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THE •IDDLE~N ANCESTRY lJ..,,... ji-':~ ~-:t ~ 
General George Rtlst ~ ~')~ t;t,.it;; 

(Westmoreland county, Virginia) (~13,. PJ ,.;..tl -
lvL-v, n I 2s. I '1 3 , • 1 {A.,«-f · • 

5 great Robert Middleton was President or Len~ester County, which torma 
grand-the aoathern end ot the Worthem Beck, as eerly as 1655. LAncaster lies 
rather. ■outh ot Nol-thwnberlend County, md Borthumberland acuth ot Weatmorelend. 

It 1s probable that ~obert Middleton! with wite Me:ry• who disposed of 
Ysrious property 1n LanaAater about 6601 was 1dent1cel with Robert 
Mldfleton, with wt~·-~ M,-ry, ,.,.,hom we find not long ,,ftarwards as a conai4er­
able lend owneJ'I 11' '.Yf'stmoPelend County. Robe·"t Middleton and Thomas 
Wlll7a had a petr .. 1t. S~pt. 15, 1658, from Samuel Mathews, Governor ot 
Vlrglnia, f'OJ'I 6~·J P-Orea in LAne,,ster County, due them for the trenapartatlon 
into the colon,; ot twelye persona. Robert •tddletoo. also had a pf'tent trom 
aovernor MPthP-.V"s, Jan. 16, 1658-59, tor 250 acres 1n the aeme oowity• near 
the trPct granted to him aid W111:ya, this pPtent du.a tor thlt ti-ensJOrtation 
into Virginia or t1Ye prrsons by W11~1~m. ,le,rAU!_m, who had asslgner1 his 

y;· cert1t1cete to Middleton. "' tThe lattel-'i~eecfed"-'all his right 1n the 600-aci-e 
~-l· tract to Mr. Thomas Wlllys, Sept. 12, 1660, end soon after, Dec. 26, 16601 

when d~scr1bed as Robert Middleton, plenter, he deed~d the 250 acres to 
Thomas Ej,t. To both ot these deeds Robert lltddleton signs his Offll n~me, 
and in both his wite, lla17, consents to the sPl~s,· a1gnins her nene, as 
women C01111110nl7 did in those days, by her m.erk. We see 1n these patents a 

,--t,J tmn111er way ot ~ ccwmllP ting a landPd est& e 1n COloniel Virginia, the 
~ paying the transportation of 1mm1grttnts into Virginie, in retum tor which 

investment 50 acpea was gP&nte 1 b: the kine ( or the ~ovemor, his represen• 
tatiYe) tor e~ch pArson ao trtinsporte~. SUch]Reten1a for lend not y~t 
taken up by "IJY'bodyc.-, were given in the or-rly days 1n ell parts or Virginia, 
bu.t lPter on the Boi-thern Wee~-; telling into the possession ot a proprietor 
or proprietors. the gi-ents therf" were madP by the proprietary•':'[.'-.. ,'<~~ 

Robe~t Middleton h,i~ a petent, MPy 171 1662, ror :500 ,cres rnWest- •~ 
morelend County, and on Sept. 26, 1665, Sir William Berkeley. Govemor, 
issued to him enothr-_• patent, ~overing_ the SP-id 300 ecras end 400 more, the 
latt~r due him f9~ che trans~ortetion of eight persons, the whole 700 acres 
lying on a brA.r.~11 or thP Yeocomioo RiYer. [( I don •t exactly understand 
why, a:tter e patent we~ once grRnter1, a subseQUent patent should be isBU~d 

~ covering the sRm~ end an a(1'1itional amount of l"nd, although pe,"heps it 
,ms beceuse th~ tP~cts es being adj~cent to on~ arx>ther were.to be referred 
to· 1n the :rPcords thereafter as under a single grant.)) Again on May 21, 
1666, Governor Berkeley issued a petent to Robert Middleton for 1120 acres 
in w~stmorelnnd County at the he~d of the meln branch of the Yeocomico 
River, 700 acres thereof laving been formerly cranted c_him.} as above, ,n d 
420 acres, the residue, being due him tor the transport~tion ot nine 
persons. When Robert Middleton acquired his next md last grrnt or un­
appropriated lPnds the l~nd 1n the counties of ~he R0 rthem Neck had pessed 
rrom the king_ to the pPOp~iet~17, and the grants thP-rein were mr:dr-- by the 
proprletei-y, throu.gh an agent 1n Virginia. On Aug.10.1691, Philip 
Indwell, egent of the proprlet~?T. gr~ntert to Robert Middleton or West~ore• 
lend County a ti-,,ct of 1664 acres And 78 poles "in t~e ftorest •• • on ye 
Borth sld@ or RapAh&nPck River & Betweene Yoacomaco & Romony Rivers," 
1120 Peres or which hPd been previously grrnter- by p~tent of M~y 21, 1666• 
as above, ·nd 544 acres. the residua, since taken up as weste or proprie­
tor•s l·· nn as by su:r-ve:y dater, April 6, 1682. Am_png adjPcent property ownere 
••~ G~orge Lamkin (whose wi~e, Hannah, so I hPve been oold, was a sister 
to thP first Willimn Rust) Pn~ FJ-ancls Clay, whose widow married an 



· ancestor of yo11rs, Captf!'in Jnhn Rogers, and after Ror,;ei-s' death Hpni-y 
Roa••• gent., whom I he.va mentioned in connection with the early Ra.a.ts,. 
aane.~or_ Olay•a l! nr1 _pes9tng f-rom Roaae to- his sister, Mrs. Th1st1Awheat 
or ~nd~n,, $0 aoln it to youi' two ancestors, SeDDiel Rust and John Clement. 

. t ,I ' 

,I have given t.he above ( perha lB tedious) account to show how estates 
were otten acauired in the colony, and particularly how your first KiddletQD 
anceator laid the toundatlons ot e good estete, his family for a century 
and a h~lt ~rt~r h1m maintainlng_exoellent st~nding among the gentry ot 
the count7. ( 'l'he Rust• ot the ■econd and third generation• Samuel a • 

·Jaia ••• 1bad grants ot land trom the proprietors ot the :Northern Bee~ 
at much iater dates• 1716 and sttei-werds, but it does not appeer· that 
Wllllam· RQat• the 11r J.grant. had lAnds b7 patent trom the king or :trom 
the ppc,prietel"7 ot ~ :ne Horthern leok, evidentl:y acquiring such property 
•• he h~d b7 d8ed from patentees o~ othe~ holders of land.) 

" . ~ ... ~~W\tl 11111!'1111-Ci or l~hd which Robert Middleton reo~Yed,lJr, .. petllit,. 
. ····.,. : .. -~~P.8-R;t-1etr.ey, ln Westmoreland County ~s 1664 acres, a ••Pl 
pbd · ••ta£•• •f11rt other lend he may· havt? rec'"'ived 1n the ordinary wa-y b7 
de~d trom private individuals I do not lmow.. At ~-rate auch. was his 
holding of land-'bJ" patnht 1n 1891, six yearA before his d~~th. 

, ~ 

· I ao not know the.mPidP)l nam~·ot Robert:Kiddleton•s wire, Kary, but 
it seems probable thnt either 8h.e or· he was related to Nathaniel Garland• 

_ Yi. or to Garland's wife. Robert Middleton and ••i-y, his wit•• gave Jo~ and 
. _,J6~ 1 ••thsniel Garl,-nd, aoila or Wathaniel Oarlant4 enoh· a m,r •t. and 1n his w1111 ~i-v : probably _not lo~ afterw~rc!s, Robert •lddleton leaves to John end llathanieJ. 

'"' Garlend•·crown to buy gloves am to Dttniel encl Jerr~.tn~ah Gerland enoh 500 
pound■ of tobacco~ tho f'ou:r toys bPing sons of' Nathaniel Ge.rlend and ~ 
legatees n·aned by Robert M1.ddleton besides his sons m d grandchildren. 
It ia 11k~ly thAt Meey Middleton~ the wite, died prinr to the making ot 
the will, as ahe 1s not named therein. · 

The will of llr. Rol1ert Middleton •. deted Feb. l, 1696/97, was prowd ,~,Jt' ·May 26, 169'7•• To his s·,n John (probably thP elder ot the two sons) he lett 
/{\ 150 acres, while th~ reat or his lendswere to go to his sons John and 

Benedict (your RDOeat1 ·.i-) jointly. Rflbert Middleton seems to hoYe dP.s1red 
to follow the :Bngll~~- custom or en~a111ng hia property. Be st1puletea 
thet the eldest hc.ir me.le is·to have his plantation or Tarr1herne with 364 
acres, end that neither the aona (John and Benedict) nor thf'\ir heirs shall 
at any time sell or mortgage 8117 ot the lPnda dPvised b:~; the will sr1ve to 
~ech other. To_his gnndchildren, John, Robert. Thomas and Elizabeth 

· Middleton, children ot his son John, t-:1e testAtor leP-ves 500 pounds or 
tobacco each, these touP evidently the only gi-andchildren as yet, tor other 
ohildren of John •tddleton er~ mAnttoned et~ leter date. Your emestor 
Benedict was probably not marrled '4the time ot his tf'ther•s will. Robert 
■lddleton, the testator• lePTes the residue ot_his __ estate to his two sons, 

- John ,ano Benedict, Pnd atipa1A1;es that the negroea upon his plantation and 
h,\<: v.Yt411mbeok be not divided• but one son was to hRTe th~m all, pPylng the other 

tor the belt YPlue. 'l'hP two sons we~·named AS ex~cutora. The witnesses 
were WathPniel 9Pr1Pnd, ~ncelett Zoi-don and EdWflrd S1nger,·the latter one 
of A~V~PAl men tPAnsported into the calony b7 the son Benedict. Jliddleton , as 
■antlffllll(} lPter on)• . 

• 
. The ■on■ or Robert Middleton (d. 169'1) were: 

· 1. · John •1ddleton, who auPYived his tether only n1ne years. his will 
deted ••POh 14, 1708/o6, and proy~d lept. 251 1'706. He names hi• wife • 
Bl.1sabeth, toup aona, Jolm, Robei-t,. !haaa:a end Benjamin, 6Dd three dau- ••a• 
B11abeth, Kary and Allae. ·ae aee~s not to hAve ahered his father's ldeaa 
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abottt. holding -.pert7· ~or his heirs male, tor he d1NOts thet his lend■ 
~ {be dlYlded eq11all7 betwen his t0t1r sons, while the penonel eatPte 111 to 

ff ti go 1n equal proJ>Ortlona to his wi~• and the aeYen children. HoweYer1 hi■ J.tlenda were not divided 1n the lltetime ot his sons, em there waa a iaw-111111 
. "ll1•b011t aeTenfi7-t1Te yeara a~ter his death, at the time ot the Revalut1on• 

Aj when English aa.atom■ were no longer 1n .tavor 1n the oolODles and the land il~"'-~ diTided •ong the descendants entitled to the BhaNs 01' the f011r sons. then 
~J ~~ all long since dead. Elisabeth Middleton• widow ot John, died earl7 1n 
1 "f ~ 1"1331 lePTlng a wil·l. It ls· not my ·'U:rpoae to tollo,r out this line or 
, .. ■1ddletona bllt to lmit account to the line or your direct ancestry, 

, f eldest ( aopArentl7) ot the tcmr sona or J'ohn (d. 1"106), mA.rried Eleanor 

1!~: Bogera. whose s1st,--.i-. y011r sncestress• EliEabeth Rogers• was thP w11'e 01' 
~tl ~ned1ot •tddl~tOj~. an instance ot "D uncle am nephew marrying slaters. 

0\ ~.1.And tarther th!'~- 'Phonu1s 11tddleton. a gp,=,ndson or John (d. 1706), married 
~l1~"'8nces Gpr!,-nc,, dAughter or W1llbm GPrlen:1 or Richmond County• and flf'ter 
t~--(L~Middlrton'• de ... th, she (F'Pances) became the second wite or your ancestor 
J 'i : ■•tthew Ru.at. MP. Spau~l Rust and Mr. Vincent Cox both direct ancestors {.t!"' or y011rs-'- were nrmed nmong' th"' eppreisers o~ thA es!rte or John Middleton. 
~ J f ff 1n 1'706. !'l 

4 ... :--. ' t 2. Benedict Middleton, rtoubtless the younger or the tff9 sons or 
greet Robert Middleton, married probably subsequPnt to his tether's death, r8ri!~ BllHbeth Rogers. daughter or Richard Rogers. gentleman• 01' st. Stephens 
8 r. Pariah 1n the adjo1n1ng OOWtty ot llorthwnberl~nd, wher~ the Rogers family 

wre ot high stand~. ( An Accoant or the Rogei-s temily follows· this record 
ot the •1ddletons.) 

In the Westmoreland Court, at.the beginning or the yer--r 1705/06, "Mr Bened1ot •tddleton came into Court m d upon the holy EYangelists did 
sweep th~·t bee had· r.;ood right according to Law. to cla1me. Lr-nds for the 
1mporta6on or the severall perRons her,,··unde:r. menconed into this Colony 
(to witt) RdwPrd Singer LaWPeDce Poor John C9 rvell Bdw~rd Ou.rt George 
Mathews And is Orde~~ Certitioete ~ceording to Law.• Bere[ageinlwe 
aee BenP diet Middleto· 1 plt6t'i~-iiag. ~'.~. -~ : .. '.._ r .J by ~!to:_._~~~~~ ,tnethod as h s 
f'eth,-.r before h!Ja. [·l'he procedure 1n •:such·_ cases ,.w~~ that the person pa7ing 
the passege into th~ oolon:y or new settler~. whether from England or some 
one ot the other o~,lonles• orten as nearby P-9 Maeyl(;nd• presente-i. his 
evidence· of th~ fpct befo~ tbe ooanty court, who upon such_ proof issued 
to him , cei-tlficAte whloh ·be tOPwaPded to the cap1t,:,l at Williamsburg. 
Ir the cbim was ,Al].Q~d t!W~'-~ Pf.lt,~l wss.,_!,su(>d 1'oP the amo~t 01' 
land called ro~J{ .. !n~~ a1, Te >ease~~ ec!NaTI . ['l'he ]:lold~r ot sudh cert1-
t1cete often sol~ 1t to anothAr peraon. in whose name, ot course, the 
pet~nt would be issued. ( I told you 1n ,, torm~r ~port how Oeorse Esk­
ridge purchAsed m~ny auoh certit1cPtes ~nd thereby FCquired a lPrge 
estate in l· ms. )J &n(>dlot[Middlett?nJ •PP!.'~J?,.._tl,Y._J!O~tb8_' eboTe_ certi1'icat•• 
tor I find no grPnt to him tor the 250 ac~~s. The s~e imported were 
otten lnd~ntured aenants. The ali,llcAtion might be made tor the certiti­
CPte seTerel years ~ft•r bringing the persons into the colony. Por esemple, 
among the ti"e men 1mportet1• f3 a above, was Edwerd Singer, who appears aa 
a witness to the will ot BenPdiot •1ddleton•s tather• in 1697• nine years 
before the certiricata was 1asuede Op,orge Mathowa, mother ot tho tiye 
persons DPmed, 1).Eid come over 11tlen mPrely a child• es was not uncommon, tor 
1n 1702 George Jlethewa, aePTant to Kr. Benedict Middleton• wes adjudged bJ 
the court to be thirteen 7eara old and was ordered to Qa-ve (his time ot 
indPnture) according to law. such boys •Tither. r,=-n ~~Y to so to the 
colonies for advent,1re, •Or were permitted to go by their parents, end, 
indeed, ~s you hFVe reed• some were kidnPpped on the streets or London or 
other British port and turn~d over to shipmesters to b~ sold into servitude 
in thP colonieator a period o.t yer,rs. ( I am giving such items as the r:bo~ . 

. as thAy ff'll lncid~ntf'lly in the histor~T of your enoPstors, in order to .~'i~ 
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throw sidelights on the wstoma or the times 1n•1111ioh they lived.) 

Benedict Middleton was appointP.d, July 30, 1719• surveyor ot the 
hlgbWPJ'B ror-thRt precinct ot Oople Parieh where l>ftn1el KcOartyI Esg., 
let9ly.served, and it was ordANd "that he c~uae the Roeda & br dg•s• 
within the se1d prN~t to be· :repaired and amended according to Law. 
(YOll obse·rve thPt the position of su.rveyor ot highways was not considered 
to be benePth the dignity •~en ot an esquire, ot wJlcxn ench county.boasted 
only a very few.) The court record, S@pt. 30, 171~, stetes thPt: . Bennedict 
Middleton is Continued SUrTeyOllr ot the highweya fo~ thPt p Pcint he lPtel7 
Served in. Ordered thP.t hP cause all the Publick fto,ids in the precint to 
be oler-,red nnrl the 1'0ods bu.shes & Roots to be well grubbed up at leflst 
thirty toot bro·n~ ~-·1d t:o m,,ke Bridges in all DPCessnr,_plF.ces wpere the 

p,P;,,,L~ aeme eN' warittng~ le,.,st tenn f'Oot bro-c,d & Levell ~n pessable. .And tu.rtheJ 
~y thet the a v1an) ~:ton with the Assistance ot leremtl Rust the next Adjacent 
\)~ ✓ . 8ui-Ye7?-Do L1kPY'~.ae C"U.Be th(:\ RoPd lenC,1ng from the he~d or lfominy comonlJ' 

j ~~ Cnlled· thP. Coet•. ~oert Down t.he C011Dt17 P8 tP-rr AS th.0 extent ot this County 
,~";? anrl- thrit ~OP d ·:_Pr-ning ti-om the ia Coe oh Ror>d to the. White. 11~~rsh to be 

cleeNd es nb,)ve <lii-ected pursueant to the Laws in thot Casf:' med~ & 
providPd Also th~t they le eo all the ia Ronds trom time to time ln good · 
Pepai:r." ( I hPVr previo·1.aly mentioned the duties or . surveyor or the 
hlghwys, in 'Irr/ . cc~·~t or the Rllsts. but this item 1> out Bf'nP<i.iot lliddleton 
■t~tes the~ more tu.lly.) 

In Ma'-'ch,- 1721/221 the land of Richard Rogers, Benedict lliddleton•s . 
f'athel"-ln-law ( who had died 1n 1897), was d1v1de$1 amollg his three daughters 
and co-heirs (aee account or Rogers tam1~). 100 acres 1n Noi-thumberlr-nd 
County and 168 acres 1n·R1ohmond COWlty falling to the shere of Bensdiot 
and Eli,;abeth (Rogers) ■1ddleton. The sens or BenP-dict 1111d Elisabeth 
Middleton wer~ eb011t grown et this time. On May 13• 1'723• Benedict· 1'1ctdlet01 
end Elizabeth, his wite, for love, a.t.tection, etc., mroe ~ dAed ot gift ot 
thr above 100 acres in St. Stephens Parish, Worthumberlend County, to Robert• 
described rs son ot the anid Benedict and Elizabeth (which st~teroont fixes 
the r~ct th~t RobaPt Ylddleton, who W&R th~ mntemPl granofPther ot 
El1zabPth Rust, wite , f Captain George Rust of loudOWl, wr:s descended tran 
thP-- RogPrs t8.m11y). 11he tro.ct is dP-scrib-ed as heving been pntented in 
1662 to C~pt~in 1o~ Rogers, from whom it passed to his son, Richard Rogers, 
gent., ,:ind thPn· tf' the latter' a daughter. Elisebeth Middleton. Fp0m this 
deed Ben"rlict J'1.jrfle ton "xcept~d two "crPs tor th~ term or his own lite, 

, but appt'rPntly t.h1s WP~ not e buP1-nl olot, for the two eor~s vsrP to be 
in f'lrrJ pPrt or th~ tPact thAt hfl!I •~w tit. _ &nr-.dtet Mid ·ileton lTlllde a deed 
ot girt, Aug. 29• 172~,·to his son BP.nPdic~, tor 1~nd in Westmorelend 
County, Eli~~beth, his wite, ~el1nqu1sh1ng her dower right in the aome(BoY.2S 
1'727). Ann, on llov. 21, 1'7,~s, he mnde such d('ed or g1tt for 150 acres 1n 
WestmorPl~nn to his (younge~t, son, W1111~m. Elizebeth, his wire, hed 

frob~bly oi~d .siJice November. 1727, for she 1s not mentioned 1n the deed 
1728), nor 1n his will• he. , 1 !29 • 

On July 26• 1727, nBenedick Middleton Came before this rWestmor~lnndl 
Court end Took the oeths to the Crown as b-~ Law appointed, 1n order for 
his being admitted a Vestry Man in the P~~ish ot Cople & SUbscrlbed the 
Test." In llaPOh• 1.,29• 8ADPd1ot •1ar11~t.on Pnct P~·:triok · Sp~e ere ht-erred 
to in the records aa the ahurchwPrdens or Cople P,· riah. · ( Ther~ is no 
Pf!Ooi-d, othAP than tr~gmentaey, ahow1ng the n~mes ot the vestry end wardens 
ot Oople Parish.) · 

• • 
. Ben~dict Middleton's will, signed Dec. 31, .1729, wrs proved March 815 

1730. · HP leeves to his (eldest) son Robert lQO acres h~ purchased of 
Wllll~m Landman, the 50 aorea "wheNon I now live" Fnrl a nPgro; to his 
(70W1ge:r) sons, Bt,nedict and Willlem, m<l his three daughters, Kary, 
Bliz~beth ~~d Zane, P-11 single, ePch one or more negroes ..,nd person~la. 
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The daughte~R, ~11~ab8th and J~ne were e~ch to have a gold ring• for whicil 
the teat~t~r h~~ sent. ThP will was written by Jeremiah GRrlend• the 
aame who had Pea~1Y~~ a be'lU~st under th• will ot testetor•s tother (1697). 
The amall acN~ge indicated by thla will (1••• 150 aarea lett to the 
eldPst son) ia acc~nted tor by the tact that Aenedict Middleton had already 
•de deeds or gltt to h1a thPee aona, as above. Like his tether. Benndiot 
Mlddle~on had the 1de~ or enta111ng some ot his property• tor the will ot 
his son Robert, many years leter, retel's to the 150 acres entailed upon him 
by his r~:ther. 

The children or Jen~dict and Elizabeth (Rogers) Middleton (the acne 
probably 1n order or birth• and the daughters, atterwerds 1n same ordP.r) 
1Mr~: . . 

1. Robert K1ddlr-ton (pmdtather to the wUe or Capt. George Rust ot 
Loudoun)• See below. 

2. Benedict Jll.dd.leton. who reoeivttd, as alrePd.y stet~d, lrnd in Westmore­
land County, by deed ot gitt fl'Om his tetber, 1727. In 1755 he waa 
e ve•-iryml!lD, and in l '182 a church~:rden ot Cople Pariah. In l '764 
he was surveyor of the roads. He hPld the title or CaotA1n-1n the 
militia of Westmorelend OOt!nty, as possibly did also his son Benedict. 
A com··11as1on ot BeneC,ict Mldd.leton ,rP.ther or son) as Ceotein or a 
CompPny ot Poot wes oresPnted in the ccv.rt~m"ff.PP ~7~Tl'7S~. His wile 
wes Hannehl deughter· or William Lan,f,r al\~9 n'at~¥:S~ ~'1~t''l'oaeph Lane, 
whose tAml y, I bP11~••• were long prominent 1n Loudoun County. It 
was probebly Benedict lltddleton1 a w-tdow Hannah -who at a 1~ter date 
(1"191) 1s reterre~ to in tho records as old Madam Middleton, the 
term Merlem a merk or. social d.istinction and accordPd to but ve17 tew 
womPn or tho~P days. ~1th1an, the tutor or Councillor Certer•a 
chil~r~n et N~miny Hall, tells in his di~ey of riding out one day in 
17'74 with Qn~ of th~ Carter boys, And stopping to call upon the 
Lenes, ··?here you.ng Mr. Lane "introduced to me Kl' Midc.leton an old 
tecetious bu.t pr>tene G~ntleman." ftlia waa Captain Benedict Middle­
ton, whom Pithi,n again i-eters to aa. :eapt~in Middleton "whom I take 
to be exceedln, ly Profane in hts ~ngaage. • ( This nust ind.P.ed. haTe 
been an extre~·'3 case, tor many a man ot WestmorelNid of the highest 
stAnding ~-A,•son~:117 and the best tmnll~ .1 wa• .:l'la.l.M. bef'or~ the 
court Pnd ttned for excessive use or profanity. as the records show. 
There was, Ma■ve;-,tre~ent etrort to.discourage the ~ractice and 1n 
such cases the court showed .1tselt no respecter ot persona.) Bem dlot 
MiddlAton was a memb~r ot th~ Revolutionary Oommitbee ot Westmore)and 
County, in J'anuai-y, 1775. The will or Benedict lliddleton, gentlarnani 
d~ted May 29~ 1782, and proved S~pt. 2'7, 1785, lett a considerable 
est et~ to his wife H,...nnllh• t1ve dauehters, m d the sen ot a deceased 
dAUghter, Benedict LPmkin (whose r~ther, llat..t2:e.~~n, was a son 
ot Anne Rust, daughter of Matthew Rllat) • re-Bf pePrs ~o heve had a 
son, B~nPd.1ot •1ddleton, Jr •• living 1n 1'7'75 \ possibly also a 
Cnpte.:tn). who died som~ttme during the Revolutionary Wer• although I 
hr-v" com~ upon no Account ot his se:rvlce, if 1nd~Pd he was 1n the war. 

3. William Kiddleton.·who· rec~lved, as before stated, 150 acres 1n Cople 
Pariah by dPed of gift tram his ~ether, 1728. Administration on 
his ea!nte was granted his brother, Robert Middleton, April 28! 1757. 
He seems to haYe left neither wife nor children,.as tho will ( 7?3) of 
his brother. who 1n such aese would he his heir-at-law, dispoaea ot 
•the L'nds which tell to me by the dec,th .o~ my brother William 
Middleton.• 

'• Kary Middleton, nemed in her t,1th~r's will, 1729. (I know nothing 
further .about her• although she was probably living 1n 1'749.) 
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• s. Elizabeth Jl1ddleton, who married, betore 1'749, Daniel Tebbs, member· 
-or e tam1ly ot high .tending 1n Weatmorelr,nd County. In May, 1749, 
Dlnisl 'l'ebba md wi.te Elisabeth brought suit Againet her brother 
(your ancestor) Robert ■tddleton, admtnlatratar or the eat"te o~ 
thalr tethAr, Ben~dlot ■1ddleton, under whose 11111 Ell~abeth was 
to receive a bed ,. rd tllrnltuN, a gold ring, m d a sixth part ot 
thP- rPsiduary estate. '!'ebb• and wife cherged th~~t Robert Middleton 
had not d~livered "the whole 1\trnit,1re or the seid Bed. • • bu.t hath 
detainer~ f'rom her the said Elizabeth the Bed Rllg Bed cord 81 d Hide 
anountlnr, in all to the valuP 2f Twenty Six Shillings and six 
pence nor hath h~ the aald nett-delivered to her the said Elisabeth 
the atoresn, i ClolcL ring ot the Value or tifteen ah1111nga" nor her 
sixth pf'rt ,t thP ·reaic!aum, which they claimed ,r-,s • 12-6-,~_. In 
J,1ne, 1750, the coui-t Awarded them • S--13-9½, whence it wdtll~)apper1r 
that -the~·., cl~lm h~d been somewhat exaggerated. It was perqapa 
thiA Dp_r ~el Tebbs who in 1760 mad@ ~la will (in.his own handwriting, 
the frrr~ly seeming ti-om the t1i-st to hvve been engeged 1n the lew), 
the will, naming wite Ellsabf'th and tour minor children, being 
proved 1n 1762• . . . 

6. Jene Middleton, who married Jqhn Crabb, member or a tanily or good 
standing in the county, rel~ted to mPny ot the gentry of the H0 rthern 
Beck end ot Maryland•· His will, madP 1n 1775, proved April 27,17'79, 
does not n~me.h11 wUs, Jane, bllt she r.9plie; tor her thirds of the 
estnte, by letter ot 1780, signing with her own signature. They 
h,:,d seYen children 11 ving at the . dete of the will: 

Elisabeth Rogers --~~b~ [called Bli,Jabeth Rogers]lliddleton [in 
the will. ( She • .,~-fpl'obably the ':Vite or Robert Kiddl.e.tan, 
the atep--aon ot Matthew Ru.at, and descended from [the.t __ .John 
Middleton who died 1n 1'708.) . . 

John CPabb, who married Elizabeth Ru.st1 d,iu['",hter or Semuel Rl.lst 
and. grr:tmd.a~e-.,hter ot Jeremiah Ru.st ( 1.). 

Mai-y(CP~b'h} IJ,~lled M•ryJ~nnett [in the vt11; probebly the wife 
of n~n1>1 BPnn~tt. 

BenP.d1.~t 01-Pbb. 
[dl.. ~--\~~ JenP Mi' tleton (Ci-Pbb} @ell8d Jene Middl~toajRust (j.n the will~ 
~ r~ ~&W I bPi lP•P h~r to haY~ be~n th@ witP ot B"nAd.1ct Rt1st, the ;;.; 

1,.. ~ , •• :I£~ 'h ~"'i.J.ll~est son ot Matthew ~1•t And h,; lt-brother ot your ancestor1 ~et~'-'- Gt'orge Rust or w~stmor~lPnd County. 
~ Lettioe Crebb. 

• ·J,.Willinm Middleton CNbbe 

3 gre f'.t . ROBERT· JlIDDLETOB, eldPst son ot B~n~dict? a1ddleton \ d. 1730) • as aboTe, 
grand-received by deed Qf gitt fl'Qm his parents,~ 17231 the 100 r-cres in st. 
rattier. Stephens Parish. Nort]JumberlFnd County, which h"d belonged to his grPnd• 

.,;;tPther Rogera.t,sl In 1730 .he wee mAdA Pdministrator, with the will "nnexed, 
'ot his r~ther, B~nedlot.K1ddleton, the will hnving.nBmed no executor. Under 

the will 150 acres were l~ft to ~.end to the issue of his _bod7 "and so to 
tall fl'Om heire to heir roia Ever•• which 150 acres Ro~rt hlmael:f 1n his 
own will ( 1773) rer~rs . to as th9 11LP.nd which was Intall Id upon me by MT 
rather" and bei-gelna then with his eldest am, 'lho would hPTe the legal 
Pight lo it, to·break the Pntail Pnd trr-insfer the tract to his second son, 
whom h~ aePma esp~cinlly to h~v~ tPvored (~a see leter on). 
. . 

On May 25• 1736• on motion or Matthew Rust to be discherged as surveyo• 
of the highwPys-~nd nom1n"t1ng Robert Middlaton to serve in his stead, the 
cou.rt r.ppo1nt"a ~,~1dr,1~+on •s,yvf-'y~r ot the high ~ys Leading from Flints 

·'/.. mill to theON>SB POed PY-Maj: Le,-s end t-rom J'ohn Williams•s to the out Side 

• -~ ,~~ -Jl:.< It... I, I e-..,.,.,, a. ,;,... /l;~,_~ Co-;t._, ~- ~ ..._ J.- ~ le" ~-~ 
~ "7L::..~';;

4

~ ::::_ ~AY/L I'-~ f..~ ~ ~t, ~ ~(: ~ ... 
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of our oounty to1mrda Richmond Court h011ae and the -RoAd to the mill late 
■ J••: Rusts r.nd the Rosling rc>Gd~to the sa!~ Metthew Rusts all which 
Roads em highways he the sr-- 1d Robt Middleton ia:trom tillB to t me to See 
ltept 1n good Repare and "ocording to Law." In bhe court recoPda• 1'748• 
ther~ 1a mention of Mr. Robert Kid~1eton 1a Church Road. 

The JournAl·a of the Bouse ot Bllrgeases or Virginia ·(1742-1749, p,. 393) 
give thA following sidelight on your anoeotor, Robert Middleton: 

Jlay e, 
1749 .• 

Mr Indwell• trom the OommltteP- or Privileges ~nd Elections• reported, 
'!'hat the Committee had h~d und~r their Consideratinn the Petition ot 
the Inhe.b ~.ten ta ot the Parish or Cople, and County or WestmorelBnd• to 
them referred, m.d hnd examined a Witness as to the IIRtter ot the ■P-id 
PPt1t1on• ~nd herrd as wall thA Petit~one~s for• es Mr RichPrd Lee 
agn1nst "t~e said Petition; wh~r~upon it appe~:red to the Comrn1ttee• ~t­
on the U8T of the last Election of Barges~e~ to s~rve 1n this present 
oen~ral AssAmbly for the County of West~orelrnd, thP. 8P-1d R1chF-rd Lee 
Pppl1ed tx, on& Robert Middleton, a Free-holdP-r or the s· id County. at 
the Oourt~house, bPtoN he had bean polled, and otferP-d ·t;o him, thet 
if b~ woul~ give his Vote at the sata Plrct1on for x• ·George Lee, a 
MembP~ of this HousP, thP- 11(,n. 'l'homP.s Len, Eso; e Member or the Vestl"J' 
of the seld Pe~ish, woul~ restgn his Plr.c~ in th~ s~id VP.stey• mid the 
s111d Rob~rt lfidrllPtOn might ·SUCCP.ed him: T0 ... ::iich the SPld Robert 
Middl~ton en~wered, Th"t if he could not com 1n et t·he fore Door• he 
wouln not come ln at the beck noor: Bu.t th· tit does not appe~r to 
this Committee. that the Bittin~ ttember rMr. George ~e,, or any other 
Person, desired the aald Richard Lee to apl,lY to the er,1<1 Robert 
Midaleton am· ask h1m to vote ·tor the sitting Member, or 
was privy to it: UpOD which the Committ-ee hP.d come to a Resolution, 
whlch they hed directed hir11 to r~port to the Ho11se; end hP read the 
&Pme in his Place• md then dPliVP.red tho Roport 1n Pt the Tpble, where 
it WPS egein re~d, ~nd agreed to b~ the House, es tollows: 

R~solved, 'l'het the sArd RlcheM Lee, ln offering the s~1n Robert 
Mid teion, th~=t if' he wo\lld. gl ve his Votr- at thf' Elect !.on of Burgesses 
to sel"Ve in this presPnt General Assembly for the ·county or Westmore­
land, for Mr OP.orgP Lee, th~ sitting Membe:r, the Hon. Thomes Lee, EagJ 
would resie;n his Place in the Vestry of the S!'ld. Perish, aad the said 
Robert Mirl<lleton mig.,ht succeet1 hlm, is g1lilty of f"' Bre~ch ot the 
Pri vilet?es of this H011s~. 

Order~d. That thP aeld R1ch~rd Lee be tskPn into Custody ot the 
s~r}eant at Arms. 

r6n the ••~day:, A Petition of R1chrr<i lee, ~-"~- w .. stody or the 
SPt-jP~n~ Pt A,.ms• was p:resPnted to thP Hous"', f'\n:1 i-eed; setti11:~ forth• 
The-t h 0 is unrlPtt th~ 1eepest Concern for having ,. a0n t>uilty or e Breaoh 
or the Pr1vt1~·~~s or this Ho11s<?; thPt his Offenr·~ ,:,es thP Effect or his 
Ignoreneei n.nn thf't tor the ruture, h~ '1'10Uld b, crreful to avoid every 
·thing or th~ 11.lc~ soi-ti ~m JrPyine to be dis 1 ·.1,,r~d. 

Ord~r~d, Thrt h~ be ~isoh~rg•d out or Oist~..ty, peyin~ Pees • 
• 

Robert Middleton did 1ndP·ea become a member of th~ ve!'try or Cople 
P~rtsh, coming in "~t th~ for~ Doop,• fo~ one of the r~w 9Xt~nt lists ot 
tha Testry of the perish (giv~n in Bishop Meade's Old. Churches Pncl l4'em111ea 
of Virginia) shows thot 1n 1755, six yeflrs a.rter the Fbove episode, Robei-t 
Middleton ,r--s one o~ thP ·v~stryrnen or Cople Parish • . · 

• • 

Robert V.lr'~l~ton•~ wife waa nr,med ~~ary, but I hrve not come upon the 
maiden nrme ot this ~,..ndmf"\ther of Eli,;abeth Rust (wt:re of CaptAin George 
Rllst). Robel't Y.ld~leton end wite Mrry mPdP e d~ed of ~1rt, J~n. 27, 1755• 
to their son Ben~~ict Middleton of 185 acres in Cople Parish. To thia 
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~cteed George Rll•t• Who married Robert ■1ddleton 1 • daughter, was a witn•••• 
•• well as to var1o·l.B other ■iddleton documents from this t111le on 
and ·t suppose thAt nis mArri~ga had taken place, or wes ~bout to take 
p~aoe, then (1755). . 

In 1'757 ·Robert Middleton WAS mede admln1:stretor or the estat,, ot 
~l!-J br()ther. William Middleton. who■e l"nds es heir-at-lm he then 
1nhPr1ted. (Wllllmn ~,,d NC~1.ved 150 acrP,s in Cople Parish by deed 
ot gift from his r~th~r 1n 1728• end he ~ppe~rs to have added to his 
holdlngn by purchPse.) Beeij)es inheriting land from his rather and 
brnthPr~Robert Yid~leton wa•/lonatdel!llbb purchaser or lands himself~ 
and bPceme e 1~i-gr• lendholr,_er anll tho owne:r or a IJ>Ocl many negroes tor 
the time. 

In those dP-ys it ftq ~ 1'lnct1on .ot th~ Prooeasion~:rs to insp~ct ~he 
boundP-ri~s of l~nds in th~ parish to aee thP.t thP.y were maintained 
pl'Op~rly. Thi~ was eapecinlly imoortnnt wh4n trees, stumps• etc., were 
the only merk~:rs DPmecl .in the enrly patents and d"eds. Disputes were, ot 
course, trequP.nt. as. thes<' Dl'1rkA:rs m1r,ht tall o_r oth~l'\"Tise dise.ppee.r at 
any time.· On March 25, 1760• Georg4 Lee, ~nnt., one of th~ Churchwardena 
of Copl9 Parish •. presented fl Proces sloners • ret11rn und~r the bend~ ot 
W1111Pm Moore And Sani.tAl Harrison, which st~ted th~~ they hnd processioned 
•the LAnd bP.t\Men Robert Middleton• Benet11ck 111r': ,ll.eton ~ Jer~mieh 
Middleton, and wee stoped by the s~1d Jeremiar ~iddleton; llher~upon 
PurBUant to the POt ot Assembly 1n tht::t Case• th~ court ordrred that the 
survPyoi- ot the county w1 th P ju.ey or. th~ v1, inr'se no wo.ys concern~d bJ' 
aftinfty, conaADgt1lni tJ' or interest,. Rhould · ,e liummoned ~nd go upon the 
lr,nds in controTeray lleJ 7• next1 and survey them• nhPving reg~rd to all 
pattents and Evidences. 'l'he l."nda were evidPn·tly lPnds left bJ 
Robert Middleton (1697), the RobP,rt ot 1760 ,,nd Benf\dict ( brothers) 
beinc;' his gP&ndsona. ■ - Jer~miah a grept .. gre_mson. 

Robert KiddTeton died between Bov. 4 and Nov. 30• 17?3• the detes 
ot the s1gn1np, rnd probet·e of his will. Two or 111~ ·children had pre­
ii/"'lcensed him, BP-nediet ~nd th~ w1te of GeorgP Rust. · Robert· Mi''oleton' 11 
wife• M~:ry. wrs also pPObably then deAd, AB Abe is-not nnrned 1n the will. 
It \V0"1ld e'ppnr-r thP·t th~ seconr1 of his ·th~e survivlnr, sonr,, to wit, John• 
was his· tevorlte, for hP lerves to hl"""! not only sPverril trrcts or lnnd 
and 15 negro~s, but m~kes thP d~vise of l·nds to his eldest son. Robert• 
cond1t1onel on Hobert I s mAlr1ng "• gootf and lawful Right to the Intailf"d 
Land~ whereon I now live to my son John Middleton." r~111ng to do which 
all :the·1~nds deYiaed to Robert ~ere to go to ~o}Ul• ~xce,t, ot course• 
the ent~iled le~d (150 acres) which was Robert's by la~. To th~ eldest 
son, nobert, he al:ao leaves 5 negroes. To tlte yat":.igest son, William• 
testator le~vea two trflots u· labd an4 8 negroes. ·.'he only_ other bequest■ 
ar~ • 50 to his grrnddoughter. Mery RU.st. r,nd la FJ ~d a negro men• 
younc Phil~n to his granddaughter. Elizabeth 1.Glst. The residur.ey 
estP-te was· to te divided equally. Pmonr~ the thre,, sons and the two grand­
dll\lghters. Mary· and Elisabeth Rust. Tho test 1tor•s ~ands were located 
in the three counties ot Weatmorelend• Borth1un·0erl,ind and Richmond. 
Twenty-nine negroes ~n disposed or by thr- will. The estrte was one o~ 
cons1derr-ble s1se, indlc,-,tlng thr:t Robert 111ddleton was a mt:-n ot wealth. 
The two younger sons, John end W1111sm. were nemed as executors. !hq 
gave bond• Nov. 30• 1773• with Richn?d Lee, Eaq. 1 and GAorge Steptoe, 
Doctor or Physiok• as sPcurities. in th~ Bum of• 40oo. ·0n the same 
day order wPs iss11Pd by thP eoui-t for taking the inv~ntoey or the estate 
o~ Robei-t Middleton. G~ntlemen, deceased. 
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Th~ ch1ldPPn or Robert Middleton were: 

vi .---::._~--- 1. 
NU111bers ... ---. 

Robert; Middleton, .Tunioi-, 88 he wes commonly celled, who did 

to 4 were\ 
the uncles \ 

I 

of Elizebeth, 
Rust of / 
Loudoun. 

not long aupyiye his tether. Order tor taking the 1nyento1'7 or 
the estete ot Mr. Robert Klddleton1 Jr •• was given Kach 29,177'• 
The inventory, returned April 25• "J.'175, toots up to a littl.e 
over • 246 end includes the five negroes lett hir:1 by his fE'ther. 
It is probr~at he lett no issue aoi thrt his property tell 
.to his next" er brother, John Midd.leton. 

Ben~dict •1dd1eton_ --whc rece1,red· by deed or gift f'rom his paNnta, 
Robei-t and •ary Kidc!leton, 1n 1'755, e tract or 185 acres 1n 
Cople Parish. He died two yer.rs befoi-e his tether, lePv1ng a 
will, Se~t. l??O, proved 1n Karch, 1771, in which he describes 
hlmsAlf' as (be son ot Robt1'rt Mtddl~ton. He gives to his brother 
John ell hi·s lMd," John to pay • 40. to brothP.:r Robert. The resi­
due of h1s est~te was to go ix> his brot11er Robert ~nd his cousin■ 
( 1.e., nieces) llflry Rust em 'Elizab~h Rust·. ( The word cousin 1n 
thoaP. (!·:r.,ya usttelly me~nt niece or nephew.) John 141ddleton• hi■ 
brother ·a.nr, exe·011.toP• geve bond ~1th O~orge Rt1st as sP.curity. 

. . 
3. John Middleton, who .sppe.«•ps t.o hr,ve been his tr:tl1nr 1 s favorite (a■ 

to inherit more or his propei-ty thr1n eith-~ ... i- of the other two aona) 
seems elso to h 0 Y~ died not long ef'ter, r:nd probebly without 1aau.e­
H~ lllflY hnvp be~n thP John Middletonr,, <' .-der tor tP-king the inven­
tory of who•~ .(\stPtP •~s given S~pt. is. 1775. ( The will or the 
youngest brother, WilliRm, rmo inherjted t:rom the father lalld 1D 

. Northumberlsnd County only• disposes of lend f'lso in Westmoreland 
and lt)nd nnd a water ~Plat mill 1n Richmond County, such proper­
ties having bPen given to John Middleton by the will or his 
fgther, 17'73.) • • 

. . 
4. Willian: Middleton, _,rrho r9_ceived under hie frlth· r 1 s ,-..111 tWQ~r~c.t_• 

of l11ncl in Northumbe.rlend County, one of 1'."Zhich is descri1'e<1~1 
"that _Tract o~ pPrcel or Irnd which I recover•d of Snlnt Stephen• 
Parish. 4 He Plso receivP.d eight negro~• t~s ,i,~Q~~\!.,"lthflt he 
came into P.O&session or elJ. f1e J.~,d~ s !i-~o robiers-.., as 
hP.ir-11t-lrw to John, who/W~ ~~-l.f. to Robert land_ hr.d also 
~enedict • s lPnd by wUiji 1'1111n!lt Middleton eddn.d to these lf'nds 
t~o tr~ots in NOi-thumberlcnd County by !)Urohese from[alGporge 
'Pnkrf:dge ( p:resw,ij-~ly one or the grendsons of Col. George Eskridge)• 
on~ of thA trPe~ 8~lled nthe mqno~ Plentrtion." William Middle­
ton vt'-' ~ r CAptr 1n, doubtless 1n thE' \7~stmo!'eJ .'nd militia. He 
m0 i-ried Mei-y Cox, dP.u~hter .or Fl9et Cox, err ,n of mcr:110 and 
promin9nt in 'V,.~tmor~lr.nrl for nwny yef\rs, r ,d ,... relrtive or 
W1n1f~a Cox, thA first wife of v~tthew Rr~t. C~pt~in William 
Mid~l~tnn'R will, s1311ed June 26, 1'790, r1d proved Jan. 25, 1791, 
leaves lPnds to e~eh or his six -childrer, three sons (ell minora 
sncf thPee -dm1ghtei-s. His exP.cutors, Fl:,et Cox, Jr., and Vincent 
JPckson, with their securities, gPve bend 1n the sum ot • 3000. 
ThG six chilclgn, the only first co·.1s1np~o..,t_. El~t-ttJ2tt11 Rust or 
Lou.nou.n on tM mother's ~idf', were: Rol>a~'rftl~Ie~ John, 
Eliza't)eth J4i1..dlet;o~, Mnry Pleet llidrlleton end HAnnah Middleton. 
ThP- widow. Mary lliddl~ton, ,:-l~o ~1rvived.. Th~ 111ddletons, unl1k9 
the Rusts. hMI no gt"4h=~t mimb~_t1 .,q.r ~el\.,£.~ the neme. Captain 
W1111~m .1ddleton1 s ~hreeJ sorts 'w~re-:--yae

11
p)lly M~le repre~entrt1Tes 

ot BPnAdiot (d. 1730), son of t'h~ first ttobert, end I do not know 
~t1hether th~sP Lthre~1 ccn.1sine or El1~abeth 'Rust mirvived 4' nd l0tt 
1s~11e. However, es I have str,tf'd or tho Rusts, the Midiloton 
nr-me w~s elm.oat extinct in westmorel,-n1 Coui:ty by 18101 when the 
fed~ral census shows only one Middleton, to wit, JerPm1~h 
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[M1ddleto~ . who d eaoended from J obn ( d. l '706) • brother ot the 
above Benedict. Bllsabeth Rwlt '• oouaina or the lliddleton iamny 
Dl87,'1'1Jre the Rwltf• haYe mlgrrted to pioneer regions. 

·t • 

M1dnleton (glven nPme unknown, b'~t possibly Mary or •ollf · 
fop the ffilJ. ot. Sarah Jeftritts ot. Borthwnber1-rnd Oount7,·11511 Jun·. 
about the time of. Elisabeth Rast' s birth, mentions Molly Rt.ts and 
my fri~nd o~orge Rll■t the l~tt~r executor. -~na it would 11oam 
not unlikely that Moliy we~ the wite ot George Rt1st, 1n which · 
08se shP would h~ve been Molly or Jlary Middleton). She mrr1e4, 
'.frrob~bly Pbout 1'15n, 118 _his f'lrst wife. G~orge Rust•:: son of 
Matthew enrl Winl~P~(Cox)Rtlst, From thr.:t dAte on G~o~ge Jmst•a 
nPm~ Pnpe~ra ~onttnu~11y· 1n m"tters concemlng the r~m11y or 
Rpbe'J't Mi~_nletOft, Sp• It is no~ unlikPly thPt Miss MiddlPton 
r~cf'iTf-'d (·~ do"'."'-~J)tl_ ber -~~!1.!:S..~~ fi-a1!" her feth~r, a wen.1th;· man. 
ShP pi-obt1bly died ~prioi- to -S@pt. j 1?70, when h~r daught@rs are 
mPntion~~ in the will of th~ir unole• Ben~dict Middleton. Her 
tether, Rob~rt 111<1.dleton, sr., signed his will Bov. 4• 1773• and 
four d•J:-ys prior to th~t d.AJ', Oct. 31•. 1'773• o·Porge Rn.st mPkes a 
dPed of ffitt ot five negroes, Eat~, Sal'&h, W1111~·n Sha~er, lln.nnah 
end OPorge• to his daugl1ter, ElizabAth Rust• and thF. -Q8ga was 
·proved on the Sflme day, Nov. 30, th~t M1dr1l~i-on I s will was proved, 
which might .1nd1cr;te th,=,t th'-' n~groes, o,. ;.;omo of th~m, we:re 
dower propei-ty or Elizabeth 1 Ru.st• s mothr :..•, And tha gr~,nMether 
pr@p~ratoey to D!Pklng his will, ,vished. Juoh negroes to be put 1n 
th~ possea.sion or hls grPnrldeughter. ~ The nP:nc ShArper among 
these negroes appeflra as early aa J.7Z mno~g Midd.leton negroes.) 
The children d George .Ru.st nnd (Kary T) llid.dleton, his wi.te, 
were: 

1. Mary Rust, niP11ed 1n th<;. ~~11t pt he..r uncle, Benedict 
M1dal~ton, 1~70, ~•d~he will otjher gr~ndtether, 
Robei-t Middleton, 1773, -who left h~r • so •. (It is 
posslble• of coursP., thet 1.t.ry v:ns the child of another 
dAughter of Robe:rt Middleton, 1.7ho mry h'.V<"' mt:-trried some 

· other Rt1.st then °"org~ Rust, f'l c1.rcumstr, nee or two 
oointlng to such possibility• bt1t 1n tho absence of 
proof I A■su,ne thnt Miley E'n1 B~i,Jeboth '.":Pre ~ isters.) 

2. 'F.11~abeth Rt.tat, wlio waa bol!n About 176'7 (tompstone). She 
wPs nRmAd in the ~111 of her uncle, &n(\di.ct Middleton• 
Sept., 17'70, es one ot his r-es1dur,:ry legetees. She wa.a 
agAin nnmed in the v,111 or her er:;n<"lvther, Robert K1d­
_dleton, cRo•••""\ 1773, who_ lett her • JO encl o 11egro, y011ng 

. Philemon, r.nu made her (with ·Mt=tey .rust end their three 
uncles) one ot his five re~lduf ~ legeteos. She recelT9 
by dee~ of gift rro~ h~r father, et this time, five 
nf'groes, t·B above st,,ted. Elir·•1beth Rust married (1) 
Jnmes DJnbr.r• ~nd (~) 1n 1786, when ninete~n years ot aa 
CQta1n Qeorge Rllat ot Lolldom~ Qouzt.t7. Shr. died Jan. 1~ 
1844. OaptPin George and Elizabeth (Ru~t) Rust hed a 
large family, the ·eldest oh11d being: 

GEN&DL GEORGE RUST,b.Jan.4.1788, d. Sept. 1a. 1857. 
I know tl}.Pt yOU:i- :t~m11y ~trrulitinne ascribe to Elizabeth Rust, the mother 

ot Of'll• Of\orge Rust, mt1oh :roroe or ohPr,-,ct('p and e marked 1r.td1viduA11t:y,wh1ch 
she seems to hPVe trPnemitt~d to hP.r son. Thi~ a00011.nt of her m~ternAl an.cea~ 
try, which is~ .. #,".a~•t. d.1tterent type trom ~he R-.1st line• will• I hope, 
prove to be of _1nt8Nst to you. 
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1'0TE ON THE ROGERS P1MILY 

(Borthumberland County,Va.) 

(ancestors of the Middletons) 

Middleton - 11 

John Rog,rrs h~" A pAtPnt tro,n Rlch11rd Ber.nett, Governor, Sept. 13, 
1654, to-r 50 ecrPA in No11th,1mbt'\i-lr.nd County, due tor th~ tre.nsportetion 
or one p8?'son into th@ colony, ,md on the &Ame d.ay another for 250 ecrea 
in thA s~mp, county for th~ trBnsport~tion of five pPrsons. A patAnt 
covPrlnr th 0 rboVP two p,=,tPnts (300 Peres) was grr.nted Oapt~ln John 
RogP~s by Edw~~d Digges, Oov~M'lor, in Nov., 1656• 1n which it 1s stated 
that th~ t1ve pr->rsona, f's e.bove, ver,~ transported by JameR Clou.ghton, 
who e ssigned. the oert1f1cat9 to· Rogers.. t,geln this 1, tter patent was 
renewt!'d ln Rogers' name 111 d grPnted b:v Sir William Berkeley, Nov. 29, 
1662. [Thes0 items ~ould sPem to lndicete thet the colonists must hRYe 
had eons1dP~8ble troublP 1n estftblishing their rights to the lPnd~ 
In August, 165?, Spuel Methews, Governo~, gr~nteo e patent to Captain 
John RoBers for 200 e_cree. in Borthumberlond County, edjoinin~ hls other 
prop~l't:,. the SPid pores bPing due him for the trrns~·1ortPt1nn of tour 
per~ons. Sir William Berkelf'Y, OovPmor, ~r~nted Ccotein John Rogers, 
Jen. 9• 1662 rl663,, n patent tor 450 acres, covering the p~tent for 
250 e,cr~s ot 1654, nn~ thPt for 200 ,.,cres, grPnted in 1657, the puPpOse 
of th1R p~t~nt ~~~enring to be to ·join the two ~r:a tracts into onPe 
It 1~ SA~n fro~ thA ebov~ that thA f'!llOttnt or 1,~,d Grptrin John RoBers 
reo~i v~~ by pf'ltent fror.i tlte klr .. p; ( through the governor) wr s 500 seres. 
Captr.in LJohnj 'RO~Prs• ll\ilds bordP~d U!-)On Cltr.tf."' .1tons CrePk m ci the Glebe 
lends. 

Ce!'"'tf31n Ro~erg wns 011('\ or tho lending rirn of Nortbu:nl,Prlr1nd Oount7 
tor mr-ny yPf-'rs. Hi$ milit.r:tey title ot a tim'"' T•:he11 troublPs not only 
politlcel b1.1t 1"1.th the Indi~n~ "7nrP. S(!,rio-.1s, ·:~onld 1ndiePte thet he was 
a mtin of' nos1t1on and respobslb1l1ty in the comr:1t1nity. I do not lcnow 
whetl1er hP we~ f'n imrnigrr,nt hims,-1 lf, nor, if so, r C---velior. He WAS 

terMf'd gf\ntlPri··n ri-om thA r1rst I find mention or his ne1ne, ond from at 
leest es ~-~rly ns 165!1 to 16 7 A, a p~r1od of t,v('nty-tr1roe yenrs he was 
on~ of th9 Justicos of thP 1!0 i-thu:nl1erl!~nd Court. ·Nho his firsl wife was 
I do not know. Your descant woulrt b0 from her. He marri('d• lF-.stl7. 
about 1668, rnne. widow or Fi-encis Cle:,, gent. (who die;~ about 1666), 
whos~ l·inds in \1/P,stmorelt·nd CountJ I h!"Ve mentioned in connection with 
the Rusts; .Ann~ h~d been forM~rly tha wife ot John Temple, gent. (who 
died ebout 1658). The will ot Captain John Rocers was pro, ed July 21, 
1680, but tho volwne 1n which it was recorded was destroyed 1n a fire 
in 1710• His tvidow,Anne• me- rried r fourth husb~·nd, ___ "innr,f Rosse, 0 ent •• 
\vho c n£1e lnto some of Clay• s 1~nc1s in t,YestriorAlend ~ ~ m tnes,·-rL~]J.~ 
lntPr to his siilt•r• Mrs. ~~~_1,.,,mMt, pnrt ~assro, by d20¾:b'-'1~a~,i1 _ 
Rust f1 n<i .'J'Qhn _Clement 3 , p "'" ~~ ... : 1ri, . '-'• .. .1. 4i..,__ "' t; ~--- I~ ....... ) •";; ,. ~~~ ,.::: t_ ...... "--, ,t , ........ 

Centain John Rogers hRd s~vr,rAl children, ~11ong them: 

'Riohfird Rogo~s,
6
1Mnt., .probrbly· b<m)Al'ter 1654, at \·,rhicl1 d~te his 

tFthPr m0 de a d9ed!tlil~is children, KathPrine, El.1F.nbeth end John. 
Richr-rd ~or.:e:rs inherit@~ the 300 acres ln Northumberlnnd Cowity rone1"id. 
by -crt~nt to hi~ ff'ther(, C~ntr-in John Rogers~ by GovPrnor BerkeleJ' 1n 
1662. H~ rl~o p,irchrA~'a or 7'aeh0 rieh Nichols in 1.69'7 a tr~.- ct of 504 
eer(.\s 1n ~ie'hmon~ Coun~. his holdlngs, PS fellint~ to his children. 
b~1ng thesP t~~C' tia~ctd-;~-'804 acres. Like his fnther he w~s e men ot 
st,,nding in ~Toi-thi1mbe~land Cot1n.ty, serving es o Justice or the court 
from at l':'"' st lA'"'"· to 1896. In '.lJereh, 1692/9~, hP wes returned es 
~lP~tf:'n to tliP Ho1J.S" or &,rgesses from Northumberlrnd County• but WAS 

to,1nrl to b9 not auely 8l~ct~d. 
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.. R1ch"rd Rogers• gent.,\msrr1erl Jane Presley, deughter or Peter 
Presley or Northumbei-lPnd C"'ounty, or T~'3h J••• ~f9 Sheriff~• Juat1~e• 
ot the court for many ye~rs, [&nd]_l\$rv.lnp,~_as mr-mbf'_~ :rom HorthumbPl'land 
.in) tho House or Bu.rgABses, 1677 • l6i34 8JH1 1691--169 • Ro fE!"tlly WBs 
mol'e prom1nnnt in plll11c arteirs 1n th~ cou.llty miring thf'.' first centi.1ry 
thnn the Presl~y11 ( see ch~rt). Jane Presle:r was born June 29, 1664 
( st •. Stftphens Pr,rinh rer,ister) • (,It is_ possible thr,t sh" wr.s a second 
wife or RichPrd Rogers, but ,?ithon.t going lnto rrry 1"eAsons tor thinking 
so, it 1~ ~- O!)inian thr•t ~h~ w~~ t~P mother or ElizabP.th Ro~era, you.r 
anc"~tress.<V 

Th~ will of M~. Rioh~rd Rogers wos prav~Aug. 18, 169?• but the 
volume in ?f~ieh it•~~ ~Aco~d~d WPS dPstroyod in the r1~e or 1710. 
Mrs. JAnn ~ogP:rs, hi~ ~,1r1ow, rnd !'.'1r. Thom"n B~nks wern the '3X~c1.1tors. 

,, J~ne ( P:r~sl~y) ~ogPt-A Mf'r:ri~d ( 2) Ceotr1n Christo~l1er r10ale, by ,mom alao 
~·:f' 1

•• c.;·'shf:.' hr rl ch11r1:r('\n ( P~_~er, ~fl1'!lrrl r1m. P.,-e_sl~y Noel.A). Althoup-)1 ~he u111 
tJ"' -:h--'-- · or R1chf'i-d 'Rcr,~T-s is lost, t.hP nf'!'lP.8 of his cl111dron e p)or:r in other 

J records. All b11t th~,.., nf thPm r11en young fl11d ~.-,1th011t 1ss1.1e. On Mey 20, 
1703• odmln1str· tion wos g:rrnted Chr1~to·,her ?-?onle anl Jane, his ·Hite, 
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on the ost~tos of R1chnrr1, John end HnnnA.h ·,{o:~;("\:r-~-1. "tl1e s~ tl Janes 
ChildrAn•" Pll d"cer-sed. Thero wns Blso n son ·{/1111ruu, born 1679/ao, 
of ~hon I 1mo,,, nothin~3 .1't1rther. Tho three childrr~. who survi ven and 
inh~riterl Rich,.•r-d Roe"Y's 1 1~;nds ·.1or0: 

1. Eli,:abeth Roe~rs, m10 marr.i~d, probubly r: rout 1700, •Ilf~nPcltct 
Middleton or ,,./est.morelpnfi Cou.J1ty, c-:;- tii' ,om sho wos tho mother ot 
Rob~rt ( ·.:our anc(\stor) • Benedict, \Yillln!n• ~ary. Eliv.aboth and 
Jene M1d~l0ton. On Lie.1--c11 21, 1'721/22. B')nedict !•iddlP.ton and 
~11re F..l.i~e.beth, 1lob~rt Cl~rk nn,1 wi.fP J· r~e. rno John l~id.dleton 
~n(1 ~·,1re ~~lee.nor, thA tl1ren -rdv(;s be in£ tho dP.ughters nm co-heir• 
o-f' Rlnhr-,rd RoeArs, g Ant.• lf"lto or Northur:-1b<'rlond Co1.u1ty, dPCetised, 
n::~roen unon ·· c11vi~1on 01, t.}1P. srilr1 Roge:r-s 1 lr.nd., 300 acres 1n 
Northu;1b9rlr n,1 County rinn 504 acres ir1 :11c:1-:--:1·,nr1 County, by vvhich 
268 n.crPG f8ll to ePc~h of tl1A da113hter~ e11a th--1~ ht1nl)r.11ds, er-ch 
hr-vtng n thirr, of the Northurnbr·-rl'•nr~ r-nr~ n third. or tl1e Rich~ond 
'Joun~y ti-Pct. ( ~cord. Book 1718-1726• !l• 234, ~c-~')t~")ilfflbP.rl~nd 
'10·,,,tyt 'El.117.r•h~th ( ~or•:Prs) 1.U0dlPton rl10d probro~ly 1n 1 ~~..,...__ 

._,_~ ~6.cLJ.L.~ • ). 

2. J~n~ ~o~~~s, bom April 12, 1686 (St. Stephru.1s ~arish r~~l~ter, onl7 
p tr<"n~crint of m!oh exi~ts, '•ncl evlde11tly incor.1~;lr·te1 • She 
t!le.t-i-l"n Rober-t Clerk, by ~mom she !if-•~ ~ fR'i.lly. Al1 order for 
.... ··1fln~-· t.h~ 1nvl'.'ntory of ~obAi-t Cln rk' s (".\ st·· ~ e · ,~~ r:, .·-.1 v~n 7·,!ey 14• 
1 '744, ... n.1 th",-c- w~ !~ r :·i i vi E: ion of t!'le ~stri ti'.'\ · r i!i l~. --:ob·: ,t Clark 
et th(.' :1lnnt~ttor. of ~~1.'~. Jnno Clark in 1'1o:i"t" .• 1:nberle.nd County• 
!~arch 23, 1'747. Jan~ r;1• l'1c nf st. Ste9nrng i:?rlsh nn,.:~P. a deed ot 
gitt. Mrrch 31, 1744• to ~1~r ola"~t flon. _il bAl't Clnrk, or the 
100 Peres whor~ sh~ live~, sh~ to retail1 "·.er llvin£ 011 the seme 
r!"11•tng her llte. This w~s ,robP..1'1-y th~ ~-~,id sh~ 1nh~ritl:'~ from 
her tnth~i-, Rich•:rd Rogers. Robe~~t Clar~ ( th~_ ~ol'.l) rn."dP fl 
d~:Jos1t1on 1n M,·rch• 1':14'6/47. when nbo11t rorty YP"!'~ of eee, henoe 
~as 'born ebout lrr07. 

neanar Roge-i-s . .,. ,mQt 1HPPied (tj, rohn· llt<Wletoa., nephew ot the •1S0'11r 
BenfJdiet M·iddletOft.. Orde-r W8s· g1Ten_ Sept.. 2a. 1'726~ tor teldng 
the invento..ry of the estate or John •tdd1eton of Westmore--lan<! 
.County• Eleanor-. the widow,. his gdmfn_!~r!!tt-!_:s. She, married (2") 
l,ef·ore S.Pt. 3 9 1'129• Allen Hat'\fe-y el St-. Stephens ·hr1sh• Hoist)!.. 

.Qrabe:r-lend c~ .. for- on thRt de.te- Harvey end wi.t'tr n11d~ a de-ed et 
'~ttt. to Jei-emieh Jlldcil.e.t.an9 son of t·he- S'!d..·.d Bl&anor le·all.ed Bl lie .... 
in th~ d~ed)• tor the 168 acres in Borth Farnham Parish, n1chmon4 
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County. wh1.ch h' ~ d~scP.nrl.Ad totthP a--lci Elornor_JBS onr of t\~ ·artuehtera 
•f!-d. co-hPirs o~ ~ioh,,i-d Roe8r••~ _ Th~ .l•~ nd is dP.sc~ibed e.s EcJdolping the 
i--,,n~ or Mr. ~obet-t Mirid.leton, w1lf'.\nee it. 1~ (-'Vldent)(thet Benectio\. · nd 
E11zabPth ( ~Ogf!'.\ 1"9) ~:!i-1 r,1~ton hen e;i Vl:'n to the, ir son (y0t1r 1=1no~tor) 
Rob~rt ll.id.cllf\ton, not only the 100' .JfdP'es v,h:J ch ~h~ inhP:rited in Northum-

. be~l~nri Cou~1ty • bu.t tho 168 ~eres :th ~H!chmoncl Oowity as wf?ll.1 The two 
· 1'1tnC'SS('S to this dl'el1 of tl1e Ha~V"YS to Jeremiah lliddleton wel'e 
·: BPn°d let rdidrlleton ···nd Benedict 11id.dleton, Jr., tho for:n('\r thP brother-­
. in-lrw of Eleenoi- ( Roeers) HPrv"Y• By her first mEtrriP.ge to John 
· Mid~l:~tonfl)Ues~o1• l1ad sev~rttl ch,.ldr~n, ori(\ or the~ bPinr~, I bPlieve. 
thP Thomas Miclci.l~·ton \"hos" wid~LfflarriodJMe.tthew Ru.st. 

iL Jo-,) ~~ 

-~~11(M (/M.. f • 

··_(. t~ tk. tu&,.-- 1.. + "c _,~ ~~ 

Cc.z.-~ a..~c..-~). ,.__,_~ d--u~ ~ (,.~~ t\,~~ (A+', ,-
~ ,.,, I#~ u.,f,J.._,i ~ f"k:p_: ~~ ~ t; ~ M;-v7Z:.. J l'f.;.J. 'l'1.. 

) I 6,.,,--t ti- ~ I bf /.i.o.,, k., ~j,-l, •• - /.- ~ 'h ~LJ. • 

:_~~• ... a_ ~~~., TJv,~JL -th... ~f~ f ~ (f~. J-~Ju-,. 
~) Qu,. a,J..,.;;t, I 




