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T0 ALL MEMBERS OF THE PRATT FAMILIES

In loving'devotion this genealogical record is presented to all
Pratt families, The compilation of this lineage.represents twenty-five
years of inquiry, the major pbrtion of which at the hands of a superb
professional genealogist., Even so, these tracings of.ydur lineage are
far from complete and with certainty some errors exist. We can face
all that withdut toomuch.distress since old courthouse zniries notor-
iously are inéccuraté. We are fortunate to have found .. much,

Your ancestry is notable, th 6n1y are you from one of the older
families in America, you are from one of'the oldest families ir Zrzland,
- Then before that you are from one of the oldest French»families. in
France your name was "de Pratellis.® |

By design this account chiefly coﬁes t0 an end wifh the Captéin |
Richard Hopkins Pratt and the Leonard C., Pratt generation, Taking u@
there every Pratt family'is called upon to extend its record to this
day. |

Tais booklet has been prepared zs a tribute to all those generations
of Pratts that preceded us, the members of which lived such lives that
to this day we are proud of them and take pride in ourselves that we
are their decendants.

. Affectionately,

P 1

. McCord, M.D. University of Michigan
| Ann Arbor, Michigan
June 8, 1966







THE PRATT FAMILY

The name Pratt occurs among the earliest English surnames, Some of
‘its forms were Prat, Prate, Pratt, Pratte, and still others found in ancient
writings were Du Pre, De Preux and de Pratellis., All are supposed to have
been derived from the Latin word "pratum# meaning meadow, or the French
wpreux” meaning prairie., There are nine distinct armorial bearings now ex-
tant among the different families of Pratt. The motio on one of the more
prevalent of them reads “Rident Florentia Prata® which translated means
uFlowering Meadows Smilet, ; ' :

The family, in many of its branches, held stations of influence and
power in the British &apire. The first references to the name there appear
prior to the year 1200 of the Christian tra, and show that they prebably
came to kngland from Normandy. L

In 1066 Le Sire De Preux is found o have accompanied Williem the Cone-
quercr to England and to have fought in the Battle of Hastings. He was in
possession of the Barony of Pratella near Rowan in Normandy. ILater he becanme
interested in the Crusades to the Holy land and became an active Warrior for
the Cross., : ' ‘

Four brothers, John, William, Engelraw and Peter de Prateliis all fi-
gured largely in the reigns of Richard and John. In 119l William de Prate-
eiiis accompanied Richard the Iionhearted to the Holy land and saved him from
ceobivity and so was knighted. A few years later, in 1201, John de Pratellis
wzz & favorite minister of Richard Coeur de Lion and his brother, Peter, was
a..q aereditary standard bearer for the Crusader King,

In 1201 Peter de Pratellis nmarried Mary, daughter of William de Vernon,
Eari of Devon and Isle of Wight. One of the original homes of the Vernons,
the Cratezu de Vernon, was located about thirty miles from Prris. Some of
they came aiso came to ngland with Williem the Congqueror and fought there in
the Battie of Hastings. | |

The msrriage of Peter de Pratellis and Mary de Vernon is of particuler
interest for in the genealogical account which follows it will be found that
the Pratts of North Carolina were closely associated with the Vernon famiiy,
They migrated together from Cub Creck in Virginia to Rockingham Cotaby in
Nortr Carolina, thence to Abbeville County, South Carolinz and even to Eibb
County, Aicbama, where, at the time of the formation of that county, the names
of both Pratt and Vernon appear,

The first persons of the name Pratt to settle on American shores cans
from kEngland, Some of them settled in New England, and others setiled in Nor-
folk, Gloucester, Henrico and Northumberland counties in Virginia,

Not long after the arrival of the Pilgrims on the Mayflower and the es-
teblishment of Plymouth Colony, Thomas Weston and others organized a new en-
terprise. In Jamuary, 1622 a2 small company of men sailed from kngland on the
szip BSparrow® arriving at Damarins Cove Islands off the coast of Maine in
Vzy, 1622, From this ship lying abt anchor were sent out in a little vessel,
ten"men to select a site for a new plantation., Fhinehas Pratt was one of
these nen, An account was written by him of this Jjourney from the ship
#*{another account states there were seven men)
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Sparrow at anchor to the new colony at Plymouth, and of the subsequent attempt
to esteblish a settlement. This ner *a’c.lo% written in the ancient sityle of
that time, can be found in one of the volumes of the uassacm,.setts Historical
Society Co_le ctions.

This setitlement was located in what is now the town of Veymouth, lassa-
chusetts., The venture was of short duration cdue mainly to troudle with the
Indians, and to the many hardships that the men were forced to endure in their
primitive envirorment. Eventually Fninehas Prett retired to Fiymouth and mar-
ried there. I=ter he moved to Charlestoun, Massachusetis where he died in
1680 aged ninety years. |

Joshua Pratt, believed to have been a brother of Phinehas, came to the
Colonies ¢n the chip ¥inn® in 1623, and soon others of the name settled in
Massachuscits and Connecticut, Iess than two hundred years later numerous
descendan.s of these emigrants had moved on and settled in parts of New York,
Chio, Indiana and Illinois, having followed the trend of migration wesiward
frcm New England,

VIRGINTA PRATT FAMTLIES

The Tratts of Rockingham County, lNorth Carolina ccuid have been des-
cenced from any one of the early enlg"an‘bs , or from someunalt later traveliers
to our American shores, Houeve it is reg:er,tub'fe to state unat after 2
greal anount of time spent in soarch_.no' FTor records in arezs cf T':.“gzm.a, Mary-
lerd and Iorth and South Carclina, no definite information i.: teen found per-
taining to the ancestry of the Roclkinghan families,

It is known with certainty tiat Richard Prabt, born in 178i, married in
Rockingran County about 1789, Rebecca, daughiter of William and ltbigail ﬁeavers,
and “hat from them the Pratt families of 1bo County, Alabama descend.

Witiiem Pratt who lived in Rockingham County at the time of the Revo=
luticn wes said to have been a brother or possibly a cousnr cf Richard rratvi.
Several years ago, in the beginnings of this exploration, contzct was made
with desce:zc;am:s of William living:in Iocxinagham County., One of these des=
cencends, living in Hadison, North Carolina, recallied that her :Zat--vr had tol
her that the ?ra.fos had come from Massachusetis to Balbtimore, Maryiand; thsnce
vo southern Virginia and finally to what is now Hockdngham County, North Ca-
rolina,

In his his to'ﬂy of the Bibb County, Alzbama J.am._y, L, C. Zrats
the b1 mo:zm.ace of Richard Praltt as ‘probably Maryland® which would
dence to the Medison (Worth Carclina) family story. However, c“:z%r *e-ﬁho have
ieveoed time to research on these lines fecl that tne -;oc‘;l.m-c..- ies

must have stemned from one of the name who sett le early on the Eastern Sheorss
of Virginia,

According to the inscriptiocn on Richard Fratt’s tombstone, he was borz
in Stokes Sounty, S.C. (S.C. probably an engraveris error) and thougn this is
©ossible it would seem more likely tnaug at o v‘i*xe of Richard®’s death, the
engraver, c¢r his informant, assumed that s 2ad Zeen born in Sto&es County,
Norta Carolina because he had moved to e...a.:a:.:: Ifrcem there.
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Explorations in Eastern Virginia have -rought to light several items
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regercéing Sratts who lived in that region clicztly after 1700, and who are; at



n

this writing, under study as possible forefathers of the family.

In Westmoreland County, John FPratt, a weal uny tobacco D}.a::'ce- , left a
will dated September 20, 171k, proved r’ovember 2hy, 171L, Fe left property
and extensive holdings mainly to three persons, his son John Pratt, his grand-
son John Iovell ¥all to be delivered to him at the age of 21 years¥, and to
his granddaughter I’Iargare'c Pratt, His daughter-in-law, [rs, Mary Pease, was
a2lso0 remembefea and was to receive 2000 pounds of tobacco. (this name possibly
could be ®Zrice¥ as one Evan Price Dears w0 be somehow connecied with this
family).

The surnames Pratt and Lovell could be design- ted as uncorzaon nemes as
they are not often found in the oid records of Virginia, Ho:revmr, sorme thirty
Years after the death of John of Vestmoreland, the nzmes Joan Pratt and George
lovell appear either together, or very near to each cther, on the list of

tithables of 0ld Imnenburg County, 'iz_..L b.f.:.:.c‘- for the years 1748 through 1752,

In those years, because they ofien moved in groups from one location to
another, the proximity of familiess usually indicated rel az:.onsn:;.p by blood or
merriage, SO it would seem more than co-incidental that forty years still
later, these nzmes again appear near each other in the 1790 census of Roc-
inghem Couzty, North Carolinz.

Torthorberl ard County, Virginia adjoins Vestwmoreland County and both are

located acress from I.aryla_no. scoarated from that state by Chesapczke Bay and
the Povomac Iiver, In one of Fleet's volumes of Early Virginia Records there

is found tae following birth records:
Jjames Prett son to James bora 16 March, 1712
William Prett soz to James borm 5 March, 1737

Frafs Ann Preis z.rs.ughter to do born 17 March, 1739

James Prett son to Jems born L April, 1712

The ~2mes wnich appear gbove ccuid zillude o
James Pratt who appsars on the oid receipt dated
fuozust the 19 1729 and sigmed by Frederick Jrion.

-
v

wWilliam Prabi who settled in Abbevilie County,
S.C. before the Revolutionary War.

*¥Fanny (Fre:zces) ratt who married Jokn Hopkins
in Vreinia *{ney data found indicates that this

was ul_zaoech Praut wno rarried *John Hglz)klns“‘“

While in these Ffrebt¥ birth records there are first names and dates of
birth t:..lc.., tc some degree, 4.11: into the ancestral patiera that we are gt=-
terzting o esteblish, still thers is no Jokn Pratt found here and somenow &Il

sozeniere ne must fit into the family linezge,

Ut



: The search of the records of Virginia and Maryland uncovered many
pertaining to persons of the name Pratt in both Virginia and Maryland. How=-
ever, this record pertaining to James and his children of Northumberland
County, and the ones pertaining to John of Westmoreland, are the orlly ones
found dated before 1750 which would point to a possible connection with the
Rockingham County family.

FAMIIY PAPERS AND TRADITIONS

Tradition in the Alabama branch of the family concerning the first
generations in America agrees, in general, with dates and names contained in
three old papers saved by Rebecca, wife of Richard Pratt, and carefully pre-
served down through the years by succeeding generations.’

These papers, which consist of two receipts and one note, are as
followss:s o
1. August the 19 1729. Received of James Prati Sen. 17
Shillin'g"g‘of his account with me
(signed) Frederick Iron (or Jrion)

2, Mr. John Prat Sr. please pay to old Mr, P, Vernon six
. shillings for Louis Hoberts Ballance which is one shilling.
Pay to George Taylor and this me note shall be your dis-
charge from same . Yr Friend Mary Smit
, February 9 day 1750

3. BReserved of John Prat one levey and tax for the yeare
1757 also the yeare 1758, Also quit rembs of 150 acres
of Land for the yeare 1757 and the yeare 1758,
| Saye keserved by me  John McRelly i.d.

It is fortunate that the Alabama family has considersble knowledge
of their ancestry, and that several of them have preserved it in mamuscript
form. Without this information it would have been consicderabliy more diffi-

o'

cult to compile this family record. The following extracis are teken from
the L. C. Pratt, Jr. manuscript dated July, 1898.

viarly in the eighteenth cenmtury, tradition says thal
a Mr. James Fratt (or Prat) came with his family frca
the western part of mngland to seek a home and foriune,
or health, in the wilds of America, In this family
there was a son, James Pratt, wiro is the first of tke
family whose name has been preserved, and who assicted
in establishing their home in Virginiaz, - - - James
Pratt (once promounced Jeemz) was probably born gbout
1679 and it seems most probeble that he was grown when
he came to America, - - - James Pratt probably died
about 1737 and was buried in Virginia,

Another tradition says that James Pratt came to America
with his six brothers all of whom were grown; that
remained in Virginia for a time, while his brothers
settled in other parts of the country; some going. north
and some to New ingland, However, it is certain that



James arrived in America during the first twenty-{ive
- years after 1700 and his descendants have multiplied
and settled in many of the states and territories of
the United States. |

John Pratt (or James Jr?) was probably born zbout 1720
in the Virginia Colony and very likely followed the
trade of his father, 2 pioneer farmer. He died zbout
1785 a few years before his grandson, Absalom was born,
It is said that while he was yet a young man, he moved
to Maryland and that his son Richard Pratt was born .
there, but we canmnot ascertain this, nor can we say
with certainty whom he married, although it is prob-
able that he married a Miss Hampton, for we f£ind the
names of. John Hampton and H. Hampton on'a deed given
to his son Richard before the year 1799. No doubt

- these two Hamptons were cousins of Richard Pratt. The
kinship that existed between the Pratts and the Hamptons
was well known among the olcder members of the family---%

The history as given by Rev, James M, McCord in a manuscript written
in 1912 agrees in the most part with that of L. C. Pratt, Jr. He also states
that there is uncertainty as to the name of the father of Richard Pratt, but
it will be noted that he then goes on to use the name #James® rather than -
"John® in his further references to him., Excerpts from the McCord manuscript
follow:

- Sometime between the years 1700 and 1725 a Pratit family
.came from Western England to America. In the femily was
one dJames Pratt, Sr. who was born in Western England
agbout 1679, and died in Virginia U.S.A. in 1737. ...
- Pire, time and c%gless hands have swept away almost
every vestige oi/history of James (or John) Pratt, J=.
son of James, Sr. ‘

This James Pratt, Jr, was born in Virginia in 1720.
eoe LU scems that James, Jr. had a double or middle name,
James John or John James, we don't know which.®

In pages following records pertaininz to James Pratt and John Prats
are given, and we dquote the above to pinpoint the importance of trying to de-
termine which of the {wo Pratts, i.e., James or John, was the father of Richaerd,

After a study of all data at hand, it would seem to this writer that
there may be a generation missing in the lineage as given by the first family
historians, and that the confusion regarding John and James was due to the
fact that there were two men, rather than one, James Pratt, Sr. and John Prati,
Sr,. y¥father and son, who lived in the same household, or near each other, on
the Mayo Mountain in North Carolina, % (son and father)

It is possible that the lineage was as follows:

1, ——ee- Pratt Came to America before 1700

2. James Pratt  Named in the receipt dated August 19, 3729

3. John Pratt, Sr. Iiv C%b Creek, Va; thence to Rockingham Co, XC.
L, James Pratt, Sr./%%ti% oL es, John, ¥m, Thos., & Richard

5. Richard Pratt Married 1789 in Rockingham Co., Rebecca Beavers




TIE PRATTS AND VERNONS OF CHARIOTTE COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Old Immenburg County. during the middle 1700's consisted of a larg°
section of south central Vlrclm.a, and later other counties were formed from
it. The lists of tithables for Iunenburg County, for the years 1748 through
1752, included the name of John Pratt (1n one list called #3r.¥) and also the
names of several of the Vernon family. The proximity of the families will be
noted in the list following, and the order of the names varies only slightly
on the other lists. George Lovell named here mey be of the Westmoreland family
of the name who intermarried with the Pratt famlly there.

List of Tithables in William Caldwell's Territory for 1750
(the nzme ®Vernor® is spelled "Vernon® on the other lists)

- . -

John Vernoi'
(John is separated from the others bub the names below
follow each other) '

Thomas Vernor Senr

James Vernore-—e=e—cea=?
Thomas Vernor Junlfe————e—eeceaal
John Praftee-ecccmccmacacanaaa]
George Iovellememmmmecacacea-l

 (slightly further down the list)

Jonathan Vemor
Iszac Vernar.

The names gbove appear in William Caldwell's Territory which was come
posed of all that area bounded on the east by Cub Creek, on the west by Falling
River and on the south by the Roaxncke River. This area now lies partly in
Campbell Gounty and parily in Charlotte County. -

Of the Verrons listed here, several of them we Know settied in Rockinghem
County, North Caroling, and ali indications are that the dJoan Pratt of the list
is the one v:0 later gppeared with the Vernons in North Caroiina. If the words

0ld Mr. P. crnon® on the old receipt of 1750 could be interpreted to read
10ld Hr. T. Jzrnon® i1t would definitely establish John Pratt of Hockingnom

County as .....ing formeriy lived in CLd Iunenburg CGounty, Virginiz. The hand-

~

writing of thet vis me, Wi ithh its loops and flow:...aes used especially in maiding
the capitel iette ers, 1s most difficult to reaaj and possibly further study of tae

receipt can be made at some later time., Thrmas Vernon, Senior named here is
thought to have been the father of the others of the neme, with perhaps the

excspuion of Jonathan who was said to have veen a nore distant :'ela‘az.ve.

The first settlers who came to this area in Virginia were led by Jehn
Caldell, grandfather of John G, Caihoun the noted statesman., There is a deed
dated 17 51 in which William Caldwell conveyed to John Cald:rell, William Calhoun

and Isaac Vernon, one acre of ground ingiuding a graveyard. Iater these names

(and also thzt of William Pratt) are found in Abbeville County, South Carolins

P - o

Willizm Calhoun of the deed, we be_1°ve, was the one who laver lost several

mempers of his faznlly/r;.hlcn occured in 1700 at Long Ganes Creek in South Carc.._nz.
in the Cherokee lMassacre :

(for further data om the Vernon Family see following pages)



THS ROCKINGHAM COUNTY NORTE CAROLINA FPAMTIY

The first mention we find of the name Pratt in the Rockingham County
area is in the Rescords of the Horavians of North Carciina., In his diary zev,
George Soelle, who,in May and October 1772, made two trips into Virginia from
Salem, North Carolina, wrote about the men living along the road.

The following is a brief resume of his references to these men:

e ~ -~ On the Towmn Fork lived James Hampton at whose house
neetings were heid by Soelle -~ - = Passing on to the Mayo on
the Iiay trip, Soelle spent the night ab a tavern., On the
Cctober trip he crossed the Mayo and went to the home of Hr,
Vernon., Two miles from there was a meeting house where he pre-
ached, in accordance with a promise made to Vernon in Szalem 8§
days before, He spent the night with a Mr, Pratt who had a
house by the side of the road. He was a cuiet, respectable man,
with & large family; his wife was sick., Next day he crossed
Smith's River - - - Returning (on his return trip from Pemn-
sylvania) - - - Soelle set out for home spending a night with
Mr, Pratt etCe = = = =B

The location descr:x.bed nere was thouah‘b by the family of William Pratt
to have been in North Caro.u.na, but near the town of Ridgeway which lies Just
over the line in Virginia. The Mayo, the Smith and tne Dan Rivers all rise in
Virginia and flow dowvn into North Carolinz, anrd the lMayo River flows into the
Dan River at a little town in Rockingham County called Mayodan.

In the Colonial Records cif Z':,:c"tn Carolina {Volume 10) there is reference
to a John Pratt,  Guilford County {parvent county of Rockingham) was formed in
1770 from Rowan and Orange Com;*a:_vo s and in 1773 its first courthouse was built.
John Pratt is listed with others who signed a petition for the erection of this

ourthous& The petit:’.on does not bear a date bul it is enclosed wivh the
cther 1773 records,

The zome John Pratt is also found on a peyroll of men wao served in an
expedition ggeinst the Indians in 1776 under Captain William Shepherd., It is
believed ':,_:;:, this Captain Shepherd was from Surry Coani:.y, Yorta Carolina
waick at z::za‘:, time adjoined Guilford County on the west, Lccorcie to_ ancther

Z

source, dJohn rfat*c, iater of Forth Carciina, served under Join . 2s on*in the
Virginia Continental Line, Pe;nazs :’.n the eariy part of tne 2o _ution he did
live over the line in Virginia, but in the latier part of txe T.sw the younger

men In his femily entered ssrvice in Gﬂ“ ferd County, North Carcliinz, In this
connecticn 1is is interesting to nole that in 1785,and 2bout the time of the
formztion of Rockingham Goulty,uo:r.. Gibson“sold land there to James Pratte
Unfortunately nothing further has teen found pertaining to Joku (Gibson here,
and perbaps he retuz rned 0 Virginia, %{Col. John umson)

The Praits acquired land by grant or deed in (uiiford County at just
about the ";:.:*.c cf the formation of Rockingham in 1785. These gram:s were o
John, Jaes and William Pratt, all the iland being situated on the lMeyo Hou-
tain iocaled in the northwestern part of Rockingham County and rear the pre-
sent towr oI QaKSVlLe, Rorth Carolina. Ieaksviile is only a few miles from
Irco the division line bebween Rockingham County, North Carolinz and Henry
County, Virginia, 'i‘he original grant to William Pratt is still in the hands
of his descendants now living in the town of Madison County, North Carolina.




There are probably deeds recorded in Geilford County for John and
William Pratt dated just prior to 1785 5 Or nerhaps thab year, but unfor—
tunately they were not copied for us. The other deeds pertaining to the
Pratts are as followss

Guilford County, N. C.

Mey 1785

Deed from John Gibsona to Jdanmes Pratt for 200 acres of land
proved by Joseph Gibson a subscribinz witness and on motion
ordered to be registexred.

Rockin .gham County, N.C.

December 27, 1786

Deed Book A -~ p. 308 - _

Deed from James Pratt to William Pratt for 50 acres of land
on the Waters of Sharpe!s Creek on May=Mountain, Witness:

. sx{Mayo) Richard Prati
Rockingham County, XN.C.
Deed Book B - p. 28 |
Deed from dames Prati, son of Joan Zratt deceased, to Eliza-
be‘bh Sul‘OIlﬂ', 50 acres in Rociinghen Jouity.

Rocld.ngham Gounty, K.Cs

May 1786

Deed Irom William Brown a.zd wife bo Richard Marr proved by
Banjaxin Pravt -

Ro ciinzham County, N.C.
Hovezber 15, 1792
sed Bo C - p. 219
Deed i‘ o John Prabt of Rockingham County to Richard Pratd

of same coun *v, 27 zcres on Sharpels Cresk the consideravion
being 16 pounds,

Rockingham County, N.C.

Noverzber 15, 1792

Deed BocX D = De 19

Beed from RZichard Frati to Charles CZziicowsy for 177 acres
“on Sharpels CGreek & mostly on Sou*;.: sids of Mzyo Moumbtein¥y
the consideraticn beinz 100 pounds,

..-).

The

he following are the only records perfeining to the Prabtts that couid
be Z..2d in the Qourt Minutes of Rockin ”‘.{3.8:‘. County, Nortn Carolinzas

Hoverar "”87
On Pesition of sundry inhabitants a‘*ay ing a road be opened
Trom o2 2¥0 Ford to the lone Island ford on Dan River ordered

that the following persons be appointed as a jury to view &
Tepory on same, to wit- William Prett
Richard Vernon
P_Vaard Pratd

Thomas Prati

Johrz Prati
t al



November 1787
On Petition of sundry inhabitants that a ferry be estab-
lished on Dan River above the Point of lone Island in said
river ordered that the following persons be a Jury to view
and lay off said road the best way out of the old road to a
place where the aforesaid ferry is to be established, vize-

William Pratt

Thomas Pratt

John Pratt

o et al

November 1787
Ordered that the following persons be summoned to view a
road from Joyce'!s ford on Mayo River to the dead timber ford
on Dan River and then to the Courthouse, viz-

Thomas Pratt

. Richard Pratt
et a

November 1787
James Pratt, Senr, is appointed overseer of the road in room
of William McClellan.

November 1738

Richard Pratt & Richard Vernon

On Jury to view two roads with Allens Road & the Road
crossing Dan River at Irons Ferry and report to next court.

Further references to these deeds and to the Court Minutes will be
made in the "Pratt Sketches® found on following pages.

NOTES ON HAMPTON HOPKINS AND VERNON

Tnere are several opinions in this family regarding the maiden neme
of Richard Pratt!s mother. One is that she may have been a2 Vernon before
her marriage; another is that her name may have been Hampton because it
was known that there existed a relationship between Richard'!s family and
the Hamptons. And there are those who believe that her name mzy have been
Hopkins as Richard and Rebecca Pratt gave that name to their first born
chiid,

We know that there existed a kinship between the children of Richard
Pratt and those of Henry Hampton. They were first cousins., Henry Hampton

~and Richard Pratt married sisters, the daughters of William and Ab:x.ga:..:.
Beavers, If we can judge by their listing in the census of 1800, the
families lived side by side in Stokes County and the children must have
grown up together,

In a letter written some years ago there was included this item:-

#(no reference was given) "iidow Pratt 1785 to 1796 married Thomes Hampton®,
Thomas Hampton (1728-1796) was the father of Hemry who married Sarah Beavers.
This could be possible as John Pratt of Rockingham County died about 1785
and his widow could have been married to Thomas Hampton until his death in
late 1796 (or early 1797). If we are correct in believing that Henry Hampion
and Richard Pratt lived near each other in Stokes County, teen it would not
be unusual for the widowed mother of one, to marry the father, also a widower,

of the other, * (may have. been taken from a Hopkins Genealogy but not located
by this w‘rl’cer)



To further indicate a Hampton-rratt merriage, there is at hand data
taken from a history of the Allen-Hampton family wherein it is stated that
Thomas Hampton (father of Henry) married Sarzh Pratt. The author, Captain
Henry Allen, started his collection of material before 1900, He had much
correspondence. with his kinfolk, some of them well up in years at that time,
so he must have had good authority for stating that his ancesvor Thomas
Hampton maxrried Sarzh Pratt. However, there is recorded in Stafford County,
Virginia the merriage of "Thomas Hampton to Sarah Pattison alias Congers
Jamary 1, 1749%, and this marriage record is accepted as the authentic one
for Thomas Hampton by most family historians, So it may be that Thomas did
marry Sarah Pratt, but as his second wife.

Another item pertains to mlizabeth Beavers of louisa County, Virginia,
widow of Joseph Hopkins, If there is a connection here it must be through
plizabeth Beavers, sister of Rebecca (Beavers) Pratt, about whom we have but
little information., Perhaps she married first Joseph Hopkins, and second a
Hutchinson as she is called &lizabeth Hutchinson®in the wills of both of her
parents, % (or Hutchison) -

We know that there was a close relationship between the Vernons and
the Pratts, and more detail regarding this will be given later. Though the
possibility that Richard Pratt!s mother was a Vernon is not ruied cut, it
appears more likely that either his fatherts sister married a Vernon, or that
Richard's oyn sister was married to Richard Vernon, the captain in the Revo-
lution under whom the Pratit brothers served.

- It may be that Richardt!s motheris first name was Klizabeth, as liza-
beth Pratt, in the 1800 and 1810 census, appears as the head of the house-
hold which formerly, in 1790, had been headed by Hichard, and the other women
living with #liz beth may have been his sister. More about klizzbeth Pratt
will be given under Pratt Sketches on succeeding pages.
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PRATT SKEI'GHES

Not enough data has been found on the Pratts of Rockingham County
to properly identify them and their relationship to each other, nor do we
know positively if there were two or three generations of Pratts living in
that county at the time of the Revolution., It seems, from the information
available now, that John Pratt, Sr.,of Charlotte Couty, Virginia, was the
first of the name in Rockingham County and that either he, or possibly his
son James (or John), was the father of the brothers, John, Jr., William,
Thomas, James and Richard Pratt., Because they cannot be placed in a family
grouping, separate sketches have been written on these men and other persons
connected to then., -

It may be well to note here that in those days the terms Jjunior and
‘senior were often used to separate two adulis (usually close relatives) of
the same name and living in the same area. Therefore a younger man with
junior added to his name, could be a son, a nephew or perhaps a grandson of
a man bearing the same name, In these sketches, too, the pa.‘cra.ot:.sm of these
Pratt men will be noted, At least four of them served in the Revolutionary
War and we have no way of knowing what adalt:.onal aid they may have given by
way of provisions and supplies,

JOHN FRAT, SR.

References on preceding pages regarding John Pratt of Iunermburg County, Vire-
ginia, the "Mir, Pratt who lived by the side of the road% in Rev., Soelle's
diary, and the John Pratt who signed the petition for the courthouse must
have pertained to him. He may have served in the Revolutionary War under
Col. Gibson in Virginia, or under Capt. Shepherd in his expedition against
the Indians., His place in the lineage back from the Alabama family is not
definitely established. He is considered by scme to be the Zzther, and by
others to be the grandfather, of the younger Pratt men, John or., William,
Thomes, James and Richard, We know from a deed recorded in Rockingham
County that he was the father of a James Pratt. He died in Rockingnam
County prior to 1785 but he must have died intestate as no will was ever
found. Afler his death his widow may have married Thomas Hampton of Casca.de,
Pittsylvania County, V:.rglm.a. -

JOHN PRATT, JR.

John Pratt, Jr. lived on the Mayo Mountain in Rockingham County and zcquired
land there at about the time of that county's formation from Guilford County.
He appears as a road viewer in 1785 with his brothers, and in 1792 He deeded
27 acres of land to Richard Pratt. In 1805, according to Georgia records, an
interrogatory was to be presented to John Pratt, and others, pertaining to
their knowledge of the James Holderness family formerly of North Carolina.

John Pratt, Jr. served in the Revolution during the latter part of the war.

He appears with the rank of private on a payroll for part of #Captain Richard C.
.Vernon's Company Troope Horse®, He entered service November 10th, 1781,

and was discharged December 7th, 1781 and his service was giver as 27 days.

We are fortunate in having been able to obtain a photostatic copy of an ori-
ginal receipt signed by John Pratt, Jr.  Vhen Capt. Richard Vernon, many
years after the war, applied for pens:x.on, he enclosed several additional
papers to aid in establishing proof for his service. ~
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One of these papers was the receipt as follows:

tovember 27th 1782 then received of Rich'd Vernon one
Specie Sortify Cate of Nine pounds six shilinge for
Atower of Duty Served with him in the Militia the yeare
1780n _ (sizned) John Pratt jner

From the above rece:.pt it would seem that John Pratt, Jr. served more than one
tour of duty under R:.chard Vernon, serving under hJ.m in 1780 as well as in 1781,

JOHN PRATT II1

In 1800 there were two John Pratt families living on the Mayo Mountain, Perhaps
they were John Pratt (Revolutionary Soldier) and his son John who by 1800 was
married and had a family of his own. The name of the younger one appears fre-
quently on the deed books up until 1817. The following deed shows that he was.
deceased before March 7, 1817. (Reference Deed Book B - page 391)

March 7, 1817

Deed from Anny Pratt, Samuel Pratt, Mary Pratt, Elisha

Pratt & Peggy Pratt he:.rs and representatz.ves o.f.‘ John

Pratt, deceased, to Robert Calloway the consideration

being 176 pounds of Virginia money for land on both sides

~ of May#Mountain, containing>33 acres in Rockingham County.

*(Mayo) %(133 acres)
JAMES PRATT, SR

We do not know if the James Pratis appearing on the early records refer to one
or to two persons. From an early deed we know that James Pratt was the son of
John, It may be that James was the second of three generations living on, or
near, the May®Mountain at the time of the Revolution, and that he was the fa-
ther of th?Myouslger nen, John, Jr,, William, Thomas, Richard and perhaps James.
*(Mayo
It will be noted in the early Court Mimutes that four of the younger men ser-
ved 25 road viewers, while, at the same time, James Pratt, Sr. was appointed an
overseer., The use of S%nior here would likely indicate that he was the oldest
of two adults of the name, and it would be doubtful if the duties of overseer
would be given to a very young man, The character of his assignment in the ser-
vice =as a:iso somewhat different than that of William and John, Jr. James
Pratiis duties was 16 collect delinquents and deserters while Williem and Johmn,
Jr.,apparently, vere members of the regular Horse Troops.

In 1785 James Pratt bought 200 acres located on the Mayo Mountain from John
Gibson, but in 1786 he sold 50 acres to William Pratt, and in 1788,50 more acres
to Elizabeth Strong. Perhaps he died before 1800 and his widow was the Elizabeth
Pratt who appears on both the 1800 and the 1810 census for Rockingham County,N.C.

James Pratt served several tours of duty in the Revolution. In October, 1781,
he appears with the rank of private on a list of men that served ¥ after Fanning
under Colonel Paceley!., He served as ¥Lighte Horse!, owned his own horse,

and his service was given as ten days,

In another tour of duty he appears on 2 Pay Roll of Capt. Vernon's Company of

"Melitia Iighte Horse Ordered by Colo. James Martin to colect Delinquents,
Disarters &cc., August 20th, 1781. Revolutionary War." Served fift teen days.
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James Pratt also appears on a return of delinquents, deserters, etc., by
Captain Vernon's Company. The return is dated August 13, 1781, the name

was "Joel Thomas®, his crime was 'delingquent®, hist"forfiture'was Ueroph -
and the witnesses. were James Prati and William Wright, The delinquent was
to appear at Guilford Courthouse on the %2lst inst¥,

JAMES PRATT(Jr?)

The James Pratt listed in the 1790 census appears to be a young man with a
family of growing children, After this date the name disappears from the
Rockingham County records,

WILLIAM PRATT

William Pratt acquired land in Rockingham County at about that time the
County was formed from Guilford. In 1786 he bought 50 acres of land on the
Mayo HMountain from James Pratt. His children continued to live in Roc-
kingham County, and the original land grant to William is still in the pos-
session of descendanis presently living im Madison, North Carolina,

The Revolutionary service that we have on William Pratt is identical to that
of his brother Johh, Jr., indicating that they both served together in Capt.
Vernon's "Iroope Horse® in 178l. Both entered service November 10th, were
discharged December 7th and served 27 days.

THOMAS PRATT .

Two men by the name of Thomas Fratt, both with growing families, are listed
in the 1790 census of Rockingham County. One of them appears listed next to
John Pratt and it is assumed that he was the Thomas Pratt who appeared as a

- road viewer in 1787, The pension applicant referred to in the following
paragraph may be the Thomas Pratt of the Mayo Mountain Family,

Thomas Pratt of Hawkins County, Tennessee, on the 30th day of August, 1820,
applied for pension stating that he had entered service in Rockingham County,
North Carolina, and served under the command of Capt., John Brevert in a regi-
" ment commanded by Abraham Shepherd in the North Carolina Iine,”in Rev. War.

At the time of his application, Thomas had one daughter aged seventeen, one
daughter aged fourteen, and a son aged eleven living at home., He died Sep-
tember 1k, 18377 and his widow, Sally Garrison Pratt, whom he had married
November 13, 1789, applied for a widow's pension in 1843. In an affidavit en-
closed with her papers, John Garrison, Sr. of Lee County, Virginia, stated
that he remembered Thomas Pratt, a Revolutionary soldier, and his wife Sally,
and recalled that in the year 1789 they left her father's home with a company
of others in the morning for the purpose of gelting married and returned in
The evening the same day stating they were married, x*(another date given

| September 27 1838)
Sally Carrison Pratt died October 18, 1852. According to estate papers dated
May 21, 1856, Polly Pratt of Sneedville, Tennessee, was her only heir.

BANJAMIN PRATT

Banjemin Pratt was a witness to a deed in Rockingham County in May 1786. We
- have found no further mention of him, and we would have no idea as to where
his place would be in the Rockingham County family.
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ELTZABETH PRATT

Elizabeth Pratt must have had an important place in the family, and she may
have been the widow of James/ &nd mother of Richard. There are only land

grants and census records ava:l.lable to assist in determining her place in the
family.

In May, 1785, James Pratt bought 200 acres of land from John Gibson. In 1786
James deeded 50 acres of land to William Pratt, and in 1788 he deeded 50 acres
to Elizabeth Strong. This land apparantly was on Sharpe!s Creek located on

the Mayo Mountain, Richard Pratt also acquired 150 acres here, evidently by
inheritance,

In the census of 1790 Richard Pratt is listed next to William Wright (who ap-
peared with James Pratt as a witness on the delinquent return in I761), and,
besides Rebecca his wife, there is an older woman living with him - also one
slave, After 1790 Richard moved over into Stokes County , and in 13800 the
family listed next to William Wright was headed by Elizabeth Fratt, aged over
45 years., Another woman was living with her aged-26 to L5 and there were also
several growing or almost grown children. By 1810 the women were both over
45 and some of the children had left the home,

| | | (the second woman)
Elizabeth Strong of the deed may have a place here., Perhaps she/was a wi-
dowed dzughter of Elizabeth, or a widowed daughter-in-law, But of course she
could be related in others ways, or there could be other reasons for her having
lived there.

RICHARD VEZNON

Richard Vernon was born in Charlotte,County, Virginia October 18, 1758, and
moved with his parents to Rockingham County, North Carclina sometime before
ti:z Revolutionary War. ©Several years afiter the war his pareants and his
vrothers and sisters all moved to Abbeville County, South Carolina. He re-
meined in North Carolina and lived very near Elizabeth Pratt on the Mayo
Mountain. It will be noted in the Court Minutes that he was closely asso=-
ciated with the Pratt brothers, and he may have been their brother-:.n-law,
or possibly he was a cousin to them. -

fichard Vernon's service in the Revolution was varied and notable, and be-
ginning with his entry into service on the 15th of February 1776, and until
1782, when the conflict ended, he gave almost continuous service in the wer,
serving first as a lz.eu’oenant and later as a captain,

- the 13th of August 1781 he received his captain’s commission to raise 2

cz. cany of light horsemen, and served a three months tour of duty taking

¢  apprehending delinquents, deserters and Tories. In the fall of that year

I 7as called out with his company, under Col. Martin, in an expedition azainst
Ttz British,under Major Grey, who lay near Wilmington, and later his compery
was ordered back to Guilford to keep the Tories down. It was during this
later period of Capt. Vernon's service that the three Pratt men, James, ¥illiam
and John, Jr, served under him,

Richard Vernon lived for many years on the Mayo Mountain, but in his later

Yyears he joined other members of his family in Williamson County, Tennessee.
He died either in Williamson or Davidson County, Tennessee sometime between
18L0 and 1850, More about Richard Vernon's relationship to the Pratts will

be given in sketches following. For his place in the Vernon family, see sepe-
ate pages on Vernon. '
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AUSTIN SMITH

Austin Smith was only 2 connection and was not a blood relative of the Pratts,
We mention him here only because in this exploration he has served as z con=-
necting link between the Pratts and Vernons of Rockingham County, North Caro-
lina and those of the name in Abbeville County, South Carolina.

Austin Smith was-born in Chathem County, North Carolina March ,1763, and was
living in Guilford County at the time of the Revolutionary War, He served

in thet war under Captain Vernon, and after the war he moved to ibbeville
County, South Carolina. Later his daughter married in Abbeville County, David
Pratt, son of William Pratt who was the progenitor of the Pratt family there.

In 1832, Richard Vernon, then living in Tennessee,  applied for a pension for
his service in the Revolution. With his application he enclosed a testimomial
paper obtained from Austin Smith of South Carolina. That Richard Vernon ,
after alomst fifty years, would turn to Austin Smith for corroboration of his
service, would surely indicate kinship to him or a comnection by marriage.
They were separated by distance and in those days not even members ni‘/i‘amiliea*
kept in touch with each other, | | | *always

It was the discovery of this testimonial by Austin Smith which led us to the
conclusion that the Pratts of North Carolina were related closely to those

of Soutl Carolina, It led us, too, to the further conclusion that Richard
Vernon, to de related to the families of both states, would have been married
to a person of the name, or would have had a mother whose maide: name was Pratt,

The certificate of Austin Smith was signed by James Elack, Justice of the
Quorum of Abbeville County, and James Black added & personsl note to the
Testimonial certificate and thereby gave us proof that Isaac Vernon of ibbe=-
ville County, was the brother of Richard Vernon of North Carolina and Tenne=-
ssee., The personal note is as follows:

"Richard Vernon Dear Sir I am well acgquainted

wWith Isaac Vernon your Brother himself and his

family are well = yours J. A. Black®

Uz zDIAH VERNON

Ubediah Vernon was a first cousin of Absalom Pratt of Bibb Counbty, Alabama,
and we believe that Obediah may have been a son of Richard Vernon. It is not
known where he lived after he left Rockingham County. He is listed in the
1810 census in Rockingham County, Notth Carolina, but may have moved to Tenn-
essee shortly thereafter, as there was one of the name living in Williamson
County where Capt. Richard Vernon lived in his later years,

The name of Obediah's first wife is not known, but he married as his second
wife a second cousin whose name was Pratt. By his first wife, Obedish was the
father of Nehemizh Vernon who lived in Bibb County, Alabama, and was also the

father, by his first wife, of Frances Vernon, who married Joab, son of
Abgalom Pratt.,

RICHARD PRATT

A separate section will be devoted to Richard Pratt and his descendants.
See i‘qll.owing pages. |
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RICHARD AND REBECCA (BEAVERS) PRATT

Richard Pratt, the first in this lineage about whom we have definite
information, was born in 176L probably in Virginia. He married in Rockingham
County abou’c 1789, Rebecca, youngest daughter of William and Abigail Beavers.,
The Beavers had moved about 1783 from Loudoun County, V:.ra:x.nla to the Mayo
Mountain region of North Carolina.

Richard Pratt appears only once as a grantee in the Rockingham County
deeds. On November 15, 1792 he received 27 acres by deed from dJohn Prati,
but at some previous time he must have acquired land by inheritance, for on
the same day he sold 177 acres %on Sharpe's Creek and mostly on the South
side of Mayo Mountain® to Charles Galloway. He was evidently selling his pro=-
perty preparatory to moving to the adjoining county of Stokes.

According to the 1800 census of Stokes County, Henry Hampton, Richard
Pratt and Abigail Beavers lived near each other. There is a cuestion as to
why Henry Hampton, brother-in-law of Richard, was living in Stokes County at
that time, for according to information we have on Hampton Families, Henry
lived most of his life in that part of Surry County that later became Yadkin
County, North Carolina., Abigail Beavers, mother-in-law of both Henry Hampton
and Richard Pratt, wrote her will in 1801, and it was filed November, 1803
in Surry County. BEvidently Richard Pratt and his mother-in-law Abigail, after
the death of William Beavers, moved over into Stokes County to locate-near
Henry Harpton, - Here, too, lived William James, whom we believe was married to
one of Abigail Beavers' younger damghﬂlzers also named Abigail,

The following was taken from a Iist of Taxebles for Stokes County, N.C.

1797 = Stokes Coun'ty, North Carolina.
~ Captain Shouse!s District
Richard Pratt 76—}; acres of land ---2 while polls

The following deed and note were copied from the Pratt family pa.oers :

State of North Carol:.na - Stokes County |
Deed to Richard Pratt, Planter of One Hundred seventy-
six and a ouarteracres for and in consideration of 121
pounds to be paid Sept. 29, 1799 to Frederick William
Mershall, Sealed and delivered in Presence of

: John Hampton

H. Hampton

June 13, 1796 - Stokes County, N.C.
Note of John Dearing to Richard Pratt for SOO pounds
good and lawful money of the state aforesaid
Witness by Richard Bennett <*William Jean

W(&ﬁ.lliam Jdean is probabiy William James-~-a brother-* n-law)

It was said that Rebecca Beavers Pratt was of Royal blood, and that the
Beavers had come from Scotland many years before her birth. They‘ had been
advised by their physician to leave that country beczuse the humid climzte
there caused their children to have phthisic (asthma) which was almost always

fatal, and this move saved the lives of all the children who had not already
contacted*the disease.*( contracted)
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In a letter to her kinfolk in 1931, a great granddaughter of Rebecca
Pratt, wrote of her great grandmother whom she could recall to MEmOry, having
known her as a very small child. She also told in her letizr of the first
meeting ¢f Richard Pratt and Rebecca Beavers:

uShe (Rebecca) was out riding for pleasure and he (Richard) wes
hunting, Her horse became frightened and ran away, There was

a deep chasm close by and Richerd caught her horse and held it
at great danger to himself, and saved her life,...She told my.:
mother he was the handsomest man she ever saw in his huntingz
clothes., After that they met often and when her father would
not consent to his visiting her they ran away and were married.®

Richard Pratt died soon after his removal to Alabama but Rebecca lived
long enough to be well remembered by her grandchildren, and by some of her
great grandchildren, It was said that Rebecca was frail physically, and that
-she possessed a thoughful, reserved and Christian character., She was well
educated for her day and opportunities, could read and write with facility,
and taught her children at home. She was a devoted member of the Baptist
Church and spent many hours in later years with her Bible and and Hymn books.

- It is said that B;Lchard Pratt was a carpenter, but his father and
grandfather were farmers. He was average in height, could read and write and
kept his own accounts. The ¢collection of old records and accounts indicate

that he was a man of thrift, and that he had accumulated rmch property before
his death in 1822,

It was about 1818 when Richard and Rebecca moved from Stokes County,
I\orth Carolina, to Bibb County, Alabama. Two of their sons had settled in
ilzbama a year or so before, and it appears that the remaimderof their chil-

dren either moved there with their parents, or eventually settied near their
folks in Bibb County.

- Richard Pratt died in the summer of 1822, and was the first to be buried
in the Pratt Cemetery in River Bend. His wife, Rebecca, outlived him many
years, and died at the home of her daughter, Theodosia Blake, in June, 1847,
ineir stones are still standing in the old Pratt Cemetery and the 3.nscr1p-
tions on them are as follows: #(S.C. probably an engraver's error )

RICHARD PRATT REBECCA PRATT
Born Stokes County, S.C.% wife of Richard Pratit
in 1765. | Died Born 1770

July 10, 1822 | Died June 16, 1847

He came to Ala, in 1818
settled on Pratt Creek -
in Bibb County

For children of Richard and Ré'becca Pratt see following page.
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CHILDREN OF RICHARD AND REBECCA PRATT

1. Hopkins Pratt Born Dec. 17, 1791 in Rockingham County, N. C.
Married March 7, 1816 in Tenn., Sarah Dickerson
Died Feb, 11 (or Feb., 22), 1841 in Bibb County, 4la.
Nine Heirs | |

2. Absalom Pratt Born June 22, 1793 in Stokes County, N.C.
- Married March 7, 1822 in Ale., Mary Dickerson
Died July 9, 1845 in Bibb County, Ala. |
Twelve Heirs ’

3. Maria Pratt - Borm 1795 in Stokes County, N.C.
Married (William?) Fletcher
Died probably in Bibb County, Ala. before 1850
No Heirs

Lh. Joab Pratt Born ca 1797 in Stokes Gounty, N.C. |
. Married probably in Bibb County, Ala, Frances Vernon
Died probably in Texas
Probably left heirs

5. #Abigail Pratt Born Stokes County, N.C. Nov. 10, 1800
Died July 15, 1845 in Bibb County, Alabama
Married Joel Lowrey .
Zleven Heirs

6. John Pratt  Born in Stokes County, N. C.
- Married =e=----Pumphrey
Died probably in Arkansas

Left Heirs
7. Theodosia  Born Dec. 11, 1805 in Stokes County, N.C.
Pratt Married in Tuscaloosa, Ala., Archibald Henry Blake

" Died in Alabama Oct. 20, 1877
Eight Heirs

More detail on each of the above children will .be- given on pages following.
*(Mary Abigail Pratt - called Abigail)
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HOPKINS PRATT

Hopkins Pratt came to Alsbama in 1816, His brother, Absalom, came
about a year later, and within a few years his parents and his brothers and
sisters were all settled here. They first bought land along Prattfs Creek
at the fork of the Cahaba River, but later, Absalom Pratt, finding a need
for more land, purchased a tract situated on a high blufi‘ overlooking the
river. This tract ngt the bend of the river® was located near Centreville s
in Bibb County and the community soon became .known as Ba.ver Bend.

The eaxly settlers who came to River Bend found here a choice section
of ground to make their home. The land, which consisted of a red clay base
and virgin black topsoil, was elevated and gently rolling, and was covered
with great oaks and hickory timber trees. The homes, before the turn of the
century, stood near each other along the road having the semblance of a
village. In the Pratt Cemetery here are buried Richard and Rebecca Pratt,
most of their children and the families of their children.

Hopkins Pratt, son of Richard and Rebecca, was born December 18, 1791
probably in Rockinzham County, North Carolina just prior to his parents re-
moval to Stokes County in that same state., When he was about twenty-four
years old he left Stokes County to settle in the Alabama Territory, but en-
route there he stopped over for a time in Warren County, Tennessee. There he
met Sarah Dickerson and they were married March 7, 1816, later moving to |
Alabama, Sarazh (called Sally) was born in Edgef:.eld D:.strict South Carolina
and as a child had moved with her father to Tennessee. A4t the time of her
marriage her mother had died and her father had remarried,

- Hopkins Pratt spent the remainder of his life in River Bend. He was
active in civic affairs and was a member of the Alabama State Legislature.
He died aged forty-nine years February 11 (or Feb., 22nd), 18l1, and is buried
in the Pratt Cemetery in River Bend. Several of his children continued to
live in Bibb County, but others moved to Texas and many of his descendants
may be found in that state, The widow Sarah Pratt m.(2) John Duncan Johsson
father of Joshua West Jonnson who married Maria Blake. A

Children of Hopkins and Sarah Pratt

1. Rebecca Caroline Pratt b. Apr:.l 8, 1817; died July 19, 1825

2. Griselda Pratt .  b. December 28, 1818; m. William Burkhalter;
| | | - migrated to Texas,
3. Clarissa Pratt b. December 8, 1820; d. July 23, 1845; m. Tke
- . Burkhalter., Moved to Texas,. |
i, Durana Pratt b. February 16, 1823%¥ m. October 21, 1841 Pulaski
' Wallace; July 17, 1899. Lived River Bend, Ala,
Children: % (or 1826)

a. Thaddeus C. Wallace b. August 29, 18h2 m, Margaret J. Iightsey
Served in War be‘!meen States.

b. Bugernda S. Wallace b, July 22, 18Lk; m. W. H. Logan C.S.A.

c. Monroe J. Wallace CSA b. ca 1846; m. Eliza Williams -
(he was also called Julius M. Wallace)

d. Leonidas Polk Wallace b. 18L9; m. Georgia Amn Pratt

e. Matthew P. Wallace b. June 19, 1853, e Julia Logan; d. May 20,

1910.
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Children of Hopkins a.nd Sarah Pratt - contimed

5. Hampton Pratt b, September 2, 1825; m. Incinda Potts; ‘Moved to Texas
- (Bible record: "married Jan. i, 18}46 Ma.ry L. Lotts)
Children: ~
a. Buily Pratt
b, Drayton Pratt (b. Feb. 18, 1849; m. Nov. 10, 1867 Benenna dJ. Loewe?)
c. BEdward Pratt (twin) -
d. Gennie Pratt u

6. Zilpha Pratt b. June 20, 1828; m, Harvey P, Cotiingham
- Children:
. a. Florence Cottingham

'b. Mary Jenny Cottingham

c. Sarah Cottingham .

d. Early Cottingham

e. BEdgar Cottingham

£, Willis Cottingham

g. Harvey Cottingham ll.

Te Marshall Pra'bt b, October 13, 1830; m. El.'l.za. Cochran (moved to Texas)
3e Georg:.a Pratt
b. William Hopkins Prati 111
C. Ada Pratt -
d. Iula Pratt
e, Maude Pratt
f. Hampton Pratt. 11l
g« Reece Pratt
h, Nathan W, Pratt

8. Andrew Jy, Pratt b, September 10, 183L; m. Missouri Easley; moved to Texas

He enlisted in the Confederate Army and died about 1863.
One child: |

a. Erastus Pratt

9. Mary El:.zabeth Pratt b, January 29, 1837; m. John L, Wallace
(probably widower of her cousin Frances Myra Pratt)
 a.(Ninnie)Sarah ;Bugenia Wallace
b, Hatthew Du.ncan Wallace
c. Nannie Wallace
d. Marshall Wallace
e. Joseph Wallace -
f. John Hopkins Wallace
g. Florence Wallace

10, Absalom Pratt 11 b, September 11, 1839; m., Sarah Ann Crews; Killed in
- Civil War at Battle of Resacea. Left no heirs.
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ABSAIOM PrATT

Absalom Pratt, second son of Richard and Rebecca (Beavers) Pratt, was
born June 22, 1793 in Stokes County, North Carolina, While yet ummarried he
bought a fa.rm of 80 acres, but desiring to explore new territory he disposed of
his properby and in 1817 he followed his brother Hopkins to the Alabama Territory.

His original home was , a few years ago (and probably at the present time),
still occupied by his descendants, The one story house, built of hand hewn tim-
ber in 1821 (or about that time), stood in a grove of cedar trees, and it was
located but a short distance from the limestone bluff that drops in a steep in-
cline to the Cahaba River. , .

Absalom Pratt was about five feet seven or eight inches in height; his
hair and complexion were dark. But his eyes were the same vivid blue that char-
acfterized all Pratts for generations, He was not handscme but had a great charm,
and, as was said of him, he had "a winning way%, His educational advantages were
very limited, but he was very embitious to gain knowledge, and with the help of
his mother he learned to read and write. He could calculate any mathematical
problem in his head with great accuracy, and seeing the need for an education
took an active part in the education of his own children.

- In politics, Absalom, in Jackson's day, was a Democrat, but about 18h0 be- -
came a Waig, He joined the Bapta.st Church and was baptised by his brother, Hev.
Joab Pratt, in 1839.

-In 1825, three years after his marriage, Absalom became interested in
military tactics and attended military school. He was appointed Iieutenant
Colonel of the 23rd Regiment, 15th Brigade, 3rd Division, Alabama Militia and was
comuissioned on June 3rd, 1835. In 1839 he was elected to a colonelcy, and in
18l he received his commission from the Jovernor as Colonel Cozmandant of the
County. Eis uniform consisted of a three cornered blue hat, knee pantaloons,
silk stockings and slippers. His sword is still in the possession of his des-
cendants, dJust before his death Absalom Pratt was spoken of as a suitable can-
didate for General of the State Militia, but death intervened, After a short ille-
ness he died of &yphoid fever at his home in River Bend on July 9, 18L5.

“Absalom Pratt married Mary Dickermoax in March, 1821% She was born in Edge-
field County, South Carolina, in December, 1800, but when she was a child her
father moved to Warren County, Temnessee. In 1817 she went to River Bend in
Alabama to live with her sister Sarah who was married to Hopkins Pratt., Her mo-
ther had died when she was sixteen and her father had married again. Being une-
happy at home, her father gave her a spirited horse and put her in the care of
scme people who were passing through Alabama on their way out west. They saw her
safely to her sisters home in River Bend and she continued to make her home there
until her marriage.%(another date given - March 7, 1822)

It is told that one day fun loving Mary chkeram, on i‘a.n:f.sn:x.nc> her dinner,
placed a wish bone over the door, telling her sister that she wanted to see if a

lover would walk in.under it. A short time later, Absalom Pratt, unexpected in

Alabama and a stranger to Mary, did walk in and they fell in love and were mar-
ried in 1821¥ They had twelve children - six boys and six girls. x(or 1822)

Shortly after her marriage, Mary Dickermem Pratt wes baptised in the fel-

lowship of the Enon Baptist Church (later known as Rockey Church) and she later
became one of the Charter Members of Schultz Creek Church in River Bend.
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Mary Pratt was tall and slender with black hair and blue eyes and a fair
complexion. She had an unusually strong character, and was a fearless horse-
woman who could mount her horse with ease and grace from the ground. ©She liked
and enjoyed Jokes on herself loved al}. cb:z.ldren and called her own "little
lambs®,

TIn the typhoid epidemic of 1845 dur:n.nb the months of June and July, Mary
made four sad pilgrimages to the lonely Pratt Cemetery on top of the knoll, a
few miles from her home in River Bend, The inscriptions on the grey l:.mestone ’
hand hewn slabs, st:.L. standing in the old cemetery, tell their own story.
Martha Amanda, the youngest cba.ld died June 9, 18245, less than a month later
the son Joab passed away. He was a twin af John and aged almost twenty years.
A few days later Absalom, the husband and father, followed his children in deaih:
and finally little Mary aged six was laid to rest: her inscription reading:
Mary 4, Pratt May 12, 1839 - July 15, 18)45.

Absalom Pratt left his fazn:x.ly with anple means, and after the death of her
husband Mary Pratt assumed the responsibilities of rearing her large family and
running the plantation. She rode over the fields on horseback to supervise the
planting of cropss She ran the grist mill and ope a,wed the Ferry which crossed
the river, She sent all of her sons to college, and hen the war came on she =
owned fifteen or twenty slaves and her property was not mortgaged in any way, So
proverbial were her fire and energy that through the years when a.child des- |
cendant showed these traits they were referred to as chkerm tra:.ts or®the
chkerman in them™, - i

| < (Mary Pratt) . '

During the War between the States she/ contimed to menage the plambtation -
despite all the trials and hardships that she was subjected to during vhose
trying years, When her oldest sons left for war their families came live in
her home for protection. When her last son had gone to aid in the conflict she
carried on alone with the help of a few faithful slaves, and scmehow managed to
save her lands from destruction at the hands o the Union soldiers., There was
one occasion when she prevented the soldiers from crossing the river by having
the cables cul and the ferry boat set adrift. This.resulted in gz loss of much
of her income for while the boat was later found in Mobile it could not be
brought back, nor could it be replced™in those times,*(replaced)

During those war years, and shortly after it's close, Mary Pratt lost
several more of her children., Her daughter Fanny, who had married John L.
Wallace, died in 1862, and both Selly Mirah and Billy died in 1866. Billy,

(Lt. Wlll:.am F. P*'att) had managed to survive the war years but atthe close suc-
cumbed to a congestive chill while at home in River Bend on furloac' -~ When

her son John died in Mississippi or Tennessee in 1869 leaving a four year old
‘son, the child was brought back to River Bend and raised as one of the family in
the home of his uncle Leonard C, Pratt.

Duiing the last years of her life a stroke of paralysis left Mary Pratt
very infirm. She died in the home of her oldest son, Harvey Pratt, June L, 1882,
and is buried Yeside her husband in the Pratt Cemetery in River Bend.

(For children of Absalom and Mary Pratt see next page)
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CHILD&EN OF ABSAIOM AND MARY DICKERSON PRATT

1. James Harvey Pratt Born Dec., 26 1822 in River Bend, Ala,

Married (1) Doc. 21, 1854 Rliza Inc:.nda Braswell
Married (2) Nov. 28 1872 Azalea C. Miller

Died Aug., 27, 1908 in River Bend, Alabama,

Eliza Iacinda Braswell (3-22-18h0 1-2-1865)
Left Heirs - had a son Allen Pratt.

2. Rebecca Beavers Pratt Born July 12, 182k in River Bend, Ala.

Married Sept., 22, 1842 Roberson Glass
Moved to .L.lSSlSSl})Ql ca 1861 -
Known Ch:.ldren' -
as Mollie Glass Born Jdan. &, 1845 . ----Dew | |
Iived in }b..mrod, Texas, was l:.v:.nc July 29, 1931

' b, Bugenia Glass: No information

c, Absalom (@ass " - #

| 4, Ebb Glass . ¥ ® | |
3. Jozb Mar:.on Pratt . Born Nov. 28, 1825 in River Bend Alabama
(twin) Died of ty-oho:.d fever July 5, le;S aged 19 years

Li, John Washington Pratt Born Nov. 28, 1825 in River Bend Alabama

5.

(twin) Married (1) Martha Allison before 1850

Married (2) Emma Westherdd Mcleod who d. ca 1868
Married (3) -———- ca, 1869

‘John Washington Pratt studied law anagt_ eaecame a dudge of Probate in

Memphis, Temnessee. His first wife, Soon after their son Allison
was born, The child lived with his grandmother Mary Prati, but died
as a child, John W. Pratt's second wife was a widow, Emma Weathergd
McLeod,who died ca 1868 leaving a two year old son, John Weatheréd
P'fa.u'b. John Washington Pratt married a third ’clme but died soon -
after - aboub 1869-'.70, His fowr year old son was taken back to
River Bend and raised in the family of Ieonard C. Pratt, his uncle.
Children of John Washington ZPratt:
a. Allison Pratt ©Born cz 10651 - d. as a child,
b. John Weathergd Pratt Born Memphis, Temn. April 12, 1866
| Married Nov. 1896 Iillian Garland Aldrich
daughter of Congressman andé Mrs. Wm, F. Aldrich.
About 1889-90 graduated from Vanderbilt University
and practised medicine and owned a drug store in
Montevallo, Alabama, He was lost to the world for
eight years in the Klondike and died aboutl July,
1918 in Mobile, Alabama, He had one child raised by
grandparents and called Josephine Pratt Aldrich,
/who married F.W. Harris,

Richard Hopkins Pratt Born Dec. 17, 1827 in River Bend, Ala.

Married in June 1856 imanda Suttle daughter of John
and Mary Amn (Coodwin) Suttle
Married (2) Arvezena Peters in 1872.
| Died September 1lhith (or 17th) 1908, at Six Mile Ala,
In his youth Richard Hopkins Pratt atiended Jonesborough Academy, later
at the University of Alabama he received his B.4. degree (June, 1855)
In about 1856-57 he took charge of Six Mile Academy in Bibb County, Ala.
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With the exception of the four war years, he taught here for thirty-one
continous years educating hundreds of young men and women. In the War
between the States, he was Czptain of Company D, 20th Alabama Regiment, -
and was captured at Port Gibson, Mississippi May 1st, 1863. After almost
two years spent as a prisoner on Johnson's Island, and just before the
surrender, he was finally exchanged.

Tn 1896 Richard H Pratt was elected Superintendent of Education for
Bibb_County and held this office until his death in September, 1908.
After the death of his first wife Amanda in 1871 he married Arvezena
Peters. There were no children of this second marriage. |

Children of Richard H. and Amanda Pratt: |

a., Mary Gora Pratt 1858-1936 m. 1882 Thomas A :é‘% duranu

b. Florence Davis Pratt 1860-1936 m. Rev, Jame *Iuc ;0%

c. Bstelle Pratt ~1918 m. 1893 James . EBpetson

d. Nettie Pratt 18651939 m. William Wyatt Arnold(no Children)

6. Leonard Callavay Pratt Born May 21, 1829 in River Bend, Alabama

~ Married Oct 23, 1861 Mary Ja.ne Clements

Died in 1918 in River Bend. - |
From a newspaper article (name of paper and date not known) aescribing
River Bend and its citizens we learn that Leonard Pratt's home was on the
left side of the road in a grove of trees and on a ha.llzop, and, also, that
he was a great citizen and reared a splendid family. He had uwelve child-
ren end also raised his nephew John Weathergd Pratt. His son, L. C. Pratt,
Jr, wrote the Pratt Family History with the help of Joseoa_ne Pratt Aldrich,
daughter of dJohn ’si’ea'bber,éd Pratt. We are also indebted to Iillie Pratt
Logan, daughter of L.C, Prati, Sr, who later collected much data on this
family, Of the twelve chiidren we have ithe names of only five of them:
2. leonard Callaway Praitt, Jr.
b. Walton Pratt m, Holean -----, Iived near his father in River Bend,
¢. Iillie Pratt m, J., Phelan Iogan and resided in Montevallo, Ala.
d. Theodosia Pratt m, w=---==Greene and lived in Alabama
e. Linnie Pratt  m. Frank Farrington (she m. (1) ---Crowe

Te T:hl..a.am Fletcher Pratt Born Dec. 20, 1830 in River Bend, Alebama
Apparently never married
Died April 17, 1866 in River bcnd £l 2oama
Mollie Glass Dew, niece of William F, Pratit, wrote in later years taat
“Uncle Hop! and "Uncle EBilly" were favorite uncles as she went to school
to them and knew them best, and that like his brother John, Eilly was
rezdy-witted, handsome and popwlar. He was a lieutenant 3.n the War

between the states and died aged thirty-five of a Uconjestive chill while
at home on furlough at the close of the war,

8. Theodosia Pratt Born September2nd, 1832 at River Bend, Alabama
Married (1) w-——- HAass (2) e———==lleaver
Died Jan, 19, 1893 at old home in River Bend.
Known Children: (Iela N. Weaver (1873-1900) buried in Pratt Ceme’cez'y
2. William Weaver /may be a daughter)
b. Andrew Weaver - Visited his relatives in Texas with cousin Walton Zrati

when he was a young man - the only ores to visit there,
c. Manley Weaver



9. Sarah Myrah Pratt Born May 11, 183k in River Bend, Alabama

Never married '

Died July 20, 1866
¥ollie (lass Dew in a letter written in 1923 remembered visiting her
grandmother Mary Dickerson Prati: I often stayed with grandma for two
weeks at 2 time and we szt up at night and talked till late, Aunt Sally
Mira and Aunt Fannie, and they were always good and kind to me - never
had one of them to find fault with me.® Sarzh Myrah died aged 32 years

-/ ab the close of the war,
10. Frances Myrah rratt Born Dec. 3, 1835 in River Bend, Ala,
Married John L, Wallace and resided east side of Czhaba
. Died March 10, 1862 aged only. 27 years. /“' River.
Buried in Pratt Cemetery in Kiver Bend
Ii‘/ children we have no record of ‘baem.
there were
11, ¥Mary Abigail Pratt Born May 12, 1839 in River Bend, Ala.

Died July 15, s 1845 ~ buried in Pratt Cemetery.
The last of the four to die during the epidemic. The story is told of
little Mary,that sick so long and emaciated from suff em,..g and weakness,
she seemed to sense that her mother was almost exhausted from the care
‘and mrsing of all, and that she looked into her mother's eyes and said
#lay me down mother and let me die'l. Mary Pratt said that she laid her
baby in the little bed and that the child "closed her eyes and went '
 where God reigns and sui‘zsm.nc is unknown®, .
(this story refers to one of the two youngest daughters - Mary or

‘Martha - from the dates on the stones we believe it refers to Hary)

12, Martha é.manda Pratt Born July27, 18L1 in River Bend, Alabama
| : ,D::.ed Junc 9, 1845 aged not quite four years
The youngest child in the fama_ly and the first to d:.e
in the epidemic,

If M?l.{l PRATT FIRTCHER

Maria Prat ’c oldest daughter of Richard and Rebecca Beavers Pratt, was
born probably in Stoxes County, North Garoli 1ina in 1795. She married a Fr. Fletcher
and we believe his firstname was Williaw*as her nephew, son of Absalom Pratit, was
named ¥filliem Fletcher Pratt, William Fletcher, aged &0, is lisied in the 18‘:0
census &s living in the nome of Pulaski and Dura.na Wellace., Durana was a daughter
of Hopkins Pratt and if we are corrsct in essuming that William Fletcher l:.sted
here was the husband of Maria Pratt *le‘bcher, then this would indicate that they
had 1lived in the River Bend arez and that she had no doubt died before 1850,

*{¥William Fle uCheI‘ is Correct)”

JOAB AND FRANCES PRATT

. Joab Pratt, son of Richard and Rebecca Beavers Pratt, was born sbout
1797 in Stokes County, North Carolina, EHe settled in :ia‘yanple Creek in Bibb
County, Alsbama and vecame a respected Bapiist preacher, After some years of resi-
dence in Alsgbama he moved to Texes (another account states thzt he moved to Ark-
ansas). He married Frances, daughter of Obediah Vernon, whom we believe may have
a2 son of Cept. Richard Verncn. His wife's brother Nchemish Vernon came to

Alabama and also lived in Bibb County. From old letters kept in the family we

ould ga bne?' that Joab had a daughiter who married a Millfer, and thai he may have
had a son*Jesse who married (1) Fannie Fox and {2) Elisabeth Gibson, dJesse Praths

had children who lived in Pochantas, Arkansas and Ironton, Missouri,(doubt{ul if
" a son but should be 1nvestlo-a€edfmher)
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MASY ABSTCATL PRATT

Mary Abigail Pratt, daughier of mcaard and' Rebeccz (Beavers) Prati,
was born in Stokes County, North Carolina HNovember 3.0 , 1800. She married
Joel Iowrey and they lived near the Pratt homes in River bend. In the War
between the States six of their sons gave service to théir country. dJoel,
husband of Mary Abigail, was born November 8, 1790 and died Janusry 8, .4.881.
wiary Abigeil died in middle life and perhaps of the fever - iugust L, 18L5.

Both she-and her husband are buried in the Pratt Cemetery in River ZEend.
Their children wers:

1. dJohn: lowrey  b. ca 1822 m, Jane Gocdson

2. Harvey Lowrey Db. ca 182k n. Elizzbeth R:L_ey (his name may have
‘ been James I.arvey)

3. Perry lowrey b, | I R Smith

L, E‘lefc?ier Iowrey m, Alice ’Iho:ﬁas

5. Barton Lowrey " om Elizsbeth Fhemas- lived River Bend
6. Charles C, lowrey - no family |

Te Newbon lowrey no family

8. Adaline Iowrey m, Azar Hayes

9. Rebecca I_bm"ey m, Henry Hall

10, Maria Iowre ey | me Thomas Jordan

ll. Polly lourey M, = = = Hood

-

John Pratt, cne of the youngesi of the children of Richaxd a.nd &,bacca
(Beavers) Pratt, was born in Stokes C

He wmarried about 1830 a Miss Fumphr
Pumpnrey whao married idehemizh Vermo

ountsy, Nervh Cerolina snoril

- Y y
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THEODOSIA PRATT

Theodosia Pratt, youngest child of Richard and Rebecca (Beavers) Pratt,
was born December 11, 180, in Stokes County, Nerth Carolina, She married in
Tuscaloosa, Alsbama abou+ 1819, Architeld Henry Blake who was born December 8,
1795. '.rch:.bela was born in Ceorgia bui he came to Alabama from Tennessee.
b was with her thet-Rebecca {b@aVC"’S } Pratt made her last homwe. She died
Octobef 20, 1877 and her husband died June 9, 187.Fand bo th are buried in the
Pratt Cemetery in River Bend., 3{or Jamuary 9, 137&)

Children: (order of birth not knouwn)
~ sor 11/13/1820 | |
1., John Blake  (7-13-1820%~ 10-13-1883) m. chy Griffin {(4-7-1826 -
Both are buried in Pratt Cemetery T=13=1902)
“L*o known Childrens
a, Richard H. Blake b, 1845
b, Marion A, Blake D, 18.;8

2. Archibald Hemry Blake, Jr. (L-22-182L - 8-9-1892) m, Jane Revis (12-10-
183 = "o08 -1905J. They were married April 13, 1856 and
‘both are buried in the frgtt Cemelery in River Be-ndo

3. HMarizh Blake S’:le was born Feb, 23, 10626 in I"L‘Lsc:za.._oosaj, Llabgma and died

| y Banner, Mississippl July 8th I91Q. Ste married Dec, 11,
"’wS Jesley Johnson in Centreville, Alsbzma, They moved

bo Mississippi in 1857, He was &lso called Joshua Wesh Johnson.

d‘f

They had several children - only one known to uss
i, “&saltef Mack Jchnson Born Dcco 28, 18&5; Died Dec, 29, 1935
in Forit Vorth, Texes, MNarried July lo,
Mary Lyr’cle Ballaxd, /1893
L, Asa Blake Born sboult 1827 = married -----=Fierce
5. Richerd Blake Born about 1332 - married (1) klizab Falton {2) Naney

\
Cariisie - tney had &t least a2 son Isa'c T, born

6. Hebecca Blake Horn sbout 1863 - nmever married

- ™ - 2 P’ / < Fomonn ctin

/e Zachel Bizke born 2bout 15835 - married (1) ----Xello {2} John Tnrzsher
Ko Children,

o T o 1 o ~1 ! : 3 A Via e

G, iary Blake Eorn eboub 1836 - married Thomas Carlisle
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WILIIAY PRATYE O AnLUWITLL COULTY SOUTH CL

g
g
5:

Tae descendants of Williem Frail of Lbbeville,Courty, South Carolinz have
never becn able to trace him beyond South Cerolina, “b n“s been 1
tofore, there may have been a relationszip between the Hocxingn a
those of Abbevilie uounby; tHlliiam would be about the age of ichard Frattils
father as he was said to be bora about 173, and it cowld be that he, toc,
stemmed Irom the Cub Creek family o. Viiginis

e -—COMM‘N

One of the Pratt traditions in ihe South Carolina family is thal ihrec
Pratt brothers icame over® oriicane C}f*““ and that one of them was Killed by
Indians., nowever, iilliam is tie ohly ofi¢ of tie name found in the .JAbbeville
area st the time of the Revolution, and those found there later were descended
from him, He was appax ently in South Caroline as early as 1756 as in the census
of 1850 Saran Pratt Gantt (name given as Grant in the census) gave her age as
9Ly and the place of her blrth as South Carolinz.

William Pratt married (1) =mma Haze (Hays) and (2) perhaps Mary Drennen,
as there is recorded in Abbeville the marriage of William Pratt and‘%ary Drennen,
Spins?er January 28, 1783. Mary Drennen.mgy have been the mother of his younger
sons vames and David,

fe settled sometime before the Revoluition in the north central part of
ibbeville County between Due West and Level Land. He owned land on Hogskin Creek
and his mill(Pratt's Mill} was located on Iittle Aiver. 4 few years azgo the old
nill was still plainly in evidence.

William Pratt served in the Revolution;as a privaite,after the fall of
Charleston, and several documents testify zs to his service and also that the

war must have come/to his very doorsiep on the Iittle Ziver.
almost

A .- : LI - > .o-—_-~“-.~_ i SR IS o
4t sundry times in the yezr 1781 recelved of “iliizn Zreti, for

the use of Ceneral Fickett'’s (Pickens?) Brig adb, Then on duty by
me, SiX hozs ol cne huncred weignt each a2lso two beeves one four years

b T A —
-

old and the cuizrs ‘nrvvy ¢ huncred bushels of corm ard ons huncred
fifty wei =t Zlower by ne Jonn Norwood Caplicin®

HPexr SOﬁ»llj azpeered Willizm rratt and made oatp thet on rigat ol
third of October 1781 bei ing in the company of Cact. Jean Xomiood
I Cencral (Pickens) =ri ad ¢ Prattls Mill, yhen & 12

-‘J

Waim

of Indians and Tory, commancted oy Cw uaningherde feaiod.z;a: coindany,

and lost one Tay mare his own Tight and property in toe susiic

service and never gov the sald mare nor received and velue for same

signed and sworn befocre nec Williem Iuckie July 18, 178

William Pratv died in old Iinely Six District now .obevilie County, Souta
Carolinz in 1797. EHis estate was adrinistered Merch 28, 1797 and the invenior;
was made way 3, 1797. IHis second wife llary survived hin.
Childrens
l. Seran Pratt Born in South Caroline in ;756 died 1858 azed 10Z2: marrii.

Cader Gorit who was vorn Lor, 15 1771, died Dec., 2, 1818

L
There we. . no caildren, Both are buried Ilitile liver Bapiics
nurch Cemetery in ibveville County.
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. Mary (Molly) Pratt Married Josizah Burton who was born ca 1763. Both died
in Abbeville County in 1829, Mary Burton's will was
written August 6, 1829, proven November 27, 1829,
Josiah Burton's estate was administered Sept. 5, 1829,

Childrens - ~

a. Robert Burton Born 17833 married Sarah Hall

‘b, Sarah Burton Born 1786; died 1838; married Winston Hall

c. William Burton Born 1790; died 1857; married Elizzbeth ---

d. Caleb Burton Born 1792; died 1860; married Dicey Smith

e. John Burton Born 1796; married r.h.zabeth Pruitt

f, Elizabeth Burton Married Samumel Black She was b, 1797-Res. Walker Co. ’

g. Peter S, Burton Born 1801; married Harriet Martha McGee [4la,

h, Mary Burton Born 1810 3 died 1886; married Joshua Ashley .

i. Josiah Burton Married Sally Osborn -May have died in Mexican War.
3. Joseph Pratt Born January 1, 1768; died April 7, 1826; married

- April 15, 1793, klizabeth Jones. Most of their children
continued to live in Abbeville County, S.C.

Children: |
a, tmma (Amy)Pratt Born 179L4; died 1869; married 1812 Samuel Young
b. Sarah Pratt Born 1796; died 18663 married 1815 William Young

C. William Pratt Born 1798; died 1863; married 1823 Martha Murdock
d. Thomas Pratt - Born 1800; died 1826
e. Joseph Pratt Born 18033 died 1826

f. Mary Pratt =  Born 1809; died 1816
ge John Pratt . Born 1812; died 1849; married 1832 Nancy Harkness
h, Nancy Pratt Born 1820; died 1826

i. Elizabeth Pratt Born 1806; married 1826 John McConnell (she was 6th
- #Caroline Pratt Adopted niece; married Thomas Crawf ord /child)
#(born. 1809; :died 1867)
iy, William Pratt, Jr. Said to have married and to have had nine children.
.. He moved to Kentucky

5 Susannah rratt - Married Tyre Ganti, brother of Cador Gantt, In 1615 they
: were living in Franklin Co., Indiana where other members
‘of the Gantt family had settled. (It has. also been said

that Susannah wes a daughter of uWm Jr.~-this very doubtful),

6. James Pratt Born March 31, 1788; died Sept. lii, 1828; married Sarah--
who was born Nov, 26, 1790; died April 25, 1840.
Children:
a, dJdohn Pratt Born 1808; died 18883 married Mary Kay (Key)

b, William Pratt  Born ca L811; died 1842; married Iouisa Robertson,
who was a niece of Elizabeth (Robertson) McCord of

| . the McCord family of Abbeville County, S.C.
c. Robert fratt Born 1817; married Iouisa ---

d. (daughter) Married Timothy Thomas
e, (daughter) Married william L. Cunningham
f. (daughter) Married James B, Key (Kay)

' go llizabeth Pratt Married lewis C, Clinkscales
h, Sarah A, Pratt Married John T. Miller

7. David Pratt Probably the youngest child of william rratt. It is be-
- - lieved that he married a daughter of Austin Smith, and

they had at least one daughter Almina rratt. Da:w d rratt
appears on littie River Church records as late as 1839.
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WILLTAM AND ABIGAIL BEAVERS

William Beavers and his wife Abigail came from Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia to Rockingham County, North Carolina shortly after the Revolution. He
died in Bockingham County z2bout 1790 and his widow, Abigail, moved to Stokes
County, North Carolina. Abigail Beavers died in 1803 probably in the home of
her son-in-law, Henry Hampton of Hamptonville, North Carolina,

The children of William and Abigail Beavers were:

‘1. Hannah Beavers me Hildiam McClellan
2. Sarah Beavers m. Henry Hampton

3. Anne Beavers = it =----=- James .
i, Mary Beavers m., Robert McClellan
5. Elizabeth Beavers ¥ —=e—-- Hutchinson

6. Abigail Beavers m. William James
7. Rebecca Beavers m. Richard Pratt
8. William Beavers

A great amount of research has been done on the first Beavers fa-
milies of New Jersey and Virginia not only in America but also in England and
Ireland in an attempt to trace their origins there. The researches have been
conducted mainly through the effortSof the late Harold A, Sonn who was the
editor of the"lNew Jersey Cenesis'a publication which was composed of genea-
logical and historical data of early New Jersey. Prior to the publication of
the Genesis, Mr., Sonn edited "The Beaver Log® the issues being entirely de-
voted to Beavers and allied families. |

It is almost certain that the Beavers family came from North Ireland.
It is estimated that they came from there to New Jersey during the period
1737-1740. Sometime after 1757 several members of the original emigrant
family (or families), namely Thomas and M.lln.am, moved over to Loudoun County
located in northeast Virginia.

There are several reasons why the family is believed to have come
i‘rom North Ireland, one of them beinz that many families with whom they inter-
married, or with whom they were closely associated, came from there., Perhaps
the mo st conclusive evidence came from the d:.scovery of 2 depos:.t:.on made in
1822 by one William Beavers aged 86 years, unerein he stated that he came %o
Virginia from New Jersey, but that his birthplace was Ireland. Still another
source of information gives credence to this theory as in his "Memoirs® pub-
lished over one hundred years ago, Casper Schaeffer stated that the Beavers of
New Jersey were "Hibernians®,

From researchers in Ireland a report brought word of one Thomas
Beavers who had lived there and whose children had the identical names (with
the exception of James) of the earliest New Jersey and loudoun County, Virginia
Beavers., i.e. Thomas, William, John, Samuel, Joseph and Robert etc. A further
searcih was being conducted there by the Ulster-Scott Historical Society, but
unfortunately Mr. Sonn's death intervened and we do not know the results of
these later explorations.

The Beavers in New Jersey

John Beavers - He was the first of the name found in New Jersey his cattle
mark being recorded there in 17l1. (or 1743)
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Col, Joseph Beavers He was born in 1728; died in 1816, Tradition is that he
married first 12?7 White and second Ann Clifford. In the
Revolutionary U %:as Commissioned Officer 2nd Regiment
of Hunterdon Count'y', N.Jd, He was Judge of Common Pleas
and Judge of Orphans Court., His family consisted of
. twelve daughters and one son Ceorge (1757-1820) who mar-
ried Sarah Lamning.

Judge Robert Beavers He was definitely kmown to be a brother of Col. Joseph
Beavers. One of his sons, Robert Beavers, was a First
Iieutenant in Revolipionary War and participated in the
battles of White Plains and Long Island.

Alexander Beavers- Found early in New Jersey and appears later in Louaoun
. County - had sons Abraham and Moses. (i'urther data below)

Elizabeth Beavers  Disappears from the New Jersey records about 1757

Thomas Beavers = - Name disappears from New Jersey records about 1757
4 and appears later in Loudoun County, Va. (see below)

William Beavers Name disappears from New Jersey records about 1757 and
later appears in Ioudoun Co., Virginia, William and ~
Thomas Beavers believed by Mr. Sonn to be older brothers
of Col Joseph and Judge Robert Beavers, This is the
William Eeavers whom we believe later moved to Rockingham

County, N.C. and who was the father of Rebecca Beavers
Pratt, (further data follows) -

Alexander, Thomas and William Beavers -loudoun Countyj Virginia

The earliest Beavers in New Jersey all lived within an area of 25 miles or so
in what was Hunterdon County. In Snell's History William and Thomas Beavers,
in 1757, are recorded as living in Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County, N.d.,
as tenants of the West Jersey Proprietor!s Tract. This is the last:record
found concerning them in New Jersey. In 1763 land was conveyed to Thomas
Beaver by John Cargil and his wife Catherine in lLoudoun County, Virginia , and
it must have been about this time that Alexander, Thomas and William moved to
this new location.

Alexander Beavers = The record below is from Deed Book L - page 155:
July 20, 1776 |
John Augustine Washington leased for life to Alexander
Beavers, loudoun County and Colony farmer, 150 acres in
tenure and occupation of Alexander Beavers - - - also lives
of sons, Abrsham and Moses Beavers to pay rent 7 pounds 13/9
yearly at new dwelling house of John Augustine Washington
on or before 20th of November each year - Witnessed: John
Hutchinson, John West, William Moore, E, Snickers, Thomas
lewelling, Richard Grubbs & Jeremiah Sanford,

John Aungustine Washington made the same arrangement .for
W:.ll:.amr utchlnso*l and for Joseph Hutchinson, aiso for
William 884 wife Sarsh Moore and son William Moore, dJr.
for all'their .L:.ves.

(note - Elizabeth Beavers, daughter of William and Abigai’
married z Hutchinson).
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Thomas Beavers He apparently moved from New Jersey to Loudoun County about
1763 the date of the land conveyance heretofore mentioned.
His will was written in 1770 and in it he names his wife
Martha and seven sons.¥* William Beavers was one of the
Executors. #(William Beavers, Sr.)
Sons named in the will were:

a. William Beavers John Beavers sold land to William Beavers in

b. Robert Beavers

¢c. Thomas Beavers

d. Joseph Beavers -

e. Samuel Beavers

f. James Beavers

s, John Beavers

h. Mary Beavers

Loudoun County in 1788. Another William of

-Loudoun died there in 178l:as the Inventory

for his estate was made that year.” So
apparently there were several of the name in

 Loudoun County at thattime. #(or 1782)

Yo data

- No data

‘He was a minor in 1770 the date of his father's

/will

A Samuel Beavers died in Loudoun Ccunty in 1838

leaving wife Sarah, children Thomas, Washington,
John 4., Eﬂ.lZaDe'Dh Garrett, Ti{a:m:':x.et Palmer and
/Julia Ann Beavers
He was probatly the James Beavers who was commis-
sioned an Znsign in Loudoun County in 1777 and
who served under Capt. William MeClelian who was
the husband of Hannah, dauzhter of William and
Abigail Beavers. ie was living in Henry County,
Virginia when he sold land to John Bezvers of
Loudoun County, and the property had been devised
to nim by his father Théomas . The deed is dated
dune L, 1785. Ve would like to investigate further
a Jemes Beavers of limestone, Alabama, ¥who applied
for Revolutionary ¥Wer pension there siating that he
was born in 1753, and who had a son Majors Clack
Beavers who merried Malvina, youngest daughter of
Spencer and Mary (Beavers) Clack.

Believed by some to have been the John Beavers who
married Mary, daughter of William McCleilan, Sr.

Mary was the sister of William and Robert McClellan,
son~-in-laws of William and Abigall Beavers,

By deed dated March 10, 1788, John and wife Mary sold
land in ILoudoun County to William Beavers, the land
having been given to John in the last will and test-
ament of his father, Thomas Beavers bearing date of
August 28, 1770.

This may not be a daughter of Thomas but she was
closely related. She was born N, dJersey Jan. 12, 1745
married Spencer Clack Nov. 2, 1766 in Loudoun Co,Va.
Spencer was a witness of Thomas Beavers will in 1770,
They moved to Henry Co., Va., but Mary Clack died in
Sevier Co., Tenn in July 1832.(see Jas. Beavers above)

William Beavers (see next page
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WILITAY AKD 45ICGATL BEAVERS

We have already stated that William Beavers and Thomas Beavers of
of Ioudoun County, Virginia were believed to be the same persons of the
names who lived earlier in Bethlehem Twp, Hunterdon Co., New Jersey. They
both settled on land in Virginia at a2bout the same time - 1762 and 1763.

In 1770 William Beavers, Sr. was named as an Executor in the Will of
Thomas Beavers. We rmust proceed cauz:.oaa...y here as there &ppears to be
several William Beavers in Loudoun County in the years 1770-.L780, but it is
pelieved that the William namec as ZXecutor was the one who moved to Roc=-
kingham County, North Carolinz. It is alsoc assumed, but not proven, that
William and Thomas Beavers were brothers, and, certainly, the records prove
that there was a close kinship between these two men.

William Beavers must have married Abigail in New Jersey and the oldest
of his daughters must have been born in that state, The first record we
find in Loudoun County pertaining to William was when he bought land there
in 1762 as follows: '

Deed Book C, - page Lié6 - Loudoun Cox.“uy, Virginia

lease made by William Elzey and wife Alice of Prince William Courrty
Yo William Beavers for 5 shillings Secember 20, 1762 on 106 acres
of land - LOO acres of the Mary Soilan Patent and 6 acres of Louis
Ellzey patent including old houses znd buildings,

Witnesses: William Hancock, William Alien, John Davis, Abraham Warford

Deed Book C. - page L67 - Loudoun County, Virginie

December 21, 1762 - William Ellzey and wife &lice the 2bove L0O6
acres of land were released for 76 pounds to William Beavers
(Wittnesses ag above)

William Beavers and his wife Abigail lived on this location in Ioudoun
County for gbout twenty one years and then in 1783 sold their land there and
moved to rockingham County, North Carolina. The land value of their property
had appa:ently increased greatly in those twenty one years:

Deed Book N. -~ page 450 Ioudoun County, Virginie

lay 9, 1783 - William Beavers and wife Ab:.gall to William Adams of
Fairfax County on lease L06 acres of land - 400 acres part of Mary
Bollen's patent and -6 acres of Iouis FEllzey for 5 su_l'1 ngs
Witnessess: John Moss, William Welters, Thomas Graffiort, Edward Adems

L A I

anac baral’* walter

1 c

)

Deed Book N - page 452 Ioudoun County

lay 10, 1783 - William Beavers and wife a.o:«.gall gave a rejease for
300 pounds to William Adams of Fairfax County for L06 acres (the
above land) (Signed; william Beavers, Abigail Beavers

(witnesses as above)

L4

In Hockingham County Wiliic: peavers and his son-in-law, William “»Ec-
Clellan, lived on the*May Mountair in the same vicinity as the Pratt famil
There is reference in the records of James Pratt being appointed overseer
of roads "inthe room of William izllellan%., In 1787 William Beavers and xis
son-in-law petitioned to build = C mi

\'.‘

Navember, 1787 The petition of William Beaver and Williem McClellan

for leave to build a Grist 11 in ﬂayo River ordered that the same
ly over untill next court 33



William Beavers did not live long in Rockingham County. His will was
written July 26, 1788 he then being ¥in a low declining state of health¥,

His will wes not recorded in the record of wills but he died in rfebruary, 1790
or just prior to that time, as in thal month an inventory of the estate of
William beavers, dec'd, was returned by the ixecutrix. In his will he named,
besides his wife Ab:.gall his seven daughters and his son William, and tae
latter was to inherit at his wife Abigail's death Mthe whole of my land and
mills, also Vincent Manly a servant lad to serve the remsinder of his time to
my son William Beavers when he arrives at twenty one years of age.'.

The youngest daughters, Abigail and Rebecca, the only ones unmarried
in 1788 when William Beaver!s will was written, must have married just prior
to his death in 1790. Unfortunately we do not have further data on the son
William, Jr., but according to a deed in Rockingham County,Abigail Beavers
and William (her son) were living in Stokes County, North Carolina in 1796.

In Stokes County, according to the 1800 census, she lived near her
son-in-laws, Henry Hampton and Richard Pratt, and living with her was 2 woman
aged 26 to L5 years. This second woman may have been the granddaughteriHRosy®
Hampton mentioned in her will. We do not find the nam e®1Rosy* among Henry
Hanpton's children but she must have been one of his daughters to have been
called "O'randdan~hter" by Abigail beavers. %(Rosey )

The will of Abigail Beavers was written March 17, 1801 and was recorded
in Surry County, N.C., in Notamber 1803. he was evidently living with her
son-in-law Henry Hampton ai the time of her death, In her will she left her
only son, William, only ¥one pare andirons® but he no doubt had teen given the
lands, or was to be. given the lands, that he was to inheriti from his father.
Rosy“Hampton was to irherit her personal things and the rest of her goods was
to be sold and the proceeds from the sale to be divided among her seven daugh-
ters, Henry Hampton was named Executor. In his will dated Iovember 21, 1831,
Henry Hampton mentions legacy due Ann games, Abigail James and El:.zabenn Hut-
chu.ﬁson {probably from the estate of William Beavers) #(Bstate of William

#(Rosey ) Beavers is correct)
The children of Wil]_.iam and Ablgail Deavers weres

1. Hannah Beavers  Borm 17h6; died 18033 married ca 177k William McClellan
~ ‘who was born 1743; died 1795. They lived in Rockingham
County and pvoth died in middle age. William icC leflan
served as a Capta;n in the Revolution in V_rnm.a and
James Beavers of Loudoun County served as a : ensign under

nim, _l:ero WETE m.ve known children.
3. E—ill:.am ¥cClelian (1775-1052) m. Matilda C. Joyce -es. Zincoln Co.
b. Ceorge McClellan Lived in Williamson Co., Tenn. rernessee
c. John McClellan Iived in West Tennessee

J
]

\!

de Mary (Polly) ¥cClellan o aza
e. Abigail McClellan ({Zbby) No data

o..

2. Amne Beavers No information except mo.t she married & —=—-== Jomes
Several James families lived in Ioudoun vounty, thma.

3¢ Sareh Beavers Married ilenry Hampton of Hamptonville, Yadicn Countr, IN.C.
For more deteailed data see Hampton family on last noses
of this menuscript - ch:.ldren l.;.ste%n next page.
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Children of Henry and Sarah Hamption

z., Thomas Hampton Yo data

b, Henry Hampton .~ no dzta

c. Col, Willieam Hampton Harried lancy Bryan - Ilived Swan's Pond, N.C,
d, Sarah Hampton Married Zichard Allen

e, Margaret Hampton Married Richard Allen as his second wife,

f, Hannah Hampton Married Jesse Allen (1773-1857) & res, Memphis
g. Abigail Hampton Married Matthew Benthal /Tenmn,
h, dJdohn Eampton No dava | :

i. Susannah Hampton Merried --——--Emitehead

Jj. Theodosia Hampton Married -~-----Ladd She died 1796 in Stokes uo.
k. Rosey Hampton (uncertain as to the identity of J N

nosey Hampton mentioned in Abigail
Beavers will as a granddaughter)

i, Mary Beavers Marned about 1786 Zobert McClellan who was a half-brother
William ¥MeClellan. He was born 1767 and died in 1850.

In 1789 Robert licClellan and wife Mery sold land in Loudoun
County, Virginia to HNaie Smith of that count In the 1790
census of Rockingham County (N.C.) he is 1list ed next to
Cov. Alexander Martin(and Gov. Martin had L7 siaves, more
than any other persoz listed in the countyj). In 180L=5
Robert McClelian and family moved to Tennessees, and lived
in Kelso, near Fayeiieville, in ILincoln County,.

Children:
a, Jenire McClell Born 1783; disd 18233 merflca ﬁbse:.o*n DaVis‘
be Nahcy MeClellan (twin)Born 1790; merried James MexXnight {(HMelNite)
c., Sally McClellan ¥ Bora 17903 merried James Wilson
G, Szmzl McClellan .  Bornm 17923 died 1795
e, William Beavers /Ainthony.
| McGlellan Born 1795; died 18243 married Mery hitaker
f. Wilson McClellan Bora ca 1795 or 1797 died 1839;
- (1; married 1820 zlizabeth Dean(or Deare)
\2) married 1829 Sars M, Thompson
5. flizateth Beavers No data except that she married ——e—-- fubchinsorand ws
know that there were Hutchinsons living in Ioudoun County.

#(or Hubtchison)

6. ALbigzil Beavers "{arried 2 Jarmes waose first neme we believe was William,
1iving in Stokes bOL‘:.‘::"G], H.C0, in 17906

-

near other naibers of
to Richard Prait w,..,vas wi
L:llz.am Jdean {provebly s

ney apparencly were

S r femily as & note of John Dearing
tnessed - oy Richard Berneii and
aoudd be Williem James)

7. Zebeccza Beavers Born ca 17673 died 18473 married ca 1789 Richerd Prati
| They were married in Hociingham County, N.C; moved to Stokes
County after 1790 and about 1817-20 moved to Bibb County,ila.
(for more detail see Pratt Family)

(for their children see following page)
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Children of Richard and debecca Prztt

Qe

€.

f.

8e

0. Wwilliam Beavers

Hopkins Pratt
Absalom Pratt
Maria Pratt

. Joab Pratt

Abigail Pratt
John' Pratt

Born 1791 in Rockingham Co., N.C; died 1811

in Bibb County, Ala. Married 1816 Sarah Dickerson
Born 1793 in Stokes Co., N.C.; died 1845 in Bibb
Co., 4la; married in 1822 Mary Dickerson.

Born 1795 in Stokes Co., N.C; married {william?)
Fletcher, Probably lived in Bibb Co., Ata. .
Born ca 1797 in Stokes Co., N.C; died probably -
in Texas; married probably in Bibb Co., Ala,
Frances Vernon a daughter of Ubedian Vernon.
Born in Stokes Co., N.C. in 1800; died 1845 in
Bibb Co., Alaj; married Joel lowrey

- born in Stokes Co., N.C; married a Miss Pumphrey;

Theodosia Pratt

died probably in Arkansas
Born 1805 in Stokes Co., N.C; died in Alabama in
1877; married in Alabama,Archibald Henry Blake

Very little is known concerning the only son of William

and Abigail Beavers, He was living in 1801 when his
mother?®s will was written. In his father's will of 1788
he was to inherit (after his mother's deatn) all of the
lands and mills of nis father. We have found no record
of him after 1801. |

FAMILY OF WILLIAHM McCLELLAN, SR:

William McClellan, Sr. was the father of William and Robert McClellan
who married daughters of william and Abigail Beavers. He came from Northern
Ireland in the 17u40°'s and settled in Loudoun County, Virginia., His first
wife died and he returned to Ireland, and probably there,in Ulster riantation,
married his second wife Sarah (her last name may have been Wilson) william!s
son Robert was born of this second marriage, William ricClellan's will was
written June 1, 1775 and recorded august 15, 1775 in Loudoun Co., Virginia.
in his will he named his wife Sarah and four children: |

a,. William McClellan

b. Robert McClellan

Ce Martha Mcclell;m

d., Mary McClellan
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Born in 1743; died 1795; married Hdannah Beavers
Born 1767; died 1850; ‘married Mary Beavers
Married =e—e—--Murphy

Believed to have married Jonn, son of Tnomas
and Martha Beavers of Loudoun Gounty.



WilL OF WILITZ2M BEAVERS

Copy of original Will is filed with wills and other o0ld records in basement
of Rockingham County Courthouse, but not recorded in Record of Wills there.
(July 26, 1788)
In the Neme of God Amen this twenty—s:.xbh day of July one thousa.nd seven
hundred and elghty-en.ght.

I, William Beavers of the County of Rockinghanm, State of North Carolina,
finding myself in a low declining state of health but of perfect sence and
memory, thanks be to Almighty God for the same calling to mind the mortality
of my body and knowing that it is appointed for a1l men once to die, do make
and ordain this my Last Will and Testament in mammer and form following, that
is to says. : |

First and principally I recommend my soul into the hands of Aimighty God
Who gave it me and my body to the earth whence it was taken to be buried in such
like mammer as my Executors (hereafter mentioned) shall think proper - and as
touching the worldly estate, wherewith it has pleased God to bless me, I dispose
of as followeth: (viz):

Item: My will and desire is that my just debts and funeral charges be first
paid and discharged.

Item: I g:.ve and bequeath to my daughter Abigail Beavers fifty-five pounds
current money and one bed and furnitures ;

Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter Rebecca.h Beavers fifty-five paund.s
current money and one bed and furniture,

Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary McClellan Twenty pounds cure
rent money. -

" Ttem: I give and bequea‘bh to my daughter Elizabeth Hutchison ten pounds
current monsye

ITtem: I give and bequeath to my daughter Anne Jones ten pounds current money.

- Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter Sarah Hampton ten pounds current
money. |

- Item: I give and bequeath to my daughiter Hamnah McClellan ten pounds current
money.

Item: My will and desire is that the aforesaid legacies except the beds and
furniture be paid oub of the proifits arising from the saw and grist mill,

Item: I give and bequeath to my loving wife the whole of my estate ~ rezl
and personal except as hereafter excepted during her natural life.

Item: T give and bequeath to my son William Beavers when he arrives at age
of twenty-one years the parcell of land lying on the Northwest side of the branch
running from a Big Spring in James Galloways land down to the Mayo River, and at
ny Wife's death the whole of my land and mills, also Vincent Manley a servant lad

to serve the remainder of his time to my son William Beavers when he arrives at
twenty-one years of age. .
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- Item: My will and desire is that should Negro Sue have any issue my
daughter Abigail Beavers shall have the first live borm child and my daughter
Rebeccah Beavers the second and at my i¥ife'!s death the said negro and the rest
of her increase if any be sold (except the third live born child which I be-
queath to my son William Beavers when it is two years old) and the money ari-
sing to be equally divided among all my children.

Item: My will and desire is that my loving wife Abigail Beavers and
Thomas Henderson be Executors of this my last iill and Testament.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal the
day and year within written. _
' William Beavers (Seal)
Signed, sealed and acknowledged in presence of '
William McClellan Pink Overton Thomas Scales  dJurat -

WILL OF ABIGAIL BEAVERS

Dated March 17,1801 - Recorded Nov. 1803 in Surry County, North Carolina.

In the name of God Amen, I Abigail Beavers, being very sick and wezk in
body and of perfect mind and memory thanks be given unto God; Calling unto mind
the mortality of my body and Knowing that it is appointed for all men to die,
do make this my last will and testament

That is tosay principally and first of all, I give and Recommend my Soul
into the hands of Almighty God that gave it; a.nd my body I Recommend to the
Barth, to be buried in decent Chrlstlan burial, at the discretion of my Exe-
cutors Nothing doubting but at the general Resurrection I shall receive the same
again by the almity power of God.

And as touching such Worldly Zstate wherewith it has Pleased Cod tb Bless

me (with) in this l'x.fe, I give demise and dispose of the same in the follomng |
manner and form

First I give and bequeath to William Beavers one pare andirons

secondly I give to my well beloved granddaughter Rosey Hampton the priee of
one gray mare (which is thirty dollars) to be paid by Henry Hampton together
with one Bed & furniture one Chest & drawers cne heffer with calf one black hef=-
fer yearling One iron potrack with a nob one Dubtch oven one smothing iron one

Linning wheal®*and all my pewter ware also my knives and forks and one ILooking
glass, *(spinning wheel?)

thirdly all the Rest of my goods I leave to be sold and my Jjust debts to be
paid and the ballance to be divided amongst my seven ¢hildren (Equally) viz
Hanneh McClellan Sarzh Hampton Abne James Mary McClelland Elizabeth Hute-
chifsons Abigail James Rebeckah Pratt

lastly I leave Henry Hempton Executor to this my last will and I do hereby

uttzrly disallow revoke disannual all and every other former Testaments wills
legaces bequeaths and Executors by me in any wise before name willed and be-
queathed, satifying and confirming this and no other to be my last will and test-
ament., In witness whareof I have hereunto set my hand & seal this seventeenth
day of March in this year of our lLord one thousand eight hundred & one

signed in presence of (etc) Abigail Beavers seal

---------- new (name partially obliterated) |
Hannah Hampton 38




Generation 1.

7iliiam Hampton Born 1586 in England; merried Joan ----; from London, England
to Vlrg:l.nla ca 1621; will dated September 5, 1652. He was a planter and est-
ablished Hampfield in (loucester Co., Virgimia,

Generation 2.
Rev, Thomas Hampton, son of William and Joan Hampton, was an Episcopal mini-
ster in James City,County, Virginia., He was borm ca 1623; died in 1690,

Generation 3.
Capt. John Hampton, son of Rev. Thomas Hampton, was born 1650; died 1718; mar-
ried 1677 Mary Mann. He resided in King William County, Virginia,

Generation. k.
John Hampton, son of John and Mary (Mexn) Hampton, was bornm in 1683, died in
1748, He married in 1712 Margaret Vade and lived in Fairfax County, Virginia.
They were the grandparents of Col. Wade Hampton“of Revolutionary War fame and
great grand parents of Ceneral Wade Hampton of Civil War fame,

Children: % Later Major General Wade Hampton)

1. Anthony Hampton Born 1715; died .1.776, married (1) Elizabeth Preston,
- (2) Ann Bissell. About 1760-65 Anthony Hampton came
from Halifax Co., ¥Ya. and settled near Cermantown,
tokes Co., N.,C. In about 1772 he sold his land in
North Carolina and the family moved to near Paceola,
S. Garolina. Here in 1776 Anthony, his wife Ann and
his son Preston were killed by Indians believed to
have been led by Tories because of his sympathies to-
ward indeperdence of the colonies, John Bynam, his
Six year old grandson was carried off by the Indians
but was laver ransomed by his uncle, Gen, Wade Hampton,
His sons were all officers in the American Revolution
except Preston who was killed by Indians"%é’éd 22,
Children: Not in order of age
Major Jonn Hampton (1745-1830)
Preston Hampton - Killed by Indians aged 22 years
Margaret Hempton - merried Gray Bymum She was b. 1756
- Capt. Eéwerd Hampton {i7h8-1781)
Col. Hemry Hanpton  Born ca 1743
Major Jen, Wade Hampton {(ca 1752-1835)
LIt. Col. Hichard Hampton (17L7-1792)
Elizgbeth Hampton = born Virginia ca 1758; married
James Harrisoni died S,C. 1799.

2. John Hampton  Born 17183
3. Henry Hampton Born ca 17203 died 1778
i, James Hampton Born 1723; died 1801 - moved with brother Anthony to N.C.

5. (lary?) Hampton Born ca 1725
% 6, Thomas Hampton  Born 1728; died 17$6; married Sarsh Patiison alias
Congers, possibly merried (2) Sarah Pratt (see further)
7. zrgaret Hampton Born 1730 -~ may have never married
8. Lizabeth Hampton Born 1732; said to have married Capt. Thomas "‘r:.nle tt
9+ Zosamond Hampton Born 173L; married Col., William Winn and moved to S.C.

S S
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Generation 5. /1728
Thomas Hampton, son of John and Margaret (Wade) Hampton, was born October 17 ’
in Y¥ew Kent County, Virginia. He married (1) in Stefford County, Virginia,
January 1, 1749, Sarah Pattison alias Congers {as recorded in Crozier's Zarly
Marriages and Parish Records). According to family records compiled by Capt.
Harry Allen about the turn of the century, he married Sarah Pratt, Possibly
he married (2) Sarah Pratt, a widow, between 1785 and the time of his death in

1796. Thomas Hampton was ths um,u oZ \;:;:o wade Hampton of Revolutionary Ver
fame., Thomas moved from Halifax County, Virzinia to what is now the village

of Hamptonville, Jadkin County, ¥.C. adlﬂ.*l taken from Surry County in 1850)
He later returned® Virginia and lived "in Cascade , Halifax County, which is
just over the border from Rockincham Vounty, Forftha Carolina, His son Henry
remained in Hamptonville, His will is dated July 28, 1790, proved January 16,
1797. In his will he left his son Henry {who married Sarah Beavers) 6L6 acres
in Surry County, N.C. (later was-in Yadkin County).(Yadkin formed from Sur

Children: 1850

a. Henry Hampton Married Sarah Beavers; s died 1831 (see further)

b, James Hampton HMay have settled Frankfort, Kentucky .

Cc. Preston Hampton Said to have lived in Crant Co., Kentucky

d, John Hampton Iived in Pittsylvania Co., Virginia

e. Margaret Hampton Married 4pr. 5, 1785 In Pittsylvania Co. s Va,

James Colcuit.
f4 Nancy Hampton K Married Feb, 12, 1785 in Pittsylvenia Go. , Va.
| George Young, JI'.

Generation 6.
Henry Hampton, son of Thomas and Sarah Hempton, was born in Virginia; he married
Sarah, daughter of William and Abigail Beavers of Rockingham County, N.C., We are
puzzled as to why he was living in Stokes County, N.C. according to the 1800
census, as, so far as we know, he lived most of his life,after his marriage,in
Hamptonville, Yadkin County, North Carolina, In his w::.ll of 1790 his father
Thomas left him 6L6 acres in Surry County Pwhereon he now lives", Henry Hapton's
will is dated Nov. 21, 1831, Henry Hampton was a brother-in-law of Richard Pratt,

Children:

a, Tnomas Hampton

b, Henry Hampton |

c. Col. William Hampion Married Nancy Bryan and seitled at Swan Pond on

the Yadkin Fiver.

d, Sareh Hampton Married Richard Allen as his Iirst wife.
e, Margaret Hampbton Married Richard Allen as his secend wife.
f. Harnah Hampton Married Jesse Allen who was born 1771; died 1357;
lived in Memohis, Tennessee,

g. Abigail Hampton Horried Malthew Benthal
n, Jonn Hampton
i. Sussmnah Hampton Married —-—=—- wm.tehead
Je ¥Theodosia Hampton Married —e—=—- Ladd Danoaxy Courthouse, Stokes

% (or wes she a dau.  County, W.C. Aug. 11, 1796 - last will of

of James,brother Theodosia Iadd - Droperty to daughier, if she dies

of Henry Eampton)(?) 1. go to her brother and sister Tnomas Hampton and
| * Hannah Hampton - Henry & Sarah Hamnton made oath H

We have nou been able to identify wsey ria:no

but her grandmother,ibigail Beavers, left her ::ost
of her personal property in her Will dated 18C1.

Anc she was evidently living with Abigail Seavers
t that time, but she is not included in the list

we have of Eenry Hempton's children.

k. (Rosey?) Hampton

1.0



The Vernons were an oid Cheshire family of Norman descent. Randel
Vernon of Marsden, Cheshire, L:::g-a;.u , weaver, and Sarah Bradshaw of Sendthorn
in the same county, were merried November 1l, 1670. Randel and his brothers
Thomas and Robert came over about 18682 and settled in Pennsylvania locating on
625 acres there,

Randel and Thomas settled cn adjacent tractis o.L land and for some tinme
occupied Tthe same dwelling at wihich Monthy Meebings of Friends were held. 1T
might be said the Meelings were held circular &t ’ch houoes of John Sincock in
Ridley, rcbert, Thomas and Randel Vernon and John Edge in Nether Provine,
Chester County, Pennsylvania., XRobert Vernon is reporited not tc have been as
active a member of Friends as were his brothers Thomas and Randel,

Data on the three emigrant brothers follows:

Thomas Vernon Iived in Hether Provine, Cnester County, Pennsylivania after
his arrival in fmerica from fngland. He died Dec. 25, 1698
and is buried in Chester, Penmsylvania, His wife Eiizzbeth
died March 24, 171i, |

Randel Vernon  Born in Cheshire, Englend sboub 16L0. Came to Ame :i in 1684.
~ Married Sareh Bradshaw, He died in 1725 aged 85 years and his
wife died Dec. 18, 1713, They had a son dJacob who m “ried Enn
/Tearsier.

Robert Vernon  From Stokes in {heshire, ngland to America in 1682, Lived in
Chester County, :e_-.;oy.é:ra,&c,, One source states that his parents
were James and Hester Vernon. He married about 166h, Elearor
Minshall, aaz,.gntcr of John Minshall, He died before 1720, His
wife Eleanor died July 20, 1720.

Chilidren were: '

Alice Vernon 3Bapiised June 31, 166L Acton Cheshire, England
John Vernon Voo c1682 in Englandy married Sarsh Pyle 1702
Jacob Vernon & fov. 8, 1680 in icto on, Cheshire, England;
nerried May lLy; 1712 T canor Owen
Tseac Vernon Bora in Chester Jo., Poj merried (1) 1710 Hannsh
Williews married (2) 1730 Mary Mershall.He d, ¢cal790
Rebecca Verncn orried Thomes Garrett in 170L; married
{2} Sest, 20, 1718 Richard Jow s She 4, 12-23-174L8
- Thomas Veraon Zroveviy the Thomas Vernon who setiled in Cub
Crezek, Chariovte County, Vir b..n_.aa,

.x.
"r + h w2 [« T TR o™ ~7 TV i, e
Thomes Vernon, Sr., of CQub Creeic, Virgivis

m <72 - e <7 o~ e 3 LN TS 2

he records on the Virsiniz Vooumons are very skeitchy as tae sriendst
DA e~ - X L D el jym s ey = - 34+ < N e~ Y
zzeords of Cub Creek Meeting were cestiowsd by fire, however, it is Delieved b
- .. L 0T N i S N mma . .- ,"i'. 1‘\ .: -~ p Py K 37 3320
iz Vernon researchers thatv Thcemas Verndz ¢f Jub Oreek was a2 son of Hobert Verlign
"A AR s > -~ 1 e 3 o o~ Fanda 4 - o~ i, e}
.o of The three emigrant vrothers; of rFehnsylvania, &s all of the other Thomes

oD

vernons of that time were accounted for., Hoberd Ve“non’s son Thomas was dis
by Chester Monthly Meeting in 1709 and his name does nclt appsar -in eny Iuril
records of that colony,

Thomas Vernon, Sr. of Cuu Crec L
all of the other tithebles of fie name appearir;q on the 1ist of tithes for QOlid
Iunenburg County, Virginia., They iived in tha
later tecame Charlotte County.

}'1
A



The following is teken from & list of tithables for the year 17L9,
William Caldwell!s Territory. (I.:':cr scrme of these persons are 10::;d 1n Roc-.
kinghem County, North Carolina and in Abbeviile County, Sowdh Carclina )
Names follow each other on the original 1ist.

Thomas Vernon, Sr, ~——-——---e-——--
Iszac Vernon ————eemmccmme—x 3
James Vernon e———————eee——=3

Thomas Vernon, dr,—--————-——a—oe—--- 1

Jonathan Vernone———ce—emeeemaeceaa 1

John Pratte-——ecememcomce e -1
(several names down)

Jonn Vernore~—-c—ee- S |

James and John Vernon are alsc on a list of Colom.el Soldiers including
Rengers and Mi ula.

Though we have no proof the following men appear to be brothers and
may ali have been sons of Thomas, Sr. of Cub,Creek, Charlotte County, Va,.

Thomas Vernon = Wife believed to have been Sarah (Gaines; they had at least one
- son, Thomas Geines Vernon, who was born May 23, 1752 in Char-
lotte Co., Va. Thomas Gaines Vernon warried ca 178L Nancy Hicks,
He was a Revolutionary War soldier and died 1841 in Honroe Co.,
Tenn., His wife died in Bledsoe Co., Tenn, in 182L.

Richard Vernon He was bora gbout 17L& and would seem to be much younger than
» the others. He lived in Hadison Co., Va. (formerly Culpeper)
and was a Revoluticnary soldier, ipparently he lived for 2 time
in Rockingham Co,, H.C. but returned to Virginia. In Deed Book 1
page 1l;, Madison County, Virginia under date of Sept. 26, 1793,
Richard Vernon of M¥Madison Co., Virginia names his trust ed friend

and nephew Richard Vernon of ’*az_li‘ord County, N.Zarolina as his
lawful attorney to sell two tracts of land in Guilford County
containing 100 acres, hichard Vernon married Martha Tinsley.

Janes Vernon, Sr., Married Eleanor and is
”c,hau this was t”o corliy Prati-
ames of Cub Creek was the sem

{).;
e
ol
e

poss*i ple that she was a Prait and
‘ernon connection., We assume that
L as the one of the name who lived
in *%o"zc:x.n'*nam County, Horih oL na., J1n about 1785 he sold his
land Morua Cerclinz and moved to Aobeville Gounty, S.Carolina,
Appar ently all of his children excedpt Capt. Richard ;oved there
with him. He icc. in 4bbeviile Co., S.C. in 1802 and his wife,
Eleanor, died thers in 18l3. As near as can be ascertained
from the will and

() c“'

-

..)

a. James Vernon, Jr., Died 1787 in Abbeville Co., S.U. probably unmerried,

b, Thomas Vernon Believed to be the Thomas who died in Rockingham Co.,
N.C. in 1786 leaving wife Mary son John and perhaps
other chiidren, |

c. Capt.Richard Vernon Borz Cct. 33, 17-3 in Charlotte Co., Va. He may have
merried & sister of Richard Prati, and he mey have
been the Tatner of Obediah Vernmon and the grandfathe
throuch Chedizh) of Nehemish Vernon of Bibb Co., 4la.
In zis ¥Will James Sr, refers ©o his son Richard i
Jy isl oy

Cerolina, Richard lived most of his life in
Rockinghzn Co,; .0, Then moved in later life to

Williamson County, Tenmn, e was a captain in the
Revolutionary war,



Iszac Vernon  According to a far}_:.lj T

A Y4

d. Isaac Vernon Born dJamuary 7, 1758 in Charlotte Co., Va. In 1833
he appiied for pe:sz.o:z.zor his services in the Rev,
Viar, At that Time his w.Te was deceased axv’ he was

5 S.0, and ix Z.‘lbem Coa, e
£ nis father and in ¥illi of his

o
2 T " — T’;
brother, Jdames Jr,

f. Joseph Vernon Hamed in Will of father and in TH1l of brother James,Jr
g. Robert Vernon Sold land in E.ocl:mgham Co., N.G. in 1786.

~h. Eannzh Vernon Married John Hzzlelt -resided in Abbeville Co., S.C.
i. Saranh Vernon Merried William Lewis who died in Rockingham Co., X.C.

ca 17885 married (2) James Tinsley and lived Abbeville Co.

researcher Iszac first went from Cub Creek
(Coarlotte Co.) Virginia to Abbeville Gounty, S.C. ard then in
later 1life moved to Hockingham County, N.Carolinz. %We have no
other information wnich woula indicate that he lived in Abbeville
County, but he evidentliy is the father or gra.ndi'athe& of several

of those Vernons unaccounted _T'.‘ r in the records of Abbeville CGounty.
Ee left a will dated August 12, 1787 and named Lhe followings

Wife, Jane; sister Hebecca; mxecutors son Nehemieh & Senjamin (ates
Witnesses Richard Vernons Robert Means and ;Lzabeva Means,

Childrens :

a. -.Nehemiah g. -Jzne % m. James (third nsmed child in will
b. Jonathan h, E'Eary see further oxn him)

c. KRichard i, #lizzbeth

C, Isazc | Je Saren

e. Frederick k, Sukey

fe C'eorge 3.0 Dennan

"W

James Vernon son of Isaac and Jane Vernon sbove, may have been the James Vernon

of Roc cingham or Stokes County, H¥.C. who was the father of (1) Richard Vernon

s Jacd

Da ..LgU)’, married (1) Elizabeth David {2} Nancy Joyce™and moved to Jefferson Co.,
ﬂ

Ind; (2) Wehemizh Vermon borza ca 1730,
and nmoved to Jefferson County, I.nd; {3;
(L) Iszac, a hatter, James Vernca, fe

married Hartha (probably Hartha MHeans),
; duchn Vernon who went to 'en:zassee and
ther, said to have moved to Indiana with
asce

is
his sons. There is much data on the descendants of this family.
x*{he married Hancy Joyce :mlfu.s laue years inlnd, )

Y i - — . I ——m—
Obediah Vernca of Rockingham Count

Deen & son of Capt ichard - he

f o
. \»
wes a cousin of rzo:m.. s znd Absaiocx 7wzttt of Bib

5 b Count ) nlaua.c.. He married
as his secu.:i wife we--Pratt, o wes & second cousin, DBy his first wife ke had
at least (1) Frances Vernon who mariisd Jogb Pratt and lived Bibb Co., £la, and

{2) Nehemiah Vernoa b, 1809 i ‘u;‘:'_::;-'i:e:: Co., N, C, married Aremints Pumphrey;
moved from Tennessee to B ’“‘bo u~*~ 7. =io. Aznowvn childrens Oced_.c.‘g orn ca 1837;
Jesse, born cz 1839; Thomas J, bor =o ~I%; Xargeret, born ca 18ii: Sarsh, born
ca 18433 Theresa imm, born ca Lif.:::.f_.; SRR sorn after 1850 and DEITARS others,

g ibbeville-Rockingham famil

wge Mefagh Vernon was apparensily

[

)(_1_1

va'. 's, e, S.C. Sarai =e--3 merried szscond iz

13 Y. S
n 1785 in North Carolinay died = in Chembers, &lai married 1809 in Zbbe-
]

Adsbana, Rebecca Tever abcu:i

N
T e ‘ ‘
R
-
2

e

T—"‘,'A‘A e - . o nd ke s T -
fchenteh ¥ 2on a gunsmith by trade may nave been ol the Rockingham family. &=
T -~ . . Ny K T TA 2 o PR B
1iwved in . ~zssee when he entered sorvies in War of 1812, He was in the bau-.--:.

AT Py . Sy - -~ -,—-s-- - e~
of Yew Orl.:ns in 1815~ died of Tewer eon reute home; married Mary Xirg and @

P o Pl >, S T s - o e
Mulley and the wp"y settled in Coiey

Q.

-

eramigh, IZlcnezer, Polly, leah & Coorze Y. Vernon. His widow marvisd (2) JO-“-K-‘-_
Cotes Jounty{now Mill er), Missouri.

{
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