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Chapt,er I - ,Introdqction 

A first edition of this geneoloey of the grand parents of tho author y;aa 

published by Frank Jo Wilder ot Somerville, Mass. in 1934, consisting ot a 

chart ot a Fam:fq Tree, some biographical matter, and a blueprint ot a taadly .. 

silhouetteo Second and third editions or th~ charl only- or th(' Family Tree, 

were later published, as the Tree sprout.ed new branches and as more complete 

data accumulated.CJ These second and third editions are ncm obsolete and not 

Viorth preecrvation~and a cha.rt. or tho Fa.11ily Tree herein completely- replo.ces 

them., as well as the cha.rt ot the first edition. 

B1J.t the "Biography-11 and the account of the ".F~e.mily Silhouettss~', in the 

:·:_!!st adit,,ion, still ere valid as far as the,- go, and ~e added to by chapters 

I! e.nd V herein.. Th~r~also are added 1n this edition, Chapter II! n~~eologica.J 

and Cht..Dte~ rv ~•Hairloomsn • 
• 

The author has h&d a busy engineering career since he was 16, and has 

made a great nany- scientific publications. For 1J18.D7 of these years he has 

enjoyed needed rel.mstion with the geneological hobby that amuses (or arru.cta) 

inan7 in his New &gland home. Bow at 71, the auth~ still is spending time on 
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en "73.Cetions, Si""ld has had. :immense pleasure L, the collectJ.on of fa7!ily 

geneological data,aoma of which is here given. This has been acccmolished bv . ~ 

enj~yable personal visits i,ith uncles, aunts, cousi..-is, old .family rrlends, ru1d 

geneologists, and by eoing through old family writing!:', cemeteries:; libraries:: 

E'v.rsaus of Vital and Probate Records, and depositories of Church Records~ Tha 

author has not enjoyed playing cards, golf, baseball, horse races or any such 

pastimes, iT'Jt instead, has had immense enjoyment ~th genaolog, "1th dis

CO""aring buried data, with tracing an elusive item to its lair., and with 

conversations with relatives about the family. It has been pleasant to c0z-n-

plst~ the geneological dat,a herein! as well as in the notebooks mentioned 

oayond, strictly e.cccrdine to the l!ew Ellgla."'ld ste.ndard, iii th all dates and 

places of birth, marriage, and death, inclusive or those who married into the 

t~dly, &-id liith .f'ul l n.1.i"iFo~s of the p1.rents or the latter. lt has been ~, 

ir~terestL.~ ~ to get nearly svery sueh itm for every person. St!:h ~:~~;~ 

family tree here!.'11 perscrsa1ly h-.ve bees, collected ~ith enjo~nt ii, 

and Guatem!lle, and by co,~esp-ondence wi tl-

~ .Lt,- il . p ~ ~ ot !tia .c.m :y is .i..e.r .A.~ung an~ no at all pro~..ncial. 



U:\YMffiS, the only aurv.i.ving daughter of samuel L~ns Moss whan the 

first edition was publiehed, cont:inued to reside in Parle, France, ~her-e she 

had lived with her mother ror years before the death ot the mother in l9fY/. 

In .later years she went to a suburo ct Paris, Ballevue, Dept. ·s and Oe1 She 

Jemie (Donnelly) Moss. By correspondence through many years, and persor.al.ly 

o.uring these visits, she gave a great. deal ot the data herein. She always 

;,retended t,o be bored while doing this, and called it nd~gging graves", b1& 

neverthel.esa, she was interested enough to give a great deal or data. She was 

living in a suburb ot Paris during the German occupation ot riorld l°.ar II, wrote 

011e letter td.th some description ot it., and died there in 1941, irobably in 

distress. 

HARRY A. UCSS is the onl7 surviving child ot Samuel L. f.toss. In 19/~3 he 

~ 86 and living with the fa.."Djly- oi his soni who was manager of a sugar pla.ii.ta-

ticn in Potrero. Vera Cruz. MeY..i.Coo The author and 111" ~iife visited tha iai1ti:~~ 
I - V 

there in 1941. Harr,- had a Van Dy'i<e beard, aa has the author, his .father 

The resemble."lt!£ of th~se 4 

p~1otographs of ~est, and a plaster of paris ba3 relier ot Samuel: onned by 

the author.-

SAl'JFOm> A. UCSS, t,he author, •~ bom and lived up to the a~e ot 2.6 in 

Sa.'1 Francisco, ca11tomia. lte started an apprenticeship aa a machinist in 

1889 at the age ot 16~ imnediately after the death ot _bis mother, having had 

"l liuted education. 



~.s his r.;other had alftays tho~ht tit.at the excellent education of the father 

Ernest had spoiled him for the battle or earning a. li'Ving for hie tar-i,lyv 

Isabelle refused financial help, although in the opinion or the author, tits 

estat.e of Samuel L. Mess,. on which she W3.S llv'..ns, and mich had descended 

£ram John Uoss, could well have attorded college expanses. 

But the author start-eel in 1893 at the University ot California anyway, 

n.nd managed to work h1s •7 through by Janitor woi-k in the University machine 

shop;- drivir.:.g .:.•the deli.very wagon and keeping books tor a b1'118h and broom firm, 

i.1oss ,Bros., consisting ot himselt and his brother Carlton; university coaching; 

?-nd mechanical drawing for San Francisco shops. He :received. the degree ot BS 

5-n 1.896 and continued with post graduate work at the tbiveraity of Calitomia 

for the college years J.896-7 and 1897-8~ acting as assistant,· instru.ctor in the 

latter year, keeping on with Yoss Br<?a•, coacb:1ng, :1nd continuing ~cha.:.'1ical 

dr~~ing~ This helped to a later degree ot 115 gronted in absentia i_,i 19())= 

The author decided that his ca~er lay with Mechanical Engineering:, so ha 

~it f'u).J. tima drawing and engineering 1'ork in Chicago; Columbus, Indi8.!l;.; 

Ka.-,sas City, llissouri; and mth the General Electric CCXJ'l)any at Schenectady, 

l·1cn Yer k. In 1901 he returned to Cornell University as instructor in 

llacbine i.iesign. and continuing the earlier year• a post graduate work, as candidate 

fer Fbo D. 

OUP~; the author•• conneaticm with lloaa Broe., he bad met Jen:lie E. s. 

D~.nelly in San Fnnciaco and in 1899 ahe ume to Chicago am tha7 wre married9 



,. 

In 1903 the autho:' ~eceivad the degree ot Ph .. D. at Cornell, tu--id then 

s·~d Research Enei,ne~ing at the General Electric Company which hes 

conti:r~ed ever since. Fer the first year he 1188 at Schenectady, IileYJ Y~'it;and 

ia-i 1904 went to L1nn, Yaesachunetts. Beginning in 1895 at the University 

of Califomia~ the author started research on an engineering device, the 

"Gas Tt..1rbine" a.'ld this }'I.as continued ever since and bas gi Ten a general direction 

to his General Electric work. An en.gi11.eering biograptv- of the author .is given 

full.T !n a pe.per; "Gas ~binea and Turboeuperchargens" to be read betore the 

American. Societ,7 of Mechanical Engineers in December 1943, and it 1e expected 

that it ldll be pubJ:lstied in their !ranaactiona tor 1~41.. 

The author and ·bis wife purchased the res~ence, 36 .Salhem Streat, Lynn, 

near Lynn Beach, iawi 1910,and. the tour children had a happy cbilo.a'1ocd. there. 

Now, in 1943, the grandchildren are continuing with frequent visits,. 

The oldest chi1d oZ Sar.ford and JenrJ.e, Donald, was net titted for 

::cholastic work, but Ins become proficient in sireless and radio work,L-i wh:tch 

The second ehild, Evelyn, had ar-:. f«B a/e: 

chjJdren. i'he third child~ Santord Jr., had a BS and US in Ch-end.cal Engineerir~ 

at Massachusetts I11stitute ot 'l'echnolog.v, and ea.med a· scholarship for a first 

year, and his om support, tor another~ and a halt, and had a Ph. D.,at the 

University ot Cambridge, England, 1n 19350 The author was then on a business 

&nd pleasure trip, and enjoyed being present at the graduation. Sanford Jr. 
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unexpectedly, end ~he returned to her pa.rents at Lynn with the fifth 6r3.1""ldchild,. 

She received an ?t\ at 'Roston University and became teacher ot Historj, at the 

High School at Swanpscott, Maes., adjoining Lynn. The aut.hor remanbers his 

t1other's objections to edncation., so she must. be turning 1n her grave with three 

Doctor's, three J!aat.er' a_ and four Batchelor• s degrees tor the a.athor and his chil -~ 

dren; and with good prospects that the grand.c>Jildren will be of college grade. 

In 1892 the author sent bis first en,iclo to the engineering press, mid 
"' 

. . 

has kept this np evaP ainee. The Lynn 1:u,.a117 has a nearq ccmplete collecticm 

of his publication~. He has been an otf'icial a.11d writer in connection with 

Standardization of Symbols tor matMm8tical toJ'ftmlas and has attained some 

reputation in this connection. He has been an otticial and writer in connection 

with man7 ot the Poer Test Codes or the American Society or i-4echanical Engineers, 

2nd clso has gained some rep;.i-tation. As related in "Gas Turbines and Turbo

zupel"Jmrgers n he r.a.a mde rrany publications a.11d contributions in this field .. 

The <!uthor was e1ected to memba~IQsh:tp in the honorary scientific society Siema, 

]:_i r..t. beth the Ur~versity or CalitorrJ.s. and Co:mell,. r.ad. the Coffin Aw3.l'd from 

~"::d a.!'1 Honorary Degree of !,L. D. a.t his Al.ma !!ater., the U!".ivcrsit.y of Ctlifornh 

in 194.3. 

At, the end ot 1937 the author was 65; 1'.ad had .35 years sorvice V4i th the 

rre.~eral 1'1.ectrio Company, and 113,s in bad health trom age and stress. So he 

.retired on the GeneNl Electric Pension _Plan~ and ho and his wif'e went travelling, 

•ith a greed deal ot interest in ganeal.ogi.caJ inveetigation ot bis fam!lT :In 

IIBn7 places viaiW. In At:ril, 19381 the.-~reat and recreation so reat.ored the 
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to come. Begi.'1-wiing at a moderate rote in early years, and gradu~Jly iner2a5~--ig: 

the a.td,hor has had a great deal or publicitt. He has been vaL-i enough of this 

to make a clipping scrap book, preserved in the steel boxes alluded to in 

Chapter IV OD "Heirlocms 11 • 

When the author reti..~d. at the end er 19.37, he disposad cf his eng~~e~ing 

library' and notes, and never expected t,o do further engineering v,ork. But 

renewed health changed this as already mentioned,and besides lull 1.>articipation 

in General Electric work tor JBI-t. of eve17 da7, he bas continued his publication 

of technical articles. A complete collection ot all of these Eran early life is 

i11 the Lym Public Library. 

The author and his wite have made special ettort.s to keep the1l9 rarrdJy 

closely knit, and pi•ide themselves that the tour children are closer to each 

ether than in moat £0.,uJ.ies. Frequai-it visits are interchanged bat--;;-een both 

pa.rents, children, ru-id erandchildren. 11ost first cousins are not. 1:·ery close 

hoped 'llill be contL,u<Sd. 

ar, evangelical chu.'""Ch in San Francisco but, 

l"'.:Ltarian Church ~-,d soon found the theology- more rational. So he has 

L'e.ther rabidl,y, as a Uni~--ian and relleioua liberal ever since. He has made 

Rio liberal philosophical publicatlons, •1A Uecbanic an the Uechanism ot t,he 

II-air:"., and "Evolution of Social Qualities n, duly filed in the Lynn Library, as 

· ,ell as a nmber ot educational public~ions, and hopes to make DDre. 
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oi the aut,hor, 11Sa.rnuel Moss and -his ~fe 1:l.eanor Tittcmary (Mercer) l1oesn: 

Trowbridge and hie Descendants"; and i!$.ytl01'6r Ancestry of SibleT a.11d Detroit 

T!'owbridge and t;;il.kins Families II of his son-in-law. tio other published genocl.ogi~ z 
include the Uoas family he~ given. . 

In the ateol boxes ment10ned under uacirl0<1M", are m.inuscript, 13enealogical 

r.ote books or others o! the author• s tandly aa well aa copies of the above. One 

is that ot anotbar brat.her at John Moss, who ia great, uncle of the aut,hor, "Gene

alogy ot Jacob 1foes and his 11ite E:sther (Lyons) Koae. • Thia is nearl7., but mt. 

quite canplete in 1943. The author hopes to pnhlish it before long, eccompuded 

by an Index ot all of the MOSfS Genealogies, including t&"le aha.rt hereino 

~her genealogical n~e books are those of the family of Josephine (Sanford) 
. L(;-u,, 

Moss, mot,ber or t,he aut,bor; and the fa-idlies ot other ancestors,,ficns, Nathan,. 

Harris, Jacobs~ and Shreeve; a.'ld the .i'rurdJ-tes ot the wife and ot'those who have 

1Larrled chllaren,ot the author. It ie hoped that sane or these may be published.: 

but, the author probably ~ill not live long enough -eo publish them all. 

People who publish genea.logies always sq that they expect descend3nts tc- b-s 

~~ . .rfcerest.ed a.11d to pub1.:i.sh contin,iations. But 11hether oi' not any desc~n~-it,s ~~G 

Those genealogical note books or the mithor that have been the basis or t,h,~ 

publications mentioned., cont,..iin a great many details not published., so it is 

hoped that all ct these not,e books 1d.ll ·be ke#-,. i:,.11 the steel boxes, a_rter the 

death ot the author, and stored in the attic ot some descendant, tor ~tie indefi

nite tut,ure_, 11a1.t1ng until so111 deacelldant comes a.lq who is interesteda 
. .· 

The author propoaes ·to have his Ghost haunt anybody who disperses these 

genea\ogical coll eot1an1. 
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dceumenta and miseellnr..eous items:a . 1·ha steel boxes also cor1tain the 

. . 

fi&ure,. ,.ithout dispersal ot contenta. 
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. of 
their children,. includll'.g m&rl1' of ·their sor, Ernest G. Moss,;. his wife~ and of their 

r• • 

descendants o There is a passport. and an illustrated and a.rJlOted itinerai~~ of a. 

trlp ·ot Samuel and Isabelle. There are a number or old letters of this family, 

a.-id two old manuscript gem_,~gies that tumished some or the data. or the cha.~ 

lierein. Also some silver seals_ and gold pencil~ that belonged to Samuel and 

Isabelle ?Joss, a."ld gi-aduation r~cords and .various papers relating to the author 

and his 11ite and their childran and grnndchildr~. Tile aut,hor uses regularly a. 

silver napkL-i r5ng oi~ Sf'l!l!''-'el L. l.10ss. Hanging on the v.all of the aut..11or' s 

,v' • 
tr-ank he has; pi~vided £or the purpose along with ·the steel boxes. These &re th0 

£",s;;~ily silhouettes of the next 0hapter, oil por-'f6raits cf the a.u.thor· .f;'~nd his t•ifs, 

nth a Moss crest rrca the 1,esidence ot t.T. Hors Mesa, first cousin cf Samuel i,,. 

t10ss, and a plaster of paris bas relief or Sarouul that remarlm.bly resembles th~ 

author, made b~ an Fzlglish artist, C--eorge S~ 1n ·D1&0$8ldo1'f ~ 1861. D•tre 

are in the possession or ivelyn (Hoss) Wilkins living near Detroit. Uichigan; a. 

book that belonged to Ernest·a. Moss and a graadtather clock that, belonged to 

John Koes. Other heirJonme ot John ifoss are tablllated in "Geneologv of Jobn Hoss" 
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law, Rebecca (Lyons) floss. All or these are in the steel l::.oxes, as well as the 

originals of the last two. Among these was a photo of a silhouette 0£ Cathe?".....!-ie 

H~rris 1 ffl>ther or Isabelle, on a ba.ckg~und with a picture of a mntlepieca rn1d 

Thia led the author to a study or silhouet,tes in gener-ul an.1 his f.'aud ly ones 
:> r t, i ,~ at 7; ~ ,'t4 

in part.icular, incidents or which have aDiJscd him for years. He bas c<)llected.A 

man,- phot;oe or originals or these tru:dly silhouettes. aome in the atee1 baxes 

and eome in 1943 on his residence wa.lls,11hich be hopes m.ll be.preserved in a 

trmL'< which he has provided. 

From 1800 to l.850, such silhouettes were the means of preserv~ famil~ 

likenesses, superseded after 1850 by daguerreotypes, and after about 1860 by 

photographs. Itinerant art,isto cut these silbAuettes, and considerable accounts 

of the.ni ~ve bean publishad.. L-i ma.v cases t,he artist turn:i.shed. the s:3lhou3tte 

" paste-l ·on a lithographed bnc~.ground,o.t w?'J.ch he had a stockt. So the author 

studied silhouette co11.ections and booke, and finally' found one rlth a backgroUJ.~~l 

This sh011ed tr.LS.t it had been eut 07 

#"\ ll , __ , :; ,.,.,.. L ,. ~--·. -It ,:..,; .... 
c.:. T::S 1waiftil S.J .... ~.avUEh, W ~ u1.:n,, 1:,U,.Oua,.1#. 

While visiting a Harris cousin in Richm.ond, Virginia, Estelle (Gocxt.,,n.n) 

Cl.Ark, ihe aut.hor was shown a single silhouette, torn fr0rr1 its background, or 

this same Catherine Harris, greatl.7 resembling the Koss fam~l7 one above 

mentioned. 0rigirlally this Barrie family silhouette had been on a long back ... 

ground with another ailhouet,te ot a son ot Catherine tacing her. But. this and 

the baelcpound had been daatro,acl. 



~ 

' ~ ,. .. 
,., ---~ ... - .i-f ... . :-• - '!' ... _ """ _.., 
•4 •....,i ... r,.,.::...~~-- !,.;'I:: ·,:-.;... ":f-. ~ 

been given to a Mess first ccusin or the au'.ihor, lfate (DuVal) Pittsi of ;Jash--

:in(,on., D. C. She was kind enough to loan it,and the author had a full size 

tS-&iten which is in the steel box. It has the inscription «Aug Edouart . .fecit, Ne 

Orleans, Hov.? l;?• l844"• It has the orig;inal trams ot bird's·e,e maple venee:a 

with which Edouart, tumiahed 17 houettes. 

The author had made a tracing or the Harris family' silhouette, and now was 

able to compare it, with the or1ginal Yoss famj1y one. The two are identical 

except, that they are faced in opposite directions. So it seems quite certain 

that Edouart. out both the lloes and Harrie tam:Sl,-_ eilbouettcs er Catherinoia.~ 
. 

prs.cticallif cert.ain that he cut t,he two t,ogether, holding the papers back to 

A8 related later, when Edouart cut a silhouette, he preserved a dupl:!cate 

of the original. The silhouette expert, lfrs. Bm:217 Neville Jaclmon., wrote in 

one cf her books that Edouart ne.de hie duplicates b7 cutting t,hem back to back 

m.th the original., but the author gives beyond reason for a contrary belief. 

But it seems quite probable that Edoua.rt made these two original silhouettes e.t 

the sP..tne time; for the ?.ioss family by pastinR one or Catherine alone on the 

ba.~kground with a .fireplace on ~nich it now exists; am tor the Harrls famtly by 

_pastir&g the o·,her on a longer backgrcu.i~d_ rvith Catherine taci.71.g her sonJ but 

llith Pll since destroyed except ·the black paper silhouette itself, The Jztter 

in 1943 is in iichmond, Virginia and the one ~nging to Kate Pitts is in 

washington, D. C. The author hopes aome day t.o have t,he two together to make 

verification it they wre out back to baok. 

Aa related later, many ot his duplicataa ot the a:llhouett,es made by

F,Aicuart,.haTe been fo1Di and ~ed. But t.he dupl:lcate silhouettes of Catherine 
~ 

Barria ancl her 80D are no\ :laclvdecl~ eo tbe7111118t boe been loet at eea in a 
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nearly but not Ihrae or these silhouettes be~r 

evi<lsr.:ne that the~:r were cut indepr;nd&1tls ... but, by the 

s11houettes wa.s Oi;ned bj a grand.sen, Joseph Bunford Samuel, and v.e.:;.s ir'.heritcd b~t 

ground of a portico with a curtain a.rid balustrade, -with the columns of Gira.rd 

co:l°Jege, Philadelphia in th·e distance4 

A secaid nearll7 identical silhouette is in the Museum at 122 and Broadway, 

Net1 York City~ but with a background ot a gateway !11th erill-wcrkJ' and Independ-

ence Hall, Pbj) n.delphia in tha bD.ckgro~J1d. Photos of both or these a.re in o. 

steel bOXo 

A thi1--d t=iilhcuette of Joha'l V.oss is in possession or the author= This ia il1 

d.i'i- old frame., with s L~bel ah011ing it ~as owned by Henry- Lazar-as, son-in-J.a,z of 

John Moss, July l, 1852, five years ai~er the death of John. It ms the same 

ba.e!-'.ground aa first, silhouette abo"1e. rt has a signa.'c,U!'e, presumably or the 

~sted ~ itself pasted on a backing inside the old 

=~ddle er ~hi.ch wa.s ~n t.mused lithograph of a 

of t-so other silhouettes which ware l:.id on this cardboard, a..'1.d paste spread over

. h ~ t 1. ing th . k d So t.he~ ~~s+-~ CO"""!ec+-0....,~ ·c,. em preparafJory o pasc. on some o er Dae ~u.~ ~ - •"-' -4~ -.;, u,.. -- -.. 

m.th this silhouette artist LoJd, three backgrounds, and outlines or two other 

silhouettes that he made. But in spite of t.hese clues, no trace ot the artist 

has been round. trmn search ot all available silhouette data, Philadelphia 

muse11m11 and. recollections of t110 silhouette expert;a"' 



the 1934 edition o! thie Gene~,logy. This gives information the.t the. author 

3ainoo in study of the CatherJJ1C Harris silhouette. 

-
0 Auguste ~rt was a tamoue French art;ist whose silhouettes were very 

faabiona.ble,1825 to 1850. Ha came trfllD Europe., and from lB39 to 1849 cut many 

silhouettes in various oities 1n the United States. In each case he cut two 

together. He gave one to the sitter, mauntecl on a lithographed background ot 

a roam or other scene, of which he had a varied stock. The other silhouette 

Edouart, P"aened as a duplicate. after be bad it autopaphed by the sitter with 
I ✓ • 

place and date. BdouaZ't &e<'umolated a great Dl8ftJ" ot these duplicate silhouettes 

which he kept in albums. He sailed tor Prance in 1849 in the ship Oneida, end 

v-ar wrecked ott the Isle ot Gurnsey in the English Channel1 ·and the nlbums ware 

cast into the sea. A few albums were rescued~ including a8Yeral of the America.11 

ones. These wezie given by' Edouart to the daughter ot the tarmer whu saved him 

' 
:trom the wreck. F,douart continued to Prance where he died some years later c 

rarmer's daughter t,o an English silhouette collector, !!rs. &n:1Jy \\'evil.le -

n,\ncestcre in Silhcr.iet,ten, and. in a pamphlet nAmerican Silhouette ?ort.raits". 

She advert.iaed that- she would sell photographs o! the Edouart. duplicates that she ,. 

had. The author found 1n \hie list silhouettes made in New Orleans January 17, 

1844 ot "Hrs. Hoss, &-nest lloae, and Baby !loss". These were described as 1:oll.01;rs 

ill a let.t.er tram Mrs. Jackson rrom. Eng]BIJd. '~!rs- !less seated in a chair of the 

period 111th charming tippet collar and crinoline shirt.. Baby lfoaa on her knee 

w1 th al'Jll8 outstNtchecl. Emest Moes, a boy ot 4 or 5 J&&rS • 1n anklAt length 
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r-rence, there could bs no doubt that this was a silhouette of !s~bel j ':l and hs~ 

viving tarn1Jy showed no lmowledge of it. A photo of Mrs. Jackson's cow was 

purchased from England about 1932, and is nproduced in the 1934 edition or "~loss•·~ 

Harris Pec-~gree Chart 11 • In the same list of !lrs. Neville-Jackson was record ot., a 

silhouette ot Samuel Moss ta.1<en in New Orleans, Janmiry 13, 18440 A photo of. 

this also 1188 secured from ~,ct and no doubt is the husband of IsabeJJe, and 

grandfather ot the author. n 

'1'h1s was tho l 934 bcgirmine ot a story continued as follows. 

Hannah R. L-andon is an author living .near Boston, who had written a book 

tt?ort.raite•··••by Early- American Artists" published by W. E. Rudge, llew York 1927. 

She had included the p.1ceviousl7 mentioned silhouette ot John lloaa, owned by 

John Do Samuel. She v~ writing a."lot,her book on Silhouettes, 8S1"..ades of m:,-

Bassachusetts. Both books., nre in the steel boxes. In the course 0£ her et'1cy 

for the latter book: she teea.~e acquaint,ed with the au·~ho~., and included .l!-1 he:..~ 

study she made the surprisi!'_g &nn0lh"1.Cement to the author that she had found a , 

previously' unknown Eclouart silhouett,e or John Koss in an alDJm in tla lllsma ct~be 

City ot Rew York. Thi~ was an album of ldoaart; ot a difterent sort ~cm the ship

wrecked ones .. ;tbat had been loaned by the CMDer• Erskine Hewitt. a prominent col

lea:,toz- ot Rew York City. After his death, it was .inherit.ad b7 tJ.s nephew., Norrln 

H. Green. Both of these gent.lemen were 1dnd enough to let the author make 

continaed imestigaticm. 
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si.lho'ilettes, m03tly mtl.'lted on backgrounds.,and ea.ch with the atfc.ograp."l of the 

sittGr and of Faouart. ~ sil-houettes were most~ ot prom.;n.ent peopla; :L:i.dieat---

ing that. the albmn was on exhibition one. On page 46i as the silhouette being 

described~ with a characteristic autoBraph used in a number of lcnom exampl~s, 

"John J!oss !ov. 5, 1842". Also 1laS Edouart • a sigm1tl,lre vdth the addi tio11 ot 

the place Dfhiladcl.phia". 'lhe silhouette itsel.t 1s obv1011Sl7 of the same man 

as t,be three 1'Loyd" silhouettes previously mentioned. It is tacing the other 

band1 mu1 baa such d:ltterent details aa to give evidence beJ'ond their signat,ures 

tho.t Loyd and Edoaarli are ditferent artists. 'the 4eta5Ja o! the coat and hat are 

dj_fi'erent, and the cane ia straight, in one and crooked 1n the otr~ro 

This red morocco-bound Edoaart album., supposed by the author to have been 

e studio exhibit., ~ been purchased tor 81200 by- Erskine Hewitt trom the New 

York antiqua dealer Bonaventure, who had purchased it• traa a. Pari..s antique d.eale::t~ 

1¥:he author supposes that Edoum-t had kept it separate trcm the albums rescueci 

:?re.-riee with h1'ii-,where no doubt it was with his effects when he died, and probably 

::~::-t, £irot it ia to be noted.J that afte:- t,he authorta grandpa.rents, Isabel1 e end 

Sl~nuel uoss, and their two children;had the unre.~d si ho-"et,t.es made in New 
. . 

O~leans in 18la4, other ch~ldren wre born. In 18;81 IsabeJle and all or the 

childrei:. remoYed. to O.rman.1,· and most ot t.bem never returned to the United States. 

In 1872 one daugbterJ AlSce ?Joss, a~t ot the a~r, narried her second cousin, 

~J.tred HeJIIDll, and went to .,.den, where sbe bad a maber of children. Later., . . 
Iaabelle and another daugh\err 
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~.-:ithor9s grandta.tha~: Ss.rnuel Moe~, 1nith a nagro bey and a dog~tha.t had been tcl:r::: 

by her si~..,er Ali~•!; I.ioss, aunt or the author, men she married and went from h•sr 

hor~ i., Dusseldorf: Germany ~to Goth5nberg, Sweden. , 

son Cs.rl Erik He,ma."l had sold the Gothenburg family residence.· He wrote to the 

author that he baa a v~c,ue recollection of a silhouette and that he uould try to 

locate it. He died, and his widow, Hascha Be7BBD, was writ.ten t,o with no raply. 

Tben - Kaas wrot;e that perhaps Jlascba had the silhouette and might give it to 

the author, but did not want to go to the expense ot shipping it fl'Oii Sweden to 

Lynn. So the author sent 10 kroner to !dascha-,still with rto reply. After the 

author retired trom the GeneJlal Electric Company-, he visited London 1n the 

$USlier of 1938 and ma.de a side trip to Swedan to visit tirot and second cousins 

end ;a.th the idea cf in,--astigation of the silhoustt~ of S.ormiel Moes, 

n.J "" ,.rw-,...,.-...:« 
"Ila:".?. <,i ~~..,.~:.. :_~ 

cousin, Hugo lieylD&.,., at Saro, a subut-b of Gothenb~rg. Upon e.11aki11.g from an 

·ildnGt want the 10 l-Q;m1el", but did want, silhouette info1>r:3tion. ilith t,he a~sis-

ta.nee of a r1n, cousin ot the author who livCG~nearby., Gladys (Heyman) 

Nystroem~ daughter of Alice~ it presently was remembeJled that perhaps tmre had 

been a silhouette that had disappeared men the tumiture ot the tandly residenea 

had been sold at auction. Such auctions in Gothenburg are con<htcted by a 

11un,c1pa1 ~tion Hotlde. !be aPPl'Q1dmate date waa lcnom, and the records 1re1'9 

se&Nbltd with the aasistanoe of Glad,a, ahowlng the Heyman auction, Aug. 1933. 



·the 1:2issi..1ig silhouette., but neither remembereo. what it ~s like. But the a1.~thcr1 

thought it must be the silhouette described by Har. as :Samuel Mose: a. negro bt..)z,·., 

and a dog. Then Gladys remembered an old trunk, ar.d producecl a atr'8\l photograph 

of the long sought, family silhouette, which settled a lot of pre'Vious riddles in 

a very surpriri.ng wa,. The silhouette shown b7 this photo is J.".'9produced herein. 

In tbs central pan.el are the exact tig,.ires ot Isabelle, Em.est, Ella and Samuel 
c.oe•e!> tjf ..-/hose cl.,t.(.pl 1c..a.tes 

~oss made in 1ft Orleans Ja.nu.ary 13 and 17: l84it, \. long before had been 

obta1nfld by the author .trca Bnsl~- So it as oerta:lp. that une,cpec~ had 

been tound the or1ginal of these duplicates~ 1n the faad.ly silhouette ot tbia 

photo found by Gladys. This original had been taken trcmf. Bell Orleans to German:;-~ 

probably' when Isabelle and her fandl7 moved there 1n l8SS, 111th the 11cown a:1 

rolated in Page 2 ot the first edition, then taken by Alice t,o Sl!eden ltlan ahe 

liU!l'!'ied in 1872, and tinallJ' sold at the fandly a,iction in 1933. In tt.ce. sa'!?e 

center panel ot t.his silhouette, as shonn L~ the photo herein, beside Samuel, 

. 
:1.s a silhouette of a horse, one ot the horses Olm.eel by Samuel, who uas ~,te1-estccl. 

~1 rae~-.,g4, So this was the silhouette said. by ?Jay to be ot Samuel !i0ss, a neg.;.~~~ 

~lla and Emest., and then was not a deg but a horse. Bex'G it develop,ed t,hat. 

this family silhouette bad. hung en tbe •ll of the bedroom ot Alice, dur.Jig all 

ot tbe childhood of her children. But dll ahe found t,he old. photo, Gladys, 

one ot the children of Allee I had no Jarticular recoll.ection ot it. Tlie author 

later bad contact with two other children of Alic,., Harald., by cQrrespo.-idence 

fl\iiD Tah11i11 and Kurt,, pancmal\r 1n C&l itqmia, and neither ot thaae had aq 

detailed. noolJeotion, were not able t,o deaoribe it, nor kneil anJt,bing of the 
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only' were the si ~~~ouettes in the center P3-11.el in the photo found by (~ladys, S9~ 

to be tha originals ot F.douart duplicates previously found b; the aut,hor, but 

another equally surprising tact appeared. The silhouette on the right was re~og

niv.ed bJ' the authoJ" as being the same as the previously mentioned. silhouette or 
John Moss, rather or Samuel ?loss, that had been fo1D1d in the red morocc:o .. bound 

Edoua.rt. album of Erskine Hewitt! Then Glad,s remembered,and other relat,ivee 

since have veritied,that the lad.7 on the left ot the panel was the wife ot the 

man on the right,so she mst be Rebecca(LJons) !:oea. 

With this unearth1Dg ot the photo ot the fandq silhoaette, and ot the 

probable record or its ea.le, came an intense desire on the~ ot tho tw.1;hor to 

recover i;hc original.. So he and his cousin G].ia.dya took a taxi~ a.round 

flothenburg1 and with the BP'alJ picture ot the silhouette, visited maey ot the 

second-hand shops that were mentioned in the auction lists ot ha v1ng purchased 

' r'°='le picture"41 But nowhere did ~1 remembe~ the silhouette! Gosta 

!!yst.roem, husband of Gladys11 was musical editor ot a Gothenburg daily ne1;spo.psl", 

and it. was suggested that a ''Lost n advertisement be inserted. in his p~par when 

people returned from their s-..mm1er vacations~ l!ith an illustration or th~ ~hotc--

nearly of the size guessed by (lladys as being that of Lhe original., so 

that the author oould have as near a replica as possible, of the :nissing 

original silhouette. This is in the steel boxes. 

The author returned to London ana- sailed tar home on October l, 1938. Just 

bef01'9 eaSling he unsuccessfall.y tried to f'1nd in London and Sout,hampl;on, SOll8 

Swa1J eh ncses to send t,o Qot.banburg tor the advert1NG8nt. So a moae7 carder 1'88 

eEmt trf.1!1 t.he United stat.ea, and the advert,iaatl8nt cmi, ~- A translation 
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Presentl7 the author received a letter .f:tom Glad.jPB say-t.s.ng th.at 

ccme to her with the long lost original silhouettet It was an unfortunate mist.:~k:: 

to have said in the advert.isenent that "an American 1r0uld like to know where it 

now is", oecause the woman nnted. 400 -~roner, about $100000. She alleged that 

her husband, now dead, had i:rized t~ silhouette highly, even though he had no 

idea who the people were. Gladys Sllg8ested ba~mjng~ and f:l.nall7 purchased 

the silhouette tor the author tor equivalent ot about 84().oo. 
It arrived in the United States 111hile the autho..waa epending the winter in 

Charlsto.:., S.C~ Donald, a son, wh:> had remained at LJD&,, was given the job of 

gstting it thraJgh the Salem Custom House. Ynere was a lot of dela,- due to red tape 

and wroiig papers, with the author in Charleston greatly pleased that the silhouette 

t;as in the United States, but turning t.W. it aot to his own residence at L,nn. 

This vra.e fi.ru1Ji7 accomplished in ?l.arch, 1939. The original- silhouette is no?f e~; 

;-6 Sachem Street and pi1otoe. are in the steel box. It is .in an old rustic fl .. C..T.C 

d;•ddsd. into three panels.· The middl'3 panel le large and ha.s the ailhouettes ot 

1:s~belle, Ella, Ernest, and Sa.1U.1el, as i.11 the previoUBly i'ound duplicates, ais 

J9.n~ry 15, 18'J,.. n. In the lithographed background or the pictlh~ frame Crl ·~he 

waJ1,is a silhot.,ette of a horse, mar'&(ed ''Paul Clifford 183711
0 'Ibis must have b~sn 

c::.s or the horses that Samuel is known to have been interested in. 

In the right panel is t~ silhouette ot Jolm J!oss. Thia silhouette is very 

near)¥, but not quite like tba duplicate 1n the red marocco-bo,md album. The 

difference 1s in the shape of the tips of t,he necktie, CC'llar. comer or coat and 

the cane bandle. !b1a a1lbouette of Jolm Jloss on t.be right, is signed, nAug. 
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gdouart, .tecit Ph:l1ad-~phia.. 10 Novo 1842. n The Edouart duplicate of t~ia is 

not recorded, so it ntUa.et have been lost in t.he shipwreck. 

The tre.11e has a. wooden back1and on it in faded ink)behind silhouettes of 

both John Moss and Rebecca(Ifons)Mcss,is the inscription, "copy from the origi-

al & """',., • _.. ~ 9J ..... , lr"l , ~.J_....» ••· -~ JSl • f' n IIUAen in i'n.u.da.e ~l.la. 1 1wyem0er ••••••••• c.t&,,1.~11 •• As ,~J.~ea.dy related, the. 

dup] icate of the Samuel Moss tami, y, L11 the -ship-!!NCked -a.1-bum Jond the origintl 
. . . . . . 

silhouette in the oem,er pallel o! trams, shmr that this was made in New Orleans 
... 

in January 1844. 

Evidenta.lJ;y When this latter silhouette was being JJBde, Edouart reminded 

Samel t,bai; he ~ in hia album, duplicates ct the silhouettea ot his r,:a.rente 

John and Rebecca L'oss; made in !>h:1Ja4elphia in lB42. He therefore in 1844, 

copied these 1842 silhouettes by means of the duplicates which he had, and added 

them to the Samuel Hoes s4]houette. The copy of the Joi".n Moss s:ilbouette is 

almo!it but not quite exact, as above relatedv Edouart had the wonderful pmre1 .. 

or looking at an existing silhouett-e and m.\tll'.g ~..ich 2 n-early s:a.ct copy. 

Edouart furnished frames for man:, 0£ his silhouettes,but none of the ru5tie t,~ 

Shortly after this three panel frame original silhouette arri~ed ,L-, LJT'~: 

about 1940., Hannah London v.J.aited the author with the stiatement that she rad 

another. cme of the surprises t bat make the present story so interesting~ 

She then exhibited a photopaph ot an original silhouette in the N. Y .. museam 

at 122 and Brcadway, ~:!ch waa, aa nearly as ooold be seen, an exact duplicate 

ot the ailhouet,to ct Rebecca in the three panel frame. It had been labeled 

"thidentifiad Wc:cuaa a• 
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was later discarded in some •~. It ia in mi old frame with a printed n~~e of 

a dealer in Ph1ladelphia where Rebecca lived, and is on plain paper., with no 

background or inacription,and there is no history ot it. 'l'he author has tried 

to get the original from the museum without success so tar, but hopes to ma...lce 

a trade tor it some day -with some other Moss portrait which he hopes to acquire. 

It it is true that the New York 1111seum COJ>7 is the original, then the Edou&rt 

-duplic-1.e ot it 1a unlmom. !he author searched tar it in the albums ot Ed.ou.a.rt 

duplicates witho-Jt success. Probably the duplicate is in one of the albums still 

sun.lt in the sea ott Gu..~eey-. 

The original ot the John Koss silhouette also has never been located. 

As already stated, the Ed.o-'13.rt duplicates ot tbe Sarsu.i.6l ?.toss faadly w::isted, 

~nd the author has copies of them. B-~ the duplicates themselves still remain 

t,o oo tou..?ld. However, it 1a tt considerable geneological achievement to have 

four original silhouettes~ and two CO!)ies ot originals by- the original artist: nno. 

~o have located cne or the originals and one of the Edouart duplicates of -~heD~;I: 

S:h~ £5..:,dL,g of the remaining originals a.'ld duplicates is a.n interesti.l'lg tastr. fc,r1 

After the author h~d had the Sa.'m.lel Moss fam:1ly origL'18.l silhouetto and the. 
.. 

photograph or the ship-wrecked duplicates, in his possession tor two ,cars, San

ford A. tJoss; Jr. made a discover, which had never before been noticed~ This is 

that some of the small details of the originals and the }ilot,os or the duplicates., 

are not. quite alike. Tbe appearance is as if when. Bdouart was holding two sheets 

of paper together,tbat he did not hold them quite cl.osely;SO that they (!·ld not 

cut exactlJ' ~11aa1or e.1ae that instead ot holding two pieces ot piper togather, 
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Close exam:L"lation of the original sl.lhouette sho":fs tr:at th~ baby is eut se_parat.eJ.y 

a::d is pasted on her .L-other1 s lap. This was, no doubt, the case Ydt,h the dupli-

aa.te alao, and the duplicate of the baby was pasted on the it-other1 s lap i..ri a 

sorzahat dit!eren~ position. This probabl1, means that the Edouart dupJ:tc;\t~ in 

his album had a separate figure of the baby pasted ont; 

Mrs. Jackson•s_books a&7 that Edouart folded a piece of paper double and 

cut two ouettes at once. It this were the case, the duplicates would be 

the opposite hand from t.he orig:lnaJ, and the duplicate and ori~nai 110-Jl.d be 

exactJ.7 the sama. The fact that the duplicate and original face the same way

and dit.ter slightly, and the tact that in ilra. Jackson's book the silhouette ot 

Edouar'e, cu~ting a silhouette does not show any- sign of two being cut together, 

seems to indicat-e ·that Edouart made the duplicates separatel7 by copying f .-om 

the o~iginal. 

already mentionsd, ~hen i.il-s. Jackson- had in England the ship-wrecked Edouart 

-~.lbur.:J, she rr:3de photographs of ea.ch one# and offered prints tor sPJ e. Sha th~~ 

He printed a new lis>e, of all ct the silhoue'ttea, and exhibited t,he albur-aS ~~ 

several ci·~ies: and sold from them the Ed.oua.rt duplicates to anyone rolling to 

pay U,.00 each. Aa already related, these duplicates had;1'l'itten on the ba.ck, 

the aut.ograpb of the sitter, with the plac'! and dat.e. The aut.hor si.?1ce bas seen 

SOllf.t ot the silhcu.ettea thus aol.4 bJ' Veftl&T. Thay 1181'9 mounted en a thick pi.ace 

ot C81'dbaa.rd, and Bome were iD frames. In each oaae., the mounting was cut out 

as to cUaplay the writ,ing on the back or the sitter•a autograph, the place and 

t.be date~ 
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fJnop of Doll and Richards., then at 7l Newb'UJIS7 Streett- After many- of. the ~~J .. -

houettes bad. been removed f:'om the albums, and sold., the albums and ren~ning 

silhouet tee v;ere sold to Rev. Glen T"J.ley Morse, an em1nent silhouat ts collacto!;, 

then ot Newbury, vassachusetts. He was kind enough to let the author look 

through the al~, which disclosed that the silhouettes of Isabelle, E.11a., 

mrnest, and Sanael !loss, ot which the author has photos, had been sold between 

t,he time the albums 118re sold bJ- Jlre. Jackson to Vemay, and sold by b;im to 

Rev. uorae. The author made inquil7 ot the atatr of Vem&7 and Doll and Richards 

and the.?" bad no recol'd or aemor-., of auch aale. But "1th some e:1lhouette fancier, 

some11here in the Faatem Onited States. are t,bese FAouai't, dupl1eatee, made in 

New Orleans Jw7 1811'4, dllq signed on the back, of Iaabelle, Ella~ Ernest, 

and Samuel Hoas; aa well as the original s:Uhouette or John Moss made 1n 

PhiJadelphia November 5, 1842; and possibly- the original. ot Rebecca(LJons)lloss 

made 1D Philadelpld.a November 10, 1842. The author baa made publication i.'l se11-

eral places ot the pbotograph reproduced herein, and has searched 1lUSeums and 

ea,ie photo as evidence, giving his theory that EdOU&rti di~ not make hie clupli

catee back to back as Mrs. Jackson supposed, but did cut then independent4t by 

inspec1ii on 0£ ··the ori6i..,al in a way that may be described as nrree-ecissors ,: " 

T"ncse articles nre 1n the magazines "Ant.i4ues11 Oatober 1941,and "!\merican 

Collector0 SC!pt- 1943, and in the Antique Column ot the New York sun, July 30, 

194.3. But acaa ot t.he ailhouette 88U'Chea oft.he aut.hor have beea succeaai'ul, 

so he cont,inaN hope that he can add the aforesaid missing items to. hia 

collection. And be hopee that. the plane he bas made tor presefflng the 

tNt1JT beirlooute be baa colleoW, inOluding the ailhollettes: that have ~• 



recovered, will result in their presen-o.tion tac the benefit of the 
hypothetical interested descendants, with no further dissipation 
a.s has occurred in the pasta 
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In the steel bo:c is· the book "Shades or Ti/1' ForefD.thers,n by 1lannab 
London (Ih's. Benjrun:ln Siegel), a fr:J.end of thG author1 wi~ pictures 
of allot tho silhOWlttGs mentioned herein. In the author's copy of 
this book and in OD.I omied by Orsa Laura (Dodae) Kertoot, a areat grand
dauchter of Ale::;p,nder Harris, brother of Isabelle .(Harris) rJoss• the 
author has added extonsivo notes., giving 1iJQl\Y additimal details of all 
ot tha silbouottes 1n the book of the_ rloss facil.7 relativeE. 

?Iott added ~ptember 19/,Q. Thet-e r,as mentioned previousl7 the 
silhouette marked 11 Uaidttnt1fied Urtman," in the lllsema at 122nd and 
BroD.dway I Ilew York:1 that the author considered to be the oriepnal ot -
the Edouart Replica of .Rebecca (Lyons) rJoss, and that the author 
.hoped to obtain by trading. For years he tried to find something that 
would make :m acceptable trade. The silhouette in the Ilaseum had been 
purchased hi Pli1ladelph1a by tbs famous Rare Book mrabant, Dr. A. s. 11. 
Rosenbceh and by bim presented to tha ?lJsema. IA 1946 he was.President 
ot the Bisttr:1.eal Socie\y that msint.aJ nad tbl Illsedll. Uh.en the ~ 
uaa 1n Ph1lndelpbio. to reee1Te the Howard :u. Potts ~dal froa the 
Fronkl:Jn Institute, he called on Dr. Rosenbach, who was a member of the 
Institute., had ll pleasant conversation.with b1m about the Institute, 
about PbSJadelpbia relatives of the aut~, 7DBD1' ot whcm he knew, and 
had f'urthor discussion nbout a trode tor tdle silhouette ot the "Unidenti
fied l7oman." 

One ot the s:I J bo~iettes in the_ lists at the shiP-wrecked Edouart 
albnras of duplicates. was that of Jlexan&tr Harris manticrwd abcwa, and 
in 1945 th1~ atm was 1n a sh1pareeked clbwa Sn possassian or Rn. 
Olan TW.ey three of Nawbur)'port, Uass, At the request ot Laura, grand
daugl1ter ot .A.ul.tmder, tba author arranged tba pircbase tor her fl'm 
Rn. r.lorse, of the silhouette or Alemnder. ltow it occurred to the nutbor, 
that another Edoua.rt duplicate in possessiaa. of Rev. llorsa might be con
sidered. by Dr. Rosenbach o.e an acceptable trade e SQ the author thought 
of a silhouette ot 11IJary (tbss) LD.zorus," sister of $mmel (Lycms) Uoos 
r.,.,randtather of the author, thnt was duly recorded in bath lists ot 
shipm-eoked duplieataa, · ic illustrated i..'l. . "Sbndes of Dy Faretatbers," 
a-.d rem:lned in the Rave f.1orse albums. This had on the ho.ck the aut0=-
6Taph -of f.bry, nith nLouisvWe, Ky. 1 tby l31 184.4", a.nd on n piece of 
s page of the album on which the silhouette was pasted, "l.1ar7 Lazarus, 
late t:dss Lbss3 '1'.ritten by Edonart. A1though W7 ffllS a great-aunt 
of the author, he ms wil.J.llle to let her ~11-bouette (as wll oo that 
of his great-uncle, Alexander IIa:rria) be diverted, because ho would know 
their exact location, and because the7ware not 1n liia direct ancestral 
line. So atter o. aroat deal of correspondence, Rev. r.lorse sold the 
silhouette ot t1oey to the author, it wes aoceptad 1n trade by Dr. Roeen
bnch, and the tlUthor bad the pleasure ot · adding to his ~mn:JJy collection 
the ft~l.houette ha long htld e0V'eted. For the first tilla he was able to 
make n esr9ful cocpariaotl with the-Replica in the Samue-1 rJoss frame that 
he hc.d long pessosood. The two show tha usual slight ·c11tterences that 
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died in Paris and were buried in a tomb in Llontmartre Cematary there e 

As tbe7 had no desc~ndants, remainjng places in the tomb were used b7 
the family at thryas sister-in-law, the o.uthor1s gra~her, Isabella 
(llarria) r:loss, and aha and her son, \1al-ber, were buried there. A 
daughter. I.by fl>ss, o.unt ot the author, Qied near Paris during tbe Qermau 
ocoupation, 1941, and was tempararil.y buried :boall.y. · Ree•~l.1", the author 
with aama of b1a cou,ina, ar.ranpd the wans.tar of l'q1a rennins to 
the tr,ztt~ tomb i,,- th• side ot Jis- mother, bro-&her, aunt and 
unoleo 
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