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Adam Miller and hie vife Margaret were married in Germany. the land 

of their birth, on April lStb, l79S. They emir;rated to the United 

State• in the auaoaer of the same y..J~r. Unacquainted vitb the language 

or customs of thia country, they \.'-lre brave of heart, atrong of muscle. 

and willing to work. '11ley eatablished tb.eir bome on• farm in New York 

State. Here their tbird child was born at Dansville, Livingston County~ 

H.Y. on January 16, 1806. Young D'1niel received bu education in the 

common achool• of thoae times and 3rew to ZDt~nhood in hi• h0:1e comcunity. 

At tb.e age of twenty-five he-married Mia• Ann 1?£rc (born !-1.arcb 5,1815) 

on December 29• 1831. ADD wu sixteen years of age. In 1839 they came 

to Michigan (Clayton, in Genc.ce Cocnty), then a territory thought of 

aa away to the Weat aod very much of a wilderncs~. Tbey came by oxtemn 
. 

and covered wagon. Detroit was no: muc~ of a tm.n then, so they puahed 

oo farther to the Weat. Tbere w~r~ sevaral brother• with their familiet, 

in the party. They founded vhat haa since been known•• the Miller 

Settlement 1n Claytoa ro"il.-nahip, Gcaeaee Co., Y.icbigan. They cleared thE: 

timber from the land aDd built t~ir ho:Des. They cut the road through 

the wood• from Flint to Swartz Creek in 1841. In tbia year of our 

Lord, 1945, it Ls part of a concrete bi3hway (JU8) but •till noted ou 

th• map u Miller Road, a memorial to pioneer aettlera. .Many of the 

deaceodanta of Adam and Margaret !-!iller live in Flint and through.out 

sc~thern Michigan. 

Thia ia the atozy of Dani.el Miller, the third oon of Adam and !4.argaret, 

acd hia daacendanta. D.aoial Gd his wife Ann lived in the Miller at?ttletaent 

twenty•tvo yaara, 110ra or 1 .. a, where tbey engnged iG fanaing and the 



manufacture of aaleratua (soda). ltore their fc.J:.ily, aeven aona and 

two daU&htera • were born and gre·lii to 1uan a·=ul t.cc:.cnhood. During thia 

time u hia aona grev up aod took over the work in the 11aah-ery" and 
, . 

on the farm, Daniel Hiller. an earnest Chriatii:.n :aan. took up evangel• 

istic work in hia O."ll and neighboring comn~,ities, traveling many mile• 
. . 

on horseback to carry the gospel c.cs:;age thrO\J[;h a wild region to the 

pioneer& in the early day• of our State. The msaionary volkof faithful 

laymen concributed much to the cul::urc, civilization and apirit_ual welf,.re 

of the people. many of them young people who hnd left hcmea of ref1n~eLt 

and co:uort to aeek their fortune in a neY ll.Ild strange environment; the}' 

needed the help and encouragement eheae Men of Cod brought, and welc~c: 

them. Rev. Daniel Miller was ordllined to the Ministry during tboae ·years. 

In 1861. again moved by the spiri~ of adventure, accompanied by his olduat 

aons, Wells B. and Marahall H. 1 he ti:ent to Northern Michigan, just opclUid 

for aettlement under the Homcatec.<l Act. There they located a claim. 160 

acre• for each of them, in Glen Ar~r Townsnip. Leelanau County. the 

three farms or homestead• adjoinir:.3. 'nley returned to the Miller settlu

ment in Genesee County with glowin3 account• of the wonder• and beautie:i 

of the North country. which the great-grandchildren of today (1945) vou: .. d 

not deny, although the magnificent foreata of 1661 have given place to 

fertile fielda and many, many £crcs of orc~do. especially cherriea, 

that are truly a marvel of b<!auty, in blossom or in fruit. while the 

beauty of hill and lake 1a unaurp~tiaed. 

About a yeu later they moved to tne ncv boaa in the Rortb going by boat; 

from Detroit to Glen Haven, a port of l&Ad1ng in Sleepilla Baar Bay. 



Neighbora'wet• few and far aparc, but they gave t~ nev-comere a warm 

welcome and placea for them 1D their horae• while tha new horneo were 

building. Rev. Daniel Miller ani his sueet wife were twice pioneers. 

Be carried on bi.a miniater1al ~o·rk in thia new field until failing 

health and added year• made it D'!Cc&sary for him to reat, and younser 

mea took up the work. In 18£8, i.ihcn tho writer firat met them in their 

plusant home near the ahom of Glen Lake. they were living their quiet 

life, faithfully and lovingly to those around th~. I vu not privileged 

to know them long. On Y•rch 18 anJ 20th. 1891, tiley puaed away. vicths 

of the first influenza epidemic we bad ever known. OD March 22. 18911 . 

they were laid to reot 1D Oakwood Ce1netary at Traverse City. Michigan. 
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Well.a Benaon Killer waa the olde3t son of Reverend Daniel Miller 
• 

aud his vif~ ~- _Ha vu· born at Mount Morris, Livingeton Cowity 1 

New York, February a. 1833. Be w~s six year• old whea he and tvo 

younger brothera came vitb their parents to Michigan Territory in 

1839. He grew to young manhood in th.e Miller a.ettlemeot in Genesee 

County• Michigan. 

In April 1652, at the age of nineteen and in c~lp:iny with hia uncle, 

David Miller, who waa a younger brother of hia father, well• •~t out 

for the gold field• of the Weat. ~ith eacn of tbcm a pony, •ome 

clothing and food. they travelle~ thirty miles the first day to Uncle 

John Miller'• at Fenton, where they rested over Sunday. Here they 

were joined by two other men and t:iree horses. Ttiey went through 

Olicago, then 1D ita early infanc:,, very unattl·&ctive and sw~y. 

They arrived at Council Bluff•• Io.a, about ~!.&.y firat. }~n ferried 

across tlle Miaaouri ltiver and the horses au~ c1cro••• They had 

ac~ui~ed aeven horaea by this time for carryili.3 tents, tools, clothing 

and food. they atayed two weeka tnere waiting for the grasa to grow to 

cake pasture for the horaes. I--!ultitudea of men travelled theae western 

plains. many of whom never reached the laod of their hope.a and dreams; 

knowing little or nothing of the hardship, priv8tioa and discouragement 

ahead of them. chey had perished on the way.a 

No vegetablea to vary their diet of aalt meat and hard tack (a very d:ry 

bread or cracker)• IMltar tbat w£.s oot alwi!.ys pure, these, witb weary da:r• 

of overland travel on borae-back. .-100 on fc,ot, le,i to illneaa of aerioua 
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1. . ' 

nature. principally cbolera and 3c~xvy. ~. B. Miller and hia party 
,, 

aaw hundred• of sh.allow gravea aa th~y travell'2d the plaina•-.i trench 
. , ., 

dug and a body rolled in•-.. l>ut we must go on .aod dare not acop, 11 aay• 

w. B. ~1iller in ha vrittcu acc01.Jnt of the trip. ''Every horao that 

passed us made that much lea• grass for ou::s. lt:o reached Oregon City 

on September firat and rested for three weeks, sa"-4 the first house since 

we had croaaed the Kisaouri River. We were dirty. ragged and tired, 

hungry for •oma good food. I went to work for a farmer clearing land. 

Uncle David did carpenter work. building a aaw~ill. Plenty of vegetable• 

and fruit drove out the aalt meat and scurvy w~ b.3d picked up on the 

plaina. We had oot aeen a f&rm nouse in four :nonths • 
.... 

''New mines bad been discovered three hundred milc3 from Oregon City. t.e 

had gone abouc ha1f way when Uuclc David w..is taken sick. We found a 

man who waa keeping bo&rdera in .a larse teat ar.d I had to leave Uncle 

David there--1, a ~oy of 19, a Gtr~ngcr, folla-~103 a trail through the 

woods. I waa brought up by• praying father; I did not forget, but I 

had not learned to pray m-.Y&elf. I had a saove'i and a pick--I spit on 

trrf handa 1 jumped dcrw into a bola and went to ~-10r:,. I have worked ever, 

day aince except Sundays. There wna one Sunday on tbe plaina when we tud 

to keep travelling ao that our horses might find ?Uture. Thouaanda of 

others were going io the aame direction. We hi:..d been told of Oregon miit 

and mud, but ve were there more th~n a year ands.aw none of it, never 

passed a more pleasant winter, w.jrking in the ;1ina every day without a 

coat. I waa working alone, made four dollara a day. 

''The two men vbo bad atarted fro:'1 Fenton, ~1ichigaa. vith ua had gone on"' . 
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tr.'hen Uncle David wa• well enough, he came a.cd 1113 built a log houae, 

12xl4'• with a "shake" roof. The door wa• hull£ with wooden hingea. 

We built a fireplace chimney of sticks and atone. made pole bunks and 

filled them with hemlock bough•• and slept the sleep of the righteous. 

Toward• apring, prov1a1on• got low and three of us started out to hunt•· 

travelled ten mile• from camp anc killed one elk {poor meat). Next 

morning it rained and we took the 1r.eat through mud and water, getting 

to camp at noon. wet and hungry. \-.bile we wero gone a pack train had 

coma through with beef and flour. Uncle David had brought ten pounds of 

flour at one dollar a pound and o picce_of beef, ull they would sell to 

one man. I cut off a chunk of meat, &tuck it on a sharp stick and held 

it to the fire until the fat begun to melt, went out and sat on a log~to 

eat the raw meat, and cried for the first time since I left home. It . 

aeemed to me the aweeteat morael I had ever eaten. 

"One day on the plain• I saw my old pony. He had grown fat and wild. 

I crept up on bia blind side and cau6ht hie by the mane, petted him, 

talked to him, kissed him, and ba<l(! him goodby in Cod'• care." (Your 

historian pauaea here to wonder if the abandoned horses could be the 

ancescor• of the herd• of wild horses known as ~ustanga or Indian poniea 

one reada about in Z£ne Grey'• stories of the 1,;est.) 

"Uncle David and I atayed until :1pring. There was one anow storm during 

the winter but it waa not cold. ~c mado enough to live on, but the cost 

of living was high; for inatance, ~16 a pound for a&lt meat. We baked 

our bread by the fireplace in a tin reflector. Wa became diacouraged ard 

left ~he claim-. Four old miners took it over andin a few montba they had 



taken out $3,000 in &old. We had bean in the uin~• eighteen months. 

We had aoma •uccea•• but after ao:iths of hunger aa.d privation, we 
, 

decided in August to return to gocJ old Michigan. 

"~ packed our blanketa and too:< t:1e trail throusb. the tall redwood 

timber (could not tell how tall--couldn't sae the top) through Californ:.a 

to the Pacific Coast. Uncle David took th3 gold dust to the mint to 

have it exchanged for coin. My shar~ wu $800. We waited four days for 

a boat ~t San Franciaco. ateerage ticket $125. to New York. and thirteen 

hundred paasengera on the boat. ~,·~ crossed tl:.o Isthmus of Panama on mu:~ea. 

I had drunk ao much coconut milk and poor wate~ I was taken aick with 
·-

Pansna fever wile we were on the Atlantic Ocean. we vere nine days on 

the Atlantic, travelled over-land to Detroit. from there by atage to 

Flint. I waa still weak from f~v~r and I restad there with Uncle Peter 

Miller, uho took me home to Father's at Ss.artz Creeko 'Homa. s.cet ho~:• 

-- how good it looked. they were thrashing on thia 17th of October, l8~i3; 

Mother and Grandm<>ther Bart were in the yeard to meet me, and I wondere,t 

why they were crying." 

Soon after hia return to Swartz Creek, Wells m:at Miaa Cynthia Eleanor 

Johnson, a friend -of hia sister ?t"~rtha. whose family had recently come 

into this camnunity. 'Ille girla w~rc intcre3tcd in the atoriea of travel 

and adventure in the 1-:e•t• eapeci~lly as }lartha had shared with Cynthia 

the letter• written by young Wello and Uncle David. 

CynthiA Eleanor Johnaon waa born in Penfield, Loraine Co., Ohio, 

Auguat 22, 1835. They were marri~d Octo~r 3, 1654, at Swartz Creek. 

Her• they made thair home for a f-ow year• and here their daughter Mary e. 

and their aoza George Walla vere born. About the year 1860. the family ·.raa 
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again atirred by the pioneer spirit. but un=ertnin which:way to go-

~e•t or North. Reverend Daniel Miller, fat=ier of Well• and Marshall, 

the moat adventuroua apirit in tha !tiller aettlcmcnt and the most free 

to go, set out toward tbe tr:ut, goiug to Chicago•-at that time just 

beginning to grow--a low. awacpy locality he did not admire. (I heard 

him aay many year• later, "Ir.by didn • t I look aheAd beyond the swaxz;,s? 

Tho little town waa at the head of navigation, born to be an important 

city," -- aa auch we know it now.~ 

In 1861 Reverend Miller. in company with Wells and Mar-1iall» went Nortb 

__ into the Grand Traverae region. ThG Honeatead Act, whereby they could 

acquire title to 160 acre• of timbered land and build their "own ho:na, 

had been passed•• an inducement to aettle the northern part of Lower 

Michigan. Th• majeatic pine forests native to northern ~d.chigan had 

fallen victim to the woodsman'• axe, but th~£a waa atill the hardwood-

maple. hickory and wild cherry. {/\s.Jthor'• note: I aaw this country 

the first time iu April of 1888. Travelling by train from Grand Rapids 

to Traverse City. the ground waa covered with. s:iow, the journey was 

pleaaaot and intereating. Soon aftar passing Csdillac. we c~ into 

"the pine barrena, •• the moat pitiful and deaol~te country I bad ever 

eeen--mile• and mile• of lonely country. no homis, no building• of any 

kind, no life anywhere, wind-awept b£rrena, cov,3red with blackened atump:1 

of the once-beautiful pinea. At the prese~t ti.;oo, fifty-seven years lat,tr, 

Nature baa done ber beat to redeem the 12.ndacapa. "Second-growth" timbe:: 

baa clothed the desolate acre•• reforestation has done a bit, and aoma 

good home• have been .. tabliahed along State Bi3hway 131, enroute to the 

playground of the Horth.) 



Page 9 

The >11ller brother• acd their father ''.?rospected" in Grand Traverso and 

Leelanau Countiea. Their choice was I..:?cl.inau in Clen Arbor tOVD8hip, 

locating thair farm.a adjoining each otacr. To th;a i:ev and sparsely aettle-1 

country Well• and ~:araball brought their young wi,.·oa and children: Mary, S 

year• and George 3, children of Wells and Cynthia: Ida. tha 4 year old 

daughter of !-'.arahall and Caroline. Thase young vcuen were reluctant to 

leave their comfortable homes, friends and relativ,1a for the uncertainties 

of a new country where their home• 1ruzt literally be cut out of the woods; 

but they, like all good wivea, consented to be pio:1eera. No railroad in 

that direction, they went from Dotrcit on a &tt.all ste~at. a long trip ~o 

go over Lake Huron, through the Straits o! ~,achin&c into Lake Michigan and· -
down the west coaat to Glen Haven, thca quite an import£nt port for the 

ahip::::ent of lur:»•r and pine timber. (.Author'• ooto: They have told me 
. 

they enjoyed this trip. look1Dg fon.DLJ to the pl~iming aoo building of 

the new homes. I never heard any of t~e::n aay tbey regretted the undertaki~~-) 

In the wilderneaa from which the3e ho;~:~s were to l:o created, the trees frc:i 

which the log houaea were to be built wc:re still atacding. a gracd hardwood 

forest. On their previo\18 viait, the men h.e.d ~e acquaintance with earlio~~ 

pioneers who warmly welcomed then nou vith their families and &bared their 

h<Qea with them while apace wu being cleared in the woods and nev ho:e• 

built .. This. it seems. did not take long. Pionacr people had a way of 

caking hold to help each other. The t.o log houses were built near each 

other though each on their OVll land. The aale of c:he hardwood timber helped 

to clear the land and to provide means for developing the bomeataad. 
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The .father, the Reverend Danial )11llc.r a.ld hia wife. did not come until 

the followina spring vich their thre4 you.~cr soaa. Silas. Albert and Eddie 
. 

--young boy•·• Eddie four year• old. In the meantime W.11• and Marahall bad 

cleared ground on their father'• land and built a bou•e 1D readinaaa for 

their coming, alao to mee~ the rcquireoent• of the Homestead Law that 

improves:ent• be made within the apecified time. 

In nccounting for the rut of the Rev~rcnd Daniel ltiller'• children (other 

than Well• and Marahall), it ahould be noted that when Rev. and Mrs. Miller 

cawe North they left part of their f~ily ~hind at Flint and Sl.artz Creek. 

Their oldeat daughter, Marth.a (Mra. n~~ry Jadwin), her three children. Katb~ 

erine. John and Alice; a aon, James arvJ hia wife (no children); their young·• 

eat daugater Nancy (Mra. George T.nue4) with three c~ildren, Albert, Burt 

and Cordelia; another son, Almar, had ~one to Colc•:caco and establis:-:.cd bia 

bo:ce there. A few year• later v.ien 2~-. tanner pas:Jed away, Nancy c.Jir;;a to 

make her ho:ne witb her parenta, brir..3i.1g little Cordelia. Ber brother J~=•• 

having no children of hi• OWA, adopted her tw boys. although they retained 

their own nma, Tanner. 

Rev. Daniel had given to the district land upon which to build their first 

schoolhouse. A teacher was eecured, a ciddle6.ged lady with experience. Sb.a 

won the cooperation of the youth unccr her care and did a fine job for a 

nucber of years. 'l11e younger aona of Rev. Miller ancl their nephews and nie:es 

grew up to~ethGr, attended the aame school, and an they grew older took 

advantage of any opportunity for furt~er education that came their way. 

Itinerant ainiatera of Chriatian aervice tra~led through the region and ha~ 
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~ppointccnts at the achool houses or t.-:.im:;s ~ccordi:::g co convenience. The 

ccetings were well attended, •• a rule. These tra·.:elling preachers, covericg 

the wide area tbey did on horaebc.ck. c.~ thou~l'l often holding throe services 

on Sunday, aomatimea took thr.ee ~eks to cover the circuit. TheQ the. laycall 

carried on. nie young people liked to attend Singing School. ID the Well• 

Miller~ th.ere waa a parlor organ, vhicb da~ght~r Mary played. and their 

friends like to gather there to aing c:1d for social evenings. 

By this time the corcrcunity has bccma !~novn as Miller Hill, an elevation 

400 feet above·~he shorea of Glen La~c. T"ne littlu log houses had given 

place to frm:ie awellinga with •i&htla~3e rooms. co:n,a~ient closet• and 

CU?boards and roarty cellars, lar&e w~ll-k~?t lawns, shade trees and shrubs. 

From the windowa of these hawes one cc~ld look out on Lake Michigan, five 

miles dist~nt, beautifully blue in.f~:r ~cather. the ~.anitou Ialands green 

and pretty where the lighthouse glc~::~ i ~!lite in the morning sun and tb.e fo:; 

horn sent forth ita dismal warning in stormy ~eathur. Sleeping Bear point, a 

hu~e snnd dune, extended into the Lake L,d contributed to the formation of 

Sleeping .tear Bay where ahipa and barge:3 took. re!ug,l in a storm. Ti::ed peop:~e 

from out-state cities. seeking quiet ior their vacation, found these homes 

an ideal place to reat. AJJ his youcger sons grew U? and wanted homes of t~?ir 

own, Rev. Daniel divided bis bom~ste£<l c<;ually a:no.3g them, reserving the ho:ne 

for himself and their mother for as long as tt:.~y £~ould need it, but eventu.1lly 

to be the property of their- youn6eDt son, Eddie. Silas• farm laid to the w,ist 

of this, bordering oo Glen Lake. Albert's to the cast by the little white 
,. 

school bowie. 

From 1880 on, there began to be clulr:.:e I in the peneef ul life and homes on a ld 

around Miller Bill. The younger generation lllld gro'Wtl up aad began to have 



ideas about the outaide world, aoge ol t:"icS~ g~tho1·ed fro::i people who c.c:;--a 

to spend their vacationa there, a;oce f::ora thoat? who C3:De looking for a location 

for a bOCle. · The first break in the ?-lillcr fm:iily ca::13 when •lbcrt married 

lilsa Clara Daly. a neighborhood girl. tl~y lived on the little farm a few 

yeara,then sold it and move to Traverso City. There were three c~ildren, 
. 

Cora, Ethel and Ja=es. In September, the 29th. of 1689 when Cora w~• t-JBlVc! 

years old, their mother died. Beir.3 e real uo::le-u!lker. Cora carried on, 

bravely keeping house for her father. For about three years the younger 

sister and brother lived at Hiller Hill with relatives but ~ter they all_ 

were hame together with their father. Later, abouc 1907, Albert moved hisr 

f&mily to Royal Oak where he carried 0:1 a real estate buainesa until he died 

on Dec., 18, 1928. Ethel chose nursi~; for her ca~eer. taking training in 

Detroit and Chicago and graduating frc.:w Mary Iaompoon Hospital 1n Chicago in 

1904. Js.:nes becace au expert lineman em?loyed by r.:h~ Bell Telephone Co. llL! 

m.u-ried Mary E. Boden of Detroit, and died Dec •• 23, 1938. 

A-r-rc~J.sa CJ~1ve * 
After ~d t-liller, second aon of w. B. Miller. a•••u•ta:i t11■ atllrlea Collcg,1 1 

he taught school for a few yeara. In 1838 he C2.Zlrried Miss Rebecca Cate of 

Solo~. Mich. Uley sr.oved to tTaverae City 1n 1889 where Ward atarted a farm 

icplement business for himself. Later they went to ¥-.alsmazoo. there to try 

real eatate and aaleamsnahip iD other li.nea. Ihey lu.d _e,r.~ aona \mo live ne.1r ~ 

IJ-RrwN...J~ot.f~. HRR~/19¥) RAIP .J.e>J.) hlAM ~. /~fo.i),/fs7j Kalamazoo.--

John, youn3cr son of w. B. Miller m&.rried ?--:iss Nora Nichols of Traverse Cit:,. 

They made their homo in Lansing were be worked in the autOQObile factories. 

They brought up and edue&ted three ~ons. The old(:Jt, ~ello, 18 a firat-cla1a 

machini•t employed by General Motor£ Co. of ~troit. Edwin haa a ahop of hla 
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own in Lansing, a tool and die ma.ker. Hiu wife? is his secretary and they 

have one aon. The youngeat aon. Carl, ia eoployed in war· Industrie.:.s,· too, 

in chis year of 1945. He, with his vifo ~Did f.;.mily. live• in Detroit. 

Their father died in 1938 and their mo~ar baa her hQ» vith Edwin. 

George and hia Uncle Eddi•• very nea:- tha same age. b~ught a threshing m:lChi.ne 

mld helped their neighbor• near and f£r at bar✓cst ti:M each year. ?-'.eanwhile, 

Tbo::laS Britton bad come on the acene f ~·oc his '!lame Ll Ohio. Be, too, was 

looking for a different homeaite and r.cw ~thols. Ile atayad and worked that. 

suacer for w. B. Miller on the fora; his uork 1iaB uctiafactory, so was he. 

Io 1885 Thomas Britton &old the Ohio prc?erty nnd bou3ht a farm G3ar St. Jolma, 

Clinton County, Michigan. On Occobcr 3rd of tlwt year he married Miss Y.iary 

Miller. They went directly to their f.'irm at St. Johns. ' Here their dau3hter, 

Lulu Eleanor, was born Sept~ 13, 1887, al~o their eld~st aoo, Clen Warren, 

~.arch 16, 1889. In 1887 Mary'• aiater, Della, cm:~ to.be with her and 

attend hi&h school, but ahe becat+e ill with ty~hoid fever soon ~fter. passing 

a-way in Ncvecber of the •a:ne year. th~ first dc.:ith in the families that went: 

pioneeri~ 1n the northern wi\derness in 1861. 
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The Britcooa, retunai.Dg 1A 1892 to Leelanau County to be nearer the home 
l. , 

folka, bought a fara between Lake Lcel.:1nau and Grand Traverse Bay. Their 

two younger aoaa were born in the n-.iw :-io.uc, Howard on Nov, 1, 1894, and Alton 
' 

c. oa June 23, 1896. Their fatbor died in July. 1397, leaving their mother 

with four children under ten yaara old. She "took u~ the burden of life 

again''• ••yiag only, "It might have be®.,.. The children had the usual 

district acbooling; only Lulu and Alton finished higb •chool, going eight 

milea and back heme again each day tr;it!i lwrse .and bu3.gy. Lulu took teacher,1 • 

training and for a Puml>er of year• ~as a very succGssful teacher in the 

diatrict acboola of Leelanau County, vhera ahe met Peter VanAl•berg, also . 

a teacher. they were married 1D 1911, chooaic.3 for her wedding date 

October 3, the anniveraary of her gr.ir:d:::other (Nro. w. B. 1".iller) and her 

own mother. She went with her hua-bi:nd to their h~ at Coopersville, near 

Grand &apida, where they lived happily for four ycara. Lulu died in 191S, 

leaving a daughter, Mary. two years old. 

Glen Britton did not care for farming and left tho fnrm when he was 17 to 

try varioua employment until be rec,.c~ed the cw.chine abopa in 1.lnaing, whcra 

the production of automobile• wa• the~ in it• beginning in 1915. He liked 

thi8 work and became u efficient worker. In 1917 ho waa called to his country'• 

aerv.ice but •tayed w1th1D her borders, ci.:ploycd as a mechanical instructor. 

He later married Miaa Nellie Divena of Battle Crel!k. They made their home in 

Lansing and have one daughter. luth, ~nd one irand-daughter. 

Howard Britto11 ia a bon farmer. and ~ iood one. J.s aoon u ha va• old encu3h 

be took over the management of the tz:.rm vitb hia sootller. Sooe year• later he 

married lliaabeth V&D Alaberg of Coopara~1ille, a aiece of Lulu'• husband. 
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Hi.a et0ther deeded cha old home and f.:.:-:J to :tot.12rd. r~ b.18 wife ac.J aha c.ade 

her bo::ae with them while ahe liv<:d. Lu\·cd and respected by children and 

·In 19_1.5 the youngest of the Britton ooys, Altoa c.t having gr,w.uatcd in Jwu 

from Traverso City high achool, went to 3attle Creek» 1Jhere other relative• 

had preceded him, aaeking employcent. Finding work a~ l~the city. he 
. 

stayed. In April 1917, when the First ~orld ~ar spre~d from Europe to 

include the United State•• Alton and t~~o cousi~, Rrµ~nd D. Miller. enliste~ 

for Arm'/ aervica with the firat men £roe Battla Creek; Alton with the Infantry, 

P-E-ycond with the Field Artillery of :l:::? 1st Divis ion. T"aere was no Anrrf po1 t 

at Battle Creek then and they went to GrD-nd r'4~Jids for induction, then to 

Texas for training. Alton landed 1n F.:o::ce in Cct~bcr 1917 • waa twice wounced 

-in action in 1918, but returned to -t:.1e hoc:cland in tha spring of 1919. Re 

married Miss Lucilla Barton of Iu.ttle Creek and th~y nave two fine children, 

Rayi:ioad Parker and ~MBrgaret Ann. 
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'£~1rouzh che yeara following those of t:1e early pioneer• and the Civil War. 

cany change& had come to the Grand Tr~r-Jerse re~ion.., tile var had called 

into acrvice only a fev from facilics <>f the early •ettlera. Well• B. Mill<:r 

waa called from their group, but the t..·..ir uas t~en nearing its end and was 

over before hi.a regiment reac:ned the f:-ont lin~G. Tha men returned to their 

homea. New aettlera came into the cc-.~:,u:iity. :icw cntsrprize, new ideu. 

Village• catd! into being. Traverse Ci=y, a pretty to~ at the head of 

Grand Tr.averse Bay. waa ar~ing up too. Founded during the proaporous 

d£ya of pine lumbering by Perry Hann::1. ... a::.j hia p.artner 1 Mr. Lay, tbe tovn 
,.., 

luld made a good start. After the pine lucl>cri~ inidu3try had paaaed, there 

waa a lull in buaineaa for a while. 

i·lr. Hanna~ liked the north country ~.1~ i~.1.tecdeJ to establish his hoQ8 there. 

H.e ~nd his wife·wera siI:l?le, gencr6u~ ~coplc of Iris~ descent. raey knew 

all about ~rd vork and hov to aave ::1:Jir earn:!.n3s. ·r11ey built a beautiful 

b.c=.e in Traverse City. and a large '--'~:i -:e ~rick dcpnrt:n.ent atore kaown a.s the 

l!Annah, Lay 1-f.are&ntila Co., that aup_:>! icd tlle .:iead& of the country people 

for miles around, for anything not a~.;-:.il[!!>la 1:i s~ller &torca. they put it. 

a grist mill on tha Boardl:.B.n River 1~ ;:ha heart of t~ then am.all town. 'Ihta 

c.ade a carket for the grain produced in Gra:ld Travl!rae and Leelanau Countie,. 

and gave cr.ployment to more =en. 

Other ncn from "outside", meaniug £o~t:1ern !-iic·~1gan or other Sta tea, came tc, 

look for locatiOUIJ for themselves. T-.:o of tbe~c 1-lcro young men from Boston, 

l-:.Usacbuaetta: Frank Hamilton and J~~a tJ. 1-tillikcn. After further looki~. 

around and considerable thinkin3, th~~· decided to for:a a partnerahip. rentei. 
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a building and eatabli.ahed a dry-good!, and clo:hini b-;.iainesse Mr. Hamilton 

had c!l.arge of the clothing departacn:. !:~y p=cspered from the b~inning. 

In a fev year• Cl;~ bad built their ~:.~s o.nd married. 

The little city grew and prosper£d ~~ ~1th it the Gra.nd Traverse region. 

also the Miller Hill comaiW1ity which ~i:d ccquired so::ie fame as a su:=er 

vacation resort for tired city folk.a; ocpccially Mr. and Mrs. ~el1Cl3n from 

Chigrin Falla, Chio, who had spent s~Iv~ral '1ac~tior.s .at the w. B. Miller 

ho:..1e. !A.r. ~ellman'• health was failir<;. au.tl h'! w.i.s advised to diapose of 

bis buaineca interest.a in Chigr!D Fallc und do aom~thing that wouW tllke 

him outdoors. thia be did. 

In the fall of 1885 Mr. Wellman wrot~ ~o Georg~ w. ~iiller, telling hil:l of 

the new vonture, a chicken ranch in ·rc:Ln~~ace. ilr.d as:,ina George if he woulc 

go along to help build the new pla4't ~~~ letcr to ~~zist in the O?eration. 

T"ais led to George'• caking new pl~n.i. l!is p.a::--tner i:-1 the harvestir.g work, 

Eddie Miller. had gone "out t:est''. ·=~~ic lwd ~lw~ys ~ccn attracted to the 

railroad, ao ha souzht and found er.:~lc~.,:1:,er.t uith h:ad-;uarters in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. It was in the railroad y~rds Gt St. Paul that Eddie, youngest 

child of Rev. Daniel Miller, waa Acci~~n:.nlly kill~d, October 7, 1891. Eddie 

and George, with only three wceka' dl!~erence in t~cir ages. and perhaps 

born under the same lunar influence. boo alway:3 be-~n happy companions 1n puy 

or work. Eddie'a absence was keenly felt by George, and when Mr. wellman 

pro~osed goin;; with him to Rugby, T~~~cssee, as a co~loJC>rker in the chicken 

a~d egg industry, he welcomed it aa h13 ch.anca to set out into a new world. 

The plan waa good. the climate all ris:lt for ouc a.zeki.ng bed.th improvement, 



but they bad not taken into account the diatanee from aarket for productioa 

on a acale aeceaaary for a profit on their inveatment. It reaulted in 

aerioua loa• for cha WeJluna tbougb they carried on for tllO yeara, aod 
. . 

George Hiller •t&Jed by until be was not. needed any more. Be went to -work 

u a carpenter 1D tba railroad car shops at Knoxville. Ba liked t.ha work 

and vu doing well, when an aaeut for "aoow gate•" turaecl up one day, 

demonstrating and d .. cribing how much wealth could be acquired by their aal~. 

They were ao adjuated to the gatepost that they might be raiaed or lowered 

according to the depth of tba aDOIJ. Aaaured that be would aoon be rich 

through their aale. George accepted tha agency. Of couz-••• t'•nne•••• waa nc1 

pace for the ••le of snow aat ... ao witlwue any more ado. he fled back to 

Michigan, and to St. Johna. where bis sister and faaily lived on their farm. 

The girl friend at Rugby. Taaneesee b.2.d • aurpri•• whaa tlae aeac letter 

bore a. Michigan ~tmark. 
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. 
l-1.lry >_gnea Taylor vu nineteen in the .,\uti:an of 1866, Carefree aad enJoyiD@ 

a bway life 1D the h0111t1 of Hra. }l&rg.u-c_t E. Hulhe•. with evening• free after

aix o'clock. Mr•• Bughea 1 by the way, waa the mother of Tbamea Bugu., vell• 

known in England eapeciall7 u the author of aneral booka for boy•• notablJ· 

''Tom Brown'• Schoolday••" "roa Brown &t: Rugby", ''Tom 'BrOWD at OZford," 

Engliah achoola from wbich Mr. Hughes had graduated. The KU&by colony on tt• 

Cumberland plateau, in th.a heart of th~ Cumbarlaad Mcnmtaiu of lut Tennea,.ee, 

was founded by Mr. ilughea and a group of other EngliabaaD. Tbey bought a 

large tract of timbered land and developed the village of Rubgy, eatabllabad 

a aehool for boys. beaidea the uaual erade school, built a1MI furu111hed • 

handsome public library to which Andrew Carneai• contributed tbouaanda of 

booka. 

The earlier home of the Thoma• Taylor~ (M.n-y'• paronta) vu near·Memphia. 

Th• country around Memphia vu at that time (1883) awampy and infested witb 

malaria-carrying moaquitoa. l'tlis malcria, called the intermittent m•. 
returns every otber day. sometime• Qvcry third 4ay, with aevere cbilla that 

abake the entire body. followed by hi~h fever aad deliriua. It 1• bard to 

endure by those vho auffer froa lt, and will leave for awhile. to return la 

a few week.a with ~11 of it.a miaery. Mr. Taylor had been • victim of thi• 

prostrating diaeue aeveral yeara. Hi• oldest aon, Henry Arnfiald, died of 

malaria fever when he waa five years old, after a few day•• illne••• ?bi.a 

wu ?-'.a;ry'• firat real aorrow, and through the year• abe baa never forgotten 

tho little grave at Collierville, Tenn., witb a white picket ferace about• 

foot b1&h around lt. Tbe other children and thair motbar bad beeA 1almune t:» 
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the poiaon germ carried by a mosquito. 

Mr. Taylor had come to the United Stet~• in 1867, had lived.in aeveral 

different atatea and found good io all. but liked Tennea•e• be•t. Bef.na 
' I • 

an Engliahi:wlu he wa.a at once attractec to the colony iD Eaat Tenaeaaee. 

In the early sun:m,er of 1883, the Taylor fomily arrived ia Rugby ou th• 

Cun:berlaod plateau, hoping for better !lcalth 1Q the mountain air. Tbia 

hope waa realized and they lived many happy years 1n and near Rugby. 

Father and Mother Taylor are laid to r~•t in the quiet cemetery there; 

alao Mra. Hughes 1 who came to Azaeric.1 for lova of her Soa who~ a 

leading spirit iD the colony, and she uished to atay. Sha wu • grand 
r-

Chriatian lady. Y.ary Taylor always f~lt the four•year clo•• uaoeiatioa 

vitb Mra. H~ghe• in ber home waa an ~cnor and an educstioo. Her pretty -
ho:r.e ia still there. the present 01iln~r taking ?ride in the fact that it 

had belonged to Margaret E. Hughes • 
• 

Mary Taylor waa born in Eagland, July 20, 1867. Later the •a. year her 

father left his native land to go to c~rmda. finding the winter there too 

cold, ba clUDe to the u. s. Lilting tt1e Climate better &ad the people very 

much, he decided to stay, locating in Illinoia. In 1868 be sent for his 

wife and little daughter. through his boyhood, Thoma• bad heard a great 

deal about "going to jmerica, 11 but bo wc.s the one who made tbe •tart. H• 

wa• the oldest of nine children. ~'hen letter• to hi• vife brought the newa 

that Tom bad decided to stay in Americn, the family besan to plan to coma too. 

Two married siotera, their husband• nnd a youni; man friend made fifteen 1n 

the party 1wilen final arrangement• were ccr.npletcd. Tbey were three veeb oa 

a sailing ahip croaaing tbo Atlantic from Liverpool to Bev York. 



Page 21 

M.ary was 15 month.a old when: _•he aadcs t:iis ocun voyage and h&e DO 

. 
memories of it whatever. Sbe vaa well £:ld active, while -,at of the 

older member• of her party ware seasic~; but Judiing from atorie• jokingly 

told bar since, •h• vu a naughty child. too keenly intereated 1D ber D4IV 

environment for the peace of her eeaaick elders. thou• Taylor aaet bi• 

fai:iily at Nev York. He had cho•en a homa at Quincy. IlliDoia. They all 

1 ived aod worked there for a while, pcrhapa a year• wben TbOINI■ • Ilia vife 

and Y.ary went to Mias our 1 where they bought a farm. Later hi• father and 

mother, three younger brother• and tt..•o sister• caaeand tbay all lived on 

th-1• farm about four ye&J9•• The younz3r brother• were old enougb to take 

over the farm vith their father, ao ThOClaa decided to tYJ bi.a fo~tune in 

Tennesaee. In tha autumn of 1872, they arrived in Mempbia. Mary still 

remember• the black mud gathered o.i h,:-r st-ioea at St. Louu oa the way to 

the Missiaaippi river ateambo&t. Tai~ ~33 diatressing 1 but aoon there were 

new interests, especially a very long mirror in th.a cabin or ••loo on the 

boat; her she could dance and whirl, or merely stand and poae. Sb• took 

little brother Henry along aometimes, )ut being• boy, perhaps he va• not 

ao interested. He would go back to ?-:other wllo sat quietly aevio.g or knitting, 

bu~ b:ld an eye on both of them. They 3pent about three montba in an upatair• 

apartment in 1-'ael.lphia, going on to e funa twenty miles from the city in the 

spring, but atill in Shelby County. ~~ry and the other children received 

the usual achooling, helped along by h~r mother whose 1n0tber bad been a 

teacher. In those daya the firat book studied waa the Spelling book and 

progr••• w.a made from ruder to reader, the aixth reader being tbe top. 
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Here they lived unttl ill health ~de a change of climate deairable and 

they veat to the Rugby coloney in East Tenneqee. Y.ary vu aizteea them. 
!. • 

and had two younger aiatera and a brot:-ier, Katilerine 1., Caroliia• Ruth .. 

and Harold Bond. the sister• choae to remain apinntere and they lived 

to~ether in Birmingham. Ala. Eatberir.3 ie a resiatered nur~•• caroline 

a atenogr,apher, and Harold 18 an electrical engineer. Be and hia wife 

h.:ve a nice home at Pittsburg, Pa. ·Th<?y have one oon, Thome■ Taylor, vbo 

is alao an engineer employed by tbe T.V.A. at the preaeot time (1945). 

living at Chattanooga. 

~'b.cn the Taylor• arrived in Rugby, th~y were atrangcra••DO one there they .. 

had ever met before. 
('-

The people were friendly and welcomed newcomer•, end 

they soon found employgent. Through ta~ ''Board of Aid to 801118 ()merahip," 
.... 

Mr. Taylor bought a two-acre lot a~ b·Jilt a house. Mary bad DeVer been 

2way fro~ home to work, althou3h she k~ew hou. Ono day ther came to their 

• 
door a young lady looking for aocebody to help her in their home. She 

was Mias Emily Hugh.ea. grand-daughtar of Nr.s. Margaret E. Hugbea. The 

idea was new, but attractive, to l~ry j:d after acme diacuasioo it waa 

arranged that she ahould go and eho;, ~-ita the houacw.ork. There vu an 

older lady, a Mis• Dyer, who bad been :1rs. Hughca' "lady'• maid" for 11:&Dy 

years. She too had come froa E03land with them. Her brother, Charles Dyer,. 

left his hOQeland to come to a aew and atrange COWltry, bringing hi• family. 

l!owever, as the people we1-emostly English, they did not find it •o differenc 

from the old country. They ware all friendly and kind. Mary lived in the 

Hushes bo:= happily and profitably for four year•, and durina thi• time •ha 

made many friend• in the villa&•• boys. ..and girls of her OVEl •C•• 
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In the winter of 1886•87 • tbey orgaaiz,~ "Tbe ?,%\Jtunl Improvement Circle.•• 

' 
they met every &,turday eveuiug at the home of l1r. Mr•• Luddingtoa. they 

were a few year• older thao moat of tha aembera. b~ related to •ome of 

them and fitted in vith all their plan~, opening their home·for the•• 

meetings. 1.'be K.I.C. publiahed a weeYly paper (all written lo longb&Dd), 

aa editor wu appointed at each weekly n:aetin& and all aembera _vere expecte<i 

to ~ontribute itema of local news, write on• aubjoct •••igned to them, 

write poetry if they preferred (thia lc;as usually crude) or bring an 

intereating article to read. these meetings were f;reat~7 enjoyed, •ometime1: 

ending in an hour or two of gamea or dancing. It vaa here l'•ry met George 

Miller. firat preaideut of the M.I.C. In the spring of 1887 Mary veAt 

with her fac1ily to !-It. Vernon. where h~r father took over the management 

of a large stock farm, 14 mile• from tUt;by. Coorgc went to 1Cnoxv11l• to 

work in the railroad car shops. The luddingtons vent to Alabama and other 

of the young people sought employment elsewhere. The Taylor• lived OD thia 

farm until October, 1905. when Father diad there; aod Mother aod suter 

Carrie went to Birminibam to be vith Katherine, then a ourae. George Mille1·, 

George Gallow.iy, Mary Taylor and Carrie Shepherd, old frieoda of the M.I.C. 

never quite lost contact with each other, though sontha and even year• vent 

by wbell none were quit• sure u to tlic wnereabout• of tbe other•• 
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CHAPTER SIX 

George Miller and !'.ary Taylor •er• 11Ju·ried April 3. 1886~ in e pretty 

home veddiag at the Cladea Fara with only the fmaily and few friend• 

preaent. JU.a• Shepherd vaa orae of th~. Tb.a Bpia-c:opal · Cleraymaa came out 

from Rugby to officiate. After ~he wedding, a dainty lunch vaa •ened. Aa 

we: a.rose fraa the ubl•• Rev. De3oulcy said. "Let us join haoda and aing.'' 

So ve croaaed arms, Joined haGda all .iroUDd the ~le aud •ana "Auld Lanz 

Syne ... the guest• aod miniater were s30wn arcund the: farm and barna. and 

later th.ere were goodbye• vitb all the good vishes for many year• of 

happiness and •ucce••• 

Later the •ame day Father Taylor drove tho bridal co~-,,1• aeveu mile• over 

mountain roadi to Sunbriaht, a atation on the Cincinn&ti Southern, where the:, 

would board a train going north early the next morning. 'l'bey found a room 

at the one hotel vbere the clerk, looking quirically at them. aaid "Man and 

wife?'' 

1-'~ry vaa somewhat disappointed in goiag nortb •• a;:,ie had at one time expect,ad 

their home would be at Xnoxville. C-eorge also would have been pleased to 

atay in the warmer climate. At Cincinn.ati they et.ayed a few daya to look 

for employment, but nothin& suitable or encouragit13 wu foua.d. Tbey contiD:x,d 

on to the north. The journey throuih Ohio and Indiana vu pl ... ant, in 

Michigan there wu •now on the arour:d, and north of Big Rapid• tba country 

became desolate, a burnt-over landscaµa of bu.ck stuclpS and atunted vild 

ahruba against the background of anow. Mary a.lway.s loved to travel; •h• 
w~s therefore more intereated io thin~;• to be seen out•ide tb• window than 

traveling companioua !Dai.de. 111a f41·ther nortb they vent. tbe le•• people 

there were. Arriving at waltoa Junction, the coac?I vu attached co th• re&·r 
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of a three-car freight train. Fr00 h£:-a on. the appearance of Che country 

waa much better than the barren stu::? laad •een earlier ia the dlly. Arriv1ug 

at Traverae City• eh-,, vent to the ho:: .... ~ of ~!r. and Mr•. Clar lea Cr•••Y where: 

they spent several day•. waltioa for tr•~portation to Miller Bill vhicb 

was to be their ho=e for the following six year•. 

Charles wu a generoua and genial per~on, alwayo rctu!y for a good time and 

a joke. llia vife, Ada, vu quiet and ordorly. they bad four childre. threu 

pretty little girl• and Fred, a year old. Theoe children, under their JDOtbitr'• 

care, were well-behaved. 1.'heir father- was gona all day at vork, but he lovc!d 

hi.a family and & romp with the childre:1 was looked forward to. 11.ben he csmo 

home at night bedlam waa left loo•e for a waile. lleing of dignified Engliah 

extraction, Y..ary was aghast at the sui-ien outburat of about• and laughter 

than started a riot of play for a fc. ~i~utea when he came homa. Ada waa 

• 
e=barrcsscd and thought he might have ~h:ived better. Charlie• •aid 1 "Well,. 

the children wanted their game; 1-'..ary has to get acquainted, •he might •• we~.l 

begin here." Charlie vu a couaiD of the Millers. (Agent for Singer Sevinu 

Machine in Traverse for many years anl lived on 10th St.) They were a nice 

family and we enjoyed them for many yc.1rs. there wos no coam,uoication betvuen 

Traverse City and Miller Bill. tventy-3ix miles a1re·ay. a good deal of the 

di•tance through the woods, except by letter. So after waiting several dayu, 

a •by young man, Cbarlea Hiller. anoth~r couain. come in reaponae to a lettur 

George bed written to hi• pareuta. n~~ s.n-ived lato ill the afternoon, vith 

team of horse• awl bob-sleight farm wc3on box set upon thea, with plenty of 

clean bright straw and blanket• to kec? feet end body warm. i--.ary bad never 

seen euch a conveyance l>efore--neitber had ahe aeen so much •uow• there vel~• 

a few itema of buaicaaa and •bopping for George to attend to for tbe folu at 
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hcr.:e before atartiDa on the retura t4ip. But ~hey were ready to go in 

the afternoon. 

It was a beautiful bript day. The :tt;a and cloar sky comp•red very well 

with th.At of their wedding day, but there was no green araa•, no peach tree, 

in bloom, ao violeta. Juat anow--sno~ and bar~ leafle•• ere••• l'be ride 

wcs a ple~sant one. the horses, reat~tl and eager to gat bcme. trotted briskly 

along with bell• Jingling. George, azppy to b~ back on familiar road•, wbi:tled 

and aang old songs, greeted acqua1ntz~ces 1n t~e tvo village• they puaed ttrougb. 

Winter travel did not follow the •~er routes in this 110rtbland. but went 

along linea of least reaiatance to t~e sno-•• 

They werene£ring home. dusk waa gro-;.,ir._; deeper, the traveler• were tired, 

-a bit anxious. George had annoW1ccd his return as thay paa•ed cloae to the 

h0t:1Cs of one or two of the near~ot n~i_r;hl>or.a, by a wiatle, known and under

stood in this con=unity of people &o \."..!ll kno~a to each other. But Mary waf; 

startled by the loud whoop he gave vo~~e to a• they drove thru tha back yar,i 

of his 3randparents. Rev. Daniel Hillar, Aunt r:ancy rushed to the door (ao 

ahe told them the next day) but they \.;f.?re gone up t:he hill. Well. thia vaa 

the evening of April 12, 1888, nine d~ys since the wedding. 

t--11en th3y arrived at the old bomcsteaJ, Father and !-!other Miller and brother 

John cace out to receive them. The ev'°lning was growing dark and cold•-tbreo 

feet of anow here. lnaide the home th.:?ra waa a fine vood fire and abundant 

supper to all of which the traveler• i:,?r~ made very welcome. Afterward•, they 

sat around the fire for a aocial hour. !bare aeez:)'ld to be maay quaationa to 

ask and ansver ainc:e George had been zone (two weeks). The .. D and Mother 

did the talking though. Y.ary va.a very tired aod did aot underatand tbe 
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subject relating to the ba:aa and ne1g·:1'!>orbood. So ab.a ht quietly 1A ·• 

cozy corner and listened. 

The next morning the family waa aatir urly. cut to the barn to do chore•• 

while Mother prepared the usual breakfast of generous plate of aalt-risiog 

bread, potatoes, gravy, buckwheat e&kcs and s2u.s•i~, pitcher of milk, coffe•1, 

fired c.llk.ea, and all the butter, cree:~, •ugar and maple eyrup you could wia11 

for ••• moat of them produced on the f~rc. This we~ the uaual breakfaat and 

how thoae men did eat! 1-lOther did ~ll of her bak:.-:ig, made Che butter and 

"Dutch" cheese. Of course, thera w~s alw~:,s some !>aking done throu;h the 
r-

weak, but Saturday wu the time for a 3enaral checkup OD the larder. then 

the cookie and doughnut jar• were filled again ane sc·methiag extra prepared 

for Sunday•a dinner. Sunday w'1s al'---~J3 a day of rest in the Miller Bill 

cet:::1unity. There was DO church nec::ter- th.an ?--..r:t)le City, aix miles away. 

Sunday school was held at the di.st·rict ,caoolt-_ousc e .. cb Sabbath afterDOOn t:irough 

the &u:rmer, well attended by the ai~ccrc people of the neighborhood. 

Going back to that first day and the (to }!ary) sur,riaing breakfast. The 

day was another of clear beauty overhead. Father remembered there vere 

aeveral loads of "aawloga" back in the £till 1;·oodcd part of the homestead. 

told the boys they should be takea l<r.;:i to the "rollway" on the banks of 

Glen Lake. where when the ice cleared tho vay, they ._?Ould-be bound together 

into a raft and fl04ted acToa• t~ la!;e to the Sawllill. l'hi• waa all new 

and interesting to tha Southern girl, listening but with •11.&ht understaodi:1g. 

Tllere were three feet of snow on tla· t;round, tut there wu riak in mid-April 

that those logs might not get out of the vood$ in twe! So tbe day'• vork 

began for the men. For the women. they procee:dcd co a•t acquainted. It 

••emed that all the woman iG tbe 11eu neishborbood had the .... thought. T.1• 
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first to come waa Aunt Nancy Tanner, full of fun as alway•• vith all the 

best viahea and congratulatioo.a fro~ h~r father and mother. Rav. aDd Mr•. 
Miller, who were unable to come them.'Jclvca, and ber OWD. t'GeD the tvo 

older daughter• from the Marshall Miller hor.1e and other neighbor• not 

related. They came to meet and to w,!lcome the bride. Th••• women did not 

mind the deep snow and cold--tbis Wa3 country life, t'!le neareat house, 

except grandfather'•• about a quarter nile diatent. All were very friendly 

and seemed on equal terms of intimacy and interest in each otbar. And ao 

on, from day to day. Y.ary bad never 1 ived near relative• ■ inc• her early 
r-

childhood. Thi• keen aod kindly interaat in each other waa nav and at.tract:·.ve • 

.... 

Spring came at last. Creen fialda of zrain appeAred •• auow dlaappeared. ~:be 

extensive orchard• on che Well• and }:=.rshall 1-:iller farma ceme into leaf and 
4 

flower. Such marvelous beauty and frr..3rance. Mary, alway• a lover of natu:e. 

bad never aeen anythin; to compare to them. There were no peache••-tha 

vintera too severe at that time; but choice varieties of apple• end cborrie~, 

both aour and sweet, tvo varietiu of the awaet Ou-hearts, one black. the 
• 

other cream color with red cheak whco ripe--both dalicioua. There were 

acaller fruit, atrawberrie•, raapbcrriea, currants. rhubarb and quince. 

The fruit harveat was a busy season ~~en cherriea and apple• were ripe. 

The smaller fruits were for home con~~tion and it waa expected the vomen 

would see to the care. harvesting and preserving of these. l'b4l sweet chorry 

trees were tall and •lender, not the round top, ~dium height of the Montmcrency 

one aecs in the cany orchard• iu t11'1 Grcir.d Tr.werse region today. In flowr 

or when the fruit 1a rip•, th••• orchnrda are beautiful,10rth 1oius many 

miles to see. tber• were three of these tall "•weet•• in Patber Killer'• 



Page 29 

orchard. The cherriea were sold 14 tc.e aeighborbood &I'~ nearby villagu. 

George'• younger brotller .John va• at ho~e during th1• firet •u,wc•r of 
. ' 

Mary'a introduction to Northern people ~nd metboda •. They (John and Mary) 

gatllered the cherriea. or ratber, clipped them from those tall tree•• It 

waa new, interesting aod great fun. Later in the day George, wbo alway• 

had charge of the horae.s,took the casE:s of c:herriea to market. ID autumn 

of that year John went to St. Johna, Clinton Co., to school. The apple 

harvest waa a busy seaaoa, beginnina uh~n the buyeru for Oiic:ago markets 
. 

arrived in Se~tember to inspect the orc~rds and auperviae the-- picking and 

packing of the apple.a. Thia waa a man'$ job. It took aeveral beaidea thoaa 

of the household and kept the women b~y t:o fceu t~m, and George to haul 

empty barrel• in and the filled barrels to Glen Haven dock for shipment. 

To the west of thi• orchard, but qu!to ~pnrt from ie. was Che sardcn where 

one day while gathering tomatoes, Mary lost her ~cddin~ rina. Many and 

earnest were tha aearcbea made for it, ~ut it ne~ar was found. and the one 

that replaced it could never maan the s,~e. 

SWIRer came and went. buay aeaaon ove., winter nearby. Ihe coamunity prepared 

for a season of rest, with not much to do but nchores," which conaiated of 

taking care of livestock and poultry~ muking re?aire on farm toola, barneaau 

and buildioga, cuttiog and cording nice hardwo~d for another winter'• fuel, 

witn here and there a neighborhood aoci~l. including a aleigh•ride to 

destination. In the •pring it also me~nt a sugar party at aome houae (not 

alwciys the same home) toward the end of maple ayrup and augar making. Thia 

winter of 1858-89 vaa long and •torcy. seemingly en<lleaa, to Mary. but •he 

kept busy and many new ldeaa were aained from aunt• and couaiu and a sweet 

mother-in-law. 
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aere at the old bocestead hia grandf~th~r had staked O\:t ao many years ago, 

in one of the worst blizzarda of winter, Roy Harold, oldeat aon of George and 

~!a.ry Miller, chose to Wike bia app~aranc3 ia the very early hour• of cha 

morning of Feb. 23rd, 1889. It waa aix mile• to the bome of the family 

doctor. near a half-mile to Aunt Caroline'•• who was to come in for the 

reception. Plenty of snow, •trong wi~d, deep drifts•-• bad oight to be out. 

Eut tbeae, to }tary. remarkable peo?lc never toe~ weather into conaideration. 

~'lat should be done waa done. throuzh a half century, Mary became accuatomed 

or hardened to the long aea.aona of cold &nd snow in the •eamingly far-from•ha.ae 

woodlands of Leelanau Co. Rogardleaa of tbe ~e~ther out-side, it,.,.. cozy an1 

lizht in the home, and the baby waa w~r.:::ly welcomed. Ha waa strong of body•~ 

lung, not cby llbout announcing hia prcs~nce. When be waa a ·year old, bi• 

great-grandparenta, Rev. and l-!ra. Daniel l-!iller. died. Roy and hia grandmotbar 

were a source of comfort to each other ~ltvays. As he srew older and learned 

to walk and to be intereated in child sonzs aod storieo witb picture•, they 

were seldom apart, indoors or out. He liked eapccLllly vell to go vith Grand~ 

to gather the egg& at evening. She hnd given hie a little tin pail for this 

purpose. At that tender a~e. numbers did not mean ,well, but tbe one be remembered 

was ten. So, w!ien tney returned, be uould come in 3houtin&, "Ten cgga tonight. 

Mother, ten egg.a!" Mother, properly aurpriacd .it S:Jch a number, put a baaket 

within reach, where the egga were carefully placed. Grandma, of cour••• had 

many more. H.appy, innocent daya. 1-"~ry, by.4 thia time, had taken over moat cf 

the care of the home, but alwaya on busy or special daya, they •bared the work. 

Mother atill enjoyed her "Saturday baking," &in:;ing ha?Pily the old bymna abL 

loved while about it. P.ary liked to bake, too. bad even mutered the ~rt of 

making aalt-ruina bread. 
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Once in A conth or two F.ither and Koti~--r would zo t:o rraverae City to apend 

the week-end vith the folka there. ~.-a:-d, his ~·ife .and their little •on• 
' 

.. 
Arthur,. the second grandchild 1 lived t~era. Tt:.e C1:2a~y•, Hothen nephew, to>. . , , 

(There was never a dull moaeut with Ch~rlie.) Alao 1 Uncle Albert'• family. 

~1 vere always "tickled to get hon:c, .. home folka u glad to have tb.em. 

especially Roy. who missed GrandmothLr very much•-beaides, he knew there 

would be something especially for hill. I do not wiuit anyone .to think 

Cranc!pa did not love bu grandchildren, too; he wao proud of them, but bad 

not so much time to devote to them. He ~·aa fond of reading, too; would take 

a youngster on hi.a lap, put his ara i-.rour.d the child, rock.· ~nd •in& the 

beloved old hFJnS, or perhapa only 11dc,re,~1e, ~tc.," in aemory of •ioging 

s~hool days, while glancing at paper or. bovk. ~a vondered what he remember•~ 

of the reading. but it waa plain that .~<? and the baiby enjoyed it. 

In Au3ust, 1891 a little dau~hter ccr~c to share tbl? home of the Millera. Sha 

chose a better aea.aon ~nd a fine day i0r her arrival, the aixtb grandchild, 

four being boys, Millers and Britton!;. After longtime meditation and some 

correspondence, Aunt !--'.ary n~d her ~-~u:_y. She 6n.&red the family interest and 

attention with her brother Roy and all ~cnt well. 

t.w'hen Roy w~s not ~uite four yeara olci r~nd Ruby eig!J.teen mont~, Mory took 

them back to the old home in Tennessee to spend ~ri.stmaa. they left Traver•• 

City At 11 a.m •• traveled all night uith change of traina at Grand Rapids 

and Richmond, Indiana. they arrived i;-.. Cincinr..at1 in the morning to find 

their train h4d gone, and no other ur1til afternoon. Mary vu very tired; 

they sat down to wait in the huge 1t,'lt io~ that sho~ld have been interesting 

enoU3b to keep her awake, but •he we11t to alee!), and wu atartled when a mac. 

ill cb.arge of the vaitina room touched her arm and &>aid. "I• chia your purse. Madam? 
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The little boy vaa rwming around with it. •1 So there was no more aleeping 

on the job. ~'hen they arrived at Jour~:ey's end, tbero waa DO Grandpa to 
. 

c.cet theci--be had met the earlier tr.lli~1, and told the man at the station we 

should go to the hotel and he would be back in tho ;norning. Seven milea of travel 

over mountain roads At night with hcrseG wa.a not really a pleaaure trip, 

but an experience. (!i'~ny yeara later. in 1926, vh~o ?!Ary paaaed over the 

a~me road. it waa very much improved. She ~as riding in an automobile and 

thought.• ''t..'hat a contrut." But even then th<!&e 1:.ountaina bad their 

cyateries; the bridge•, the best ones, ~va roofs. On thia trip in '26, Mary 

and her youngest child, Kenneth, then t~caty y~ara old, were on their way to 

meet her siate:-a, who were spending their vacation af the home of a girlhood 

friend. It wns growing dark when they rc~ched Rug~y Road. Xennath suggeatad 

they st~y thcra for the night. The ccWttry. being nC1.1 and strange to bim, 
• 

no doubt looked alarmingly wild. Y..i~y, ~eing on familiar ground mid anxioua 

to get throu3h. wanted to go on. It ~~s lonely, no house• by the roadaide• co 

o:ie else on the road. just woods and hills. AD they came on to one of those 

!Ulrrow bridges. Kenneth aaid. "There i~ something on the bridge," and stopped 

the ~r. It proved to be a cow, settled for tbe night. She vu not frightened, 

nor crucll diaturbed, but curious; she got up and stood looking at the queer 

thicg before her for a moment, then welked away, ar~ch to the traveler•' 

relief. They made aome in-ong turns, and a stop or two to inquire the way. 

It t.1.as nine o'clock wheu they reached their destination, very late for 

mountain people. The Aunt• and Misa Nona Smith were t.here, growing worried. 

Uow gl:ld and thankful they all were :o be safely in allelter. But what ia ~e 

UBe of living if thare 1a not eome adventure as yo~ go along? To &et back to 

the tice MAry took the two little fol!-.1~ ~ck home: T'.1ey apent. two happy moi:.tha 

with Grandfather and Mother Taylor, returning to Micblgan iD early March, 



Pace 33 

\;:~r• there still vas plenty of a~. 

T.-:cy lived in thoir gr&nd;>areuta' rcor:y old home un:11 loy vaa five yeara 

their Arrival on P.iller Rill)• Fatber £:_d l-~ther.- we:.it to live 1D Traverse 

City. Ward bad long been urging thet:1 to lay 4s:tde r:ha toil •Dd care of the 

farg• b::.d found a man t.~o would ti-Ade ci.ty ?ropcrt7 fo1..· the old bocie. It 

too!c. so~ tis:-.o for them to dcc1do, espc.~1,~11y fGr 1-,)ther, for etaaa there 

trx:ra many c!ie::iahed ~orie.s of the p,u:t -- of t?!e cl-.ys of their youth. 

,a;hen thia hoce was not!lin$ b.Jt beauci~ul.. trees. frou. ~i1ich little by little . 
' . • i •. 

· • f r 

with p~ticnce and much bard work. they :.a;i built: tht1ir home• and rniaed 

thoir fcm1liee, ailare their many fri~n::.~ nO'.-!' lived, alGo_ George'• family 

who were to 11.r,re aa thair b~ Grand.f._Jc..·-er !)cnicl '• place. 

At I.ult, reluctantly and tearfully, r·:ot~· ~r conse;nteJ to the arrang~nc and 
.. 

the ~"ViO.S all doce at once. Ceorgo ~~t-: l·:&ry sottl,id in their own home. 

Furniture. f:irm stock and toola divi~{;~, the yoi~n3er !r-t-:..llers b&d what they 

neaded for th'1 ~ller house «nd f~D ~h~ rest ~as sold. One cow, a team. 

a fe".,} chicke1.1s. It aee=cd lonely with ::·ath~r and l~otl:er gone, but George 
• 

?-:Other vna cot happy. Tbe oovolty of c.Lty life soon fi:.ded. I.bile their ova 

little houso w:ia being built, they st:c.y;.;;d 1.1ith the various reutive1. l\beo 

it was re&dy • tb.3y moved in. but it \-1.:o not h~!. T!le children wore not 

thera, especially the babies. His gru:-~~t:ier t~d often ~•id Roy was acnt 

to take Della'• pl.&ce £nd eaae thG gri.c! of her pa~ning. Now that her home 

a long vay to the "Rill ... With her w-:.;il breve S?irit s~o tried to adjust 

hcrsti.llf for the aake of others. It ac-o:~ becaco &~parent to IJarcl that ha, 

~viD.3 brou~ about thia atate of unt~:=~inc•• for hi.a aotber. would do vell 
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to do amcthing to change it ... Ba aou:;!:.t an interviev with hi.a brother and 
! 

wife. e:q,laining Mother~~ am,arent · gr1£:f. Gacrg<: and ~.l~ry were contented 

11here they '-'._r•• but were per•11acled to b,~ partier. to another crade for city. 

pro,erty. 

It ia vith regret that they ssaid goodbuy to the zJretty little place half vay 

up the hill frcm Glen Lake, that beaut:.f:t.1 bocy of wuter aaid to cover o_ne• 

sixth of a tcr,.;,:w!lip. It is over b.~ hu~...:rcd feet deup. vithin a mile of Lake 

i-~ichiga:i with vh1ch it 18 connected th:.:c:.·i'!"', Crysti:.l Creek. It 

by hills which att~in an elevation of t~o r.u~.lred and fifty to four hundred 

feet and could ba •c~n from their fro~c y~rd. 

lJ~rct bad estr.bliahcd hie.self in busioa!l.a in Travnrse City. John was ecployed 

by him aa Galcs~n for f.._-m impl~ntG c. -~ ~chi:"'.ery. C:.eorge could work there, 

too. if ha like it. lw-hich he didn't •. ·r~--..::.s move fr~ th,.l old homa led to others 

QOre or less u:l.Se.tisfactory, ona of 1.'hic:4 v.cs a ~lac,:..c:nith shop vhich Ceorge 

In the :;,rin~ of 1695 they moved onto s. fa:.-m in :!nyf ield township. Grand Trav~r•• 

Co., ,bout t\Jelve miles from to~, 1a1hc:re Gr:mdfa::ter tu911 Grand.»0ther could 

Bartlett school, the fa=ily attending S;;nd~y School ot the aame achoolhouse. 

During the yeu they bad 11v~d in Trc'.1cr~o City, they h~ attended Asbury 

?•:ethodiat C"'...epol on Spruce Street in th-~-- £.vening. Cn the thirteenth of August, 

to bear his great•grandfather'a n?.rne. .".$ ho gre~ up. ha was very proud of thu 

n1a farm did not prove profi~able, t~c ~~ishbora.~ diaappoint:lng. In early 
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a· debt for stock ar.d eq!ipt::.ent. thare i.·:?rc hard year• followina thia venture • 
. 

D~iryi:13 w~ profitable, but there was t·,~e c~ti~t need for new •~uipmaat or 

replacement of other•• the weeding out o: inferic,r d~iry cows and bl..'Jing other• 

to t~!~e their places. (A beef animal !.s sold by w~i3~t, those for dairy 

parpo.es cm their merit• or ctu.al1fic.:tio::~, good producer& of good Elilk••• 

con~id~rablo differecco in price bet.;ccn the t1i10 types.) lw11en George and 

carrying on auch vork, only a fev Covil. "Jct. first tht?J' oold the milk to a 

ce iehbor vho had a route 1D the city• ;;.-r. the cz:u~t im<? increu ing their own her :l. 
-. 

In about a ye£r l·?r. Goble aold hie pl.ecil to Ed Vi:\lg!l11. George took ever the 

i::ilk route, bcu3?it more ccr.s • planted t!~:·e acrea to ha:; and other feed. they 

hired Albc.:t Ro?>bina to Ge liver tea mill:.. s nice boy &:id good aalesz:1&i1 • 

.All this titta George ar.d !-!.lry had a ycur..1; itl!llily to caro f-or and educate. 

The cl!strict -chcol vas tvo milea awe.7. fJ:rJ £nd tub;, attended thero. walking 

the dist.!nco with other children of tuc :..!:;ighborl:ood in fair weather. Aa Chey 

grcu older m:.d lc~rned to drive. there t}2S a ec:.tly old arq hor&a they could 

h----va to ~riv~ when cold or storny,. Ju:-::i·,ing nt the school, the reins were 

s.,.fely. cr-e sprinS ce~sles c~e to tho neighborhood, the childreD brou£ht thes 

h003, of course; ~~ry luid acvcr c~ in cc!lt.cct with meaalea before. So. vhen 

Roy and I!liliy h.sd ~ite recovsrod, thei~ u-:other at~d brother layzcond were tho 

vic:tw.a. For ~:.Jry it w.:ia rat~r hard, l:.::.t all c.u~a through vith no aerious reaulta. 

3ul:, S, 1899, Eleanor, youngut d&l..~htcr u~a; born. Grandfather and Crandmother, 

living on Ea.at 8th St. in Traverse City 1 were within a oile of the fara and 
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frec:wmtly came out for a day or tvo. Th••• n.ra h&p:;,y occalona for all. 

0-JrL~ thea• year• tbq b.ad attended ~h• Co~r•utlonal Qlurcll aDII IIIDday 

School 1a the morning. ametima• goiDg· to Farnvocd Cb.apel 1D tbe weaiq. 

As P~ and Ruby grew old4r • the7 vltbdre\l ~ aAd vith a croup of 1011111 acciuaiataace• 

froa ~ bin district and ruawooc1. thay vaut to the Cbriatlaa Clurcb1 tba 

being orgAQized ill Traver•• City.• MW church IMailt at C..a alll liabt1a ltreetn. 

Thia waa 1904-05. 

-
Th.a fourth generation of-Millen ... raatleaa. lcoktrJa for aev field• to coaquor 

but never quite acbieving it. Warcl had nold oat bia bua In••• la TraverN City 

and gone to kalmnasoo. Be b.aa two aona. Arthwr aad JAcin. Jotm, vitb bu 

father and mother. bad gone onto a aaall fana again, wit of tbe cltJ la 

tore Tree diatrict. With aevaral Jor•ey cowa, a floe:C of luau aDd &ood prdeu .. 

th.ay did well. In 1901 Johll married Mias llora Ricbols of Ohio. they have 

three sona. Tbe two older. tr:ella &ZMI Uw1a. 11ere born at Lone Tr" farm. 

It was here that Potbu and :Motbar Killer celebrated their Colden Vedd1og. 

It waa Mora'• idea to have a faaily revnion aa fu aa poaail,le for the occaaion, 

and with the cooperation of other ■ember• ot tbe f•11y and frlnda• aha put 1r. 

over beautifully. Mother'• elater•, Mr•. Smith from Bay Clcy aad Mr•. Shank 

of Flint. were aue•t•• alao Father'• brother•, J••• Miller of lwarta creak 

and Almer froa his vesteni heme io Colorado. Iara b&d written • pou ill homor 

of thia day. There•••• aice program of reading• and recltatlona. lleaoor. 

five year• old, tav• an appropriate recitattoa. Mary read• poe11 utltled 

"Fifty Yoara." She ba cherhlukt it ever elnce. Baell OM CODtrilnated to the 

• 
entertainment, individually or collectively. George and Illa euur, Hra. lrltt:oa. 

•aca old aong• toaetber ... ~ alweJ• lowed to do. UNle •J•1r told lat. 
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hia vi!• not being a&le to trnel ~1ae 10111 dlatance, JIOt ao u■ily ■ad• tbea 

aa now. Today they could CGIN 1D a few houra, thea lt 11u .... ual "-7•' 

Journey. It vaa a beautiful day. ~hla October 3. 1904. CM amalYenuy DOW 

of threo veddinga in tbe family. the brideas Cyntbta. )tary ad talu; tu 
bridegrOO:la, llall•• tbmo• and Peter. Ra.Ying eajoyed thta day ao aucb. 

t:ary hoped it vould be the privtleaa ahe ■igat •hare vltla her lauab1Dd, famil:, 

QIYJ fr1enda-•their own f iftietta amaiveraary; but it vaa IIOt to be. 

To all appearancaa, they were cSoina well,rt..un anotbor cbana• vaa amd•• the 

f~rm property waa dapoaed of. Johll and his family vaat to C..aopolu. Micb •• 
.... 

ilnd b.ia parents came back to Trw••• City. 1.'lle brlttona llad returned to the 

Traverse region to be nearer tbe reat of tha f•ilJ. Caora• and Mary'• 

youn3est aon. Ionneth Arnfield;wu 1?0:-n June 19, 1906. !be faaillea of 

orittona and Miller•• t~.ousb 11vin& •f.uht mile• Gp&rt. w1tb traoaportation 

cot ao good. kept 1A f requant contact (c:~~•nina tr.cu who r ... iud in NortherQ 

Michigan.) In all. thew. B. Mill~r• lu:~ fourteen p-aQdcblldren, only three 
t 

of them girl•-•Lulu Britton, lluby and ltlaanor Killer. '°""J all arew to man 

and vora.anhood. ScxrA of that araduated from bigh achool. Che otber• wnt only 

part v.-y through. Lulu bee.,. a nccasaful teacher lD t.aelauu. lier home com:.ty. 

Tbia 1s the dif!~~~D(:~ in the viewpoint (or 1a it di11po11tioDT) of people. 

~ile Lulu was •taying loyally by her ~ther. vbo ws proud of the record •he 

11,~:. making as a toAcher and at the aame time being able to purcba•• aome needed 

f\:rnis?l~a for the boca, the older boya arew reatleu OD tbe farm. t'bey bad 

viaiona of other thinz• to do and e•• in re£iou farther av-,. !bey .. re nee<led 

at home, but when diacoutent u praHat, there ia GO b.app,...... So.,., they 

went, Ba, and Glema. 
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They had alway• boe11 interaated 1D tile •:we paa~ime• and eacll otber. cwo 
. ' I 

hecdlesa •'kica•• of aeventeeD year•. It ~,.as bard for Cl1J1111 1e aother. who had 

brought up her family under the cl1ff1cultiea and bariebip• ODlJ • aoocl mother 

can know. loft alono to car• for and 41ducate a 7om11 family. It was vita 

grief and diaappointmant ve •av thea go. It took tbal a ,ear or loncer to 

find profitable employment, but they ain:lged to take care of tbea■elvea. Alao 

they found refuge with Uncle John aDd Aunt Nora, WO tnare at tbac tima liwing 

at Cascopol_i•• and took the•• YOUD£•te:-a under their vi1-1g until thay went to 

work on the z-.ailroad. u aooa •• Glarui waa f inaocially aba. be aent hia 

mother and young brother• D8V fUD tools. a DGV and much-needN barna••• and. 

a better team. The boys had beeD gone nnarly three year• when they mad• their 

first v1ait home. thia vu in Jamwry 1910. llrJ vas •lck, the besirming of 

a .erioua case of typhoid fever. Upon recovery be returaed to Bat~le CrNk9 

~here for a year or longer. tbe boy• h.sd been ~loyect by the Crand TrUDk 

railro.ad. 



During the eumser of 1909. George wnc to Tennea.aoe on a tour of lff .. tigatloi,. 

thinking of a aew home 1D a warmer climate. a. wa• gone perlaap8 ~•11 "-1•• 

F4ther and ~tber came out to tha farm to help Huy vitb tlaa care of the 

cattle a:ad other work. Hot ao much• aurpr1•• to Mary, but certal.Dly • 

dicappoinaent. Georg• bad not focmd anything ill tbe Soutla tbat attracted 

him, so be returned to the dairy fant, noc. bowe-;1er. vita any lDteatloD to 

atay••reatleaa and prob&bly tired from the care and bard work required during 

the twelve year• ia milk production. ?';ry wa• tirN, too, but bad vuiou aos 

of a home out of debt. Finally abla decided on torma •be voulcl couent tos 

that the fArm ahould aell for th!rty••ix hundred ~ollara cull. tbe peraonal 

property re:Jerved for private aal• (uor; ~xpecci113 thla could be done for 

c.ontha 1 perhaps.) But 1t waa onl7 a ftJ-w veeu until they .. r• aolcl out and 

had to move! The nev boeae vaa on Sixcocnth St. in Traver•• City. 

It 11:aa here that Roy and Glen came that January oisht in 1910. They ea,e 

Un.3.rulOunced and ill tha eveDing. Th.ere c~JD9 a a11W.rt rap oa the door. Mary 

.e:it to sea what wu wanted. and a YOice (disgu.ised) aaid• "We are looking 

for a place to stay tonisht." l11ey stood in the ahadow where they could not 

be recognized, so Mary eaicl, "We bave no room," o.nd va• clo•lna the door vhaD .. 
they etepped forward. and puebecl it open s•ying, •~ vill atay anyway!" A fev 

day• later our doctor ordered Roy to the hospital.• •ery ■ lck young •n• l 

can never forget the gri~f of hla Grand=other a~ drove away vlth UGcl• Albert. 

At that time typhoid fever vaa regarded aa aa ab~t laopel .. • ailmeD. Clell 

reluctantly went back to ha work at Battie Creek. Hauy amdoua clay• followed. 

days of delirium for the patient. of WGtcbful and prayerful wltlq by tia. folka 

at booee They were not permitted to ace bill duriq tu wr•t cla7•• Qraadmothar 
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voulcl not ao. feeliag eb• could aot ae.i h13 ao 111 a:..d IDMp calm. It wu 

her PAy. 4a' aDaWr ·eo earaeat prayer and the faithful care of the doctor and 

hia ma:ae. Ml•• Wolfe, ha paned tbe c.is-'ia. .-Id kn• aa qaill. 1118• Wolfe vaa 

• friead of talu Britton ad kDCMI co the ra•t of the fwtl7. loy aad• a~ 

recovuy. Be had to apaad 1a1e tventy-firat b1rthda7, Feb. 23, la tlw ~pltal, 

a bit disappointing for all. but for t!le beat. Earl:, in Karch be c.,. bnma. 

Spring w.aa coming, tu weatber nice. llia fLancett. MLI• Blaora Becker, c&na 

frOQ Battle Creek &o •pend a wek witb ua. &laa waa aoc a atranger; bar 

peop_le bad formerly 11vecl ill TraverH City and tba fat11lu were kaovD to 

each otbar. A happy week aooa veut by. 
',-.... 

ID April Koy returned to Battle Creek and the railroad co wblcb be wuld be 

faithful. A -few weeu later hi• f&the:r. otirred by • uv idea and by tbe 

fact that tha mouy frca the ••le of .t!1eir hoae wu being epant witbou~ arty 

profit, vent to Lansing wber• bi.a brother John thea lived, looking for a new 

home and eq,loyment. Hot fiadiaa &ayt:iing there, ba vent OD to Battle Creek 

w!lere the boya helped Ilia locate a ten•acre aardt!n f.am 011 the nortb edge of 

tho city, Just atartina a period of rar,:td arowth. T'ile little farm vu vitblD 
, 

tho lba1t• of Washington Height•• a •uburb. 'lbere wre 01117 a fw houa .. in 

£aah112gton Heighta at that ~iae, DO att1re• cf air/ k1-ad. Bn 1Dduatr1•• wre 

getting under way, especially cereal fl~k• food• an4 • coffee •abatituta ude 

fro:3 grain. Tbe Sanitarium waa ac the height of it• proaperity J through it ad 

the activitiea of ita founder, Dr. John Uarvey lellO?.a. Battle CrMk Saitaricm 

h£d la?Orld-wide fG:a8 a •be1.1cli~liutitution. Many people froa foreip countr1o• 

wore guest• or patient• tbore. Side people c•• for cha •peclal batha and 
. . . 

tre4tmenta and diet. Tired people fou:l-d it co be a dallahtftal place to rut, 
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eet ill the center of spacioua around• vitb alvaya green lasma and lMautiful 

treea: the ~tiYe maple (than which th~ra 1a nothlq mor• lovely). nersreena, 

al•o native to IUcllta•o, aad other wark:t1e8 i•¥1"ted from other atatea. ~la 
. 

u tba redbud or Juda• crae ancl tbe do~ood, native to tile ac,aataiu of the 

South. Withia the building and about tha outdoor• there ••re little poatere 

vitb one vord upoa them, "QI.Ii.et." 

It was tba aecond week 1D -Jwe 1910 whsn Coors• left Trsv•r•• C1t7 vlth hi.a 

chartered freight car. Aboar«I with hi,-u vas the farm fm'i,lemeate.and bouaabold 

goods, a hor••• a cow.• carriage with two •eat• and "c.a.r,opy top• kQOWD •• a 

surrey. • few bans and Chia f•lly cat. Loranao. tba car waa laid over in 

Kalamazoo for several hour•• and feeling aony for Loraue helag ill a cage ao 

long. George let him out. '1lbaa tlM! ;r~in waa re.:idy to go. 1- ~ould not be 

found••• nice black cat vith ona littl~ vhit• apot on b18 throat. ?bay got ii.to 

Battle Creek 111 the afternooa and the gcods and live creature• were tranaferrcd 

to the, farm. Tbe next day. June 17. 19101 Y..ary .and the children, Baymolld. 

Eleanor &ad bwth left Traver•• City at aiz a.m. on• Micbtpo Central 

train for tbe MW bcme. arriving 111 Battle Creek 1n early afterDOOD. Georae 

met cbea at the atatioD aD&I tlaey vent directly to tlae fara. 

OD tur.i1ng from Main St. (Miclaigan Ave. now) onto Hubbar• Street. there were 
r • 

QOt mmay houaea. Hain atr••~ veat fr0:11 r-tcClmaly bad appeared rather ababby co 

1-:ary u they drove along. Baymond. wao nad checked bu bicycle wltb other 

baggage and vaa ridiDg &lOD& beaida the su1-rey. wae beglmltaa eo voadar how 

much farther we =mt ao. vbeD fraa th• top of a hill ba .., Daley. the cow, ir1 

the puture. Mitla a about he -~•cad aheacl am lm:o ~ llou■• • cu other c!lili~ea 
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follor.a1in~ as aoon aa. poeaible.· Dy the tlioo theh· pa~enr:a eme 1a. they vere 

all upstAirs. The furniture vaa merely set 1n. the houE;e clean, ao they 
• I 

wc~t to work. did aona plarmtng, la.id ru;a, aet up b4d• and prepared •upper• 

The next day being Saturday. they ~ck::d vhnt chey oeoded, put ap curtaiu, 

arra03ed cupboard.a. ID cha afternooo~ Roy and Cle11 C&mQ out to••• bw we 

~--ere doing and help a bit. Smlday, Ju~1c 19, vas ~n~:et!l1a fourth birthday. 

Rs~-on.d was fifteen, Ele&nar elevea. their birthday• following through eummer. 

t·:.r. ~cker and hia aon Raymond came to cnll on aa 111 the afternooa. It aurelJ 

t..-r.:is nica to see sOQCono they knew. Th,s nusnaT V..lD loaely ill a atrange CCHC11Rm1ty. 

Learning t!iat Rev~ Hugh Xennedy, whom th,::y had Jcaowa at Traver•• City. waa 

pactcr at l-'..npla Church. they fomad th31r w;i;y ove-r there, 101.Dg the longeat 

t.:as ~round at that. 

Ruby w.s working at the <»al \:oOd Di.ah factory in T.c •• her first Job away . 

from ho::le and very cuch intcra$ted in it; so. aha plnnnad to atay • whil•• but 

~ she and Grs.nchr.a watched the train 30 oy that .zaornin~. there vu• twilli• of 

h~caicknes3, and she followed the ot!i:::rs vit!lin a vook. Tbe family •r• 

tc3eth~r •~in, glad it waa •o• but ~.ary had bopcad Buby would etay at Trnera., 

City that aucmer for Grandma'• aake. 

The your.g folks soon found employmont. Th.e noighbora were kiDd and friendly. 

Tb.ere uaa plenty of work for Cecn-ge and '-~ry iD this nev buaioe•• of markat 

gsrdening. -:hey bad it all to learn, with tha aaca debt on thia small place 

th(!y hc.d had on the old home in tba Ncrt:i. Io Sa,>te11lber Eleanor. than 1D the 

nu.-th gr;;de. '1tteudod the district actool, her home at that tirae vaa out•id• 

tho city. &..lymond attended tho Battle Creek High. Scllool. The other boys,· 

hoy 2.r.d Gla:i, came out frequently vher.. they could ard hrou;ht their friend.a. 

TllC garden, thou3h ba91ng a late atart. did ver, well• pr09idin& MIOUP for t!w 
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f4:Di.ly And •o=a to ••11. but durin& tho l?Utuam and winter. Ceorp and Mary 

found ot.~r tm9loyaant. 

FJJ!,y wna workl.Da 1D a beauty pa~lor wlch Mrs. Bert \bOd• valktng a ail• each 

morning god night to the atreet car wblin the vu.tiler wa INMI; otberwiH• ahe 

valk.cd all the way. aa tbe other• clU. to school. Dcrbg bar year of traiDla,. 

R:.iby raceivcd the magnificent sum of o~e dollar per week. but aba liked the 1rerk 

and made good. Ona day 111 1916 a l~y- fro:a Gr~ ltapld•• lookiD& for efficiu~ 

helper• in ber parlor 1D that city, c~ to the ~od• far a bairdresa. Buby 

did her work. l'be lady·vu pleaaed vith it and made an •~tract1,,. ofier if 

sh.c would co::38 to Crand Rapid•• llhicb s~-:.a did. It vu here abe .. t Clema Ham.a 

of Cray ling. Mich.• em_,loyed 1D ™ of ,:ua furniture f4ctor1u. 1ubJ came bcx• 

for Christmaa and brou.ht Gleim along tv IJ:GQt tho folks. They were married i:1 
• 

July 1917 ADd continued their work at C:-and B.api:18 for another year when Glaml 

wcut into Anq training 111 tb• aqinoeriao corps ac HouptOD, 

overaeaa 1D J.uguat. 1918. 

Hore mid there• got a bit ahead of our historical record. but bop• it 1a 

underatand~ble. Goins back to the buay and aore or lea• natful daya of 1910, 

it vu a nice, mild winter. The M.lllers thought they had done wll to COIie 

south. Grandpa and Crandma b&4 coma to ata7 vith tli.oir aoa, liarcl• at Comstock~ 

for tho cold auson. But the aext winter! T1Mm.t7 dogr ... below aero for two 

1.--eeu 1 the rest of it ·accordingly. 

Dec~r 29, 19101 Boy R. Miller ad )lioa Elnora Becker were aarrled, • pratt:, 

hooa wedding with only near relatives as cueata. Cr..andfatber and Cracdma cams 

from Co· •tock to be preaenc. To be ~le to be , guo.st at ~•• wdctina Mant 

a great deal to Ma Craadraotber. Everyone had aA eaJoyol• nenhg. fllll ar•-id

parc~u vent boae witll Ceorp'• fudly and apent: a \laek vitb tbaw. 
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att~nd their Sunday School cl.aaa at th-1 r·1r,t Na~hodiat Cburcb. 'lbia be did 

o.l:so asking bfo frie~ from hla ba:ae nc 1.g!iborhood. Clifford and J>al• Miller 

to go with him. It vu an lnteraating boys' cla~.e. Ona Sunday a f CJV aontha 

lntcr. the teacher vaa deacriblng ecen-?r-J comiec·~cd vitb cha 1 .. aoa and asked, 

H~o ha= aeea the mountaina 1n Tenne•a~o·t" To hia aurprtaa, aayaoiid answered, 

0 1 have... "t:'aa.t part of Tenne••"• Rll~d?" "The Cum~rland Houataina, Bugty, 

Eurrville. with rq mother." The teach'!r waa !ir. Edtiu-d Calloway wo knew tba 

T«lylora wll. but had iaever met Mary, -who yaa manled IH>OA after her family 

iwved to the Burrv111• (Named for Aaron nurr) CO'.lmmity. and bad not met thest

younger relatives of George Callova7. They were ecbooL'11AtU of her broth~r ard 

aister. Harold and Caroline Taylor. h;nx>ad was thrilled. with the diacovery. So 

was his teacher, and it led t:o plea•~t occ..aioll!I apent together by the faiiliaa 

through the yeara. 

In Septc:cl>er 1914, Eleanor .end her aei;~:..:.X,r Iren~ Allen acuted in high achool. 

During tli3 four year• eince tbe HillerD had come to liva ua Ws.ahington Height,, 

the villg3e ~ Nd• co.1.1idarable &rowth. had be~n ir.corporated " .a villase 1 

had their OWII council and felt a real p-rldo in its srowth and tbe typo of peo1:-le 

v~o built their bma• there. ID the s,r1ng of 1914 they •tarted building tha 

little t.tilite church 0Satbod1at) OD l.enj.:.11 ~troet. ~rvlcu aQd Su:M!ay School 

had been held in private home• aad 1D tho i\Gvoatiut Acade=y for •· ,caar or two. 

J.t this time (August 1944) tbar• are fiv-u charter •d>•r• •bo at111 attend 

sc.rvicea 1D the little white church. Tc.a lilllers were all mmban while they 

livod there. Mra. Miller atill u. 

Io 1911 at the closing of •cb.ool, Altoa ~1rittou c.,. fr0111 ht. home DNr Travei·•• 

City to •~nd the ....--.r vi.th hia brot!:cr Glen at Battle er .. t. ntGrDiag bomc1 
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in Septc=~r to finish high achool. Hu .:etrmM the oe:ct •~• found 

~ loyt:1eat 1D Battle eru. alMI baa madt! it Ilia hoc,e d lnce. AltOII and hia 

cou:Jin• P-.cymond Hiller. a8 littl• boys i>.r.a older boy:s. sea• rd alva7a co~enial. 

with lntercata ia con,rw>D• ad the old tr!.enc!shlp waa reneved •. \:baa the United 

States bec&me involved in the European t-:·nr in 1917 • tbe boya botll eniiated a 

fow day• after Pruide12t Wilaoa aae'e t:1e armouncc:eent on April 6. la7moDd 21. 

in V'ield Artillery. Altoii 20. 1D Infan:ry. in tho FiTst Dlyuion. They wont 

to Tern for tr4lin1ng, Alton to. Br~1ille, J:ayr.lODCI to Port Sen Huston at 

San Antonio. Hf.a mother baa intercsti:~ lsttor• he 'I.Tote about the city aad 

the Al~. Raymond vu Preaiden~ of t:ic Uubingtoii r-Allht8 lpworth league 

\.-hen he vent r.,;ay ~o Wu. Rev. ~haTd n. \.urnaa. who waa their paat~r and 

beloved lea<!er, held a apecia_l uoting w!.th the young JW)Ople· tbe nouiag bafoxe 

Rayn~nd va~ to leAve. It vu very muc!l enjoyed by them all u ~ little white 

church to wbich be 'MOUld never reeurn. 

Tim LIT?LE l-."1ll'E CRU.:tCH 

He lov~d tho little white church on the hill. 
T"'..uit st.lnda &mid the slu:do of t:.::;,lc :re~ 
A aacrcd acntlnel, so hushed .c:n-1 at111. 
So '-~ite and clean. as 1f w,u,':l,:L.1 !>y the breue. 

A l~"Ull well ra.n-k.ed with footpriilts in t!la aod, 
wbile throu~ the trees the su~li~ht softly atr•aN• 
,\JJ nei~!lborfolk cema thero to ttrn:3hip Cod. 
Cn:11icdful of tha atrife of worlul:, acha2!a. 

E3 MU "killed 1a action" la Frmice. M~y 191 191a. He bad landed in FrQDce 

on hia twenty-second birthday. Auguat 1~. 1917. Alton waa fa a hospital at 

the tir.ce of r..eymond'• death. Be cnJ'QC! b.e:.~ in April. 1919. I• the meantime tl• 

r~"ln.as (Glenn and Ruby) ware living at G:-and Rapida until Glenn'• call to sez,,ico 

ahD'wld come. which it did in Auguat. Uc 1t""Bnt to Hou&htou, Michigan for train:~. 

tu'!>y Gpent several weeka there to be ae~. him. Ha vont onr••-- iD September. 

Ruby ca~ ho:::18. findlna employntat again in B.attle Creek. IIMn Clean came bac!k 

from Franco. they mad• Battle Crffk their hcxaa. 
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During these ;-.u. ~be city and WullinJt•:·n l!aigbta 11-l.d nade aoticeabl• growth. 

Tbo •treat cu company had •zt•~•d thn ltna·· fra(a AID Ave. to l.ooaavelt (D&Md 

for Tbeodore Roosevelt) m■kiq 1~ possible for •cudeu• and ei~ worker• to be 

core crnfortabla ill W weather. 1..l•o• the Yill.-ige had been incorporated int~ 

the city of Battle Creek. the village folks had voted favorably to thla at a 

very enthwsiQatic meetilag after a lengtty diacuatJion of the utter. There va, 

sa;ua disappointment later aa die U1prw€:,enta th.at but ~D proca1Hd ware uot 

fulfilled• e%Cept for the ext•naioa of the strMt car line. Tan• vere raiaac 

end to he'paid twice annually lnatead of once. There haa 'beau very little 
r·-

grO\ltb since 1920. Tbe city bas grOWQ in otlMlr direction8• to the eat aDcl 

eouthweat, and 1a considor•d a pretty tc~ 11.tN. Tbe maiD thoroughfare la 
" 

attractivo•-a •triking contrut to that !·!ary lookad upotl aa abe roda along vit.b 

Black Belle and tho aurrey and thought, •~:ut a placu." 

In September 1913. Ele&DOr and bar frie:::ls Pauline Stanly and Irena Allen 

&~rted in hisb achool. Irene and Eloc.:~~r graduated iu Juu 1917. Much to 

their ctusappointmcat. Raymoild could net :1Z1e a furlough to come hoali alao tbtir• 
• 

were ten boys vho should have &Taduatcd with thc3, b~ vere absent, having 

enliated in tha kabulence Corp• for l:r=ry Service and b&d gone to Penaaylvania .. 

Thia graduation vaa not the usual bap~y occaaion, tco stany boya sona from 

AQQriClm h~•• ?ha family of Gec;rae end ~lary w-aa irowiDg smaller, only two 

left• Eleanor 17 aad JCennetb 11. Ele.cnor graduated frca high acbool in June, 

entared Argubright'• bualne•• college in July, fiDulled the c~iD April• an.I 

went directly to the office of B. B. Sh~rcwi eo •• beiDg employed there until 

}l:.rch 1941. In 1922, oa Sept. 14. Bleen~r r.aarried L:,nc!OA B. Carriaoa.. LyDD 

~ beau studing drafting and engineeri:11 1A tbe eve-aiaa. bJ corr .. poDdence 

cource~ for several ~rs while othan,iae e:riployed. lt!I• Var 11 _. declared in 
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Cc:.ei:a.l !jptors. Detroit, were he 1.:-.ca; r:10:.)n r.ada 011ef o.t Producti011 Standard• 

o·a the !-:orth ~rican (B-25) Boobcra. ln January l9'tl, they moved to Clavei.id 

"'·hcra Lyr.n t.1.1.G co be Chief Production ~n.~ineer for tie aw eompaay, making 

mD.jor ass~lies for the Boeing SUper-!ortrcaa(B-29). 

Cjly Xcn~oth lr:::.s left ia the homo of C1c-1·go and r1.uy IW"-I. Ba waa growi03 up 

fa~t. In tte outu::m of 1926 he took hi~ m~thur on a VQc.ation trip to visit 

fricnd<l living o:i the beloved mountain.'l in Tenne.;sae.. rar •istere uere alr~y 

fc~ the reception &nd refreshr:enta. T:.1..::y ~cttled th:tir home in Battle Creek 

e:nJ~;~d. They hl:va one son aervir~ hw country in i»rlcl lilar II. "sOa!wh.ere 

in the P~cific" 4t tha preaent time. 

T=irouzo. the years of their married 11.f,?, the hoal of C~rge aad J'~ry had 

~~=.Fairbanks. !ia had ability along literary li~,. alao had little oddities. 

could c:uitc sec tho connection betwen tho absori>tion 1J1 vrlt1DS tho moment ~fore 

a!."'.d tho quick spring from bia di.air 1n hilurioua daclam:itioa. True, be might 
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have Juat found the solution to a diff 1cult •ubJact in Journallsa. 

then there vaa Hr. ·t.ancaater. a poor, hocleleaa, old m:m. vho aeeac,cl to 
' 

have no one who cared for bia or even took au:y interest 1a bia. Hi• only. 

poaaeaaion vaa •ome paranlpa ha bad grown. No boae. and winter uarby. He 

vaa on tha dairy farm vb•a they bousht it, be told Georaa bia ·ud •ituatioi: .• 

offered him the paranipa and aakecl if·he might atay Gila they lasted. 

was aaaured be might atay, whicb be did. until •pri.ng. Be vu arateful and 

George and Mary naver a1aaed the little requirad for hia care. 

Looking back aver the yaara, your biatorian wanders ava7 fromth• •ubJect 
... _ 

proper (family hatory) and drift• off into incident• perhapa 1••• intereat1.ng, 

but •till a part of life'• experiences. There wara otber• of veiy af.Ju.lar 

character. but these two were tbe ~o~t iapreaaiva. 

Hubbard bad become a much more attractive atreat. mull tr•••• bush•• and 

other wild growth had been cleared from the right-of-way. It waa graded, 

widened and gravelled and aoon became an important highway~ Much more travul 

paat the Miller home than in earlier yea.rs. also the automobile waa coming 

into more general use. About tba year 1922 George bought • Dodge car-.,: to bn 

used, principally for delivering ebe produce from garden. dairy and ben yard .. 

Ra built a little "gu boua•" Jut large anough to hold a barrel of gaaolino. 

In tba courae of time other people learned that tl:.oy might get extra fuel for 

their c.ara at thia roadaide place. Someone ukecl Geora• why he didn't put ln 

a filling atat1on. The idea waa acted u.pon; gardenia.a and car lea for livea1:ock 

1• .not •o eaay u it •l&ht •eea to those wbo have oever dona it. So teorge 

sold the three cova and tu ailk pail•• the her•• bad cone aontha ago. leavlng 

the beD8 for Mary to keep or ••11 aa abe wtabad. She kept tb• for a year 



peraaps, but there were near neighbor• now vho had g.r.rdona, and chickena have 

lln uncanny ability fqr aettiag out of their yud and into the garden next door 

to look for inaecta and dwst bath. Shfl uas oover •orry abe •old tbam. though 

the f~ily did not have chicken dirmera 60 often. It waa la the •umrner of 1926 

they built a small filling atation, the sace year the electric atreet light• 

~~re extended to the neighborhood. Th~y were receiving a gaverwww~t penaion 

th.at made living eaaier and finished p.aying tba debt againat tha home wt in 

no way eased th• heartache caused by the absence of a dear boy. With moat of 

the fl!!!lily gone and leaa to do in the hcoe. Mary took u;, and enjoyed the soc~.1 
. 

activities available to ber••Ladiea AiJ, Willina Helpera Club, Veteran.a of 

Foreign Wara Auxilliary • 

. 

In the spring of 1929 the Rannaa returned from P~nnsylvania where Glenn bad 

been e::ployed as manager for • gravel cc:.;pany. !lis fiva-year contract had 

expired and tr-.ey wanted to come bOtlS'. T~1ey had been hoaae for Chriacmaa and 

left Donald with hi• grandparent• to be::;in cchool with the new year. Ha va• 

in the third grade and they would be back in ¥.arch. There were two younger 

children, Doria and Duane. 

Georg~ and :-:ary had never been on a plea.3u.re trip to be gone over night. theru 

had always been creature• arOUDd to be cared for, and theo the station. They 

went separately, if at all. After the i:annas returned, Glenn took over the 

filling atatiou. releasing Father I.Uller to do whatever he wished. He waa 

growing feeble, but not by any means di~couraged. So he bought• different 

car. planning they woald take that carefree trip together, ••• old friend• an-1 

f~iliar placaa and be gone u long as they plu.aed. They had long conald•r••J 

the matter of purchaaiD& a burial place to be ready when needed. Before •tarting 
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on their intended trip, they went to the pretty little cemetery at Bedford 
. . 

and chofse a lot where four might be l~id to reat. ~ittle thinking bow aoon it 

would be needed. through the apring sa,nth:J,Goor~e•• bealtb failed so ii. vaa 

not able to drive. Be vu ..-venty•oce ycara old in :May; be died Auguat 19, 

passing away quietly ill bu eaay chair as Mary atood bealde bla. And ao enda~ 

the history of the oldest aon of the fourth generation. Funeral ••nice• were 

held at tba little white church be hel9ed to build. 

I WANT ro co soura 

(A Parody) By Ceora• Killer 

I ~ould not live alwaya, I ask not to ctay, 
Where the 6ay freezes ov~r the mid1le of May. 
These cold frosty mornin3~ that dzdll on us here 
Are enou3h to aet ua lon.1i:i.z to be south of hare. 

Oa who would live al~ays ~round Traverse Bay 
Wearing overcoat and mittens tho last c:ays of May? 
All pinched up balf•frozer.. eight months of the year 
Ir.stead of being happy with ca:ifort and cheer. 

Oh who would live always up here in the cold? 
I could not, I would not, Eor silvar nor gold. 
The few lurid morninr;a thtd: daw9n on us here 
Are not enough for life's plcnsures, 

not enough to keep :nc hare. 

Oh who would live al,rays so fu frooa the South, 
~'"here they have no long winters~ ia su~E)er no drougth. 
Where the magnolia blosso=:·~J '1nd grtY.JS muntaio high. 
I'm bound to go to Geor3!c, by 3in1-goes or die! 

For though I may labor each day in the field, 
These winter• consume all che •uxmn3r doth yield. 
I'm going South next v1nter if the Lord lat• ma ao 
lii1lere I will noc ba froze up nor wading io anow. 
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CHAPTEH : ·. Il !X 

The history of Roy Miller'• youth to t::e time of bia s:sarriaa• baa been 

related in that of bu father'•• Roy ""·as ~loyed by the Cr&Dd Trunk 

railroad. Having alway• been attracted to traina and locomotiv••• it 

was quite natural he would make it his life wo1:k. liab<!ll they were firat 

m.a.rried. 'BDy and Elna lived for a ahort t-.ibile with her people, until they· 

furnished their own home on Convia s~rcet. Their first child, Franc••• wu 

born there, on Dec. 10, 1911. Kary often thinks of the d.y •he took Grandm• 

Miller over there to cee their heme and. the baby (I think thia one vu Liale). 

Battle Creek waa quite atranse to GranGma, ao dbe folt doubtful about going 

without a man; but there waa DO man vho could 30. beaidea tbere waa only one 

seat in the busgy. Ennett Street at that time w:is a narrow sandy road, a big 

gravel pit where Laila Boapital now is~ and no houses veat of Cheotnut. Sha 

waa happy when we arrived. enjoyed S•!cing the little family but di•appointec! 

t.":lCD we learned that Roy vaa "out". They w.:iited. hoping be would come. 

which be really did at tbe last minute, cucb to her joy &Dd aatiafaction. 

as nothing was complete for her that d~d not i~clu~e Roy. Going back home 

Grandma WU very quiet. but 1-'.ary did not realize she waa worried. perhaps 

frightened, although •h• bad aaid, "Ycu are aure wo are on the right road?" 

~'hen they drove into the yard. •he exclaiLled, "There'a George! Wa are home!" 

She laughed and cried u be helped har from tba buugy ud kissed him over ard 

over. She etayed until •he grew restless., thinking abe bad better 10 back 

> 

to the Brittoll.8. Sh~ had apent several weeka with each of her boya. Grandt a.a 

lived aeven year• after Crandfather diad, alwayo aueet aDd kind. 

The firat baby to arrive in the home o! the Roy Miller• vu a little clau;htur, 
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France•• a pretty blu••eyed baby with curly fair hair. The firat grandchild 

in either faiily. she vu at oace • ce::-.t.-ar of inta::eas: and attention. 

especially for the young auqt• &Eld u.,cles, the you:::.geat uncle five and a 

half years old. A nei&hbor uked hi.fa one day. "Ho\.7 doea it aeem to be uncle?" 

Ile aaid, .. Ch, it'• all right." France a grev \Ii> strona and capable iD tbe 

~tter of having things 4one when t~y ehould be and aa the7 ebould be. vitb. a 

love for pretty thing•• for flowers and little children. Sbe nevor attendee 

public school and entered the Hichigtu, Home and Tr~iniDg School wllen •he vu 

eight year• old at Lapeer; trauferrinr; to tba branch achool at Coldwater 1r. 

1942. 

Noxt in order was Lia le lather (Eather moans "good fortune''), another blue• 

eyed and blond-haired baby, welcomed to tha hearta and homes of the varioua 
.. 

familie&, July 1, 1913. On October 16, 1914 t1leir little brother waa born, 

oldest son of the oldest aon in line of descent. He vaa named Eugena Edwar,.•

a happy little family. They enjoyed E'-'Od b~alth and were very active, a re~l 

reaponaibility for their mother who did not enjoy tho same &ood health the 

children had. Their aunt•• P..azel and ~?)y, helped aome by •taying with theta 

at night to make it lea• lonely for tL:J young family, while the glrl• were 

othe~iae eir.ployed during the day. weer Roy quit tbe road and vu employed 

in the railroad yard• 1 ao ha waa at h0ae with bia family more, which vaa 

better for all of them. They moved to 127 Green St., acroaa from No. 2 achool, 

~here the children began and finished the primary grade•• they &raduated 

from high achool with the usual credits. Through a•maaer vacations they spent 

allotted time in Campfire and Boy Sco~t cmzrp•• thooa modern organization. su 

holpful to .American 70Utli. vbere c01tpctent leader• entertain and inatruct them and 

they learn to mingle (mix, to be • good mixer) with otb.era. taffina achool 
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days behind, Lisle took up thia line or t.1erk for a 1,iiile with her own 

group of younger girla. She wu also a sale.slady in a department ator•• 

and later a atenograpber until •he curried. Tbrou.1.h tbeir chlldbood they 
, 

bad attend$d Sttnday-.School at the Fir~t Methocliat Church and u the7 grw 

up became membe~• of tbe Epworth 1ea3Ue. 

On May 3. 1936, Liale married Bernard !tiller, from tha •ame group of 

l-'~thodiat young people .. Li•l• and her brother Eu&ena. They eatabliabed 

their home in Battle Creek. Bernard passed tha Civil Service ezam1nat1ou 

for the Poat Office and baa eince been eoployed in the Battla Creak post 

office. They had firat a amall d&ughtar. Mary Eather 1 WO died sbortly 

after birth. 'l'hen they bad one oon; the youngest of the aeveuth &•neration 

descended from Adam and Margaret. His &""me 1• D.cvid, not a nameaaka. bow• 

ever, of the David lliller of a paat gcacration who explored the aold countrJ' 

of our t.Jestero State•• At the present time, June 194S. David 1• five year■ 

old. a bright little boy vbo like• to be buay. a capabl• of aakiq bia own 

pla~. Sometime• they go awry. 

Eugene had a genial peraoaallty that -;,.;on friends for him. It 1a a quality 

alwaya appreciated by other people. Hi• grand:uotb.or remember• a happy vintor 

ahe spent with Che family. It vu the year jig-am, puzzl .. became• popula:: 

entertainmen~. Jig••cwa can be very puzaling at time•• and 10 ma117 piece• !:o 

pick up to no purpose! It ia true i-:a:-y did t•ke eome of them off the board 

sometimes and forgot to lay tbea datwn again. When• piece Jwat couldn't be 

found. ahe fell under auspicioo and G.""!ne woul~ say, ''Well. Crandma baa it i:1 

her hand ... To prove innocence •lw must •how her handa. 
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Another occasion that waa enjoyed by all 11,,as when 'Roy decided to take 

a vacation, s0::1ething be bad never dona, something, it eeema, that rail• 

roads had not offered their emplcr.1cc.:. n,ey planned a trip to Northern 

Michigan. Mary w.u 1Dvited to go along and cbe eagerly accepted. Thia 

was going back hoce to the older one~. but ncu to the children, Liale and 

Eugene. We left Battle Creek on a sun.~y Tuevday afternoon in early June, 

1931. stayed for the night at Big lte?ids at the homa of Elna's slater, 

Florene•• arriving at Traverse Cit:, the next day. They visited once• 

familiar etores and other places, drove out to the old farm home••no one 

around, the house had been covered w~th black tarpa?er and lookod desolate: 

~ the once lovely orchard had de&d t~c~s still there and vacant placea where 

others used to be. Out to the district school housa where Roy and his 

brother and aistera bad attend~d, it looked all right but the neighborhooo . 

had changed, aa everything does in the course. of twenty yeara. We bad lw.o 

a lovely trip along the west coast of Lako Mi.chi;:an on what ia kncnJn as tte 

scenic drive. They ~ent out to ~u~t M.:lry Britton's in time for aupper, 

slept as tired travelers do. Aunt 2~,:ry'a be<lo were not equipped witb the 

c.odern mattresses, but vith "atra..__, ticks•" a hoc:e-made container made frot:; 

cotton cloth to fit the abe of the ~edstaad and filled with bright. clear~ 

straw, fresh from the threshing mac·:1ine. A very co:uortable bed too. Katy'• 

first acquaintance with them vaa w~cn she caae to live in Michigan. Of 

course. they have been replaced to r..:att.ressea oince a youngei- generation 

took over. These "strav tickl" -werP. made with an oi,ening on tha upper a1,·.e 

so the straw might be stirred and arranged eacb norning when beds were mac.e. 

They closed vitb buttons a.nd button.!-:..olea. There were no a:ippera then. A1.: 

the etraw wore out. they were refilled from the otack in the field. Nov. 

where waa I? Oh ye;8 ;. OD a trip to Northern Michigan vith Roy'• family _iu 
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1931. 

Howard Bri~ton and hia kind and effic1~~:: wife, ~lizabetb, had taken over the 

work and management of the fana. . J{ia. mother had carried on courqeoualy • but 

now she vaa glad to lay dOWD the burden of care. tho atill happy and hoapitable, 

ss were they all. we •tarted on our w:1y as aoon aft-!:r our good farmer'• break• 

fast aa poseible, to••• Leelanau County. Firet to the old home at Miller Hill, 

Glen Arbor. Port OAeida. Northport. Sto;,pcd a few mlnutea at Suttona Bay ~o 

see Uncle Ward and Aunt PJtbecca who were spendin3 th'!' sucmer there. over the 

bridge across the narrowa of Lake Leelan~u to Bingham and back to Aunt Mary'• 

for another night. _Liale, Eugene and their grandmot!lar ahared the aama aeat 

in the car, none of them bein& very lar£c they had plenty of room. and by making 

frequent chans.,a all could be next to the window part of the time, and had plenty 

of fun. 

On the third day of this alwaya•to•be-re~embered vacation trip. the Miller• 

turned toward Traverae City again, fr0t1 i~ilere they turned north onto the 

peninsula which aplita Grand Traverse ~7. This peninsula 1• about eighteen 

miles long, well settled; general farminJ and fruit, especially cherriea, aeemad 
• 

to the traveler to be the leading industry. Some resort• along the west ehore. 

At the north end of the peninaula ia th.2 Old Mission li&htbouse where our part.1 

lingered awhile to rest. Old Misaion ,.,£.::; one of the ea.rlieat settlement• in 

this region, lutving ave~ !ntereating history. Back to the city again, going 

out around East Bay, turning north to £,ellaire where we rested again and viait-,d 

the resort on pretty BellaimLaka while :lna called oa nn old friend in the village • 

. 
Arriving at a State Park on the eaat shore of Lake Charlevoix. ve apent the ni:,ht. 
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A nice p~rk~ the DigM clear and atarlit, but auch cooler than the two pravioua. 

Roy 4e$:ided he would sleep tu the &uto:,c·~11e, the other chose tha novelty of 

sleepina on tho ground. Lule and her trandmothcr var• to.•har• t1- •w 

pallette. had it made up. but fortunately had no~ retired, vban ~ park 

atter.dant cew1 by and pointed out that they hnd laid it acroaa the path leadir.g 

to the spring where other park reaiden:6 would go fcr.w~ter••A lovely clam Ditbt. 

Mc.ry lay awake for a time thinking of the YOndar and beauty of it all••the bii 

trees aheltcring ua tonight. the white b~ecb and still w~t•r• of the nearby uke. 
; 

"Ho-;.,.onderful are Thy works• Oh God." hf tor the humen-- lntruder• had become 

quiet, the night birda raised their voices. the owl nnd tbe whippoorwill. Sht: 

hnd not heard a whippoorwill for years and seldo:n an owl; they are timed bird,: 

and seek the quiet forest regions. rn~ next morni03 they atarted ou early. lu;d 

breakfast at Ch:lrlevoix. followed Highui!y 31 aloa13 the shore of IJ.ttle Traver,.• 

Bay and on the wa.y to YAchinaw City. Herc they turned bomeward, arrivina about aUD&et 

tired but happy. Had seen the beauties of the hoae state, and they are ••DJ• 
Home aoo all is well. 

This vacation was while Eugene waa atill in high school, Lula Jwat graduated~ 

After graduation they looked for and fotnc ecploycent, which., .. DOt eo ... y :Lt 

being during a time or period called a. 'iJepression". 

Gene-decided on work for tba railroad; it h4d been bis father's lile work and 

Gene lJas not unfamiliar vith it. In 193G on the 26th day of January. he marrled 

}!iss Ruth Bailey. doughter of Mr. and Y.u:s. Floyd Bailey of Battle Creek. and il 

hi&h school clusmate. It waa a pretty church ~""edding, St. Paul'• Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, wich relatives of both filling the home of the bride after t:ie 

ccre:::ony vaa over. They went to their own heme a very bappy pair. On De"Gemb ar 

17, 1936, their ao11 Jame• Walter vu born.• fine baby w wre all proud to claim. 

tba flrat 



in the seventh generation••• quiet child. with thougllful. ••rioua viab to lmoa, 

snd understand anything new to h:la. a Gl,l~lity unusual in veey youna children. 

He and hia Grandfather Roy.enjoyed each other; t~ 11.Tf!re real pala. Mary 
, 

. 
reme9ber• bow Jim liked to go ridiag in tht! car, how be lfOuld stand looking 

out the front window, making coc:ae11ta on thins• and creatures along tbe count1y 

roada. Never a robust child. he VD8 not quite three year• old vben be. waa 
-

stricken with pneumonia. 'l'bia wu only a few days before hf.a brother. RaymoDI:, 

W38 born. Tha cue waa not aevere and .Jim was brought from the hoai'ital to 

his grandparent•• home 1D a few days. 

ln October 1942 Eugene vu given a transfer (at hia own requeat) from the 
-.. 

railroad job in Battle Creek to another in the State of Arizona,•• they had 

decided the Michigan climate was too c!c..":l? for .Jim. a:o t.~ld take bim to the d::y · 
. 

and warmer southwest. They all enjoyc.d the change of scenery aDd climate out 

there amidst the desert• aod the cact\.l.3 and abo·ve all. the sunshine. Thay ap.1nt 

six happy months Ruth will never forget. In May t~i following year they retur-ned 

home, with no intention to •tay, only to dispose of auch article• a.a they would 

not need L-u! settle busineaa affairs. intending to return to a home in the Weit. 

Eugene went back alone. his work out there needing him. Ruth stayed to finiall 

the sale of those piece• &be did not want and pack those to be ahipped. Thia 

was finiaheci' wheo ahe received .a telegram aayin1; her ht.1abaud vu aerioW1ly ill. 

The next day another me•sage cama that he had pasaed away from meningitia. Be 

waa brought back to Battle Creek and le1d to rest in quiet Memorial Park ou 

July 19, 1943. 

O'~r little Jim did not enjoy the rut&ed health and strength hi• younger brotter 

and cousin David had• altbough he was alvaya interested iD all th• other• die. 

and aomet1mea took part. Ha tired easily and would •1~ quietly watching thelL. 
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The brave little mther mid his grandp,"lrcnta on ·both aides loft nothing undou 

that could reatora health or briag cou~or-t to the de.1.r child. Ba paa•ed 

quietly away during a beautiful Sabbath z.fternoon • .J7w.ly 16. 1944. with tho•• 

most dear to him by hi• aide. TIIO dayo later thL.7 1.&id him to re•t beaida bu 

father. 

. 

So here again the chain in direct line or descent was broken. and younger 

brother R:ly::K>nd vill carry oo. Providc:tc~ pemitti&g. Raymond 1a young, Juat 

~rriving at school &ge. too full of en.~r~;cy and inGUiry for the peace of hi• 

older•• but a good quality. rightly directed. 


