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Page Descent 
Line of Descent from Nicholas Page of England, to 

Charles Lawrence Peirson, of Boston 
Compiled by Charles Lawrence Peirson of Boston, from records of Miss Cnroline 

Wnllace Lawrence, Miss Eliza Pnge, Miss Anne L. l'ago, all of D,rnvers; 
the "History and Genealogy of the l'ago Family," by Charles 

Nash Page, of Des Moines, Iowa; Mr. Arthur Harlow of 
Boston; Mrs. Charles G. Page, of Washinl'[ton, D. C.; and 

Mr. G. Andrews Moriarty of Cambridge, Mas:mchusetts 
(Th.c tlahl I ■ 0 Or" with 11 

Fcoo Ounccttc between three 
martlcts uure.-C. N. l' AU& 

1st NICHOLAS PAGE lived in Esi,;ex, England, in 1'190. His son: 
Generntion. '-. / 
2nd HENRY PAGE was born at/Wembley, Middlesex County, Eng­
Gcmerntion. land, in 1'4~2. He moved· to Ess.ex County and was married 

in 1520. He later returned to Wembley and his three chil­
ren were born there .. ,IIis son: 

3rd JOHN PAGE, lJqrn at Wembley, England in 1521, married 
Gene1·ation. Audrey Redding of Hegeston, Middlesex County, in 1553. They 

had two sons: 
1. John 
2. Richard (4th generation)• 

4th RICHARD PA.GE was born in 1556 and married Frances 
Gencrntion. .Mudge, o:;/London. They had ten children, but the only sons 

known by name are, 
1. JoMi (5th generation) 
2. Richard 
8. _Thomas 

5th JOHN PAGE was born at·--MiddJe·-Tcmple, -in· London, in 1586 
Gcnemtion. and married Phoebe Ptiine* in 1 G20, and removed to Dedham, 

Essex County, England, and later went to America with his 
wife and three children, William, Phoebe and Daniel, in the 
shi1> "Jowol," 0110 of tho fleet under the leacle1·ship of Gov. 
John Winthrop. They left the port of Ymmouth, Eng-land, 
on April 8,.16:IO, un<l lanuc<l nt Sulem, Musi:lnchusetts. Shortly 
aftel'\vards they moved to Chal'lestown and then to the pen­
insula which is now occupied by th{! city of Boston. This 
company of about 100 persons, of whom John Page was a 
member, purchased the entire peninsula from William 
Blackstone, for a sum equalling about $150. They became the 
first real settlers of what is now known as the City of Bos-

• The English line of ·Payne descent is as follows: William Pnyne of Luvcnhnm in 
SutTollc Subsidy, 1568, and wife Joane, had a son William, who married, 1584, Agnes 
Neve. The children of William nnd Agnes (Neve) Payne were: William, who was a 
rncrdmnt ut U<mton; Phoebe, I.Jorn lfHM, marric,l 1621, ,Tohn Pngc: EliznlJclh, mnrriec.l 
William lluwarJ of Wat~rlown: llot'olhy, mnrl'lcll lit'. ( ':') l,;yrc. 



ton. The colonists, however, were diosati~ed with the m,ll 
there for farming purposes nnd many members <if the colony 
moved to Watertown, seven miles \Vest of Boston. John 
Page lived in Watertown' until his death, Dec;, 18, 1676, at 
th.a age of about 90 years. His wife Phoebe died at Water• 
town Sept. 25, 1677, aged 87 years. . 

John Page was a prominent man in the community, being 
appointed by the court as first constable of Watertown, Oct. 
19, 1630. He took the oath of fidelity the 18th of May, 1631. 
He and his family suffered many hardships. dUl'ing their first 
winter in America. Their house was burned by the falling 
of a coal in the dry leaves as fire was being carried from a 
neighbor's house. . 

The children of John and Phoebe (Paine) Page were: 
1. William, born in England 
2. John (6th generation) born 1630-probably in England 
3. Samuel, born August 20, 1633 
4. Daniel, born August 16, 1634 
5. Elizabeth 
6. Mary 
7. Phoebe 
8. Joseph 

6th JOHN PAGE was born in 1630 (probably in England). In 
Generation. 1652 he took the oath of fidelitv in Massachusetts. He later 

seemed to have acquired some "property, for we find that he 
sold a piece of land in 1662 and the same year moved to Gro~ 
ton, a settlement 35 miles northwest of Boston. The 
following year he sold 40 acres of land in Watertown to 
Thomas Hastings. He was married in Groton, May 12, 1664. 
to Faith Dunster,* niece of Henry Dunster, first President of 
Harvard College, a Puritan clergyman, who is said to 
have emigrated to escape the tyranny of Archbishop 
Laud. He was elected town clerk of Groton for the year 

• The Dunster family wns of Snxon origin and nppean1 of prominence in Lancaster, 
England, as mrly ns \5-13. Faith's descent from Robert and Henry Dunster of Tottenham 
nnd Bul~holt in Bury, Lnncnshire, is as follows: · 

HenTy, b. abt. 1560= 
I 

I !Bllr-11 

Robert or Henry Dun;ter = 
d. 1599 d, 1592 

I 
Robert b. nbt. 1556:::: J eny 

,-----------') 

Alice Dunster= Wm. Fletcher 
I 

Henry= 
I ! 

I 1636 I I 
Alice Fletcher = Robert Dunster :Rev. lienry Dunster, M.A. 
bp. Juno 24, ~Gl5 I 

Faith! Dunster = John Paire of Groton 



1668. He served as representative for Groton in 
the General Court, held in Boston under the charter of Wil­
liam and Mary, King and Queen of Eng ht nd, in the year 
1692. He later moved back with his wifo to Watertown 
where she died April 3, 1699. He served as Selcclman of 
Watertown for the years 1695-1698 inclusive, and repre­
sentative in 1'/00. He married a second wife, the···widow of 
-Emery Lamb, Sept. 5, 1699. John Page died 1712, leaving 
the following children: 
1. John, born Dec. 10, 1669 
2. Samuel (7th generation) born June 4, 1672. 
3. Mary, born June 9, 1675 
4. Jonathan, born June 24, 1677 

'1th SA1HUEL ·~AGE was born at Groton, June 4, 1672. He mar­
Generation. ried Sarah Lawrence, a daughter of Deacon Nathaniel and 

Sarah (Morse) Lawrence. Her father's will showed that 
she died at some time before August 4, 1718. Samuel's 
second wife was Martha. (No record is found of her last 

~wrenoeCoatoHrma name or dates of either marriage). She died Sept. 22, 1746. 
·· He married July 9, 1747, a third wife, Sarah (Holland) Paree. 

He died Sept. 7, 1747. He is called the Samuel Page of South 
Carolina* because he spent several years there, having moved 
from the North (Groton, Massachusetts) where he was 
so much troubled by the Indians, when his ,eldest son was 

:~:•;f,: - f:· •,i.: about a year old. Gr-0ton was incorporated in 1G55 and in 
.·.\ =--- J;. 1676 all the houses that were not garrisoned w.ere burned by 
~ '--- ''I' ~ the Indians. It is supposed that Samuel Page left l\fass­
~ a~hus~tts afte_r Groton was burned. The method of set-
~ thng m Carolina was to pitch upon a space of ground, and 

"H• bcarelh ermine, aeroµ either ~o. purch!1se it at the rate of £20 for 1,000 acre~, and 
,agul•d 011101 by tho nam• one sh1llmg quit rent fo:r: every 1,000 acres, or otherw~se to 
of Lawrence of L•,.,nthlro" pay a penny an acre quit rent yearly to the proprietors 
-K.EM-r'slinAwnv. without purchase money, He remained in the South about 

20 years, returning then to Massachusetts. After his return 
he received the rents of his plantation annually and they 
were sufficient for his maintainence. Following his death no 
care wa~ taken by the heirs to establish their claims to his 
property. The deed was finally lost and it is not known 
where the plantation was situated, but some suppose it to 
make a part of the city of Charleston. After his return to 
Massachusetts, he located about eight miles from Groton, in 
the dense wilderness. He called the locality "Turkey Hills," 

• G. Andrews Morinrty, Jr., now of Cambridge. whose grandmother wns a daughter 
of Cnpt. Samuel Pnge, the son of Col. Jeremiah Page, writes, in 1916: "In the Office of 
the Secretary of State nt Columbia, S. C., in the Proprietors' Grants, Vol. xxxviii, page 
458, we hnve 'granted to Samuel Page 300 ncres on the South side of the Ashley River, 
bounded N. E. on John lla1·bin, 8, E. on James Stnnyarne, N. W. and S. \V. on land 
not lnid out, 5 Sept. 1704.' In Vol. xxxix, page 47, '!lTnnted Samuel Page 61 acres '" 
Jlerkley County, bounded north on Ralph Elme.s, enst on William L:>d$cn, south on Capt. 
Thomwi D1·ayton. 6 Sept. 1714.' Siirncd by Chu,·lcs Craven, R"l11h lzarel, Charles !fart."' 



nntl he is styled by historians, "The Pioneer of the Wilder­
ness," and "Tho Patriach of Turkey Hills.'' -John Warner 
Barber, a Massachusetts historian, says: "When the order or 
grant of the General Court passed in 1719, there was but one 
family residing in the territory of "Turkey Hills." The 
head of this family was Samuel Page, universally designated 
by the honorable title of "Old Governor Page." When the 
General Courts Committee (as they were style<l) first visited 
the place in December, 1719, in performance of their duty, 
they found Gov. Page, whose faithful subjects were composed 
of his wife, Martha, and several promising children, occupy­
ing a comfortable habitation on the southerly side of Clark's 
Hill, a few rods to the rear of the barn belonging to Micah 
Marshall. It was opposite tlie principal graveyard in which 
he and several of his descendants are buried, His grave­
stone still stands, bearing the following inscription: "Here 
lies buried ye body of Mr. Samuel Page. He was ye first 
that settled in this town, who departed this lifo September 
ye 7, A. D. 1747 in ye 76 year of his age." 

Gov. Page had no title to the land he was cultivaling, for 
it was then public domain and belonged to his Majesty's prov­
ince of Massachusetts. However, during the y.ear 1719 the 
land was surveyed by the Government and the township given 
the name of Lunenburg. The surveyors were greatly sur­
prised to find anyone living thel'e, and on May 11, 1720, when 
the allotment of the land was made, they granted him the 
land he was occupying. As to his residence being near the 
centre of Lunenburg, there can be little doubt, for the land 
on which the first pound was built was purchased of him, and 
he was made the poundkeeper. The following extract was 
taken from the Boston Globe in 1875: "On December 1, 1719, 
with biskit, cheese and ginger, to carry into the woods, of the 
value of 1256 d old tenor, also a surveyor's chain and other 
implements, a committee of the Great & General Court went 
into the wilderness to lay out the township of Lunenburg, so 
numetl in honor of George tho Second, ono of whose titles was 
Duk,c of Lunenburg-, in Germany. There they found Samuel 
Page with his family, alone and monarch of ull he surveyed. 
His neighbors were at Groton on the East, at Lancaster on 
the South and on the borders of the Connecticut River on th-0 
W est. He had returned from South Carolina sometime be• 
tween 1 713•1719." 

Gov. Page had by his first wife one son, 
Samuel (8th generation) 

His other children were: 
1. Elizabeth, born March 23, 1719 
2. Zachariah 
3. Danbl, born August 10, 1722 
4. Martha 
5. Benjamin 
6. Thomas 



8th SAMUEL PAGE was born in Groton, l\fassac:husctts, one year 
aenoratlon previous to his father's emigration to Carolina. He mal"l'ied 

for his first wife Susannah Lawrence, and for his s.ccond wife 
his second wife Ruth ---. He resided in Medford. 

The children of Susannah were: 
1. Susannah, born March 6, 1719 
2. Sam.itel (9th generation) born November 9, 1721; died 

February 5, 1794 
8, Jeremiah, born October, 1722, married, first, in Danvers, 

Sarah Andrews, who died Mar: 1, 1776; married, second, 
in Danvers, June 12, 1776, Martha Crosby, who died 
Jan. 7, 1807; he died June 6, 1806, He was a firm 
patriot of the Revolution, his house being a meeting 
place for the sons of liberty prior to the call to arms. 
From a Captain of the Militia in 1 '778, he arose to rank of 
Lt.-Colonel, serving at the battle of White Plains. 
Children, all born in Danvers, by first marriage: Sarah, 
born Feb. 6, 1751, married, fit·st, Robert Foster, and 
second, Tarrant Putnam, and died Aug. 24, 1802; Capt. 
Sarniiel,* born July 1, 1753, died Sept. 2, 1814, married 

Rebecca Putnam, by whom he had a son Jeremiah, 
master mariner, who was born June 2, 1796, married 
Rebecca Pinder, and died Nov. 1, 1867, having served as 
President of the Salem Marine Insurance Company; 
Mary, born Sept. 9, 1755, married, first, Dr. Andrew Put­
nam1 second, Benjamin Kent, and died Nov. 23, 1788; 
Elizabeth, born Feb. 26, 1758, married Samuel Goodridge; 
Anna, born Mar. 31, 1760, died Oct. 9, 1777; Lydia, born 
Dec. 10, 1762, married Capt. John Greene; Hannah, born 
Nov. 20, 1764, married William Carroll, mariner; 
Nathan, born Apr. 18, 1767, settled in Ohio. Children, 
by second marriage: Jeremiah, born May 30, 1777, 
married Martha Endicott; John, born Jan. 22, 1779, 
married Mary Fowler, and had several sons and 
daughters, the youngest being Anne Lemist Page, the 
J?ioneer kindergartner; ltfartha, born Oct. 15, 1780, mar­

ried John Fowler. 
4. Anne, born March 27, 1726 
6. Simeon, born November 16, 1730 
6. Mary, born October 9, 1732 

Miss Anne L. Page, late of Danvers, gran<ldm1r1:htcr or 
Jeremiah Page and cousin of Charles Lawrence Peirson of 
Boston, gave the following interesting nceount of a bill of 
sale of some slaves purchased by her gran<lfuther in 17GG. 

"Danvers, Mass., April 19, 17Gfi. 
"Received of Mr. Jeremiah Pago<', Fifty-eight pounds 

thirteen shillings & four pence, lawful money, and a ncgro 
woman called Dinah, which is in full for a negro womnn 

----------------------------------
• See Essex Institute Collections, Vol, 4, for his Revolutionary sc,rvices, 



called Combo and a negro girl called Cate and a negro child 
called Deliverance or Dill, which I now sell and deliver to said 
Jeremiah Page. 

"John A. Bancroft 
''Ezek. C. Malsh" 

"John Tapley." 

Deliverance, or 14Dill", as she was always called, was the 
youngest of the three named on the bill of sale, and was then 
only a child. The valuable part of the purchase, in the buy•. 
er's estimation, must have been the two older ones-Dill's 
mother and sister. These two <lied in a year or two. Dill 
lived to good old age and, with other members of the family, 
I attended her funeral in Saint Peter's Church in Salem, of 
which she was a member. 

I think her death occurred some time in the forties. She 
made up for the loss of the other two, Combo and Cate. She 
was a faithful nurse to the children and became a cook of 
renown. I remember when she came to the homestead to 
spend a day each year. We childr:m liked to stay in tho 
kitchen with Dill who told us stories and made gingerbreu(l 
for us that was always of the best. In return for her faithful 
service she was always treated kindly in my grandfather's 
family. My Aunt Carroll once •told me that the children did 
not dare to tease Dill for fear of their father's displeasure, 
and as she stood by his coffin in 1806, she was heard to say: 
'He was a good man.'. 

It was not an .1ncommon thing until after the Revolution 
to hold slaves. African trade was carried on by people in 
Salem and vicinitv and then vessels often returned with a 
few slaves as a part of their cargo. These slaves found a 
ready sale, for the New England conscience still slumbered 
and slept, so far as slavery was concerned. It is a well 
authenticated fact that slaves of both sexes were commonly 
held as family slaves, even by many of the clergy, who some­
times nc(Juired them by purchase, and sometimes received 
them us presents from their purshioners. 

Miss Lucy Larcom gives Dill a pince in the poem of the 
"Gambrel Roof", but this was by :poetic license. 
. Dill loved to tell us stories of the 'goings on' in the old 

times, and would never have omitted the story of the roof­
party if she had known it. Besides, the tea-drinking was, and 
had to be a profound secret between the three tea-drinkers, 
who went slyly up the scuttle stairs and sat on the roof and 
drank their tea that afternoon. Mrs. Page, the hostess, died 
within the year. Mrs. John Shillaber, by whom the account 
of the event was transmitted, moved to Salem soon after it 
happened. It was only in her old age, when all who would 
have been disturbed by it had been gone many years, that she 
told her story to her daughters. It was from the lips of one 
of the daughters that I heard the story as she told it to my 



8th SAMUEL PAGE was born in Groton, l\fassachusetts, one year 
oenoratlon previous to his father's emigration to Carolina. He married 

for his first wife Susannah Lil.wrence, and for his second wife 
his second wife Ruth ---. He resided in Medford. 

The children of Susannah were: 
1. Susannah, born March 6, 1719 
2. Sam.uel (9th generation) born November 9, 1721; died 

February 5, 1794 
3. Jeremiah, bom October, 1722, married, first, in Danvers, 

Sarah Andrews, who died Mar: 1, 1776; married, second, 
in Danvers, June 12, 1776, Martha Crosby, who died 
Jan. 7, 1807; he died June G, 1806. He was a firm 
patriot of the Revolution, his house being a meeting 
place for the sons of liberty prior to the call to arms. 
From a Captain of the Militia in 177:3, he arose to rank of 
Lt.-Colonel, serving at the lmttle of White Plains. 
Children, all born in Danvers, by first marriage: Sm·ah, 
born Feb. G, 1751, married, first, Robert Foster, and 
second, Tarrant Putnam, and died Aug. 24, 1802; Capt. 
Samuel,* born July 1, 1753, died Sept. 2, 1814, mal'ried 

Rebecca Putnam, by whom he had a son Jeremiah, 
master mariner, who was born June 2, 1796, married 
Rebecca Pinder, and died Nov. 1, 1867, having served as 
President of the Salem Marine Insurance Company; 
Mary, born Sept. 9, 1755, marri.ed, first, Dr. Andrew Put­
nam, second, Benjamin Kent, and died Nov. 23, 1788; 
Elizabeth, born Feb. 26, 1768, married Samuel Goodridge; 
Anna, born Mar. 31, 1760, died Oct. 9, 1777; Lydia, born 
Dec. 10, 1762, married Capt. John Greene; Hannah, born 
Nov. 20, 1764, married William Cal'roll, mariner; 
Nathan, born Apr. 18, 1767, settled in Ohio. Children, 
by second marriage: Jeremiah, born May 30, 1777, 
married Martha Endicott; John, born Jan. 22, 1779, 
married Mary Fowler, and had several sons and 
daughters, the youngest being Anne Lemist Page, the 
].Jioneer kindergartner; Martha, born Oct. 15, 1780, mur­

rieu John Powlcr. 
4. Anne, born March 27, 1726 
6. Simeon, born November 16, 1730 
6. Mary, born October 9, 1732 

Miss Anne L. Page, late of Danvers, grandc.laui~htcr or 
Jeremiah Page and cousin of Charles Lawrence Peirson of 
Boston, gave tho following interesting actotmt 0f a bill of 
sale of some slaves purchased by her grandfather in 17GG. 

"Danvers, Mass., April 19, 17GG. 
"Received of Mr. Jeremiah Pn,1;1', Fifty-eight pounds 

thirteen shillings & four pence, lawful money, and a ncgro 
woman called Dinah, which is in full for a negro woman 

-----------------------------·---
• See Essex Institute Collections, Vol, 4, for his Rcvolutionury services. 



called Combo and a negro girl called Cate and a negro child 
called Deliverance or Dill, which I now sell and deliver to said 
Jeremiah Page. 

"John A. Bancroft 
"Ezek. C. Malsh" 

"John Tapley," 

Deliverance, or "Dill", as she was always called, was the 
youngest of the three named on the bill of sale, and was then 
only a child. The valuable part of the purchase, in the buy• 
er's estimation, must have been the two older ones-Dill's 
mother and sister. These two died in a year or two. Dill 
lived to good old age and, with other members of the family, 
I attended her funeral in Saint Peter's Church in Salem, of 
which she was a member. 

I think her death occurred some time in the forties. She 
made up for the loss of the other two, Combo and Cate. She 
was a faithful nurse to the children and became a cook of 
renown. I remember when she came to the homestead to 
spend a day each year. We childr:m liked to stay in tho 
kitchen with Dill who told us stories and made gingerbread 
for us that was always of the best. In return for her faithful 
service she was always treated kindly in my grandfather's 
family. My Aunt Carroll once •told me that the children did 
not dare to tease Dill for fear of their father's displeasure, 
and as she stood by his coffin in 1806, she was heard to say: 
'He was a good man.'. 

It was not an -uncommon thing until after the Revolution 
to hold slaves. African trade was carried on by people in 
Salem and vicinitv and then vessels often returned with a 
few slaves as a part of their cargo. These slaves found a 
ready sale, for the New England conscience still slumbered 
and slept, so far as slavery was concerned. It is a well 
authenticated fact that slaves of both sexes were commonly 
held as family slaves, even by many of the clergy, who some­
times ncf)uired them by purchase, and sometimes received 
them us presents from their pnrshionors. 

Miss Lucy Larcom gives Dill a place in the poem of the 
"Gambrel Roof", but this was by poetic license. 
. Dill loved to tell us stories of the 'goings on' in the old 

times, and would never have omitted the story of the roof­
party if she had known it. Besides, the tea-drinking was, and 
had to be a profound secret between the three tca-d1·inkers, 
who went slyly up the scuttle stairs and sat on the roof and 
drank their tea that afternoon. Mrs. Page, the hostess, died 
within the year. Mrs. John Shillaber, by whom the account 
of the event was transmitted, moved to Salem soon after it 
happened. It was only in her old age, when all who would 
have been disturbed by it had been gone many years, that she 
told her story to her daughters. It was :from the lips of one 
of the daughters that I heard the story as she told it to my 



father and mother, neither of whom had been born at the time. 
Col. Page would have felt disgraced and perhaps would have 
been mobbed-so strong was the fcelini; again:;t. tea-using. 

In her last years, Dill lived in a small, tmpuintrcl house 
in North Salem, now North Street, with a willow tree nt the 
door, on which, in Summer, a parrot in a green cag·e hu1,g·, 
and called to the horses, in imitation of drivers of teams us 
they passed the house. 

Dill wrote verses. Anstiss, her daughter, told me that 
when 'Ma'am wanted to rhyme up' she would take a basket 
and go into the woods and bring home some poetry. I could 
see where the woods might be an inspiration, but the basket 
seemed irrelevant. One of the verses in a poem of some 
length rnn thus: 

'The minister he stands in the pulpit so high 
And tells us from the Bible that wo all must die!' 

The refrain between each verse ran: 
'They stole us from Africa, the home of the free, 
And brought us in bondage across the blue sea.' 

Peace to her· memory! Stolen from Africa, but not ex­
actly the 'home of the free'. From a little, ignorant, friend­
less black child, she came to bo an unusually intelligent, 
amiable, Christian woman.'' 

9th SAMUEL PAGE was born in Medford, Nov. 9, 1721. He marri• 
Generation. ed Elizabeth Clark, Mar. 25, 1747. She died in Medford, May 

13, 1763. He died Feb. 5, 1794, "in Danvers after a short but 
distressing sickness aged 72 years, 2 months and 15 days." * 
There were eight children: 
1. Elizabeth, born Nov. 27, 1747; died Oct. 3, 1753. 
2. Samuel, born Dec. 13, 1749; married, Lois, daughter of 

Capt. Richard and Hannah (Lee) of Manchester. He 
died of consumption, July 24, 1785, and was buried in 
Salem in the Charter Street Cemetery. He was a mer­
chant, highly esteemed, a member of the Philosophical 
Library Association and represented Salem in the Legis­
lature at ihe time of his death. They lived nt 3(i[j li::c1<1cx 
Street, in the house built by Joseph .Cabot in 1747-8, 
afterward the home of Judg-e William C. Endicott. Pris­
cilla Sewall Webste1·, in "Personal Reminiscences," has 
written: "Mr. Pag-e was so fond of music that he 
had an orchestra stationed in his hall at meal hours ( or 
at dinner) and this gave rise to the saying among the 
common people that 'Mr. Page was such a grand gentle­
man he had to have his victuals played down his throat.' 
The mother, Lois Lee Page, <lfod when the· second son 
Jere was an infant. Though he never knew her, he bore 
through life a great reverence for her memory. The 
only article he possessed belonging to his young mother, 

• Much Information conccrnini; thill brunch of the family hna been obt.uincd from the 
Bible record of Col. John Pni;e. 



who, report says, was exceptionally lovely, was a samp­
ler wrought by Lois Lee m the 13th year of her age, 
1755. This he looked upon as an inestimable treasure, 
the most valuable of nil his possessions, and being es­
pecially devoted to our eldest daughter Emilie, he pre­
sented to her when he left Washington. It hangs in 
the library framed as it was 130 years ago, the colors 
undimmed by time and every letter and flower as per­
fect as when completed by the little fingers." Th.eir 
children: Elizabeth, born Mar. 15, 1776, died Jan. 5, 1799; 
Sanmel Lee, master mariner, born Nov. 14, 1777, married 
Jane Rust, died Feb. 1, 1834, his portrait being in the 
Marine room, Salem; Jeremiah Lee, born May 13, 1779, 
married Lucy Derby Lang, and had one son, Charles 
Grafton Page.* Samuel, married second, name of wife not 
known, and had: Josiah Clark, born Feb •. 24, 1781; 
Nathanel, born Aug. 13, 1782, married Sarah Lang. 

&. John, born in Medford, Nov. 20, 1751; married, Nov. 25, 
1773, Sarah, daughter of Benjr..min and Eunice (Nurse) 
Porter of Danvers, who was born in the southern purt of 
Danvers, Aug. 22, 1752, and died Oct. 6, 1791; she was 
descended from the Nurse, Fawkner, Towne, Blessing, 
Endicott, Felton, Skelton, Travis and Cogan families; he 
died Dec. 1, 1838, in Salem, and was buried in a tomb in 
the Broad Street Cemetery. He was a Lt.-Colonel in the 
Revolution, · and was engaged in the ship chandlery 
business for upwards of forty years, with Samuel Ropes. 
Children: John, Jr.,* a merchant, born in Danve~1 Apr. 
21, 1774, married Mary, daughter of Maj. David warren 
and Mary (Rawson) Leland of Grafton, and died at 
Salem, Oct. 21, 1827, aged 63 years, 4 months, who had 

• Prof. Chnrles Grafton Pnge was born on Chestnut Street. Salem, nnd died in Waeh• 
lnQ'ton, U. G. Ho <llHcov<Jrcd lho 1,rinciple of tho tcicµhon<>, invented induction coil and 
circuit lircaker. His wile wu• l'rl•cllla Scwull W"IJ~\ur, '!'heir oun, Dr. Willinnl M<Jrccr 
S1,l'iv.i, mnrricd Lucy Dcrliy Pnge. The portraits of Jeremiah Le~ l'u;(c ant.I hl• wir~ nnd 
ot Mrs. Priadlla s.,wull Wel>ijti:r Pn1ie !lre now In thu possession of M111. Sprilfl!', who 
r<lHit.lee in W11Bbingto11. 

t Children of John and Mary (Lelllnd) Pnge; John Porter, l,orn Mny 12, 1802, mnr­
rlcd Elizabeth 0. Farnsworth, his miniature huvin~ been stolen in Salem ln June, 1~14; 
Si.lly l'ortcr and 'Mury Lclimd, twins, horn Sept, 20, 1!!03, und died young; Sully Murin, 
Lorn FclJ. 26, lijU(i; Suruh l'urtcr, twin, Lorn Mu1·. 20, 1800, murricd Lovdl Daltcr; Mary 
Lcli.nd, twin, born Mar. 29, U!06, manict.l Ca11L. Joocph Cheever, oon of Cnpl. Nalhunlcl, 
and grant.Ison of Daniel and Sarah (Hllwthorne) Cheever (11lso descended from the llow­
diteh, Gardner, Holgravc, Gooch, Elkins, Hutchinson and Porter families) ; Ituth Holman, 
born Felt. 2, 1!!08, married, ufle1· her sister's death, Capt, Joseph Cheever, and h.id Joseph 
Augustus, Charl!,Oll, Lclund anti A1·Lhur Hutchinson Cheever; l~limbcth Warren, Lorn June 
19, 1809, died young: Elizabeth Whitney Page, married Josiah Choute Chccvct·, who wus 
born in Salem, Aug. 9, 1809, and died Apr. 8, 1849, leaving a duughter. Mary Page Cheever. 
who. married Edward Dexter Harlow, 10n of Dexter and Morgiana (Smith) Harlow; 
Lucretia Leland, born June 20, 18:ti. 



the distinction of having sat on Lafayette's knee and 
whose portrait, in pastel, made in 1784, was destroyed 
in the Salem fire, June 25, 1914; Samuel, born in Dan­
vers, Mar. 30, 1776, died June 11, 1777; J os-iah, born in 
Salem Apr. 24, 1779, died June 22, 1780; Josiah, born in 
Salem, Sept. 1, 1781, married, Elizabeth, daughter ui 
Dr. Elisha Whitney of Beverly, and died June, 1810, 
"Drowned on the Coast of Sumatra, the Boat in which 
he was going on shore being upsett in the serf," a port­
rait of him having been destroyed in the Salem fire of 
1914. John, Sr., married againt on July 10, 1793, Ruth, 
daughter of Dea. Samuel and Ruth:t. (Hunt) Holman, 
who was born in Salem, June 16, 1'761, and died Sept. 
28, 1833. Children by this marriage: Sa11mel, a sea 
captain, born in Salem, May 22, 1794, dietl at Valparaiso, 
June, 1838, married, Feb. 21, 1831, Sar:.ih Elizabeth Kel­
ley a native of Peel, Isle of Mun, their son Samuel Hol­
man Page, being born Sept. 8, 1832, in Norwalk, Conn.; 
William, born in Salem, Mar. 6, 179G, married Lucy 
Winn1 and died at Lynn Sept. 9, 1844; EUzabeth, (called 
ElizaJ born in Salem, Oct. 9, 1799, died there in 1870; 
Henry Lawrence, born in Sal2m, June 9, 1802, died May 
29, 1803. 

4. Elizabeth, born Dec. 1, 1763; died of consumption, May 19, 
1774. 

5. Sarah, born Oct. 7, 1755; married Samuel Peirson of Salem, 
and later of Biddeford, Maine, in 1783. 

6. Abigail (10th generation), born Feb. 11, 1758. 
7. 

8. 

Josiah1 born Jan. 15, 1760; died of smallpox at Walling­
fora, Conn., Jan. 19, 1777, ag·ed 17 years, 4 days. He 
was a baker at Fort Washington and was made pris­
oner by the British, who turned him with the other 
prisoners into the fields of Harlem, and there he was 
kept four days and four nights with.out food, which 
threw him into a fever, and when in York he was kept 
in a hospital without tire or unything that was com­
fortable. He was carriod through inox1H·ci;siblo suffer­
ings and cruel usage, and. was landed at Medford, Jan, 
2, 1777. He was on board ship 11 days, there contract­
ing smallpox, from which he died. 

Susannah, born March 20, 1763; died Oct, SO, 1855, aged 
92 years. 

• Mr. Henry Fitz Waters of Salem stated that he found in the marrhu:-e record.& that 
John Page married, second, Esther Mackey, Jnn, 22, 1792, but no such mnrriui;c Is record­
ed in the Colonel's Bible. 

t Ruth we.a the daughter of William and Eunlco (llowditch) Hunt. 



10th 
Ge1111ratlun, 

ABIGAIL PAGE was born in Groton, Feb. 11, 1758. She 
moved with her father to Salem in 1775, On August 6, 1780, 
she married Abel Lawrence, a merchant of Salem, whose 
father, Abel Lawrence, was the second son of Col. William 
and Susannah Lawrence of Groton.• Abel Lawrence, husband 
of Abigail, died Dec. 4, 1822, aged 68 years, and Abigail died 
Jan. 14, 1839, ,They wera survived by nine children: 

1. John Buckley, born Dec. 23, 1784; died Sept. 8, 1831 
2. Abel, born Sept. 6, 1786; died Sept. 14, 1862. He mar­

ried Caroline Wallace, who died Oct'. 19, 1828. Their 
children were: Caroline Wallace, died June 18, 1898; 
Mary Wallace, died Dec. 27, 1870; Elizabeth Clark, died 
July 17, 1876. 

3. Mary Norris, born April 28, 1798; died April 9, 1862 
4. Henry, born Dec, 14, 1789; died August 13, 1798 
5. Elizabeth Clark, born Aug. 15, 1791. 
6. Harriet (11th generation) born July 4, 1793; died Nov. 

13, 1870 
7. Charles, born Oct.7.1795; died Dec. 21, 1879. He mar­

ried Lucy Ann Ward. 
8, Jane, born Dec. 24, 1799; died--. She married Benj. 

Perkins. 
9. Sarah Susannah, born March 13, 1805; died July 2, 1835 

She married George Washington Endicott, May 5, 1834, 

11th HARRIET LAWRENCE, born July 4, 1793, in Salem; died 
c.,neration. Nov. 13, 1870. She married her cousin, Abel Lawrence Peir­

son, son of Samuel Peirson of Biddeford, Maine, April 18, 
1819. They moved to Salem, where they always resided. 

Their children were: 
12th 1. Edwnrd Brooks, born Jan. 22, 1820; died Nov. 18, 1874 
Gcncrnllon. 2. Abby Lawrence, born July 80, 1821; dil)d Muy 20, rnoa 

3. Abc1 Luwrcnce, born July 24, 1824; died Aug. 30, 1871 

•"Col. William Lawrence was a soi, of John and Anna •rurbel\ Luwrcnco, nntl \vM 
ham at Cambridp;e Farms, now Lexington, on August 11, 1697. He died May 19, 1764, 
His father soon after his marriage, removed from Groton to Cambridge Farms, whet·e 
he hnd a large family of ehildt·en. Col. Willinm Lawrence married Susnnnah, daughter 
of Joni\& and Mary (Lolser) Prescott on June 27, 1722, They were blessed with six 
children who grew up and had families. Their eldest child, the Reverend William 
Lnwr~nee, born at Groton on Mny 7, 1728, WIUI a iiraduate of Harvard College, Clas, 
of 1748,-the fir•t of the· nume aL that lnatitutlon,-and the minister of tho Church of 
Christ in Lincoln for more than thirty-one yeani. Their second sun, Abel, born F~b. 25, 
1729 or SO, represented the town of Groton and the districts of Pepperell and Sh!dey in 
the General Court for four years from 1762 followina- his father In that capacity, He 
wns the town clerk of Groton for seven yen1·a from March 1, 1767, o. selcclmo.n and a 
illlltice al the peace, anll the father of tho late Abel Lawrence, Esq .. of Salem." 

from ''The Lawyers of Groton" 
by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

The Rt. Reverend William Lawrence, Bishop of Massachusetts, is a representative 
nt the present day (A. D. l\ll5) of the family of Col. William Lawrence. 



4 8 h { born Dec. 22, 1826. John died of croup, Oct. 22, 
· Joahran 1329; Sarah died of a luni complaint., Dec. '.:G, 6• 1829. 

6. Harriet Lawrence, born Sept. 2!>, 1831; died June 7, 1880, 
She married William Ladd Ropes. 

7. James Jackson, born Jun. 15, 1H?4; died Dec. 18, 1847. 
7. CHARLES LAWRENCE, born Jan. 15, 1834. He moved to 

Boston about 1866, after the close of the Civil War, 
and married Jan. 19, 1873, Emily Russell, daughter of 
Geo. R. Russell of Boston. She died June 7, 1908. 



Addenda 
LAWRENCE. 

EARLY HISTORY OF TEE LAWRENCE FAMILY IN THIS COUNTRY 
-~ 
I}y Caroline Wallace Lawrence, of Do.overs 

Among the fii_inilies that came from England and first settled in 
Watertown "".ere those of Sir Richard Saltonstall, Rev. George Phillips; 
in all, a dozen or n1ore that came over in the "Arbella," a ship that 
arrived in Salem, June, 1630, 

Proceeuing from Salem to Charlestown, they passed up tho Clmrles 
River about four miles and began a settlement, the fourth in the Colony. 

On the - earliest list of proprietors is found the name of John 
Lawrence. 

His homestead of eight (8) acres was bounded East by Common 
Street; South by John Biscoe's homestead; West by his. 

He was the grantee of 10 lots and purchaser of Isaac Cumming's 
grant of 35 acres in the "Great Dividends." On his removal to Groton 
in 1662, he sold his homestead, a dwelling-house, and about 13 acres, 
"being the now mansion ho\,lse of the said John Lawrence," to John 
Biscoe. -

It is now more than 200 years since the death in Groton, Massachu­
setts, of John Lawrence of Wisset, England. 



THE PAGE HOUSE IN DANVERS. 
By Caroline Wn.llace Lawrence 

This house has so much of history of Revolutionary times connected 
with it that it cannot but be interesting. The connection with our 
branch of the family is that its builder and founder was the youngest 
brother of my great grandfather, Samuel Page. · The two families have 
always kept up a pleasant and free intercourse for all the years. 

The house is situated on the corner of Elm and Maple Streets* in 
Danvers, in the center of the town, built by Col. Jeremiah Page. The 
house has been occupied by descendants. ever since, and is now by Miss 
Anne L. Page, the granddaughter of Col. Jerembh Pag<.l. It was her 
futher's birthplace, and she takes pleasure in keeping the old house in 
ord-0r after the old way. It was built by his father, Col. Jeremiah Page, 
about 1760. Tho exact date is not known. Col. Jeremiah Page planted 
iho old elms in front of the old house when he was 25 years old, 1747. 
One only remains, and the other is bearing the marks of very old age. 

His first wife was Sarah Andrews, the "Mistress Audrey" of :ilfiss 
Lucy Larcom's poem, "The Gambrel Roof." 

In those early days the history of this house was linked in one way 
with the Royal Governor, Thomas Gage. 

At that time, Gov. Gage was keeping up a royal establishment at 
the house now called "The Lindens" and owned by Mr. Francis Peabody. 
Ho was there by invitation of the owner, Robert Hooper, of Marblehead. 
Gov. Gage occupied the southwest front room of the Pag-e house for his 
office and retained the use of it till he was recalled to Boston with his 
troops. He came to Danvers in June, 1774, and left for Boston with his 
troops the tenth of September the same year. 

It wus likely that tho occupuncy of the Royal Governor was not very 
welcome to the owner of the house, a staunch patriot, although it might 
not have been politic to refuse it. It might have been, and probably 
wus, at the very time that Col. Jeremiah was attending secret meetings 
with his patriotic neighbors when they were even plotting against the 
king. 

• Tho hou~e wns purchnsed in 191,1 by the nanve,.. HtstC)rk:,.l Snciety, nnd removed 
to nno1 her port ion of the original Pnge lot, No. 11, Page Street, where it stttnds, restored 
11nd refurnished. 



COL. JEREMIAH PAGE. 
By CMO!ine Walla.ce Lawrence 

Col. Jeremiah Page was a colonel in the war of the Revolution, and 
received his commission on Sept. 23, 1776. He was a brave and trusted 
officer. He took an active part in the battle of White Plains, :md was in 
many other engagements. On the morning of the 19th of April, 1775, 
nearly a year and a half before he received his commission in General Far­
ley's Brigade, Col. Page started with the company of which he was chosen 
Ca.ptain in Oct., 1774, for Lexington, under Colonel Timothy Pickering's 
command. Colonel Pickering would not allow his troops to ·advance be­
yond a certain place near Medford. He had been ordered to wait there 
for further orders. His men heard the fhing and could hardly be re­
strained from going forward until Colonel Pickering threatened to fire 
upon those who started. So Coloruil Page saw no fighting on that day, 
but his oldest son, Samuel, was more fortunate. His father had told him 
that he must stay at home and take care of his mother, but he could not 
resist the temptation, and went off with the men under Colonel Foster. 
He was with those who were killed by the retreating British soldiers. 
He, with others, went into a barnya;rd, there to do effectual work if they 
could, and, making a breastwork of some bundles of shingles, began to 
fire upon the soldiers as they were retreating. As Samuel Page was 
loading his gun with his wooden ramrod it broke, and turning to Perley 
Putnam, he asked for the loan of his i-amrod. At that instant a ball 
from the 'rear guard of the British shot Putnam dead. Seeing that they 
Wel'c discovcnid, the 1·cst flod. Young Snmuol Pago escaped by getting 
into the range of some apple trees. 

The story was told to Deacon Samuel P. Fowler, who was then a 
mere boy, by his old grandfather, Samuel Page himself. 



SUSANNAH PAGE. 

A LITrLE AccoUNT OF AUNT Suxn:Y, AS Snn: WAS CALLED 

By Caroline Wo.llace Lawrence 

[She was the youngest sister of our granq;mothcr (Abigail Page 
Lawrence) and lived in Salem with her many years after her father's 
death.] 

Aunt Sukey kept house for her father many years, and at his death 
she removed to Salem and made it her home in the family of her sister, 
Abigail Lawrence. She was a bright, cheerful woman, a strong Baptist 
sister, and she enjoyed very much in her younger <lays the companionship 
of the large family of cousins at Colonel Jeremiah Page's, who lived at 
the old Page house at Danvers Plain. She was much with them, and 
she is one who figures in the little incident of Dill, the colored slave, and 
Hannah, her cousin. 

Her father was buried at the old burying-ground at Danvers Plain, 
and she at her own request was laid by his side. The stones still mark 
the spot in the old yard. She lived to be more than ninety (90) years 
old, and died at "the Farm" in Danv~rs, to which the family had removed 
from Salem in 1837. 

THE BANCROFT FAMILY. 
By Caroline Wnllace Lawrence 

Phoebe was n daughter of Col. Willimn Lnwrenc.c, and sister of our 
grnndfather, Abel Lawrence, of Salem. She married J onathun Bancroft, 
of Danvers. 



THE PAGE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. S. Davis Page of Philadelphia, a descendant of the Virginia 
family, writes that he is unable to trace any connection between his 
family and ethers in this country. He states that "John Page, the ances­
tor of the Virginia Pages, was known as Col. J olm Page of Bruton Parish, 
Esq., and he settled in Williamsburg, Virginia, somewhere about 1660, dy­
ing in that place on January 23, 1682, aged sixty-five, and being buried in 
the churchyard of Bruton Church in that city by the side of his ,vife. His 
father was Francis Page, who died Oct. 13, 1678, at the age of eighty. 
four, and is buried in the chancel of St. Mary's Church, Iledford, Middle­
sex County, near London, the inscription on his tombstone being: 'A vir­
tuous life and a good old age perfumed the memory of Francis Page,' and 
showing that it was placed there by his son, John Page of York County, 
Virginia, merchant. I saw it there last August." 


