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An acru1111t rrlatlnf/ to 1-101111: imJ>0rla11/ 
hi,,torlc event.~ i11 tl;c early <lays o.f tlw 
War for In<lepe11<lm1cc, mol'e J)articulm·­
ly of tlle pal't l11 tlicm t,tlam by C11mbr1·­
laml Co1111ty, l'nrnsylrm1ia. 

Read bt:l'ol'e lite llamilt<H1 l,iln·ary A.-iso­
ciation-1'lte J/Moricul Society o.f Cum­
berland l'o1111ty. 

J.OS!I OJI' PORT \\'.\SIIIOTOS-Tllt-: n:srnt-: ()I,' 

Tim ('OSFEl>t-:IIATl-:1> eo,.nsrns IIHOKt-:s, 

1'ho capture of li'ort Wnshiogtoo, on 
the Hudson, now well within the limits 
of New York City, with its garrison of 
8000 men and its 01ilitary stores by the 
forces of King George, November 1770, 
may well be regarded in all its aspects as 
the gro ,test disaster of the War for In• 
dependence, 'J'ho loss of the garrison 
was not simply a loss of 8000 men, but of 
the f1owcr of lhe little patriot arm)', 
which, indeed, outside of it, could 
hardly he callt•cl nn .,rmy nt nil, but 
rather n loo~C', hcterogen<'ous aggrega­
tion of undisciplined men; nnu even 
that rapidly dissolving by expiration of 
terms of enlistment, 

Hnrdl)' second to the loss of men was 
the loss of munitions of wnr, which hncl 
been collcctucl by a supreme effort, nod 
included •lO cannon. But to this loss 
must be added the still more serious ono 
of CI\Dnon anti munitions, resulting from 
tho immediate and lusty nb11ndonmcnt 
of li'ort Leo, on tho opposite bnuk of the 
lludsou, necessitated b)' the surrcnd('r 
of Port "'ashlngton. 
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But even more dopres:dng to tho hopes 
of the palritlts lh11u the loss of men and 
munitions, aud tho wholo series ot dis• 
asters leading up to tho fall oC Fort 
Wash1ngtoo, was the stratt>gio loss of 
that point on the Hudson. Ne\, York, 
the nlllUtiil str11teglo, as "di us oom­
ruercinl and pollticnl centPr of the fed­
erated coloufes, had just fallen ioto the 
hands of the King's forces, and with the 
Joss of Forts Washington aad Lee, 
which were regarded us commanding 
the Hudson, the lust hopo of proveotiog 
the passage of tho British fleet up and 
down that river at will was gone. On 
the control of the Hudson, Congress had 
insisted by rt'!solution, and by positive 
command to Washington, ev~n to the 
overruling of his military judi:emeut, 
Tho people of the colonies had, indeed, 
come to regard tho control of thnt river 
118 absolute))' necesimry to the cffeotl,e 
military co-opemtion of New J<~ngland 
and the more southoro colonies. 

The center was now broken. The 
Confederation was cut in two, Whoo it 
is rememherN1 too, that the Declaration 
of J rufopcnrlence WRS then llttlo more 
thnn four months old, nnd tbat this was 
tho first cnmpaigu uftcr thut defiance to 
Kio« Gt'orgP., it can bo imugiued whnt R 

staggcriug, ff not crushiug blow it n,ust 
have beo11 to tho hoprs of tho colonists, 
A reader of history, uu11w11re of the ultl• 
mate result, "hen he re11ched that point 
would regard the cause of the infant 
nation as hopcll'!uly l01:1tj or as It was 
put by an early historian, "a 1>aragraph 
would have olJse:t some srnnll section fa 
the history of England treating of tho 
A mcrlcan troubles, 
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HIIJOJCJN'I JH Y.MOLAND. COLLAP!JK or TUil 
11RBDEt.l,ION 11 J~ SJOlll', 

Within. the British lines, from tho 
commanding officer down to tho hum­
blest private, nil soornt>d to reel thnt, 
nlthongh the 11old fox'' ho.d not been 
bagged, there was little left for them to 
do, but to finish up the minor details or 
the couOlct. Bvea after the bl\ttle or 
Long Isll\nd, n swift sailing ship had 
already been dispatched to cury the 
nows to George III, that the war of the 
American rebellion was practically over. 
There w11s great rejoicing in Hogland on 
tho arrival of tho news, !\lid the seem­
ingly decisive victory was celebrated In 
many ways. 

Several )'ears ago I was interested ia 
looking over the newspaper flies of that 
day In Lom.1on; and a rew extncts will 
serve to show the feeling there, Thus 
a letter from Glasgow to a f.1ondon paper, 
Jan, 6th, 1777, says: "'fhere 13 little 
talked of here but tho r11to or America; 
it Is considered nlrcady conqurcd. Two 
private letters arrived hero )'esterdny 
night Importing that Gen'I. Howe had 
sent one part of his army to subdue 
Rhode Island, and the oth,ir to reduce 
Phlladelpbln, Tho merch \lits here havo 
a good brisk trade, nnd some or them 
are amnsslog goods to ox port to America 
as soon ns tho peace is settled." Again: 
''On Monday, Jnn. 6th, tho Mayor, 
Aldermen, nn<l Onntlt1111cu of Appleby 
assembled at tho l{ing's lfonrl to cole• 
brato the success of hiij Mnksty's army 
ln America. A 111\Unch or ,·cnison dis• 
tingulshecl. th Cl feust, which In other 
respects also was elegant aucl plentiful. 
The company consisted or gontlomeo of 
nil pRrtles, who concurred In their state-



nwut ou thi~ orca'>ion, 1ulll Jt>monstrntetl 
the true spirit of rational Englishmen. 
Vnrious tousts wore gi\'en expressive of 
the s.tme just ideas and houelit feeling, 
and 11 general procession wa:i m11do in 
the evening to tho bouflre ut the Low 
Cross, where tho Oeotlcmcn drank his 
~Lljcsty's heulth, nnd treated n uumer• 
ous f'ircle with liquors for the same 
purpose. The ringing of b~lls, the dis• 
charge of guns, and the ncclamatious of 
the people conclu,led the festival." 

Another nccount shtPs: 11 Lor<l Corn• 
m,llis has got to Brunswick, ou •.he high 
road to Philadelphia, and means to be1\t 
the qu,1rters of the General Congres.:1; 
but I lime}' when he gets there he will 
find thnt flock or 1111clmn bird.-, havo 
hecome IJfr<lH of J>axii<t!fti and havo 
winged their way to 11 more southern 
clime." 1'he I.ondon Advertilwr of 
Jan. 11 1 1777, sars: "ay recent and 
authentic accounts from America we 
can assure our n:.'adf'rs that tho greatest 
consternation prev111ls umoug tho leaders 
of the robdlion. 11 "It was an olectrlo 
shock to Congress." 11 Hancock was 
seized with un attack of apoplex)', a 
disonler akin to stmugulation, and 
Adams is literal!)' nt :,1,)' iu tho Mussa• 
chusrlts." ''Thoso who urn enemies to 
Anrnrica 11m all cock-a-hoop uhout this 
intelligcuce." 11 It is irnpos:,iblo l1ut 
that peace must bo the cousequenco of 
our SUCCPSSC,'J," 

l·:l•'FV.t•r OS TIii-: COI.ONIIC:8, 

In the Colonies, as tho news passecl 
from town to town, ,·lllngo to Yillngo, 
und to the solitary form houses and 
c11bins hy express riders of that day, the 
deep gloom 1md depression cnn be 
imilgined. Some, indeed many, fell in 



wltb tlie u,ert:..:re:i µf ptlr.1oo· offered hv 
the Briti-.h general, un\l r.mong them 
were uwu of politieal prominence, But 
with most, if there wae a feeling akin to 
despondlrnce, it soou gave way to a 
mnnifestntion of more earnest resolve 
to renP-wed eff.>rts. 

The m•cnt of course callerl for investi• 
gntion, for inquiry as to tho cause orthe 
dis1lster1 ns to who was to blame, who 
hnd failed in tho performance of duty. 
The discussion was long and acrimonious, 
and filled with personalities, in wh,ch 
Washington came in for n share, but 
with the perspecth·e we have now, of 
150 year~, the common consensus Is, at 
lenst, t hnt the hruve but unfortunate 
commaudur, Col. Robert Magaw, in 
whom we nre particularly interested, 
had f11ilcd neither in duty nor military 
skill; nod the increased confidence in 
the leadership of tho great commander, 
whose transcendant militnry ability and 
true grentuess of clrnrncter nen~r shone 
more conspicuously than in the face of 
disaster and the most discouraging con• 
ditious, was evinced by the complete en­
trustmcut to him for the future, of tho 
military direction of affairs, whi<'h up to 
this time had been too largely shared; if 
not clirtnted by II Committee of Congress, 

C'Ol.0'.'•a:L IIOIIEIIT ll.\O,\W, 

The chief reason for the selection of 
this event of highest milltRry nnd polit­
ic11l, as wrll us dr,tmatio iuten•st, for n 
paper before this A1suciation is because 
it has a spcciul iuternst for us ns citizens 
of Cnmberlnnd count)•, for Coloocl 
Mngnw, lo whom Washington had 
directly entrusted thn honorable and 
responsihh• rlutr of holding thut post, 
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after the lll\lo arwr btld witutJ1·awo 
from New 1 O!k Island, was a leading 
citizen of C11rll11le, was among tho very 
first in the State to respond to the call 
from Boston afte1 Lexington, and, like a 
true Carlisler,be returned to the Bor­
ough, resumed his place as a citizen, nnd 
hero ho coded his days, nnd here he was 
laid to rest with unusual honors, In which 
all classes of the community took part. 

It is also proper to state, however, 
that the paper Is not intended to present 
a formal biographical sketch of Col, 
Magaw, nor the details of the move­
ments and counter movements thllt lecl 
up to the ct1pitulation, but it is sirnply 
proposed, in the time nt our disposnl, to 
group around the central figure nnd tho 
event associated facts and incidenh 
often of more than local Interest. 

In the ioterost of historic accuracy 
attention will be called to some errors of 
statement found in some works or high 
authority, Rod consequently frequently 
ror,eatcd. Like many otherit prominent 
In the history of the county, Hobert 
Magaw Wai not l\ native of this county. 
I mention this particularly, because he 
is so frequently put down as a native of 
Cumberl11ucl count)', 'rhus Wing (Hist. 
Cumb'cl. Co. p. 701) calls him a native of 
Cumberh1nd county, whll!$l in the snme 
work (p. 109), the writer 011 the B11r of 
Curnberl110d county calls him nn Irish• 
mnu. In tho ullistory of Cumberland 
and Adams Counties," the statements 
of Wing t1ro repeated. In an Recount of 
highest value, perhaps tho most com• 
plete and ttccurato of "'rhe Defonce and 
Reduction or Mount Washiugton, 11 by 
Reginald Pelham Bolton, (p, 02) Magaw 
is put down as u "native or the town of 
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Carllalt.•, Penu'1t." Tlrn Rev. Dr, J. A, 
Murray, after careful ln\•e.stigatloo, 
round tbr,t his f,,ther, Wi1liam Magaw, 
was a Scotch-Irish I 1wyor; who came 
from Strahnne, in tho County of Tyrone, 
Ireland, but ,r.is uncertidO as to· the 
birth pince of his sons, Hobert, Samuel 
and William; Hobert being the eldest. 
But nccordlug to tho most nulborltatlve 
sources, Robert, the son of William nod 
Elizabeth Magaw, was born in Philadel­
phia, In 1788; where his father had first 
settled on coming from the North of 
Ireland to Americil, The son was 
educated at tho Academy of Philndel­
J>hla, nnd studio l li1w. llis father re• 
moved to Carlisle, about the time of the 
erection of the county, Here as a lawyer 
Hohert Mngaw acquired n practice that, 
for '-10,·er,d years preceding the outbreak 
,)f i1rn Revolutionar}' War, wa9 by far 
tho ~11rgest at tho Carlisle Dar. It ex­
tend~(.) Into tho county of Northnmber­
ltm,I, .rn<l adjoining counties. llo also 
.1cted as prosecutor for the Crown in 11 

number of ca.-;cs. Arter the mu and 
years of abseootl from the tmvo, ho re­
acquired a very largo practice. I ha\'O 
bel'11 p11rtlcul11r h> emph11sizo the fact 
that ho was 11 Curlisle lawyr.r, bt'ca.usu 
Bancroft, in history of that pf'riod, 
states without qulllific11tion; 11 thc fort 
was under the commllnd of Col. ~,tagaw, 
who hnd passed from tho Bar of Phila­
dl•lphi,1 to tho nrmy." 

'rho following quotations from recog­
nized authorities will mnke his position 
ns a li,wyer pcrferdy clt•ar, "From 17511 
to 176-1 Mag1tw ll)lpm1r:1 to hRvo hnd br 
far the largest pmct1co nt the Cnrlisle 
bar; nn,l from 1761 to 1770 Mag1l\v, 
Wilson nnd Stophcuson h11d tho lnrgest 
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praatlce; auj he bnd ft ,cry large praotlce 
h1 1782.'' J•Jdge S:.dJle, lo his "Three 
Signers," says: "Early in 1762 Robert 
Magaw settled in Carlisle and began tho 
practice of law, and in a few years trans• 
acted two thirds of the legal business of 
the county." 

With the first measures of oppression 
by the mother country his feelings be­
came actively enlisted on the side of 
the colonies, Upon the receipt of the 
circulRr scot out by the Committee ap• 
pointed by the large meeting lo Phlla• 
delphia to take action in regard to the 
Boston Port-Bill, lo June, 1774, the 
historic meeting for Cumberland county 
was held in the Presbyterian church in 
Carlisle, presided over by John Mont­
gomery, which passed a series of resoln• 
tioos, respood~d to the call for a general 
meeting of the counties, to be held in 
Philadelphia, by the appointment of 
three deputies to such a meeting, one of 
whom ,us Robert Magaw. It also ap, 
pointed a permanent Committee of Cor• 
respondence for the county, of which 
Magaw was made a member, and it also 
recommended a Congress of Deputies 
from all the colonies. As events moved 
rapidly the feelings of thu citizens kept 
pace with them, and were ready to nsscrt 
themselves in action. 
Mll,ll'Alff M EASURl-:S JS CUMtllml,ANI> l'Ol'NT\' 

AFTER LEXINOTON, 

As n suitable historic background for 
the most effective presentation of the 
peculiarity of their action a very brief 
recapitulation of the events Immediately 
preceding, and of the conditions at tho 
th.oe will be of osslstaouo. When tho 
~econd Continental Congress met, Moy 
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10, 17i5, Lexington had bt~en fought; 
the N'Pw Eni~lancl colo11h•s1 almost with• 
out realizing it, had taken up tlrn gago 
of battle; thoy had already collected an 
army, or what might ho formed into an 
army; and had cooped u1> Gene ml Gage 
with his regulars in Boston. A state of 
war actually existed. 'J'ho pressing 
question was a militarr 01.10. Congress 
nt ooco formed n federal union, and then 
proceeded to exercise sovereign powers, 
although still Drltlsh subjects. It ord• 
ere<l the enlistment of troops, tho pur, 
chase of military supplies, nod the 
issuing of notes of the United Colonies. 
Hut the qut>stion present in tho minds 
of nil mis thnt of tho man to organize 
nod lrnd the army. Washington seems 
to h11\·r. hrrn in the minds of nil; but 
local jealousies nod personal nspimtions 
retarded the unanimity that finally 
marked the notion of tho Congr<;ss. 
The question naturally prC',.sented itself: 
why not n<lopt the New England army 
already in the field? It can be readily 
understood that there wus u ontural 
hrsitl•~ion to suggestiug n cornmunder• 
in-chil·f n man from 11 different section, 
nnd without n rrprrseatatlon in thnt 
1irmy, and that hesiltltiou would not he 
lt•sst>rw,l whl'n it was felt lhut I lnncock 
nod oth<>rs re•,.-:nte,1 it, nn,l wC're perhups 
not \\ithou~ aspirntions of their own. 
llut wl)('n tho time c·rnrn for ,, vote tho 
commanricr-iu-chit>f wns selected Ly 
ballot, ,·,ithout opposing ,·ote. 

\Vushiogtoo wn11 commisslonc1l on tho 
20th of Juno, starlt•d for Boston on tlw 
21st; wns rcct>ivt>d in Boston ,July !!ml 
with greatest cordinlity nnd c\'hlruces of 
joy; and assumed corum1u1d. But the 
troops were still exclusivflly from ~cw 
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Euglaud. It was, in fact, of a New 
England army. 
"FIRST BAITALIOS OF PESSS\'L\'ASIA m1-·u:­

MKS," USDBll C'OL, WILLIAM TIIOMl'SOS 1 

OFP TO BOSTOS, 

A resolution of Congress, of June 4th, 
called for six companies of expert rifle­
men from Pennsylvania. 'rhis was 
followed by another of J unc 22, direct• 
ing two more companies to be ruiscd, 
and the eight companies to be formed 
into a battalion. 1'he officers recom­
mended by a committee of the Assembly, 
appointed for that purpose, June 24, 
were commissioned next day, 25th, by 
the Continental Congress. There is, 
however, no record of these commissions 
in the proceedings of the Continental 
Congress, as the 25th of June of that 
year was a Sunday, and thf>re are no 
records of the Continental Congress of 
that date. 

Williarn Thompson, of C>trlisle, was 
commissioned as Colonel of the Battalion 
and Robert ~lagaw, who had been very 
active in recruiting it, as M11jor. 

Altbcu~h the records of tho Conti­
nental Congress, as we have said, arc 
wanting at that date, thcro is no doubt 
in regard to the dute of these commis­
sions. That of William Thorn pson can 
be seen in the J. Herman Bosler Mo• 
rnorial Library, in Carlisle, where it 
hangs suitab1}' framed, tho gift of Mrs. 
Mary K Himes, from the collection of 
her father, the Rev. Joseph A. Murray, 
D. D. It bears the well known signa­
tures of "John Hancock, President" 
nnd "Chas. Thomson, Sect.,,, of the 
Continental Congress, and is dated 
"June 25, 1775." It rends, that he is 
app)inted "to Le Colonel of the Battalion 
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of Rif1emen Raised in the Province of 
Penus)"lmnia, in the army of the 
United Colonies, raised for tho defence 
of American Liberty, and for repelling 
hostile invasion thereof." 

The commission of Geucral Washing­
ton preceded these commissions by only 
five days. That of Col, Thompson is es­
pecially interesting us the first com­
mission as Colonel issued by the Conti­
nental Congress; at least the first of tho 
kind that is known to have been served 
under. The absence of the name of 
Georgia, from the list of "United 
Colonies," named in the Commission, is 
noticeable, as Georgia had not yet cast 
in her lot with tho other colonies; but, 
Sept. 25, 1775, delegates from Georgia 
took their scats, and the names of the 
several colonies, in commissions after 
that date, were replaced by the words, 
"The Thirteen.United Colonie:; of Amer­
ica." 

Thi-J body of troops wns styled by 
Gen. Washington, in his orders: "Col. 
Thompson's Battalion of Riflemen," as 
tho Contioontal army bad not )·ct been 
or!!I\Dized; and the commission of n 
captuin rl'ad, "to ho a captain of n com­
pany of riflcm~n in tho battalion com­
manded by Colonel William Thompson." 

The name "Thomson" in his com­
mission, as Colonel, is incorrectly spelled, 
but in tho commission of a captain, of 
the same llate, it is correctly spelled 
Thompson, 

These Pennsylvanh1 riflemen were the 
first troops from Wl'st and south of the 
Hudson to join the nrmy under Wash­
ington before Boston. Their nrri\•al 
there was significant. Up to that time 
that army had bC'cn a Xew England 
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army. From thnt time it became more 
and more an army of the Thirteen 
United Colonies soon to be styled the 
Continental Army. We can realize how 
the Commander in Chief appreciated 
this fact, and what a cordial welcome he 
gave the men; and that the Bostonians 
saw in this arrival an evidence of sym­
pathy ou the part of the other colonies, 
more substantial than resolutions. 
,vhilst it is perfectly proper to speak of 
this battalion as Col. 'fhompson's batta­
lion, too much credit, howe,·er, is often 
claimed for Carlisle nod our county, 
even by careful historians, by reason of 
his residence here. The correctness of 
the statement, (Wing p. 80) that the 
"battalion was formed, officered and 
equipped principally in Cumberland 
county," would be justly disputed b)• 
historians of our sister counties. 

The facts are, that the number of 
companies called for at first was six, 
soon increased to eight, and finally to 
nine by the acceptance of a company 
from Lancaster, that bull not been 
called for. Ouly two of these companies 
were from Cumberland county, includ­
ing the one from 1',ranklio, then a part 
of Cumberland. 

Again in stating that "the battalion 
marched directly to Boston," and giving 
the route, a fact of coosidcmble interest 
ls overlooked, namely, that the battalion 
w1.s recruited by comp11nie.; in the 
several counties, some of which, as \\'8 

shall see, pushed on separately, as 
rapidly as possible, and reached Boston 
before the others; and the routes taken 
as well as the dates of arrival are various­
ly given. Bancroft sa)'s, that, between 
the 20th of July and tho 7th of August, 
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1400 riflemen arrived in CllmJli that tlley 
were the first troops levied under the 
authority of the Continental Congress, 
and were from Virginia, Maryland and 
PennsylvanL,, the larger number from 
Pennsylvania, and "of the eight com­
panies from Pennsylvania, William 
Thompson w.1s colonel," this is not in­
accurate as to tho number of companies 
as one of the companies did not reach 
Boston before September. But the 
dates within which the arrivals are said 
to have taken place, are not strictly 
accurate, as Col. Thompson and the 
field-officers rrnchcd Boston, August 17, 
and several companit:s about the same 
time, and others later, as wo shall see. 
1'hus Lieut, Col. Hand writes, August 
20: "Arrived with Col. Thompson * * ; 
got into Cambridge August 18, and the 
return of the 18th includes captains with 
field-officers who got in on the 17th." 

Hildreth speaks of Thompson's regi­
ment as, "riflemen from western Pann­
sylvania." 'l'his may not be so for out 
or tho wav; as Carlisle was spoken of, at 
that time, frequently as in the western 
part or tho 8ti1to. The dates of do. 
parturo for, or more p11rticularly those 
of the arrival at Bost~n of the several 
commands, nre of V<ff}' special ioterost in 
settliue- claims of priority. Bimcroft, in 
giving July 25th. as tho earliest dute of 
arrival of riflemen from the south is un­
doubtedly correct, hut in grouping nil 
from Yirgiuia, .Marylun<l und Pennsyl. 
v,mia together, and mentioning Morgun 
and his Viruiuinns first, may unintun, 
tionally create the impression that the 
Virginians were first on tho field, or at 
lollSt that there was no marked difference 
in the timl?~ or arrival of the different 
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commands. As n matter of history it is 
of some int~rest to us~to know, that the 
Penosylvaoitms were first on the field. 
There can be no question that Capt. 
Doudel's company of Thompson's batta­
lion was the first body of troops to re­
port to Washington at Boston. It was 
from York; but it is but fttir to little 
Adams county to state, not only that it 
was a part of York county then, but 
that, as a fact, a large number of Capt. 
Doudel's company was recruited from 
the hardy mountaineers around Getty's 
Tavern, now Gettysburg. 

Several authentic records show that 
this company left York, July 1st, 1776, 
for· Boston, and, as the Committee 
wrote, "began their march the nearest 
road to Boston." The old Moravian 
records, which are always most reliable 
where they exist, for fixing historical 
data of all kinds, note under the abo\'e 
date, 11 this t\fternoon a company of 100 
men of this town left for the Americ1m 
army lo New England, with the ringing 
of bells, after a sermon had been preached 
to them by the Presbyterian minister." 
Undoubtedly the minister of tho German 
Reformed church is here meant; as it 
was frequently, or generally, called the 
"German Presbyterian" church, at that 
time, and that denomination mls one of 
the oldest and most influential in tho 
town. 

Another equally nuthentic account 
states: ,July 26, 1775, Capt. Doudel, 
with his company of riftemen, from 
Yorktown, Pennsylvania, arrived at 
Cambridge at 10 o'clock today. This is 
the earliest date assigned by Bancroft 
for the arrival of any of tho riflemen. 

As regards the Virginia riflemen, the 



15 

records of tl1e ~loravhrn church in York 
are also valuable. U oder date of July 
19, they note: 11 A company of Virginia 
troops arrivud here on their march to 
join the American army, we were es• 
pecially affected by the sight of tho 
motto, "Liberty or Death," which tbei 
commander wore on his breast;" and 
under July 20th, is recorded: 

"Tho Virginia Company left town tu­
day for the arm)';" and again Aug, 6th: 

; "The last Company of Virginia troops 
marched through the town for the Ameri­
can army,'' Whilst then, tothecompany 
from York county must bo conceded 
priority of arrival at noston, the t.>m­
panics from Cumherland county were a 
good second. Capt. Chambers, of the 
Franklin county companyt writes from 
Cambridge, Aug. 18th: "Arrived in 
camp on 7th, ultimo about 12 o'clock." 
(Garrard, p. 48.) The "ultimo" is evi­
dently a slip of tho pen. Capt. Hen­
dricks' company left Carlisle July 15th, 
and arrived at Bo:tton, Aug. 8th. 

It was a matter of some chagrin to 
Col. Thom1>son that the companies from 
Cumberland wero so much behind that 
from York. In R letter, from Carlisle, to 
Col. Montgomer)', Juno 80th, he writes: 
"I am sorry to Inform you that the com­
panies asked from this county are not 
near cowplete, nor can I say when they 
will bo filled, as it is iu the heat of 
harvest and I doubt arguments are 
rather used to keep the men here than 
to foward the sorvico. The York county 
Company is quite complete and bns 
received my orders to march this day." 
Capt. Nngel, with Heading Rifles, ar• 
rived at C'ambridge Aug. 18th. 



16 

.HOUTES ANU JNCll)KNI'S OF fUB MAUCH 1-'ROM 

CARLISLR TO BOSTON, 

As to the routes taken by the batta­
lion, or rather the routes of the several 
companies, accounts are incomplete and 
contradictory. The sources of informa• 
tioo, outside of official documents, are 
journals of soldiers, letters, petitions 
for pensions and newspaper accounts of 
the day, I>oudel's company, the first 
to start, according to tho report of the 
Committee, proposed to "go by the mo~t 
direct way to Boston." The History of 
Cumberland county says the regiment 
moved directly to Boston by way of 
Easton, oto. But this can only be true 
in a very general way, as tho regiment 
did not march as a body. One account 
says that Doudel's company passed 
through Bethlehem July. 8th, the other 
companies July 21st and July 24th, 
whilst a newspaper account tells of 
Doudel's company murching through 
Dey street, New York, to tho music of 
its drums on its way lo Boston. 'fhe 
Philadelphia Po!st, of Aug. 17, 1776, 
says, botwcen the 28th of July nod Aug. 
2nd, riflemen under the command of 
Smith, Loudon, Doudel, Clumbers, 
Nagel, Miller and Hendricks pussect 
through New Windsor, a fow miles 
above West Point, on tfH·ir way to 
Iloston. Heading was a point of sup­
plies, and of rendezvous for most of tlJe 
companil's 

As to Capt. l-Ienclricks' company, in 
which we are naturally most interested, 
which started from Carlisle, there is a 
journal, which purports to have been 
kept by Capt. Hendricks himself of his 
own company and that of Capt. Cham­
bers, which gives a detailed account of 
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eaoh day's march after leaving Carlisle, 
July 18th. This journal was, however, 
first published in Glasgow, whither it 
was sent in 1776, by a citizen of Quebec, 
after the baUle in which Hendricks fell. 
It contains some statements that show 
that it was completed by another hand; 
but the account of the march from Car­
lisle to Boston is probably correct, and 
is corroborated by a journal kept by 
Geo. Morrison, a private in the company, 
\f hlch also includes the march to Quebeo 
through the Maine Woods. The com­
pany's march, the first day from Carlisle 
was to Harris' Forry, thence to Lebanon 
and Reading. At the latter place mot 
four other co np11nies destined for Cam• 
bridge. 1'"'ro,n thence went by way of 
Allentown, Bethlehem. Easton, points 
in New Jersey, New \Vindsor. on the 
Hudson, Litchfield, Connecticut, where 
Capt. Price, of Maryland, came up with 
them. Hartford, Farmington. on 9th, to 
Headquarters, at Cambridge; bavlug 
marched a di~tance of 482 miles. 

There are several interesting incidents 
illustrating the temper of the times, and 
the mode of settling individuals running 
counter to it. Thus at Log Gaol, N, J., 
tho entry is made: "Tarred and fcathP.r• 
cd one of the ministerial tools." The 
term 11 ministorial,, rnight be misleading 
but it simply carries thA political mean• 
fog of tho time, having 110 relation, 
whutever, to n minister of the gospel, 
but to tho Ministers of King Ocorge. 
'fhe colonists were still British subjects; 
with them the King could do no wrong; 
and all the measures for the oppression 
of the colonies had to be attributed to 
his Ministers, and individuals wlio sup. 
ported thom were "rninist9rial tools." 
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Even the army of Geo. Gage, at Boston, 
was often spoken of as tho ".Ministerial 
Army." The colonists had not yet 
rearhed the point of openly declaring 
that they \\ere fighting King George and 
his armies; that would have been treason. 
At Litchfteld, Connecticut, where they 
met the l\fary!and Company, they 
"tarred and feathered another ministeri­
al tool, under which treatment he re• 
canted.'' Morrison says in his journal: 
"We apprehended II violent Tory, whom 
we tarred and feathered for refusing to 
sign the Uesolutions of Congress, and 
left him to ruminate oli the quality of 
our manners." Again the entry of Aug. 
Srd, which confirms the meeting with 
the Maryland Company; is: "Marched 
through Litchfield, a small town in Con­
necticut, where we tarred and feathered 
another ~- y, brought into town by a 
company of l\f aryl!wd troops. Ho bad 
been very violent and clamorous, derid­
ing the cause and all who espoused it. 
After causing him to drink to the health 
of Congress, he was drummed out of 
town." 

CAPTAIN Wll,J,J.\M HENDRICKS 

Captain Hendricks fell with Mont­
gomery, in the attack on Quebec, at the 
Palace Gate, Dec. 80, 1776. The selection 
of his company, with that of Smith of 
Peonsylvanitt, and Morgan to go on the 
expedition to Canada, through the 
.Maine Woods, under Arnold was a high 
compliment to the young officer. The 
journal of Morrison says the "Rifle 
Captains cast lots who should go;" but 
I find no allusion to such a faot by 
Henry, who was in the company, in his 
classic account of tho memorable march, 
and there are some reasons to doubt it. 
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This worthr representative of our 
county deserves more than this passing 
notice. According to Henr)', "although 
Hendricks was the oldest comoiissioned 
officer of the riflo companies, ho was 
still the youn 1est man. For the sake of 
peace and good order, he had not as• 
seated to, but merely acquiesced in 
Morgan's assumption of thA command 
of our corps, as the older pi•·son." But 
it is only proper to add, that whilst the 
'Commission of Hendricks in the Conti• 
nental army, WllS among the very first as 
a Captain in Thompson's battalion, 
Morgan was his superior in actual service, 
and had been with Washington in his 
Indian campaigns, and had his fullest 
confidence, as well as his personal friend• 
ship, 

Hendricks i11 described by Henry ns 
"tall, of mild and beautiful countenance. 
His souJ was animated by a spark of 
genuine heroism." So Bancroft, in 
speaking of the riflemen(says: "One of 
the captains was Hendricks, long re, 
membered for his stately person and 
heroic soul;" and the dispatch of the 
day. announcing the losses of the assault 
on Quebec, reads that "excellent young 
officer Ci1ptaln William Hendricks of 
Pennsylvania." We will venture to add 
to these an extract from the oration of 
Provost Smith, of the University of 
Peunsylvania, before the Continental 
Congress, Ji'tib. 19, 1776, on the death of 
Montgomery, as follows: "I must not, 
however, omit the namo of the brave 
Captain Hendricks, who com maoded 
ooe of the Pennsylvania Rifle Coct• 
panies, and was known to me from iu­
fanoy. Ho was indeed prodigal of his 
life, and courted daager out of his tour 
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of duty, The command of the guard 
belonged t-0 him on tho morning of the 
attack, but he solicited and obtained 
leave to take a more conspicuous post; 
and having led his men through the 
barrier, where his commanding officer, 
General Arnold, was wounded, be long 
sustainet.l the fire oC the garrison with 
unshaken firmness, till at lust receiving 
shot in hi!i breast, he immediately ex­
pired," His commanders, Gen. Thomp­
son and Col. Magaw, in Jotters testified 
that: "No fatigues of duty ever dis• 
couraged him, he paid the strictest at­
tention to his company, and was am­
bitious that they should excel in dis­
cipline, sobriety and ordor." 
OBSERVATIONS DY THE WAY AND SENSATION AL 

NOTICES OF THE RIFLEMES, 

Magaw found time to write full letters 
addressed to the Committee of Cumber­
land County, not official, but with the 
freedom of intimate personal friendship. 
Of course they were not for publication 
at the time but we may be permitted to 
take a glimpse through extracts from 
them at the conditions of tbat time. 
The first one after arrival reads: "Camp 
at Cambridge, Aug. 18, 1776." Dear 
Gentlemen: ,,I came here with three 
Companies of our Battalion on Wedncs• 
day the 9th instant lo the forenoon, 
having been but 20 days on actual march 
between this place and Carlisle, We 
became so acoustomed to walking that 
I sincerely think we could have con­
tinued "6" months." "We made 177 
miles the last week." "The country we 
passed through from Delaware to this 
place is poor, hilly and very stony, and 
in many places the roads as bad as in 
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our. mountains, .the country well lm• 
proved, stooa fences, frame houses; but 
by no means· experienced the friendship 
and hospitality in Connecticut and Massa­
chusetts, which was shown us in the 
Jerseys and New York." 11The neacer 
we approach to Boston the less appear­
ance or danger and distress; and here I 
have not seen a melancholy oouotenance, 
or heard the least complaint or une11&l• 
ness.u "A great number of individuals 
must have suffered. Perhaps time and 
custom has made their losses sit easy:, 
but for the greater part must be making 
money fast by supplying our great Army. 
They take care to ask enough for every­
thing they sell. The Massachusetts 
Bay troops are numerous, hut the least 
respectable of any. Small and great, 
old and young, some negroes and Mu•• 
lattos are among them. Their dress is 
much agaf ost their appearance, some 
with Jong ooats, almost trailing the 
ground, the next naked to the middies, 
in general but ill officered. The Rhode 
Islanders are allowed to excell the other 
New England troops. A number of 
their officers are very genteel men. You 
wJII think me vain should I tell you 
how much the rifle meo are esteemed, 
their dress, their arms, their siae, 
strength and activity, but ahove all 
their great eagerness to attack the enemy 
entitle them to the first raok, The 
hunting shirt here is like a lull suit at 
St. James. A rifleman in his dress may 
pass Sentinels and go almost where he 
pleases, while officers of other regiments 
are stopped. Sinoe we came here· the 
enemy does not show their heads. It 
was diverting. Their great guns throw 
the balls so wild and uncertain tJu1t ,bare 
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is very little danger. The town Is situat• 
ed on a beautiful plain, * * * Some of 
the most elegant buildings I ever saw, 
though framed. A deserter says the 
enemy are much terrified on account of 
the riflemen. If but the God of Armies 
be with us the Liberties of America are 
safe." 

So it seems these riflemen created a 
sensation aside from being the first troops 
to reach Boston from the south, 

They were described in letters by dif • 
ferent observers, as stout, vigorous, 
many of them exceeding six feet and 
their uniforms, almost as impressive, as 
"made of brown Holland, or Osnaburg, 
something like a shirt double-caped over 
the shoulders, in imitation of Indians,,, 
Henry a member of Hendrick's com­
p1oy, after fully describing their equip• 
went, says: 11The uoderdress, by no 
means in a military style, was covered 
by a deep ash-colored bunting shirt, 
leggins nod moccasins when the latter 
could be procured," and adds, "it was 
the silly custom of those days for rifle• 
men to ape the manners of the savage." 

But it was their expertness with the 
rifle that made them terrible to the 
British officers. It is narrated, that in 
recruitinc Capt. Doudel's company, at 
York, there were more applicants than 
could be taken, and young Lieut. ~filler 
chalked a very small nose on a barn 
door and said: "I'll take only the men 
who can hit that nose at 160 yards." 
The newspaper of the day, appreciative 
of the humor of it, said, 11General Gage 
take care of your nose." In spite of 
this test there was still an excess of ap­
plicants, and some of the rejected ones 
accompanied the company as volunteers. 
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Captain Chambers lo writing to· his 
wife says: "The riflemen go wh•ue they 
please and keep the regulars in con• 
tinual hot water." (Garrard 43). He 
adds that one of the offlcen picked off 
by them was the son of a lord with 40,· 
000 pounds a year. Their skill and 
efficiency was described in many ac• 
counts of the day. Thus it was said ''a 
company of them while on a& quick ad• 
vance fired their balls into objects of 
seven inches in diameter, at a distance 
of 250 yards. Another account says, 
"shots were frequPntly fatal to British 
officers at more than double the distance 
of common musket shot." 

The wife of J oho Adams in a letter 
describing the skirmish at Lecbmere's 
point for which \Vashington publicly 
thanked Col. Thompson's battalion in 
general orders, writes: "The British 
had landed under cover of a fire from 
their batteries on Bunker, Breed's and 
Capp's Hills, as well as from a frigate, 
which lay 800 yards off the point, Io 
high tide it is an island, Col, Thomp­
son marched instantly with his men, 
and though a very stormy day, they re­
gardec\ not the tide, nor waited for boats, 
but took to the water, although up to 
their armpits, for a quarter of a mile, 
and notwithstanding the regular's fire, 
reached the island, and although the 
enemy were lodged behind the walls and 
under cover, drova them to their boats." 

Lieut. Col. Hand in writing lo his 
wife, about what he terms, "the fun 
our regiment bad yesterday.'' says 
"when the alarm was first given Col, 
Thompson was at Cambridge, and be 
(Hand) marched the regiment, as it was 
the first ready, though the most distaoti 
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but Col. Thompson met htm. and M·•J:or 
Magaw on the oauseway1 and the whole 
then passed with the utmost dlligence 
up to our middles In water." 

Cot Magaw, who WRS in this action, VI 

will be seen from the following extracts 
from a letter. bad been sent to Cape 
Ann: "Prospeot Hill, Aug. 29, 1775, 
Dear Geotlemen:-On the morning of 
the 16th, l was sent to Cape Ann * * in 
consequence I suppose of intelligence 
that the enemy Intended to burn the 
town. l had 260 chosen rlftemeri and 12 
offloers aud some volunteers under my 
command. Was ordered back lo five 
days to Prospect Hlll-rlOos lo good 
order-good powder, men cool, Have 
Hen boys and soldiers fifty times-run 
after cannon balls before they fell, and 
some have been hurt attemptiog to stop 
them. before they. were done running. 
Boys often pull hair for who shall be 
first at them. Col. Thompson preaenta. 
his love. to you, this letter will serve· fol' 
us both, as he Is much engaaed at tbis­
crltloal: period. I am Dear Gentlemen, 
with great esteem, your affectionate 
fr.iend and servaot,-R. Magaw." 
A CAPl'URBD RIFLBIIAN 1 AND HOW RB 

8RRVBD UIB COUNTRY, 

The following interesting incident, 
from a paper by J, W, Sbettel before 
the Yorlt County Historical Society, 
Illustrates the bitterness or reeling of 
the 13r1Ush officers toward these sharp­
shooter rlftemeo, and bow It offered one 
opportunity to do his country much 
more Important service than be bad an­
ticipated, After one of the earlr eo,raire• 
meota one of the riflemen ot Doudel's 
company-Walter Cruise was missing, 
and was put down as killed, But be had 
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been taken · prisoner, aod after being 
very roughly treated by the British 
offluera was finally sent to England, 
There he was a great curiosity, as the 
reports of the riflemen had preceded 
him, He was Imprisoned for a time, 
and upon bis release fell in with Arthur 
Lee, the secret agent of the Colonies ID 
London. He seemed to see in him the 
very man ho needed to carry very im­
portant information to the Continental 
Congress, He asked Cruise whether he 
could trust him to deliver dispatches 
into the hands of General Wasbiogtoo, 
His reply was: ec My life is at the service 
of my country." Lee got passage for 
him to Halifax, urging him to deliver 
the papers as soon as possible into the 
hands of General Washington, or to 
Congress, Ou arrival at Halifax, he 
made straight for New York and deliver­
ed the papers to General Washington. 
They were read by Coo gress with sur• 
prise, Mnny of the leading statesmen 
were still hopeful of a peaceable solution 
of the troubles, in fact, Peace Commis• 
sioners were looked for by some. Those 
papers told that the British Minlstery 
bad concluded arrangements for sending 
German mercenaries, beside additional 
Urltlsb troops. This news ooofirmod 
the wavering, and unified the people lo 
sllpport of the most radical measures of 
resistance,. \Vltbin two weeks resoJu. 
lions looking toward Independence --.·ere 
Introduced Into the Congress, and a few 
weeks later were passed. Cruise was 
rewarded and appointed a Captalo in 
the 6th Regiment, 

111£ JlJl,'l,EIIEN l1 mTEI> AND 81'0JI.IU>, 

There is, however, another littlo 
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episode, IA this coooeotlon of a different 
color, that ought not to be passed over 
in absolute silence. These riflemen had 
come so far, had arrived so opportunely, 
and were so conspicuous in their many 
and unique soldierly qualities, that they 
were granted many prlvlliges, as inti• 
mated in Magaw's letter, beyond the 
ordinary soldier. Their camp was sepa• 
rated from the others by 100 yards; they 
were excused from all working parties, 
oamp guards, oamp duties. In other 
words they were petted and consequent• 
ly spoiled. They released offenders, of 
their company, from the guard-house, 
and interfered with punishment of others. 
Finally 82 members of ono of the com• 
p1nies broke out in open mutiny, with 
loaded rifles In protest against the pun• 
hbmentofoneofthelrnumbor. General 
Washington soon brought the,n to terms, 
disarmed them, and had them tried by 
a general court martitll, One of their 
companions, deeply sensible of tho dis• 
grace to the regiment, could only say 
for them, "that upon every alarm it was 
impossible for men to behave with more 
readiness, or attend better to their duty; 
it is only lo the camp that we cut a 
poor figure." The immediate result 
was a general order that, "Col. Tllomp• 
son's battalion of riflemen, posted on 
Prospect Hill, to take their share of all 
duty, of guard and fatigue, with the 
Brigade they encamp with," Tho Lan• 
caster companies seem to have been the 
most serious offenders; but Col. Hand, 
in a letter at the time, remarks, "The 
expedition with which tho York com­
pany v,as raised does not help on with 
their misconduct," uTbo General 
positively refused to take the York 
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aompaoy" for the Quebec expedltioo. 
This was an early escapade or new and 
petted recruits, and or which they were 
at once heartily ashamed, all disgrace or 
which was soon wiped out by subsequent 
service. 

J>ROlilOTIONS ANO CHANGES IN THE RIFLE 

BATTALION. 

Thus much time has been given to 
this regiment not only because Its 
Colonel, and its Major and two or its 
companies were from our county, but 
because or its interesting place in the 
history or the Continental Army. It was 
the first to reach Boston from the south. 
Col. Thompson was the first Colonel in 
service under the Continental Congress. 
As to his rank lo the Continental Army, 
ns reorganized in 1770, \Vashlngton 
speaks or Thompson as "the first Colonel 
in this army," 

nut Thomp9on's battalion of riflemen, 
as a whole had disintegrated long before 
the term or enlistment had expired, 
July 1, 1776. On the 6th or September 
preceding, the two companies or Hen­
dricks and Smith had been detaobed to 
form put or Arnold's memorable ex• 
pedltlon to Canada. On the 0th or 
January, Major Magaw was commission• 
cd Colonel or the Fifth Pennsylvania, 
and March 2nd, left for Pennsylvania; 
Col. '1'hompson, was commissioned 
Drlgadeer General and lelt about the 
same time; March 7, Lieu,,Col. Hand 
became Colonel or the battalion; and 
Captain Chambers, or one or the Carlisle 
companies, was promoted to the Lieut,• 
Colonelcy or "Hand's HIOe Battalion in 
lbe Arr.oy at Cambridge," as some 
records still style It. Se()t, 20, 1776, be 
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wu commissioned· Colonel of the Ftnl 
Regiment of Continental troops of the 
PeonsylvRnia Line. In the same way 
others werff assigned to higher rank lo 
the new regiments and some privates 
were re-enlisted before their term ex­
pired lo new regiments. Col. Thomp• 
son was commissioned Brigadier General, 
March 1, 1776, was lo command in New 
York for a short time, and then put In 
command of the expedition to Canada 
by way of Albany, not of that through 
the Maine Woods as ls .1ometimes stated. 
He was captured with most of bis com­
mand, July 4, 1776, at Three Rivers, 
Canada, and was not excbaoge\i until 
1780, The Sixth Pennsylvania battalion 
under Col. Willlarn Irvine of Carlisle, 
formed part of his command, Col. 
l\lagaw's new command wus formed 
under a resolution of Congress, Deo, O, 
1776,·or<lerlog the raising of four more 
battalions in the Colony of Pennsylvanh1. 
Of the four Colonels, St. Clair, Shee, 
\Vayue and Magaw, commissioned Jan. 
8rd, 1776, Magaw was the junior, and 
Colonel of the Fifth battalion, which he 
commanded until the surrender or Ft. 
Washington, He lert Boston, Feb. 2nd, 
tho battalion being then only partially 
raised. There is considerable misunder• 
standing as to the looallty to which this 
battRllon Is to be credited. The History 
of Cumberland County says: "'fbe fifth 
was made up of companies prlnclpally 
from Cumberland county, It was re­
cruited during the months of December, 
January and February, lo February 
there are references to it lo the pro• 
oeedloars of the Committee or Safety, 
which imply that some ot the companies 
were already In Philadelphia oo their 
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way to Heacl Quarters, but the main 
body did oot leave the couoty uutll the 
middle of March." The account before 
alluded to by a writer oo this subjoot, 
whfob makes Maga~ a native of Carlisle, 
also stated that after taklog part In the 
sloge of Boston, he returned horn 3 and 
organized the Fifth Regiment from meo 
of his o\\·o o.luoty. 

The fact is, that thh regiment was 
recruited in the eastern part of the State, 
Jargelv from Bucks, Derks, Lancaster 
and Philadelphia counties. The rolls lo 
the Peousylvania Archives, though in• 
complete, show no nnmes from Cum, 
berlaod county, and the return, by 
order of Oen. Washington, of prisoners 
takeo at Ft. Washingt:>n, as taken from 
the original, does not cootalo a single 
name lo the battalion from Cumberland 
county. A statC'ment, orlgiolllly by 
Linn the historian, that would give most 
color to tho belief that they were from 
Cumberland county, is in regard to a 
sermon, as preached to thorn before 
leavlog Carlisle, March 17, 1776, by Rev. 
Wm, Lino, subsequently p11stor of tho 
Presbyterian church at Big Sprlog. 
The published sermon Is still in ex• 
!stance. The fact is that Mr. Linn was 
appointed Chapl11in of tho Fifth and 
Sixth battalions, and the sixth battalion, 
that or Col. lrvioe, afterward General 
Irvine was raised in great part. six com• 
paoles out of eight, in Cumberland 
county, It was before this regiment, 
not the both regiments that the sermon 
was preachec.1, a further oonflrmatlon of 
which view Is the statement that it did 
not take part in the battle or Long 
Island and the defence of Ft. Wushlog. 
too, but wont directly unc.let Drig,.Qeo, 
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Thompson to Canada by· way ot tho 
Hudson river and Alhany, and was there 
for the most part captured, The ac• 
count itself states that some o( the com• 
panies of the l!"'irtb must have been In 
Philadelphia In February, and It Is not 
probable that they would have marched 
to Carlisle, and liack again to Phlladel• 
phla, According to M11g11w1s own state• 
ment he bad his "new raised regiment 
as soon as possible In very good dis• 
cipllue and on the 12th of ,Tuns was 
ordered with the regiment from f>hila• 
delphia to New York/' where it arrived 
between the 20th and 25th or June. 

DIGOINO AT Fr, WASHINGTON, 

A few da)·s afterward It was marched 
with Sbee's battalion ·'towards Kings, 
bridge, and encamped on the ground on 
which Ft. \\' ashington was erected." 
They formed part or the command or 
General Miffiin, and began on the con• 
structlon or the fort under direction of 
Col, Rufus Putman as engineer. It may 
be of some local interest to know, that 
this Colonel Putman had a son, Edwin, 
who was JZraduated at Dickinson, in the 
class of 1797. 

Magaw's and Shea's battalions, the 
latter soon to be commanded by Cad• 
wallader, were not only closely assoclat• 
ed lo the construction or the fort but in 
all the subsequent operations up to the 
capitulation. Shea's battalion was com• 
posed largely or arlstocratlo Phlfndel• 
phlaos, Thero was a Captain Graydon 
lo this baltallon, \\0ho was a gentleman 
or floe literary ablllty as well as a careful 
and impartial observer. He has given a 
detailed account of all the occurrences 
in conneotlon with Ft. Wasblogton, lo · 
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what he ·modcatly styles, "Memoirs of a 
Ure, prioolpnlly passed in Peon·sylvaoia.'' 
without name on the title page, but 
known to be by Alexander Graydon. It 
has been pronounced, 11a production 
rich in the various exoellenoles of style, 
description and frupartlallty," and I 
would add that, where his aristocratic 
tendencies, or predjudlces are not in• 
valved, of the highest reliability, and 
furnishes data obtainable from no other 
source, which are readily recognizable In 
our best histories. Io a few weeks they 
bad produced immense mounds of earth, 
resulting in a fort of five bastions. Ho 
found that the dry weather and dust 
gave them the appearance of scavengers 
sadly at variance with neatoes, of person 
of which Colonel Shee was an entbusias• 
tio admirer. 

,vhilst the work of digging, Jmprob11s 
Labor, as Orardon terms it, may havo 
seemed uosoldierly and have been un­
congenial to tho arl:1tocratio Pbllad,,J. 
phlaos, one writer remarks that to tha 
men of the Fifth reulmcnt, the hardy 
frontiersmen of the Cumberland Valley 
ft was no novelty, which may be correct, 
except as to locality to which he credits 
them. 

DRITISII FJ.l~grs AND HESSIANS RRTREAT 

FRO!II I.ONO JIILANI>, 

But events were transpiring elsewhere 
that Graydon felt were soon to give 
them more congeolnl occupation nod 
give them the post of honor In ooo of 
the most famous military movomeots. 

The forct!cl evacuation of Boston by 
Gen. Howe, March 17, 1776, whlh,t the 
occasion or great r<'Jolclog In the Colonies 
aud humllilltlng to tho DrlUsb army, dkl 
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not oven orlppto lt, but released lt, trltb 
the large fleet at its command for trans• 
f P.r to Sf'me other field. Where will It 
turn up? Was the anxious question to 
Washington. New York seemed the 
must probable objective point, the key 
to the continent, the depot of suppllr.s. 
To it he rapidly transferred his army, 
where It arrived April 16th. Oo ,June 
29th, 40 sail and 6 transports brought 
Gen. Howe with more than 10,000 troopt, 
which were landed on Staten Island, 
July Srd. Admiral Howe with his fleet 
and troops urlved from England July 
12th, and by other acUltions the force 
was brought up to more than 14,000, to 
which Sir Henry Clinton with his fleet, 
returning from his unsuccessful attack 
on Charleston added more than 8,000 
more with other additions making the 
army about 80,000 men. But the most 
significant fact of all was that among 
thPse were the first foreign mcrcenaries-
18,000 HcsshlDs, 4,000 Bruoswlckers and 
others. They were not altogether unex­
pected, thanks to the dispatches brought 
by the captured riflemao, before alluded 
to. 

Washington's army all told, including 
raw levies and mllltia was 27,000 scattered 
at distant points. Oen. Greene was in 
command at Brooklyn, Long Island. ln 
the battle of Long Island on the 27th, 
Hand's battalion, Thompson's old rifle 
battalion, was the ftrst to engage the 
Hessians, and wtts driven back by great• 
ly superior numbers. The evening of 
that day found the army shattered and 
dispirited behlod the entrenchments on 
Brooklyn HeiRhlS with the victorious 
enemy within musket shot In front, 
izpreaa .WN ,oat requirJor . th.o Im• 
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mediate march of Shee's nod Magaw•a 
regiments from 14 .. t. \Vt1shinJ(ton. 1'hcy 
seaobed the city, which was "11 scene of 
tumult, confus1on and dlsma)'," under 
orilers to cross the East river by break 
of day. They crossed early next morn• 
Ing, uuder command of Gen. Mifllio, 
with Glover's Massachu11etts regiments, 
there they "inspired no inconsiderable 
degree of conflJence. The faces thut 
hlld been saddened by the disasters of 
yesterday nssumed a gleam of anima• 
lion." They were posted but a few 
hundred paces from tho enemy. Arter 
continual skirruishiug they were orJerccl 
at dark, on the 29th, to bold themselves 
In readiness for 11 ulght attack upon tho 
enemy. 'fhis was intended to conceal 
the retreat from Long Jslaod. Gen. 
Mifflin bad rnroestly nd\'ocaled tho 
retreat, and only asked tho rear lo cnso 
of retreat, the ,•no If lo notion. During 
that eventful night the billtnlloos of 
Shco and Magaw WC'ro only aware of a 
"deep murmur in tho camp'' which in, 
dlcated a mo,·erocnt towal'd tho river. 
Se,·ero as this test wns for these troops, 
of holding the rear of a retreating nrmr, 
whilst n 11 ,·ictorlous army in o,·erwhelm, 
log uumbrrs wos so near that they were 
heard at work with their pick-axes t1od 
sho,·els It was made more trying by an 
error in orders by an adjutant, which 
impea·llled tho whole movement, nncl 
caused Washington great anxiety. 
Gen. Heath wrote, "Whoo,·er bus seen 
troops in a similar situation, or duly 
contemplates the human heart in such 
trli,ls, will know how to appreciate tho 
conduct of those brave men on this 
occasion." The great retreat from Long 
Island was accowplltibcd. ~arly PP¥t 
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morning the Drttish outposts saw only 
the rear guard of the retrratlng ar.ny, 
out of reach of their fire. It bns been 
well said thlll: ''The withdrnwal of a 
defeated, dispirited and undisciplloccl 
army, of 9,000 men from tho view of an 
able nod experienced officer, and to 
transport them with their military stores, 
provisions, artillery and horsl's, across a 
wide and navigahlti river, watched by a 
numerous anti \'igi111ot fleet, ranks the 
retreat from Long Island justly among 
those skillful maneuvers llmt distinguish 
n master In the art of war." We cun 
well be proud of tho part tnken by Cum• 
berlnnd county in this memorttble e,·cnt. 
\'OHK ISLAND ABANDONED, FT. \l'ASIIINOTON 

TO DE IIEl,D, 

Dut this wus merely prelimlunry to 
even more honornble service. Wnsh• 
lugton soon saw tho necessity of tho 
ultimate ahandonmE>nt of NcN Yo1 k on 
account of the vnst superiorit)' lo uum. 
bt•rs of tho well discl1>llneJ veteran 
troops opposed to him, aud realized tho 
risk of being coopNI up In it by the nld 
of tho powerful 0eot, which not only 
held his front, but mcnucccl his sides 
and even his rear. At a council of Wl\r, 

Sept, 7, Wnshlngtou Inclined to the 
evacuation of tho city. Gou, Greene, 
who was sick, b)' letter ndvoc11ted not 
tho nbaodonmont. or the clt.y, but of tho 
whole Island ancl ndvlscd the burning or 
the city and its suburbs to prevent Its 
affording shelter to the Brliish army, 
Strange l\nd mdic11I ns thb proposition 
may seem, it bad many ndvooates, and 
Wnshlogton was not altogether adverse 
to it, nut Congress forbade it. On 
Sept. 10, CooRrells allowed Wnshit1t1lon 
dlsorctloo 11s to tho ab11udoomcot or the 
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oily; nnd on 3ept. 18, a Council of War 
decided that it was absolutely oece.ssary 
to withdraw from the city, but the 
central of the east sitle of the Hudson 
was not to be gh•en up. 

After Drltish w11r vessels, on the 16th 
lo tho North river, had stopped move• 
meat of stores from the city by water, 
nud troops from the East river had 
defeated the militia f o skirmishes, the 
army hastily abandoned New York, 
with the loss or all the heavy artlller)', 
and a large portion of the baggage, 
prO\·islon and military stores. Tho 
battalions of Shee and Magaw, after tho 
retreat from Long Island, encamped 
about 18 miles above ~cw York, without 
tents or shelter of any kind and joined 
by other portions of the army were 
p:stcd on tho heights near Ft. Wash• 
ington until tho middle of October. 
Howe's ucth·lty, maulfcstocl in passing 
vessels up the North river, Oct. 0th, nod 
l;mdlng troops from Long Island Sound, 
Oct. 12th, lr.d to the determination by a 
Council or Wur, Oct. 16th, to abandon 
York Island, except Ft. Washington, 
This \\'RS left to be held by Col. Magaw 
with !lbout 2,000 men. This was con• 
trnry to the exµrcssccl Judgment of 
Wnshlogton and some or his best 
generals, but the known wish of Con• 
gress had great influence lo reaching 
tho conclusion. 

The cxnot silo of this fort hlls recently 
been deit•rmlned with great care, from 
tho smnll remnants of the bastions, at 
about Elovcuth a\•couo and 118th street., 
aud lms hel'n sult11bly marked, The 
house of J.tmes Gordon Bennet 19 close 
to the N. bnstloo. At that limo tho 
wllolo of tho uppor pnrt or Maubuttao, 
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or York Tslaod RS it wa1 more genE>rally 
called, was a narrow, wild, wooded, 
rough elevated plain, rising abruptly 
about 200 ft.>et ubo,•e the Hudson on the 
west, and nearly the s1tme helgM above 
the Harlem creek, on the enst, separated 
from the southern part of the island by 
the plains of Harlem, and stretching 
with no nverage width of three quarters 
or a mile, about four mlles to Kings• 
bridge, across the Spuyteu Duyvel crel'k, 
that forms York Island. 

Over it passed the Kingsroud, now 
Droa(hrny, fr~m New York to tho north, 
picking its way along the little vallc)'S 
around tho bills of this end. As early 
as Jan. 10, 1776, Wushiugton had sent 
Lord Stirling to exarulue positions for 
defence around New York and along 
the Hudson. Gen. Lee w11s commis­
sioned for the same purpose. Ou Juno 
7th, Generals Greeno and Knox recon­
noitered the ground at that spot and 
named a fort to be erected there, Foa·t 
Wnshiogton. In the middle of June, 
Wu.31tfngton reconnoitered the place 
himself on horsebuck, nod loCllled tho 
fortification. It was about that tlruo 
that we found Mugaw's battnlion nrrlv• 
Ing and put lo work digRing, from which 
they were tcmpoNrlly taken to cover 
the retreat from Loog Isl11nd. This 
polnt wus tho highest polnt on tho 
Hudsou. The whole rhlge was c11lled 
Mt. Wnshington. A projecting point nt 
the base narrowed tho channel of tho 
river somewhnt. It was thus udopted 
by 011ture to commnnd the pnss 1ge of 
tho rlver. But nccordln t lo Graydon, 
tho fort wus not cnUUed, as fl\r as ho 
could judge, to tho name or a fortress In 
in any degree cup11ble of sustah1lng 11 
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aiPge, It wns nn open earth-constrno, 
tiou, without barracks or casemates, 
without a ditch of any cousequcnce, nud 
required no parallels to approach it, it 
being nt once within reach of lbe as• 
sailants 

WAH SHIPS PASS THE FORT A:SD 

OBSTRUCTIONS, 

But even before' the call of tho regi• 
mcnt to co,·er the retreat from Loug 
Isl,rnd it bud been demonstr,tted that 
tho river was not to be controlled by 
constructing fortifications. Two ,·essels 
of the fleet of Admiral Howe, which hnd 
been sighted on July 12th, soon cnmo 
boldly up the bay, passed up the Burlson 
unmindful of batteries on either side, 
only replying to their fire with broad 
sides, up part l<'t. W ,shlngton, which 
had been notified by Wu<Jhington, by 
express, of their cominJ!, utJhnrmed, 
although every gun wns trnined on them 

Their dt•cks wl'fe protected by sand 
bags. At Ft. Washington the question 
now wns, how to pro,·ent their return, ns 
well as the pass11go of others up tho 
river. Gcneml Israel Putnam, not the 
engineer, devised a plan of obstruction 
by means of sunken \'l'ssrls. ~Iiflliu 11nd 
his regiments nt once entered into it. 
Surn~ys of tho rher wore completed by 
July 21st. Vcs~cls with tall mnsts, 
t'hnlned together, were to be sunk, 
Digging gnvo WR)' to hnullog stones to 
lol\d tho hulks. By August 5, thrl'o 
wore sunk, The frigates nho,·e woro 
attncked lo DlRtl)' ways; flnnlly by flre 
boats. But, August 18, they passed 
bnok down tho ri\•er, throu,zh un open, 
ing In tho ohstruotious, which was to 
bn,·o been closed iu a fllw days, uuln• 
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jured by a furious fire from the fort. 
The work went ou. Another scheme 
was presented to Congress, by an en­
thusiastic individual and Washington 
was instructed to carry It out. Four­
teen fire ships of special construction 
were to be sent down among the enemy's 
fleet and a simultaneous attack to l:e 
made by land. ~luch work bad been 
done, but it fell through for want of 
time and other reasons. After the 
battle of Long hland, even greater 
anxiety was felt to secure the control of 
the Hudson. Four more ships were 
sunk in such a way that the obstructions 
were commanded by the fort. A s oo(l 
was on band with a submarine explo!h'e 
machine to blow up the war ships-a 
sort of torpedo boat, a favorite scheme 
of Putnam's. Four galleys, mounted 
with heavy guns, were stationed at the 
obstruction; more ships were on hand 
ready to be sunk. But ut 8 a.m. Oct. 9, 
the Phoenix, Roebuck and Tartar with 
their tenders, stood up the river toward 
the fort. The galleys, the vessels in­
tended to he suuk, the sloop with the 
submarine machine, all got under way 
in ho8le. The warships broke through 
the obstructions as if they were cob• 
webs, in spite of the vigorous fire from 
all the batteries, as the Americans 
thought at the time without injury, but 
as the British admitted with three 
officers and six men killed and eighteen 
wounded and much damnge to the masts 
and rigging. They continued up tho 
river capturing and devastating, causing 
great anxiety up as far as the Highlands. 
Militia were called out, Wttshingtoo dis• 
patched artillery. The excitement may 
be inferred from a letter of John Jay to 



39 

Rutledge, a member of the War Board, 
saying "I would have fast spring 
desolated all Long Island, Staten Island 
and the cit)', and county of New York, 
and all that part of West Chester county 
that Hes be!ow the Highlands." He 
would have shallowerl the Hudson, h)' 
filling it with stone, so that war vessels 
could not a,nss, etc. Congress met the 
incursion by a resolution directing 
Washington by every art and at what• 
ever expense to obstruct effectually the 
navigation of the North Ri\'Cr, between 
Ft. Washington and Ft. Lee on the 
Jersey side opposite. 

MAGAW APPOINTED TO DEPEND FORT 

WASH INOTOS', 

Geo. Howe, assured now of ability to 
pass up the North river at pleasure with 
his vessels and troops, put in motion 
the other part of his scheme to bug tho 
Old l<'ox by lauding forces, Oct. 12th, on 
tho east side of the island. Wu~hington 
at once 010\·ed to check his ad,·ance. 
There were actions that were more than 
mere skirmishes. Councils of War \\'ere 
helcl, but without unanimity; but that 
of Oct. 10th, at which all the Major 
Generals and Brigadier Gener11ls were 
present, except Greene, finally acted in 
accordance with Washington's judge­
ment, in so far at lrast, that the ohstruc• 
lions at Ft. Washington having proved 
Insufficient and the enemy's force now 
being in their rear on the cast sicle, 
making it impossible to prevent the 
enemy from cutting off their communi• 
cations, and compelling them lo fight at 
a disadvantage, or surrender at discre­
tion, they agreed to evacuate New York 
Island, but in dcforenoe to tho wish of 
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Congress, which had great lufluence 
with geoer:ils, decidf"d that cc Fort Wash• 
lngtou be retained us long as possihle." 

This was 11 post of daoger a:1<1 of honor 
for which them were always uspimnts. 
Doubtless in this case there were others 
who might have claimed it. Washing-­
ton had doubtless frt.>quentl}' to quiet 
very n11tural rivalrirs of this ~incl. fo 
bis order assigning Mngaw, and gh·ing 
him his iostructioos, he asks that "the 
reasons of Magaw'~ appointment to the 
command at that post" be made known 
to another Colonel, whoso rej?iment it 
was found necess,tr)' to keep there. 
According to Chief Justice ~larshull, in 
his life of W11~hington 1 the command 
was given to Col. Magaw, 1111 hrarn and 
intelligent officer, in whom great con­
fld,rnce was pluceJ. 11 He had at first 
about 1400 troops, among them the 8rd 
nod 6th Peousylvania rt>girneuts, now 
under Cadw,tlladcr aud Magaw, to which 
others were added, bringing the number 
at the time of the C;tpitulation up to 
2800. 

PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS. 

Dy Oot. 23rd, Wnshington had stntion• 
ed himself in a fortified compact White 
Plnins, bcyoo<l KingsbritJgo, after a 
series of movements Md skirmishes. 
Oct. 25th, 1-Iowo mo\·ecl toward White 
Plains, on the 27th British troops made 
aa attack on the post on Harlem Heights 
nod :\lagaw sent troops from tho fort to 
aid. Quite au engagement ensued, in 
which Magaw checked tho British 
advance. At tho same time two war 
ships attempted to pass Forts Washing• 
ton and Lee. 

'fhe forces were hurried from tho fort 
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into the southern lioe of defence, Thb 
ships came abreast of the first lioes and 
poured an enfilading Ore into them. 
Magaw dragged down one or his eighteen 
pounders from the fort to the point 
immediately below, and at shorter range, 
with double sbatted charges opened 
upon the ships, and soon reduced one or 
them almost to a wreck. They got off 
with difficulty. On tho land side, where 
the attack was met effectively, the 
repulse or the ships caused the with­
drawal of the attacking forces, 

During this attack, General Greene, 
who was at Ft. Lee in general com• 
mand, was with Magaw, but only as a 
spectator, as he was so well pleased with 
Magaw's management. He says: "Col. 
Magaw h!ld so happily disposed and 
arranged his men as to put the British 
out of conceit with their original in­
tentions." In his report he remarks: 
"Our artillery behaved incompar,ibly 
well. Col. Magaw Is charmed with their 
conduct In firing at the ship and in the 
field." The battle at White Plains oc­
curred the next day, followed by Wash• 
ingtoo's withdrawal, on the 81st, to the 
heights of North Castle, five miles above, 
where Howe gave up his intention of 
attacking him, with bis vastly superior 
forces, and, Nov. 4th, decamped from 
in froot of Washington's position, 
moving down the Hudson; and io three 
days all the British and Hessi11ns were 
gone, leaving Washington with divided 
anxiety between the s11rt'ty or Ft. Wush• 
iogton, and its garrison, and a move• 
ment of Howe into New Jersey and on 
to Phillldelphill the latter or course 
more serious, as· the former could be 
obviated. by the .withdrawal oC the gttr-
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rlson. A Council of War, Nov. 6tb, 
decided to pass a portion of th,· urrny 
into New Jersey. Wt11:1h1ugluu urt:t'd 
that Ft, Wushington woulJ utttact 
Howe's earliest atteutioo. 

November 5, two more frig,,tes pa.1Js1•d 
up past Ft. Wdshinl{ton in spite of the 
increased obstructions N ,,V1!m her 8, 
\Vashlogtoo wrote to nr,·tm,·: 11 lf we 
cannot prevent Vt·ssels p.1ssiug up, and 
the enemy are poss11ssf'll uf tht• surrou ud 
ing country, what ,·alu1hle pur11oi,•• can 
it answer to attempt tu h,,ld .1 J)OSt from 
which the expected be11ellt carnnot be 
derived? I am therefore iuclio1·d to 
think tlrnt it will not ht> prudent to 
h JZz.&rd the men an,t stores at f< .. t. Wash 
inl{too; but as you are o,, thr spot I 
leave it. to you to give such ordns re­
specting the evacuation of the 11IJce as 
you may think most ad,·isitble; and so 
far revoke the orders I-liven to Col. 
Magaw to defend It to tho last II lu the 
same letter he dirt>cteil Geo. Oreeue to 
remove all stores ut once uot nect>ssary 
for the defence. Greeuf' re,•lil'd on tho 
9th, that he did not consider the fort lo 
immediate dang(•r, tt111t Col. Mug11w 
thought it would take tht> euemy until 
the middle of Dt•cemher to cttrry It, and 
expressed the 11dvis11bilit)· or holding It. 
Wushiugtoa left North Cnslle oa the 
10th, leaving Lee there with a portion of 
tbb umy; oa thu 12th he oros~ed the 
Hudson, went Immediately to FL. Lee, 
and was greatly dis11ppol11tecl to flad 
next day that Greene had not only not 
withdrawn the troops from Ft. Wash­
ington, but had sent over additional 
troops, Col. Magaw, howe\·er, still 
thought be could hold it. 

JNVan'MBNr, ASBAOLT, BUBBBNDBB, 



4.3 
By lhis time the :fort was practloalli• 

lovested. Oa the night of No,·. 14th, 40 
fla•.hoat~ moved up the river past Ft. 
Wa!!ohingtoo int> the Harlem river. Oo 
the same date Washington wrote a letter 
from Ft. Lee to Congress showing that 
neither be nor Geo. Greene anticipated 
an immediate attack on Ft. Wai,hi11gton. 
On Nov, 16th he wrote two letteri to the 
Board of War, one from Greene's head• 
quarters, l•'t. Lee, the other from 1-fack­
eosack j in neither of which was ullusion 
made to the condition of Fl. W1tshiogtoo. 

But Howe's plan of 1tttack was rttpidly 
maturing. The arrival of the fl.1tbo111s 
on the night of the 14th, cornplt>ted them. 
Shortly after noon on the 16th, aa officer 
under a white fJJg passed ovt•r Kings• 
bridge toward the fort. Magaw sent 
down Col. Swope to meet him. He 
brought a summons to surreuclur at 
discretion, or liability according to 
military law to be put to t: e sword if 
taken by storm, am.l required an answer 
iu two hours. M1tgaw at once dispatch­
ed a note to Geo. Greene Sil)'iog we are 
determined to defood the pust or die; 
and returned the following answer to the 
summons: ". o the Adjutdnt General of 
the British army .-Sir, If I I ightlr under, 
stand the purport of your message from 
General Howe, communicated to Col. 
s~·oope, this post is to bo immediately 
surrendered or the g11rrison put to the 
sword. I mther think it is a mistake 
than a settled resolution in Oen. Howe 
to act a p11rl so unworthy of himself and 
the British nation. But give me leave 
to assure his excellency, that aotuated 
hy the must »torious cause that mankind 
evfr fought 101 I am dt>termined to de­
food Lho posL to tho very J11st extremity," 
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rt was signed, "Robert ~fagaw, Colonel 
Commanding.'' 

I give this reply in full because the 
substance only is frequently giver.. 
Washington in his report said, he sent a 
spirited reply. Graydon says, "he re­
turned the usual nuswer that he wouh.l 
defend it to the fast extremity;" whilst 
in the latest up-to.date history of Fiske, 
it is given, be replied, "if )'OU want it 
come and take it." Tbis savors of im­
pulse and bruado, compared with the 
serious dignity of Magaw's reply. The 
latter, too, comparts better with the 
following from bis order of the day, of 
Nov. 2nd: "The officers of the several 
guards to recommend the greatest alert• 
ness to their Centioels, at this time and 
place the most dangerous, important and 
honorable post that perhaps Americans 
were ever placed in. The liberty of this 
great and free Continent may in great 
measure depend on our vigilance and 
bravery." 

Gen. Greene sent over reinforcements 
Rt once from Ft. Lee and sent an ex­
press to Wa!Shiogton, who was at Hack• 
eusack. He came immediately to J."t. 
Lee. Finding that Generals Lee and 
Putnam had gone o,·er to ~,t. Washing• 
ton, he took boat at 9 o'clock for the 
fort, but met Greene aod Putnam mid­
way the river on their return, rhey 
reported the garrison in good spirits and 
assured him it would make a iood de­
fence and SU!ceeded in persuading him 
to return. The next. morning, Nov. l6, 
before day-break, Magaw took a position 
from which be could control the whole 
and made disposition of his troops to 
meet the oncoming assttult Ho dis· 
tributed ~is Huie force to the different, 
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outlyiort fortified positions. ~he thr~e· 
Jines or defence on the south, from the 
Hudson to the Harlem, were ussigued to 
the regiments orCad~·alluder and Ma.{aw, 
the latter under Licut.-Col. Penrose, 
with companies from Miles' aud some 
other battali. ,os. The little three gun 
fort on the north end or the rock)' rid1e. 
was given to Uawlins with his Maryland 
riflemen. The lontr line on the east, on 
the steep sides of the Harlem river, was 
assigned to Col. 8.1xter,ol Buckscounty, 
and the Flying Camp. Fur complete 
list of names worthy of meut100 1 re• 
feronce oao only be made to fuller no 
counts, we will only add those of Vol. 
Watts, Lieut. Col \Villi.tm Butler, ~loot­
gomery, ·r11om.1~ Bull 1mJ Col. Haslett 
with his Delaware Boys. 

The British pl 10 included four simul­
taneous attacks. That on the Suuth was 
made by artillery between 7 and 8 o'clock 
from the other side of the ll,trlem river. 
They soon approached in grt•at force, 
some coming down tho Harlem in flat­
boats. During the hour and 11 h.tlf that 
thli fight was going on, Gt•n1•ral Wush• 
ington, aud Generals Putuam, Greene 
nod Mercer came o,·er from l<'t, Lee, 
viewed tho positions of tho troops, 11ud 
the operations of the enemy in that 
quarter. As Urt•oue reliates, "there we 
all stood in ll very nwkward pusiliou, us 
lhe dispositions were mude and the 
enemy advancioll, we durst not utteropt 
any new dispm,itlon, Indeed we s1lW 

nothing amiss. 11 They all urged \Vush• 
ingtoo to come off. A writer quoted by 
Graydon, as an undoubted llUthorlty, 
says, "It is a fact not gt1ner1llly known 
that tlrn British took p >ssession of the 
very spot. ou wb,oh t.boy sLoud iu. 16 
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mlnutea after the)' left. •i 
But it was on the north that the 

decisive couilict took place. Rawlins 
was attacked sometime later In the 
morning by Gen. Koyphausen and his 
division of Hessians. The German Gen­
eral had asked it as a special fa, or that 
he might lead the main nttack at. the 
head of German re~irueats, exclusi,·ely. 
Tho ground was rough nod wooded. 
130th sides fought witlt great stubbor­
ness. The losses of the llt.issians were 
the grMter, as again and again the)' at• 
tackc~d the iutreuchmeols nod were re­
pulsed. But numhers finally prevailed 
and th11y curried the crest of the bill. 
'J'ho rifles of the Americans hlld become 
too foul for u,e. Knyphauseu reacht>d 
position 100 yards from the fort nod sent 
a sccoud sulllmoos to surrer,dt•r. Toe 
fort was crowded with troops that had 
b1ien driven in from difft!rtmt. points. 
~IHgaw asked four hours time, hut wu:i 
allowed only half hour. A council of 
war decided that as their supply of water 
was cut oft' and the fort was incllpahle of 
defence, to surrender at discrellon. 

: During the final assault of the Hes• 
sfans, in nearing the fort, Wushiugton 
was a spectator from tho heigt1ts op­
posite and saw his soldiers bayouetted 
by the Hessians, infuriated by t.he stub• 
born resistance. It is said the sight 
drew tears to his eyes. The following 
description is by a German officer. 
When the hlllf hour was up, the com­
mander, Magaw, came hlmsetr, and his 
fate seemed hard to him. The officer 
told him Geo. Koyphlluseo was 100 
paces oft', and he should come with him, 
under his safo conduct, and see if be 
·would give him beuer terms. But with-
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out result. The men marched out be• 
tween a double line of greo11diers1 gave 
up their yellow, blue and white banners, 
on which Knyphausen looked with dis• 
daln, The prisoners were not only 
matter of curiosity, but of abuse, Ac­
cording to Or11ydon 1 "the term rebel, 
with the epithet "dammed" before it waa 
the mildest they received." He narrates 
that when be was captun•d, outside of 
the fort, an officer rodo up at full gallop 
and exclaimed: "Wuatl taking ptilwnersl 
Kill them, kill every man of them!" 
Graydon, litkiug off his hat and saying: 
"Sir, 1 put mys~lf under your proteo• 
tioo ;" his manner was softened nt once, 
They were murchud to New York, the 
story of the prison ship is too notorious 
to be re11oatell. 'fhere were some bum• 
erous incidents of course, one showing 
that they ,rnro not nll Scotch-Irish at 
least. 'fhe enumerating officer coming 
where the A mericao offioers were collect• 
ed, came upon "a lit.tie squat militia 
officer from York county," as described 
by Graydon. "You are an officer, Sir?" 
he said lo a questioning manner. "Yes," 
he answered, 11 Your rank, Sir?" With 
a significant smile, tho reply was, "I am 
a Keppen,,, 

But before we go further there are one 
or two points to b3 noted. It is evident 
that the rapidity of Howe's movement 
was a surprise, Even the day before the 
summons, that event seemed remote in 
Washington's mind. Howe•s extreme 
caution in attaokiug fortified positions, 
after bis experience at Bunker Hill, as 
shown at Brooklyn and White Plains, 
seems to have left him. His movement 
on }i"ort WaF'-ilogton was made with a 
oelt3llty, oonnaonce·, .. and directness not 
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io keeping with his character. Otaydon 
lo his memoirs, published io 1812, ex­
pressed a surmise of treason, which bas 
sinoe become demonstrated fact by 
dooumentssioce discovered. The treason 
of Demont accounts for it. He was ad• 
jutamt of Magaw's own regiment, and 
enjoyed his fullest confidence He bad 
beeo appointed by the Committee of 
Safety of Peoosylvania He was intel• 
ligent. He desPrte,t to the British lines 
with complete plans and information in 
regard to every detttil of the position, 
tbttt enabled Howe to plan and execute 
his plans with absolute certttinty, with 
theoverwhelmln~ forces at hisoommand, 
that Washington could not have looked 
for. Another question that arises is: 
Why Washington allowed himself to be 
over ruled iut\, holding the post against 
his positive and ex pressed judgement? 
It must be home in mind that, up to 
that time, WaHhiogton was limited lo his 
powers as Commander-in-Chief, by a 
Committee of Congress and the Councils 
of War of his generals; and the latter 
were largely, though unconsciously, in­
ftllenced by the k oowo and positively 
expressed views oC Congress. One great 
com pensatioo for thr.se series of disasters 
was the early deposit of all military 
power. unreservedly in the bands of 
Washington. There is another little in­
cident, not of bhtb importance, but 
rather of romatic interest. Io the little 
redoubt, where Koyphauseo led bis 
attack, there was a great lack ofartlllery­
men-one now beiog required to do the 
work of four. 

John Corbin, of York County, at one 
<Jf the guns wo.a killed, Hi& wife, Mar-
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gare~ Corbin,•. by -h~. a1.i~,· hel~c.d . to 
serve the gun, untll she fell, struck 
by three grape shot. Her services and 
heroism we!'e recognized at once by 
the State, and by Cong·ress. 

The fort, renamed Fort Knyphausen, 
in honor of its captor, was repossessed 
by the Americans Nov. 26, 1783. In 
IDnglaud amld their rejoicing they dld 
not conceal their admiration for the 
defender. One newspaper said of the 
defen£e that "It was conducted with 
infinite spirit by Col. Magaw;" an­
other that "Col. l\lagaw made offer of 
capitulation under fire of the cannon, 
with a musquet of each other, mutual­
ly agreeing that a gun should not -be 
discharged." To be sure there were 
parvanimous ones who foun:d their 
opportunity to speak otherwise. Thus 
one "who had long admired the mar­
tial s1>lrlt of the Amcrlf.lans" "highly 
applauds their new Invention of de­
fending their strongholds to the last 
extremity, by laying down Utelr arms," 
This he thinks nn Improvement in the 
art of war. But among hls country­
men his bravery had never been ques­
tioned. 

Judge Steele, in concluding his ad­
dress at the dedlcatton of the monu­
ment at the site of the fort, Nov. 16, 
1901, said: "The most gallant figure 
of the Revolution, to my mind, ts 
Colonel Magaw; and I say that, well 
remembe1·lng Putnam and Warren at 
Bunker Hill, and Anthony Wayne at 
Stony Polnt, an!J Alexander Hamilton 
at Yorlttown. But Colonel Magaw 
held the fort hero against overwhelm­
.Ing b!)ds ilnd .a~lnst .a uuro tl~eat. 
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C~lcr~cl Magaw,· to my mind, .at.a~ 
out as the sublime personal hero ·or 
the Revolution." 

Prisoner on J,ong Jsland-Jfarrfage­
Exch.ango 

But to return to :our hero, Magaw 
and the other omc-0rs were sent to 
Long Island, Flatbush, Gravesend and 
other places, where they were allowed 
many prlvlleges and enjoyed as much 
ot life as their condition ns prisoners 
would alloy;_ Obstacles continually 
arose to their exchange. Graydon we:1 
gives rnnt to their longings for lib­
erty and home and restoration to their 
places in tho army. Even threats of 
ten".llng them to England had some­
thing of relief in them. Sttll ns the 
111anths and years rolled on they be­
gan to be at home among tho proud 
old Dutch famtlios, that talked Knick­
erbocker Dutch, and held their bends 
high. Col. Magow In the meantime 
became Intimate fn the famtly of Rut. 
gort Van Brunt, a prominent citizen, 
for several years sheriff of the county, 
a ~olonel in the mtlltfa, and member 
ot the Now York Assembly, who Jived 
on hlo farm near Gravesend, Long 
Island. His daughter Maretje (Mar­
rltle, Marietta) a prepossessing, well 
educat-0d young lady, a brlllfa.nt con­
versatlonallst, and patriotic with all,­
well-ln short she became Mrs. Col .. 
onel Magow, Aprtl 1779, at the age of 
17, and at the time was regarded as 
one of the handsomest women on J..011g 
Islan'.1.. He was not exchanged unttl 
niore 'than a Y8a4' 11&:ter, as, the follow .. 
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!ng tr~Mor-lpt of the dac\lment allows, 
which also· included his friend and 
fellow townsman Gen. Wm. Thomp­
son :-"I Joshua Loring, Esq., British 
Commissary e,f Prisoners do certify 
for and In behalf of his Excellency 
Sir Henry Clinton, that Brigadier 
General Thompson, Col. Magaw and 
Lieut. Laurens, American prisoners of 
war, are exchanged by composltlon 
according to the tariff or valuation 
settled and adjudged as reasonable by 
the Commissioners British and Amer­
ican nt the last meeting held at Am­
bov In March, 1780, against Major 
General Riedesel, of the Tirunswtck 
troops of the Convention of Sara­
toga 25th C.~t., 1780." Col. Maga.w did 
not re.enter the army though eag-er 
to do so. In a letter urging his claims 
ho writes: "As the commissions I had 
tho honor to bear were unsolicited on 
my part, and the motives to act under 
them , Jlely the good of my country; 
if my services shall be deemed further 
necessary for that purpose, shall con­
tln ue tu the army, provided the rank 
I am now entitled to, Is secured. 
Otherwise In Case of an Exchange 
shall return to my former profession 
with a firm determination that when­
ever the liberties of my country shall 
call for my mite, my life and property 
shall be devoted to do Its service­
Independent of rank or other olrcum .. 
stance." He was, during his captivity, 
made Colonel of the Sixth Pennsyl. 
v.anla Une, from which he was .re­
tlr~J, at his request, Jan. 1, 1781. As 
Graydon says: "As to officers all the 
roglments .were· not ouly· wmpl~te but 
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c-,,crflow-lng; ·and UPotl the r&.otganl .. 
zatlon of the army there were a great 
many supernumernrles. or this de. 
scrlptlon those who were taken at 
Fort Washington emphatically were. 
Thoy were f.lonsldered as extinct. and 
their places had been supplied by 
others!' "It was evident that a re­
lnstntemen t in tho rank to which they 
were entitled by seniority was not to 
t,e ottected without extreme embar­
rasEment and injury to the service." 

ncturn to rnrUslo 

Co]. ~laga w nnd ltis wife, therefore, 
on his exchange, removed to their 
home In Carlisle, and tradition has it 
that she was the life of that coterie 
of women which made the town's so­
ciety so delightful. Whllst he re-ac­
quired a large practice in his prof rs. 
sion he took a leading interest ia 
everything relating to -town and tho 
county. He organize.i a mtlttary com­
pany. He waa a member of the Legis­
lature. 

In the grant by the Penns of the 
lot of ground on Pomfret street, on 
which was erected the so.called "Old 
College," now occupied by the Ham­
tlton School House, to Trustees for a 
Grammar School, Magow's name ap. 
pears a,mong the Trustees. He was 
one of the original members of tho 
Board of Trustees· of Dloklnson Col­
lege. As to his fJhuroh relations there 
ts . nothing very definite, Dr .. Wing in 
bis very complete and Interesting 
"History or the First Presbyterian 
Chu-tch .ln Carllele,". ,vbleh ia. ·in. fact, 
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a· hifitory · ot early Pt&sby.terlant~m 
west of the Susquehanna, gives sketch­
es or many prominent men ot that 
period among 'them Magaw, and re­
marks, "These men were nearly all 
connected with the Presbyterian con­
gregations In Carlisle" and in another 
place, in the list of contributors to 
Rev. Steele's church, about 1773, the 
name or Hobert Magaw ls found; to 
them facts may be added the other 
thnt nt his burial a discourse was de­
Jivcrt'd by the Rev. Dr. Davidson, Pas­
.Jr of the First Presbyterian Church; 
so that It Is probable that he was con­
nected with that church. A fact that 
might suggest a rjffl'crent chuooh con­
nection, recently called to my atten­
tion, is that when he was taken seri­
ously lll, shortly after the surrender, 
whUst a prisoner In New York, he 
was vlsltell by Rev. Charles Ing·lls 
(Episcopal-Trinity Parish) who, Dec. 
8, 1776, wrote that he was acquainted 
with the Colonel, adding: "He ls now 
recovering and I flatter myself, past 
danger." 

His characteristic signature appears 
as a witness to tho first contract tor 
the building or the Old Stone Church 
on the square-1769-, but •RB the con­
tract le in his handwriting, he may 
have simply acted as attorney in the 
cnse. 

As an evidence of active interest in 
purely social matters is the appear. 
nnf.lo or his bold signature, almost at 
the head of the 11st, containing many 
oUter prominent names of subscribers 
to the Rules and Regulations of the 
Dancing As81llllbl:, of •the tow.n. One 
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ever, lfmits the age under which a 
lady mny not be invited. In Philadel­
phia Assembly tt ts 18, I belteve. But 
we have seen l\TarrltUe Van Brunt wa·s 
marrhd at 17. 

Ho resided in the house on the 
southeast corner of the Square, on 
H:movcr street, rind nlso owned the 
house adjoining on the south. The 
latrcr is lntere:)ting ns JlnVlng been 
occupiecl by Waehlngton during the 
'.\'11:skey Insurrc~t!on, ns it happene;l 
to tie unoccupied at that tfme. He 
took his meals, however, at a house, 
row Fnnk1tn HOUf;C, on tho OPJlOBite 

slc!e of the street. Dr. Nisbet, tho 
Prrsldent of the College, nlso occupied 
It for a sllort time. On the map of 
Carlisle, by Judge Creigh, ln 1761, lot 
No. 210, on the south side of Er~t 
Pomfret street, is marked "R. Magaw." 
It does not follow that this lot was In 
his possession ln 1764, as tho namo 
might have been inserted after that 
date. He also had a plantation near 
the town. 

Death-llnrlnl In Ute "01t1 Gravorartl" 

His death occurred suddenly, Jan. 
6th, 1790, at the early age of 52 years. 
It affected greatly the whole commun­
ity. He was described as an eminent 
attorney, and an amiable and benevo­
lent gentleman: that by a singular 
follotty he llved and dted without a 
foe. Hts funeral has been dcscrlbod 
in several aooounts, but In a general 
way, so that I hnve taken pains to 
get tho full account from .. what I be. 
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Ho·,a. to bo tho only copy of Kline's 
Carlisle Gazette of Jan. 13, 1790, and 
give it without correction of typo. 
graphical or other errors, as lt ls 
sometimes misquoted, and has an Im­
portant bearing on the determination 
of his unmarked place of burial. 

Carlisle, Jan, 18. 
On \\.cdncs1iny evening last the re. 

mnlnfl or the late Robert Magaw, Esq. 
W!ls rntcrcd at the burial place near 
this town. The funeral was perhaps 
the most rcs1rnctable ever seen here. 
The following was the order of pro­
c0~sion: 

'1'1·001> of horse clismountcd, 
:\lusic, 

Corps of Infantry, lat<'ly commanded 
by Col. ).fagaw, 

Clergy, 
Phys(ci:tns 

Tho Body-Pall supported by six 
licntlcmon, Jute Off\cers of 

tho American Army 
'frustces and Faculty or Dickinson 

College, 
.Justlc~s of tho Court of Common Pleas, 

Attorneys at Laws, 
Students or Dickinson CoUegP 

Officers of the County, and Prlnrvlpal 
Ofllccrs or the Borough or Carlisle 

Citizens 
:\Jtnuto guns were fired by the Ar­

tlllory during tho procession. At the 
grave a pathetic discourse was delh•­
or1Y~ by tho Rev. Doctor Davidson. 
Three volltes from the Infantry closed 
the scene. 11 

His grave ls unmarked, and tho ex. 
presslon "burial place near this 
towq'_' ta not d~fi1;1lte. It h~ been In-
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torr,rotcd, in comparatively re.cent 
years to menn "Meeting House Springs 
Ora\'eyard," nbout two miles west of 
Carlisle. 'l'hcre is, however, nothing 
in tho records, traditions or history, 
or family asrnctatlons to suggest it as 
tho burial place of Colonel Magaw. 
It was first sug-r,e3tcd, rather incfdent­
n Hr by Hon. J. D. Linn, a high nutho,·­
Hy on facts of Pennsylvania history. 
In :rn nr~lcle on :\Jagaw, in 1 ~73, he 
says, "The date of his death is un­
knc.;-wn nr:d no tombstone marks h!s 
grave." But in a subsc(}uent article, 
five years tater, lH• writes, "He died 
.r r,n. 'i, 17!10, m1 d is burled in :\Ioelin :~ 
House Sprlrgs Graveyard, two mllt•!i 
west of Cat·ltslc." \\'hil3t he r1110:eR 
freely from the account, just r,inn, 
from Kline'r. Gazette, he docs no~ quote 
tho descriptive words "burl.lJ pJn.,10 
ne'.\r this town," but substitutes his 
int2r,pretatlon, Joubtl(>ss as giving 
fuller information. On careful con­
sideration of a.JI the circumstances ft 
seems probable, indeed practically cer­
r.ain, that the so-called old graveyard 
.tt ·carltsle, was meant. It could not 
have been better described at that 
time than ns "near this town." The 
lot was given to the town for burial 
purposes shortly after 1t was laid out. 
It was outside the limf ts of the town. 
At the Ume of the burial of Col. ~lagaw 
it was Reparated from the town, which 
consisted largely of two main streets, 
by unimproved lots, and it was the 
general burying ground for the town. 
Gen. Wm. Thompson, l\tagaw's warm, 
persona.I friend and former Colonel, 
and· whose· executor- Magaw was, ten 
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yc.:t..rs· h.ci'm·e, waa brought from his 
place, "Soldiers' Retreat," four miles 
west of Carlisle, and lies In a well­
mnrke·J grave In the old graveyard, 
then near, now in the Borough limits 
of Carlisle. On the other hnnd, the 
:O.Iccling House Spring graveyard was 
attached to one of the oldest Presby. 
t<'rinn Church<Js \\'('St of the Susque­
hanna, older than Carlisle. 'fhe church, 
the exact site of which Is now uncer. 
taln, was abandoned by the cong·rcga. 
ttou before 1760 for a meeting house 
in Carlisle, which was fmbscquently 
nbnndoncd for the 01<1 Stone Church 
erectC'd on the Square. The burying 
ground in connection with the church, 
grew rnplllly into disuse, except ·by 
some of the older families, who had 
plots there, nnd t,y tho time we aro 
consickrlng, 1790 was J)ractlcally nban. 
1lolleil. At tho time when :O.Iagaw 
S(\ttled In the county the church was 
abanJoned, und his wife was from 
l,ong Island so that there were no 
family consldernUons why ho should 
lmYe been burled apart from those 
among whom hc- had lived nncl by 
whom he was so highly esteemed. 

But another consldorntlon would al­
most dootde the fnn1lplfcnbtlity of the 
word "near'' h1 lhnt connection tcx 
:Meeting Houso Springs. The large 
funeral procession, in which all class­
es took part, for most part on foot, 
could hardly have gono four miles, 
thoro and baek, in mt dwfnter over a 
rough road, and have listened to a 
funeral discourse at the graYe. •raking 
It all In all, therefore, I think we aro 
juaUfiml in sating t·hat tqc heroic de. 
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it.nJqr c.J For-t ·wanhinat® r~ts In 
our Old Graveyard, where rest many 
other worthies of our country. Thnt 
his grave should be tmmarked is not 
ns exceptional as it may seem. Little 
attention seems to have been gtven to 
preservation of such records. There 
are doubtless mnny other unmarked 
crr.ves there. Evrn Er;hl'alm Illaiitt•, 
w!10.:,e desccndau ::=; continued to live 
h1 C:ullalc, lies in an unmnrkerl r,rt\Y~ 
!a c1n unknown place,. 

'I'ho <'Xccutors nnmed In his wlil, 
c!atrd Nov. 2;;, 17SfJ, were ~I:lrlett:1 
~fagaw, Rutgert Van Brunt, Georcc 
C:t,·er.l!ovcn, Samuel Ln1rJ nnd James 
l l rniL · on. 

fhlidreu 

Col. ~faJ:;:~w·s LOP(~ lsla::cl wlf,,, 
}~::rictta, al". he ca:Js her, diet! fn C .. r-
1:Llc-, Ap1·n 15th, 1soa. 

'l'hey had two children: JWzabc'.l\ 
:\fogow, born Jan. 8th, 1780, and Vnn 
Brunt ~1agow, born Sept. 2nd, 17,~3. 
Elizabeth rnnrrlcct Poter 1\IcCarthy, 
who, in spito of his nnmo, wao n 
Dutchman, or convereec\ in Dutd1. 
m10 died In 1808 of yellow fever. They 
had children; among their dosccnd­
nnts ls Professor Ji"ltzgcrald Tlsdall, 
who reprosonte<l the family at the 
<lc<llcatlon of the monument. Van 
Brunt Magaw, inherited Gravesend, 
married Adrianna Voorkccs, and 
settled (1own to the Jlfc of a. farmer. 
They aleo had Issue. Ho died in 1831. 
The purpose in this paper has been 
not so much to give purely biograph­
ical data, but to present, tn a. necos­
s'llTih' huTrtctl manner tho· sa,t,mt 
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v:.lqts in the hl,story ~t ona oJ wlum 
our country mA.y well be proud, that 
portray as much ns possib!e of the 
man as a citizen, a patriot, and n 
soldier, and incidentally afford 
glimpses at tho environment nnd 
spirit of the ttme in which he lived. 

The ,iffort has be('n to gi\'o data 
t:,at are accurate, and to correct some 
prev;tl::nt errors, but I nm fully aware 
th:i.t :hrrc may be lurkin1; among my 
statc-!'IH:n'.:'I rnn~c that fu!lcr lnves• 
tlgat !Pn mny correct. 

I woulJ }}:trticularly emphasize, 
ho•,1;1:vcr, the fn.'.!t of considerable local 
Interest, that th(' burial place of Col. 
;,lriguw is, with l!tt1(' question, our 
Old Cra,·(•::,wd. 

AH ::ourrcs of fufornntlon, bcsldoil 
the stancl:lr<l hlstorit'n, I would refer 
particularly. the "Hlsto1·y of the De­
fcnso nnd Reduction of ~lount Wash­
ington," by Reginald Pelham Bolton; 
"Graydon's l\tomoirs;" 11Capture of 
~rount Washington," by E. F. de Lan­
cey; "'I'he Dergon Family," by 'l'cunls 
G. Bergen; "History of Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania," by Rev. Con­
way P. Wing, D. D. But I lrn.ve relle<l 
in the last resort for verification or 
correction of data upon original docu­
ments nnd correspondence, nnd pnr­
llculnrly upon historical contributions 
of tho Rev. Jose1>h A. Murray, D. D., 
who rescued many documents relating 
to Magaw and· others ns L,lnn says, 
"from u,o maw of tho paper mill." 

In p-rrpurlng the mnnuscrltlt far 
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publll.Jatton, op1>0rtunltr MS boo.n 
taken to give, in some cases, more 
fully, what was necessarily abridged 
by reason of the time llmit of a paper. 


