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State of Connecticut

S8
County of New Haven

Personally appeared Donald Lines Jaéobus, genealogist,
of New Haven, Conn., who being sworn depcses and says:

That some tixe since he engaged in research on tae jason
family for krs. Louis ¢, Bulkley of Sareveport, Loulisiana, and
that in the course of this work he found official records prov-
ing that Captain John xason, (son of iajor John nason; served as
a captein in King Philipts War; and also that after studying the
records of severzl men nawmed Elijah Mason who served in the Revolu-
tionary Wwar in Connecticut and Vermont, he was satisiied that two
Revolutionary soldiers named Elijah Mason lived in Vermont, one

of whom removed from Lebanon, Connecticut to Hartford, Vt.:

(8igned) Dorald Lines Jacobus
Signed and sworn by the said Jacobus this &th day of April,
1932 before me
(Signed) Ruth R. Reich

Notary Public
(Notarial seal)






The iiason Family line is traced for five generations in
the Hew England Historic Genealogical Register (Volume 15) from
Major John.mason1 (circa 1600-1672), founder of the American
family to Elijahs. Even thus far it 1s a very unusual record of
continuous military and public service,

Major John Mason was a Lieutenant in the English army and
saw service in the Netherlands during the siege of Bois le Duc
in 1030. It has been frequently said that he fought “under Lord
Fairfax", but that is impossible since Thomas Fairfax was at that
date little older than John Mason and had not come intc his title.
That they served as companions in arms is more than possible, and
the proof of their intimate association lies in the cordial
letter written by sir Thomas Fairfax in 1645 to John lason in
America, urging him to return to England and accept the commiseion
cf a major general in the Parliamentary army under command of Lord
Fairfax. |

This was fifteen years after John lason had emigrated to
America, He became a citigen of Dorchester, lassachuseits and a
represent:tive of the town in Genersl Court, but apout 1¢35 he
removed to Windeor, Connecticut, with 1ts first settlers. Major
Mason was a recognized leader by virtue of his native gifts and
military experience, The war witn the Pequot Indians was a
momentous crisis in the history of the infant colony, and Major
Mason was the leader of the expedition which defeated the savages

(1637). To commemorate this victory the State of Connecticut



erected a monument in 1889. It stands upon the crest of Pequot
Hill, near the site of the Indian fort destroyed by thne Connecticut
troops, and is inscribed to "The Heroic Achievement of Majocr John
Mason and his cowmradesh,

Major Masonts first marriage is not of record nor the name of
his wife, but their only chilc, a daughter (her name Isabella in
one genealogy and Judith in another) was born at Windsor and mar-
ried there John Bissel.

His second marriage (1640) was to Anne Peck, by whom he had
seven children, Three were born at Windsor and with this little
family he removed to Saybrook where he was soon placed in zuthority
as Commandant of the Fort anc a "Commissioner of the United
Colonies." In Saybrook the four other children were born. Mani-
festly Major Mason never lost the pioneer spirit for, when he was
about sixty years old,'he made a final move to the young town of
Norwich, where Le became Deputy Governor of Connecticut and Major
General of its fighting forces, There he aied and his widow sur-
vived nim but a short time,

The first John Kason was of commancing person as well as pos-
ition, and is describea as tall and portly and dignified in
manner: %“wise anc prompt in planning, anc energetic in executing,
as a commander brace anda self-reliant.'

Joﬁn.mason2 (1e46-1676) was the second son of Major ijason and
worthily carried on the inheritance of puvblic spirift and service.
He lived in Norwich, regresented the town in the colonial iegis-
lature for several terms and was a well-known colonial "Assistant!
or Magistrate. He was commissioned Lieutenant in the forces of

colony in 1472 and (Captein in 1675, leading his company, in one of
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the most famous encounters of King Pnilipt's wer - Toe Great
Swamp Fight at Farragausett, Decezber 19th, 1675. He received
a mortal wound out lingerec until geptewber 18, 1676, when he
died at {ew Loncon,

Authentic record of Captain John kasonts military service
has been difiicult to trace, out tarcugh the careful resezrches
of Mr. Donald Lines Jacobus, a genealogist of recognized accur-
acy and experience, the references have been Cug out of a psrtial-
ly indexed volume of the Connecticut Colonial Records:

John masonE(Jr.); Ensign, Norwich Trainbana, Kay, 16569;
Lieutenant of same, June 1672; Captain in command of Mohegans
and Pequots, September, 1675; third in command of the ammy,
November 1575, Deputy for Norwich, Qctober 1672, Qctober 1674,
May 1675; Assistant, Connecticut Colony 1675; member of the
Council of War, May 1676; Commissioner (Justice) for Norwich,
1672-1676. (1)

Further proci of Johnzis rank as captain is orovided in
the brief entry in New Loncon County Court records (Vol. III,
Ps 94)(2) HJune 1677 Estate of "Tne Worenipful Ceptaln Jao
Masong deceased wes exhiopited. (a)

Castain Johng warried AUlgall Fitc.u, caugnter o ine
Reverend Jawmes Fiteh oy his first wife, Abi_eil wnitefielc,

gince the reverend gentleman niaself married into the lijason
&

e

(1) comnecticut Golonial Records, Vol. II, 107, 170, 181, 184,
192, 221, 236, 249, 250, 274, 284, 266, 380.

(2) Printid irn History of Norwich, p. 147. (Registrar, Conn., Col.
Daces |

(a) It has been the opinion of several historians that he would
undoubtedly have followed in his fatherts footsteps but for
his untimely death, He was alrecady an Assistant and in
"Council of War',
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family by choosing for his seconc wife Priscilla jfason, own
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tengle of sten relationcships

<

ct
e
o
4
(D
’_J
m
RY

sister =f{ Captsin Joha™,

v

nC in-laws between the fzmillies, confusing but interesting, which

does not affect the line we are attempting T2 follow.

Toe only son of John? and Avigeil (Fitch) uason was
John3, who becaxe a Captain also in Colonial service. His record
is in tane Register o tne Society oI (olonisl are, ocul we nave
not availavle at the time ci writing the exact references,

Captein JohnE was twice warried: (1) to his cousin anue
Mason, daughter of Mejor Samuel lason of Stoniangton., He settied
at Lebanon, Connecticut but removed to Stonington acout 1703,
after the virth of nis first chilc John#. Five more chilaren
were born to the couple ana from thls point the well defined
line of Johns carries on to the el hth generation, but the
special opject of this sXetch ie to outline the less well known
line throuzn Pe*eg senford Mason, itne only child of Captzin
John’ and his second wife, Mrs. Ann (Sanford) Noyee, widow of
Dr. James Noyes. She was the dzugnter of Governor Peleg Sen-
ford of Rnode Island, for whom her Mason -0y was naned,

After his seconc carriage Capteiln John’ lived in New
London and was an InGian agent arnd teacier., In thls czpacity
he journeyed to England with Calel Lehomet, to gain for him
recognition &s the Grand Sacnem oI the [onegans, and in London
he died (1736), aged sixty three.

Peleg sanford &ason (1720-1701) married jary Stianton
in 1742 and lived in Stonington for some time, out died in
Lebanon, Their family of taree sons ana four daughters carried
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the Mason connections into several other colonies, bul taroggh
all their migrations they cnerished a strong attachment to
Connecticut.

The military record of Peleg sanford ason is given in
Connecticut Colonial Records (Volume 10, p. 123):

OQctober 17H2. This Assembly do estavlish ana confirm
Mr. Peleg sanford Mason to be Lieutenant of the Horth Company or
trainvand of the First Society in the town of Lebanon, and order
that he bte commissioned accordingly.

And in Volume 11, p. 203

v8y 1757. This Assexbly do establish and confirm Mr.
Peleg sSanford Kason to be Captein of the North Company or train-
band in the FPirst Society in the town of Lebanon.
0f Peleg sanford and yary (Stanton) Mason's family of seven, the
second son Elijah5 (1756~1833), born in Lebanon, was a mere child
when his father died, out under the will(l) he had a share of tke
estate, outside the houestead anc land left tc his elder btrother,
Peleg sanford iason,Jr. The family tradition is that Elijah was
the special charge of the oldest sister Anne, thirteen years his
senior, She became the wife of Joel larsh of the family who were
long neighors and friends of the Jasons at Leveznon. Wnen Elijah
was about sixteen, a large section of tne xarsh fawily, including
Joel and Anne, migrated to Vermont and ovecame settlers of Hart-
ford Y%on the frontier", Thou:h there is no documentzry evidence
fhat Elijah accompanied the varty, it is highly probatle thct ne
did - it was an adventure to apreal to his youtn and hie subse-
queat moves show that ne had the pioneering impulse of his ances-
tors. It is certain that a few years later (1778) he married

(1) Abstracts by Donald Lines Jacobus, with papers concerning
settlements with heire, and their receiots.
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Mary Marsh of Hartforc, Vermont.

Proof of the undoubted Revolutionary service of Elijah
¥Yason has been complicated by the fact that two other Elijah
Masons appeer to have been in the service from Vermont, Onre of
them, whose record is clearly traced, was all nis life identified
with the town of Pomfret and was thought to be from Connecticut;
but his history fixes his birth-place in Watertown, Massachusetts
(1754). He married in Connecticut but never lived there, nor does
his 1life after the Revolution, according to his pension records,
connect at any point with Elijzh of Lebanon. The other Elijah
Mason of Vermont is buried there*, while Elijah, son of Peleg,
rests in the cemetery of Hiram, Portage County, Ohio**,

The confusion of identity in Revolutionary records is
increased by the fact thet the payrolls of Captain Jochua Hagen's

company show an Elijah ¥ason serving as an officer and another as

a private at the same time, but careful comparisons prove thet

the officer was Elijah of Pomfret and the private Elijah of Hart-

ford, *x**

The Vermont Muster Rolls (p. 283, 295) show thet Elijahn
Mason (son of Peleg) served under Abel karsn in transport service
prior to nis tour of duty with Captain Hagzen's Company in 1780,
when it was called out om an alerm in & neighboring county,
Elijahts marriaze with Kary iiarsh starts the double
Mason ancestry for the succeeding generations, for she was de-

scended in a direct line from Daniel Masone(a) a brother of

{a) This Iine 1s well written up by Theodore West Wason (Lib.Cong,
& N,E.H.G.S.) as well as by Chancellor Walworth,

vide gecy. of gtate of Vermont. In New Haven Vit. 13 May 1818.

**  TWestern Reserve Historical Societyl's recent snasshct of his
Ttomostone.

*** gSee Mr. Jacobus'!' sworn statemzent, ante.
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Captain John©. From the recoris of Hartford (Vermont) it ap-
pears tiat Elijah end mMary (Marsh) mason had six cniléren - the
number usuzally gziven is five, due t¢c the early cdeath of one of

n Vermont ige uncertein tut

p
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them., Whether they were all oorn
unimportant, since it 1s known that Elijan returned itc Connecticut
after the death of his brother Peleg in 17&7* - provzoly in 1790,
if the deote of 1791 is correct for the birtn of the last chilc,
Other gencalogies give the date as 1794, immediately after which
the mother wary karsh kason Giec, certainly in Leoznon.

The first beguest in Peleg Senford kason's will was "To
ny beloved brother Elijah my dwelling house and oune half the
farm I now live upon," and to the homestead Elijah and his family
returned. When he was left a widower with five cioilcren, the
oldest fifteen, the younéeSt in the cradle or berely out of it,
he needed a woman's help, Early in 1796 he married Lucretia
Greene, and the first cnild of her six was born the same year,
The birth-place cf each one is an index of the family migrations:
not all are of record but the fifth child was corn in Hartfecrd,
Vermont anC the last quite orcbacly in Hiram, Chio,*®

Elijah and Lucretia (Greene) Mason were the grandparents

ct

of Lucretia Rucolpn Gariield, wiie of the twentieth preciden

cf
the United States, James Abram Garfiela, tarcugh the marrizge of
their ycungest daugnter Aravella with Zeb. Rudolph. t 1s inter-

esting to note that the oldest Gariiela son*** warriec Belle

*Documents in settlement of estate copied by Donald Lines Jacobus

** Grecne Genealogy

**»#3hig note,from Greene, taken in Ssint Paul camnnot now be
verified as to the middle name,
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(Hartford?) Mason, whose line of ancestry meets that of ner husband
in Elijah Mason, her great grandisther, througn Roswell, of
Elijahts first femily by Mary iarsh.

In 1802 Elijahts first journey fc Chio was made, teking
with him Roswell ancd Peleg and a third youth who was his nephew*.
For a serieg of years he swung like a penaulum oetween QOhio,
Vermont and pcseioly (Connecticut, until nhe definitely setiled on
his Qhio property for the remai.der c¢i his life in 1&15,

when the femily removec to Qhio there were three little
girls of the secondé brooG and the two sons of tne first, then
about nineteen and seventeen years old.* The boys were not
enamored of pioneer life, for they went back to Conneciticut several
times and 1o Vermont at least once, The U®rip to Vermont may navé'
been the first cne and included the entire household, for Joan the
second son of Lucretia (Greene) lascn was born in Hartford in 1806.
Her first son nemed Carnot was possibly born in Vermont? also,‘for
the history of Portage County, Ohio reccrde that in the year 1804
Elijah Mason came therc, harvested wheat he had previously planted
and returned to Vermont, where he bvought a farm.

Young Peleg Sanford Mason6 (1786-1825) preferred medicine
to farming, out the adopticn of a civil profession did not prevent
him from carrying on the family tracdition of army service., He was
a surgeon in the 20th and 31st regiwents of the regular army in
the war of 1812, appointed as from Vermont in June, 1813 anc honor-
ably discharged in June, 1815, ***

R, AR

* Jason Tilcen Hist. Portage Co.
** Pirst fWneat harvested in Qhio, ibid
**xpeitman and War Department letters.
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He zmarried (1820) Rachel Wilson end two sons were born
to them: George (1822) and John Sanforc (1824-18G7). The latter
upheld the family recorc, was gradusted from West Point in 1847,
served in the pexican War, recelved meny orevet honors Guring the
Civil War anc rose through all grades in the regular army to be
retired in 12888 as General. He is ocuried in Arlington Hational
Ceume tery.

General Joan sganford masoﬁ7 married (first) Anne Forrall
Judking and (second) Mrs. Peter wilson (nee Cornelia Keller). The
sonof the first marriage, John sanford Lason, Jr. (1856-1891),
wag & West Point gracuate, statiouned at many Western posts and
was killed in the Sioux Indian uprising 1la Dakota at Pine Ridge
Agency.,

Lieutenant Joan ganford jason, Jr.© wmarried (1879) Lucy
Maude Urd, a Caughter oI General Edward Otho Cresap QOrd and kKary

Mercer Thompson, In her own ri nt Lrs. ¥ason can claia a soldier

\)

ancestry of Cistinguished service anc colonial fane,

The cnilren of John Saniord ia

H

f\'r‘
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, Jr. and Lucy yeud Yzrd

€)]

are: Lercer Lason, wano warried (oloner J. B. Kemper.

Anne Jason, who merried Qaptein K., 8. Gregory

Ruth ord :ascn, whe married Colonel R. H. Duniop

Thus is mainteinea the unbrokKen history o amilitery
careers, Lf0r 1L tile person oI ,erCer .&son's son, Joan iason Kemper,
just entered upon the jecst Poiut szﬁer, there will be aendea cn
the family reccrc ¢f cistingulsiet service tonat marks tne nane

. 3 e 1 - . . e
from John Hason™ of Englend to John iason Kemper?,
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Tae nistory cf Poufret is e lerze new two voluwe afieir
nemes aljocabeticdlly arrangec, and all known of each man ziven
thereuncer, The children of bcth Elijah anc Marshall ‘ason are
given on jage 536, Elijah's were bern between 1775 and 1789 all
in a row and all right tohere in Pomfrei, In 1783 Elijan (son
of Elias) atteirned the rank of Captain of }ilitia and was there-
after xnown as Qzptain, He died in Hew York as before quoted.

karsnall iason's (son of Elias) descencdants remeined in
Pomfret until (births) 1824 - 1825, etc. OCne Julian Qvando Jason
b, in pomfret in 124 died in Boston 1908; was a prominent
builder, who built the iiassachusetts gtate House in 1859,

Benjanin Frenklin jason anQiTieT cescendant vorn in Pomfret
in 1804 4. 1871 was a noted portrait peinter.

Gn ocage 535 Joel and Lucy Lksrsh, no cates, aad chil&ren
sanford b, 1804 to Elvera b, 1818 so it is oerfectly efident
these are nov tize sa. € people as tharse in Tuckertg Hartfcrd and

the History of Portage County, Chio, Greea Geneslogy, etc.

o,

Chencellor jelvort, icentifies zacui.
Poufret was 1n the Proviznce »I TTev Hampshire
A jershall :eson was married June 17, 1%17 %o Christian

Bartholomzew -f P, by Joel levis, Pastor,
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Snreveport, La.
June 14, 1332,

I hereby certify thaes the foregoing pages con-
stitute a true and correct copy of the original voluue

on file in the gnreve jemorial Library, Shreveport, la,

Novary Pablic 1n anc for
Cadato PpParien, Louisianz.






