The Middleton Ancestry

of General George Rust:
(Westmoreland County, Virginia)

1931






Middleton - 1
THE MIDDLETON ANCESTRY : AN
-— ——— 3ib}uvak.dx;7z:&01

Ge G: et VeSS

neral George Rust Wi T puk, ) e

(Westmoreland County, Virginia) /M‘”ﬁL[g.PM ith o
A, T 2&I53L
A

5 grest Robert Middleton wes r resident of Lancester County, which forms
rend- the southern end of the Northern Neck, as esrly as 1655, Lancaster lies
er. south of Northumberlsnd County, =nd Northumberland south of Westmoreland,

It is probsble thst Robert Middleton with wife Mery, who disposed of
verious property in Lancester about 1660 was identical with Robert
Middleton, with wif: Msry, whom we find not long ~fterwards as a consider-
eble lend owner ir qutmoroland County, Robe-t Middleton and Thomas
Willys had 8 patrat, Sept. 15, 1658, from Sgmuel Mathews, Governor of
Virginia, for 6C) sores in Lencrster County, due them for the transportation
into the colony of twelve persons, Robert Middleton also hed a pstent from
Governor Methevs, Jan. 16, 1658-59, for 250 ecres in the ssme county, near
the trect graatod to him md Willya this pertent due for the trsnsoortation
into Virginia of five prrsons by Wlll% ,gauggm, who had assignecd his

Vool certificate to Middleton, . (The lsatte “%;e ed all his right in the 600-acre

3’ tract to Mr., Thomas w111ys Sept. 12, 1660, and soon after, Dec. 26, 1660,
when described as Robert Hiddleton planter he deeded the 250 acres to
Thomas Kidg To both of these doeds Robert Middloton signs his own neme,
end in both his wife, Mary, consents to the srles, signing her nane, as
women commonly did 1n those deys, by her merk, we see in these patents a

.4, Tamilier way of rccumulerting a landpd estsd e in "tolonial Virginiae, the
m‘b paying the transportation of immigrants into Virginia, in retum for which
investment 50 acres was grante' b the king (or the sovernor, his represene
tative) for esch person so trrnsporte’, Suchlp atents for land not yot
taken up by rnybody,  were given in the orrly days in ell parts of Virginia,
but leter on the Northern Neck; falling into the possession of a proprietor
or proprietors, the grsnts thoro were made by the prOprietary.wwwst«ﬁ~£3%&q'

Robert Middleton hed & petent, Mev 17, 1662, for 300 acres { Weste
moreland County, and on Sept, 26, 1665 Sir William Berkeley, Governor,
1ssued to him anothr' patent, oovering the s~id 300 scres snd 400 more, the
latter due him for che transoortation of eight persons, the whole 700 acroe
lying on a brarch of the Yeocomico River., [(I don't exactly understand
why, after s patent wa: once granteid, a subsequent patent should be 1lssued

¢J* covering the same and an additional amount of 1rnd, although pe-heps it
wes beceuse the trects ss belng adjecent to one another were to be referred
to in the records thereafter as under a single grent.)) Again on May 21,
1666, Governor Berkeley 1ssued & pstent to Robert Middleton for 1120 acres
in wpstmorelnnd County at the hesd of the msin branch of the Yeocomlco
River, 700 acres thereof ha ving been formerly granted him) as asbove, mm d
420 acres the residue, being due him for the transportation of nine
persons, When Robert Middleton acquired his next and last grent of une
sppropriated lernds the lsnd in the counties of the Ngorthermn Neck had pessed
from the king to the proprletrry, and the grants theroin were mrde by the
proprietary, through an agent in Virginis, On Auge 10, 1691, Philip
Indwell, eﬂent of the proprietcry, gr-nted to Robert middleton of W%estmoree
land County a trrct of 1664 acres and 78 poles "in the fforest. « o on ye
North side of Raprhanrck River & Betweene Yoacomeco & Nomony Rivers,"
1120 ecres of which hed been previously grrnte” by prtent of M-~y 21, 1666,
as above, nd 544 acres, the residue, since taken up as waste or‘proprie-
tor's 1- nd as by survey datod April 6 1682, Among adjeccent property owners
were Grorge Lamkin (whose wife, Honnah so I hrve been told, was a sister
to the first Williem Rust) rnd Fpancis Clay, vhose widow merried an
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- ancestor of yours, Captein John Rogers, and after Rosers'! deeth Hehry

‘'Rosse, gent,, whom I have mentioned in connection with the early Rusts,
some:of Clay's 1 nd pessing from Rosse to his sister, Mrs, Thistlewhest
of Iondon, who sold it to your two ancestors, Semiel Rust end John Clement,

.I have given the sbove (perhaps tedious) account to show how estates
were often acouired in the colony, and psrticularly how your first Middletonmn
ancestor leid the foundations of & good estste, his family for a century
and a hrlf rfter him maintaining excellent stending emong the gentry of

the county. (The Rusts of the second and third generation, Sgmuel and .

‘als mihad grants of land from the proprietors of the Northern RNeck,

at much later dates, 1716 and sfterwards, but it does not sppesr that
Willism Rust, the imw igrant, had lands by patent from the king or from
the proprietary of ‘ne Northerm Neck, evidently acquiring such property
as he hed by deed "rom patentees or other holders of land,)

he 1 smounk: of lehd which Robert Middleton recedved, By patemt,
NG\ «,,.;,,p?'grietnry, in Westmorelsnd County was 1664 acres, a very
godd eatate, Virt other lend he may have recrived in the ordinary way by
deed from private individuals 1 do not know, At amy:rate such was his
holding of land by patent in 1691, six years before his derth,

I 30 not know the"maidep neme’ of Robert Middleton's wife, Mary, but
it seems probable thrt either she or he was related to Nathaniel Garlend,

. ]
o
q

"or to Garland's wife, Robert Middleton and Mary, his wife, gave John and

Natheniel Garlend, sons of Nathaniel Garland, erch & mare, and in his will
probaebly not lons afterwerds, Robert Middleton lesves to Sohn and Nathanies.
Garlend g crown to buy gloves, and to Dgniel and Jercmiah Garland e~ch 500
pounds of tobacco, the four boys being sons of Nathaniel Garlend and
legatees named by Robert Middleton besides his sons end grandchildren,

It 18 likely thet Mary Middleton, the wife, died prior to the making of

the will, as she is not named therein, '

The will of Mr, Rolert Middleton, dsted Feb. 1, 1696/97, was proved
May 26, 1697, To his syn John (probsbly the elder of the two sons) he left
50 acres, while the rest of his landswere to go to his sons John and
Benedict (your sncest' r) jointly., Robert Middleton seems to hawe desired

~to follow the Engli<a custom of entailing his propertye He stipulstes

thet the eldest hcir mecle 1s to heve his plantation of Tarriherne with 364
acres, and that neither the sons (John and Benedict) nor their heirs shall
at any time sell or mortgege sny of the lrnds devised b: the will ssve to
esch other, To his grandchildren, John, Robert, Thomas and Eligabeth

-Middleton, children of his son John, tie testator leesves 500 pounds of

tobacco each, these four evidently the only grandchildren as yet, for other
children of John Middleton asre mentioned at » later date. Your sncestor
Benedict was probsbly not married sfthe time of his fether's will, Robert
Niddleton, the testator, lesves the residue of his estate to his two sons,
John #nd Benedict, rnd stipulstes that the negroes upon his plsntation and

ks wpr—>Alimbeck be not divided, but one son was to hsve them all, peying the other

for the helf velue, The two sons wers-nsmed as exccutors, The witnesses
were Natheniel @erlend, Lancelett Jordon and Edwnrd Slnger, the latter one
of saveral men transported into the colony by the son Benedict Middleton (as
mentiinat lrter on), |

" The sons of Robert Middleton (4, 1697) were:

le John Kiddleton, who survived his father only nine years, his will
deted March 14, 1708/06, end prov~d Sept. 25, 1706, = He nemes his wife, °
Eligabeth, four sons, John, Robert, Thomes end Benjsmin, snd three daugh ers,
Eliszsbeth, Mary snd Alice, He seems not to heve shsred his father's ideas
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~d{ebout. holding property for his heirs male, for he directs thet his lends

<Jbe divided equally between his four sons, while the personsl estste is to
& "t g0 in equal pronortions to his wife and the seven children, However, his
lends were not divided in the lifetime of his sons, end there was a iaw-c\ut
, about seventy-five years after his death, at the time of the Revalution,
when English customs were no longer in favor in the colonies, and the land
i‘lsig‘*, divided smong the descendants entitled to the shares of the four sons, then
~N
:

all long since dead, Eliszabeth Middleton, widow of John, died early in
335 1'733i lerving a will, It 1s'not my urpose to follow out this line of

' Middletons but to ]limit mgeccount to the line of your direct ancestry,
13f through Bencdict Nicdleton, I will sey, however, thet John Middleton, the
{3 7{§ eldest (soprrently) of the four sons of John (d, 1706), merried Eleanor
i Rogers, whose sist-r, your sncestress, Elizabeth Rogers, was the wife of
\{ « j Benedict Niddleton, sn instence of -n uncle ani nephew merrying sisters,
2\ And further, the' Thomas Myddleton, a grrndson of John (d. 1708), married
~3 Y _Brences Gpri"nd, deughter of Williem Gerlend of Richmond County, snd sfter
e iniddlﬂton'a de-.th, she (Frances) became the second wife of your ancestor
A ¢y, ¢ Matthew Rust, ¥r, Sgmuel Rust and Mr, Vincent Cox, both direct ancestors
$14S of yours, were nrmed smong the appraisers of the estrte of John Middleton,
:‘jf'ffin 1706 %

_iER 2, Benedict Middleton, doubtless the younger of the two sons of

greet Robert Middleton, married probably subsequent to his father's death,

grend g)4yabeth Rogers, dsughter of Richard Rogers, gentleman, of St, Stephens

Fether parish in the ad Joining county of Northumberlend, wher- the Rogers family
were of high standing. (An sccount of the Rogers family follows this record
of ‘he Middletons,) :

In the Westmoreleand Court, at the beginning of the ye~r 1705/06,
"M{ Benedict Middleton ceme into Court m d upon the holy Evangelists did
swesr thrt hee hed good right according to Law to claime L-nds for the
importacdon of the severall persons her-under menconed into this Colony
(to witt) Edwerd Singer Lawrence Poor John Cgrvell BREdwrrd Cuff George
Mathews And is Ordered Certificate nccording to Law.® Here agein we
see Benecdioct Middleto. p@dfitiag -1 1. 75 by the ssme method as his
fether before him, [The procedure in such cases was that the person paying
the passsge into thr colony of new settlers, whether from England or some
WF one of the other ©~lonies, often as nearby as Maryl-nd, presentel his
o evidence of the [rct before the county court, who upon such proof issued
- to him - certifiecate which he forwarded to the capitn% attgllliamslgur%.
If the cleim was lowed there, ,» patent wsas ed or e amougt o
lend called fozli?m ‘ab3dveé ’t’!‘é{"’so, ‘gﬁ’bga"ﬁ-'e'g'}g (The holder of such certi-
ficste often s0ld it to another person, in whose name, of course, the
petent would be issued, (I told you in r former report how George Esk-
ridge purchesed mrny such certificetes snd thereby rcquired s lerge
estate in 1‘- nds, )| Benediet;Middleton appg'rq.n\_t%'ymg.old thé_ above certificate,
for I find no grent to him for the 2'52) acres, = The ﬁ@%‘s 8 imported were
often indentured servents, The application might be made for the certifi-
crte several years ~fter bringing the persons into the colony. For exemple,
emong the five men imported, s8 sbove, was Edward Singer, who appears as
e witness to the will of Bencdict Middleton's father, in 1697, nine years
before the cortificate was issued, Jeorge Mathows, mother of tho flve
persons nemed, hed come over when merely a child, es was not uncommon, for
in 1702 George Mathews, servant to My, Benedict Middleton, wss adjudged by
the court to be thirteen years old snd was ordered to serve (his time of
indenture) according to law, Such boys either ren®way to go to the
colonies for adventure, -or were permitted to go by their parents, =nd,
indeed, ns you hrve read, some were kidn-pped on the streets of London or
other British port and turncd over to shipmasters to be sold into servitude
in the coloniesfor e period of yerrs., (I am giving such items as the rbove
.as they £nll incidentelly in the histor of your ancestors, in order to Hol
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throw sidelights on the customs of the times in’ which they lived.)

Benedict Middleton was appointed, July 30, 1719, surveyor of the
highweys for thet precinct of Cople Parish where Daniel lcCartyi‘ggg.,
letely . served, and it was ordered "that he cruse the Roeds & br dges"
within the seid preéint to be repesired and smended sccording to Law.

(You observe thet the position of surveyor of highways was not considered

to be benerth the dignity even of en esquire, of whom ench county"boasted
only a very Tew,) The court record, Sepot. 30, 1719, stetes thet: "Bennedict
Middleton is Continued Surveyour of the highweys for thet preint he letely
Served in. Ordered thet he cesuse all the Publick Rords in the precint to

be cleerred ~nd the woods bushes & Roots to be well grubbed up at lerst
thirty foot brord r1d to mrke Bridges in el 1 n~cessary plrces where the

gseme arec wonting lerst tenn foot brord & Levell snd passable. And furthe
thet the s¥ Middl-ton with the Assistance of Jerem® Rust the next Adjecent
Survey? Do ILikew se cruse the Rord leading from the herd of Nominy comonly
Crlled the Coac. Road Down the Country rs ferr as the extent of this County
end thot Rord "erdilng from the 88 Cosch Rord to the White M-rsh to be
cleared o3 sbrve directed pursuesnt to the lews in thst Case mede &

provided Also thet they lmep all the 8d Roads from time to time in good
repair.,” (I heve previoisly mentioned the duties of - surveyor of the
highweys, 1n my . ccou.t of the Rusts, but this item b out Benediet Middletoh
states theh more fully,) - .

In March, 1721/22, the lend of Richard Rogers, Benedict Middleton's
father-in-law (who had died in 1697), was divided among his three daughters
and co-heirs (see account of Rogers family), 100 acres in Northumberlsnd
County and 168 ascres in Richmond County falling to the shsre of Benedict
and Elizebeth (Rogers) Middleton, The sons of Benedict smd Eligabeth
Middleton wer~ sbout grown st this time, On Mesy 13, 1723, Benedict Middletm
end Elizaebeth, his wife, for love, sffection, etc,, mrde s deed of gift of
th~ sbove 100 acres in St. Stephens Parish, Northumberland County, to Robert,
described ~s son of the said Benedict and Elizabeth (which stotement fixes
the frct thet Robert ¥lddleton, who was the maternrl grandfrther of
Eligabeth Rust, wife ‘f Captsln Goorge Rust of Loudoun, w-s descended fram
the Rogers femily). The treet is described as having been pntented in
1662 to Crptein Johr Rogers, from whom it passed to his son, Richard Rogers,
gent., ~nd then te the latter's dsughter, Elligsbeth Middleton. From this
deed Ben~dict M1idle ton ~xcepted two rcres for the term of his own 1life,

.but apperently this wes not e burisl olot, for the two scres were to be

in rny pert of the tract that he sew fit, Bencdict Mid ileton merde a deed

of gift, Aug. 29, 1727, -to his son Benediet, for 1lond in Westmorelend
County, Eligsbeth, his wife, relinquishing her dower right in the ssme(Nov,2¢
1727). And, on Nov, 21, 17:8, he mrde such deed of gift for 150 acres in
Westmorelend to his (youngests son, Willirm. Ellzsbeth, his wife, hed
robebly died since November, 1727, for she 1s not mentlioned in the deed

?1728), nor in his Will' %CQ. 17290

On July 26, 1727, "Benedick Middleton Came before this cWestmorelrnds
Court and Took the osths to the Crown as b: Law sppointed, in order for
his being sdmitted s Vestry Man in the Prrish of Cople & Subscribed the
Teste," In March, 1729, Benedioct Middleton =nd P-trick Spence esre feferred
to in the records as the churchwerdens of Cople Prrish, -(There is no
record, other than fregmentary, showing the nsmes of the vestry snd wardens
of Cople Parish,)

_ Benedict Middleton's will, signed Dec. 31, 1729, wrs proved Merch 288
1730, He leeves to his (eldest) son Robert 100 scres he purchased of
Willism Lendman, the 50 acres "whereon I now live" end a negro; to his
({ounger) sons, Benedict and Williem, and his three deughters, Mary,
Elizebeth snd Jane, rll single, ecch one or more negroes amd personrls,



Middleton - 8

The deughters, %©lizebeth and Jrne were esrch to have a gold ring, for which
the testet~r hed sent, The will was written by Jeremiah Garlend, the

ssme who had recelived a bemqurst under the will of testator?s father (1697).
The smell acreage indicated by this will (1,e., 150 acres left to the

eldest son) 1is accounted for by the fact that ﬁenedict Hiddleton hed already
made deeds of gift to his three sons, as aPovo. Like hls fether, Bencdiect
Middleton had the 1des of entailing some of his property, for the will of
his son Robert, many yesrs leter, refers to the 150 scres entailed upon him
by his frther,

The children of 3enedict and Elizabeth (Rogers) Middleton (the sms

probably in order of birth, end the daughters, sfterwards in seme order)
wereé:

1, Robert Middl-ton (grendfather to the wife of Capt. Gedrge Rust of
Loudoun), See below,

2¢ Benedlct Middleton, who received, as alrerdy stated, 1lrnd in Westmore-
land County, by deed of gift from his fether, 1727, In 1755 he was
8 vestryman, and in 1762 a chmrchwrrden of Cople Parish, In 1764
he was surveyor of the rosds, He held the title of Cantein.in the
militia of Westmorelend County, as possibly did also his son Benedict,
A com ission o{ Benedict Middleton (fether or son) as Cantsin of a
Compeny of Foot wes presented in the rt, Mareh 27, 1764, His wife
wes Henneh, desughter of William Lanf,P gﬁﬁsﬁ'ﬁﬁgﬁ‘ﬁ‘% %\hé oseph Laene,
whose famiiy, I belleve, were long prominent in Loudoun County, It
wss probably Benedict Middleton!s widow Hanneh who at a lster date
(1791) 1s referred to in the records as Qld Madem Middleton, the
term Medeam a mark of socisl distinction and accorded to but very few
women of those days, Fithlan, the tutor of Councillor Carter's
children et Nominy Hall, tells in his dliary of riding out one dey in
1774 with cne of the Carter boys, snd stoppoing to call upon the
Lenes, vhere young ¥r, Lane "introduced to me M¥{ Middleton an old
facetious but vrifene Gentleman," This wes Captain Benedict Middle-
ton, whom Fithirn agein refers to as_ ‘Taptsin Middleton "whom I teke
to be exceedinr iy Profane in his Lenguege.® (This mist indeed have
been an extre s case, for many a man of Westmoreland cf the highest
standing pe.son=11ly and the best fsamily :; was -haled before the
court snd fined for excessive use of profenity, as the records show,
There was, however,frequent effort to discourage the practice and in
such cases the court showed 1itself no resnecter of versons,) Bere dict
Middleton was a member of thr Revolutionsry Committee of Westmoreland
County, in Janmusary, 1775, The will of Benedict Mjiddleton, gentleman
drted May 29, 1782, and proved Sept. 27, 1785, left a considerable
estate to his wife H-nnah, five deughters, snd the son of a deceased
damughter, Benedict Lemkin (whose f-ther, Qggggggw_ mkin, was a son
of Anne Rust, daughter of Matthew Rust), He apnesrs to have had a
son, Benedict Middleton, Jr., living 1in 1775 (possibly also a
Captain), who died sometime during the Revolutionary Wer, although I
h-ve come upon no account of his service, 1f indeed he was in the war,

3, Williem Middleton, who received, as before stated, 150 acres in Cople
Parigsh, by deed of gift from his fsther, 1728, Administratiog on
his estete was granted his brother, Robert Middleton, April 23, 1757,
He seems to have left neilther wife nor children, ss the will (ivvs) of
his brother, who in such cese would he his helr-at-lew, disposes of |
"the L 'nds which fell to me by the dercth of my brother William

Middle tong "

; hing
4. M Middleton, nemed in her frther's will, 1729, (I know not
) ‘;Krthor.abou% her, although she was probably living in 1749, )
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5¢ Elizabeth Middleton, who married, before 1749, Daniel Tebbs, member
of a famlily of high standing in Westmorelrnd County. In May, 1749,
Dgnicl Tebbs mmd wife Eligabeth brought sult against her bdrother
(your encestor) Robert Middleton, administrater of the estste of
thelr father, Ben~rdiot NMiddleton, under whose will Elizabeth was
to receive a bed md furniture, & gold ring, snd a sixth psrt of
the residuary estate, Tebbs and wife charged th:t Robert Middleton
had not derlivered "the whole furniture of the seid Bede ¢« ¢ but hath
deteinecd from her the sald Elizsbeth the Bed Rug Bed cord end Hide
eamounting in all to the wvalue of Twenty Six Shillings and six
pence nor hath he the said Def¥ delivered to her the said Elizabeth
the aforesaji Qoldd ring of the Velue of fifteen shillings" nor her
sixth pesrt .f the residuum, which they claimed wes & lz-mi In
J'ne, 1750, the court swarded them & 5-13-9%, whence it Wlappear
that the): clsim hsd been somewhat exaggerated, It was perhaps
this Dar.el Tebbs who in 1760 made his will (in his own handwriting,
the frr.ly seeming from the first to hove beon engaged in the law),
the wiil, neming wife Eligebeth snd four minor children, being
proved in 17862, -

8¢ Jene Middleton, who married Jqohn Crabb, member of a family of good
standing in the county, relsted to mrny of the gentry of the Northern
Neck =2nd of Maryland,  His will, made in 1775, proved April 27,1779,
does not nsme his wife, Jane, but she roplie: for her thirds of the
estnte, by letter of 1780, signing with her own signature, They
hrd seven children living at the dste of the will:

Elizabeth Rogers Crsbb), (cslled Elizabeth Rogers)Middleton (in
the will, (She we3)probably the wife of Robert Middleton,
the atep=son of Matthew Rust, and descended from thet John
Middleton who died in 17068,) . |

John Crabdb, who married Flizsbeth Rust, drughter of Sgmuel Rust
sand grenddaughter of Jeremish Rust (i).

Mary(Credbh) [6rlled Mary)Bennett |in the will} probably the wife
of Deni 1 Bennett,

Benediet Crebd, :

I - POPY P | ™ Ay Jene M1/ ileton (Crrbb) {cerlled Jene Middleton)Rust (An the will
e fregi ® Wl g T be’ieve her to have be~n the wife of Brnedict Rust, the
Pudly et 7 Lo vouingest son of Matthew Rust =nd hslf-brother of your ancestor,
'&,w TR George Rust of Westmorelernd County,
Lettice Crebdb, n

. 'J;vulinm Middleton Crsabb,

5 great = ROBERT MIDDLETON, eldest son of Benedict Middleton (d. 1730), as sbove,
grand-rocolved by deed of gift from his perents, in 1723, the 100 rcres in St,
ather. gtephens Parish, Northumberlend County, which hnd belonged to his grende
_~-fether Rogers M) In 1730 he was made ~dministrator, with the will rnnexed,
“ of his frther, Benedtct Middleton, the will hoving named no executor, Under
099*:, the will 150 acres were left to him snd to the issue of his body "and so to
N\ fall from heire to heir for Ever," which 150 acres Robert himself in his
v own will (1773) refers to as the “Lend which was Intail'd upon me by
father," and bargains then with his eldest son, who would hrve the legal
right to it, to break the entail snd trsnsfer the tract to his second son,
whom he seems esp~cinlly to heve fervored (s see leter on).

o On May 25, 1736, on motion of Matthew Rust to be discherged as surveyor
of the highwrys-~nd nominrting Robert Middleton to serve in his stead, the
court sprointed "iddleton "Sulrv@yor of the high weys Leading from Flints

% mill to theoross road V¥ lieji Lees end from John Williems's to the out 3ide

k.
m?.yﬂ:-d/t‘.
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of our county townrds Richmond Court house and the Road to the mill lste
M2 Jer: Rusts ~nd the Rozling rozd,to the se!d Mstthew Rusts all which
Roeds end highweys he the scid RobY Middleton isfrom timsto time to See
Kept in good Repare and necording to Law," 1In the court records, 1748,
there is mention of Mr. Robert Middletont's Cmrch Roed,

The Journsls of the House of Burgesses of Virginia (1742-1749, p. 393)
give the followling sidelight on your ancestor, Robert Middleton:

May 6, MT Iudwell, from the Committee of Privileges rnd Elections, reported,

1749,

That the Committee had hed under their Consideraticn the Petition of

the Inhab’tents of the Parish of Cople, and County of Westmorel:nd, to

them referred, =snd hnd exemined a Witness as to the Matter of the srid

Petition, s,nd herrd as well the Petitioners for, as MT Richrrd Lee

egninst  the saild Petition; whereupon 1t sppe-red to the Committee, That

on the ﬁuy of the last Flection of Burgesses to serve in this present

Genersl Assembly for the County of Westmorelrnd, the srid Richerd Lee

rpnlied to one Robert Middleton, s Free-holder of the s 1d County, at

the Court-house, before he hac been polled, and offered to him, that

17 he would give his Vote at the sald Flection for MF ‘George Lee, a

Member of thils House, the Hon., Thomes Lee, Esa; s Member of the Vestry

of the sald Parish, would resign his Plrce in th~ 8eid Vestry, and the

871d Robert Midilleton might succeed him: Tc -uich the srid Robert

Middleton answered, Thet 1f he could nct com 1in st the fore Door, he

would not come In at the bsck Door: But th-t 1t does not sppe-r to

this Committee, that the sitting Uember My, George leeis, or any other

Person, deslired the sald Richard lee to ap.ly to the srid Robert

Middleton and ask him to vote for the sitting Member, or

was privy to it: Upon which the Cormittee hrd come to a Resolution,

which they hed directed hi« to report to the House; sand he read the

srme in hls Plece, nd then delivered the Report in et the Teble, where
it wes agalin rend, ond agreed to b the House, as follows:

Resolved, That the ssid Richard Lee, in offering the sr~1d Robert
MiagIeEon, thst 1f he would give his Vot~ at the Election of Burgesses
to serve in this present General Agsembly for the County of Westmore=-
land, for MT George Lee, th~ sittin; Member, the Hon, Thomas Lee, Esqj
would resign his Plece in the Vestry of the ssid Perish,amd the ssid
Robert Middleton might succeed him, 1s gullty of - Bre-ch of the
Privileges of this House,

Ordered, That the sald Richcrd Lee be taken into Custody of the

A Serjeant at Arms,
Z. tOn the emme dgy:s A Petition of Richrrd lLee, '~ Custody of the

Serjeent et Avms, was presented to the nHous~, ani reed; settin., forth,

That he 1s under the Jeevest Concern for having Yeen gullty of a Breach

of the Privileges of this House; thrt his Offenre was the Effect of his

Isnorences and thet for the future, he would br crreful to avold every

Phing of thre like Sort; srnd preyine to be dis asrgld,

Ordered, Thrt he be dischﬁpg'd out of Custedy, peying Pees,

Robert Middleton did indeed become a member of the vestry of Cople
Parish, coming in "at the fore Door," for one of the few extent lists of
the vestry of the parish (given in Bishon Meade'!s 014 Churches rnd Femllies
of Virginia) shows that in 1755, six yerrs after the sbove eplsode, Robert
Middleton wrs one of the vestrymen of Cople Parish, .

| Robert ¥idileton's wife was nrmed Mary, but I hrve not come unon the
maiden nrme of this sr-ndmother of Elizabeth Rust (wife of Captein George
Rust), Robert Widdleton sand wife Mrry mrde e deed of =ift, Jsn. 27, 1755,
to their son Benecdict Middleton of 185 acres in Cople Parish, To this
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‘deed George Rust, who married Robert Middleton's daughter, was a witneéss,
a8 well as to varioss other Middleton documents from this time on
end I supnose thet hils marriage had taken place, or was rbout to %ake

placd, then (1785).

In 1757 Robert ﬂiddleton.wms mede sdministrator of the estat~ of
his brother, Willien Middleton, whose lrnds es heir-at-lew he then
inherited, (w1111am hed received 150 acres in Cople Parish by deed
of gift from his father in 1728, end he r~pperrs to have added to his
holdings by purchrse,) Besi o8 inheriting land from his father and
brother, Robert ¥iddleton was/Gonsillerabe purchaser of lands himself,
and became e lrrg~ landholder and the owner of a good many negroes for

the time,

In those deys 1t was « function of the Processioners to inspect the
boundrrics of 1lands in the parish to see thet they were mainteined
properly, This was especlnlly imvortant when trees, stumps, etc,, were
the only markers nemed in the esrly patents anad doeds. Disputes were, of
course, frequent, as thes~ merkers might fall or otherwise disappear at
any time.~ On.uarch 25, 1760, George lee, nent., one of th~ Churchwerdens
of Cople Parish, presonted 2 Proce°sioners return under the hends of
Willipm‘uooreaand Samiel Harrison, which stated th~t they hnd processioned
"the Land between Robert Kiddleton Benedick Mi-” .leton & Jeremish
Middleton, and wes stoned by the snid Jeremiab djddleton; Whercunon
Pursusnt {0 the rot of Assembly in thrt Case" the court ordrred that the
surveyor of the county with » jury of the virinrge no woys concerned by
affinity, consanguinity or 1nterost should )je summoned ~nd go upon the
lends in controversy lag 7, and.survey them, "heving regerd to all
pattents and Evidences, innds were ewidontly lernds left by
Robert Middleton (1697), the Robert of 1760 nd Bencdict (brothers)
bein- his grandsons, lnd Jeremish a grert-graeandson,

Robert Middleton dled between Nov, 4 and Nov. 30, 1773, the dates
of the signing end probate of his will, Two of his children had nre-
d~censed him, Benedict ~nd the wife of George Rust, Robert Miidleton's
wife, Mery, wrs 2180 probebly then desd, ss she 1s not named in the will,
It wonld epperr thet the second of his three surviving sons, to wit, John,
was his fsvorite, for he lerves to hi'm not cnly seversl trrcts of lnnd
and 15 negroes, but mckes the devise of 1-nds to his eldest son, Robert,
conditional on Robert!s malking "a good and lawful Right to the Intailﬁd
Lend~ whereon I now live to my son John Middleton," friling to do which
all the l-nds devised to Robert were to go to John, except, of course,
the entailed 1lsnd (150 scres) which was Robert's by lavw, "To the eldest
son, Robert, he also leaves 5 negroes. To the yov ages t son, Willien,
testator leaves two treots ef 2ahd and 8 negroes, .‘he only other bequests
are & 50 to his grrnddsughter, Mery Rust, rnd & FJ) and a negro men,
young, Philemon, to his granddeughter, Elizabeth .mst. The residurry
eastrte wns to be divided equally ermong the thres sons and the two grande
dasughters, Hary snd Eligabeth Rust, The test tor's 1lsnds were located
in the three counties of westmorelend, Northumoberlrnd and Richmond,.
Twenty-nine negroes rre disposed of by the wille, The estrte was one of
considerrble sige, lndlcrting thet Robert Kicddleton was & m:cn of wealth,
The two younger sons, John end Williem, were named as executors, They
gave bond, Nov, s 1773, with Richerd Lee, Esq., and George Steptoe,
Doctor of'Physick' as spcurities in the sum of £.4000. 'On the ssme
day order wes isqued by the court for taking the inventory of the estate
of Robert Middleton, Gentlemaen, deceased,
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The children of Robert Middleton were:
ol . le Robert liddleton Junior, ss he wns commonly called, who did

Numbers not long survive his father, Order for taking the inventory of
were\  the estete of Mpr. Robert Middleton, Jr., was given March 29,1774,

the uncles | The inventory, returned April 25, 1775, foots up to e 1ittle

of Elizebeth; over & 246 snd includes the five negroes left hi~ by his feother.

Rust of / It 1s probrble that he left no issue and thrt his property fell

Loudoun. to his next' tilzer brother, John Middleton,

—____~ 2, Bencdict Middleton, whc received by Adeed of gift from his parents,
Robert and Mary Hiddleton, in 1'755 e tract of 185 acres in

. w‘*‘\’ Cople Parish. He dled two yerrs before his fether, lerving a
AR will, Sept. o Proved in Merch, 1771, in whlcn he describes
P U himsolf as the son of Robert Middletoxw. He gives to his brother

John ell his land,” John to pay & 40. to brother Robert, The resie
due of his estnte was to go to his brother Robert =nd his cousins
(1.e,, nleces) Mery Rust and Elizabeth Rust, (The word cousin in
those drys ustially me-nt niece or neprhew,) John Middleton, his
brother 2nd exeontor, gave tond with Gporge Rust as sccurity.

Se John Middleton, who apperrs to hrve been his f-ther's favorite (as
. to inherit more of his property thsn eith-.r of the other two sons)
seems 8lso to hove died not long after, rsnd probsbly without issue,
He mey hove been the John Middletony, ¢ der for teking the inven-
tory of whose estrte wss given Sgpte 26, 1775, (The will of the
youngest brother, Williem, who inheri tad from the father land in
- Northumberlsnd County only, disposes of land nlso in Westmoreland
and 1lond snd a water grist mill in Richmond County, such propere
ties having been given to John Middleton b'y the will of his
fother, 1773,)

4, Willlar Middleton, ~ho received under his fath r's will t tg%g&e
of 1lesnd in NOrthumberland County, one of which 1is descrwge
"that Tract or percel of L-~nd which I recovertd of Saint Stephens
Parish,® He rlso received eight negrroe . It 1s e that he
came into possession of a 1 g%"?: ers
heir-at-lrw to John, who/ to Robert and hed also
RBenedict's lend by wnfq. Willin'n Mid Aleton add~d fo these lernds
two trrets in Northumberlend County by ourchese from (alGeorge
T'qkridge (pre nbl one of the grendsons of Col. George Eskridge),
one of the trerctd d71led "the mconor Plentrtion.” Williesm Middle-
ton wr~ - Cnptrin doubtless in the Vegtmorel 'nd militis, He
merried Mery Cox, deughter of Fleet Cox, & v .n of mcens and
nrominent in 'qutmorelrnd for meny yeesrs, #.d r relc-tive of
Winifred Cox, the first wife of M-tthew }'h P, A Captrin Willliam
Midleton's will sicned June 26, 1790, r.d proved Jan, 25, 1791
leaves lends to eech of his six childrer three sons (n11 mlnors’
end three denghters, His executors, Fl sot Cox, Jre, and Vincent
Jeckson, with their securities, gpve bcnd in gzxe sum of Lt3000.
The six chi n, the only first coxsi Elle Rus of
Loudoun on %g‘xfmather's side, were: "M ﬁ %_
Elizabeth Mildleton, Mrry Fleet lliddleton and Hnnnah Middleton.
The widow, Mary Middleton clso survived. The Middletons, unlike
the Rusts, hed no greet numbp catg the neme, Captaln
Willi=m Middleton's (three) soﬁ @h ly mele revresentrtives
of Benedict (d, 1730), son of t'hn £1rst Robert, end I do not lmow
“hether these Lthree]cousins of Elizabeth Rust survived rnd 1lc~ft
is~ue, HOwever, ss I heve strted of the Rusts, the Midiloton
nrme wes clmost extinct in Westmorelsnd County by 1810, when the
federal census shows only one Middleton, to wit, Jerom.i
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(Middleton, who d escended from John (de. 1706), brother of the
above Beniedict, Elissbeth Rust's cousins of *the Middleton fam?2ly
mey, liles the Rnlt,, have migrrted to pioneer reglons.

grand- for the w1l of Sarah Jeffries of Forthumberlrnd County,1767%7

mother, about the time of. Eligabeth Rustts birth, mentions uolly Rus
my friend Geaorge Rust, the 1lntter executor ~nd 1t would moem
not unlikely that uol.'l wes the wife of George Rust, in which
case she would h-ve been Molly or Mary Middleton). She married,
orobrbly rbout 1755, s3 his first wife, George Rust,: son of
Matthew and w1nifred(Cox)Rust Fyeom thrt date on Gporge Rust's
nrme sopecrs contimuerlly in mAtters concerning the f-mily of
Robert Middleton, Spe It is not unlikely thet Miss Middleton
rreeived ‘= dower.on her marrinrge « from her father, s weanlthy man,
She probsbly died prior to Sept.; 1770, when her daughters are
mentioned in the will of their uncle Ben@dict Middleton. Her
faether, Robert Middleton, Sr,, signed his will Nov. 4, 1773, and
four o ys prior to thet dsy, Oct., 31, 1773, George Rnst mnkes a
deed of gift of five negroes, Kate, Sarah *Will1en Sharper, Honnah
and George, to his daughter, Ellzabeth Rust end thls dead was
proved on the seme day, Nov. 30, thst Middlo‘ron's will was proved,
which might indicste thst the negroes or some of them, were
dower oroperty of Elizabeth'Rust's mothr 2y and the gr'ndfather
preparatory to mrking his will, wished such negroes to be put in
the possession of his grpnfidauahter. .The nene Sherper among
these negroes apperrs as esrly as 172¢ smong Middleton negroes,)
The children o George Rust nnd (Mary ?) Middleton, his wife,
were:

1. Mary Rust, newed in the wilT of her uncle, Benedict
Middloton 1770, =nd the will of_ her grpndfather
Robert Middleton 17'73 who left h~r & 50, . (It 1s
possible, of course that M- ry wrs the child of another
daugnter of Robert Middleton, who mrsy h<ve merried some
- other Rust then Grorge Rust, o circumstrnce or two
nointing to suech possibility, but in the sbsence of
proof I assume thst Mary #ni Flizabeth were sisters,)

great 2. Flizabeth Rust, who was bopn sbout 1767 (tombstone). She

grendmothier wes nemed in the will of her uncle, Benedict Middleton,
Sept., 1770, s one of his r-esidunry legetees, She was
agsin nnmed in the will of her grqn«’fothpr, Robert Mide
dleton, Kov., 1773, who left her & 50 2nd & negro,

- Philemon, rnd made her (with Mary .tust end thelir three
uncles) one of his flve residusr- legatecs, She recelve
by deed of zift from her father, at this time, five

. negroes, s above steted, Eliribeth Rust married (1)
Jnmes D.mbnr end (2) in 1786, when ninete~n yesrs of ag
Captain Goorgo Rust of Loudour. OountY She died Jan, 14
1844, Captein George end Elizabeth (Rust) Rust had a
large family, the eldest child being:

frandfd Tl GENERAL GEORGE RUST,b.Jen.4,1788, d. Sept. 18, 1857,

I know thet your frmily ‘trsdiitions ascribe to Elizabeth Rust, the mother
of Gean. Grorge Rust, much force of chrrrcter and a marked individuelity,which
she seems to hrve trernamitted to her son. This accoint of her mrsternsl ances-
try, which is.efsaiiedheat Adifferent type f‘rom the Rust line, will, I hope,
prove to be of interest to you,

8 grest Se Middleton (given neme unknown, but possibly Mary or lolli

and
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NOTE ON THE ROGERS FAMILY

(Northumberland County,Va,)
(ancestors of the Middletons)

John Rogers hed a patent from Richard Bernett, Governor, Sept. 13,
1654, for 50 escres in Northumberlend County, due for the transportation
of one person into the eolony, snd on the seme day another for 250 scres
in the ssme county for the transportstion of five persons, A patent
covering the rbove two petents (300 erores) was grented Captein John
Rogers by Edwerd Digges, Governor, in Nov,, 1656, In which it is stated
thet the five p~rsons, as above, wer tranSported by James Cloughton,
who a ssigned the certif‘icate to Rogers, #gealn this 1l:tter patent was
reneved in Rogers! name end grented by Sir Williem Berkeley, Nov, 29,
1682, [Theen items vould seem to indicste that the colonists rmst hnve
hed considerasble trouble in estadlishing their rights to the lendgQ
In August, 1657, Sgmel Mathews, Governor, grented e patent to Captain
John Fogers for 200 scres. in Rorthumberlnnd County, eadjoining his other
property, the srid scres being due him for the trrnsnortatiﬁn of four
persons, Sir Williasm Berkeley, Governor, grented Cevtaln John Rogers,
Jan, 9, 1662 t1l6633, » patent for 450 acres, covering the patent for
250 ecres of 1654, ﬁnd thet for 200 -cres, brented in 1657, the purpose
of this p~tent rnneering to be to -join the two =-.a tracts into one,

It 1= seen from the ebove that the rmount of 1l-.ud Crpt-in John Rogers

receives by petent from the king (throush the governor) wrs 500 scres,
CanttianothRogprq'lands bordered unon Clasug.atons Creek :md the Glebe
lends,

Ce~t~1n Rocers was onc of the leading men of Northumberlrnd County
for mrny yesrs, His militapy title at a timr ~hen troubles not only
politicel but with the Indi:=n~ were scrioias, rould indicerte that he was
8 men of nosition and respohsibility in the commnity, I do0 not Inow
whether he wes sn immigrent hims~1lf, ncr, i so, ¢ C-veller, He wss
termecd gentlem n from the first I find mentlion of his nsme, ond from at
lesst &3 e~rly as 1655 to 1678, a perliod of twenty-throe years,he was
one of the Justices of the ligrthunberl:nd Court, Who his first wife was
I do not know, Your descent would be from her. He marricd, lestly,
about 1663, ’nne, widow of Fpencis Clay, gent. (who died about 1666),
whose 1: nds in Westmorel:nd County I hrve mentioned in conrection with
the Rusts; Annc hed been formerly the wife of John Temple, gent. (who
died ebout 1658). The willl of Captain John Rogers was proved July 21,
1630, but the volume in which it was recorded wss de°troyed in a fire
in 1710. His widow,Anne, m-rried r fourth husb:nd, ‘ienry Rosse, o ent.,
who caie into some of Cla:r's l2nds in Westmoreland nd thesw &él&gﬁ
later to his slater, Mrs, Thistl-heat, part passed by dce 1
Rllst Pnd Jth CJ.PmPntg pgv\,t‘ (y;,“.. (,'L e A \(‘14\ o~ 6 M”u-‘/t a.ck )\l«. ( a,“WA“\t PR

Cavtain John Rogers hsd seversl children, .nong them:

Richsrd Rogers, nte., probebly bamyafter 1654, at vhich dete his
fether mode a deest‘gﬁiis children, Kathorine, Ellyabeth end Johne
Richrrd Ro~ers inherited the 300 acres in Northumberlrnd County ronewdd
vrtent to his fethe Cantrin John Rogers,. by Governor Berkeley in
1662, He rlso nurchrased of 7acheriah Nichol§)1n.1697'c.tr*ct of 504
scres in RichmonA County, his holdings, es fallin: to his cnhildren,
being these two trncts— 04 acres, Like his father he wrs s msn of
stending in “orthumberland County, serving es o Justice of the court
from at 1~-st 1672 to 1696, In March 1692/93, he wes returned as
clected to the Housr of Bargesses from Northumberlrno County, but wss
found to be not Aduely elected,
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Richrrd Rogers; gent.,\msrried Jane Presley, dﬂughter of Peter

| 4’ww“ Presley of Northumberlend County, of @g&Sthsumn E_ Sheriff, a Justice
?'%mag of the court for many yeers, [end)gserving. as m-mberfrom Northumborland
N, (oo id]the House of Burgesses, 1677 1634 gziid 1o91—169 Ko fenlly was

*;tgﬂ“”~ more prominent in 11c affeirs in the county during the first century
than the Presleys (see chrrt)., Jane Presley was born June 29, 1664
(St, Stevhens Prrish recister). (It 1is posslble thrt she wes a second
wife of Richrrd Rogers, but without going Iinto my ressons for thinking
8o, it is my oninian th t she wes the mother of Kligabeth Rogers, your
ancestress,))

The will of Mr, Richrrd Rogers wss preval Aug, 13, 1697, but the
volume in which it wes wrecorded wrs destroyed in the Tire of 1710,
Mrs. Jesne Rogers, hie ~idow, #nd Yr, Thomrs Brnks werec the executors,

_ Jene (Preslev) Rogprs mrrried (2) Caotrin Christovher teale, by whom also
Yot *V'she hrd children (Peter, Sdwsrd end Presley Neale). Although the will
;;ﬂwu' of Richr-rd Rogers 1s lost, the nrmes of his childron apsesr in other

’ records, All but thre- of them died young snd without 1lssue, On Hey 20,
1703, sdministr-tion wes grrnted Christo her YNeale ani Jane, his wife,
on the ostﬂtos of Richerd, John snd Hannah io:rrs, "the st U Janes
Children," £1l drcersed, Thero wsas also & son #Willism, born 1679/80,
of —~hon I kmow nothin; fMirther, The three childre-. who survived send

inherited Richerd Rogrrs! londs werc:

4th le Elizabeth Rogers, who married, probsbly soout 1700, Benedict
great Midileton of Westmorelani Countj Ty wiom she weas the mother of
grand=- Robert ( :our ancestor), Benedict, Willisan, Mary, Eiigzabeth and
mother, Jene Middleton, On.marcn 21, IVZL/22, Bonedict Middleton and

wife Ellzebeth, Robert Clark nnd wife J ne, cnd John iiddleton

and ~1fe ‘leanor the three wives being tho deughters and co-heirs
o7 Rich-~rd Robnrs,g;ont., l1rte of Northumberland County, decersed,

a:reed unon - divislon o1 the srid Rogers?! land, 300 acres in

Northuﬂberlrnd County and 504 acres in Rlehmond County by which
268 ncres fell to erchh of the deaghters end th-ir husbnnds, ecch
heving a third of the Northumbrrl-n? ~nd a third of the Richmond
Jounty trect. (Record Book 17181726, »n, 234, Nc-thumberleond

Notyd Flizcbheth (Rocers) M1ddleton dled 7robnﬁ%gﬁiﬂgi728 ;u-
Py VTS

2o Jone Rorers, born April 12, 1686 (St. Stephans rarish regi qter, only
e tpenscrint of which exists, -nd evidently incom: “1rte)e
married Robert Clark, by vhom She ned o famlly. An order Lor
- *%inc the 1nvnntory of Robert Clrrk's ~st- o clven ley 14,
1744, ~nd therpe we= ¢ Jivicion of the nstﬂt” f {ire 0L~ *t Clark
at the »lentotlor. of lrs, Jene Clark in Fort'.asberlend County,
March 23, 1747, Jane~ 1-rk of St, Stenn-ns Perish nate a deed of
gife, Me reh 31, 1744, to her cldr-at son, R bert Clark, of the
100 ~cres where she liveﬂ she to retain "er living on the ssme
Airing her 11fe, This was nrobably the Yand she inherited from
R ale hor father, Rich:rd Rogers, Robert Clars (the son) m-de e
ey e da3osition in ¥M-rech, 1745/47 when nhont forty yerrs of ege, hence

e L unke  /

P wag torn sbout 1707.

. ;4w Se Eleanor Rogers, who married (I) John Middleton, nephew of the sbowe
g BV Benedict Middleton. Order wes given, Septe. 28, 1728, for teking
PRTVL the inventory of the estate of John Middleton of Westmoreland
County, Elesnor, the widow, his sdminfstretrtx, She married (2}
before Seot, 3, 1729 Allen Harvey of St. Stephens Parish, North-

| ,4}3§* umberlend Coun%y' for-on thet dete Harvey snd wife made o deed of
NVEL I 2ft to Jeremieh=l§ddleton son of the szi'd Eleanor (called Ellim-
A Ay B
Oy v | in the deed), for the 188 acres in North Farnhem Parish, Richmond
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PRT
County, which h' 3 degeended toc¢the s-1d Elornor-as onr of tk4 Aruphters
and co-helirs of Rich-rd Rogers, The 1-nd is described as o o%ing the
Isnd of Mr, Robert Middleton, whence 1t 1= evident)[thet Benec‘i: - nd
Elizabeth (Rog~rs) Mi+1dleton hed given to th-ir soh (your snchaior)
Robert Middleton, not only the 100 #8Fes which she inherited in Northum-
“berlend Couaty, but the 163 seres 4h Richmond County as well,)| The two
‘witnesses to this deed of the Harvrys to Jeremleh Middleton were
. Benediet tilddleton nd Benedict Middleton, Jr,, the former the brother=-
‘inelrw of Elesnor (Rogers) Hervey, By her first marriese to John
‘Middletongilesnor had seversl childr»n, one of them beinz, 1 belleve,
the Thomas Midfleion vwhose widowimerricd)Metthew Rust,
' P Cona e men g wl,x d& Yo awesla-
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