Sir Thomas Strickland, of S~-­
zerg-h Castle, in Westmoreland, Knight (If 
the Bath. 

By his fii·st wife he had issuP, 

10 
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i Thomas Preston, who manie(-1 Kath­
erine Hoghton, daughter of Sil- Gil­
bert Hoghton, Baronet. of Hoghton 
Tower. 

7~> ii Christopher Preston. \Ybo v,as named 
for Ms p:randfather, who estahlished 
his family at Holker Park. He clied i 

without issue. 

7-! ih F1·anc·es Pl'est011, \Ylio manied Robert 
Duc:keufidJ. Esq., of Duckenfield. 
Chesbire. She had issu0. R(>bert 
Duckenfield. hol'n H_iHI, who he('ame 
famous as a c-olonel in the serYic·e 
of the Engli:--11 Parliament in the 
c·i\·il war commencing: H\.J:?, an(l as 
the ancesto1· of the hanl11et family 
of Duckenfie1c1. 

By his seco1Hl ,-dfe ~Jr. Preston lwd 

7 3 iY George Preston. ,d10 llit·\1 \Yi thuut 
1ssue. 

7G Y Ann Preston. who manie(1 Sir George 
l\Iiddleton, of Leighton, Knight anJ 
Baronet. and died at Leighton Hall. 
without issue, April 1:2, 170.:S. Sir 
George ~Iiddleton was one of the 
most distinguished of the adherents 
of King Charles I. He died in 1673. 

77 Yi Eliza beth Prest()n, who was married 
three times; first, to .John Sayer, 
Esq., of Yann; second, to Nathaniel 
\'\Test, Esq., of Barwick Hall; and ; 
third, to George LPybourne, Esq., of 
Cunswick Park. Her seconl1 hus­
band ,-..-,1s the grandson of Thomas 

90 
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Lord de la War, and by him she had ' 
a daughter, who is nameless in the 
reeorcl, but who married Robert 
Plumpton, Esq .. of Yorksbil-e. 

18 Yii Franc'.eS Preston, who married Francis 
Biddulph. 



T"\YEXTY-SECOXD GENER.A.TIOX 

Sm .Tow, PnEsTo:-;, 

\Y ho suc·ceec1€'c1 to the estates of Preston 
Patrick and Unc1c1· Le,·im; Hall in "\Yest­
moreland, and to the manor and Abbey of 
Furness, in Lancashire. m,uTi~d. in 1G::1i, 
Jane :-.Iorgan, daughter an<1 sole heiress of 
Thomas :-.Jorgm1, Esq .. of Heyfonl Hall, in 
X ()rtbamptonshire, and "\Yeston-sub-Weath­
ley, in Warwickshire. l'pun the breaking 
out of the ch-il \Yar in lG-t.2, between King 
Charles I. and tlw English Parlianwnt,Jolrn 

, Preston, Esq., enlisted all his energ·ies on 
the side of the king, with the 1·esult that he 
was created a baronet on the 1st of April. 
1644, under the title of. Sir .John Preston, 
··of the :\lanm· of Furness.'' He was not. 
hmYen:r, permitted to enjoy his dignity for 
long. He v.as slain while fighting with the 
Parliamentar~- troops at the head of a regi­
ment put into the field at his own expense, ' 
in A.D. Hi45. His children we1·e: 

80 John Preston, who was the secon(1 
baronet, but who died unmarried in 
April, 1GU3. 
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H Thomas Preston, who married Mary 
Molyneux, daughter of Caryll, third 
'.'iscount :Molyneux, and \Yho became 
the third and last baronet. 

iii Ann Preston, who married Sir William 
Gerard, Baronet, of Bryn and Gar;s­
wood. 

iv Elizabeth Preston, \Yho married Wil­
liam, the eleYenth Lord Stourton. 

"\YILLIA~I PRESTOX, 

of the Cockerham estates, married first, on 
.July 2-l, 1G18, Clement Braide: and sec­
ond. on May 9, 164:?, Elizabeth Denys. 
1k tuok up arms, upon the breaking out of 
the cidl war, in behalf of King Charles I_., 
and b~- furnishing the munitions of war to 
that unfortunate monarch, greatly en­
cumbered bis estates; and, to add to his 
distress, when the names were listed of the 
royalists vd10se estates were forfeited to 
the state, hy act of Parliament passed :No-
1:ember 19, 1652, the name of Mr. P1·eston 
was among the number. He had issue by 
his first wife: 

i ·william Preston, who was born in 
January, 1632. He married Alice, 
'" ho died in February, 1678. He died 
April 23, 1685. 

HENRY PRESTOX. 

of that branch of the family established at 
Up-Ottery, in DeYonshire, is mentioned 111 

the records as living in 1620. He married 

REF, S11, 
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PRESTOKS IX GREAT BRlTAIK. 

11iss 11artin, by \YLorn he had issue. two 
daughters ·whose names are not giYen. am1 
three sons as fo11ows: 

i Christopher Preston. \Yho ,-..as born 
about 1,)~)0. 

REF. !\n. 

ii Henry Preston. R f 3 iii William Preston. -Se..e_ Ne. IS1 t!--J~ 
Xo further mention is made in the ret·­

ords of this Devonshire hranch of the Pres­
tons, hut the favt tbat their g-euerations 
continued in that loc-ality. is borne out b~­
the tradition of Yisib made to them by 
members of other brancbcs of the family. 

DO rl'HO:,lAS P1:E~'J'O~. 72 
"-ho succeeded to the estates of llolkel' 
Park, married Katbei-ine lloghton, daugh-
ter of Sir Gilhert Hoghton, baronet, of 
Hoghton 'l'O\H'l'. In 11\--:l::?, when hostilities 
commenced between the forces of King 
Charles I. and tbe English Parliament, 1 

Thomas Preston, yet in early life, joined 1 

his kinsmen, the Prestons of the ~Ia1101·, 

and of the Cockerham estate, on the sidr> 
of the kino·. B\- this action he areath­
damag-ecl h~ est,;tes, but not to sucltan e;- ; 
tent, ho,Yever, as to debar him from the 
honors which Charles II. designed to 
bestow llpon the more wealth;· of the 
nobles who had pro,·en true to the cause of 
his royal father, for Mr. Preston v.-as 
among those wealthy gentlemen of Lan· 
cashire, who, after the Restoration, were 
selected by King Charles II. fOl' the ordPI' 
of the Royal Oak. His esb1tes, therefore. 
\Yere still, notwithstanding his losses, valuell 
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T"\YEXTY-SECOXD GEXERATIOX. 

at £2000 per annum. His honors, too, eon­
tinued with him after the war', for he is 
mentioned as deputy-lieutenant of Lan­
eashire and high sheriff, in H\(i-L He c1ie<1 
at Holker, January 9, 1678. His children 
·were 

~11 1 George Preston, who married 1\lary 
Lowther, the only sister of John. 
Lord Viscount Lonsdale. He died 
without male issue. leaving only 
one child, Elizabeth Preston, ,vhn 
married Sir Wilfred Lawson, Barn­
net, of Isell. 

11 Thomas Preston, who was born in 
16-:16, anc1 married, first, \Iary Dod­
ding-, and second. Elizabeth Brach,­
haigh. 

m ~Iargal'et Preston, v,ho married E(l-· 
ward Ogle, Esq .. of "\Yhiston, La11-
cashii·e, and died Oct. 5, 1673. 

10-:1 
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T"\YEXTY-'l~HIRD GEXEHATIOX 

Sm THmIAS PRESTOX 

\Yas a Catholic 11riest, but ,,·hen, at the 
lleatl1 of his brother. J oh1L in .A1)1'il, lGG:\, 
,Yithout issue, he became third baronet: b_\­
a l1ispensation of the Pope of Rome, he re­
nounced his orders, and married .l\lary 
.'.\Iul,\·neux, llauµ:hter of Caryll, third Vis­
l'.Ount ::'.\Jolyneux, ancl entered into the po1-,­
sessio11 of the ',ast Pr·estou estates con­
sisting of the manor and .Abbey of Furnes:s, 
ill Laneashire. P1·eston Patl'i('k and Under 
LeYins Hall, in Westmoreland, and Hey-

1 ford Hall. in Korthampton:shire. He had 
i:ssUC'. 

\l,j Francis Preston, who diecl young, 
tHj 11 ~Iary Preston, who married "\Yilliam, 

11an1uis of Powis. 

\li m Ann Preston. who married Hugh. sec­
ond Lord Cli:fforJ, of Chuclleigh. 

Lally Preston died on June fi, 1673, leaving 

1 
Sir Thomas a wi<lowe1· and without any 
male heir to inherit the large family es­
tates, nor to perpetuate the family name. 
)Jaturally, his miud reverted to the calling 
of his .\-outh, and he determined to renounce 
the world and take upon himself the robes 
of the priesthood. Accordingly, he settled 

i L.r 
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REF. Xti 

upon his two daughters the estates in "' est­
rnoreland and in Northamptonshire. and 
the manor a110 Abbey of Furness, upoll the 
Jesuits: an<l, making his ,Yay across the 

! Eng·lish Channel to Flanders, a small coun­
tr.,· since dfriJed between France a11d Bel­
gi mn. entered a monastery there, and there 
spent the remainder of hi::; da~·s. The 
legality of his act in making (Wer the ' 
manor and Abbey of Furness to the ,Jesuit 
order, was attacked in the eourts by Tbos. 
P1·eston. Esq .. (Index Xo. D:21 of Holker 
Hall, ,1:110, after enormous expense to him­
sdf. finall~- succeeded in proving that the 
estate was properly forfeited to the ero,Yn, 
whic:h thereuprm immediately seized upon it. 

Sir Thomas Presto□ <lied in the monas­
tery in Flanders about the ~-ear 1710, and 
with him expired thebaroneteyof ''Preston 
of the ~Janor. '' 

.WILLIA::-.1 PRESTOX, 

who succeede(l to the wreck of the Coeker­
ham estate, was born in January, Hi32, 
married Alice, who died in February, Hi78, 
and he died in April, 1685. He was the male 
heir next of kin to Sir Thomas Pl'eston, 
third baronet, vd10 settled the manor an<l 
Abbey 0f Furness, upon the Jesuit::;. but 
being apprized that if a suit at law for the 
purpose of annulling the settlement were 
successful, the estate would be forfeited to 
the crown rather than to him, and the 
Cockerham estates being in no c:ondition to 
carry any more burden, he resigned his 
equity in the case to his kinsm:-ln, Thomas 
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Preston. of Holk0r Hall, with what result 
we :,;hall see. He had i:,;sue. 

1Yilliam Preston, who die<l young. 

ii Richal'(_1 Preston, ,-vho was born Sep­
tember 17. JGlil, married first, Dor· 
othy Dennis. married sec-ond 1\1ar)­
Hastings, anc1 died in 17:?l. 

lll John Preston. 

ff Ellen Preston, who married Thomas 
Parkins<m. 

Y Alice Preston. 

THo:-J.-\S Pr-:EsTo~. EsQ .. 

v,ho suc·ceeclel1 to the Holker estatt:', ,-vas 
bnrn in Hi4G. nrnrrietl fi1·st 1fa1y Douding. 
daughter of George Dodcling, Esq., of 
Conishe:Hl Pl'inry·: arn1 sec-ontl, Elizr1beth 
Brnclshaigb. daughter,of Sir Roger Brncls­
haigh. Baronet of Haigh. and died in 
Lonllon. January 31, 1GHG, but was buried 
with his fathers at Cartmel. 

He it was who, after using all his en· 
l1eavors to persuade 1Yilliam Preston, of 
Cockerham. the male heir next of kin, to 
break the settlement of the manor aml 
Abbey of Furness upon the Jesuits, by Sir 
Thomas Pn·ston. thin] baronet, finally 
rnac1e the u11dertaki11g his ov;n. Xotwith· 
standing the assurance that eYen if his suit 
were successful, the e.state wnuld be for· 
feite11 to the crown, his indignation was so 
great at the action of his kinsman, Sir 
Thomas. that at his m,·n personal expense 
and at great <:ost, he prosecuted the suit in 
the courts, and finally won the issue. 

110 
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Thereupon the cro,Yn seized the estate, 
but the disinterested action of 1fr. Preston 
won him such favor at court that he was 
enableu to oc·cupy the property under a 
long lease and on favorahle terms, so that 

i the noble e::-;tate appurtenant to Furness 
Abbey practicall)- remained in the family 
after the extinction of the barnnetc-y. But 
onh· for that generation. Mr. Preston had 
no children by his first wife, and hb secornl 
bore him but one cbihl. a daughter. who by 

, her maJTiage carried the Holker Pai·k es­
tate a]1(1 the equity in tlw manor am1 
~-\bbey of Furness,•::- from the Preston 
farnil>·· 

After tile termination of his suit. ::\fr. 

ruin, of Furne<s:-- a~ he .,aw them in 1F7➔: 
"TbP fnr famed ruin..; of Furne:--.'- Al)!Jer are situ:1tf 1 (1 al>0ut three 

mile.-. frorn the town of Barrow in Furne"'·"· and i,re~cnt u yery im­
po:--in~ appearance. and even no,,· in tbeir fall in~ and erurul)linµ- tlt'­
ca> give evidence of fine architecture and skilled ·workmansliip. 
Enough of th€' ruins remain to show that at one time the .Al1bey wa ..... a i 

very larg-e ancl massive building. the walls tbut are now :--tandlng 
being about forty feet bigh There arc man,· large windows still re­
maininp-. and remains of pillars and arches are seen all nrouncl One 
room seem~ perfect. the ceiling bt·ing formPd hy µ-roinl'd arc hr" in a i 

: ren1arkalJly good state of preservation. l\Iany of' tl1e ceilin;I.;; no·w 
1 

! decayin,' show tlrnt the groined arch was ,'enerally u,ed. Others of 
tbe arches are keystone. Gothic and semi-circle. proYing tbat differ­
ent parts of the Ablie;· were erected at different period,. 

"There is al,o the place for tbe burial of the dead. Headstone, 
abound with inscriptions, and some mutilated ti,:ures remain. Tbc 
fragments of pillars. arches and windows are very numerous. and thf' 
remains of foundations show tbe irround plan of tbe building in great 
distinctne%. all impressing the visitor tbat tbe Abl1ey in its perfect 
.stat£' must ba-re pre.-.ented u mus:..ive and impo~dn~ appearan<'C 

.. The ruins are beautifully :--ituated in a romantic glen anti well 
adapted for that privacy and seclusion desired by tbe nuns und monks 
of tbose days. 

•·we could not find any reliable datn as to when tbc A hbe,· was 
built and flourisbing in all its greatness: but during u visit afterwards 
to the old cburcb in the villa,'e of Dalton. some thr(•e or four miles 
from tbe Abbey, among the ancient documents in tbe archives of the 
church. we read with greut interest paper.., relating to a trial with the 
Abbott of Furness in the eleventh cencun·. thu:-; provin~ lle~ond a 
doubt tbe great age of tbe Abbey now crumbling and in ruins.'" 
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Preston repres2nteL1 Lancashire in the En!.!_·­
lish Parliament. He left issue 

i Katherine Preston, \Yho married Sir 
William LO\Ythel'. baronet,<lf :.I arske, 
"and C'.onveyecl to him all the la1·ge 
property in Lanc·ashire of the Prb­
ton family.'' 

His second '\Yife, who is describer1 
as a lac1y of '"incompa1·able prudenc·e, ·' 
surd \'eel :.1r. Preston till the 29th 
of l1'elH'uar~-. 173l. when she was buried 
beside him, rn the Cartmel chu]'(·h­
yard, where there arp nume1·ous splen­
did monuments of the Preston family. 

:.\L.\HGATIET PEESTO:\', 

the dauµ:hte1· of '11l10mas Prec;ton, Esq., nf 
Holke1· Park, marrie<1 Edward Oµ:le, Esq .. 
of \\'histon. Lancashire. c;(m of Cuthlw1·t 
Ogle, Esq., al)(l Elizabeth Harrington, alHl 
died OC'tolJer 5. 1675, leaYing issue, 

1 Cuthbert Ogle, to \Yhom vrns de·vised 
in remainder at the death of K,tther­
ine, La1ly Lowther, Ly his unc·le, 
Thomas Preston, a considerable 
portion of the Holker estate. He 
\Yas born in 1673, and was lidng in 
1698. 

ii Katherine Ogle, abo li\'ing in lf\\lS. 
111 Elizabeth Ogle. 
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'l',YEXTY-FOl:'RTH GEXERATIOX 
RICHAIW PnESTOK, 

, whn was born September 17, 16GJ, mar­
; ried first, Dorothy Dennis, daughter and 

co-heir of Robert Dennis, Esq .. and seco!lll. 
~1ary Hastings. daughtPl' and co-heir of 

, Henry Hastings. anr1 died in 17:21. "Cpon 
: his sueeession to the Cockerham estate. 

liel·,rnse of his extr,l\"agant manner of 
, lh·ing. and al:,;o for the reason that it 

was so eneum heret1 in consequenee of the 
I 

1 

)o~·alty of his grandfa~her to King Cbark•s 

1 
I.. he \Yas forced to chspose of nearh· all 

' of his family estate. · 
He had issue, 

,T ohn Preston, who remoYe<l from th(· 
ancestral shire of his fathers anr1 
by marriage as well as by purchase\ 1 

obtained a part of the old Preston 
estates of Preston Patrick, Leas-
gill and Heversham, and thence-
forth resided in Westmoreland. 

100 
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11:2 ' 11 Robert Preston, who was born ~lay lHi 
29, 1713. married Margaret Bouker. 
the only child of Robert Bouker. 
gent., of Broughton, and diecl 
1lard1 JS, 1788. She died in July, , 
180:2. 
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J OHX p l{l:STCl:\", 

who was the last of the Preston line to 
uecup>- the anc-estral estate of Cockerham, 
sok1 what was left to him of the propert>-, 
aml established hi1m;elf, by purchase as 
;:ilso hy mar!'ia.!.fe, upon a part of the estate 
\Yhicb hat1 been held by the P1·eston fam­
il.,- from the time when the homestead was 
c:hang-e<1 from Sc-otlan(1 into Englancl, near­
ly :200 years bef01·e, until it was C'arried out 

: of the fami]>- h>· tl1e daug-htei·s of Sir 
Thoma~ Pr·eston. the third ba)'(met. He 
obtained a pal't of the olt1 Preston Patri('k 
estatP. tog-ethe1· with a part uf the estates 
of Leasµ:ill ancl He,·ersham, in Westmore­
Lrncl, aJH1 went to resicle there permanently. 
He left male issue. 

i "\Yilliam Preston, D. D. Lord Bishop 
of Ferns, who was born in 1729, 
and died 178'.J. 

11 Thomas Preston, \Yho had but one 
son, John Preston, of Leasgill, who 
died June 28. 18l!i, without lea,·ing 
any male issue. 

llG · R01n:nT Pr.ESTO:\" 
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was born ;,lay 20, 1713, married Margaret 
Bouker and clied ~Iareh 18, 1788. He had 
is:,,;ue, 

Robert Preston, of Firgrove, West 
Derby, Lanc:ashil'e1 who married 

REF. Xo. 
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Janet Wilkinson and died No,·em­
ber 19, 1833. 
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ii Richard Preston, of Liverpool, who 1:?7 
married first, Miss Collins; and :,,;ec-
on<l, Isabella Rushton, <laughter of 
Edvrnrcl Rushton, of Liverpool, and 
died N' ovember 1, 18:?0. 

m William Preston who married 11iss B4 
Webster, and died 11ay lG. 1828. 

TWEXTY-SIXTH GEXERATIOX. 

ROBERT PRESTOX, 

of Firgrove, ·west Derby, married Janet 
Wilkinson by vd10m he had three daughters 
and three sons. He died N' ovember~ 19, 
1833, having had issue, 

117 

l:?1 i Robert Preston.who was born in 1790. 
1 :?:? 

123 

124 

l:?G 

11 'l'homas Preston, vd10 was born in 17\:ll. 
m Robert Preston, ,vho was born April 13~1 

26, 1792 and married Sarah Ellen 
Berthon. 

iv Margaret Preston, who manied Jas. 
Dawsin, Esq. 

v Elizabeth Preston, who married John 
Jackson, Esq., of Hamlrnrgh, and 
died April 21, 1819, .leaving an only 
child, :Mary Jennette Jackson. 

vi Judith Preston, who married 'l'homas 
Rodick, Esq. 

RICHARD PRESTOX 

who resided in Liverpool, married first, 
~1iss Collins by ·whom he had issue 
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128 1 John Robert Preston, born January 
16, 1803, 
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and married seconJ, Isabella Rushton, 
daughter of Edward Rushton of Liverpool, 
and by her had ehilt:1ren as follows: 

ii Ric bard Rushton Preston, who ,YaS 

born August 29, 1811. 
111 Edward Rushton Preston, who ·was 

born Decemher 2:s. 1812. 
IY Charles James Preston, who ,vas born 

Februar,v 9. 1818. 
v Isabella Rushton Preston. 

Yi Anne Elizabeth Preston. 

\\'ILLIA~l PRESTO:'.\, 

of Birchfield, remoYecl to Fain·iew, Tox­
teth Park, and afterwards to LiY1~rpool, 
where he died ),fay, lG. 182::,. By his wife, 
)-liss Webster, he had issue 

1 William Robert Preston, vd10 was 
born June 22, 1808, married, after 
the decease of his cousin, the widow 
of Rohert Preston, Ellen Sarah 
Berthon Preston. 

ii James Frank Preston, who was born 
May 22, 181S. 

111 Mary Preston, who married Charles 
Wilcling .Jones. 

1v Margaret Preston. 

TWE~TY-SEVE~TII GENERATIOX. 

ROBERT PRESTON 

was born April 2G, 17H2, and married Ellen 
Sarah Berthon, the sec·ond daughter of 
Peter Berthon, Esq., of Walthamsto,v. 
Essex, and b)' her had is..,ue two daughters 
and one son, 

1m 
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T"\YENTY-SEYENTH GENERATION. 

Ellen Jane Berth on Preston. 
J ennettc Berthon Preston. 
Robert Berthon Preston, who was 

born June :?G, 1820, and who was 
liYing in 18:-38. 

~1rs. Preston married second, after the 
death of Robert Preston, his cousin, Wil­
liam Robert Preston, Esq., of Aigburth, in 
Lancashire, the eldest son of \Yilliam Pres­
ton, Esq. 
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Related 110 douht to the famil:', we haYe follmYed 
throui.d1 its histon· from the time shorfrr after it as-... ' ._ ~ 

sumed the name of Preston to the present da:·, are the 
,existinp: families of Preston lo('ated throughout Great 
Bl'itain. ~lany of these,as \Yill be seen, still haYe the 
same family c·rest and the same motto of .s:1: JJt'e11 
T'odt-"If God \\'ills it." There is no link howeYer, 

1)>' whi('h these families nrny be c-onne<:ted in the line 
<:if suc-c-ession we ha Ye just passed in reYiew. ,v e 
:,;hall. therefore, lrnve to p1·esent them in the order in 
whic·h, and just as, they appear in B1u/.-e'.:s Lmaled (/e11-
h,11, and a,..,-ait fm·tlw1· cleYelopments. 

PnESTOX. REY. JOH.:\" ff.Ancy \Y.ATICOP. ~1. A .. of 
Askharn Br:-an Hall, Yorkshi1·e. late Hee-tor of Fre­
mantle. Rants, horn Januar>· 27, 1824: married Ma:· Jl, 
185b, Emily Anne Augusta, third daughter of Rev. 
John Brownlov,, and has issue, 

1 D'AncY BROIYNLO"\"\- PRESTOX' horn July rn, 18(\0. 
11 "\Yalter Charles Preston, of the Hoyal Xm·y, born 

Februar>- 18, 18(;-!, and died April 2, 1885. 
111 Roland D'Arc-:· Preston, born Jul>- 1, 18G7. 
ff Arthur John Preston, horn Xm·. -!. 1871. 
v Alic-e Eliza heth Preston. 

Yl Edith Preston, died Janua1·>· m, 1882. 

Lineage.-This is a Yery ancient family, descended 
from the Lm·ds D'~~l'('Y of .. :\st(m. Admiral D'Ar(•y . . 
Preston, of the Hoyal Xa,-y, of Askham Bryan, York-
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:,;hil-e, (son of Re-L John Preston, of Askham Bryan, 
Rector of 1fa.rston and Foston anc1 Prebendary of 
York. born ~lay 18, 1738, by his wife. Jane Consett. of 
Bra,Yith Hall. Thirsk1, married Sophia. fourth daugh­
ter of Sir George :X ares, one of the judges of the Court 
pf Common Pleas. and died 1847, having had issue, 

RE\". JOHX D'Ancy JERYIS PHESTOX, of whom 
presently. 

11 Edward Preston, of the Royal :Xavy. died un­
married. 

iii "\Yilliam Preston of the Ro~·al :Xavy. of BOl'de 
Hill, Sussex, married Hamilla ~farr, daughter 
of James ~Jangles. Esq.. of \Yoodbridg-e, 
Guildford, Surre~·, and died December. 1851, 
leaving. with a daughter, Ellen Jane Preston. 
wife of 'l'homas Stannard ~kAdam. Esq., of 
Blac·kwater, County Clare, Ireland, a ..son, 

RE\". D' Ancy IL-\RIUXGTOX PRESTO"'.\.of "\Yest­
mill, Buntingford, born :Xm·emher HI. 18--1-!; 
married :Xovemher 2:2, 18Gfi. Harriet, daughter 
of Thomas and Harriet Yipan, of Sutton, Isle 
of El~-. and has issue, 

J WILLL-\:'.IT D'ARCY YIPAX PRESTOX. born 
:XoYemlJer 7, lStm. 

9 Emily ~far~· Preston. 
3 Edith Preston. 

n- Charles Preston, married, 1847, ~Iary Sullivan, 
daughter of John Dalton. Esq .. of Slenning­
fonl Park, Yorkshire, and died Jan. 1. 18til. 

,· D'Arey Preston, of the Royal ?\ay~-. married 
.Tessie Forrest, cleeeased. 

v1 Sophia Preston, ue('eased. 
n1 Anne Preston, married Edward Prohyn Nares, 

Esq., deeeased. 

The eldest son, 
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RE\". JOHX D"ARCY J1mns PRESTOX, 11.A., of Ask­
ham Bryan, J. P., married first on April 3, 1821, Eliza­
beth. daughter of Peter Spenc·e, 11.D., of Kensington. 
and by her (who died January, 18331 had issue. 

l JOHX D'ARCY \YARCOP Pr:.ESTOX, 110"\\ of Ask­
ham Br)·an. 

11 Chal'les Ed·w·ard Preston. major rn the arm>·· 
married July 1-t 1875. Emmeline, sec·ond 
daughter of P. Feake 11artin, Esq. 

m D"Arc-y Spenee Preston, Rear Admiral of the 
Ho>·al Xa,·>·· born ~lay 2\i. 1827. 

ff "\Yilliam ·warc-op Peter Preston, of Brawith Hall. 
J. P. al1(1 D. L .. horn Januar>· (j_ 18:t--:, assumed 
the surname of CoxsETT 181.iO. marriet1 Xovem­
her 10. 18H4. Harriet Georgiana Edith. eldest 
daughter of Lon1 CharlE:>s I~err. and hns. "\\ith 
six daughters. two sous. D"Arc·>· Preston. arn1 
1lontagu \\-illiam Preston. 

v Fanny Preston. married 185:{. Sir Thomas Eard­
le>· \\.ilmot Blomefieltl. Baronet. 

Yl Sophia Elizabeth Preston. married Rev. John 
Blomefield. ?\I.A_. 

vn Margaret Laura Preston. maniec1 Re,·. C. B. 
Yeoman. 

vm Emil)· Ann Preston. married Re,,. F. 1Y. I~. 
'\Yoo(heare, of Crookhill. Yorkshire. . . 

ix Jane Preston. 
He married sec:ondl>·· in rn:1-5. Hannah Elizabeth. 

·daughter of Sir John ISt. Leger Gilman, Baronet. am1 
1)). her had a daughter. 

x Hannah Elizabeth Preston. married October l :2. 
1870, Rev. Edward Barber, Yic·ar of Carleton, 
Pontefrac-t. 

Crest.-On a ruined tower, a falc'.Oll ri~rng arµ:. 
heakec1. legged. and belled or. 

J/utto.-Si Dieu Yeult. 
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PHESTOX OF FLA.SHEY HALL. 

PRESTOX, .J0HX XoncLIFFE. ESQ .. of Flashhy Hall, 
Yorkshire. J.P .. late <·aptain of the 3d Light Dragoons, 
born Jul:· B, 1827; married KoYember 15, 1871, Ther­
muthes Fauquier. youngest daughter of Hem':·•Thomas 
Chamherla:·ne, Esq., of Stony 'rhorpe, Warwickshire, 
and has i:,;sue. 

JOH:\' HE;'\I:Y PRESTO:\'. hm·n ).farc·h -!, J87-!. 
ii Philip Chamberlayne Preston. born Feb. Hl,187~1. 

m Winifred ~1ary Preston. 
n- Ofrda Thermuthes Preston. 

Lineage. - CHTIISTOPHER PnESTOX. of Leeds, 
nwi·,·liant 1of the famil:· of Preston of Holker. Lan­
(•ashire 1. married Annie. daughter of William Aylofte. 
arn1 died ~"1.pril 1:?. rn:1\:-l, lea·ving a son. 

i .JOSEPH PHESTO::--;. who died. July n. 1G55. 

His son, 

J 0HX PnESTOX. Ma)·or of Leech;, HiH2. married 
first. Elizabeth, daughter of George Bacon. of 
Furness. and seeond, ).Jartha. daughter of Sir 
Benjamin Ayloffe. and died Januar:· 22, 1710. 
lea Ying by the latter lad:·• a daughter.Susanna. 
,..,-ho married ).farmaduke La,,·son, Esq .. of 
).1oreby, and died 1711, and had t,T.-o sons, 

1 Croft Preston. merc·hant of Leeds. mayor 
171."5. married Fram·es. daughter of Benja­
min \\' ade, of K ewgrange, near Leeds, and 
had issue, a son and a <lau~:hter. ·wade 
Preston, of Leacroft. who died without 
issue. and Anne Preston. heir of her 
brother. married ).fr. Sell>y of Cornwall. 

·) WILLL.\::II PRE:-:,TOK, of whose line we treat. 
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The latter, 

WILLL\:'.II PnE-rrox, of Leech. merc-hant, was 
born April 2. lti\ll. purc-hasecl Flashb>"· He manie:l 
first, OliYia. daughter of Ri('hart1 Smithson. l\1. D .. of 
Stauvlic·k, Yorkshi1·e. and b~- her had a sou and a 
daughter, 

i JoHX PHESTOX. of whom presently. 

11 Elizaheth Prestnn. marrie:1 William Topham of 
Lisbon. mer('hant. a]l(1 (1ieJ "-ithout issue. 

"\YILLLDI PnEsT0X marriel1 sel'Oncl. on OC'tober 
24, 17::?L Ellen. dau.t..!:hter and lwir of Re-.;. Jeremiah 
.FmTer. of X un lnU'nholme. Yorkshi1·e. \Ticar of Le ells. 
and hy her ndlO diec1 17711 had issue (8€€ PRESTOX of 

J£urel1y1. :\fr. Preston c1iell 1771. His ddest son. 

Jmrx PnEsTo:--;. EsQ .. of Flashh>- (who died August 
7. 1737) rn,u'l'iec1 ±frst. Eliza1,eth. c1aughter and co-heir 
of Henr>- Pa,Ys011. Est1 .. of ~-\llertlm, Gledhow. arnl 
had issue. wh:) diP 1 yn,mg·. H:~ rn:11Tit0 J :,;e('ow1. 
OliYia, daughter anc1 ('o-heir of John \Yilherfoss. Esq .. 
of Gainsborough. by Ali('e his ,Yife. daughter of Henry 
Pa,yson of York. arnl liy her haJ is:,;ue, two daughte1·s, 
Olfria, v.-110 mnrie:1 G1·2story Willia~ns. E:,;q., of Remp­
stone, X otts, anc1 was 111othe1· of Gr2gor>- Gregm·>-• · 
Esq .. of Harlaxton. and Sarah. Laptiz!:'ll Februar>- 1, 
17:37-8, and one sun, 

REY. JoHX PnEsTOX. of Flashh>- Hall, Rec·tor of 
Linton, Yorkshire, horn 1755, married Sarah. only 
sun·h-ing daughter ant1 hei1· of John Cooper. Esc1., 
of Leytonstone, Essex, hy Dorothy his vdfe, 
daughter of John Wilberfo:,;s, of Gainsborough. and 
had issue, 

l COOPER PnESTOX, his heir. 

11 Elizabeth •Preston, maJTie:1 Re-.;. E. enwin, 
of ,r ooton Park, Statforcbhire. 
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m Harriet Dorothea Preston, who died unmarried. 
October Ul, 18:-3:?. 

ff ::\Iary Preston, married Re,·. John Bradney. of 
Leigh House, Wilts. 

v Caroline Preston. married Re,·. Joseph Braclne:·· 
of Sidmouth, Devon, and died without issue 
in 1851. 

v1 Sarah Preston. married Gen. William Chamher­
la:·ne. of Orford House, Essex. 

Yll OliYia Preston, died without issue 18511. 
Yiii William ·wilberfoss Preston. died 18:--\d. 

:\fr. Preston diel1 l8:21. The e]<lest son, 

CooPEr: Pn.ESTOX, EsQ., of Flashh:· Hall. .J. P .. 
limn August :?O, 178(\: ma1Tie(1 .January 7. 1.--;11. :\Iary 
.Jean. cml:· smTfring c·hi]L1 of CoL l'atlwmt Ta:·lor. 
(Jm_,en·s Ba:·s. unc-le oi' Taylor l'ath<:ai·t. of Pitc-air1:·· 
~('otlancl. and hy her had issue. · 

"\Y1LLLDI THO:\L\S PrtESTUX. nf Flashhy Hall. 
oorn Neptember G. 181:.?: tliell unmarried X(n;. 
17, 1877. 

11 Philip Charles Darner Preston, midshipman in 
the Ro:·al X:n-y. bom OL'tober ti. ldl-!: c1ieJ 
unmarried ~-1. pril 1-±. 18:{5. 

lll J0HX XortCLIFFE PnEsTo:--;-, now of Flashh:· Hal]. 
n- Caroline Louise Preston. 

v Emily .Jane Preston, marriet1 June ::21. 18-l::\, 
James \\'heeler U1ndn, Esq .. \el(lest :,;on of 
Rev. Edwan1 l~rnYin of P,nktield. De1·h:·· and 
Wooton Park, Stafford:,;hire ). and ha:,; a 
daughter, ~far:·. 

Cooper Preston died April 1:.?. 18ti0. 

(',•e,;,t.-On a ruined tower ppr., a falcon rising 
arg. beaked, legged. and belled or. 

J£utto.-Si Dieu Veult. 
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PHESTOX OF ).J:OREBY. 

PnESTOX. THO:\IAS HEXRY. ESQ.' of ).foreb:- Hall. 
Yorkshire, J. P., and D. L .. for the East, and J. P. 
for the West Riding of Yorkshire, formerly Captain 
7th Hussars. horn 1817: married April 29, 1847. Georg­
iana Louisa Gene\-ieYe. third daughter of Major Gen­
eral Sir Guy Campbell. Baronet. by Pamelia his wife. 
daughter of Lord Eclwar<-1 Fitzgerald, and has issue, 

1 HExm.- EmYARD PnEsTo::--. J.P., Yorkshire, bor11 
July 1;-;, 1857: married 188G, Beatrice, third 
dau~thter of Dr.Thomson.Archbishop of York. 

ii ).faria Emma Georgiana Preston. married June 
1. 1;:-,71, ~-illiam Flic-k O'Connor. 4th Earl of 
Desart. The marriage has been dissoh-ed. 

111 Pamelia ).lar.'- Preston. 

Lineage.-Sff pre1·edi//9 memoil'. 

\\lLLLDI PHESTOX. of Leeds. merc-hant. and of 
Flash11y, Yorkshire. harl b:· Ellen. his sec-oml \Yife. 
<laughter of Rev. Jeremiah Farrer, of Xunburnholme, 
f:ise so11s and three daughters. The fourth son, 

Hr:xr:Y PrtESTOX, EsQ .. born Februar:· 15. 17:")7. 
married ~.\nn, daughter ancl eo-heir of Franc-is Four­
ness. of Lane Ends. Y orb;hil'e, and died Dec-e111-
he1· 28, 1808, leaYing an only surYiving son an<l heir, 

HEXHY PnEsTOX, EsQ., who suc-eeeded his uncle, 
'l'hmnas Preston, Esq .. of Mm·eby. He married in 
1;-;14_ ).Jaria s\.m1. elde:,,;t <laughter of the late Joshua 
Crompton, Esq .. of Esholt Hall, Yorkshire, and had 
lSSUP. 

THO:'IIA:-i HEXHY PnEsTox, now of Moreby. 

11 Anna ).laria Preston, manied 183H, the Baron 
de Langen, eldest son of Baron de Langen of 
Parm...-. Pome1·,mia. and Chamberlain to his 
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Majest:· the King of Prussia, and had bsue, 
a son; FrederiC'.k Charles, born June 20, 1841. 
who was killed by a fall from his pony in 1850. 

~1r. Preston died August 12. 1857. 
('rest.-On a ruined tower ppr., a fall'on rising 

arg. beaked, legged, and belled or. 
J£otto.-Si Dieu Y eult. 

PRESTOX OF D~-\LBY PARK. 

PHESTOX, JOHK WILBY, EsQ.. of Dalby Park. 
Lirn·olnshire. M. A., J. P .. Lieut. Col. (Hon. Col.) 1st 
Y ol. Batt. LinC'.olnshire Regt. sinc-e 188G. born .T mw 22. 
18:\ti: married January 12, 185~. Julia. second daughtt>r 
of the late Rev. John B. TraYert>. ~I. A .. Yiear of 
l\1umhy. Linc-olnshire, J. P., and has issue, 

HEKRY STEPHEN PRESTO:'.\, born XoY. 2\1, 18(\0: 
married Mardi 12, ism, Margaret Katherine. 
only daughter of\\'. D. Stod-:c1a1e. Esc1 .. uf 
Rkendleh:· Lodge, near Spilsh:·· 

11 Charles Tra·ven-; Preston. born Janrnu:· 5. 18132: 
dee-eased. 

lll George Herbert Preston, born X ovember 10. 
18G8. 

IY Julia Mabel Preston. born :March 11. 186:j; de­
eeased. 

,- Harriet Mary Preston, born Ma:· 10, 1877. 

Lineage.-REY. STEPHEK PRESTOX, B.D .. of Louth. 
Linc·olnshire, formerly Fellow· of LinC'.oln College, Ox­
ford, son of Wmiam Preston, Et>q .. by .Tane, his wife. 
tlau1 . .d1tPr of Hic·hard Wharfe. Es<1., manit:>t1 Januar:· 
1. 1s:r). Harriet, :·oungest daughter of Thomas Ben­
net Dohbs, Esq .. of Scremb:·· Lineolnshire, and died 
Dec·emher 5, 1840, leaving by her !v.110 died May 24, 
18771 an only son. the pret>ent JOHX \YrLBY PHESTOX, 
Esq .. of Dalh:· Park. 

C'l·e--t.-On a C'.ap of maintenance a wolf ppr. 
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PllESTOX. ::'.'\ ATHAXIEL F IL.i.Xl'IS EsQ .. of S,<.-ains­
ton, county :\leath. Irelam1. J. P .. born 18-1'.1: mar­
ried July 15, 1::3GS. Augusta Florenc-e, claug:hter of 
Lieut. Col. Caulfeil(1, of Bloomfieh1. c-ount.'- -west­
meath. 

Linea!..!:e.-For earlier pedigree. 8€€ PnESTOX OF 

GOR1IANSTON, J)08t. 

The Hox. :.L.-...nnx PnEsTox. sec·01H1 son of Jeni('o, 
:3rd Yis(•ount Gormanston. married A1iso11 Herbert. 
and had by her a son. Hugh. who marriec1 the cl,rnµ-hter 
and lwiress of Joc~el.\-n, Baron Xanµ:le. of XaYan. a]l(1 
left a son. John Preston. of _.\n1sallagh. <..·mmt.'· ~Ieath. 
Irelaml. Lord :\fa.'·or of Du1ilin. lti.S~\. This .Tolin 
Preston ha<l fuur sons. Phineas of A1·Jsallah. a11c·est1n· 
in female line of E:1rls of L,H11<rw. 1extirn·t 1: Samut·L 
nf Emn Pm·k. \Ylwse daughter aml llE:'ii-ess intennar­
ried with the aiwestor of the presr0 nt Earl of Po1'ia1·­
lington: J ohu. ancestm· of tht· Castletown. Tara or 
Bellinter Prestons rnuw exti1wt 1. and Xathaniel, the_' 
a1westor of PRESTO NS OF 8, \Y r\IKSTOX. 

X A THAXIEL PnESTOX, EsQ .. of ~wainston. 11. P .• 

for XaYan. marrie(1 Anne. daughter of Baron Daws\ln, 
am1 d.'-ing 17 ,k\, left four c-hildren. 

1 XATHAXIEL PRESTOX, L.L.D. 
ii Joshua Preston, 1fajor in the army. died unmar­

ried. 
m Arthur Preston. ~1ajor General Hth Lancers, 

married Miss Anne ~oy. and died without 
issue, 1788. 

ff Anne Preston. married 17:38, the Earl of 11ill­
tovm, and left one daughter who married Hugh 
Henry, Esc1., of Lodge Park. 

The eldest :,.,on. 
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REY. :XATHAXIEL PRESTOX, married first. Alice. 
daughter of Sir John Dillon, Baronet of Lisrm1llen. 
(•(mnty )Ieath. b>- -whom he left fiye c·hilch·en, 

XxrH.\XIEL PnESTOX. 

ii .Arthur John P1·eston, Dean of Limerick. married 
17H4. Araminta Anne. daughter of Lord Dec·ies. 
and ha(l by her· Arthur John Pre:,;ton. Rec·tnr 
of Kilmeague, county Kildare. married Har­
riet. <laughter of .T. F. 11ass>-. Es(1,. of Stcme­
Yille. c-ounty Limeric:k. and had issue. 

l. Arthur John Preston. 11ajor :1.3th Regi­
ment. married Gertrude. daughter of J. 
Knight. Esq., and has issue. 

9 William )lass>- Preston. 
it Harriet Preston. marriell R. Dunsc·omhe, 

Et,;q., ~It. Desert, c·ount>- COl'k. 

rn \Yilliam Ric-hanl Preston. General 1.Hon. Colonel 
RoYal ?\Iunster Fusiliers 1, marrietl J.r'ne. 
daughter of John Ingle. Esq .. and died 18\1:~\. 
lea Ying- issue. John Ingle P1·eston, )1a,ior­
General,late Lieutenant-Colonel 45th regiment. 

n- Elizabeth Preston, married Charles Quin, Esq., 
and died without issue. 

Y Alic·e Preston, married Richard Welsh. Esq. ,arnl 
left six children. 

ReY. Xathaniel Preston married sec·oncl, in 17G3, 
'.\Iary. daug·hter of Hon.Henry Hamilton, by whom (he 
di( 0 cl 1 i\H) 1 he left three children, 

YJ Hem·_y Preston, Rec·tor of Larac-or. died unmar­
ried. 

n1 Annie Preston, married 17f)7, Sir George Talbot. 
Baronet. and left two daughters. Mary Anne 
and Chai·lotte Georgiana. · 

Ylll 1far>- Preston. married 17~4. Hon. Y(illiam 
Brodrit'k. died ·without issue. 
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'l'he eldest son, 
XATHAXIEL PnESTOX. EsQ .. of Swainston.married 

Anne, daughter of John Bertridge. Esq., of Temple­
more. and dying 181:?. left six c:hildren. 

l XATHAXIEL PRESTOX. 
ii Arthur John Preston. Captain Ro.ntl Fusiliers. 

died unrna rried. 
iii John Charles Preston. Captain 66th Regiment, 

died unnrnrriecl. 
ff Hem·~· Preston. captain m the arm:-, killed in 

the West Indies. 
v Franc-es Preston. married William Battersh~-. 

Esq., of Freffans.c•ount:- 1\feath, and left three 
c:hilclren. Artlnll'. married Eliza. dau~d1ter of 
Major Dillon: Anne. married L. Disney. Esq.: 
and Fann~-- married Charles Battersby. Esc1. 

Yl Alic·e Preston, died unma1Tiecl. 

The eldest son. 

'l'HE RE\-. X_.\THAXIEL PnEsTOX. of Swainston. 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Webb. Esq .. of 
Hilltown, C'.OUnty Westmeath, amt dying 1840, left 
-five c· hildren. 

1 ~ATHAXIEL PRESTOX, his heir. 
11 Elizabeth Anne Preston, married Re,-. St.George 

Caulfeild Irvine, Rector of Kilmessan. and 
left one daughter, married H. B. Reid,Esq. 

m Emily Preston, married H. D. Mills, Esq. 
iY Alic-e Preston, married Colonel Walsh. 
v Georgiana Preston, married R. D. Massey, Esq. 

The son and heir, 

XATHAXIEL PnESTOX, EsQ., of Swainston, mar­
ried 11argaret, sec-ond daughter of Samuel Pratt Win­
ter. E:,;t1., arnl, d:-ing- 185:1. left issm'. 

Xs\THAXIEL FIL\XCI::3 PRESTOX, now of Svrnins­
ton. 
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11 Franc·es Eliza beth P1·eston, married Charles 
Yesc·mnbe. Esq .. third son of the ReY. Morris 
B. Yesc-ombe. of 'l'ruro. Cor1rwall. England. 

('rf.-.;t.-A crescent or., between two wings az . 

.il£otto.-Virtus sui ipsius praemium. 

PRESTOX OF BURYTHORPE HOl~SE. 

PRESTON, \\~lLLL\~I, ESQ., of Burythoqw House. 
Ymkshire, J.P. for the East Riding, born Februnr~- 2, 
181:\: married l\1ay 2~l. 18-15. Sophia Ann. daughter of 
\Yilliam Harrison, Esq.. of Heigholme Hall. neai· 
BeYerle~-. Yorkshire, and has issue. 

i \YILLIA~I HARRISON PRESTON, of Heigholme llall. 
YOl'kshire .. J. P. for the East Riding. late 
Captain ,:-\rel Regiment. born .. :\pril 2'2. 18-!fi: 
marriec1 February 7, 1S78. Isabel ::'-.la(•J'at'. 

daughter of the late John :Mac-Dougall of 
Lunga. Arg)-1:-.hire. 

ii Thomas Preston, horn XoYemher 21\. 185'2: ma~·­
ried .June 2, 1881, 1fary :t-.Iaud, daughter of 
ReY. Arthur Hibbitt. Rec-tor of Langton. 
Yorkshire. and has issue. 

m John Harrison Preston, born .July lG, 1857. 

Lineage.-WILLIA~I PRESTOX' EsQ., of Bur~-thorpc 
House (son of 'fhomas Preston. who died 1802, hy 
:Margaret, his wife, died 18171 married Mar:-. 
daughter of William Johnson, Esq .. of Appleby, Li:1-
eolnshire, and b:- her (,who died h·M-11 had issue. 

i WILLL-\~I PRESTON, now of Burythorpe House. 
11 'fhomas Preston. (Buryt horpe House, Y orb; l 

Yorkshire. J. P. and D. L. for the X orth Ricl­
ing. horn February 23,1814. 

Mr. Preston died in 1858. 



VIII. 

The following pedigTee 1s c·opied from Burke ·s 
Peerage and Baronetaµ:t::•: 

GOR::SL\.XSTOX. 

GOR)IAXSTOX. YrscorXT 1Sil' Jeni('o-1Villiam-.T oseph 
P1·esto11, K. C. :'.\l. G. 1. of Gonnanston. iu the ('Ounties 
of Duhlin and ::Sleath: Ba1·011 Birmin,! . .d1am. of E.elb. in 
Ossm·_'I·. and Baron LaunJ1·es. of tbe Saa:,;. c-ounty 
Kih1are. in frelan<l: Ba1·<m Gormanston. of \\'hite,Yood. 
11eath. in the rnited King·dom: premier Yisc-ount of 
Ireland: D. L. c-ount_'I· Dublin: GoYemor of the Lee,,ard 
Islam1:,; ltltLS to 1887. and of Britbh Guiana 1887 to 
18~.J:t now Goyernor of 'l'asmania: Chamberlain tn the 
Duke of Abt:'l'('OJ'll. K. (;., when Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland: born .June 1. 18,)7: married fii·:,;t, Januar.Y 8. 

· l 81il. lsmay-Louisa-·ersula rn·ho tlier1 August Hl. 18751. 
third daughte1· Patric-k. 1st Lon1 Belle,Y. He manierl 
sec-orn1. (ktober :?~t. 1878. Georgina-Jane. daughter of 
Peter Conndlan. Esc1 .. of Cuoln101·e. C'mmty Kilkenny, 
and has. 
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i .JEXICO-EDvirAnD-J0SEPH PREST0X, born July 16, 
1879. 

ii Richard-11artin-Peter Preston, born August, 
12, 188-1. 

m Hubert-Anthony-John Preston, born December 
20, 1885. 

iY Ismay-Lucretia-1:Iary Preston, born October 2~l, 
1882. 

Lineage.-The first member of this very ancient 
and distinguished family which we find upon record m 
Ireland is. 

PHILIP DE PRESTON, whose gran<h;ou, 
ROGER DE PRESTON, was justi('.8 of the eourt of 

Common Pleas in the first )·ear of EJward III.: and in 
i::rn, one of the justices of the court of King's Bench. 
The son and heir of this learned person, 

Sir ROBERT DE PnESTOX, who ,Yas knighted ii/the 
flel<1. ] 3tH. by Lionel, Duke of Clarence. and obtained 
a grant forever, of the manor of Gormanston. in the 
eounties of Dublin and 11eath, was Lord of Preston in 
Lancashire, and filled the oflke of Lord High Chancel­
lor of Ireland. Being possessed of Carherry. eount)· 
Kildare, he made that the chief plaee of his residence. 
His lordship married Margaret. daughter and heir of 
\Yalter de Birmingham, Lord of Carberry, and was 
succeeded by his only son. 

Sm CHRBT0PHEH PnESTON. Knight. 'rhis gen­
tleman was imprisoned in the Castle of Trim for eor­
responding with the prior of Kilmainham. He mar­
ried Elizabeth, daughter and heir of William Laun. 
dres. baron of Kaas, in the right of his mother, Emma, 
daughter of "\Yilliam Fitzmauriee, Baron of Kaas /so 
ereated by Henry II. l. arn1 his wife, Helen. sister of 
Ridianl. Earl of Pembroke (,b.\- which marriage the 
Prestons obtained the baron.\· of Kaas). Sir Christo­
pher was suc-eeeded by his only son. 

5 
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CHRISTOPHER PRESTOX, Baron of Naas, in right 
of his mother, ·who married Jane, daughter of Sir 
J enico D' Artois, KnighL and was suceeeded by his 
eldest son, 

Sm ROBERT PRESTOX, who was appointed deputy 
to Sir John Dynham, lord-chanc·ellor of Ireland: and 
Richard Duke of York youngest son of Edward IV., 
being con:,;tituted lord-deput.'- of Ireland, May 5, 1478, 
Sir Robert was appointed that princ·e·s deputy (he 
being in mi110rit.'-1, with pcnver to elec·t a cleput.'­
to him:,;elf. On the 7th of August in the same year 
(14781, he was elevated to the peerage of Ireland, b.'· 
the title of Vbcount Gormanston of Gormanston. His 
lordship sat in the Parliament of 1-Hll), and in that of 
14ft:3. He died 1503 aml wa:,; :,succeeded b.'· his eldest 
son. 

Sm WILLIA:'.II PRESTOX, 2nd Vi:,;count. Thi:,; 
nobleman filled the oflke of de put.'· to Sir James But­
ler. lord-trea:,;urer in 14\t:;, In 1504 his lordship at­
tended the Eal'l of Kildare, lonl-deput.'·, to the famous 
battle of Knocktough. in the province of Connaught, 
where, with Lord Killeen, he led· the wings of the 
bowmen; and in 1525, he was appointed lord-justice of 
Ireland. Hi:,; lord:,;hip was succeeded at his decease 
by his eldest son, 

JEXICO PRESTOX, 3rd Viscount, who died 1559, 
and was succeeded by his eldest son, 

CHRISTOPHER PRESTON, 4th Viscount. 'l'his noble­
man left, with several daughters, three sons, namely, 

i JENICo PRESTOX, his successor. 
11 Thomas Preston, created ri,.:;cmnd Tara, which 

title ceased with his lordship's grandson, 
Thomas, 3rd Viscount, ,vho was killed, July 
6, 1674, by Sir Frands Blundell, Knight of the 
King's count,\·, an<l bis brothers William and 
·winwood Blundell. '.rhese gentlemen being 
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all, however, acquitted of murder, received 
his majesty's pardon in the December of the 
same year. 

iii William. 
His lordship was succeeded by his eldest son, 
JEKICO PHESTON, 5th Viscount, who left (with a 

daughter, 1\lary, married first, to Sir Thomas Alen, 
BaroneL of St. Wolstans; seconcJ, to Simon Luttrell, 
Esq., of Lc1ttrellstown'i a son awl succEc:ssor, 

NICHOLAS PRESTON, 6th Viscount, vd10 married 
l'vfar~-, daughter of Kicholas, 1st Viscount Kingsland, 
and had issue, 

1 JENICO PRESTON, his successor. 
ii Kicholas Preston,-i;d10 married Elizabeth, daug:h­

ter of Anthony, 2nd Viscount Tara, and had 
issue, 

1. ,JEXICO PRESTOX, who succeeded as 8th 
Viscount. 

2. ANTHONY PRESTOK, who succeeded as 
9th Viscount. 

His lordship v;as succeeded by his eldest son, 
JENICO PRESTO::\', 7th Viscount. This nobleman 

ha,·ing adhered to his legitimate sovereign, James II., 
was indicted for high treason, and was outla"·ed upon 
that indictment, April 16, 1691. His lordship dying, 
hov..-ever, without male issue, in the :March preceding, 
was succeeded by his nephew, 

JEKICO PRESTOX, 8th Viscount, but the title was 
not acknowledged, although borne by his lordship, and 
his three immediate successors. He was succeeded by 
his brother, 

ANTHOXY PRESTON, 9th Viscount, who married in 
1700, Mary, only child of his uncle, Jenico, 7th Vis­
count, and vrns succeeded b,r his only son, 

JENICO PRESTOK, 10th Vist·ount, who marriet1 
February ~l, 1729, Thomasine, eldest daught,er of John, 
11th Lord Trimlestown, and had, with other issue, 
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1 ANTHONY PRESTON, his successor. 
11 James Preston, married April 23, 1774, Purefoy, 

second daughter of Sir Willoughby Aston, 
Baronet, and died April 25, 182~3, haYing had 
by her (who died March. 1792) four sons and 
five <laughters, viz: 

1. Jenica-Willoughby-James Preston, born 
1775; <lied 1786. 

9 John-Alo_ysius-Patricius Preston, born 
1779; died 1794. 

3. Ed,,·ar<l - Lewis Preston (Count/, born 
Sept. 13, 178~); married June 11, 18:?7, 
the daughter of ~lr. Holmes, of Louth, 
Lincolnshire, and died without issue at 
Doncaster, May, 188-L 

4. Philip-Frederic·k Preston (Count), re­
sided at Shonbeck, near Liege, born 
Februar:· 8, 1780, died May, 1880. 

;). Catherine-Elizabeth Preston, born April 
10. 177G; married Ma:· 4, 1813, Theodore 
J. V. ck Hensc·h. 

6. Antoinette-Jane Preston, born Deeember 
20, 1777; died at Gormanston, April 20, 
177h. 

7. Mary-FranC'.es Preston, born December 
16, 17h0, a nun. 

8. Sidney-Mary Preston, born 11arch 8, 
178:?. 

9. Frances-Antoinette Preston, born April 
24, 17h,3. 

m Jenico Preston. 
ff John Preston. 

Y Catherine Preston, manied to Anthony, Count 
Do1·ia. 

v1 Frances Preston. 
vn Bridget Preston. 
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viii Elizabeth Preston. 
ix Margaret Preston. 
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His lordship, JEXICO PRESTOX, 10th Viscount, died 
October 31, 1757, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 

ANTHONY PRESTON, 11th Viscount, who married 
Henrietta, daughter of Lieutenant General John Rob­
inson, of Denston Hall, Suffolk; and dying December 
8, 1786, left issue by her (who was married a second 
time, to Lieutenant General Christopher J eaffreson, of 
Dulling-ham House, Cambridgeshire, and died Feb. 6, 
1826), an only son and successor, 

JEXICO PRESTO.\', 12th Viscount, who was born 
December 3, 1775, ancl married December 19, 1794, 
Margaret, eldest daughter of Thomas Arthur, 2nd 
Viscount Southwell, by whom (who died January 2ti, 
18201 he had, 

1 Em,-ARD-ANTHOXY-JOHX PnESTOX,13th Visequnt. 
n Arthur-Anthony Preston, born June 2, 1798; died 

April 20, 1827. 
m J enico Preston, born September 24, 1800; died 

February 3, 1874. 
h· Robert Preston, born January 23, 1802; an 

officer in the army; died March 3. 1869. 
y Charles Preston, formerly Captain 24th foot, 

born April 28, 1803; married 1853, Alicia 
Margaretta, daughter of William North, Esq., 
of Northbrook, county Gahvay, and died 
February 2, 1888, leaving issue, 

1. Jenico-Edward Preston, D. S.O., Captain 
Indian staff corps, born November 29, 
1855. 

2. Charles Preston, born June 19, 1857, 
married !-.firiam, daughter of Charles 
A1leyne, Esq., Cana(la. 

vi Edmunu Preston, born February IG, 180S; and 
died in 1826. 
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vii Thomas Preston, of Silverstream, county Dub­
lin, and 6 Queensbury Place, S. Kensington, 
D. L., late a Commissioner of National Edu­
cation in Ireland, born May 3, 1817; married 
August 9, 1843, J\Iargaret. fourth daughter of 
Jo>n Hamilton, Esq., of Sundrum, county 
Ayr, Scotland, and by her (\Yho died Dec. 28, 
1891), has issue, 

1. J enico-J olrn Preston,captain rifle brigade, 
horn February 11, 1846; died April 30, 
187H. 

'> Thomas-Edward Preston, horn J\Iay 16, 
1851. 

3. Arthur-James Preston, born June 19, 
185:?; married l\Iarch :?2, 1887, Christina 
l\faria Dundas, only daughter of Henry 
Spencer, Esq., of \\'"oocllanc1s, Rants, 
England, and has issue, J enico-Thomas 
Pre:,;ton, born 1891, Antoinette-Eileen­
J\Ia ud Preston; Esme-Ina Preston: and 
l\fa1·guerite-Irene Pre:,;ton. 

4. Francis-Edmund-Alexander Preston,born 
March 28, 1861. 

5. J\fargaret-Pauline Preston. 
6. Caroline-Dundas Preston. 
7. Laura-~Iary Pre:,;ton. 
8. Anna-;'\laria Preston. 
9. l\J :1tilda-J ane Preston. 
10. Frances-Harriette Preston. 
11. l\lary-Chrbtina Preston. 

vm Matilda Preston, married June lG, 1842, 1fat­
the"\\· Elias Corbally, Esq., of Corbalton, M. 
P., v,ho died 1870. She died December 22, 
1888, aged 77. 

His lordship obtainel1, in 1800, permission from 
the crown to institute proceedings in the Court of 
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King's Bench 'for the removal of the outlawries of 
Nicholas,the 6th Viscount (which had been reversed at 
the Restoration), and of J enico, the 7th Viscount, 
against whom the outlawry did not pass until after 
his decease; and a favorable judgment having been 
pronounced in the Easter term of that year, a writ of 
summons vrns issued to the viscount, August 2, 1800 
to take his seat in the House of Peers. His lordship 
died February 10, 1860, and ·was succeeded by his 
eldest son, 

EmvARD-ANTHONY-JOHN PRESTOX, rnth Viscount, 
born June 3, 179G; married July 19, l80G, Lucretia, 
eldest daughter of William Charles Jerningham, Esq., 
next brother of Geor~e William, Lord Stafford, and by 
her (who died Febrnary 5, lo~ll1, had issue, 

i JENICO-WILLIAI\1-JOSEPH PHESTOX, present vis­
count. 

ii E(hvard-Francis-John-Preston, Captain late ·9th, 
Lancers, after·wards Lieutenant Lancashire 
Hussars (yeomanry 1, some time A. D. C. to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, J. P. and D. L. 
county Meath, born l'\fal'ch 3, 1845; married 
January 21, 1891, Anne Gene,,ieve, daughter 
of Samuel Grimsha"·e, Esq., of Elwood, 
Cheshire. 

m Margaret-Frances-Agnes Preston, married April 
27, 1882, Vincent Anthony Eyre, Esq., of Lind­
ley Hall, Leicestershire, and died ,June 14, 
1884. He died 11arch 22, 1887. 

1v Lucretia-Pauline-Mary Preston, married July 19, 
1860, John Arthur Farrell, Esq., of Moynalty, 
county Meath. 

v Charlotte Preston, married June 21, 1870, 
Colonel Richard Donaldson, of Ha,rtlands, 
county 11:eath. 
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His lordship was created Baron Gormanston, in 
the peerage of the United Kingdom, December 8, 1868 
He died September 28, 1876. 

Cl·est.-On a chapeau, gu., turned up, erm., a fox 
statant ppr. 

Supporters.-Dexter, a fox, ppr.; sinister, a lion 
rampant, or. 

1,fotto. -Sans tache- Witlwvt Stain. 



MISCELLANEOV'S, 57 
INDEX No. REF. :N'o. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
i 
i 
I 
I 
I 



58 PRESTO::--S I:-- GREAT BHlTAIX. 

INDEX Xo. 



~IISCELLANEOCS. 59 
!"DEX ::-So. REF. Xo. 

_______ ! 

1------1 I 
I --------~I 
! ------1 

______ I 
______ ! 

I ----------

1 ------, 
I 

I 
I 



60 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
INDEX No. REF. °XO. 

I 

I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

I 



M ISCELLANEO"CS. 61 
INDEX :SO. REF. :So. 



62 PRESTO:'.\S IX <;TIEAT BRITAIN", 

INDEX :\"O. REF. No. 

I 
I 

I 

I-
I 
I 



111ISCELLANEOl:"S. 63 
l;<DEX Xo REF. Ko. 



64 PRESTO;\°S IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
lSDEX KO. REF. Ko. 

------------------------



:MISCELLANEOUS. 65 
INDEX No. REF. Xo. 



66 PRESTO~S IK GREAT BRITAIK. 
INDEX NO. REF. No. 

1· 

( ____________________ _ 



MISCELLAN EO"CS. 67 
INDEX No. REF. Xo. 

I 



68 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
INDEX No. REF. No 



MISCELLANEOLS, 

[NDEX. KO. REF. Xo. 

I 

i -- -

i----------------
1 



70 PRESTO.NS I.N GREAT BHITAIN. 

1~------­
! 
I - - -

l_ -------------- ---

I 
/ ____________ _ 



MISCELLANEOUS. 71 
Ir-;oEx Xo. REF. :So. 

---- ----- -·--------------------------

--------~ -------· ------

----- - -----------------------



72 PRESTON"S IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

REF~ No. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 73 
JNL>EX No. REF. No. 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 



74 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
INDEX NO. REF. Nu. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

I 

I 
i 

I 



76 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

INDEX NO. REF. No 



[J"IJEX NO. 

i 
I 

1---
1 
I--· 

! 

MISCELLANEOUS. 77 
REF. No. 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I ~I 



78 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

INDEX No. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

·--



MISCELLANEOl;S. 79 

-

I 

i 
I 
i 
I 
i 

. 



80 PRESTONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
INDEX °'.'10. 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 



THE 

PRESTON FAMILY 

Isl>EX Xo. 

lN THE 

NEW ENGLAND STATES. 

IX. 
An _mportant branc-h of the Preston fam­

il)- is' hat whic·h found a home in tl~e Xew 
England States. And while there ·is rea­
son tc belie-ve it to be original1)- an off­
shoot of the parent stem. from the fad that 
the immigrant to the new world, William 
Preston, came from Yorkshire, where the 
old Preston estate~ of Askham Bryan HalL 
of Flashby and of ~Ioreb)·, are situated, the 
c·rest and the motto of the oh1 family, doubt­
less finding the Puritan em·ironment in no 
way conducive to their perpetuity, are want­
ing. We therefore, of necessity, class this 
branch of the Preston famil)· for the pres­
ent among those between whom and the 
ancient line, there is no..<"no connection to 
be found. /See P6--4~:_ 83 

FIRST GEKERATIOX /t, /CJ; 
1 GEORGE PRESTOX, ~3 ....j-;t 

who was seated at Valley Field estate, in 
Yorkshire, England, received the title of 
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Baronet of K ova Scotia, March 31, 1637. 
He married Marion Semphill, in 1634, and 
died K ovember 2G, 167~1. h:cffing had issue, 

2 i George Preston. who must have been 
his son by a former marriage. He 
had a son, William. 

3 11 William P1·eston, who married Anna 4 

4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Saunders, and died April 23, 1G85. 
She died on February 9. rnss. 

SECOXD GEXERATIOX 

°WILLIA~l PTIESTON, 

by his ·wife. Anna Saunders. had issue. 
1 ·wmiam Preston. v,-hose male issue 

hec'.ame extinct. 
ii Ric-hard Preston, in whose liJ e the 

family estate and title desce,Hlecl. 
111 Ellen Preston. 
iY Alic·e Preston. 
v J olm Preston. 

RICHARD PRESTON, 

who suc-ceeclecl to the estate of \'alley Fieltl 
and to the family title,marriedand had issue, 

i \Villiam Preston, who married Miss , 
·webster and became the suc·c-essor i 
to the title and the family estate. l''vl,.,/L1 • "[I-. i, 

12 

15 

Tf}RP t~XERA'I1IOX _;.1C', [;~l I 

I _ f6m; 'PnEsTox, '::l I n ,...-
the ~-om1gest child of William.,Pi·eston and i 
Anna Saunders, married and.had issue, \j:') i 

i \Yilliam Preston, "\',;ho married -~ry 1 15 
Sea brook and bet·ame the ancestor 
of the Prestons of i'\ ew England. 

11 .~ ohn Preston. 2G 



FO"CRTH GENERATION. 

FO-GHTH GEXERA'l'IOX 

l.':> WILLIA:\1 PRESTOX, 

17 

23 

J-r .. ,:A'V'V--f Grv.1~.(,_ r', t(...v. cl - ~ - -

the son of ,:J:~ PPetJton and )1:HB11 -£aun­
ffi"Ps, marrie( · ary Seabrook by whom he 
had six children in England, when he came 
to Ameriea in 1635, in the good ship "True­
loYe, •· and settled at Nev-· Ha,·en, Connedi­
eut, \Yhere four more children \Yere born to 
him. His issue of ten children were as fol-

b. Nor'. llf;;/ft, 19 
1 Ech·rnrcl Preston.Awho married ~1ar-

garet. 
11 Daniel Preston, who was born 1G22. 

and married Mary, and ajter­
warcl remoYecl to Dor<..'.hester. Mass .. 
where he had Mar)·, bom lu-!5, and 
DanieL born Oc-t. 7, Hi49, and where 
he died Kovember 12, 1707. 

111 Eli;jtth Preston, who was born 1624. 
ff Sarah Preston, who was born H127. 
v Mary Preston, who was born lti2U. 

v1 John Preston, who was horn Hi~{.?, 
and who was the last one· born in 
Yorks hire, England. 

vii Jehiel Preston, who was born 1640, 
married his c·ousin Sarah Fairchild. 
and removed to Stratford., Connecti­
eut. 

vm Hac·kaliah Preston, who was ba'ptized 
rn-1:1. and settled at W ooclbury, Con­
necti("ut, in lGSl. 

1x Eliasaph Preston, ·who was baptized 
164'.1, married Mary Kimberly and 
:,,ettled at Stratford. 

REF. No. 

19 
d 

28 

40 
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x Joseph Preston, who was baptized 
in 1646. 

REF. No. 

26 JOHN PRESTOX, 14 

the son of John Preston, married and had 
issue. 

27 1 William Preston, who was the Right 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Re,·erencl D. D. Lord Bishop of 
Fernsboro in 172H, and a Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Eng­
land. He died 172~) ,...,.i th out issue. 

FIFTH GEXER.:-\.TIO.X 

JEHIEL PnESTOX. 

the son of '\Yilliam P1·eston ancl :\far~- Sea­
brook. ,n1s born in l/J40. and married his 
c·ousin Sarah Fairc-hilcl. He remo.-ed to 
Stratford, Connec·tic·uL where he had issue. 

Samuel Preston. who was born in 
Jul~-. 1rnn. and cliecl 1707. 

11 Joseph Preston, who was born Jul~-
10, lti(3ti. 

111 :\lary Preston, who married Daniel 
Jackson, and died in August. 1734. 

HACKALL'\..H PHESTON, 

son of William Preston and Mary Seabrook, 
was baptized lt\4:~. and settled at Vi. ood­
bury, Connectit'ut. where he had issue, 

1 \Yilliam Preston. who was horn March 
21, W7li-7, married Martha Judson, 
in June, 1705, and died Septemher 
5. 1754. 

11 Hannah Preston. who was baptized 
in August, Hi80, alHl married Josiah 
Gregory, of Danbury, in 1701. 

23 

49 
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35 

3G 

37 

38 

39 

-W 

41 

42 

43 

44 

m Lydia Preston, who was baptized in 
Kovember, 1682. 

1v Sarah Preston, who was baptized in 
November, 1683, and married Joseph 
Wells, of Stratford, Connecticut. 

v Jehiel Preston, who was baptized in 
October, 1686, married Mary Huth­
with, December 27, 1714, and died 
without issue May 2, 1727. 

v1 Emma Preston, who was baptized in 
March, 1688, married John Sherman 
on July 27, 1714, and died February 
25, 1733. He died December 12, 
1730. 

YU Remember Preston, who was bap­
tized in October, mm, and died 
January 15, 1698. 

ELIASAPH PRESTON, 

the son of William Preston and Mary Sea­
brook, was baptized in 1643, married Mary 
Kimberly, and settled at Stratford, Con­
necticut, where he had issue, 

1 Mary Preston, who was born April 
12, 1674, and married Caleb Mer­
~ in July, 1690. After the birth 
of his first child, Eliasa ph Preston 
removed from Stratford, Connecti­
cut, to W allin~ord, where he had 
issue, ~~ ~CJr 

11 Elizabeth'7treston, born January 29, 
1676. 

m Hannah Preston, born July 12, 1678, 
and married William Andrews, on 
May 12, 1692. 

1v Eliasaph Preston,Jr., bornJam.iary 26, 
1679-80, and married Rebecca Wil-

85 
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coxson. She died on September 2. 
171G, and he married, second, 
Deborah~m. 

45 

46 

47 
48 

49 

Y Joseph Preston, born 11arch 10, 1681, 
and married Jane Cook. 

vi Lydia Preston, horn May 5, 168G. 
vii Jehiel Preston, born August 25, 1688. 
viii Esther Preston, born February 28, 

1693. 

SIX'l'H GESERATIOX 

"\YILLIA~I PRESTON, 

the ~son of Hackaliah Preston, of Wood­
bury, Connec-ticut, ·was born ~larch 21, 
lf\7G-7, and manied 1Iartha Jrn1son in 
June. 1705. and died September 5, 17,)-1. 

He had issue. 
50 i Samuel Preston. born February 25, 

170!:i; and died ~Iar<:h 10, 170(5. 

51 11 Elizabeth Preston, born February 21, 
1707, and marrie<.1 John Xichols, 
February 2, 1732. 

52 iii 11 artha Preston, horn ~.\ pril 2:), 1709. 
and married Xathan Curtis in 1732. 

53 IY Sarah Preston. born September 9, 
1711, and married Matthew Miner 
on October $-I, 1734. 

b-:i: v Hannah Preston, born December 18, 

55 

56 

1713,and married Matthew Mitchell. 
n Emma Preston, born February 17, 

1716, and married Timothy Hinman. 
vii Seth Preston, born Xovemher 24, 

1718, and married Elizabeth Judson, 
and died of smallpox on April 26, 

REF. No. 
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INDEX No. 

57 

58 

59 

60 

G-! 

65 

1777. His wife died August 16, 
1814. 

viii Mary Preston, born August 6, 1721, 
and married Nathan Mitchell on 
December 11, 1739. 

ix Esther Preston, born March 20, 1725, 
and married Gideon Hollister on 
December 3, 1750. 

x J ehiel Preston, born November 8, 
1727, married Betterus Mitchell. 
and died December 18, 1807. His 
wife died January 2-!. 1795, at the 
age of sixty-eight years. 

xi Ruth Preston, born July 28, 1730, 
and married Dr. Joseph Peery on 
April 20, 1753. 

ELIASAPH PRESTOX, JR., 

was born January 26, 167~-80, and mar­
ried Rebecca Wilcoxson, of Wallingford, 
Conn., who died on Septembe1· 2, 171!:i. 
and he married, second, Deborah M-ei'-

He had issue by his first wife. 
1 Ephraim Preston, born September 

8, 1703, married, first, Rebecca, 
who died, and he ruarried, second, 
Patience, who died May 4, 1753. 
He died April 8, 1772. 

ii Elizabeth Preston, born August 11, 
1711, and died in 1715. 

m Joanna Preston, born March 18, 1714. 

He had issue by his second wife, 
IV .T ehiel Preston, born April 11, 1719, 

married Thankful Sedgwick on 

87 
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70 
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75 
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October 20, 1741, and died November I 
22, 1758. 

v Rebecca Presto11., born September 25, 
1721. 

vi Eliza beth Preston, born December 28, 
1727, and married Abner Bunnel on 
February 19, 1745. j}II...M-}l 

JOSEPH PRESTON, 

..s·A RA 1-i Ht--,, 
son of Eliasaph Preston and ~fa-ry Ki.moer-
ley, \Yas born March 10, 1681, and married 
Jane Cook. 

He had issue, all born at Wallingford, 
Connecticut, as follmvs: 

1 Eliasa ph Preston, born May 9, 1709, 
died young. 

11 Eliasaph Preston, born May 1, 17101 
and ma~d H-ann-a.h Mott. ~ '1 I 

m Joseph Preston, Jr., born April 7, 
1711, and married Sarah. 

1Y Jonathan Preston, born January,1713, 
and married Sarah Williams on July 
28, 1740. 

v Samuel Preston, born August 27,1715. 

n .T ohn Preston, born about 1720. 

vii Ebenezer Preston, born September 
17, 172;5, 

45 
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77 

78 

79 

80 

x. 

SEVENTH GENERATIOK 

SETH PRESTOK, 

son of William Preston and Martha Judson, 
was born November 24, 1718, and married 
Elizabeth Judson. He died of smallpox on 
April 26, 1777, and she diedAugust 16,181-1. 

They had issue, 

i William Preston, born February 24J 
1749, and married Mary, who diea 
N ovember-19, 1836, aged eighty-two 
years. 

11 Elizabeth Preston, born July 2, 1751, 
married Josiah Beers on January 1, 
1778, and died February 22, 1825. 

m Mary Preston, born May 30, 1753, 
and died unmarried on December 
26, 1781. 

iv Esther Preston, born November 27, 
1755, and died unmarried. 

81 JEHlEL PRESTOX,~ 

son of William Preston and Martha Jud­
son, was born November 8, 1727, married 
Betterus Mitchell and died December 18, 
1807. She died January 24, 1795, at the 
age of sixty-eight years. 

REF. No. 
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He had issue at Woodbury, Connecti- · 
cut, as follows: 

82 i Jehiel Preston, born January 16,1754, 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

and died in youth. 
ii Nathan Preston, born January 20, 

1756, married, first, on September 
23, 1783, Currence Prindle, who 
died June 24, 1787; married, second, 
Sally, widow of Philo Perry, of 
K ewtown, and died September 20, 
1822. His second wife died July 26, 
1842.at the age of eight~--one years. 

m Martha Preston, born August 29, 
1758. and married X a than Curtis. 

lY Jehiel Preston, Jr.,born February 15, 
17tH. married Anna Terrill and died 
October 2\1, 1847. His ,,;ife died 
July 12, 1851, at the ach-anced age 
of eighty-se...-en years. 

y Sarah Preston, born June 20, 1763, 
and died in youth. 

Yl Esther Preston, born April 17, 1766, 
ancl married Benjamin Stiles . 

...-11 Ruth Preston. born August 14, l 7t39, 
and married on June ] 8. l 7H5, Burke 
11arshall. 

Yiii Sarah Preston, baptized January 8, 
1775. and married Jesse 11.iner. 

EPHRAIIII PRESTON, 

son of Eliasaph Preston .. Jr., and Rebecca 
Wilcoxson, was born September 8, 1703, 
and married first. Rebecca. who died, 
and he married second, Patience, who 

123 
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100 

101 

died May 4, 1751. He died April 8, 177:2. 

He had issue at Wallingford, Connec­
ticut, by his first wife, as follow:,,: 

i 11ary Preston, born January 8, 17:=n. 
11 Phebe Preston, born March 6, 1732. 

m Ephraim Preston, Jr., born August 
6, 1734, married :first, on March 25. 
1754, Eunice Doolittle, an<l married 
second, E:,,ther. 

He had issue by Patience, his second 
wife, as follows: 

i\' Reuben Preston, born ~fay 27, 17:3G, 
and married Elizabeth. 

v Phebe Preston, born October ;3. li:-n. 
n Patience Preston, born ~:Iarch 30, 

1738, and died April 18, 1838. 

vii Lent Preston, born ).farch 5. 173n. 

viii Eliasaph Preston, born Xovemher 28, 
1740, married Phebe Hart,on Febru­
ary 27, 1768, and died April 11, 1816. 

1x 'ritus Preston, born Januar)- 2H. 17-n. 

x Benjamin Preston, horn Deeemher 
27, 1745. 

xi Elizabeth Preston, born December 
7, 1750. 

JEHIEL PnESTOX, 

son of Eliasaph Preston, Jr., and Deborah 
itf~tciQ.i'Q, was born April 11, 17Hl, married 
on October 20, 17 41, Thankful Sedgwick, 
and died November 22, 1758. 

He had issue, 

135 
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10:1 
10-1 
105 

106 

107 

108 
lOH 

110 

1 

11 

111 

iv 

y 

Sarah Preston, born August 23, 17-12. 
Esther Preston, born April 1, 1744. 
Samuel Preston, born April 24, 1746, 

anLl. 
Caleb Preston, born April 24, 1746, 

twins. 
Rebeeea Preston. born September lL 

1750. 

n Thankful Preston, born 1752. 
YU Ruth Preston, born January 28, 1757. 

ELlASAPH PRESTON, 

son of Joseph Preston and Jane Cook, was 
born May 1, 1710, and married Hannah 
~fott. 

He had issue at WallingfOl'd, Connec­
tic-ut, as follmYs: 

111 1 Isaac· Preston. born October 1, 
17:?9-30. 

112 11 ~loses Preston, born April 8, 1733, 

113 

114 

and died the same day. 

iii Moses Preston, born October 30, 
1734. 

1v Lois Preston, born February 3, 1737. 

115 JOSEPH PRESTON, .Tn., 

116 

117 

son of Joseph Preston and Jane Cook, was 
born April 7, 1711, and married Sarah. 

He had issue: 

i Dinah Preston, born November 19, 
17:l4. 

ii Samuel Preston, born September 30, 
1737. 

REF. No. 
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lHl 

120 

122 

XI. 

EIGHTH GEXERA'I'IOX 

,\,.ILLIA:'lf PRESTOX, 

son of Seth Preston and Elizabeth Judson, 
,yas born Febrrnir~- 2-1, 174!:t, and married 
l\lary, who died KoYember 19, 183H, at the 
ag:e of eight~·-two years. 

He had issue at Woodbur~-. Connec·ti­
c·ut. as follows: 

1 James Preston. who went west an.d 
was drowned. He was unmarried. 

11 Anne Preston. who was born Feb. 28, 
1771, and married ::Xathaniel PerQ·, 

m Elizabeth Preston, who was born 
August 10, 1773, and married on 
February 28,1801, Kathan S .. Tuclson. 

n- Polly Preston, who married Sheldon 
Smith. 

KATHAX PRESTOX, 

the son of J ehiel Preston and Betterus 
;'11ikhel1. was horn on Januar~- 20. 175:1. 
married, first, on September 23, 1783, Cur­
renee Prindle, who died ·June 24, ln7: 
married sec·ond, Sally, the widow of Philo 
Perr~-, of Kewtown, and died September 
20, 1822. His second wife died July 2G, 
1842, at the age of eighty-one years. 

Rn·. Xo. 
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REF. No. 

He had issue by his first wife as fol- , 
lov,s: 

i Poll:- Preston. bom :X ovember 13, 
178~'), and died ~lar<..'h JS, 181-!. 

ii :Xancy Preston, born Januar:- Hi, 
1785, and died Apl'il 8, lSHl. 

m Syh-ia Preston, born Oc-toher l, 178G, 
and married on Marc-h 2, 181-1, 
Davi<l Hitehcoek. She die<l in 11ay, 
1827. 

1 \- Caroline Preston. born Februar:- 27, 
178S. married Joseph Sc-m-ill on 
Odoher 10. 1sn. arnl died Septem­
ber 30. 18:)7, leaving one son .. Joseph 
Sc•ovilL ,,ho was the editor of 
"Pu('k." in :Xew York Cit:- in 1871. 

v :Xathan Preston, born Odober 18, 
178\l. 

B:- his sec·nrnl ,Yife ~frs. Sally Perr:-, 
:Xathan Preston had one son. 

129 n William Preston. horn August 16. 

130 

1801. and married first. ~faria Lam-
son: manied sec:oud. Caroline SC'o­
dll. Jle lived in Columbus, Ohio, 
in 1871, where he was an Episc-opal 
<..'lergyman . 

.TEHIEL PRESTON, Jr:., 

was horn .Jul:- 15. 17!il. rnanietl Anna Ter­
rill, and died Udohe1· 2\l, lb-17. She died 
Jul:- 12, 1851. ag-ed eighty-seven :-ears. 

He hatl issue at "'\Yoodlmry, Connecti­
cut. as follmn;: 

1 :Xathaniel Preston. who was born 
:Xovemher 25. 17St5, married Maria 
Hammond, arnl died July 2(i, 18-!7. 

85 
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132 

138 

140 

EIGHTH GENERATIO~. 

ii Flora Preston, who was horn July 
17, 1789, and married John Strong. 

iii Julia Preston, who vrns horn July 2G, 
179], married first. Samuel Sherman; 
and married second, Judson Black­
man.· 

1v ,James Preston. who was born Jul>-
31, 179G, and married Eliza Beers. 

EPHRAIM PHESTOX. JE .. 

was born August 6, lT)-±. married first 
Eunice Doolitt1e 1 on ~lar<_•h 2.5. 175--1. and 
married second, Esther. 

He had ii,,;sue by his first wife at ,,-al­
lingford. Connectieut. twins. 

i Joel Preston, and 
ii Ebenezer PrPston. 

who both died Dec·ember 11. 17(i:i. 

RE"CBE:'.\ PRESTO~. 

son of Ephraim Preston and his second ,vifo. 
Patienee, was born ~lay :27, 17~ki, and 
married Elizabeth. b>- ·whom he had 
issue, at 1i:rallingfcm1. Connel'tic·ut, as fol­
lows: 

1 ~Iary Preston, who was born in 
January, 1757. 

11 Charles Pn"'ston. whn \Yas horn arn1 
died in Ma:_',-, 1758. 

ELL\SAPH PRESTO~. 

son of Ephraim Preston all(1 his seC'ond 
wife, Patienc·e, was born Xovemht:'l' 
28, 1740, married Phebe Hart on February 
27, 17li8, and died April 11. lt;lti. 

150 
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PRESTOXS IX NE"\Y ENGLAND. 

He had issue at '\Yallingford, Connecti­
cut, as follows: 

1 Titus Preston, ·who was born about 
1770. 

11 Reuben Preston. who '\Yas horn about 
1772, and died in Cheshire. 

111 Elizabeth Preston, who was born 
about 1775, and died at Prospec·t. 

XIXTH GE~ERATIOX 

XATH.\XIEL PTIESTOX. 

son of J ehiel Preston . .Tr .. and Anna 1'er­
rill. '\Yas hurn XoYemher :23. 170:S, rnaniecl 
~Iaria Hammond. arn1 died July :?t;, 18-fi. 

He had issue at \Youdhury, Connedi­
eut. as follow·s: 

1 Bennett H. Preston. who dieL1 :·cnmg. 
11 Bennett S. Preston. who was born 

about 1810. and marrieJ Elizal>eth 
Whittlesey. of Roxbm·:-, and had 
issue.· 

111 Maria Preston. who was born ahout 
1812. and rnarl'ieJ Robert C. LaVi"­
son. 

ff Xathan H. Preston, who was born 
about 1815. 

J,DIES PHESTOX, 

son of Jehiel Preston. Jr .. an(1 Anna Ter­
rill, was horn on July ::n. 17\Jti. and married 
Eliza Beers. 

REF. No. 
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KINTH GEKERATIOX. 

He had issue at Woodbury, Connec-ti­
cut, as follows: 

151 1 Elizabeth A. Preston, who ·was born 
K ovember 9, 1821. and married 
Charles P. Strong on ~fay 4, 1842. 

15:? 11 :.Martha Jane Preston, who was born 
September 17, 1825, and who died 
in youth. 

97 
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Following are accounts of the Preston families of 
the Ke,Y England States, who cannot now be connectec1 
one with another, with the principal New England 
line, nor v,ith the parent stem in Great Britain. 

THE PHESTOX FA~lILY OF 
LEXI~GTOX. MASS. 

Amariah Preston. horn Fehruar)· 5. 1758: married 
October 18, 17~H), Hannah ReP<l, of Bedfo1·tl. She died 
February 8. 17~l5. ancl he mal'riecl ;\fay 1.5, 17Hu. Ru­
hamah Lane. !daughter of John and Re1Jet·<·a. l 

who died Octobt'l' :2. 18:2ti. ;\lr. Preston had an e,·ent­
ful life. 

His mother dyino· when he was ahout two . ,.. 
)-ear:s old. he was p11t 011t. as the term was, and after 
liYing in -Cxhridg-e, ~lass .. arnl Ashford, Conn .. he 
went to Dighton. ;1lass., to learn a trad<:>. In 1777 .. he 
entered the Conti'nental arm)· and seryed three years. 
In 178.j he comme1wecl the study of medic-ine and es­
tablished himself in Bedford. where he prac·tic-ed fort:-,-­
:ffre years. His wife d)·ing, arn1 he being in the seyenty­
fifth year of his age, arn1 not affluent in his circ-um­
stances. he left Bedford to resi(le with his son, HerYey 
K. Preston. then prac·ticing medidne in Pl_\·mouth. 
His son dying soon after his arrh-al. be immediately 
entered upon his practk·e, and though adva1wed in 
life. he retrieYed his fortune h:-,- c-ontinuing in prac·tic-t• 
till he was eighty-seven years of age. 

He then left Pl)·mouth to reside with his son 
Ma1·shall at Billeric-a. 80011 after this his son remoYed 
to Lexington, and the old gentleman eame with him. 
where he spent the remainder of his <lays. He died 
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Oetober 2\1, 1853, aged ninety-five years, eight months 
and twenty-four days. He retained his fac·ulties both 
bodily and mental to the last: and his whole life fur­
nishes a 1·emarka ble instance of energy and perse,·er­
ance. 

His children were, 

1 ~Iarshall Preston, born .June 5. 1792; married 
February 12, 182-:1:, Maria Parker. 

ii Hannah Preston, born Januar)· 8, 1795: died 
August 8. 1810. 

m Amariah Preston. born June 1 21. 17f)8: died 
~Iar("h 22, 1831, in ~ew York State. 

ff Ezekiel Warren Preston, born July :3. 1800: died 
September 7. 1800. 

,. Ezekiel Warren Preston. born December 2-:1:, 
1802: rem(wecl to Kew York State. 

n Hervey K. Preston, born June 21. 18()G: died 
July 1-:1:. 1837. 

v11 Loviee ~I. Preston. born February 19. 180£1: died 
June 18, 18-:l:~-\. 

:'.\V .. TISHALL PnESTOX, married February 12, 182-:1:, 
11aria Parker of Billerica, daughter of John and 
Susan (l\1inot1 Parker. born OC'tober 10. 17!17. He 
read la,, with his unc-le, Warren Preston, in Maine, 
and was admitted to the bar at Augusta. He subse­
quent!)· established an offiec in Billerica, where he 
practiee<l until he came to Lexington in 18-:1:\.l. He 
held important town offices in Billerica, and was for 
man)· years assistant derk of the c·ourts in Middlesex 
eount)·, which offiee he held till 1863, when, his health 
failing. he retired from the plaee he had so faithfully 
filled. The)· are both living (18681. 

"rheir children: 

i GEORGE HE:--TIY PRESTOX, born June 6, JS:?.); 
married January 1, 1855, Catherine R. Faulk-
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ner. of Billerica. He graduated at I-faryard 
College in 1846, read law aml prac·ticed in 
Boston, where he resides. 'l'hey haYe se\·era] 
children. 

11 Susan Crosby Pre::-;t01L born September 21, 1831: 
died X oYemlJer 25, 1851. 

In the X e"VI Eng-land Historic-al and Genealogical 
Register. yol. XIY., p. 2(i, occ:m·:,.; the follo,Ying: 

PRESTOX F A:'.\1IL Y. 

!Communic:ated 1\\- Aaron Sargent. 1 

1. Daniel Preston, of Dorehester, :'.\Tass., "·as born 
in lG:?1: made a freeman on ).lay ?,, 1Gti3: \Yas a Dea(.'Oll 
of the Chun:h: and died Xm·ember 10, 1707. His wife, 
Mar~-, died October 5, 16\15. 

Children:-(2l :Mary Preston, born about 1645, 
married :'.\fay 28. 1662, Eleazer Fawer:-(3) Daniel 
Preston, born in 1648; married Abigail Jaekson, (born 
August H. 1647: died April 24, 1723; daughter of 
.Tohnl: was a Deac-on and Ruling Elder, and died 
Ma re h 1 :"), 1725-6. · 

3. Daniel Preston, had children :-(4) Mary Prei,;­
ton. born Sept em her 1, Hi7;) :-( 5'i John Preston :-(6) 
Remember Preston, born XoYember 4, 1678; married 
hut left no issue :-(7) Abigail Preston :-(8) Deliverance 
Prestnn;-(8l Elizabeth Preston. born January 5, 
lGSG-7:-1101 Daniel Preston, horn August 15, 168H: 
died August 2:1, 1(\;3~l:-(11) Relief Preston, died May 
5, 16!11 :-(12 l Daniel Preston, born De<·emher; ]6!-l;1: 
married January 23, 1717-8, 11ary Pierce, (born April 
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:?\l. lG~Hi: died June 18. 1750: daucrhter of John1: and 
' ; t:", 

died ~fa>- 18, 17ti:?. 
12. Daniel Preston had children:-(13) Daniel 

Preston, horn 11a>- 14, 1721: died April 4, 1744:-\ 14! 
Remember Preston. born August 17. 17:?4; married 
July 1n. 1747. Sarah Dads. (died "suddenl>- in 1758:" 
daughter of Jonathan): and died ("impposed to be 
drowned,'') Ko\Tember :?7, 17Gl:-(151 John Preston:-
1 hi1 ~folly Preston;-(171 Edward Preston:-(181 Ahi­
µ:ai1 Preston. born in 1731: died October fl, 1743:-rHl) 
Samuel Preston, bom October 2:-i, 17.'33: died Odober 
11. 1743:-(201 Eli Preston, born in 1737: died January 
:?:?. 174\l:-(21) :Margaret Preston. 

14. Remember Preston had children :-(2:? 1 Abi­
~tail Preston. born April H, 1748:-(:?:31 Sarah Preston. 
horn ~fareh 1.,.17-±0:-(24) Daniel Preston. horn June 
7. 17,5:?:-(:..f5J eb.e Preston, born KoYember lO, 1754: 
married Fr· c:is Moore. and died 11ay 5, 1838;-(:?Ci_l 
Rememher reston. born KoYember 17, 175G. 

'ifµ "£ /3 12 

THE PRESTOX FAMILY OF 
KEW IPSWICH, MASS. 

Dr. John Preston, the first of the name in this 
tcnn1. was the son of Captain Samuel P1·eston of Lit­
tleton, who was a descendant of John Preston of 
Ando\·er. The family were in Andover as earl)- as 
1G72. and Captain Samuel Preston. with his wife 
Hannah. settled at Littleton about 1728. He was an 
adive and influential man in the town before the 
Hen)lution, and besides serdng in his military capae­
ity, was town Treasurer, and jn other town offices. 
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His children wen': 
~ i James Preston, horn Januar:- 10, 17:?H. 

ii Hannah Preston, born July, 1733. 

iii John PrestmL bom September 22, 1738, and set­
tled in K e,Y I pswic-11~ l\1ass. 

iY Mary P1·eston, bom ?-.lay 1:~. 174:?. 
v Peter Preston, born February 17, 17-tt 
At the age of eighteen the thir<l c·hild above 

named, Dr. John Preston, sen·ed one campaign at 
least. as a soldier in the c·ompan:· of hb father. Cap­
tain Samuel Preston. in the F're11d1 war, in 175G. The 
partic·ulars of his earl:· edrn·ation. ,Yhich was probahl>­
<lefet'ti,-e. are not known: hut. at tl1e earl:- age of 
twent:'1--two yea1·s. in 17\i0, he settled in this to" n as a 
pl1:,-sic·ia11. Thus. in one year t,Yu of the learned 1wn­
i'essions \Yere filled h>- twn adive :·ounp: men of the 
same age. and in a fe,Y years more. the other also. 

On Kovemher :?n. 17\i-:L D1·. Preston married Re­
becca Farrar. the sister of the minister. He bec-ame 
8killful anc1 popular in his 1irofession. and for more than 
forty :·ears retained exelusi,-e posse8sion of the 
ground, except that in the latter part of hb life, he 
took his son into partnership. and at his dec·ease, left 
the whole prac-tive in his hall(ls. 

As a citizen, he was zealous. adiYe and influential 
in all matter8 of general and politieal interest in the 
town. After the incorporation of Kew Ipswic-h in 
176:?, he was eleded one of the first board of Selec-t­
men. and be often sern·<l the town as Representatin,' 
in the General Court, and in other town offices. In 
1782, 011 the resignation of Judg-1:' Farrar. he was 
chosen a member of the Convention fur framing the 
State Constitution. 

During the ReYolution, D1· . .Tohn Preston was one 
of our most ardent ViThiµ:s, and ditl muc·h to encourage 
the people to make the g:rea t exertions they did in 

X Settled in Whittingham, Vt. See History of W. 
for children. He mar.ried Elizabeth Russell. 
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aid of the common cause. Anecdotes of his wit and 
hum01· as a legislator have come down to our time.and 
the reeords of the town still preserve memorials of 
this trait of his character. He built the large house 
where his descendants still lfre (185:?) and resided 
there till his death. which occurred February 17, 1803, 
in his sixty-fifth ~-ear. His wife smTivecl him more 
than twenty-six years. 

Their children were, 
Rebeeca Preston, born Jul~- lG. 17(iS, married 

August 10, 1791, John Hubbard, a graduate of 
Dartmouth, 1785. 

ii John Preston, born February 15. 1770. 

iii Lucy Preston, born December 3, 1771. married 
October 11\ 179-:1, Thomas Bancroft, of Pep­
pel'ell. who died in 18-:1:G. 

p; L~-dia Preston. born October 2fi, 1774. married 
Josiah Bellow·:,;, and removed to Lanc3:Ster, 
X.H. 

v Hannah Preston, born January S, 177H, lived 
unmarrieJ, and died at Lancaster, ,..-ith her 
sister. 

n Mary Preston, born June 5, 1777, li-ves (1852) 
unmarriecl at the family mansion in X ew Ips­
wich. 

v11 Samuel Preston, born June 24. 1778, married a 
daughter of Timothy Taylor, Esq .. of Dunstable. 
He remo\·ed to Norwalk, 0., where he followed 
the vocation of editor and printer of a news­
paper till his decease. On the evening of 
March 3, 1852: in descending his office stairs, 
he fell and fractured his skull so that he died 
the next morning in his seventy-fourth year. 
It is said "he was much respected, filled rep­
utably a number of responsible offices, and 
left not a personal enemy." 
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Yiii Stephen Farrar Preston. born June 2, 1780, mar­
·r:ied Hannah Kimball.and liYes in Xew Ipswich. 

1x Timoth_;· Farrar Preston. born June 2, 1780, 
lh·es unmarried at the mansion house of his 
father. 

x Peter Preston. born June 20, 1782, died a young 
man at Cape Breton. 

x1 Xancy Preston, born August 10, 1784, married in 
October. l 80rl, Seth King~ who die cl in 1851. 
The widow and some of her children live with 
her brother and sister at the old family mansion. 

John Preston. the oldest son of the abo,·e, who 
was born February 15, 1770, graduated at Dartmouth 
in 17£!1. He studied medicine partly with his fathe1·, 
and partly with Dr. Holyoke. of Salem, and opene:1 an 
apothec-ary1s shop and commencecl prac-tice as a ph_;·­
sie:ian here in connection with his father, in D2cem­
ber, 17H4. On Januar_;· 21. 17£!8, he married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Hon. Ebenezer Champney. After his 
father's death in 1803. he sueceeded to the general 
medieal practice of the town; and notwithstanding the 
adjoining tmn1s were b_;· this time supplied with phy­
sicians, he had oecasional calls among them. After the 
turnpike ,vas built, he ereeted on that street the first 
dwelling house, being- at that time the only one on that 
road, near the Yillage, except the old parsonage house 
on the hill, whieh was appl'opriated for a tavern. To 
that place he removed his apothel'ary shop, and there 
be lived till his death in 1823. He maintained a res­
peeta ble standing and reputation as a ph_;·sician, anL1 
was a good citizen. 

He served as Town Clerk for seventeen years, 
commeneing in 180::?, and several years as Selectman. 
He wrote a good round recording hand, and the rec­
ords bear ample e....-iclenl'e of his capaeity as a Clerk, 
and ocl'asionl_;· of his personal feelings and pred i lee-
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tions as a townsman. His wife and several children 
smTi1;e him, of whom .John Preston who graduated 
at Harvard College in 18:?:3. is settleJ in the p1·actice 
of law in this town. 

He had issue as follm,·s: 

1 Ebenezer C. Preston, born in 179n. was an 
apothecar>· in Boston ant1 died in 18:?8. 

11 Rehec-c-a Preston. born in 1800, am1 died in 1807. 
m .John P1·eston. born in 180:?. 
lV Eliza Preston. born in 180-1, married Elisha L. 

Hammond. 
,. Luc·y Preston. born in 18'.)3. marrieJ Franc-is K. 

Cragin. 
n Abigail Preston, born in 1807, married Benja­

min B. Brown. 
Yll ~faria Preston, born in 180\l, and diel1 in 1s:10. 
nu William Henry Preston. horn in 1811. 
ix Thomas Bancroft Preston, born in rnrn. 
x Rebec-c-a Preston. b:)rn in 1815, nnrrie:l Benja­

min F. Whipple. 
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PRESTON FAMILY 
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12 

VIRGINIA. 

XIII. 

Another branch of the Preston family'. 
one that has borne the mark of -the same 
noble charaderistics through all its ·gen­
erations, and that has likewise borne 
through all the vjcissitudes of pioneer life 
in the new world, the same crest and the 
same de,·out watchword "sj Dieu veult, '' is 
the one in which we are most interestect and 
which it will now be our pleasure to follow 
in as much detail as our information will 
permit. The Prestons of Virginia, U.S.A., 
trac·e thejr eonnedion to the anc:ient line. 
running back some nine hundred years, 
through a most romantic incident, which is 
related as follows: 

'"l1he Prestons were from the north of 
England, and eontributecl six brothers to 
the army of William III. [James II.~]* as in 
168\l, he mare-heel against the insurgent 

• See appendix, note II. 
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Roman Catholics of Ireland. Three brothers 
perished in the memorable siege of Derry. 
'l'wo returned to York8hire, and one Arc·hi­
bald, remained in Londonderry, ·where hb 
son, John, ,,·at,; born. 

We 8halL therefore, in this part of our 
memorial, take our reC'.koning from 

FIRST GEXERATIOX 

ARCHIBALD. PrtESTOX, 

of ,,horn ,,e lrno"· nothing- furthe1· than 1s 
gh-en ahoYe. It would be interesting to 
know the relation ht> hon' to the line we 
haYe followed through so many hundreds 
of years of its histur.,·, ,Yhether he was of 
those ,,ho were natiYe of Furness, or of 
Coc·kerham. or of Hnlker, or whether he, 
with his brother:,;, was a sc·ion of some 
branch of the family that sprang from the 
parent 8tem at an earlier date than either 
of tl1ese: but these queries along with the 
one as to what was the attraction that kept 
him from returning to England with his 
brothers. must be left to the student of 
later time, and more re:,;ourC'.es. ·we know 
that he had issue. 

SECOXD GEXERATIOX 

Jonx PnESTOX. 

who was horn allont l(i\1:1, at Londonderr~·. 
IrelarnL arnl who. aftt:'l' maJ'l'~·inµ: Elizalieth 
Patton. the :,;istc0 l' of C'olmwl James Patton, 
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emigrated to Virginia in the year 1740, and 
died there in 1747. In his dissertation on 
"The Prestons in America," Hon. William 
E. Robinson introJuces his subjeet as fol-
lows: "2. :-

"John Preston was born,in Ireland, in 
the city of Derry, and enµgratecl to this 
country in the year 17-Kl. About fifteen 
~-ears before leaving Ireland. he married 
Miss Elizabeth Patton, of the eounty of 
Donegal, and had five children, all born in 
Ireland, with whom and his exeellent wife, 
and also his brother-in-lav.-. Colonel .James 
Patton, he came to America and settled in 
Yirginia. Colonel Patton ,-.;as a man of 
wecilth and worth, and had for some ~-ears 
commanded a merchant ship. He obtained 
an order of the council of Yirg-inia, under· 
which were appropriated to himself and 
associates one hundred and twent~- thousand 
acres of the best land above the Blue Ridge 
in that state, several valuable tracts of 
which came to his descendants. He was 
killed by the Indians in 175::3. 

''John Preston was also a weal thy man, 
but in a severe storm on his passage to this 
country, lost much of his property. He 
obtained a valuable tract of land called 
'Robinson"s,' which deseenderl to his son. 
and, until re~ently, remained in the family. 
Others of his family, cousins or nephev,·s. 
probably, came with him, or soon after his 
arrival, as we find that his grandchild. 
1'1argaret Brown Preston. married a dis­
tant relatiYe, son of Robert Preston. Hi:,; 
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:first residence was at Spring Hill, in 
Augusta county, but in about three years 
he purchased, and, with his family, settled 
upon, a large tract of land adjoining Staun­
ton, on the north side of the town. In 
seven years after his arrival in this coun­
try, he died, and was buried at Tinkling 
Spring l\leeting-house, a celebrated pioneer 
place of Presbyterian worship. His wife 
and five children surviYed him. l\frs. Pres­
ton was a lady of great strength and energy 
of character, and she managed the planta­
tion upon which she lived until her dis­
tinguished children were all eclueated, 
grown up, and manied. She then removed 
to Greenfield, the seat of her son, ,Yilliam 
Preston, ·whe1·e she died, in the year of the 
Dedaration of IndependenC'e, at the age 
of sevent)·-six. having surYiYed her husband 
twenty-nine years. 

"The children of John Preston and 
Elizabeth Patton were Letitia, who mar­
ried Colonel Robert Rre<.'.kinridge; Mar­
garet, who married Rev. J olm Brmn1; W il­
liam, who married Susanna Smith; Ann, 
v,ho married Colonel I'raiwis Smith: and 
1far)·, who married John Howar<l, all of 
Yirginia, from each of whom sprang a raee 
of illustrious Americans.and illustrating the 
history of a great many of the states of the 
Union. 

''Over the gra.-e. at ':Pinkling Spring 
11 eeting-house, of this Irishman, the found­
er of so many Ame1·ic·an families, stands an 
obelisk with the following insc·ription: 

REF. No. 
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[West Sitlc.] 
To commemorate the virtues 

of 
JOHN PRESTON, 

who was buried here in the year 
li-!i. 

[South Sic1c.] 

To attest the filial piety 0f his 
DESCEXDANTS 

in the third and fom•th generations, 
Of many names and scattered through many states. 

[Eust Side.] 

And, more than all, to record 
The faithfulness and mercy of God 

To the seed of the righteous. 

[Xort/1 Sitlc.] 

This monument was erected by the 
l\Iem bers of the 

PRESTON FA~IILY, 
in the year of om· Lord 

185i'i. 

In the "Annals of Augusta Count~-, 
Ya., ''·we read of John Preston's pro-.;ing his 
importation: 

''At May term, 17-:1:G, John Preston 
proved his importation from Ireland, with 
his ·wife Elizabeth, William, his son, and Let­
tice and Ann, his daughters, at his own 
charge, 'in order to partake of his majesty·s 
bounty for taking up land.' 

"Foote speaks of John Preston as 'a 
shipmaster in Dublin.' Brock sa~·s he was 
a ship carpenter. He came to the count~­
\of Augusta! in the year 1740, with his 
brother-in-law, James Patton, who was a 
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brother of Preston's wife. He resided for 
a time at Patton's place. Springhill, but 
a bout the year 17 43 he removed to the 
tract known as Spring Farm, adjaeent to 
Staunton, and there, in a house near the 
site of the present city water works, he 
lived and died. He and other Presbyterian 
people of Staunton and vicinity, of his day, 
worshipped at '!'inkling Spring churc·h, and 
his body was interred at that place. His 
eldest daughte1· married Robert Breckin­
ridge, the ancestor of se-veral distinguished 
men. The second daughter married the 
ReL .John Brown, pastor of Xew ProYi­
dence c·hurc·h, and from them desc-ended 
John Brm...-n, of Kentuc·k~·. and James 
Brown, of Louisiana. both of them lTnited 
States senators. aud the latter minister to 
Franc-e. William Preston was the father 
of a numerous family, male and female.and 
many of his descendants have been eminent 
in Yarious ,...-alks of life. J olm Preston. the 
aneestor, appears to ha-ve been a quiet 
man. and "·ithout tlH~ bustling euergy whic·h 
c·haraeterized other pioneer settlers; but 
the traits whic-h he and 'his wife Eliza­
beth' transmitted to their posterit~- is a 
noble testimon~- that the pair possessed 
more than common merit. He died in 1747, 
leaYing a Yery small estate as far as ap­
pears. His wife qualified as administratrix, 
Februar~- ti, J 747, and executed a bond with 
John 11axwell and Robert McClanahan as 
her securities. in the penalty of £100, indi­
cating a personal estate of only £50." 
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Referring to the Pres tons as con -
nected with the Washington College. Wm. 
H. Ruffner writes: 

"Among the Scotch-Irish- and the 
remark mio·ht be made more o-eneral-there ,-, b 

is no family more noted than that whic·h 
has descended from John Preston and 
Elizabeth Patton, his wife. of Augusta 
count)-, Virginia. And if to the direc·t 
fa mil:· of John Preston be aclde(1 the fami­
lies whi<:11 haYe become connected with it 
h:· marriage-suc·h as the Bre('kinridge.~k­
Dowell. Lewis. Flo:·d, Pe:·ton, \Yatts.C'amp­
hell of Southwest Virginia. Carrington. 
Hampton of S:iuth Carolina, J olrnston of 
Kentueky. ~larshall. Randolph. antl other 
families of note-it will be seen that he1·e 
is a truly remarkable famil:· connedion. 
Aml it i:,; a famil:· that will bear dose in­
spec·tion, for it has been as marked for the 
personal yfrtues of it:s members as it has 
been for talent. culture and high position." 

Of John Preston ?\fr. Ruffner writes: 

"But these claims (of titled anc-estryl 
are too remote eYen to kindle so infiamma­
bl ea thing as family pride. And, howeYe1· 
real they may haw• been, the:· <lid John 
Preston no good in the all-important mat­
te1· of a liYelihorn1, for he h,Hl to earn his 
liYing at a trade: and the stor:· current 
among the old member:,; of the famil:· is, 
that he was a ship c:arpenter in the 'ship­
>-ard' in Dublin, of Colonel James Patton. 
Outside of the household annals he is 
spoken of as the 'ship-master of Dublin:· 
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hut ,Yhether he was employed first in the 
building- and then in the c·ommanding of 
one of Colonel Patton's Yessels is nowhere 
fully stated. He was an uncommonly hand­
some fellow, this >-oung carpenter, ',yith 
eorreet principles and of strong mind and 
attractiYe manners.· Ancl ,Yho ean tell 
but that that hit of heraldr>-· and the title 
that we haYe been talking about, had, in­
n>h-ed in them, the curious hereditary 
power to do him a good turn now, by ad­
ding to his gifts of person and character 
the delic·ate charm of social ease and 
graee:-for he won for his vdfe Eliza1Jeth 
Patton. the fair sister of hi.s aristoc'.ratic 
and affluent employer! It was the best 
bit of carpentering he eyer did. Arni though, 
at the encl of more than a century and a 
half. as the lad>- passes under the partly 
critical but wholl>- affectionate observation 
of her grand-daughter \ with seYeral 
'greah;' interposed1. some wonder cannot 
be repressed as to what were the soft per­
suasions, beyond those I haxe mentioned, 
that tempted our Yig-orous, independent, 
eYer-to-1Je-honored aiwestress to step down­
ward in her matrimonial venture, especial­
ly as her two sisters had emblazoned the 
family escuteheon with the impressive 
quarterings of a pai1· of titled gentlemen: 
yet, at the same time, we must throw up 
our hats in heartr applause at that master­
stroke of the >'cmng uwchanic, by which he 
sec·urec1 to his establishment the mental 
ornament and hrillianc-y whid1 his wife has 
dispensed through all their generations. 

REF. Nu 
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''But the c-rowning gem in the drnrac-­
ter of that remote pair, for which we are 
under the deepest obligation, is the piety 
of the husband. It was for this that he 
suffered in Ireland; ancl this ga-ve the im­
pulse to his venture across the sea, for 
which his connedion with Colonel Patton 
supplied the opportunity, and this laid the 
foundation of his American home. 

··Col. James Patton, whose wife ·was a 
daughter of Benjamin Borden, holder 0£ 
the famous land-grant in "\'irginia. ,,;as an 
offieer in the Royal Xa-vy during the wars 
between William III. and the Netherlands: 
a man of great wealth and energ>- ancl in­
fluenc-e, who, listening to the glowing pic·­
tures of Yirginia be>-ond the sea. had gone 
thither, ha-ving receiYed 'an order from the 
Go-vernor of Yirginia under whic-h heap­
propriated to himself ancl assoc·iates 
120,000 acres of the best lands l>-ing a ho-ve 
the Blue Ridge in that State.' Being 
energetic and enterprising he determined 
to take out his own colonists. His knmY l­
edge of the sea and large means enabled 
him to buy or build (both are intimated in 
the fragmentary material within m>- reac-h1 
ships of his own in which were transported 
a large number of that class of emigrants 
known a:-s ·redemptione1·:-:;.' In the prosecu­
tion of this plan he is said to lrn-ve crossed 
the Atlantic twenty-five times! Douhtless 
he may have drawn into these schemes his 
brother-in-law. John Preston, b>· ach·anc-ing 
the 'ship-carpenter' into the 'ship-master' 
of one of his own -vessels, thus reconciling 
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the traditions on that point. Be that as it 
ma~-, howeYer. it is quite certain that 
Preston stood in no attitude of financial 
dependence upon his rk·h kinsman. His 
grandson, Hon. John Brown, long in the 
l,Tnited States Senate from Kentucky, after 
eonfirming the statement of the loss of his 
household goods by a storm on their pas­
sage from Ireland, adds. 'that John Pres­
ton. being an associate, obtained under the 
order of Counc·il, aforesaid, t that to Colo­
nel Patton1 a yalua 1)le trac-t of unc-ulti,·ated 
land called ·Robinson's.' which desc·endecl 
to his son,' ek. And Waddell, in his 'An­
nals of Augusta County,• CO})ies from the 
Court 1·eeords the fac-t that he 'prm·et1 his 
impurtation frnm Ireland ,vith his wife and 
three c·hil<lren. at 71 t8 ou111 charge. in order 
to partake of his ~Iajesty·s bounty for tak­
ing up land.· 

··It \Yasin 17::38 r17-:10] that these ship­
wrec·kel1 immip ants made their way to a 
trac·t of land in .. :\..ugusta Co .. Ya., belonging 
to Col. Patton. and known as Spring- Hill. 
Here they remained till Preston was able 
to J>l'Oc·ure a home of his own, not far dis­
tant. and neai· the site of the present city 
of Staunton. to whil·h he J'emoYed his entire 
family-his wife anc1 fiYe c-hilclren - of 
whom ·William, the only sun and youngest 
c.-hikl, was bet,,een seYen and eight years 
ohl. haying heen born in Donegal, Ireland 
on Christmas day, 17:?~. A struggle with 
the dangers and p<lYert)· of frontier life was 
a he,ffy part of the pric-e paid by those 
early comers for the eiyil and religious 
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liberty they demanded for themselves and 
their children. In this case, however, the 
battle was not long, for in 1747 Preston 
died, and was buried in the graveyard of 
the Tinkling Spring chur<:h of which he 
was a member. He left four daughters 
who, as mothers and ~:randmothers of the 
Howards and Browns and Breckinridge:,; 
and Smi.ths and :Marshalls and Blairs, have 
furnished brilliant men in both house:,; of 
CongTess: and as governor:,; and jurists and 
orator:,; and authors and soldier:,;; as diplo­
mats and c-lergymen and journalists: as col­
lege presit1ents and profe:,;sor:,;. and in the 
person of John C. Breckinridge and of 
Frank Preston Blair. candidates for the 
p1·esidenc·y and vic·e-presideuc·)- of the 1 

lTuite(1 States. 
'·Besides these daughters he had one 

:,;on, '\Yilliam Preston. 
'' . .:\ hurnh·ed years swept m-er that 

quiet gra,-e. beating down the Jowl)- motmd, 
hearing away the frail defenses against ob­
li ·don made h)- lm-ing hand:,; long :,;inc-e 
folded beside him, before the tardy mem­
ory of his desc·endants vrns roused to the 
pious duty of re:,;cuing it. and rearing 
abon'' it a simple granite shaft. on whid1 
to in:,;c-ribe his name and their gratitude. 
But what re<.:ked tlw dreamless sleeper of 
these late memorial:,;! In the firmness of 
his Christian faith, ·not having reeeiYe(l 
the promises. but having seen and greeted 
them from afar,' he had founded his house, 
and the great ad1ievement lh-e:,; on and OIL 
in ever-widening beneficern.-e, as his gen-
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erations multipl~· in the young empire to 
whic-h he c-ontributed them. And. as the 
light gleams along the household history 
from then till now, I seize the pen to un­
denYrite his testimony to the faithfulness 
of God\; c-ovenant to His c·hildren and to 
tluir-s. ,. 
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To resume our genealogical pursuit, 
John Preston by his wife Elizabeth Patton, 
had issue, 

3 i Letitia Preston, who was born about 
1725, in Londonderry, Ireland, and 
died in 1798. She married Colonel 
Robert Breckinridge, and after his 
death removed with her family to 
Kentueky, where their descendants 
still reside. 

"She had five children -
four sons and one daughter. Her 
eldest son, William Breckinridge, 
resided in Fayette county, Ken­
tucky. He married a young lad)~ 
named Gilham, and had six children. 
The eldest of these, Robert H. 
Breckinridge, married Miss Eliza­
beth Pollard. The second. child., 
John B. Breckinridge, was a 
merchant in Staunton, Virginia, and 
left several children. The third 
child, Elizabeth Breckinridge, mar­
ried Andrew Cal-dn, and left several 
children. The fourth child, Samuel 
M. Breekinridge, was an officer in 
the United States nav~-. 

"The seeond child of Letitia 
Preston and Colonel Robert Breck-
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inridge, John Breckinridge, was a 
la,-.;yer and statesman of high stand­
ing. He was a Sena tor in Congress, 
and attorney-general of the United 
States in the cabinet of President 
Jefferson. He married ~fiss Mary 
Hopkins Cahell, of a noted Virginia 
family, and died in 180G, leaYing 
seven c·hilc1ren. great grand-chil­
dren of J olm Preston. The eldest 
of the:,;e. Letitia Breckinridge. was 
twil·e mmTied. Her first husband 
was .Alfrea Gra~·son, who left one 
son. John B. Grayson, who was an 
ofliver in the rnited States arm~-. 
am1 afterward a general offic-er in 
tlw Conf t>dera te ser,-ke. He mar­
ried ~Iiss C. Sem·le. of X ew Orleans, 
and left a 1,-,011 •• John B. Grayson.Jr .. 
who was abo an offi('er in the Con -
federate serYi('e, and was afterward 
a planter near GainesYille, Ala­
bama. Her se(•ond husband was 
Major-General Peter B. Porter, of 
Xiagara Falls, also Irbh. who was 
offered by President Madison, and 
dee-lined. the appointment of gen­
eral-in-ehief of the army of the 
l:'niU_0 '1 States. and was secretary 
of ,ya 1· int he l'a hinet of John Quinc·Y 
Adams. He distinguished himself 
in the se(•rnH1 war. at Chippewa and 
Lunc1y"s La1w. for ,Yhi<·h he .rec-eh-eel 
a gohl rnetlal from C011gress an(l a 
s"·oi·,1 from the ::-;tate of· Xew York. 
and. 1 it>Her thau all, a good wife 
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from this old Irish family of Yir­
ginia, by whom he had several chil­
dren, one of whom,Peter A. Porter, 
was a colonel of New York volun­
teers, and was killed at the battle of 
Cold Harbor. This Peter A. Porter 
married his cousin, Mary Cabell 
Breckinridge, daughter of Rev. 
John Breckinridge, the distin­
gubhed professor of Princeton Col­
lege, and grand-daughter of Re\·. 
Doctor Miller of Princeton Col­
lege. Another son of Peter B. 
Porter was Augustus S. Porter. 
enited States senator from ?IIi(•hi­
gan. It will be noticed that this 
Letitia Breckinridge gave a gallant 
oflieer to eac-h side in the reeent 
eontest. The seeoncl c-hild of thb 
John Breekinridge was Joseph 
Cabell Breckinridge. speaker of the 
house of representatives of Ken­
tucky, and secretary of the State 
of Kentm·ky. He married Miss 
Mary C. Smith, daughter of Dr. 
Smith, president of Princ-eton Col­
lege, another Irish-Americ-an, and 
had four c-hildren-Frances A., who 
married Rev. John C. Young. presi­
dent of Dam·ille College. Kentm·ky: 
Caroline L., who married Rev. 
Joseph J. Bull<wk. a famous cfrdne 
of Kentuc·k)·, arn1 afterward of 
Baltimore: 11ary Ca he 11, who 111a1·­

riet1 Dr. ~Phomas P. SattenY11ite. of 
Lexington, Kentu('ky: and John 
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Cabell Breckinridge, member of 
Congress and senator from Ken­
tucky, Vice-President of the United 
States, a major-general and sec­
retary of war of the Confederate 
states,and a c-andi<late for President 
of the United States. He married 
Miss Bur<.'h, of Scott county, in 
Kentucky, and thefr son, Clifton R. 
Breckinridge, is the distinguished 
member of the present Congress 
from the second district of the State 
of Arkansas. Of the descendants 
of this Joseph Cabell Breckinridge 
are the Routs of Kentuc·ky, the 
Doug-lasses of Kentuck)-. the Crafts 
of Mississippi. the Bulloc·ks of Ken­
tuck)- and 11aryland, the Satter­
"Whites of Kentueky-the children 
and c·hildrt=>n 's children of the great­
great-granclc-hildren of the Irish 
John Preston. The sixth child of 
this John Breckinridge was Rev. 
John Breckinridge. He was twice 
married, first to the daughter of 
President Miller, of Princeton Col­
lege, and second, to Agatha M. 
Babcock, of Connecticut. He had 
four children-Samuel M. Breckin­
ridge. a lawyer and judge of St. 
Louis, Missouri, who married Miss 
Virginia Castleman of Fayette 
county, Kentueky, and had a large 
family: ~fary C., who married h~r 
c•ousin, Peter A. Porter, above 
mentioned; l\fargaret M., who was 
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distinguished for hospital and other 
charities during the recent war,·who 
died unmarried; and Agatha 11.. 
daughter of his second wife, 11iss 
Babcock. The seventh child of this 
.Tohn Breckinridge was Robert J. 
Breekinridge, the distinguishec1 
theologian of Baltimore. He vrns 
thrice married. His first wife was 
his relafrve, Miss Sophonisha Pres­
ton, daughter of General Francis 
Preston, sister of William C. Pres­
ton, of South Carolina, and p-rand­
niee_•e of Goi:e1'nor Patrick Henrv. 
He had fourteen ehildren. of w horn 
the fifth. Sally C. Breekinridge. 
married Rev. George Morrison, of 
Maryland: the sixth, Robert .T. 
Bree_'.kinridge, Jr., a la,Yye1\ a colo­
nel in the Confederate army. aw] 
member of the Confederate con­
gress. married Miss Kate Morrison, 
of Lexington, Kentucky. 'l'he 
seventh, Marie L. P. Breekinridge, 
married Re,·. W. C. Hand~·, of 
Maryland. The eighth, William 
C. P. Breckinridge, a lawyer of 
Lexington, Kentucky, and a colonel 
in the Confederate arm~·. He is a 
member of the present Congress, of 
silver hair and silver tongue, and a 
notable member of this Scoteh­
Irish Congress. He was twice mar­
ried, first to Miss Lucretia Clay, 
daughter of Thomas H. Clay, and 
g-rand daughter of Henry Clay; sec-

13 
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ond. to 1Iiss Issa Desha, daughte1· 
of Dr. J. R. Desha, of Lexington, b)­
whom he had several ehildren. The 
ninth, Sophonisha P. Breckinridge, 
married Dr. Theophilus Steele, 
formerly of Woodford eount)-, 
Kentu('ky, and afterward of Kew 
York City, a major in the Confeder­
ate army. The tenth, .Joseph C. 
Bree kin ridge, a major of artillery 
in the "Cnitecl States army, married 
~Iiss Dudle)·, daughter of Dr.Ethel­
bert L. Dudle>·• of Lexington. The 
eleventh, Charles H. Bret'.kinriclge, 
a eaptain in the lJnited States 
arm)·. The eighth l'hild of this 
John Brec-kinridge was Rev. Wil­
liam L. Breckim·idge, for a time 
president of Dam·ille College, afte1·­
war<1 a resident of Missouri. He 
married ~Iiss }'ranees C. Prevost, 
dauµ:hter of Judge Prevost, of 
Loubiana. He had twelYe children, 
of whom Robert J. Breekinrich,~, a 
ph>·sic·ian in Louisville. married 
Miss Kate Hunt, daughter of A. D. 
Hunt, of that eity. 

"The third ehild of Letitia Preston 
and Colonel Robert Breekinridge 
was James Breckinridge, a lawyer 
in Yirginia, a member of the legis­
lature of Virginia, and a member of 
Congress from that state from ] 809 
to 1817. He married Miss Ann 
Selden, and had ten children, of 
whom the eldest child, Letitia 
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Breckinridge, married Colonel 
Robert Gamble, of Riehrnond, Yir­
ginia, afterward of Tallahassee, 
Florida, and had nine ehildren: 
(1) Catherine Gamble, who married 
John S. Sheppard, of Florida, and 
left children and grandehildren 
named Sheppard and Beard; (21 
James B. Gamble, who was twiee 
married, first to his eousin. 1\1bs 
l\Iary S. Watts, and, seeond.to ~Iiss 
J. Rosetta 1forris, of New York: (:-\1 

Cary B. Gamble, who resided 
in Cambridge, Maryland, mar­
ried ::\liss Shaw, of Florida. and was 
a surgeon in the Confederate ser­
Yice: (4) Letitia Gamble, who mar­
ried, first, Loui:,,; P. Holliday. a]l(i, 
sec·ond. C.H. Latrohe. of Baltimore: 
(5l Edward "\Y. Gamble. an artillery 
offieer in the Confederate army: 
and (61 Robert B. Gamble, of 
Tallahassee, Florida, a captain of 
artillery in the Confederate army. 
who married Miss Chavis, of Flor­
ida. The second child of James 
Breckinridge, Elizabeth, married 
General Edward Watts, a lawyer, 
and speaker of the Vir~,rinia legi:,,;­
latm·e. She had ten children, the 
third one of whom, William Watts, 
was a member of the constitutional 
convention of Virginia, and a colo­
nel of infantry in the Confederate 
army, who married a daughter of 
Judge .T. J. Allen, of Virginia: the 
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fourth, Ann S. "\Ya tts, married Hon. 
.T. P. Hokombe, of Bedford county, 
Virginia, who was a distinguished 
la,y>·er and one of the diplomatic 
agents of the Confederate States: 
the sen,nth, Letitia G. ,Yatts, who 
ma1·ried. first. Dr. Landon RiYes, of 
Cineinnati, and. seeond, Dr. F. Sor­
rel, of Sa,·annah, medical inspeetor 
of the Confederate army, resident 
of Roanoke c·ounty, -Virginia: the 
eighth .. Aliee !11. "\Yatts, who mar­
riet1. tfrst. Dr. Georµ·e "\Y. ~Iorris. 
and, sec·ond, Judge "\Yilliam J. Rob­
ertson. of CharlotteYille. Virginia; 
and the ninth. Emma G. "\Yatts, who 
manie<1 Colon<:•l George W. Carr. of 
the L'nited States and Confederate 
arm>·· 

"The third ehild of James Breek­
inridge. Cary Brec·kinriclge, married 
Miss Gilmer, and had nine children, 
of ,yhom the second. Gilmer Breck­
inridge. married Miss Julia An­
thon>·· of Botetourt county, Vir­
ginia, and was a captain in the Con­
federate army, and fell in battle; 
the third, James Breckinridge, mar­
ried .Miss Burwell, of Bedford coun­
ty, -Virginia. was an offic·er in the 
Confederate army, and fell in battle; 
the fourth. Cary Breckinridge, was 
a colonel of cavalry in the Confed­
erate army, and married Miss Vir­
ginia Ca ld welL of Green brier countv . ' 
Yirgini.a; and the seventh, John, 
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was an officer in the Confeclerate 
army, killed in battle. and unmar­
ried. 

"The fifth child of James Breck­
inridge, Matilda, married H. ::'.\1. 
Bn'>',·yer, of Botetourt county, Vir­
ginia, and had eight chil<lren, of 
whom the fourth, ::'.\Iary Ann Bnw­
yer, married 1Villiam Penn: the 
sixth, W oocl dlle Bow.'·er, was an 
officer in the Confederate serYiee, 
and fell in battle: and the seYenth, 
Edward Bo,vyer, died a surgeon in 
the Confederate seniee. 

"The fourth child of Letitia Pres­
ton and Colonel Robert Brec·kiu­
ridge, Elizabeth Brec·kinridge: mar­
ried Colonel Samuel Meredith, 
of Amherst, Virginia, aftenrnrd of 
Fa)·ette count.'-, Kentuek.'-, who was 
a nephev,· of Patriek Henry. She 
had fo·e daughters, the second of 
whom, Letitia P. :Meredith, married 
Colonel W. S. DaJlam: of Baltimore. 
afterward of Kentucky; the fourth, 
Elizabeth Meredith, married James 
Coleman, of Fayette county: Ken­
tucky, and had eight children.'' 

11 l\Iargaret Preston, who was born 
about 17:?7: married the Re,·. John 
Brown,a distinguished Presbyterian 
minister. The.'·, too, removed from 
Virginia to Kentucky, where she 
died in 1802. 

"They had seven children who 
reached maturity, of whom the 
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ekle1-;t, Eliza beth Brmn1, married 
Re-v. 'l'homas B. Craighead, a well 
known Presb_\-terian minister of 
'l'ennessee, and had seYen children. 
Her elde:,,;t chil<1. John B. Craig­
head. was a planter in Iber-ville, 
Louisiana, and married, first, 1\1rs. 
Jane Dickerson, daughter of Colo­
nel Joseph Er,rin. of Louisiana:and. 
:,,;eeoncl. ~1rs. BPek, daughter of 
General J:1mes Robertson. 

''The second child of :Margaret 
Preston and Re,-. John Brown, 
John, "\Yas born in Rockbridge coun­
ty, Vi1·ginia, was a lawyer and 
statesman, represented Kentucky as 
a clistric·t of Virginia in the Virginia 
legislature, and in Congress, in the 
old Congress, 1787-8. He was the 
first senator in Congress from Ken­
tucky, and was twice elected United 
States senator. He was a warm 
personal friend of 'l'homas Jefferson. 
He marriedl\liss ~1argaretta,claugh­
ter of the ReY. John Mason 
and sister of the Re,-. John M. 
Mason, the illustrious Presbyterian 
minister of X ew York. They h~d 
two sons, Mason and Orlando. 
1J ason Bro\\ 11 was a judge and sec·­
retary of state of Kentucky. He 
marrie<l, fir:,,;t, Miss Judi th A., 
daughter of Hon. Jesse Bledsoe;and 
second,1\liss Mary, <laughter of Cap­
tain Jac·ob Yoder of Spencer county, 
Kentucky. His son, Benjamin 
Gratz Brown, of Missouri, great-
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great-grandson of John Preston. 
was senator from 1Iissouri, and 
Democratie candidate for Yiee-presi­
dent on the ticket with Horace 
Greeley, another Irish-Americ·an. 
John Mason Brown, son of ~Iason 
Brm\"n, a prominent lawyer of Lex­
ington, married ~'.Iary Owen, daugh­
ter of Major-General "William Pres­
ton, of Louisville. Mary Y. Brmrn. 
daughter of 1Iason Brown, married 
W. T. Seott of Lexington, a colo­
nel of Kentucky volunteers in the 
United States army. The other 
son of J olm Brmn1 and Mar­
garetta. 11ason, Orlando Brown, 
lawyer and journalist. mar­
ried, first, his cousin, 1Iary W. 
Brown, and, second, Mary C.Broad- · 
head, formerly 11iss Pric·e. By his 
first wife he had three children. one 
of whom, .Mason P., ,vas. for some 
time treasurer of Kentucky, and 
Orlando, Jr., a lieutenant-colonel 
of Kentucky volunteers in the 
United States army, and farmer 
near Frankfort. 

''The fourth child of Margaret 
Preston and Rev. John Brown was 
1far~·. who married Dr. Alexander 
Humphreys, of Staunton, Virginia, 
and after her husband's death re­
moved to Kentucky ,vith her family 
of seven children. Her son. John 
B. Humphreys, married 1:Iiss Ken­
ner, of Louisiana, and left six chil­
dren. 
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'"I1he fifth child of Margaret i 
Preston and ReY. John Brown, ' 
James Brcnn1, was a la',c\·yer, and 
first secretary of state of Kentucky, 
·went to Louisiana, and was for 
many years senator of the United 
States from that state, was United 
States minister to the court of 
Franc·e. He married Ann Hart, 
daughter of Colonel Thomas Hart 
and sister to 1lrs. Henry Cla~·, of 
Kentucky. He died at Philadel­
phia. and, differing from most of his 
kindred, left no desc-endauts. 

"The sixth ehihl of Margaret 
Preston and ReY. John Brov,n, 
Samuel Brmn1. ·was a distinguished 
praetitioner and professor of medi­
cine. married Miss Pere~·. of Ala­
bama. His son. James P. Brown, 
a lawyer and planter in 11ississippi, 
married Miss Campbell, of Nash­
Yille, Tennessee. His son, George 
Campuell Brown, married Miss 
Susan, daughter of General Lucius 
Polk, of Tennessee. Susan P. 
Brown, the daughter of thb Samuel 
Brown, married Charles Ingersoll, 
of Philadelphia, and his daughters, 
Adele, Ann ,Y., Betty, and Kate M. 
P. Ingersoll, married respectively, 
John 1'1. Thomas, a Philadelphia 
Ia-wyer, Dr. James II. Hutchinson, 
of Philadelphia, Arthur Armory, of 
Boston and N e,v York, and Dr. 
Francis Maury, formerly of Ken-
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tuek.Y and afterwards of Philadel­
phia.,. 

iii William Preston. who was born on 8 
Deeember 25, 1729. and married Su­
sanna Smith, of Hanoyer c•ounty. 
'Virginia, the daughter of Francis 
Smith and Elizabeth '\Yack1y. He 
died in 1783. 

iY Ann Preston. vd10 was born about 
1731 and married Francis Smith. of 
of Yirginia, with whom she remoyed 
to Kentueky, where she died at an 
advaneed age. 

''She left two sons and four 
daughter:,;. Her fir:,;t ehild. Eliza­
beth Smith, married James Blair, a 
a la,Yyer, and attorney-general of 
the state of Kentucky. His fore­
fathers, I presume, were also Irish. 
The)- bad four children, the el<lest 
of whom was Franeis P. Blair, Sr., 
the distinguished journalist, editor 
of the Washington Globe, the organ 
of General Jackson. He married 
Miss Eliza, daughter of General 
Nathaniel Gist, and had four chil­
dren, of whom Montgomery Blair 
was Postmaster-General, in Presi­
nent Lineoln 's Cabinet. He mar­
ried, first, Caroline Buckner, of 
Virginia; and, second, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Levi Woodbury,govern­
or of New Hampshire, senator in 
Congress, 1825-31, 1841-5, Secretary 
of the Navy,under President Jack­
son, and Secretary of the Treasury, 
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under President Van Buren, and 
J U<lge of the Supreme Court of the 
United State::;. Of the five children 
of l\fontgomer>- Blair, the eldest, 
Elizabeth. married General Com­
stoC'k. of "the United 8tates army. 
'l'he seeond C'bild of Francis P. 
Blair, Sr., James Blair, a lieuten­
ant in the -United States navy, mar­
ried l\h~,:s 11ary, daughter of Gen­
eral Thomas Jessup, of the United 
States army, and had three chil­
dren. The third, Francis P. Blair, 
J1·., marrieu his cousin, Appoline 
Alexamler, was a lawyer, member 
of Congress, and senator from Mis­
souri, a major-general in the Union 
army, and Democ·ratic candidate for 
·dee-president on the ticket with 
Horatio Seymour, recervmg over 
two million seven hundred thousand 
votes. He left six children, one of 
whom is an officer in the United 
States nav>·· 'l'he youngest child 
of Francis P. Blair, Sr., was Eliza­
beth Blair, who married S. P. Lee, 
admiral in the United States navy. 
The second child of Elizabeth 
Smith and James Blair was William 
Blair, captain in the United States 
arm>·· He married Miss Hannah 
Craig, and his son, Patrick M. 
Blair, a lawyer in Illinois, married 
Miss Harriet M. Hall, of Derby­
shire, England. The third child of 
Elizabeth Smith and James Blair 
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was Susannah Blair. who married. 
first. Abram Ward. and afterwards 
Job Ste',enson, and her fourth child 
married Na than Speer. and their 
only c-hil<l, Elizabeth Blair Spee1\ 
married, first, John Coleman. of 
.\1emphis, and, afterwa~·ds, Prof. 
Fisher, of Fultori, Mis:,;ouri. The 
second child of Ann Preston and 
Frauds Smith, John Smith, married 
~1iss Chenoe, daughter of Xathan­
iel Hart, a Kentucky pioneer. She 
was the first white ·child born 
in Kentucky, and her name 
Chenoe, 1s Indian for Ken­
tucky. 'rhey had se1;en chil­
dren, the eldest of ·whom. "\Villiam 
Preston Smith, took, by legislatiYe 
enactment, the name of Preston, 
married Miss Hebe Gra~-son, and 
was a farmer in Henderson county, 
Kentucky. His daughter married 
H. Harrison, of Lexington, Ken­
tucky, and Chicago, Illinois. 

"The fifth child of John Smith 
and Chenoe Hart, Sarah Smith, mar­
ried Rev. A. "\V. Young, of Memphis, 
and her son, John Preston Young, 
was a lawyer in that city. The 
third child of ~-\.nn Preston anc1 
Francis Smith, Susannah Smith, 
married William Trigg, of Frank­
fort, Kentucky, son of Colonel 
Stephen Trigg, a noted pioneer of 
Kentucky. who wa:,; killed at the 
battle of Blue Licks. Their fourth 
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ehild, Jane Smith, married Ge01·ge 
11adison, Gm-ernor of Kentucky, 
and their child, .Myra Madison, 
married Andrew Alexander, of 
"\Yoodford cmmty, the eldest of 
whose four children, Appoline 
Alexander, married 1Iajor-General 
Francis P. Blair. The fourth child, 
Andrew J. Alexander, v.-as a briga­
dier-general of volunteers, and a 
major in the regular arm)-. The fifth 
child of Ann Preston and Francis 
Smith. William P. Smith, was a 
eaptain in the l;nited States army. 
The sixth child, Agatha Smith,mar­
ried Dr. Lewis 11arshall. of W oocl­
ford C'.ounty. and had seven children: 
(l\ Thomas F. Mai·~hall. graduated 
at Yale College, vrns judge of a 
Louisville court, and was the cele­
bnited orator and member of Con­
gress from Kentucky, 18-11-3. He 
fought a duel with James Watson 
Webb, in v.-hieh the latter was 
wounded. ( 2) William L. Marshall, 
a lawyer of Baltimore, married 
Miss Lee, of Virginia. (5) Alexan­
der K. Marshall was a member of 
Congress from Kentucky, 1855-7; 
married 11iss M<·Dowell, of Jessa­
mine county, Kentucky; (6) Agatha 
Marshall, married Caleb Logan, 
chancellor of Kentucky,and had five 
daughters. (7) Edward C. Marshall, 
was member of Congress from Cali­
fornia, 1851-3; married Miss Joseph-
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ine Chalfant, of Cincinnati, and had 
three children." 

v Mary Preston, who was born about 
1732, and married J olm Howard, of 
Virginia. 

''She had five children. 
''The first child, Elizabeth Hov,-­

ard, married Edward Pa:·ne. of 
Fayette county, Ky. Among: their 
children were Edward C. Payne, a 
lawyer and farmer of Kentuck:-: 
Daniel M cCart:· Pa:·ne. a lawyer 
of Lexington, Kentucky. who had 
eleven children, one of whom, .T olm 
Breckinridge Pa:·ne, was also a 
lawyer in Lexington, ancl another 
of whom, Mary Payne. married J .. 
H. Neville, professor of Greek in 
the Universit:· of Kentuck:-· An­
other son of Elizabeth Howard and 
Edward Payne, John Breckinridge 
Payne, a physic·ian in Fayette 
county, Kentucky, married Miss 
Elizabeth Montgomery, by whom 
he had four children, one of whom, 
Victoria A. Payne, married William 
Owsley Goodloe. 

''The second child of Mary Pres­
ton and John ,Howard, Mary How­
ard, married Alexander Parker, of 
Lexington, Kentucky; one of their 
children, Mary W. Parker, married 
Thomas T. Crittenden, circuit judge 
and secretary of state of Kentucky. 
They had six children. The eldest, 
Mary Crittenden, married Tod Rob-
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ins::m. a judge of the supreme 
court of California, and she had 
eight children, of whom the eldest. 
Mary Robinson, married Felix Mer-
e-ado, of San Franc·isc_,o. Cornelius 
Robi11son was a lawyer in that city. 
The sec-ond child of Mary W. Pai·-
ker and 'l1homas •r. Crittenden, 
Alexander Parker Crittenden, was 
a lawyer of San Francisco, whose 
daughter, Laura Crittenden. mar-
ried I\1r. Sanchez, of San Francisco, 
and vd10se son, .Tames L. Critten-
den. ·was a lawyer in Xew York 
City. The third child of Mary• W. 
Parker and '11

• T. Crittenden. callec1 
aftc,1· his father, Thomas 'r. Critten-
den. \Yas a briga<lier-general in the 
rnited States arm)·: was a lawyer 
at \Vashington, and member of Con-
gress from :.\lissouri. 

"The fourth child of Mary Pl'es­
ton and John Howard, Benjamin 
Howan1. married in the family of 
}.Jason. of Virginia. He was a 
member of Congress from Ken­
tuck~·. 1807-10, governor of the ter­
ritory of Indiana, 1810; and briga­
dier-general in the United States 
arm~· in the war of 1812. He \Yas 
also governor of Missouri territory. 

"The fifth child of Mary Preston 
and .John Howard, Margaret How­
ard, married Robert Wickliffe, the 
distinguished lawyer and statesman 
of Kentucky. They had seven 
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ehildren, of whom the eldest, Sall~­
Howard Wickliffe. married Aaron 
K. Woolley, a circuit judge and 
member of the Kentuck:· legisla­
ture. 'l'hey had eight children, of 
whom the eldest, Robert '\Y. '\Yool­
ley, a lawyer in Louis,·ille, was see­
retary of the United States legation 
to Spain, and colonel in the Con­
federate arm:·. The fifth ehild of 
Margaret Howard and Robert 
Wickliffe, l\1ary H. Wic-kliffe, 
married John Preston. former-
1:· of Arkansas, am1 aftenn-irds of 
'.rrimble county: and theil' :·oungest 1 

chilu, Margaret H. Wiekliffe, mar­
ried her cousin. William Preston. of 

1 

LouisYille. member of Congress and:: 
United States minister to Spain: i 
and his daughter, ~lar~- Owen Pres- , 
ton, married her relati...-e. John Ma­
son Brown, the eminent lawyer of 
Louis...-ille." 
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°WILLL\.\I PRESTOX, 

the third child and onl_Y son of John 
Preston. was born on De<:ember 2;:i, 1729. at 
Londonderry, Ire land. and removed witb 
his parents to the new world ·when he was 
eight ( ?.1 )·ears of age. He married Susanna 
Smith. daughter of Franc·is Smith and 
Elizabeth i.Yadd~·. of Hanon:'l' county, '\"ir­
ginia, and afterwan1s be<:ame a member of 
the Yirginia House of Burgesses and 
c-ount)· lieutenant of Fincastle anu Mont­
gomer>·· In the war of the Revolution. he 
was a zealous compatriot of George Wash­
ington, of whom he was a personal friend. 
Of him William H. Ruffner, in detailing the 
history of '\Yashington College writes: 

"William Preston the onl>· son of ,John 
Preston the first, was a historical charac­
ter of great importanee. He was both a 
student and a trustee of the Academy in its 
earl)- days. He was born in Ireland, and 
brought to this C'.0untry at eight years of 
age. He was a man of nerve and perspicac­
ity, and of more literary attainment than 
was c·ommon in his da)·· Mr. Grigsby giYes 
a skekh of him in his address. His wife 
was Susanna ~mith, of Hano,·er county, 
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Va. In his earl~- manhood he was much 
engaged in surveying in Southwest Virgin­
ia at a time when but little of the land had 
been appropriated, and when the price of 
land was small. Having a good eye for 
land. he acquired numerous large and ver~­
fine tracts, which ultimately made his 
whole family wealth~-. 

''His first change of residence from 
Augusta county vrns to Botetourt in 17G9, 
at ,vhich time that county was formed. He 
there settled on a good estate whic·h was 
and is knovrn as Greenfield. This propert~­
i:,,;, I believe. owned by his desc-endants to 
this day. It lies near the village of 
Amsterdam, five miles south of the town of 
Fincastle. In 177-! he changed his 1·esi­
dence from Greenfield to a larger and finer 
body of land in what is now l'\fontgomery 
county; a trac-t then called Draper's Mead­
ows, from the name of the first owner. 
Col. Preston changed the name to Smith­
field, probably in honor of his wife. The 
Virginia Agricultural and Mechanic·al Col­
lege nmv occupies a part of the land, which 
was known as Solitude, and was the home 
farm of Colonel Robert T.Preston, a grand­
son of Col. William. This was near the 
northeast encl of the Smithfield tract, which 
began on top of the watershed-misnamed 
the Alleghany Mountain-and, according 
to Dr. Hale, extended to New Rh-er, tak­
ing in the Horseshoe Bend, and of course 
those other fertile bottoms which at a later 
day helped to make up the fine estates be­
longing to the Kents and Cloyds. And if, 

ll 
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as stated, the Smith£eld traet extended to 
the mountain ridges on each side, it was 
about ten miles long and frrn miles wide. 
In agric-ultural value it is unsurpassed. It 
is well watered by Tom ·s and Strouble's 
Creeks. Its surface is undulating, with 
meadow vales; all natural bluegrass land 
based on Silurian limestone. 

"Col. William Preston died in 1783, 
aged fifty-three, leaving eleven children­
five daughters and six sons. His de­
scendants are greater in number than 
were those of Abraham m the same 
length of time, and there 1s every 
prospe<:t that in less than four hundred 
years they will be as numerous as the chil­
di'en of Israel when they started for the 
promised land-which will be no disadvan­
tage to the Republic .. , 

In an address on ''The Founders of 
Washington College," Hon. Hugh B. 
Grigsby refers to \Villiam Preston in the 
following terms: 

"One of the early trustees of Liberty 
Hall before its incorporation, was Colonel 
William Preston. a name then confined to 
the straggling settlements of the Valle~·, 
but now wen known throughout the present 
l:"nion. Who was \Yilliam Preston? Come 
with me over the one hundred and thirty­
five years last past, and I will answer the 
question. Let us attend the organization 
of the count~- eourt of Augusta. the Augm,,­
ta of that da~·. stretc:hing a]ong the Blue 
Ridge to the Xorth Carolina line, and from 
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the Ridge to the Ohio and the Mississippi 
-and a glorious principality it was! That 
court was held on the 9th day of December, 
1745, in the village of Staunton, ·which was 
so called, probably by John Lewis, in com­
pliment to the wife of Governor Gooch, who 
had granted their patents to the early set­
tlers; but whether the maiden name of 
Lady Gooch was Staunton, or Staunton was 
the name of her English home, I am unable 
to ascertain. The commission from the 
Governor was read, and it appeared that 
John Lewis was appointed the presiding 
justice of the court. He was then sixt~--­
seven years old, but he was to live seven­
teen years more, and to see other counties 
can·ed out of his own. Born in the reign 
of Charles the Second, this venerable pa-

1 triarch sa,v the entire reigns of James the 
Second, of William and Mary, of Queen 
Anne, of George the First and of George 
the Second, and was to count two years of 
the reign of George the Third-the first 
king born on the soil of England since the 
birth of Edward the Sixth; and closed his 
career at Bellefonte, where his ashPs now 
repose, at the age of eighty-four. B.\- the 
side of John Lewis sat Hugh Thompson, 
Robert Cunningham, James Kerr, and 
Adam Dic·kinson. John :Madison, the fath­
er of the future bishop and the uncle of the 
future president, rises in his plac·e and 
reads his commission from Thomas :X elson, 
Secretary of the Colon~--. as c·lerk of the 
new county; for it was not until the date of 
the Re,--olution, thirty years later, that the 
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(•ourts assm11ec1 the pmYer of appointing 
their mYn c·lerks. The eourt pro('eedec1 to 
appoint a sheriff. anc1 John Patton was 
inYestec1 with that oflk·e. Thomas Lewi:-;. 
another of ~-our trustees. then in the full 
flush of manhood. lrnYing entered his tv,-en­
ty-se\·enth year. steps forward and reads 
his c·ommission as surYeyor of the new 
eount~-. under the sign-manual of Presic1t·nt 
Da1Y:-;()11. of 'William and .L\1ar~- College. the 
suc·eess01· of the Yenerahle Blair in that in­
stitution, and is appnn-ec1 b~- the court. 
The C'ourt holds its :,;e:,;sions from month to 
montlumd at the ~lay term of the following· 
year. 17--1t__i, oc·c-mTec1 an incident whic·h it i:-; 
111~- pre:,;ent prm·inc·e to notic'.e, arn1 whil'h 
I shall real1 in the won1s of the rec·or-1. 

"· John Preston came into C'ourt arn1 
pra~-ed leaYe to proye his importation. 
1Yhic-l1 was g-rantec1 him: and thereupon he 
made oath, that at his own charge. he had 
importec1 himself. Eliza heth his wife, \Vil­
limn his :,;on, and Letti('e and Ann, his 
daughters. immediately from Ireland into 
this colony, and that this is the first time 
of pru\'ing his said right, in order to par­
take of His Majest~-·s bount~- for taking up 
land.' 

''As we contemplate this December and 
l\Ia~· session of Augusta Court, ho-w 
devotedly we wish that those patriarchs of 
our modern state, sunounded, as they then 
were, by the toils and the dangers of a 
savage wilderness, ('Ould haye had a 
glimpse of the future of a c·entur~- of years: 
eould lrnYe known that the reeorJ of a part 
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of the proceedings of that da.\- should be 
read on such an oecasion as the present; 
eoult1 have known that the name of Le,Yis 
would be honorably <·onnected in peac·e and 
war with the greatest eivil and militar_',­
re,;olution of the eighteenth century; that 
the name of Preston would be wreathed 
with the glories that genius and eloquenee 
and valor eould cluster around it: that the 
names of Patton and Thompson and others 
would be more generally known than in 
their own time: and that the name of ~fadi­
son, whic·h was known in the eolon.\- even 
before the ma:-;saere of 16:?:?, would shine 
with a radian<.'.e as enduring as the reeords 
of history! 

'·We thus see that Col. William Pres­
ton ,,-as born in Ireland, and as we ha,-e 
reason to belie,-e, in the city of Dublin: 
that he ma_\- have spent his first .\-ears in 
the shadow of 'rrinity College, where he 
pla)-ed his pranks on that beautiful green 
whieh still attracts the admiration of the 
traveler. He was the only son of John 
Preston named in the record, who resided 
in Dublin,+:· and was engaged in mereantile 
pursuits, and who married a sister of Col. 
James Patton, of Donegal, Ireland. Col. 
Patton was a man of enterprise and vigor 
and was possessed of considera hle weal tb. 
and, emigrating to Virginia before 1745, ob­
tained from the governor for himself and his 
partners a grant of 120,000 acres of land in 

•Mr. Grigsby is mistaken in saying John Preston resided in Dub­
lin. He was from Londonderry. 
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the Valle:·· He fixed his resiclenc-e on the 
south fork of the Shenandoah. and also 
took up land in the present c-ounty of 
~Iontp:omery: arn1 in 175;3. while on a Yisit 
to his lands in that region. was slain by the , 
Imli,rns at Smithfield. The fa,te of J olm i 
Preston was harcll:· more fortunate than 
that of Pattern. He first settled at Spring 
HilL aftervrn1·l1s oc·c·upied hy Dr. Waddell. 
the blind preac·her. anl1 about the year 17-n 
pun·hasec1 and oc·c:upiec1 a trac·t afterwards 
owne(1 b_Y the late General Bahhdn. Here 
in 17 -17. the :-ear afkr he had prm·ed his 
c:lairn to land in Yirtue of his emigrntion,ht' 
died sm1clen1:·· and a neat monument nmY 
marl~s his plavt' ()f lmrial. He left a ,--;-idm--;­
am1 ±fre c·hil(1n°11. a11 lmt one haYing been 
hm·n in Irelarn1. One of his daught1:•rs 
mar1·it>(1 Rolw1·t B1·ec·kinl'idge. the grnnd­
fother of Rohe1·t and John Brec-kinric1ge, 
those eloquent cliYines of our o,--;-n times. 
Another daughter married the ReY. Dr. 
John Brcnn1. your :,,;ec-oncl rec-tor, ,Yhose 
eminent sons I haYe spoken of in thei1· 
proper place::;, and c-oncerning one of whom 
I nm:· nmY say that. a:,,; the rep1·esentatiYe 
of the "Cnited State:,,; at the c·<mrt of France. 
he announced to Louis the Eighteenth the 
celebrated utteranc·e of his government 
c·ommonly kno-wn a:-; the :.Jonroe Doc-trine. 
Another daughter married ~fr. Howard, 
whose eldest son ,ya:,,; the first governor of 
Missouri; and another married Mr. Smith 
and was the grandmother of the Marshalls 
of Kentuc-k:·· Thus it seems that though 
John Preston lived but a short time in the 
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new world, his posterity may be counted 
by hundreds. 

'·But it is "\Yilliam, the only son of John 
Preston, that now demands our attention. 
He enjoyed those adYantages of edueation 
within the range of a frontier settlement, 
and espeeiall:·, as we may suppo::;e, the in­
structions of Dr. Brown, his brother-in-law, 
,Yho conducted your Academy. He soon 
exhibited talents which plaeed him in after 
life on a leYel v--ith the prominent men of 
that clay. At that era. prow·ess in Indian 
eampaigm; was one of the main tests of 
clrnrac·ter~ just as in our late contest a 
wournl on the battlefield ,Yas a passport to 
the smiles of beauty. One of his earl:­
engagements was that of a surYe:-or under 
"\Yashington, and there arose from this con­
nection a friendl~- feeling· between them 
that was cherished b:· "\Yashing:ton after 
the decease of Preston. In 175t5 he ac­
companied Major ~.\ndrew Lewis in the 
Shawanese expedition, or the Sandy Creek 
Hl:-age as it is sometimes called, ,Yhid1 
i1wo1Yed greater hardships than any other 
of our incursions into the Indian territory, 
and which, though no enemy was present, 
had nearly resulted in the destruction of 
the whole party by stan-ation. The object 
of the expedition was confined to the breast 
of Major Lewis; but its aim probably was 
to build a fort between the Sha wanese 
towns on the Ohio, to destroy those towns, 
and to punish a race of Indians who, for a 
third of a century later than 1766, com­
mitted cruel murders within the settle-

1G7 
REF. :So 



Il"DEX No. 

PRE:STOXS IX VIRGIKIA. 

ments of Yirginia. Of this expedition we 
fortunatel.'· possess an ac:count from the 
pen of Colonel Preston himself. It con­
sisted of about 340 nwn. c·ommanded b.'· 
Captains Preston, Hays, one of your trus­
tees, John Smith, Archibald Alexander, the 
grandfather of the celebrated divine, Rob­
ert Brec·kinridge, \\' oodson, (>Yerton, Mont­
gomery and Dunlap, with Captain Paris at 
the head of a number of friendly Cherokees: 
:Major Andrew Lewb holding the chief 
command. Major Da ·dd Stuart, the father 
of good old Colonel J olm Stuart, of Green­
brier, acc·ompanied the party. It set out 
from Fort Frederic· on the 18th of Februar.'·· 
and, passing the Bear Gar,1en and Burke's 
Garden. read1e(l tlJP hea<l of Clinc-h on the 
20th. and on the 28th. the head of Sandr 
Cr2ek, whic·h ,•;,i,; s) cr,Dk,d that in fifteen 
miles the men were fnrc-ed to cross it sixty­
six times. Their stores were soon ex­
hausted, and their numbers were too great 
to be fed b.'· hunting. After enduring the 
utmost extremit.'· of hunger, the men on 
the 13th of 1farch refused to proceed fur­
ther, and resoh·e<l to return home. Cap­
tain Preston. though feeble from famine, 
and though his entire company (except the 
officers) had determined to return, was re­
soh·ed to earr.'~ nut the expedition, and 
proposed the killing of the horses for food; 
but the men replied that horseflesh might 
answer, if they were returning, to support 
them home; but that it was not proper 
diet to sustain men enduring every hardship 
on a long mal'eh against an enemy. r.l'he 
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failure of the expedition was attrihuted 
partly to the foul play of the guides: but a 
suffieient explanation may be found in the 
fact that so large a body of men left Fort 
Frederic in winter for a journey of hun­
dreds of miles through a trackless wilder­
ness with pro-visions for sixteen days only. 
In this trying seene the conduct of Captain 
Preston deserves the highest praise. 
Neither famine nor the severities of the 
season, nor the toil of climbing m_ountains 
with tottering limbs sufficed to dismay him. 
It was in such a school that Andrew Lewis 
learned that discipline which enabled him 
eighteen years later to conduet his arrn~­
through forests equally dense ancl over 
mountains as rough, and at the end of a 
weary march to gain the battle of Point 
Pleasant: that Hays, your trustee, learned 
that intrepidit~- with whieh he led his 
Roekbridge boys to ply the rifle on the 
heights of Saratoga: and that Preston ·was 
taught those lessons of self-command which 
subsequently marked his eourse, and which 
were seen in his march against the Chero­
kees, at Whitsell "s Mills, and at Guilford. 

"In May, 1774, he was a member of 
the House of Burgesses; and when Col. 
Christian was advised by Lord Dunmore to 
return home. and to use his endea yor,,; to 
prevent the inhabitants from deserting 
their homes from fears of the Indian war 
then impending, and to collect forces for 
the emergeney, he called Col. Preston to 
his aid, and spoke in warm terms of his 
energy and skill on that trying occasion. , 
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Col. Preston also marched with Col. Chris­
tian to the heat1 of Cli1wh, and remained in 
ac-tiYe se1Ti('e until the dose of October, 
when the trnuhles were for a time appeased 
b>- the srn.-c-essful issue of tbe battle of 
Point Pleasant.;+ In J 780 he was engaged 
"-ith Col. Christian and Col. ~~rtlrnr Camp­
he 11 in their respe('tiYe expeditions against 
the Cherokees. He was also at the battle 
of Guilford. anc1 re('eivec1 the c-ongratu­
lations of Gene1·al Greene for his gallant 
c·onchwt. Such was the eflic·ienc·>- of his 
se1·yic·e in protecting- the frontier of Yi1·­
g-inia arn1 :X orth Cal'CJlina. that the latter 
state p:aYe him. in ('Onjunc-tion iYith Colonel 
Campllell. a Yute of thanks for his energ>· 
arn1 p11terp1·ise. 

REF. No. 

•·He liYed to see the dose•of the war of 
the ReYolution. and die(1 at Smithfield in 
June, 17t>:\. aged fifty-tl11·ee >·ears. He was 
sait1 to ha ,-e been a man of imposing pres­
enc·e an(l pleasing address. and to have 
maintained a serene temper amidst the 
wrnTiments of the forest and of the field. 
His height ex(•eeded six feeL his cmn­
plexion ,,as fair and florid. Like his father, 
\Yho won tht> hand of an Ii-ish heiress by 
the beaut>- of his person am1 the eleganC.'e 
of his deportment, Colonel Preston was 
regal'l1ed as remarka lily handsome. His 
disposition \"\'US humane, as was shown by 
his treatment of the Indians and the To­
ries. He was a member of the church; and· 

•He was also a member of the committee of which Col. Willia.m 
Christian was chairman. which drafted tbe address or the Fincastle 
Freeholders in January, 17,5.-See Appendix, Note III. 
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while living at Smithfield, in Montgomery, 
would ride once a year as far as Staunton 
to commune in the Presbyterian church in 
that town. The style of his letters and of 
his other writings that haYe smTiYed him 
ednces good taste: and a library quite 
respectable for the times attested his love 
of letters. Some verses of his whieh haYe 
been seen by persons now liYing are said to 
sho,, that he was no unsuccessful votary of 
the l\Iuses. He married and left ele1:en 
children, all of whom ban' held a high 
plaee iu the esteem of the world. Of these, 
ffre ·were sons: John, Francis, the father 
of the late "\Villiam C. Preston. of South 
Carolina. James. ·William and Thomas: and 
six daughters: 1Irs. l\Iadison. l\fr:,;. :\k­
Dowell, ~frs. Hart, l\lrs. Le,Yis and Mrs. 
Floyd. 

Re,·. Henry Ruffner makes reference 
to William Preston as follows: 

''Colonel Patton, haying no son, after 
John Preston's death, took charge of his 
nephe1Y, William Preston. then a lad of 
fifteen or shteen. and did him the rare 
good se1Tice of plaC'ing his education in 
the hands of the ReY. John Craig. the 
Presbyterian .clergyman of the neighbor­
hood. From this c·ultivated scholar he 
obtained an ex('ellent foundation in his own 
tongue, and imbibed, in his association 
with him, that thirst for learning whieh, 
becoming to him 'English without a teach­
er,' incited him to the use of the small op­
portunities afforded by the distractions of 
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his early ;years, for increasing his stores of 
information, and for strengthening ancl ex­
panding hb naturally high mental endow­
ments--a good preparation for the varied 
and important stations that awaited him. 
'l'o all these method:,; of culture his uncle, 
himself po:,;ses:,;ec1 of a polished education, 
added his instruction in the practical art 
(and the eminently u:,;eful one, as he af­
terwards found it to bel of surveying. 
Thu:,; equipped, hi:,; career bri:,;tles with the 
ac-tfrities of a mo:,;t energetic, public-­
spirited citizen. He ·was an actfre par­
tic-ipa nt in the military, municipal, e<..'cle:,;i­
astic-al and politic:al affair:,; of Augusta 
county, where he resided until 1769, when, 
upon the formation of Botetourt county, he 
remoyecl to it, settling upon a property 
near the Yillage of Amsterdam, called 
G!'eenfield. 'At the first session of its 
eourt he qualifietl as county smTeyor, coro­
ner, escheator. and colonel of militia. 
Fincastle count~- wa:,; formed in 1772 and 
Colonel Pre:,;ton became its first sur­
veyor. In 1773 he aequired Draper's 
Meadows estate. remoYecl his family there 
in 1774, and changed the name to 'Smith­
field' in pleasant compliment to his wife, 
Susanna Smi.th. 'He engaged in expe­
ditions again:,;t the Cherokee Indians. and 
the Legislature of North Carolina included 
him with Colonel William Campbell' (of 
King's Mountain fame) 'in a vote of thanks 
for their services in protecting the fron­
tier. Throughout the war of the Revolu­
tion he was actively employed, holding an 
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important command in South-west Yirginia. 
and his official papers show that he was a 
man of more than ordinar~- eultm·e. · I A11-
nal8 of Awpr8ta County, pp. 117, 118. l 

"In 1776 the county of Fincastle was 
chdded into the counties of 11ontgomery1 

\fashington, and Kentuc·ky; and as Colonel 
Preston's residence was in 11ontgomer~-. 
he was appointed to the same offiee of 
county surveyor in it which he had held in 
the now extinc-t county of Fincastle. 

''He had also represented Augusta and 
Botetourt counties at different periods in 
the House of Burgesses. 

Friendship with 1foshi'ngton. 

'"While pursuing his business as sur­
Yeyor; he fell in with a young man from . 
Eastern Virginia, carrying his hall and 
chain, being engaged in the same craft as 
himself. The acquaintance between them 
was promoted by Preston's hospitable en­
tertainment of his friend at his own home. 

"Indians yet prowled around in that 
mountain region. They were not foes, 
however, but friends to thP family on that 
bleak knob of the Alleghanies; especially 
to the genial, warm-hearted, sandy-haired 
young man who was at the head of it. 
They felt very differently to the 'dark 
stranger' who came to visit him, and after 
awhile determined to put an end to him. 
Seizing an occasion when the gentleman, 
unconscious of <langer, sat chatting on the 
green turf, an Indian raised his bow and 
took aim at the unwelcome visitor. But 
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before he could rlraw the arrow, Preston, 
in the eagerness of his talk, flung himself 
forward so as completely to shelter his 
friend. The sa,,age drew back and 
dropped his bow. He would not run such 
a risk for the gratification of a hatred 
however intense. And it was many a long 
day, doubtless, before either the host or 
his guest knew the peril they had escaped. 

"This 'dark stranger'.wasGeorge Wash­
ington ! The friendship of the younp: sur­
veyors stimulated a correspondence be­
tween them which lasted as long as Pres­
ton lived. And, I may as well tell the 
whole story here, as I have begun it,­
long, long after, when the Indian had dis­
appeared from the scene; when the 'red­
coats' were no longer in the land; when the 
roar of the British lion was no more heard 
on our' fair western shore; when peace 
smiled over mountain and plain; when the 
'Stars and Stripes' waved over the land of 
the free, and when 'the dark stranger' 
from the chief of the army had become tbe 
head of the nation, then the young son of 
the sandy-haired Preston met his father's 
friend in Philadelphia-the one, President 
of the United States, the other, represent-

, ing the Virginia they both lm,ed in Con­
gress,-,Yarm relations \Yere established 
between the okl and the young man; and 
in reminiscences of the old friendship, the 
horn of a hutfalo was produced as a trophy 
tu Col. Preston's skilL in a hunt they had 
had on the .Alleghanies. 'l'he horn was 
put in the hands of a c-lever sil,;ersmith in 
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Philadelphia, who constructed out of it a 
small ladle, the handle of which was finished 
with a silver cap, and the bottom filled in 
with a silver plate. On the inside of tbe 
plate Washington had his head engraved, 
while young Pr-eston covered the outside 
with :Masonic emblems. 

''The unique little affair was much 
prized in the family, but the owners of it, 
in a spirit of patriotic pride, lent it, in ] 87G, 
to the Centennial Exposition, and it was 
ne,·er heard of more. 

Tlie Tugg Ril.:e1· EJpedition. 

"In the summer of 1767, William Pres­
ton and 11ajor Thomas Le,vis, of Rocking­
ham c-ounty, were sent out as commission­
ers by Governor Dinwiddie, to effect a 
treaty with the Shawnees and Dela,,·are 
Indians at the mollth of the Big Sandy, a 
branch of the Ohio river. The Im1ian par­
ties to this treaty were Oconoto, a very old 
chief, and Cornstalk, a young and famous 
warrior. He it was who led the Indians in 
the fearful battle of Point Pleasant, in 
w hicb ran streams of the noblest blood in 
all that region. 

"The perils of this expedition fill the 
pag-es of the written story, and are tra­
ditions of the times. The mareh was 
through a wild, dreary wilderness, so 
wretched as to be scarcely sought b.v beasts 
or birds. EYen at this day, despite the prog­
ress of ciYilization, it is of all stretches of 
land known to the modern traveller, the 
most weinl an<l unc-anny. Hardships in-
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1 creased at ever.\· mile's acl,·ance, until 
! stan·ation ac·tually confronted them. Cap-

tain P1·estuu, commanding the forward 
part~·, proposed to kill and eat the horses, 
under the threats by the men of mutiny and 
desertion. I am aYailing m~·self of the ac-
count whi('h Campbell ~:6ves in his History 
of Yirginia. :.1ajnr Lewis refused this pro-
posal. Some of the men dese1·ted, oth\"rs 
were forcibly retained. At this juncture 
the killing of a young bear brought some 
relief, ·especially to the officers who break-
fasted upon it.' 

"Under stress of famine the expedition 
was abandoned: but the two weeks' return 
to the settlement ,yere weeks of intense 
suffering from cold and hunger. The buf­
falo hides. hung up to dry as they went 
out, were now cut into strips for food, 
which, in spite of this, gre\':; so scarce <lu­
ring the last two or three·<la.,·s of their jour­
ney, that they ate the strings of their moc­
casins, belts of their hunting shirts, and 
flaps of their shot pouc-hes. The Tugg 
river, between Yirginia anc1 Kentucky, the 
scene of these sufferings, got its name from 
the tugs or thongs of buffalo hide which 
they fed upon. 

"Captain Preston was occasioned much 
suffering· and danger dul'ing this expedition, 
by tying his moccasins so tightly as to 
chafe the instep of one foot and produce 
partial mortification. He had with him as 
an espedal personal attendant, a young 
'redemptioner' whom he lrnJ brought into 
his family several years ago. At this 
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critical moment, the poor immigrant turned 
out to be an educated physician, whose 
skill possibly s<rrnd Captain Preston's life. 
His skill revolutionized all their social re­
lations, and the doctor became a member 
of the family as a teacher, and as one of its 
most valued friends. 

Battle of Gu/1.ford Co11l't Ifouse, and Death. 

"11here was little rest allmved or 
daimed by an ardent soldier in that period 
of the Re,·olutionar~-- "\Var; and we see, with 
no surprise, Colonel Preston organizing a 
regiment which, on ~larch 13, 17;-:;1, he lecl, 
,Yith conspi("uous g·alla ntry, in the fateful 
engagement of Guilford Court House. 
Here, being thrmn1 from his horse. his life 
was saved b~-- tlw heroic- inten--ention of a 
friend and neighbor, Joseph Kent: but from 
the seYere exertion of that day, he neH.'1' 
reem·ered. and died a short tinw aftenYard, 
.J:.1:!b=.-2..d.,. __ JJ.Bl, at the age of fifty-three. 

Ifi.,· Propel'tf/ and Ed111·atio1wl P,·ul'i-~i"on .fr.Ji' 

his Fa111i1y. 

"In leading a life of the utmost deyo­
tion to the welfare of the Commonwealth, 
Colonel Preston dill not count himself 
ahsoh-ed f1 om a like fide lit~-- to the more 
sa(•red trust of his O\Yll hnnst•lwl<l: a trust 
too often lost sight of or held in abeyanc·e 
b~-- the public c-itizen in the thron_g'ing de­
marnls of his official position. His repeated 
calls in defense of the exposed frontier of 
Yirginia: his se1Tiee in framing treaties of 
pea(•e with the treacherous Indians; and 
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his duties as sur-.;e~·or of seYeral counties, 
ga ,-e him a wide acquaintance-,vestward 
and southward of the State-and enabled 
him to create for himself an immense 
estate in lands. But while he made his 
home on a beautiful plateau of three thou­
sand ac1·es in 11ontgomery county, on the 
Yery top of the Alleghanies-the nov, his­
toric· Smithfield of the wide family-his 
possessions reached into the blue-grass 
region of Kentuek~-, and became, to some 
extent. the site of the c-ity of Louisville. 

1 But to amass a fortune was not his whole. 
or, indeed. his d1ief interest for his great 
family of eleYeD children. Thanks, per­
haps. to his early inoeulation ·with a lo-.;e 
of learning by the dassical clel'ic, Rev. 
J o1m Craig. he ,vas perpetuall~- sehem­
ing for their education-a most diffieult 
undertaking in the disorder of the 
times, the sparseness of the population. 
and the rare apparition in that mountain 
region of educated teachers. He did what 
he could, howe-.;er, in semling the better­
most of the young men who driftetl toward 
him in his ofliee, into his house to giYe his 
children such rudimentary training as they 
were capable of, until at last there fell 
into his hands a 'redemptioner,' a culti­
,-ated scholar, drfren by c·ruel domestic 
disaster, from his English home, ,vhom he 
installed into the permanent tutorship of 
his house, and who, as the ~·ears moved on, 
drew tow2.; ds himself the warm friendship 
of the whole family. 

''Having thus given to his ('bildren a 
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taste for books, Colonel Preston supplied 
the books themselves, by uniting- with some 
like-minded gentlemen in furnishing funds 
to a competent person in England for the 
purchase of the best English classics and 
dictionaries of the period. 

"This little library did noble work 
upon the minds and characters of those 
young people; and gaye them whereYer 

1 they ·went, a power greatly aboYe that of 
mere wealth and social station. It had a 
singularly marked effect upon the daugh­
ters. all of whom. no doubt largely through 
its means, became centers of influenee in 
the diffel'ent homes to which they wel'e 
afterwards scattered. They had no sueh 
mental drill as the languages, and higher 
mathematics, nor such poetic polish as the 
Brownings and Tennysons furnish their 
great-granddaughters v,ith toc1a~·; but I 
question ·whether Yassar or Wellesley eYel' 
a wakened a keener zest for knov,·leclge, or 
a more genuine taste for literature, than 
did that small library of rare masters of 
Queen Anne's da~·, which, having crossed 
the Atlantie in a sailing vessel, made its 
toilsome way in the rmnb]ing old road­
wagon, to the quiet inmates of the bleak 
home on the mountain top. 

"'l'he sons were sent to "William and 
Mary, of which Bishop Thomas Madison, a 
brother of William Madison, Colonel Pres­
ton's son-in-law, was president.* TJiis edu­
cational advantage was the highest bene-

* Thomas Lewis Preston received his academic education at 
Liberty Hall, and his legal education at William and Mary. 

17~ 
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faction he could haYe besto-wed upon his 
children: for out from it ha Ye come, in suc­
cessiYe generations sinc·e, blessings that 
ha,·e s,Yept he,\-o]1(1 the utmost range of his 
prophetic aspirations. 

JJ,s Family and Jli,; Reliqio118 Fidelity. 

'·The sous, following· the lead of their 
fathe1·, di<l dut~· to Yil'ginia and to the 
rnion in their legislath·e and military 
departments: whilst the sorns-in-la,Y came 
gallantl~- abreast of t1wm in the same of­
±it.·es in the State and national g•(fferment:s. 
Colonel P1·eston ·s fa mil~· (•Onsisted of :fi\·e 
sons:-.Tnlrn. in the House of Delegates: 
Fr,mc·i:-.. la,y~·er. and memlwr of the State 
Le~.tbla t ure arn1 of Congn~ss: "\Yilliam, 11a­
jor in the war of 181:.?-l-±: James Patton, 
Colonel in the \Yar of 181 :!, and Gon:rnor 
of Yi1·ginia: 'l'homas Le,Yis. lav,~·er, joint­
editor with 'l'homas Hitehie of the RiC'h­
mond E1//J11ire,·, member of the Legislature, 
and runninµ: f 01· Congress at the time of 
his death. .And of seYen c1aughter:s, one of 
whom, .Ann. cliel1 unmarried: Eliza, who 
mal'l'ied "\Yilliam ~1ac1ison, hrother of 
'l'homas ::\fac1isou, first Bishop of Virg-inia: 
Sarah. ::\Irs. Col. .Tames ::\kDowell of Ro('k­
hril1g·e: Susan. ::\frs. :::'\athaniel Hart of 
Kentu('ky: 1Ian·, ::\lrs. John Lewis of the 
Sweet Springs: Letitia, ,Yife of John Floyd 
and mother of .T ohn B. Flo~·c1, both GoYern­
or.-; of Vir1-rinia: and ::\largaret, wift· of 
John Prestnn of Washing·ton eount~-, whose 
daughter Ellen. marriel1 Hun. James 1Y. 1 
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Sheffey, frequently a member of the Yir­
ginia Legislature. 

"In spite of all that I ha--e said of 
Colonel Preston. my sketeb ,,ould he sin­
gularl.'- inc-omplete if I failed to mention 
yet another element of fidelit>- in his c-har­
ac-ter. which, perhaps, stands the hiero­
glyph of all the rest. And it is the one 
,d1ivh those of his desc-eudanb ,,ho seek 1 

for the noblest moti,-e of a man's ac·tions. : 
nmst hail ,..-ith the most pleasure and 
c·hronic-le with supremest satbfac·tion :-

"Onc-e a year this lms_,- man broke 
away from all secular c•,1.res. anc1. mounting 
his horse. roJe a hundred miks oYer tht' 
trac·kless mountains am1 ,,ih1 regions he- 1 

>-ond, that he might, in the old vlrnn·h of 
hi:,; youth. renew his spil'itual ,mYs ant1 

1 

enjoy the p1·i,-ilege of eommuning with his ' 
fellm,-Christians in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

"I ha,e been 'beguiled into this intro­
duction.-one S'.) long as to neeJ an apol­
og·>-.-by the wish to 1we:,;ent the intellec-t­
uaJ anJ moral, as well as the natural. 
genealogy of my suhjec-t. feeling sure that 
:,;uc-h a heredity has been real: and that in 
hi:,; ease, as in that of his c·otemporar>- and 
e,·en >·ounger kindred. it is thorough]>· 
well-marked and handsomely exhibited.·· 
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William Preston by his wife, Susanna 
Smith, left issue, "eleven children, each 
of whom bec-ame the ancestor of a noble 
race of men and women," as follows: 

g 1 Elizabeth Preston was born about 
1758, married William S. Madison, 
who died during the Re-.;olution,and 
had issue, Susanna ~fadison and 
Agatha Strother Madison. 

''Susanna married John Howe 
Peyton, an eminent la w~·er of 
Staunton, Virginia, and their son 
William Madison Peyton, married 
Miss Sally Taylor. and had eight 
.children, of whom Susan M. Peyton 
married Joseph Howard White, and 
afterward, Col. ""\V ashi ngton, of Korth 
Carolina; Sally T. Peyton married 
Thomas Read, and, afterward, Dr. 
James T. L. White, of Abingdon, 
Virginia; Agatlrn Garnett Peyton 
marriedWalter Preston of Abingdon, 
v,ho became a member of the Con­
federate Congress. Agatha Strother 
Madison, the second daughter of 
Elizabeth Preston and William 
S. Madison, married GarnetPeyton, 
brother to John Howe Peyton, her 
sister's husband, who was an officer 
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in Wayne's Campaign, and, after­
ward, a farmer. Among her chil­
dren were Benjamin Howard Pe~-­
ton, who married Mrs. Ellis, daugh­
ter of Col. William Mumford, of 
Richmond, Virginia, and William 
Preston Peyton, who married Miss 
:Mumford, of Richmond, and after­
ward resided in Missouri. 

11 John Preston was born about 17G0, 
and married, first Mary Radford, 
of Richmond, Virginia, and married, 
second, Mrs. Mayo, formerly 11iss 
Carrington. 

iii Francis Preston was born about 1762, 
married Sarah B. Campbell. daugh­
ter of General William Campbell. 
who commanded theAmerican forces 
at the battle of King's ~fountain in 
October, 1780, and a niece of Patriek 
Henry. 

iY Sarah Preston was born about 1764, 
married Colonel James Me Dowell, 
of Rockbridge county. Virginia. an 
officer in the war of 1812. 

"She left t'\•rn daughters and a 
son. The eldest daughter, Susan 
S. McDowell, married William Tay­
lor, of Alexandria, Virginia, a law­
yer and member of Congress from 
Virginia, and had six children and 
numerous grandchildren. One of 
these six children married John B. 
Weller, member of Congress from 
Ohio (1839-45), United States senator 
from California, governor of Cali-
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fornia. and United States minister 
to 11exico. 'l,he second daughter of 
Sarah Preston, Elizabeth 1foDow·elL 
married Thomas Hart Benton, the 
illustrious sen a tor from Missouri, 
who helcl a c:ontinuous term of 
thirty yeah; in the United States 
Senate. She had six children, of 
whom the first. Eliza P., married 
"\Yilliam Car~- ,Jones. a la v,yer, of 
X ew Orleans: the St"eoncl. Jessie. 
married Major-General John C. Fre­
mont. the <1istinguishet1 explorer. 
ant1 the tir:,;t Repuhlit·,m eanclidate 
for President of the United States: 
the thirt1. Sarah. maITied Ric·hard 
T . .Tavoh. a l·olone1 of l"'"nitec1 States 
,;oluntee1·s. a memher of the legis­
lature. and lieutenant-go,;ernor of 
Kentucky: arn1 tlw sixth. Susan Y., 
married Bal'On Gaul(h<.:·e Boilleau, 
Frenc·h minister to Peru. etc.: and 
most of them leaTing: numerous 
l·hil!lren. some of \Yhom are in the 
,n·m~- an :1 rnn-y. 'rhe son of this 
Sarah Preston and Colonel James 
McDowell, ,...-as James 1kDowell, 
horn in Rm·khridge c--ounty, _Yir­
ginia. 17~G, graduated at Prineeton, 
181 i. gon-•n10r of Yirginia. 1842-5. 
and memher of Congress, 1845-51. 
He married his c·ousin Susan, daugh­
ter of General Franeis Preston, an<l 
left nine ehildren, of whom the 
first, James 1kDowell, was a ph~·si­
cian, resident in Paris, Franl•e, 
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married to Miss Elizabeth Brant, of 
St. Louis; the second, Sally C. 1k­
Dowell, married Governor Fram·is 
Thomas, of Maryland, and, after­
ward, Rev. John Miller, of Pete1·s­
burg, Virginia; the third, ~Iary, B. 
I\kDowell, manied Rev. Mr. Ross, 
of Bladensburg; the fifth, Sopho-

1 

nisba McDowell. married Colonel J. i 
·w. Massie, of the Yirginia 1Iilitar~­
Institute; the sixth. Susan P. ).Jc·­
Dowell. married 1Jajor Charles C. 
Carrington; the se\-enth. :'.\1argaret 
Canty McDo,Yell. manied Charles 
S. Venable, of the eniversit:· of , 
Virginia: and the eighth, Thomas 
L. ?-.kDowell. married ).liss Con­
stanc-e "\Yarwick, of Powhatan, Vir­
ginia, and died in the Confet1erate 
se1Tiee. 

v William Preston was bom about liGG. 
married Caroline Hancock. of Vir­
ginia, and resided in Louisville, 
Kentuc:k~-. He was a captain in 
General 1Vayne's arm:·· 

n Susanna Preston was born about 17GS 
' married Nathaniel Hait of Wood-

ford c-ount.·r, Kentucky, and left ffre 
daughters and two sons. 

"Her eldest daughter. Sarah S. 
Hart, married Colonel George C. 
'.rl10111pson, of Mercer county, Ken­
tucky, member of the legislature of 
Kentucky and its speaker: and Colo­
nel 'rhompson 's children and grand­
children intermarried with the 

18Ci 
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Yances of Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
Indiana, and the Martins of Louis­
ville. The second daughter, Letitia 
P. Hart, married Arthur H.Wallace, 
and her children intermarried with 
the Alexanders, Edwards, Taylors, 
and Dades, of Kentucky. The third 
daughter, Louisiana B. Hart, mar­
ried Tobias Gibson, of Live Oak 
plantation, Terrebone parish, Louis­
iana, and left eight children, of 
whom (1) Sarah H. Gibson married 
her relative, Joseph A. Humphreys, 
of Woodford county, Kentucky. (2) 
Randall Lee Gibson, born at his 
grandfather's residence in Ken­
tucky while his parents were on a 
·dsit from Louisiana. graduated at 
Yale College, entered the Confed­
erate se1--vice as a private, and 
fought up to the command of a com­
pany, a regiment, a brigade, and a 
division. He has been a member of 
Congress and United States senator 
since 1875; and married ~liss 1Iar~· 
Montgomery, of New York. (3) 
William Preston Gibson, a surgeon 
in the Confederate service, married 
his relative, ~Miss Elodie Hum­
phreys. (-fl Hart Gibson,a member of 
the Kentucky Legislature, a captain 
in the Confederate service, married 
Miss :Mary Duncan, of Lexington, 
Kentucky. (5) Claude Gibson died 
while a captain in the Confederate 
senice. (6) Tobias Gibson, Jr., 
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also a captain in the Confederate 
service. (7) McKinley Gibson, like­
wise a captain in the Confederate 
servjce. 'fhe fourth daughter of 
Susanna Preston and Nathaniel 
Hart, Mary Howard Hart, married 
William Voorhees, whose children 
intermarried with the families of 
Sanders, Brand and Duncan, of 
Kentucky and California, and one 
of them, Gordon Voorhees, was in 
the Confederate serviee and fell in 
battle. The youngest daughter 
Virginia Hart, married Alfred Shel· 
by and afterward Dr. R. J. Breek­
inridge, l.=ia;dng children by both 
husbands." 

vu James Patton Preston, was born 
about 1770, and married Ann Tay­
lor of Nor folk, Virginia. He was a 
member of the Legislature of Vir­
ginia, a eolonel in the United States 
army, and Governor of Virginia. 

Ylll Mary Preston was born about 1772, 
married John Lewis, of S,Yeet 
Springs, Virginia, and had six daugh­
ters and three sons. 

''Her eldest daughter, Susan 
Lewis, married Henry Massie, of 
Vfrginia. and had ffre children, of 
whom Susan C. Massie married Rev. 
Frank Stanley, of North Carolina. 
Mary Massie married John Hamp­
den Pleasants, the distinguished 
editor of the Richmond 1Vhiq. His 
son, James Pleasants, was a lawyer of 
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RiC'hrnornl. and his daughter, the wife 
of Douglas H. Gordon. of Baltimore. 
Eugenia ~lassie married Colonel 
Samuel Gatewoo(l. of Bath c·<mnty. 
Yirg-inia. Her c-hilclren intermarried 
,Yith the Goocks and the Taliaferros 
1prcn10unc•e(l Tnl0Yer1, of Yirginia 
and 'l'exa,.;. Henr:· ).las1:>ie. of the 
"Cniye1·sity of Yirµ:inia. married 1fiss 
Susan Smith. of South Carolina, arnl 
ha(1 :,;ix c·hil<ll'en. one of whom rnm·­
rit·d her c·ousin. James Pleasants. 
of Hi(•lnnorn1. The se,:ond daughtt>r 
of :'.\Jar.'· Preston a]l(l John Le,Yis. 
).1 ar:· Lt•\\·is. mar-rie(1 James "\Y ood­
Yilk. a J.ny.'·e1· of Bntetnmt. Yir­
µ:mw. H1·1· son. Janws "\Yoo<1Yillt'. 
a ph_\·sic•i;rn of ).Jonroe <_•om1t,\·, 
'\'\Test Yfrginia. marri(•ll hi:,; re la tin-•. 
::'.\lar:· ~\rn1. <b u1 .. d1te1· of Car:· Bn::>,·k­
irn·i(1~te. and had six <'hiltln·11. The 
thir<1 daughte1·: Ann :'.\I. Le,Yb, ma1·-
1·iecl .Tohn Howe Pe:·ton. of Staun­
ton. Yil'µ:inia. and left ten c-hil<1ren. 
who intermarried with the "\Yash· 
inµ:tons, Bal<hYins, Telfairs. Gra:·s, 
Co<'hrans. awl Browns, of South 
C'amlina, Yirµ:inia arn1 Ohio. The 
fourth dauµ:ht!:'1·, Marµ:aret L. Lew­
is. ma1Tit"<1 John CoC'h1·an, of C'ha1·­
lotteYille, and had eight ehildren. of 
whom John L. Coc-hran was a law­
:·er and a c·aptain in the Confeder­
ate arm:·: James C. Coc·hran mar­
ried 11iss Eliza heth Brooke: Hem:· 
K. CoC'hran bet·anw a phy1,,icia11; 
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Howe Peyton Coehran, a captain in 
the Confederate army, and married 
his cousin, 1fo,s Xannie Carrington; 
'William L. Cochran, an offi.c·er in 
the Confederate arm~-; and 11ary 
Preston Cochran, \Y ho married Cap­
tain John 11. Preston. of Smith 
eounty. Virginia. The sec·ond son 
of Mary Preston ancl John Le,...-is. 
William L. Le,Yis. married first 11bs 
Stewart, of South Carolina. an(l af­
tenrnrd.his cousin. Letitia P.Flo~-d. 
ancl had eight c-hildren. of ,rhnm 
James S. Lewis ,,as a ph~·sic·ian in 
Florida. married Miss Owens. of 
that State." 

l i 1x Letitia Preston was horn about 1774, 
and married.John Floyd.of Kentuvky. ·. 
'l'he>- afterwar<l remcn-ec1 to Yil'­
~:inia. whern·e ~Ir. Flo>·<1 "·ent to 
Congress from 1817 to 18:2\t. He 
also sen·ed as Gm-ernor of Yirginia 
from 182H to 183-1:. 

"'She had se,en c-hil<lren. the 
eldest was John B. Flo>·<l, who mar­
ried his eousin, Sall>- B .. daughter 
of General Franc-is Prei,;ton: \Yas 
go,ernor of Yirginia. seeretary of 
war in President Budrnnan·s c-ah­
inet, and a g011eral in the Cnnfo1l­
erate army. The second son, "\Villiam 
Preston Flo~·d, was a ph>·sic·ian: 
the fourth, Benjamin R. f'lo)·c1, a 
lawyer, married Miss Xanc·~- 11at­
the,Ys. of \Vythe,ille. Yirgiuia. Hi:,; 
d,111ghter, 1fah·ina Floyd, married 
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Peter Otey, :l major in the Confed­
erate service. The fifth. Letitia P. 
Floyd, married her cousin, ·wmiam 
L. Lewis, 0f Sweet Springs. Her 
daughters, Susan M. and Letitia 
Lewis, married ~-\.lfred Frederick, of 
South Carolina, and Thomas L. 
Cooke, of Cumberland, Virginia. 
'rhe sixth, La vellette Floyd, married 
George F. Holmes, of Durham, Eng­
land. and professor of belles-lettres 
in the l!niYersity of Virginia, and 
hatl five children. 'rhe seventh. 
Xi(_'kettie Floyd, married John W. 
Johnston, a la w~·er of .Abingdon, 
Virginia. and "Cnite(l States senator 
of Virginia frum 1670. She had nine 
children at the time of her hus­
band's ffrst election to the Senate.·• 

x Thomas Lewis Preston was born 
about 177G, married Edmonia Ran­
dolph, the daughter of Edmond 
Randolph. 

xi 1\largaret Brown Preston, born about 
1778, married Colonel John Preston, 
of Walnut Grove, Virginia, son of 
Robert Preston, a distant relative. 
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a member of the Virginia Legislature, and ' 
for many years rrreasurer of that State, 
married first, Mary Radford, of Richmond, 
Virginia; and second, Elizabeth Carrington 
~1ayo, a \Yidow. By his first wife he had 
issue, 

i William R. Preston, who married 
Elizabeth Cabell, of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and removed to ~lissouri. 
Little is known of his family. 

11 John B. Preston, who marriPd Miss 
Jordan, of Rockbridge, Virginia, 
and lived in Barren county, Ken­
tucky. He served in the Legisla-

111 

lV 

V 

ture of Kentucky for many years. 
Ella M. Preston, who married Charles 

Johnston; a member of the bar, and 
of Congress, in Virginia. 

Susan M, Preston, who married Wil­
liam Radford, her cousin. 

Sarah Preston, who married Henry 
Bowyer, of Rockbridge, Virginia, a 
lawyer. 

10 
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By his second wife .T ohn Preston 
had issue. 

n Edward C. Preston, who married 
:.\Iiss Hawkins. of Kentuc-k~-. 

Fru.NCIS PRESTOX, 

,Yas born about 17t'i2. married Sarah B. 
Camp hell, the daughter of General William 
Campbell. who commarnlecl the American 
forces at the battle of King's ::\fountain in 
Odoher. 17tiU. :.\Ir. Preston ,,as a lawyer 
of ahilit~-. a member of the State senate. 
of Yirµ:inia. arn1 a Brigadier-General in the 
war of 1812. 

He ha<1 issue. 
i l,"rilliam Campbell Preston. who ·was a 

highly distinguished orator and ad­
YOea te. a ~ena tor from South 
Carolina. and President of the Col­
lege of South Canllina. He ,Yas 
born at Philadelphia. Penn., Decem­
ber 27, 17H-±, and died ::\lay 22, 18t5~l. 
Ht' marrie(1. first, ::\Iary E. Coalter, 
of South Carolina, and, sec·ond, ::\fi,.;s 
L. P. Davis. abo of South Carolina. 
All his ehil<1ren. except Sall~- Camp­
bell Preston, diec1 in infancy, and 
she. a c-hild b~- his first wife, died 
Ulllll:l1'l'it•<1. 

11 Eliza I-km·~- P1·eston manied Ec1 ward 
C. Carrington. who ,,as a clistin_ 
guished ollieer in the war of 1812. 

m Sw.;an ~- Preston married ,Tames ::\1c·­
D()well. her c-ousin, and Governor of 
\'irg-inia. 
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1 \' Sally Buchanan Preston, married 
. John B. Floyd, Governor of Virginia. 
her cousin. 

v Sophonisba Preston,married Dr. Roh­
ert .T. Breckinridge. of Kentucky, a 
distant relatfre. 

n :Maria T. C. Preston, married John 
M. Preston, of Smythe county. a 
merchant. 

vn Charles H. C. Preston, married ~Iary 
Beall, by whom he had two chil­
dren who both died in infanc·y. 

vm John Smith Preston, born in AlJing­
don. Va., April 20, 180H, married 
C:uoline Hampton, daughter of i 

General \Yacle Hampton. Sr.. of i 
South Carolina, and died :Ma,- 1, I 

' • I 

1881. He became a member of the 
South Carolina Legislatm·e. as also , 
a eonnnissioner and a Briga:lier­
General 111 the Confederate army. 

1x Thomas L. Pre:::;ton, born in 181:'), a 
colonel in theConfederate arm:·· and 
a historian of distinetion, marrie(L 
first, Elizaheth Watts. a relatfre, 
and.seeond.Ann Sanders, but has ha(l 
no issue. [See portrait facing· p.129.J 

x ~Iargaret B. Preston, married Wade 
Hampton. of South Carolina. a 
General in the Confederate army. 

WILLIA:'.\1
1 

PRESTOX, 

"'· ,,as horn a hout 17Jn. married Caroline 
Hanc-ock, of Virginia, and heeame a cap­
tain in General ·wayne·s army, prohahly in 

]() 

88 
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hb expeditions against the Indians. He 
resided in LouisYille, Kentucky, and had 
issue, 

39 1 Henrietta Preston, married Albert 
Sidney Johnston, who commanded 
the army that invaded Utah in 1857, 
known as "Johnston's army," and 
who afterwards ,Yas kil1ecl April 6, 
1862, while General in eomrnand of 
the Confederate forces at the battle 
of Shiloh. 

40 11 Maria Preston, married John Pope, 
of LouisYille, Kentut:ky. ~o issue. 

41 m Caroline Preston, married Abram 

4:? 

Woolley,later a colonel in the Union 
army. 'rhey had but one child, 
\Yilliam Preston \Yoolley, who died 
unmarried. 

ff Josephine Preston, married Jason 
Rogers, ·who afterwan1s heeame a 
captain in the 'Cnion army. 

,- ·William Preston, Jr., born near Louis­
ville, Kentucky, October 16, 1816, 
married a relatiYe, Margaret Wick­
liffe, a daughter of Robert Wick­
liffe, of Lexington, Kentucky, and 
died September 21, l 887. He was a 
lawyer, and afterwards became 
a member of the Constitutional 
ConYention, of Kentuck~-, a Con­
gressman from that State, 1852-3, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Kentucky 
Volunteers in the Mexican war, 
minister to the Court of Spain in 
1858-61, and a :Major-General in the 
Confederate army. 
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n Susan Preston, married,first, Howard 
Christy, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
and, second, H.P. Hepburn, of San 
Francisco, California, but had no 
issue. 

JAMES PATTON PRESTON, 

horn about 1770, married· Ann Taylor, of 
X orfolk, Yirginia, and aftervrnrds became 
a member of the State Senate of Virginia, 
a colonel in the United States army and 
Governor of Virginia. He had issue, 

4G William Ballard Preston, born at 

47 

48 

49 
50 
51 

Smithfield. Va., November 2i'i, 1805, 
married Lucy Redd, and became a 
member of the Virginia conventions 
of 1850 and 1860, and member of: 
Congress from Virginia in 1847-4il, 
Secretary of the NaYy in the cabi­
net of President Zachariah Taylor 
1849-50, and a Senator in the Con­
federate Congress. He died No­
vember lG, 18G2. 

11 Robert •raylor Preston, married Mary 
Hart, of South Carolina, and became 
a colonel in the Confederate army. 

m James Patton Preston, Jr., marded 
Sarah Caperton, and afterwards be­
came a colonel in the Confederate 
army. 

iv Susan Preston, died unmarried. 
v Virginia Preston, also died unmarried. 

v1 Jane Grace Preston, married Judge 
George Gilmer, but had no issue. 
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THO:\L\S LE"\\'IS PRESTOX, 

born about 177ti, married Edmonia Ran­
dolph. daughter of Edmund Randolph, At­
tomey-General of the 1]nited Statei,;, and 
became an attorney-at-la,Y, a member of 
the Virginia Legblature, and a major in 
the war of 181:?. 

He had issue, 
Elizabeth R. Preston, married "\Vil­

liain ~-\.. Co('ke. of Cumberland. Vir­
ginia. 

:i John 'l'homas L. Preston. married. 
first. Sally Caruthers, of Lexing­
ton. Virginia. and.i,;eeon<l, Margaret 
Junkin. also of Lexington, and be­
c·a 111e a ('Olonel in the Confederate 
arm~-, and professor in the Virginia 
Militar~- Institute. 

1L.\n<~) .. HET BRO\YX PRESTO:'.\'. 

horn al)out 1778, married Colonel John 
Preston. of ·walnut Gnn-e, Virginia, who 
\Yas the son of Robert Preston, a distant 
re la tin·. 

They had issue, 

Susanna S. Preston. married Joseph 
Rhea. of Tennei,;see. 

11 Hobert Preston, married Sarah ~far­
sha 11. of Phi1ac1e lphia. Penn. He 
vrns a phyi,;it·ian. 

111 ~Iargaret Pre,,;ton. married James L. 
White, of Abingdon. Yirginia. 

i,- "\Y illiam Alfred Prei,;ton. marriecl. 
first.~Iiss ,Y~-lie. of Temwi,;see. arnl, 
sel'01H1. E1izaheth l-fat1fort1. 
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v John Preston, married ~fary '\Yiek­
liffe, of Lexington, Kentuc·ky, a 
relative, by whom he had one son, 
Robert, who died in infanc->·· 

v1 Ellen Preston, married James W. 
Sheffey, of Marion, Smythe eotmt>·• 
Virginia. 

Yii Elizabeth Preston, died unmarried. 
vm Thomas Preston, married. first. a 

relatiYe, Mary Craighead, of Xash­
Yille, Tennessee, and, sec:ond, ).1iss 
Maguire. He was a planter m 
Arkansas, and an offic-er in the Con­
federate arm>· at the battle of 
Shiloh, April 6. 18132, where he was 
killed. 

ix Walter E. Preston, married F'ann>· 
Hays, of rl'ennessee, and died with­
out issue. 

x Jane Preston, married James B. 
Craighead, of Nashville, Tennessee, 
a relative. 

x1 Francis Preston, married Virginia 
Moffett, of Loudon. Virginia. 

xu James Preston, married F'ann>· Rhea. 
xiii Joseph Preston, died unmarriell. 
xn- Henry Preston, married Ann Carter, 

of Albemarle county. 
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FIFTH GEXERATIOX 

1YILLLD1 R. PRESTOX, 

married Elizabeth Cabell, of Lynchburg, 
Virginia. He removed to Missouri about 
1810. He had issue. 

1 Paulina Preston. 
ii Arinthea Preston. 

iii Betsy Preston. 
1 ,- Isadora Preston. 
v Marion Preston, who married Samuel 

Williamson, of Lync·hburg:, Virginia. 
n Rebeeca Preston, "-ho married 1fr. 

De Meux, of Mississippi. 
vn Landonia Preston, who died unmar­

ried; and a twin, 
nn Landon Preston. 

1x 'l'homas Preston. 
x Washita Preston. 

J OHX B. PRESTOX, 

married Miss .T ordan, of Rockbridge, Vir­
ginia, and remm-ed to Barren county, 
Kentuck>-· He was a member of the Ken­
tucky Legislature for a number of years. 
He had issue, 

8:2 1 l\Iary R. Preston, who married Wil-
limn Bybee, of Glasgow, Kentucky. 

21 
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11 Samuel J. Preston, who married 
Susan Murrell, and remo-vecl to Ca,·e 
City, Kentuc·ky. 

111 Edward C. Preston, who married 
Fanny Ellis, and resided at Glas­
gow, Ke11tucky. 

ff Susan Frances Preston, who married 
Joseph Bybee, and remo,·ed to 
l:nion county, Illinois. 

EmVARD C. PRESTOX, 

the son of John Preston by his secorn1 wife. 
Elizabeth Carrington, the widow of Mr. 
~1ayo, married 11iss Hawkins, of Ken­
tucky. He left issue, one son, 

87 1 E(h~·ard C. Preston. Jr.,-who became a 

88 

planter in St. Laundry Co., La. 

J OHX S~IITH PHESTOX. 

born near Abingdon, Ya., April 20. 1800. 
married Caroline Ha111pton, the daughter of 
General Wade Hampton, Sr., of South 
Carolina. ~rr. Preston was a me111ber of 
the State Legislature of South Carolina. a 
Commissioner of his natfre State, and a 
Brigadier -General in the Confederate 
ar111~-- He died May 1, 1881. haying had 
issue, 

8\l 1 Charles H. C. Preston. who died in 
infancy. 

11 Alfred Pre~ton, who died unmarried. 
m John Preston, who married Celestine 

P. Huger, of South Carolina. 

ff William C. Preston. ,Yho was an 
oftit'e1· in the Confederate army, and 
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lost his life at the battle of Atlanta, 
Georgia, July 22, 18G4. He was un­
married. 

93 ,. Wade H. Preston, w·lw died in in-
faney. 

94 n ~far:· C. Prnston. who married Dr. 

95 

9G 

John T. Darby. of South Carolina, 
chief of the medical staff of army 
eorps in the Confederate army. 

vii Sally C. Preston. who married Raw­
Jing::s Lm,nds. of South Carolina. 
She had is:sue. 

born near Louisville. Kentucky, October 
lt5. 181G: married Margaret Wickliffe, a 
distant relatfre and the daughter of Robert 
Wic-kliffe. of Lexington, Kentuc-ky. He 
was di:stinguished as an attorney-at-law, as 
a member of the constitutional eonvention 
of Kentucky, as a congressman from that 
State, as a lieutenant-colonel of Kentucky 
volunteers in the Mexic-an war,as a minister 
to the eourt of Spain during Buchanan's 
administration. and as a major-general in 
the Confederate army. 

He died September 21, 1887, having had 
issue, 

H7 i Mary Owen Preston, who married 
John )lason Brown, a relative, a 
colonel of c,walry in the Union 
army, a lawyer of distinction, and a 
genealogist. 

!=18 11 Caroline H. Preston, who married 
Rouert A. 'l'hornton, a lawyer, of 
Lexington: Kentucky. 
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Margaret H. Preston, who married 
George M. Davis. 

Robert Wickliffe Preston, who mar­
ried Miss McDowell. 

Susan C. Preston, who married Gen­
eral Draper. 

Jessie Fremont Preston, who married 
Mr. Draper. 

,YILLIA:'.\I BALLARD PRESTOX, 

was born at Smithfield, 1v1ontgomery c·oun­
t>·· Virgiuia, November 25, 1805. married 
Lucy Redd. and became aftervrnrds a mem­
ber of the Virginia cou ,·entions of 1850 and 
18t"\0, a member of Congress from Vi1·ginia, 
18-!i-18-Hl, Secretary of the }\fayy iu the 
ea bin et of President Zachariah Taylor, 18-!\l-
50, and a senator in the Confederate Con­
gress. He died No-vemher lG, 18132, haYing· 
had issue. 

104 i Walter R. Preston, who married Miss 
Mears, of South Carolina, hut ,.,_. ho 
died without issue. 

105 11 Nannie 'f. Preston. who married Dr. 
Walter Coles,of Albemarle, Virginia. 

lOU iii James P. Preston. 
107 iv Lucy R. Preston, who mai'ried Captain 

Walter Beall, of Botetourt c·ounty, 
Virginia. 

108 Y Jane Preston. 
109 v1 Keziah Preston, who died a minor. 

110 ROBERT TAYLOR PRESTOX, 

married Mary H:1rt, of South Carolina. He 
was a colonel in the Confederate army. He 
had issue, 

201 
REF. No. 

4G 

47 



202 PRESTOXS IN YIRG1::-;-IA. 

INDEX No. REF. No 

111 i Virginia Preston, who married Dr. S. 
Mears. 

112 ii Hart Preston. who died unmarried. 
113 iii James Patton Preston, who also died 

unmarried. 

114 

115 
116 

117 

118 
119 

120 
121 

122 
120 
124 

125 
l 2t5 

JA:'.IIES PATTOX PRESTO:-;-, JR., 

married Sarah Caperton, and, like his fa­
ther,was a eolonel in the Confederate army. 
He had issue. 

i Ballard Preston, and 
11 James Pattern Preston. 

JOH'.': THO:\L-\S L. PltESTOX, 

married, ffrst, Sally Caruthers, of Lexing­
ton. Yirginia: am 1. sec-ol)(1. ~farµ:aret Jun­
kin, also of Lexington. He was a eolonel 
in the Confederate a1·111_Y, and professor in 
Virginia ~Iilitm·)- Institute. By his ffrst 
wife he left issue. 

1 

11 

111 

iv 

Eclmonia R. Preston. who died young. 
Thomas Lewi:,; Preston. vd10 married 

Luc·)· "\Yadde11, and bel'.ame a minis­
ter of the gospel. 

Phebe,:\. Preston. 
·wmiam C. Preston. ,Yl10 was killed 

while serdng in the Confederate 
army. 

Y Fram·is Pi·eston. 
Yi Edmund R. Preston, who died young. 

v11 .John T. L. Preston. 

By his s20orn1 wife ?\Ir. Preston left· 
issue, 

viii George .J. Pn,ston. arn1 
ix A son, whose name is not giYen. 

48 
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127 ROBERT PRESTON, 

was a physician, and married Sarah Mar­
shall. He had issue, 

128 1 Mary M. Preston, who married Dr. 
Winston, of Tennessee, but died 
without issue. 

129 11 Elizabeth V. Preston, who married E. 

130 

Sheffey, of East Tennessee. 

-WILLIA::II ALFRED PRESTO:\", 

married, firsL Miss Wylie, of Tennessee, by 
whom he had no issue, and, second,his cous­
in, Elizabeth Radfor<l, by whom he had 
issue, 

131 1 Alfred Preston. 

132 TH0::11AS PRESTON, 

L.larried, first, a rela,ti'i;e, Mary Craighead. 
of ~ashville, '11ennessee, and, second, }.Jbs 
Maguire. He was a planter in Arkarnms, 
and became an officer in the Confederate 
army, and, at the battle of Shiloh, April G, 
18G:2. was killed. By hi:,,; fir:st wife he had 
issue, 

13;; i Da-vid C. Preston. 

By hi:,,; seeond wife he had two chil­
dren, but both of them died in infancy. 

203 
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];1J FRANCIS PRESTON, tlt> 

married Virginia Moffett, of Loudon, Vir-
ginia. and had issue, 

135 ! 1 Robert Preston. 
13G ii Frank Preston. 
1:q m John Preston. 
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married Mar>· Rhea, and had issue, 
.John Pl'eston. 

11 James Preston. 
111 Walter Preston. 
n- Robert Preston. 
Y Fanny Preston. 

n Frank Preston. 

HEXffY PnEsTox, 

married Ann Carte1·. of Albemarle C'Ounty, 
Yirginia, and hac1 c·hildl'en, 

Hfi 1 :\la1·y Coles Preston. 
147 11 :\Ja1·garet B. P1·esto11. 
14S m Jane P1·e::-;ton. 
14\l lY Ellen B. Pl'eston. 
J;"jO Y Elizaheth :\l. Preston. 
151 Yl Hem·y Preston. 
15:? Yii Ann C. P1·esto11. 
153 nn Isaetta Preston. 
154 1x Randolph P1·eston. 
155 x Eugenia Preston. 
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SA:'.\IrEL J. PnESTO~. 

married Susan ~1urrell, all(1 residec1 in C.n-e 
City. Kentuc-k_\·. where he had issue, 

Pattie Preston. 
11 Fann_\· Preston. 

m Susan P1·eston. 
1Y Ellea Preston. 

Y J olm B. Preston. 

ED"\"L-\.TID C. PRESTOX. 

maniec1 Fann_\· Ellis. resided at Glasgow. 
Kentuek_\·, and had issue. 

11;:\ i George Preston. 
lii-:l: ii Ethrnrd PrestmJ. 
lii;"S iii Anna Preston. 
liili ff Caroline Preston. 

ms 
l1i\l 

Jon:x PnESTOX. 

son of John Smith Preston. maniell Celes­
tine P. Huger. of South Carolina. and had 
lSSllt'. 

i William C. Preston. 
ii Celestine P1·eston. 

Hern. ,Yi11iam E. Hohin:-:011 tlrns <_•on­
vlrn1Ps his (1issl'rtation 011 ··Th<.c· Prestmis 
in .:\me1fra :·· 
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THE PHESTONS IN VIRGIKIA. 

· ·This is a ,yonderful rec-ord of one 
Irish famil>·· and there were other families 
from the same c-ountry of not mueh less 
impnrtanc·e. if their reeonls were as care­
full>· examined: and what has been done to 
des('1·il>e and preserYe these rec-ords? The 
arriYal of John Preston in America was 
searc-ely se(•ond in importam'.e to the ar­
riYal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. Did 
the Plymouth c·olony gfre us as many sen­
a tors. and goYei'nors, and generals, and 
c-ahinet offiL:ers. aml distinguished diYines, 
arn1 eminent teac-hers. as did this single 
emigrant from Derr.,·? Yet what do we 
know of bis arriYal? From what port in 
Ireland did he sail·, '\Yhat was the name 
of his ship':' To what port in America diu 
she (_•mne ·.- What vrns the date of his de­
parture from Ireland and of his arri .. rnl in 
America':' What were the names of the 
passengers and the ofli(•ers of the ship? I 
doubt Yery much if his disting\lished great­
great-grandson, the eloquent congressman 
:from Kentucky. could answer any of these 
questions. 'l'his should not be so, and this 
soc·iety should see to it that this ignorance 
shall not continue. 

''This Preston family was a southern 
famil>· of old Yirginia and Kentucky, and 
therefore it is not surprising that it fur­
nished so man>· braYe and impetuous offi­
C'ers to the Confederate army; but love of 
the Union was warm in the hearts of many 
of its members, conspicuous among whom 
,,·ere the BrmYns, arn.1 Blairs, and Carring-
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tons, of the southern states, as well as the 
Porters, of the northern section. 

"Its members were generally Demo­
crah;, aud firm friends of Jefferson and 
Jackson. They formulated the 'Resolutions 
of H8.' rrhey were almost all Presbyte­
rians, and some of them violent controyer­
siaJists, who had measured pens, if not 
swords, with two of the most illustrious 
prelates of theii' Catholic countrymen­
~~rchbishop Hughes, of New York, and 
Bishop England, of South Carolina. 

''The_\- were generally persons of great 
talent and thoroughly educated: of large 
brain and magni.ficent physique. The men 
were braYe and gallant. and the women, 
accomplished and fascinating and incom­
parabl_\- beautiful. There was no aristoc­
ra(•_\- in America that did not eagerly open 
ib veins for the infusion of this Irish blood: 
and the families of Washington, and Ran­
dolph, and Patrick Henry, and Henr_\- Clay, 
and the Hamptons, Wickliffes, Mashalls, 
Peytons,Cabells,Crittendens and Ingersolls 
felt proud of their alliances with this noble 
Irish family. 

"'l~hey were governors, and senators, 
and members of Congress, and presidents 
of colleges, and eminent divines, and brave 
generals, from Virginia. Kentucky, Louis­
iana, Missouri, California, Ohio, New York, 
Indiana, and South Carolina. There were 
four governors of old Virginia. They were 
members of the cabinets of Jefferson, and 
'l'aylor, and Buchanan, and Lincoln. The:r 
had major-generals and brigadier-generals 
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h>· the dozen: memhers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives b>· the score; 
and gallant ofliC'ers in the arm>· and IHffy 

b>· the hun<1red. The>· furnished three of 
the reC'ent Demoeratic candidates for vice­
president of the United States. They fur­
nished to the Union arm>· General B. Gratz 
Brown. General Franc-is P. Blair. General 
Andre\', .J. ~·.\Jexancler, General Edward C. 
Carrington. General Thomas 'l'. Crittenden, 
Colonel Pt'ter A. POl'ter. Colonel John 11. 
Brown. and other gallant oftkers. To the 
southern arm>· they gave Major-General 
John C. BreL·ldnriL1ge. 11aj01·-Gene1·al v·n1-
liain Preston. General Hantlall Lee Gibson, 
r;enera1 John B. Flo~·d. General .T ohn B. 
Gra~·son. Colonel Rnhert J. Brel·kinridge. 
Colonel \r. C. P. Breekinridge. Colonel 
'William '\\'atts. Colonel Cai·y B1·eckinridge. 
Colonel '\Yilliam Prestoll .Johnston, aide to 
,Jefferson Davis. with other colonels, ma­
jors. captains. and surgeons. fifty of them 1 

at least the bravest of the brave, sixteen 
of them t1~·ing on the field of battle. and all 1 

of them. a]l(1 more than I l:an enumerate, 
c·hildren of this one frish emigrant from 
tlw (·otmt>· of Del'l'y. v,lwse relatfres are 
still p1·ominent in that part of Ireland, one 
of ,-..horn was ret·entl;'I· ma)·o1· of Belfast. 

"Tilt.' :-;on:,; of thi:-- family. in marriage 
allianl't:>S. sc·ldom looketl at a famil~· in 
whil'h tht'J'e was not a g<fferno1· or cabinet 
ottker: and the daughters seldom looked 
below a major-µ:enei·al or 1~nitetl Stah•s 
senatm·: an(1 f1·eqnentl>·· when the:· C'.OUlt1 
ti11(1 nothing to suit them in tht.· proudest 
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families of the land, they selected from 
their own stock, cousins and other relatives 
who were themselves or their children, 
destined to be members of Congress, sena­
tors of the United States, ministers pleni­
potentiary, vice-presidents, cabinet officers 
and presidents of colleges, judges. pulpit 
orators, editors, chancellors, orators, and 
statesmen. And it is worthy of repetition, 
that a daughter of this family, Miss 'l'a:·lor, 
married John B. Weller, member of Cou­
gress from Ohio, "Gnited States minister to 
l\1exico, United States senator and gm-ern­
or of California. Another daughter. Eliz­
abeth McDowell, married Senator Benton. 
of Missouri. Another daughter, Jessie 
Benton, married General John C. Fremont. 
and another daughter, Miss Letitia Breck­
inridge, married Peter B. Porter, a distin­
guished member of Congress from K e,Y 
York, a commissioner under the ''.Prea ty of 
Ghent,' major-general in chief of the troops 
of New York in the second war with Eng­
land, and was appointed b:· President 
Madison, but declined, as commander-in­
ehief of the United States army. And this 
daughter of the Irish Preston famil:·, to 
cap the climax of the vietories of her sis­
ters, took Niagara Falls as part of her 
marriage portion." 

In the same vein is an article entitled 
"A Proud Record,'' whieh appeared in the 
St. Louis Republi(', of September G. mm: 

"The death at DPtroit a few weeks :1.go 
of J m1ge Samuel Miller Bn:ckinridge of 

17 
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thii-; c-it:· has serYed to rec·all to the writer's 
mind some rec·olledions of the clistinguished 
family to wbil'h he belongt:•d. So remark­
able are the annals of this family and so 

1 dusel:· identiiier1 is it. nut onl:· with the 
hbto1·.'· of Missouri. but with that of the 
t·ountry at larµ:e. that it is thought it might 
not be uninte1·esting to your readers to 
trac-e the progress of one family in Americ·a 
from its emiµ:rntion till the present time. 

"The pater familias. or original emi­
p:1·ant, ·was John Preston. who is buried 
in Tinkling Sp1·ing: Cemeter:·• Augusta 
('()UJ1t_\·. Yirµ:inia. He was of English 
exil'al'tiun. hut Yvas born in Count:· Derr:·· 
Irelarn1. an<1 manied 11is:,,; Eliznheth Pat­
ton of ( 'onnt_\· Donegal. He had fiYe chil­
dren, of wh()rn tluee we1·e born in Ireland. 
The 1·ec·u1·<1s of ..:\.ugusta co1mty c·ontain 
the foll, nYinµ: ent1·.'·: 

·· '.John P1·esto11 at the ;\Ia:· term. li-!li. 
came into com·t and pra:·ed leaYe to proye 
his importation, whi<:11 ·was granted him. 
and tlwreupon he matle oath that at his 
own cbarµ:e he had imported himself, Eliza­
beth. bb \Yife. \Yilliam. his son. anrl Letitia 
arnl Ann. bis daughters, immediately from 
Ireland into this (•olony. and that this is 
the first time of proc-uring his said right, in 
or<1er to partakt· of his ~lajest.'··s bounty 
in taking up html. whi('h is onlerell to be 
C'erti1it·<1. · 

"'l'o show what a host of heroic· men 
arnl heautiful women ('.alne from this 
one emigrant. the honm·s the:', hel,t the 
intermarriages tlw:· matle, and tht' prnmi-
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nent influenr:2 exerted.,by them in ever~·· de­
partment of American society, I propose to 
g1·oup together a few of .J olm P1·eston ·s 
descendants under the heads, children: 
gran<ld1il<lren, great-grandchildren. and 
great-great-grandchildren. 

"HIS CHILDHEX. 

"William Preston married ~Iiss Susan­
na Smith. He was a membe1· of the 
Yirginia House of Burgesses. and die<1 
from a vrnuncl receiveJ at Guilford Court­
house. 

"'Letitia Preston married Col. Rohert 
Breckinridge of Y irginia. and after his 
Jeath emigrated to Kentucky. 

"~fargaret Preston manied Rev. John 
Bro-wn. a graduate of Princ-eton Collegt> 
and a prominent Presbyterian minister in 
Yirginia and Kentuc-k~-. 

"Ann Preston married Francis Smith 
of Virginia and went to Kentuc:ky. where 
one of her daughters married James Blair, 
Attorney-General of Kentucky and father 
of Francis P. Blair, Sr. 

"Mary Preston married John Ho\',·ard 
of Virginia, one of whose sons "·as a mem­
der of CongTess from Kentueky and Goy­
ernor of Missouri Territory. 

''HIS GRAKDCHILDREX. 

"John Breckinridge, a Senator in 
Congress and AttoPney-General in J effer­
son's Cabinet. 

"James Breckinridge. a membel' of 
Congress from Yirginia. 
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"Elizabeth Breckinridge married Col. 
Samuel Meredith, a nephew of Patrick 
Henry. 

"John Bro\Yll represented Kentucky in 
the Viq:6nia Legislature; was first (and 
twice elected) Senator of the United States 
from Kentucky, and married to the daugh­
ter of the ReY. John Mason. 

"James Brown, the first Secretary of 
State of Kentucky; many years United 
States Senator from Lm1isiana; married to 
the sister of ~1rs. Henry Clay. 

"John Preston, member of the Legis­
lature of Virginia, and many years 'l'reas­
urer of that State. 

"Francis Preston, a member of the 
Senate of Virginia. a Congressman from 
that State; a Brigadier-General in the war 
of 1S12: married to a daug·hter of General 
Wm. Campbell, the hero of King"s l\foun­
tain, and a niece of Patrick Henry. 

""'\Yilliam Preston, a Captain in Gen­
eral ·wayne's army. 

"James Patton Preston, a member of 
the Yirginia Senate, colonel in the United 
States army, and GoYernor of Virginia. 

·•Letitia Preston, married to John 
Floyd, GoYernor of Virginia, and mother 
of another Governor (James B. Floyd) of 
Yirginia. 

"'l'homas Lewis Preston, a mem her of 
the Virginia Legislature; a Major in the 
war of 1812: manied to a daughter of 
Edmund Rarn1o1ph, who was a member of 
the Constitutional Cn1wention of 17S7, and 
Attorney-General of the 'Cnited States. 
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"John Smith married the first white 
child born in Kentucky. 

"Margaret Howard, married to Robert 
Wickliffe of Kentucky. 

"Letitia Breckinridge, married to 
Peter B. Porter, of Niagara Falls, Secre­
tary of War in .John Quincy Adams' Cabi­
net, and a Major-General in the war of 
1812. 

"HIS GREAT GRANDCHILDREN". 

"Joseph Cabell Breckinridge of the 
Kentucky House of Representatives, and 
Secretary of State of Kentucky. 

"J obn Breckinridge, a professor in 
Princeton College, and married to a daugh­
ter of its president, Dr. ~Iiller. 

"Robert J. Breckinridge, a distin-. 
guished theologian and pulpit orator. 

"William L. Breckinridge, president of 
Danville College. 

"John B. Preston, many years a mem­
ber uf the Kentucky Legislature. 

"William C. Preston, president of the 
College of South Carolina, United States 
Senator from South Carolina, and among 
the foremost orators and statesmen of the 
United States. 

"John S. Preston, member of the 
South Carolina Legislatu1·e, Brigadier­
General in the Confederate army, married 
to a daughter of Major-Genernl Wade 
Hampton,Sr., then the wealthiest planter 
in the United States. 

"William Ballard Preston, member of 
Congress from Virginia, Secretary of the 
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Xan· in Presirlent Taylor's Cabinet. mem-.. .., , 

ber of the Confeclerate Senate,distinguished 
orator and lawye1·. 

'';\larg:a1·et B. Preston, married Gen­
eral \Yarle Hampton. Jr., Gcwernor of South 

, Carolina anc1 1.::-nitecl States Senator. 
'·Elizabeth ;\lcDmYell, manied to 

Thomas Hart Benton, the distinguished 
Senator from ;\Iissouri. 

'·James ;\1cDowell,memberof Congress 
and G0Yer1101' of Virginia. 

··Henrietta Preston. married Alhert 
Sidne_,. Johnston. the great General of the 
Confederate army. 

"\Yilliam Preston, member of Con­
gress from E:entnc:k~-, Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the ;\Iexican \Yar, United States Minis­
te1· to Spain, ;\Ia,ior-Genernl in the Con­
felle1·ate arm_,·. 

".Jnbn B. Flo~·l1. GoYernor of \,.irg-inia, 
Sec-retary of \Yar in Buc·hanan·s Cabinet, 
General in the Confederate army. 

"Xic..-kettie Fln~·d. married John W. 
Jc>hnston. Unitell States Senat01· from 
Yi1·gini,1. 

".John T. L. Preston, colont·l in the 
Confederate arm~-, professor at tbe Vir­
ginia ~1ilitary Institute. 

".F'ranc-is P. Blair. Sr., the Yeteran 
el1ilol' of l~enel'al J ac-k::wn 's organ. 

"Thomas F. l\1arshall, Congressman 
arnl eloc1uent orator of Kentu(._'ky. 

" . .\lexander K. ;\Lwshall, abn a mem -
ber of Co11g1·ess from Kentucky. 

"Agatha ;\Iarshall, married Chancellor 
Caleb Logan of Kentucky. 
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"Et1wan1 C. ~1arshall, memlJe1· of 
Congress from California. 

·•~Jary 'iY. Parker, married to Thomas 
L. Crittenuen, Sec-retary of State of Ken­
tucky. 

'•His two great-granddaughters (bot!1 
daughters of Franc·is Preston1, Susan S. 
und Sally Buc-hanan Preston. marriel1 their 
t,Yo com;ins. James :tkDowell and Juhn H. 
Floyc1. both Go,-ernors of Yirµ:inia. both 
members uf Congress, and one a Cabiuet 
~Iinister. 

"Lwelette Flo.nl maiTied Prof. Frel1-
el'ivk P. Holmes of the enin,rsity of Vir­
gmrn. 

HIS GI:EAT-GitL\T-Gf:AXDCHILDREX. 

"Peter A. Porter "·as colonel in tb e 
rnion ..:-\rm.r: and fell in tbe battle of Cuh1 
Ila1·bor. 

''John C. Breckinri(lge. memher of 
Ct111gress am1 Unitecl States Senator from 
Kentuek_'i-, Yic0-President of the cnitecl 
Statt>s, l\Ltjor-Gener·al anr1 Secretar5· of 
Y\'ar of the Confederate States. 

"SarnuE->l :'.\1i11er Breekinl'idge, a Icrn·yer 
arn1 judge of St. Louis, wbo:,;e rec'.ent death 
suggested these reminiscenc·es. 

"~fargaret :.I. Breekinrillge, deyoted 
tn lll1spital and other charitie:,; in the late 
war. 

"William C. P. Brec:kinr-idge, colonel 
in the Cunfederate arm\-. mal'l'iel1 a dmwh-- ~ 

ter of Remy Clay. 
"Benjamin Gratz Bro"·n, Senator in 

CongTess from 11issouri: canc1i(late fOl' 
Yi<"e-President witl1 Horace G1·celcy. 

21.S 
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"John Mason Brown, co1onel of cantl­
ry in the Union army and proruinl:'nt law­
yer of Louisville, Ky. 

"Edward Cabell Carrington, captain in 
Mexi('an War. member of Yirginia Legisla­
ture, Brigadier-General in the l;nion arn1~·. 

''William Campbell Preston Carringto11, 
a Confederate officer, who foll in battle at 
Raker"s Creek, near Yicksburg. 

''Susan Taylor, married John B. Wel­
ler. member of Congress from Ohio, United 
States Senator from California, Governor 
of California, l;nited States minister to 
iiexico. 

".Tessie Benton, married ~fajor-General 
John C. FremonL Republic-an candidate 
for President. 

"Sarah Benton. married Richard 'r. 
Jacob, Lieutenant-Governor of Kentucky. 

"Susan Y. Benton, married Baron 
Gauldree Boilleau, French 11inister to 
Peru. 

"Sally C. P. McDo\\·ell married Fran­
cis Thomas: Gm·ernor of 1'1aryland. 

".William Preston Johnston, Colonel in 
the Confederate army. c·onfidential aide to 
PresiJent DaYis, President Tulare Univer­
sity. 

''Randall Lee Gibson, Brigadier-Gen­
eral in the Confederate service, member of 
Congress from Louisiana. 

"Hart Gibson, member of the Ken­
tucky Legislature. 

"William Preston Gibson, member of 
the Louisiana Legismture. 
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''Six brothers of these Gibsons were 
distinguished officers in the Confederate 
army. Two of them, William Preston and 
Claude Gibson g,we up their li-.;es for the 
Confederate cause. 

"1fary ]\lassie, married John Hamp­
den Pleasants, the well-known Vi:rginia 
journalist, killed in a Juel by Thomas 
Ritchie in 1846. 

"Ann M. Lewis, married the cele­
bra,ted Yirginia lav,7er, John Howe Pey­
ton. 

":\fontgomery Blair, Postmaster-Gen­
eral in Lincoln's Cabinet. 

''James Blair, Jr., married a daughter 
of General Jessup, U. S. A. 

"Francis P. Blair, member of Congress 
and 'Cnited States Senator from Missouri, 
Major-General in the Union army, Demo­
cratic candidate for Vice-President. 

"Elizabeth Blair, married Admiral Lee 

1 

of the l;nit,ed States Navy. 
''Ellen Preston, married James W. 

Sheffey. 
"Marr Sheffey, married Prof. 1r. E. 

' Peters of the University of Virginia. 
"Mary P. Packer, married ':Cod Rob­

inson, Judge of the Supreme Comt of Cali­
fornia. 

"'l1 l10mas T. Crittenden, Bl'igadier­
' General United States Army and Go,·ernor 

of :Missouri. 

''LATER GENEHATIOKS. 

"I forbear to go into the descendants 
of later generations, but they are many 
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: and promising, and it is helie\·ed that they 
will sustain the charade1· of this great 
Ame1·ica11 famil.\· fm· bl'ains, br,ffer)· and 
beaut:···: ''RlC'HELIEC'." 
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THE 

PRESTON FAMILY 
IN 

VIRGINIA. 

xx . 

.. \X -CXCOXXECTED BHAXCH. 

1\'(:' ha;•;e 110\Y to tnH·e a li11e of the 
Preston family whieh i:,; dire('.tl)- (•onnec-tel1 

, with the Preston:,; of "\'irginia, whic-h is, in 
fac-t. a "\'irginia famil)-; but ,,hose exac-t 
relationship to the descendants of Arc·hi­
bal(l Preston. or of the emigrant. John 
Preston. the most persistent efforts ha--.-e 
as yet been unable to determine. It will 
he rememhered by the stw1t•nt of this 
memorial that in the opening of his acldl't'ss. 
the Hon. '\Yilliam E. Robiuson sa~-:,; of .T ohn 
Prestrn1. the emigTant. that ··uthei·s of his 
famil)-, c·ousins or nephe,,s. prohahl~-. c·ame 
with him. or soon after his arriYal. a:,; we 
fi]l(1 that his granck•bi1<1. ).farg-aret Brnwn 
Pl'eston. married a distant relati,e. son of 
Holwrt P1·!:':,;to!l. ·• 
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A number of i:o:-age;; ·were made to 
and from the mother eountn-, and it was 
011 ly in keepin,L!· ·with the c-ohesi ,-enes;; of 
the Prvstnns that sonw of the different and 
;;e·n:>ral branches of the famil~· ;;hould c·ome 
oyer arnl east their lots "·ith their kinsman 
in the ne,Y world. The family whose gener­
ations we are about to follcnY has ,;o per­
sistently lwl<l to the odd name of Bowker, 
that nne is le(1 instinc-tii:ely tn ask if it 
is nut in sume way related to the ol(1 
Coc·ki-:Tham ln-.m(·h of the Preston famil.Y, a 
memhPr of wllic·h. Ruhert Pn•ston, ho1·11 
~fay :?~J, 171:L manied ~larg:aret Bouker, 
ISc·e Irnkx Xo. 11:?. p. 31. 1 

Bllt this is c-onjeeture and ma~· safel.,· 
lw ldt to tlw c•oming µ'l'l1Pa1oµ:ist of the 

fami1~· for settleml•nt. 
Uur l>l't'SL'll t (_•OJH'fl'll is ,Yith 

FIR~T GEXERATIOX 

PHILIP PnESTO~, 

who \Yas 1;1·01ia11l.Y Lm·n ahout 1715,:i.n<l who. 
upon 1·eavhing Yirµ:inia. made his ,ya~· sonw 
sei:e11t.,- milt's southwest from where his 
illustrious relatii:e. ,John Preston, settled. 
am1 tlwre. 011 the smith side of Bedford 
eount:·· \Yhere it fl(1joins Franklin count~-. 
huilt a lwnw. ( )f his issllt' WE' know onl:-· 

SECOXD GEXERATIOX 

\Yh() \\';h h()rn al)()ut 17-W. arnl whn ma1Ti<c·l1 
;\] ,n~~. 1 lis l:ist_ \Yill a 11(1 testament hear:-; 

RrF, Ku 



SEl'OXD GE:NEHATIOX. 
l1'VEX Xu. 

' the date of July :?9, 1797, and reads as fol­
lmYs: 

··In the name of God, Amen. I. Thomas 
Preston. heing in perfed health, thanks he 
to God for it, <lo make this my last will arnl 
testament, as follmYeth, to wit: I giYe, 

i leaYe and bec1ueath unto m:- eh1est son, 
Stephen. 150 aeres of land joining ,vm. 
T1·iµ:gshin, with all the irnplements:ancl one 
ne_!..!T<> ho:· ealleL1 Jaek. I giYe, leaYe and 
h2quea th to m:· son, Joel, -1.:i-1 ac-l'es of land 
on ~taunton ri\'er, that he now liYes on, 
also one neg-ro boy called Ben. I also g-fre, 
leaYe and bequeath my daughte1· Susanna. 
instea(1 of land, one negro woman calle(1 
Clo a])(1 one neµyo ealled Ccl:'s:n. I alsn 
;.!.'in·. lean· arn1 bequeath unhi 111:-· son. 
Thomas. a tl'ad of land l)Pt\yeen Tarnlam 
B1·;rnL·h arn1 ILwoon Branch tot he Cat-taj} 

' B1·a1wh. also one negTo ho:· callell 'ron:·· 
~-\lso. I gi,·e, lea Ye and bequeath unto ri-1:· 

son, .T olrn. a trad of land lying behYeen the 
Cat-tail Braneh and John Pollartl\; line. 
also. one neg-ro girl C'alle<l Rholl:·: and the 
remaining part of the land where I nmy 
liYe. unto m:· dear a.ml loYing wife. during 
her wiclo,"110()(1 arnl no longer, abo neµ:nies 
c-allecl Plwel>e, Sid and James. together 
with all h01·ses. C'attle, sheep, hngs. and 
lwusi:->hol(1 furnitm·e. during her widowhuo(1 
arnl 110 longer. I g-aYe my sou John £10 ir, 
vash instea-1 of strwk at his marriage. arn1, 
if m:-· son Thomas 01· Is,utL' die without h\Y-

i fnl heir,;;, tlwi1· part of land arn1 neg1·ol•s is 
tri h,, equal!.,· clidlleJ between 111:' tht•n 

, liYinµ: d1illlre11. ::-.I:' "·ill and desire isthaton 
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the da:· of marriage of either of my younger 
scms, 'l'hnmas or Isaal', or all of them, they 
shall ha Ye as much stock and household fur­
niture paid them before an:· diYision is made, 
a:,; those ah·ea(ly married: ·also, m:· ,cvill and 
desire is that m:· :·ounµ:est son, Isaac·, after 
m.,· ,cvife ·s t1ec·ease.shall ha Ye arn1 possess the 
phH·e where I now liYe. \Yith all of tl1e land 
between the Ric·e-Hill Branc-11 and Rac·oon 
Brand1. also one ne~To ~rid calle(l :'.\Iar:·· 

:'.\ly d1~sire is tlrnt the negrn woman 
valle<l Phoebe. shall be free after my vdfe's 
deePase: and. lastl:·· I do appoint Stephen 
:111(1 Isa al' 111,,· exe(•utrn·s. aml my wife. :\J ai·y, 
rn:· exec-11trix of this m:· last \Yill and tes­
tament. \Yhit·h I (_•han.(·P them to do the best 
the.,· (·an that all ma:· lun·e their equal 
parts in m:· persunal estate after my just 
(lL,l>ts haYl' l,pen paitl. 

",\s wit11t·ss my hantl. this :?\Ith July. 
li\li. 

THO;,JAS PHESTOK .•. 

Thom:is P1·esto11. h:· his \Yife ~Iary. as 
\Ye hen,· lem·n. ha<l issue. 

Steplll'n P1·('stnn. \Yho was born alJout 
l 11iO. in Yi1·µ:inia. arnl was fom· times 
maniecl. His first "·ife was Dosha 
Smith arn1 his set·u1H1. Elizabeth Pul­
le11. hut tlw names of tlw other two 
an' not p:iYf:'11. Tlw two named. 
howt•n·r.an, tht> only ones who hore 
him l'hihh·e1J. 

-1 ll .Jol'l Preston. 

5 iii Susanna P1·esto11. 

REF. No. 
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ti ff Thomas Preston. 
7 Y .John Preston. 
8 

\l 

10 

Yl IsaaL· Preston. whc, was born ).lan·h 
20, J 781. and who married Sarah 
Hurt. on September 2;1, 1800. She 
\Yas tht' daughter of Elisha Hurt 
and 1Iilc1red Stratton Hurt. and vrns 
uorn 011 1fay 20, 1782:i. 

TIIIHD GEXERATIOX 

STEPHE:\' PRESTO::\'. 

the e1<1est chilrl of '.rhomas and ).Jary. v,-as 
horn a bout 17HO.in Bec1fnn1 L·tnmty. Yit'ginia. 
He manit'l1 ihst. Doslia Smith. ai1t1. sec·nnt1. 
Elizaht·tli Pullen. by huth of ,'1110111 he h;ul 
isslw. He aftt'nYarth m,nTie<l t\yn othei· 
'\YiYes. 1 mt t lwii· nanws Hl't' no:. men ti< ,iwd. 
1w1· di<l the~- l>t',11' him an:· <:hilt1ren. Ht' 

, haJ iss':.h' h:· D,)sha Smith as follows: 
Buwkt•l' Pl't'stnn, \Yhn ·was born in 

178)--1-. He manie<1 Catheriiw Hnnk, 
tlH_' daughtei· nf .John Hook. of Be<1-
ford c·ount:·· Yir,L!°inia. and dieJ nn 
Dec·emher :?ii. lK;Ji. 

11 11 'l'hmnas Preston. who 111aJTie<1 Susan 
Ci·ensliaw. remoYetl tn Rankin c·oun-
ty. Mississippi. a1H1 dit•d DPL·emhe1· 
:?:\, 1857. without isSU\c'. The obit­
uary notiL·e published in a loc-al 
papp1• at the time uf his <lea th, af­
fo1·ds us information of him as fol­
l<rws: 

"Departe<l this lift'~ on the 2:1<1 of 
Dec·embe1\ 18.:i7, at his residen<·e in 
Rankin c-ounty. l\Iiss., Captain 

REL :!\'o. 
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Thomas Preston.in the sixty-eighth ! 

:·e~ll' of his age. 

"The subjec-t of this humble trib­
ute ·was a natfre of Bedford count:·, 
Ya .. ·where he residet1 until the :·ear 
18,50, w he 11 he remm·ed to theSouth. iu ' 
quest of a more eongeuial and :,,;unuy 
dime. He sen·ed his nati-;e (•ount_,­
in ,;ariuus ofli<:es of hiµ:h trust and 
1·esponsihilities. rep1·esenting· its 
peoplt' in the Leµ:islatm·e of 
the ~tate. in the purer days of the ' 
Ht'puhliv. ·when honest:·· eapa(_•it:· 
and a loft~· patriotism were the 
tests of men ·s fitness for oflke. For 
many :-eai·s ht' adc,d as a .Tustic-e 
of the Peaee: and ·when vrnr ,Yas 
dec·lan•(11>ebn_0 en the lTnitecl States , 
a1H1 Great 131-itain. as an offic·er and 
a snl(1ie1·. he repain_,(1 \Yith alac-rity 
to the seat of ,-.;ar, and ser,;ed hb 
countr:· faitJifull:· throughout his 
entin_' term. 

'•1\'hen a man so ,;irtuous. so 
good. passe:,; away from earth. it is 
fitting and proper that we should 
sa~· something more than the bare 
annnunc·eme11t of his death, as it 
ma:· he 1n·oduc·ti-;e of some prac-tic-al 
good to ·throw a fim,;er upon his 
tomh.' It may in(•ite the lidng- to 
follrl\Y so pm·e an example. and 
soothe the anguish of his heart­
stri(•ken widow. and numerous 
relati\·es aJH1 friends who have so 
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sucl(lenl>- and unexpec·tedly been 
called upon to lament his death. 

We mean no. eulogy to the dead 
when ·we sa>- that a nobler and purer 
spirit nei;er passed from eai·th to 
heai;en. ,Ye feel that ,.._-e sha11 be 
sustained h:- the testimony of a11 , 
who had the pleasure of his a<:­
quaintanc·e. in sa>-inp: that he was a 1 

nrnn of rare ,-irtues a]l(l unc•ommon 
merit. which adorned all(.1 shed slH·h 
a lusfre upon his character. nrnl 
entlea1·ed him to so man,- wai·m anc1 
denlted friends. Sc-rupulonsl:- hon­
est and eonscientious, he eoull1 hold 
no c·ompanionship with iniquit:-.and 
batetl meanness with all .,_ he inten­
sit>- of hi:-; nature. "'ith a cfo;posi­
tion :,;jngularl7-- generous and ('Ul1- ' 

fitling. his heart was ei;er open and 
responsfre to the calls of humanit:i,-. 

:X one ei;er calletl upon him f01· ac·ts i 
of kindness. whic-h were in his po,n:'r : 
to l>estow. that were not granted. 
he ,.._-as kind an(1 generous to his 
neighhors arnl friends. and c-har­
ita hle to the poor. .As a husband. he 
was doting anJ affec-tionate: as a 1 

master. humane and kind. eYen to a 
fault. But he is DO\Y no more. 
°\Yhile in the enjo>~ment of his usual 
health, he has been suddenly c-ut 
down, and his soul hurried into the 
immediate presenc-e of his God. 
'l'rul:i,-. 'in the midst of life we are in 
death.• 

25;"5 



25G 

14 

PRESTOXS IX YI11GIN1A. 
REF. No. 

''But ·we mourn not as those 
without hope: w·e deriYe consolation 
from the fact that he possessed and i 
pradive(1 in an eminent degree, all 
the higher Christian virtues, that 
he wore his annor bright, and had 
his lamp always trimmed and burn­
ing. arn1 that while the fatal shaft 
was aimed and the deadly blm, 
strm·k. 1the onl:,· ·warning giveu, 'I he 
was found uot unprepared, but 'also 
read:,·.··· p-::--:.c* 

111 John Preston. who \Yas born ahout 
17\•l. in Bedford (·<nmt:,·. Yirginia, 
was twic·e maniecl: first, to :Miss 
Xdrns. arn1. tsecom1. to 11artha B. 
Earl>·· tlw daughter of Joshua 
Early. arn1 the mPee of Bishop 
.John Earl:,·. In 18:-\4, he re­
nwved from Beclfor(1 C'.Ount:,·. Yir­
ginia. to Tennessee, where he 
est a hlisbe(l himself on a fa rm some 
t\Yent:,·-st'Yen miles out from Xash­
ville.and it,Yasthen,·he diedin)8;:i-!. 

ff Dosha Preston. who \Yas born a bout 
17\1:\, in Bedford c-ount:,·, Yirginia, 
manied .\T1·. Key. 

v ;.la1;:,. Elizaheth Preston. \Yho marrie(1 
"\Yilliam II mt. the tso11 of Elisha and 
~1ild1·ed Hurt. of Bedford county. 
Yirginia. 

'l'hey had issue, ten children, as 
follows: - (1) ~Llrgaret E.; - (21 

;.Iilclrn1 ;-(:{) Stephen C. :-(4) Ann 
Bowker;-(5) Eleanor Catherine;-
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(61 11alinda Key ;-(7) Susan L. ;-(81 
William P. :-(91 Sarah;-(101 Pleas­
ant Christopher, who married, Feb­
ruary 24, 1870, ComP,lia W oo<lroof, 
and died at Bedford City, Yirginia, 
June 7, 1897,-issue, 

1. \Yilliam Preston Hurt, born 
April 2-1, 1871. 

2. ::\far5· Eleanor Hurt. born June 
25. 1873. 

3. Walter C. Hurt, born Septem­
ber 24, 1875. 

4. Lena Frances Hurt, bo1·n Feb­
ruary 15. 1877. 

o. John \Yinston Hurt, born 
February G. 1S7fl. 

Among those to vdrnm thanks are par-., 
ticularl.Y due for the genealn,gi(•al informa­
tion eontained in this work, an' ::\Iiss ~lar.,· 
Eleanm· IJmt and William Preston Hurt, 
here mentionecl. 

Stephen Preston h,u1 issue by his see-
01H1 wife. E1izalieth Pullen. as follows: 

Yl Stephen Preston. who was born Oc-to­
he1· 15. 17H-1-5. mH1 dietl on 1\fareh 1 

22. 181)-±. He married Fra 1wes Tum­
er on Februar5· 1. is:-a. She ·was 
bom on .June 27, 1810. 

Yll Christnpher Preston. who was hnrn 
on l\1an·h 31. 17~ll5. maiTih1 l\lartha 
::\Iikhell Cla5·tor.an<1 died on X oYem-
ber 2. 1872. She was born in ] 804. 

Ylll Pleasant Preston, who was born on 
11a5· 20. 1su:j, manied in July, 18:tJ. 
Annis E. DaYis, the daughter of 

51 
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Thomas DaYis. and died on Odober 
21. 18~11. 

18 1x .T oel Prt>stnn. 

l\l x l\Iargaret Preston. ,,\'Jin man·iel1 John 

21 

Stratton. hut had no issue. 

the son of Thomas arnl i\lar:· Prestrm. was 
horn on i\fan·h 20. 178]. and maniell Sarah 
Hurt on ~ eptcrn 1 ,t>r :!:5. 1800. :She was the 

i cl a ughte1· of Elisha II mt arnl ".\lihh·ell 
Stratton. arnl \Ya:-; horn on ),fa:· 20. 17;-;5_ 
They ha<l issrn_•. a11 horn in Bt"<lfol'(l c:ounty. 
Yiq.tinia. ns follow:-;: 

:\Jost>s Hm·t Pr<•st< ,n. \Yho '\Y:ls h01·n 
on i\Ia:· :.?:\. 1;:-;u.). manied Elizabeth 
T:Tt't'. at L:·1whl ,m) . .!'. Yi1·µ-inia. on 
Sl!ptemh<·1· 1;-;. 1~7. a)](l died on 
DeL·eml,e1· \I. };:-.,.\). in Ri<·l111101Hl. 

ii '\Yilliam B:-rd P1·eston. \Yh<, was horn 
on }'\,1Jruar:· :21, 1:308. married Ma­
tilda :'.\ elms. on D<·vemher :2:2. 18~n. 
:mt1 <lied on Jul:· 2\1. rn,:t His "·ife 
sunfrecl him till Odolwr :--1. 1877. 

111 Elisha Hurt Pr!:'ston. whn \Yas horn 
on .Tamwry :27. 1810. manied on 
:'.\oyemht"l' 20. 1s:n. ..:\rahe11:i .T. 
'\Yhitt!:'n.anrl <lit><l in BPllfun1 l'< ,m1t~·. 
Yirµ:inia. on February 2:2. 1848. 

iY 'l'homas .T efferson Preston. ,"110 ,Ya:-; 
horn on ( )(-tolwr 21. 181::?. married 
on .April ::?\1. 1;-;-1:0. ".\hs. Alil't~ J. 
Ha1·n·y. 1,u lfayden. hut hall no 
lSSllt'. 

REF. No. 
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25 y OliYer Perr.', Pl'eston, who ,yas born 
on Jul:;· 2G, 181-t died unmarried un 
February 8. 18~t3. 

26 Yi Isaa<: Xew·ton Preston, \Yho \Yas 1,orn !l:3 

2:3 

29 

on August :28, lSHi, married. first, 
11 ar:· ~.\nn Lesiem\ of Ala 1Jama. on 
Decemher 2,3, 18-t?. and. sec·nlll1. 
:Miss Yates, of >fassac·husetts. 

,·11 >1ildrec1 Jane Preston. \\·ho ,-.;-as born 
on 0C"tobe1· 23. 1:311'l. marriell Charles 
.::'\elms, on ~cwemhe1· 4. 18:\.::i. and 
remoYed ,Yith him to Salem. Ala­
bama. ,,,-here the:· rabel1 a largL' 
famil:-;·. no rec·ord of vd1il·h.hm,en•1·. 
has been Sl'em·e,1. 

n11 .John ~tr:1tto11 Preston. who ,...-as horn 
on Oc·toher 27. 1820.maniell in Bell­
ford c·mmt:·• Yirginia. on X 0Yeml>e1: 
2.3. 18-±li, Elizaheth S. \Yitt. 

1x Joel Leftwich Pn•stnn. who was horn 
on FelJ. 18. 1824, manied on >lan·h 

11, 1840. in Be<lfonl 0ount~-. Yirgin-
ia, :'.\lar:-;· E. Robertson. nnc1 diecl in 
Ric·hmond. Yinrinia, on De<:emh<:.•r 
7. lS~lS. 

x Sarah Theresa Preston.who was born 
on Februar:-;· 5. 18:?S. 

x1 Stephen Pleasant Preston, \\·ho \Yas 
born on April 21. 1830. marriel1 _:\.Jm 
Hold. and reared a lar~te family in 
Bedfon1 C'ount:-;·. Yirginia. Xo re­
eon1 has heen furnished of this fa m­
il:-;·. 

JO:? 
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BcnYETH p ra:sTOX, 

The olt1est d1ild of Stephen Preston _ 
and Dt)sh:1 Smith. ,ya:,; horn in 17tH--!, mar­
l'l(~d Catherine Hool,;:. the d;rnghtel' of John 
Ilnok. aud t1it.•d 011 Deeernhe1· :?Ii. l;-,51. They 
hatl issue. 

Willimn B<i\\-kfl' Pl'eston. who die<l un­
lll,llTie{l at tlw ,lg'l' of t \YE'nt:-,·-four 
;:ears. 

:;-! 11 Elizahcth l1,1ok P1·eston. ,-drn mmTie(1 
ill Oetoht'l'. l;,,:J:.?. :-.fatthew B. Xow­
lin, anl1 dii:>(1 in 1~7:.?. The~· had 
eiglit vhildl't'll :-1 J, .fanH:s l:knd,:e1·. 
died 1!100 :--1:.? 1 Cat herint'. 1m11ui nied. 
]iYing :1t L:nwhlnll'g. Yi1·µ:inia :--(~i) 

:.Iarg-aret D.: 1-:l-1 ElizalH:th F .. mar-
1·iP(l William Stratton in 18n:.?:-1;31 
William S .. die'1 in li:'ldH:-1t>1 Bryant 
H. i1 ,folm D .. killPd in the Cnn­
frderate a1·my. in J;,,li:.?.-18_1 :.\I. 
Su;.;an. dieil in lS1jJ. 

;~.) 111 ~laI),ta1·et Preston, ,Yl10 111arripJ .Joh11 
T. Dayis in lX:~±. and (li( .. ,1 in 185:\. 
Hewn;-; a nw1·,·J1a11t in L,nH•llhm·g. 
Yfrµ:inia. Tht•y ha (l ~ix d1ildren :­
(fl Catherine H. ;- (:.?1 )lary E. :-\m 

JO 
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Annis B.; -( 4) Thomas B. :-(5)M ar­
garet P. ;-(6l Susan Ellen. 

ff Dosha Preston, v,ho was born in 
Februar~-. 181 L married in Septem­
ber, 1s:J5, Peter D. Holland, and 
diet1 in May. 1880. He ·was born on 
December 30, 1803. and diet1 on 
11ay 5. 1885. 'They had three c·hil­
dren:-(1) 11ary:-(2) William Pres­
ton, born September 2:-t 1836, mar­
ried Sally Hale:-1_:31 Thomas Bow­
ker. born .Jul)- 8. 18-10. Captain of 
Company D.,27th \·irµ:inia Confede1·­
ate CaYalr)·, ,-..,oundPt1 in an adion. 
,Yith Sheridan ·s ean1lr)·. near Ric·h­
mornl. Yirginia, :.Ia~- 12, 186-1. died 
June lG. lSfi-1. 

JOHX Pn.ESTOX, 

the third c·hild of Stephen Prestnn am1 D()­
sba Smith. -was born in Betlfonl c·mmty. 
Yir1,tinia. He was twic·e married. first. to 
1Iiss ?\elms. and, secom1. to 11artha B. 
Earl.Y. the daughter of .T oshua E,ll'l)· and 
niec-e of Bishop John Earl)·, tlH:.· Yirµ:inia 
diYine. In 18:~-1. 1fr. Preston 1·emon•d from 
his natiYe State. into TennesseP, v,here he 
settlt•(1 on a farm some t went~·-seYen miles 
out from Xaslwille. He hacl issue b)· his 
ffrst ,Yife. ":.liss X elms. 

i Charles Preston. who diecl young. 

By hb i'ieen1H1 wifo. Martha B. Early. 
'.\fr. Prest()n had t" eln:> ehil<lren. as fol­
lmYs: 

ii Samuel Preston. "·ho <1ie(l Ymmn·. 
• <"' 

2Gl 
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. iii ::\fartha Earl>· Preston. vd10 married 
~.\lmer E. Christian. of Bedford 
count>·· Yirginia, and had t\n> c-l1il­
dren. 

n- 'iYilliam Bookt'l' P1·eston. who enlisted 
with ffre of his brothers in tbe Con­
federate serYiee. vdwn t11e Cfril War 
commenc·ed. bevanw a captain, and 
was killed in ac·tion. 

1; Stephen Smith Preston, who 1.Yas also 
a c-aptain in the Confetlerate sP1Tit-e. 
He was (·liairrnan of the count)· (·ourt 
of 'iYib()n c-ounty. an(1 represen­
tatiYe in tht> 'l'ennesst'e Leg­
islatm·t· from that c·mmt.,·. for 
!-•Wn:>ral )·e,11•.-; pre,·inu,.; to his re­
ll1<>Ya 1 tn ::\lemphis. w he1·e lw now 1 

rt>si(le,.;. Ht' manied Ann ::\1.Et>;'i·es. 
of .. \1lL'l'(11°en. ::\1issis:-;ippi. on .Janu­
ary I:?. 1~.3::. 

,·i ::\far~ta1·t't Eal'l.,· P1·eston. who mar­
rit'd .Tames Coskere>·· antl hacl issue. 
three daughters. 

yjj Dosha I~t-Y Pl'eston. ,dw married . . 
Danit>l Du Bose. arn1 bad but one 
ehild. who died young. Her husband 
was kill eel m the Confederate ser­
Yic·e. during the CiYil 'iYa r. 

-1:;3 n11 'l'homa:-; Pleasant Preston. \Y]10 was 
a c·aptaill rn tlw Conft,de1·att0 ai·my. 
lost his lift' 111 h:ittle. in lKfiJ. He 
mal'l'ie<l :m•1 lrn<l issnv. thn·e µ:il'ls. 

41; 1x A1·11nYilla P1·eston. ,Y110 <1i,,(1 young. 

x .John Clt>11ll"lli Prestnn. who was an 
oflh·c1· in tlw Conft>dt'rate army. dllr· 

114 
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ing the Cfril \\Tar. b 110,Y a pros­
perou:,; farmer in Texas. He mar­
ried and has hacl se,·en ehildren. 

x1 Joshua Earl Preston, ,yho is a promi­
nent attorney-at-law, at K,n-asota. 
Texa:s, mal'l'iecl. and has issue. He 
wa:-,; also an offieer in the Confed­
erate :service. 

xii James Steptoe Preston. who also 
sen·ed in the c·ause of the South. 1 

during the CiYil \\' ar, was kille<1 iu 
aetion. He wa:,; unmarried. 

x111 Franee:,; Early Preston. 

STEPHEX PnEsTox. 

the eh1e:st chil(1 of Stephen Preston arn1 
Elizabeth Pullen. wa:,; born on ( k·tolw1· lt,. 
1rn-t married on F'ehruar~- 1. 1s:31. Frnm•fl.s 
Turner. She wa:,; bo1·11 on Jmw :2i. 1810. 
The~- hac1 issue. all born in F1·,mklin c·oun­
t~-. Yirp:inia, as follo-w:,;: 

13G 
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5:2 i Bowker Preston,whu marrie<l Isabella 

51i 

Arrington; 
11 Christopher Preston. who marrietl 

Yietoria Barnard. 
111 :.\Jar~- Pre:ston, vi"lw ma1Tied Thomas 

~1u1-,e. 
n- Charlotte Pre:ston. vd10 marriecl \Yil­

liain C. Be11110tt. 
The~- had eight c·hi1c1ren in all. 1 mt the 

other:,; are not named. 

CHIUSTOPHErt PnE:STO::'\. 

the seeond c·hi1c1 of 8tephen P1·eston and 
Elizabeth Pullen. ,Yas born on :o.Jal'(•h :n. 
1 iHl), manit>d ::\lartha ::\Iitd1ell Cla~·tor, 

lti 
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the <laughter of Samuel C1a~-tor. and 
11artha ::\1ikhe11 and died on X 0 1:ern her:?, 
187:?. ~lartha ::\lite-hell Cla~-tor was lw1·11 
in 180-L Tlwy hat1 issue. eight c·hilch·en. all 
born in Bedfon1 c·ount,L Yirg:inia. as follows: 

1 Samuel Stephen P1·esto11. who was 
born on Septemhe1· :20, ] 8:2;"i, manied 
Xannie E. ::\kCr.rn- on September 
:?5. 18ti:?. ancl died. (k·toher 31. HKin. 

11 James ::\Jitc·hell Pret-:iton, who ·was 
horn on ::\Ia~- G. 18:?8. arnl died nn 
~Ia~- 4. 1841. 

ll1 'William Bm,·ker Preston. \Yho was 
born on Xo.-emher :?-t 18:W. manied. , 
first. on Fe ln·uary :?-:L 183::·t lLnriet 
Ann That(•ht·r. a]l(l. se(•Ontl. Bt>rtha 
..:\JJ(ll:•1·:,;on, who was bo1·n on July 5, 
18-1\1. and ·who di(_•d on October 
4. J8i,\J. Hm·1·it>t .Ann Thatt-lier 
"·as h01·n on Ft>hru:11·.,- 11. h,:w. [See 
Mr. Preston\; hiog:1·aph:· at the 
('lose of this \York.] 

n- ::\Ia rt ha Eliza ht•th P1·eston. who now 
li,·es at Hhlge,Yay. Colorado, mai·-
1·iet1 Hobe1·t S. Farmer, and had 
is:-sue, as follnws:-<11 Eleanor Eliza­
beth1 who manied Lee Holdren:­
t:?1 Janw:'i Robert, also marriecl:-
1 ;~ 1 Thomas Pleas,rnt, married ~lar:~ , 
Crooksl< ► ll. 

, .. Franc·es ::\Iarg-aret P1·eston. who wa:,;; 
horn on August Ii. lK:',;'">. marri~·d 011 

~-\pril (i~ Jt,;n-:L ~fr. ::\1a1·kham, and 
1·esides in Ste,-..-artYilh:•. \~irginia. 
~he ha:-- had i,,;ix (·hik1rt>n:-11) ::\lal-

145 
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ton. born October 21, 1866:-(2) 
Samuel P., born May 4, 1868;-(3! 
Elizabeth L., born May 21, 1870, 
married, and lidng at Vinton, 
Yirginia;-(4J Christopher S., born 
February 6, 1872, married.and living 
m Pennsylvania,-issue, one son, 
William;-(5) Thomas Pleasant,born 
April 13, 1874:-(6) Edgar Herbert, 
born September 27, 1877. 

Yl John Christopher Preston, who v.as 
born on April 7, 1838, married on 
March 24, 1870, Matilda Carr. They 
had issue, one son, Samuel Preston, 
born on June 15, 1871, who married 
on ~fay 31, 1900, Bessie L. Care­
sond. 

Yll Alfred Norman Preston, who ,•,as born 
Feb. 27, 184:1, was killed m ac-tion 
during the CiYil War on Sept. G, 
1862. He enlisted on the side of 
the South, and was unmarried. 

v1n Annis Adeline Preston, who was born 
on May 20, 1844, married James 
Chantrill. Like her brother, Wil­
liam Bowker Preston, she became a 
member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and re­
sides in Newton,CacheCo., Utah. She 
has three children :-l l)Lois Preston, 
born on July 3, 1877, married on 
March 7, 1900, Walter Seamon ;-(2) 
James, born on March 6, 1881 :-(3) 
"William, born on July 2, 1882. 

G5 PLEASANT PRESTOS, 

the third child of Stephen Preston and 

2:2 
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Elizabeth Pullen, was born on 1fay 20, 
1803, married in .July, 1833, Annis E. Davis, 
the <laughter of Thomas D,wis, and <lied on 
~..\pl'il 2i{, 1856. She <lied on October 21, 
1891. They had se-.;en children, as fol­
lows: 

i Samuel DaYis Preston, who was born 
on July 20, 1834, married Texie G. 
Saunders, and diec1 on April 15, 
1888. 

11 Thomas Stephen Preston, who was 
born August 15, 1840. He is an 
attorney-at-la\\· m Lynchburg\ Vir­
ginia. 

111 Pleasant PJ'eston, Jr., who ·was born 
on February 14, 1843, now dead. 

ff Havhel ElizalJeth Preston, who wa:-; 
horn on ~..\pril :1. 1841\, and diet1 011, 

.Tuh- ~)u. rn~12. 
y Zalinc1a L:·nch Preston, who vrns born 

on Dec:emher 20, 1848, and died on 
August 23. 1852. 

YI John Bowker Preston. who was born 
on Deeemher 30. 1851. maniec1 
Juliette C. Hilhurn. on July 7. 
mm. arn1 liH-'S 111 Bowling GreeIL i 

Kentm·k:·· 
-.;11 George ).J it·ajah Preston. \Yho was 

born on ~..\ pril 24, 185li, 1s now a 
pral'tit·in;.l" physi<:ian i11 L:·nchl1urg. 
Yir,!tinia. 

1IosEs llna PHESTOX, 

the first ehilcl of Isaae Preston and Sarah 
Hurt. ,vas hmn on ?-.Li:· 2:\, 180;'), all(l mar­
rietl Eliza beth Ty1·et0

• of L:·nchburg, Yir-

15\1 

Hi7 
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FOURTH GENERATION. 

gmia, on September 8, 1827. He died in 
Ricl1mond, Virginia, on December 0, 1855. 
They had ten children, all born in Rich­
mond, Virginia, as follows: 

74 I Richard Preston, who married Martha 
Slater. 

7:S 11 Andrew Preston, who married Laura 

76 

77 

78 

7H 

80 
81 

82 

83 

8--! 

llI 

IY 

..... 

VI 

vii 
Vlll 

Fitzhugh, of Charleston, West --Vir­
ginia. 

Samuel Preston, who married Miss 
Muse, of Richmond, Virginia. 

William Isaac Preston, ·who married 
l\fo,s Sterling, of Kentucky. 

Ellen Preston, who married Lee ~fal­
lory, of New Orleans. Louisiana. 
and had one child, Da·dd. 

Mildred Preston, who married l\fr. 
Kimbrough, of Arkansas. 

Sarah Preston. 
Elizabeth Preston, who married :\ir. 

Finley, and had a large family, not 
named. 

Ix Portiaux Preston, who married Sarah 
\Vade, of Halifax count)·, Virginia, 
and had one son, Dean Charles. 

x Charles Francis Preston. 

WILLIA~! BYRD PRESTOX, 

the second child of Isaac· Preston and Sarah 
Hurt, was born on February 21, 1808, mar­
ried on December 22, 1831, Matilda Xelms, 
and died on July 2~\ 1873. She died on 
Odober ~1, 1877. They had four children, 
all born in Roanoke count)·, Virginia, as 
follows: 
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i Sarah Elizabeth Preston, who was 
born on October 7, 1832, and died 
on January 18, 188-1. 

ii Charles Isaac Preston. who was born 
on January 25, 1834, married on 
October 21. 18.57.1\:Tary P. Persinger, 
and died on Feliruary, 15, 18H4. 

m l\1oses Perry Preston, who was born 
on January 26. 1837, married Lucy 
E. Campbell, on September 26, 1860, 
and died at Bonifay. Florida, on 
March 12, 1898. It is to the efforts 
of Lucy E. Campbell Preston and 
of her daughter, Lucy Matilda 
Preston. that the completeness of 
the family record of Isaac Preston 
and Sarah Hurt, here presented, is 
in great measure due. 

lY William Henry Preston. who was born 
on October 20, 1847, and died on 
October 24, 1847. 

ELISHA HCRT PRESTON, 

the third child of Isaac Preston and Sarah 
Hurt, was born on January 27, 1810, mar­
ried on November 20, 1833, Arabella. .J. 
Whitten, and died on February 22, J 848, in 
Bedford county, Virginia. They had eight 
children, all born in Bedford county; as 
follows: 

~lO 1 l\fildred Jane Preston, who married 
John Garrett and had eight children: 
-(1) Yirgil:-(2) Bernard;--(3) 
Sarah.-(4) James;-(5) Robert;-(6) 
Hugh;-(7) John;-(8) Nannie. 
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ii Julia Ann Preston, ,,·ho was born on 
November 28, 1838, married on 
October 23, 1856, Charles Lunsford. 
He ,ms born on .T ul~- 16, 1829. 'l1l1e~­
had ten Children:-(1) Sallie Boyd, 
marrjed;-(2.1 William Thomas, mar­
ried Xannie Petty Preston, a rela­
tive, named at Index number 194, in 
this work:-(3) Arabella Elizabeth: 
-(4) Georgia A., married Andrew 
J. Camp, and has issue;-(5) Alice: 
-(6) Charles Isaac;-(71 .Tohn Pres­
ton;-(S) Abner;-(~)) Julia Matilda: 
-(10) Moses Kirkpatrick. 

111 Sarah 'l1heresa Preston, who,abo, was 
born November 28, 1838, married 
John F. Baggett, of Alabama, and 
had two children:-(1) Alice L. ;­
(2) Frances Belle. 

1v Cleopatra Preston, who married 
Watkins Lazenby, of Missouri. 

v Perry Preston, who died unmarried. 
vi Isaac Newton Preston, who married 

Clementine Snapp, and removed to 
'J..1exas. 

v11 George Abner Preston, who was born 
on March 22, 1845, married on 
October ] , 1872, Martha S. Alex­
ander. She was the daughter of 
C. C. Alexander and Mary King, 
and was born in Paris, Texas, July 
16, 1850. 

viii Frances Preston, who married John 
Hicks, of Texas. 
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101 

103 
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the sixth child of Isaac Preston and Sarah 
Hurt, was born on August 28, 1816. He 
was twice married, first, on December 25, 
1S-t?, to Mary Ann Lesieur, of Alabama, 
and, second, to Miss Yates, of Massachu­
setts. 

By his first wife he had issue, 
i Samuel Prest()n. 

ii .\Iildred Preston. 
By his second wife, Isaac K ewton 

Preston had issue, 

111 Henry Preston. 

JOHX STHATTOX PRESTOX, 

the eightb c-hil<l of Isaac Preston and 
Sarnh Hurt, was bo1'n on October 27, 
1820. ana married on ?\ o,·ember 25, 1846, 
Elizabeth S. "\Yitt, in Bedford county, 
Virginia. They had issue, three daughters, 
as follows: 

i Sus,t11 Preston. 
11 Miln.reL1 Preston. 
m Willie Preston. 

JOEL LEFT\\'ICH PRESTON', 

the ninth child of Isaac Preston and Sarah 
Hurt, wa:,; bol'11 on Februal'y 18, 1824, mar­
ried in Bedford county, Virginia, on March 
11, 1846, Mar.,· E. Robertson. 

He lived on his farm in Bedford county, 
within a mile of his place of birth, until the 
beginning of the Civil War, in 1861, when 
he volunteered in the 2nL1 Virginia Cavalry, 
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and remained in the Confederate ser·vice 
until he was wounded at Alda, in Loudon 
county, Virginia, in the fall of 1863. From 
that date till his death, he was a constant 
sufferer, and died on December 7, 1898, in 
Richmond, Virginia, where he went for 
treatment. 

He was a gallant Confederate soldier, 
and the pride of his last days ,vas that he 
never disobeyed an order of a supe1·ior 
officer, and that when he was wounded, he 
\Yas one of only seven men, out of a regi­
ment, who placed themselves as targets for 
the enemy. His widow still surYi,-es him, 
and li,-es at Bluefield, West Virginia. They 
had seYen childr('n, as follows: 

i Sarah M. B. Preston, who was born 
on April 18, 1850, and died in 1881. 

ii Thomas Isaac Preston, vd10 ·was born 
on April 15, 1852, married Rosa B. 
Nininger, on July 31, 1878. She 
was born on November 9, 1857. 

m William Daniel Preston, who was 
born on July 27, 1854, married Mrs. 
Hercillia C. Aunspaugh on October 
20, 1875. 

iv Eugene 0. Preston, who was born on 
October 26, 1858. 

v Ora Anna Preston, who was born on 
September 25, 1860, married Georg-e 
W. Dearing. He was born on July 
4, 1855. They have fiye cbi1dren:­
(l) Ethel Preston, born June 25, 
1884;-(2) Curry, born December 19, 
1888;-(3) Lucille, born July 11, 
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1891;-(4) Ronald, born November 
16, 1893;-(5) 'l'homas Sidney, born 
January 3, 188n. 

vi Albert Sidney Preston, ,Yho vrns born 
on April 23, 1865, married on 1\fa.rch 
22, 1889, ~Iar,r H. Jones. She was 
born on January ::n, 1871. 

vu James ~ewton Preston, who was born 
on April 18, 1870, married Margaret 
M. White, who was born on March 
8, 1871. 

2m 
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"\YILLLUI BOOKER PRESTOX, 

the third child of John Preston and Martha 
B. Early, resided in Monroe county, Ala­
bama, and became a Captain in the Con­
federate army during the Civil War. He 
was killed in battle. His children were, 

] 15 i Martha Preston, who married M. B. 
Rodgers. 

J lo 11 Margaret Preston, who married Mr. 
Roberts and bad issue. 

117 iii John Wiley Preston, who married 
Miss Andrews. 

118 1v William Booker Preston, Jr., who 

119 

120 

married Miss Watson and had issµe. 

STEPHEN 8:mTH PRESTOX, 

the fourth child of John Preston and Mar­
tha B. Early, married Ann M. Keyes, of 
Aberdeen, Mississippi, on January 12, 1853. 
Before removing to Memphis, where be 
now resides, he was Chairman of the County 
Court of Wilson county, Tennessee, and a 
representative in the State Legislature 
from that county. He has had issue, as 
follows: 

James Harvey Preston, M. D., who 
resides at Humboldt, Tennessee. 
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122 
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count~-, Tennessee. 
111 Laura Preston, who married Profes­

sor "'illiam Taylor Watson, of 1fem­
phis. 

1v Ella Preston. who married Dr. John 
11organ Huddleston. 

v Stephen Steptoe Preston. 
n Alice Preston. 

vii Martha Preston, ,-.;ho married Prof. 
W. S. Hess. 

JOHN CLE:'.IIEXT PRESTOX, 

the ninth child of John Preston and 11artha 
B. Early, was an officer in the Confederate 
sen·ice, during tbe CiYil War, aml b now a 
prosperous farmer in G1·imes county, 'l'exas. 
His c·hihlren are as follmi;s: 

i Annie Preston. 
ii Mattie Preston. 
iii Ellen Preston. 
iY John Preston. 

Y Thomas Preston. 
vi Stephen Reuben Preston. 

vn George Preston. 
vm Roy Preston. 

JOSRCA EARL PRESTON, 

the tenth chilu of John Preston and 
11artha B. Early, vrns born in 1841. He is 
a prominent attorney-at-llnY, practicing in 
Navasota, Texas. He ,-.;as onf? of the six 
brothers wbo went into the Civil War in 
the service of the Confederacy as officers 
in the army. He is married and has had 
issue as follows: 
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FIFTH GENERATION. 

Emma Bell. Preston, who married 
Hon. Franklin B. Chilton. She 
died a fe\,. years since leaving one 
daughter, Annie. 

ii Walter Preston, who died in youth. 
iii Elgin Cato Preston, who died young. 
1v Earl Smith Preston, who also died 

young. 
v William Charles Preston, who mar• 

ried Anna Elinger, but has no issue. 
He js the commercial agent of the 
St. Louis and San Frnnc·isc-o Rail­
way Co., with an office in Dallas, 
•rexas. 

vi Bertha Elizabeth Preston. who mar­
ried Frederick H. Sage, of GalYes­
ton, Texas, but bas no issue. 

vii 01torf Boone Preston. 
viii Hilda :McCoy Preston. 

Hon. Joshua Earl Preston, who has 
taken much interest in securing informa­
tion concerning the Preston family, thus 
concludes one of his letters: 

"I have never known one of the name 
to do a mean thing or be guilty of a dis· 
honorable act.'' 

SA::\11JEL STEPHEN PRESTON, 

the first child of Christopher Preston and 
Martha :Mitchell Claytor, was born on Sep· 
tem.ber 24, 18:25, married Nannie E. Mc­
Craw, in Louisville, Kentucky, on Septem­
ber 25, 186:2, and died at Lynchburg, 
Virginia,, on October 31, 1866. He had 
three children, as follows: 
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Robert Lee Preston, who was born on 226 
August 17, 1863, in Toronto,Canada, 

147 

148 

and manied Leonora Johnston, on 
Deeembe1· 19, 1888. 

ii Christupher Hill Prest,011, who was 
born on March 20. 1865, in New 
York City, N. Y., and ilied on 
August 20, 1865. 

iii Samuel Pleasant Preston, who was 
born on July 5, 1866, in Bedford 
county, 'Virginia. 

] 49 WILLIA~I BO\YKEH PRESTOK, 59 

the third child of Christopher Pres-
ton and :.\fartha 11itchell Claytor, (born 
Marc-h 1804, died June 1, 1875,) was 
born on Xoveinber 24, 1830~ married,-first, 
Harriet Ann Tbatcher,on February24,1858, 
and married, second, Bertha Anderson. By 
Harriet Ann 1'hatcher, who was born on 
February 1], 1839, he had issue, four chil­
dren, as follows: 

150 i Alfred Preston, who was born on 
May 27, 1862, at Log-an, Cache 
county, Utah, and diedl\1ay 27,1862. 

151 11 Alley Preston, who was born on 
March 2, 18G3, at Logan, Cache 
county, Utah, married on December 
29, 1881, Lyman R. Martineau, son 
of James H. Martinean and Susan 
Julia Sherman. He was born on 
April 21, 1859, at Parowan, Iron 
county, Utah. They had issue eight 
children, as follows:-(1) Alley 
born on December 22, 1882;-(2) 
Harriet Ann, born on .July 25, 1884; 
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-(3) Lyman Royal, Jr., born on 
September 17, 1886;-(4) Henrietta 
Julia, born on December 3, 1888, 
died on January 25, 1892;-(5) Pres­
ton, born on August 23: 1890;-(6) 
Martha Claytor, born on N ovem­
ber 24, 1892;-(71 Allen Sherman, 
born on January 23, 1897;-(8) 1'.Ia:­
Preston, born on December 9, 1898, 
died on April 21, 1899. 

m William Bowker Preston,.Jr., who was 
born on August 25, 1864, married on 
April 30, 1885, Katharine D. Pyper. 
She was born on January 10, 1863, 
and is the daughter of Alexander 
C. Pyper and Christiania Dollinger. 

1 ,- ~fay Preston, who vrns born on ~fa:- 30, 
1869, married on January 17, 1895, . 
Oscar Wood Moyle, a prominent 
attorney-at-law, and for years a 
member of the School Board of Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He was born on 
January 20, 1868. They have three 
children, as follows:-(1) Harriet 
Preston, born on November28,1895; 
-(2) Elizabeth May, born on June 9, 
1897;-(3) Alley Preston, born on 
November 14, 1899. 

By his second wife, Bertha Anderson, 
who was born on July 5, 1849, and ·who died 
on October 4, 1889, William Bowker Pres­
ton had five children, as follows: 

v Lee Preston, who was born on May 
16, 1873, married on March 13, 1895, 
Amy D. Davidson. She was born on 
October 3, 1873. 
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n Stephen Preston, who was born on 
May 213, 187li. and died in April, 
1878. 

vn Kephi Preston, who was born on June 
14, 187H, died in infancy. 

Ylll Samuel A. Preston, who was born on 
October 11. 1881. 

ix Mary A. Preston, who was born.on 
1larch 7, 1885. 

~.\ skekh of William Bowker Preston's 
life appears at the dose of this work. 

1.SD S.DffEL DAns PRESTO~, 

lGO 

lGl 

1G2 

163 

1G4 

the first c·hild of Pleasant Preston and An­
nis E. Da·ds, was born on Jul5· 20, 1834, 
married on December 5, l8lil, Texie G. 
Saunders, of Charlottesville, Virginia, by 
whom he had seven children, as follows: 

Sallie Preston, ·who was born on July 
30, 18!35, married on Februar5· 17, 
1881.i, lnlliam P. Clark, in Lyrn:h­
burµ:. Virginia. 

11 Annis B. Preston, who was born on 
Xo,·ember 11, 1807, and married on 
11a;Y 8, 188H, at Lynchburg,Virginia. 
Robert Strother. 

m Texie S. Preston, who was born on 
~rffember 23, 1874, married on Janu­
ary 24, 1880, Thomas Blair Preston. 

1i; Thomas S. Preston. who married on 
April 8, 187.3, the widow of Samuel 
Stephen Preston (See Index, No. 
,57J, Nannie E. McCraw Preston. 

v Pleasant Preston, who married on 
Febrmtr5· 27, 1883, in Appomattox 
count5·, Yirginia, M. Roberta "\Yhite. 
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Yl John B. Preston. who married Juli­
iett Hildreth, of Bowling Green. 
Kent UC'. ky. issue, :\Iary ~.\ nnis Pr(:':-;­
ton. 

Yii George >1. Preston. 

JOHX BO\YKEr: Pr:ESTOX. 

the sixth d1ild of Pleasant Pn~ston and 
Anni:s E. DaYis. marriel1 .Juliette C. Hil­
burn, on .Tuly 7. lS~ll. antl resides at BO\ding­
Gree11. Kentuc-ky. where he is Professor of 

i Languages in Ogden College. He has issue. 

l1i8 1 tLu>· ~.\.nnis Preston. 

J (i\l ! RICHAIW PnESTOX: 

the eldest (•hild of 11oses Hurt Preston arnl 
Elizaheth T>Tet', marrietl >Lu'tha ~latn. 
and hall issue. as follows: 

liO ! 1 11illiam Preston. \Yho maniet1 L~·rnla 
King arn1 h,ll1 i:,;sue. 

1 il ii Charles Preston. who mal'l'ied Intlia 

li:? 

'iY est brook. 

~'1.XDTIE"\\. PHESTOX. 

the sec·ond c-hild of >loses Hurt Pre:,;ton 
and Elizabeth T.,-ree: manied Laura Fitz­
lrngh, and had issue. 

li::\ 1 >fattie Pre:,;ton. 
1 i 4 11 Annette P1·eston. 
}i.i 111 Laura Belle Preston. 
1,1; n- Alil'e Preston. 

lii \VILLLDJ ISAAC' Prm-,;TUX, 

the fourth c·hild of ~Ioses Hm·t P1·esto11 
and Elizabeth T>-ree, rna1Tie<1 ~Iiss .Ste1·­

ling. of KentuC'.k>·· arn1 har1 issm•, 

71 

74 

ii 
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Maud Preston. 
ii William Preston. 

lll Carrie Preston. 
iv Bertie Preston. 

CHARLES ISAAC PRESTON, 

the second child of William Byrd Preston 
and Matilda Nelms, was born on January 
25, 1804, married Mar~· P. Persinger on 
October 21, 1857, and died on February 15, 
1894. They had issue, nine children, as 
follows: 

1 Florenee Olivia Preston, who was 
born on October 6, 1858, and died 
on April 9, 1861. 

ii Emeline Perry Preston, who was 
born on ~f arch 14, 1860, and died on 
September 8, 1889. 

m Sarah Matilda Preston, who was 
born on July 19, 1855. 

iY William Moses Preston, who was 
born on April 27, 1868. 

v Charles Isaac Preston, who was born 
on May 16, 1871. 

vi Bettie Nowlin Preston. 
vii Lucy Preston. 

viii Claude Preston. 
ix Mary Preston. 

192 MOSES PERRY PRESTON, 

the third child of William Byrd Preston 
and Matilda Kelms, was born on January 
26, 1837, married Lucy E. Campbell on 
September 26, 1860, and died at Bonifay, 
Florida, on March 12, 1898. They had 
issue, four children, as follows·: 
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1 Luc)· Matilda Preston, who was born 
on July 10, 1861, at Preston Heights, 
Virginia. 

11 Nanc)· Petty Preston, who was horn 
on February 24, 1863, married on 
December 31, 1885, her cousin, V{il­
liam Thomas Lunsford, and has is­
sue, as follows:-(1) Moses Preston: 
-(2) Charles Julian;-(3) William 
Brewster;-(4) Abner Roderick:­
(5) Hannah Fallen ;-(6) Le\Y Camp­
bell ;-(7) Julia Dupuy. 

111 William Isaac Preston, who \Yas horn 
on October 24, 18G8, and <lied on 
February rn, 1869. 

ff William Byrd Preston, who ·was born 
Oil April 3, 1872, an<l <lied on Feb­
ruary 24, 1887. 

197 GEORGE ABNER PrtESTOX, 

the se,·enth child of Elisha Hurt Preston, 
and Arabella J. Whitten, was born Oil 

March 22, 1845, in Bedford county, Vir­
ginia, and married Martha S. Alexander 
on October 1, 1872. She was born in Paris, 
'rexas, on July rn, 1850. They had issue, 
all born in Bonham, Texas, as follows; 

198 1 Mary Preston, who was born on 
October 27, 1874, and died on Ko­
vemher 2, 1879. 

199 11 Nella Allen Preston, who was born 
on March 20, 1878. 

200 111 Florence Preston, who was born on 

23 

October 18, 1880, and died on 
August 30, 1881. 
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201 1v Clinton Alexander Preston, who was 
born on February 22, 188-1. 

202 v Horace Alexander Preston, who was 
born on March 29, 1887, and died on 
June 5, 1887. 

203 v1 Alice Preston, who was born on 
February 12, 1889. 

204 THO.:\IAS ISAAC PRESTON, 

205 

20G 

207 

208 

209 

2l0 

211 

212 

the second child of Joel Leftwich Preston 
and Mary E. Robertson, was born on April 
15, 18;"i2, and married on .July 31, 1878,Rosa 
B. Xininger. She was born on November 
9, 1857. They had issue, as follows: 

1 :Myrta ~fay Preston, who was born on 
April 29, 187D, married on June 27, 
1800, Dr. Samuel I. Conduff. He 
was born on September 9, 1874. 

11 .Joe Bertram Preston, who was born 
on XoYember 29, 1881, and gradu­
ated on June 25, 1900, from the 
National Business College, in Roan­
oke county, Virginia. 

m Thomas C. Preston, who was born on 
December 11, 1883. 

1v Clara Belle Preston, who was born 
on July 20, 1886. 

v Helen B. Preston, who was born on 
May 20, 1889. 

v1 Julian T. Preston, who was born on 
August G, 18Dl. 

vn Cecil A. Preston, who was born on 
January 24, 18D7 . 

. 'WILLIA~l DANIEL PRESTON, 

the third child of Joel Leftwich Preston 

108 
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and Mary E. Robertson, ,,;as born on .T uly 
27, 1854, and married lvirs. Hercillia C. 
Aunspaugh nee Fizer, on October 20, 1875. 
1'hey had issue, as follows: 

1 Minnie J. Preston, who was born on 
August 10, 1876, and died on July 
5, 1877. 

11 Corrie William Preston, who was 
born on January 1, 1878. 

iii Harry C. Preston, ,vho was born on 
April 5, 1880. 

IY Ella C. Preston, ,•,ho was born on 
April 7, 1882. 

v Simon W. Preston, who was born on 
October 2, 1884. 

n John Douglas Preston, who was born 
on June 2, 1891, and died on June 
8, 1891. 

ALBERT SIDNEY PRESTOX, 

the sixth child of Joel Leftwich Preston 
and Mary E. Robertson, was born on April 
23, 1865, and on March 22, l 889, married 
Mary H. Jones, who was born on January 
31, 1871. They had issue, as follows: 

1 Benjamin S. Preston, who was born 
on August 6, 1892, at Fayette, 
Alabama. 

ii Mary H. Preston, who was born on 
December 9, 1894, at Patton, Ala­
bama. 

iii Linwood L. Preston, who was born 
on September 24, 1896, at Corona, 
Alabama. 
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the youngest d1ild of Joel LeftwiC.'.h P1·es­
ton and 11ary E. Robertson. was born on 
April 18, 1870, and married Margaret ~I. 
White. She v:as born on MarC.'.h 8, 1871. 
The~- had issue. as follO\,s: 

1 Ruth K. Preston. who v.-as born on 
January 14, 1893. at Salem, 'hrginia.. 

11 Kellie Preston, ·who ,,as born on 
.April 11. 1900. at Bluefield. "\Yest 
'\~irginia. 

SIXTH GE~ERATIOX 

ROBEHT LEE PRESTOX, 

the eldest C.'.hild of Samuel Stephen Preston 
and Kannie E. Mc-Cra,Y. ,-.;-as born on August 
17, 1863. in Toronto. Canada. and married 
on Deeemher 19, 1888, Leonora Johnston. 
He is a graduate of the cni,·ersities of Yir­
ginia, Berlin and Leipsie,and the Principal 
of the l:'ni...-ersit~- School, of Washington, 
D.C. He has had issue, as follmrn: 

1 

ii 
iii 

n· 

Robert Lee Preston, Jr., dee-eased. 
Henry Johnston Preston. also dead. 
Leonora Preston, who was born on 

September 10, 189G, at LynC.'.hburg, 
Yirp:inia. 

Elliott Preston,·who was born on Jan­
uary 1, 1900, in Washington, D.C. 

WILLIA:'.11 BmYKER PHESTOK, Jn., 

the third <-'.hild of William Bowker Preston 
and Harriet Ann Thatc·her, was horn on 
August 25, 18G4, married Katharine D. Py-
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per on April 30, 1885. He is Counselor to 
the Bishop of the First ward of Logan. 
Cache county, Utah, and has sened two 
years as a minister of the Gospel in Berlin, 
Germany. He has issue, as follows: 

1 W. Bowker Preston, who was born on 
August 2, 1886. 

11 Alexander Pyper P1·eston, who was 
born on Koyember 16, 1887. 

iii Verne :Monroe Preston, who ·was born 
on April 22, 1892. 

IY Claytor Preston, who was born on 
February 12, 1894. 

v George Dollinger Preston, who was 
born on February 26, 1897. 

LEE PHESTOX, 

the olrlest c.:hild of William Bowke1· Preston 
and Bertha Anderson, vrns born on May 16, 
1873, married Amy D. Davidson on :March 
13, 1895, and is now located at Bedford, 
l::intah eounty, Wyoming, on his father's 
farm. He has issue, as follows: 

1 Bertha D. Preston, who was born on 
July 2L 1896. 

ii Lee Warren Preston,who was born on 
September 7, 1898. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 

WILLIAM BowKER PRESTON. 

XXIII. 

"Theful111e8s of the Bishoprir· 1l'ft,s a1f'aiti11q thee in 
Zion while thou u·ert on the way to Califurnia tho11qh 
tho11 /.:,11€/l' it Jtot. '' ',,,·rLFOTID "\V OODTil.FF. '' 

Pope has said. "the proper stud:· of· mankind is 
man." but the highest study of mankind is the desig·ns 
of God in His dealings with man. In the exalting of 
nations. in the guidanee of the destiny of i·a(•es. and in 
the determining of the eourse of Empire and of eiYili­
zation, the Lord's providences must have to do with 
the men who figure prominently in those mo,·ements. 

All of the Lord's plans were formulated before the 
,·nwld was made. When He savi· that some of the 
intelligen(•es destined for this µ:lobe, were ''noble and 
great ones." and said, ''these I will make m)· rulers." 
the work for them to do was laid out. and all that re­
mained was for the time to eome when the)· should 
play their parts. 

And so we may study the Lord's masterful designs 
in the preparation He ma,kes for (•oming events. as d.is­
pla)·ed in the lives of the men who are (•alled to hold 
positions of p1·ominenc·e among the people. 

It is from this point of view, that the life of "\Yilliam 
Bowker Preston is here presented. All the experi-
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enc-es of his early life ,vere designed to qualify him 
for the position he nmY occupies. 

Born on the 2-!th day of Kovember, ]830, the 
first nineteen years of his life were spent on the 
farm. He was early made familiar with the care 
of du('ks and C'.hic-kens and sheep. Later he milked 
arnl fed the cows, took his part in the harvest 
field, and, iu his budding manhood, he was en­
trusted with the duties of supervision. If the boy 
stood in need of an ax-handle, he was pointed by his 
father to the hi_c-kor:--· growth and the work bench, and 
told to make one. If he needed to know the dimen­
sions of a trad of land, he \Yas gh·en a ehain or a rope 
and told to sun-ey it. If he wanted a pair of shoes he 
,vas sent to the shoe shop to make them. And no 
\Yant of experienee in that dass of labor would excuse 
him, but he was told that he would ''never learn 
:--·ounger, .. and put to the task; so he came to be 
skilled in all the duties of an independent southern 
planter. All the details of farm work, its simple, 
homel:· duties and its economic- problems, were alike 
familiar to him. It wa:,,; a disc-ipline in sturdy inde­
pendence as well as a schooling in economy and thrift. 
It ,,;as just the training- he could make use of in after 
years. 

From the time he was six years of age until he 
was eighteen, hi:,; attendanc-e at school was ('Onfined 
c·hiefly to the winter months; hut at that age he spent 
one entire :·ear in sc•hool. under a "Yankee" teacher 
from the north. 

X or vrns his religious training neglected. 
Regularly ever:--· Sahbath morning, his father would 
call for William and his brothers, and together 
they would walk a mile to the meeting-house ~f the 
l\Iethndist c·hurd1. Bet·ause of the habit then formed, 
Mr. Preston ayers: he has alvrnys felt lost unless he 
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attends a meeting eYery Sun<lay. 
iom, toleration was here giYen the 
lasting impression. 

A lesson in re lig­
youth that made a 

One Sunday, instead of the regular ser-dees at 
c-hureh. the pulpit, it was announced. would be oc­
cupied by a Baptist minister; and when his father 
ealled for William as usual. the bo>- made the exeuse 
that there was to be "onl>- an old Baptist preac-her to­
da>-· .. and said that he had not intended to go. 

''0, tut. tut,'· was the reply, ''eome along. he '11 
tell >·ou something that's good." 

The thought found fertile soil in the bo>· and is 
today bearing rieh fruit in the man. 

The boy \Yas now nearing man's estate, and was 
a bout to enter the world to do battle alone. He had 
mastered the lesson of the farm, that c-ireumstanc·es. 
howeyer untovrnrd they may appear, ean he c·on­
quered. Add to his equipment of the Yirile Preston 
blood. of temperate habits. of skill to -work. of an in­
domitable ·will,-a fair edueation, a Yirtue founded 
on religious conYietion, and we have the bo>· as be 
l)roke awa>- from the oecupations of the old homestead. 
His preparation so far had been thorough. 

'.rhe next three years were spent in trade, firsL at 
a store, in the neighborhood where he aeted in the 
eapaeity of salesman and book-keeper. and ·where he 
fo·st learned the value of ac:counts; and afterwards for 
t\yo >·ears at a mercantile establishment in L>·11C'h-
burg. forty-fh·e miles from home. 

In thl' mean time, what preparationi,, ·were being 
m,H1e on the stag-e where this young Vfrginian was to 
pla>· the part for whieh he was being sehooled? 

The Churd1 of Jesus Chrb;t of Latte1·-da>· Saints. 
haying heen organized in the same year in whid1 the 
suh,ied of our skekh was born. had taken its wa>· from 
X e\Y York, the State of its natiYity, first, to Kirtlarn1 
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Ohio. and to Independence, Missouri, thence to Far 
West,~1issoul'i, to K auvoo, Illinois, and, in 1847, to its 
present home in the Rocky mountains. Here the 
people were gathering by thousands every year from 
all classes of society arn1 from every civilized nation 
on the earth. "\Vithout any idea whatever, many of 
them, of pioneer life. their greatest need was for 
strong, capable men to direct their efforts, to organize 
their for(.'es and to show them the possibilities by 
which they were surrounded. Looking back from this 
point of vantage. one can easily enough see that their 
necessity had been foreseen and the men had been 
preparetl. 

William B. Preston. tiring of his clerkship with 
his kinsman, John T. Da \'is. in Lynchburg, Virginia, 
determined. in 185:2. to see the world as it existed in 
California. Gold had been discovered by members of 
the ~Iormou Battalion three years before, and the 
))ews had tlmYn arourn1 the world: but it was not the 
desire for goh1 entil'ely that inspfred the new eomer. 
He had heard of the gathering here of the people of all 
nation:,,, of the wonderful commingling of Chinese, of 
Japanese, of Dutch. Irish, English, Spanish, French 
anc1 Italian seeke1·s fm· gold, and he determined to 
see them. 

Thi8 was the explanation he made to himself and 
to his father and mother, of the prompting he could 
not resist. that he must .!tO to the far off west: for he 
had not yet so much as heard of the ::'\Jormons in Utah. 
Just so. undouhtec11~-. C,>lumbus explained to Queen 
Isabella that he wished to find a new way to India, 
when the gTeat Designer hac1 commissioned him to be· 
come the di:,,C•overe1· of a new world. 

Taking :,,hip at X t'\\' York, in August. 185:2, Wm. B. 
Pl'e8to11 sailed, first to .Aspinwall, and.after making his 
v,ay acro:ss the btlmrns of Panama on a donkey, took 
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steamer for San Francisco. His first thought after 
landing vrns to get his money for which he held an 
order, from the bank where he had made the deposit in 
Xew York Cit~·, on one in San Francisco. Presenting 
thb at the windo\v he was told that before he coulu 
reeei.ve payment he must be identified. And then, for 
the first time, the boy realized how far he ·was from 
home. The thought that the nearest person he knew 
of who could say, "I am acquainted with this man,'' 
was over three thousand miles away, well nigh over­
whelmed him. But after walking the streets for an 
hour to collect himself, the thought came back to him 
that when counting out his money at the bank 
in X ew York, he had called for a slip of paper; and. 
writing his name upon it, had asked the clerk to pin it 
to his letter of notification to his correspondent in 
San Franeisco. 

Returning to the bank and writing his autograph, 
he plaeed it before the banker with his explanation. A 
SlH.:eessful search was instituted for the signature made 
in Xew Ym·k and when they were plac·ed side by side, 
Mr. Preston remarked: 

"Now, if that doesn't identify me, you'll have to 
keep the money, for I han~n 't an aequaintanee that I 
know of, this side of Virginia." 

The identification, though no,·el at that time, was 
complete, and the money was paiJ. The incident illus­
trates ~Ir. Preston's practical business sagacity,even as 
a boy: but he has always regarded th(> suggestion which 
afterwards brought about his identification, as an in­
spiration from the Lord. 

After a few days he left San Francisco for Sacra­
mento where he arrived the very next day after the 
town had been destroyed by fire. Here he stayed 
during- the winter, and his observations were that 
many of the miners, after spending the summer in the 



318 PRESTO::-;"S IX YIHGTKL'I .• 

placer diggings, found themselves without the means 
of subsistenee for the winter. He determined then, 
rather tban east his lot ·with them in such an uneertain 
following-. tn settle himself on a farm. The same 
polie_\' which was being advocated by President 
Brigham Young in Utah, as to the relatiYe 
Yalue to the pioneer, of mining- and · agriculture, 
was adopted by 1Yilliam B. Preston in California. 
He. according]_\-, repairecl to Yolo county, twenty­
ffre miles west of Sacramento.· settlell on a farm 
of th1·ee hunl1re(1 and twenty acres of land and 
in-vested the little means he had in horned stock.swine 
and poultry. Here he 1·emainecl for. the next four 
years, and he1·e it was that the ·whole course of his life 
was changed. 

His nearest neig·h bors on the farm proved to be 
).formons, and an im·e:-;tigation of their faith so fillPd 
the young immi,!.trant with ilk-as of helpfulness tl) the 
world. that he determined tu make theil' people his 
people. An(1 this. pel'liaps. in a double sen::\e, for if 
"Father'' Thatc·lwr hac1 conYincec1 his reason a]1(1 sub­
dued his \Yill. it was his onl.,· daughter, ).1iss Harriet 
Ann Thatcher. who had enlisted hi::,; affections. He 
was baptized a 111emhe1· of the Chm·ch of J esm, Christ 
of Latter-do.y Saints in February, 1837, by Henry G. 
Boyle, and \Yas immediatel~- calle<1 into action. Let 
the re,Hler he1·e note the wonderful ,-ariety of experi­
ences that we1·e crowded into the life of William B. 
Preston in the next twenty-sen:>n years, and how acl­
mirabl~· adaptet1 the,· were t1J fit him for the perform­
ance of his present duties. 

Soon after his baptism, ~fr. Preston wa:,, ordained 
an Elder and sent b~· George Q. Cannon, then presid­
ing in the California mission, to preach the Gospel in 
the northern part of the State. Thi::,; ministry was 
entered upon in l\la_\-. 1857, but \Yas not of long dura-
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tion. The United States army under the command of 
his relative, Albe1·t Sidney .Johnston, was on its way to 
Utah for the purpose of putting an entl to an alleged 
deffance of governmental authorit,\' on the part of the 
Mormons, and it ha,d been deemed advisable to call all 
the scattered members of the Clrnrch to the shelter of 
the Rocky mountains. 

Acc01'f1ingly, I~lder Preston, in company with 
other members of the Chlll'ch in that vicinity, started 
overland by team on th0 southern 1·onte, hy way of Los 
Angeles and Sn,n Bernardino, to ffalt Lake City, Utah, 
where he arrived on the New Yea,r's clay of 18;)8. 

On the 24th day of l•'ebrna1·y, 18;'58, soon after 
their anival 1 Willi:tm B. P1·estnn antl [lal'l'id I\nn 
'l'hatcher were united in the hnncls of matl'imnny. Of 
this lady, it is sufficient to quote from Whitney's I fis­
tory of Uta,h that she was "well adapted by nature, 
training and experience to be the wife of such a man." 

':Chose were momentous times into which the Jll'W 

convert was ushereJ. Ninrc the preeeding .luly, 
1857, theentire population of Utah, numbering perhaps 
15,000 souls hacl been completely wrought up by the 
news of the coming- army. In the following Septem­
ber, Governor Brigham Young had declared the 'rer­
ritory under martial law, and~ having harl no otlkial 
information from the government of the United States, 
h,1cl forhiJden the troops t,o enter its ~onfines, bad 
ealled out lai·ge numlwrs tlf :11'rned mi!it,ia a]l(l had 
ordered them to prevent the entranee of the army into 
the valley. About the miLldle of .Ta,nrntry, 18,'58, :L 

mass meeting was called, and :1 petition anr1 l'Psolu­
tions were framed setting out the true state (~f affairs 
in Ut,ah arnl exposing the falsehoods which had bl'ought 
about this al'med intrusion. Peaee wn.s now, howevcl', 
at lmnd. 

It was on the very <lay of the maniag-e of 
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William B. Preston and :i\1iss Harriet Ann Thatcher, 
that Col. Thomas L. Kane arriYed by way of Califor­
nia, to commence the negotiations that finally brought 
about a mutual understanding, by which the army was 
permitted to enter the Territory. But not all the fears 
of the Saints had been put to rest. Though Governor 
Alfred Cummings who ,Yas here to supplant Brigham 
Young, hat1 "sent a truthful report to the Federal 
goYemment in relation to the existing difficulties, 
proYing tlrnt the ':i\Iormons' were loyal to the Federal 
goyernment and that the sending of the expedition to 
Utah ·was a mistake." the people ,Yere still doubtful as 
to their safety. 

1Ye quote again from the Historical Record: 

"At a public meeting heh1 in the city 11arch 21, 
1858, the citizens agreed to leaYe their homes and go 
south. all the information deriYed from the eastern 
papers being to the effect that tlie approaching army 
was sent to destroy them. Thi:s resolution ·was car­
ried into effed in April anc1 ~Iay following, when all 
the citizens of northern Utah abandoned their homes 
and mo\·ed southward, 1eaYing only a few men in each 
settlement to burn everything in case the approaching 
troops on their arrfral in the \·alley should prove 
hostile. About one hundred men were left in the city 
for that purpose. The destination of the people, when 
they started, was by some supposed to be Sonoro, 
Mexieo, but most of them located temporaril_r in Utah 
county.'' 

During thb ''mon>, ,. William B. Preston came to 
a halt at Payson, some seventy miles south of Salt 
Lake City. He vrns, howe,·er, called away. Those 
times brought early reeognition to sterling manhood. 
and he was at once made use of. Tullidge, in his 
"Histor>· of Salt Lake City,'' says: 
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'"Early in the spring of 1858, as soon as they coul<l 
tn1 \·el, President Young called a company of t,Yenty­
three of the ·boys.' among whom was "\Ym B. Preston. 
to go to Platte Bridge an<l b1·ing on the goous arnl 
merchandisP which had heen cac·he<l there. These 
goods. freighted by the 'Y. X. Company,' belonged 
prineipally to Xicholas Groesbeck. Some of the goods 
also had been c·onsigne<l to a mountaineer to be com­
mercially disposed oL and in the settlement with the 
trader a fair and honorable account was rendered of 
them. 

"One of the reasons why President Young called 
this company was to give assurance to general John­
l,;ton and his a1•111y, that the ~formons intended to keep 
the treaty which had been made with the Peace Com­
missioners, which President Buchanan had sent to 
conclude the Vtah war. But the army anJ its officers 
were suspicious, \Yhieh was itself proof of the wisdom 
of Brigham's policy in sending out this compan~· thus 
early after the e>onclusion of the treaty. 'l'bis fact. 
howeTer, was the cause of the expedition running con­
sidernble personal risk; but after some narrow escapes 
from the soldiers at Bridger, the company which was 
under Captain Groesbeck, with his efficient assistant, 
Abram Hatch, succeeded in effecting a passage to the 
Platte; and on their return the advance of Johnston's 
arm~· had gone in. and tbey met no furthel' difficulty. 

'' After his return, during the summer 'of 1858. 
"\Ym. B. Preston built J1imself a house in Payson, mak­
ing- the adobes and shingles with his mn1 hands. 

"In consequence of the war, the people of Utah 
were still short of elothing and merchant goods gener­
ally. so Wm. B. Preston, with a company of others, 
went into California in the winter of 1858-\"-l, and he 
brought in two wagons of goods for 'Fatber' Thatcher. 
In this neeessary mercantile trip into California. Wm. 
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B. Preston h:ul quite an eventful 
crossing anc1 recrossing the desert. 
the spring of 1S.S9 .. , 

winter's work in 
He got back in 

But Pa.,·son was not to be the scene of his future 
enterprise. FinJing that he was not able to obtain 
sufficient land in that neighborhood for his purpose, he 
resol\·ec1 to seek a ne,Y and wider field. 

"In compan)· with his two brothers-in-law, John 
B. and Aaron D. Thatcher, ·william B. Preston and 
his wife left Pc1~·son in the month of August. 1859, and 
journeyed into Cac·he Yalley, ·which was still almost 
a country of sage brush and grass. "\Yhen they came 
intL) the Yalle)· they found Peter ~'Iaughan 'who hau 
locatet1 a settlement on the west side of the \·alle~·. 
whic-h w,ts called ~Iaughan \; Fort, but now knmYn as 
"\Yells ,·ille. Pursuing their journey they drm·e north 
ac1·oss the Logan rh·er anl1 came on to the spot "·here 
Logan now stands. Here the·)- fourn1 several families 
in camp with a few wagons preparing to build, hut, as 
yet. no house was erecteLl on the site." 

"As the ffrst settlers of Cache came into the Yal­
le>·, the~- ran eagerly to t,host' pla(•es for location 
where "·ater could he obtained \,·ith the greatest ease 
and the least iiTigation. This fact the young man­
Preston. who was destined to rank as chief among its 
founders ancl first Bishop of Logan, quickly learned on 
his arri\·al in Cache Valley. Men whom nature en­
dows with ver.,· :-;trong executi \·e ·wills, great self­
relianc-e ancl ener,,g·_\·, are rea:lily 1wnvoked to decision 
by just such a case. It was so now with Preston. 

"Pur~uing their journe~· from Maughan's Fort, 
Preston, with his brotlH·1•s,in-law-John and Aaron 
Tlrnt(:her -- tlrove north across the Logan river and 
came on to the north side to the spot where Logan 
now stands. 
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"'John,' said the city-founder, with his usual de­
cision of character, 'thi8 is qood enouqh for /lie.'' 

"Whereupon, Preston and the ThatcheP boys 
pitched their tents, took off their wagon beds, an<l put 
them on the ground and \Yere a,t home. Thus the fu­
ture bishop was located on the spot where a Temple 
city was destined to spring up in a few years under his 
fostering care. From such seemingly small iucic1ents 
great cities may rise. From that c1a)- the motto of 
Logan city might have been fitly inscribed in the ex­
pressiye words of her first bishop-'tli i.-; i.~ good ow119li 
fu1· 111e." for those words have been emphasizell by c•or­
responding works by the founders of Logan genernlly. 

"Preston by nature is a very taciturn man. So 
without much communication with their neighboring 
settlers~ he and the Thatchers vigc,rously set to v,ol'k, 
minding their own business, huilcling their houses. Tlw)· 
worked day and night; and their houses were but just fin­
ished when, in Xo,·ember. 1859, Orson Hyde am1 Ez;·a T. 
Beuson came into Cache Yalle)· to organize tlw settle­
ments, v,hich ha<l been located under the dil'ection of 
Peter ).faugban. 

''A bishop for Logan was wanted. 
'' •"\"\"ho are you goiug to ha,·e for )·om· bishop:' 

inqufrec1 Apostle Hyde. 
''The veteran pioneer of Cache Yalley. pointing: 

across to Preston's house, replied: 
'' 'There is a young man living- iu that house who 

seems to be a very enterprising, go-ahead man. ,Ylrn. I 
think, ·will make ag0cd bishop. He ancl the Tlrntc-lwr 
hoys have <lone the most in the sbape of buildiug and 
improving- during the time they ha,·e been here. Tney 
have worked day and night.' 

"The Apostles were satisfied with the sagac-ious 
judgment of Peter Maughan, who possessed all the 
instincts of the true pioneer. 
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"'He'll do for the bishop,' added Orson Hyde. 
"And thus 1;rm. B. Preston, till this time com­

paratiYely unknown, was chosen Bishop of Logan. He 
was accordingly ordained and set apart to that office 
under the hands of Orson Hylle, Ezra T. Benson and 
Peter Maughan. 

"During the winter of 185n, the settlers of Logan 
built a schoolhouse, which ,0ras also used for a meet­
ing house. There were but sen:>nteen families in 
Logan at that date. 

''The work next in the order of founding the cit)­
was to lay off and dig what is now known as the Logan 
and Hyde Park Canal. which mainl:- waters Logan 
cit-.,- and a laro·e trad of farmino· land and also Hnle • t, 0 V 

Park. Some thought it was too hea,-y a job, but the 
bishop. with the same decision of c·haracter which had 
led him to select the Log-an ,;ite as his home, replied: 

" 'I think not, brethren. I guess we can cut the 
eanal.' 

''Early in the spi-ing of 1iW>O, while there was yet 
two feet of snmY on the g:roumL Bishop Preston, with 
Sune~-or Jesse "\Y. Fox. laid off the city of Logan, the 
bishop carr:-ing one end of the chain. During this year, 
JSGO, there was a gTeat immigration from the surround­
ing c·ountry into Logan, and tbe bishop spent his time 
in apportioning off and selecting homes for the new 
comers.'' 

Relating to the untoward (_•ircumstances under 
which these new settlers h1bored, with respeet to the In­
dians, some idea may be gathere<l from the following: 

"The first settlers of Cache Yalle:- found that 
large and beautiful Yalley and the mountains sur­
rounding it swarming with Indians. 'l'hey existed in 
different bands, but were all known b)- the general 
name of Shoshones. It was but natural these 
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ignorant natives should look upon the settlers upon 
what they claimed as their country. their hunting and 
fishing grounds,as trespassing upon theirrights,and that 
they should revenge themseh·es for the scaring awa>· 
or the taking of their game, by killing the cattle and 
stealing the horses of the settlers, or even by murder, 
should occasion serve. One of the first and most ur­
gent necessities, therefore, was the adoption_ of an 
efficient system of self-defense. 

'·But while the militia were required to be always 
ready to defend themselves and property from the In­
diarn,. they were strictly enjoined by President Brig­
ham Young to give the natives no cause of offense. 
The w bites were enjoined not to kill tbe game nor 
take the fish whieh the Indians claimed as theirs, but 
to buy what they needed of them. Thb would give 
the natives means of suhsistenc·e without begg-ing or 
stealing from the whites. The settlers also must al­
ways treat the nafrves justly, anc1 regard their rights 
as saerec1ly as their own. But ,Yhile they were to treat 
the natives kindly, the>· were to be treated firmly, 
and kept at arm's length-not to be allow·ed to trample 
on the rights of the settlers. President Brigham 
Young alvmys maintained that it ·was 'c-heaper' finan­
eially- 'to feed the Indians than to fight them, 'and the 
histor~· of L'tah fully substantiates the assertion. The 
above smmnary of Brigham Young's Indian polic-y is 
here introduced as a key to that pursued by tbe set­
tlers, not onl>· of Cache l·ount~·, hut of all Ltah: and 
it may he remarke(l. in passin,f!'. that wbile this polk>· 
was pursued, no trouble of any moment eYer arose be­
tween the settlers and the nati \·es. 

"A bout the middle of June, lcUl. a large hocly of 
Indians from Oregon, m01·e than one thousand in num­
ber. entered the Yalley and an,wed thei1· intention to 
dear the country of whites. The>~ em·amped on what 
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is now knmn1 as the Brigham Young College lands, in 
a position well chosen to guard against surprise. The 
\'alue of the militar~- organization now beeame evident. 
The infantr~- of each settlement were under arms 
night and morning. and prepared ,·dth teams, wagons 
and supplies for instant service at an)· threatened 
point. Strong guan1s watched the herds by day and 
protected eaeh settlement at night. The battalion of 
minute men was kept read~- for se1Tice at a moment's 
warning: and a bod~· of fifty picked men, commanded 
by ~Iajor Rieks, ·with G. L. Farrell as aide and J. H. 
·Martineau as adjutant. were posted ahout a mile from 
the Indians as a corps of obserYation. oc·cupying that 
position about two weeks. During thi::,; time the 
minute men kept c·lose wateh of the movements of the 
inYaJer.s, often sending out scouting pa1·ties. The In­
dians also sent out parties. seeking a vulnerable point 
of attac·k. hut finding none. and the ,Yhites eyerywhere 
ready for them. ga,·e up the enterpri::,;e and returned 
to Oregon. But they did not go empty barn.led. In 
spite of the utmost ,·igilanee they took awa~- many 
horses. The suhstantial result, howeYer, wa::,; a vic­
tor~· for the whites, whose firm attitude preserved 
them from a bloody and expensiYe ·warfare, in which 
many men, women ancl children must have found 
bloody g-ra ,·es. 'l'he closing sc-ene of this drama oc­
('Urred the follo"Wing winter, ,Yhcn Peads-wiek. chief 
of the i11ntcling Indians, together with about forty of 
hjs princ-ipal br;::wes. perished in a snowslide in a 
mountain gorge in Ic1aho." 

The steadiness and nene required of William B. 
Preston, as the presiding authority in the ward, <.'.an 
scarc·el~· he estimated, but they certainly call for ad­
miration. His <1uties as bishop required his presence 
at home rathe1· than in the field. hut we append here 
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an acc·ount of one expedition* undertaken at about 
this time. 

~.\t the election in No-.;ember. lSLi:2. William B. 
Preston was ehosen to represent Cavhe eount:', in tlw 
lower house of the "Utah L·2gislaturt\ and here he 
spent the winter.s of 186:?-:~ and 1863--t This w·as one 
of the most Yaluable of his experie1wes. But tbirt)-­
t,Yo year.:; of age, ancl having been assoc·iatec1 with the 
11ormon people only four years, he ,,as thus early tu 
heeome aequainted with the representatiYe men from 
e,-ery section of the new commonwealth. 

That was no ordinary boJy of legislators. These 
men had not sought the offi<.·e: but, in aeeonlanee with 
the spirit of the times, the offiee had sought the men. 
There were no checks and eounter-checks to eateh the 
attention of a constituener. but an earnest considera­
tion of the highest nee:h, of a ne\,, isolated 11erritory . 
.. .\mong the more distinguished members of this•hoc1y 
·were Orson Pratt. the philosopher and mathematieian. 
Orson Hyde, the eloquent. George A. Smith. the ad­
yoeate of human rights, Lorenzo Snow. the politic·al 
eeonomist. anct George Q. Cannon. the statesman. It 
w·as a sehool in statecraft of the highest order. 

\Ye here quote from Tullidge: 

"In the spring of 18G3 PresiL1ent Young ealle(1 for 
500 ox-teams to go to the :Missouri ri-.;er to bring the 
poor aeross the plains. C,tche Yalle)· was ealled on 
for fifty of those teams, anc1 Bishop Preston was ap­
pointed their eaptain. This emigrational husiness 
filled up the Bishop's labors during the prim:ipal part 
of the remainder of that year. In 18ii4, Bishop Pres­
ton made another emi.grational trip to the ~fissoul'i 
riYer, he being appointed to take charge of the teams 

• See Appendix. Note lY. 
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from Cache, Box Elder and Weber eounties. In the 
winters of 1863-G-!-65 he v:as in the Legislature. 

"At the April conferenee of 18135, Wm. B. Pres­
ton ·s name was among the fort~·-six missionaries called 
on missions to Europe. He was appointed by Pres i­
dent Young to take c·harge ofthis company of mission­
aries as far as Xew York. They started from Salt 
Lake City on the 20th of May, to cross the plains in 
the usual manner. there being as yet no railroad any 

l)Ortion of the way this side of Omaha. On arriYi1w 
• 0 

at X ew York he deeided to go into Yirp:inia to Yisit his 
father and mothe1\ ·whom he bad not seen for thirteen 
~-ears and of whom he had heard nothing during the 
eiYil war. He found them. with huudreds of other fami­
lies, broken up in their property by the deYastations of 
the war, s(•arC'el~- kuowing \Yhere to get their bread. 
After making a :,;hnr t but pleasant Yisit v.-ith his 
relatiYes. he proC'ee<1ed on his mis:,;ion to England. 

''He arriYed in LiYerpooL W ednescla~-. August 2:3. 
1865, arnl \Yas appointed to presidt' oYer the X ew­
castle and Durham eonferenc·es. At a conferenee held 
at Birmingham in .Tanua1·~-, 1866. he was called to tht> 
husiness department of the Li \·erp ool oflive under the 
<lireetion of Presi<1ents Brigham Young, Jr .. ancl 
Franklin D. Ric·hards. President Young, by letter 
had instrm·ted hi:,; son to plac·e the business manage­
ment of the mission in the hands of Bishop Preston. 
For three ~-ears he 1abm·ec1 in tht' ofli(•e. In the ful­
filment of his duties he did the c.-orrespondenee and 
gt'neral 1msiness of the Em·opean mission, inc·ludin,!..!· 
that of the emigration. During his stay in Englan<1. 
in ('mnpany with Elde1· Charh--'s W. Penrose, of the 
J/i'l!u111iat ,...,·t(tr department, and .. A. ).finer, missionary. 
he Yisited the Paris Exposition in ..:\.ugu:,;t, 18G7. 

"Aftel' fillinµ: a tll1'ee and a half Y<=',rn,,· mbsiun 
a hroad. he l'et lll'lH_'c1 homt'. He lef't Li·vel'pool on Jul~· 
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l-t 18G8. and arri,·ed in Salt Lake cit>· in September. 
hring·ing: with him a company of six hund1·ed and fifty 
Saints. A.s soon as he came home he went out into 
Echo Canyon to assist in buih1ing the l:nion Paeifi<..­
Rai1roa<1, as one of the contractors under President 
Young. during that winter. On his return he resumed 
his labors as bishop of Logan. and at the next election 
·was ag-ain sent b>· his county to the Legislative As­
sembly.",+ 

It "·as not long after his return from this European 
mission, that William B. Preston vrns appointed a 
trustee and one of the directors of the B1·igham Young 
College, at Logan, and he is no-w chairman of the 
exec·uti,·e <:.'.Ornmittee of that institution. 

X ov, was taken up a labor that <:.'.alled into play all 
the exec-utin" ability of ,Yhieh William B. Preston was 
possessed. Cache county at this time ranked amon1 .. !' 
the "·ealt hi est and most enterprising in the Territory: 
aud as the ''G1·anar.,· of Utah,,. the bulk of her trade 
consisted in stock and the products of the farm. But 
she had no railroad communication, and was at a dis­
adY,rntage. When, therefore, it had been determined 
in August, 1871, to build the nee<led sixt>· miles of 
road, a local compan>· was formed for that purpose, 
and William B. Preston was made Vice-President and 
Superintendent of Construction. The next three 
years of his life were fully occupied in uniting and 
directing the efforts of the people, in the survey and 
laying out of the roacl, and in supen·isin-g the finances 
of the undertaking. The Utah Korthern Railway was 
completed in ::\lay, 1874. 

'l"'he Cache Stake of Zion was reorganized on May 
21, 1877, and William B. Preston ,vas made first coun­
selor to the President, Moses Thatcher, his brother-

• William B. Preston was elected March 7, 1870, Mayor of Logan City, and servecl 
the people of L,;,gan in that capacity twel l'e years. till March. !~~,. 

2~ 
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in-law; and in 1879, ·\'vhen President Thatcher was 
called to be an Apostle, he was elected President of 
the Stake. It was while Bishop Preston was acting 
in the eapacity of President of the c~che Stake of 
Zion that Tulli<lge wrote the following: 

·'The force of character and true greatness of a 
presiding man will always be seen in the class of men 
who grow up around him. Without desig·ning to apply 
the examples ,,,bich may be suggested in a superlative 
degree to Bishop Preston, a passing view may be 
properly taken here illustrative of this fact. 

"We know :Napoleon the Great almost as much in 
the persons of his marshals as we do in bis own extra­
ordinary genius and career. Indeed, the supreme 
proof of :N"apoleon's genius was in his creation of great 
men, or rather in his quick disc<wery of those near him 
whom nature had largely endowed with capacity and 
force of character, and afterwards in his creating 
for them extraordinal'y opportunities in the splendid 
action of his own 1if e. The same may be said of 
Joseph Smith, who was the Napoleon of Prophets. It 
has often been a wonder to Gentile wrjtePs, not that 
Joseph Smith disco,Tered a book, but that he found 
and surrounded himself with such men as Brigham 
Young, Heber C, Kimball, Parley and Orson Pratt, 
John Taylm·: \\.,.ilford Woodruff, and others who were 
capable of succeeding- him and carrying on bis work. 
The same trait of greatness as a leader was remark­
able in Brigham Young. In a lesser degree, this trait 
of char:wter is seen in the administration of "William 
B. Preston. Moses Thatcher will afford a striking 
example. Xot long since :Moses Thatcher W,Ls the 
youngest and last of the quorum of the Apostles, 
though in a short time he ranks now the ninth in order. 
Twenty-one yt>a1·s ago. when the history of Logan 
commencet1 with ,rilliam B. Pre.;;ton as bbhop, 1\1oses 
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'.rhatcher was but a lad of sixteen. He was the Bish­
op's brother-in-law, and came with him from Califor­
nia. '.rhe Bishop fostered him and gave him opportu­
nities which ~-oung Moses ab1y impro,·ed. He ditl 
much to open his way to distinction; and in time the 
two became associated as colleagues in the Utah Legis~ 
lature, where Moses Thatcher distinguished himself 
to the public eye. True, the Bishop did not, create 
the capadty of the young man, but he disc(wererl it, 
and in time the whole Church also discovered it, an11 
:.\loses became an Apostle. Other men of mark and 
promise for the future have risen in Cache Valley 
under the fostering administration of Bishop Preston. 

"As this division of the history of Cache Valley 
is accompanied with the likeness of William B. Pres­
ton, \Ye will skekh the character points of the man. 
It ·will be seen in the magnificent steel engr~n-ing 
which our artist has made, that Bishop Preston htts a 
face remarkably endowed wit,h strength and decision 
of character. He has, indeed, the true leonine face. 
The heatl is very large, vd1ich phrenologically signifies 
great mental capacit_,-, combined with immense charac­
ter-force: for it will also be noticed that· he has a 
powerful structure of tlw body, with ample shoulders 
and a capac·ious chest. With suC'h an organization, the 
brain being larg-e, and the fac·e of the leonine type, the 
man was bound to make his mark among any people or 
in any State. He was bon1 to be a society lt>ader and 
to legislate for the people, both in the temporal and 
spiritual callings. Such men a1·1: born fo1· their ·work! 
It was formerly the fashion to say that the Lord made 
Brigham Young. Perfectly correct was this, but 
more so than the people meant. 'l'he LorJ made 
Brigham Young in his birth, as the Lord also made 
Wm. B. Preston fo1· a bishop and a city founder. When 
the assertion has been given belittling Brigham·:,,, 
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native greatness, that he wa.,· nothing till the Lord 
made him. there has been eithe1· too muc-h envy of 
him hy his compeers, or a touch of sectarian piety in 
the affirmati01L and too little scientific truth. There 
was ne\·er a time "'·hen Bdgham Young was nothing. 
In power of character and will. and the nati,,e capac­
ity of a State founde1-, Brigham Young was more 
than any man in America: anrl the Lord ma<le him more 
in hi-~ or9ani:rntion. Precisely the same is true in a 
degTeE' of George Q. Cannon and Vim. B. Preston, who 
a1·e "'uoth of Brig-ham Young's class anJ type of men. 
'rake the portraits of the three and notice the power 
of their physique, their leonine face and capacity of 
brain. It would be difficult to find three better speci­
mens of the leonine type of men in an.,· State, than 
Brigham Young, George Q. Cannon and Wm. B. Pres­
ton: which signifies that they belong by nature to the 
cla~s of historical per:e;onages who are born to lead 
soc:iety anc1 found cities and States. 'l1o mark the 
charac:ter type and executh·e capacit:', of William B. 
Preston with one dash of the pen, we will style him 
the Brigham Young of Cache Valley." 

William B. Preston continued to administer the 
duties of Presirlent of the Cache Sta,ke of Zion, until 
the Gtb day of April, 18:31, when, at the General Con­
ferern·e of the Church, he was ehosen to be the 
Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jei,ms Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

He had no\\· reached the point where he should 
commence the \\·ork for which he was sent into 
the world. All the experiences of his early life 
had been but a prep<wation for this. His boyhood 
on the farm: his discipline in the keeping of accounts 
and in merchandising; his travels to, and his mingling 
with the men of all nations in, California: his sc:hool­
in:~· in agriculture and stuek raising-: his crossing and 
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recrossing of the desert on the west, and of the plains 
on the east; his dealings with the Indians; his vrnrk of 
legislation; his labors as a minister of the Gospel 
abroad, and in behalf of higher education at home; his 
experience in the construction of roads and canals and 
railways,-all these were but stepping stone-; to and a 
preparation for this new calling. 

The testimony of his close friend and associate, 
\Yilford Woodruff, the late President of the Church of 
.Jesus Chrh,t of Latter-day Saints. may here be given. 

On the ninetieth anniversary of his birthday,Presi­
dent ·woodruff called about him. at his home all the 
general authorities of the Church for an evening of 
social enjoyment: an\1 at the close of the e,-ening, sit-

. ting at the center-table in his parlor, he \Yrote for each 
of his guests in turn on a small canl a sentiment or 
some expression of his good will. To Bishop William 
B. Preston he presented a card bearing this inscrip­
tion: 

"T/11: full11e8.s of' the Bi'sltopric wa,'::' awaiti119 tha in 
Zi.011 1th ile thuu Wert on the way to Ca?,fol'llia thOl{(jh 
thou l.:11ew it not. Thou wilt be munbered i11 that Q11onm1 
in the 111omi119 q_f the resurrectio11. Grrnt 1cill l)e thy 
/'€10((/'d. ''\\.,.ILFORD ,YooDTil:TF." 

Tbis biography is not intended to be complete, for 
the subject of it but rounds out his se\·entieth year to­
day, and it is the hope and the anticipation of all who 
know him that he will yet complete a century of good 
·works: but it is sufficient to say that since his incum­
beney of the office of Presiding Bishop, William B. 
Preston has administere<1 the temporal affairs of the 
Churcb of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints under 
three Presitlents, and has performed his duties to the 
entire satisfaction of them all. 

In closing, it is only proper to state that it has 
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not been the purpose of this meagre sketch to pass any 
eulogium upon Bishop Preston. He does not need it. 
He is but one among many who have been raised up 
and prepared by the Lord for a special purpose, not 
only in the midst of the Latter-day Saints, but in all 
the world, and in all generations of time. But rather 
ha-. the object of this portraiture been to let his life 
testify. as does he. to the beneficentdesigns of an All­
wise Creator towards His children in all the world. 

The most that can be said of any man is, that he 
has performed faithfully and well the work appointed 
him, by the Designer, and this tribute of praise there 
are none so poor a:s to deny to William Bowker Pre:s­
ton. 
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APPENDIX 
TO 

THE PRESTON GENEALOGY. 

I. 

YCRXESS ABBEY. 

(S~e Note p, 29.) 

Without doubt, a more detaile~l descriptimi of the 
famous AbhE:\\' of Furness than i.t would haYe been 
pr:wtiC'able to give elsewhere, will be of iDterest to 
the readers of this work, from tile fa<.-t that tbe pi'op­
erty ·was held h)- the Preston famil.,- fo1· oyer two 
hundred and £.fty )·ears. It was here that the "Pres­
tom,; of the Manor,•~ made their home. Some extraets 
from a guide book, "'l'o the Ruint'i of Furness AblJey,'' 
are therefore here presented. 

Fil·st, tlrnn, as to the loc-ation and foun<ling-: 

"The celebrated Abbey, whose ruins ham furnished the 
subject of these pages, is situated in a deep anrl narrow vale, 
calle<l the "GLEX OF DEADLY XIGHTSHADE," at the dis.tance of 
nearly six miles and a half from Ulverston, and one and a half 
miles from Dalton. Its position is admirably i11 character with 
that love of a secludecl and contemplatirn life for which the 
monks were so remarkable. 

"It was founded July 16th 1127, under the patronage of 
Stephen, .Earl of )1oreton and Boulogne, afterwards King of 
England, by a filiation from the monastery of Savigny, in Kor­
mandy, who had come to England under the direction of Ewan 
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or EYan their first Abbot, and remained three years and three 
days at Tulket, near Preston, in Arnounderness, previous to their 
settlement in :Kightshade Vale. At its consecration the building 
was dedicated to the Virgin ::O.fary." 

Some -idea may be had as to the number of people 
attache<l to the estate from the fact that--

''The choir monks do not appear ever to have much ex­
ceeded thirty in number, while the lay brethren may be reason­
ably supposed to haYe amounted to seYeral hundred." 

Relative to the importance of the institution: 

"The Abbot was imestecl with considerable dignity and pos­
sessed of no less power, which made his office an object of ambi­
tion to the wealthier families in the surrounding country, who 
often exerted their influence to secure to it, when Yacant, the 
election of one of their children. Besides being at the head of 
the institution, he was the chief lord of the liberties and royalties 
of Furness, in which capacity he would exercise the sway of 
a petty prince. Though he neYer sat in Parliament, it was 
not from a want of the requisite qualifications, but rather owing 
to the insulated state of Furness, and the difficulties of traveling 
in those early times; for, from certain close rolls, he appears to 
have been summoned to Parliament several times in the reigns of 
Henry III., Edward I., and Edward II." 

"In adllition to the numerous immunities and priYileges 
conferred upon it by the Roman pontiffs and English kiugs, the 
Abbey receiYed, from time to time, benefactions of various kinds 
and of different amounts from private individuals, as provision 
for the safety of their souls as well as marks of their attachment 
to the Institution; and by these means its opulence is said to 
have increased to such an extent as to be exceeded by that of no 
religious house in the kingdom except Fountains Abbey in York­
shire. According to a survey taken in pursuance of an Act of 
Parliament, in the 2Gth of Henry VIII., two years before the 
dissolution, its rents were £94G 2s. IOcl., besides which it received 
ample sums from the claims of its Abbot as a feudal lord. On 
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account of the much increased va1ue of money, and the still 
more increased va1ue of estates, since the time of Henry YIII., 
the aboYe revenues wou1d amount to many thousands in the 
present day." 

'.rhe surrender of the Abbey by the monks and it:; 
present ownership are next given: 

"The time came at length, when Furness Abbey was to be 
reckoned among the things that had been. It was smrendered 
to the King by a deed signed by Roger Pyle (Abbot), Briant 
Oarner (Prior), and twenty-eight monks, April 9, 1537, four 
hundred and thirteen years after its first establishment. 

"A very short time was a1lowed to elapse after the deed of 
surrender was signed, before the work of destruction was com­
menced. On the twenty-third of June, Mr. Southwe11, accom­
panied by Sir :Marmaduke Tunstall, son of him who fell at 
Flodden Fic1d, Sir James Lay burn, Sir John Byron, and Ash­
ton, their auditor, arriYed at the Abbey and commenced the work 
-0f destruction by breaking the Common Sea1. The M uniments 
.and Chartularies of the Abbey were collected and dispatched to 
London, and the monks dismissed from the house." 

The connection of the Preston family with the 
-estate is detailed as follows: 

"The picturesque hotel adjoining the Abbey was formerly 
the Furness residence of the Preston family, and was known as 
the ')fan or House.' .A curious tale is told, in 'Sandford's MS. 
History of Cumberland,' of the pecu1iar manner i1, which the 
Prestons first became the owners of Furness Abbey. The story 
has been printed thus in Notes and Queries, and reprinted in 
'Choice :Xotes,' from the same serial:-'Sir Thomas Curwen, 
knight, in Henry the Eighth's time, an excellent archer at 
twehe-score marks, went up with his men to shoote with 
that renowned king at the dissolution of the abbeys: And the 
king says to him, 'Curwen, wl1y doth thee begg none of thes 
abbeys: I would gratifie thee some way:' Quoth the other, 
'Thank yow,' and afterwards said he would desire of him the 
Abbie of ffurneis (nye unto him) for 20ty one yeares, sayes 
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the king, 'Take it for ever;' Quoth the other, 'It is Jong enough, 
for you1e set them up againe in that time;' but they not likely 
to be set up againe, this Sir Thomas Cnrwen sent )Ir. Preston, 
who had m'.lrried his daughter, to renew the lease for him: ancl 
he ei·en re11ewe17 it 1·n his on-n name; ,d1ieh, when his father-in• 
law questioned, quoth )Ir. Preston, 'Yow shall ha Ye it as long as 
yow liYe; and I think I might as well ha Ye it with your daughter 
as an other.' On the other hand it is stated that, soon after the 
dissolution of the monasteries, Thomas Preston,of Preston Patrick 
and Lm·ins, purchased the site of Furness Abbey from the 
Trustees of the Crown, with other consiclemble estates to the 
amount of £3,000 per annum, from which time he quitted Pres­
ton Patrick, and lived at the Abbey. 

"In the year 16-14, Sir John Preston resideu at the ~Ia nor 
House, near to which the Roya,list army was drawn up in battle 
array to storm Hawcoat, a neighboring .-illage. Sir John had 
command of one regiment. The Hawcoat rebels, strengthened 
hy a reinforcement of sailors from the Parliamentary fleet then 
at Peel, were intrenched some in the houses and others in the 
pinfold that was walled with stone, and which stood in the micl­
dle of the Yillage. Sir Henry Slings by, a Yorkshire baronet, who 
took part in the engagement does not giYe the number killed, 
but says:-'There was taken, besides killed, 20U foot, which 
were sent to the Prince; & 17 sailors and some rich countrymen 
were kept prisoners at Dalton Castle.' Again he says :-'we lost 
not any; only Sir John Preston had his horse killed, and it may 

·seem that being down, some of the foot running by gave him a 
knock on the head, but some thought it was by falling upon a 
stone, for the contusion of his scull was made so in the middle 
of it as one could not imagine how the fall should make it. He 
lay in a swoon arnl speechless many days, but his perfect sense 
and understanding he rcco.-ered not for half a year after.'" 

Some idea of the magnifk·ent proportions of the 
buildings may be gained from the subjoined illustra­
tion and table: 
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"The following are the principal interior dimensions of 
Furness Abbey: 

Length. Width. 
Church . 276 ft. 0 in. 66 ft. 0 111. 
Chancel 53 " 6 " ')I'! " (i " ,., ' 
Transepts 130 " () . " 30 " 0 " 
Sacrish .. 50 " 0 " 1G " 6 " .. 
Chapter-Hou,-e . no " 9 " 45 " (i " .. 
~lonks' Dormitory 202 " G " :30 " (j " Cloisters 135 " 0 " lUG " 6 " Cloister Walks . " " 12 " 0 " 
Cellarinm . 224 " 0 " 29 " 0 " I nfirrnary 15:l " 0 " 47 " (i " 
Abbot's House . 70 " 0 " 2u " 0 " 

The part taken by Henry VIII. relative to the 
monasteries, is described: 

"In 153G, when Henry decided upon the suppression, or 
confiscation of the smaller monasteries, a bill was brought into 
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Parliament, and Hume states, 'It does not appear that any oppo­
sition was made to this important law.' But Sir Henry Spel­
man, in his 'De non 'femerandis Ecclesii8,'or History of Sacrilege, 
says :-'The bill stuck long in the Lower House, and could get 
no passage, when the king commanded the Commons to attend 
him in the forenoon in his gallery, where he let them wait till 
late in the afternoon, and then coming out of his chamber, walk­
ing a turn or two amongst them, and looking angrily on them, 
first on one side and then on the other, at last, I hear (saith he), 
that my bill will not pass, but I will have it pass, or J will have 
some of _11our heads; and without further rhetorick, returned to 
his chamber. Enough was said; the bill passed, and all was 
given him as he desired.'" 

Tbe reason given fol' this act of wholesale con­
fiscation is the "manifest synne, vicious, carnal and 
abominable lidng," of the inmates of the monasteries. 

In conclusion. we quote from Richal'dson'8, "Fui'· 
ne88, Pa.~t and P1·esent." 

"How and when the Abbey Site and Territories were first 
alienated from the Crow11 is a matter of uncertainty, for there 
are no reconls extant in which the nature or date of such aliena­
tion is definitely referred to. The preamble to an Act of Parlia­
ment of George I., (171-!), recites that 'the site of the dissohed 
Monastery, with se,eral messuagcs, lands a]1(1 tenements there­
unto belonging, were purchaserl from the trustees to the crown, 
soon after the Dissolution of 1lfonasteries, by the ancestors of Sir 
Thomas Preston,' but this Yagne statement is all that can b3 
traced as to any alienation np to the time of ,James I. In the fifth 
year of his reign, King James, 'passed and assigned unto Robert, 
Earl of Salisbury, the site of the late )lonastery of Furness, and 
all other heretlitaments whatsoeHr, with the appurtenances, 
sometime parcel of the possessions of the late ~fonastery of 
Furness, in the county of Lancaster, and hereafter demised or 
mentioned to Le demised, to John Preston or Gilbert Garrett, 
Esq., or either of them.' In the following year the Earl passed 
his interest in these possessions to Richard Holland and Robert 
Cantsfiehl, for the consideration of an annual payment of £70 
13,. 2d. The fishing of Ramshead arnl "·alney, as well as that of 
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Oysterbank, and some acres of land in Angerton Moss, with the 
herbage of Sour by Wood, were granted on lease to John Preston, 
of Preston Patrick, and ruder Levins Hall, at resened rents 
amounting in the whole to £5 18s. Sd. per annum. The same 
gentleman obtained a lease from the Crown, in the seventh year 
of the reign of Elizabeth, of the sheep pasture of Sta11yan Cot 
and Ireleth Cot, for a term of years, at an annual rent of £H. 
E\·entually he became possessed of the manor of Dalton, ancl 
built a manor house on the north side of the Abbey precincts, 
where he took up his residence. His son and heir, Thomas 
Preston, died at the Abbey, according to the Dalton parish 
register, on the 14th of May, 160!, leaving an only son, John 
Preston, wbo built a new manor house on the site of the ruins of 
the Abbot's apartments, presening some portion of the ancient 
walls in the structure. His elder son, John, was created a 
baronet in Hi-!-!, anu dying without issue, was succeedeu by his 
brother, Sir Thomas Preston, in whose time the estates were 
Yalued at £3,000 per annum. When Sir Thomas became a 
Roman Cn,tholic, he granted away his estates for religious.pnr­
poses. This step was, however, stoutly resisted, as prejudicing 
the rights of the heir to the property, Thomas Preston, and 
after a protracted suit in the Court of Exchequer, the estates 
fell to the Crown, anu were granted by Charles II. to Thomas 
Preston for a term of seYen years, at a rental of £JOO. James II. 
granted the reversion of the estates to religious uses, hnt the 
grant was rendered null and void by the Revolution, and agllin 
the estates passed to Thomas Preston, by a grttnt from the Crown. 
His daughter and heiress, Katherine, married William Low­
ther, Esq., of )farsh, in Yorkshire, who was afterwards raised 
to the baronetcy, arnl died in 1705. His son and heir, Sir 
Thomas Lowther, being a minor, his rights were endangered, 
an<l were only finally settled by George l.,by an Act of Parliament 
under the prodsions of which tlrn fee of the Abbey and laurls 
were connyed to him and his heirs. Ile married Elizabeth, 
daughter of William. Dnke of Devonshire, and was succeeded by 
his son, Sir "'\rilliam Lowther, the last male heir of the Prestons, 
of Preston Patrick, who on his death in 17t.i(i, bequeathed all his 
estates to his cousin, Lord George Augustus Cavendish, from 
whom they have descended to the present Unke of Devonshire." 



II. 

"\YILLL\:.\1 III. OH J A~lES IL 
(See :S-ate p. 12~.) 

The probabilities seem to be in fayor of the prop­
osition that it was James II. rather than William III., 
under w horn. the six PrestoD brothers here referred to 
enlisted. In the fi1·st pla~e, it was James II. rather 
than ·William III. v,ho laid siege to Londonderry. 
James II., morem·er, represented the religion and the 
class for "\Yhom so man~- of the Prestons had fought 
under Charles I.. as alsn. the religion espoused by the 
Prestons, from their early history up to that time. 



III. 

'l'UE ORIGINAL DECLARATION OF' 

T:N"DE PENDENCE. 

[See Note p. 170.) 

The following is an extract we are permitted to 
copy from the excellent work of Thomas L. Preston, 
of the University of Virginia, entitled "Historical 
Sketches and Reminiscences of an Octogenarian ... 
Other matters of interest, to the Preston family es­
pecially, will be found in that w01·k. 

"Fort Chiswell has other claims to historical association. It 
was the meeting place in all probability, of that band of '"\Yest· 
Augusta' patriots who were the first tc resohe 'to resist the ag­
gressions of England by force.' The author of those celebrated 
'Fincastle Resolutions' is not authentically ascertained. They 
may have been written by the ReY. Charles Cummings, or by 
Colonel William Preston, or William Christian, or Arthur or 
William Campbell, or by some other of the many who signeo. 
them. The only names given by Lyman C. Draper in, 'King's 
::\fountain and its Heroes' are Colonels William Preston, William 
Christian, Arthur and William Campbell and William Edmond­
son, Rev. Charles Cummings and other leaders of Fincastle 
county, comprising the Holston settlements. They are datetl 
January 20, 1775, three months before the battle of Lexington; 
fuur, b~fore the 'patriotic resolves' of thf people of Mecklenburg, 
~ orth Carolina, jive, before t_he battle of Bunlrer's Hill, arnl 
nearly a year and five months before the Declaration of Inde­
pendence. 

"These resolutions were sent to General Washington, then a 
member of the convention in Philadelpl!ia. He knew,personally, 
several of the signers, and was a friend and correspondent of 
Colonel William Preston. With this k•10wledge of the leaders 
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and the people of the county they represented, he felt warranted 
in saying, 'Strip me of the dejected and suffering remnant of my 
army:take from me all that I have left: leave me but a banner; 
give me but the means to plant it upon the mountains of ·west 
Augusta,* an<'\ I will yet draw around me the men who will lift 

, up their bleeding country from the dust and set her free.' 
"The report of the committee appointed to draft the pro­

ceedings of the meeting of 'the Freeholders of Fincastle county,' 
and 'the Holston settlement' is so replete with interest and reflects 
so accurately the feelings of the intelligent citizens of Virginia 
at that period, that I give in full the text of the copy so kimlly 
furnished me by R. A. Brock, former secretary of the Historical 
Society of Virginia, and present secretary of the Southern His­
torical Society. The men who com1)osed that committee were 
representative men, and a more intelligent and patriotic group 
could not be found in any section of the 'Old Dominion.' Their 
names are 'househc,ld words· in Southwest Virginia. For their 
services in the Revolutionary War as citizens and soldiers, each 
one deserves a separate biography and a monument of marble. 
Well may their descendants be proud of such ancestors. 

A:iIEHICAN ARCHIYES. 

FINCASTLE CocNTY (VIRGINIA) MEETING. 

"In obedience to the resoh-es of the Continental Congress, 
a meeting of the Freeholders of Fincastle county, in Yirginia, 
was held on the 20th day of January, 1775, who after approving 
of the association framed by that august body in behalf of all 
the Colonies, and subscribing thereto, proceeded to the election 
of a committee, to see the same carried punctually into execu­
tion, when the following gentlemen were nominated: The ReY. 
Charles Cummings, Colonel ,Yilliam Preston, Colonel William 
Christian, Captain Stephen Trigg, :Major Arthur Campbell, 
)Iajor William Inglis, Captain Walter Crockett, Captain John 
)fontgomery, Captain James )fcGavock, Captain William Camp· 
beli, Captain Thomas Madison, Captain Daniel Smith, Captain 

•Some of Augusta count~•·s favorite orators have quoted this passage from Go\". 
McDowell's speech as applyin<s to that county exrlusirely, but it is fair to presume that 
it had pri111nrily reference to thP shmers of the Fincastle Resolutions as well as to his 
trientl, the Lewiscs an,l others of Augusta county. 
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"William Russell, Captain Evan Shelby, and Lieutenant William 
Edmondson. After the election the committee made choice of 
Colonel William Christian for their chairman, and appointed :Mr. 
David Campbell to be clerk. 

"The following address was then unanimously agreed to by 
the people of the county, and is as follows: 

"To the Honorable PEYTON RANDOLPH, Esquire, RrcHARll 
HENRY LEE, GEORGE WASHINGTON, PATRICK HENRY, 
Junior, RrcHAlrn BLAND, BENJAMIN H.\RRISON, and Eu­

:\ll"ND PENDLETOX, Esquires, the Delegates from this Colony 
who attended the Continental Congress held in Philadelphia: 

"Gentlemen :-Had it not been for our remote situation and 
the Indian war which we were lately engaged in,* to chastise 
those cruel and savage people for the many murders and depre­
dations they have committed among us, now happily terminated 
under the auspices of our present worthy Gornrnor, his excel­
lency, the Right Honorable, the Earl of Dunmore, we should be­
fore this time have made known to you our thankfulness for 
the very important ser,ices you ha,e rendered to your country, in 
conjunction with the worthy delEgates from the other provinces. 

"Your noble efforts for reconciling the )fother Country and 
the Colonies on rational and constitutional principles, and your 
pacific, steady and uniform conduct in all that arduous work 
entitle you to the esteem of all British Arneriea, and will im­
mortalize you in the annals of your country. We heartily con­
cur in your resolutions, t and shall in every instanee strictly and 
invariably adhere thereto. 

"We assure you, gentlemen, and all our countrymen, that 
we are a people whose hearts overflow with love and duty to our 
lawful sornreign, George Third, whose illustrious honse for sev­
eral successive reigns have been the guardians ·of the ci\·il and 
religious rights and liberties of British subjects as settled at the 
glorious Revolution; that we are willing to risk our lirns in the 

•Called Dunmore's V,ar, and ended by the battle at Point Pleasant. O~tober 
JO. 1774. 

+ These resolutions were passed on the 14th Uctober, 1774. Hinton's 'United States 
pp. 2~~-3-4. . 
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serrice of his )fajesty for the support of the Protestant religion 
and the rights and liberties of his subjects as they have been es­
tablished by Compact, Law, and Ancient Charter. We are 
heartily grieved at the differences which now subsist between the 
parent State and the Colonies, and most ardently wish to see 
harmony restored on an equitable basis, and by the most lenient 
measures that can be derised by the heart of man. )!any of us 
and our forefathers left our native land, considering it a king­
dom subjected to inordinate power, and greatly abridged of its 
liberties; we crossed the Atlantic, and explored this uncultivated 
wilderness, bordering on many nations of savages, and surrounded 
by mountains almost inaccessible to any but those very savages, 
who have incessantly been committing barbarities and depreda­
tious on us since our first seating this country. The fatigues 
and dangers we patiently encountered, supported by the pleasing 
hope of enjoying those rights and liberties which had been 
granted to Virginians, a11d were denied us in our native country, 
and of transmitting them inviolate to our posterity; but soon to 
these remote regions the hand of unlimited and unconstitutional 
power hath pursue,1 us, to strip us of that liberty and property 
with whieh God, nature, and the rights of humanity have vested 
us. "' e arc ready and willing to contribute all in our power for 
the support of His )Iajesty's government, if applied to consti­
tutionally, and when the grants are made by our own representa­
tives, but cannot think of submitting our liberty or property to 
the power of a venal British Parliament, or the will of a corrupt 
ministry. 

"We by no means desire to shake off our duty or our al­
legiance to our lawful sovereign, but, on the contrary, shall ever 
glory in being the loyal subjects of a Protestant Prince, de­
scended from such illustrious progenitors as long as we can enjoy 
the free exercise of our Religion as Protestants, and our Liberties 
and Properties as British subjects. 

"But if no pacific measures shall be proposed or adopted by 
Great Britain, an<l our enemies shall attempt to dragoon us out 
of these inestimable privileges which we are entitled to as sub­
jects, and to reduce us to a state of slavery, we declare that we 
are deliberately and resolutely determined never to surrender 
them to any power upon earth, but at the expense of our lives. 



FINCASTLE RESOL1JTIONS. 349 

"These are our real, though unpolished, sentiments of 
liberty, and loyalty, and in them we are resolved to live and die. 

"We are, gentlemen, with the most perfect esteem and re­
gard, your most obedient servants. 

COPY VERBATIM ET LITERATDI. 

By Dr. R. A. Brock. 

RICHMOND, V_\., April 30, JSf.18. 

"The spirit of freemen in Virginia was not of recent nor of 
ephemeral growth. Nearly ten years before the date of this 
meeting 'the Freeholders of Fincastle county, Virginia,' says 
)Ir. George Bancroft, 'received the plan to tax America by Par­
liament with collBternation.' 

" 'Patrick Henry then for the first time, a member of the 
Legislature, saw the time for the enforcement of the stamp tax 
drawing near, while all the other colonies, through timi4 hesita­
tion or the want of opportunity, still remained silent, and cau­
tious loyalty hushed the experienced statesmen of his own, made 
that celebrated speech in which he said, 'Tarquin and Caesar had 
each his Brutus; Charles the First, his Cromwell, and George 
the Third'-. 'Treason,' shouted the Speaker, 'Treason, treason,' 
was echoed around the house, while Henry, fixing his eye on the 
first interrupter, continued without faltering, 'may profit by 
their example.' " 

. "On the same day of this meeting, the Parliament of Eng­
land was discussing the right of taxing the American Colonies, 
when Lord Chatham delivered that eloquent speech in defense of 
the Colonies which endeared him to every American. In it he 
declared, 'But his Majesty is advised that the union in America 
cannot last. I pronounce it a' union, solid, permanent and 
effectual. Its real stamina is to be looked for among the cul­
tivators of the land; in their simplicity of life is found the in­
tegrity and courage of freedom. These true sons of the earth 
are invincible.' The spirit of the patriots of Fort Chiswell was 
inspiring the mind and heart of the British orator and states­
man. 

"ln Mr. Bancroft's account of this meeting of Freeholders, 
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he says it was near Abingdon. A distance of more than sixty 
miles separates the localities. 

"The Congress proceeded with great deliberatiou; its de­
bates were held with closed doors, and the honor of each mem­
ber was solemnly engaged not to disclose any of the discussions 
till such disclosure was declared advisable by the majority. It 
was not till the 14th of October that the following series of reso-
1 utions, which may be regarded as their grand declaration of 
rights and grienmces, was passed and promulgated. To abridge 
or analyze them would be an injustice to the memory of their 
authors, and to the fidelity of history. We therefore present 
them entire: 

"Resolved, unanimously, that the inhabitants of the Eng­
lish colonies in X orth America, by the immutable laws of nature, 
the principles of the English Constitution and the several char­
ters or compaets, have the foll~ing rights: 

"l. That they are entitled to life, liberty and property; and 
they haYe neYer ceded to any foreign power whatever a right to 
dispose of either without their consent. 

"2. That our ancestors who first settled these Colonies 
were, at the time of their emigration from the )lother Country, 
entitled to all the rights, liberties and immunities of free and 
natural-born subjects within the realm of England. 

''3. That by such emigration they by no means forfeited, 
surrendered, or lost any of those rights, but that they were, and 
their descendants now are, entitled to the exercise and enjoyment 
of all such of them as their local and other circumstances enable 
them to exercise and enjoy. 

"-!. That the foundation of English liberty, and of all free 
governments, is a right in the people to participate in their 
legislative council, and as the English colonists are not repre­
sented, and, from their loca1 and other circumstances, cannot 
properly be represented, in the British Parliament, they are en­
titled to a free and exclusive power of legislation in their several 
provincial legislatures, where their right of representation can 
alone be preservec'l, in all cases of taxation and internal policy, 
subject only to the negative of their sovereign, in such manner 
as ha~ been heretofore used and accustomed. But, from the 
necessity of the case, and a regard to the mutual interest of both 
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countries, we cheerfully consent to the operation of such acts of 
the British Parliament as are, bona.fide, restrained to the regnla­
tfon of our external commerce, for the purpose of securiug the 
commercial advantages of the whole empire to the :Mother Coun­
try, and the commercial benefit of its rcprcsentathe members; 
excluding every idea of taxation, internal or external, for raising 
a revenue on the subjects in America without their consent. 

"5. That the respective Colonies are entitled to the com­
mon law of England, and, more especially, to the great and in­
estimable privilege of being tried by their peers of the vicinity, 
according to the course of law. 

"(i. That they are entitled to the benefit of such of the 
English statutes as existed at the time of their colonization, and 
which they have, by experience, respectively found to be ap­
plicable to their several local and other circumstances. 

"7. That these, his Majesty's Colonies, are likewise en­
titled to all the immunities and privileges granted and con­
firmed to them by ~oyal charters, or secured hy their several 
codes of provincial laws. 

"8. That they have a right peaceably to assemble, consider 
of their griernnces and petition the King; and that all prosecu­
tions, prohibitory proclamations and commitments for foe same 
are illegal. 

"9. That the keeping a standing army in these Colonies in 
times of peace, without the consent of the Legislature of that 
Colony in which such army is kept, is against law. 

"10. It is indispensable to good go,ernment, and rendered 
essential by the English Constitution,that the constituent branches 
of the Legislature be independent of each other; that, therefore, 
the exercise of legislative power in several Colonies by a council 
appointed during pleasure by the Crown, is unconstitutional, 
dangerous and destructive to the freedom of American legisla­
tion. 

"All and each of which the aforesaid deputies, in behalf of 
themselves and their constituents, do claim, demand, and insist 
on as their indubitable rights and liberties, which cannot be 
legally taken from them, altered or abridged by any power 
whatever, without their conse~t, by their represl.ontatives in their 
several provincial legislatures. 
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" 'In the course of our inquiry,'" they proceed to say, "'we 
find many infringements and violations of the foregoing rights, 
which, from an ardent desire that harmony and mutual inter­
course of affection and interest may be restored, we pass over for 
the present, and proceed to state such acts and measures as have 
been adopted since the last war, which demonstrate a system 
formed to enslave America.' 

"In their address to the people of Great Britain, after 
ennmerating the several acts of Parliament deemed to be viola­
tions of their rights, they appeal for relief to the generosity, to 
the virtue, and to the justice of the nation. 'You have been 
told,' they say, 'that we are seditious, impatient of government, 
and desirous of independency. Be assured that these are not 
facis, but calumnies. Permit us to be as free as yourselves, and 
we shall ever esteem a union with yon to be our greatest glory 
and our greatest happiness; we sha11 ever be ready to contribute 
a11 in our power to the welfare of the whole empire; we shall 
consider your enemies as · our enemies, and your interest as onr 
own. But if yon are determined that yonr ministers shall 
wantonly sport with the rights of mankind; if neither the voice 
of justice, tlw dictates of law, the principles of the constitution, 
or the suggestions of humanity, can restrain your hands from 
shedding human blood in snrh an impious cause, we must then 
tell you that we will never '•submit to be hewers of wood aml 
drawers of water for any ministry or nation in the worl<l.'" 



TV. 

INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IX UTAH. 

(See Note p. :m.) 

The following graphic account of an Indian raid 
at Logan will give the reader an idea of the conditions 
under which William B. Preston and his people labored 
in founuing new settlements in Utah: 

"On Sunday, September 28th, 1862, while the people of 
Logan were at church, word came that a band of northern In­
dians had run off a band of horses from a point about two miles 
from Logan. )Ieeting was instantly dismissed, and volunteers 
called for to pursue the marauders a.nd ·recover the animals, if 
possible, the Indians having about tw~lve hours the start. _ J. H. 
:Martineau, T. E. Ricks, John B. and Moses Thatcher,with about 
twenty others, hastily took their horses and arms, and in twenty 
minutes were in hot pursuit of the Indians. The pursuers 
waited not for dinner, neither took any food or blankets with 
them, knowing the importance of time in all such enterprises. 
The party went north, being reinforced by minute men at Hyde 
Park anrl. Smithfield. Bear Hunter, who was then at Hyde Park, 
a chief of a local band of Indians, sent runners ahead to apprise 
the hostiles of the force in pursuit, which ultimately enabled 
them to escape with eighteen horses out of thirty, with which 
they first Atarted. The party pressed the hostiles vigorously, 
over rocks, mountains and defiles, and when in the mountains 
east of Franklin, detached J. E. Hyde to go to that place, get 
provisions for the party, and overtake them as soon as possible. 
The pursuers caught up to the Indians just at dark on Cub river, 
having ridden since noon about twenty-five miles, and having 
lost considerable time in hunting the trail in rocky and other 
unfavorable ground, the Indians trying as much as possible to 
conceal it. ·while the foremost pursuers were waiting for the 
rear to come up, some of their horses being much jaded, and the 
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Indians offering battle, night snddenly threw a pall over the 
scene; it became so llark neither party c:ould more, and both 
were compelled to camp, wl1ich they did in clo3e pro:-.imity. 

"The day had been Yery co1r1, and the men were chilled 
through, and, to make their position worse, a col<l sleety min 
began to fall, accompanied by a furious wind, which continned 
at interrnls all the long. anxious night. The men had no bed­
ding, but lay on the cold wet gronnd, cornred as much as pos­
sible from the driYing storm hy their sadrlles and saddle cloths­
without food or fire, not daring to make any on account of the 
known proximity of the hostiles. During the night one of the 
guard thought he heard some one passing by, bnt thinking it an 
Indian, kept still, waiting fnrther deYelopments. It afterwards 
appeared that the footsteps were those of II,vrle and two men 
from Franklin, with two horses packed with proYisions, who were 
searching for the party, bnt who not only missecl their friends at 
this time, but passed through the Yery eamp of the Indians. The 
latter did not molest them, £earing the main party, whose sen­
tinels were only a few rods from their own. We may here say 
that these three men with the proYisions did not fiml the main 
party until the thinl day, wandering a11 that time among the 
mountains, but happily without falling in with any hostiles. 
Three others of the pursuing party, who became separated from 
the main body in the pitchy darkness, sat all night long holding 
their horses by their bridles, exposed to the pitiless rain and 
piercing winds, only rejoining their comrades when the morning 
light revealed their position. 

"At the earliest dawn the whites mounted in pursuit; bnt 
the Indians had also taken the trail; and not until noon did the 
pursuers begin to come up with them. At that time a farnrite 
horsfl, belonging to ~loses Thatcher, which had somehow escaped 
the Indians, was recoYered, and nnmistakably manifested his 
joy at again meeting his master. :From this time until the pur­
suit was finally abandoned, horses that had girnn out were re­
taken, covered with foam anrl trembling in e\·ery fibre. The 
Indians gained time by coneealing their trail wheneYer practic­
able, and the time spent by the pursuers in finding it again was 
used to the best aclrnntage by the marauders. The pursuers fol­
lowe1l along rocky defllc,s and up mountains so steep that eaeh 
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rider, disrnonnting, and clinging to his horse's t:1il, with difficulty 
accomplished the ascent-and again desc-emling with almost as 
much difficulty and greater danger, they kept their tireless way. 
Some of the men whose horses were exhausted, followed with 
snch animals as were oYertaken from time to time, abandoned uy 
the raiders. Indians in such cases generally shoot the animals 
or prisoners they are compelled to abandon, but in this case they 
fearecl to reveal their position by discharging their guns. The 
pursnit, which began Sunday, was untiringly kept up until 
Tuesday night, when the Indians, finding themsehes unable to 
escape in a body, separated in every direction to again meet in 
some distant and safe locality. They scattere(l in a dense pine 
forest, which utterly precluded pursuit. A hurrietl council was 
held, in which the men said they would willingly go another day 
without fool1-the fourth-if they might recapture all the ani­
mals stolen, hut as there was no possibility of this thev reluc­
tantly turned homewards. It was afterwards ascertained that at 
this time the hostiles were so near, they saw the conncil held 
and lay in ambnsh, determined if longer followed, to fight to the 
last. · 

"About midnight of the 3oth, the party accidentally met the 
pro.-ision escort. The night was intensely dark, but both parties 
happened to be on the same trail, and each hearing the other's 
tread, and supposing the others to be Indians, halted and pre­
pared for fight. The main party hailing, a glad response prayed 
the others friends, and-best of all-with food for the company, 
which hao now been aliout three days without anything to eat, 
except a few handfuls of dried rosebuds, plucked by the way. 
The party reached home without further incident, haYing re­
covered eleven ont of thirty horses, one horse ha,ing been shot 
by them at the start. 

"This account is giYen in so much detail, to show the prompt 
and decisiYe manner in which the militia trentCL1 Indian raids. 
"\Ye may here remark, that it also exemplifies the practical work­
ing of the military system of the whole Territory from its first 
;.:ettlement." 
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