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GENEALOGY OF THE MURDOCH FAMILY 
The Murdoch family is an ancient house of Scotland. The present Duke of 

Arguyll, writing in The Highlander, page 5, of The Ten Bells of Inverary, said: 
"The eighth is S. Murdouch; an early anchorite Bishop, who founded the ancient 
Parish of Kilmorich at the head of Loch Fyne; ... the patronage thereof was 
given to the Abbot and monks of Inchaffray in 1241." 

In the language of armory the Murdoch arms is described in Fairbank's Book 
of Crests: ''Arg. an arrow fessways pointing to the sinister, charg"ed with or pierc­
ing two ravens sa. 

"Crest: A raven sa. rising pierced by an arrow in bend sinister. 
"Motto: Omnia pro bono--Bookplate of Thomas Murdoch. 
"Arg. an arrow fessways piercing two ravens sa. 
"Crest: A lion's head erased gu. 
"Motto: Omni Secundo." 
Of this Scottish house we trace from Ireland to America some descendants. 

G·ENERA TION ONE 
JAMES MORDAH was born in 1640 in County Tyrone, Province of Ulster, 

Ireland. He emigrated to America, where he died. He had two sons: JOHN MOR­
DAH and Robert Mordah, who emigrated to America. 

GENERATION TWO 
JO·HN MORDAH, sen of James Mordah, was born in 1670 in County of 

Tyrone, Province of Ulster, Ireland, and died in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
in 1745. His ~ife's name was Agnes. The children of this John Mordah and 
Agnes were: 

I. JAMES MORDAH, born 1708, of whom a fuller account will be given 
later. 

II. Agnes Mordah, born 1712. She married Thomas Rutherford of Ireland. 
III. A daughter born in 1714, who married Henry McKinney. 
IV. Eleanor Mordah, who went with her brother, James, to North Carolina 

about 1750. 

In Abstracts of Lancaster Wills, Vol. II, Page 647, in the Genealogical Society 
of Pennsylvania, is recorded the abridgment of the will of this John Mordah, written 
August 22, 1744, and probated January 9, 1744-5, in which he specifies his wife as 
Agnes and names three of his children: 1. James, whom he appoints Executor; 
2. Henry, and 3. Eleanor. 

GENERATION THREE 
JAMES MORDAH, son of John and Agnes Mordah, was born in 1708. In the 

Pennsylvania Archives, 3rd Series, Vol. XIV, Page 476, dated July 5, 1745, James 
Murdock possessed 200 acres of land in Lancaster County. He married Agnes 
------ and moved to North Carolina about 1750. In Rowan County, Deed 
Book 2, Page 64, Samuel Baker and Elizabeth, his wife, Roger Lawson and Hannah, 
his wife, sold to James Mordah on March 24, 1755, 640 ac.res of land in Rowan 
County, N. C., for five shillings sterling. On the second of April, 1764, this James 
Mordah and Agnes, his wife, sold to John Mordah 3 00 acres of land, according to 
the record in Rowan County Deed Book 5, Page 472: 

"This Indenture made the second day of April in the year of our Lord 1764 
between James Murdah & Agnes his wife of Rowan County ... and John Murdah 
... Five Shillings . . . three hundred acres . . . . 

JAMES MORDAH 
AGNES MORDAH." 



On August 1, 1774, James Mordah made his will, which original will is on file 
in the Historical Commission at Raleigh, N. C. among the Rowan County Wills 
17 4 3 -18 6 8, Vol. XVI, page 64; listed in the Historical Commission as CR 8 5. 0 2 5 
"The Last will and Testament of James Mordah ... I Jam-es Mordah of the 
County of Rowan & Province of North Carolina ... beloved wife Agness ... my 
son John ... my son William ... to Allen Alexander my Son ... my son William 
Morrison ... my son Robert ... my son James ... my Daughter Jean ... my 
Daughter Elinor .... my son John and my Son James, Executors ... the first day 
of August ... one thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-four .... " 

JAMES MORDAH 
HUGH BowMAN, J-urt. 
ANDREW MITCHELL 

Jos. SwAN." 
On the original will of James Mordah in Raleigh just quoted, in the upper left­

hand corner is the re~ord «May Court 1775," which indicates the time that it was 
presented for probation. It was copied and recorded in Rowan County Will Book 

a 

''A," Page 191. · 

Agnes ----, wife of James Mordah, was born in 1718 and died Septem­
ber 15, 1815. Upon her tombstone in the old cemetery of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Statesville is the following inscription: "Agnes Murdech, died Sept. 15, 
1815 in the 97th year of her age." 

GENERATIO·N FOUR 

I. JOHN MORDAH, the son of James and Agnes Mordah, was born in 1736 
in Daaplim. County, Pennsylvania. He came with his father to Rowan County 
shortly after 1750. He was an elder in the Fourth Creek Church. During the War 
of the Revolution, John Mor.dah served as a soldier, according to the ac.counts of 
the Comptroller's Office, War of the Revolution, Book «J," Page 189; Revolution­
ary Accounts Vol. VI, Page 9, Folio 1: 

On June 24, 1784, John Mordah entered 50 acres of Rowan Ccunty land on 
the waters of Fourth Creek, according to the record in the land grant office at 
Raleigh and recorded in Rowan County Book 75, Page 252. This land was issued 
to him December 20, 1791. 

On January 18, 1794, John Murdah entered 199 acres of land on the waters 
of Fourth Creek as recnrded in Book 99, Page 202, which were issued to him on 
December 14, 1798. 

On the third of October, 1810, John Murdoch made his will, which is recorded 
in Iredel Will Book 1, Page 276~ as follows: 

"I John Murdoch ... my daughter, Nancy ... my son John Murdah ... my 
daughter Lilies Steel ... my son James ... my son Samuel ... my son Andrew 
... 3rd of Oct. 18 10 ... . 

JOHN MURDAH." 

Upon the tombstone of John Mordah in the graveyard of the Fourth Creek 
Presbyterian Church-now called the First Church of Statesville, North Carolina, 
is the following inscription: "Sacred to the memory of John Mordah who departed 
this life March the 16th, 1811, in the 79th year of his age. 

Vain man thy fond pursuits forbear 
Repent, the end is nigh, 

Death at the farthest can't be far 
Oh think before thou die." 
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Upon the tombstone of Elizabeth Mitchell Mordah, who lies beside her hus­
band, is the inscription: ((Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Mordah wife of John 
Mordah who departed this life July 20-in the 51st year of her age. 

My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpets joyfully sound, 
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise 
And in my Saviour's image rise." 

The children of John Mordah and Elizabeth Mitchell were: 
1. Agnes, born 1761; died 1829. 
2. John, born 1764; died---; married Lucy Lazenby. 
3. James, born 1771; died 1813. 

II. James Mordah, son of James and Agnes Mordah, was born 17 3 8, and came 
with his father, James Mordah, to Rowan County, North Carolina, shortly after 
1750. He served in the Revolutionary Army, according to Revolutionary Army 
Accounts Miscellaneous, Book ccB," Page 54, Book EG, Page 75; Revolutionary 
Army Ac.counts, Vol. 4, Page 99, Folio 3; Vol. 8, Page 87, Folio 4. 

James Mordah married Sarah Morrison. 
On February 6, 1810, James Mordah and George L. Davidson entered 100 acres 

of land on the headwaters of I.L. Creek as recorded in Iredel County, Book 126, 
Page 286, which land was issued to him on December 11, 1811. 

This James Mordah, on July 15, 18 17, made his will, which is recorded in lredel 
County, N. C., \Vill BOOK 1-A, Page 2: 

'''I James Mordah ... this fifteenth day of July ... 1817 ... loving wife 
Sarah ... my nephew James Murdah ... my nephew Thomas Mordah .... 

JAMES MURDAH.'' 

III. William Mordah, son of James and Agnes Mordah, was born in 1740 in 
Pennsylvania and can1e with his father, James Mordah, to North Carolina after 
1750. He served in the Revolutionary Army, acc.ording to Revolutionary Army 
Accounts, Vol. 9, Page 10 8, Folio 2. 

On November 4, 1769, William Mordah married Agnes Wasson, according 
to Rowan County marriages, which listed Joseph Wasson as giving his consent and 
Jos. Davison as bondsman. 

On April 9, 1796, William Mordock entered 160 acres of land in Iredel County 
on the waters of I. L. Creek, as recorded in Book 92, Page _18 3, which land was 
issued to him Dec em her 1 8, 17 9 7. 

Upon his tombstone in the Statesville cemetery is the inscription: ((William 
Murdoch, died in 18 29 in the 90th year of his age." 

They had the following children: 
1. Elizabeth, born 1772; died 1860. 
2. Agnes, born --; died --; married a Means. 
3. William, born 177 6; died 1811. 
4. Sarah, born 1778; died 1780. 
5. Sarah ( 2) born 1781; died 1814. 
6. Joseph, born 1787; died 1857; married Dorcas Witherspoon. 
7. John, born 1791; died 1857; married Mary Steele; born 1798; died 

1866. Both John and Mary Murdoch are buried in the old cemetery, 
Statesville, North Carolina. (See page 7.) 

IV. Elizabeth Mordah, the daughter of James Mordah and Agnes, was born 
.in 1744 in Pennsylvania. She came with her father, James Mordah, to Rowan 
County, N. C., about 1750. On January 4, 1769, she was united in marriage to 
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William Morrison, according to the marriage bonds of Tryon and Lincoln Counties-
1769-1810-by Fred A. Olds: "Morrison, William, January 4, 1769, Murdock, 
Elizabeth, James Murdoch." 
V. Robert Mordah, the son of James Mordah and Agnes, was born in 1748. 

In Rowan County Book 11, Page 367, The State of North Carolina granted to 
Robert Mordah for 50 shillings for each hundred acres 500 acres of land in Rowan 
County on the waters of Third Creek. 

On March 24, 1779, he entered 500 acres of land in Iredel County on the waters 
of Third Creek, as recorded in Book 67, Page 180, which land was issued to him 
on August 9, 1787. 

On January 26, 1799, Robert Mordah entered 193 acres of land in Iredel 
County on both sides of Third Creek, according to Entry 443 in the Land Grant 
Off ice, Raleigh,' N. C. 

In the Index to the North Carolina Revolutionary Army Accounts, Vol. XI, 
Page 77, Folio 4: "Certificates paid by Charles Bruce Commissic,ner for Salisbury 
District, No. 7 3 Robert Murdoch 11, 5, 1, 3, 7." 

On August 28, 1824, Robert Murdoch made his will, which is recorded in 
Iredel County Will Book 2, Page 52: 

"In the name of God Amen I Robert Mordoh of the County of Iredel and 
State of North Carolina ... to my beloved wife Jane ... my c.hildren have all 
received th air full pertion . . . my respected friend, Moses Alexander and my son 
Thomas Mordoh ... Exectors ... this twenty eighth day of August in the year 
of our Lord one thousand Eight hundred and twenty-four .... 

MosEs BoYD. 
THOMAS BOYD." 

ROBERT MORDAH (Seal). 

On November 4, 1769, Robert Mo,rdah married Jane Davidson, according to 
Rowan County Marriage Record: "Mordah, Robert; Davidson, Jane 1769 Novem'­
ber 14. Robert Mordoch, John Oliphant, Jos. Davison." 

This Jane Davison was the daughter of Joseph Davidson, who gave his consent 
on the marriage bond just quoted. 

On April 26, 1776, Joseph Davidson enlisted in the First North Carolina 
Battalion for two and one-half years, as evidenced by Colonial and State Records 
of North Carolina, Volume 15, Page 718. 

"Roll of Colonel Thomas Clark's Company, First North Carolina Battalion 
commanded by Colonel Thomas Clark. September 8, 1778-Book of Army Returns, 
Number 27, page 21; Number 40, Joseph Davidson, April 26, '76, two and one 
half years." 

But this did not determine his period of service, as is evidenced by North Caro­
lina, Revolutionary Accounts: Volume 1, Page 7, Folio 4; Volume 1, Page 19, 
Folio 4; Volume 1, Page 58, Folio 4; and Revolutionary Accounts, Misc.ellaneous, 
W, Number 1, Pages 23, 37 and 50. Joseph Davidson not only served after 1778, 
but fought to the end of the war, as proven by North Carolina Revolutionary 
Army Accounts, Volume 12, Page 100. 

"Number, 1475; By Whom Granted, Dickson and Routledge; To Whom 
Granted, Joseph Davidson; Date, Mch., 1872; Sum, 19-16-6; Interest, 2-9-4; To 
What Time, 16 April, 1784; Total Amount, 22 5 10." 

For his loyalty to the Revolutionary cause, Joseph Davidson had his home 
sacked and burned by the British. 
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One of Joseph Davidson's sons was Captain Alexander Davidson of Salisbury, 
under Colonel Francis Lock. When this son went out with his Company Joseph 
Davidson had his slaves make shoes for every soldier of his son's Company. 

When the Third Creek Presbyterian Church, which ultimately became the 
First Presbyterian Church of Statesville, was organized, Joseph Davidson was 
enrolled as one of the charter members. 

On August 9, 1778, this Joseph Davidson entered 400 acres of land on the 
waters of Third Creek in Rowan County, N. C., according to Book 67, Page 12, 
which land was issued to him October 25, 1786. 

On September 15, 1795, Joseph Davidson made his will, which is recorded in 
lredel County Will Book I, Page 92: 

ccl, Joseph Davidson ... my dearly beloved wife Sarah ... my son Alexander 
... Joseph Davidson my grandson ... Thos Davidson my grandson ... Jas David­
son my grandson ... Joseph Olephant, my grandson ... one fifth part given to 
my son in law .Matthew Olifent ... one fifth part to Robt Mordach ... one fifth 
part to Alexander Young ... one fifth part to Wm. Watts . . . one fifth part to 
Jas. Young my sons in law ... this fifteenth day of September ... one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety five ... . 

SAML HARRIS 

MARY HARRIS, Jurat 
JEAN A. WILSON." 

JOSEPH DAVIDSON. 

VI. Martha Mordah, the daughter of James Mordah and Agnes, was born in 
1751. She married George Morrison. 

VII. Jean Mordah was born in 1757. On March 30, 1819, she made her will, 
which is recorded in lredel County Will Book 2, Page 146: 

"I Jean Morduh ... 30th day of March ... 1819 ... my nephew John Mordah, 
son of Wm. Mordah . . . . 

JEAN MORDAH." 
VIII. Elinor. 

GENERATION FIVE 
The children of Robert Mordah and Jane Davidson were: 

I. Joseph Mordah, who married Jane Witherspoon. 
II. John Mordah, who married----- Williams. 

III. Alexander Mordah, who married Narcissa Watts. 
IV. Thomas Mordah, the son of Rebert Mordah and Jane Davidson, and Exe­

cutor of his father's will, was born in 178 3. On August 14, 1812, Thomas 
Mordah entered 50 acres of land in Iredel County on the waters of Fifth 
Creek, according to Book 127, Page 246. 

About 1848 Thomas Mordah died and was buried at Bethany Cemetery near 
Statesville, N. C. 

The wife of Thomas Mordah was Eleanor Steele. She was born October 10, 
1795, and died June 15, 1868. (See page 10.) 

t Eleanor Steele, who married Thomas Mordah, and Mary Steele, who married 
John Mordah, were sisters and both daughters of William Steele, who was born in 
1763 and died October 19, 1849, at the age of 86. 

When 19 years of age, on March 6, 1782, William Steele enlisted for service in 
the Revolutionary War, as evidenced by Colonial and State records of North 
Carolina, Vol. XVI, Page 1164: 
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((Name, Steele, Wm.; Rank, Pt.; Companies, Jones'; Date of Enlistment, 
6 March, '8 2; Period of Service, 12 months." 

On September 8, 1790, William Steele bought land on Fourth Creek, according 
to Iredel County, N. C., Deed Book A, Page 223. Later purchases are recorded in 
Deed Book F, Pages 531 and 569; J. Page 224; L. Page 222; R. Pages 201 and 3 86. 

In Statesville, Iredel County, N. C., Deed Book R, Page 395, we find the fol­
lowing record: 

"Know all men by these presents that I William Steel of the County of Iredell 
and State of North Carolina for and in consideration of the natural love and 
affection which I have for William F. Steel, Jane Steel my children ... agree ... 
the William F. Steel and Jane Steel should have the use of the plantation that I 
now live on during my natural life or the natural life of my wife Mary and the 
said William F. Steel and Jane Steel . . . doth hereby covenant and agree with 
William Steel to support him said William Steel and wife Mary Steel . . . 21 day 
of January 1834. 
JOHN STEEL. 

WM. STEEL. 
WM. F. STEEL. 
JANE STEEL." . 

In 18 3 5 William Steele was still living and receiving a pension for his Revolu­
tionary Services, as proven by Colonial and State Records of N. C., Vol. XXII, 
Pages 55-86: "North Carolina Revolutionary Pensioners under The Acts of 1818 
and 18 3 2 as Reported by Secretary of State to Congress in 18 3 5 ... Steele, William 
P . '' nvate .... 

Mary, the wife of William Steele, was born in 1770 and died July 24, 18 3 8 ... 
68 years of age. 

On the first day of November, 1838, William Steele entered into another agree­
ment, this time with his daughter, Mary, who had married John Mordah, not that 
they should merely have the use of the plantation as had been allowed William F. 
Steele and Jane, his wife, but that upon his death it would be left to Mary, accord­
ing to Statesville, Iredel County, N. C., Deed Book U, Page 211 : 

uKnow all men by these presents that I William Steel of the County of Iredell 
and State of North Carolina for and in consideration of the natural love and 
affection which I have and leave to my daughter Mary Murdoch, wife of John 
Murdoch of the County and State aforesaid ... land ... on the waters of Fourth 
Creek and joining the lands of John Steel Andrew Allison Esq. and others con­
taining about four Hundred and fifty acres ... 1st day of Nov. 1839. 

WM. STEEL. 
July 21, 1840." 

NoTE: This land is still owned by the Murdoch family. Richard Murdoch, 
great grandson of John and Mary Murdoch, now owns and lives on it. 

On October 19, 1849, at the age of 86, William Steele died and was buried 
beside his wife, Mary, in Bethany Cemetery, near Statesville, N. C. (See page/8.) 

GENERATION FIVE 
John Murdoch, son of William Murdoch and Agnes Wasson, born 1791; d~ed 

1857. Married Mary Steele, who was born 1793 and died 1866. Both are buried in 
the old cemetery at Statesville. They had_ the following children: 
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GENERATION SIX 

The children of John and Mary Steele Murdoch are: 
I. Amanda, born 1818, died 1847; married L. E. Adams-no children. 

II. Mary Murdoch, married Joseph B. Douglas. They had the following children: 
I. Jane, married James Thompson. 
2. John, married Ida Turbiville. 
3. Walter, married Nannie Couger. 
4. Monroe, died unmarried. 
5. Addie, married --- Barber. 
6. Joseph Barnette, married Adelaide Cannon. 

III. Sarah Elizabeth Murdoch, married Charles L. Summers. They had the fol­
lowing children: 

I. Mary Eliza-married Elam Morrison. They had the following children: 
( 1) Alda-married Mr. Webb. 
( 2) Gertrude-married Lewis Adams. 
( 3 ) Lacy-married L. E. Morrison. 
( 4) Edgar Summers-married Notie A. Rufry. They had the following 

children: · 

a. Dewey M. 
b. Ralph Wogg. 
c .. Chester Summers. 

2. Claudius, died in the Confederate service. 
3. Ella Virginia, married Thomas Edward Stirewalt. They had the follow­

ing children: 
( 1) Jacob, 1narried Mary Will Hall 

a. One son, Jacob. 
( 2) Charles Summers, deceased. 
( 3 ) Edward Earle, deceased. 
( 4) Neale Summers, physician, married E. Fraser. 

a. Edward Neale. 
b. Louise. 

( 5) Julia Edna-married F. A. Rankin. 
a. One child-born 18 7 4; died 19 2 7. 

4. Charles Lee, physician, born 1894; died 1928; married Bessie Hall. No 
children. Charles was a physician, a noted child specialist, and at his death 
was head of the Department of Pediatrics of The University of Maryland. 

5. Metta Victoria Summers, born September 25, 1856; died January 7, 1926; 
married Walter Perkins Connally November 21, 1877; born December 1, 
1855; died November 10, 1900. They had the following children: 
(1) Clarence Bryan, born January 31, 1879; died February 4, 1920. 
(2) Ada Summers, born August 7, 1880. 
( 3) Alice Gentry, born September 13, 18 8 3; died January 16, 19 2 3. 
( 4) Walter Perkins, Jr., born October 28, 18 84. 
(5) Bessie Summers, born November 7, 1886. 
( 6) Charles Lee, born October 2 2, 1 8 8 8 ; died June 2 0, 19 2 6. 

(7) Ella May, born January 30, 1891; married Starr Neely Knox October 
16, 1926; born October 17, 1881. Have the following children: 
a. John, born October 18, 1927. 
b. James, born Oc.tober 27, 19 31. 

(8) Parks Summers, born September 23, 1894; died December 18, 1918. 
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IV. JANE MURDOCH, born 1828; died 1909; married Thomas B. Leslie, born 
18 3 2 ; died 191 5 . 

1. Mary Bettie, born 18 5 8 ; died 19 0 6. 
2. John Douglass Leslie, D.D., LL.D., Presbyterian minister, Licensed 18 83; 

pastor at Atoka, Tenn., Water Valley, Miss~, Weatherford, Paris, Temple, 
Ballinger and Cisco, Texas, 1883-1921. Stated Clerk two Presbyteries, 
two Synods; Permanent Clerk, General Assembly, 1910-1922. Stated Clerk 
General Assembly 1922--. Author Presbyterian Law and Procedure, and 
History Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1861-1935. Born June 1, 1860. 
(See Who's Who.) 
First Marriage-Gertrude Mattison, September 6, 1885. Gertrude was 

born Oct. 26, 1862; died February 27, 1896. 
( 1) Mattison Douglass, born May 28, 1887._ 
(2) Gertrude Mattison, born February 22, 1896; died July 3, 1931. 

Second Marriage-Alma LeGrand, June 28, 1898. Alma was born 1873; 
died February 5, 1909. 
( 3 ) John LeGrand, born October 1 0, 18 9 9. 
( 4) Bonnie Louise, born April 1, 19 0 3. 
(5) Francis Claudius, born October 16, 1905 .. 

Third Marriage-Ella Ragland, July 2, 1913. Ella was born November 
25, 1871., 
( 1) Mattison Dcuglass Leslie, married Lillian Riley, June 3, 1914. 

a. Gertrude, born February 12, 1925. 
(2) Gertrude Mattison Leslie, married Fred N. Bell, May, 1923. 

a. Richard Bell, born November 2, 1924. 
b. William Douglass, born August 10, 19 2 6. 

(3) John LeGrand Leslie, married Addie Caplen, February, 1920. 
a. John Douglass, Jr., born September, 1924. 

( 4) Bonnie Louise Leslie. 
( 5) Francis Claudius, married Elizabeth Nichols, October 6, 1929. 

a. Frank Nichols, born February 7, 19 3 2. 

3. Claudius Monroe, born 1866; married 1900, Margaret Grace Holderman, 
died 1931. 

4. William Bayne, born 1 8 7 0 ; married 18 9 2 Mamie F. Blankner, born 18 7 3 , 
died 19 2 8. Children: 
(1) Ruth Blankner, born 1893; died 1919. 
(2) William Neal, born 1897; died 1927-married Marjorie ---

V. Ellen Lavine Murdoch, born 8-13-1830; died 7-10-1900. Married Thomas 
Cowan Graham, September 14, 1853; born 9-8-1812; died 11-4-1881. They 
had the following children: 

I. Charles Edgar Graham, cotton manufacturer, generous contributor to 
Foreign Missions, Ministerial Relief and other Presbyterian causes; born 
11-16-1854; died 8-23-1922, Summit, N. J.; married Susan Jordan, 
6:.6-18 8 3. Children: 

(1) Ellen Lavine Graham, born 8-23-1888; died 8-8-1910. 

( 2) Allen Jordan Graham, cotton manufacturer (See Who's Who). B~~n 
3-30-1884; died 11-29-1931. Married Anne Mabel Kirkpatrick 
12-29-1909. Children: 
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a. Susan Jordan Graham, born 1-7-1911, Greenville, S. C. 
b. Allen Jordan Graham, Jr., born 4-4-1912, Greenville, S. C. 
c .. Thomas Kirkpatrick Graham, born 8-17-1918, Greenville, S. C. 

(3) Susan Graham, born July 13, 1886, Summit, N. J. Married Richard 
Early Reeves 4-15-1908. Children: 
a. Richard Early Reeves, Jr., born 10-16-1909, Summit, N. J. 
b. Charles Edgar Graham Reeves, born 9-12-12, Summit, N. J. 
c. Susan Robertson Reeves, born 9-8-15, Summit, N. J. 

2. Mary Adelaide Graham, born December 16, 18 5 8 ; died Johnson City, 
Tenn., July 29, 1925. Married Adam B. Bowman, born Johnson City 
Tenn., Jan. 12, 1853, died November 6, 1922. They had the following 
children: 

( 1) Mabel Graham, born Johnson City, September 20, 1891; died Janu­
ary 5, 1894. 

Adam B., lawyer, born September 28, 1893; married Zeph. McLeod, Pine­
view, Ga., December 15, 1923. They have the following children: 
a. Mary Jane, born September 26, 1924. 
b. Susan Frances, born July 19, 1926. 
c. Zeph McLeod, born May 26, 1929. 

(3) Ellen Rebecca, born February 7, 1896; married Frank L. St. John, 
Johnson City, Tenn. They have the following children: 
a. Frank Bowman, born May 4, 1921. 
b. Mary Ellen, born April 12, 1925. 
c. Julia Adelaide, born April 28, 1927. 

( 4) Mary Adelaide, born November 28, 1897. Married Alfred L. Spengler, 
Charlestown, W. Va. They have the following children: 
a. Mary Adelaide, born October 28, 1924. 
b. Frank Joseph, beirn January 16, 1932. 

3. William Jefferson Graham, born 11-9-1860; died 2-18-1905. Married Ida 
Lyons Heap, born 2-14-1863; died 9-4-1891. Had the following children: 

( 1) Minnie Grace Graham, born 4-23-1885, Charlotte, N. C. Married 
Lorenzo Dow McPhail, 5-6-1908. They had the following children: 
a. Grace Graham McPhail, born 6-27-1910, Charlotte, N. C. 
b. Lorenzo Dow McPhail, Jr., born 5-27-1912, Charlotte, N. C. 
c. Ernest Frederick McPhail, born S-26-1914, Charlotte, N. C. 

(2) Frederick William Graham, born 1-9-1888, Greenville, S. C. Not 
married. 

(3) 

(4) 

. 
Ada Lee Graham, born 12-25-1886, Union, S. C. Married John Row-
land Pittman, 4-2 S-1910. Had the following· children: 
a. Margaret Elizabeth Pittman, 2-9-1911, Union, S. C. 
b. Ada Lee Pittman, 5-26-1912. 

Ernest Heap Graham, born 2-18-1891; died 3-9-1932. Married Mary 
Carrow Borden, 4-25-1917, Goldsboro, N. C. They had the follow­
ing children: 
a. John Borden Graham, born 1-26-1918, Goldsboro, N. C. 

b. Mary Borden Graham, born 8-18-1919, Goldsboro, N. C. 

c. Rena Micks Graham, born 11-13-1923, Goldsboro, N. C. 

d. Ernest Heap Graham, Jr., born 10-16-1927, Goldsboro, N. C. 
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4. Ada Foster Graham, born 8-2-1862; died 3-18-1912. Married Kerr Wil­
son, 2-3-1887. They had the following children: 
(1) Sarah Ellen Wilson, born 6-16-1891, Greenville, S. C. Married John 

Edward Hart, 4-7-1923. No children. 

5. Robert Lee Graham, born 10-3-1865; died 5-15-1915. Married Marion 
Louille Williamson, 4-23-1890, Greenville, S. C. They had the following 
children: 

(1) Robert Burroughs Graham, born 5-26-1891; name changed to 
Robert Lee Graham, Jr. Married Elizabeth Agnes Snyder, Greenville, 
S. C., 8-11-1920. They had the following children: 
a. Robert Lee Graham, Jr., born 8-13-1921. 
b. George Graham, born 6-21-1926. 
c. Irine Elizabeth Graham, born 4-4-1928. 

(2) Marion Williamson Graham, born 11-6-1895, Greenville, S. C. Not 
married. 

6. Metta Lavinia Graham, born 2-23-1869. Married Ernest Franklin Young, 
6-12-1889; live at Charlotte, N. C. Children: 
( 1) Ernest Franklin Y cung, Jr. (adopted). 

VI. William Murdoch! married Jerusha Crawford. Had the following children: 
1. Walter; married Ada McLaughlin. Children: 

( 1) Richard; married (a) Ollie Shoemaker; (b) Mrs. Myrtle Jones. 
( 2 ) Nell; married Ed Brookshire. 

2. Lettie; married Oliver Connelly. They had the following children: 
(1) Ruth. 
( 2 ) Mary Belle. 
( 3 ) William. 
( 4) Ollie. 

3. Thaddeus Crawford; died as a child. 
4. Belle; died unmarried. 
5. Julia; married Eugene McLaughlin, physician, Statesville, N. C. They 

had the following children: 

( 1) Edith; married Dr. J. S. Talley. They had the following children: 
a. John Banks. 
b. Julia Rebecca. 

( 2) Esther; died unmarried. 

GENERATION SIX 

The children of Thomas Mordah and Eleanor Steele were: 

1. Robert Alexander Murdoch, born March 22, 1822, in lredel County, N. C. 
He moved to Okolona, Mississippi, where he died October 26, 1904. The follow­
ing account appeared in the Christian Observer: "A very aged and worthy elder 
in Israel has fallen in the death of R. A. Murdoch. He was born in Iredell County, 
N. C., in March, 1822, and died in Okolona, Miss., October 26, 1904. 

Like so many of the "Sons of the Covenanters," he was liberally educated, and 
made teaching his profession. In his twenty-first year he came to Itawamba County, 
Miss., and was chosen principal of the male academy of Fulton, the County Se1t. 
While teaching at Laurinburg, Tenn., he began the study of medicine, but was 
providentially hindered from completing his medical studies in 1848. He moved 
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to Okolona, Miss., and established a drug store. He was soon appointed Postmaster, 
a position he held for a few years. Closing out the drug store, he established a dry 
goods store, which was his business for many years. 

He was twice married, first to Miss Betty Short of. Pulaski, Tenn., and after-
wards to Mrs. Laura Waller of Okolona, Miss., who survives him. · 

By his first marriage he was the father of ten children, seven of whom are still 
living. Of these, one is the wife of Rev. Jere Witherspoon, D.D., of Richmond, 
Va.; one, Harvie, a consecrated young minister, laboring in the "Mountains" of 
Kentucky; three sens in business in Jackson, Tennessee, and one son and one 
daughter, Mrs. Alice Gideon, in Okolona. 

He had been a member of the Presbyterian Church for many years, and occupied 
every position of trust in its gift; at his death he was the senior elder of the session 
and ~uperintendent of the Sunday School. 

The wife of Robert Murdoch was Elizabeth (Betty) Short, born March 3 0, 
18 3 3, at Pulaski, Giles Ccunty, Tenn. She died December 12, 18 8 8. This Elizabeth 
Short was the daughter o( John Turner Short, born 1793 and died 1875, Giles 
County, Tenn., and who on May 20, 1819, had married Elizabeth Abernathy, who 
died 1872 in Giles County, Tenn. This John Turner Short was the son of William 
Short, Jr., who died in January 1830 in Brunswick County, Va., and his wife 
Mary, who died in 1851 in the same county. This William Short, Jr., was the son 
of William Short, who died in 1787 in Brunswick County, Va., and his wife Sarah. 
This William Short was the son of William Short of Brunswick County, who died 
in 1769. This William Short was the son of \Villiam Short, who, before 1725, lived 
in Prince George County, Va. 

I. The children of Robert Alexander Murdoch and Elizabeth (Betty) Short 
were: 

1. Laura Jane Murdoch, born May 21, 1855, and died February 16, 1933, in 
Richmond, Virginia. She married Rev. Jere Witherspoon, D.D., born 
April 28, 1849, and died October 27, 1909. A sketch of the life of Dr. 
Witherspoon is fcund in the Minutes of the Synod of Virginia, October, 
1910, Page 4 5. They had the fallowing children: 

(1) Preston, born July 28, 1877. Married in 1914 Miss Ruth Stallings, 
born December, 1891; live in New York. Have the following chil­
dren: 
a. Jane Witherspoon, born November 24, 1917. 

b. Anne Abernathy, born November 3, 1922. 

2. Mary Alice, born September 12, 1856; died January 5, 1934. Married 
January 25, 1882, D. H. Gideon. Had the follow~ng children: 

( 1) Harvey; unmarried. 

( 2) Howard; married Miss Brown; had no children. 

(3) Robert, born February 5, 1890; married Karene Briggs, born Janu­
ary 7, 1893. They have one child: 
a. Robert, Jr., born July 28, 1916. 

3. Ida King, born November 6, 1858; died June 5, 1862. 

4. Millard Franklin, born April 26, 1860; died March 12, 1927. Married 
Minnie Belle Neely, born August 10, 1861; died December 19, 1929. 
Had the following children: 
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( 1 ) James Brad£ ord, born April 3, 18 8 5 ; married April 7, 19 0 8, Annie 
May, born February 8, 1887. They have the following children: 
a. Neely Henderson, born February 5, 1914. 
b. James Bradford, Jr., born January 22, 1917. 

· ( 2) Millard, a daughter who received her father's name, born January 
25, 1897, in Jackson, Tenn; married October 26, 1920, Rev. Francis 
Campbell Symonds, D.D., Presbyterian Minister; licensed 1917; pas­
tor Huntsville, Texas, Thomasville, Ga., Fayetteville, N. C., and First 
Church, Lynchburg, Va., 1931--. Born November 29, 1894. They 
have one child. 
a. Francis Campell Symonds, Jr., born November 24, 1926, in Fay­

etteville, North Carolina. 

5. Edward Carson, born January 31, 1862; died January 13, 1915; never 
married. 

6. Robert Lee (Bobbie), born May 26, 1865; died December 26, 1901; 
never married. 

7. John Turner, born April 14, 1867; died December 18, 1922; married 
Jennie Lyon; no children. 

8. Lula Florence, born June 14, 1869; died November 26, 1904; married 
Joseph Chilton, Comanche, Texas. Had the following children: 

( 1 ) Ewing M., born August 17, 18 9 6; married Eleanor Cooper, 3 2 3 
N. Waverly Drive, Dallas, Texas. They have one child: 
a. Roseman Chilton. 

(2) Elizabeth, born April, 1895; married George E. Hicks, 207 N. Rose­
mont, Dallas, Texas. They have one child: 
a. Richard Chilton. 

(3) Laura May, born July, 1903; married C. T. McCutcheon, 710 South 
Spruc.e, Wichita, Kansas; they have one child: 
a. Bettie Lou. 

9. Rev. Harvey Short Murdoch, D.D., a Presbyterian Minister, born April 
12, 1871, in Okolona, Miss. Now living in Buckhorn, Ky. Married: 

( 1) Louise Saunders-no children; ( 2) Mary Coke of Auburn, Ky. Live 
in Buckhorn, Ky. 

10. Bardwell, born June 16, 1873; married Lena Lacy, born April 20, 1879. 
No children. 

II. Monroe Murdoch, the second child of Thomas Murdoch and Eleanor Steele, 
died at an early age. 

III. Joseph Murdoch, who died in young manhood. 

IV. Carson Murdoch, who never married. 

V. Sarah Murdoch, who married, first, William Simonton and, second, Alex­
ander Lawrence. One child by first marriage: 

I. Eleanor, born 1841; died November 30, 1931; married William Henry 
Morrison. Had the following children: 

( 1) James Edgar, born April 21, 18 65; died September 9, 18 65. 
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(2) Harvey Lee, born December 4, 1866; died October 24, 1919. 

( 3 ) Octa via Woods, born September 21, 18 71 ; married James Stocker. 

a. Eleanor, born February 10, 1901; married Everett B. Reece. 

(a) James Stocker, born June 3, 1924. 
(b) Mary Eleanor, born June 7, 1926. 
( c) Sarah Lee, ~orn July 4, 1929. 

2. Jane Octavia, married ( 1) Mr. Rudesil, ( 2) George Parchman. 

( 1 ) William R udesil. 

a. Clarence; married----. Has family in Memphis, Tenn. 
b. Edgar; lives in Oklahoma. 

VI. James Murdoch, who moved to Mississippi. 

VII. Dr. John Turner Murdoch, who married, but left no issue. 

VIII. Franklin Murdoch, who moved to Arkansas. 

IX. William. 

X. Albertus Pharr, who was born February 23, 1835, and died April 6, 1903, 
in Statesville, N. C. He married Margaret Crawford, born February 13, 18 3 4; 
died November 20, 1880. He then married a second wife, Katie Gray. He 
had the fallowing children by his first wife: 

1. Thomas, married Annie McKenzie; had two children; both dead. 

2. Margaret Annette Murdoch, born April 26, 1865; died June 12, 1921. 

On December 20, 1883, she married William Ross Mills, born April 26, 
1859, and still living. Their children are: 

( 1) Mittie Albertus Mills, who on March 12, 1903, married James Em­
met Bryant. They had the following children: 
a. Margaret Mills Bryant, who on July 27, 1925, married William 

Grady Morris, and they have two children, Margaret Annette 
Morris and William Grady Morris, Jr. 

b. James Emmett Bryant, Jr. 

c. Sarah Helen Bryant, who on March 2 2, 19 2 9, married Charles 
Henry Sipple, and they have two children, Helen Jeanene Sipple 
and Charles Henry Sipple, Jr. 

d. Richard Gatling Bryant. 

e. Billy Charles Bryant. 

f. Julia Hannah Bryant. 

( 2) William Ross Mills, Jr., second child of Margaret Annette Murdoch 
and William Ross Mills, married Octa Horn. Th€y have one daughter, 
Mary Annette Mills. 

( 3) Angie Clarice Mills, a third child of Margaret Annette Murdoch and 
William Ross Mills, married Allen Young Alexander. Their children 
are: Allen Young Alexander, Jr., William Presly Alexander and 
Harold Vance Alexander. 

( 4) Charles Crawford Mills, fourth child of Margaret Annette Murdoch 
and William Ross Mills, married Elsie Horn. They have four children: 
Charles Crawford Mills, Julia Mills, Jane Mills and Annette Mills. 

3. John T., married Rosa Lee Brawley, Statesville, N. C. 

13 



4. James E., married Lettie Blakey, Ennis, Tex·as. They have the following 
children: 
( 1) Margaret, married Freddie Brooks. They had one child. 

a. Mildred Joan. 
(2) Blakey. 

XI. Mary Jane Murdoch, born July 10, 1838, and died July 28, 1901; married 
Richard McLaughlin. 
A reference is made to these last named children of Thomas Murdoch in 
Guardian Bonds, Book 2, Page 55, at Statesville, N. C.: "23rd Aug .... 
1848 ... Thomas Murdoch ... appointed Guardian of John T., Franklin, 
W; Fielding, C; Albertus, P; and Mary Jane B. Murdoch minor heirs of 
Thomas Murdoch. 

1. Mary; died unmarried. 

THOS. MURDOCH. 
C. A. CARLTON. 
FIELDING WATTS." 

2. Eugene; married Julia Murdoch. Had the following childr.en: 

( 1) Edith; married Dr. Talley. Had the following children: 
a. John Banks. 
b. Julia Rebecca. 

3. Ada; married Walter Murdoch. Had the following children: 

( 1 ) Richard; married first Allie Shoemaker. Had the following children: 
a. Ada Belle; married Mr. Cline. 
b. Sue. 
Married second time Mrs. Myrtle Jones. 

Had the following children: 
a. John Eugene. 
b. Julia Elizabeth. 

4. Richard B.; died 1920; married Maud Robbins. Had the following children: 

( 1) Martha; married Frank Stanley. Had the following children: 

a. Frank, Jr. 

( 2) Richard R.; married Lissie Ashe. Had one child: 
a. Lissie. 

(3) Frank R.; married Elinor Tomlin. 

( 4) John R.; married Sarah Johnston. 

( 5) William R. 
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