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,v c- 1lnd the geneulogicnl tree of the :\Inrcy fnmily fh·mly l"Ooted in 
Iri~h soil. 'rhc nmnH :1.1lpcnrf-' 'to have come into N ormnudy with Holln 
in 012, thence it went into Englnnd with ,villinm the Conquero1· in 
1068, ,u1u bcca111e very co1n1uon in Choshh-c, whcl'c the orthogrnphy is 
no,v universally Massey or Massie. 

One of the en.rliest nncestors wus high sheriff of Limerick, Irelnud; 
he ,vns the grn.ud.fnther of John ~Iarcy of "r oodstock, of ,vhom the 
tir~t ,v1·itten notice is, that he toolc the cov~nant with the <'hnrch in 
H.oxhut·y of which John Eliot wns the pn~t:01· in ~{nrch, 1G85. 

The dntc ol th~ birth of .T ohu ~Iurcy is compntt~tl fron1 tlw dnte on 
his ton1bstone in the ce111ete1·y n.t ,vood~tock, to hnve been nbout the 
ymir 1602. Ile mau·ried Sn.rah IIndlocl,, daughte1· of Jnaues null Sau"tll1 
Draper IIadlock of Roxbui-y. "'l'be Roxbul'y people were the best 
that cnme from Eng land and fl I led 1nnny of the highest ofllces in the 
colonial governtnent. Yothing wns lacking for their gro,vth and 
pro~pcrity but u. larger n.rcn of territo1-y, their limits being ~o scnnty 
and inonpuble of enlnrge,ncnt thu.t seven,! persons ,vcrc compelled to 
move out of the town nncl t.~olnny. 'l'hc inconv,•uifltWu · nntl llifllcnlty 
n1·ising frorn these strnitcncd lituits induced its selectm<'n to 1,etitiou 
the gene1-al cout·t in October, 1088, fo1· a tr:iot of lnnd ~even miles 
io1c1mu·~ in the Nipmtt«.!l< country .for t.h~ <'nl:1.rg<'nwnt of tlw town, nnd 
the c11cou1,1gcmcnt ol its inbabltants. 'l,llis request wns gt·n.ntctl on 
ccrtnin conditions: One wns, that fmnillcR be settfod on snit! plnntntion 
wit-hin thl'l,ae yctu·s um.I nm.intuin there au al>lc and Ot·thotlox Godly 
miui~ter. 'l'hc plunting of her colony ,vas viewed by n.oxbury ns n gt'fl.ve 
nnd mon1cntons nftltil', 'l'o-wn n1eetin.,CPS were cllietly Ol~cn1>ied with the 
:U'r:u1giug for t.J1e n.pprot\ching exodus. Phu1s mu.I proi,ositiuns were 
c.liscusscd in public and private, and people WCl'C ouly rocoguizetl iu 
the cnpa1city of goe~ and :,;t.nyers. A nmnbcr of l)ioneet·s volunteered 



to go out ~nrl y in t.lw ~1wiug in :uh·nnl'<' of th~ others, ln't'nk up lnu<l, 
plnnt it nuc.l muk,~ ~omt• prPpar:1 tinu l'or th<' mni11 hody o.f colonists.'' 

·• Juhu )lnn~y wni- mw of t ht' t hirt.c•c•u piotwer~ who luft, Hoxbury 
tlhont t.he tlr~t of .-\pril, lm~,.. By tlw 5th of A1,ril they tan.cl t:1kt•n :1c­
tnnl po~st1~!iliou of tlw l:uul grnnt.ctl t.o t:oxhury anti l'Ullml hy t.Jwm, 
.Nf~to J:o~b11ry, nm.I by the n:ttives, IJ'apaquasset. 'l'hey J'mu1tltull'st•rtt•tl 
wildcrn~ss; 110 rudin11 iuhnhitnnts wtwc visil>lc; tlwh· forts :uul villng<~~ 
hnc.l hem1 lcv<~lfotl; th~ir l"Orn tlelds haul run to wnste. 'l'he t.l":\l't wus 
a~ yet unsu1·,·uyl•tl aull nnhouudetl. rollo\Ving the cottr!ile uf tlw p1·in-­
cipnl stremu pnst n pictures<1ue Ink<~, they cmue to n. r·ich, open vnl lt~y; 
n, uoblt, hill lny to the ,Yt1 ~twnrtl-thc \Voullstod, hill OL tlw pre~<'nt gen­
eration. Ou thi5t "Pl:tin llill'. the pionl1<'r~ (lst:ahlishcll tlwir lwml­
qu:u·tm-s, put Ul) sheltc1·s, selected ·1nud n.nd planted it, n.n<l 1nntle whnt 
caleul:1tio11 was po!i;~ihle for the cmning colony. 

or the lifu of John ~lnrcy "·~ cn.u only judge hy rending the hi~tory 
of thl"' town of \\'oodstock; ft•om that w~ lt•:u·u tlmt lw wn.s alwnys 
fort~mo~t in the progressive 1110,·emcuts of hi~ thuc. The e~t.imatn or 
d1:1.rncte1· and dignity of the principnl 111<'11 of \\1 oot1:;,tock wns ~howu 
iu 1722 hy the priority of right thnt ench hntl tn the location of thl'ir 
pew~ in the meeting house. Their ri~ht of choil~C for locntiou is r<'­
t"ortlcu., nntl J ohu ~Inrcy stood ~ixth in the e~thnntion of those whose 
1 H unmes were rccortled. 

Ill' <lied Dt1t·t•mhcr 21, 1724, nged GG yen.i-i:;. Ili~ wifP li\'etl nntil 
17--1:l. Tht•y h:ul,~le,·,•n l·hildrt~n who w<•rc nil lh·iug when ,John ~l:trey 
nmllt• hilil will a y('2u· h<1 fot·e he tliell. \\" e l'Ull jml~e son1l'thing ut' tlw 
mun null wlmt ha lulll ucconl1>lbd1ct.l nmitlst the mnur hn.1'<1:..hip~ :uul 
dhwou1,1geu1euts of tho1om tinll's, by hi~ will. · 

'l'1w will is rt•cor<l,•tl in the prohntc court ot' Sntlhll, l'onntr in tlrn 
y~ar 17:?:J. II i~ oct•uput.iuu i~ l'Hl'Ol"Ut'tl n~ huslmudnmn. J h~ 111:uln hi~ 
oltl<':-tt. ~on, ,John, his exl1cutor. 'l'hc will rn:ub: 

""[ gi\'(' my soul unto thl, hnnc.ls of Gotl thn.t gnv~ it, nutl my l>oc.ly to 
t.lw ,•:,rlh to ht• ,lt•t•t•nt.ly hnrh•tl ut, th,• dil"c.~r('t.ion of mr t~xc•t·ntnr~ hc•rt•­
aft ur 1m11wtl~ Jlot llouht in~ tlmt, t.hronr,rh the 11writ, of ,Jt•~u~ t··tu·i~t, my 
uni\• :-.a,·iou1· ant.I l:l•tll't'llll't". I :--hull rt•l~t.•h·t1 tlw :-muc, at tht! r,~~urrc•c-. 
tion of the ju:-&t: h)" the mighty 1,owur of Uod."' A1'tl'l' provillin:: l'cn· 
hi~ fnucrul expt•n~H~, he gh·t-!4 to hi~ lmlovml wife, Sn.rnh, ""0 potutus n. 
ye:u· iu good hill~ of pnblil~ t.•rcclit to he pnitl hy hi~ c.~hihlrmt in et11ml 
1u1.rt~ <1mu·tct·lr. l al~o gin~ unto ht•r lluring hor ht•ing my wit.low thn 
:-.oil~ use or any best clmu1l><~r with h1g1·oss, cgrc~~ :uul rt•gr,~ss, nlso u. 
ht•tl autl furniture nt. ht•r tli~urt~tiou, lWl't•~snry ttt()Jlii;il~ for her drn1u­
ht~1· anu tlw su11po1·t of 1wr life null suJlicicnt lirewoo,l l>oth fo1· colu 
a.aul hot w~ntlwr to Im brought to her by my d1ilt.lrm1 NJttn.lly :· The 
rc1u:ahul~r or hi~ proiwrty Ill' tlh·idt"•tl t•(1u:1I Ir amoug hi~ <'lt•VC'Jl chih.lrtlll 



with one condition: "Saving nlwnys thnt what I hn,·c nclvnncccl to nny 
of thcn1 fo1· thch- pa·omotion :uul ~(~ttlmncnt in the worltl to ht?." '!1ho 
will was 8ignetl, Join, Jlarcu, wit:h n mnrk antl :L :-.<~al. 

'l'hc pJ·opnrty wns up1u-nist•<.l at \\,.oot.l~tock the 12th n.1ul 13th of Jan­
u:u·y, 172.J.. '1'1w value of cwerything is given in ponntls nnd pence. 
'l'lm hu111u~t•~:u1 Jot e(,n~istetl of !01-ty ncr<~R. Tluwe were thl'ee hun­
drml :wrt•s of l:uul purtly in "r ootlstock nnd pnrtly in .Ashforu. In livP. 
~tocl, tluwc ,vcrc 1:J cowSi, :JR l-lhCt't> nutl 8 ho1~t~~. 'l'Jm eolor of t•n.ch 
horse ,vns given uud t.110 v1\luo. His own wcu1·i11g n1,purcl wus vnhuatl 
u.t 11 poundR nnd S shillings. '!'here were nmnlJc.~rlesR thing~ nu~u.­
tionct.l, with their qucc1· sounding nmne~, which hnve only become 
known to m:1ny of us in the pnst two or th1·ec years lJy olu•· uwak,•1wt1 
interest iu oul' forefathers cre~tecl by this historical society. 'l'his 
<'stnte of John ~lnruy w11s vnlucll n.t J.230 pounds, 14 shillings unli 0 
11011cc. 'l'hen this clnusc w:1s :uluecl to the inventory: 'l1hnt for the 
support of the family there~ w:1s i-;o much corn, 1Jn1·lcy, i,(\:u;" niul wh<•nt, 
also tive barrels of '·sytler." 

Of the eleven chiltlrcn of John Jinrcy, the one who~e clt'scentl:u1ts 
hnve IJccn idcutiflctl with this community w·ns his sixth son, ~loses, 
who ,vns born in ,v ootlstocli in 1702; at the tilue of his fnthcr's d,~nth 
he wns 22 yeul's of ngc, nnd by his father's ,vill he had previot1sly been 
given 38 pounds for his promotion unc.l settlc .. n1e11t·; he hnd nmrrfoc.l th,~ 
y(\nl' }>()fore, in l\ ugust, l 723, Prnc1,,1we :\(orris, g1-:1nt1,langhtcr of 
Lh•ut. 1~c.lwn1·tl ~lorris, one of the ori~iun.l SPttlori-i of \Voocli--tot·k. 

"Th<.wc ,verc ~01nc things rather romnntic in those dnys as well :is in 
modern thucs iu mnttm·s of love, court~hip, nud uun·ringH. 'l'hc p:u·­
l!uts of lliRs l'l't1dc1u.~ tlitl 11ot like the p1·opotletl <.muucction l>ctwecn 
Mr. :\lnrcy anti their dnnghtm· ~o in or<for to ~emu·c her <'11cctu:Llty 
nguinst hi~ visit~, they shut hc1· up in n cluuuhm\ !Jut as much nR tlwy 
mi~ht think they luu.l r:iiscc.l her n.hove him, they did not gl~t her quitn 
high enough. He w~nt in the night with a ~tick or tishhig rod nud 
kum~lwd gc111t.ly on tlw whulow wlwrn tw hml :t~c••rt.nim•tl ~lw w:,~ t•on­
li1w,l. .\ ~lmtmous t.o which ~hu immt•tlintuly ntt.mul"cl hy opc•11i11!t tlw 
window. At thil-4 iut,•t·vicw it wsll4 ugreml thnt Im ~houhl llt•Juart out 
uC the neighhorhoml to u, pince <.•nllotl Phnliuo, nntl ~lw w:1s to pru,·nil 
on her p:u·outs-h<.11• lovc1· huiug gone, nutl 110 longer nuy ,l:u1gl1r-to 
pnrmit Jun- to go to Phu lico to vi~it Jwr fri<~tuhc. Thi~ ~h<' <'tl<•d ,~t.l on 
<.~ouditiou thnt the mnic.l sct·vnut of the hon~u shoultl :iccompnny lwr, 
to which ~ho hntl no ohj,~ctlous. She mn.de sev~ral of t.he~c visits :uul 
it nl'e<l h:u·,lly he told to thoio;e .who know tho :irt anti JH'l'~C\'('1':tnt•,~ of 
t1·ne lover!-, tlmt nt the~c visit.q m~:ius wc.•1-c contrivt~d to t•urry on the 
courts;hip :uul tho rci,:inlt: ,vn~ :\lis!i4 Prnd(\ncc hN~:unc the wiJe of 
:\loi-c•~ ~[n.1·cv :· . 



Tn 17'32, :\{o~~~ ~rnrcy mo,·cd• hiF' fmnily of tl~r. children to whnt is 
no,\· :o;onthbriclgt' hut whi,·h w:1~ t.lwu nenrly 11 wildcrnes~. ITt~ liv~tl 
011 the north ~itlc of tht' <iuhwlmug rh•tar F;OnuHvlwrn h(•tW(lf'II tlie 
ri\•er :1nd tht~ intcrvnle; tilt• t~rritory hclnugcd to Oxftu·,l :uul in t.lw 
his;tory of that town hy D:u1il'ls this incident is given: u ~lo~e~ ~lu.rcy 
of Oxford hn.tl nu Indinn ,v01nn11 sold hhn by the court prior t.o 17-!7. 
Th:\t yPnr he wniil <li~chnrged front his bond; she hnving n1ndc wny 
with he~~lf, nftcr h:n·ing tried to nnu-der hc1· 111i~trcs!il. '' 

'l'hc·tir~t impro,·cment of the ,vntcr1,o,v<'r of the Qttin~hnug Riv(\r 
in this town wns the er<'ction of ra. ~nw-mill hy :\Iose!il :\Inrcy in 173:2, 
t.he ye:u· he mo,·ed hl't-e fro1n \V ootl~tock. '~'he 1nill wns lol~nted nt the 
sonthenst end of the present dmn, ncnr the Centrnl ~Ii11s. At a 
1ueeti11g of the )Icdtield proprietors of the grunt of laud, now St.ur­
hl'it.lge, held in 173:1, it wns Yoted .· 4''1,hh.t ~roses Mu.rcy hnvc oO n.c•r~~ 
of 1:uu.l grn.nted him, if he will build n. gri~t-mill on th~ Qnin~h:ing 
wlwrc lw h:u; bailt n. sn,v-mill, to be completed hcfo1·e the l:a..~t or ~''t>· 
t.c•tnl)('r, 17:W''; three y(':ll~ allow~tl for httillliug n !-;trncture t hut woulcl 
he accompli~lwd in a~ many weeks to-tlny. 'l'he locn.tion or tlw ~nw·­
mill n.nd grist-mill erf'etecl hy ~loses ~Inrcy wns :1. point to be renched 
hy ronds. First,. in the direction of \Voodstock, as nt thnt tinw, thnt 
town hnd heen settl(\tl 58 ycnrs. Th~ second rond wn.s to Oxford, thnt 
town hnving hccn ~(•ttlc•tl 31 ycnrs. Then it ht1l·:uuc utal~e~~nrr to nc•­
commoc.late the pionC\eri;z S(lttletl in Neu, Jlle<lfleld. or Sturhritlgr., :uul 
I >mlley. ..:\11 thc~e ro1uls Wl'l"P hnilt nt first "·ith the tlt~~ign of r~nch­
iug these mills i11 the shorte.st nntl most conYenient ,vny. 'l'hi~ gri~t­
mill w;1s nl~o locntc,l on the south<':u~t sille of the rivr.r jni-:t hl1 low 
tlw ~m.w-n1ill h<'t,vNnt the ~onth end of the p1·csent tlnin nn,l t.he ( 'cu­
t.t-al :\lills. 

'J'he first ptu·c)u\.~e of lnu<l mnc.lr. hy Mo~s linrl,y ,vn~ t"·o lnn1<lrr.,l 
2wre~ fol' $2000. Ilt! ~oon aftc~r :ultletl mnuy ncr<•~ tnorc to hi~ tir~t pur­
l'hn:~e, which mnlle hin1 the }H'indp:Ll owner of l:uul iu thi~ ,·icinity. 
Thi~ l:1ttl•1· pnrdm~t~, l!OJ11o&isting or -1:!a 1wrc1~, iuuludod thu 1:a.ud upon 
whi<.-h was uftcrwartl~ lol~:&tt•tl tlm l!elltN' villng~ of ~outhhritlgc. 

( 'oloncl ~lo~••~ ~lnr(•y comnw1iced Hfo in 1nndp1•ntu uh·l~nm~t.ntwmi, 
hut ~on rotit' to :L poMitiou or •li~t inction in St.urhrltlgt! nutl ,·ic.•init}·. 
Prcvion.~ to i 7 .J.O, he built tho n1nin pn rt of the ~Inrcy house; th~ one­
~tory t~ll Wl\S :ttltlP-d lntHr; nfterwn.rtl~ t.hnt wn~ mo,·<'tl hnl•l, :uul tlu~ 
t,Yo-S1to1·y ntlllition ,vns mndc n.q itstmul~ to-tlu.y. 'l'he ~outlnve~t roou1 
on the th-st t1001· i~ tiui~h~l with n tine "·nhtsl~otlng nnd friezta, mul . 
until two year~ n.go, n. pni11ti11g 011 tht' pniwl of wootl over the mnntel 
wns to be seen. Thnt it might he restored .nnd preRerved, Mrs. A. J. 
Il11rtholomcw Imel \t rt~mo,•fld. Y,)\1 n.11 kno,v of the dis1>o~itinn 
of t.laill homw whid1 :,,4Jm11 ltl hn \'1• hc•1•n l'l'tnhwtl in t.lw t'umil y or dt••••h .. tl t.o 



this historicnl society to he use,l nl wny~ a.~ n. ho1nc for its collections 
of historic r~,lics mul pnpm,~. 

:\l.o!ilcs ~[urcy wns conuni~siont,d hy the genernl cou1·t tocn,Jl the tlrst 
town nwt~tiug in Stururitlge :uul wns n1ode1,itor for 72 consecutive 
111rn~1.i11~H. I le was tht~ 1irst rcp1-osentntivc of the to,vn n.t the general 
court. He wu.s eight ycnrs town trensurer; town clerk eighteen yeurs, 
and ~elcctman thirty-one ycnrs. Sou1e yenrs he heltl n.11 these offices 
nt one time. 

~[ost•s l'lhnpton, in his hi~tory of Southbri<.lge, gh·es the following 
ncl~Otmt of. the nllotu1e11i of the pe,vs to l>e built in the th·st church iu 
Sturlwi<lge. .A committee wns choRen to lot out the roo1n for pews, 
observing the follo,viug inst1·uctions: ".'J~o have due regard to age, to 
the first ht~ginniug in town-and to theh- bcR1·ing cluu·gcs i11 town nud 
to thcil" u~efulucss.'' The conunittee ,vns Daniel .l4"iske, Col. )loses 
l'fo.rt!Y, n.ud l><mcon Isnnc ~ewell. 'rheir duty in this uuitte1· wns truly 
:t delicat~ one. No le~~ thu.11 to dm;ignu.tu the most mf'ritorions mn.n in 
town, the second, third nutl ~o on uown. The t•ommitteo mallo its rc­
pot·t ns uppointcd, thnt, nccort.ling to tht! iustructions giv~n thcu1 by 
the town, the following persons ought to ho.ye the severnl pc,v spots 
and the libe1"iy of pitching in the follo,ving order: :\Io8es ~Inrcy, first; 
IIeury Fiske, second; Denoon 1Rnnc N ewt~ll, thit-d, and ~o on. If the 
li~ht of ph1·t1uology hnd shouo at thu.t thnc, it tnight have tliscovt•r<'tl 
in t.lm t..•r:tnimus of two of the conuuittt~l', ~loses M:trt..~y aml I~n.:Lc 
~uwell, n. prHtty nm.nifcl"t c.luv~lopmm1t of tht? orA;u1 of sel f-m;t<•um, 
uciug, in their own judg111e11t, numlJet·s one n1ul three; the othci·, 
D:u1icl lt"i~lu,, ,vnlil 1nore mot.fost, being 1mt nt 1um1l>tw ~ix. Ile wns 
prol>t1.1Jly younger th1u1 the othe1~. 'l'hcrc is no c.loul>t, however, tlmt 
Juul t-hi!il sc:11', or merit been nuLc.l<, hy the vot~~ of the town, ~r o~es 
Jl:ircy would htu·c hnen phumcl at the lwnd _nml the othcn-s n<•tu·ly ns 
tlwy wm·<, m·1itugcd by the conuuit.tel', fot· tlwir report wus ncct•ptt.•tl 
:i.ntl orc.lcrcd to Im put 011 rcc.,ortl. 

'l'lm t;owu rt•uo1,IJo& n.ul t.lm t<'!-tthuony of l~ving witm•~Flt'l'I ~how tlrnt 
Jin cxHrtl'll for muny yc~nrs :L controUiu~ iuJhtcnt.!C in tht? rt.•ligioui,; :uul 
muuicipnl· iutcr<,~tK ot'. the town, nntl wu~, J>l'yo1ul n. tloubt, wit.hunt, any 
tli~pu.1,1gemt'ut to other~, t.hu lt.•ntliug mun in t.hu lmmmunit.y. I fo nut 
only 1>ossesRed high quul11lcntions for civil <.lnties hut n.lso fo1· those 
of n militnry chn.rncte1·; he Ju,hl t.lm ranl, or Lh•nt.-Colmwl in the mili­
tnry com puny of tho·towu and his ~on, l~lij:1h, WU8 n 1>rivnte in tlm sum,, 
regitncnt, which 1nurched for the relief of Fort ,vnlhuu llenry in 
1nm. 

At the time the colonists declared the,nselves independent, Moses 
lfllrcy hnd hnd t.hc experience of sP.venty yP.:u·s aull wns thoroughly 
yc1 ri,&c•cl in n.11 t.ht• t-rt~nt.nu~nt: nl' t.lw mut.Jwr t~ountry tnwm,I tht•m; ht• 



rcprC'iil~nted th~ to"·n in tlm g<'ncm.l cottrt nt this time. 1'hc ~t1·11g­
glc for indcpeiuleiu.•e hull progre!ilf.led n,nly two y<':u-s hcforc his denth. 
\\'lu-11 very fct~blc :uul ucnr tlu .. clo;.1e of hiM lif(~, Im re11ueHt.etl thnt t.lm 
milit:u·y compn11y of the town ~hould bt! pnnu.lctl lmfot·c• his hnust! thnt 
he 111ight see then1 once more. 'l'he rc<1uest wns rcmliJy grant.ml nml 
the i11ter,·iew \\·us sole1n11 anti n1l~cting. lle died Oct. u, 1770, leav­
ing n hu-ge estate n.nd a nu1ne1·ous fa1ni1y. His wife, Pru~euce, luul 
tlit~tl in )I:wch o.f the s:.unc ycnr. 

'!'hey had clt?vcn chill11-en, and by the mnrringcs of these children, 
the Jlarcys are connected with most of tile olu fmuilies in this vicinity. 
Hy the nuu·ringe of their tlnught~r, Dorothy, they nre connct~tt•tl ,vith 
the D1·cssers. She uu1rried Hidmrd l)re~ser, fnthcr of IIurvey 1Jrcs­
se1·. Another daughter, ~Inry, mnrried E11\Mmus Hnbbitt, :u1d they 
,,,<'re tht' gre~t grnml parents of Charlotte l'ushuuu1. A son~ Druliul, 
nuu·ricll Hannah )Iorrif-' of Dndl~y, nncl their d(•scendn.nts m:u·ril'd 
into nll the prominent fmuilfos of Dudley. Another duught<•r 
marriet.l Gershou1 Plimpton; they were the grnnclparcnts of ~loses 
Plitnptou •. Anothei- unugllter married Gcner:a.l 'l1h11othy New(,11, who 
huilt th~ house ,vhere the n.rtist lir. \Yillurd lives. 

'rhc oldest sou of Moses ::\Inrcy1 Jedediah, wns born in \Vootlstoclc 
in 1725, seven years before hi:i4 fathe1· 111ovcd his frunily to Sturbridge. 
'\'hen he wns 23 years old he married in 1748, .ll:u·y Henly of Dudley. 
'l'hcy livC'd iu Dudl()y n.nd hu wn.~ a trnd(lr. His nmnc nppeurs in the 
town ret·ortls ns town t.rc:t~tu·or fo1· l~h•vcn yu:u·M, nut.I se 1t,ct11m11 for 
cighte(•u yen1·s. II~ wn.'3 a nu\n ,vho was highly 1•ei;1pel'tetl. An iuvcu­
tory of his t•stnte wns 'tllctl for 1wohn.t<• at \V orct•~t.('lr iu l 7UO. 'l'lwy 
hn.t.l nilw children. 

'l'Jwir thili.l son, Jmlcdi:ih, wn.~ born in l)ut.llcy in 1757. Ile Juul the 
:1dnmtngc of living uuring the 1nost active li.ft~thuc of hi.R g11u1tl­
fathcr, Col. ~lose~ lln.1·cy. 'l'hree years n.fter his grnnutu.thet•'s llt•:tth, 
ht~ mnrrit>tl Ilut.h Lnrnf'd of Dud)('y 1tnd they movctl to the ~ln1·cr 
ho11tu:"h•:ul in ~u11U1hrhlgu whi,~h lw hml 1mrl·hut-t•tl of hit' l'nt httr in 
1 ;m,, for $:J,:J:J:J. 'l'hi:o1 i-ah• illl"lndt•tl tlw gri~t-mill nud $;1LW-mill · lmill. 
hy :\lmtt•!'I ~lnrc.~y uud -400 1u.~re~ ot hnul. lli~ 11u11w lloe!i not :tppc•ar. 
mnoug the signer~ of tho pt•titiou to1• the 1>011 p:u·ish iu 1S00, but hi~ 
g1,uullnther hnd signed it a year bc.•fore his death, antl as he held nil 
t.lw propt•rty at thnt time his ~ignnturc wns u :,rnnrnntc<~ or th~ trun~­
fer of the 1n·operty to Southhridgt!. At the Ht·l"t pui-b1h rueeting, l ·apt .• 
,Tctll"'tllnh ll:u·uy, .\sn ,rulliPr, nucl I..im1t. Hobert Eu ward~, wcrt! 1.lw 
committl~C cho~cn to :nlllit the :u.~l."ouut~ of thf\ tr<'nfo&tn·~r, nnd report t.ho 
~tutt~ thereof to the next nu1uull n1ct~ci11g. .A 111011th late1·, in April. 
C:1pt Jetletliah )I:1rcy deeded one ncre nud 130 rods for the purpose of 
n meeting hon!,;,, ~pot ant.I c:onuuou ,u·ound the ~nine, with tlw• co1uUtiou 



that whcucver the ln.nd should cease to be used for tbe snmc lt should 
revert h1u~k to bin1 or his heirs. 'l'l1i:1 hnul included where the Ilnptist 
mef\tiug house no,v stnnds, nnd al!I fur etLSt n .• lil the rc~iclcucc of Gcorgo 
\V. ,veils. Cnpt ,Jedctlinh :\ltu-cy wns :~ sho1·t, tlliclt-set mnn, very 
act,ivH, mul l':trrietl on a lnrge fn.rm, be:3iucs 1·unni11g the grist-ruill antl 
su.w-mill uuilt by his g1-nntl.fu.thc1·. 

'l'hm·e ·,vas nothing to intercept the vie,v from his house on the hill 
to the river h~lo,v, then on to the hcnutiful hills o.f Dudley un(l Chnl"l­
ton. On the west, their ucni;est neighbor wns Gersho1n Plimpton in 
Globe Villuge. 

lluth T~a1·11ct.l )[:u·cy, the ,vife of f':1pt. ,Jctletlinh "llnrcy, wns a 
wonuu1 of very strong.chu.1·ncte1·, ttnd yieltlcd n grcnt i11Jluc11cH over 
hcl' fmuily,-nn iutluencc fo1· perseverance in nil they :limed to ac­
complish. :Many n11ccdotcs n1ight be tolu of hc1·, hut one 1nn.y sntlkc: 
Iler tl:i.ughtm·, Jlrs. Goulll, w:t~ very sfok in 'l'roy, 'N'. Y., :\nu when· 
the ucwH rcachecl hc1·, which in those time~ cmne by slow sttigeR, she 
deddccl at once to go to her. She drove the ,vholc distnucc alou(l!, in 
her chaise. 8hc "pn.s a very tu.11, rather n~usculine ,vouu111, unu ,vas 
looked up to with awe by 1unny, but those who cnn1e close to her, found 
n. wnrn1 heart and a kinu friend. Capt. linrcy died in August, 1811, and 
three yenrs lnter, his widow 1n.'l.rried lloses IIenly of Dmllcy. She 
Jh,~tl nntil 1848 and wn.s nh,r:\ys nn nrtive, busy ,vomnn. She wns 84 
ycnrs oltl at the time of lllw tlcn.th. 

'l']m chiltlren of Cn.pt. ,It!tlt•tlinh ~hl.l't!Y and Ruth Lnr11<.1d wure 
Rllodn, who nuu·ried Ophir Goold of "'ootl~tock, ,Tmwph who mnrrit!tl 
.Abigail Shmuwny :a.ud built the homm now owned by ~lr~. Mcl{in~try 
011 1\Iain gtreet, aucl ,villinm Larned :\[a.rcy, who wus horn in 178H in 
tho oltl llurcy homc~ten<l. Judging l>y n.11 n.ccount given by n co1·1·cs­
poudcut of n \Vorccstcr pupci- published at thn.t tilne, ,\rillimn Lnrnctl 
::\Iarcy wns n ,villi, he2u.ly youth. Ile wi1s thought by all the neigh­
bors to he the ,von1t hoy they knew. One wint.~r he suc.!ceetlctl, in 
t~tmjunc.·t.iou wit.la khulrt•li ~i,irit.~, in ont1t.ing Lill' l.l 1:1.dmr from Llw tli~­
t1·ic.~t :-tdmul. 

Sulcn1 'rowuc or C1uu·lton, tht"ll a youug mun, wn~ !-'ummom~,1 us tlu~ 
tit.tt•~t p~rsou to Lnko cluirgc of these unruly youths nutl t•om1>lt!tc tlw 
tc1,n. Everybody thought the new teacher certainly would hnve 
tronulc with "Bill llnruy,"' hnt tlu~ tronhlc ditl not l-.omc. 'l'lm tirNt 
tluy hntl not pm1sc<l h~forc .Mr. 'l1owuc haul ui~covc1·nll in his pupil au 
t•leuwnt ot rc.•nl goo<l, nud told hhn so. 'l'biij, to the hoy, was n most 
nnu~nnl nclinowlcdgnwut, null it touch~t.l his he:u·t.. Somc.•ouc hntl 
sct'll good iu hi.an. Ile wns then capable of h~tter things ant.I wus tle­
tern1incd to mnke the endenvor. It ,,·ns the t11111ing point in his life, 
::,uch wn.s his conuuct, ~ind such was his progl'~ils in stUtl)', that his 



t<'m•hor rul\'is<•tl him to ~o on, nml prC1pnro for coll~gc. It "':tS n gr<'nt 
~nrpri!!l~ to his 1mrl•1tt~, l,ut. nt t.hc urgt•ut solicitntiou of ~lr. 'l'ownt•, 
thl'y g:L,•e their coniilcnt und he entered Leic~:-;tm· ..\.(!nth~my. "'hen 
here, ht• wrote nud dclivet·ct.l a. Fourth of J11ly oration, bcfo1·~ tlw 
gtntl('nts of this institution. For the strong, dctuocrntic tl•n,foncy 
of thi:J l'ftbrt, nntl hi:-; t.li~cn~sions with the students upon politicnl 
questions sustnining th~ snme principle~, he ,vns rcr1ucstcd to len.ve 
the :u.~:ulc1ny. Ile tlwu euterrd \\roou~tock Acndcmy nntl prcpnretl 
hitUE;l)lf for Br~wu t;uh·e~ity, "rher~ he 1~1:1i11;uinetl the ru.ulc of n 
good ~cholnr n.ntl ,vns grn.dunu~tl with uistiuctiou in 180S. 

:\[n.uy yenrs after he hntl ll"'ft his school dny haunt.i, and "·hen he 
had l~o1ue to deser,·ed en1i11ence! he vi~itetl Hoston autl wn~ the gnt•st 
of the go,·et·no1-. Au1011g the distingni~hcd n1en "'ho were invited to 
n1cet hbu wns Genernl Sulem 'l'owne. \\"hen the governor sn.,v ~Ir. 
~l:ircy untl )lr. 'row1w greet enc.~h other ns old fri~nd~, he (lXpres~Pd 
:1. pleusurnbfo surprise thnt they knew ench oth<'1· ~o well. H\\'hy,'" 
~uid :\Ir. :\[nrcy, Hthu.t is the 11uu1 who mndc 1ue. ,v1wn I wn.s n boy, 
everybody wns agninst me; none, no, not c,•cn my o,vn fnther :uul 
n1othcr, saw uny good. in 1ue. He "·ns the flri;;t ,vho L>elicvctl in rue, 
toltl Wt? whnt I 111ight become, tu1d helped me 011 in life nt thu.t criticnl 
period. \Yhntever of IU(lrit or distinction I hat'\"e nttnine~l to I owe to 
hhn 1nore thnu ·to nny other living per~on.'• 

Arter lcurin~ t•ollc~t• he tnught ~f."11001 for :1. ,vhil~. then wt1nt. to 
'l'roy, X. Y ., whet·t• lu.• studit•tl l:1.w, wn~ nlln1ittetl to the lmr, a1Hl 
l'nrnretl upon till' Ill'U.ctice of his profession. In n few yenrs, the "·n1· 
o( 1812 app«.mll•tl to hi~ 1>ntriotis111, and n..~ a. Lieut. of light iufnutry ho 
om.-.rctl hi8 ~er,·ices to the governor of New Y' 01·1, ~tatc. ..\.t Ht • .n,•gh,; 
on the line bl~t\\'et•u Cn.nudn and N ovri. Scotin, he cnprn1·ed the first 
British ting tu1tl pri~onN·~, by hrl•ttkiug open hinumlf the doo1· of the 
hluck-house. :\[1•. ~Iarcy retnn.ined iu the ser,·ice until the l'lor,;c of 
ho:-.tillt.it!s anc.1 t•mu~ to l-\outhl>ridgt• tln1·ing thll "·n1· to p~r!ituntfo hi~ 
hrot.lwr ,letletliuh, who wns eight yc:ir~ youugt•1· thu.u him"'elf, to l'll• 

t<'r the ~ervice, hnt he could not get the t'OllSt1nt of his u1othe1· in the 
nmttc1·. .At the clrnm of the wan· lm wn.s nu\llc rt•c.•,wd~r of the city or 
'l'roy; lute1· he wu~ et.litot· of the '1'roy Bullgot, which ho nuulo ouo uC 
the 1uost pro1ni11e11t 01·gn11s of the democn1tic pu1·ty by his nhllity n.s n 
politic:11 writt•r. l [n wn~ n1nuc :u.ljut:u1t gc\n(\rnl ,,r ~<•w York ~tnt(', 
wu..~ appointed litu.te oomptrollc1·, n1u.l nfter election by the peopln to 
thP. ~nmc om"~e, Im hellmuc itl(•utitied with the SO-l~lllled ... Alhnny re­
~mwy", nu urg:1ni;mtlon which wn.~ u controllin;,t f':wtor in t.hc stntt• 
politics of his pnrty. · 

Iu 1820, the uemoc11ltit.1 piu·ty,. in rc,cognition of Yr. ::\Inrcy'S4 gr<'nt 
uhility :u1tl pnlitilln.l ~••r,•it~t•~, ~R\"t• hhu th<' otttce of :t~~odntt~ ju~t.ict~ of 



th~ ::inprmnr. 1.~onrt of th~ stnt, .. , whP-rc he ~~M"Ctl thrcn y<'nr~ with­
nmrkl!tl tlhctinctiou. Among tlm portruit~ of the tlistinguislu.'u justice!-\ 
of thu suprente court in the room of the N. Y'. stntc court of a.ppenl:il in 
Lim l':tpitol at Albnny, nono occupies n. 1no1·c honored or conspicuous 
pl:u.:t! tll:au tlrn oue of ,villi:uu I..arnetl llnrcy, who, by his ability and 
dignity, :1.tllled n1uch to the record of this botlr of jurists in ,vhich 
he held a prorninent 111ncc. ,Judge Marcy wns the ju~ticc chosen to 
prcsitle nt the trhl.l of one of t.hc most uot.ctl t~aisc~s in the ~tntc of ~-~,v 
York, thnt of the :tll('getl n1urtlert~l'!o'; or nh<ltu~tors oJ' \Villimu :\[orgu.u, 
the Free l\lnsou. In the cxcitiug trinl o.f these nl>tluctorlil, his url.mnity, 
Hruuies~ null impnrtin.l U('Cisious were highly conuuendetl by nil par• 
t.iP~. • 

IIis close fi-iendship wit.h Vn11 Buren und the Int.ter·s n1nbitiou to be­
come p1·u~i<.leut of tho Uuitcd Stntt•s, fod ~[r. :\larcy to r~sigu fron1 the 
hl'Itch, in ISH1, :uul to acct't>t n.11 ,,1c,ctio11 to tliu lf nitNi State~ s,,nutc, 
wJuwn he WU8 pcrsnnul'U he coultl he of gr<':tt :-:cr,·icc to Van Uureu 
nutl his politicnl pnrty. Ile ~ll.111(~ into 1n·omhwnct~ enrly in hi~ l':treer 
ns n. mcmher of the st•imt~, when in 1832, ht~ ntter,,<1 the fnmous phru.se, 
'-'ro the vfot.or belongs the spoil:; •• , lie rcmninctl in the scuo.te only 
one yenr, :t~ he rcceiv<'tl the nomination for go,,eruor of Xe,v Y 01·k 

stnte nnd wn~ clcct('ll l>y nlJont 10,000 mnjo1·ity. Ills flrst mesrmge, ns 
fL litP.1-nry nntl l'Ollci~<' pro<.htt•tion, w:ts highly commmult'tl. 'l'he g1·c•n.t 
point of tlw me~sng<' wn~ hii-1 t1 n:uwinl pol it~y, which wns rt~~arllt•tl :l~ 

t,xhihil~ing much though!'., :uul while it wns l:ou~t't'vat:h·t', it wu.s well 
t~:tlcnl:1.tt'll to :ulvn1u.•n th<' best intcl't"'st of thP. ~t:ite by de,·eloping its 
rH~ourccs. 'l'hrt!e r.imc~ he wns ehwtt~u l>y the J>N•plc of t.lie st.nte to 
the highest otlicc in thf:'il' gift. Bis uefcnt upon his fourth l~nmlithlcy 
hy \Villimn II. s~wn1'tl, tlitl not t·e~ult in his rt1th·P1ucnt frmu puhlic 
life, for ahno~t iumwtlin.tt,ly, Pr<'~idm1t. Yan Buren, to who~c succt.'SS 
in the prcsitl('ntinl enm1,aig11 o-f lSHG lll·. )[:ucy hnd gh·cn nmtcrinl 
:tf-lP.i~tnnt!t', nppointrtl him u. conuni~sloncr of clnim~ nguin~t :\[l'Xil!o. [u 
thi~ t,n.pndt.y lw servt'tl tlu,,u ycur~. Upon tlm elcl•tion of ,Tuuws K. 
Polk ns 1>1·cslc.lcnt i11 l S+!, to ,vhich election lh·. ~[n1·cy gn.\'c the in­
tlucncc mul nitl of Yew , .. 01·1, ~tntP, the pof'iUon or s<'tlt'('t:try or war 
wns oJlhn~t.l tu hhu untl nul't~ptctl. l 1<,1·0 he· ,~xhllJitl!tl hi~ :uhuiui~tra­
ti ve nhility, in conc.luctlng tlu\t c.le1}nl'tmcnt tlu·ough the wur with 
llPxfoo. Hi~ diplomnti<.~ JH>\vcrs wt•rt~ here li:hown in thr• :Hljll=-'t.nwnt, of 
tho 01·~go11 hounuary \\Pith Englnuc.l, nud hhl ability :L~ :t ~tute~nuu1 
wns 111·ov~tl to l>c of n high 01·dcr. 

At Um 1.~xpirnt.ion of 1>rl!:-1illt1nt Polk•s ter1n of onlt•t', ~rr. ~lnrt•y- re­
tired to prh·atc life at A lhuuy, auu rctunint'tl thc1·e t.luriug thu fuur 
yen1·s of the succeetling ntl1ui11istratlo11, _hut 011 the election of Presi­
tlcnt Pi<'rcc,. hP "·n~ invited to hrt!mnc~ thf' hend of his enbint~t ns Rec1·e-



t:u-y of state. In t.his otlh:e, p~rluips, more thnn nny o_thcr, he had 
the op11ortunity to r:how tJw ful 1 powers of his n1intl as a.· st11tcs1unn 
nnd pnrticuln1·ly iu the t~n..1,e with the .\u~triau govm·nu,eut, in sus­
t.niniug Capt. Ingrnhmn in his n.cts in.the question of .Mn1·tln Kosu~r. 
In thi~ corrcspoudence, he grcntly tlisti11guhd1ed himself at I ,ouw 1Luu 
nhro:ul, a11d this plnced hint in the son.le of ability not i11fel"io1· to any 
~tatcsn1an mnong tile 1nu.11y g1-ent 1neu ,vho have, bofo1-e or since con­
trollt..-d the 1Lfll1.irs of that oflice. On the clet•tion of Jmnes Bnchnnnn, 
Yr. l[:1.rcy returuc..ad to pt·ivu.te life, nnu uit.,'tl in just fou1• 111onths to n. 
tiny, on July 4, 1857, se,•ent.y-oue yeal's old. 

'l'he funeral se1·vices which took pin.cc nt Albany we1·e ve,·y impos­
ing. 'l'hel'e ,vas a spontaneous outbul'st of popnlnr so1·1·0,v, nilectiou 
and pride. Not less thnn 100,000 people ,ve1·e in the p1·0<.,"ession ruul iu 
the throng that tilled the stl'cets. .He 1nay be desc1ibed ns a person 
nhove the ortli11n1·y height, stout anti 1nuscula1·. Uis fo1·ehead w:is 
boltl anti full, his eycl>rows heu.vy, hi~ eyes c..leep set uud expressive, 
his tuouth and chin firmly 111ouhlec.l. llis n1nnuers were atlil.ble 11nd 
courteous, f1•ee f1•01n all pretence, yet dignified. He ,vas en.sy.. pleu.s­
i11g, and grnceful in couve1·sntion. He did not excel ns a polished 
~peakcl', but his straight-forward and pl'actical comn100 sense views 
were nhvays interesting. Ilis g1·eat forte ,vns as a ,vriter. lie hnd no 
supet·iors in his· stn.te pnpers. 

Ile tnnrrietl, first, in 1812, Dolly ~e"•cll, dnughtel' or Stunuel nnd 
Susan Yewell of this to,vn. · She died in 1821. For his second ,vi.fe, 
he 111111·ried Col'nelin. Kn_o,ver of .Albany. She died in Paris in 1889. 
Hi:1 d:.utghter, Etlith, 111n1·1·ied one of the Peudletons ot Ohio, n.utl hct· 
~on, \Vlllimn ~lul'cy i>entlletou, is an artLc;t of some note in I>nris. 
Ile has exhibited tit the Salon and l'Cl.'Ci vcd 1uedtLls of c..listinctiou. 
He hn.'3 droppt•d his fnthcr·s name 011 nccount of fn111ily troubles, nntl 
is lo1owu n.i \Villhun llnrcy. 

noverno1· ~Inrt.~y•~ olclcst ~on, \Vlllhun G<'org<i ~[al'cy, wns t'nptniu 
lu the coanmb,~nry tlt•p;u•tuwut. of t-.lw United Stntl•M n1·1ny. \Vit.h I.Im 
tlr8t <.!ompu.uy of Nl~W Yori, Volunb·lWH lll, went to Cn.lifo1·11ia, lu 18,l7, 
mul :i&lll"t~l!t1tlell Ut•n. Hhct,u:Ln in conmmml of th~ nailitnry po14t nt 
)louterl!)'. Ile 1·onmhmtl in d1urgt.• Lill tlm <.!Imm ur Lho w1u· wilh ~lox­
lco. Ile ,v:i!!' n1,poi11t«..-tl hy Prmdtlm1t Pim·co pnytna1..~tnr in t.lua unvy, 
n.1ul h~lc.l that otllce for ~t~vcnt,~eu yt~ur~, pHt•fo11uiug duty in vn.riou~ 
p1u·ts of the world. .Aftel' his retirem~ut f1•on1 tho nuvy, he eugng~tl 
in business in .Almnedn for t\ few ycau·s, but his eye-sight almost cn­
t.irc.•ly fnik•tl him, und Jiuully, he, with hi~ wife, went to the old pcoplt•s' 
hon1e in • .\.lnwedu., Cal., whe1·~ he t.lied in 1800, tLgetl 76 ye:u·s. 

Hts seoond s011 wn..~ educated nt the Nnval ~\cade111y at AunnpollR, and 
1,tr.tdnntcd ftrElt in his cl:i.~R. IIP Pntered th(\ lf, ~- unvy in 183R, nud 



gnve twenty-three yC'nt~ to the sct·vicc. He wns fourtc~n ycnrs nt sen • 
.At the ht.•ginuiug of the civil war, he wns t.~xecutive otllcer of the 
Pawnee, anu n1·rivetl otr Chnt·leston harbor <luring the botubardment 
of l•,01·t S11111pte1·. Afte1· tho fort ,vns 011 fire, he ln.nded untlel' a tlng 
of t.rut.•t~ awl urrn ugetl tor Lhc ren1ovt1.l of )[nj • .-\.nc.lerson and his c01n~ 
nuuHl. .Uc wns in cotnnmutl of the sloop of war, Yi11cem1es, in the 
blockatling squntlron ott· the 1nouth of the .lllssissip1>i Uh"et·, antl hnd 
nuulo scvcrnl cmptur~!i!, whcu, on the twcnty-thirtl or ,Jnnuury, 1SG2, 
in nn t1.ttr1upt to take two \'Cssels nntl their (,'ftrgous, his li1111Js aut.l 
hotly were crushed by the nccitlentnl recoil of n. guu. lic died in n. 
few unys n.nd his rcurnins ,vct·e brought to tlm Brooklyn navy yard on 
the Connecticut. Ile hnd a n1ilitn.1·y fune1-al in N e,v York ; then his 
rctnnins were taken to .Albnny fo1· bul"iu.l. Ile ,vns only forty-two ye~1.rs 
old. Hoth ~ous of Gov. ~Inroy a1·c spoken of in the highest terms n.s 
mt.1n of ~trong chai·ncter and tine persouul :lppt•urniu:e. 

'l'lw seoornl tlnughter of f'npt.. Jctletliah :\lnrcy and Huth Larned, 
w:ts Ifaunnh, who mnrrietl ,Jn.cou }~tlwnrtls in 1800. 'l'lwy Uvetl ut the 
:\[:u·cy ho1uestcnd, tintl theil" fit-:st three children ,vere born there. 
Aftcrwnrtls, they built the house where '11. Jcro1nc Il:1.rri11gton lives, 
nntl h1.tc1· built the oltl house of their son, w·illhuu Etlwurds, whei·c 
IIruuinh (l\Iai·oy) Edwards c.lied in Jnuc, 1825. ~l'hey hall ei~ht l,hil­
dreu. Their oldest d:iughtcr, Ophclfa, marril•tl George Henly of Dud­
ley. Their oldest 8011, ,vulinm, inlmritctl fi·om hoth fnthcr aut.l n1other 
au erect, vigorous nnd strong physique, null mcntul energy· aml ca­
pn.ci t y f 01· acti , .. e businesij p Inns n.utl pursuits, thnt mnde hin1 for :i period 
of ti.fty yenrR n. p1·omiueut figure in nil the cntc1·p1·isl'S to nch·anl'e the 
growth n.nd pt·ospcrity of this to,vu. Ile wns etlncntctl in the pnl>lic 
schools tu1tl u.t Nichols .Acndetuy. Ile 1unr1·iet.l in 1850, Cnthc1·i11e ~1. 
\Vni-tlw£'11, thu oltlcst tlnnghtm· of Dr. Stc•ph~n I(. \\"nrllwcll of 11:U'll• 
wick, n.ntl their home ,vn.,q :ti wny~ the most hnspit:1.blt? :u1tl sot·ial in 
tho to,vn. N' o one <W<'r :1p1w:ilctl tn t.hrnn in \'nin fm• :Luy khuhu•~~ or 
dmrity. 

\Vhm1 n hoy, lw c•ut('l'«'tl t.lm ~torn of I >nuit•t I rn,l;.to~ n~ n t•lt•rk, nnu 
Int<~,· wit",h hi>' hrnt.llt'rfol, ,J:woh :11111 ,Juhn l•:clw:u-cl~, t•~tnhli:-1ht•cl a Ju,~i­
lll'~" w hkh t'ur l"C\'l'l'nl yt•11.1•1-4 \\'U~ c.~nrrh•,l on unclur hi~ n:mw. lie.• 
Jmilt. t.llt' li1~t. hrick hlud, on tlw !-lout,h i-;itl~ of .\lnin i-;t.1"t1Pt whtwt• t.ho 
~t.or,, of P. H. Cn.r11c•nt.,•r t'o. now i~. I lil-l t·c.•:al ~,•niu" wu.s t.·ou~trut.•l.i\•H 
uml it wn~ ucti\'u u.utl fau·-runching iu tlmt tlhi•<.~t.iou. Uo wuulll nlwuys 
cont,rihut<, libe1-nlly o-f tirnc nntl money to help the 1>1·o~pcrity of tht! 
t-own. It wn~ t.hi~ t.ruit or hi~ ch:u·:wtl•r thut plnl·<•tl him at tht• ht•ntl 
of our pnblic-~pirited cittzcus in l:1.yiug out n.ntl ~ccuriug 1ww n.ntl l>l•t­
ter highways to the town. It ,vn.s through hil'I intlucnct', thu.t, iu 
18-!U, tl-u~ 1·n.ih·ontl~ lwt"'''<'n ,vorcester :u1tl 1Inrtfo1·ll through C'hnrlton 



Depot. nl~o fr01n Bl:wlu:tone to 8out.hhridS?e ,vcr<-' ~t1rvcycd. nnd chnr­
tcri-l ~ceurcd for thu con~t.1·1wt.io11 ol' th~ -~:uuc. Such was his zt•2tl :uul 
dt•tt111uinntion to Sl~cure rnilroutl fncilitic~ for the town, that in 1.855 
and 1S56 he took <.'ontrncts to grntlc the ronc.l bet"·cmt N'Pw Hoi,1ton anll 
Sc,ut.hbridge with the ~ubscriptiou for stock nnc.l bonds only pn.ninlly 
sutli<.'it111t to co,·cr the expense of the "·ork. Ile also purchased the 
right of "·ny in order to get on to lnnd to do the grnding and change 
the cluu1nel or the rh·cr itt Saiule1·stlnle. I-le expended ~evernl tllous­
n11ll uolla1·s 11101-e thuu he received, which ,vns never pn.id l>nck to hhn. 
V'util 1865, ho ,vorkctl to scctu·e the complt•tion o:f this rnih-oull, nut! 
to hhu i~ line n large ~h:u·e of the c1·edit for its co1nplction. Ile wn~ 
iusti-mne11tal in getting the telt~grnph line built to 8outhb1·idge, u.nd 
wns the prime mo,·er in procuring ihe survey and locntion of Ilmniltoll 
~treet ngu.inst the strongest opposition of the voters of the to"~1. 'l'he 
site of th~ exteusiyc Catholic pro11erty on 1Tnmilton str~et wns hi~ 
gift. His ent.e11n·i~e aud interest in the growth of the town wu.s shown 
hy the utunhc1· of built.lings ho hml t'1·ectetl; the!iie arc uillll!ty l.n1iltl• 
ings, eighty of which ,uc dwe1lh1g houses, not iucluuing his own 
house 011 llaiu street. Ile ,vns sevenLl times selectman, auu postmas­
ter t"·ice. No record of his life could be c01nplete that did not cou1-
1ne11cl his social qunlities nud cha1·ncteristics; through all the trouble 
and ~orrow of his life he was ever the ldnd•henrted and sy1npnthctic 
mnn and friend. Ile died in 1886, nt seventy-six ycn1·s of nge. 

Jucob aud Pierpont Ellwnrds, the second nnd the youngest sons of 
Unnnnh ~Iarcy n1ul Jncoh Euwnrds, ren1ovetl to Boston onrly in life, 
bnt u.lwuys kept their interest in thcil· nntivc town, auul the lutte1· 
1wvcr nl lowed u. yc~:u· to pnss without a visit to 8outhbriuge. Being 
tlw younge:,,;t of t.lm fnmily~ hi~ ullvnntngcs fol· nn <~ducat.ion wm·~ m1wh 
hctter tlmn hi8 olc.ler l>rothct·K who tl~tHt·mincd h<, should hn\'e whut, 
hall been ucnicd the111 iu schooling. He wus sent to \Vill)l•ahurn .Acntl• 
,•my, on,~ of th~ h(lst in~titntions of its kind nt thnt time. ..\ftcr c01n­
i,h•t.ing the l~our:.:u ol' i,4(.udy l ht1 l't 1

, Jw went- to Bo~Lon 1uul t•ntt•rt•tl Um 
:.(l'Ol~t.•ry hn~int.•~s. lie w:u, n. mmuht!r of the~ t.•ity conucil, :Lncl Juul tnk,1 11 

tlm higlu.?lit tlt•gi-ne in ~[nso111·y. He_ hclongetl to the De lioluy Coan­
mnmlery. lle uied in lSUU, uutl wna1 but·icll hm·e, iu the ~uue lot with 
his g-1-n.udftLther, Lieut. Uobe1·t Edwnrus. 

,Jncoh Etl wnnb;, n.ftt.•t· n. succ.·es~ful husiness l":t.rl•~r In Routhhrhlge, 
remov<~d to llo~tou iu 1854, and cnteretl the wholesulc d1j' gorn..ls mul 
commi~sion house o:f .\nuuitlowu, llow1uan & Co. A. fc,v ycni-s lntc1· 
he foruu~cl the l~ouct.lrn of Etlwn1·ds, Hiclmrlls "t Nichol~, whid1 cmnu 
tu he the lending whole~ale tlry goouR store in Boston. lie 1-ctfrcu 
from thi~ husiucss about 1SG5, nud wns mudc n dh·ecto1· in the Xntlonnl 
Buuk of Hctlt•t11ptinn. hut wn.~ rP:ll ly tht• thuuwinl ,uh·i~N·. \Vhile holtl• 



ing thi~ po,;it.ion, h<' ,vn~ el~ct.<'<1 tr(\n~urci· of th~ nn.t<'s M111~ at T..c"·is­
ton, ~ln.iue. Ho re-orguuizec.l the olll H1n·t1gue )Iills nt .Augnstn, :\Iniue, 
,•nlnr~ing u.nll hnilding new mills, until lt is one of the largest ttnd 
hP~t Ptfnippe<l <'otton tuills in thnt stnte, kuo,vn ns the Ed,vnrds )[nuu­
l':wt.uri 11:.{ Compnny. 

I It~ has heltl responsible positions ns n c.lirector in rnilronds and 
trust co1npnnie~. His opinions nnd advice iu nll questions of flnnnce 
hn\'e nhY:ty~ b«'cu coushfor~<l of grt!nt vnlue. Dut·ing nll these y(~:u·s 
of the most n<.~tive bn~inc~s life, he hn.s ret:\ined his intcre8t iu his 
unt.ivc town, and wns n fretitwnt vi~itor hl'rc u.s long n~ his he:llth 
pe11nitt<'tl. lie wns m:ulc <lirccto1· in the Honthbridgc 'N'ntionnl B:inlc 
in 18-U and served as dit-ector tifty-flve y~nrs, :ind ns pt·esitlent for 
thh·ty-t,vo years until his rc8ignu.tion when he wm~ no longer nhle to 
attend th<~ mc('.'tings. 

J n vic'w or hi~ ffs:tm,sh~n nud ~ntmcf-'~fnl hu~int~!-l~ eut,~rpri~m, am.l 
al I he lml-4 :wco1uplishetl .for himself anti others, we mn.y suy he i~ t.he 
mo1"t ai>h' :uul ~tWl't•!-l~ful hu~illl'!:H! 11uu1 thnt 8outhbriugc can l~laim. 

:\lnry, the ~econtl duughtcr of .Jacob and IInunnh (ll:u·cy) I~uwn.rds, 
nmrried Billing~ :b.,nrrington of ,vnles, :\[n~s. They li,•ctl iu \\'"oon­
~ocket, U. I., and were illcutitietl with the growth nutl pro~perity of 
thn.t to,vn. · 

George Etl\\~nrd~, the third son of JTannnh lfnrcy and .Jacoh 
I~llwnt·tl~, livt~tl at home antl asl-li~tcd hi~ father, until nfter hu was 
mnrri('.'u. He then went to Dudl£'y to live, nutl for 1nnny y<'nrs hns 
b<'eu n sucti~s8ft1l fnrmcr. .Aftct· hil'l fntlwr's <lentil, he went on to the 
old pince nt \\'est Dudl~y to liv<'. 

'l'h<' following wn~ tnlmn from n hiogr:iphi,~nl ~kt1 tt•h in t.lu~ Tli~t.ory 
of \\' orce~t.t•r county: 

~'.Tohn Etlwnrtls w:1 .• ~ next to t.lm yotntgN~t of th<' eight 1.!hildrt1 11 of 
fhtnnnh ~lnrl~r nnt.l .Tncob T•:dwnrtlR. He wns horn in 1822. Ile tlitl 
not, inherit t.lt~ l-4tron~ phy!-liq1w of t.lw nt.lwr t•hilch·,•11 aml alwny~ 
luul t.o l'Ont.t•ntl with phy~kn.l innhilit;y in wh:1lt~\·t•1• he tmclt!rtou1~ t.u 
actmmpli~h. Iii~ t•nrly c•thwnt.iou wntil limit,t•tl .t,o t.lm i11!tlt,r1wt.ion ~iVNl 
in t.hc pnhliu !-=dtnol~ or t.ht• town, nntl n. ~hurt tmur~• ·of l-'t,mly in \Vil ... 
hrn.h:un .Al!:ttlutuy, alftcr which he w:1!il mui,loyctl in tlm ~tom of his 
brother~, "'illlmn :nul ,Tnt•oh F.,h,·nrdfa, ,Tr., who t•:1rri~tl 011 the• lt'ntling 
tlry good~ :uul grm.•t•ry hul-lin~~l-\ or t.lm town. In 18--t-t _lm IH'c:u1m a. 
pnl't.nc•r in the 1h'tn which l'Olltinu,~d to tlo lnu~hwl-ls nnti1 185:!, when 
,Tnt.•oh Edwnrd~, ,Tr., i;;oltl out hi~ int(l1•t~~t to hi~ ln·otlwM', \\·'illinm :uuJ 
John, who <livhl«•d tht, hu~inrn~l'l, \\'illi:uu t:1.king tht• grnl't'l'Y, aml ,Joint 

th~ tlry goods <fo11:u·t1nent, doing busine"'!i; u1u.le1· t.he th·m nnme of 
.John E,lw:u·tl~ ,t C'ompany nut.it .Tmu1:1.1·y, 1S71, wllt'n, in t~,u,sec1ul~lll'e 
or fniling lll':1lth, :\lr. l~,lw:\r1l~ t"l't.irc•tl f1•om ill'th·,• hnsinc•l1~. 1n 18o0 



whm1 his !iltor~ wnfl grt'ntly injurt,,l hy tlre in an ndjoining building, he 
wns hronght to fntm tlw quc:itiou of rehuiltliug or follo,v his hrothe1· 
to no~tou. On n1nt.urc con~illt•rn.tion ho tlt~t·illt~tl to rmnnin in Houth­
hri<.lgt~ and enlarge hi~ hu~iness.. II~ <n·nl•tl'll tho hl.rge hrick hind< on 
~lnin ~trl'tit, ocl•npyiug the first nnd Recoutl floors foa• t.lw h11~i11t\~~­
'l'hc thiru tloor wns fluislwu and usetl fo1· many yenrs 11.s the largest 
all(l he~t hall in this vicinity. .At the time, this was the only dt.~pnrt• 
m(•ut ~tore in the county antl ns bu·gc a~ uny store in Hoston. Tho 
erection of this block ,vns the connnencen1ent of the construction of 
the tine lnu;iucss briclt blocl~s which give Southbl'illge it~ prominenct~, 
fl.l1tl dist.inctiou, null hnd not u. little to tlo with ntt1·ucting :Lttcmtion to. 
the bu~iuess c:1.pncity :uul "interest of tlm town, that led to t.lw com­
pletion of the rnilrontl .... 

'!'his brief sketch of llr. Edwards sufficiently indlcntes his rank in 
the socinl, business, nnd political life of the to,vn, and the L•oufidcuce 
and respect he enjoyed u.s a citizen among those who kne,v him hest, 
bnt is, after nll, deflcieut iu co11veyi11g to a11y hut those who knew the 
tletail of his I if<~-w,wk his re:ll worth to the couuutu1ity in ,vhich he 
lived. 

Ills business was conducted with a systetn and attention to details 
unexcelled even at the present dny. llis success ns a merchnut 
established his reputation ns a man of uuuswil business cap:lcity. ~"'or 
twenty yen.rs he was a. director in the ~out.hbridgc Xntionnl Bnnk and 
trustee of the Savings ll:u1k. Ile represented the to,vu in the legis­
lature in 1855. He th-st introduced gas into the towu, putting in the 
gns works fo1· his o'wu use, aftc1·\\~\nls 01>ernti11g t.heu1 suc&.•es~ful ly for 
the to,vn until di~posed of to the llutual Gnslight C01npa11y. II~ 
1n1rclmsed lnnd 011 Mn.in ~trcet and ituprovctl it hy 01>e11i11g null lmilll­
iug Everett street. 'rhe tin<' row of ho1·se chestnut trl•es thcrt• wcr,~ 
phu1tetl under his uh-<!ction. !Ic 1,uilt the hous~ no,v owned by ~Lrs. 
('harle~ V. Cui·pl•11t-•1·, also the house co1·11er of llnin nutl Everett 
~trl~t1t.s. 111 publil• nmttm-s lw wn~ lil>ci-:ll, puhlil!•!!i?ph·itt~d, aJUl l'llh!l'• 
pl"i"'iug, null his advice wns co11siuc1·etl or vnlnc. · He was nu intlnt'u­
tinl n1emfJe1· of tile Huptist society, :ind when the 1uecting house wns 
uc~troyed by tlrc in 1868, it was largely through his labot•s that the 
prci,ient bouse wna l,uilt. Ile contributed both thne nutl money 
Hberu.lly towards its co11st1·uction nncl n.t his dcc~u.se left to the sock~ty 
a.nd other Baptist institutions n legllcy. Ile ,vus ~lwnys lookiug ahentl 
and desired to keep nbren.ijt of the thnes in all things. lie hntl 
tru.vclled extensively in this country, nnd w·:u; n.n intelligent ol>serv<.~r, 
mot1t truly n seU-uuulc mnu. 

'rhe youngest son of C':tpt. Jetlellinh Marcy and Ruth T~n.1·ned wus 
,Jetlctli:th, who wn~ horn in the l\lu1·,•y hon~" in 1704 und livcct his lift• 



the1"<,. IIiR «'arly t,tlncntionn.l :1th-21ntngc~ were limih~d iuul he _wns 
1mvcr a grcnt lov,,r or hooks, hut inlmrit.t•cl gt·l':tt nutnl'nl ttbilitic~. lle 
nmrriml l~~thcr llenly of Dudl~y, net~. 3, 1810. 'l'hey hnd four chil­
drcm. l•'rom 171>0 to U-H8 tluwe were sevcrul :tttempts to esttiblish cotton 
uml woolen mills 011 the sit.c or the oltl mills o.f llo~es l[nrcy but t\11 · 

the~m t•tlt.H'ts J':tilt•d. 
In 181S, JPu~linh l[nrcy nnd his . fnther-in-lu.w, Col. :\Iosc!14 Henly, 

comnwuct•tl t.ho mm1uf:1cturc of woolen goocls. Atlolphu~ Uartholo­
m~w, fathe1· of .\. J. Bnrtholonu,,v, WtL~ snpm·intctuleut of these mills. 
'l'ht~y <!ontinuctl this husiuelil~ for two ye:u~, then 1,~:\sed the mill~ fot• 

~even y(•nri-; until till att,•mpt.~ to c,stnl.Jli~h :l, ~llt!t~t~~sfnl hu~iuess w,•rc 
mm,·:tiling. .Mr. Mnruy honght of Col. llc:ily :uul the ot-.lmr hcit-s, 
tlll'ir iutl't·e~t, so thn.t he owne,l the whole~ of the origimd :\lnrcy prop­
c~rty which hntl h('el\ in the f:uuily 05 yt•tir~. In 1827 th<, tir~t !-lulc of any 
of the lnutl wn~ nuule to T>Nwon l~lish:i ('ole, for $10,000. :\Ir. :\Iarcy 
wns onn of the thrl'e men nppointetl on the lmiltliug l 0ommittl'e on th~ 
oltl town hou~c. Tie r<.•1we~cutt1tl the towu in t.lw lc•gi~lature in 1R3-i, 
·:in, nml ·a1. IIc hn.tl nil the ,•lcm<.•uts.; of clmrncter for n l('ntl~1·, anti 
there ,vns n. time when his jutlg,n~nt n.nd will w:u~ cc1uul to n majority 
vote in town mnttci·s. 'l'he rh.liculomiJ uev<'r e~cnpet.l hi~ tletertion anti 
it wns scltlo1n forgotten. Not n. fe,v persons htn·c felt his ~nrc:ism nntl 
wit. II~ w:\:o, a nuiu of mni-ketl hulivithtnlity. Ile tlitl hi~ own think­
ing nntl re:u.•hed his own conclnsiou~ which, when once rt•adietl, were 
nuver ah:uulon<'tl. U his nmhition h:ic.1 equnllt•tl his ability he conhl 
lmvc ri~en to n.s grt-:1.t <1min<'ncc n..q his brother~ the gov(~ruor. Ile tlietl 
in ~l:'I.)', 1877, :uul n week lu.t<'I' hiR wife followt•tl him; n. month huforC', 
theh· ohlcst son, Lt1cinn 'll:il't~y, hnd tlicll _,·cry r-;ud,ltmly. II<? w:ts n 
mn.n who w:a!o\ .m,wh t'C'!ill)"Ut<'tl in town nntl inherit~tl nmuy of t.lar. t.r:lit:R 
or dmr:wtt.ar or hil" roa,~fatluw~imlPtH'nttcnt•H of t.hought :uul sou11,t 
jUtlgment.. Ile w:i~ ~nlt?ctmnn nn~l repm1.tt.1tlly hcltl tltt• otllc~ of :1.~~e~­
~or. In 18fi:i, h<' rc1,ro~cntt•tl t.lw town in the IP;.tiid:\t.urr•. 

'l'hc~ only tl:mght.,•r, l•:~uwr l lnmmoml, of .Jt;,ll•tlinh aml l•::-tlwr 
ll<':i\y )ln.rcy, nmrt·h•tl I sr:wl C. 'l'row, :uultlrnir tl:mghtt~r 1mu·rit•1l II on • 
.A. ,J. Uurtholotn~w. ~Ir~. Bnrtholomcw wn~ of the se\'enl.h g,meru­
t.iou, l>o1·n iu the Mnrey homcstcnd. 

\\'tllh1.1u. .\nu1·ew, the young<'~t ~on of ,T~tletll:1.h 1£nrcy, wn~ horn 
:lntl lU\1-' nlwny~ livt•d in the olcl house. His ill ht1ulth h:is u lw:ty~ 
mntle it nece~~nry fo1· hhu to le:ul a. quiet lice, nud now, an ohl mnn, 
he sit~ hy this he:u-th~tone whc1·e fo1· o,·er l»O ye:u·~ the tire hns e,·er 
been kept ·burning. Loolilng l>n~k with n. mcntnl vi~iou t.lmt has ht•eu 
strengtlu:metl 1Jy trntlitions whid1 hu.vc heeu lmntletl down directly fron1 
f:ither to ~ou, he -tukcs n grt'nt intPrcst in n.11 th~ hn1u·ovem~nt~ gioing 



on in town, and is a 1nost inte1·e~ting man in conver5ation. .A.s long 
as he lives, this historic old home of the ~Iarcys will stand. 

'fhere are other men, descenclants of J obn Marcy at \\ .. ood~t9Ck, to 
whom an entire paper might be given. .Among them _ are Professor 
Olh·er Marcy of Evanston, Ill., to ,vhom we are indebted for the 
genealogical ret.-ord of the family; and Randolph Barnes ~Iarcy, an 
American general, father-in-law of General .McClellan, and a ,\Titer 
ot considerable note. Many others might be spoken bf, but we v.ill 
leave then1 for future gene1-ations, trusting their lives and "·ork. ,vill 
be of as grent Yalue to this community as have been tho~ of their 
ancestors. 


