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DENTON OFFUTT"AND_LIECOLH AT NEW SALEM

By birth Abrzsher lLincoln was a Zentuckizn end Kentuckisns were

to rley important rcles in his 1life - his sterrcther's guidance
in his tender years - Dsnton Cffutt's help as he started a new
l1ife et New Saler - EHenry Clay as his political idel - Mary

" Todd &8s his wife - Cessius Maroellus Clay es his'political SuYT -
roerter and friend. Offutt was nearly forgotten in the deerpen-
ing shadows of tke past until Willisr Townsend wrote "Linceoln and
the Blue Grass."™ In this bock Townsend gavo:hitherto unpublished
inforration on Denton. It is an authoritative, well written book
of historical irpcrtance covering the influence of Kentooky and
Kentuckians on Linccln.

Esnjamian. Thoras, probatly tke rmost authoritative historiam of
the Yew Salem period, says "he (Lincoln) care to Few Saler an
airless ricneer youth:; he left with 2n arocused armbition (1)
Relrhk Newrmen, In the introduction of Thoras' bock, calls tre tirme
at FYew Saler "the turning point® in Linccln's 1ifé. ‘The rwan.re-
sponsible for Lincoln's coring to New Salem was Dentcon Cffutt,
whose birthplace and boyhood hore was €ight riles sontheast of

Lexington, Kentucky. Willisarm Townsend calls him "Ire Little

Trader from Hickman Creek,

When_tbéy'first ret in the Spring of 1931 both were young men.
Linccin was twenty two years.old and Denfon.Offutt weas abcut
twenty five years old. (Denton's exact birth date has not been

established, but it was between 18C3 and 1207) (2)
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What kind of perscn was young Denton CGffutt in 1831

when he first mef young Lincoln? Who was this Ken-
tuckién, who was éckﬁowieﬁgeﬁ‘to be the first to
"discover"” Lincoln.and. who .had such a rrophketic

vision about Lincoln'’s future® How did his background
differ-fror Lincoln's?

Historians of the New Salenr pericd vary in threir
appraisals of Dentén; There seers to be mystique about
this restless, energetic, persistently arbiticus man.

In the face of adversity. he has been described as a
Yyoung man in a hurry" tc make his way in the world and
make money out of opportunities he felt existed in

trade on the frontier. But in so much of a hurry he
failed to continue his education as cther members of the
family had dcne. Yet he greatly adrired the highly edu-
cated, especielly his brothler ﬁzré:‘ This brash young
‘ran, - skort, cuick terpered, loving life and licuor,
fastidious in maznner and dress, seeking his‘fortune with
a substantial inhe¥itance fromr his father's estate in
his pocket, traveled fror Kentucky tc the Illincis fron-
téer in search of a dream to set up a2 river trade with

New Orlesns by drawing on the rrocducts of the rich land

of Central Illinois. There he was to reet Abraham Lincoln,



-3~

Denton's father was Samuel Offutt. EHe was bern Oetober

2, 1751 and died January 25, I827. His wife was Elizabethr
Ray, who was born in 1761 and died February 21, 18231.. They
were married in Maryland by the farous Rev. "Cabin John" .
Threlkeld on Cctcber 22, 1778, Saruel, his wife and

farily left Maryland in 1801 and came by oxcart through

fhe Curberland Gapr and the Wilderneéss Road to the Blue_'
Grass area of Kentucky. With rescurces in hand from the
sale of prorerty in Maryland, he purcha;sd a large tract

of fertile land on Hickmen Creek near a spring which still
survives. A farm he sold before he left Maryland wés
called "Final Ccnclusion". Eebuilt a "comfortable two
story residence' and furnished it with heirlooms brcught

on his initiél trip to Kentucky and subsecuent trips to
Maryland. Townsend éescribes Saruel &s a "mah whees edu-
cation was above average in central Kentucky. Fe wrote a
good hand, kept his acccunts neatly, and figured accurately.
& firr advocate of schools, he built a schoolhouée on his
own land fronting Tate's Creek Pike for the Benefit of his
own children and those of cther farilies of the neighbor-
hoocd. For many generations the O0ffutt fawmily had been
breeders of fine horses, and it was nct lcng before Sgmuel
had oné of the best stock farms in the Bluegrass. In addi-
ticn to horses he raised rules, sheep,-cattle and hcgs,
sending large cargces of livestock each year docwn tre Ohilo

and Mississipri toc Natchez and New Crleans®
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Dentonts family had deep rocts in e€arly Marylend, going\
back to colenist Willier Offutt of Frince George County.
Williar married Mary Breck abcut 1697. She was a member
of an early family with large land holdiﬁgs. @illiém'
becare a landed patriaréh. At the time of his death in
1734 he owned neérly 6,000 acres of land in the Potomac
Falls area, part of whkick is now Georgetcwn, D. C. Ee
sired eleven children - three girls and eight boys. His
son Williem JI, married Jane Joyce and their son, William
III, married Elizabeth Magruder. Saruel, Denton's father,
was their oldest son. Elizabeth Magruder, Denton's grand-
mother,’was a descendant of Aiexander'Magfuder and Ninian
Beall. Both were prominent7Scotsmen in early Maryland
history. .Both were Jacobites whb had fought against Crom-
well., Wiiliam was closel& associated with his neigkbor,
Ninisn Beall. Besll was prominent in early Maryland history.
He established the first Fresbyterian ckurchk in Maryland

and Williem served on the first board of that church. [5)

What manner of ran was twenty-two year o0ld Abrzham Lincoln
in 1831 when he first met Denton Offutt? Lincoln's life up
to this time was a contrast to Denton's. TUntil this tirpe

he had been virtually a prisoner of the wilderness frontier.
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~ &s - 3id rany others, Lincoinvendured the struggle for
survival through the lbng winters, the never-ending
labor toc secure food and shelter. The men aged earl
from hard menual lazbor. The confinerent of restricted
cuarters and hard work caused reny of the womeh to
suffer fror "cabin fever™., Death fror disease and
child birth came tob fréquently. Only fhe strong and
determined survived. Tre vigorous life coarséned some
and strengtkened others. Trere were fhése who, facing
such én existence, became self righteoué, narrow relig-
lous bigots while cthers became unruly ruffians, re-
specting neither-law or propertiy.

By 1831’thé frontier country was developing villages
and towns. Hardly any cculd be called cities. The
fertility of the lend, the wealth of the forests and
the labor of the people did rrovide the basis for build-
ing a better life. . But Lincoln, at the time he came to
New Saler had not shareé in/much of this change., To
survive he had stayed close to his father and never got
very far away, except—for-his cuick trip with young
Gentry to New Orleans and short journeys on the rivers

and streanrs.
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Probably his rapport with his stepmotker, Sally Jchnston,
kept him with the family until he met Offutt. OShe was a
great influence cn his life after he was ten years ola
until he left home a2t age twenty-two. EHis father Thoras
had mwarried her after Nancy Hanks died. Lincoln, in his
autobiography written in June 1860, says very little of |
his mother, who diedféhen'he was 9 years old: but of his
steprmctlrer he says, "She proéed tc be a good and kind
mother". Tarbell says of Sally JOhnétohy"She was a women
of,eneigy, thrift‘and.gentlenéss’andvtaught tke children
habits of cleanliness and comfort.:("é) She brougkt =
better home life and love to motherless Abraham. And
what is probably more irpcrtant, ske encouraged him to
learn, in contrast to his illiterate father's low regard
for "book larning".

Bowever, thlis is not to discredit his mother, Nancy
Hanks, She is reputed to have taken great pains to teack
her children what she knew abcut tre Bible, told ther
fairy tzles and country legends. She did the best she

could and must have laid some of tke foundations.of good

character in her infant child.
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" Unlike the kind words for ris stepmother, Lineccln
showed little warmth of feeling for his father,. |
Thoras Lincoln. However, he expressed sore symﬁafhy
when he said of his father:- "Thcras was the young-
est son ..... by the carly death of his father and
very narrow circumstances of Lis mcther, even in
ckildhcod was & wandering labecring boy and grew ur
literally without education. He never 4did more in
the the way of writing than to Bungliggiy sign his
cwn name." However, credit must be given to Thores
for teaching "Abe" carpentry which he was tc use in
building the flatboat for Offutt.

There seeme to be one central theme in Linccln's life
-"struggleV The struggle of his early years rust
have left its rark, and rey e€xrlein the relanchcly he
suffered from time to time for most of his life.
Nothing seemed to core easy to hir. The struggle
with poverty, with cleéring the forests, 'rlowing andi
harvesting". K¥e had an axe put into his hends at
once (in his eighth year) and from that tire until
his twenty-tkhird year, he was almosﬁ constantly hand-
ling that "most useful instrumenti“

Linceoln had roved witkh Bis father and steprother from

Kentucky to Indiana and then in 1830 tc Illirois,
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where the farily had settled 10 miles west of Decatur
iﬁ Macon Cocunty. Abraham was 21 and had started to
shift for himselfs; but, as Tarbell notes, 'Le héd no
trade, no profession, no srot of learnd, nc patron; no
influence. Two things rgéommended hir - he was strong
and he was a good fellow{z) He lacked even a suit of
respectable clothes and split rails fcr tke cloth for
a rair of trousers: "Standing six feet four he could
outlift, outwork ahy ran." _Lincoln at this period
described himself as "a piece ¢f floating driftwocd.”
In later 1life, he referred to himself when he came to
New Saler to begin his job with Offutt as "a friendless,
uneducated penniless boy." |
In tre early Winter of 1831 Denton Offutt had come to
the Springfield area. Encuiring fcr an experienced flat-
boat men, he keard of John Hanks and scught him out.
Hanks recommended "Abe" and Johnston, Lincoln's ster- -
br6ther, to work with him on tke flatboat. Offutt hired
ther at $12 per rotith plus return to Sf Louis. Offutt,
using the proceeds of his share of his father's estate,
plenned to take a cargo of livestock and produce to New

Orleans.
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The flatbost tock four weeks to build. Abcut thé
riddle of April 1831 it was loaded and the trip to
New Orleans began. A few riles dcwn thehSangaan
River a mill-damr had been constructed at the village
of New Szlem. Tre loaded fiatboat, with its crew of
Offutt, Jchnston, Hanks and Linccln abocerd, stuck on
tke mill dzr for nearly twenty four hours. Denton
Offutt's venture wes in Jjecpardy unless the flatbost
could be relezsed. The villagers care to witness
the operaticn e2nd noticed the big fellow, after the
cargo had been unloaded, working on a rlan to get tte
. boat over the miil-dav. Lincoln's rlan was successfiul
and the crowd was irpressed with Linccln's resource-
fulness and ingenuity. .
During this short stay at New Saler, Offutt kad tre
orportunity to see the town and felt it would be =
gocd loading yoint for flatboats cerrying crors and
livestock to New Orlearns and other river markets,
Offutt determined to return and esteblish himself af
New Szler when he care back from New Orlesns. Thus
did a mill-der become the link between Offutt, Lincoln
- and New Salerm and becare reascn for later immortslizing

and preserving this frontier village.
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The trip o New Orleens was, sc far as we know,
corpleted without any furtrer significant inci-
dent. The impact on.young Lincoln of tke ronth
sprent in New Orleans disrvrcsing ¢of tke cargo ﬁust
have been tremendous. Benjamin Franklin's son-
in-law, Richard Backe, grapkically describes tre

New Orleams scene &s he ssw it in 1834:-

4]

?Fe worlgne ﬁf53§$e§°8} %Eed%§gg% E%%%fs %n
far as. can be geen,. - flathosts.fror every
point of the NlSSlSSlppl River, laden with
flour, corn, meats, 1live stock cattle, kogs,
hcrses, mules, ete. Somre full with Negroes

- soxeé with '0ld Monongahels' whkisky. Along
the whcle line are the owrers of flat boats
trading with the citizens, rerchants and shop
keepers. And thken such crowds e€specially
along tre _ levee which is oprosite the market

house.” ¢2)
In 1830 Josiak Cordon, a Lendoner, gave his im-
rression:

"The first object thet presents itself is the
dirty = and uncouth backwocds flatboat,

Hars, ezrs of corn, apples, whiskey barrels

are strewn upon it, or attacked to roles to
direct tre attentlon ‘of the buyers. Close
by are the rather rore decent keel boete with
cotton, furs, whiskey and flour. DNext, the
elegant stearbcet, whick in its hissing and
reépeated scunds, announces its arrival and de-
partures; sending forth irrense colurns of

black cmoke that forr into long clouds above
the city. Further are all the smeller merchant
vessels, the sloors and the schccners from Ha-
vana, Vera Cruz,. Tarpico: tken the brigs ana
lastly the elegant shkirs, aprearing like 2 for-
est of masts."(8) |

The description of the flatbcatmen was not very
flattering, 2s Didimus writes:-
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"....strong, hardy, rcugh snd uncocuth, savage,
wild and lewless .... six feet tall, with
brcad shoulders and breast fatlese but well
strung snd muscular. Their prcsture stooped

and their neir long and shaggy which fezlls
disheveled abcut their ears. Their feet and -
hends are very large. Their eyes are swollen,
red and watery, due tc their rrolcnged exros-
ure tc the weather. Their eyelashes zre scant
and their eyebrows long, thin and shaggy.

Their mcuths large and their ncses large and
prorinent, having a 'warr whiskey hue'. Threy
wear & large felt hat a lz slouche with an im-
rense brir, from which the rains of heaven have
long since extracted the glue. 1t locks for
21l the world like an o0ld lady's car ruffle on
2 Sunday recrning. They wcre & linsey-woolsey
jecket with short sleeves end trousers of stout
Kentucky jeans.®

"They were the firet frontier men of thke trens
Arralachian rigration. They settled a2long tre
Ohioc and Tennessee rivers and their tributeries.
Trey cpened up a new territcry in the primeval
forests and along the unchartered strezsms cor
rivers. They were allured by the wide opren
sraces of 2 new frontier. They were the rpion-
eers who contributed sc nmuchk_to the development
of tre great Middle West." €¢9)

Until he was employed by Deaton Offutt, Lincocln kad
never had the assurance of a steady job. Early in
thelr accuaintance, Lincoln recognized Offutt hed
the resources, the vision and the will to establish
a trading business. Thereafter Lincoln exerted him-
self tc gain Offutt's confidence and to help him
| carry out his business rlens. ’Likewise, Offutt,
~€arly in their acouaintance, recognized the value of
Lincoln to his interests, 'Both believed in tre ex-
pending future of the New Salem srea, based on trad-

ing and trensrport.
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Offutt decided tc emrloy this bright, strong ycung men
as the ranager of a store he rlenned to open at New
Salem. With his inherited resources and the profit
fror the cargo sold in New Orlezsns he employed  Linccln
to return to New Saler, build, open and manage a gener-
al store zs socn &s the surrlies Offutt rurcresed in St.
Louis were delivered. On July 8, 18§f£8ffutt peid £€5.00
for a "retail merctendise license" and renewed it for
ancther £5.CC fee on Decerber 6, 1831;»kSoon after,
Offutf leased the mill, put Lincoln in‘charge and hired
Greene as Lincoln's helper. Offutt expected to use the
store as a base of operating his trading activitiés,
leaving Lincoln tc manage the store and mill and super-
vice Greene.
Both envisiocned traffic on fhe Sangemon as the basis
for their success, Offutt saw himself as chief executive:
- agnd Lincecln (tc use modern orgénizational thinking) as
his Vice President of COperations. Once tre store was
€cstablished, Offutt praised Lincoln to everyone, Téf—
bell's statement,."Offutt even declared tlre country over
that ®Abe" knew mcre than any man in tke United States,

(11)
gnd that some day he would be Presidenttwas more prorhet-

ic than aznyone would admit at the time.



- 13 -

Until he met Offutt, Lincoln suprorted hirself by herd
labor. The job in Offutt's store was a relief frem
renugl labtor, and gaﬁe Linceln the time end place to-
develop his rind and the Oppertunity to broaden his
reorle-to-reople experiences. rere he started the
study of grammar, here he gaihed the resrect of the
"Clary Grove boys" after the wrestling metch with
Arrstrong proroted by Offutt. Friends develcped while
he worked in Offutt's stcre lster would suprort
Lincoln's early politicel zspiraticns.
foutt:put rore and rore resronsibility for tre store.
and mill cn Lirccln wrile he pursued trading and cotkrer
ventures throughocut tre countryeide.
On Merch 26, 1832 and April 21, 1232 Lincoln gave re-
ceipts eigning ther "A, Linccln for D, Offutt.™ The
originels of these appear between reges 42 and 43 in
Townsend's "Lincoln and tte Blge Grzss", Tre follow-
ing gd in tre Sengarcn Journel of March 8,<1832 indi-
cates Offutt's effort to establish a substantiel enter-
Trrise.

"Dentcn O0ffutt inferrs trhe farmers of Saﬁga-

~ren and Mcrgan Cc., he will have by last of

Marchk 3,0CC-4,0CC bushels of seed corn at

Yew Saler which he rropecses to sell $1.CC/

bu., Fe would slsc have z cuantity of cctton-

seed frcr Tennessee ., Subscription will irredi-

ately oren for seed corn and subscribers will
have preference.”™ (1¢)
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Cffutt's store was built near the river and tre rili.
Offutt, like many others, believed the Sangarcn River
would be an artery of trade and his stcre, being tke-
closest tc the river, trerefore wculd rrosrer tdfe
than the stores nearei tre center of tke tcﬁn. Navi-
gation on the Sangamon proved tc be difficult because
of wide veriation in water levels in different seasons,
unrredicteble dangers fror fezllen trees and silting

due to erocosicn fror néwly cultivated lend.

Furthermore the difficulties of trade in an undeveloped
frontier, due to roor corrunication, mcnetary and
credit probléms,'uncertainty of rarket prices made suc-
cess of any business venture uncertain. There were al-
ready several stores in New Salem when Offutt opensé?
his store. Obviously toc rany for s settlement of 25
ferilies unless the town becarme a trading center for =
larger area, New Ssler cculd rave grown and prosrered
if navigation of tre Sangaron had raterizlized.

Tre business realities of trying to develop & succeses-
ful enterprise were closing in c¢n Offutt. The ill-
fated jocurney of the steamboat Talisren trying to core
from Cincinnati to New Seler sealed any hope of suc-
cessful nevigaticn on the Sangaron.

His rlans, once enthusiasticaily encouraged by reogple

of the area, collapsed. 3By the Spring of 1832, he
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found himself overextended and the store znd rmill,
for lack of customers, was "petering out%, as Lin-
coln put it. Tke frontier enterpreneur had exhaust-
€d his capital &nd as things went wrong, he found
hirself deserted and broke. The store was turned
over to his creditors with Lincoln handling tke 1i-
cuidetion. 1t wes trhe best Dentcn could do and there
is no record tc confirmr risdeeds or diversion of
zesets. It appeers he turned the store over to Lin-
celn te licuidate, returned thke mill to Careron and
departed from New Szlerm to build a2 new life.
Sore have:claired Offutt left creditors unpeid srnd
that court action was taken against hir. A search was
made tc check what reCCrds show. The only records
were located with the helyp of Jares T, Hickey in the
Lincoln Library of the Illincis Historical Society in
Springfield, Illinois. They are as follows:-
NOTES ON COURT RECORDS AT HIST. SOC.
Sept. 13, 1831 - Denton Offutt with Glasscock as
surety gave a ncte for £11C to
Willier Forter for 6C dsys &t
6C% interest in presence of Virgil
Hickox. Porter assigned the not
| to W. E. Brown. |
May 24, 1832 - Williar Forter as ggent for Wr.
Brown rade effidavit thket Gless-
cock hes nc preoperty in Sangsmpn

County and Offutt ras gone, but has
sore .rersocnal rroperty in tre Ccunty.
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Serterber term 1832 of circuit Ccurt

Brown sues Offutt for pesyrent of ncte.

Sarrons stated Cffutt hes gone tc rerts

unknewn. Offutt wes tc sprear Serterber

17, 1”32 to satisfy note for $11C plus

6C% interest. There is no furtrer action

excert for a2 nctation on the originsl

note - ‘'satisfied in full". Hickey feels

" Linccln rsy heve been inveclved &s rart of

ncte was torn away.
Based on these records, it wonld appear the assets Offutt
left behind were sufficient to satisfy even a 60% usurous
note. OUne can only speculate why this one court action
was taken unless there was propertyOavailable which those
th possession of the property did not want tb-release tc
repay this note. The notation on the note, "satisfied in
full" surely cleesrs Offutt.
When the call for men to fight Black Fawk and & compsny
was formed, the resrect and affection Lincoln had develored
with his fellow ren won hir, by a vote in the field, the
corrard as cartain., Lincoln, correnting on this in his
third-person autcbiogrerhy written in later life, says he
wes e€lected "to his own surrrise' and adds, "He sazys he has
not since had any success in life which gave hir so rmuch
satisfaction."™ Linccln had aschieved hig first step tcward
a career which eventuslly l€éd to the Fresidency.
~ Lincoln, after serving frorm April to July 1832, returned -

to few Saler and lived there until he left for Springfield

in 1837. New Salerm declined as Fetersburg grew and "by

1840 New Seler had ceased to exist. W (12)
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- The following ccrrents of well } nown and recognized

historisns of Lincolin's early life should help com-

plete the historical profile of young Denton Offutt's

relationship tc young Abrahar Lircoln. (See note)

Faul Angle, one of the great Lircoln schclars, says:

"ht the head of these varied enterprises was
Offutt, the rost rrogressive nman by all odds
in tke village. He was certainly en cdd char-

acter, if we acceprt tkhe judgrent of his con-
temporaries. Dy scre he is given the character
of a clear-readed, brisk man cf affairs. By
others he is variously described as 'wild,
noisy, and reckless,' cr 'windy', rattle-brained,
unsteady, and irprovident.' Despite the unenvi-
able traits ascribed to hir he was gcod at reart
eand_a_generous friend of L1ncoln,"(13\

Barton's "Life of Abrahar Lincoln", in the chapter

"The Driftwoocd and the Der" has this to sey:-
"Trere care a sad day when Offutt had to confess
thet he cculd not meet his bills."

"Doubtless his corpetitors and other wise ren of

New Saler were ready to affirmr that they had
feit sure 2ll the tire that Cffutt was too rmwuch
cf a braggart tc be& 8 gocd business men, Cffutt's
nare after his downfall was held in little regard
in New Saler, In tre day of his glory it might
have stocd against all competitors, but after his
feilure there were ncne so poor to do him rever-
ence., But Linccln perted from Firm in real sorrow.
-Whatever losses others hed suffered thrcughk trust-
ing hir, Lincoln knew that Offutt ked "rendereé
Fim a lasting service. Fe hed given Linccln 3

larger vision of 1ife and insrired him with a new
confidence in his ocwn Dowers."( 1)

Yote:

(The underlined portions of the following wuota-

tions were not underlined by the original authors buft
were done by suthor of this srticle.)
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Willier Townsend, whose schclarly and beautifully

written book, "Lincoln and the Blue Grass® tells
cf Denton's leaving New Saler in this pcignanf
raragraph:-

"While others had sustained losses in his cor-
rercisl ventures which rerhaps, had been
launched tco cptiristically, but always irn
gocod faith, he hed esuffered more than any of
trher, having lost every doller of his ssvings
end all of his inheritance., ‘Yet Offutt wss
sad thet scre of those who FHed once: sc énthus-
iastically proclaired him a veritable captain
cf finance, now sproke harshly of hir, celling
hir, in the:words of Uncle Jimmy Short, ‘a
wild, reckless, harur-scezrum kind of man.'

. Lincoln., of course, wes not one of these. In-
deed, it would heve made Gffutt happy to know
what perhaps he never knew, that in future:
vears, when Lincoln came to write his cwn
autobicgraphical sketch, he would not fail to
rention gratefully the nsme of the men who
first gave hir a lerger vision of l1ife end
confidence in himseilf. ....YXet unwittingly, as
Ebrzher Lincoln's first svonsor. he had alrezdy
achieved 2 rodest but inevitable imrortslity.™(15)

Fenry Clay Whitney, on rege €6 of "Lincoln - The
Citizen" wrote one of the feavorzble - eprraisals cf
Offutt at New Saleme-

"Let us not disdasin this wild prcduct of frontier
civilization, however, for we should cherish andg
honcr - eny agency in the: evcliution cf Abraher Lin-
coln. QOffutt was his genercus friend e2nd gave
‘hir his first start in 1ife. Through his agency.
Linccln wes trensvlapnted frorm the scrbre wilder-
ness of Henks's neighborhcod to the more progres-
sive conditions and more ccngenial surroundings
of New Salem - his first living in an aggregate
corrunity. As a merchant's clerk in New Szler he
had an abundance cf leisure. Lincoln spent much
tire in reading and studying.®
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Benjarin F. Thoras, eminent historian and author of
"Linceln's New Salem™ writess:-

"& strange corbination, Offutt was enterprising-

and enthusastic, but also boastful and vain.

'He talked toc ruch with his mouth.' EKe was

drearmy, impractical, tocc fond of drink. In a

sense, however, he wes the discoverer of Lincoln. "(14)

The most critical ccmrent is Reep's in his "Lincoln
£t New Salenr':-

“"Ebout this time, it becare apparent to Lincoln
that Offutt wes nearing the end of kis career as

a2 merchant. e appears tc have had other inter-
ests at other places, a sort of 'Captain of Fi-
nancet, and spread his resources sc thinly that
he failed, and, gathering together such funds as
he could lay his hands on, fled the: country,
leaving his creditors to make what they could
from the stock left. These creditors attached
his stock of goocds and in due course seecured
exegutions in asttachment and sold them. During
the=zlegal proceedings necessary before a sale
could be had, Lincoln, by agreement cf the cred-
itors, was left in charge: of the stcre and sold
such goods as he could, accounting to them for
the troceeds."(17‘

Reep is believed toc be:in error'as-thezoni$'court
action was to collect %11C note: referred to on page
1e6. | .

Writing about Denton, Williar Herndon, Lincoln's
.law partneriénd.confidant, says:s

"Fe (Offutt) was certainly en odd character, if
we accept the judgment of his contemporarie

By some he is given the- character of a clear-
resded, brisk man of sffairs. By others he is
variously described as 'wild, noisy, and reck-
less', or ‘'windy, rattlebrained, unsteady, and
irprovident.' Despite the urenvieble trzits as-
scribed to him, he was gcod at heart and 2 gen-
erous friend of Lincoln.®™ (18)
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Denton's life wes not finished when he left New
Saler in 1832. IHe returnéd to Kentucky tc work fer
his brothers Otho and Sam, both well established
farmers with prosrercus livéstock orerations. ~%it£
the death of Ctho and Sar rmoving to Missouri, Denton
started on a2 career of training.horses5 especially
- dexonstrating his-ability toc tame and break horses
at fairs end speciél shows. Since ckildhcod he pc-
sessed @ marvelous power over animals and this becare
his livelihocd. With thke help of a.ghéstwriter, re
published a srall booklet of 120 pages, "A New 2nd
Corplete System .of Teaéhing the: Forse on Fhrenclogiczal
Frinciples™ Aprleton's GQueen City Press, Cincinnati,
184R), 'Hé was indignant when snother plagiarized his
boock and gainéd unearned reccgnition. érmed,with'recém-
.mendétions from Eenry Clay and other imrortant peorle,
he travelled far and wide - even going to England. In
1860, reputedly dying of cdnsumption,_he wrote Linccln
asking for a job. His was 2 wendering life devoid of
farity end friends. His grand plans failed but he
carried on, remembering "Abe' as he gained fare end dis-
~tinction.
In spite of his faults, Denivon Offutt deserves to be re-
rerbered by all who revere Lincoln's memory as Lincoln's
errloyer end true friend at a crucizl point in young Iin-

coln'ts life.
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