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OVER THE RIVER. 
BY NANCY A. W. P1mtST. 

Over the river they beckon to me--
Loved ones who've crossed to the further side ; 

The gleam of their snowy robes I see, 
But their voices are drowned in the rushing tide. 

There's one with ringlet's of sunny gold, 
And eyes, the reflection of heaven's own blue; 

He crossed in the twilight, gray and cold, 
And the pale mist hid him from mortal view. 

We saw not the angels who met him there ; 
The gates of the city we could not see ; 

Over the river, over the river, 
My brother stands waiting to welome me? 

Over the river, the boatman pale 
· Carried another-the household pet ; 

Her brown curls waved in the gentle gale-­
Darling Minnie ! I see her yet. 

She crossed on her bosom her dimpled hands, 
And fearlesly entered the phantom bark ; 

We watched it glide from the silver sands·, 
And all our sunshine grew strangely dark. 

We know she is safe on the further side, 
Where all the ransomed and angels be ; 

Over the river, the mystic river, 
My childhood ·s idol is waiting for me. 
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For none return from those quiet shores, 
Who ttOIS with the boatman cold and pale : 

We hear the dip of the golden oars, 
And catch a gleam of the snowy sail,-

And lo I they have passed from our yearing heart : 
The cross the stream, and are gone for aye; 

We may not sunder the veil apart 
That hides from our vision the gates of day ; 

We only know that their bark no more 
May sail with us o'er life's stormy sea; 

Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch, and beckon, and wait for me. 

And I sit and think, when the sunset's gold 
Is :flushing river, and hill, and shore, 

I shall one day stand by the water cold, 
And list for the sound of the boatman's oar; 

I ahall watch for a gleam of the :flapping sail : 
I shall hear the boat as it gains the strand ; 

I shall pass from sight, with the boatmen pale, 
To the better shore of the spirit-land ; 

I shall know the loved who have gone before, 
And joyfully sweet will the meeting be, 

When over the river, the peaceful river, 
The Angel of Death shall carry me. 



PllEFA.CE. 
This book i11 an omnium-gatherum of 

matter concerning the Priest Family in 
this country. The material has been 
drawn from all publications known to 
conta;n data concerning the family and 
I have spent many dollars in having 
town records searched, and have sent 
liberal fees to Keepers of Archives in 
Foreign lands. No one asked me to do 
this work, no one guaranteed a penny of 
return for time, labor or money spent. 
Yet when one learned that dollars of pos­
tage stamps had been enc:losed to be used 
on return letters of information that seem 
to have stuck in the receiver1 pockets as 
they never returned, he generously sent 
$2 in stamp11, the sole contribution for the 
pr1>duction of this work. As a general 
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thing the inteJ.ligent librarians of town li­
braries for history's sake alone have sear­
ched for and copied Priest records. The 
Statt' Lib1 ary sent bills tor each and every 
service. Many amusing demands have 
been made, one person demanding a book 
for what he considered the pri\•ilege o( 

inserting his name ; another objected 
to g1vmg family record if book~ wen~ to 
be sold-to pay part cost of publication ! 
Two or three when I sent out letters of 
inquiry regarding their ancestry seeming­
ly became imbued with a suspicion that 
there was 1omethirtg up. I am not cer­
tain but what they still believe that some 
of their early ancei::tors left fortunes over 
the Ocean and ~hat my devo_tion to history 
was only a subterfuge of a bold, bad man 
to in some way rob them of an inh-.!rit­
ance. One person made threats that if 
errors occurred I showld be arraigned by 
g~nealogists throughO'Ut the land : but the 
true genealogi~t never br,.nds honest and 
faithful efforts : they well know that there 
has never yet been a perfect genealogy. 
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Says that well known writer. Mr. B. L. 
Swan, "There is no perfect genealogical 
work extant, nor can one be made. The 
causes of error are many and are dif­
ficult to a·void." 

As a case in point, a lady who ha• fur­
nished us many vnluable Priest records, 
asi;;urf'd us of the correctness of some rec­
ords that by a slip ot her pen made her 
daught<!r's Jirthday many years Previous 
to her own. In another case th'() per,;ons 
unmlstakablv full brothers ciaimed dif­
ferent men ;s great-grandfatht·r:1 and it 
it was condusively proven that one of the 
:-o called great-grandfathers never had a 
male chil<l to perpetuate the name of 
Priei;;t. In copying records it ii; a very 
frl:'quent mistake af'er writing the name to 
take the date of birth. marriage or death 
fro=n the line a hove or bel0w and another 
is to cnpy Jun. for Jan. or Jan. for June. 
3 for 8. We have found cast>s where the 
family Bible records owned by different 
memhrrs of the same branch of a family 
did not corresponrl : and frequently th~ 
Bible and town record are at variance 
as to date of birth or death and even the 
tombl!tr,nes han· coDtradictory records, 
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and printers even fail to correctly inter­
pret themystical handwriting ot the con­
tributors. No claim is made for any ex­
cellency as a specimen of the art preser­
ative. I am neither a printer or a son of a 
printer, but u a matter of passing what 
otheu take for recreation hours, and in 
ordrt that such Priest History as I have 
collected may become available to others, 
I have also set the type, and printed this 
book two pages tit a time, the sole capac­
of a boy's printing press, which with a 
a case and a limited supply of type occu­
pies a convenient alcove of my library; 
As copy was always printed as fBBl as re­
ceived, chapters for separate branches 
were begun and this book will be found 
paged by 11ections and not as whole. As it 

· probable that another volume will be is­
sued at no late date, the index has been 
deferred. I desire to thank manv of the 
Priest Family who have kindly aided by 
work or kindly word, and I ask them to 
accept with as charitable criticism as 
possible this book, as an unpretentious 

· monument of t 1e author's industrv, and· 
good intent to preserve fast <lisappearing 
data ·concerning a family worthy of a 
better historian. 
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TH.E P RI.EST FAMILY. 

It is related thatye old man Urquhart 
of Crom arty, moved hy a laudable curi­

osity, sought to trace his pedigree to the 
antediluvians, "a fore the flude,'' and 
through Noah to Adam himself. History 

tells us that after long, untiring efforts, 
he failed to ~onnect, but the result of his 

researches was a "gu4ie sized buke," that 

contained so much that was creditable to 
· Urquhart's lineage, that he, having 

looked on the printed pagefl, was content 
to depart to the land of souls, leaving his 
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record ancestral as a precious legacy to 

his children. The Priest Family in 
America, although having an excellent 

lineage, have lacked Urquhart's spirit, 
like scores of other families that have 

been simply living in the present rather 

than in the past ; in fact letting "the past 

bury its dead.'' But a resurrection is 

dawning on the American people, and 
among hundreds of families today there 

is a growing desire to connect the present 
with the past, and so is it with the Priest 
family. 

A mo~t estimable lady, a member of the 

family under consideration, when inter­

viewed on facts concerning the Priest 
family, said : "I shall not be afraid to find 

myself related to any Priests in this 

world.'' The lady's surmises were well 

founded, for the Priest family in America 
has a most honorable record, and the 
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same can be said of the allied branchea 

across the Ocean. The name Priest is 

in itself a guarantee of good faith. It is 

one ot the surnames derived from ecclesi­

astical dignitaries, and has seldom belied 

its origin. The genealogist in search of 
the Priest pedigree has to stop some 
where this side ot surname making, nt a 

time when the most powerful baron and 
lowest serf answered to the same name, 

not from choice, but because they . wao 
administered the baptismal rite11 did it in 

a lump job, iiving the whole lot first bap­
tized the same name, and the second lot 

anothc::r name until it came to pass that 

there was such a multipHcity of the same 
name that confusion reigned. An era of 
surname making followed ; the introduc­

tion of family names naturaly began with 

those who stood hi&hest in the nations. 

The usual surname adopted by persons 
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of rank was that which designated the 

office which they held or the name of their 

most valuable estate. When a son suc­

ceeded as a matter of ri~ht to the 

property or dignity he also succeeded to 

the surname and in his turn transmitted it 

to his heir; thus came about through 

those wearing the garb of the priesthood 

the 1urname Priest. True to their 

name the ireai majority of the '?riests, 

through centuries, have retained with true 
'dignity their name-escutcheon, emblem-

·atit of dignity, religion and honor on 
" which it was foun ied. Indeed, the very 

first of the Priest name in America was 

one of'the Pilgrim band which came to 

new world in 1earch of religious freedom, 

~~~g~ry Priest was also first of that Pil-

grim band to to die after reaching Amer­
ic'l. 

The 1urnames most widely scattered in 
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a country are those having their '>rigin in 

location and occupation. To the multi­

plicity of early artizane is due to day the 

multitudes of Smitha. Families whose 

names arise from office and dignity are 
comparatively few. The membership of 
the Prie1t family is small wherever found. 

Going over to England, to Buckingham­

shire, Devoashire and Middlesex where 

the grealest number of the Priest narne 

reside to day, we find that with tea tho•­
sand names tor ll basis that of Priest .ec­
cun but seven tim~n _!)evonshire and fif­
teen each in Buckinghamshire and Mid­

_dlesex. The American Priest family is (er 

another reason •mall in numbers : while 
births were many, the survivals were few. 

The ever sympathetic genealogist feels 

to weep some times as he records the list 
of almost aimulta11eous deaths that left 

almost d~solate a home once happy with 
large family of children. Jn mo re than 
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one case the rec-eived letter of information 

read.:-"Yes, they did have a large fami­

ly of interesting children, but they died 

almost in a bunch." In maay cases the 

preponderance of children were girls ; of­

ten only a single son was left to perpetu­

·ate the nllme, and with a remarkable fre­

quency the legend reads--'• he never mar­

ried." From a study of th~ history of those 

counties in England where early Priests 

resided it is fair to conclude the Priests 
wereof Sann ancl Welsh origin, -but 

Priest did not become a family name until 

about the close of the Saxon Heptarchy. 

All branches of the New England 
Priest family have traditions that they 

descended from Degory Priest, who 

"ame over in the Mayflower. The best 

efforts of recent genealogists fail to find 
aatisfactory or conclusive proof to verify 

the traditiJn. There is what seems to be 
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a laudable determination on the part of 

New England Priests to believe until the 

tradition is proven false, which it never 

has been. •·Stand fast and hold to the 

traditions which ye have been taught,•' 

says the Scriptures. 11 Will you mock at 

Ancient tradition?" queries Shake11peare. 

Says Chalmers, the gifted author of' Cal­
edonia "Traditiou is alway15 founded on 

something : and where it is feasible, and 

s-apported by existing monuments, it i1 
likely to be true ; and if we reject it, we 

reject history itself." 

G~n. Kneeland in his Genealogy traces 

Maria Priest as shown further on to Deg­

ory Priest, and has stated since that he 

did in his research actually find a state­

ment that there \Illas a son John. Promi­

nent genealogist have stated to us their 

belief in Gen. Kneeland's honesty and his 

finding such record. Rev. Charles Priest 
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Hall found the same tradition among the 

Priests of Ct.. where a reliable man had 

seen the statement that Degory Priest had 

a son. For the last twenty-five years I 
have heen a collector of old books, and 

speot much tin e in old literature shops 

of Roston and New York. I have distinct 

recollection o( reading soon after I had 

become allied in a roundabout way to the 

Pri1tst Family by marriage, a statement 

ilr an old volume that Degory Priest had 
5 . 

two daughte~and two sons. the daugi1-

ters came to America with their mother, 

the boys were left with relatives, I read 

this before I became specially interested 

in genealogy, or realized how pleas­

antly harmless is the zeal tor tracing ge­

nc:alogy up toward Adam's days. During 

the laat three years I have spent many 

hours in unsucesstu I research to re find 

that record which I feel sure will again 
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be found. lt is clearly shown that Deg­

ory Priest had two daughters, who came 

over to this country with their mother 

after she had married Cuthbert Cuthbert­

son. She had bt!en wife of De gory Priest 

at least ten years. It is inconsistent with 

the custom of tho11e days to 1uppose the 

issue only two girls. lt was not an unu­

sual thing for emigrants coming to this 

country to leave with relatives a portioa 

of their children. The Keeper of Archi­

ves at Leyden, having searched records 

for me finds nothing concerning any chil-: 

dren of Degory Priest. No one in Ley­
den was appointed Guardian of Degory's 
boys if he had boys. It is not incoosista nt 

to suppose that these traditionary boyg 

were cared for by · Degory's relatives in 

England. If Mrs. Priest had children by 
Vincent. her first husband, it is evident 

that she left them also behind on coming 
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to America. As before stated, there were 

very few families in England or elsewhere 

answering to the name of Priest. It is 

hardly probable that out of these few 

families that two or three unallied Priest 

families should have come a~ emigrants to 

America within the first score year11 of its 

settlement. Who was James of Dorch­
ester, and Emanuel of Marblehead. and 

was Savage right in his guess that John 
was a brother? James of Dorchester in 

1637, became a landholder. If Degory 
'· 

Priest lett a son he would have been 11tar­

ting life about this time. It ia almost cer­

tain that all the first Priests in America 

were relatives; they called th~ir children 

after the ~ame list of names and they fol­

lowed each other in their short migrations. 

But who w&e the John, this missing link. 

that so many long to claim as ancestor? 

Has there been a mistaken identity be-
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tween the Johns of Salem, Weymouth 
and Marblehead? \Vho were James and 

John, and Emanuel-and who the father 

of John of Woburn? I confess to hearing 

Echo answer with a very unsatisfactory 
••Wtto?1

' 

But I have still confidence that these 

now puzzling questions will soon be with 

satisfaction solved. As the gifted author 

of "The Pilgrlm8 in their Three Homes," 

Dr. Griffis writes: "Strange to say, P.Y• 

en the Pilgrims place of origin was not 

· kaown to Hying man until half a century 

ago. Not only during their own lives but 

loni after they had passed away, the Pil­

grims now immortai in history and in sto­

ry of human progress, were like the "poor 

wayfaring man of grief' so far as king or 

country was concerned. When they left 

England, nobody recked whither they 

went. In Holland few inquired from 
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whence they came. • • Until near 1850 

their descendants, and our own and the 

English Nation could not place the Pil­

grim's cradle land." 

Degory Priest was the twenty-ninth 

among signers of the Mayflower Com­

pact and had long been a member of the 

Leyden Company. In the Leyden Rec­

ords he is named as having been from 

London ; Allerton, his intimJ\te friend was 

also from London. Degory Priest was 

raade a citizen of Leyden Nov. 16, 1616 

and in 1619 he made a deposition in which 

he called himselfa hatter. and that he 

was 4lO years ot age. 

The crest adopted by the Priests was a 

martlet and it was displayed in various 
forms. It was usually a fanciful bird., its 

legs cut down to mere feathery stumps 

and always without feet. as a mark of 

distinction of younger sons (by cadency 
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the fourth son) to remind them that they 

must rise by wings of virtue and merit 

not trusting to their feet since they have 

little land to stand upon. 

Many of the earlier Priests in America 

accumulated wealth by hlacksmifhing ; in 
some cases, being expert workmen thty 

were appointed Town Black~miths : in 

after years we find Josiith, the greatest 

of Priests in litt'rature, receiving the of­

fice of "Harnessmaker for the State 

of Sew Y Jrk.'' More than one New 

England Town History eulogises the 

blacksmithinf, _joining and 'cabinet mak­

.ing of the Pried!B who were early settlers. 

The early Priests grew well-to-do in this 

country by honest labor. When William 

Priest, the author and musician came to 

this country and vi,ited the Prie~ts in 

New England, Virginia, and Penmylva­

nia, he found nothing in them to be asha-
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med of; when h.e went back to England 

he loved to tell of the Labor aristocracy in 
Amt!rica. Here is one of William Priest's 

stories. With the accompanying illustra­

tion the story is taken from William 

Priest's "TravelM in Amei-ica." 

"Peter Brown, a blacksmith, of this city 

(Philadelphia J having made his fortune 

set up his coach one of the finest in Phil -

adelphia. But so far from being ashamed 

of the means by which he acquired his 

riches;hc caused a large anvil to be pain­

ted on erach pannel of his carriage with 

two naked arms in the act of striking. He 

also had on it the motto : 
"BY THIS I GOT VE.'" 

But the American '?riests had not the 

spirit of assumption of the Philadelphia 

Brown ; although no Govermental badge 

waa pinned to the lapels of early Priests 

or was emblazoned on their carriages 
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we find_ that in Mass~chusetts they, were 
granted lands for a_cts of patriotjam. The 
Priests were. not bac~ward in the early 
histo~y of New Eoglimd to ,fight the bat-. 
tie~ of the new cou~try .. They met. King 

Philip in his . fi_ercest : mood! they •WttP. 

in, tht; French ~n.d :.Indian ware ;•·many 

fought in the. ~evolution, and • in· the 

war C>f 1~1~. ~nd in,.the,Ci:viriwar,-each 

belieying in. the eiderthey foU'ght,with; 

Northern anp Southern -Priests·-w.et4e ;in· 

r~gimenu; ho•tiho .each , other ; · I?rie~/. 

a~d brave spldi.e:s of Priest'•blood;ibuflif' 

othen1ame fought et Rantiago;• + · ·, i<'i •• '· 

For a century st least the New En~latid 
Priests were partularly. a religiou1 familf ·, 
they were leaders in organizing churche ii · 

and CC:>Dttibtcd liberally toward building 

the meeting houses; and if a church had·· 

a steeple or a bell Priest generosity •was· 

a ineans for getting thf'm. Being gener- · 
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ous and often of high standing in these 

New England town a the Priests were as­

signed seats of dignity in the front at the 

churches they attended. A• soon as pos­
sible after birth the Priest children were 

taken by the parents to Church for bap­

tism ; or, if the c!lild sickened and seem­

ed about to die, so strong was the belief 

in baptism as a saving ordinance that the 

mini 11ter was summoned to the home in 

drifriDg snowa and almost pathless forest. 

.Although the early Priests resented any 

innovation in their religious belief,-and 

we have the graphic story of Elijah Priest 

standing whip in hand ready to whip 

Q,palterism out of a Cl,uaker ,-the Priest,; 
of to day represent all shades of liberality. 

In politics and in Legislasive halls we 

find Priests who are stalwart Republicans 

ardent Democrats 'and um:ompromising 
Prohibitionists. 
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The frequency which the early Priests 

were elected to town oft1ce i1- further 

proot of the confidence ancl ei-tcem in 

which this family was held by their fel­
low citizens. 

Further adding to the dignity of the 

Priest family were the marriage alliances. 

with such families as the Garfit-lds. Whit­

co:nbs, \Varners, Fairbank~. Lowdens, 

Chilr.s, Sawyers, Houghtons and other 
NewEnglandFirst families. 

The well tilled farmll, the cabinet and 

joiner11 shops, and the honor of being 
town blacksmith, proved less inspiring to 

succeeding generations and many gained 
)ivelih(lod by school teaching and the 

professions, and thus Jt cornea to pa~s 

that the Priest Family compared with 

other families seems to have its tull quo­

ta of educated men, lawyeM, physicians 

teachers, missionaries, C()llege Deana 
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College Presfdents and p;0fessors, jour­

!'~li~t~, and clergymen representing the 

~t~ictest orthodoxy, and others of all 

s~ades of liberality . 
. The common belief that the Priest fam­

ily in New England is made up of-three 

distinot and unallied families iii fast being. 
dissipated. 'My" latest disco~~ries bri~gl 
the seemingly estranged branch es into. a 

historic bond· of commo·n origin. · The 
majority of those·bearing the Priest name· 

in Pennsylvania are·Teally of New Eng-

1~»,4. !i.ncestry, and the line of : Sweedish 

O~jgin will be ·inund tattling on· the {oun- · 

~ti~-.of. • mist •aken ·ancestry. The ·family 

of~•~ !)ame -from Ireland, that swoop·e d · 
d9wn on the State of Maine, soon disap- · 

peared, .apparently having no way mul- · 

tiplied orittplenish ed the earth .. 

_ The line from Peter ·of Virginia is not 
allied to . the New England Priests, ~ 
that is, this side of the Ocean. . . ' ' ' ~ 







IN THEIR COUNTRY'S DEFENCE. 

The Priest family in America have 

always been true patriots. In King Phil­

ips war Joseph Priest took active part. 

He was in the Narragansett fight in Capt. 

Danid Henchman's company. John of 
Woburn firstcomes into public notice as 
a soldier, particularly in the Narragansett 

fight. None engaged in that memorable 

engagement but brave men. To have 

been in that tight, and having passed 

through the terrors of the bllttle and the 

1:;ubsequent sufforings incident to that re­

markably cold week places every soldier 

in the conte~t among the heroes. John 

Priest tcok with him to Lancaster the 
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same warlike !pirit. His house was one 

of the garrisons. Nourse, in his history of 

Harvard. says: '"In the listing of the Lan­

caster ga:·rison, in :'.\!arch, 1692, Henry 

Willard, jr)shua Atherton, JohnPJ'iest and 

John Warner, with their families, and two 

soldiers detailed to their aid formed the 

eighth Lancaster garrison. with their for­

tified rendezvous at· the· St:ll Rh·er 

farm of Major Simon Willard."' John 

Priest died in 1704 ; but in r 7 1 I, the most 

important garrison listed was that of his 

son, John Priest Jr .. which then num­

bered twenty-five souls. In all the im­

portant wars and battles this country has 

had, the Priests have been a factor. In 

the King George's war, in the conquest 

of Canada, at Lexington, Cambridge, the 

battle of Bunker Hill, in Rhode Island, 

the Jersies, Ticonderoga~ and in the war 

of the Rebellion the Priests took active 
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part. In the alarm of April 19, 1778, 
Priests, young and old, !eft their work 
and marched as unenlisted soldiers to the 
fru1~t. Harvard ,llone furnished six or 
eight from this family. Abel was but six­
ken years old when he joined the compa­

ny that was hurrying away to Lexington. 

The names ol Aaron, Joseph, Philemon, 
Jeremiah and r-thers, appear on various 

rolls, bet m~ny of the muster rolls have 

been forever lost. Evidence has been 
found to show that on these too were en­
rolled the names of various Priests. 

Aaron Priest of Harvard did not stop to 

enlist on hearing of the April alarm, 

177 5, but fell into the ranks and marched 

to Cambridge with the others. He en­

lii:kd several times afterwards In 1"'78, 
as a nine month man, to fill Harvard's 

quota he was described, "aged 20, stat­

ure 5 feet 9 inches, dark." J Ie waa also 
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in the nine months men of 1779 Phile­

mon Priest was not only at Lexington, 

and the Jersies, but was a participant in 

the division of Continental wagl"s, the 

company of sixty-four men receiving 

sauce and mileage and prize money, two 

hundred forty-four pounds, twelve shill­

ings and three pence. While in the ser­

vice of his country he was promoted to 

corporal, lieutenant and captain. 

NARTlAG .\NSETT WAR. 

Joseph Priest of Bo!:<ton went to the Nar­

ragansett fight in Capt. Daniel 
Henchman's company. 

John of Woburn was one of the eighteen 

impressed into the Narragansett 

war. Aug. 24, 1675, John Priest 
got £3 10s for duty at Chelmsford; 

24 Aug., 1676, he received £5 
2s; Aug. 24, 1677, he received 
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£ 5 2s. He was recorded as at the 

garrison of the West Middlesex 

regiment, 1692. 

KING GEORGE'S WAR. 

Gabriel, HarYard. corporal, name on 

muster roll of a scouting party 
sent out from HarvPrd by Col. 

Samuel Willard for a week's tour 

in the woods,during July 1748. 

NoT.J. Joseph Priest at Royalston, Mass , 

soon after the settlement of the 

place, built a castle or block 

house. Priest river, in that place, 

was named after him. 

AT TICONDRROGA, 

Josiah Priest, Jr was in a company of 

troopers commanded by Samuel 

Haskell of Harvard, 1757. 

Joseph, in Col. Ezra Ward's Regtment; 

served eight months. 
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Benjamin Priest was at Crown Point un­
der Capt. Thomas Farrington of 
Groton, Ma::,s. 

CANADIAN REBELLION. 

Asa, son of Abel. See Abel and Zerviah. 

BROAD S rREET RIOT. 

John Lothrop Priest. See Rindge 

N. H. Branch. 

IN DEFEN'CF. OF NY.,W YORK, 

Philemon Priest in Col. Haskell's Regt. 

1776. Harvard. 

Anon, a private in Sergt. Joseph Good­

win's Company, detachment, of 

the 1'3th Conn. Regt. of State Mi­
litia at the defence of N. Y. 1776 ; 

he was a resident of Barkham­

stead, in 1775. 
Darius Priest was a private in Captain 

William Sizer's _Company, Regt. 

of Artificers, June, 17 76--9. Cred­

ited to Simsbury, Conn. He set-
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tled in Barkhamstead in 1769, and 
went to Simsbury. 

W,,R OF 1812. 

Anson Pri,..st served in the war of 1812 as 

a private in Capt. Pettibone's Co., 

New London, 1813; lived in Sim•: 
bury, from which place he remov­

ed to Barkhamstead and was a tea­

cher, a man of rducation and much 

of a gentleman ; also a joiner; h.­

ter removed to New Hartford, dy­

ing there about 1878, and is bur­
ied there. 

LE:t:INGTON, 

Jacob in Col. John Whitcomb's Regt. 
Philemon in 

Aaron in Col. Asa 

Corp. John, in " 

Jeremiah in Col. 

Job " 

.. 

.. 
Asa" 

" 

" 
Militia. 

Regt . 
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Abel in several Revolutionary battles. 

Jonathan. see Daniel and Elizabeth. 

Asa, 

Levi, 
" 

,. 
" 
" 

IN THE JRRSIES. 

" 
" 

Corp. Philemon Priest under Capt. David 

Nurse of BPltot1, Mass. 

IN RHODE ISLAND. 

ELIJAH, under Capt. David Moore o( Bol­
ton. 

)NTH£ CIVIL WAR, 

Almon V.. Corporal ; enlisted, age 35, 
July 14, 1862; promoted as Sergt. 

23 Jan. 64: killed at Cold Harbor, 

June '64. uth Vermont. 
Alonzo of Coventry Vt. Co. b, 6th Vt. 

enlisted aged 25, Sept , 161; re­

enlisted 16 Sept, 1863, 

Darius D. age 37 enlisted in 2nd Vt. 7 

May. '61 ; mustered '>Ut, 29 June, 

1864. 
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Daniel M., aged 23, Peru Vt.; enlisted 

in Co. A. 2nd Regt, 16 Oct. '61 : 

discharged 15 Oct. 1862. 

Ethan A., age 24, Mt Holley, Vt. private 

Co, I, May"7 '61. Sergt. June 20 

•e1: 1st Sergt. Jan. 20 '63; wound­

ed, 21 July, '61.June 27 1 '62 and 

May 12, '64 2nd Vt. Regt: mus­

tered out of service June 29. '64. 

George Eaton Priest, Commissioned ut 

Lieut, 5 November, '63; 57th 

Mass. Regt. 

Charles W .• 36 Mass. Co. G, enlisted 13 

Aug, '62, aged 25: mustered out 

8 June '65. 

Jason, age 20 enlieted 30 ~ept. '63; trom 

Coventry, Vt. in Co. D. 6th Vt. 

John D. Commissioned 2nd Lieut. July 30 

1863: 1st Lieut. 17 May. 1864. 

John F. 23 Mass. Co. H. Enlisted Sept. 

[ 28, 1861 : discharged for disal!il-
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ity, 16 Oct., 1862; died 19 Mar., 

1873, 
John H., l\larlboro, Sergeant, mustered, 

28 Nov., 1861: ,reduced tu ranks 

at own request Jan 14, 1864: mus­
tered out 27 Nov., 1864. 6th N. H. 

Milo C., Brattleboro, Vt. iergt. ISt Reg. 

Sharpshooters ; enlisted Sept I I, 

I 86 r ; discharged 3 I Oct., I 86s , 

Nathan, aged 41, enlisted, 14th Vt. Sept., 

10 1862. Credit, Mt. Tabor. 

Samud J., Co. E. Vt. Cav. ; credit, Iras­

burg. 
Thomas J., residence unknown : muster-

ed 13 Aug., 1862: mustered out ro 

June. 1865. 9th N. H. 

Wesley Priest, ---Vt , paid commu­

tation. 

William H.,Co. B. 26th Mass. Regt. was 

killed at Winchester, Va. Sept. 19 

1864. 
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Alanson, Co. I. 3d N. H. Regt; mt1ster­
ed r Jan. 1864; died ofdi$eas~ at 
Wilmington, N. C., II Mar., 1865 

Mrs. G. M. Houghton, of ,vorcester, 

Mass, a descendant of Gabrid Priest, 

finds that there were two Gabriels at the 

re1ponse to the alarm, 19 April, 1775; 

one went from Harvard and one from 

Lancaster. One was in Col. Asa Whit­

comb's regt., and Joseph Fairbank's Co: 

the other in the canlry under Capt. B. 

Houghton,in Col. John Whitcomb's regt. 

The followihg were pensioners in r840. 
Joel Priest, Brownington, Vt., aged 92. 
John Priest, Westminster, Vt., aged 95. 
Joseph Priest, Coventry, Vt aged 78. 
Mary Priest residing with Daniel Priest, 
Hancock, N. H., aged 74. 
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Por the better understanding of the 
ancestry of the Priests mentioned in the 
four following items see chart Peter­
Hugh in Descendants of Peter of Virginia. 

Thomas Priest, son of Peter, of Vir­
ginia, was in the Revolutionary war. 

Daniel, son of George of Va., was in 
in the war of 1812, in Benj. Maxfield's 
company as a private. 

Elias, son of George, grand1on of Pe­
ter, was a soldier, 181 .a. 

Simeon S. Priest of Sideview, Ky. and 
Thomas Wesley Priest were in the civil 
war, 1outhern aide ; they were captured by 
the Union force, and imprisoned at Rock 
Island near Camp Douglass. Simeon ei~ 
caped by crawling out thr,mgh a s~wer. 



THE PRIESTS IN LITERATURE, 

The Priest family both in America and 

Encland has been a contributor to good 

literature. Among the most successful 

American authors of his day was Josiah 

Priest, a native of New York State, born 

about 1790, died about 1850 and at one 
time held the position of Harnessmaker 

for the State of New York. His most suc­
cessful book was "Antiquitiec and Di11-
coverir.s in the Far Wost." This was pub­

lished in Albany. N. Y. in 1835, and it 

quickly run through six editions, 20,000 

copies being 1old in three months. It had 

400 pages and a double folder of illustra­
tions. His second volume of 420 pages 
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appeared in 1837. It was entitled '•The 

Anti U niversalist, or the History of the 

Fallen Angels of the Scriptures.'' This 

book had a large sale and for many years 
wa!! much quoted from. He wrote, also, 
uWonders of Nature" ''Views of the Mil­
lenium," and '•Stori<-!s of the Revolution." 

"The true Narrative of the Capture of 

David Ogden ; Among the Indians of the 

Revolution ; Slavery, Suffering," etc. was 

pubfo;hed at Lan11ingburg in 184'.J, "The 

true Story of the Extraordinary Feats and 

Adventures of Mathew Calkins of Che­
nango County, N. Y. in the Revolution.'' 

was printed at Lansingburg in 1841. 
"Stories of the Revolution, with an Ac­

count of the Lost Child of the Delawares, 

etc.," was printed in 1836, at Albany. 

It may be of interest to note that Eng­

land also had a Josiah Priest of consid­
erable note, He was a dancing master 
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connected with the besttheatres·of London 
m the last quarter of the 17th century, 

who also kept a boarding school for gen­

tle women in Leicester Fields, when he 

removed in 1680 to Chelsea. His claim 

to the extended notice which he has had 

is due to having engaged Henry Parcell 

to compose his fine opera '• Dido and ...-E­
neas" for performance in his school. In 
turn Josiah Priest invented the dances of 

Purcell's Operas 11The Prophetess", "Fai­
ry Q.!1een," "King Arthur," and others. 

Purcell b. in 1958 became a singer in the 

Kings Chapel in childhood ; composed 

several anthems before he was eiihteen 

years of age when he became organist of 

Westminster Abbey. He was very suc­

cessful composer of music for operettas 
and dramatic music in general : besi:ies 
a largP. number of anthems, sonantas 

glees, choruses and odes he composed 
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a complete series of Church music. Priest 
and Purcell were for some time mutual 

helpers. 

In 1855 ]- Priest·published at Lon­
don, "Thoughts on Life." 

In 18IO Simon Priest published in Lon­

don, a volume entitled "The Danger of 

Bad Company." 

/\,t Bristol, 1750, laaac Priest publish­
ed his Admirable "Defem1e of the Litur­

gy," on Ps. XCVI: 9. In 1753 three vol­
umes of sermons. 

In 1848 Alfred Prie11t, in London, pub­

lished .a moral story in verse entitled 

-'The Hare and the Leverets. •• 

Rev. St. John Priest wrote "General 

View of Agriculture in Buckinhamshire," 

an 8 vo. vol. in I 798. : also he wrote~• De­

lectus Grrecorum Sententiarim," publish­

ed in 1798 and 1804. 

In 1889 Amelia Burritt Priest wrote a 
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pamphlet volume on the life of Joseph 
Burritt, which was published at Ithaca, 

N. Y. 
About 1793, William Priest, a musician 

of considerable note, who was head mu­

sician at Tariom1 times in the theatres of 

Philadelphia, Baltimore and Boston, pub­

lished a volume of considerable ;nterest 
which to day is much priz&l by anti­
quarians. lt was a volurr,e of •Travels in 
the United States of America.' It was 

printed in London and a second edition 

appeared in 1804. The second and third 

sessions of the Provincial Congress were 

held at Watertown, Mass., in the meet­

ing house, within the first six months of 

the year 1775. April 25, the Provincial 

Congress determined to enlist an army of 

13,000 men for the t:iege of Boston, ex­

pecting other colonies to come tu her aid. 

Wm. Priest says that a company of Vir-
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ginians were quartered at Lancaster at 

this time. The following quotation, from 

·wm. Priest's book may be ofinterest to 

Lancaster people-the town where many 
early Priests resided. At any rate it is 
of interest as showing the skill of minute 

men with their rifles. [Nourse· in his His 

tory o( Harvard says : '· The minute men 

were picked sol.Hers especially skilled 
•·,(!, "'] HT P • W!tu arms.· -nm. nest wrott! :-

" During the late war in I i'i 5 a com­

pany of riflemen from the backwoods of 
. Virginia were quartered at Lancaster in 

New England for some time. Two of 

them alternately held a board only 9 
inches square between their knees, while 

his comrade fired a oalJ 'through it from 

~ distance of one hundred paces. The 
board is still ( 1793) preserved, and I am 

assured by several who saw it that there 

was no deceit." 
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Returning to our American author, Jo­

siah Priest, we gh·e a few m1>re title ii ;-

• • The Fort Stanwi.x Capth·e or New 

England Volunteer. being the extraordi­

nary Life and Ad"Ventures of Isaac Hub­

bell· among the' Indians of Canada and 

the Wt'st, in the War of the Revolution, 

and the story of his marriage with the In­

dian Princess from the 1i ps of the Hero 

himself" 
11 Sla very as it relates to the Negro, or 

African Race, e.x .. mined in the light of 

circumstances,·: history and the Holy 

Scripture~, with an account of the Or­

igin uf the Blackman's color, Causes of 

his State of Servitude and tracei:: of his 

character as well in ancient as in modem 

times; with Scriptures on Abolitionism." 

"Bible Defence of Slavery or the Ori­
gin, Hi,tory and Fortunes of the Negro 

Race, as deduced from History, both sa-
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cred and profane, their natural relations, 
moral, mental and physical, to the. other 
races of mankind compared and illustra­
ted -their future destiny predicted, etc." 
Louisville, Ky. 

"The Captivity and sufferings of Gen. 

Freegift Patchin of Blenheim, Scoharie 
County, among the Indians under Brandt, 
the noted chief, during border warefare in 

the time of the American Revolution, 
with some account of the person and 
character of Jo~eph Brandt. A!so traits of 
Mexican Tra<lition regpecting the Flood 
of Noah, and the Confusion of the An­
cient Languages." 

It seems useless to further enumerate 
the pamphlet productions of Josiah Priest 
as the same matter seems to have been 
i~sued under different titles ·and in· vari­
ous combinations. All editions are now 
scarce and are sold by collectors foc ··the 
uniform price of $5.00 each, which is 
many times above the original selling 
price. The larger, bound volumes 
are offered ftt $4,50 by N. Y. dealer&. 
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The lineage of Josiah Priest ofliterary 

fame before mentioned is as follows :-

I. Jo1iah born in Vermont about 1757 

and died near Unadilla, N . . Y, 

about 1794. Married Deborah Beach, 
caughter of Timothy and Abigail Beach, 

born in Stratford, Ct., in 1768 ; died in 

1846. Her paternal ancestor was John 

Beach, whose name first appeared on the 

Stratford records in 1661 : he purchased 

first land there in 16 60; John had Na­
thaniel, b. 1662. who married Sarah, a 

daughter of Nathaniel Porter. in 1686, 
and had Ephriam born in 1687 ; he m. 3 

July., 17u, Sarah Patterson and had Jo­

seph, b. September, 1717. Joseph mar­

ried Esther -- and had Timothy born 

1748, and m. Abigail--- and had 
Deborah b, 1768, who m, Jot1iah Priest. 

· Josiah Priest's death was caused by pneu­
monia contracted in rescuing some people 
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who had broken through the ice while 

crouing the river. Josiah and Deborah 

had among other children ;-

1. Josaa, the author, b. at Unadilla, 

N. Y., 9 Dec., 1788, died in 1851. 

m, at Lansingburg. 5th July, 1812, 
Eliza Perry, b. at Lansingburg, N. 

,.Y.,June 17 1789; died at Buffalo, 17 
July., 1878. The children of Josiah 

Priest and Rliza Perry were :-

i. Ruth Eliza, b. 17 May, 1813; 

died, 17 May, 1865. 

it. Francis William, b, i5 Au1r,, 
1814; died 1868. 

iii. Jane Maria, born 2j Dec., 
181J ; married Henry Russell 

19 Nov., 1834. Three child­

ren ; two daughters died I son 

Frank re1ides in Buffalo. Hen­

ry died 1897 or 8. 
iv. Charles Albert b. 18 Nov. 
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1817; d. 24 Sept., 1831. 
v. Ann Caroline 1 b. 26 May, 1820, 

m. Alex. Rowley: was living in 

Denver Col., 1901; had son, Au­
gustus; resides in Denver. 

vi. REV, JosIAH ADDISON PR.IE~T, 

born 28 April, 1822 : died March 

u, 1893; married Frances Wal­
ker, April 12, 1852. lBSue :-

(a) Martha Bowers Priest, b., 
28 March, 1854; died Feb. 
15, 1901 leaving a record of ...... 
a brave, unselfish, ,beauti-
fv.1 life. 

(b) Anna Eaton Prieat, b. 22 

July, 186o; m. 23 Sept., 

1884, Rev. John C,awford, 

who died 7 July, 189 7, and 
1. Marian Crawford. b. 

26 May, 1886. 
J. Howard Walker, b. 

July z, 1887; died 2f 
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July, 1896. 
( c J Sarah Maud Walker Priest 

b. 17 Nov., 1864; m. June 

:IO, 1895, I. St!ymour Crane 

1. Walcott Bogle Crane ; 

b. 13 March, J-896. 
2. Paul Howard Crane, 

b. 17 Oct., 1897. 

vii. Augustus Mathew, b. 14 Decem. 

1824; died 29July, 1841. 

viii. Angeline Hannah, b. 29March, 

1826; died 20 Oct., 1849. 

is.· George Washington, b, 7 July, 

1817 ; died Sept 14, 1S5 2, 

X, Laura Emeline b. 30 ~ov. 1829 : 

died 29 June, 1831. 
xi. Laura Eugenia b. I Dec., 1831, 

m. ~ilas T. Bowen, 24 Decem., 

1851: reside~ in Indianapolis: 

two daughters, Mrs.--:-Hol­
man, a society leader in New 

York, and Mrs.---Woolfolk 
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a vocalist who has a daughter in 

Buffalo. 

Rev. Josiah A. Priest was the succest1-

ful pastor of several churche&. He was 

graduated from Hamilton College and 

Auburn Theological Seminary : he was 

first settled in Cooperstown, N. Y., then 

Ho:r.er, then Gloversvil:e. then at Mont­
clair, New Jersey, ann at th~ .1\,-l '.\-lain•.> 
Street church ( now demolished), Cl,uin­
cy, Ill, Newton. and Pine Hill, Cincin­

nati, Ohio. He vi~ited Europe from ti:ne 

to time and traveled extensively on the 

Continent. His comprehensive knowl­
edge of histo7. of ancient and modern 

languages, together with hi.: keen obser­

vation of object~. made hi~ brilliant intel­
lect. a va11t storehouse of priceless facts 

and thing~, which he frequently used in 

his discourse11 with telling effect, in illu~­

trating points in exposition of Scripture. 
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He wa:. a born orator: his voice was mu­

sical: he was graceful in manner and 

polished in language. and of a fine com­

manding presence. At the time of his 

death, oi him it was written :-

.. He was one of the most gifted men nf 

the Presbyterian Church. As a sermoni­

zer all his discourses were models of 

strength and learning and beauty. He had 

a strong poetic temperament. which 

threw a gleam of sunlight over all his 

discourses. Beside:- this he \\'a£ a man of 

great dramatic po,ser.'' 

Rev. Dr. Josiah Addison Priest pub­

lished a nui:i::i:r of sermons and poems 

written for ~prcial occasions. He wrote 

many articles for the New York Evan­

gelist, e8pecially about place!' an<l things 

which he saw in Europe. 

Frances \Valker Priest ,Yas .laughter 

of\Villiam Ames \Valker and ~-arah \Vil-
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liams Ingalls. She was born at Mic!dle­

field Otsego Co.,~,. Y. CcorersttJwn was 

their church home and her father was for 

many years an elder in the Presbyterian 

church there: died when fifty-five years 

of age respecter'. nn admirt-d hy a com­

m_unity in which he always Ji,·ed. Her 

mother was a woman of the most perlect 

character; ~he pos!jesi:ed a fine mind and 

was a graduate in Miss. Emma Willard's 

school in Troy. In Mrs. Priest's lineage 

Governors. several Judges and numerous 

clergymen are found. She resides ( 1901 ) 

at ::'\10ntclair. N. J. 
Had Longfelllow sought for a type 

for a modern Priscilla. "patient, coura~e­

ous " * "' making the home rich with the 

wealth of her be:ng,'' doin~ little acts 

ofkindness everywhere, he "·ou!d have­

needed to have :::ought no otherto illm:­

trate his poem having once kn,,wn Mrs. 
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Prieat's daughter Martha referred t" on 

page u. It is the mother's testimony that 

no one could fill a large". place in the 

household than she did: the citizens. 

universally speak of her kinrl deed,, and 

declarl! ti1at she ,Ya'l like a sun•beam to 

meet as sh~ h:id always i:iomething pleas­

to my. 

Co RKcno:-.: -The select fragment 
of William Priest's istory concerning Lan­
caster sharpshooter·s, I finrl wa~ incorrec­
tly stated in the magazine article where it 
was found. It was not a New England 
Lancaster except in the way a larg(: part 
of the Southern portion of North America 
was once so designated, Since page 6 
of ~his chapter wa11 put in type. I ht!ppily 
found the long sought book, in the Li­
brary of Cvrnell University. In this book, 

· which is a series of letters, \Vm. Pries, 
was writing from Lancaster Pa. when he 
wrote of the riflemen. 



FRANK FORT-ON-THE-MAIN. 

BY REV. J• A, PRIEST, 

In the old imperial dty, 
Seated on the ahtlllow main, 

Tos1ed I rill the silent midnight, 
Seeking slumber all in vain. 

When:from every tower and steeple 
Cam• a harrnonv of bell1, 

.Floating, cr0ssing; intermingJing. 
With a hundred changeful swells. 

Silent midnight '. solemn midnight ! 
Striking, every one, just twelve! 

And the pale and ghostly silver 
Of the moon wa!I falling wide. 

Over square and steeple, 
Far along the shallow tide. 

All the living lay in slumber, 
Like the slumber of the tomb; 

When it seemed to me the buried 
Came from their sepulchral gloom. 

Silent spirits ! solemn spirits '. 
Gliding forth from death's dark womb ! 
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Came the pomp of RomanEmperors 
Called from many tongue and land 

Here to take the globe and sceptre 
In the gripina, iron hand: 

Came to have the sacred unction 
Poured upon the the haughty head, 

Came to :flaunt with gold and splendor ; 
Long ago among the dead ! 

Silent Cresars ! solemn Cresars ! 
With no echo in their tread ! 

In the lofty old cathedral 
Bowed the heirs of CharlemagnP.; 

Not by blood but by election, 
Lifted to his proud domain. 

And from sacred. priestly fingers 
Fell the blessing ~nd the oil, 

'Neath the shade of tattered banners 
Taken with the battle's spoil. 

Silent banners: solemn banners! 
Mocking pride's incessant toil ! 

Then the doors with nuJseless hinges 
Opened slow and wide again: 

Forth in the old Germanic splendor 
lasued the imperial train. 

Cloth ot scarlt!t for the Cresar 
Lay upon the narrow street; 
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AJl too mean the common earth-mould 
For the proud imperial feet! 

8ilent earth-mould ! solemn earth mould ! 
Under thee now C&sars meet! 

And the isqut1re before the Romer, 
Banquet-11a1111 where monarchs wait. 

Crowded was with all the people. 
There to 1ee the Cresar·s state. 

1- lowed with wine the stonv fountain, 
Reeked the ox, with hoci°fand horn, 

And from out the silver mea1iu1e 
Flung the man~hal golden corn! 

Silentsymbol '. solemn symbol 
Showing life from death is born ! 

Thus whileseemed to pass the aaies, 
Changeless stood the square and street 

But in ever changed procession 
Came the tread of silent feet. 

Soldier, knight, and so lid burgher, 
Squalid p0verty or crime, 

Strode or 1tole along the pavement· 
Keeping ever equal time ! 

Silent foot-falls ! solemn foot-falls ! 
Bound to the eternal dime ! 

Then I thought, is this th~ picture 
Ot the real in God's decree? 
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Shall the past in human action 
Not forever cease to be? 

Far along the endless cycles 
Shall the scenes enacted ht::re 

In eternal repetition 
To the eye of man appear? 

Silent acting '. solemn acting ! 
Filling souls with peace and fear ! 

And I prayeci that from the midnight. 
And the moonbeam'J solemn glare, 

And the silent. sleeping city, 
God would teach me wisdom there, 

Make me> wise to think each moment 
That the deeds enacted here, 

In the grand, eternal future 
Would forever reappear! 

Silent future ! solemn future! 
Never reached, yet ever near. 

In this chapter mention of t!le beautiful 

poems of Nancie A. W. Priest has been 

omitted . A pen and ink portrait of this 

charming poetess of the early sixties, an 
account of her life and specimens of 

her poems appear eliewhere. 



THE BEGINNING OF A LIST 0 
C0LLEGEGRADUATES, PRO­

FESSORS AND PROFES­
SIONAL MEN. 

Amherst College. 
1858. Sylvanus Chickering, Priesi. Die 

1858, aged 27. 

Boston University. 
1893. Ellen Mabel Langford Prieat: A.; 

Buchtel College., Akron, 0. 
President, Prof. Ira Prie■t. 

Columbia College. 
1801. Henry Bate Priest. Died. 

18'l7. James Roberts Priest, E. M., C. 
Died, 1880, 

Columbia University, Washington, D. 
Wm. Edwin Priest, Assistant 

Prof. of History. 



GRADUATE AND PROFBSII OM.AL: 

Auburn Theoloaical Seminary. 
184-. Rev. Josiah Addison Priest. 

Bellevue Medical College. 
Daniel Mahlon Prie,t, 

Cornell University. 

Alice L. Priest. B. L. 
Asa B. Priest. Law. 

Depew University, School of Theology. 
A. R. Priest, Prof. of Oratory and Elocu­

tion.Greencastle, Ind. 

Hamilton College. 
1847. R~v. Josiah Addison Priest. A, B. 

A. M., STD. 187l. Died 1893. 

Harvard College. 
186i. George Eaton Prie1t. A.B., A. M. 

1868. Samuel Ruesell Priest. B. D. 
1891. George Wesley Priest. 
1895. Benjamin Sidney Priest. 
1897 · Herbert Bancroft Priest. 

Lombarn Vniversity. 
1898. Henry Prie11t. Phd. 



GRADUATX AND PROJrESSION.A.L. 

Princeton College. 
G~orge Madison Priest, Prof. of German. 
1872. Rev.J. M. Priest:was Missionary 

at Sinore, Liberia. 

St. Lawrence University, Canton,N.Y. 
Henry Priest, Dean and Prof es11or. 

of Physics and Chemistry. 

Trinity College, Hartford. 
1843. John Weller Priest, A. B. A.M. 

Died July, 1859, aged 34· 

Tufts College. 
1874. Henry Priest. A.B. 1877 A. M. 

Union College. 
1843. Elijah Priest; non grad., Amster­

dam. N. Y. 

Univenity of New York. 
1882. Fred. K. Priest." M. D. 

Westminster College. 
1872, Henry S. Priest. 

Williams Co1lege. 
1867. Daniel Mahlon Priest, A. B. 



A FEW PHYSICIANS. 

Albert G. Prie1t, Shelbyville. Ky. de-

gree, 1852. 
Eugene L. Prie&t, :Sevada. Miss. 
Franci1 M. Priest, Circleville, West Va. 

FrankA. Priest, Marion, Ind. 

George W. Priest, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Henry Catlett Priest: resided at Green-

castle, Ind. 
Mary A. Priest, Toledo, Ohiu. dt!g. 1880. 

Stephen C. Priest, Newark, 0. deg. '77. 
Warren G. Priest, St Louis, Mo. 

Wilson R. !>riest, Concordia. Ky. 1886. 

W. A. Priest, Emerson, Iowa.deg. 1872 

Robert Priest was an English physician 

and Author as early as 1589. 
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'•Only in a thoughtless temper ,.,·ould 
an intelligent man declare, that it matters 
nothing to him, who were his ancestors 
nor what his relationship might be to the 
rest of mankind, and:to th~e coming af­
ter him."-Kinship of Man : by HENRY 

KENDALL. 





DESCENDANTS OF JAMES PRIEST 
AND 'WIFE. ELIZABETH. 

James Priest is first found mentioned in 

Dorchester Records in 1637. Taking in­
to consideration the custom of the day of 
naminge,.first children after the names of 
their parents it is fair to conclude that 
Elizabeth and James were the first born. It 

is probable that J ame11 Priest, Sr., and 
Elizabeth were married not far from the 
date ( 1637) of his first land transaction 
recorded in Dorchester Records. 

Dorchester Records ; Vol. 29. "The al­
lotted land being •Manning's Moore': 
date 2nd Jan., 1637. "Got 8 akers more" 
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3dApril, 1638. In 1651, Walter H.1rris 
made an attempt to obtain a portion of the 
abJve mentioned land. According to Suf­

folk JJeeds, printed Volume III, p. 356, 
there was a m:>rtgage deed, date, Nov., 
1660: 13 1-2 acres ofland near Hingham 

line ;James Preist, grantee: Margaret Sta­
ples grants, etc. A mem:>randum, ( date 

not now at hand) says that James was 

allowed 24 shillings for having meeting 

house swept and galleries kept clean for 

one year; on Jan. 19 1674,James gave his 
son, ja.m.ei one half of a house in Boston. 
He died in 1676, and his wife, Elizabeth 
was made executor : the will was present­
ed by Shadrack Thayer. 

The children of James and Elizabeth 
were probably as follows:-

1. Elizabeth b., near 1638. 

2. James, b., 1640. 
3. Deliverance, b. 1644. Thayer Gen. 
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4. Mary. 

5. John, Savage says a farmer at Wey­

mouth. 1657. This may be a chris­

ening date. 

-./6. Joseph. 

7. Lydia b. 12 Feb. 1658; d. 

8. Lydia,. b 16 Mar., 1662. 
Emanuel and John ofMarhlehead, Macs., 

Savage thinks, were brothers. In 1663, 
they signed against impost. Emanuel was 

a fisherman: so probably wai: this John. 

The records always distinguished between 

the Johns of Salem and Marblehead. See 

Salem Court Records, Elizabeth m., ac­

cording to a memorandum handed me by 
G. W. Priest, one John Hollis; Mary m. 
Henry Truefield. Deliverance marriE>d 
Sh:idrack Thayer; for line of anceston, · 

see our quotations from Alden Gen. on 

pages xxxviii-xl of first part of this book. 
The records of Salem, Mass., show that 
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John married 25 Feb'y, 1672, Elizabeth 
Gray _and had Elizabeth, b. 2.:lJan., 1676. 

Like E111anuel andjohn of Marbl~head, 

he was a fisherman ; a business that many 

New England pioneers carried on with an 

enthusiasm and a dignity that only the 

gods could inspire. His first wife died, 

date not found, and he married, Hannah 

Gill, daughter of Jeremiah, Mecham, Sr., 

4 March, 1699-1700. They were both 

living in :Salem in 1672, 1679, 1701, 1702, 

1704, 1.707. His autograph is attached 
to a will on file at Salem, made when he 

was about to make a voyage. His daugh­

ter, by wife. Elizabeth, b. 20 Jan .. 1676, 

m. 1st, Benjamin Ashley, 27 Nov., 17oi,; 

She m:' 2nd, 26 May, 1719, Thomas 
Hurn,lh:i.H and Wai his widow in 1722. 

Jam~s b. 1640, suicided at Salem in 
1663, un:narried. His father James had 

the husba.nd of daughter Deliverance, 



JAM1•:1- AND ELIZABETH, 7 

Sna<lrack Thayer, appointed administra­
tor. 

Joseph went to Boston. No trace of the 
second ·Lydia. 

Will of Jas. Priest, 1676, Suffolk Deeds 

792 • 

Will of Elizabeth Priest, I~7?, .~uffolk 
Deeds, i 792. Shadratk Thayer of Brain­
tree,Executor. 



JOSEPH AND HANNAH. 

Joseph seems to have been the one on 
whom James had to lean in his declining 
days. James, Jr., whom he had declared 

to be 'the staff of his life' had suicided at 

Salem; Deliverance was the favorite dau­

ghter, her husband, Shadrack Thayer 
was the counsellor for the family. Two 

years before his death,( 1674) James gavP. 
Joseph one half of his hous~ in Boston. 
Shortly after, Joseph married Hannah• 
She evidently was a favorite in the mem­

ory ofher descendants as Hannah was Rn 

oft repeated name from that time. The 
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children of; oseph and Hannah were:­
I James, b.; 1674-5; d. in Weston, 4 

March. 1756. aged 81 years; m. 
Sarah Treadway. 

2 Joseph, b. 18 March, 1678: m, Dec. 
25, 1701, Margaret Childs, 

3. Hannah, b. 29 March, 1681; m. 25 
Dec., 24,1702, Thomas Sanderson. 

The last record (ounc in Boston of Jo­
seph, son of James is in 1677: Mass. Ar­
chives says: "Joseph Priest of Water­
town, appears as cl&imant for land 'in the 
right of his father,' Joseph Priest of Bos­
ton, in division of land, Narraganset, ~o. 

2, now Westminster, Mass." This shows 

where Joseph, son of James of Wey­
mouth went to, on leaving Boston. 



DESCEN'DANTS OF: JOSEPH AND 

M\RGARET. 

Joseph Priest of West Precinct, (Wal­

thr.m )'bom 18 March, 1678, son of Joseph 
and Hannah, son of James (I\ and Eliz­
abeth, married on Christmas day, 1701, 
Margaret Child, the daughter of Richard 
and Hannah (Traine) Child who was 

born 16 May; 1687, being"less than fifteen 

years old at the}ime of her marriage; he 

was about 2~. Wm. Child one of the_ear­

ly emigrants to the Massachusetts Colony 
had for his second son, Richard J,. at Wa-
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tertown, 1631, whom. 30 March, 1662, 

-Mehitable Dimmick, and by her had 

eight children ; he m. 2nd, May -29,-1-GGS, 
Hannah Traine, youngest daughter ot 

the first Jol:n Traine, and by her had five 

children in Watertown ; his eleventh and 
twelfth, Margaret andjohn, were twins. 
born 16 May, 1687. John m. Experience 
Fuller aud Margaret, m. Joseph Priest 
as before stated. Feb. 12, 1700, Joseph 

Priest was granted leave to set up a smith 

shop on the Watertt>wn's common be­

tween Zack Cuttings and Jona. Tainte~•~­

He was in the King Philip war, and r>:!t 

in his claim for lands between 1727--f'i4) '. 
His death oc~urred 28 nf April, if56, 

aged al?out 81 years. Children :-
I Margaret, b. 3. Oct., 1702. 

2. Joseph, b. Sepq, 1704; m. Hat1-

nah --. Children :-
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i. Hannah b. and d.Jan. 1730. 
ii. Joseph b. 29 Jan., 1732--3. 
iii. Hannah, b. 22 Jan., 17 36 ; 

pub. 17 June 1758, to Eli­
jah Ross of Sudbury. 

3. Hannah, b. 20 March, 17o6,; m. 
Philip Gage of Weston, March 7. 

1744-5. 
4. Job. b.:sAug. 1709. 
5. John, b. 9 Dec., 1711 : m. :as Oct,. 

1737, Bethia Hutchinson. Issue:­
i. John, b. :tJ38: m. Mar. 12, 

1770, Mary Longley. 
ii. Hannah, b. 1738, (twin) 

m. Mar. 12 1770, Ephriam 
Foster ofNew'Ipswich. 

iii. Bethia, b. 24 Nov, 1739: d. 
1740. 

iv. Sarah, b. July,- 1740: d. 
v. Sarah, b. 10 Feb. 1742; m. 
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Sept., 20, -i769, John Huet. 

Isi:iue: John, b Sept. 15 1771 
Molly, b. Aug. 29, 74 

Israel, b. " 27, 1775. 
vi. Mary, m. John Crossman. 

"Estate of John Priest and wife Bethia, 
of Lancaster: John Jr. laborer) Hannah 
and Sarah (spinsters) sell R. Temple, n 
acres as from S. Hutchinson to Bethia P. 
in 1753, exceptrigh~s of Mary, infant 

child of John and Mary Priest." [1768]. 
6. Joshua, b. m· Sarah, 

had Joshua Priest, b., 1744. 
7. James b. I? IS m. Hanna·h Law­

rence : published at Woburn. 8th 
Sept., :1.750. Issue:-

i. James, bapt. '1 Sept., 1755. 
d. May 1790, aged 40: m. 
27 Decem., 17'l2, Abigail 
Lawrence and had :-

a. Abigail, bapt.-23Jan. 
1774: d. 
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b. James, bapt. 26 May, 

1776. 

c, Abigail, b. 27, Sept., 

1778. 
d. Sally bapt, 31 Dec'm. 

1780: m., Nov. 6th, 

1803, Uriah Moore. 

e. Polly, bap. 4 July, •~4 

f. Amos, bap. 16Sep. '90 

ii. Hannah, b. and d. 1757. 

iii. Nathaniel, b. 4 Sep. 1759 
iv Moses, b. 8. Oct .. 1762. 

6. Mehitable, b. 18 May. 1719; mar. 
Edward White in 1741. 

9. Jonas. bapt. 20, Nov., 1726: m. 

Anna Lowden, 3u Dec.. 1736, 
who owned the covenant, 20 Nov. 

1737. Issue:-

i. Lowden, b. 30 Oct., 1737 

ii. Anna, b. 6. Feb. 1739: d. 

iii Anna, bapt. 3 Aug .. 1740 
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h·. Elizabeth, bap. 28 Feb. ·4 2 

y. Mary. bapt. 29Jany, 1744, 
m. 4 Jan., 1767. Zebediah 
Cook, of Stockbridge. Mass 

vi. Jonas, bapt. 12 J~ .. 174?· 
vii. Job. b. 5 June, 1748; m. -

Elizabeth, and had :-

a. Polly, bapt. 2 May, '73 

b. William," r9 Feb., 75 
c. Daniel," 25 Jan., 1778. 

viii, Martha, bapt. 18 March, 
1753; d. Dec. 12 1772. 

ix. Margaret, hap.,,19 Jan'y 
1755· 

x: Amm1, bapt. 31 July '57: 
d. 5 March, 1758. 

Jonas's estate taxed, 1741,-'42,-44. 
Sells S. Hall, lot on Mystic River, 
1748. Of S. Hntchinson, Jr., lot on 
Winter Hill, 1741. To Thos Austin, 
lot, 1742. To P. Edes, 4 acres, 1741 
Ann (wife) deed of James Lowden, 
1 737• 



JAMES AND MARY. 

It is now believed that Jame(' Priest, 
( died in Weston, 4 March, 1756) was the 
first child of Joseph ( 2 ), son of James (I) 

Having received half of a house from his 
father into which to take his wife, Han­
nah, they gave to their first born child 

the name, James. He married Sarah 
Treadway, b. 18 Dec., 1679, 1[Nathaniel 
Treadway (I) Watertown : James ( 2) ; 

Josiah. brother of James (2), m. Sarah 
Swett, and hadJosia~. James, and Sarah, 

who marriedJames Priest.J 
The children of James and Sarah :-
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I. Josiah, b. 20 March, 1706: m. 18 
Sept., 1727, Mary Bemis, of Concord, 
Mass; hem. 2nd, Mary Brewer, 16 Jan'y, 
1738. The children of Josiah were: -

I, Mary, ~apt., 12 Mar., 1732; d. 
2. Mary, · '' 7 Oct., 1733 . . 

3. Elizabeth," 23 June, 1734."" 

1· Josiah, bapt., 4 June, i739: of 
Groton; asJosiah, Jr, he was 
enrolled at Ticonderoga, in a 

·company of trooper~ comman-
. ded _: by'_ Samuel Haskell of 
Harvard, in· 1757. Decem. I, 

1758,;he married, Eunice Ja­
mlso·n·or Weston and resic!ed 
. for a tim·e ·in 'Bolon. when. 
bef'ore, moving .. to Marlboro'., 

"'Mass: they h~d ~'t ieast three 
children, ·which they took with 
therri. At.Marlboro', they had 
' Shach-ack~ b~-i76q: He m. 
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Louisa Eaton, and had:-

i. Abel R., b. 1797. 

ii. Josiah, b. 1799. 
iii. Eunice J., b. 1801. 

iv. Henry, b. 1804. 

5. Annah, bapt. 4 June, 174~ 
6. Timothy, b. 19 Oct. 1742; and 

bapt. 4 June, 1749, sett1ed 

in Groton; m. 22 August. 
1764, Sarah Butterfield. 
i.:Molly, b. 13 Feb. 1766. 
ii. Sarah, b. 25 Apr.,1767. 
iii. Rebekah,'b. Oct, 1768. 
iv. Lydia, b. 21 Sept., 1770. 
v. Susanna, b. Mar., 1773. 

vi Jane, .b. Feb. 14, 1775. 
7. Lydia b, 18 Oct., 1744. 
8. Jonas of Groton, b. 8 April 1746 

m. 17 Jan., 1746, MarthaDu­
rant of Billerica,_ Mass./ _by 
Mr. Cummings. 



JOSEPH AND MARGARET. -~ 

9. Lucy, b. 18 Feb., 1749. 
10. Joel, b. 19 Feb .. 1751. 
JI. Jonathan, b. 12 June, 1754. 
12. William, b 12 June, 1756. 

t 
13. Sybil, b. 19 Sept., 1758. 
14. Sarah, b. 8 Feb., 1761 

II. Mind well b. 27 June, 1708: m. 19 
Sept., 1l35, David Stone o{ 

Stoughton. 

III, Abigail, b. 3 July 1709; m. 2 

Apr., 1739, Isaac Carey. 





DESCENDANTS OF MATHIAS 
PRIEST AND WIFE ALICE (BISH­

OP) PRIEST. 

Mathias, born--; died---; mar­
ried Alice Bishop. Had aix children: 

I. Sarah born, died ;mar. 
--Youngblood. Issue, two sons. 

1, ii. 

II. Samuel, born ;died :marriP.d, 

Issue, 

i. Biahop born ; died ; m. 
Issue.-

(a) Samuel b. 

(b) Lizzie b. d. unm. 
ii. Rebecca, b. d. unm. 
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iii. George Elwood, b ; married 

-- Issue. 
Was in--Regt. 

III. Jesse, Lorn, 1799: d. 7 Jan., 1874: 
m. 1822, Elizabeth Bengless, b. 

1804; d. 17 Dec. , 1881. Issue; 
1. Edwin b. Aug. 1824, died 

1885. m. 1858.--- I,sue. 
1.-

ii. Rosa. 

iii. Jesse. 
iv. Anna. 

2. Eber b. 11 Feb. 1826; d. 

1884; m. Rachel Warrell in 
1852, who died 1870. Issue. 

i. William H. 
ii. Jesse 
iii. Lizzie m. - Sharp : 

Wilmington, Del. 

iv. Laura. 

3. David (school teacher) b. 
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29 Nov. 1827: m. Mary A. 

Justin : no children : he d. 

Mar .. 1860; 1he d. 1890. 

4. Rebecca b. Sept. 1829 ; 
single: Jiving, 1901. 

5. Mary Jane, b. 15 Aug. 1831 

m. Chalkley Smedley 26 

Nov., 1862, he died 27 May 

1901. Children. 

i. Rebecca: m. Howard 

Ashbridge and had 

(a) Carlton. 

(b) Elva. 

ii. Anna. 

iii. Howard. 

6. Annie E. (school teacher) b, 
r Ocl., 1833. unmarried; d. 

1866. 

7. William, b. 2 Dec. 1835: m, 
Mary Ann Shaffner; most 

of life farmer ; 9 years po1t 
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master and store keeper. 
has 110n Edgar, b. June 
17, 1871. 

8. Sarah L., b. 12 Apr., 1838: 

m. Geo. T. Philips, b. 3d 

June, 1845. he d. 19 Mar. 
187 5 : Children :-

i. J. Elvyn,b. 6 Oct. '71. 
died, 20 Apr, 1901. 

ii. Lucinda, b. 18 April, 

1873 j d. I, 1873. 
9. Philena, b. 25 Aug. 1844. 

m. Franklin J. Bishop: and 

had five children :-

j Oscar,- -had Horace. 
i. 

Horace. 

ii. Ellen m. Charles Ful­

lon and had 

(a) Marion. 
(b) El_wyn. 



MATHIAS AND ALIC•. 5 

(c) Emma. 
iii. Lizzi~. 
iv. i..ouville. 

IV. Abraham b. 
I. Ruth Ann. 
2. Frankli11. 

i. Harry, 
ii. Willford. 
iii. Clara. 

d. m. 

3 Wellington, living, 1901. 

i. Ida, died in infancy . 
. ii. Laura died in infancy. 

V. George, died in infancy. 

VI. William, b. m; d. 
1. Alice Ann, m. Edwin Garrett 

and had thirteen children. 
2. George, b. m. resides 

at Decatur, Ill. 
3. Charles died at the old home­

stead, Phrenixville, Pa., May 
31, 1897. He married Mary, 

daughter of William Spear,· 
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J Nov., 186o. Children:-
i. William Edwin, b. Aug. 

17, 1861 : Assist. Prof. of 
History, Columbia, Uni­
versity, Wuhington. 

ii. John, Methodist Clergy­
man, at Christiana, Lan­
castP-r Co., Pa., born II 

June, 1863. Children:-
~a) Harvey. 
(b) Esther. 

iii. Harvey, b. 30July '65. 
d. May 17, 1899. 

iv. Charle,, b. 8 Apr., '7 x. 
In hardware busine■s at 
Mont Clair, N. J. 

v. Anna May b. June 13. 
1877 : resides with her 
mother and brother Vil. 
Edwin at Washington, 
District Columbia. 

4· iamuel. died. 



DESCENDANTS OF JAMES LOU­
DON PRIEST. 

AB will be seen on page 9. under head­

ing "Joseph and Hannah," Jo1epb, IOD 

of Joseph, eon of James (whose name ap­

peared on Dorchester, :Mass. Records in 
1637,) married Margaret Childs Dec. 25 
1701. Joseph and Margaret bad at least 
nine children. The birth date of Jona, 

is not known : his delayed baptism_ took 
place, 20 Nov. J 7 :16. His name a~peara 
as the last child. His sister Mehitabel's 

name preceeds this. She wa11 hl>rn 18 
May, 1719: The eatat! of Jonas was first 

taxed in 1741, so it is fair to conclude hi1 

birth was in 1720-1. On 3.-, Dec., 1736, 

Jonas Prit!st married Anna Lowden: and 
from information ·found on· page I 5, she 
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was a daughter ofjames Lowden. Rec­

ords show that she had children as fol­

lows. 
x. LO\vden Priest, b0rn 30 Oct., J 7 Jl': 

1. Anna b. 6.Feb., 17 39: died. 

3. Anna, bapt. 3d Aug. 1740. 

The fate of this Dorchester family has 

been obscure to genealogist for over a 

century and a quarter. Mr9, Norma 

Priest Culver living ( :901) in Loudon­

ville, Ohio, has documents in her pos­

seseion proving that Lowden Priest was 

a resident of the town of Manlius, Onon­

daga, Co., N. Y. This township was 

formed in 1794. Deeds in the possession 

of Mrs. Norma Priest Culver, show that 

a deed was given to Lowden Prfost, on 

March,, 1796, tror.n Wm. Haskens of the 
town of Pompey, same county, convey-

ing one hundred acres i,f land. This 

William Haskens in company of Comfort 
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Rounds in 179?. settled in La Fayette, a 

part of which was formed from Pompey, 

in 1825, Tl:e place of settlement was 
Linn in South east part of town. Where 

Loudon Priest waR from childhood to 

manhood I found no record. By indi­

rect record it is shown that he married in 

Massachusetts previous to I 768, that he 

had ther~ a son born May I. 1769. He 

wai:; given the name James Lowden Priest 

which was subsequently written James 

Loudon Prie~t. It is clearly shown that 

Lowden resided at Manlius, Onondaga, 

Co. He died aged 84. in 1821 .at Loudon­

ville, Ohio, a town founded by his son, 
James Loudon Priest. Mrs. Norma Priest 

Culver shttes that her grandfather James 
Loudon Priest married Paulina Chauncey 

in Mas~achuscttF.. end moved to Oneida 

Co., N. Y, which proves that he did not 

come to N. Y, until later than his father 
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as then: was no Ondda County lurmed 

until 1798. From Oneida Co. he moved 

to Crawtord Co. Pa:, residing there un­

til there began an influx of settlers into 

Ohio. With two men in two dugout ca­

noes of his .. own -oonstruction, two years 

before the settlement of Columbus, he 

arriv11d in that part of Ohio, which 1i. 

now Hulmes County. On May IO, 181CZ1, 

ente1er 1000 acres ofland in what is now 

Holmes and Ashland Counties, He built 

his. cabin on the banks of a stream now 

called Lake-fork Aft~r doing what he 

could to make ready for his tamily he re­

turned to Pennsylvania for them leaving 

the men in charge. This. location not 

proving healthful, he built another cabin 

about a mile west in a more healthy lo­

.cality and moved his family there. As 

his family enlarged he built an third cab­

in •nd more convenient about fifty feet 



JAMRS LOUDON PRIRBT, 5 

from the fint and used it for a Jiving 

room. The laet one built is still (1901) 

standing, having been "eatherbuarded 
and built onto about seventy-five years 

ag'). In 1812 he built a fort on his farm in 

Holmes County. On Aug. 6th 1814. he 

laid out what is now the flourishing vil­
lage of Loudonville, Ohio. He was a 

dvil engineer. The village was named 

after him. It is situated about two miles 

from the place where he once resided on· 

a stream now called Black Fork. He 
laid out in the center of the town twelve 

lots which he dPeded to the town as a 

gift, to be used at a public park : he aleo 

deeded land as a gift to the town to be 

used for a cemetery. Norma Priest Cul­

ver has in her posgesaion a deed for land 

bought there in name ot her grandfath­

er, James Lowdon Priest. given by James 

Monroe, President of the United States, 
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Jan. 9, 1817. He died. IO Aug;. 18n, at 

the age of 53 years 3 mos and 9 days . 

. Ja.r.es L. Priest and Paulina Chauncy 

had nine sons and five daughters:- - Al­
phonso died in infancy ; all of the rest of 

the sons married and had families. 

1 William h. Aug. 20, 1792; m. Cath­

arine Oram : he died 29 March 1843 

and was buried at Loudonville: 11ge 

50 yeartt 7 mos and 9 days. The fol­

lowiag of his children lived to man 

and "'omanhood, married and had 

children, 

i. Joshua, 

ii. Elizabeth, 

iii. Sarah, 

iv. Sabina, 

v. Cathatine, 

vi. Lucy, 
vii. Nancy, 
viii. Jerusha, 
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ix. Paulina, 

x. Reuben, 

William Workman, now residing 

in Loudonville is a son of Jerusha. 

2. Daniel born 22 Mar. 1790; married 
Elizabeth Q..uick; he died 17 Apr, 

1877: aged 80 yrs. r mo. and 25. da. 
Children that grew. to man and wo­

manhood:-

i. Loudon, 

ii. David, 

iii. Anna, 

iv Churchill. 

v. Wi1liam residesat Loudonviile. 

vi. Filena, 

vii. Elizabeth. 

All married except Loudon, and had 

families. There were two or three 
who died young. 

3. Jonas .. born I May, 17so, m. Sarah 
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Robin100 ; he died 13 Aug. 1870: 

buried in Holmes C., aged 65 yrs, 4 

mos and 13 days. Children that 
grew up were : 

i. Louisa, 

ii. Rebecka. 

iii. Clara, 
iv, Austin, at Commercial Hotel 

Ottawa, Kansas. 

v. Robert, 

vi. Paulina, 
vii. Orland. 

Louisa and Clara married and have 
no families : Austin and Robert mar­

ried and had familie<i, The rest died 

single. 
4. John, born Jan. 25, 1807, in Craw­

ford Co., Pa., married Barbara 

Workman; she died Jan. 25, 1890, 
and was buried at Loudonville, aged 
7'l years e mos. and 19 days. He 
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died n June, 18~3. aged 76 years, 
4 mos and 1 7 days. They had two 
·sons and six daughters. The tw• ions 

and two daughters deceaeed after ar­
riving at man and womanhood. 

i. Meliasa, C. mar. Benjamin See 

(a) Alvin L. 
(b) Nellie B. 

ii. Norma m. Leander S. Culver. 

No;family i he d. May 19. 1883 : 

aged 46 yrs, 5 mos and. 1 5 days. 

iii. Columbus D. died 2 Apr. 1885, 

age 38 yrs 7 mos 18 days. 
mar, Elizabeth Mc Crary ;­

(a) Colda M ... 

(b) Harry R. 

iv. Josephine L. m. Jame• Hackett. 
(a) Carrie J. 

v. Morgan A., died 7 Nov. 18¢, 
• Age 48 yeitrs, 8 mos. 6 days. 
mar. Julia Schauwekor; Iseue; 
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(a) Irwin G. 

{b) Florence. 

The rest were unmarried. 

vi. Agnes L, d. Dec. 19, 1889, 

aged 31 years, 8 mos 28 days. 

vii. Elizabeth C. d. Jan. 31, 1899; 

aged 60 yra, It moe. 30 das. 

viii. Ida M. living. 1901. 

5. James m. -- ; had two sons Robert 
and Alonzo. 

6. Chauncey married and had family. 

7. Alvin married and had at least four 

children: 
i. Lydia, 
ii Isora, 

iii Loudon. 

iv. Eber. at Marion, Ohio, 

8. Alonzo married Rhoda Clark: died 

23 April, 1889, aged 72 yr11, 2 mos 

13 days; buried in Holaes County. 
i. Stephen, 
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ii. Sarah, 
iii. George, Lakeville, 0., mar­

-ried and a family. 

9 Clara m. Benj. O.,ick; died June 4, 
1831: buried in Loudonville: age 34 
years. At least six children ;-

i. David, 

ii. Cornelius, 

iii. Henjamin. 
iv. Aaron, Pcrryeville, Ohio. 

v. HarriP.tt, 
vi. Olive. 

10. Sarah, m. Chepes Parker: •he died 
31. Oct., 1864, buried in Loudoa­
ville, age 56 yn, 7 mos, 20 day,. 
At least nine children. 

i. Silas,. Attorney at Law, Mans-
field, Ohio. 

ii. Laura, 
iii. Calvin, 
iv. Alonzo, 
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v. Dillion, 

vi. William, 
vii. Elnora, 

viii. Clementine, 

ix. Loudon, 
u. Olive married twice ; xst, -- Da-

vidson, and had a dauihter Filena, 

who married and had a large fam­

ily. For information inquire o( An­

dr~w Workman, ( ?) Knox Co. O. 

Olive m. 2d, Andrew Smith. llsue 

Jackson, Churchill, Webster, Jo­

nas and Ch .. ncey. Olive d. Oct. 

19, 1870. age 75 years, 8 mos 19 
days. Chauncey Smith re1ides at 

Loudonvflle. 

u . .Eliza :n. George Webster. Died­

Had Sarah and John, he residea at 
Logansport, Ind. Each had a family, 

13. Alfouzo died in infancy, 

14. --- daughter died in infancy. 
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Bay; to the Honorahle, ~his Maj;esty's 

Council and House of Representatives in 

General Court, assembled." for protection 

against Indians. This petition was dated 

June 7, 1755. On the followir.g winter, 

Joshua Priest was returning home with a 

handsled loaded with hay ; he lost his way 

and fell into a pool or brook and so wet 

his clothes that he froze to death. The 

place is still named Priest Brook. His 

g,rave is in the cemetery at the middle ~ •... ,,. 

the town. It is said that Samuel emigrated 

to Vermont. Joseph married and had 

Josevh, who was born in 1753, and died 
in Gardner, Mass., 30 Sept .. 1833. He 

marriec Patience Stiles of Lunenburg. 

Mass., who was born 16 Sept., 1763. She 

died in Templeton, Mass., 23 Oct. 1838. 

They had six children :-

r. Levi,son of Joseph, of Gardner, b. 

16 Oct .. 1783: d,~at Wlnchendon, 
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22 Apr., 1852: m. Hannah \Vood­
bury of Winchendon. They had 
five· childn·n :-

i. Levi, b, at Gardner, Mass., 22 

May 1'13: cl. at ~Hinsdale, 
N. H., 12 Oct., 1858. He 
m. twice, and had three 

children by first wife, and 

two boys and two g irls by 
his second wifo. The only 

survivor of the family(1900) 
was E. L. Priest, of Oak­
land. Cal. 

ii. Francis Dana Priest, b. at 

Gardner, 9 June. 1815: m. 
II Feb., 1835, Sophia Bacon 
Hale, who was born at Win­

chendon, June 25. 1817. The 

children were :-
(a) Nancy Amelia Woodbury Priest : 

b. at Royalston, Mass., 7 Dec., 
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1836: d. 21 Sept., 1870. She was 
the poetess toward whom many of 
the Priest family point with pride. 

"Over the '.River,-arid other Po­
ems" was the name of a little vol­

ume, by her and printed at Lan­
caster, with an introduction and a 
biographical sketch, by Rev. A. 

P. Marvin, of Lancaster. As an 
appropriate beginning for a work 
on Genealogy, ••Over the River." 
is given place at the beginning of 

this book. Shem. 22 Dec .• 1865, 
Lieut. Ar,ington C. Wakefield of 

Bartonsville, Vt., who served in 
the war of the Rebellion, four and 

a half years, with Vermont troops. 

Says a writer in the "Union Pa­
cific." 

'· Among the first volunteers from 
Massachusetts was a: fair complex-
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ioned and slender built lad by the 
name of Wakefield, of Winchen­
don. Miss. Priest's intense love 
for her country and for all human 
rights was deeply aroused, and, the 
dutiful step:, firmly taken by the boy 
whose strong heart for his country 
led him from a deToted mother 
and friend to the front, sealed to 
him the hand and life affections of 
the noble poetess : hence most of 
her !'longs and work thereafter were 
for her country." 

•' Over the River" was one of her 
first efforts, and grew out of her 
sorrow resultant'. from the death of 
an idolized brother. 
The descendants of Nancie A. W. 
(Priest) Wakefield:-

i. Francis Arlington, b. Bar­
tonsville, Vt., 6thJuly. 1867. 
His_~ marriage took place in 
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Springfield, Mass. 14 Nov. 1894 
Anna H. Dean of Holyoke; had 

Anna Frances, b. at Spdng­
field, 5 Sept., 1895. 

Harry, b, at Springfield, June 

1897. 
Esther Gertrude, b. Jan. 2,1, 

1899, at Springfield, Mass. 
Corporal Frank A. Wakefield, 
and Harry C. Wakefield, b_oth 
served in the Cuban war, and 
were mustered out with their 

Regt, Nov. 3, 1898. 
ii. H~rry Caveno Wakefield, 

b0rn 28 May, 1869, atWinchen­
don, Mass.; m. 17 JunP., 1891, 
Emily Burnett of Springfield : 

Earnest A., b. 30 July, 1892, 
at Springfield 

Albert Harry. b. II Mar. 1894 
iii. Alice Emma; b. 17 May 
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1870, at Winchendon : d. Sept., 

15, 1870. 
b. Lucia Hannah Priest, b. at Royal­

ston, Mass., 26 Sept., 1838,::mar­
ried Alonzo A. Hale of Winchen­

don, 27 Oct., 1853, and had:-
Walter Alonzo Hale, b. 9 July, 
.1856, at Winchendon; d. Aug. 

25, 1856. 
Jessie Hortense, b. 8 April,1858. 
married, 17 Sept., 1875, Hosea 
Carter,of Petersham, Mass. Had 

Alton Winthrop Carter, b. 25 

April, 1880; d. 22June, 1890. 
Lester Hale Carter, b. Nov. 
16, 1886, at v\ inchendon. 

( c) Francis Lafayett Priest, b. Oct, 

16, 1843: d. 22 Feb., 1844. It 
was the decease of this brother 
that inspired ~writing "Over the 
River." 
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(d) Emily Sophia Priest, b. at Winch­

endon, 4 of March, 1847; m. Hen-_ 
ry A. Dean, of Gill, Mass.,· 2 .. Sep. 

1869. He served in Co. A,, 52nd 
Regt., Mass., Vols., for one year. 

Issue, 

Arthur Arlington Dean, b. 

27 Aug., 1870 at Fitchburg. 
d. 30 Aug. 1870. 
Mary Ida, b. 13 June. 1872, 
at Orange, Mass 

Anna Hortense, b. at Orange, 
Mass, 24 Apri"i. 1874. 
Edith'.Martelli, b. at Orange 
Mass, 19July, 1876:d. 2May 

1888. 

Orvilli Priest Dean, b. at Or­
ange, 21 Oct., 1878 :-enlisted 

in the Engineer's ~ Corps,_ at 
West Point in 1897 :·served)n 
the Cuban war with the Corps 



JOSEPH AND PATIENCE. 25 

and died Aug. 30, 1898 on the 

ill-fated" Roumania," while at 

sea, on her return trip to re­

turn sick and wounded sol­

diers to the United States. 

(e) Orvilli Worth Priest, b. Winchen­

don, 15 Oct., 1849; d. 20th 

June, 1865. 

( fi George Frank Priest, b. at Hins­

dale, 28 May, 1853; d. 10 Sept., 

1870. 
3. Nancy W., daughter of Levi W., b. 

26 Jan., 1817; d. at Winchendon, 

5 Jan., 1831. 
4. Joseph, fourth child of Levi son of 

Joseph, b. 30 Aug., 1818: resided 

in Win.::hester in 1901. June 13th 

1844 he married Esther A. How­

ard, b. 30 Dec .. 1821 : they had : 

Clara Augusta, b. I 3 June 

1844: m. 28 Nov., 1867, Geo. 
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W. Gould, who was in the 
civil war. They had a son. 

Charles L., b. 18 June, 

1869. 
Nettie Isabell, b. 21 October. 
1857; m. 3 Oct,, 1888, Frank 
E. Russell, one of the mem­
of the New England Box Co. 

They had no children. 

5. Milo C., b. Aug. 15 1820: d. at 
Norway, Mich, zoDec. 1895. He 
left no children. 

II. Joseph, Jr., born at Gardner 25 
Sept., 1786: d. at Gardner 12 Mar. 

1854. 
III. Lucy, b. at Gardner, 2 Aug., 1789 

m. Ezra Baker :cl. 2 Mar., 1863. 

IV. Jacob, b. 28 July, 1791: died 21 

Sept., 1862: m. Patty:Clark. 
Joseph. 
Jacob.Jr. 
Mary. 
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Martha. 
Betsy. 

Eliza. 

Harriet. 

V. Betsey. b. Sept., 17, 1800; d. July 

16, 1824, at Cincinnati, O. : m. El­

bridge Leland. 

VI. Caleb, b. 30 June, 1803: d. 29 

May, 1855; m. Nancy L. 
Gage, :z4 March, 1825 : b. 20 

Sept .. 1805; d. 10 May, 1872. 

1. Lorenzo S., b. 20 Apr., 

1827; d. II Oct., 1866: m. 

Abbie Richardson. 

2. Alexander Caleb Priei;t, 

b. 4. Dec., 1829; d. Oct. 8, 

1892; m. 20 Sept., 1859. 

Mary E. Knowlton, b. in 

Nelson, N. H., 25 Sept., 

1836. 

3. Julius Willard, b. 9 Sept. 
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1832: d. 13 Feb .. 1877. 

4. George B., b. 27 March 

1834: d. 26 Sept., 1894 :m. 

Clara A. Knowlton, I Jan., 

1863; had Lorenzo L., b. 
26 March, 1868. 

5. Calvin Monroe Priest, 

b. 9 Jan., 1838: his wife. 
Delia Gabriel Priest, whom 

he married: 15 Oct., 1865. 
was born April, 1846; Four 

children of thiH marriage:-

i. Nancy Louist-', b. · 3d. 

March, 1867; m. Upton 

Hale Mason, 14 October, 

1884. One child by this 
marriage, Emily Mason. 
b. in Aug., 1885 : died 
the following December. 
ii Mary Elizabeth Priest, 
born Sept, 4, 1868; m. 
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(.hatlts Miltc:n Btr.rr .. .Ap1il 20 
1886; six child"n by this mar·ge. 

( a Milton Calvin Beam. horn 
14 Feb .. 1887. 

( b) Ethel Louise Beam. ho'. n 
Aug. 21, 1889. 

(c) Charles Milton Beam.Jr. 

b . .Aug. 2b. 1f5,2. 
(d) Abbie Gertrude Beam, b. 

20 April. 1894. 
(e) and (f) twins:-

Stephen Mason Beam, 
Helen Gladys Beam, born 
Jan., 9, 1899. 

m. Calvin M,mroe PriP8t. Jr .. b. 
Jan., 19, 1873; d. 21 Mar. 18n. 
iv. Abbie Generieve Priest. horn 

April, 17, 1875. 
6. Francis 0., son of Caleb. b. 4 

June, 1841: not married; died, 13 
May, 1887. 

7. Nancy L., b. 12 Mar., 1847: d. 
14-~Dec., 1861, aged 14 yrs. and 
9 months. 



JOYS OF HEAVE:\T. 
BY NANCY A, W. PRIEST, 

[Selected from Rev. Theodore L. Cuy­
ler's Collection of ··Golden rh:>ught,, 'lf 
Mother, Home and Heaven."] 

Beyond these chilling winds and gloomy 
skies, 

Beyond Death's cloudy portal­
There is a land where beauty never dies, 

And love becomes immortal. 

A land whuse light is never dimmed by 
shade, 

Whose fields are ever vernal, 
Where nothing beautiful can ever fade, 

But blooms for aye eternal. 

We!may not know how sweet its balmy 
air, 

How bright and fair its flowers; 
We may not hear the SQngs that echo 

there, 
Through those enchanted bowers. 



JOYS OF HEA \. l:.:X. 31 

The city's shining towers we may not see, 
With our: dim earthly vision ; 

For Death;the silent warder, keeps the 
key 

That opes those gates elysian. 

But sometimes, where adown the western 
sky 

The fiery sunset lingers, 
Its golden gates swing inward, noiselessly 

Unlocked by silent_fingers. 

And while they stand a moment half ajar, 
Gleams from theinner glory, 

Stream lightly through the azure vault 
afar, 

And half reveal the ·story. 

0 land unknown ! 0 land of love divine I 
h Father all-wise, eternal, 

Guide, guide, these wandering, way-worn 
feet of mine, 

Unto those pastures vernal. 





ADDENDA, 
J'urther information regarding des­

cendants of Jacob and Patty (CJark) 

Priest. See Page 26, 

I. Joseph, b. Jan. 18, 1815: d. 1812. 

II. Jacob W., b. April 2, 1817; d. '24 

III. Mary, b. :t-eb. 24, 1819;resided in 

Sioux City, January, 1884, 
IV. Martha E., b. Jan 9, 1822; m. (1) 

Jan. 1, 1844, Orville C., son of Samuel 
Stiles of Rindge, N. H., b. in Stratford, 

Ct., Jan, 12, 1817. After marriage Jived a 
short time in Fitzwilliam, N. H., and 
then moved to Fitchburg, Mass., where 

he died July 30, 1862, Children born a 

Fitchburg:-

i. Charles J., b. July 7, 1846; d. 

June 7, 1856. 
ii. Mary, b. June 28, 1852; d. 

Feb. 12, 1853. 



34 ADDENDA. 

Widow Marth!\ E. (Priest) Stiles 

m. 2nd, David Barker; 3d - Holt : 

resided at Sioux City, Iowa. 

V. Betsey, b. June 15, 1826, m. 
Arthur Kneeland Gould, born 

· Nov. 22, 1821. Issue:-
i. Emmons Oliver, b. 23 May, 

1853; m. Fanny L, Thorpe, 

b. Sept. 17, 1853, Issue:-
a. Harry Edwards, born 23 

July, 1877, 
b. Jessie Rose, b. 23 July, '8o. 

c. Lula May, b. Sept. 9, '82 , 
ii. Lillie May Belle, b. 30 May, 

1867. 
VI. Lucy, b. Dec. 8, 1828; d. Dec. '56, 

VII. Eliza Patience, b. 16 Aug., 1832; 

d. Jan. 21, 1855. 

VIII. Harriet M., b. Sept. 16, 1~37; d. 

July 29, 1871. 
Stiles genealogy gives the date of 

Patience (Stiles} Priest's death as 1814. 
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Our dat~ was received from a member of 

the family. Patience Stile11's father was 

Lieut. Levi Stiles, b. at Lunenburg Feb, 

18, 1732-3, m. Dec. 16, 1775, by Rev. 
David Stearns of Lunenburg, Patience 

Smith of that place, who d. March 26 
1828. They had twelve children, Patience 
who married Joseph Priest being the 

fourth. Her sister Mary married Dr. 

Lyman Lewis of Norwich, Vt,. who was 

a person of great influence there, and 

one of the trustees of :S orwich University. 
Her sister Hannah, the eleventh child, 

"lived single and possessed remarkable· 

strength, Her nephew related that she 
could lift a barrel of cider and set it on a 

table as easily as he could a ten galhn 

jug." 

Groton Mass. Historical Series dates 

the marriage of Jonas Priest of Groton to 

Martha l>urant. Jan. 17, 1769, 
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Timothy Priest was dismissed from the 

Groton church and recommended _to the 

Church of Christ, WinchendOll, July 18, 
1802: m. Sarah Butterfield, August 22, 

1764. 
March 18. 1756, the folJowing appeared 

in a Groton paper: -

Strayed last July from Mr. John Priest 

of Groton a large Rrindle cow with some 

white spots about her, having the letter 

W. marked with a hot iron on one of her 
horns. About seven years old. Now who­

eyer shall give information of her either 

to John Prietit or Jonas Priest of Wal­

tham shall be well rewarded. 
The two persons mentioned were prob­

ably brothers, and sons of Joseph Priest 

ot Waltham. 

Butler'& History of Groton: -

Joseph and Mary Priest had 

Lois, b. May I, 1762. 

Joseph, b. 1 Jan. 1765. 
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PROF HENRY PRIEST. 

Prof. Henry Prie11t 1 Dean and Hayward 
Professor of Phy1ics and Chemistry in 
St. Lawrence University, Canton, N. Y., 
was born at Mount Holley, Vt., May 5th, 
1847. He lived on a tarm until he was 
twenty-one years of age,fitted for college 
and entered at twenty-three ; Received 
the degree of A. B. at Tufts College in 
1874 : the degree of A. M. at Tufts in 
1877; the degree of Ph. D. at Lombard, 
in 1898. He was Principal of Goddard 
Seminary, Barre, Vermont, from 1874 to 
1883. Thatyear he was elected Professor 
in St Lawrence University, which posi­
tion is still held. ( 190 l.) In 18~o, he was 
elected to the Vermont Legislature and 
re-elected in 1882. He waa appointed on 
important committees and made Chairman 
o( Committee on Education. Prof. Priest 
is in religion a U niversalist and in poli-

, tics a Prohibitionist. He has done much 
in an educational way for the University 
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along temperance lines. In 1881, he mar­
ried Flora Coburn Eaton a native of 
Calais, Vt. She is a cultured and refin­
ed lady: was educa~ed in the ~ethodist 
Seminary, Montpelier. Vt. ,and Goddard's 
Seminary at Barr(;!, where she was grad­
uated in 1873. She was two years pre­
ceptress of the Green Mountain Institute, 
Woodstock, Vt., and four years precep­
tress of Goddard's Seminary. her Alma 
mater, She joined the white ribbon move­
ment in 1889, and since then has been 
prominently connected with the work in 
Canton, and the County of St. Lawrence. 
Her service as local r,resident coven ma­
ny terms and as County recording sec­
retary and County prei!ident of the white­
ribboners she has often been elected. 
She is an active worker in the U niver­

alist Church and is interested in every 
good work. 

The following shows in part the line­
age of Prof. Henry Priest: 

Elijah Priest, born 16 May, 1756; died 
15 April 1813: married March, 1793, 



FLORA C. PRIEST, 

Prominently Connected with the White Ribbon MovemenL 
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Eunice Warner. born 30 Sept,. 1763: 

died 20 Sept .• 1856. Issue:-

1. Elijah, Jr., b. 8 June, 1794; died 

24Jan., 1796. 
t. Daniel, born 7 Feb., 1797; died 

4 Jan., 1876. 
3. Elijah, 2d Jr., born 6 M,.y 1799: 

died 6 July, 18n. 

4. Ethan, born 9 Jan., 1802: died 12 

Sept., 1883; married 26 Feb, db6 

Hannah Dawley, b. :7 Feb., :1804; 
died I Jan .. 1871. Issue:-

1, Darius, b. 12 Dec., 1826; had 
Ira, b. at Mechaaicsvllle, Vt. 
May, 1856; graduated from 
Tufts Col., 1884; A. M., · 
1897 : D. D., 1898, Tufts:Col. 
Divinity School, B. D., ,887. 
C(?rnmiesioned Chaplain of the 
Ohio, Nat. Guards, in 1899: 

· Was ln Univtrsali1t ministry, 
1886-97 ; Pres. Buchtel Col­
lege May, 1897-:1891., 
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ii. Eunice Urt:ula, b. 29 Dec. 182~. 

iii. Martha Maria, born 26 June, 
1830; died 22 Aug., 1861. 

iv. Diana, born ·1 Jan.,1832; died 
7 June, 1892 ; married 

v. DrusilJa, born 57 July, 1833: 
vi. John Rancil, b, 31 Jan., 1885; 
vii. Ethan Allen, b. 9 Jan., 1837; 

died 28 Aug,; 1893; 
viii. George, born 11 July. 1841 : 

died 2 March, 1858. 

ix Charles Wesley b. 27 January, 

1843;---
x. Henry, born S May, 1847; 

married JI Aug., 1881, Flora 
Coburn Katon, born 17 April, 
1854. Issue;-
( a) Alice Eaton Priest, born 

16 Dec., 1883. 
(b) Ward Curtis, born 16 

June; 1886. 







PART 3. 





JOHN PRIEST OF WOBURN. 

In the year 1675, when &n army of 

1500 Englishmen was raised by the three 

colonies, viz., Massachusetts, Plymouth 

and Connecticut, for the purpose of 

breaking down the power of King Philip 
among the Narragansett Indians, thirteen 

men in the town of Woburn, Mass., were 

impressed into milita1-y service. Of these · 

thirteen, John Priest was one. It is prob­

able, t-ven likely, that he participated in 

the fight of th:: 19th rec. of that year, a 

day memorable for cold in New Eng­

land. The suffering of the English after 

the fight is thought never to have been 
equalled in history. It outranked the 
horrors of ancient Moi,;cow, or the suffer-
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ings by heat of the modern Santiago. 

But from all serious harm John Priest 

escaped. He, soon after his rt'turn, mar-': 

ried Rachel Garfield, b. 23 Nov., 1656, 

daughter of Samuel ,ind Mary Garfield~ 

The Woburn records have the following 

'entries with the exception of death record. 

I. Elizabeth, daughter of John Priest 

b. 12 Sept.. 1679, m.. 1704, 

Daniel Rugg; d. Dec. 3, 1754. 

II. John, son of John Priest, b. I 

. Nov. 1681, d. 29 Sept., 1756. 

III. Daniel, son of John .Priest, b. 19 

July, 1686: d. 9 Oct., 1723. 

There were other children born at 

Bare Hill, Lancaster or Harvard, as fol­

lows:-
IV. Hannah, received into church 

1718. 
V. Gabriel, b._ 1690, m. Abigail--

.- d. 1755, aged 65. 

VI. Joseph, b. 1692! m. Mary --
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VII. Mary, m. 20 March, 1720, John 
Nichols, and resided with her 
brother on Bare Hill. 

As early as 1688, John Sr. was a prop­
erty holder in Lancaster, for he was then 
taxed for the building of the minister's 
house, to be· given to Reverend John 
Whitney at Bare Hill settlement. 

According to historian Nourse, John 
Warner and John Priest were l$"migrants 
from Woburn. They were church mem­

bers, young men, and evidently were 
deemed desirable acquisitions, for as an 
ind1:cement to their coming hither the 
Lancaster proprietors voted to each of 
them a special grant of thirty acres on 

the easterly side of Hare Hill. At their 
coming the two families f'eemed to have 
lived together, or at least near each other, 

for the sixty acres grant was made to 

them jointly, and the record specifies one -
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part of it as laid out for thirty-six acres, 

be it more or les~. on which they have 
built. 

Says Nourse: "John Priest the elder, 

dying in 1704, John Priest Jr. and the 
widow Rachel came into possession of 

the B'.lre Hill estate, the other children 

being minors. John ultimately built a new 
home more than a mile from the first 

Priest, and Warner garrison on the 

northern slope of Bare Hill. His mother 

died in 1737, his only son in 1738 ;"when 

he sold his homestead to John Forbu::1h. 

and removed to Bolton, where he died in 

1756." 
On page 83 of Nourse's History of 

Harvard is the following record:-
"An ancient gambrel roofed house of 

ample dimensions, until burned April 6, 

1869, stood a little less than a mile from 

.the Harvard postoffice on the eastern side 
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Bare Hill road. This was doubtless 
the 1711 garrison house• of John Priest, 
Jr. By those living, familiar with it, this 
was known as the Forbush place, the 

second John Priest selling it to John For­
bush in 1738. It stood a little biick from 
the highway on an admirably chosen site 

commanding an enchanted vie~ to the 

north and west. Near by was a capacious 

gambrel-roofed barn. The huge chimney 

that surmounted the ridge pole at the 

center of the house was of ~·tone, and 

within the present century several of the 
windows retained the original ~ash 

glazed with little greenish panes set in 

lead. This was a rare and noteworthy 

imrvival, for in the scarcity oflead during 

*Just before John Sr. died the garrison 

on Bare Hill hnd ten men of military age 

in six families. Among them was John 
Priest, Sr. 
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the early days of the Revolution. most of 

the metal sash were melted and run into 

bullets for the patriot army. The stair­

way was built of solid hewn timber, and 

the walls were ceiled thr011ghout with 
plank instead of lath and plaster. Every­
where in the original construction there 

was a chary use of metal ; wooden pins 

or dowels taking the place of the wrought 

nails which were generally employed in 

~arly colonial days for faBtening the 
boarding to the frame, and the flooring 

and wainscoting to the posts. It was uni­
versally considered the oldest house in 
Harvard, and its venerable appearance 
and peculiarly antique carpentry justified 

this belief. fhe house standing on the 

hillside half way between the site ot the 

John Priest garrison house on Bare Hill 
P~nd, was the home of Joseph Priest, 
John's younger brother. He sold it, with 
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eighty acres ofland to Benjamin Stow in 

1743." 
AltdescendantsofJohn ofWoburn and 

Rachel Garfield are in line with Edward 

Garfield of Chester, England. b. 1577. 
and consequently of same line as Ex 
President Garfield. Edwarrl Garfield was 
descendant of the Garfields of Tedding­
ton, Middlesex. England. His son. Ed­
\\ ard came to this country with the col0-
nii::ts under the famous Governor Win­

throp, landing in Boston, 3cih June, 1630. ' 
He;was a freeholder in Waterto_wn in 

1p35, grantee ;,f eight lots of land, and 
purchueroffour. Married Rebecca-, 
but afterwards·• tht: widow of Thomas 
Buckingham. Had all hi~ children by 
first wife, viz.; Samuel, Joseph, Rebecca 
and Abigail. Sam~el ~arried Mary Bm­
field; had Rachel, who\vas born 23 Nov., 

1656, and who married John Priest, and 

died May 17, 1737. 



JOHN PRIEST, SON OF JOHN. 

JoHN PRrnsT, JR., son of John and Ra­
chel (Garfield) Priest, b. in Woburn, 
,_1681. He died 1756. His wife, Anna 
;Houghton, whom he married --­
d. 3d April, 1751. The records of a 
Harvard church tell us that in 1708, 

John Priest's children,_Anna,·Mary and 

Abigail. were baptized. Anna m. 23 

March, 1720, Jeremiah Holman. Mary 

m., same date, Ebenezer Houghton. 
On March 20, Mary Priest Sr., sister 

of John Jr.,marriedJohn Nichols. ~On 
the olcl common burial ground at Lan­
caster may be read the following in­
scriptions :-, 
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"Here lies buried I ye body of I Mr. I 
John Priest I who departed this I life, 
Sept. 29, A. n., 1756, in ye 75 year of 
his age." 

"Here lies buried I the body of Mrs. I 
Anna Priest, wife of Mr. John I Priest, 
who departed I this life April 3, I An­
nodom~ni 1751, in ye 67 year of her 
age." 

"Here Lies ye Body of Abigail Priest I 
daughter of Mr. John & Mrs. Anna 
Priest, I who dec'd Septr. 25th, 1723, 
in ye 17th year of her age." 

"Here lies buried I ye Body of Jon~­
than Priest. I ye only son (If I Mr. 
John & Mrs. Anna I Priest. who died I 
April ye 23, 1730, aged I 21 years and 
seven months." 

The first church record says: "Jona-. 

than, son of Jol:!Jt, was baptized 1718. 
Oct. 19. On same date was baptized 
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Eunice, daughter of Hannah." This rec­

ord concerning Eunice is confusing. 

The olde~t records of the First church 

of Christ, Lancaster, began with the pas­

torate of Rev. John Prentis. who married 

Mrs. Prudence ~Foster) Swan of Charles­
town. Among the first seven added to 
the church under his pastorate were John 

Priest and wife, whose record precede:s. 



CHILDREN OF JOHN PRIEST, JR., 

AND HANNAH HOUGHTON. 

i. Anna, hap. 1708; m. 23 Mar. 1720, 
Jeremiah Holeman. 

ii. Mary, hap. 1708; m. 23 March, 
1720, Ebenezer Houghton 

iii. Abigail, hap. 1708; o. Sept. 25, 
1723. 

iv. Damaris, hap. 1710: m. 20 Jan .• 
1725, Joseph Whetcomb. and had 
Jonathan Priest Whetcomb. 

v. Rachel, bap. 1713. m. Hezekiah 

Whetcomb, 3 _ April, :::729. 
vi. Hepsibah, bap. 1716, m. 13 Nov, 

1735, John Houghton. 

vii. Jonathan, hap. 1718; d. 23 Apr., 

1738. 
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viii. Maria, bap. z72z; m. Oliver Stone, 
Ha1vard. 1738; d. 13 June, 1758, 
aged 32. 

John Priest, Jr., died in Bolton, 29 

Sep., 1756, aged 75. Hannah, his wife, 
was daughter of James and Mary Hough­
ton. She died April 3d, 1751. 
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CHILDREN OF oLrvER AND MA­
RIAH PRIEST STONE. 

i. Anna, b. 7 May, 1741; d. 25 Feb., 
1749, age 7 years, 9 months. 

ii. Maria, b. 12 July, 1743; m. II Feb. 
1761, Timothy Kneeland. 

iii. Sara. b. 4 June, 1746. 
iv. Oliver, b. 25 June, 1748; m. Dec. 

30, 1762, Lucy Willard. 
v. John, b. 6 July, 1751. 
vi. Anna, b. 28 A.pr., 1753. 



CHILDREN OF GABRIEL SON OF 
JOHN OFWOBURN. 

Gabdel, son of John and Rachel (Gar­

field) Ptiest from Woburn, b. 169&; d. 
27 March, 1755. He married Abigail 
--,a member of the church in Stow, 

who died 29 June, 1770, aged, 77 years, 
5 months and seven days. The child­
ren of Gabriel and Abigail were 

I. JoHN, .,, 21 Nov., 1717; bapt, 20 

July, ye mot~er having owned 
ye covenant at Stow. 

L. GABRIEL, b. 17 June, 1720. 

III. JEREMIAH, b. ~o April, 1722. 



DltSC~DANTS OF JOHN, SON OJ' 
G\BRIEL. 

John, son of Gabriel, son of John, m. 
Mary Fairbanks. He died 4th April, 1772, 
aged 54 years. She died 17 June, 1772, 
aged 43. Their marriage took place 12 
Oct., 1748. Mary Fairbanks was a 

daughter of Joseph Fairbanks, who mar­
ried Mary Brown, II April, 1718. They 
had thirteen children born to them, Mary 
being the sixth child, a Mary having died 
previously. Joseph Fairbanks was son 

' 
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of LieLt. J abes Fairbanks, and the grand­

son of Jonas, an early proprietor. Jona­

than Fairbanks, the father of Jonas, 

came 1:om Sowerby, England. Nourse 

says the F_airbank family were severe 

sufferers in the Indian war, and Lieut. 

J a bes attained celebrity in military af­

fairs. Speaking further of Joseph Fair­

banks, :\Ir. Nourse says: He was the 

choice of his townsmen for their first rep­

resentative to the Great and General 

Court, but modestly dcclin-::!d to serve. 

He was one of the first selectmen, and 

for several years tO\vn treasurer. His old­
est son Phineas became captain, anrl held 

nearly all the offices within the gift of his 

fellow townsmen. 

Some insight may be gained of the 

tamily by a glance at some of the tomb­
stones over the Fairbank's graves in the 

town of Lancaster, Ma"s. 
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"Here lies interrt-:d I the body of Mrs. I 
Lucy Fairbank, ye wife of Deacon I 
Cyrus Fairbank I who died Sept. ye 

16 I 1776, Aged 36 I years and 8 I 
days I Likewise Ephraim, son oi the I 
Deceased, still born, Sept. ye 1st, 

1776. 
The small and great art! here." 

On the gravestone of Deacon Cyrus 

Fairbanks, who died in 1801, are these 

lines: 

''The sweet remembrance of the just, 

Shall flourish when they sleep in dust." 
The tombstone of Thankful Fairbanks, 

wife of Jonas, who died in 1795, has the 
following :-

"She looked well to the ways of her 

household, 

l\.nd ate riot the bread of idleness." 
The tombstone of Sally, daughter of 

Cyrus and Lucy Fairbank, who died m 
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1790, in the eighteenth year of her age, 

has:-
"When this you see, 

Remember me." 
Another stone marks the burial place 

of Lieut. Jabes Fairbank, who died 

March, 17 58, aged 84 years. 
The inscription over the grave of Eliz­

abeth, wife of Jonas Fairbank, who died 

April 9, 1818, aged 70 years. is:-

"She opened her mouth with wisd-Jm, 

and in her tongue was the law of kind­

ness."' 

The names ofGahrid. Jo~eph and John 

Priest appear in the Lancaster a!'lse~s­

ment roll of 1723; also in the petition for 

the new township of H'.lrvard ir 1731. 

After the death of Rachel, widow of C-i­

briel's father, John of Wo'lurn, who sur­

vived her husband thirty-three years, ''the 

heirs transferred all their rights in the 
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original Priest homestead to Gabriel 

Priest, and his descendants have ever 
since held title to it." In 1732, Harvard 

was set off from Lancaster. Gabriel 

Priest had worked hard for a town, and 

he was chosen one of the selectmen. In 

1750 the chur.::h was rebuilt in Harvard, 

and a committee on re~eating the congre­

gation was .ippointed. Nourse said the 

committee were instructed "to seat the 
two foremost seats below respecting men 

for age as well as Pay, and all the other 
seats and persons to be i;eated on Dignity 

according to what they had paid to the 

minister, real and personal estate the 

three years past" 

We find that Gabriel Priest was in the 

second seat below ( central), while his 

father-in-law, Deac, Joseph 'Fairbrmk, 

was in the first seat .. Jeremiah had the 

fourth seat in the gallery (front). and 
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John the second seat. side gallery. In the 
reseating in 1766,John advanced to front 

fore !'eat, gallery. and Jeremiah had front 

fore in :: allery. alsD, Gabriel Priest was 
corporal in the scouting party sent out 

from Harvard by Colonel Samuel Wil­
lard for a week's tour in thP.woods during 

July, 1748. Gabriel died 27 March, 1755, 

aged 65 years. His ·wirlow died 29 June, 

1770, aged 77 years, 5 months, 7 days. 

The children oi John Priest and Mary 

Fairbanks were as follows : 

I. A son, b. IO.July. 174':l. 

II. John, b. 22 Aug., 1750; m. 

2 May, 177@. Hannoh Stowe. 

Ill. Philem;:>n. b. 18 Feb • 1753; m. 

1st, 21' March, 1776;· Lois 

Hait,•, ell; 2nd, II Feb., 1817, 
Mary Hartwell. 

IV. Mary, b._22 __ .Aug .• 1755; d .. 29 
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Sept., 1756. 
V . .;acob, b. 15 Aug., 1757, m. 

Mary Stone, 4 April, 1782.who 

d, 7 Nov. 1791. 

VI. Abel, b. 20 April, 176o; m. 

Zerviah Whitcomb, 7 March, 

1785. 
VII. Calvin, b. 14 Sept., 1762; d. 2 

Oct., 1762 

VIII. Jabes, b. 23 Jan. 1764; d. 23 
Nov., 1764. 

IX. Mary, b. 9 Feb., 1765; d, 9 
1767. 

X. Relief, b. 10 1:eb., 1771; d. Sep. 

II, 1794• 
XI. Sarah, b. - ; d, 7 Jan., 1792. 
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CHILDREN OF JOHN Jr, AND 
HANNAH (Stow) PRIEST. 

John, son of John and Mary Fairbank, 

b. 22 Aug., 1750; m. 2 l\fay, 1770, Han­
nah Stow, and had 

I. Mary, b. 25 Dec., 1'172; m. Jona­

than Sawyer,2 July, 1794 and had­

i. Jonathan, b. 12 Feb., 1796. 

ii. Caleb, b. 13 April 1798 
iii. Mary, b. 14 Feb., 1800. 
iv. Lucy, b. 2 May, 1805. 

v. Wesley, b. 5 Oct., 1807. 
vi. Luke, b. 18 Oct., 18o9. 

vii. Mercy, b. 6 June, 1812. 
viii. Augustus Jonathan, b. 14 

Apr., 1816. 

2. Mercy, b. 25 May, 1774; m. July, 

1795_, Reuben Whitcomb of Box­
borough. 

3· Lucy, b. 9 Feb., 1776; m. Elias 
Haskell, 10 Oct., 1796, 
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In those days, according to Nourse, 
any one, who had capital and enterprise 
enough to become a retailer of merchan­
dise in a country town stepped at once 
near the portals of gentility. Elias Has­
kell, Sr., was one of these merchants and 
Elias, Jr., was recorded from 1795-7. 

The Haskells, except during the Rev­
olutionary period, almost monopolized 

the trade at Still Riverfor fully a century. 
Their last place of business was at the 

Southern corner of the meeting of the two 
highways leading to Lancaster. In this 
vicinity were in succession Samuel, Elias 
Elias, Jr., Josiah, Jr. and Calvin. The 
valuation.of Elias Haskell's stock in trade 
was placed .at £100 



CAPT. PHILEMON PRIES f. 

Philemon Priest, son .:>f John and Ma"'. 

ry Fairbanks Priest, b. 18 Feb., 1753, 
was the oldest son with male represcnta;-­

tive, and he took the old place. He was. 

at Lexington, Bunker Hill, Dorchester 
and the Jersies, in the capacity of soldier 
and officer. On the 21st of March, 1776. 
he married Lois. Hartwell. She di~d Jan-

9, 1802, aged 44 years. He marril!d, 
2nd, Mary Hartwell, sister of Lois his 

. . . 
first wife, II Feb., 1817. She died Jan. 

13, 1821 ► age~ 65 years. He <lied_ in Har­

vard, 24 Feb., 1837. He was corporal in. 
Capt. David Nourse's company in 1777; 
in 1781, he was 2nd Lieutenant of the 
Seventh Company of the Second Worces­

ter Regiment, a~d in 1787 was made 
Captain. The children of Philemon and 
Lois (Hartwell) Priest were as follows : 
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I. Betsey, b. 21 July, 1777; m.­

Abijah Lawrence and had no chil­

dren. 

2. Sarah, b 5 Oct., 1778: d, 2 March, 
1800. 

31 Nancy b. 18 August, 1780; m,­
N athaniel Stone of Fitzwilliam 
Issue;-

t. Nahum. 

2. Charles. 

3. Gardner. 

4. Stacy. 
5. Nancy. 

4. Benjamin, b. 12 June, 17821 m.­

Sally Wetherbee, and had:-

1. Adeline, b. -- m. Stillman 

Whitcomb. Issue:-

a, Ann Maria. 

b. Charles Austin. 

2. Sally, b.-- m, Dr. Wood; 
Issue;-
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a. Arthur. 

3. Jerome,---, m.--

Loui1e Hoar. Issue:-

a. Leon Alberti. 

b. Carrie Louisa. 

c. Mabel Barber. 

4. Benjamin, b. --, --m. 
Eunice ,\Vood. IssuP. :-

a. Arabella. 

b. Orin. 

S· , Lucy A. b, ---m.-­
John Wood. 

6. Susan b,- m. ,-­

Jerome \Villard. 

5. Philemon, b. 30 June, 1785 ; m. 3d 
Nov. 1806, Ann Houghton. Issue;-

I, Jabes, b. u Feb,, 1808; 

he married ,st Lydia Stone, 

2nd her sister, Mary Stone 
had no children. 
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2. Sylvester, b, 25 March, 1809 

m.-; hsue. 

a. Anna, m.Judge Stone. 
b. Charles Abbott. 

3. Eliza Ann, b, 9 June 18n: 
m. 24 Nov., 1835, Ezekiel 

Newton oC\Vorcester. She 

died Oct. 1882. 

4. Philemon, b. Feb. 1816: m. 

Eliza Smith. Issue:-

a. Charles Henry b, in 

Harvard I Mar., 1842, 
now in Evanston, Wy, 
m, in Watertown Mass 
to Mary Ellis Dec., 

1865 and had 

i. Bertha EJlis; m. 

:z8 Apr., 1888, Geo. 

H. Capin. of Canton, 

his ancestor, Beri:­

ar<l Cnpin ofDorch-
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ester, 1630. Issue:-
J. Catherine Lois, b 14th 

March, 1889; died 18th 
Jan., 1889 at Evanston. 

2. George Phillip, born 

Dec., 1890, 

3. Rachel b. 10May '96 

ii. Clara, b. u July 1876: d 

31 June, 1878. 
iii. Mary b. - Sept. died-. 

b. Ellen K. born in "Vatertown, 21 

June 1845; 24 d. July, 1847. 
c. Gardner N ., b. in Harvard, 16 

Jan., 1849. 
S·. David H. m. Mary Ann Eaton of 

Boston, (Eaton Lin~, 1630.) J 2 

March, 1842; d. 20 May, 1688. 
Issue. 

a. Frank H. b. 1846; died 1853: 
David married 2nd, Mrs. Hannah 

Wright, 8 June, 1892, 
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6. John b. 9 June 18:n ; d. 1893. 

m. 1844 Millie Whitney of Har­
vard : Issue ;-

a. Abbie, m. Albert Thomas 
and resides in Worcester: 

John m. 2nd in 1849 or '50 Eve­
line White, a descendant from 

Peregrine White and had 
Josephine b. 1852. 
Harry White b. 25 Dec., 161 
Res.ides in Watertown : coun­

try place in Duxbury. 
7. Rozalana, b. IO May 1824! m. 

Wm. Henry Dadnum of Har­
vard; 16 March, 1861. 

8. Benj. Lyman Priest b. 13 
Aug., 1826; resides at Dux­
bury with Harry Priest : m. 

1849, Theresa Isabella Bar­
ker; children: -
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a. Etta born 1850; adopted 

by Benj. Lyman's sister 

Rozalana. 

b. Robert, b. 1852, 

c. Lyman Hartwell, born 

1855 ; d. March 1886, 

6. Jabes, b. JO Aug., 1788; m. 21 

Dec., 18f5, Sally Fairbanks and 

had twelve children, several of 

which died simultaneously. She 

died 16 Nov., 1844., Issue. 

Margaret. 

Gilman, m. in Worcester : d, 

Georae. 
Martha A., b. Oct. 4 18J6; m. 

2J Jan., 1841, Moses Hall. 

Loui!m H., b. --, 1824: died 
30 Jan., 1848. 

Seraphina :Y, b.--m. John 

Tenny of Acton, 17 June, 1851. 



DESCENDANTS OF HARRISON H. 
PRIEST. 

Harrison H, Priest, ■on of J a bes and 
• 

Sally Fairbanks Priest, was born in 
Harvard, Mass, March 8th, 1818. Was 

one of the founders of Chicago Board of 
Trade Chamber of Commerce. Was a 

great speculator and at one time very 
ric?l. He married Lydia Stevenson 
Burpee of Sterling Mass., 15 April, 
1848; he died 21 Feb. 1878. She was 
living aKed 73 in 1901. They had two 
children:-

,. George H. born June I, 1855; m. 
Nellie A. Willard of Sterling, 
Masi!!, 29 May, 1877. Issue:­

i. Helen H, b. 39July, 1880 
ii. Lydia E. b. 9 Dec. 1883. 

2 Mary F. b. 26 Oct. 1865. Never 
married. 
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7, Sylvester, seventh child of Phil­

emon Priest, b. 24 June. 1792, m. 
Dec. 1819 Rebecca Fuller. Issue. 

1, Mary, b. 3. Jan., 1820; d. 

u Sept., 1828. 

2. George, b. 12 Apr., 1825; d. 

8 Dec:, 1828. 
3. Caroline A., b. 4 Decem­

ber, 1827: d. 27 Aug., '41 

4. Mary H., b. 19 July 1829; 

'?.:·. d. 12 April, 1853; m. 3d 

March, 1851, Asa Hall: 

had a 10n 10 April, : 1853, 
who with his mother died 

two day~ after. 

5. Thurston S. [Information 

promi<1ed was not sent.] b. 

29 Oct. 1831. and died in 
1871. He married Mary 
Ann Lee, and had Walter 

T., whom. Jane Stimpson 
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of Miles Standish line, who 

had Frederick Stimpson Priest. 

Sylvester's wife Rebecca d .. 29 

Dec. 1831, ag~d 35 years, He 
m. 2d, Cynthia Eaton, daugh­

tea of Capt. Timothy and Eliza­

beth Eaton, 23 Jnn., 1833 and 

had:-
6. Charle!- Henry, b. 13 Oct. 

1838; d. 6 Oct., 1839. 

7. GeorgeEaton, b 30 Jan,. 
1842; d. ll July, 1897. 

Sylvester's wife, Cynthia Eaton 
Priest, d. 4. July, 1858, aged 60 
years. He m. 3d, Hannah Ful­
ler, 18 Sept., 1859. She d. July, 
1891, aged 90 years. Hr. d. 30 

Jan., ,879, aged 87 years. 
George Eaton Priest, b. 80 Jan., 
I842; m. 30 Sept., 1866, Mary 
Wallace Whittier, daughter of 

Joseph and Mary(Norris)Mor11e 
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Whittier, Wm. Morse and Eliza­

beth, the witch, being the head of 

her line. 
Capt. George Eaton Priest was 

a gallant soldier in the civil war ; 

Commissioned 1st Lieutenant in 
Fifty-seventh Regiment Massa-

chusett's Volunteers Participated 
in the engagements at Spotsylva­
nia, the "Wilderness, North Anna 

River, Cold Harbor, Before Pe­
tersburg, in The Trenches, Cra­

ter, Weldon Road and at Poplar 

Grove Church. Discharged 17th 
Dec., 1864. Was a· graduate (1\1. 
A.) of Harvard, 1862. H~ was a 
much respected citizen of Water­
town, thoroughly a man of busi­
iness and connected with every 
good work in the town. A bronze 
tablet in his memory has been 
placed in the Free Public Library. 
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The Children of George Eaton 
Priest were :-

J. George Wesley, b. 10 August, 
1868; was educated in Water­

town schools, Massachusett's 
Institute of Technology, and 

was a graduate from Haryard, 

1891. October, 16 1900, he 

married Mabel Ella Langford, 
(see Rindge Branch.) daughter 
cf State Representative, Hon. 

John T. Langford of Newton, 

Mass. Mr. Prie11t has spent 
much time in making research 
for Priest history and to him as 
well as his wife, the compiler 
of this book feels much indebt­
ed for valuable information. 

2. Jessie \Vhittier, b. 27 August, 
1870; died i9 Nm·., 1874. 

3. Benjamin Sidmy, b. 4 March, 
18~ 2 : was graduated from 
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Harvard, in 1891: eng11ged in 
lumber business founded by 
Sylvanus. 

4. Mabel Eaton, b. I2 Nov., '75; 
was a Radcliffe graduate '98., 

5. Winnifred Morse, h. 26 Dec , 
1883; d. 2 Oct., 1884. 

8. Jonathan, b. II Sept., 1795; m. 8 
April, 1834, Sophia Farwell; d. 
in Harvard, Mass., 4th Nov., 

1848. She died r3 Sept., 1888, 
Children;-

I Elizabeth Priest, b. 26 April, 
1836; d. in Harvard, 20 Apr. 
1839. 

2. John F. Priest, b. 19 Sept, 
1838: d. in Harvard, March 

n, 1873, aged 34 yrs., 6 mos. 

3. Edward H. b. 18July 1640; 
d. 17 Aug., 1845. 

4. Mary E., b. 17,March, 1843. 
5. Caroline S. b. 26 Mar., 1845. 
6. Henry A, b: 18 Aug., 1847; 



JACOB. [V) 

Jacob, son of John and Mary (Fair­
bank Priest, was born 15 Aug., 1757, 
and was baptized 9 April, 1758. We find 
his name as private on the muster roll of 

Col. John Whitcomb's Reg't of Minute 

men who marched on the alarm, April 

ye 19, 1775. In 1778, he was enrolled as 
private in the Second Worcester Reg't, 

which took part in the operations in 

Rhode Island, and served under Capt. 
Manasseh Sawyer. He first married l\fary 

Stone, who died 7 Nov., 1791, aged 33 
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years, 5 month-- and 19 d.1_ys. The ~pi­

taph reads : -

"Death, thou hast conquered mt:! 
I, by thy dart am slain; 

But Christ has conquered thee, 
And I shall rise again. 

January 1, 1793 he married Rhoda 
Warner. In 18ox, he was made Justice 

of the Peace in the town of Harvard. His 

wife died 12 April, 1848,aged 84 years, 

Children by wife Mary :-

1. Lydia, b. 29 Mar., 1783. 
m, 17 May, 18o8, Reu­

ben Meeds. 

2. Jacob, b. I2 June. 1785. 
m. 19 May, 1808, Sal­

ly Houghton ; had 

(a) Jacob, b. Mar, 1810, 

(b) Sarah E., b. 23 Sep,, 

.tSn; m. z3 Nay, 
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1844, Whitney Adams. 

(c) -\ndrew, b. March, 

l 1817, 
3. Oliver, b. 1 Nov., 1791., 

d. II Dec., 1791. 

Jacob m. 2nd, 1 Jan., 1793 
Rhoda Warner, and had 

4. Charles, b. I Dec. 1793 
5. Zimri, 2 Jan. 1801. 

In 1822, Zimri and his bass drum were 
enlisted into the Harvard Rifle Compa­

ny. 

· Andrew Priest, son of Jacob and Sally, 
b. 1 March, 1817, d. 18 April, 189:, age 
7 S years ; m. Sarah Ann---;· had :­

I, Eliza R., b. 2 Feb., 1848; m. Ed­
ward A. Butters, II Apr., 1869. 

2. Andrew F.' b. 8 Dec, 1850, 

3. Sarah E., b, 7 June_· 1853; d. 3d 
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4. Benj.J ., b. 20 March, 1855. 
5. Henry Ln b. 28 Dec., 1863. m. 7 

Apr., 1889, Della A. Whitcomb. 
6 Florence L., b. 28 Dec., 1863; m. 

4 )lay, 1889, Frank A. Goodrich. 

7. Emma F., b. 22 June, 1867. 
The home of Benj. J. Priest h I l'" nrd 

was a little west of the first Jo , 1 :>riest 
garrison. Nourse says : "A ., · --{ old 
building was torn down here , :, c!r the 
present house was built bv the ,.at:1er o( 

the late owner, An:ire·.v Pri'!st. Ti! sec­
ond John Priest, aiter ~'1.! leath <>f hi1 fa. 
ther in 170-l t·n 'i;, ·Ntl,! Anna H H f1tn 
to a new house built near his brother Jo­
seph's upan the inherited lands at the 
northern part of Bare Hill. After the 
death oi tla~hd, -.vi hN of the first John 
Priest, who survived her hush:ind thirty­
three years, the heirs transferred all their 
rig:1ti ia the oriJiaal Pri~3t i-I.J n~stead 
to G,tbriel Prlest anl his des-:en..lants have 
ever sin:e held title to it." 



JOHK H. PRIEST. 

John H. Priest born in Harvard. Mass .• 

June 24th. 1784; died in Marlow. N. 

H .• Aug. 16th. 1856, aged 72 years: he 

married Nabby Balcom, born in Bolton, 
Mass,, Aug. 7. 1780; died in Marlow, N. 
H., Feb., 18, 1854, aged 73 years. 

The children of John H. and Nabby 
were as follows :-

1 Sally B., b. in Alstead, N. H., Jan. 
25, 18o8; m. John Holmes: died in 

Enosburg, Vt .. 4 May 1862. Had 

three children. 

,. Micah B .• b. in Alstead, Jan. 8th, 
1810: and died in Marlboro., Mass. 
a Dec., 1888. Hae II children and 
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only three living in 1901. 

3. Silas Holman b. in Alstead, 2~ Oct. 

18u: died in Southborough, Mass., 

1847. Hac.l one son. 
4, Betty Cutter Priest b. in Alstead, 

7 Sept 1813: m. ---Farr; died 

in Nashua, N. H. May 1841. There 

was one child. 

5, Anna b. in Alstead 5 June, 1815; m 
---Leader; d. in Keene 3 Mar. 
1854. Had one son, Henry. 

6. Joseph H., b. in Alstead, II Dec., 

1817; a physician, [the only profes­

sional man in family] died in Texas 
II Aug., 1892: no children. 

7. Hervey C., b. in Alstead, 20 Dec., 
1819. d. in Marlow, N. H., 2 Dec., 

1881 : three children living 1901 ; had 
George H., Sarah, Euginia, Ellen, 

Georgetta A., Marshall and Mars­
elles, twins. 
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8, Mary W., b. in Alstead, Nov. 25, 

182 I : m, --- Rogera : died in 
Gardner, Mass. Had four child­

ren. 

9· Harriet F., b. at Alstead, 16 July, 

1825: m. --- Holden; died in 

Westminster, Worcester Co., Mai1s, 

14 April, 1888. 
10. John Q..: A. Priest, [a contractor, 

at Westboro, Mass.] b. at Alstead 

Jan. 21 1827. No children: died in 

Worcester, Mass., 6th. Dlc,, 1900, 

while on a visit. Buried from home 

in Westboro, Dec. 9. Parkman Com• 

mandery, R. A. M. attended funeral 

services in a body. Rev. Henry S. 

Mitchell, pastor of Unitarian Church 

and intimate friend of the deceased 

conducted the services. Burial in the 
Pine Grove Cemetery. He was the 

the last survivor of this sturdy New 
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England family of ten children. Of 
himself he could say as he often did 
of his brothers, '•None of them ever 
used tobacco or spiritous liquors." 

He married, 22 Sept. 1852, Sarah 
Elvira Cragin of Marlow, born in 
Rindge, 1 Oct., 1832, 



CHILDREN OF MICAH. 

Micah Priest was btJrn at Alstead, N. 
H., in 18o8, and died in Marlboro, Maes 

_ I.888. He.married Esther.A,; ·Brown of 
. Marlboro, who was born there in . .11818 ; 
died there 18so. They had eleven· drlld­
ren :-

1. Silas, unmarried: died aged 21. 

2. John Edwin: :_m.· jRne Brown of 
Westboro, Mass. 

3. Julia . .Marie, m. Dr.~Wm. 'W.eluter 
Claflin of Ashland and had two 
children. 

4. Micah Augustus ; married. 
5. George Orville; married. 
6. Mary Ellen, m. Gorham F. Smith 

of Marlboro; 110 children 
7. S. Jennie, m. S. Foster Goss of 

Marlboro and had Gussie Marie. 
8. Abbie A. 
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9. Frank Brown. 
IO. Carrie Ellsworth. 
n. Fred A. 
The last four died between 17 and 19 

yean of age. 

The sole surviving children of Major 
Zenaij Priest late of Little Fall&, N. Y ·, 
are Mrs. George Bertram, {Lucy), who 
resides with her son Frank in N. Y. City, 
and Darwin, who now resides at Waseca, 
Minn. Melville H. Priest, Assistant 
Freight Agent ofN. Y. Ceatral, R. R., is 
a son of a brother of Zena;. Priest. 



••••••••••••••••• 
PAR'I 4, 

••••••••••••••••• 



·•Those who do not look upon themselves 

as a link connecting the past with the fu-

ture do not perform their duty to the 

world. "-VANIKL WEBSTER. 



~~~ 

DESCENDANTS 
OF 

AB~L PRIEST 
AND. 

WIFE ZERVIAM. 





ABEL AND ZERVJAH WHITCOMB 
PRIEST. 

Abel Priest was the sixth child of John 
and Mary (Fairbanks) Priest. For the 
high standing of her family see ell!ewhere 
in this book. His grandfather, Gahriel, 
was iri King George's war and was early 
promott:d from private to Corporal. In 
his day, it wa1 the custom to assign seats 
at church "accordiWg to dignity," and we 

find that grandfather GaLriel was honored 
with the second (fore) seat below. Abel's 
great-grandfather was John of Woburn, 
who fought in the Narragansett war and 
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was in the memorable fight against King 

Philip, 19 Dec., 1675. This branch of 
the Priest family claim descent from the 

pilgrim, Degory Priest, who came over 

in the Mayflower, basing their claims on 

the careful researches of Gen. Kneeland, 

whose conclusions art: to be found in this 
book, see Part I, pages lxiii-lxvii, and 
which are further substantiated hy Con­
necticut reminiscence, sec page lix. ·. 

Abel was born in Harvan.1. Mass. zo 

April, fMarch J 1760. At the age of six­

teen years, like father, grand-father and 

great-grand-father, he was imhued with 

military spirit, enlisted in the Revolution­

arJ war and did good service at Bunker 

Hill, Lexington and other engagements. 

He married at Harvard, Mass., March 7, 
1785, Zerviah Whitcomb, of same· blood 

as Gen. John Whitcomb of historic fame. 
She wa1 born March I I, 1769. 
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Gen. John Whitcomh was born in Lan­

caster. Mass .• about 1720: was Colonel 

of Massachusetts troops in the campaign 

aeainst Crown Point in I 7 55 : led a reg­
iment to: Boston ; after the Battle of Lex-
ington was appointed Brigadier General 
by the Provincial Congress: wa( cho11en 
to the same command on the Continental 

establishment, June 5, 8nd was advanced 
to Major-general June u but soon retired 

owing to advanced age. Abel, and sev­

eral other of Priest name served under 

John Whitcomb. Abel and his wife had 
children in Harvard as follows:...:... 

1. Infant died :6 March 1787. 
l John, b. IO June, 178S; died in 

Weare, N. H., abm:t 1823. 

3. Abel. b. 4 April, 1792; went from 
Weare N. H. to N. Y. State. 

4. Asa, b. 16 March, 1795; mond to 
Bolton Landing, N. Y. taking pa-
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rents, Abel and Zerviah, wher.e they 

for a time resided. 

5· Arad, b, :n Feb., 1797; moved to 
N. Y. State from Weare, N. H. 

6. Jasper, b. 17 June, 1805: moved 

to the West. 

JOHN AND LYDIA. 

John, born 10 June, 1788 moved to Oil 
Mill village, town of Weare, in 180.5. He 

worked several yeandn the mills : mar­

ried Lydia George; grand-daughter of 

Deacon James Emerson : he engaged in 
the lumber bu~iness on the Merrimack 

river and died of rupture 29 Oct., 1823, 
and was taken to Emerson's cemetery on 

a bier carried by sixteen bearers. 

James, son of John and Lydia Priest. 

born in Weare N. H. 8 April. 18i3. Died 

at Derry N. I-I 28June, 1892. He was 
a hatter by trade and bought out his em­

ployer's business in 1831: was· member of 
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Goffstown Light Infantry for fourteen 

years : was for some time an officer in 
Weare Rifle Co.: was wood agent for 
the railroad at time ,,fits opening, and had 
charge of Oil Mill Station : in 1856 he 

moved to Derry where: he was station­
agent for thirty years; he ·was for eight 
years post master at Oil Mill and nine at 
Derry : he was express agent and tele­
graph operator ; at the close of the thirty 
years' service for the Manchester and 
Lawrence R. R., in 1recognition of Mr. 
Priest's faithful services, and as a token of 
respect and esteem, Hill & Co's Express 
company presented him with a valuable 
gold headed, ebony cane. The head of 
the cane was elegant tn desigr., bearing 
the following inscription. 

PREIENTBD 

TO 
HON. JAMES PRIEST, 

1856--EXPRBSS-:-1886. 
AGENT. 

HILL & CO, 
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Mr. Prieat was instrumental in estab­

lishing the post offices at both Oil Mill 

and I:'erry Depot: he was politically a 

Democrat; he wrote many political articles 

for the press and some of his suggestions 

in relation to the amendments to the State 

Constitution were adopted. ; he also wrote 

a large part of Weare 'History. In Weare 

he served at Select-man ; in Derry he was 

twice ( in I 87 4 and r 87 5 ) elected to 
the State Senate from his district: he was 

Justice of the Peace above forty years : he 

was director of Derry building association 

and one of the board of fire-wards : for a 

long time was member of :\fa~onic frater­

nity. He married, 1st, Sarah F. Rich­

ards of Goffstown., 1Jan. 1835: 2nd, Lu­

rinda, daughter ofChri11topher Simons, of 

Weare, and Nancy Locke of Deering, 4 

April. 1838; 3d, m, Irene L')cke of Deer­

ing, Aug. 3 1839. By his second wife 
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had one child, Lurinda, b. 3 Sept, 1838. 

died 7 Nov. 1896·; m.- -, John K. 
\Vilson of Manchester. By second wilt'., 

he had five children ;-
I Lydia Ann, b. 10 Oct., 1840. 

2 Addie S., b. 2 Oct., 1842; m. J. 
Milton Young of Haverhill. Mas,, 

Mar. 6th. 1873. 

3. Lucy Jane, b. 2 Sept., ~844: m. 22 

Sept .. 1870, Nathaniel B. Couch, 
ofChester, N. H. Children:-

i. John s.·b. Jan. 28, 1872: 

Captain of fire comp,my 
at Worcester, Mass, 

ii. Albert P. b, 8 Oct., 1873 

iii. James F. b. July, 20, 1882 

4. George F. Priest, born 28 Novem• 

1846; m. Oct .. t. 1874, Mary Eliz­

abeth Wyllie; died 24 May, 1897, 
Children:-

i. James Henry, b. 28 Jan., 
1883. 
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ii. Geo. W.,·b. 6 Dec.; 1884. 

On Oct 5, 1898 Geo. F. Priest mar­

ried Dora P. Whittier of Raymond, N. H. 
George F. Priest was hut a boy when 

his parents removed from· Weareto Derry 

where he was reated and educated. As 

soon as old enough, he began Railroad­
ing, and on his father's resignation'a'.s sta­
tion agent at Derry, lie was appointed and 

served under the M:mchester· & Law­

rence and Boston & Maine systems until 

1888, when he gave lip his position in the 
err.ploy of the railwa~ company and start­

ed in the coal business to which he gave · 

careful attention, winning the confidence 

of the public and met with eminent suc­

cest, in building UJJ ab extensive and 

profitable trade. He is a Democrat in 

politics, .. nd for two years served · faith­

ful1y thetown of Derry as Select man and 

in 1893 and 1894 was electe:i to repre-
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■ent the town in the State Legis!ature. He 

is active and prominent in the social cir­
cles and belongs to the Masonic and Odd 

Fellow Orders of Derry, and of the Eas­
tern Star. 

5. John H., born Feb. 1.5, 11-151; died 

July 17, 1878; he early learned ofhis fa­

ther, in the railway station the art of tele­
graphing and all of the details of the ex­

press and freight business. Beginning in 
1871. he was e:nployed for five succesive 
season• by the Mount Washington, R. R 

in capacity of conductor, station agent 

and Assistant Manager : in the winter of 

1875-6, he was cashier of the Hamilton 

Hotel on one of the Bermuda Islands. 
Mr. Priest was a member of St. Mark's 

Lodge of Masons, in Derry and of the 

Chapter in Lisbon. He diecJ suddenly on 

July 17, 1878, and was buried with Ma­
sonic honors. He was dignified in bearing 
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kind and genial, liberal in 1entiment and 

to do good was his religion. 

DESCENDANTS OP' ASA AND M4RTH.A. 

Asa Priest, born March 16, 1795, was 
fourth child of Abel and Zerviah ( Whit­
comb) Priest. Resided in Harvard, Mass. 
:until 1818, when he went to Weare, N. 

H. From Weare, with other members of 
the family, he went to Bolton's Landing, 
in N. Y. State, where he remined for a 
short time. He was a man of command­
ing presence, and was imbued with the 
military spirit of his ancestors : viz., his 
father in thelRevolution ; his grandfather 
and great-grandfather being in the French 
and Indian war, and his great-great 
grand father, who went to battle against 
King Philip. Too young to enter_1the 
war of 1812, there was no chance-to dis­
play deeds of valour until the time of the 
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Canadian Rebellion in 1837-8. The ter­
rible scenes incident to this insurrection 

have been vividly depicted by an eye-wit-

ness. [See "Canada in 1837-8, by E. 

A. Theller, Brigadier-general in the Ca­

nadian Republic service."] While these 
exciting scenes were being enacted in 

Canada, the population of the frontie1 
states of the United States were not silent 

and listless spectators. Every day the pa­
pers teemed with the intelligence, and 

prayers ot a people, descendants of those 
who, in the revolution of 1776, had like 
them struggled and suffered. Meetings 
were called, and resolutions were offered 
couched in manly language,.dignity and 
force, expressive of ~heir sympathy and 

their hopes for succes-s of another "Am­
erican experiment" of self-government. 
To the frontier towns of the western New 
York, toward which Asa Priest had now 
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drifted, is to be conceded the palm in the 

early encouragement of the Canadians. 
In Middleburg, Burlington, in St. Al­

bans, Buffalo, Albany, Auburn, Troy. 

Rochester, and many other New York 

· towns meetings were held in favor of the 

patriot cause. Volunteer companies were 

organized, and among the first to enroll 
was Asa Priest and he was soon under the 
command of Rensellaer .Van Rensllaer 
of Albany, the military commander that 

had . been appointed by the provincial 

government. The place of rendezvous was 

Navy Island just above the cataract of 
Niagara falls. Asa Priest was a witness 

to the brutal distruction of the steamer 1 

••Caroline," which was running ·between 

this island and the mainland. Twenty­

three persons besides ten of the crew, one 
night were sleeping on _board, ·with the 
\.merican flag flying a½ove. _them when 
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I , ., 
fif1y mt n of the :British force. began an 

indiscriminrtt flaul?·hter on it~ undrefi-:ed, 

unprepared and unarmed occupants and 

er ew. Slx were killeC: and others "ere 
"oundcd. Tht ill fated ,·essel, with the 

bodies of dead wounded anc' unharmed, 

was towed into the strett.m hy the ene­

my, and set on fire. The blaze of the bur­

ning timbers apprized the occupants of 

Navy Island of the deed; the thrilling cry 

of the living souls on board. with the wails 

of the dying, as the burning vessel gli­

ded down the restless rapids, with the 
thunder of the tremer.dous cataract, more 

awfully distinct in tre still midnight hour, 

horrified the mind of every spectator, as 
they watched their fellow-beings hopeless­

beL re their eyes, by the double hor­
rors of a fate inevitable, that no effort of 

theirs could avert. They watched with 

agonized attention the flaming mass, until 
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it was hurried over the falls, to be crushed 

in the everlasting darkness of the unfath­
omed tomb ofthe waters below. 

Soon after this while diplomatic corres­
pondence was in progress between the 

United States and Great Britian concern­

ing the action of United States citizens in 
aiding the insurrectionists, an appeal was 

made to loyal citizens to remain at home. 

Many, who had been at the rendezvous 

with Rensellaer Van Rensellaer returned 

to their homes and Asa Priest, who, by 

the way, was a Universalist minister and 

school teacher, returned to his family in 

Auburn. But the appeals for neutrality 
were soon dro\, ned by the clamors of 

the so ca1led patriots. At Auburn a se­

cret lodge had been formed consisting of 

upwards of seven hundred persons in fa­

vor of freeing Canada, of which Asa 

Priest was one. Oct. 1838,_nine months 
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after the destruction of the ucaroline" the 

militant members ot the Auburn lodge, to 
the number of 41 or 42 men made ready 

to leave home, work and families to in 
vade a friendly country. To this compa­
ny Asa Priest Dttached himself. He left 

an interesting family of six. He had mar­
ried a well-to-do widow with two small 

boys : the fruit of this second union had 

been two sons and a daughter. The Au­
burn contingent went to Syracuse on No­

vember 1st. 1838, by the horse-cars that 

ante-dated steam propulsion. From Syr­

acuse they went to Oswego, where they 
lingtred four or five days; thence went 
to Cape Vincent, the water trip being 

made in the two schooners, the Big and 

and Little Vincent. They tarried at Cape 

Vincent about five d .. ys until arrival of 
the United States, which was the largest 
lake steamer plying the American wa­
ters. · It had been seized by force by the 
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filibusters at Rochester or some where 

along the line. According to the report 

of a writer to the British Consul in New 

York, tire capture was effected as follow~. 

"Previous to the sailing of the ••United 

States". for a few days upwards of a hun­

dred fine fellows, strangers, who seemed 

to have no occupation, but who behaved 

with great propriety had been in the vi­

cinity; their appearance respectable, and 

. some of them e,·idently gentlemen. These, 

says the consul's correspondent, took 
passage in her, and J 50 more of the same 
class of people. The latter appeared as 

the United States gave notice of sailing 

like Rhoderick rhu's men, at the sound 

of the whistle, in tht glens. 

The two schooners [before spoken of] 

were next seen by the United States, ly­
ing in the river St Lawrence; where 

Capt. Van Cleve, of the boat, was appli­

ed to by a p~ssenger of _respectable ap_ 
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pearance, to take them in tow; saying, 

they were loaded with merchandise for 

Ogdensburg, which he was d<:!sirous of 

geting into port next morning. This re­

quest was assented to, and one ot them 

lashed to each side of the steamboat. The 

boxes and barrels on their decks, with just 

men enough in sight to navigate them, 
exhibitini no evidence of their being any 

other than that represented by the pas­
. senger making the contract. However 

the captain oJ the boat was soon undeceiv-
ed, by the armed men climbing from the 

schooner, on to his boat, to the number 
gf some two hundred. When in the vicin­

ity of Morriston the "patriots" made a 
transfer of over a hundred paasenger11 
from the steamboat, unfastened their ves­
sels and were next morning at anchor in 

the river near Prescott, filled with armed 

men, numbering 770." 
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On Sunday the officers of the Canadian 

militia, who were iu the plot came '>Ver to 
the American side and consulted with 

Gen. Burdge, who headed the filibuster 

movement and was among those on board 

the United States. The Canadians agreed 

if the Americans came across in large 

numbers next day ,(2200 was the invading 

force agreed upon and promised,) to join 

in the assault upon the red-coats. 
Gen. Burdge early Monday morning 

ordered the brave Polish colonel, Von 
Schoultz, who was in command of the 

men on the schooners to cross and make 
landing at The Windmill, now the light­

house opposite 0gdensburg. This was 
done, but Burdge either was, or feigned 

sickness on board ship leaving his men 
without a leader. On Tuesday the main 
battle of 6 c-2 hours was fought 18o Am­

P.ncans agamst 1400 redcoats and Cana-
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dian militia. The former occupied ti: e 

windmill and the cover of such small 

houses as were there. The invaders lost 

7 killed and 14 wounded and held their 

fort: the invaded lost 200 or 300 in killed 
and wounded, and retreated to the hill. 

Says an eye witness to the fighting of the 

i;atriots : "A li~e of fire blazed along the 
summit of the hill, in the rear of the wind 
mill, for about eighty or hundred rods, 

and the crack of the rifle and the musket 
made one continuous roar. The scene 

was one of most intense excitement and 
solicitude; men, full of high hopes and 
ardent expectations, were falling, fighting 
for freedom." On Wednesday the resis­

ting force increased st~adily until by Fri­

day noon 4,000 or 5,000 confronted the 

little band ohisitors, whose retreat was 
cut off; a flag of truce prevailed. Surren­
der· was made on Friday evening and 
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the Yankees, including Asa Priest, were 

marched into Fort Henry, Kingston. 

SajS Theller: "The prisoners were 

tied in pairs, driven through the illumina­

ted streets. amidst the hurrahs , jeers, and 

pelting of the mob populace." 

Some were confined thE're five months 

before trial. During their confinement, 

they learn;:!d thattheCanadian militia had 

not dared join such a startlingly meagre 

invading force, had been compelled ,.to 

join the assault by the rerl coat regulars 

but had steadily fired high over the 

Americans as the slight loss verified. 
E. Price Senter, now ( 19:,1) of Au­

burn, N. Y. and Asa Priest, 81ept each 

rol!ed in his blanket on a straw tick from 

Kingston jail, all winter. M,:._ Senter re­

members his fellow prisoner as a cultur­

ed, reticent, ur.de:nonstrative man, quiet, 
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se If-centered and v. ell poh:ed. He indul­

ged in no idle regrets or vain grief. He 
was deerful and courteouf:, but sought 

no intima cit's." Speaking of the prisoners 

in general Theller says :-"Lawyers, 

notaries, priests, seigneurs. and other 

wealthy landed proprietors, as well as the 

mechanic and farmer, filled the list: they 
were all men of intelligence, wealth and 

respectability." -

Late in March or early in April 1839 a 

military court of twelve regular British 
officers was held at Fort Henry, Before 

this stern tribunal the prisoners were led 

in squads of 12. Asa Priest pleaded not 

guilty to the charges as formulated and 

read; but was found guilty and sentenced 
to exile in Van Dieman's Land for life. 

Some were shot or hung ; some were giv­
en shorter terms of exile. The banished 

suffered great hardships on the way to 
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Montreal, where so:ne were thrown into 

a cold dungeon, while their clothing was 

still ice covered: they nearly perished of 

cold ; they were not allowed to leave the 

dungeon even at nature's call and the filth 
made life wretched ; the little food they 

had was thrown in as if to dogs. [Theller. 

From Montreal Asa Priest was taken 

to Liv~rpoo:. In the latter city a review 

of the trial wa& had and its retults appro­

ved and confirmed. He died before he 

reached the land to which he w&s banish­

ed and his body was dropped into the 
ocean. 

His wife back in Auburn, distraught by 
the terrible fate, which so speedily over­

took his lofty venture into country-con­

quering, soon lost ~he competence which 

should have echoofod and embarked her 

young children and they were forced into 

premature endeavors to preserve a home 
for her. 



ABEL AND ZERVIAH, 23 

Asa Priest married on Jan. 19, 1824, 
Martha Tuttle. b. I Aug., 1796. They 
had three children, viz; Martha Elizabeth, 

Asa, andJohn Whitcomb. 

MARTHA AND REUBEN, 

1. Martha Elizabeth, b. 21 Feb. 1825. 
d. 23 Aug., 1896; m. 10 Aug., 1848 
Reuben Parish, the ceremony being 
performed by Rev. Henry W. Par­

ker, who to this day felicitates the 
occasion of uniting a Parish with a 

Priest. Children :-

1. Mary A., b. 6 Aug., 1850: d. 

31 July, 1871. 
ii. John L .• b. 5. Apr., 1858; m. 

8 Sept., 1872, Deborah E. 
Washburn, and had-

(a) Ernest J., born 8 July, 
1874~. 

(b' Reuben A., born Dec., 

6, 1876. 

John L. Parish was of firm of 
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Parish, Gibbs, & Co. His son, 

E. J. Parish is a member of ·the 

firm, which is located at New 

London, Ohio. 

ASA, SON OP' ASA, 

2. Asa, born 20 June. 1827, married 

nJuly 1847 Mary Ann Webster,. of 
Auburn, N. Y, The ceremony was 
performed by Rev, ·c. P. Bragdon. 

She proudly traced her lineage to 
th'e branch from which Daniel Web­
ster sprang. Her father, Milo Web­

ster, of Saratoga, originally, but a 

pioneer settler ot Hardenburg's Cor­

ners, ( now Auburn), was a drum­

major in _the war of 1812-14 : his wife 

was an Adams of New England. 
She was mother of five boys, all of 
whom were in the civil war; and of 

five daughters of which Mary was 
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the last survivor. Asa and Mary 

desiring a change went to Eagle's 

Nest, Kanawha Valley, near to 

Chareston, Va. from Auburn, N. Y. 

in 1855: and returned in 1860 just 

prior to the war. It was for his too 

plainly spoken Union sentiments, 

and for raising the stars and stripes 

on a Fourth of July, that it was plain­

ly intimated to him, by some friend­

ly slaveholding planter neighbors, 

that he would soon feel more at home 

back in the North from whence he 
came. It was daily made more ap­

parent that they spoke truly and his 

return to Auburn antedated the Sum­

ter episode but a few months. 

Just after the outbreak ot the Rebel­

lion in 1861, Asa Priest removed to 
Ithaca from Auburn and engaged in 

business. Unable to withstand longer 



..r.O ABEL AND ZBRVIAH 

the call of hi■ country or restrain his own 
desires, he joined with Capt. David A. 

Signor, Oct 1863, in recruiting a com­
pany of cavalry for the 2rst Regt., N. Y. 

Volunteers, in which he was to be a lieu­
tenant. The high bounties offered at this 
time made the work of recruiting a rapid 
one, and yielding to the pressing desires 
of his friends, he withdrew from Sigrn:,r's 
cavalry company and Dec. 2nd 1863, 

began enlisting men for the Fifth Foster 

( Heavy) Artillery, N. Y. Vols, Col. J. J. 
Morrison commanding. This was the reg­
iment which had been raised in N. Y. 
ci~y, but by the fate of war had its ranks 
decimated severely. Hence Lieut, Col. 

J. H. Ammer was made Government re­
cruiting officer at Auburn for the purrose 

of swelling its numbers. It was by the de­
sire of authority and order of the latter 
office that the raising of the ill-fated com-
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, pany was raised at Ithaca. As fast 

men were enlisted they were sent to 

Owego for examination and thence to the 

rendezvous at Elmira for muster and from 

there in squads to Yorktown, Pa. to join 

their regiment. Having obtained his com­

plement of men Capt. Priest received a 

certificate of the fact from Maj. A. S. Di­
ven of Elmira, . Supt. of the Volunteer 

Recruitmg Service and went to Albany, 
and upon flxamination of his papers by 
Governor Seymour, ;he counselled the 

immediate issuance of an order for the 

muster of officers with Asa Priest n c; C:ip­

tain. When Capt. Priest reached the 

front, he found that his men were being 

drawn into other regiments. He made en­

deavor to gather his scattered men in­

to the 1uth Regt. Infantry. The au­
tocrat, Gen. Butler learning his intent to 
withdraw from his division resented it and 
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made overtures toward incarcerating him 

on some trivial charge. Capt, Priest lear­
ning his intent, escaped, in uniform, and 

without pass went to Washington, u n­

detected on board a boat conveying Con­
federate prisoners, He laid his case before 

the high authorites being supported by 

influential civilians and officers of high 

rank, but Gen Butler was more powerful 

than they all. Capt. Priest found his 
purp:>se defeate:l, but was honored with 

passes to the front where his men were as 

the scattered leaves; some singly, others 
were fortunately in groups. He found 
them in hospitals at W orceiter, Va., and 

in cook houses at Harper's Ferry. All 

hope of reorganization was at an end. 

In 1868, C,,pt. Priest removed from 
Ithaca to·Aubumwhere he died in 1887. 

Children. -



GEORGE EUGENE PRIEST 
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i. George E., b. June :15, 1848. 

ii. Julia Eveline b. July 29, 1850, 
died-

iii. Mary Virginia, b. Sept. 30 , 
1852. Died in State of Vir­
ginia, Sept, J, 1854. 

iv. William Edgar, b. Dec. 4, 

1866 : died Dec. 10, 1869, 

George E. Priest, Chairman of the 
Board of Tax Commissioners of the State 
of Kew York, was born in Auburn, 
New York, June 25th, 1848. He was 
the 7th generation from John of Woburn, 
[1] who fought in the King Philip war, 
married Rachael Garfield and had Ga­
briel [ 2 J who was a Corporal in the King 
George .war, who had John [3] born 
1717, married Mary Fairbanks, whose fa­
ther waa the fint chosen in his town to 
be a Representative to the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts. Their 
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sixth child was Abel [4], botn March 20, 

1760, who entered the Revolutionary'· war 

at the age of 16, ar:d married Zerviah 

Whitcomb in line of Gen.John Whitcomb 

of historic fame. They had Asa, [SJ 
born March 16, 1795, who joined with 
the ''patriots" of !he Canadian Rebellion. 

By wife Martha Tuttle had Asa [6], born 

20 June, 1827, who was Captain in Civil 
war; m. Mary A. Webster, who had five 
brothers in Civil war. Daniel Webster 

lineage, and New England Adams family. 

They had George E. Priest as related be­

fore. He married 22 Oct, 1865, Amelia 
Eliza Burritt, daughter of Joseph and Lu­
cinda Burritt; b. 24 of Jan., _1848, being 

11eventh generation from William of Gla­

morganshire, Wales,. 

Children:-

(a) Louise V,, b. in Ithaca, 

N. Y., I Sept., 1867: m. 
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22 March, 1887 E. E. 
Ingalls, of Ithaca; and 
resided both in Syracuse 
and Ithaca ; he employed 
in the office of the Ithaca 
Journal. 

(b.) Jessie E. [artist i also 
writer of Society Notes 
for Ithaca Journal. j born 
at Ithaca, 2 Jan., 1870: 
m. 8 April, 1890, Wil­
liam T. Armstrong of 

Mont Vernon, N. Y. he 
was on editorial staff of 
Ithaca Daily Journal. 
Correspondent of N. Y. 
Sun, and other Metro­
politan papers. 

( c) Maud Winifred, born at 

Ithaca, 1 Sept., 1877 
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George E. Priest was educated in the 
schools ofAuburn and Ithaca. In the lat­
ter city he energcticly pursued the 1tudy 
01 law until his public life really began by 
the acceptance of a Custom House posi­
tion in the city o(New York.; for nearly 
ahalf decade he acceptably filled that 
po1ition. A keen ob11erver of affair• and 
a fluent writer it was but natural that he 
should drift toward journalism. The Itha­
ca Journal, the leading paper in Tompkins. 
County, N. Y., gav.e the opportunity. 
Later when the Ithaca Journal Associa­
tion was formed, Mr, Priest became an 
officer.andstockholder, Thiswasin 1877. 
In .course 9f time Mr. Priest and C. M. 
Benjamin became the sole owners of the 

Journal, Mr. Priest becoming editor-in­
chief, Mr. Benjamin business manager, 
Mr. Priest being an uncompromising Re­

publican in politics, did valiant work for 
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party through the columns of his paper 
the influence ofhis facile pen extending 

far beyond the limits of Tompkins County. 

Recognizing the value of Mr Priest's 

labors for his party, with the w .. rmest en­

dorsement of his constituents, Governor 
Roosevelt appointed Mr. Priest a:s one 
of the Tax Commissioners of the State 

of New York. His co-laborers in office 

recognizing his executive abLity made 
him Chairman of the Board. Mr. Priest 

is prnminent in Masouic circles as are 

many others of his name. 

JOHN WHITCOMB PRIEST, 

3. John Whitcomb Priest was born in 
Caldwell, N. Y., 29 May, 1831. He 
married at the Lake House, in Flem­

ming, Cayuga County, N. Y., on 25 

July, 1852. Maryjane Smith, who 

was born at Auburn, N. Y., Ma1ch 

28, 1835, daughter of Parson Bar-
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tholomew Smith, and Phoebe Bald­
win, who came from Ne,,· Jersey to 

Cayuga County prior to 1818, 

i. Mary Adelaide, b. in Auburn, 

N. Y., 3 Feb., 1854; was grad­
uated from Auburn High School 

in 1875; was teac!:ier in this 

country for two yean ; and was 

then accepted as a Missionary 
by the \Voman's Foreign Mis­

sionary Society of the Methodist 

Church to open their work at 
Hakodate, North Japan; sailed 

from San Francisco in Septem­

ber, 1878. On account of com­

plete prostration of nervous sys­

tem induced by climatic condi­

tions and overwork, she was 

obliged to return to this country 
in 1880. Since returning she 

has held the position of District 
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Secretary, under the New York 

Branch of the Woman's }, oreign 

Missionary Society. 

ii. Martha Jane, born in Bath, N. 
Y., 12 Fel,., 1857: m. 13Jan'y, 

1880, in Auburn, Frank E. Van 

Duyne. Child :-

Fred H., b. --1886. 
iii. John Edgar Prie::1t, b. in Bath, 

29 May, 1860: m. in Canan­

daigua Cornelia Maggs, March 

20, 1888. Children:-

Hannah, Maggs, b. 22 July, 

1893. 
Helen Marion, b. Oct. 2♦, 

1896. 

iv. Emma Olive, b. at Bath, June 

10, 1863; m. in Auburn, Aug. 

10, 1880. Edward Thomas and 
resides ia Canandaigua, N. Y. 

Children:-
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(a) lTlorence Adele, b. May 
5, 1881. 

(b) Lillian Orena, b. Mar 24 
1885. 

(c) Claude William, b. Mar. 
23, 1887. 

(d) Frank Milville, b. July 3, 

1889. 

(e) Edward Leigh b. Apr., 
22, 1892. 

(f) Willis Whitcomb, 30July 

1894. ' 
(g) Phoebe Pearl. b. Mar. 
1898. 

Family reside in Canandaigua. 
v. Anna Adele, b. at Bath, March 

17, 1867: m. in Canandaigua. 

16 Oct., 1s90, Jewett Canfield: 
Reside in Canandaigua. Child. 

Ardus Vilroy, b, Feb., 1892 



ADJ::L A:!lm ZRRVU H 31 

· vi Asa Beaumont, born in Auburn 
16 Oct., 1S70; m. II Oct.,1898, 
Helen Inscho Pier, daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. Elm;na Pier of 

Corning, N. Y. He wa1 educa­
ted at Com ell University, and 
graduated from the Law School 

in 1895.. Asa B. Priest when 
in college was one of the faste11t 
pitchers C()m~ll ever had. He 
was a source.of grief to Prince­
ton, Pennsylvania and other big 
universities· on many a haseral 
field. Mr. Priest is now a 
prosperous lawyer in Canandai­
gua, N. Y. 





DESCENDANTS 

OF 

GAB RIEL PRIEST, 
(Born 1720) 

AND 

WIFE SARAH. 





I.JOHN, ofWoburn. 
II. GABRIEL, born 1690. 

III. GABRIEL. born, 17 June, 1720: d. 
20 March, 1781; hurried in North­

field. Mass. m. Sarah--; born 

20 June, 1727; died 14 Sept., 1805. 

Issue:-

I. Sarah, b. 25 March, 1751; d. Dec., 

31, 1756. 
2. Jonathan. b. 7 Ju!y, 1754; d. Oct., 

19, 1777. 
3. Olive_ h. 8 May, 1755; d. 7. Jan. 

1757· 
4. Gabriel. b. 24 Jan., 1757; d. Jan .• 

5. 1762. 
5. Holman. b·. 3 Oct., 1758: m. Apr., 

20, I7iJ, Prudence Sawyer. 
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6. Sarah, b. I 2 April. 1761 ; m. Sam­

uel 13arnum, 15 NQv., 1798·. 

Olive::, b., 6 Sept., 1764; m.Jan., I 

1788, Thomali Sa¥,yer. 

Calvin, b. 9. Apr., 1771 : m. Oct., 

6., 1798, Susanna Weston. 

Luther, b. 27 Sept, 1772; d. Jan. 
' I 

12, 1829; m. Asenath Bruce. 

Silas, b. 6 Aug .. 1774; m. Persis 

Barnes, 27 May. 1802: Children: 

Rufus, b, 1803: m. Lydia Brig­

ham; d. in Sterling: they had 
Silas, Ira. Angeline, Lewis and 
Mary : all died early except An­
geline; she m. Silas Boynton ; 

Ira. b. :n Sept., 18o6, d. Oct., 

Io. 1807, Silas, Sr. cl., 1807: 

His widow m. Peletiah Jones of 

Berlin. 
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Calvin Priest born 9 April, 1771, soi 

ofGabriel and Sarah, died Dec. Q., 1855 

aged84 years. He'married 6 Oct. 1798 
Su~anna Weston of Athol, Mass .• hon 

13 Sept., 1792 ; died 22 Oct .• 1852, agec 
So years. Their children were :-

x. Josiah ,Villard Priest, born 25 Ma; 

1802; d. 4July. 186o, aged 58 years 

m. Elizab~th Sweetzer. of Wendell 

Ma~s. who died 21 Oct .. 1845. age1 
3Q years: tht-y reicided at Belcher 

town . .!\lass. Children: -

i. Josiah Rsndolph. b. 28 April 

1829; d. 28 Se~t., 1853. age, 

24 yt!ars. 
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ii. Henry Cah-in, born 25 No,·., 

1830; m. 21 Feb .. 1855. L. Im­

ogene Brvwn. They live in Al: 
ton, Ill. 

iii. Nathan Sweetser. b. 27 Aug., 

1836; d. 2 Oct., 1859. Age 24. 

1v. Placenta English, b. 15 Sept .. 

1839; d. 28 March. 1890. age 
50 years; m. Ira Crawford, 5 
Nov., 1860, b. 28 Nov.,.1830. 

Children:-

\ a) Issac Franklin Crawford b. 

1 Nov., '6x. Rushford, N.Y 

(b) James Seth b. 16 May, 1863 

Freedom, New York. 

(c) Alice Jane b. 2 1 Oct.. 1865. 
(d) John Welsh, 2. April. 1868. 

m. IO Oct. 1895, Rosalit:! 
Ball of San Luis, Colorado. 
Isssue, William, b. 12 Aug. 

1896. 
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(e)William·.N.atllan.b. 5th Jan. 

·. 1871, atFreedo~. 

(f) .Samuel .Bowden, b. 9 Mar. 
:1874, at Laverne, Minn. 

(g) James Renwick, b. 29 Mar 
1877. 

( h) Mary Laura b. 11 August 

.1879, Beaver Creek, Minn 

(i) Ira b.:8 Sept,. 1881. 

_(j) Philip Melanchthon, J Dec. 
1S82. 

v. Willard Erving b. 23 Sept, 1842. 

vi. William Avery, .b. 18 Sept .• 1844 

m. 28 Nov .. , 1882, Nancy S 
Holden, ofNorthfield, Mass. 

2. Calvin b. 13 Nov., 1804; d. 1879 

aged 75 years: m. 27 Dec., 1825 
Clymenia A. Gould, b. in Bar· 

nardston, Mass. d. 28 Nov., 1874 

aged 71 years ; resided in Ervini 
Mass ; Children :-

i. William Weston, b. 19 Oct., 



1826: unmarried. 

ii. Delia Ann b. 20Aug., 1828: 

111. Albert D. Stearns of 

Northfield, Mass. 
iii. Newton Emerson h. 8March, 

1830; m. 6. Nov .. t854, Mary 

M. Houghton of Putney, Vt. 
Reaided in Melrose, Florida; 

Th~r children died fo infancy. 

iv. Sarah Min~rva, b. 23 April, 

1834; m. 1 1858, Albert D. 

Stearns, who by her sister, 

Delia Ann, he had Delia 

Minerva, b. 7 Mar., 1854; 
d. 7 Aug., 1889: he died 

.24 Dec. 1898 : she then 
m. Samuel H. Sa~tyer of 
Sterling, Mass. By wife 

Sarah Minerva·, Albert D. 
had.Mary Priest Stearns• b. 

15 Sep., 1859: d. 12 June, 
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1892, aged 33 yrs: m. Gi 
maliel W. Beaman, :u Oct. 
1885. resided in Boston.­

Theythad (a) MadeJineBt! 
Beaman, b. 16 July, 1866 
(b) Helen Louise, b. Aug 

25, 1890; d. Oct .• 1890. 

Gtor1 e: Alb~rt Stt-aras, b 
II July; 186:z, It. Lizzii 

Field, of Winchester, N. H 
in;1864:_:d. 1 July, 1898 
aged 34sears. TheirchiJd, 
ren were Pearr_Minerva. b. 

1886; Effie Delia, b. 1889. 
3. Avery b. 25 May, 18o9; d. 9 Feb. 

1866,"agedL56 years; m.,3d. Oct., 
18.,9; Elvira Field of Northfield, 
Mass., b. 28 Dec., 18o8 :-d. 25 

Oct., 1889, aged 81 ~years. Lived 
in Erving, Mass. 
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Holman, b, 3 Oct,:·1756, married Pru­

e dence Sawyer .and resided in Berlin. 

1. Prudence, b .. 12 .Oct .• 1785: died. 7 

.April, ~8.54;,.married John Bruce, of 

. Berlin, lfh'> was :born 15 May, 1781 

and died 29 April, 1865; their child­
ren were all born: in Berlin. From 

there the-!adlily.moved to West Boyl­

ston, Ma11s. ln.1826. where they died. 
He \\'as.1ownModer.a·torin 1847, and 

Selectman in 1814,-'16,-'20,-• .. 22-

'24, 1tlso :...O•nd '41. 
Children:-

i. .Eusebia Bruce.~ ;2} Jlec., I 806; 

J\1arricd:in':Berlin~Mass .• Wm. 

Jones •. b. in Waterfor.d. Me., 29 

Sept •. 179g: d. 4 Jan .• •1849, in 

Berlin :.ahe diedat:her .daughttr 
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Eliza's in Clinton, Mass. He 
was Represtative to the General 
Court of the State of Mass., in 

-1840,-'41-'42. Children:-
(a) GeorgeW.Jones b._. Aug., 

1827; died young. 
(b) Wallace W. b. 26 June, '29: 

m. 7 July, 1857, Julia A. 
Noyes, b. in Templeton Me., 
8 Feb., 1836; he was Sergeant 
in.Civil war, 13th Regt. Me 

Vols. Children ;-

William Edward Jont!s of 
Conway, N. H. (b,23 Mar. 
186o, at Wilton, Me. m. 20 

June, 1880,_ Isadora Lovell 
b. 12 Feb.,:' 1862 in Wald­

rich, Me. Children :- -
Percy E., b. 18 Feb., 1882 
at Wilton, Me. 
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Leroy L. b. 29 May, 1885 
· at Conway,-N, H. 

(c) Eliza M., b. 12 Dec., 1832; 
m. I May, 1855, William Ira 
Babcock, b, 21 July 1829, at 
Berlin : resided there several 
years and snoved to Clinton, 
Mass: at Worcester, 1900. 

Children b. at Berlin:-
i. Herbert Ira Babcock. b. 

29 July, 1859; d. Sept., 
13,1864. 

ii. Frank Everett, b. J J May, 
1861: m. 10 Sept., 1884. 
Abbie E. Wright at Clin­
ton, Mass. Children:-

Chester Ira, b. 20 May, 

1887. 
Willie Herbert, b. 12 

Nov., 18~. 



HOLMAN AND PRUDENCE, I I 

Arthur French, b. May 

II, 1893. 
Olive En2lish, b. Sep. 

6, 189.5. 
Eaeter Mercy, b, Apr. 

6, 1897. 
John Titus. b. Aug., 7 
1899, 

iii. Lester Herbert, b, 1 

Nov., 1865: m. 8 Feb .• 
1888, in Clinton,Mary F. 
Shepley, b. 16 Aug., '67 
d. 4 June. 1900. Issue.­

Harold Lester, b. uth 

Feb., 1889. 
Alice Marion, b. Mar .. 
Z2, 1891. 

Gladys, b. 9July, 1894 
Ruth Evelyn b. June 
26, 1896. 
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Eunice Alma, b. Mar., 

23,1900 

(d) Silas Everett Jones, b. Nov. 

18, 1836; m. 2 Jan., 1869, 
Sarah L. Sawyer, uf Berlia 
b. 6 April, 1843; settled in 

-Westboro. Children :-
i. G1ace E., 4 Mar. 1870 
ii .. Willie E., b. 27 Aug. 

1872. 
iii. George I. b. 21 Sept. 

1875. 
iv •. Alice L., b. 23, Jan., 

.1879 . 
. (e) Prudence .Ella Jones, b. 6 

Nov., 1842: d. 18 May '98; 
rn. 4-Nov., 1862, James G . 
. Smith of Berlin. Settled af­
ter marriage at Nelson N. 

, H., where their child Liz-
zie E. was b. 10 May 1864. 
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They moved to Lawrence, 

¥:here Lizzie married March 
20, 1892, Edwin Lock, b. in 

Lancaster, JO Aug., 1857 . • u. Persis Bruce b. 11 Oct., 1808: d. 18 

Feb. 1873; m. James Wilson, b. 4th 

Sept., 1807, Children b. in North­

Mass.-

i. Olive M., b. 12 Mar., 18 4; d. 

1874; m. Aurelius Brigham of 
West B,,y]ston, Mass. They 

removed to Sterling, "''here both 
ditd. Children :-

(a) Edith ; died young. 

(h) Edwin. 

(c):Albert. 

1_d) William. 
( e) Hattie.-

Harriet, b. 26 Jan., 1836; 
d. 6. Oct., 1836, 

Harriet, b. 10 Feb. 1838 ; 
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m. 1876, Edward Scollay ; 
No childraii. 
L•cretia, b.-; d.-aged, 

14 yeara. 
Watson W., b, 1842; enli1-
ted in Co. I. 36 Regt. Mass. 
Vols. 27 August, 1862: d. 

in Washiniton, Aug. 14, 

1864, of wounds received at 

Petersburg, June 18th. 

James ~lirrick, b. 1 Apr., '44, 

m. I I June, 1872. Harriet 
Holbrook of Upton, Mass, b 

5 Aug., 1843. Had one child, 

Mary Eliza, b. 11 June, '79: 

He was in 34 Mas<;. Vols., 

and served three ye:lrs. 

iii. Olive M. Bruce, b. 4 April, 1810 ;m. 
: ... -Farnsworth and died sooa after. 
iv. Silas Priest Bruce, b. 3 Dec., 18n: 

d. 14 June, 1P9o: m. Persis L. Fair-
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banks, b 30June, 1817: d. 7 May, 

1879. Residtd in We,;t Boylston, 
Mass. Children :-

George Manley, b. 20 Sept,. 1844 

d. 20 Feb., 1846. 
William Mirrick, b. 7 Aug., 1838; 

m. 1st May 9, 1861. Sarah Sturte­

vant of West Boylston: b.,5 Nov. 

1839; d. 3 Sept., 1864; Children, 

Mary Elizabeth b. 8 Oct.. 1862: 

died 23 Oct .. 1862. 

Sarah Sturtevant, born Oct· 27, 
1863: d. Jan., of, 1864. 

Hem. 2nd, Eliza Tilton of West 

Boylston, b. 5 Sept, 1840; d. 29 
Dec., 1892. Their marriage on 

S Nov, 1876. Had by her Alfred 

William, b 16 JaD., 1879. Hem. 
3d, Ellen fturtevant on 6Feb. '94; 

she b. 27 Apr .. 1843: sister of Sa­
rah, his first wife. 
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v. Ira Talmon Bruce, son of Prudence 

Priest Bruce, born 30 March, 1813; 
d.--:m. 7 Dec., 1837, Phoebe 
Sawin of Princeton, .Mass., b. 2 Apr. 

1813 ;d. 30Mar, 1877. Resided in 

West Boylston. Many years road 

surveyor and school committee man : 
Children:-

1 Olive A. b. z8 Apr., 1839: m 
10 Aug., 1865, Henry K. Hager 

b. in Princeton, Mass., 29 Aug.• 

1842: enlisted August, 186::i in 

Co. K. !Jd Mas!, Regt. Issue-

( a, Herbert Ira Hager, b. 14 

May 1868: m. in' Clinton, 

Adeline H. Woodward, b. 

2 April, 1867 in Waltham; 

child, Arthur Herbert b. 4 

May, 1890 in Clinton. 
(b) Henry Elisha, b. in West 

Boylston, :i Jan., 1870. 
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(c) Alfred b. 19Apr., 1873. 

2. Ellen Priest Bruce b. 19 Dec., 
1840; d. 19 Feb. 1861. 

3. Myron I., Feb. :-843; d. 10th 

Sept., 1845. 

4. Abbie F., b. 20July, 1848, m. 

27th Nov., 1884, George M. 

Houghton, b: 20 Jar·., 1840 in 
Sterling, Mass. Resided on 

the home farm of father and 

&'randfather in West Boylston 

until 1894, then removed to 

Worcest~r, Mais. He enlisted 

I 5 Aug., 1%2 ; discharged 2nd 

Sept, 1863. Vlas Corporal in 

Co. K , 51d Mass. Regt. 

vi. Zilpha Bruce, daughter of Prudence 

Priest Bruce, ~- II Mar., 1815; died 

18 May. 1895; m. 1st Mirrick Holt; 

d. - ; m. 2nd in 184t, Jason Knowl­
ton of Gratto::, Mas11. b, 1801 : d r 
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Dec. 1846; ehe m. 3d 17 Oct., 1855, 
David Waite of Oxford, Mass, b. 5th 

Aug., 1796; d. 12 June. 1881. No 

children. 

vii. John Andrew Bruce, son of Prudence 

Priest, b. IO July 1824; d. 17 Mar. 

1866 in Dublin. ~- H. m. 10 May, 

1846, Lucy M. Howe, b. 25 Jan. 

1824, in Boylston. Lived there some 

time after marriage, then moved to 

Dublin. Now reside at Chesham. Nu 
children. 

Drnn.- In Alton, Ill., October 31st 

IQOo, Henry C. Priest,[s .. epage 4.J lea­

ving a widow, Lucia Imogene Priest, but 
no chil<lren. 



LUTHER. 

Luther Priest, son of Gabriel, b. 27, 

Sept, 1772: died 12 Jan, 1829, suddenly 
from effect of a fall on ice : m. 12 Aug., 
1795, Aaeneth B.uce, b. 16 April 1776, 
d. 30 Aug., 1862. Children; -

r. Gahrid. 

:z. GranviJle. 

3. Nancy Tuffs. 

4, Sally, b. 24 Dec., 179.-: d. 8 Oct., 

1815. 
5. Roxana : d, young. 
6. Clarendon, d. young. 

7. Minerva, m. Dr. John Austin and 
went to Vermont. 
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8. Almyra m. 24 May, r829, William 

Sawyer and went to his native 

place iu Ohio. 

9. Susan m. Joseph Derby, Boston, 

10. Sarah m. Charles Putnam and had 

one son, He married. 

All of this famil..r were dead prior to 

1879, except San.h, who was thPn in the 

Old Ladies Home at Portland, Me., where 

,she probably died. 
Almyra, daught:~r nt Lmher, who m, 

her cousin, Wm. Sawyer, emigrated to 

Ohio from Berlin ,,vith an ox team driving 

their cows before them; and she knit 

seven pair of r,tockings on the way, 

In after years, a son of Almyra influ­

enced by the stories which his parents 

told of the East decided tog') to Berlin : 

not getting the conllent ot his father, he 

started on foot and in due course of fone 

reache'.~ Berlin where h·e lived until he 
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married his cPusin Almyra and went 

back to Ohio, 

Luther_ Priest was a resident of Berlin, 

Mass. He was a carpenter by trade and a 

Don ~ixote in bravery, and could ap­

preciate a good joke on himself. The Ber­

lin History l!ays: "Luther was coming 

from Bolton in the evening with his car­

penter tool• broad-axe and all in hand. 

A mother sow by the road ,ide took after 

him. Luther ran, the sow ran, both the 

same way, but the sow ran the faster. One 

by ont! Luther dropp ·d hi~ tools,-broad 
axe included,-to aid his speed, in dire 
necessity he leaped the wall, on which, 
just behind him his pursuer rested her 
fore feet with a vicious grunt. Safe on 
the other side he !!topped and v.•it!i a shake 
of his fist and an affirmation not to be re­
peated the carpenter re:-1ponded ;- "If I 
had my broad axe here, I would make 
two sows of you," 





A LINE OF SWEEDISH ORIGIN. 

A• Priest family in early days came to 

this country from Sweeden and settled 

near Philadelphia, James Royalston 

Priest, of Edon, Ohio, contributes the fol­

lowing.-

I. LEVI. 

:a. GBOR•a, who married Deborah 

Paulston, had three children. 

1, ---

ii. Henry. 

iii. George, 

George (iii} born 7 oct. 1740; died 

1788. He married 31 Jan., 1776, Phoe­

by Evans, b, 24Jan, 1756: died 2 NoY., 

I '306. Children :-
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J. John b. 7 Oct., 1776. 

2. Elijah 3 Aug., 1778. 

3. Levi b. 1 July, 1780, 
5. Elizabeth, b. 17 Oct. 1785; died 

13 Nov., 1857, 

6. George b. 8. 1788; d. 18 May, 1865 

4. Samuell,. 2 April. 1784; died 27 

April, 1863: married 8 Oct., 1807 

Catherine Shenline b. 4 Mar. 1782 

died 15 Dec., 18n. Children-
i. Phoebe b. :2 Aug., 1808: d. 28 

Nov. 1857. 
ii. Magdalen b, to June, 1810. d. 

1 Feb., 1834. 

iii Joab h 26 Aug. 1812; d. Aug., 

1840. 

iv. Jacob b. 27 Dec., 1814. 

v. Andrew Shenline b, 4 April, 

1817. 
vi. Frank, b. 7 Sept., 1819. 

Samuel m. 2nd, in Jan., 1826, Sa-
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Sands, b. Chri1tma1 week, 1802 

died I Sept. 1870: Children-

vii. Caroline 1r 5, Aug., 1826; d 

12 July, 1874. 
viii. Jane b. 6 Ar,r., 1828. 
ix, Elijah b 20 July, 1829. 

x. George b 23 Dec., 1830 : died 
6 Sept., 1897 : m. 1st Ella Mul­

len b. 1 Jan., 1832: d, Oct. 
I 2, 1874. Children-

{ a) William Andrew b. 12 

Feb,, 1852. 
(b) John b. 9 Oct., 1854. 
( c) Samuel Ellis b. March, 

15, 1856. 
(d) James ,Royalston ·b. 

Sept., 185~. 

(e) Mary Ellen b. 14July. 

1860. 

(f) George b, 14 Apr. 1868 
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(g) Annetta b. 17 Nov. '70 

(h) Earnest, b. 3 June '73 

George m.2nd 31 Dec., 1376 

Elizabeth J. Bible b. 6 April. 

1838. 

x1 Elizabeth b. 4 May, 1832, 

xii. Samuel ~ 
b. u Sept,, 1834. 

xiii. Sarah 

xiv. Richard b. 3 Nov., 1836. 







DESCE~DANTS 
OF 

JEREMIAH PRIEST 
AND 

WIFE MAR.Y. 





DESCENDANTS OF JEREMIPti 
AND MARY. 

Jeremiah Priest, son of Gabriel, son 
of John, b. 30 Apr., 1722, d. Dec. 28, 

1781, m. Mary Whitney of Stow. Mass. 
Intent of marriage was entered in Stow, 

Jan, 15, 1744. They had issue as fol­

lows: 
I. Sarah, b. 10 Oct., 1744; m. 23 

March, 1763, Jonathan P. Houghton. 
II. Jeremiah, b. 10 Jan., 1746, m. 

14 .March, 1771, Rebecca Houghton. 
1. Rebecca, b. 24 March, 1772. 

m. Apr. 1795, Abel Davis. 
2. Leafe, b. II Apr., 1777, 

3. Hepzibcth, b. 28 Nov. 1778; 
m. 2 Nov., 1795, Aaron Da-
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vis, and had:-

a. Hepzibeth, b. 23 Feb.8 

1798. 
2. Aaron, b. '] Sep., 1800. 

c. Sally Chatbum, b. Jan. 

8, 1803. 
d. Sophronia, b. 2 Nov. '05. 

III. Nathan Priest, b. Oct. 22, 1747, 

in Harvard; d. in 1804, in Princeton, 

Mass. He remained in Harvard until 

about 1790, when he ,..-ent to Princeton 

and bought a farm there. He m. Mary 

Bacon of Bedford, Mass., July 5, 1780, 
in Bolton, Mass. She was born Jan. 6, 
I 761, in Bedford, the daughter of Micha­

el and Elizabeth (Lane) Bacon, grand­

daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah (Rich­
ardson) Bacon. After the death of her 

husband she moved to Sunderland Mass,. 

and D.;!.:. I, 13u, murieJ Nathan Frary 
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of South Deerfield, Mass., who died Apr. 

3, 1813. Mrs. Mary (Bacon) Priest Frary 

died Dec. 25, 1842, in West Northfield, 

Mass., at the home of her son, Nathan 

Prie'3t, and is buried there in the Priest 

family lot. The children of Sathan and 

Mary (Bacon) Priest were :-

1. Mary, b. Apr. 25, 1781;in Harvard 
Mass. ; died when sixteen, unmar­
ried. 

2. Nathan, died in infancy. 
3. Solomon Bacon, b. Aug. 29, 1786, 

in Harvard, Mass. After the death 

of his father in 1804, an insane 
man, who according to the lax 

custom of the time, was not kept 

confined, threatened to kill the 

boy, and the mother in alarm 

started him to her relatives in Bed­

ford. He was never heard of after 
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the first night, and long continued 

search never revealed anything 
further of him. Probably the in­

sane man carried out his threat. 

4. Lucretia, died when nineteen, un­

married. 

5. Nancy, died in infancy. 

6. Nathan, b. June 24, 1792, in Prin­

ceton,.. l\fass. 

7. Sarah, b. in Princeton, Mass; m. 

March 29, 1824, Daniel Darling of 
Northfield. Mass. No children. 

8. Elizabeth, b. in Princeton, Mass; 

m. March 4, 1819, John Holton of 
Northfield, Mass, N.J children. 

Nathan Prie3t (5), b. June ?.4, 1792 

in Princeton, l\Iass., d. Aug. 15, 1874, 

in West Northfield, Mass., and was 

baried there. Before he was twenty-one 

years old he gave no promise of a lo~g 
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lite, but after that age he grew in strength 

and stature, and became a strong man. 
In 1818, he bought a fine farm of one 

hundred and ten acres on the west side 

of the Connecticut river in Northfield, 

Mass., paying toward it the six hundred 

dolJars he had saved from his earnings. 

The farm had a large, new, but unfin­
ished house on it, which he completed, 

and in which he and the wife whom he 
soon took always afterward lived .. Soon 

after his coming to the new home he had 

a barn raising, with the neighbors for 
helpers, as was the custom, and liquor 
served as a matter of course. The host 
noticed that one man who was addicted to 

drink shuwed slightly the effect of the 

whiskey. and resolved never again to 

tempt a neighbor. People told him it 

would be impossiblt: to get help if whis­
key was not supplied, but at his next 
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barn raising only safe refrei-hments were 

served, and there was abundance of help. 
Nathan Priest was a devoted son and 

brother, a most tender husband li nd 

father, and an honorable and prosperous 

business man. He married Dec. 3, 1818, 

Mary Gunn of Sunderland, Mass , born 

May 4, 1790, in Sunderland, daughter of 
Stephen and Sarah (Baker) Gunn, anrl 

granddaughter of Nflthaniel and 

Gunn. She died June 19, 1854. Their 
children were born in West Northfield, 

Mass., and were:-

I. Mary Lucretia, b. Dec. 31, 18r9. 
2. Cnroline, b. Feb. 12, 1822; d. 17 

Sept., 1823, in West Northfield, 

Mass., and was buried there. 

3. Am:tin Nathan. b. May 18, 1824. 
4. Caroline Sarah, b. Aug. 20, 1826. 

5. James Edward, b. Aug. II, 1829. 

6. Dwight Solomon. b. Aug. 28, '32. 
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Mary Lucretia. b. Dec .. 11, 18r9. d. 

Dec. 20, 1893, in \Vest Northfield, and 

was buried there. She married, Dec 29. 

1845, Allen R. Kingsley, b. June 4, '19, 
d. NGv. 29, 1874. Their children were: 

1. Frank Priest, b. Dec 24, 1846. 
2. Dwight Allen, b. Dec. 17, 1848; · 

m. July 13, 1870, Lizzie J. Allen 

b. Sept. 30, 1853. No children. 
He died Dec. 17, 1887, in West 

Northfidd, and was buried there. 

3. Austin Nathan, b. Nov. 19, 1850. 

4. l\Iary Ella, b. March 23, 1853, d. 
Dec. 28, 1853, in West Northfield, 
and buried there. 

5. Charlie Clifford, b. June 18, 1855, 
d. Jan. 28, 1873. Buried in West 

Northfield. 

Frank Priest Kingsley, b. Dec. 24, 
1846, d. Aug. 22, 1890, in Cascade, Cal­
ifornia, and buried in West I, orthfield, 
Mass., m. Dec. 13, 1870 Rosalia E. 
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Bradley of Brattleboro•, Vt., b. March 29, 
1849, d. II April, 1881, in Rocklin, Cal. 
Their child, 

Charles Clifford, b. 28 Ap~il, '73, 
in Mass. 

Austin Nathan Kingsley, b. 19 Nov. 
1850, m. 20 March 1883, in South Vernon 
Vt., Sara Maria Brooks, b. 18, Jan. '55. 
Their Children : 

1. Maud Ethel. b. 17 April, 1884, 
in Ashuelot, N. H., d. Feb. 

8, 1886, and buried there. 
2. Florence, Sara b. Jan. 26.,'86. 

d. 18 Feb., 1886, b. and d. 
in Ashuelot. 

3· Grover Austin, b. ---

Austin _Nathan Priest, b. 18 May 1824, 
d. 29 Aug. 1849, in Northfield, Mass. and 
buried there. He m. 31 March, 1846, 
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Electa Holton, b. 25 July, 1823 in West 
Northfield, Their child, Mary Austin, 

b. 27 Oct , 1849 in West Northfield, d. 

2. Aug. 1865, in \Vest Swanzey, N. H., 
and was buried there. 

Caroline 8arah Priest, b. 20 August, 

1826, died 31 April, 1892 in Ashuelo , 
N. H., ,,-bile on a visit; buried in West 

Northfield. Her home was always in 

the to,rn of Northfield. She never lost 

the spirit nor the figure of youthfulness 

though for many years her hair was 

beautifully white. In New York, 9 Sep. 

1880, she married William Holton of 

Northfield, b. 18 July, 1818; d. 7 July, 

1888. 
James Edward Priest, b. Aug. II, '29, 

d. Dec. 23, 1875. He always lived on 
the farm on which he was born, though 

he was associated with his younger broth. 
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er in other business. H~ wa~ an able 

and prosperous business man, and devo­

ted to his family. His four children died 

within a space of twenty days, and he 
soon followed them; all of dyptheria. 

He married Tan. 7, 1862, in Marlboro, 

Vt., Sarah Elvira King, b. Aug. 26, 

1833, in Marlboro, daughter of Joseph 
and Sarah (Childs) King. grand-daugh­
ter of Ichabod and Louisa (Adams) King. 
Their children, all born in West North­
field, Mass., were:-

I. Everett Edward, b. June 15, 1863, 
d. Dec. 7. 1875. 

2. Mary Elvira, b. July 21, 1865; d. 

Nov. 18, 1875. 
3. Frank James, b. Nov. 5, 1866; d. 

Nov. 17, :875. 
4. Men-itt King, b. Apr. 7, 1870, d. 

Dec. 2, 1875. 
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Dwight Solomon Priest, b. Aug. 28, 

1832. Until 1872 he lived in Northfield, 

Ma~s. ; from 1872 to 1880, just across the 
line in South Vernon, Vt.; since then in 

Shenandoah, Iowa. In partnership, usu­
ally, with his elder brother, whom he has 

tenderly missed since 1875, he has car­
ried on successfully. largely at the same 
time, several lines of business; farming, 

a sash and blind factory, a store, purchase 

of hops in northern New England and 

their sale in New York City, a hotel, and 
real estate and the superintendence of 
farms in Iowa. He is 6 feet, 1 inch tall, 

and of good figure. June 25, 1857, he 
married Susan Mandana Caldwell ; one 
whu, he <:ays, "never purposely did 

wrong." She was born May 28, 1835, in 

West Northfield, daughter ot Rufus and 

Lucinda (King) Caldwell, ~nd grand-



12 THE PRIEST 'PAMILY. 

daughter of John and Elizabeth (Swan) 
Caldwell. She died Feb. 8, 1893, in Chi­

cago, Ill., and was buried in \Vest North­

field, Mass., Feb. 15. Their children are: 

I. Jeannette Swan, b. Aug. 24, 1859, 
in West Northfield. 

2. Edward Dwight, b. ~ov. 9, 1861, 
in West :Northfield. 

3 Alice Lucinda, b. March 28, 1866, 

in West Northfield; graduated 

B. L., at Cornell, 1891. 

4. Walter Caldwell, b. Apr. II, 1873, 

in South Vernon, Vt.; d. Nov. 15, 

1875, in South Vernon, and bur­
ied in West Northfield, Mass. 

Edward Dwight Priest, b. Nov. 9. 
186!, a graduate in 1884 of the Worces­
ter, Mass., Institute of Technology, with 

post graduate work later. Since 1893 
he has been superintendent of the design-
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ing department of the General Electric 
Company, Schenectady, New York. He 

married, Feb. 27, 1894, in Lynn, Mass., 
Lena Videtto, b. July 5, 1862, at Nictaux 

Nova Scotia, daughter of James and 
Hannah (Saunders) Videtto, grand­

daughter of Jesse and Isabel (Fisher) 

Videtto, all of Nova Scotia. They had: 

1. Edward, b. Aug. 22, 1896, in Sche­
nectady, N. Y.; d. Aug. 25, 1896, 
in Schenectady, and buried in 
West Northfield, Mass. 

2. Marcia Susan, b. Aug. 30, 1897, in 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

3. Eleanor, b. 19 Apr. 1899, in Sche­
nectady. 
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IV. John, b. 22 Sept., 1749, m. 14 

June, 1775, Annah Houghton; issue:-

I. Sarah, b. July, 1776; m. Nov. 

15, r798, Samuel Burnham. 
2. Eunice, b. 4 Mar., 1779; d. 5 

Mar .. 1779 
V. Mary, b. 2~ March, 1752. 

VI Daniel, b. July, 1754, was the 6th 

child of Jeremiah Priest and Mary Whit­

ney; m. 16 Aug, 1773, Bette~ Dupree; 

she and her child died 3o April 177S, He 

was clr°'vned at Boston while crossing 
the river to join the Army. He was bur­

ied on Boston Common. Rev. Charles 
Priest Hall says: "My great, great Aunt 

Nancy saw the grave." .His and other 
bodies there were removed prior to 1865. 

VIl.Job, b. 27 March, 1756, m. Jan. 3, 

1774. Martha Butler. Job wai,1 a private 
in C'apt. Joshua Bro·: n's comprny of the 

battallion of Massachusetts Bay forces, 
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which was commanded by Timothy Big­

elow, Esq., which was also known as the 

15th'Regiment Revolutionary War Army. 

He enlisted May I, 1776, for three years. 

His name appears on the rolls from Dec. 

1777 to NoY., 1778, when he was report­

ed "sick in camp." His record is attested 

in the Record and Pension Office at 

Washington. The children of Job and 

Martha were :-

J. Daniel, b. 25 Jan., 1775, in Har­
v11rd, Mass. ; m. in Middletown, 

, Conn., 1805, Lucretia Sizer, b. 8 

NoL, 1783. She was the daughter 
of Daniel Sizer, a Revolutior,ary 

soldier. Daniel Priest d. in Stock­

bridge, Mass., Aug. 26, 1855, and 
was there buried. His wife died 

there 15 March, 1864. Children:-
a. Lucretia, b. in Middleton, Ct.• 

Sept. 27, · 1806; m. William 
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Watson Cadwell ; d. in La 
Grange, Ill. 

b. Daniel B., b 10 Apr , 1808 ; 

d. in Marietta, Wis. 

c. Edwin B., b. 7 Feb., 1810.; 

d. in Durham, Ct., 17 May, 

1890. 

d. Nathaniel, b. 14 July, 1812. 

He was deaf, and not hearing 

the cars was killed on the 
track. Home in Ohio. 

e. Dennis, b. 5 Feb., 1816; m. 

29 Nov., 1837, Mary Ann 

Foote; d. 3 Oct., 1898, at 

Troy. She d. :Cec. 1879, 
Theyhad:-

i. Edwin, b.- --- ; m. 

Frances Rogers. 

ii. Harriett, b. IO Dec., 1842; 

m: William Harrison. 

Hall, Dec. 25, 1862. 
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He was an officerin U. 
S. Navy. Shed. Dec. 
11. 1886. Issue :-

(a.) Charles Priest, b. 
2j June, 1866; 
m. 16 Oct. 1890 
Ella M. Wilcox, 
of Little Falls, 
N. Y. Issue:­
Frank Wilcox, 
b.20July, 1891. 
Harold George, 
b.· 15 Oct. 1895, 
d. 19 Oct. 1895. 

(b) Mary Wentworth, b. Dec. 
21, 1869; m. 17 Nov., 

1891, Frank H. Wager, 
Lansingburg N. Y. Issue 

(a.) Eugenia St. John. 
( b.) Grace Hall, b. 

March 7, 1896. 
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f. Lewis, b. 24 Nov., 1824; m. 

Mary---
g. Mary E., b. 28 March, 1826: 

m. --- ; d. in Altamont, 

Tenn. ; descendants live there. 
h. Martha A., unmarried, resides 

in Middletown, Conn. (1899.) 

2. Seth. 
3. Lucretia; d. in childhood. 

4. Nancy, b. 1791. 

VIU Aaron, b. March 2, 1758. Aaron 
Priest's name is on the list of those who 

''lnlist'd into ye American Army." Mass. 
Archives Rev. rolls, XII, 99. He was on 

the roll of Col. Asa Whitcomb's regiment, 

Oct. ye 6th, 1775. He was one of the 

nine to fill Harvard's quota in 1778, who 

reported at Fishkill, June 17. It is doubt­

ful if he married. He lived in Harvard, 
Stow and Still river. 
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:n::... 
¥111. Elijah, b. 21 Jan., 176o; m. Lois 

Gates, 25 Oct., 1784; had Susannah, who 
d. 1800, July 4, 16 years. 

During the Shaker excitement at Har­
vard, when they went forth with great 
zeal and worshiped God with singing, 
dancing, leaping, shouting, clapping of 
hands and such other exercises as they 
were led into by the Spirit, a mob gath­
ered one morning to drive the non resi­
dent believers out of town. They formed 
a ring about one Abijah Worcester, 
whom they stripped and whipped for the 
crime of "going about and breaking up 
church and families '' Jcnathan Hough­
ton and Elijah Priest were appointed to 
lay on the stripes. Mr. Houghton laid on 
ten, but before Priest had laid on the oth­
er ten, the whipping was stopped by a 
man stepping in the way and offering to 
take upon himself the other stripes. 
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Elijah Priest's name was upon the roll of 
short service recruits sent to Rhode 
Island in r780, during the encampment 

• of French trocps there. 
X. Abigail, b. 12 Apr .. 176-;, ; '.m. Eli-

as Warner, r4 Dec., 1784. Issue:-

1. John. b. 23 Aug., r789. 
2. Abigail, b. 10 Aug., 1793. 

3. Elias, b. 7 Oct., 1795. 
[XI. Mary , b. 9 Feb, 1765] 
NoTE, A misprint on page 14 makes 

Job, the 6th child of Jeremiah and Mary. 
He was the 7th, therefore Aaron was the 
8th. Elijah 9th and Abigail the 10th. 

THE EPITAPH 

'•Here lies ye body of Mr. Jeremiah 
Priest, who departed this life Dec. ye 28 
A. D, 1781, aged 60 years and 8 months." 

"Dear Friends for me pray do not 
weep, for here I lye in dust and sleep. 

"And here indeed I must remain, til 
Christ shall raise me up again." 



ADDENDA. 

The following addenda hu been con­

tributed by Alice L. Priest of Shenan­

doah, Iowa, ,vho has spent much time 

searching for details concerning the des­

cendanta of Jeremiah Priest. 

"Probably you noticed the discrepancy 
in the tomb-stone inscription giving the 
age of Jeremiah Priest and the age as 
given by the date<i of birth and death. I 
wrote Mr. Henry S. Nourse, A. M., com­
piler of the Harvard, Mass. History, con­
cerning this and will quote an extract 
from his reply.'' 

South Lancaster, Mass.,Oct S, '97 
Dear Miss. Priest, 

Jeremiah's tombstone would be almost 
exceptional if its dates did niJt 11omeway 
cl:u·h with records. The yeftr's discrepan­
cy you note is a slight one and may be 
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due to a stone cutter. to a recording clerk 
or to a difference between family and pub­
lic records. Such discrepancies are com­
mon enough. The birth date is exact as 
in Lancaster records, and the baptismal 
record •·July 15, 172:1'' seems to prove it 
correct. H.KNRY S. Nol'RSE. 

Jeremiah Priest was born in Lancaster. 
(later Harvard) and died in Harvard. 

Mary, Whitney, wife of Jeremiah, was 
born in Stow, Mass. June 4• 1727, the 
daughter of Nathan and Mary (Holman) 
Whitney, and grand-daughter of Thomas 
and Elizabeth (Lawrence) \Vhitney. She 
was great-grand dau~hter to the John 
and Elinor \Vbitn.:y. who came to Amer­
ica in 1633. [SP.e Whitney Genealogy, 
by F. C. Pierce. p. 52. 

PagP. 2. Nathan :,Priest. 1747--1804, 
died either in W orct>.ster or Princeton ; 
He went to \Vorcester leaving his family 
in Princeton. He was taken sick there 
with fever and his \Vife went to care for 
and bring him home. He grew better, but 
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no record is found of place of death. Na­
than must have moved from Harvard to 
Stirling, for he did not go to Princeton 
until 17Po or Jan., 1791, and the Prince­

ton record 1tate111 that he came from Stir­
ling. But he was taxed in Princeton as 
early as 1789 and th last tair assesi-ed is 

that of 1794. He was a farmer. a large 

man of fair complexion. 
The Bedford, Mass. records state that 

.Mary (Bacon' Priest Frary was born 6th 
Jan., 1758, instead of 1761 as the family 
record gives it. 'Where the mistake lies it 
is difficult to state, since it · is absoluiely 
posith·e that she "·11s the sister of Susan­
na Bacon, who on Jan. 21, 1788 married 
Nathan Merrill and was the daughter ot 
Michael and Elizabt>th (Lane) Bacon. 

Mr. ~nurse is ri~ht in his statement re­
garding discrepancie;; in early date~. 
Page 3 ,-Mary Priest L clan. cf Nnthan and 
Mary(Bacon) Priet-t,_i h. AFdl '.?5, r78i, 
in Harrnrd: died Ft-b. 26, 180S in Sun­
derland, Mass., of putrid fever. 
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Page 4. Lucn::tia, died July 25, 1808, 
at Deerfield, Mass. at the home of Wil­
liam MorriR, aged 19. 

Nancy not alive January 18, 1791. 
Sarah W., d. May t4, 1957, buried 

in the .Sorth Bennington cemetery in the 
town of Shaftsbury, Vt. 

Elizabeth died Aug. 23., 1857, aged 
56; buried iu the North Bennington cem­
etery in the town of Shaftsbury, Vt. : her 
husband, John Holton, was son of 'Lieut. 
John and Hannah (Sheldon) Holton: he 
was born, May,22, 1792 at Northfield. 
Mess., and died in Spring of 1871, in or 
near South Shaftsbury, Vt. Both Sarah 
and Elizabeth lived in Northfield after 
marriage for many years, then moved to 
Shaftsbury. 

Page 6. Nathan Priest an<l ~fary Gunn 
were married in Sunderland, at the home 
of the bride's parents. The paternal grand 
mother of Mary (Gunn) Priest was Doro­
thy (Marsh) Gunn. 

Page 7. .Mary Lucretia Priest mar-
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ried in West Northfield, Mass., Allen R. 
Kingsley; he d. in South Vernon, Vt. and 
was buried in \Vest Northfiel<l.Mass. Sht> 
lil'ed after marriage at Athol and Gill, 
and after 1853 at West Northfield, Mass. 

Frank Priest Kingsley was married at 
Brattleboro, Vt. 

Page 8: Charlie Clifford King1ley 
was born in Northhampton, Mass. 

Sara Maria (Brooks) Kingsley was 
born in Vernon, Vt., the daughter of Hen­
ry Brooks. 

Grover Austin Kingsley was born Feb. 
28, )887, at Ashuelot, N. H. 

Page 9. Elect a M. (Holton) Priest is 
the dau. of Elias and Fanny (Mattoon) 
Holton. 

William Holton was the 10n of Horace 
and Molly (Dickinson) Holton. 

Page io. Not Louii::a but Lovisa 
(Adams) King. 

Page 12. Jeannett Susan. 
Edward Dwight, b. in ~orthfield, E. 

side of the river. 
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Page 13. James and Hannah (Saun­
ders) Videtto. Here it shoul<l he Vidit/o. 
The daughter was christened Alenia Fear 
Viditfo and according to a Nova Scotia 
law signed her name thus to legal docu­
ments in Nova Scotia. But she was. 
always called Lena, and finally Lena 
Videtto, and the name is so given in the 
marriage licerise. The parents were c:111-
ed Vidit/o and the grand parents al10 and 
their ancestors tor I do not know how far 
back. 

Page 16. Edwin Priest was born Oct. 
17, 1839; he m. 28 May, 1860, Frances 
Rogers, Their children were :-

1. Jennie, m. Fred Peso, a dentist in 
PhihJdelphia. 

2. Susie, m. John Emerson. 
3. Fred, d. in infancy. 
4. Lottie d. in infancy. 

Edwin had a broth~r, Curtis D., b. Aug. 
5, 1847, whose name was not sent with 
the record on page 16. 
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REV. CHARLES PRIEST HALL. 

Rev. Charles Priest Hall, son of Har­

riet J. Priest and William H. Hall, was 

born in Troy, N. Y .• June und, 1866. 

His education was obtained in the public 

schools of Troy, and he had begun work 

as a clerk in the hardware business in 

that city, when deeply stirred by a iier­

mon on the subject of the Christian Minis­

try, he determined to study for its service 

and in the fall of 1885 entered the Divin­

ity School ofTufts College from '"'hich he 

was graduated in June 1889, and on the 

I 2th of that month was ordained to the 

work of the ministry of the Universalist 

Church in Goddard Chapel, a member of 

the first class to make the CoJlege which 

had pr,.pared them for their work the 

1cene of thf' final act which fitted them 
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for that work. Mr. Hall was in Septem­

ber of that year called to the pastorate of 

the Universalist Church at Oneonta, N. 

Y., where he ministered until November, 

1890. On October 16, 1890 he was mar­

ried to Mi11s. Ella Martha Nilcox ot Lit­

tle Falls, N. Y., and in No•ember on the 

close of his Oneonta pastorate, accepted 

the call to the pastorate of the Universali~t 

Church at Huntington, N. Y., where he 

was pastor until June ut, 1894, when he 
accepted the position of Assistant Pastor 

at Baltimore. of the First Universali5t 

Church of which Rev. R::>yal Pullman, 

D. D. was pastor. Here Mr. Hall mini11-

tered until the resignation of Dr. Pullman 

in 1898, and on June utof that year, en­

tered on f ;e pastorate of the first Univer­

salist Church at Danbury, Connecticut. 

Mr. Hall is prominently identified with 
the Masonic Fraternity, having joined the 
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order at Oneonta while pastor there. and 
was Chaplain of both Oneonta Lodge 

and Oneonta Chapter. He is now (1901} 

Captain General of Crusader Command­

ery of Knights Templar of Danbury. Mr. 
Hall is also Chaplain of the Fourth Reg­

iment of the Connecticut National Cua rd 

and has been vrominent in E-Chcol llfffliu 

in Danbury. In his denc,min.ition he has 

been as prominent as in secular affairs, 

having bten for se.eral years President 

of the Murray District Conference of the 

States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, and Vice President of the 
State Young People's Christian Union of 

the Universalist Church in Conn. He is 

also interested in Sunday School work in 

Conn., being secretary of the Fairfield 

County Sunday School Auxiliary of the 
State Association. Mr. Hall is also a 

member of the Sons of the Revolution. 
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Thomas F. " " 
W. E.Priest, Broad. St. 
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DANIEL, SON. OF JOHN OF WO­
BURN. 

Daniel, the third child of John and Ra­

chel Garfield Priest was born in Woburn, 

Mass, July 19, 1686; married Elizabeth­

He was a land-holder in Harvard, as is 

seen in Nourse's history page 43. Oct. 9, 

1723, he died, aged 53 years. Eleven 
months after his death his widow Eliza­

bdh had six children baptized. The bapt. 

record reads: Sept. 27 ( I 714) "Widow 
Eliz; Priest's Children, John, Daniel, 

Eunice, Hasadiah, Bettee, Silence." 
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I. JOHN, born 1709. 
II. DAlf.IEL, m. Elizabeth Kilbourn. 

III. EUNICE, married Benjamin Ath-
erton, March 3, 17l6-7; children; 

I. Jonathan, b. ,4 June, 1729. 
,. Betty, b. 8 Oct., 1731. 
3. Eunice, b. 29 Nov., 1733, 

-+· Relief, b 29 May, 1736. 
5. Abigail, bapt. 6 Apr., 1740; 

m. 12th July, 1767, John 
Jones. 

IV. HASADIAH. d. 1736. 
v. BETTER. 

VI. S1LEN'CE. 



DANIEL AND BETSEY. 

1. jOHN •fWoburn. 
2. DANIEL. 

3. JOHN, m. Mary---
4· DANIEL, m. Betsey Partrim. 

John, son of of Daniel, son of John of 

Woburn was horn in 1709. He was old­
est of four children, that Daniel's widow, 

Elizabeth bad baptized in Lancas~er, one 
year after husband's death. John mar­
ried Mary ---, and had at least thir­
teen children. It was the almost invari­
able custom in those days for the first chil­
dren to be namec after parents and grand-
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parents- -the first daughters after mother 

and grandmother ; the first sons after fath­
,r and grandfather, and in this case prov­
ide!lce seems to have worked satisfactory, 

the first child, a girl, was named Mary af­

ter her mother; the second child, a girl, 

named Elizabeth after her grandmother ; 

the third child, a boy, named John after 
his father ; the fourth .child a boy, named 

Daniel after his grandfather. The issue 

of John and Mary was as follows~-

1. Mary, h. 15 April, 1739. 

II. Bettee. b. 2 March, 1743: d. 

III. John, b. 2 Oct., 1744. According 
to records on file at Washington 

in 1816, John Priest, aged 72 

years, who was a private in the 

Revolutionary w11r made, appli­

cation for miscarried pension. 

IV. DANIEL, b. 16 Sept, 1746, m. 

Betsey Partrim, and had :-

1. Abraham, b.- "Abraham 
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Priest moving from Ber­
lin, Mass, to Marlborough 
in 1809, m. Hilda Wells: 
harl one child, Laurana, b. 
April 2, 18n : m. Luke 
Parkhurst. 

2. Isaac, b. 

3. Daniel.b. 17 Dec., 1773 :d. 
n Jan., 1839: m. Abigail 
Flood, dau., of Dea. Jas. 
and Betsey (Whitcomb) 
FloQd, March 25, 18o2. 

Soon after birth of Daniel, 

in 1773, the family moved 
to Jaffrey, N. H. Daniel 

and Abigail had eight 

children:-

i. Gilman, b. 14 Augu~t. 
1803; d. May, 1849. 

ii. Carroll, b. 17 Sept., 
18o6; d. 20 Dec'r., 
1810. 
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iii. Henry H. b. 6 Oct., 1810: 
d. 27 Aug., 1888: May 1, 

1839, rr,. Martha Coolage; 

(a) Edward, b, 4 Feb., 

1840; d. 30 April, '78 
(b) James C., b. 2:a Nov, 

1843; d.-1891. 
(c) Abbie F., b. 19 Apr. 

1848 ; d. 24 July, '48. 
(d) Henry C., b. Sept., 

10, 1849; Resides in 
Gaidner. Mass; m. 

29 June, 1876 Sarah 
A. Nutter, and had 

Martha C. b. 31 May 
1877: m. 2nd Oct. 
1900, Lewis S. Law­
Tence. 

Mary, b. April, 29, 

1879. 
iv. Sarah, b 1 Oct., 1812; m. 3 
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1838, David C. Brick. d. in 
Fitchburg, 6 June. 1842. 

v. Silas S., b. 7 Mar., 1814; 111·. in 
Dec., 1839, Nancy Maria Wil­

der, b. 27 June, 1817 at Jaffrey; 
d. at San Diego Cal,. 30 Oct., 

1887. Children :-

(a) Nancy, b. 9 Sept., 1840. 
(b) Sarah Maria, b. 23 May, 

1842; d. i:a Oct., 1889. 
(c) Elijah, b. 27 Dec., 1843. 
(d) William Henry b. 15 July 

1845. 
(e) Abby Amanda b. 22 Sept. 

1849. 
(f) James Gilman b. April 8, 

1851 ;d. 12 Dec., '57 

(g) Florence b. 5 May, 1854; 

d. 7 June, 1855. 
(h) Anna, b. 15 Oct., 1856. 

ti) Rose b. 17 Oct,, 1857. 
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(k) Frank Silas b. 18 July, 

1859. 
(I) Rev. Frederick C., b. 

26 Aug., 186I. 
(m \ Minnie Etta b. 24 Feb., 

1864. 
vi. Franklin b. 7 Mar1818; d. Mar., 

6, 1896: m. Abbie Cooledge; Chil­

dren:-
Sarah d. 
Lizzie d. 

vii. Eliza b. Aug. 28 1 1819; died in 
186:;i; m. 19 Sept. 1844, Wm. 
Bruce of Hudson, Mass. Had 
five children.' Lived in Marl­
boro'. 

viii. James, b. in Hudson, Mass. 28 
June, 1821 ; d, in California. 

See Addend~ for family record, 

4. Betsey. dau., of Daniel and Bet­
sey, 

5. Jacob. 
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V. Abraham b. 26 Dec., 1746, m. in 

1810~ in his old age, [63years] Ab­
igail Whitcomb of Jaffrey, and 
had several children. 

I. Jonathan b. 15 July, 1813. 
2. Comfort. 

3 & 4 Ephriam and Abigail 
twins, b. 

5. Joseph. 
6. Dolly. 

Jonathan b, 15 July, 1813, m. 1835, 
Eleanor Fay, b. 1808. He d. 17 
Feb., 1886: shed. 12 Aug., 1886. 

They had:-
1. Abraham, b. 13 Jan., 1836, 

m. in 1859, Mary A. Wilder 
of Stow, b. 8, Dec., 1840. 

i. George E. m. Carrie 
Holt, and had, 

Earnest L, b. 1 Apr. 
1886. 
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George Alfred. b, 19 
July, 1892; d, Nov. 

4, 1892. 

Leon Windsor, b. 26 
May, 1895. 

ii. Alice M., m. Har­

rison Greenwood. 

iii. Annie. 
2. The second child of Jon a­

than and Eleanor was Sarah 
Eliza, b. 7 Sept, 1838; m. 8, 

Jan., 1860, Benj. F. Folsom. 
i. Viola E., m. Herbert 

Stratton, Hudson, Mass. 

Issue. Eleanor Fay. 

Marion Wood. 
Olive. 

ii. Marion Wood Folsom. 
iii. May· Sophia, m. Albert 

Gleason of Gleasondale, 
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Mass. Children, Emily 

and Howard. 

VI. Silence b. 9 Feb., 1750. 
VII. Issac b. 2 July, 1752. 

VIII. Jacob b. 17 Nov., 1754; m. 1st, 

Ann Jones; 2nd. Sarah Longly. 
IX. Comfort, b. 4 March, 1758: m. 20 

Jan., 1785, James Wilkins. 
X. Betsey b. 7 March, 1761. 

XI. Benjamin b. 16 Feb., 1764; m. 

15 June, 1786, Phebe Bruce. 
Had family, left no.record. 

XII. Joseph b. 28 Nov., 1765. 
XIII. Jonathan b. 6 Oct., 1767. 



22 DANIEL A'.'<D ELIZ.\BETH 

1. Daniel, bapt, 26 Sept., 1742; died 

in Leominster, July 1771. 

2. Elizabeth. bapt. 22 July, 1745; d. 
young. 

3. Eunice, bapt. 14 Aug., 1748; d. 
young. 

4. Jonathan, bapt. 23 Sept. 1751; m. 
18 May, 1775, Molly Divoll, and 
had John, b. 2. March, 1777. 

5. Elizaheth, bapt. 30 Sept., 1753 ;pub. 
30 April. 1774. Sa:n.1<!1 Jewett. 

6. Eunice, bapt. II Jan. 1756: pub. 

17 March, 1755 to Timothy Brown. 

7. Asa bapt. II Dec., 1757. was in 
Revolutionary war and afterward 
with his brother Levi in Hancock, 

N. H. Three of Daniel Priest's 

children served in the Revolution ; 
Hancock history mistakenly gives 
the name Asa for Daniel. 

8. Levi, born 16 Aug., 176o; bapt. 
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at Sacramento, Cal., b. in New London, 

Conn., 11 April, 1826, and died ,August 
30, 1899. 

The children of James Priest and Elvira 
Raywere;-

r. James Gilman, b. in Feltonville, 
Mass., no,..,· Hudson, 2 Jan., 

1850; died 12Jan., 1901, age 

51 years and Io days. He m. 

5th Dec., 1874, in Fitchburg, 
Mass., Sarah Jane Pollard ; d 

23 March, 1899. Child:-
(a) James Henry Priest, b. 

in Gardner, 13 July, 
1876. Not married in 

1901. Residence, Gar­
dner, Mass. 

2. Charles Franklin, born in Fel­

tonville. now Hudson, June 

6th, 1852; married Fannie C. 

Lander, 3 July 1884. in San-
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Francisco, Cal. No children. 

3. Lucy Elvira, born in Hoodville. 

Cal., 22 Sept., 1858; d. there 

14 Nov., 1858. 
4. Alice Mary, born II April, 1861 

in Dutch Flat, Cal. She mar­

ried 16 Dec., 1886, in San 

Francisco, Cal., Walter Wood 

Cooley. Children of Alice M. 
Priest and W.W. Cooley. 

(a) Walter Amos Cooley, 
born in S. F. Cal., 

13 Dec., 1887. 
( b) Alice Louise, born 

in San Q!ientin, Cal., 

14 May, 1890. 
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Franklin Prit·st was subscriber toward 

repairing the meeting house in Marlbo­

rough, March 28, 1834. 

Daniel Priest was a subscriber to pur­

chase a bell for the old m~eting house 

in Marlborough. So was Abraham. 

Daniel lived for many year@ on the old 

Flood place, afterward owned by the 

widow of Dea. Smith. He was a carpen­

ter and a verJ good workman at that 

trade as most houses built at that time 

were finished by him and gave evidence 

that he was an uncommonly skillful me­

chanic. He died June It, 1839. 
The third child of Silas was Eliza A. 

not Elijah as printed on page 5. Before 

going to California, Silas resided at 

Marlborough and Ashuelot, N. H. and 

Gardner, Maes. 
Abraham Priest, a brother of Daniel, 

who went to Marlborough in 1809, was 
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a :nan fond of relating improbable stories 
of which the following will serve as a 
■ample:-

"When I wae down below, sir, I saw 
machine for making nai] hammers which 
was worked bv two horses.-A junk of 
iron of a ton's· weight was put into a hop­
per at the top, along side of a piece of 
of wood, and the hammers came out at 
at the bottom all handled and ready for 
use just about as fast as you can count 
six." 

---- ----4---- ---· ··-----

LEVI E. PRIEST, SON OF LEVI A. 

b. in Nelson, N. H., Dec., 1813. Came to 
·Hancock in 1848, m. Harriet Smith. In 8 
years removed to Nelson, then to Harris­
ville, where he built the :Sabanrisit House 
He d. aged 64 ; his wife died in Marlboro, 
Alli- 6 1885. 

Children;-
Euginia, b. in Nelson ; died in 

Harrisville. 
Josephine, b. in Harrisville; m. 

Henry Metcalf: had a 
child· living in Marl­
borough. 
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·•·--
t. JOHN of W.obum. 

a. DANIEL. 

3; DANIEL. 

Daniel, 'Sbil of Daniel, son of John of 

Woburn, married June 4, 1741, at Lan­
caster, Eli2:abeth Kilbourn. On Sept. 
26, 1742, with their first child, Daniel, 
die•young-parents owned the Church cov­

'ttaitt in Lancaster .MaH. Another child' 
'Elizabeth. was born in Lancaster, the 
others in Leominster. The children of 
Daniel arid Elizabeth were: -
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1. Daniel, bapt, 26 Sept., 1742; died 

in Leominster, July 1771. 

2. Elizabeth. bapt. 22 July, 1745; d. 
young. 

3. Eunice, bapt. 14 Aug., 1748; d. 
young. 

4. Jonathan, bapt. 23 Sept. 1751; m. 

18 May, 1775, Molly Divoll, and 

had John, b. 2. March, 1777. 
5. Elizaheth, bapt. 30 Sept., 1753 ;pub. 

30 April. 1774. Sa:11.1<!1 Jewett. 
6. Eunice, bapt. II Jan. 1756: pub. 

17 March, 1755 to Timothy Brown. 

7. Asa bapt. II Dec., 1757. was in 

Revolutionary war and afterward 

with his brother Levi in Hancock, 

N. H. Three of Daniel Priest's 

children served in the Revolution ; 

Hancock history mistakenly gives 
the name Asa for Daniel. 

8. Levi, born 16 Aug., 176o; bapt. 
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Dec., 1760. 
Daniel Priest's wife Elizabe~h died June 

18, 1761, and April 5, 176, he married 

Lydia Graves of Bolton ; she was his ~id­
ow aa early as 1771. and was called 'wid­
ow Lydia Priest.' She died rn 18o7. The 
journal of Stephen Buss, says a daughter 

of Daniel Priest and Elizabeth Kilbourn 

died 10th Jan. 176o, Lut does not state 
whether it was Elizabeth 'l or Eunice 3. 

Jonathan and Asa were Revolutionary 
soldiers credited to Leominster. and Levi 

to a company in the adjoining town Of 
Lancaster. 

Priest long since ceased to be a fami-

ly name in Leominster, but a street, there 

perp~tuates their memory. 

LEVI, SON OF DA~IEL. 
What follows is mostly taken from the 

History of Hancock. N. H. 
Levi, the youngest son of Daniel and 
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Elizabeth Priest, enlisted in the Revolu­

tionary war at fourteen years of age, and 

served to the close of the war. As sixteen 

was the age required, Levi had his com­

rade answer for him and the deception 

was not noticed. He bore his full share of 
hardships incider.t to soldier life. In de­

scribing the shirts he had to wear at· this 

time, he said : "The warp was grape-vine 
and the filling o,•en-wood." On -one vc­

ca1ion hunger drove him a 1most to di■pair 

so much 10 that, discovering a bone, in 

the yard where cattle were kept, he clean­
ed it and made a soup from it. Many 

times after he said this was the sweetest 

morsel he ever-tasted. Lying down one 
n?ght in his blaaket, on a rise of ground, 

he awoke to find himself surrounded by 
water. · At the clo11e of the war. which was 

full· of hardships for him, · he married 

Mary Brooks of Sterling·, Mass, who was 
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born 1 March, 1764; he emigrated to 

Hancock, and settled on what has since 

been known as the •·Daniel Priest farm." 

Mary Priest did not forget her early home 

as she frequently visited it, making the 

journey offorty miles on horseback and 

carrying a child in her arms. They were 

t mong the first settlers to plant an orchard 

bringing the 11eeds and scions from their 

home in Massachusetts. In addition to the 

work incident to clearing his land and 
building a Jog cabin, Levi Priest was a 

manufacturer of brick. He died 22 Dre., 

1828, his death being due to a fal] fmm the 
high beams of his barn, the",planks hav­

ing been removed without his knowledge. 

His wife died 25 Oct., 1848. Children: 

I, Lucy b. 2 Dec., 1784; m. Dr. John 
Boutelle, second son of William of 

Leominster, and was b, I Avr .. 1783. 
He was the was first college gradu-
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ate from Hancock,~. H ; Dartmouth 

1808, After his graduation he was tu­

tor in Dar1mouth, and for some years 

was engaged in teaching, and began 

the practice of medicine at Edge­

combe, Me., where he continued to . 
the close of his life. He died 30 April 

1853. He was a sincere christian, an 

affectionate husband and a good cit­

izen. 

2. Levi, b. 2 Jan., 1787; m. 13 Mar., 

1816, Mary Fiske of Dublin, b. :.19 

Mar., 1796: resting place marked 

•'A. Copeland." he wa■ killed by a 

blast of rocks, 7 Nov. 1839. Shed. 

28 April, 1875. Children:-

i. Olivia B., b. 24 Aug.,1717; 

m. 4. Oct., 1838, Charles 
Sawyer. 

il. Phedora W., b. 16 July,1821 

m. I Nov. 1846. Jason B. 
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Blanchard, ofNewlpswich. 

who was born 2 Oct.! 1824. 

(a) Mary Ella. b. IO Oct. 

1847: m. James L. 
Hill of Hancock. 

(b I George Clifton, b. 28 

May, 1849; d. Sept, 

2, 1851. 

(c) Eva P .. b. Jan. 29, 

1851; m. Albert Ma­

son. 
3. Mary Brooks, b 3. March, 178Q; 

d. 27 Apr., 1863; m. 29Feb., 1820,. 

Parker Fiske, of Dublin, b. 14 Feb.'. 
1793; d. 8 Oct. 1866: resided in 

Dublin. Children.-

;. & ii. A son and d·-mghter died in 

infancy. 

iii. Eunice Priest, b. 18 Feb., 1823, 
m. 6 Oct. 1870, Rev. Daniel 
Mc Clenning; d. 22 May, '79. 
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iv. Levi Whiton, b. Apr. 29, 1825; 
d. May 27, 1887; m. 26 Feb. 
1857, Sarah J. White, of Pe­
terborough, b. 16 Aug., 1824, 

d. 7 Oct., 1885. Dublin. To 
him'the Hancock, N. H. his­
tory publishers were indebted 
for their record of the Priest 
family. Children :-

(a) Frank Parker, b. May 
JI. 1858 j m, 6, 1882, 
Hannah M. Spofford, 

of Peterborough: child, 
Charles P., b.Oct., 25, 

1883. 
v. Mary Eveline, b. 15 April 

1830: d. 13 Oct,, 1874. 
vi. Asa Parker, b. 23 Dec. 1832: 

d. 28 Feb., 1833 
4. Jabes B., b. 22 Sept. 1790; m. Apr. 

4, 1820, Fanny Moor, who was b. 

15 Oct., 1789. He d. 17 Aug. 1826. 
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Dr. Priest 1o.cated in Peterborough 
in 1816, and d. there. Children:-

i. Charles-B; b 25 Jan., 18:n: d 
29 Aug,, 1826. 

ii. John M •• b. 26 April, 1825 : d. 

2.2 Aug., 1826. 

5~, Daniel, b.March.14, 1792; m. Oct., 
1"2, 1816,Nancy Andrews, who d. 

Sept .. a6,183i, aged 35years, 6 
mos.; m. ~nd• Feb.,'28th, 1833, 

Mehitable-Howard, b. June, '96. 
He d. n De:., 186o. Issue:-

i. JohD--.B ••. b. 17 Dec., 1817. 
m. Harriett Knight; he was 

a-:painter.; resided in Lowell 

d •. 3 May 1845: ahe d. May 
1848;.~hild, George Henry 
tL u·Mar., 1863. 

ii. Howard E., b. 13 May, 
f1821.: d. 1 May, 1895: m. 
a4~Apr., 1850, Wealthy H. 



JO DANIBL AND ELIZABETH, 

Worden; she d. May 16, 
1899; he- was a machinist 
in Nashua. 

iii. Joseph K., b. 18l4,, Sept, 

17 ; m. 24 April, 1850, 
Lucinda A. Davis : resi­
dence Nashua; machinist 
President of The Ameri­
can LS hearer M anufactur­
ing Company. 
Child, Dr. Fred K. b. 
u Oct., 186o; graduated 
in medicine at University 
of New York, Chss of 
1882 : m. 5 June. 1887, 
Mary Costello of New 

York City ; Children :- -
(a) Joseph Kilbourne, 

b, 2 Jlf ov. 1890. 
( b) Chester Anderson, 

b. 2 Dec., 1892. 
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Dr. Priest is Treasurer of 
American Shearer Manu-. 
facturing Company. 

iv. Isaac A., h. 24 Sept., 1829 
Teacher of music for.five 

or aix year~ ; Enlisted in 
l 

91st N. Y. Infantry a~ 
Chief Musician, serving 
throughout the war ; after 
the war he served in the 
regular army as musician 

in 25th Infantry and was 

stationed at Fort Clark, 
Texas ; he died there of 

chronic dysentery, 1870. 

v. Rebecca ,b. 24 Sept.1829, 

m. David L. Wood. 

6. Joseph K., II Oct., :::793; machin­
ist: d. unmarried, 6 Jan., 1827. 

7. Benjamin, b. 6 Feb., 17¢; m. 22 

Sept., 18i4 Nancy Cooledge, of 
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Hillsborough,. who was born June 

3, 18o3 and died 20 Feb. 1875; he 

d. 26 Aug. 1879. He was Post­
master at Hillsborough Center for 

many-years~ Children :-
i. Na_ncy Elizabeth, b. 24 Aug. 

1826; m. 18 Septem., 1851. 
Edward S. Morris. Resi­

dence; Biddeford, Me. Issue 
(a) Li?.zie Estelle, b. Aug., 

S, 1852. 
r b. Belle Priest, b. 31 Mar., 

. . 
1854. 

c. Emily Bailey,J>. Aug., 

1858. 
d. Arthur Edward born 

May 38, 1860. 
e. Bessie Elder, b. Aug, 

10, 1864. 
f. Annie Eveline, b. Jan. 

I, 1866. 
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ii. Dr. George Arthur, b. Dec., 
24, 1828. A successful phy­
sician '.a(Manchester. Mass: 

iii. Charles Adams, b. 3 May·,'32 
m. Emily Bailey of Brook­
line, Dec. 12, '55; resided 
in Fitchbu 1g. Children:-

( a) Lizzie Adele, b. 1 i 

Dec., 1858. 
(h) George Herbert, b. 

24 Sept., 1865. 
iv:· Arabella Cooledge, b. 3 

Aug.,)834; d. 16 Oct., 
1879, 

.8 An infant b. 1797. 

9. Betsey, b. :26 July, 1798 ;m. June 

1821. Amos Townsend of Dublin. 

He d. 12 June 1849.; she died 25 
Jan, 1854. Dublin. Children:-

j, Mary Ann, b. 12 August. 

1822; m. 3 Feb., 1857, 
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David L. Wood, of Han­
cock; d. 26 Oct., 1857 ;. 

ii. Lucy, b. Io July, ·_1824: d. 
10 Sept., 1826. 

iii. Jabea B., b., 4 June. 1826 : 
m. ISt, June 29 1854, Sarah 
Wadleigh of Sutton: died 
17 June. 1857: m. 2nd Fan­
nie Barker of Keene; shed. 
25 Nov., 1881; he d. Apr., 
1887. Child. Sarah F., b. 
8 Jan., 1856. 

iv. Charles M., b. 10 Sept., 
1828 ; m. 23 Dec., I 86o, 
Charlotte Cates of Peter­
borough; residence, Dub­
lin. Child, John G., b. 19 

Dec., 1864. 
v. Elizabeth, b. 6 P'eb., 1831; 

m. 16 Mar., 1854, Henry 
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J. Farwell of Harrrisvill : d. 

3 Feb. 1855. Child, Lizzie 

J., b. 25 Jan., 1855: d. 2 

Oct .• 1863. 

10. Eunice, b. 1800: d. aged six mos. 

11. Eunice M .• b. 15 Sept .. t802; 

David Cummings, 7 Feb., 1833 : 
shed. 6 Jan. 1834. He built the 

covered bridie at Hancock factory. 

Issue, Eunice Melvina, b. 1833; m. 

Charles Phillips of Cassadaga. 

12. Jonathan, b. 5 Sept., 1804: m. 

II Nov., 1827, Mary S. Emery. 

daughter of Capt., Simon Emery 

of Biddeford, Me. He d. 23 June, 
1849. She was b. 30 Apr., 1807: 
d. 19 April. 1872; he ~as a man• 

facturer at Biddeford. Children : 

i. Mary Oiivia, b. 23 Sept., 

1828; m. Fred Robie, M. D. 
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who was Goveror of Maine in 

1884. Hon. Fred1Robie was 
graduated from Bowdoin Col­
lege in 184:, and subsequent­

ly from the Jefferson Medical 

College, in Philadelphia: was 
engaged in the active practice 

of his profession :until the be-

1inniaag of the war in 1861. 

He was appointed'.pay-master 
by President Lincoln. Served 

until the close of the war 

an(for meritorious service 

at the restoration: of Peace 

was breveted Lieut. Colonel. 

He was elected ,even times 

• as ~ State Representative ; 
was Speaker in 1871 and 
1fJ76; was a member of the 
State ;Council during ;Gov. 

Washburn'•. and Chairman 
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of Council under Governors 

Davis and Plaisted's ad­

ministrations. Through his 

influence the N annal School 
at Gorham was established. 

He was one of the Com­
missioners to the Paris Ex­

position; in Sept, 1884, he 

was elected Governor of the 

State ; several years Master 

ot State Grange ; residence, 

Gorham, Me. Children:-
i. Harriett b. in Bidde­

ford ,_Me., 3 Sept., 1868 ;m 

2ndJune,.1875, Charles H. 
Barker, of Hiram, Me., a 

lineal descendant of Gov. 

Bradford, John Alden and 

Miles Standish ; his mother 

V\ as a neice of Gen. Wads-
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worth of Revolutionary 
fame: he spent most of his 
life in South America, but 

later lived at Portland. Me. 
Engaged in flour and grain 

business. In 1884 was ap­
pointed Postmaster at Port­
land, Me. Children, Olivia 

Robie, b. 5 Nov, 1877, and 
Benjamin, b. 20 Feb., 1879. 
ii. Mary Fredonia. b. in 

Biddeford, 2 Mar., ··185:c. 
iii.Eliza, b. in Wa!deboro, 

Me., 6 Jan., 1856; died in 
Gorham, Me., 3 Sept 1863. 
iv. William Pitt Fessen­

den, b. inDorchester,;Mass 

5 Nov. 1863. 
ii. Lydia Sophia, b. 26 Mar., 

1810: m. II Feb., 1855, Hon. 

Charles A. Shaw, of Alfred, 
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Me., who was b. 5 Nov., 

1831 : broker; rtsidence, 

in Boston. Child, Otia, b. 

7 Dec., 1856. 
iii. Simon Clinton, b. 30 

March, 1832; d. 14 July, 

1834. 
iv. Lucy Ann, b, 30 Apr., 

1837: d. Jan. 1867; 
v. Frances Ellen b. 20 

Aug,. 1848; (?) m. Dec., 
23, 1879, Charles F. W. 
Smith; Child, Mary M., b. 

20 Feb., 1881. 
13. George Washington Priest, b. July 

IQ, 1806, a painter, who resided in 

i...owell, Mass; d. Feb., 1852: m. 
1st, 1830, Fanny, dau. of Lieut. 

John, and Emma Brooks, who was 

b, 9 August, 1 1.,08: d. 16 Jan .. 1832 

m. ind, 24 Dec., 1834, Re<tecca, 
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dau. of Abijah and Irene r Badger) 
Hutchins}'of Dan verse, Mass: she 

d. at Lowen, Mass, 6 May, 1846. 
m, 3d, 1847, Mrs. Mary S. (How­
ard) Smith. Children:-

A 10n in infancy. . . r., , .... - r 
George Fessenden, b. 8 June '38 
Rebekah Frances b, 29 March. 

1843: m. 17 Dec., 1873, Charles 
A. Fletcher of Middleboro. 
~·rederick H., b. 30 Mar., 1849. 

14, Rhoda Eveline, b. 19 Mar,, 1808; 
m; 1st, 26 Dec., 1850, Zachariah 
Robbins of Hillsborough; he d., 
6. F~b., 1856, aged 71 : m. 2nd 4 
Feb., 1861, Ammi Smith of Hills­
borough, who wasb.17 Aug., 1800. 
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JOSEPH K. PRIEST. 

In Joseph K. Priest ( see page 3ci), the 
inventive faculty predominated. He at­

tended the village school in winter, and 

when not at ·school worked for his father 

on the farm and in the blacksmith shop 

connected with it, until he wac; twenty­
one years of age ; he then started out for 

himself as a cabinet maker in the village 
of Hancock. N. H. He worked at his 

trade for six months when he secured a 

position with the Nashua Lock Co., at 

Nashua,~- H. This was in 1845, 'tnd 

he continued in the employ of this com­

pany as pattern maker until 1853, when 
he became foreman for Gillis & Taylor, a 

firm located at Nashua, and engaged m 
building the Howe Sewing Machine. 
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This position he gave up in 1855 to re­

turn to the Nashua Lock Co. as fore­

man of the Tool and Pattern Department, 

remaining in this position until 1858, re­

signing to accept a position as foreman, 

with Howe & Taylor, New York City. 

builders of the Howe sewing machine. 

In 1860, he accepted a contract with these 

people to build the Howe sewing ma­

chines in Nashua, where he established 

the plant which he operated until 1863: 

when the business was moved to Bridge­

port, Conn. Mr. Priest, ho,vever. remain­

ed at Nashua, where he \'\lent into busi­

ne11s for himself, as a Builder of l\f .i­

chine Tools: he continued in this busi­

ness until 1866: when he sold out. He at 

once fitted up a shop for building a pow­

er sheep shearing machine, the idea for 

which he had in mind when a hoy on the 

farm where they had considerable ;:!war­

ing with the old fnshiont-d hand shears. 
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In carrying out tht experimental work 

necessary for the developement of the 

sheep shearing machine the first Power 

Horse Clipping ~Iachine was evolved, 

and almost immediately sprang into such 

demand as to completely overshadow t~e 

sheep s½earing machine that he was 

to practically looi:ie si~ht of until it should 

come back as an important branch of his 

business as late as the year ViOO. The 

form of wool cuttt>rs, which ht designed 

at that time, 1,,·.-ns taken up and copied by 

English conce:·ns for the Australian mar­

ket, where th1·y are extensively; used .at 

the presE>nt time with very little, if any, 

practical change. In 1873, Mr. Priest in­
,·en~d and put upon the market the first 

Toil:.:-t Clipper for barbers' u:~e. A part­

nn~hip was forme<l for the purpose of 

buildin.J these difft'rt'nt inv(·ntions under 

name uf lb~ Ameri.·an Horse Clippin~ 
.Macr:ine Co., 0f \\'hich 1-fr. Prit':.;t was 
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Superintendent and one fourth owner ; 

two years later [1875], the same concern 
was incorporated under the name of the . 

American Shearer M'fg. Co. In 1882. 
Mr. Priest purchased the other interests 

· and in 1887 built and equipped the pres­

ent factory, which he ac-tivly managed un­

til 1891, when he was relieved of the ex-

. ecutive management by his son, which 

allowed him to devote hi-, time to work­
ing out of new improvments and inven-

tions, in which he is actively engaged, 

with a long list of patents granted for im­

provements and new designs of hair and 

wool cutters, flexible shafts and other 
practical devices. It may be added here 

that of the four sons of Daniel Priest, 

Joseph K. is thi:: only one with issue; 

see following sketch, 
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FRED. K. PRIEST. 

Before completing his course in the 

local High School, Fred. K. Priest (11ee 

page 30), was placed at a '_Commercial 

School in Boston in whkh studies he was 

interrupted by a severe attack of typhoid 

fever. It was during a rather protracted 
convalescense that ~he became interested 

in the study of medicine to the extent of 
being turned from a business career to 
take up the study of medicine at the Uni­
versity of New York, where he received 

the degree of l\J. D. in the class of 1882, 

although he passed the examination In 
the claas of 181, but being under twenty­

one he could not receive the de gr~e until 

the following ~ommencement. In the in-
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ten·al he pr..s~ecl a i;ucces!:!ful competitive 
examination for a poRition on th,~ staff of 

the Nn•; York Charity and 1\faternity 

Ho~pitals where he served in the differ­

ent positions of Assist:1nt and Hou,e Phy­

sician irnd Surgeon for eighteen months. 

For six months following thi"l period he 

was engaged in the special study of Pa­

thology under Prof. Wdsh, at Bellerne 

Labratory ; he then accepted the position 

of Assistant Resident Physician at the 

Riverside Hospital for contag,.ous dis­

~ase8 under the New York City Heaith 

Department. Upon the death of the Resi­
dent Physcian, Dr. A. R. Mott of ty­

phus fever, during the epidemic of May, 

1884, he was made Resident Physician 

which position he held until 1885, when 

he was detailed to fit up· and to open 

the Willard Parker, in East 16th Street, 

for contageous diseases of children. Im-



l'RJID, K, PkIEs·r. 47 
mediately folio" ing he \\ a~, ma Je Resi­

dent Physician with add tional charge of 

the Reception Hospital through which 

all cases of contageous dis~ases were dis­

tributed .to the other Health Dt>partment 

Ho5pitals. During his service at these 

hospitals he devoted a great deal oi tim~ 

to the study of scarlet fever and diphthe­

ria and in the treatment of the latter dis­

eaRe was one of the very tirst to take up 

O' Dwyer operation of intuba,ion in larn­
geal diphtheria and m1~:n:1raneous croop. 

His record of over one hundred opera­

tions was a remarkably goo~ one, 

In 1889 after six yearf.l o:ervice in hand­

ling the contageous diseases which .came 

under the care of the New York City 

Health Department, he resigned his posi­

to take up practice in Brooklyn. N. Y. 
where he wa3 located in 1,91, when he 

was called upon hy his father, :\1r. Joseph 
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K. Priest, to go to Naahua N. H .. to as­

sist him in the management of tht: busi­

ness he had worked so hard to establish 

and which he wished to continue to de­
velop. In the position of Treasure-r and 

Manager of the American Shearer Man­

ufacturiug Co., he ill now actively en­

gaged. 



LIEUT. COLONEL GEO. R. PRIEl1 

Lieut. Colonel George H. Priest enlisle< 
in Co. B., 6th Regt, lntantry June 5th. 

1885 as prh·ate, corporal, sergeant. Elec• 

ted 2nd Lieut., 20 Feb. 1888 ; elected Is 

Lieut., 3 No,·., 1890: elected CRptain d 

March, 1892. During his six years in thi1 

position, the company was among th, 

best in M. V. M.; Major 6th Regt. In• 
fantry, M. ,,.._ M. 4 March, 1898. 

Mustered into U. S. Service as Major 

6th Regt, Mass. U.S. V. at Camp Dew, 

ey, So. J<ramingham, May 1.3, 1898, an< 

sened with the Regt. during the Spenisl 
American war; Camp Alger, Va., anc 
with Gen. Miles rush expedition from 

Charleston, S. C. to Santiago, Cuba: the 

Regt , did not land, but went to Porto R.i· 
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co landing at .Guanica, thence to Yauco 

Ponce, Adjhuntas,Utuado, Arccibo and 

San Juan. Commanded garrison at Gu­

anica and Utuado. Mustered out Jan. 21 

1899, with Regt.; immedaitely reported 

for duty as Major in the 6th Re~t. M. 

V. M. ::\lay 12, 1899, he was elected 

Lieut. Colonel 6th Regt. receiving every 

vote cast, and was holding that position in 

1901. 

Mr. Prieat is a mfmber of Aurorn 

Lod1e F. & A. M. of which he was mar­

shal in 1892-'93-'94-'95 : he is also mem­

o{ Thomas Chapter, R.A. M., of which 

he was scribe in 1898-'oo-·01: a member 

ot Jerusalem Commandery K. T. of 
which he was Captain General in 1899 
1900-'91-: he was member of the Com­

mon Council at Fitchburg in 1897-'98; 

Merr;ber of the Board of Aldermen 1899, 

1900--'01--. President of Board of Alder-
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men 1900--'01--: He is al110 a member of 

Park Club. 

AVDJTI ONS FUR PAGR 33. 

All of Benj. '?riest's children are dead; 

Charles A., who was a lumber merchant 

in Fitchburg, Mass. died rP Sept., 1887. 

George H. Priest m-. 15 Nov. r 887, .Ma­
rian Louise Works, b. 28 May, 1865, and 

had Charles Edwin, born 4 I\lar., 11j89; 

2nd George Herbert Jr. b. IO Nov., 1893, 

3d Alan Reed, b. Jan. 31, 1898. 
Elizabeth A., b. 3oofDec. 1858 (not 

Dec. 12 as is elsewhere stated) sister of 

Lieut. ColoMI George H. Priest, married 

5 June, 1883,John Mather, who died in 

1895. Child1 Margaret, b. 30 Oct., 1884. 

ERRATTA PAGE 40. 

and line for Hutchins read Hutchinson. 
Seventh line tor Fessenden read Forester. 

George Forester Priest is a farmer at 
Danverse, Mass. 
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Jerome E. Priest, nurae, Albany, N. Y. 
Edwin Pri~st, Bath. N. Y. 
Danie! Priest, Clerk, ~- Y. C. & H. R. 
R. Co., Lansingburg, N. Y. 
Benard J. Priest, N'ewberg, N. Y. 
Sarah Priest, operator, Newberg, N. Y. 
Thomas Priest, Newburg, X. Y. 
Dennis Priest, Troy, died 3 Oct. 1893. 
Albert N. Priest, dentist, Utica, N. Y. 
James A. Priest, dentist, Utica. 
Charles H. Prie'lt, Springfield, Mass. 
George H. Priest, Springfield, Mass. 
James M. Priest, Springfield, Mass. 
Williamj H. Priest, Springfield, Mass. 
Frances W. Priest, 5th St., Newark. O. 
Curtis Priest, Newark. 0. 
Annie B. Priest, Newark, Ohio . 

. Rev. George Priest, Columbus, Ohio. 
Benjamin Priest, Statehouse, Columbus. 



OF 

JOSl~PH J>RIEST 
A!\l> 

WIFE MARY. 





JOSEPH AND MARY. 

John of Woburn and Rachel, his wife 

had Joi:eph, born in 1692 at Bare Hill, in 

Lane aster Mass, This Joseph married 

Mary [Willard?] and had ten children : 

In 1723, the names of Joseph, Gabriel 

and John Priest are on the tax roll of sixty 
persons in the Lancastrian portion of Har­
vard ; in 17 31 the same three Priests were 
among the .t..,ancastrian petitioners for I 1, 

430 acreti ofland "besides the mile west 

of the river." Joseph Priest sold his house 

standing on the hillside half way between 

the site of the John Priest garrison house 

and Bare Hill Pone, with eighty acres of 
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land in 1743. He was a petitioner as from 

Groton, in 1747 for a new township, the 

Lancastrian Joseph who signed petition 

-.,as Joseph, Jr. 

1. Joseph, b. 28 Nov., 1717; d. May 

17 1798 at Barrett's House, Lancas­

ter: married Elizabeth---d. at 

a house of Aaron Johnson March 25 

1798. Children ; 

Benjamin 1:>. ,2 Dec.., 1738, m. 

:aoJan.,· 1761 Hannah John­

son; daugh. of Dole and 'Han­

nah Johnson, b. 2 Nov.1739: 
owned the church covenant 

30 Oct., 1763. Children:-

_(a) JoHN, [see Rindge, N. 

H. branch] bapt, 8 Oc­

tober, 1763; same date 

(b) Benjamin bapt. 

( c) Oliver Johnson, bapt. 

4 Dec. 1768. 
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(d) S Hannah, l baptized 
l Sarah, 5 
26 Nov. 1769. Sarah 
m. Joseph Wyman in 
1786. 

(e) Meribah bapt. 5 Jan. 

1772. 
(f) Joel bapt 25 Feb. 1776. 
(g) Solomon bapt. in Sher­

ley, Dec. 28 1777. d. 

-Dec, 1777. 
(hFSolomon, bapt. Dec., 

31 1778, at home dan­
gerously sick ; d. Jan. 

4, 1 779· 
ii. tusanna b. 8 Oct. 1740; · m. 

I July 1764 Joseph RueA. 
iii. Abigail, b. 7 Feb., 1742-3, m. 

21 March 1771 Jacob Zweir. 
She died Dec., 1820: he died 
Apr. 25, 1842, a11:ed 03, Jacob 
Jr, of Lancaster and Fanny 
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Adams of Groton enter their 

intentioas uf marriage I Sept. 

1 , 1804. No record found of 
their marriage, but a record 

says in 1830, Miss Fanny 

Adams married Joseph Rice. 

In Rev. Timothy Harrington's 

records of baptisms into the First 

Church Dec. 8, 1754 is the follow­

ing. "Joseph 11.nd Betty Prie11t ye 
parents, a,d Benjamin, Susanna, 

Abigail, Joseph, Sarah, Eleazer, 

John, the children." 

Benjamin v·as stationed under 

Capt. Thomas Farrington, ofGro­

ton at Crown Point in Conquest of 

Canada, 17~2. 

2. Benjamin b. 23 Mar., 1719 d 25 
April, 1738. 

3. Mary, b. 23 Mar., 17i1; d. 16 July 

1737. 
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4. Sus~nnah b, 22 Mar., 1723: d. 9 

Apr., ·1737. 

5. Eleazer b. 23 Aug., 1726. Captur­

ed by Indians. In 1746, he was 
with his father in Groton, Several . 
Groton families had a few years pre-

vious bP.come settlers of "No. 4," a 

township 6 milee square with its · 
northern boun,!ary in the upper part 

of the present towmhip of Charles­

town, N. H, Capt. Phineas Ste­
vens, a native of Sudbury, who in 

!>oyhood had been cap~ured by Indi­

ans, was an early settler of No. 4. 

The to•,rn. in its infancy, was protec­

ted by his intrapidity. He received 

several commi!;:siona from Gen. Shir­
ley, and rendert!c important services 

in protecting the frontiers. When 

Charlestown was abandoned by the 
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inhabitants Gen. Stenris was order­

ed to occupy the fort with thirty men 

(One account says sixty men,) and 

Eleazar Priest was one of them. 

When the French and Indians 
learned of the sh'ortness of their sup­

plies they commanded Capt. Ste­

vens to surrender. "My men are 

not afraid to die" was his only reply. 
But the weather was cold and the 

fuel in the fort was exhausted. Vol­

unteers were called for to procure it 

some six(r rnds away. Eight men 
responded. Among them Charles, 

son ot Capt. S:t>ven&, Nathaniel An­

dros, and Eleazar Priest. Twenty 

Indians ;with snow shoes swooped 
on the snow-3hoeless volunteers. An­

dros was wounded, Eleazar Priest ta­

ken prisoner, and the son o( Capt. 



JOSEPH ANl> MARY. 7 

Stevens was killed: the Indians then 

went leirnrely away arriving at Mon­
treal, March 29 with one scalp and 

one prisoner. 
The French were strongly allied in 

those days with the Indians and an­
nounced their claim11 by nailing to 

the tree& and sinking in the earth 
leaden plates bearing the arms of 

France. They held a strong line of 
posts from the St Lawr,..oce to the 

rr.outh of the Mississippi. The Span­

i!1h war of 1739 had merged into the 

King George's war. which ended the 

year following Eleazar Priest's cap­

ture. The capture of Louisburg sit­

uated on the Island of Cape Breton, 

from the French by the Engli11h was 
the most important event of the 
war, as it commanded the entrance 
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of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Elea­

zar Priest was brought t:> Loui!Sburg 

in the French Frigate to be sent to 
his home 

[ FROM )'IAS/1, ARCHIVES] 

1749. the Petition of William Law­

rence of Groton in the county of 
middx In behalf ot Joseph Prest of 
sd Groton Husbandman, humbly 
shew that Eleazar Prest son to the 
said Joseph was in the Sarvis ot 
this province at no 4 in the month 
of march 1~7 & was tentoute by 
by his officer a littel way fn.mm 
the fourt to Gitt wood where En­
nemy mad~ an attat upon him and 
others and Kild one Char ls Stevens 
and.took the sd Eleazar Prisoner 
and carried him to Cannada: 
where he waR Detained in prison 
until sum time in august following 
and then was sent for new england 
and on his pasige wastackensick--
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and Laft at Lue~burg where he 
Dyed aboute the midel of Septem­
ber wharefore yr Petitioner Prays 
that there may be a Just and Eq­
uetable Consideration made to the 
sd Joseph for his sd sons Eleazers 
Loss of time and suffering whilst 
In Captivety as your your Ex y • 
and and honors shall see meet and 
your Petitioner as In Duty shall 
Ever Pray 

WILLU.M LAWRSNCE, 

ln behalf of Jos. Prest 

Read & Ordered that there be 
allowed and paid out of the 
public Treasury to the Petition­
er for the use of the said Joseph 
Priest the Sum of Eight 
Pounds Eighteen shillings & a 
penny in Consideration of the 
Loss of his said sons time & 
suffering above mentioned. The 
said Joseph to be accountable 
to the Judge of Prob't for the 
C9unty of Middlesex in Case 



IO JOSEPH AND MARY. 

any Debts do now or may here 
after appear due fre>m the said 
Elea?.er. 

6. Tabitha b. 5 ~ov., 1728 ;cl 28 Apr., 

1759· 
7. Bathsheb&h b. 1 Mar., 1731: d. 17 

Sept.. 1759. 

8. Dorothy, b. II Oct., 1733; m. 2 

Aug., 1753, at Stow Jo11eph Mof-

fatt of "Ipswich Canada." * 
9. Betty, b. 14 Apr,. 1736, d. 30 Apr. 

1775. Betty, Tabitha and Mary 

ownect the 1st Church covenant, 

19 Dec .. 1756. 

Io. John b. 13 May. 17 38. 
Dr. Samuel A. Green's Groton Historical 

Series has the following record. 

Married 5 July , 1737 Joseph Priest Jr, 

of Harvard and Elizabeth Atkinson of 

Groton. 

• In my researches, I have found but 
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one other instance of a Moffatt marrying 

into the Priest family. William Moffatt 

setled in the west part of w"inchendon, 

Maes, in 1753, his name and that of hi1 
brother John are signed to the petition to 

the governor-in-chief of his Majesty's 

provim:e, etc., dated June 7th 1755, for 

protection from Indian8. William Moffatt 

· June 6, 1766 married Mary Priest in 

Winchendon. In Dec. 1779 there is a 

record of the town for hauling and chop­

ping wood for Wm. Moffatt's wife and 
later for things delivered to Mn. Moffatt 

and from this we infer that she was a 

widow for there is no further account of 

Wm. Moffatt. He had an extended mil­

itary record and· it is supposed that he d. 

in senice. Nor do we learn from history 

what became of hie1 widow Rncl children 

except that one was drowned. The Mof­

fatts, who married into the Priest family 
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were of Scotch de1cent. 

At least two Moff atts in the ~arly history 

of our country had estates confiscated by 

the EngliRh for Americanism. The Mof­

f'atts of Scotland, are of dii1tingished ori­

gin. Robert, born at Inverkeithing, went 

to South Africa as a missionary in 1817, 
and passed nearly sixty years success­

ful labor amoni the Bechuanas and other 

barbarous tribes into whose language he 
translated portions ofthe Bible. He pub­

lished, in 184::a, a History of Missionary 
work in South Africa. A testimonial of 

£5,800 was presented him in r873, in 

recognition of his labors. The wife of Dr, 

Livingston, the celebrated E'xplorer was 

Mr. Moffatt's daughter, who died in 186s. 

The town ofMoffatt, Scotiand, is in the 

County of Dumfries and fifty miles from 
Bdingburg. There is the famous Moffatt 

well and famou!I ruins. 
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MARY PRIEST, Sa. 

Mary, seventh child of John Pries~ of 

Woburn, was born on Bart' Hill, Lancas­

ter, Mass.; on March 2c. s720, married 

John Nichols and resided near her broth­

er John on Bare Hi_ll. John Nichols sold 

his Harvard estate -to Jonathan Hn1ghton 

and removed to the neighborhood of 

Fort Pond in Lancaster. 1\ourse mys he 
had built upon this land but no clue to 

the 1ite of the home is known. He cied 

in Lancaster, June ? 1783 aged 85 year, 

1 1 John b.--: m. Mercey Warner 

Nov. 8. , 1750, She died Jan. 21 

1763. Hem. 2nd Silence Stow ot 

Townsend 2fi April, 1764. 

i. Mary b. 28 Oct. t753, 

ii. John~- 19 May, 1756. 

iii. Mercy b. 6 Oct. 1758, 

iv. Anna bapt 15 Nov., 1761· 
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v. Leafy, bapt. 12 Feb., 1764, 

vi. Levi, bapt. 9 Nov.5 1766. 

2. Levi b. ---:m. Elizabeth Saw-

yer, 29 Nov. 1759. 
i. Mary b. 4 May, 1761, 

ii. Elizabeth b. i9 May, 1763. 
iii. Eunice b. 29 Nw,. 1765. 

iv. Levi, b. 30 Oct. 1767. 
v. Luke. b. 310:::t.. 175~. 

v1. Sara~, b. 17 July, t771. 

3. Daniel b.--: m. 9 Dec., 1767, 
Mary Jewett. 

4 Abigail, b, 5 March, 1733: m. Eb­
enezer Hills ot Swanzea. Oct. 9, 

1762. 
In Rev. Timothy Harrington's records 

of baptisms in Lancaster for 1763 is the 

following. "Baptized Oct 23 John Nich­

ols, ye Father and Joseph, Martha, Sus­

anna, Elizabeth." 
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RINDGE BRANCH 

OlT THE 

PRIEST FAMILY. 

Contributed by E. Mabel Langford. 
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••••••••••••••••• 
JoHN, of Woburn, 
JOSEPH, b. 1692. 
JOSEPH, b. 1717. 
BENJAMIN, b. 1738. 
JOHN, b. 1761, moved to 
Rindge, N. H., 1785, 

••••••••••••••••• 



CHILDREN OF JOHN PRIEST AND 
REBECCA (GIBSON) PRIEST. 

John Priest was born in 1761, died 12 
Apr., 1830. Rebecca Gibson was born 
in 1765, and diedJune Jo., 1814. They 
were married in 1785. Their children 
were:-

1. John Fox Priest, b. May 31, 1786; 
d. July 12, 1846; m. Sept. 9, 1810, 
Catherine Brewer Mareau, b. July 21, 
1794; d. May 12, 1855, Issue :-

1. Sarah Ann, b. Oct. 2:, 181I; d. 
Dec. 25, 1896; m. ·Feb. 9, 1834, 
John W. Hall, b. July 23, 1807; 
d. Aug-, 1887. Issue:-
a. Sarah A., b. Jan. 9, 1836. 
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b. Ellen Catherine. b. Jan. 26, 

1840; m. George R. Clark, 

Oct. 17, 1865 ; he was b. 1839. 

Issue:-

(1). Lillian, b. Oct. 30, '68; 
m. Apr. 15, 1896, Edw. 

C. Wade. 

c. Addie Matilda, b. Oct. 14, '44, 
m. Oct. 14, 1873, L. Cushing 

Kimball, b. Feb. 16, 1843. 
Issue:-

(1). Addie, b. Aug. 28, '74. 

(2). L. Cushing, b. Jan. 12, 

1876. 
(3). Henry H., b. Aug. 18, 

1878. 

(4). Clarence Blake, b. June 
23, 1884. 

d. Edward, died young. 

e. Annie, b. Sept. -, 1849; d. 

March-, 1853. 
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2. JohnLothrop, b. Aug. 21, 1813; m. 
May 2, '39, Caroline Dodd, b. -

d. Dec. 21, 1889. Issue:-

a. Caroline Augusta, b. Feb. 
II, 1840. 

h. John Dodd, b. March 28, 

1842; d. June 22, 1864; 
wounded at Salem Church, 
Va. 

c. Henry Lothrop, b. Nov. 6, 
1844. . 

d. James Edward. b. Sept. I, 

1846; d. Feb. 17, 1894. 
e. Frank Perkins, b. March 

IO, 1849. 
f. George Wm., b. Oct. 12, 

1851; d. May 28, 1890. 
g. Herbert Gibson, b. Jan. 29, 

1854. 
h. Walter Ashley, b. Jurie 3, 
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1856; m. June 8, 1892, 
Susie Winkler. Issue:-

, 1 ). John Lothrop, b. 

March 22, 1893. 

( 2). Margaret Louise, 

b. Sept. 14, '95; 
d. Nov. 7, 1895. 

i. Allan, b. July 3, 1859: d. 
May 12, 186o. 

3. Wm. Edw., b. Nov. 3, 1814; d. 

Jan. 24, 1815. 
4. Wm. Edw., h. Oct. 17, 1816; d. 

July 19, 1854; m. Harriet Curtis, 

May 15, 1845 ; b. Sept. - 1824; 
d. March 22, 1853. Issue :-

a. Emma S., b. June, - '49; 
d. Sept. 13, 1854. 

b. Wm. C., b. Feb. 10, 1852, 

d. Oct. 25, 1854. 

5. Chas. Henry, b. Sept. 31 1818; d. 

July 24, 1854; m. Feb. 4, 1847, 
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Mary Rowe, b. --! 1824, d. 23 
Sept., 1853. Issue:-

a. Henry Augustus, b. Apr. 
18, 1848, m. Sept. 9, '71, 

Helen Marion Leslie, b. 

Aug. 27, 1848. Issue:-

\1). Harry Dana, b. 30 

Nov. '73; m. 22 
Mar. '97, Bessie 
May Newman 
Brown, b, Dec. 

26, 1874. 

b. John Fox, b. Nov. 23, '50, 
m. Dec. 21, '81, Ida Ge­

row Travis, b. St. Johns, 

N. B., Jan. I, 1857. 
6. Catherine Brewer, b. Sept. II, '20, 

d. Sept. 1, r892; m. Dec, 9, 1841, 
S. Hammond Gibbens, b. July 27, 
1814, d. Feb, 12, 1875. Issue:-
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a. Fred K. Hammond. b.Jan. 

27, '43 ; m. Oct. 29. '84, 
Mrs. Isabel Connelly 

Sanforq, b. Dec. 25, 148. 
7. Adeline Eliz., b. July 25, 1822, d. 

Apr. 13, r823. 
8_. George Augustus, b, July 25, 1824, 

d. Oct. x. 1887 ; m. Oct. 16, 1856, 

Caroline E. Pratt, b. Feb. 15. '33, 

d. Jan. 1, 1896. Issue:-

a. Fred'k Augustus. b. June 

17, 1857, d. Jan., 1859. 
b. Frank Kingsbury, b. June 

11 1861. 

9. Eliz. Tucker, b. Sept. 21, t826, d. 
Nov. 6, 1832. 

10 Adeline Matildai b. July 25, 1828, 

d. Oct. 13, 1888, m. June 3, 1858, 
Wm. H. Lewis, b. Oct. 20, 1830. 

Issue:-

a. Wm. Bertram, b. May 30, 
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'59, m. Fannie E. Christian 

b. July I I , 1858, Virginia. 

No issue. 

b. Alfred Edwin, b. Sept. 3 
163, m. Feb. 18, '91, Adah 

Marie Whipple, b. March 

8, 1864. No issue. 

c. Ada Maud, b. Sept. 3, 1867. 

11. Ellen Mareau, b. Oct. 14, 1830; m 

1st, June 8, 1854, Franklin Kings­

bury, b. Oct. 29, d. Apr. 27, 1860. 

Issue:-

a. Edward Reynalds, b. March 

7, 1855; m. May 23, 1881. 
Mary Allyne Clarke, b. 8 

Oct., 1856. Issue:-

(1. \ Maurice Dunlevie. 

b. Oct. 26, 1882, 

m. 2nd, Nov. 20, '67, John T. 

Langford, b. Feb. 8, 1842. Issue : 

a. Eller. Mabel, b. June 10, 169. 
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b. William Priest. b. Sept. 7 • 
. 1870, d. July 15, 1881. 

12. Eliz. Tucker, b. Dec. 25. 1832. <l. 

Aug. 26, 1836. 

13. Joseph Stevens Buckminster, b. 29 

June, 1836. d. March 12, 1864. 

II. Josiah Priest, b. Feb. 14, 1788, d. 
Apr. 27, 1850, m. Lydia R. Heywood. 
Issue:-

1. Jonas H., b. Apr. 27. 1817, d. -­
m. Eunice Durant.. .Is~ue:-

a. Emily Dauent, b. Aug. 19, 

1851, m. Geo. D. Milne. 
Issue:-

( 1. ) Alexander. 
(2.) William. 

(3.) Eunice. 
(4.) Douglas. 

b. Mary..! b. Ja,n__. II, 1857, m. 
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Warren K. Blodgett. :No 

issue. 

c. William H., died in infancy. 

2. Mary, b. March 22, '82, d. Dec. 18, 
1893, at Fitchburg; m. Merrick 

Felton. 

3. Lydia, b. April 30, '19, d. -- • m. 

Frederick W. Hudson. Issue:-

a. Frederick H., b. July 13, '41. 
b. Jonas P., b. Aug. 2 ;, '54; d. 

Aug. 12, 1856. 

c. Chas. E., b. June 12, 1856; 

d. ---; m. 1st, Fanny 

Ennis; d. 5 Feb., 1887: m. 
2nd, Kate Cushing; d. 25 

Dec., 1889. 
!~sue:-

(1.) Emily L. 

III. Abraham Gibson Priest, b. July 10, 

1791. At the request of his maternal 
uncle, his name was changed to Abraham 
Priest Gibson. He was American Consul 
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at St. Petersburg for thirty years ; was 

unmarried; died in London. 

IV. Warham Priest, b. May 26, 1793; 

d. July 27, 18~2; m. his cousin Esther 

Fox Gibson, b. Jan. 14, 1799; d. Feb. 9, 

1869. Issue:-

1. John. 

2. \Varham. 

3. Warham. 

4. Esther. 

5. Esther. 
6. Abigail Pope Gibson, b. Nov. 10 1 

1818; m. Mason Morse, born at 

Francestown, Nov. 17, '13. Issue: 

a. Mason W., b. Jan. 14, 1841; 
m. Cleone G. Baxter. No 

issue. 

b. Albert H., b. Apr. 16, 1843; 

m. Ella Frost. Issue :-
( x.) Mabel F., b.June4, 
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1870; rr.. '\Valler 
B. Herrick, Jan. 
16, 1889 

( 2.) Son died in infancy. 
(3.) Albert H. Jr., b. 29 

Sept. 1874, m. Ada 
Stranah:\n. Issue:­
( a.) Ethel, b. Jan. 

2:2, 1898. 
c. Ellen Augusta, b. Dec. 31, 

1844 ; died young. 
d. Ada Maria, b. Jan. 16, 1848; 

m. Thomas E. Bixby, 27 
April, 1871. Issue.-
( 1.) Thomas Ed. b. Nov. 

16, 1872; m. June 17, 
1896, : M ~rtha Wood­
bury, and had Edith, 
b. June 14, 1889. 

(2.) Levi Mason, b. Dec 

29, 1877. 
(3.) Emma Frances, b. 

Sept. 20. 1879. 
e. Mark Morse, b. July 6, 
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1880; d. in infancy. 

f. Ella Frances, h. Sept. 8, 
1852; died young. 

g. Lillian Gibson, b. May 20, 

1858: d. young. 
V. Rebecca Priest, b. May 15, 17951 

d. at Lunenburg, Jan. II, 1872: m. May 
26, f814, Lincoln Heywood, b. at ;Lunen­
burg, Apr. 29, 1791; d. Oct. 30, 1867. 
Issue,-

•· John, b. March 15, 1815; d. April 
9, 1864; m. Eliz. Thomas, March 
24, 1846. Issue :-

a. Addie E., b. Nov. 28, 1849; 
m. A. Nichols, 1872. 

2. Abigail. b. Sept. 25, 1816: rl. in 
Kansaa, Sept. 26, '79 ; m. Horatio 
N. Welch, Oct. 27, 1836. Issue:­

•· Chas. F. Welch, b. Aug. 24, 
1838; m. Apr. 13, '73, Dor­
othea Groshe r. Issue :-

( 1.) Minnie M., b. Oct. 19, 
1874. 

( 2.) Grace H., b. Oct. 21 
1881. 
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3. Humphrey Barrett, b. Jan. 27 1 1818; 

d, Apr. 9, '83; m. Theoda Bartlett, 
May 37, 1844. Issue:-
a. Albert Lincoln, b. 33 Apr., '45; 

d. at Fort Gregg, Va., Nov. 
8, 1864. 

b. Helen Miranda, August, 131 
1~47; d. Dec. ·17, 1878; m. 
Herbert C. Houghton, Nov., 

1, 1877. 

c. George, b. Jan. S, '52; d. Nov, 
17, 1864. 

4. Miranda Priest, b. Nov. 5, 1819; 
m. A. P. Ford, Feb. 25, 1849; d' 
Feb. 16, 1868. Issue:-, 

a. Ella M. Ford, b. Feb. 9, '51; 
d. Jan. 11, 1861. 

5. George, b. Oct. 2 1 1821; d. Dec., 
28, 1850; m, Mary Welch, Nov. 
26, 1846. Issue.-

a. Mary Heywood, b. Nov, 8, 
1850. 

b, George Lincoln, b. Apr. S, '54; 
6. Adeline Rliz., b. March 26, 1821. 



16 THE P RIES1. FAMILY. 

d. Sept. 27. 1885 ; m. Leander W 

Conant, June 8, 1843. Issue:-

a. Alonzo H., b. Feb. 28, 1848 

b. WiJJiam L., b. July 20, 1858 ; 

d, Aug. 31, 1858. 
7. Mary Ann, b. Apr. 27, '26; d. Feb. 

4, 1848; m. A. P. Ford, Apr. 23, 
1846. 

8. Chas. Lincoln, b. Apr. 17, 1828; d. 
June 23, 1883; m. Ann 'F. Taylor, 
Nov. 25, 1857. 

9, Sarah R .• b .• Nov. 16, 1830; m, 
Andrew Goodrich. July 4, 1853.­
a. Fannie M,. b. July 71 1854; m, 

T. W. Woolredg~, Jan. 2, '75. 
(I) Walter E., b. Sept. 28, 

1883. 
b. Nellie F. b. 9 May, 1860; m. 

9 May 1882, Geo. W. Page; 
Fred W., b. Aug, 30'83.d, 
Bessie h. 9 Mar. 1886. 
Evelyn;G .. b. 9 May 1893. 

· Chester W, b. 7 Feb,,1896, 
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(t) Fred W. b. 3c 
Aug., '83, d. Il 
Feb., 1885. 

( 2) Bessie, b. Mard 

9, 1886. 
(3) Evelyn, b. May 

7, 1893. 
(4) Chester W., b. 

Feb. 7, 1896. 
VI. Dole Johnson Priest, b. Apr. 26, 

1796, died young. 
VII. Joel Priest, b. Ridge, May 11, 

1799, d. Boston, Apt. 26, 1848; m. 1st 
wife, Oct. :i6, 1824, Maria Dutch, who d. 

May 23, 1825; 2nd wife, July 30, 1823, 
Miriam White Stedman. Eight children, 
born in Boston. 

1. Joel Henry, b. June 21, 1829, d. 27 
Aug., 1873; m. twice, 1st wife 19 

ju1y, 1853, Catherine Kuhn; 2nd 
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Apr. 29, 1866, Minnie Walker. 

2. Josiah Stedman, b. July 14, 1831, d. 

March 31, 1890, unmarried. 
3. Albert Wallace, b. Nov. 4, 1833, m. 

Aug~ 30, 1865, Louise Drew; d. 
Dec. 7, 1881. 

4. George, b. Jan. 26, 1837, c. March 

8, 1838. 
5. Elvina, b. Jan. 18, 1839, d. Oct. 14, 

1844. 
6. Georgiana, b. March 7, 1841, d. 26 

Aug., 1882; m. Sept. 4, 1861, 
Charles A. Hovey, b. June 19, 
1844. Had three children, viz:-

(a) Justine DePeyster, b. -, 
d.young. 

(b) Miriam, b. -, m. Rev. J. 

Coleman Adams, and had 

Justine, John and Miriam. 

7. Alonzo, b. Sept, 4, 1843, m. May 
23, 1873; m. Hannah M. Wilson, 
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and had six children, viz:-
(a) Arthur Wilson, b. Oct. 22, 

1874. 
(b) Miriam, b. Oct. 26, 1876, d. 

Jan. 14, 1879. 
( c) Florence, b. July 20, 1878. 
(d) Catherine, b. June 23, 1881. 
(e) Daisy, b. June 23, 1881, d. 

June 28, 1881. 
(f) Georgiana, b. Sept. 20, 1885. 

8. Walter, b. Apr. 2, 1846; m. Isabel 
Chisholm,-, 1889. 

VIII. Miranda Priest, b. Rindge, June 
16, 18o2; d in Boston, March II, 1869; 
m. May II, 1826, Abraham G. Wyman, 
b. Walpole, N. H., Aug. 5, 18o1, d. in 
Roston, June 24, 1868. Five children, born 
in Boston. 

I. George Henry, b. Apr. 10, 1827, d. 
Apr. 13, 1893; m. Ist wife, Feb. 
7, 1853, Sarah E. Haskell, who d 
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Jan. 25, 1857; m., for 2nJ wife, 

Almira Tucker, Apr. J,;, 1860, 
and had three children, born· in 

Bos-ton. Issue:--

(a) Harry Haskell, b. Jan. II, 

1861, m. Minnie Gaines of 

Cleveland, Ohio, June 2, 

1886, and had Mildred, b. 

Feb. 3, 1887. 

· (b) Sarah Alice and Maria, b. 
Oct. 27, 1864. Maria d. at 

birth. 

2. Maria Priest, b. Dec. 5, 1828, d. 

Aug. 23, 1891; m. Nov. 17, 1853, 
Joseph B. Heard, who d. Nov. 2r, 

1857. 

3. Abraham Gibson, b Sept. 24, r830; 

m., 1st wife, Adelaide Lovell, and 

had two children; 2nd wif~. Abby 

A. Phipps of Boston, Se:·. ; . 1873. 
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(a) Walter Henry, b. March, 
1860; m., ISt wife, Letitia 

Campbell of New York, who 

d.July 5, 1897, and had six 
children, born in New York. 
1. Evelyn Amelia, b. Sept. 

28, 1884. 

2. Edith Caroline, b. Aug. 5, 
1886. 

3. Harold Lansing, b. Sept. 

11 1887. 
4. Ernest Leslie, b. :Sov. 30, 

1889, d. Aug. 6, 1894. 
5. Gladys Campbell, b. Oct. 

15, 1894. 
6. Hubert Towle, b. March 

2, 1897. 
The 2nd wife of Walter Hen­

ry was Adella Robinson, m. 

Aug 17, 1898. 
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(b) Evelyn, b. Sept. 15, 1865, m. 

George Napier fowle, Oct, 

15, 1890. 

4. Caroline Elizabeth, b. Feb. 4, 1834. 
5. Charles Francis, b. May 16, 1836. 

m., ut wife, Aug. 4, 1859, Marga­
ret D. Eaton of Boston, who d. May 
4, 187 4. rhey had 
(a) George Pierce, died at birth, 

May 4, 1874. 
2nd wife, Helen K. Bullard of Cam­

bridge, and had three :::iii lre:-i, 

born at Cambridge .. 

{a) Allen Storer, b, Nov. 3, 1377, 
d. Dec. 23, 1878. 

{b) Arthur Dickinson, b . . -~.)V, I, 

1879. 
(c) Florence \fay, b. Sept. 5, 1331. 

Charles Francis Ny.nan is, and has 
been for several years, Vice Consul 
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to Russia for the New England 

States. 

IX. Stillman Gibson, b. Rindg.t:, 

Dec. 18, 1807, d. Nov. 7, 1851; m. May 

2, 1832, Eveline Cannon of Nantucket; 

had three children. 
1. George Stillman; b, in Boston, Mar. 

31, 1833, m. twice, 1st wife May, 
E. Whitmarsh, and had:-

( a) Arthur Edward, b. in Boston, 

May 2, 1:868. 
(b) Alice; b. in Boston, d. young. 

Hem. 2nd, Anna S.' Sa'.fford, Jnne 

22, 1876.' 
X. Fanny, b. Rindge Jane 1:2, 1809, 

m. Dr. Woolcott Chaadler ~of Na:tick, 
Mass., and had four children. 

1. Nancy White, b. -, d. -. 

2. Charles Wolcott, b.-, d.-, 

m. Martha --, and had :-
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(a) Gertrude. 
3. Fanny, m. C. B. Houghton, had 

(a) May, b. --

4· Ella. 
XI. Jonas Heywood b. in Lunenburg, 

July, 6, 1812, d. in Waltham 20 May, 

1886; m. 1st Jan. 23, 1843, Miranda Ed­
gartonof Shirley; 2nd 17 Jan'y., 1855, 
LauraB. Thorpe, _of NewYork. Issue:-

1. Herman Edgarton, b. in Waltham, 
Oct. 20, 1844, m. Oct. 19, 1 S72, 

Ella Grace Gillett, b. June ]. 1351· 
and had:-

(a) George Heywood,!, .. hy 16, 

1877. 
2. -Priest, b. 13-46, d. you.1k 
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Since the preceding rage was printed 
the following fuller reconl ot Fanny. the 

daughter of John .and Rebecca Priest has 
been received :-

Fanny Priest, b. at Rindge, 12 June, 

1809; d. 24.Feb. 1890; m. 2 March, 1830 
Wolcott Charles Chandler, .M. D., of 

Natick, Mass. ,f hey had four children: 

1. Nancy White -.Clwadler, b. 30 
March, 1831 ;-d. in Natick, 

.28 Aug., UW3. 
2. Charles Wolcott, b .. 6 tA.pr., '34; 

d •. in San Fr.auclSOQi-6 May 

1867; m •. 6 Ju,ly.~54, Mar­
tha(l\Ianson) Crehore; 

la) Gertrude, b. 2 Apr., 

'55; m. ·-Catton; 
2nd Elbridge Dur­
brew. r WO child­

ren b:,' first marriage 
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Charles W. born 

26 Jan,, 1875. 

Ross Lewis, bl)m 

25 Dec., 1877. 
Both sons took the 
name of Durbrew. 

3. Fanny Maria b. 20 Oct., 1835: 
m. 6 !'ilov., 186o, Cornelius 
Biggs Houghton of Benicia, 
California; one child, b, at 
Benicia. May, b. 6 Nov., '63. 

d. 30 Jan. 1874. 
4. Ella Priest. b. in South Natick, 

Sept. 1847. d. 23 A.·1-I., d4-9. 



ADDITIONS. 

The following additions and correc­
tions have been furnished from various 

sources. 
Page 3. Mareau should be Marean. 

After R_ebecca (Gibson) Priest 
first wife of John Priest died, 
June 30, 1814, he remarried, 
Nov. 15, 1815, Phebe (Aller­
ton Sherman, and '1ad two 
daughters, one of whom died 

young. The second d_aughter, 
Abigail, b. in 1819, m. Luke 
Carter of Leominster, and had 
twelve children. 

Page 4. The first four child1en of Addie 
Matilda were bom in Boston. 

l'rge 5. Caroline Dodd Priest, b. Oct. 
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S, x8d. JJ:1:1 ;) ylJ ?ri~qt ·.vas 

a Lieutcna.it in the ci·it .v.1r. 

Page 8. Frei ~-la n n~nd Prie;;~ :1.u 
lived in .New York for ;n_uy 

years. 
One rep.lrt gives tile birth o( · 

Caroline E. Pratt as 1832. 
Page 9. .lt"ranklin KinJsiury, b. 18J9. 

Reynalds usually given Rey­
· nolds. 

Page· 10. Josiah was born at Rindge; 
Gibson record says he died at 

l:,uneaburg;Oct. 7, 1861. His 
marriage to· · Lydia Ripley 

Heywood took place ·-t:lrch30, 

18x5. Their son, J 11 n r--1., 
was born in j alfrey, . , t r~si­

ded later in B:ntn; ~ ,in. x5, 

1847, he rnarrie:l E-.ini-;~ Du-

rant ofth:itcity, w:n Ld 21 
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Dec., 1872. Their three child­
ren were born in Boston. Th11 
Gibson Record calls their first 

child Emily Campbell instea::l 
of Durant. Her husband, Geo. 
D. Milne, was from Scotland. 
Their childrt.!:;' births not giv­
en on page 12 are as follows :­
Alexander, b, Sept. 25, 1883. 
William D., b. June 16, 1885 
Eunice Campbell, b. Nov. II, 

1890, 
Douglas Duncan, b. July 13. 
1892. 

Page u. Lydia Ripley Priest d. Feb. 9, 
1899. Her marriage to ·Mr. 
Hudson of Leomister took 

place May 3, 1842, and Fred 
H. was born in 1847, which is 

a correction of date given on 
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pag~ r I. The marria,:e of 
Charles E. to his first wife 

Fanny took place Feb. 5, 1837. 
She was born Sept. 14, 186o. 
They had Emily L., b. Oct. 

u, 1834. His second mar­
riage to Catherine Cushing 

took place Dec. 25, 18~9. She 
was born Sept. 5, 1862. 
It is claimed that there was a 
child of John and Rebecca 
Priest named Rebecca, born 
between the births of Joseph 
and ~:t>raham Gibson. 

Page u. The five children of Warham 
Priest born in Boston died in 

infancy. The surviving child, 
Abigail Pope Gibson Priest 
m. :\faao::i ·\{orse of Fr.inces­

town, N. H., Nov. 17, 1339. 
Page 13. ~abel Frost Morse m. 16 Jan., 
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1889, Walter B. Herrick. 

Thomas E. Morse.m. June 17, 
1896, Martha Woodbury, an·d 

had Edith, b. 14 June, 1889. 

Page 14. John Priest died in Brattle­
borough, Vt., Apr. 9, 186f. · 
The children of Horatio N. 

-;_Welch and Abigail Hayward 
·were Chas. F; Welch of Den­
ver, Col.," b: 1838; ni. ·Apr. 
~3, 1873, Dorothea L. Crow­
sher, and had :-
(a) Minnie M., b. October 19, 

1874 .. , 

(b) Grace H., b. i1 Oc~ober, 
1881. . 

Page i5. Ella M. Ford d. Jan. 11, 1864. 
The first child of George ·and 
Mary Welsh, b. July 13, ·1848. 
was ·named Mary Welsh after 
he1 mother; probably died so61; 
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after. The third chil.:i, Geo. 
Lincoln, died young. 

Page 16. Mary \.nn Welsh m. 211 :\pr., 
1846, as first wife of \. ?. Ford 
mentioned on page 15. 

Page 17, (4) Chester W., b. Feb. 7, 
1896. 

~ 

THE GIBSON ANCESTRY. 

The ancestry of the Gibsons, who be­
came connected with~the Priest family by 
marriage in 1776 is here given. 

WHEELER, 

Isaac Wheeler m. May 5, 1673, Eliza­
beth Chamberlain. 

Thomas Wheeler married Ruth Wood ; 
was appointed Lieutenant Oct. 12, 1~ 

(see Colonial Records, vol. 4, 2nd p 439) 
appointed Captain ofand froop of Horse, 
Middlesex County, May 31, 1671. 
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DAns. 

Lolor Davis m. in 1';,, i'\fargery Will­
anl, daughter of .F.ichan.l Willard, and 

was the English pioneer in Arr,erica in 

1634. 
Simon Davis of Concord, Mass., sec­

ond son of Dolor, served with Captain 

fhomas Wheeler in the siege at Brook­

field, was corhmissioned Lieutenant July 
2, 1689. Simon Davis m. Mary Blood. 

DeJiverance Wheeler m. Mary Davia. 
Mary Wheeler, daughter of Delive­

rance Wheeler m. Abraham Gibson, who 

was born in Stow, 1701; d. in Stow, 

Mass., Nov. 8, 1740, aged 39 years, 9 
months. His military record stands thus : 

"Muster Roll of Capt. Bridgan and Com­

pany Troopers from Sept. 18 to Oct. 9 1 

I 7 2 5. .-\ 1:,ra 'la '11 Gibson Cent. from Sept. 
1 l to Oct. 9, 1725; three weeks and one 

d.i.: • 
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Mary (Wheeler) Gibson, his wife, born 

in Stow, Mass., Nov. 5, 1707, d. at Stow 

Jan. 15, 1793, as Mrs. Daniel Hapgood. 
Abraham Gibson, b. in StQW, Mass., 

June 25, 1735, d. in Lunenburg, Mass., 
Sept. 9, 1813; m. Esther M'ox after Jan. 
13, 176o, who was b. in Coricor~, Mass., 
July 23, 1743, d. in Rindge, N. H. , ,\pr 
30; 18o3. Abraham Gih5W1 was 2nd 
Lmitenant in Capt. Abijah Hall's C~. 
Cot: ·Willarft's R-eg't in expeditio~ . to 

Crown Point from May 9, 17.59, to J~. 
u; "i76o, 31 weeks and 2 days, and in 
th~·Rcvolutionary War he was p;·ivate in 
Capt.·Wood's Co.; Col. Asa W;1itcomb's 
R~tt:in 1775 at the Lexington alarm. 

~Rebecca Gibson, daughter of Abraham 
Gibson and Esther'(Fox) Gibson m. John 
Priest, who was private in Capt. !fart­
well's Company; Col. Nicholas Dike's 

R~giment, July 10, 1776, and doing ser­
vice at Dorchester Heights. 
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John Lothrop Priest mentioned on 5th 
page ot Rindge Branch was a shipping 

merchant and exporter in Boston, where 

he died in 1898. He was born on Milk 
street and attended the High and Latin 
Schools. Beginning business with How­

ard & Merry, on Central wharf he was 
about to become a partner, when Mr. H. 

was Jost on steamer Lexington in 1840, 
when a large number of Bostonians were 

drowned. He then began business for him 

self in the Central American trade; was 

owner of the wellknown bark "Vesta." 

As a member of Boston Light Infantry, 
he responded to the call to supp.ress the 
Broad street riot; he was also a member 

of the Old Guard. Was a member of the 
old BrattJe 11treet church. Retired from 

business in 1889. 
John T. Langford, (see page 0) who 

married Ellen Marean (Priest) Kings­
bury, was elected to the Mass. Legisla­
ture oft899-1900. 
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Miss. Caroline E. Wym,,n, (see page 
22 ) died April 15, 1900. 

M.LR'.!IED :-October 16, 1900, Ellt,, f.'· 
Mabel Langford ( see i,age 9) to George 
W e;:;ley Priest of Watertown. Mass. ( See 
Descendants of Capt. Philemon Priest.) 

Lydia Ripley Priest (see page u) ,vas 
the second child. b. 30 April, 1819: died 
9 Feb .. I~99· Mary WHS the third child 
b. March :22, 1822, misspiint '82: died 
18 Dec.,J893. 

Thefoll owing is from the History of 
Rindge. !'1. H. 

John Priest born 1761, married Rebec• 
ca Gibson and c1me to Rindge in 1785. 
He removed from this town in 18I1, and 
died April T2, 1830. His sons have a tl}OSt 

honorable record in merchantile and oth­
er pursuits. In 1796, he was n,varded the 
work of building the steeplt' of the new 
church f.Jr $300 but sub~equently the con­
tract was execm~d b·. tween the town and 
the Bark,•r~: anJ the money paid to them. 
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Berlin was taken from Bolton (1784) 
and Marlborough. Bolton was formerly 
a part of Lancaster and formed most of the 
territory of Berlin. Lancaster was first set­
tled in 1643; incorporated 1653. Marlbo­
r.:>ugh was settled in 1€54 and granted 
from Sudbury in 1655, incorporated 166o. 
Sudbury was incorporated in 1639 being 
first settled in 1635.-Ed. 

[FROM !lISTORY OF BERLIN,] 

Joseph Priest, son of John of Woburn, 
later a settler on Bare Hill, Lancaster, 

was born in 1693. He married Hannah 

--, born 1684: both buried in the old 
cemetery, the latter being the earliest 
born of any_there buried, it is probable 

that she was_disinterred_from·:some other 
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cemetery. She died Aug., 17 72, and he 

died 30 Nov., 1781. Both aged 88 years. 
He was one of the earli1::st settlers, ahout 

1733. Had Joseph h. 1732, and, Hannah 
born 22June 1735. She married Enoch 
Whilcomb. Joseph was in the expedition 

against Crown Point, in 1757 unc!er Col. 
Whitcomb of Bolton, 

JOSEPH Jr. 

Joseph Jr., born 1732, died 1817 ! he 
was unmarried. He was a peculiar char­

acter; his will was probated Sept 1817, 
Solomon How Executor ; the town of 
Berlin was made residuary legatee as ap­
pears fro.n the folio .ving extract fromf_his 

will:-

"All the remainder and residi;e ot my 

estate I givt! and bequeath to the town of 
Berlin to be kept on good security at-inter­
est annually, and said interest applied 
solely for literary purposes," The amount 



JOSErlt OF BERLIN. 

received from the executor being $595 .3 

the interest of which has annualJy bee1 

appropriated for schooling. 

A TRBAiURED HIITORIC POEM. 

Among the names that blest the town, 
Stands Joseph Priest offair renoun; 
Tl1e gift he ga\·e what good ifs done 
To you and me and every one 
In Berlin schools, wlio've had a share 
In the lea~ning gair:ed here and there 
This first of gifts by no means least, 
The town received.of J o::;eph Priest; 
Peculiar giftr in him , dhered: 
Peculiar speech and garb i:1ppeared 
He joked;the parson with all grace. 
And dared the widow face to face. 

ITS EXPLANATION. 

Joseph Priest, Jr. was noticably expres­

sivs in sayings, and always wore the conte­

nental costumc---eocked hat, knee and shoe 

buckle·. 

What was meant about joking the par­
son is. as follows:-
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Dr. Puffer, the minister, at that time 

used the then common expression in 

Prayer, "Thou hac;t found out a way of 

salvation." 

Uncle Joe, ash~ was called, me~ the par­

son and said: 

"Well done, Puffer! Well done! The Al­
mighty has found QUt something, has He?" 

There was a man named Ephriam Bab­

cock, who lived away from the public road. 

Uncle Joe made him a c,111 on:! day on fo::,t 

and said: 

"Well, Ephriam, I am glad parson Puf­

fer prays for you every Sunday." 

"How is that?" said Mr. Babcock. 

••Why, ht: prays that the utterm•lst parts 

of the earth .nay have the go-;pel sent to 

'them." 

It is relateJ of Uncle Joe, that when hie; 

father would have m.rried a sec-:rnd wife 

at 80 years, he went to dissua::le the widow 

in Marlb0ro.' Per;;uasion naught availing, 
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he said; "M>•nameis Joe. Priest; I Jive be­
tween the two hills in Bolton, [Berlin was 
then a part of Bolton] and ifl ever see you 
there, I will kill you;" She decided not 
to adopt such a son-in-law. 

THE PRIESTS AS INNKEEPERS. 

Several of the earlier Prie11ts were Inn­

keepers.· Joseph and his younger broth­

er John were e1.rly 11ettlers in Royalston. 
Says an· extract from a historical address 

by Hon. Alexander H. Bullock: 

'•The Purchasers and first proprietors 

of our town ";ere men of exalted names 

and characters, and although they were 

proprietors only, not all being settlers, 

yet l cannot doubt that association with 

so much of fame and virtue left their im­
pressions of manliness and honor upon 

those who came and remained here. The 
names offive men and others. for the con-
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sideration of £1348 took the title to 28,357 

exclusive of former priYate grants amoun­
ting to 1700 acres and known in the ar­
chives at the State House as • Pierponts, 

PRIESTS and Hapgood's.' In accordance 

with the wise policy of the government of 

that day, the .Sovereign power bestow­

ed these grants as bounties for military 
services rendered. The name attached to 

one of these grants has become a part of 
the local geography and daily life of the 

town-Joseph Priest, who received 300 

acres in re.:ognition of his loyalty in ex­

tending the hospitality of his half-way 

housP._ near the boundary of the town to 

all those who passed that way tn and from 

the French wars, will ever live in the 

beautiful river that b~ars his name.'' 
The fame of New England inn-keepers 

su~h as were the Priests has been written 

bothin poetry_ and prose. The famous 
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Thoreau after tramping through .the an­

cestral Priest towns, described the early 
Massachusett's inn-keeper as ua hostthat 

is indeed ~ host, a self-appointed brother, 

called to his place, besides, by all the 

winds of Heaven, and thi11 good genius, 

as the preacher has been called to preach 

~a man of universal sympathies, a broad 

genial human nature." 

And Longfellow, tno, pictured in verse 

the early New England Inn-
" Where noon and night the panting 

teams . 
Stop under great oaks that throw 
Tangles of light and i-hade below, 
On roofs and duo rs and wiridow sills: 

• • * • • • • 
And frotri tl: e parlor of the inn · 
A pleasant murinur smote the air 
Like water rushing through a weir, 
Oft intermingleq by the din 
Ot laughfter and applause. 
And in the interveniq~ pause-
1 he music ofthe violm. 
Befoi·e the blazing· fire of wood, 



Erect -the rapt musiciah stood : 
Around the fire and at their ease. 
There 11at a group of friend• entranced 
With the deliciou9 melodies." 

In the appendix of Mr. Bullock's ad­
dress it is said that "Joseph Priest took 

the precaution of making a sort 01 castle, 
or to express ourselve,dess·"romantically, 

a block house for his residence. We sus­
pect that his small defensive provii1ions, 

constitute all the material there is for the 
tradition there is of a fort in that vicinity. 
Another tradition ha11 some currency and 
perhaps more solid grounds to stand upon. 
It is said that one of the committee for vis­
iting this new territory. and preparing the 
way for settlement, brought with him 
a small package of choice tea. and putting­
up at the Priest castle reque~tf'cl Mrs. P. 
that she would prepare some for their re­
!reshmt!nt, at their evening meal. on their 
return from their tramp. The good wo­
man did so cooking the whole ot the fra­
grant parse! as season for a boiled-dish.'' 







THE MISSING JOB PRIE~T. 

• •What became of Job Prielt, and which 
Job was it that really lost him1elf, thu, 

causing weary but patient genealogists a 

host of trouble?" 
That is the question dozens of search­

en after Priest history are asking. 

There seems to have been one too ma­

ny Job Priest born-a Job Priest, that hav­

ing been born, left no other r~cora. H• 
eeems neither to have continued to live, 

marry, nor die ;- the solt purpose of his 
being born see:ns to have been to exaspe­
rate the ienealogist. 
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I suppose, out of prejudice. I long aio 

settled down to the conclusion, that Job 

was a bad boy and ran away, and his pa­
rents never made mention of it. This was 
a mistake of tht! parents ;--all auch e1:ca­

pades ahould at once be inscribed, for the 
benefit of future generations, upon the 
pages of the Family Bible, which are 110 

much sought after by gcmealogists. 
But here is a possible solution of what 

became of the missing Job. 
Ia looking up literature concerning the 

Priest Family in America, I found that 
some Americz..n and at least one English 
Bibliographer spoke encouragingly of a 
book written many years ago entitled 
0 The worderful Adventures of Capt. Job 
Priest," by Philip Paxton. 

As no perpepuated or extinct branch of 

.the Priest family !aid claim to this Capt. 
Job Priest, andas Paxton, his biographer, 
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like many other biographers and geneal­

ogists had wearieJ of th:s world and had, 

per force, gone in search of a better, how 

was I, as a faithful genealogist of the 

Priest family to find out whether or not 

this Captain Wtli the mi11ing Job Priest, 
unless in some way I could be possessor 

of the book? 

Of course the book was out of print, 

the once honest vublishers were now non 

est; the book had long since disappeared 

frorr. public libraries,-like elm trees in 

Fall, funny books in a library loae their 

leavea early. At lai.t a dealer in curiou, 

books, one of those self-benevolent per­

sons, who can swell the price of a book 

in proportion to the anxiety of the cus­

tomer to procure it, learning my distress 

on the subject, offered me at a somewhat 

fabulous price a copy of the book, whielt. 
he hae doubtless purchased for a penny 
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•r two at some .. rummage sate." 

I bought the book. and gan the price, 

j1ut aa the shrewd curio-dealer knew l 
~ould, for whoever knew $ $ $ to stand 

1'ctween a genealogist and a, possible 

"missing link?" 

HaYing read the book, I cheerfully as 

possible declare •·The Wonderful Adven­

tures of Capt. Job Priest," a misnomer. 

There was much amusing, but the word 

"wonderful'' is too superlative by half. 

Whether Capt. Job was or not the long 

lost Job, I shall leave all Priest students 

to decide; somehow to me, although he 

'boasted of his pride of ancestry, all the 
real characteristics are missing. ,.There 

is nothing mean about me,"-having paid 
the dealer the price he a&ked, I hope ta 

save hereafter all, who are interested in 
Priest history, from a similar fate ; I shall 

in few words redescribe the man and tell 
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all the 325 page book haf- about him, all 
free of special charge. Having loaned the 

book to n:embers of eeveral branches of 
the Priest family. not one ;icknowledges 
him to be a kin. Paxton has complica­
ted matters : through him the Jost was not 
proved found, but an alleged Priest was 
found, who was never lost . 

According to Paxton, Capt. Job made 
his debut on the farm of ".>De Col. Jenkins 
as a cow boy or general . utility youth,. on 
Long Island. He apparently came from 
no where, which may be a poir.t of evi­
dence that he was the missing Job Priest. 

Paxton says it could be •carcely said 
with propriety that hi::1 education had 
been neglected, for he had received none 

to neglect. He could neither read or 
write, and what would have been very 
singular, in any less siugular being, he 

was eingularly proqd of his want ot 



r 8 A MISSING JOB PRIEST 

knowledge, usually deemed of such im­
portance. N'o mention of Job's wife was 

made in the book, but he must have had 
one, as he lived with his beloved daughter 
and her aunt Keziah in a white cottage on 
the shores of Long Island Bay, where he 
"carried sail," and from whence, being 
latterly a mariner, he sailed in his small 
schooner the "Sally Ann." The only 
reference: made by Paxton of Job's pa­
rents, was the sage remark, that "when 
they named him Job, they certainly made 
a· job of it. His daughter's name was 
Mary-was there ever a branch of the 
Priest family that did not have in it from 
one to a dozen having the name Mary. 

Paxton wrote: -"Capt. Job was a short, 
stubby, thick-set fellow, with a dritd ap-
ple face, tanned and stained by the 
combined effect of sun and wind, until 
he looked something like an e:x:-sarcoph-
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agus'd mummy. His color was a mixture 
of brown and yellow-orange tawny, per­
haps- with a slight tinge of brick red, 
upon the extreme verge and outskirts of 
his face, which roseate hue iacreased in 

radiance as it approached the center­
his nose-and upon this part of his ultima 
thule of the facial globe, it blazed out 
with intense ferocity. Some attributed this 
to the effects of a too generous liquid diet, 
others to the great proximity which this 
organ usually enjoyed to a very short and 
uncommonly_ busy pipe, while the Cap­
tain himself gave the exposures incident 

to his profession the whole credit ot it. • • 
His dress wasinnriably a sailor's jac­

ket of blue cloth, and buttons that had 
once been gilt, vest ditto, and a collar 
opened leaving the breast bare. As for the 
covering of his nether man, there was 
nothing singular about it saving that hie 
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terminals terminated invariably within the 

confines of a pair of potmetal-boots. 

Capt. Job was a proud l!lan; he was 
proud of his ignorance : he considered it 

as proof of his exceeding cleverness that 
he had got on so well in the world des­

pite ot his deficiencies, for Job had grown 

rich, and was now the sole owner of the 

'·Sally Ann," which was as snug a little 

ship as ploughed the waters of the bay ; 
he was very proud of his house: proud of 
his farm, very proud of his vessel, immeas­
urably proud of his daughter, and as 

strange as it may seem, the acme, the 
culmination, the crowning point of all thi~ 

great pyramid of pride was his daughter's 

aristocratic descent. His daughter Mary 

had a lover, which Capt. Job did not like, 

and In spite of his dislike the lovers very 
often met. One day Job had an offer to 
transport a cargo to Boston on the Sally 
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Ann. At first he declined to take the job 

because, while the :Sally Ann would be 
tossing in the tempestuous sea, his daugh­
ter Mary's beau would have clean sailing 
&t home, but finally he discovered the 
plan of taking .Mary with him and 
thus leave her lover stuck fast on shore, 

like a shipwrecked vessel. 

As the voyage was an unusually Ion g 

one for Job to take, and he was afraid he 
and his daughter would· both be drowned, 
he decided to make his will and wHI her 
the bulk of his property. One morning 
some three hours betore daylight, he was 

calli~g out of bed the nearest Squire and 
dictated the following :-

KNow ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, 

that I, Job Priest, captain and sole owner 
of the fast sailing sloop Sally Ann, of 
Bay Harber, forty-five tons, Custom, 
House measurement, and now engaged 
in the brick and lumber carrying trade, 
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being warranted sound in mind and limb, 
do hereby affirm this to be my last will and 
testament. r Job objected to the word •tes­
tament' and asked the Squire if the 'hull 
bible wasn't stron~er'J whereas hE'reby 
nevertheless, and in consideration of my 
being on the eve of embarking on a Ion g 
and perilous voyage, along with Mary, 
my daughter, after Squire Underwood's 
ashes, and whereas the said sloop ''Sally 
Ann" may meet with some dangerous a c­
cident, and go down with me and my 
daughter Mary , and all hands oo"'board, 
now therefot e I leave to my aforesaid 
daughter Mary, tht! said sloop, the "Sally 
Ann," with all her rigging, cables, rhains 
and anchors. ·to have and to hold, in lease 
hold and freehold for evermore, amen ! 
Provided always and notwithstanding, 
that she does not marry contrary to my 
wishes, and whereas I have considerable 
money deposited with old Mister Bigler 
and others, about which the said Mary, 
my daughter knows more than anybody 
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else, I hereby convey it to her in fee sim­
ple. I also and further give and bequeath 
to my said daughter Mary, my house 
and land, situated lying and being upon 
the side hill, commanding her however 
that she give her aunt Keziah a home as 
long as she remains peaceable and don't 
become too fractious. I also command her 
to break and burn up the old water-cask 
under the ketchen window, and not to tell 
anyone what sht! did it for. [The reason 
was that Job had fallen into the well filled 
cask, while perched upon it, and trying 
to hear what a widow in whom he was in­
terested was saying to Keziah. J and to 
make the following presents in my name, 
Viz, to wit ;-To PetP., my mate my val­
uable silver watch "ith steel chain and 
seals. Also the sum of twenty rlollars, 
and don't give him my clothes, because 
they wouldn't fit. To Dick my en bin-boy, 
all my old clothes, hats. caps. and boots, 
and five dollars, and I hope jhe will live 
to fill them all. 
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I hereby appoint my friend, Adoniram 
Peabody my executor. and command him 
to keep this will out of sight as long as I 
am alive, and also my daughter Mary is 
enjoyned to present him with a new suit of 
mourning, including hat, boots, gloves, 
and twenty dollars-

lMPRn,ns. In case my daughter Mary 
should get married contrary to my wishes 
or shouldn't live to enjoy this will, it is all 
to go to my sister-in-law Keziah, and \ d­
oniram Peabody knows what I mean about 
Mary's getting married. 

NoTA BE).E.-All the cows, caives, 
sheep, hogs, pigs and swine together 
with the ploughs, carts, stable, barn, and 
everything else goes with the rest. And 
I hereby bind my dau~hter Mary, her 
heirs, executors and assigns, to present to 
Teddy Mulligan ten dollars in my name, 
and to employ him upon the farm as long 
as they are all agreeable, 

Jo3 .. PRIEsT,- X. (his mark.) 

Peabody's landlady and son were wit­
neses, and were angry · at being called 
up before day lightto sign it. 



A MISSING JOB PRIEST 

But for once Job's plans did not work: 
neither he nor his daughter Mary were 

drowned and of course by the terms of the 
will she did not et that time get the prop­
erty. Job's scheme to separate Mary from 
her lover was also a failure. He set the 
_time for setting sail, but some time before 
hurried Mary on board, and then anchor­
ed the Sally Ann far out in the bay. and 
himself returned to the shore to finish up 
his business. Mary's lover discovered his 
return and rowed to~the Sally Ann and to 

Mary. Time passed so quickly and so 
pleuantly that Job's boat was touching the 
Sally .Ann on its return trip· before Job 
was discovered by the lovers, and Mary 
had only time to conceal him down the 
hatchway before Job was on board. Of­
course Mary expected to liberate her lov­
er long before the hour. set for sailing. 
But Job had changed his mind. He was 
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anxious to get Mary at once as far as pos­
sible from her lover's in!luence, So Job 
order;ed all sails up, he fastened down the 

hatch and the Sally Ann was soon sailir.g 

after Squire Underwood's ashes. Job's 

good nature seemed to increase in propor­
tion to the increasing distance between 

the Sally Ann and the shore, where he 
supposed Mary's lover was stranded : but 

the distance between lovers was really and 
only the thickness of the plank of the 
hatch _on which Mary was then seated 

and endeavoring to communicate with 

her lover . 

.Mow Job, not being:used to navigating 
out of sight of land, began to follow a 

boat that he thought was al:;o going to 

Boston. The captain of the followed ship 

took the following Sally Ann as u pirate 

and in trying to escape zizzaged a course 

in every direction except toward Boston. 
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After several days chase Job loi;t view of 

the frightened ship he had been taking 

as a guide-board and discoverd by hailing 
another ship that he was hopelessly lost 
somewhere near Cuba. And here was a 
proper place for Mary's lover to appear 
from his hiding place as he was a skiJJed 
navigator. 

Job was so delighted to have aski11ed 
navigator on board that he at once for­
gave Mary ·and her lover, and the lat­
ter safely sailed the sloop to Boston, and 
afterward to Bay Harbor. 

The Sally Ann had been so long gone 
that Bay Harber tolks supposed she was 
wrecked and that all on board had per­
ished. The Squire, who made Job's will, 
knowing where the money was going to 

in case of Mary's death had too promptly 
married Keziah, donned his suit of mour­
ning and appropriated his bequest of $20. 
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Everybody was glad t'J see Job except 
the Squire and Keziah . 

.. Why I Job, you swore that 11he should 
never marry him," said every body . 

.. And ahe shan't, thundered Job, who 
had always prided himself on never giv­
up, but by the living jingo I HE shall mar­
ry her." And so they were happy. 

I have given this review, not because 
it properly belongs in !his work, but to 
enliven the many pages of dry dates, and 
as before said, to prevent anyone payina­
for information contained in the book un­
less they want to, at curio-dealer's price. 

P. S. ~y copy of "The Wonderful 
Adventures of Capt. Job. Priest" is for 
sale-at the pnce paid for it. 
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DESCENDANTS OF PETER PRIEST 
OF VIRGINIA. 

Peter Priest came to this country from 

England ahout 1700; and settled in Vir­
ginia. Children:-

1. Thomas. 

2, John. 

3.- George, 

4. Peter wrnt to Kentucky in its early 

settlement. 

5. Willia ;r., w~nt to.West Virginia and 

died without family. 

6. ---<daughter, m. --Murray. 

7. . daughter m. --Lawrence. 

One ofthe'above daughters was named 
Elizabeth. 
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Thomas marri1:d !VI iss. Stark of Culpep­

per Co. and seatledin .Fauquier Co., Va, 
He was a soldier of the R1:voiutionary war. 

Died at the age of 96, Children;-

!. James: Never married: la:.t heard of 

in Springfield Ill. 
2. Peter marri<:!d and settled in Cul­

pepper Co. 

3. Louis. married Polly Baker and 

lived in Wam:n Co., Va., later they 
moved to Shelby Co., Mo. Issue;­

i. Loui~. 

ii. Mathew. 

iii. Htnry. 

iv. Jacob. 
v. Emily. 
vi. Sally. 
vii. Elizabeth. 

4. Thomas married Miss. Weton and 

moved to Mo,, 1841. 

5. Henry, m. 1st Sarah Murrey; mov­

ed from Va. to Ralls Co. Mo, 1841. 
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i. Jamt.:s, lived and died in Far­

qui1e Co; by 1st wife Jane 

Cochran had two children, El­

len and John: second wife, Mrs. 

Kincheloe. 

ii. William married, 1st Mic;s 

Dodd, and had:­

( a) Henry J. 
(h) James M. 
( c) Martha. 
( d) Sally. 

By 2d wife Emily Cochran ;­
, e) Molly. 

( f) Wiallim B. 

Henry [5] married :nd Lavina 

Grilic and had :-

i. Louis. 

m. Emily Priest : daughter 

Nancy lives in Shelby County 
Missouri. 
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ii. Thomas J., m. Amelia Brown 

Resides in Ralls Co., Mo. 

(a) Theodore. ( c) Daniel. 

(b) Tillie. (d) Janie. 
iii. Henry H., iived in Rall, Co. 

Mo., m. Anna Dodd; Issue 

(a) Charles, (c)Elizabeth 

(L) James. 
1v. Sarah E. m. Dr. John Long, 

Child. Henry: lives m 

Monroe Co., Mo. 

v. John A. m. Sarah Hurston ; 

(a) John, (c) Ida, 
tb) Edward, 
By wife Helen Chinn ; 

(a) Jefferson, (b)Aleaa, 

Live in Ralls Co. 

v1. Albert G, m. Martha Ennis, 

(a) Henry 

(b) Mooder. 
{c) Marie, 
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(d) Cora. 

Tht>y re~ide in Shelby Co Mo. 

vii. Madeline M. mar. Albert 

Shortridge; live in"Macon Co. 

Mo. Children:- James, Em­

ma, Sally. Elizabeth. George. 

viii George W, J 8t wife. Lavi­
na Hearne: no children. ind 

wife, Patty Dedman. Lived 
· in Shelbyville. Ky. 

ix. Emma, m. J. R. Parsons, 

Robert:S. 

George W. 
Lavina, 
Anna, 

Glenn, 

Cora, 

Elizaboth, 
Sally-Red Oak So, Dak. 

6. Elizabeth. m. --Debele, lived at 
Maysville, Ky, and had no child. 
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7. Minnie, m. Col. John Winn, and 

moved to . Mo·. in 1839. Descen­
dants live in New London, Mo. 

Children:-

i. Mary, 
ii. Elizabeth, 

iii. Thomas, 

iv. Isham, 

v. Minott, 

vi. William. 
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PETER-

Thomas-­
John 
George 
Peter 
William 
Elizabeth 

James ~ 
Peter {Henry-- Hugh. 
Louis IJ ames Martha 
Betsy William- James 
Minnie Lon is Sallie 
Thomae Thomas Mollie 
Henry-- Henry l William. 

Sarah, 
John, 
Albert, 

Daurhter, name ( ?) 
Madiline 
George 

lEmma. 

William Priest, (grandfather) and Henry,(father)and Hugh. (son) re-
side in NewLondon, Miuouri. 
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In or about the year 1700, three brothers 
came to this country from the North of 
Wales: one went to South .Carolina or 
Georgia and reared a fan:aily ; one died 
soon after landing, and never was mar­
ried: one (Peter) remained ln Virginia. 
-HUGH PRIEST. 

Simeon .:5. Pri~~: .Jf Sid~"ie.iv, Ky .• and 
Thomas Wesley Priett were in the civil 
war, ,outhern side; they were captured by 
the Union forces and imprisoned at Rock 
Island near Camp Douglasi. Simeon ea -
caped by crawling ,,ut tht'>ugh a sewer. 

Daniel, son of George of Va., was in 
in the war of 1812, in Benj. Maxfield's 
company as a private. 

Thomas Priest, son of Peter, of Vir­
ginia, was in the Rev<,lutionary war. 

Elias, son of George, graodton of Pe­
ter, was a soldier, 1812. 
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HENRY SAMUEL PRIEST. 
[irRO.M ENCYt:LOPEDJA OF THE HISTORY 

OF ST. LOUIS.] 

Henry Samuel Priest. lawyer and ju­

rist, vra~ born fo Ralls County, Missouri, 

February 7. 1853. Hia parents, Thomas 
J. and Amelia E. (Brown) Priest, the 

father a native of Virginia and the moth­

er of Kentucky, were connected with the 

distinguished Houston famiJy, of which 

General Samuel Houston was a member. 
He was educated at Westminster College, 

Fulton, .Missouri, graduating in the class 
of 1872. From there he went to Taylors­

ville, Kentucky, where he began the 

study of law in the office '>f Major Mark 
E. Houston, completing his prescribed 



IO PETER OF VIR<HNIA, 

course of legal studies in Hannibal .Mis­

souri, under the direction of Judge James 

Carr, who was at the time general attorn­

ey for the Hannibal and St. Joseph Rail­

road Company. At Hannibal he wa11 ad­

mitted to the bar by Judge John T. Redd 

in the spring of r873, anrl soon afterward 

located at Moberly, where he entered up­

on the practice of his profession and be­

i;7;an the career destined to bring him a 

great measure of success and renown. In 

a short time, or soon as he was eligible, 

he was elected city attorney, whirh office 

~e filled acceptably, and continued prac­

tice of his chos~n vocation for about eight 

years, when he accepted the tender of 

the position of assistaut attorney for the 

Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, ap­

pearing for his client in numerous im­

portant cases in the conrt" of St. Louis 

and elsewhere in the State., This employ-
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ment continued from OctClber 188r to 

December I, 1883, when he was appoint­

ed attorney for the Wabash, St. Louis 

& Pacific Railroad Compauy, now the 

Wabash Railway. This pol'lition he held 

with distinction for seven years, or until 
December 1. 1890, when he was appoin­

ted general nttorney for the Missouri Pa­

cific Railroad Company, with which cor­

poration he had become associated in a 

legal capacity when he came to St. Louis. 

In 1394 he resigned to acc,..pt appointment 

by President Cleveland to the Judgeship 
of the United States District Court as the 

successor of Judge Thayer promoted to 

the United States Circuit Judgeship; but 

a year later he resigned and retired from 

the bench. As a result of this latter move 

the notable firm of Boyle, Priest & Leh­

mann was formed. A judgeship, even on 
• 

the Federal bench, which is equivalent 
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to a life service, though honorable and 

coveted, entails upon the encumbent a 

a constant attention in varied fields 

of legal investig:.tion, and demands a vir­

tu:il exclusion from the allurements of so­

cial intercourse. Judge Priest probably 

found the exactions of his new office more 

onerous than was suited to his tastes. The 

field was rather more reitricted than was 

agreeable to his aptitudes and ambition. 

In the partnership effected upon his re­

tirement, from the bench there was con­

geniality of association and harmony of 

interests. 

Judge Priest is a memher of the Mer­

cantile, St. Louis, Noonday. Country and 

Jocky Clubs, and from his court and of­

fice work finds time to recreate his intel­

lectual c;ombats and legal labors with thP. 

delights of literature and the pleasures of 

contact with observant, thinking men. 
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In his profession, he is a careful collator 

of decisions and opinions held as author­

ity, presents his cases ably, forcibly, log­
ically and in good order, faithfully looks 

after every detail in the interests of his cli­
ents, possesse1 great composure of char­
acter, and in manner is sauve and pleas­
ing. These,though not, perhaps, all the 

traits of an eminent lawyer, go far in the 

direction ol establishmg a high reputa­

tion among the best. At the bar Judge 
Priest is .held in universal regard, as 

shown by his unanimous election to be 
president ot the Missouri State Bar As­
sociation in 1891, as well as by the reco­

mendations he had when he was appoin­

ted Judge of the United States Circuit 

Court by President Cleveland. Nov. 

9, 1876, Judge Prif'st was married to 
Miss Henrietta King Parsell, of Webster 
Groves, St. Louis County, Missouri, a 

daughter of George B. and Elizabeth 
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(Wright) Parsell, of Portland, Maine. 

Their children are George T., Grace E., 
J~annette B. ~nd Wells Blodgett Priest. 

In a personal letter to the compiler of 
this book, Judge Priest wrote!: -"Jam in 
possesion of little information concerning 
my family, on my father's side, further 
back than my grandfather, Henry 
Priest, who came to Rall!l C.")u,ty, \.f 1., 
between r825 and '30. He had one 
brother. Thomas. who came- to :\lissouri 
with him. My father's name was Thomas 
Jefferson. He had !tix brothers and four 
aisters all of whom except James came 
also to Mo. James remained in Virginia. 
Before I ar.-ived at that age when an in­
terest would be excited in matters of this 
kind my father died. 1 have an impres­
sign, however, that in my younger ditys, 
my father told me that there were three 
Priest brothers, early emigrants to this 
country ; -one settled in New England. 
one in Pennsylvania and the other in 
Virginia." 
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JOHN, 

Jou•, son of Peter married Elizabeth 

Brown and settled in Fauquier County, 

Va. Children : -

1. Mason, married Sallie Lawrence: 

i Fellows, m. Lucy Hickerson. 

ii. Willis, m. Nancy Lawrence, 

his cou■in. 

iii Nancy m. John Browu, her 
cousin. 

2. John, b. Jan. 31, 1767! d. 17 July, 

1817; m. 1798, Nancy Neal. 
i. Thomas; d. in "v a. 
ii. Mathew d, in Va, 

iii, William. 

iv. Turner. 

v. Rhodham. 

vi. Elizabeth, 

The above excer,ting the first two 

moved to Mo. and raised families. 
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3. George married his cousm Susan 

Lawrence. 

i. A daughter. 

ii. A daughter. 
iii. Pete-:- married Miss. Turley. 

4. Rhodham, b.·-d. Aug. 28 1 1836. 

m, Francis Brown, daughter of 

Hezekiah and Ann Stubblefield 

Brown of Culpepper Co., Va. and 

moved to Franklin C(), Ky, 1790, 

Bourborn Co. in I 795 : and to Lo­
gan Co. in I 805. Children. 

i. Hezekiah Lawrence b. Sept. 

24, 1791 : died 1870, 
ii. John Hackley, b. IO May, 

z793: died 1851. 
iii. Henry Fellows, b. 22 Jan. 

1799; died 1845. 
iv. Elizabeth, b. 20 Feb. 1795; 
v. James S!ubblefield, b. Feb. 

26, 1797 ; died 1864; m. 
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Felural Stark Wayne; ha 

(a) Virginia Ann, 7 Aug 

1822. m. Branch Ar 
cher Blackwell: Issue 

Viola Wayne, 

Cornelia Francis, 

Chapman T. 
Mary Courtney. 

Adrienne Priest; m. 

Horsley Dagg a t 

lives in Kentucky 

(b) William Coleman. 

( c) James Avasco. 
(d) T-- Wayne. 

( e) Adrienne. 
d. Ann S. b. 23 Mar. 1801. 

vii. George S. b, 6 June. 1803: 
died 1888. 

viii. Minerva Brown b. 25 Nov. 

1805, died 1883. 
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1x Mohala b. :J6 Dec. 1808: 

died 1858. 
5. Nelson lived to be old-never mar -

ried. 
6. William, 

7. Elizabeth, 
8. Mary, married Al!en Dodd. 

9. Sally, 
10. Nancy, died young. 

II, Thomas, died young, 
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GEORGE. 

GEORGE, son of Peter, b. Aug. 16, 

1748, in Va.: died at Side View, Ky, 7 

Dec., 18i9; married 25 December, 1771, 

Francis Catlett, b. 23 Mar., 1754; died 

5 Feb. 1818; came to l\lt. Sterling then 

in Clark Co., in 1793. Children;-
I. \Villiam, b. 14 Dec. 1772 ; died 28 

Oct., 1794. 

2. :Margaret b. 8 Oct· 17;4- :d--n1, 

Smith l\Icl\Iurry. 

3. Saily, b. NoY. 25, 1777: d. 4 J..:ly, 

1795· 
4. Peter, b. rnDec, 1779: d. Aug. 27, 

1835. 

5. Nancy, b. 9 oct. 1781; m. J.,eVi 
Simpson in 1816: died in Bourbon 

Co., and is buried at :'forth Midrlle­

town, Ky, Children ;-

i. Joseph m:ir. Amanda 1\Iitchell. 
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ii. Francis, mar. -Yates. 

iii. Mildred, m. Shelton Bradley 

1v. Lucy m. -Fagg :was liv-

ing in Indianapolis, Ind. 1901. 

(a) Icy, m. Gen. Young and 

lives at Roachdale. 

(b) Lucy. 
(c) ·L('.nora Boyd, m. Jules 

DuBiel, Ph, D., a Paris­
ian -educated at Heidel-

burg, Ger: iutroduced 

Beet Sugai· lndus~ry into · 

this country: with !\fa­

tiona! Starch Co. ia 1891 
(d) Cloy. 
(e) Mary. 

v. Fanny, b. 12 May 1824: died 

I I June, 1899 near Middletown 

Ky. m. Frank Houston. 
vi. Emily, --Stuart. 

The children of Fanny Simpson 
and Frank Houston were :-
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1. Nancy, m.--Boone. 

(a) Willnrd. \Vichita, Ks. 

\b) Frank, 
( c) Fannie. 

( d) Florence. Died. 
(e) Laura. 

ii. French lives in Arkansas. 
iii. Laura b. near Middletown, 

Ky; mar. Albert Craig, Ve­

vay, Ind. Issue;-
Frank. 

Evelyn. 
iv. Rich~rd, mar. twice: died in 

I;lo. or Ks. 1900. 

v. Fannie L. buried at North 
1',[iddletown, Ky.: mar. H. C. 

Stone, Little Rock, Ky. Issue. 

Albert. 

Lizzie. 

v11 Jefferson resides in Kansas. 
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vii. Q,µeenie married Joseph M. 
Rion; live at Paris Kentucky. 

Children:-

Houston, Mayme, 

Croxton, Francii, 

Craig, Georgia. 

viii. Joseph resides in ,vichita, 

Kansas. Is a lavvyer. 

6. John, b. 17 May, 1784. 
7. Fielding, b. 20 Mar., 1786, in Va. 

died near Grand Castle In·!., mar. 

Nancy Badger, si.:1ter of Fanny R. 

wife of Lewis Corbin, Children; 
i. Elizabeth. 

ii. Thomas. 

iii. Jonn 

iv. Robert m. Lucy Turpin, 

v. Daniel. 

vi.~ Henry m. Matt Turner. 

vii. Lewis. 
viii. Ge.1rge. 



PFTFH OF VJRnJNJA J5 

1x. Sarah, m. --Hall. and 

had a son namtd Thomas 

Priest Hall living at Breck­
enridge, Mo. 

8. Mary, b, 17 Feb, 1788. in Va: m. 

Robert Burnett : Children ;­
i. George. 

11. Francis n:. Isaac Redmond, 

a shoemaker at Mt, Sterling 

Ky. and h;,c1Jane b. Aug., 

23. I8i,f: d. J~;?Jay, 1838. 

rr.. 3 Jr.n. 1833 John Wm. 

Steven!!!, b. 20 Mar, 1808; 

d. 31 Nov .. 1893. hsue ;-

i a) James Andrew, b. 

21 Nov, 1833, d. '98 

in Kansas City, and 

left family. 
(b) Maryetta b. March. 

3. 1835: d. I Apr,, 

1835. 
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( c) Emily Elifabeth b. 

19 Aug., 1836; m. 

-:~oble, is a widow 
residing in Kansas. 

,d) Zelinda Jane b. I 

Feb., 1838: m.-­

Miggs ; in Kansas. 

9. Elias, b. 17 May, 1790; d. 2 Sept, 
1848, in Richmond, Mo., m. Dec. 

15, J814, Elizabeth Ringo, b. 28 

Feb. 1791: d. 24 Feb .. 1852. Issue 

i. Robert Ringo, b. 27 Dec. 

181.5; died 26 Oct., 1845 at 

Richmond, Va.; never mar. 

11. Silas Corhin b. 14 May, 1817 

d. atsideview,Ky, 22Jan'y, 

1844: never ml'lrried. 

iii. Luke Daniel, b. 15 '.\{ay, 
1819; d. in Richmond, ~Io. 

6 July, 1895: m. 27 May, 
1841, Sally Jane, daughter 
·of Noble Goe, b. J March, 
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1821, in Mo; d. in Rich­
mond, 25 Jan., 1883 :Issue, 

(a) Mary Eli1.1lw1h h. 4 M;,.y 

1742; d. 5 M11y, ;843, 

(b) Murgarot J1rne, b. .Aug·, 
1843. m. 17 Dec, 1874, 

Edward Watson Kem 

per of Oldham Co. Ky, 
Present address, Butte 
!\Ion tan;,. Children;-

Lu(·y J.,b. 3 Mar. 1876 

:"l•trg-•,rnf A. l>. \1arc'l. 

21, 188.:>, (Richmond) 

(<") 5Js.rn Ann Pri!lst, b. Dec, 

6. I 845; m. Jst-­
Pn-,ffi:; Chilrlren;-

Ha!tic m. ----Kl"(•uger 
Alf1t1d. 

m. zn,J fobe H.1ll0Nell, 

I{;itheriue. 

Danit"!. 

(d) Hohert D~nlcl b. 18 Nov, 
1847: ti. 2 Dec. 1854. 

(t') Amanda R, bee ca, b. Mar, 

5, 1850; ,J. 3 Dec., l 854. 
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(f) William David b. 10 Oct. 

1852; d. 19 Jan. 1888; m 
Mahala TeeGarden. Issue 

Bennett. 
Sallie mar. Howard 

Pointer. 

Alice m. --Young 
Amanda. 

(g) Charles Eppie b. 18 Feb. 

1855; d. in Indian Ter ., 
9 Oct 1883: m. Nelly­
atnd bad Pearl P., who 

m,-John Thrape, lives in 
Texas and has one child, 

Roy Catlett b. in 1900 

(h) Catlett Smith b. 5 May 
1957; not m. in 1901. 

(i) Luke McMurry b. Aug. 

29, 1859 Address Joplin, 
Mo. m. Belle Dooley,had 

Jeuie, b, Jhere 26 Dec., 

1899. 

(j) Virginia Alice b. 9 Feb, 

1862; d. 28 June _1897 ;at 
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Liberty Mo .. m. AlberL 

Quaile. No children, 

(k) Infant son b. and d. 7 
Dec., 1864. 

(I) George Mosby b. 7 May 

1866 m. "Gool'ge Dooly': 

resides in Richmond. 

iv Lucian Jeffen:on, b. 2 Jan., 

1821 : d, 19 March, 18- in 
Ky ; m, Eliza Stout ; no 
children. 

v. Elizabeth Catlett, b, Dec. 

13, 1923: d, 7 July, 1888; 
never married. 

vi. Zalinda Jane: b, 29 Nov., 

1825; d. 3 Oct., 1853; and 
never married. 

vii. Benjamin Franklyn, b. 7 
Nov., 1827; d. 2 Jan. 1864 
and never married. 

viii. Mary Catherine b. 27 June 
1830: d. 2 Mar., 18¢, in 
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Kansas City, Mo : m. Ed­
Tanner; no children. 

ix. Emily Ann b. 9 April, 

1833; d 8 Oct, 1893: m. 

Milton Ringo : no children. 

x. Margaret Francis b. Aug., 
27, 1836: d. 28 July, 1897 
m. ---Proffitt : resided 

near Richmond, Mo. 

10. George, 25 Aug., 1792 in Virginia, 

m. Sally Lane 
i. John, m.--Lane, a cousin. 

ii. Joseph. 
iii. Francb. 
iv. Mary Etta, 
v. Gemima, 
vi. Sarah: m. --Lane,;. :::oc15i11. 

vii. Elizabeth, 

viii. Marga:et, 

Livect near ·Grf en Ca,;tle, Ind. 

u. Daniel, b. 7 Oct, 1794, at Mt. 
Sterling, Ky; d. Io July. 18Sl at 
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Side · .. • it:w.; m. 28th Aug., 1823, 

~iildred Kemr1er b. 19 Jun. 1804 

diec! II Oct., 1891. 
i. Francis Amanda, b. 6 Nov. 

'24 ;d. 19 April. 59, at Pay­
on's Landing. Ky; m. 20 

Feb., 1849,JoaephJohnson 
Live near ~ide View, Ky, 

(a) Margaret Butler, b. 29 
Mar., 1850; m, Geo. 

\\7 ash in gtou son of 

Vardincan Kemper :-

Joe, b. 6--14--1872. 

Emma, L. 3-17 '74 

Mildred b, 3-29 '79 
Rulan, h. 10--22 '81 

Priest, b. 7--21 '84 

Cl,irk, b. 7--22 '89 
Present ac dres~ Mil­

lersh urg, Ky. 



42 PBTER OF VIRGINIA 

(b) Sarah Francis, b. Dt!c, 

8, 1851, m. Mr. Lucian 

Green. (Mt. Eterlmg.) 

Ollie, b. I I--10-1870 

died II--23-1887, 

Amanda, b- 2--4-1874 

Samuel, b, 4-15- '76 
Frank, b. 6-2 'Bo 

Lucian D. b. 7--9 '83 
Kellar, b. 4--6 '86 

Anna M. b. 7--6 '89 
Ralph D. b. II--17 '91 

(c) Mildred Aseneth b; II 

Oct., 1857; m. Dunlap 
Gay; Child, Shields. 

ii. William George Priest. b. 

4 Sept. 1827, at Side View, 

Ky: d. u Feb., 1867, at 
Cairo, Ill : buried a~ Villa 

Ridge; m. 1st, January, 

1853, Mary Frost: no chil-
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dren: m. 2d Emeline Mor­

ton, b. 17 Sept,, 1837: d. 8 

Oct., 1884; buried at To­
peka, K1. Children :-
( a) William George b. 20 

Nov., 1859, at Mem­
phis, Tenn.: died at 

Trinidad, Col., March 

16. 1890; m. at Lex­

ington, Ky, in 1883 

Fanny Hunt, and had 

Hunt b. 3 Nov. 1884. 
(b. Nettie E., [Artist] b. 

30 July, 1863: resides 
at Mauston, Wis. 

( c) Emma Lausdon, b. 27 
Aug., 1865, in Cairo, 

Ill: m. at Mauston, 8 

Oct., 1889. Wm. Wal­

lace Hinton, b. 30 July 
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1863, at Camp Doug­

las. "\Vis; Cashier of 

State Bank, Mauston, 

Wis. Children ·­

Hallie b. 24 Oct.,1892. 

George William, b.:s20 

Dec., 1894. 
iil. Sarah b. 6 Oct., 18.29; 

d. 18 Oci., 1878: m 

Robert Hearne: no 

children. 

iv. Fielding Catlett b, 18 

July, 1832 at Side View 

d. 10 Feb., 1874, at 
Carlinsville, Ill ; m. 16 

Dec., '62 Huldah Gage 
Child, Mildred b. I 1 

Oct., 1863: <l. 3 Feb., 

1864. -
v. Simeon Smith, b. July 
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9, 1839; m. :u Nov., 
1872 at Grassy Lick, 

Ky, Ann Roberts b. 9 
Oct., 1851: Children; 

Daniel Holt, b. 22 

Dec., 1873. 

Ella Hearne, b. 23 

Oct., 1876. All live 
at Side View, Ky. 

vi. Thomas ,Vesley, b. 

29 Aug., 1841; d. 21 

May, 1898;mar. Elln 
Roberts ; no children. 

12. Lewis Corbin, b, r4 Mar. 1797 at 

Mt. Sterling Ky; Jived near Green 

Castle, Ind: m. Fanny Radger, a 

sister, of Nancy Badger. Issue: 

i. George m --Nelson. 
ii. William m. --Bliss. 

iii. David m. --Nelson. 
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1v Horace. 
v. James. 
vi. Oliver m. Hanks. 

vii Catlett. 
viii. Mary. 



................. 
OMNIUMGATHERUM 
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VII, 

MARRIAGES, AT HARVARD, MASS. 

The following record was furnished by 
Abner Barnard, Town Clerk of Harvard, 
Mass. 

John Priest and Mary Fairbank, 12 Oct. 
1748. 

John Priest and Hannah Stone, 19 Mar. 
1772. 

Philemon Priest and Lois Hartwell, 21 
Mar. 1776. 

Elijah Priest and Lois Gates, 25 _Oct. 
1784. 

Abel Priest and Zeruiah Whitc~mb, both 
of Bolton, 7 Mar. 1785. 

Jacob Priest and Rhoda Warner, 1 Jan. 
1793. 

Dorthy Priest of Stow and James Moffett 
of Ipswich, Canada, 2 Aug. 1753. 

Sarah Priest and Jonathan P. Houghton 
of Bolton, 23 Mar. 1763. 

Abigail Priest and Elias Warner, 14 Dec. 
1784. 

Mary Priest and Jonathan Sawyer, 2 July 
1794. 

Hephsebeth Priest and Aaron Davis,12 
Nov. 1795. 



Vlll, HARVARD MARRIAGES. 

Mercy Priest and Reuben Whitcomb of 
Roxboro, 2 July 1795. 

Lucy Priest and Elias Haskell, Jr., 10 
Oct. 1796. 

Martha A. Priest and Moses Hale, 21 

Jan. 1841 
Susan Priest of Boxboro and Jerome H. 

Willard, 8 Apr. 1841. 
Sarah E. Priest and Whitney Adams of 

Northboro, 23 May, 1844. 
Jacob Priest and Sally Houghton, 19 

May, 1808. 
Charles Priest and Nancy Whitney, 20 

Oct. 1814. 
Jabez Priest and Sally Fairbank, 21 Dec. 

1815. 
Philemon Priest and Mary Hartwell, II 

Feb. 1817; 
Jonathan Priest and Sophia Farwell, 8 

April, 1834. 
Lydia Priest and Reube~ Meeds, 17 May, 

1808. 
Na11cy Priest and Nat~aniel Stone of 

Fitzwilliam, 13 Dec. 1808. 
Sally Priest and William Conn, 27 Nov. 

I8II. 

Eliza Ann Priest and Ezekiel Newton of 
Worcester, 24 Nov. 1835. 

Sarah E. Priest and Whitney Adams of 
Northboro, May 23, 1844. 



HARVARD MARRIAGES, IX. 

Roxalana Priest and Wm. H. Dadmun, 4 
Feb. 1846. 

Seraphinia Y. Priest and John Tenny of 
Acton, 17 June, 1851. 

Eliza R. Priest and Edward A Butters, 
II April, 1869. 

Henry L. Priest and Della A. Whitcomb 
of Bolton; 4 April, 1889. 

Florence L. Priest and Frank A. Good­
rich, 4 May, 1889. 



x. 

DEATHS AT HARVARD, MASS. 

Sarah, wife of John Priest, 6 Dec. 1744. 
Mrs. Hannah Priest, 12 Mar. 1772. 
Eunice, daughter of John and Anna 

Priest, 5 Mar. 1779. 
Oliver, son of Jacob and Mary Priest, 11 

Dec. 1791. 
Mary, wife ofJacob Priest, 7 Nov. 1791.. 
Susanna, daughter of Elijah and Lois 

Priest, 4 July, 1800, aged 17 years. 
Mollv Priest, 13 Jan. 1821, aged 65 yrs. 
Edward, W., son of Jonathan and Sophia 

Priest, 27 Aug. 1845. 
Jabez, son of Philemon and Lois Priest, 

16 Nov. 1844, aged 56 years. 
Henry A., son of Jonathan and Sophia 

Priest, 8 Nov. 1847, aged I year. 
Louisa H., daughter of Jabez and Sally 

Priest, 30 Jan. 1848, aged 24 years. 
Rhoda Priest, 12 April, 1848 1 aged 84 yrs. 
Adelia C., daughter of Nathan and Mercy 

Priest, - 1847, aged 3 years. 
Jacob, son of Nathan and Mercy Priest, 9 

Aug. 1850, aged 3 months. 
Jonathan, son of Philemon and Lois 

Priest, 4 Nov. 1849, aged 54 years. 



HARVARD DEATHS. XI. 

Sarah E., daughter of Andrew and Sarah 
Ann Priest, 3 Sept. 1854, aged 15 months. 

Jacob, son of Jacob and Mercy Priest, u 
Sept. 1858, aged 73 years and 3 months. 

Philemon, son of Philemon and Lois 
Priest, 10 April, 186o, aged 75 years. 

Ann P. Priest, 22 Oct. 1861, aged 78 yrs. 
Mary Addie, daughter of Jacob and Ad­

aline A. Priest, 20 Sept. 1866, aged 20 days. 
John F., son of Jonathan and Sophia, 

Priest, 11 March, 1873, aged 34 years. 
Sophia, wife of Jonathan Priest, 13 Sept. 

1888, aged 82 years. 
Charlotte, daughter Charles F. and Eliz­

beth, 25 May, 1891, aged 90 years. 
Andrew, son of Jacob and Sally Priest, 

18 April, 1892, aged 75 years. 



XII. 

BIRTHS AT HARVARD, MASS. 

Dorothy Priest, daughter of Joseph and 
Mary, 11 Oct. 1733. 

Betty, daughter of Joseph and Mary, 
24 April, 1736. 

John, son of John and Mary, 13 Jan. 
1737-8. - -

John, son of John and Mary, 22 Aug. 
1750. 

Philemon, son of John and Mary, 18 
-Feb. 1753. 

Mary, daughter of John and Mary, 23 

Aug. 1755. 
Jacob, eon of John and Mary, 15 Aug. 

1757. 
Abel, son of John and Mary, 20 April, 

176o. 
Jabez, son of John and Mary, 23 Jan. 

1764. 
Relief, daughter of']ohn and Mary, 13 

Nov. 1767. 
Sarah, daughter of John and Mary, 10 

Feb. 1771. 
Benjamin, son of Joseph Jr. and Eliza­

beth, 12 Dec. 1738. 



HARVARD BIRTHS. XIII. 

Susanna, daughter of Joseph Jr. and 
Elizabeth, 8 Oct. 1740. 

Abigail, daughter of John and Betty, 7 
Feb. 1742-3. 

Jonathan, son of Gabriel Jr. and Sarah, 
7 July, 1743. 

Sarah, daughter of Jeremiah and Mary, 
IO Oct. 1744. 

Jeremiah, son of Jeremiah and Mary, 1 o 
Jan. 1746. 

Nathaniel-, son of Jeremiah and Mary, 22 

Oct. 1747. 
John, son of Jeremiah and Mary, 22 Sept. 

1749. 
Mary, daugb.,ter of Jeremiah and Mary, 

28 Mar. 1752. 
Daniel, son of Jeremiah and Mary,· 6 

July, 1754. 
Job, son of Jeremiah and Mary, 27 Mar. 

1756. 
Aaron, son· of Jeremiah and Mary, 2 

Mar. 1758. 
Elijah, son of Jeremiah and Mary, 21 

June, 1760. 
Abigail, daughter of Jeremiah and Mary, 

12 April, 1762. 
Mary, daughter of Jeremiah and Mary, 

9 Feb. 1765. 
Mary, daughter of John Jr. and Hannah, 

25 Dec. 1772. 



XIV. HARVARD BIRTHS. 

Lucy, daughter John Jr. and Hannah, 
9 Feb. 1776. 

Mercy, of J obn and Hannah, 25 May, 
1778. 

Sarah, daughter of John and Anna, 18 
July, 1776. 

Eunice, daughter of John and Anna, 
1779. 

Bet!ey, daughter of Philemon and Lios, 
21 July, 1777. 
· Sarah, daughter of Philemon and Lois, 
5 Oct. 1778. 

Nancy, daughter of Philemon and Lois, 
18 Aug. 1780. 

Benjamin, son of Philemon and Lois, 12 
June, 1782. 

Philemon, 10n of Philemon and Lois, 30 
June, 1785. 

Jabez, son of Philemon and Lois, 10Aug. 
1788. 

Daniel, son of Job and Martha, 25 Jan. 
1778. 

Mary, daughter of Nathan and Mary, 25 
April, 1781. 

Lydia, daughter of Jacob and Mary, 29 
Mar. 1783. 

Jacob, son of Jacob and Mary, 12 Jttne, 
1785. 

Oliver, son of Jacob and Mary, 1 Nov. 
1791. 



HARVARD BIRTHS, xv. 

Solomon, son of Nathan and Mary, 29 
Aug. 1786. 

John, son of Abel and Zeruiah, 10 Jnne, 
1788. 

Abel, son of Abel and Zeruiah, 4 April, 
1792. 

Asa, son of Abel and Zeruiah, 16 Mar. 
1795. 

Arad, son of Abel and Zerniah, 21 Feb. 
1797. 

Jasper, son of Abel and Zeruiah, 17 
June, 1805. 

Charles, son of Jacob and Rhoda, 1 Dec. 
1793. 

Zimri, son of Jacob and Rhoda, 20 Jan. 
1801. 

Jacob Hartwell, son of Philemon and 
Ann, 11 Feb. 1807. 

Silvester, son of Phllemon and Ann, 25 
Mar. 1809. 

Eliza Ann, daughter of Philemon and 
Ann, 9 June, 1811. 

David Houghton, son of Philemon and 
Ann, 12 Mar. i:819. 

Jacob, son of Jacob Jr. and Sally, 2 Mar. 
1810. 

Andrew, son of Jacob Jr. and Sally, 1 

Mar. 1817. 
Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob and 

Sally, 23 Sept. 18u. 



XVI. HARVARD BIRTHS. 

Martha, daughter of Jabez and Sally, 4 
Oct. 1816. 

Harrison H., son of Jabez and Sally, 8 

Mar. 1818. 
Harriet, daughter of Charles and Nancy, 

Sarah Stearns, daughter of Charles anu 
Nancy, 20 Oct. 1817. 

Rhoda Francena, daughter of Charles and 
Nancy, 10 Jan. 1820. 

Nancy Elizabeth, daughter of Charles 
and Nancy, 2 April, 1822. 

Asa Henry, son of Charles and Nancy, 
25 April, 1824. 

Adolphus M., son of Charles and Nancy, 
born at Cambridge, 25 Sept. 1827. 

Electa, daughterofCharles llnd Nancy, 2 

July, 1833. . 
Sylvanus, son of Charles and Nancy, 12 

Oct. 1835. 
John Farwell, son Jonathan and Sophia, 

19 Sept. 1838. 
Edward H. son of Jonathan and Sophia, 

18 July, 1840. 
Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Jonathan 

and Sophia, 17 Mar. 1842. 
Caroline Sophia, daughter of Jonathan 

and Sophia, 26 Mar. 1845. 
Eliza R., daughter of Andrew and Sarah 

Ann, 1 Feb. 1848. 







HARVARD BIR'l'HS. XVII, 

Gardner N., son of Philemon Jr. and 
Ehza, 16 Jan. 1849. 

Jacob, son of Nathan and Mercy, 8 May, 
1850. 

Andrew F., son of Andrew and Sarah 
Ann, 8 Dec. 1850. 

Sarah E., daughter of Andrew and Sarah 
Ann, 7 June, 1853. 

Benjamin J., son of Andrew and Sarah 
Ann, 20 Mar. 1855. 

Henry L., son of Andrew and Sarah 
Ann, 28 Dec. 1863. 

Florence L., daughter of Andrew and 
Sarah, 28 Dec. 1863. 

Mary Addie, daughter of Jacob and Ade­
line, .. 1 Sept. 1866. 

11.· 
George E., son of Jacob and Adeline,, 

Mar. 1862. 
Emma Frances, daughter of Andrew and 

Saral1 Ann, 22 June, 1S67. 



MARRIAGES, BOLTON, MASS . 

.Moriah Priest of Bolton & Oliver Stone 
of Harvard, m. 29Nov., 1739. 

Hannah Priest& David Whitconl:> both 
of Bolton, m. 31 May,, 1753. 

Josiah of Bolton & Eunice J anison of Wes­
ton, m. II Dec., 1758. 

Daniel Priest, of Leomister and Lydia 
Graves of Bolton m. Apr. 5, 1762. 

Sarah_ Priest of Harvarc! &. Jonathan 
Priest Houghton, of Bolton, m,23 Mar. 
1763 • 

. Jeremiah Jr., of Harvard and Rebecca 
Houghton of Bolton.,m. 14 Mar., 1771. 

Daniel m. Betty Dupee botlt of Bolton, 16 
Aug., 1773. 

Joseph m. Tabitha Russell both of Bolton 
m. 15 July, 1773. 

Holman m. Prudence Sawyer, both of 
Bolton, 28 Apr., 1774. 

John of Jaffrey and Mary He:nmenway 
of Bo!~on, m. 3 Jan., 1774. 



MARRIAGES, BOLTON, MASS, xix. 

Job of Harvard and Martha Butler of Bol-
ton m. J Jan. 1774. · 

John m. Hannah Houghton both of Bol­
on, 14 June, 1775. 

Jonathan, of Bolton & Ann Sanderson, 
of Sudbury, m. 16 Dec., 1774. 

Nathan of Harva;d and Mary Bacon of 
Bedford, m. 5. July, 1780. 

Jacob of Marlborough & Anna Jones of 
Bolton m. J March, 1783. 

Abel of Bolton & Zeruiah \\7hitcomb, m • 
. 7 Mar., 1785. 

Olive Priest & Thomas Sawyer both of 
Bolton m. I Jan, I 788. 

Sally of Bolton & Nathaniel Parkhill of 
Springfield, Vt .• m. 13 Jan., 1791. 

Rebecca m. Abel Davis, both of Bolton, 
15 April, 1795. 

Sarah Pric>st and Samuel Barnam, m. 15 
Nov., 17()8. 

Sally Priest & James Dunt{)n, citizens 
of the World; m. 19Nov., 1798. 

Philcmon Jr, of Harva1 d & Ann Hough­
ton of Boltc.,n m. 3 Nov., 1bo·:. 



BIRTHS, BOLTON, MASS, xxi 

28 Nov. 1778. 
Silas, s. of Holman & Prudence b. 16 

Aug., 1778. 
William, s. of Abraham&. Louisa, b. 9 

Apr., 1820. 

Mary Elizabeth, " 
27 June, 1824. 

Silas Emerson, 
17 Jan., 1827. 

.. 
" 

DEATHS, 

., 
b . 

M b. 

Sarah, d. of Gabriel & Sarah, d. 30 Dec. 
1756; age not given. 

Olive d. of Gabriel & Sarah, d. 7 J an'y, 
1757; age not giyen. · 

Rebecca, wife of Jeremiah Priest, d. Sept. · 
7, 1785. 

Mr Priest., 18u; age not given. 
Avery Priest, " " " 1829. 

I have malle a careful search and have 
copied the Priest data as found on Bolto 11 

Town Records. 
A. S. Haynes, 

Town Clerk. 



BIRTHS, BOLTON, MASS. 

Gabriel Prie11t, s. of Gabriel & Abigail, 

b. 17June, 17 21. 

Hannah, d.of Joseph, & Hannah, b. 22 
Jan., 1735--6. 

Joshua, s. of Joshu ~ .Sarah, b 21 .N'ov. 
1 744· 

Sarah, d. of Gabriel & Sarah, b. March 
25, 1751. 

Jouathan, s of " " "b. July 7, '54 
Olive. d. of " " " b. 8 \fay, '51: 
Gabriel s. of " " "b. 24Jan., '57 
Hol:nan, 0 

" " " b. 3 Oct. '58 
Nathaniel, s. of James & Hannah, b. 4th 

Sep., 1759. 
Moses, s. of 

1762. 

,, 
" " b. 8 Oct., 

Rebecca, d. of Jeremiah & Rehecca, b. 
24 March, r77 :. 

Leafe, d. of 
A.j?r,, r777. 

Hepzibath, d. of " 

" 

" 

b II 

" b. 



SAVAGE'S RECORD, X),jjj 

Emanuel, Marblehead, 16681 kn. only 
as sign. with John, perhaps his hr., 
against impost. 

James, Weymouth, freem. 10 May, 
1643, and tho. twice insert. in the list 
we may be confid.. as the same careless­
ness attaches to two other names, that 
only one man is intend.; had James, b. 
8 May, 1640; and by w. Eliz. had Lydia 
b. 12 Feb., 1658, d. young; and Lydia 
again, 16'March, 1662; and d. at Salem: 
1664, John Weymouth, 1657, John, 
Salem, m. 25 Feb., 16731 Eliz. Gray, 
had Eliz., b.- 20 Jan., 168o. 

John Woburn had Eliz., b. 12 Sept., . 
1679; John, 1 Nov., 1681 ; Daniel (Bond 
9u has Hannah) 19 July, 1686; and 
perhaps others. William, Watertown, 
1672 1 perhaps by w. Leah had William, 
wh. d. J Dec., 1688; and William again, 
b. 7 Nov., 1689. But Bond leaves it in 
no doubt that the name was Price, wh. 
see. 



SAVAGES A~BIGUOUS RECORD, 

Priest, Degory, Plymouth, 1620. d, in 
few days aft. land. from the Mayflower 9 

on I Jan., 16:21; and his w. wh. was, 
says Gov. Bradford, sis. of Mr. Allerton, 
and their childr. came after. He was 
formerly thot. the first m. of any of the 
Leyden exiles, but the rec. there shows 
that his intent was pub!, .f Oct., 16:u, 
and the m. with Sarah Vincent, wid. of 
John of London, 4 Nov. foll. and we kn· 
that both Isaac Allerton ·and his sis. had 
a few wks. earlier b~en m. I obs. on 
the Dutch rec. that aft. hear of the d. of 
Priest so early at P. his wid. m. 11 Nov._ 
of that same yr. one,· wh. was, in my 
opin. the Cuthbert Cuthbertson w!i. bro. 
her and the ch. in the Ann. 
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understood that her right name is Price. 
William Price (her son), signed a quit 
claim tothis property to Samuel Liver­
more. A little before this, viz. May 1., 
1695 wid., Mary Price and her son Wm. 
sold to Wm Shattuck 14 acres in the 
same neighborhood. 
Her death is not recorded in Watertown, 

and it is probable that aboqt this time of 
their sales she left the town to reside with 
one of her children. 

At a trial in court, between parties be­
longing to Watertown, Wm. Priest" was 
a witness. His age is not given. It is not 
improbable that he came over in his youth 
with John Wetherill his kinsman. [Here 
was given a facsimilee of Vim . ..Pi@Pee'l!h 

autograph. ~ 

Of William P~ Jr. the fo'.::',t notice 
discovered is his signing a quitclaim to the 
mother's homestead, as above stated. 
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PRICE. It will be seen, p. 408, that 

query was entertained as to the identity 
of families of the name of Price and 
Priest. Several circumstances had form• 

erly rendered this very probable, and itis 
now satisfactorily ascertained that they 
were identical. In the town records, Nov. 
281 1670, the name of William Price is 

written Priest. Oct. 23, 1697, Mary, rel­

ict of Wm. Price for £90 sold to Samuel 
Livermore a home and 14 acres, bounded 
E. and N. by Cambrige line; W. by Phil­
pot's lot and Henry Godden ; S. by Wm. 
Shattuck, and town land common. To 
this deed is attached the following mem. 

«):?Nhereas ye grantois name in this 

deed is called Priest, which name she. is 
commonly known by, yet it is here to be 
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Of John Price (exr. of his father Wm. 
sen.) no precise information has been ob­
ained, but it is cnje;;t1rel that b.e set­
tled in Lancaster. After the death of his 

father he was lessee of the Philpot lot in 
Dec. 1686 and July ·1688. Perhaps he is 
the one who married Rachel, daughter 
of Samuel Garfield. In a deed for land in 
Weston, sold 1710, it is described bound­
ed N. and W<by John Priest~1and James 
Priest. 

---0--

William Priest ( ?Price) of Watertown, 
executor and residuary legatee df his 
kimman John Witherill, r672." 

. "Feb. 12, 1700, Joseph Priest had leave 
to set 1,1p a smith's shop on the town's 
common land between Zack. Cutting's 
and Jonah Tainter's." 

"Joseph Priest of the West Precinct 
(Waltham), m. Dec. 25, 1701, Margaret 
Child fb. 16 May, ~87]. He died Apr. 
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28, 1756, aged about eighty." 
"James Priest, who died ·in Weston, 

-Mar~h 4, 1756. aged eighty-one, hywife 
Sarah, had in the West Precinct (Wal­
tham), child- (The ages of the above­
James andjoseph corresponded with the 
ages of James and Joseph Price." 

..:.0--

(165] Defember the 13th 1670. 
Willyam preift Jo~n Fifk and Geo-rge 

Lorance being warned to a meettin'g uf 
the felectmen at John· Bigulah his lidufe 
they makeing their a pea'rance· :and being 
found defecttiue weer adrnoilihfed f~i- · not 
Leameing their Children to read their 
englitb toung : weer convenced did ack 
anowlidg their neglects and did promift> 
amendment.-Watertown Records. 
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Hannah Pri~st m. in .V ..it~rto .v:1, Dec. 

24, 1702. Thomas Sanderson. 
Anna Priest of Waltham m. March 7. 

1744-5, Philip Gage of Weston. 
Susanna Priest. m. March 19, 1752. 

Simeon Hagar of Weston. 
Mary Priest m. Jan. 4, 1761, Zebediah 

Cooke of Stockbridge. 

Eunice Priest m. May 29, 1751, John 

Barnard, both of Waltham. 

Hanna Prie3t of Nest-Jn :n. (p:.i~. Jun 
17) 1758, Elijah Ross of Sudbury. 

Martha Priest m. Jan. 17, 18u, Amos 
Whitney of Watertown. 

LouisaPriestm.Jan. 21, 18u, Sa:nuel 
Crooks. 
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WILLIAM THE FORT BUILDER. 
At the end of the French war the pent 

up settlements in Virginia began to ex• 
pand. From Fort Creswell toward the 
westward there was a pretty open coun­
try bordered on the northeast and south­
west by mountains some fifty or so mile-; 
in width. The Cherokees were to the 
southward and the Shawnees to the north­

ward. In 1775 Martin and a band o 
associate adventurers made a stand at 

Martin's Station, and were fifty miles i !l 
advance of the most extreme frontier set­
tlement on the Cliuch river, and lay 0:1 

the road to Kentucky, one ~wndred an 1 

twenty miles distant.I-Martin's company 
was raised in Henry County, Virgini.~, 

and had started onJChritmas day, 177 ~. 
arriving in the valley early in January. 
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They were sixteen or eighteen in number, 
and were provided with necessary uten­
sils for settliag. They built several strong 
cabins and made them part of a stockaded 
fort. They fenced in with brush and rails 
a large part of an old field and rJ.ised a 
crop of corD. In the fall, Willia 1. Priest, 
with eight or ten men, built a fort a few 
miles above Martin's. The post w..i..; h:>w­
ever held with much difficulty, aaJ ;n 
the spring of I 776 the men were in need 
of provisions, and became discouraged. 
The settlers of Priest's and Mump's forts 

returned to Virginia. 
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SIMSBURY, CONN., PRIESTS. 

Darius Priest and Hepzihah --- his 
wife resided in West Sim11bury as early 

as 1768. He resided on several different 
farms during his life ; was a remarkably 

strong man for labor. His two oldest 
children were cut down in the autumn of 

1776 by the dysentery which was then 
prevalent and very mortal in this part of 
the country. Their children were :-

1. Cynthia, b. 1769, d. 1776, aged 7. 
2. Mary, b. 1772, d. 1776, aged 4. 

3. Darius, Jr., b. 1775. 
4. William, b. 1778. 
5. Hepzibah, b. 1787, was living with 

Mr. Hosea Case; d. 1806, age 19. 
The Simsbury records in Bates' book 

are these:-
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Phillip son of Aaron Priest, b. Ju :1 ! 2 : , 

1 737· 
Elizabeth, daughter of Aaron Priest, 

b. Dec. 6, I 7 18. 
Huldah, daughter Jf \:iron Priest, b. 

Sept. 26, 1143. 
Aaron, son of Aaron Priest, b. Nov. J, 

1745· 
Asa, son of Aaron Priest, b. March 9, 

1750-1. 
Lydia Hawley, daughter of Huldah 

Priest, b. Dec. 14, 1767. 

Aaron, son of Aaron Priest, b. :i.~ Sim~­

bury, April 22, 1775. 
Rosabelle, daughter of \1;·0 1 .>ri ~st, b. 

Feb. 23, 1778. 

The record :>f .\.sa Priest's fami:J ,·~.ds 

as follows :-

Asa, b. June 7, 1775, d. Sept. 9, 1777 
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Lovice, b. March II, 1778, d. March 

19, 1788. 
Asa, b. Oct. 14, 1779, d. Apr. 15, 

1784. 
Naamah, b. July 28, 1781. 
Orpha, b. March 17, J 786, d. Jan. 20, 

1787. 
Alvin, b .. Ft:b. 23, 1788, d. June 13, 

1802. 

Anson, b. Apr. 6, 1792. 
Charity, b. Dec. t, 1793, m. Wm. M. 

Clark of Nethersfield, on Nov. 28, 
1826. 

Christened, at St. James' church, 

Waterbury, Jan. 22, 1754, a female child 
of Eleazer Priest ( ?) named Sarah (see 
records of Rev. Roger Viets, pastor a 
St. Andrew's, Simsbury, Ct. 



DESCENDANTS OF MIRIAM 
PRIEST. 

Miriam Priest of Connecticut, m. El­

iphalet Barden, who sonn after marriage 

moved to New York State, the descend­

ants ret1iding many years in Tioga Coun­
ty. Children :-

1. Zalmon, rr.. Mary Ann Todd, and 
had:-

i. Edgar, m. Augusta· Willia, 
andhad:--

(a) Arthur. 
(b) Mabel. 

(c) Martha. 

2. Lorett, m. Wm. Holt; had: 

(a) Sela. 
( b) Charles. 

3, Ella, m. Frank Harding, and 

had no chi1dren. 

II. William, m. Mariette Manning, 
'l.Ild had :-
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1. Aaron Priest, m. Elida Alex· 
ander and had :-

( a) May, m. Chas. Adams, 
and had a son. 

(b) Dora, m, Chas. Mans­
field, and had no issue. 

III. Albert, m. Polly Barden, and had 
1. Gertrude, m. - Clifford, 

and had 5 boy• and I girl • 
. 2. William m. Nellie Hollen­

. beck. No children. 

IV. Levi, m. Eliza Davenport. 
V. Miriam, m. John Jeff'eraoD, and had 

1. William, d. in civil war. 
2. Alfred, went to Kansas. 
3. James, resides in Ithaca, N. 

Y. (1900). 
4. Angeline m. Church JeweU 

and had:-
(a) Warren. 

VI. Caroline m. Josiah Clark and had 
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I. Monday, a son. 

VII. Olive m. Francis Giltner, and had 
1. Ezra m. Rosalie Etcherson. 

(a) Floyd. 
VIII. Fr.eelove m. Nicholas M. Schoon-. ' . 

over' and had :- . 
•. I . .. 

I~ Min~rva,_d. - aged 3 yrs . 
. 2. ~i~eon, m. May Buchanan. 

3. A:mbrose? m. Albertine Park. 
No children. 



NOTES CONCE"Rl\TI~C DELIVER­
ANCE PRIES r. 

De1h-erance Priest was a daughter of 

James and E1izabeth Priest of Wey­

mouth. She was born 1644. She died 17 
Jan., 1723. Her father was first men­
tioned in Dorchester recorcts in 1637. On 
Dec. 5, 1661, she married Shadrack 
Thayer. One of her brothers was the 
James Priest who suicided in Salem, 
Mass., 1663. Her father petitioned that 
his recently acquired son-in-Jaw should 
be the administrator of his estate, Indeed 

Shadrack, after the death of James ( 2), 

appeared to b~ as a staff for James (I). 
Later Shadrack was executor of the wills 
of James and wife Elizabeth, as ot Brain­

tree. 
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Will of Jas. Priest IS76; Suffolk Co. 

Deeds, 792. 
Will of Elizabeth Priest r576: Suffolk 

Co. Deeds, 792. 
The Alden Genealogy in New Eng­

land Historical and Genealogical Regis­

ter, r898, page 438, gives the fol'owing: 
"Shadrack Thayer and Deliverance 

Priest had :-

"Ephriam Thayer, b. Jan. 17, 1669-70, 
m. Jan. 7, 1691-2, Sarah Bass, b. 29 

March, 1672. Shed. Aug. 19, 175r, 
aged 77 years and 5 months, and in 

1754 hem. 2nd, widow Mary King­
man. He d. r5 June, 1757." 

Ephraim Thayer d June 15, r757. 
Children, born in Braintree. 

1~ Sarah Thayer, b. Feb. 5, 1692-3; 
d. a widow in Braintree, June 12. 

1753; m. Aug. 4, 17r5, Seth Dor­
man, and settled in Norton. 
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2. Ephraim Thayer, b. July 8, 1694, 

m. April 1, 1718, Mary Copeland, 

b. Nov. 24, 1692, dau. ofThomas. 

3. Philip Thayer, b. Apr. 14, 1696; m. 
April 1, 1718, Mary Wilson; after­

wa, ds of Norton and l\Iansfield. 

4. Hannah. b. Jan. 13. 1697-8; m. 

1st, 1724, .Nathaniel Blanchard; 

2nd, May 8, 1765, William Noyes. 

5. Joseph, b. July 28, 1699, m. 1st, 16 

Dec., 1725, Sarah Faxson; 2nd, 

.Nov. 16. 1738, Eunice Ludden. 

6. Shadrach, b. Apr. 18, 1701; d. 17 

Feb. 1783; m, May 2,-i723, Rachel 
White. 

7. Christopher, b. March 4, 1702-3, 

and d. Dec. IO, 1787 ; m. Mary 

Morse. 

8._ Ruth, b. Apr. 1, 1704; m. Sept. 20, 

1722, John Capen. 

9. Esther, b. July 24, 1705; m. Dec. 
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24, 1730, Moses French. Shed. 13 
Dec., 1800. 

10. Napthali, b. Jan. 30, 1706-7; m. 
Feb. 3, 17~1-2, Bathsheba Bass. 

n. Peter, b.July 12, 1708; m. June 1, 

1732, Anna Portt!r of No1ton, and 
went to Pett:rborough, N. H., and d. 

Sept. 27, 1798. 
12. Priscilla, b. March 7, 1710; m. 1st, 

July II, 1732, Elijah Hayden; 2nd, 
Joseph Ford; 3d, 1781, Wm. Spear. 

Shed. 1795. 
13. James, b. March 16, 1712; m. Deb­

orah Arnold ; d. June 19, I 790. 
14. Abigail, b. Nov. 15, 1713; m. Nov. 

21, 1734, Dr. Benjamin Richards of 

Weymouth. He ct June 25, 1755. 
Shed. March 10, 1766. 

(See Vinton and Thayer for further 
information.) 



DECENDANTS OF FRANK PRIEST 
. AND MARY WOOD. 

The following pages are copied from 
"Descend ants of the Brothers Jeremiah 
and John Wood, compiled and published 
by William .S. Wood, Supt. City Schools, 
Seymour, Ind. Press of Charles Hamil­
ton, Worces~er, Mass. 1885."1 

Frank Priest, b. in Littleton, Mass., 
Feb. 26, 178.1, d_. in Parishville, N. Y., 
Aug. 7, 1850; m. Mary Wood, b. in 
Littleton, Mass., June 28, 1788, d. Aug. 
15, 1874; daughter of John and Lucy 
(Martin) Wood. 



DESCENDANTS OF 

FRANK PRIEST AND MARY 

WOOD PRIEST. 
John Wood, b. in Pumfret, Vt., Oct. 

18, 1809, m. Olive Wakefield, Lucinda 
Stafford, Katherine E. Wright, Mrs. 

Phrebe Eggleston. Has been Mayor of 

Springfield; Illinois, three terms, and 

has been prominent there as a man of 
wealth· and enterprise. 

Olive Wakefield, of Parishville. N. Y., 
d, 1842. 

Lucinda Stafford, of Spring~ield, Ill., 
d. Sept. 10, 1851 ... 

Katherine E. Wright, of St. Lawrence 
Co., N. Y., deceased. 

Mrs. Phrebe Eggleston, of Rochester, 

Ill. 
Nina J~nes, b. in Pomfret, Vt.,. Nov. 

27, 18io, m. Henry .Converse, ; d. Aug. 
17, 1882. 
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Henry Converse, b. in Lyme, Grafton 
Co., N. Y., June 7, 18o6. He has been 
an active, energetic citizen, and has ao­
cumulatec! a handsome property. Him• 

self and wife have always been interested 
in the care of orphans, having furnished . 
a home for sixteen in number. They cel­
ebrated their golden wedding Feb. 4, 
1880, and had lived together over fifty­
two years, when she was killed by a run­
away team. 

Maria, b. in Pomfret, Vt., Apr. 26; 

18u, m. Charles B. Smythe; d. Aug. 9, 
1856. 

Charles B. Smythe m. in 1834; d. 
Apr. 1, 1859. 

Mary, b .. in Pomfret, Vt., Mar •. 14, , 
1814, m. Georg~ B. Pease; d. Feb. u, 
1844. 

George B. Pease m: Sept. 21, 1834 .. 
Lucy, b. in Parishville, N. Y., Nov. 
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5, 1816, m. J. H. Currier; d. Apr. 9, 

1858. 
J. H. Currier m. Feb. 16, 1848. 
Benjamin Franklin, who always writes 

his name Franklin Priest, has been prom­
inently connected with the important en­
terprises in Decatur, Ill., and h~s twice 
been Mayor of that city ; b. in Parishville 
N. Y., Feb. 20, 1818; m. Adeline Pike, 
Abigail Jane Priest. 

Adeline Pike m. in Painesville, Ohio ; 
d. Sept. 23, 1854. 

Abigail Jane Priest, of Littleton, Mass. 
d. March 22, 1883. 

Miranda, b. Oct. 22, 1819, m. J. H. 
Currier, Mar. 26, 1846; d. May 1, 1847. 

Luther, b. in Parishville, N. Y., Mar. 
31, 1821. Capt. Co. E. 106th Regt. N. 
Y. Vol. in Ciyil -Har; m. Barbara Rose 
and Elizabeth F. Rose; d. March 14, 
1863, at Martinsburg Va., buried at Par-
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Mary Adeline, b. in Springfield, Ill., 
teb. 25, 1848; m. John O'Neal, in Deca­
tur, Ill. 

George Rogers, b. in Springfield, Ill., 
Nov. 18, 1849, d. Jan. 13, 1884; m. in 
Decatur, Ill., Julia McNamara, June 8, 
1879. 
By second wife, Abigail Jane (Priest) 

Priest. 
Hattie, b. in Decatur, Ill.,Jan. 3, 186o, 

d. July 25, 186o. 
Attie L., b, in Decatur, Ill., Oct. 9, 

1862 ; d. July 1, 1876. 

Child of J. H. and Miranda Priest Cur­
rier. 

Azro, b. Jan. 15, 1847; d. July 28, 

1864. 

The following are the children of Lu­
ther and Elizahtth Rose Priest. 
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Addie Barbara, b. Dec. 2 7, I 3 5 4 ; m. 
Edgar A. Newell, Nov. 19, 1879. 

Cynthia Elizabeth! b. Dec. 2, 1858; d. 

Aug. 29, 1877,. 
Lucy Rose, b. June 1, 1861. 

The following are the children of Fred­
erick W. L. Priest :-
By first wife, Eveline W. Parker Priest. 

Clarissa Mary, b. Oct. 26, 1846; d. 
Aug, 3, 1879; m. Harrison McDaniel, 
Feb., 1868; he d. 1882. 

Orville F., b. May 22, 1848; m. Jennie 
Taylor in 1881 ; have two daughters. 

Frank L., b. Aug. 1, 1850. 
Lucy D., b. Feb.20 1852 ;, m. Peter 
. Lanham, in 1833. 

Nina M., b, Sept. 20, 1855. 

Ina E., b. Oct., 1g57; d. Jan. 1859. 
Harriett E., b. Dec., 27. 1859: m.-

Russell ;;have two daughters. 



FRAl',K AND MARY, Ji 

Frederick F., b. Sept. 18, 1861. 
By second wife, Susan Cassicty Priest. 

Susan A., b. 2 Jan., 1870; d. 7 Aug. 
1870. 

By third wife, Sarah Johnson Priest. 
John W., b. June 5., 1872. 
Thomas W., b. Oct. 21, 1879: 

The following are the children of Valen­
tine Thoma( and Celestia B. Sanford 
Priest, 

Celestia Abba, b. in Taylorsville, Ill., 
Oct., 25 1855: d. June II, 1856. 

Permelia Clarinda, b. in Taylorsville, 
Aug, 10., 1859; m._in Helena, Mon­
tana Territory, Clarance M. Coodale 

Mary Abba, b. in Taylorsvi11e, Ill. 23 
June, 1861: d. :{5 Jan., 1865. 
Celestia Sanford, b. Aug. 13. 1863; d. 

a8 Jan., 1865. 
Alice .::i .. rni,..1r,i, ,. a 1., ,. J, r_,:i!j, 



CONCERNING PmxEHA-: PRATT, wuo 

:MARRIED l\fARY, DAUGHTER OF 

DIGORY PRIEST. 

A monograph prepared by Eleasar 
Pratt on "Phinehas Pratt and some of his 
Descendants", says:-

"In 1630, Phineas Pratt married Mary 
Pries~, who was one of the daughters of 

Digorie or Deggory Priest and Sarah his 
wife. Sarah had survived her husband, 
and had now married her third husband, 
Cuthbert Cuthbertson, or Godbert God­
bertson, as he was sometimes called, a 
pious Hollander, who joined Robinson's 
church at Leyden, and came to Plym­
outh in the ship "Ann." Priest died of 
the "great sickness," Jan. I, 1621, '!'ii. S. 
He was one of the signers of the compact 
on board of the May-flower, having left 
his wife and children behind. His wife 
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Mary Adeline, b. in Springfield, 111., 
l<eb. 25, 1848; m. John O'Neal, in Deca­
tur, Ill. 

George Rogers, b. in Springfield, 111., 
Nov. 18, 1849, d. Jan. 13, 1884; m. in 
Decatur, Ill., Julia McNamara, June 8, 
1879. 
By second wife, Abigail Jane (Priest) 

Priest. 
Hattie, b. in Decatur, Ill.,Jan. 3, 186o, 

d. July 25, 186o. 
Attie L., b. in Decatur, Ill., Oct. 9, 

186:;i ; d. July I, 1876. 

Child of J. H. and Miranda Priest· Cur­
rier. 

Azro, b. Jan. 15, 1847; d. July 28, 
1864. 

The following are the chiUren of Lu­
ther and :Eliz.ah!tt. f: cH PrieF.t. 
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Addie !larbara, b. Dec. 27, 1354; m. 
Edgar A. Newell, Nov. 19, 1879. 

Cynthia Elizabeth! b. Dec. 2, 1858; d. 
Aug. 29, 1877. 

Lucy Rose, b. June 1, 1861. 

The following are the children of Fred­
erick W. L. Priest :-
By first wife, Eveline W. Parker Priest. 

Clarissa Mary, b. Oct. 26, 1846; d. 
Aug. 3, 1879; m. Harrison McDaniel, 
Feb., 1868; he d. 1882. 

Orville F., b. May 22, 1848; m. Jennie 
Taylor in 1881 ; have two daughters. 

Frank L., b. Aug. 1, 1850. 
Lucy D., b. Feb.20 1852 ;, m. 'Peter 

Lanham, in 1883. 

Nina M., b, Sept. 20, 1855. 

Ina E., b. Oct., 1g57; d. Jan. 1859. 
Harriett E., b, Dec., 27. 1859: m.-

Russell ;:have two daughters. 
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Frederick F., b. Sept. 18, 186x. 

By second wife, Susan Cassidy Priest. 
Susan A., b, 2 Jan., 1870; d. 7 Aug. 

1870. 
By third wife, Sarah Johnson Priest. 

John W., b. June 5., 1872. 
Thomas W., b. Oct. 21, 1879. 

The following are the children of Valen­
tine Thomast;.and Celestia B. Sanford 
Priest. 

Celestia Abba, b. in Taylorsville, Ill., 

Oct., 25 1855: d. June n, 1856. 
Permelia Clarinda, b. in Taylorsville, 

Aug, 10., 1859; m, in Helena, Mon­
tana Territory, Clarance M. Goodale 

Mary Abba, b. in Taylorsville, Ill. 28 
June, 1861: c. :::5 ]an., :::865. 
Celestia Sanford, b. Aug. 13, 1863; d. 

:i8Jan., 1865. 
Alice Sanford, b. Jan., 10, 1868. 



CoNcERNI!'lG Pm.NEH.u PRATT, wuo 

l\lARRIED 1\1,\RY, DAUGIITRR OF 

DIGORY PRIEST. 

A monograph prepared by Eleai-fir 
Pratt on "Phinehas Pratt and some of his 

Descendants", says :-

"In 1630, ~Phineas Pratt married Mary 
Pries~, who was one of the daughters of 

Digorie or Deggory Priest and Sarah his 
wife. Sarah had survived her husband, 

and had now married her third husband, 

Cuthbert Cuthbertson, or Godbert God­

bertson, as he was sometimes called, a 

pious Hollander, who joined Robinson's 

church at Leyden, and came to Plym­
outh in the ship "Ann." Priest died of 

the "great sickm:ss," Jan. 1, 1621, ~. S. 

He was one of the signers of the compact 

on board of the May-flower, having left 
his wife and children behind. His wife 
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Sarah was a sister of Isaac Allerton, who 
was chosen Assistant Govt'rnor with 

Bradford from A. D. 1621 until 1624. He 
was perhaps the wealthiest, as he was 
the most influential of the Plymouth 
colony. Priest married her when a wid­
ow. He was admitted as a citizen of 
Leyden, Holland, Nov., 1615, Isaac 

Allerton "guaranteeing for him," upon 
his adrr,ission to civil rights in that city. 
During 1619, Priests disposition was 
taken there, in which he says he was 
forty years of age. Sarah, the widow of 
Deggory Priest, had two daughters by 
him,;Sarah and Mary, sometimes spelled 
Marra. The daughter of Deggory and 
Sarah, also another Sarah, married John 
Come or Combe, who is styled "Gentle­
man" on the Old Colony records. Her 
name is frequently spelled Sara or Zara. 
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Cuthbertson or Godbertsnn was a widow­

er when he married Mrs. Sarah Priest, 

who had twice been a widow, her first 

husband having been a Vincent of Lon­

don. Cuthbertson by a ·former ·marriage 

had one son, Samuel. The historians of 

Plymouth Colony are therefore mistaken 

when they say that Phineas Platt married 
the daughter of Cuthbertson. She was in 

fact his step daughter. 
Those who may have interest in· the 

descendants of Mary Priest . Pratt should 

read the well compiled genealogy by 
Eleazar Platt before mentioned. It is suf­

ficient here to say that they had eight 

children. 

John. No trace. 

Samuel, who was slain in the great 

Pawtucket fight, 26 March, z676. 
Daniel. 
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Peter. 

Joseph. 
Aaron. 
Mary. 

Mercy. 

Iv 

Samuel Pratt, a cesct:ndant of Mary 

Priest, daughter of Deggory Priest, grad­
uated at Harvard, 1742. 

Dr. Gustavus E. Pratt ( 7), son of 
Francis L., Ezekiel, Aaron, Aaron, Aar­
on, Phineas, graduated at Exeter, 1860 .. 
Graduate of medical college, appointed 
by Governor Andrew First Lieutenant 
with rank of Assistant Surgeon in 32nd 
Mass. Regt., Dec. 7, 1863, promoted to 

Brigade Surgeon with rank of Major, 23 

Nov., 1864. Served in 19th and 20th 

Mass. Regt. until close of war. 

Eenj. Pratt, who graduated at Har­

vard, 1737, was a descendant of Mary, 
daughter of Deggory Priest. He was a 



lvi PHINEHAS PRATT, 

chief justice of New York State. [See 
Drake's Biographical Dictionary. J 

The Hon. Wm. Mitchell, A; M., and 

Miss Martha Mitchell the astronomer, of 
Nantasket, Mass .• and Charles W. Cort­
wright, late of Boston, are descendants 
of Mary Priest. Cuthbertson and his wife 
Sarah died in 16.17, when Plymouth 
was visited by an "infectious fever," of 
which many fell ill. 

The following is the Will of Phinehas 
Pratt:-
I; Phinehas Pratt of Charlestown, in the 

County of Middlesex~ Joiner, being very 
aged,'and crazie of body, yett in perfect 
memory and understanding,.~ make this 
my last wm:and;·testament. 

Item. I give to my be:oved wife, Mary 
Pi.att all my_ movable goods, and fortie 
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shillings a year to be paid out of my 

lands in Charleston, and the use of the 
· garden for the term of her life ; this forty 
shillings is to be payed by my sonn, Jo-
seph Pratt, for and in consideration of the 
having my land, and my wife is to have 
a convenient room of my sonn Joseph, 

with a chimney in it, to her. content to live 
in for the term of her life, without moles­

tation or trouble. But if my son Joseph 
doeth not perform this, I will that then · 

my wife, Mary Pratt, shall have one-half 
of the land to disposing for her best com­
fort, It is to be understood that the one­
half which the new house standeth on is 
given to Joseph upon condition of provid­
ing of a convenient room for me and my 

wife for term of our lives, and the other 

half, for the paying of the fortie shillings 
a year, paying it quarterly; that is to say 
ten shillings a quarter, in money and 
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firewood at money prices. And if I have 

anything left a! the death of my wife it 

shall be equally divided among the rest of 

my children. 

This eighth of January, 1667. 
Scaled and delivered in presents of 

Walter Alen. 

Phinehas Pratt. 
The work of Robert Alen. L. S. 



A CONNECTICUT LEGEND. 

Rev. Cha1les Priest Hall '\\rites:-
1 have received a letter from an aunt. 

who resides in MiddletoV\ n, Connecticut, 
who says: "The Priests originally came 
from Leyden, England. It is t.upposed 
that James of Weymouth was a brother, 
and Emanuel of :Marblehead was also a 
brother of Deggory Priest. One of the 
children'\\ ho came over with the widow 
of Deg gory was a boy, \'\hose name was 
John." She says that Prof. Fowler, form­
erly town clerk of Derham Center, Ct., 
told her brother Edwin Priest, that the 
fact of three brothers coming from Ley­
den, England, came to him through 
Ancient Historical Record. 
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Whoever James and Emanuel may 
have been, it is certain that they came to 
this country after the arriv.11 of Deggory's 
widow and her two girls. If there was a 
boy John, he came later, and he may 
have been left with his uncles. From 
Plymouth Records we glean the follow­
ing, which would indicate that in 1627 at 
least~ there was no son John recognized. 

In the cattle division made in town 
meeting,June 1, 1627, the second lot fell 
to Mr. Isaac Allerton and his company 
joined to him, and hiii wife. 

Fear Allerton. 
Bartholomew Allerton. 
Remember Allerton. · 
Mary Allerton. 
Sarah Allerton. 
Cuthbert Cuthbertson. 
:Sarah Cuthbertson. 
Samuel Cuthbertson. 
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Maria Priest. 

Sarah Priest. 

Edward Bumpus. 

John Crackstone. 

To this lot tell the great black cow 
which came in the "Anne," to which they 

might keep the lesser of the two 1teera. 
But'in the land division at Plymouth, 

it is found that Cuthbertson took six of the 
shares where one was allowed for each 
person. For whom he took the si:"tth has 
caused much sp~culation. It was for a 
child as seen in the quotation below ta­
from the land division list. 

"Cuthbert Cuthbertson, his wife Sarah 
and four children.'' 

The question many ask is, ••Could this 

sixth share have been for a child (John?) 

son of Degory Priest, and detained for 

a time in Leyden, after the twice widowed 

Sarah Vincent Priest became Mrs. Cuth-

'<lt>ertsrn ai.rl emigrated to America?" 
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H11ping to find some record of tlw Dcg­

ory Priest's children. I sent a liberal fee to 
Charles M. Dozey, keeper of Records, at 

Leyden, in the province of South Holland 

asking him to make a faithful search. 

His reply was as follows:-
'•The marriages ot Degory Priest and 

Godbert Godberts ( note the spellin~ of 
name on records) are truly registered, 
though, with the la~t, only three procla­
mations-30 Oct .. 6 and I 3 of Nonmber-. 
are noted, but this may be an omission. 
But I find nothing about the children of 
Degory Priest. I had hoped that a 'tutor' 
'guardian) h .. d been appointed after his 
death, or at the marriage of his widow but 
the very rich archives of the Orphan­
chamber· do. not contain his n:ime." 

Davis, in his history of Plymouth, says, 
"It is recorded in Leyden that Degory 
Priest was a hatter." 

Sarah, daughter of Degory Priest in 
163omarriedJohn Coombs. 
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Phineas Pratt married Mary. daughter 
of Degory Priest. 

Another Plymouth record gives the 
above marriage as follows : "Mary Cuth­
berton married Phinea11 Pratt." 

Probably no one person has done more 
to fix the belief on the part of some, that 
Degory Priest had a son John, who was 
the father of John of Woburn, than has 
Mr. Kneeland in his Genealogy oi the 
Kneeland Family. We understand that 

since the book was printed, Mr. Knee­
land reiterates the statement, by saying 
that he found it in some ancient records 
but he fails to remember where. We 
give beldw what Mr. Kneeland had to say 
on the subject on page ... 160-163 of his 
carefully prepared Genealogy. 

et;=-" Moriah Stone, wife of Timothy 
Kneeland was a lineal descendant on her 
mother's side of Degory Priest, of the 
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Mayflower, and on ht!r fathers side of 
Capt. John ~tone, the celebrated Indian 
fighter of the early Colonial days. His 
wild, ungovernable ~pirit brought him into 
constant clashings with the strict disci­
plinarians .:,f that Puritan age, as appears 
from the•' Log Book" of ·Governor Brad­
ford. 

Degory (or Diggory Priest), one of the 
Ley.den .exiles, came over in the-May­
flower, with his brother-in-law, Mr. Al­
lerton, and died afew days after his arri­
val. 'He· had· married Sarah ( Allt!rton) 
Vincent, at·Leyden. Cuthbertson brought 
the wife -1md three children over in the 
Ann, (see· Dmch •Records and Savage's 
Gen'l Register). Priest, Allerton and 
Govemor Bradford were the only mem­
bers of the Mayflower that had the distin­
guished honor of being admitted "citizens 
of Leyden." Cuthbt>rtson afterward mar­
ried Mrs. Priest. He was her third Hus­
band. Degory and Sarah Priest had three 
Children-one son, John, and two daugh­
ters,. Moriah and Sarah. 
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John married Sarah Allerton and settled 
in Woburn. His oldest son, John Priest, 
Jr., was born at Woburn, about 1648. He 
married Rachel Garfield, March 10, 1678. 
On Dec. 1, 1675, he enlisted from Wo­
burn in the Narragansett expedition 
(see History of Woburn}. "The children 
of John Priest and Rachel Garfield were 
John, born 1681, and brought from Wo­
burn," etc., mentioning others h,:-:1 at 
Bare Hill ( History of Harvard, Mai~ ---. 
559). From this it appears thatJc::r 
Priest Jr,, settled in Harvard and becamt 
John Priest, Sr. 

fhe new John Priest, Jr. b. in 1681. 
married Anna H;,ughton and had several 
children, including Moriah (the name in 
the several generations is spelled Marah 
[ first division of cattle in Plymouth] Mo­
riah, ·Moria, M:.riah, Maria, etc.), hap. 
ti?.ed in Lancaster, in 1721. The father, 
John Priest, finally located in Bolton, and 
died there Sep., 29, 1756, aged 75. (His­
toryof Harvard, p. 559). "Nov. 29, 1n9, 
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Oliver Stone married Maria Priest of 
Bolton .. " Sergt. Oliver Stone was select­
man of Harvard, Mass., ia 1756 (History 
of Harvard, p. 421). He was in the com­
pany that marched to the relief of Fort 
William Henry, in August, 1757. (Id., 
p. 2¢)· "Moriah, wife of Oliver Stone, 
d.June 13, 1754, aged 33 years, Ensign 
Oliver Sto1&.!, d. Jan, 10, 1761, aged 41." 
( Id .. p. 524.) 

[ f hen follows the names and time of 
birth of the children of Oliver and Moriah 
(Priest) Stone, which we have given in 
another part of this book. 

Mr. Kneeland then says:-

•'It will thus be seen that Moriah Stone 
who married Timothy Kneeland, was on 
her mother's side fifth in descent from 
DegoryPriest, of the Mayflower, the line 

' 5 
ting as follows: Moriah (Priest) Stone, 

4 3 2 
John Priest, John Priest, John Priest, 
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I 

De1ory Priest, 
This branch of the Stone family came 

from Et1sex County, England and accord-
ing to Burke, their Coat of Arms is: "Ar, 
three cinque foils sa on a chief az. a sun 
or. Crest. out of a iucal coronet,or a grif­
fin's head betw. two wings expanded, gu 
bezantee." 
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RACHEL GARFIELP PRIEST. 

Edward Garfield, Dec. 30, 1637, was 
one of the eleven freemen chosen in the 
town of Watertown, "to order the civil 
aff'aires of ye town." He came to Amer­
ica in 1630; settled ftt an early date in 
Watertown, was the grantee of eight lots 
and the purchaser of four. He. married 
1st, Rebecca, who was the mother of all 
his children: viz., Samuel, Joseph, Re­
becca, Benjamin and Ab.igail. He mar­
ried 2nd, Johanna, widow of Thomas 
Buckmal!ter, Watertown Records [31], 
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1652, Samuel Gearlfeild and Mary Ben­

ffeild married the 28th of September f 38) 

1656, Rachell Gearffeild, daughter of 

Samuel and Mary, borne the 23d of the 

:9: It has been definitely settled that it 

was not John Price, but John Priest who 

married Ra~hell Garfield,on Mar 10,1678 
Edward Garfield of \\' atertown came 

to America with colonists under Gover­

nor Winthrop, and is said to have dt'­

scended from the Garfields of Tedding­

ton, Middlesex, England. The descend­

ants of the Lancaster and Harvard Priests 

and ex-President Garfield each trace an- • 

cestral blood to the Garfields ofTedding­
ton. 
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DAMARIS PRIEST WHITCOMB. 
Damaris Priest, daughter of John Jr., 

son of John of Woburn, b. 1710, m. 20 

Jan., 1725, Joseph Whitcomb. Issue:­
I. Abigail, b. 13 Apr., 1728; m. Jona-

than Osgood. 
2. Mary, b. 4 March, 1729. 

3. Joseph, b. 15 March, 1731-i. 

4. Benjamin, b. 1 Sept., 1735. 

5. Benjamin, b. 29 Sept., 1737. 

6. Jonathan, b. 14 Jan., 1740. 

7. Elijah, b. 18 Oct., 174:2. 

8. Damris, b. 21 March, 1746. 

9. Philemon, b. 29 Oct., 1748. i 

IO. Abijah, b. 25 June, 1751. 
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LEOMINSTER CHURCH RECORD. 

The following marriages are recorded 

on the church records in Leominster : 

May 18, 1775, Jonathan Priest and Mol­
ly Divoll. 

Aug. II, 1793, Oliver Priest and Re­
ceive Fiske ( ?) of Leo­
minster. A descendant · 
of this family, who resides 
in Ithaca, N. Y. giv~s ( ?) 

the name of Fuller. 

Sept. 9, 1810, Eleazer Priest of Lunen­
burg and Sally Sawtelle 
of Lancaster. 
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Dec. 12, 1819, Sylvester Priest of Har­
vard and Rebecca Fuller 
of Leominster. 

The following deaths were recorded :­
July 29! 1771, Daniel Priest, who was 

bapt. at Lancaster, Sept 26, 1742. 

Oct. 17, 1820, Sarah, wife of Joseph 
. Priest. 

March 18, 1824, Joseph Priest. aged 77 
years. 

Jan. 29~ 18o7, Lydia Priest, widow, aged 
81 years. She was second 
wife of Daniel Priest, who 
first married Elizabeth Kil­
bourn. In 1771 she was a 
widow. Asa, Levi and one 
daughter of Daniel's were 
· still living a:t the time of the 
Revolution.' 

The .records sent give a baptism of 

Jonathan, son of Jonathan, June, 1743. 
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This must be an error. March 2, 1777, 
John, son Qf Jonathan and Molly Priest 
was baptized. 

1~85, March 20, Jonathan Priest and 
wife were dismissed from the Leominster 
church and recommended to ·the church 

in Jaffrey, N. H. Under date of Dec., 
1899, !he pastor of the Jaffrey church 
says : "I do not find the name Priest on 
our .church record (fir~t Congregational, 
founded May, 178o.) The genealogical 
index of the History of J aff'rey does not 
have the name. The only reference I 
find to it is in the record of the Hodge 
family in town history where it is said 
that Eunice (Hodge), b. Sept., 18o2, m. · 
Jacob Priest. A neighbor of mine, an old 
man, tells me that Jacob Priest died 
childless." 

Daniel Priest, m. at Lancaster, 4 June, 
1841,. Elizabeth Kilbourne, and had:-
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1. Daniel baptized at Lancaster, 26, 

Sept., 1742. 
2. Elizabeth, bap. at Chocksett church, 

Lancaster, July 20, 1745-6. 
3. Eunice, bap. atLeominster, 14 Aug., 

1748. 

4· Elizabeth bap. at Leominster, 30 

Sept., 1753. 

S, Eunice, bapt. " " 18 
Jan., 1756. 

6. Asa, bapt. " 
., 

II 

Dec., 1757. 

7. Levi, bapt. " " 16 
Aug., 176o. 

Levi settled in Hancock, N. H. His 

brother Asa lived in Hancock for a time. 

The following not .on Leominster Ch . 

records is furnished by Walter Priest of 
Ithaca, N, Y. 

Oliver Priest, Aug., 1793, m, Rebecca 
Fuller and lived in Connecticut, and also 
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Lawrence, Otsego Co., N. Y. They had 

Calvin. 
Edson. 

Emily, m. Nelson Merrill. She died in 
Lawrence. 

·SuHn, d. in Lawrence. 
Sally, m. Green Carr, resided in Pitts­

field, N. Y.,1898. 
The children of Calvin :-
I, Walter, b. 5 Aug. i830. m. Emily 

Meeks and had- · 

i. James, b, 30July,1853: m; 
Sylvia Lathrop. 

ii. Calvin, b. 2 June, 1855 : m. 
Emma Edwards, 

iii. Stephen W., b. 21. January, 
1857 ~ m, Lottie Crandall. 

1v. Herbert E., b. 1 June, 186o; 
m. Ann Atwood. 

v. Emily, b. 23 Sept. 1862: m. 



lxxvi IN LEOMINSTER LINK, 

Fred Winters. 
vi. Helen, b.-Aug., 1865; m. 

John Farr. 

vii. Estella, b. 17 Aug., 1867; 
m. Denton Atwood. 

viii Clara, b. 21 Aug., 1870: m. 
John Harget, 

2. John: m. Harriet Oltz. 
3. Zebulon : m. Ann Bruce. 
4. James: m. -Welch.• 
S· Eliza: m. -Brooks. 

6. Helen: m.-Jackson. 

7· Sarah. 
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PHILIP PRIEST OF KILLING­
WORTH, CONN. 

Philip Priest, emigrating from Killing­
worth, Conn., reached Fair Haven, Vt,. 
in 1780, He took~with him a family, and 
wife, Trueby, whom he had married in 
Cotmecticutt. Some of his rea] estate 
transaction--s are recorded in Fair Haven 
History. For a time he was associated 
with his brother-in-law, Merritt. For s 

· number of years he was an' inn keeper 
He was always an active man in the af­
fairs of the town. It is recorded that he 
was employed by the:; proprietors of the 
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town, in 1780, to lay out the school house 
lot, and charged them three shillings for 

one half day's work in doing it. The 
first meeting for the organizing of Town 
government was holden at his house, and 
he was made the first Select man, His 
house was used for the same purpose! in 
1784. He was Selectman of the town as 
late as 1796. About 1800, he moved to 
Chateaugay Falls, Franklin Co., N. Y. 
where he died suddenly, in 1816. 

The children of Philip and Trueby 
(Merritt) Priestwt:re :-

1, Trueby, b. 4. Feb., 1763, in Conn. 
m. Elijah Tryon of West'Haven 
JI Feb., 1786. .Children:-

i. Della F. 
ii. William. 
iii. Betsey. 
iv. Elijah. 
v. Cynthia. 
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vi Samuel W. 
vii. Jason. 

viii.. Moriah. 
ix.[ Matilda. 

2. Betsey, m. Asa Smith prior to 17¢. 
3. Noah, b. about 178o, was first m. 

to N abby Cleveland, youngest 

daughter of Enoch, a sister of 
Solomon C. Cleveland of Hamp­
ton, N. Y. His second wife was 
a Sphor ; and his eldest child, 

i Clara, m. Harry Dibble. 
ii Chauncey. 
iii Evarton. 
iv Trueby. 

He was an active politician ... on 
the Federalist side, a pettifoger, 
and a noted anti-Mason. He is 
said to have gone to western N. 
Y. and there died. 

4. Abi, m. Timothy Martin; moved 
to Chateaugay, where_'he died 
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and she m., ind, Gideon Knowles. 

5. Diana, m. James.P_ada. 
6. Charity, m .. Hamilton Bowles. A 

daughter resided in ~Whitefield. 

7. Elizabeth was -the 5th ~aughter in 
the Priest will •. 

8. Merritt moved to Soµthern Ohio, 

where he died. 
9. Zadock, was a Methodist minister 

in southern New York. and Penn­
sylvania. and left a good record 
among Methodists. ·was proba­

bly father of Jonathan D. Priest, 
of Jefferson _Co., N. Y. Rev. 
James D. ?riest of Norfolk, Na. 
a Methodist cl.ergyman writes: 
"My grandfather Priest.was b. 
in Vt., and·as a young .man mo-

ved toJefferson-·co,, N. Y. My 
father,jonathan-:o:·_Priest was 
born in Theresti;N. Y. 25 Nov. 
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1821. He lived for a time at 
Watertown, N. Y. Had several 
brothers, Samuel, DeWitt C., 
Gilbert and another. Joaathan 
D. m. in 1849, Miss. Caroline 
Hutchins, and in 1852, moved 
to eastern Iowa. Had Rev. Jas. 
D. b. 21 Nov., 1856, who has a 

son and daughter." 
10. Polly m.· a Mr; Hall arid- had two 

sons, who were Methodist cler-· 
gymen. 

1 I. Sally m, Benj. Emmons :.and d, 
at Chateaugay, N. Y. 

12. Aaron, b.in Fair Haven.·Vt.· 27 
Mar., 1784. Resided for a time 
at Benson, where he engaged in 
merchantile and lumber trade. 
He started to go to Fort Edward 
to·, purchase. an anchor; he put 
up at a tavern near Comstock's 

Landing and · wae never- after 
heard of. 
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MORE HARVARD RECORDS. 

f 1742, June 3, John Priest and Sarah 
W1itney.J 

\Iarried by Rev. John Seccomb :­
.,748, Oct. n. John Priest and Mary 
Fairbanks. 

Married by Rev. Joseph Wheeler :-
1768, March 23, Jonathan Priest Hough­
ton and Sarah Priest. 

Married by Rev. Daniel Johnson:-
1772,John Priest ye third and Hannah 
Stow. 
1776, March 21, · Philemon Priest and 
Lois Hartwell. 
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Married by Rev. Wimam Emerson:-

1793, J Jan .. Jacob Priest and Rhoda 
Warner. 

1794,July 2, Jonathan Sawyer and Mary 
Priest. 

1795, July 2. Reuben Whitcomb, of Box­
borough and Mercy Priest. 

1796, Oct. 10, Elias Haskell Jun., and 
Lucy Prie8t. 

1785, March 5, Abel Priest and Zerviah 
Whitcomb. 

Married by __ Rev. Isaiah Parker J,,.:. D. 

1795, Nov. 2, Arron Davis and Hepsibe·1 
Priest. 

Married.by Peter Atherton. Esq:-

1753, Aug. 2, Joseph Moffit of Ipswich, 
Canada, and Doratha Priest ;,f Stow. 

Married by Josiah Whitney,]. P. :-

1784, Oct, 25, Elijah Priest aud Lois 
Gates; Dec. 14, Elias Warner and Abi­
gail Priest. 
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Married in Bolton by John Whitcomb, 
. . r 

Esq., July 5; 1780, °Nathan Priest a~d 
Mary' Bacon of Bedford. 

Married in Stow, Apr, 4, 1782. by 
Rev: .. jona. N~well, Jacob .,Priest a~d 

Mary Stone of Stow. 

'rhe following deaths are taken from 
Harvard History. 
1736, July 19, Hezekiah Priest . .IEtat 35 

I • ••. 

years. 
1$37, Apr. 9, ~usannah Priest, daughter 

· •6(Joseph . .IEtat 15 years. · · 

May :; 7, ·Th~ widow M~ry, [R_a­
chel J Priest . ..!Etat 82 yrs. [81] 
Juf y' 16, "Mary' daughte~ ~f Joseph 
Priest . .IEt .. t 16 years. 
Sept. 6, the widdow [ of Daniel] 

Elizabeth Priest, 1Etat_51· 
1738, Apr. 25, Benjamin, son of Joseph 

Priest. .IEtat 18·years and :,i mos. 
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1744, Dec. 5, a child of John and Sarah 
Priest. 

Dec. 6, Sarah, wife of John Priest. 

in her 25th year. 

1749, July 19, A child of John Priest's. 

1755, March 27, GabrieI'Priest . .tEt. 65. 
1756, Sept. 20. Mary, daughter of John 

and Mary Priest aged 13 months. 
1762, Oct. 9. An infant child of John 

Priest's, named Calxin, 

1767, June 8., Mary, D. to John Priest, 
in the third year of her age. 

1770, June 29, widow [of Gabriel] Abi­

gail Priest, of advanced years. 

(77y.5.m. 7d.J 
1772, Jan. 7, Sarah, daughtf'r of John 

Priest, abt. II monthsold. 

March 13. The widow Hannah P. 
of advanced years. 

Apr. 3. John Priest[ aged 54 years] 
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June 17, widow Mary Priest, [ age 

43 years. 

1779, March 5, A Child ,of John Priest, 
Jr. [Eunice.] 

1781, Dec. 30. Jeremiah Priest. 
1787, Mar. 16, infant child of Abel Priest. 
1789, Nov. 23, Jabes Priest, a young 

man. 

1790, July 2I, wife of Job Priest. 
1791, November 7., wife of Jacob Priest. 

[Mary.] 
Dec. I 1. child of Jacob Priest. 
[Oliver.] 

1794, Sept. II, Relief, 27 years, maiden, 
fell from a horse. 

1798, Oct. 17, Sally Priest 6fdysentery. 
1800, March 2. Sally Priest. 

July 41 Susanna, daughter of Elijah 
and Lois Priest, in the 17th year'. of 
of her ag~. 
July 14. Lucy Priest. 
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EPITAPHS. 

l'he following~ epitaphs are to be found 

in the Harvard, Mass., Burial Grounds. 

HERE LIES THI!. BODY I OF MRS ELIZA­

BETH PRIRST I THE RELIKS OF MR DANIEL 

PRIEST I WHO DIED SRPTBMBRR I THB 

6th, 1737 IN THE 53 I YEAR OF HRR AGE. 

In Memory of I Oliver Priest son of I 
Mr Jacob & Mrs Mary I Priest, who died 
I Dec. uth, 1791 I aged I month I ,,,,d 

10 days. 

In Memory ot I Mrs Mary Priest I wife 

of I Mr Jacob Priest I who died Nov. 7th 
I 1791, aged .3J_years I fmonths_ ,& 19 

days .. 
Death thou~ has conquer'd me, 
I by thy dart am slain, 
.But (.;hrist has conquer'd thee, 
And_ I ,shall rise again. . 
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In Memory of I Miss Sarah Priest I 
daughr. of Capt. Phi1emon I & Mrs Lois 
Priest, I who died March 2 1800 I aged 
21 years. 

Fresh in the morn the summer rose 
Hangs withering ere 'tis noon : 
W·i::. scarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the pleasure gone. 

HERE:LIES THE I BODY OF :·MRS I 'HAZAD­

IAH PRIEST I WHO DIED JULY I THE 1, 

1736: I IN THE 19 I YF.AR OF 'HRR AGF.. 

HF.RE LJR .. I TRE RC.DY OF I THF. WIPOWII 

!-:.AcHEL.PRIES-T, I w1-10 DIED MAY Ive 17th 
r737: I I- THE 81st YEAR: I OF HER AGB; 

Here -Lies ye body of I Mary Priest 
Daftr. of II Mr John & Mrs Mary I Priest. 
Who Died H June 9, I 767 .11 Aged 2 :years II 
& 4rMonths. 

Here Lies yell Body of Calvinll Priest 
son ofMrjjJohn & Mrs Maryl! Priest, who 
diedll Oct, ye 2·. 176:z-ll A'g~d 3 Weeks & 
4 Days. 
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Here Lies ye body of I Sarah Priest 
Daftr. of II Mr John & Mrs Mary I Priest, 
Who Diedll Janu~ry yell? 1772 aged j 10 
months. & 27 days. 

Here Lies ye II Body of a son of I Mr 
John & Mrsll Mary Priest. Born II July ye 
19, 1749II & Deceased II ye same day. 

Here Lies ye II Body of Mary II Priest. 
Daftr. of Mr John II & Mrs Mary IIPriett 
who diedll Sept. ye 29II 1756 Age I year 
&27 D. 

HERE LIES BURIEDJI ve BODY OF MRSII 
SARAH PRIEST ve WIFE OF MR JoHNII 
PRIEST & THEIR CHILD II BORN 3d DECd. 
ye 4th of ve SAMEII MONTH, WHO DEc'dll 
DE'~EMBr ve· 6th, A. n.-11 1744II AGE 24 
YEARS II 7 M, & 19 D, 

Here Lies ye body of I Mr John Priest. 
Uwho departed thisl!Life, April ye 4th, I 
A. D. 1772, aged 54 years II 4 months & 
2 Days. 

Here Lies ye body ofll Mrs Mary. Priest, 

Uwife of Mr John II Priest. who departed II 
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this Life June II ye r7th. A. D. 1772!! age 
43 years. 

In Memory of II Miss Relief Priest I 
daughter of Mr John & Mrs Mary Priest 
I who died Sept 11th, I 1794, Aged 26 

years I 9 months & 28 days. 
In Memory of I Mr JABES ?RIEST. I son 
of Mr JOHN &II Mrs MARY PRIEST I who 
departed this Life II Novr: 23d: 1789: 
Aged I 25 years & 10 months. 

Just in my prime & noon of day, 
The Lord has call'd, I must away. 

Down to the dust till Christ retums, 
And summons all before his throne. 

Here Lies ye Body ofll Mr Jeremiah 
Priest. I who departed thislllifo Decembr 
ye 2811 AD. 1781 aged 60 I Years & 8 
Month~. 

Dear friends for me pray do not I 
weep, for here I lye in dust and l 

Sleep, And here indeed I must I 
Remain till Chriet shall rais me me up . ·. 
again. 



xci) 

FROM LANCASTER RECORDS. 
The following is selected from Nourse's 

Lancaster Records- : 
john Priest of Lancaster. Inventory, 

dated 21 Dec. 1704. 
Benjamin Priest of Lancaster entered 

his intentions of marriage with - Hannah 
Johnson of Lancaster, December 29 176o. 
Daniel Priest with Elizabeth KHbom, Oct­
ober, ye 18th 1740. 
Joseph Russ of Lunenburg & Susanah 
Priest of Lancaster Declar'd their inten­
tions of Marriage May 26 1764. 
John Huit of As6by & Sarah Priest of 
Lancaster, ;:,iept. 2 1769. 
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Ephriam Foster of New Ipswich and 
. Hannah Priest of Lancaster march ye I 2 

1770. 

John Priest and Mary Longly Both of 
Lancaster Declaired their Intention of 
marage march ye 12th, 1770. 
Jacob Zwear and Abigaiel Priest Both 
Lancaster, Jany. ye 6th 1771, 

James Crosman, Jun. of New Marlbro' 
& Mary Priest of Lancaster Declared their 
Intentions of Marriage August 10, 1768. 
Aug 20; 1768 the abovesaid Mary Priest 
this day forbid th'e bands of Matrimony 
with J arnes · Grosman. Sept. r 1768, the 
above James Crosman & Marv Priest, 
declared their Intentions of marriage . 
. · Married, by Rev. Timothy Harrington, 
James Crosman of Manadnuck and M.try 
Priest of Lancaster, Octbr. ye 17 •. 1768. 

On page I 20 BC1ok 1. Lancaster Rec­
. ords. "Born Elijah, Son toJ~mes and 

Mai-yCrosman. June ye 10, 174gt_ 
On page 121, "Jonathan Son to James 

& Mary Crosman, born June IO, 1769. 
[Crossed outj 
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Samuel Jewett, & Elizabeth Priest de­
clared their intentions of marriage, April 
30. 1774. 

fimothy Brown and Eunice Priest both 
of Lancaster, declared their intentions of 
marriage March 17, 1775. 

Married by John Houghton, Justice of 
ye Peace: 
John Nicholls & Mary Priest, Sr. were 

married ye 20th Day of March an :dom : 
1720-r. 
Jert:miah Holeman & Ann Priest were 

married ye 23 .Day of March an :dom : 
1720-1. 

Ebenezer Houghton & Mary Priest were 
married, ye 23d day of March an :dom : 
1720-1. 

Joseph Whetcomb & Damaris Priest both 
of Lancaater were married, Jan. 20, 1725. 

Benjamin Atherton & Eunice Priest Both 
of Lancaster were married the 23 day of 
March, 1726-7. 

Hd:ekiah Whitcomb and Rachel Priest 



xciv LANCASTER RECORDS, 

was married by Joseph Wilder Esqr. 
April ye 3d, 1729. 
John Hough ton and Hephzibah Priest 

was married by Joseph Wilder Esqr. ye 
13 of Novembr. 1735. 

Oliver Ston of Harvard & Mariah Priest 
of Bolton November ye 29th 1739. 
Danie] Priest and Elizabeth Kilborn June 

ye forth 1741. 
Married by Joseph Wilder, Esqr,.Benj. 

Priest, & Hanah Johnson both ofLancas­
ter, Jany. 20, 1761. 

Joseph Russ to Susanah Priest both of 
Lancaster, July, 1764. 

Married by Rev. Timothy Harrington: 
April 10, 1770, James Foster of New Ip­
swich & Hanah Priest of Lancaster. 
May 5$, John PriestJunr. & Mary Lon­
gly both of Lancaster. 
1771, March 21st. Jacob Zweier & Abi.­
gail Priest both of Lancaster. 

1787, July 14. Joseph Wyman & Sarah 
Priest. 
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1779, Sept. 8, Jonn Cooledge and Han­
nah Priest: intentions entered Aug. 14. 

Married. by Nathaniel Thaye.i, S. T. 
D., 7 Dec. 1837, Mr. Luke Carter, of 
Westminster, to Mif:s. Abigail F. Priest. 

BORN. 

John, the Son of Gabriel & Abigail Priest 
was born November 21st, 1717. 

Gabriel, the Son of Gabriel & Abigail 
Priest was born June ye 17, 1720. 
Jeremiah the Son of Gabriel and Abigail 
Priest was born April ye 30, 1722. 
Joseph Preist, ye Son of Joseph & M~ry 
was born ye 28 day of November, 17::7. 
Benjamin ye son of Joseph & Mary Pi·ei!'-t 
was born ye 29 day offebruary, 1719-20. 

Mary Priest, ye daughter of Joseph & 
Mary was horn ye 23d day of March, 
1721-22. 

Susanah, daughter of Joseph & Mary 
Priest was born ye 22 day of March, 1723 
24. 
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Eleazer, ye Son of Joseph & Mary Priest 
was born ye 23 day of August, 1726~ 

Tabitha, ye daughter of Joseph & Mary 
Preist v, as born ye 5 of novemher 1727_. 

Batshheba, ye daughter of Joseph & Ma­
ry Pnest was born may ye: 1: 1731~ 

1827, Sept. 25, at Cambridge, Adolphus 
M., son of Charles and Nnncy Priest. 
1830, Oct. 12; bapt. March 2. 1831, Syl­
vanus C., son of Charles and Nancy. 
1833, July 4. Electa M., daughter of Chas 
and Nancy. 

BAPTIZED. 

1710, April 2, Damaris, daughter of John 
Priest. 

1713, Dec 2. Rachel, daughter of John 
Priest. 

1716,. April 8, Hephzibah, daughter of 
John Priest. 

1717, Nov. 9,Jonathan, son of John: Eu-· 
nice, <laughter of Hannah Priest. 

172u, Apr. 3 Gabriel, son of Gabriel. 
1721, Sept. 3, Maria, daughter of John. 
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1722, July 15,Jeremiah, son of Gabriel P. 
1724, Sept 2 2, widow Elizabeth Priest and 

her children, John, Daniel. Eunice 
Hazadiah, Bettie and Silencl!. 

1742, Sept. 26, Daniel Priest and wife 
owned the covenant and had son 
Daniel baptized. 

1745, July .20, child of Daniel _Priest, 
named Elizabeth. 

1754._ Dec. 8, Joseph and Bette Priest, ye 
parents, and Benjamin, Susanna, 
Abigail, Sarah, and Eleazer,.: the 
children. 

1756, Dec. 19, Tabitha, Elizabeth,. Mary 
daughters of Joseph Pries.t 

1758, Apr. 9, Jacob, son of John Priest. 
1763, Dec. 30, John and Benjamin, chil­

dren of Benjamin and Hannah. 
1768, Dec. 4, Oliver Johnson, son of Ben­

jamin_ Priest. 
1769, Nov. 26, Hannah, Sarah, twins of 
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, Benjamin Priest. 
1771,- Mar. 12, Charlotte, daughter of 

John Priest. · 
1772, Jan. 5, Miribah, daughter of Ben­

jamin Priest. 
1776, Feb. 28, Joel, son of Benjamin P. 
1777, Dec. 28 Solomon, son of Benjamin 

Priest. 
1833, Nov. 24. Electa Maria, daughter 

of Charles and Nancy Priest. 
Added to the Church of Christ, Lan­

caster, July 25. 1708, John ~rieat and 
wife. 

Baptized. 1708, Sept. u, Annah, Ma­
ry, Abigail, children of John Priest. 



DIED IN LANCASTER. 

(See also epitaphs.) 
1723, Oct. ye 9, Daniel Preist. 
1759, Apr. 27, Tabitha Priest. 

Aug. 18, Dr of Joseph Priest. 
1775, Apr. 30, Bettie Prjest and child. 
1776, June -,The widow Priest • .it'£tat 

Bo years. 
1777, Dec.-, Solomon, son of Benjamin 

Priest. 

1779, .Jan. 4, Solomon son of Benjamin 
Priest. 

1797, Sept. 9, John Priest, aged 88 : 
Mortification. 

1798, Mar. 25. Elizabeth Preist, aged 84. 
May 17,Joseph Preist, aged 83. 

1831, Sept 31, Zimri Priest. 
1838, Aug. 16, at Shaker Community. 

Bettie Priest. 
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MERCY PRIEST. 

Mer,;y Priest, daughter of John Priest, 
Jr, and Hannah Stow. b, 25 May, 1774, 
on July 2, 1795, married• Reuben Whit­
comb, and had John Priest Whitcomb b. 

16 June, 1796. John Priest Whitcomb 
was captain of a Harvard Military Co., 

in 1822; made Colonel 23 Aug., 1826; 

made Brigadier General 19 July, t830: 

was licensed store-keeper ; in 1829, was 
Vice President of a society growing out 
of the great temperance revival, and 

was afterward its President, and when he 

died in 1847, resolutions were adopted by 
the society. He was one of the advisory 
school committee in 1832-6; town clerk 

of Harvard, Mass, 1824-9 and 1831; as­
sessor, 1829; post master in 1826: Justice 
of Peace in 1842. 
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The following data was furnished by 
Maine State Genealogical Society and 
was compiled from Directories. 

William H. Priest, tailor, Belfast, Di­
rectory, 1882. 

Wesley H. Priest, cutter, Rockland, 
Directory, 1882, and 

Wesley H. Priest, pressman, Bangor 
Directory, 18p5. 

Martin Priest, Bangor and Falmouth 
Directories, 1895. 

Henry K, Priest, clerk, Bangor Direc­
tory, 1895. 

Patrick Priest, laborer, Falmouth. Di­
rectory, I 89 5 . 

Jesse Priest, m. Elizabeth Beeden. 1st 
Dec., 1836, at Belfast, Maine. He was a 
member of the Temperance Society in 
1841 

Deid .. mia Preist, witness to a will of 
of Katherine Grass. Sept. J 790, at Thom­
aston, Me. 



cii. FROM OLD CONCORD FA!\IILIBS, 

That below was gleaned from Potter's 
Genealogies of old families of Concord, 
Mass. 

William G. Priest m. 15 Dec., 1848, 
Mary Jane Hayward, b. in Concord,Mas­
sachusetts, b. Apr., 27, 1826. Children b. 
in Concord, Mass ;-

I. ,villiam H., b. 5 Oct., 1849; d. 
16July, 1875. 

2. Henri L., b. 4 l.'eb., 1851; died 
27 Oct., 1867. 

3. Mary J ., b. 5. Dec., 1855. 
4. Georgie, b. 14 Jan., 1856: m. 18 

Aug., 1879, Jona~han P. Blod­
gett and had ; 

i. William H., b. 17 June, '78 
ii. Walter P .. b. 29June, 1880 
iii. Raymond P., b. 2 July, 

1884. 
Mary Jane (Hayward) Priest. married 

2nd Lewis C. Puffer, 29_May, 1867. 
and had;-

1: Le,vis H., b. July, 1868. 
2. Eddie E., b 26 Aug .. 1871 



CHARLES AND NANCV ciii. 

CttARL~is, son of Jacob and Rhoda, b. 
1· Dec., 1793; m. Nancy Whitney.20 
Oct., 1814. issue:-

I • Harriet, Entered Hillside Church in 
1831. 

z. Sarah, b. 20 Oct., 1817. 
3. Rhoda Francena. b. ro Jan., 1820. 

4. Nancy Elizabeth, b. 2 Apr., 18:2. 

5. Asa Henry, b. 25 Apr .. 1824. 

6. Adolphus 1\1., b. in Cambridge, 2 

~ept., 1827. 

7. Sylvanus Chickering. h. 12 Oct·, 

1829: 1858 graduated at Amherst 
Coilege. 

8. Electa b. 4 July. 1833. 
The corner stone of a house of worship 

was laid on Wataquorlock Hill in Bolton 

in 1828. Rev. J. W. Chickering was 

the firi-t pastor. Mrs. Frances E. Chick­

. ering. Charles Priest, Mrs. ]'\;ancy Priest 

and others united from Lancaster in 1831. 

Harriet united there in 1831; Sarah S. 
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and Rhoda Francena in 1833; Nancy E. 
in 1840; Sylvanus Chickering Priest was 
baptized as a Lancaster child in 1831 ·; 
Electa Maria in 1833. In 1847, Rhoda 
Francena and Nancy Elizabeth transfer­
red their membership to the Evangelical 
Congrc:gational Church. Charles Priest 
was one of the committee chosen to get 
signers for the Bolton Church. For An­
cestral line see Jacob 5. elsewhere in this 
book. Page 60. 

~·A.. ..... ,4,'{.":~~·~N!J'IJ."';.~.'!';~;.~, 

AMI FROM RWITZERLAND. 

Ami Prete, now called Priest, resides 

at Norfolk, Conn. He was born in Jarn­
ane Switzerland, May u, 1841 ; he mar­

ried there Eliza Jonneru. His father was 

Pierre Pretre and was born 1809: his 

mother was Eliza de la Chau, born 1809. 

His ·grandfather's name was Abram Pre­

tre, who married Lidie RedauU-e. 



THE DAUGHTERS OF DEGOR.Y 
PRIEST, 

BY E. S. ATWOOD, 

The object of this article is to show that 

there has been an obscuration of the his­
tory of the daughters uf Degory Priest by 

a majority. of genealogist. Degory Priest 
married Sarah Allert')n, !lister of Isaac 
Allerton and widow of _john Vinct'nt in 
Leyden, 1611. He left his wife and chiJ­

dren there and came in the "Mayflower" 

dying at Plymouth very soon after his 
arrival Jan., 1621, His widow, Nov. I 3 

16:21, married again in Leyden, Godbert 
Ga.:ibertson, a HoJlander, who had been 
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admitted to membership in the Pilgrim 

Church at Leyden. He came to this 

country in the "Ann" bringing his wife 
Sarah, Degory Priest's widow, and Mary· 
and Sarah Priest, tw') daughters of Deg­

ory Priest. (Davis' Landmarks, Part JI., 

p. 209. After orrival in this country in 
process of time, his name hecame anglici­

zed as Cuthbert Cuthbertson. 

Genealogists for the mo~t part have sta­

ted that Phinea'> Pc1tt t11arried Mary, 
the daughter of Cuthbert Cuthbertson, 

and that John Coombs married Sarah, 

Cuthbert Cuthbertson's daugh~er. There 

is no official record of ma.rriages in '?lym­
outh Colony prior to t643, and the above 
statement is based on the following taken 

from page t 59, Vol. 1, of the published 

Records. It is a report of proceedings be­

fore the Governor and associates held 3d 

August, 1640, and reads as follows ;-
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••For as much as it appeareth by the 

testimony of Joshua Pratt and otherwise. 
that the two acres of upland lying at 

Wellingsly brook on the north side of the 

lot given to Godbert Godbertson, were 

given by the uid Godbert Godbertson 

to John Coombs, K'ent., anc Phineas 
Pratt, in marriage with their wives, his 

daughters, the court doth confirm the said 

two acres to the said John Coombs and 
Phineas Pratt, their heirs and assigns for­
ever, 

We know that Phin~as Pratt's wife was 
·named Mary, because he united with her· 

in a deed to John Smith of land sold at 

Charlestown, 1662-3, and that John 
Coombs' wife was named Sarah, because 

he also united with her in a deed to Gov. 

Prence. 

Of course this stateqient was perfectly 

correct. It omits to say, however, what ts 

a fact that Sarah and Mary the wives of 
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John . Coombs and Phineas Pratt were 

Cuthbert Cuthbertson's step-daughters 

and not his own children. This is readily 

shown as follows ;-

ut. It is beyond the bou•ds of possi­

bility that Mrs. Cutbertson woulcl have 

two :Marys and two Sarahs amongst the r 

children. Mary and Sarah were the 

daughters of Degory Priest 

· 2nd. This case was tried Aug. 3, 1640, 

and related to events that had . occured 

some years previously. and yet Cuthbert­

son had been married only 18 yrs 8 mos. 

and 20 days at this time-not long enough 

to have married off two daughters of his 
own. 

Again a tPotnote on page 122 Vol. 7, 

Mass. Historical Collections, 2nd series, 
says:-

"Phinehas Pratt (Joiner) was at Ply­

mouth about 1623. He moved to Charles-
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town and was Jh·ing there 1677. He mar­

ried the daughter of Cuthbert Cuthbert­
son, 1630." 

Davis in his "Ancient Landmarks of 

Plymouth,'' page 347, says that in 1632, 

John Coombs and wife Sarah, dauJ!!1-

ter of Cuthbert Cuthbertson, sold land to 

Thomas Prence. As Cuthbertson was 
married in 1621, it is perfectly eddent 

that these were not his own daughters, but 

the children of his wife, and daughtt:'rs ot 
Degory Priest. 

3d. The division of cattle, May n, 
1627 gives the name of l'Vt'rJ man, woman 

and chHd in Plymouth en that date. The 

grouping is by famiJies. In the 1econd lot 

(that of Isaac Alluton) Cuthhertson's 
family i1 shown to consist of himself, his 
wife Sarah, a son Samuel and two step­

daughters. Mary Priest and S&rah Prie~t. 

He had no other daughters. 
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Finally, we know that Phineas Pratt lived 

many years in Charlestown. Mass., ~nd 

die<l there about 1690. ·wyman in his Ge­

nealogies of the Estates of Charlestown.' 

page i7 I, says that his wife was '1: llry 

Priest, and again, on page 77 3, that Mary 

dsrnghter 01 · Degory Priest of Plyino!.lth 

married Phineaa Prntt. These are the 

Aquarest kind of statements and fit the 

facts exactly. Nont: of the others made 

bear sifting. In face of all the evidence, 

there can be no doubt that Phineas Pratt 

married Mary, daughter ofDegory Priest 

and that John Coomb'I married Sarah, 

daughter ot Degory Priest.-[From N. 
Y. G,mealogical and Biographical Rec­

ord. 1897. 



MISCRLA.N'EO\)S LIST OFFICIALS. 

Posrr,asters. 1884. 

C. \V. Priest Mechanics,·ille, Vermont. 

D. Pri-=st. Ht-nrietta, 'Wi~consin. 

E. Priest, ,;\linnie Lake, North Dakotah 
Wm. Priest, GoshenYille. Pa. 

J. D. C. Priest, born in Chili, postoffice 

clerk in N. Y. City. 1884. 

Luke K., mail messenger, 1884, Spencer, 
Wisconsin. 

Charles H., register ot Land office, 1884. 

Evanliitown, ,vyoming. 
Engene S. Priest, guager, V. S. Internal 

Revenue Service at Naah"ille, Tenn. 
L. 0 Prie,t, 1885, constable, Center 

Township. Madison. Co, ''Kansas. 
Zenas C. Pries~, Presidential Elector for 

New York, 1884. 
Henry S. Priest, Judge, U. S. Circuit 

Court, St. Louis. 1894. 




