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LEATHERS 
:A.NB HIS BES8ENB:ANTS. 

Some years ago, say about 18,53, a ing to two depositions, about lo39. He 
correspondent of the Philadelphia ""as taxed at Oyster River 1668 and on 
North American saicl that the people to J.677, after which our liRts are miss
named Leathers were gypRies. He di,- ing. Of the sixty tax-payers in 1668, 
conreecl learnedly as follow,: ''A fifteen were beluw him in amonut; of 
gentleman emigrating from England the forty on the li,t in 1677, ouly 
to Purtsmouth, N. ll ., a centnry or twenty-two paid a higher tax. In 1682 
more ago, bronght with him seveml of William Pitman's will made him one 
thes0 curious people and e,,dcavored to of the two ''overseers of mv wife and 
trai11 them as housebol,1 servauls. He children arn1 of my executors." Of 

,failed in the attempt and his gyp,ics whom he pnrc!rns('d land originally 
atterwrirdR betook tliemselves to the does not appc:.r. llnt, 19 ]';Larch 1693-4, 
barren and inhnspi1able plains in tho 'be had a grant of "Forty Acors of 
uew town of Barrington, where they Land Between oys1er River and Lam
and their desceudant~ have remained per Ele Riva on ye East side of y<, 

Ct 11 llS t wnddle. Eclwai-d Leathers, Pai h by - ye third brooku from oyster 
progenitor of this fontily, was a reputa- River." It "'as confirmed in town 
blo citizen of Dove1· 11early a buudred meeting 2 April 1693-4. Of this grant 
yflars before tile dat0 given above. He 25 acres appear to have beeu laid ont to 
left desce11dan1s, who, altbongh not of John Burnum, 23 ,June 1726, aud, same 
the wealthiest class, were steady land- date, 10 acres of it ro John's brother 
ow11ers, good citizens and pion;, church Hobert. vVhether this implies that 
rncmbc"1s. Much lttter surnc descend- their mother was a danghter of Ed
a11ts went from Durham to BarriHgton ward Leatbers i,;; not qnite certain-, 
who bad got an unfortnnate cros, of Ju 1699 Ed ward was one of the pe
blood which gave that particnl:H line titioners for the incorporation of Dur
its 110toriety. But the rnui11 family ha•n. 
w::i~, and is, o t' good bloo,J, good re- Ou :25 De11. 1699, ho conveyed to 
pnte and there was no gypsy streak in ''son William" '·all my Lands and 
tho vein~ or either. Grants of Lancls in Vy,tPr River;" and 

Edward1 Leathers was horn, accord- he wer,t to Ille house of John vVood-
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man, the record says, to acknowledge Henry Rke"s to madberry from an Ash 
this deed, 7 May.1702, which is the last tree marked W. L., forty rod cast 
we find of him. But, 10 Ja11. 1697-8, northeaRt to a white pine marked W. 
he conveyed to Joseph Smith ofO}ster L., anrl thi,nce south southeast fifty 
River, for £45, beginning 011 the north t.wo 1 ods to a beach marked W. L , llnd 
side of the creek, ·•11ext to Oyster from thence west sonthwcst Twenty
River falls" and running down by eight rnds to a white oak rna.tked W. 
river side'' 27 1-2 rods. Likewi.~e he L., LyPing- near the Road and so to 
depose.I 20 Ang. 1709, "that about the firRt marked tree all which Lrmd is 
forty years agoe Thomas Chesley and Laid out and boanded" 14 Oct., 17!3. 
Phillip Chesley, 'l'he Sones of Phillip William 2 Leather, was 110 gyp;,y. 
Chesley seur, mowed and Improved the He and wife, Abigail were baptizf'd by 
mcddowes Lyeing on Bellamys Banke parsou Hngh Adam~, 10 Dec , 1727 
River, from the Elmes or Bener Dam and both were were received to l111r
and so npwards to Che,leyes Ponds, bam cburcl, 4 Feb., 1727-8. Of conrse 
and al,oe the . . Meddoes nere 11Jeirchilrlren conlrl not 10 be baptized, 
the Heel of Malago River. Aud Have !mt most of thetn were baptized as 
bin iu qniett Possession of said Med- adults. The grnnckhilrlren'8 names 
dows Ever $ince, and I allso mowed the al'e al~o frequent in the roll of infant 
aforesaid Medcloes & Pas1 urr with haptisms 
them so111 ye1·es." Likewise did Z,1ch- An obit nary of a ctescendant. in 1833 
ery Field, aged 60 or rhereabunts gives us the fact that William 2 mar
testify to the s3,me pnrpo~e, 011 tte ried Abigail, daughter of Thoma~ 
same day. Willey, and says that she lived to 1he 

W1·,en Dr. Belknap obtained at flnr- age of one hundred and four. W11 
ham the familv 1raditio11s as to the 8nf- can 8tlfely discount a few year~, aud 
ferers hv t.l,e Indian rnn~snc:-e of 18 still call her life long Bnt she wa$ uo 
Jnly 16[)4,Jabez Davis. a well informed gypsy. 
son of 011e of the familie,: at•acked, Some conveyances give us the names 
''thinks rld Mrs. Leathers and one or of v,wions children. 
t.wo other;; of that family were killed, William2 and wife Abigail. 24 July 
the rest escaped." 1701, gave receipt to Margaret Squire 

Williain2 Lea hers is the only child of all dues from the beginning of the 
of Edw11rct1 whom we find. He was a world; and John Willey gave o:1e 
blacksmith as well as farmer. He was equally maje,tic. As Abi1<ail wag a 
of Durham. aml possibly later in Mad- Willey, we tliiuk that: Margaret 8quiro 
bury. He had a garrison home in war- was somebow Willey; and she con
ti me; and s,i did Thomas ·willey. Tle v~yed, on that same day, her 18 acre~ 
had land as above, from his father. A at Oystm· River to John Drew, whose 
Dover record also says: •'Lai;! out to land her land joined, down by .Little 
William Leathers Twenty acres of Bay. 
Lt.ud pursuant to his grant .,on the To his "eldest sons'' Edward and 
north side of the way that leads from Thoma&, William2, 9. Jan. 1721-2, for 
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parental love, and "upon condition of 
their Dutiful Behaviour to me and 
their mother Abigail Leathers during 
our lives and of their paying Each of 
them ten pounds apeice to tlwir two 
sisters Abigail & Marv Lcat hcrR nfter 
my decease," William2 conveyed to 
them and their heirs and as~igns 
"within the name of Lcatlwrs," ae fol
lows: to eldest soil Ed warcP, the 
"farme whereon I now dwell," on the 
south side 0f the highwny and down to 
OyRtl'l' River low-water-mark; to ,on 
Thomas3, land upon the non h east side 
of the way that leadR to Beach Hill, at 
a place '"called Dnrty Slough." 

WilliatH2 and wife Abigail, and Ed
warcP and wife S,irah, 1 Ang. 1725, 
fol" £28, conveyP<l to Samuel Smith of 
Durha1n, 25 acres which bad been 
/!ranted to Edward1 Leathers, 8eu., 19 
Mar. 1698-'1, between Oyster River and 
Lamprey River. Acknowledgerl 81 
Ang., 1748. 

Williflm2 , wi1h eldest son Edward, 
conveyed to .John Willey, of Dover, 
for £5, 81 A u;r. 171l5, 5 acres out of 
the 40 acre gl'at1t to Etl ward 1, 19 Mar. 
1698-4. Of the wive~, William's made 
her mark. 

He conveyed to Ron Abcdncgo, of 
0) ster 1:ivei, to1· £20, 16 Dec. 172(), 
land ii, Ilochcstcr. To Wllliam ,Jen
kins, of Dnrham, 8 acres iu Durham, 
for £6, 12 Mar. 1735-6, acknowle<lged 
23 Oct. 1753, recorded 11 Feb. 1756. 
To son Thomas, of Durham, for £20, 
.5 Mar 1788, :20 acres "in Dover & 
Durham," on the north sirle of the 
highway "that leads from Henn Rico's 
to Madberry ;" acknowledged 27 Ang. 

Leathers of Durham, husbandman, for 
£80, 13 April 1748, 20 acres in Dur
ham, beginning at !he dividing line be
tween Dover and Dnrham; Mary Wil
lev and Cat nrah Leathers witnesses. 
Al,o to son S:ephen, rn An!!. 1750, for 
£JOO old tenor, GO acres in Rochester. 
And to son Edward, of Dnrha111, for 
£80 old tenor, 60 acres in Rochester, 
;7 Nov. 1750. 'l'o son Edward, of Dur
ham, 18 May 1752, for £100, 10 acres 
granted bv Dover to Edward1 deceased; 
rPcordej 80 Dec. 1772 

William2 conveyed to Ahednego 
Spencer of Dnrham, yeoman, for £150 
old tenor, 8 June 1752, land iu Ro:ches• 
ter. 

Wiliiam2 of Durham (before Mad
bury was set off), lrnsba,.dm,111, for 
£800 old tenor, convey~d to Jonathan 
Lea1bcrs [his sou], of Durhan,, huR
ba11rlmau, 8 Oct. 1758, "onehalf of my 
dwelling-housP where I now dwell," 
half of barn aud orchard, and eighty 
acres iu Canterbury, N. H. He ac
knowledged thi-l deed 28 Oct 1773, a11d 
must have lived to a good old age. 

Edward Leathers, Thomas Leathers, 
of Durham, hnshandrn,m, - William 
Leathers, ot' Charleston, Mass., ,:ord
wainer,-Ezekiel Leathers, Abednego 
Loathers, Abel Lear hers, Ebenezer 
Leathers, Stephe11 Leather~, and Ben
jamin Leathers, of Durham, for £400 
old tenor, quit claim, 8 Nov. 1758, to 
brother Jonathan LeatJ:ers of Durham, 
all right "unto the one-half of the 
home estate which was our grand
father Edward1 Leathers, formerly of 
Dover, deceaRed, and now in the pos
session o1 our Ho1,ored fath<ir William2 

174il, recor(lerl 26 Nov. 17'15. 
\\'illiam2 conveyed to 

LeatherR''; with ''half a ten acre grant 
Stephen which was granted to our aforesaid 
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Grandfather and is adjoining to Land rions papers are on reccrd. He had 
now in the Posseosion of Stepben Jones land of Naphtali Kincaid, of Durham, 
Juur." for £25, 2 Seut. 1735, being twelve 

Wiliiam2 Leathers appears to hnve acres and a half of Commons in Dur-
had children as follows: ham. He conveyed to Edward, Jr., 

1. Edwarc:3, of whom see below. (donb1less his mu) for £500, G April 
2. Thoma,3, of whom see bdow. 1763, 40 acres at. Newtown, in Durham, 
3. vVi1liam 3, of whom see below. -Newtown being, we rni,;rht as well 
4. Robert3, of whom see➔ below. say, in Let', 011 the right hand from the 
5. Ezekiel3. Durham turnpike road to Concorcl, 
G. Abec1nego3• above Layn's mill. For £ii000 old tenor 
7. AbPl3• (mnch like conlinentul), 2 Nov. 1759, 
8. AbigaiP, hapt. with her brother ho co1;vcycd to "sou Hobtfft," of Do

AbeJ3, 2G June 172G, evidently thrn ver, yoeman, 50 acres i11 Dnrharn, 
adnlt, married, in Durham, 20 Nov "where I now li,c"; (i acre;; in Roch-
1729, Ebeuezer Spencer. esrrr (p:-trl of GO ncre ti act. be bonghr 

9. Ebenezm 3 of "hono1 d father William Lem hers, 
10. :,,tephm,3 • deed." 
11. Be1,jarnin3• Edwan13, of: Dnrl1am, yeoman, 3 
12 :Thfary 3. Probably sbe should be Aug. 1771. for £100 lawful money, con-

placed earlier, but we can not tell jnst veycrl to [liis s ,u] Robert Leat!,cr~, <>f 
where. Sile 1rn1rried Rob,irt Wil!Py, Barringtoii, yeoma11, fall(l in Dnrlmm: 
son of Thorn:1~ of Macllrnry, a l'<,lative al;;o 18 acres in Lee," the same being 
of her mother, aud doubtless Mary's bonnll<'d a, follows, by Land nf WiJ
own cousin. The obilnary of !H·r dau. Jiam Cnlt1wcll EastPrly from said C-drl
Abi!n,il4, in 1833, Rays that l\!ary3 lived well'~ Laqtl to the Hoa,1 tbat JeHls to 
to the :,go of olle hnnc1red and lwo. New Town R,•w mill"; als0 100 acres 
Her tlau. Abig-ail4 was born in Mad- iu Canrerbnry; ull to Hobert for "his 
bnry 27 11nr. (0. 6.) 1731, au,l died in N:1t11ral Life and af1er his d0eense to 
Dover (being wi11ow 1\ bigail4 Ilrow11) hi, eld,•sl rn11 nnmcd Ri!bort LcaLher,.'' 
26 Aug. 1833. :$he rem em bcrcd the \Vlrnt occa,io,icd t Iii, prefornnc,• for 
garrisons of Hicirnnl ,Jonc•s, John the name of Hobert docs 11ot appear. 
Woodman, nnd Antl10n:c Jn11es, i11 Dur- A deed to Vnwcl Loather~, 7 Mai·. 177::l, 
ham; and of Thoma;: \Villev aud of spe,,k, of the homestead of "our lat) 
her graudfa,her William Leathers, in Ho1101w1 Fnthcr·s William Leather,," 
Maclbm y. and said it was ll,f, one "011 which the 

13. Jonatlrn.n 3• said JoHalhan Leathers tiow livr,s•· and 
Edwurd~ Leathers, el!l~st. mu of "ilas been improved i 1, Par! ne1·,hip by 

Willfam2 , was !n1,t. (11d11lt):J Dec.1721; him and his br ,tiler Edward Leathers 
his wife 6arah was ,,apt. 27 May 1726. deceased." 
They Jived in Dnrham. and he hn,1 tlie Edward3 seems to have had children: 
horncRle,H] in common witli brotlter 1. Olive4, bupt. 23 Jnnc 1723. 
Jonatl;,rn 3 £-fo was dea,l in 1773, Va- 2. t-arnh4, hnpt. 27 Mar. 1726. 
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3. Edward4, of whom see below. 
4. Robert4, of whom see below. 
5. Vowel4, of whom see below. 
Thomas3, baptized (adult) 3 Dec. 

1721; married in Durham, 19 Nov. 
1724, Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Marsh of Oyster River, who (Heury) 
was de11d 10 Mar. 1739, when Thomas3 

and wife Elizabeth for £6, conveyed 
all right is estate of Marsh to Jouathan 
'fomson of Durham, who was tbeu in 
occupation of said estate. Thoma~3 

made his mark and was a husband
man. 

He couveyed, 23 Juue 1752, for £150, 
to Samuel Smith of Dnrham, 25 acres 
in Durham, granted him by town com: 
mittee in 1733-4; al30 all right in some 
laud at the Hook, on the south side of 
Lampl'ey river, being ten acres. For 
£1000, 17 April 1756, he conveyed to 
Joliu Jeukins Randel, 20 acres joining 
land of t:limon Randel. Eli (and 
Tabitha) Demeritt, of Madbury, 22 
Aµril 1756, for £500, sold him land at 
Newtown. 1'homa&3 and wire Eliza 
beth, conveyed, for £18, 10 May 1770, 
bet ween seven and eight acres in Dur
ham, "part of t!,.e farm 011 which I uow 
Jive,'' to Sarnnel Che~ley. He and 
wife, 9June, 1776, for £35, 12 sh. con
veyed to John Layn of Dnrham, 10 
acres, "part of the land 011 which I 
now live" "beginning at the corner 
of the roatls that lead to Durham Fall, 
Madbnry meeting-house & Newtown.' 
Fol' £20, 17 April 1770, he couveyed 
10 1-2 acres in Lee to Bellj. Bodge. 
For £2, 13s, he Rold to Joseph Hicks, 
gentleman, 1~ May, 1770, 12 acres join
iug land of Hicks. For £15 1-2, 4 
Sept. 1770, be convoyed 7 acres, "part 
of land on which I now live" to Samuel 

Chesley. For £100, 1 Mar. 1772, 20 
acres in Durham to Thomas Thompson 
of Durham. For £17, 15s, 4 July, 
1772, 20 acres in Lee to Daniel Tebbets 
of Madbury. Be signed a deed to 
Vowel Leathers 7 Mar.1773. Whether 
he had childreu, we don't know. He 
5eems to be the Thomas, who was sol
dier in Col. Blanchard's regimeut at 
Crown Poiut in 1755. 

William3 baptized as "junior" and 
"Batchelonr" in Durham, 15 Sept.1723. 
He was a cordwainer, and was of 
Charlestown, MaEs:, 14 Nov. 1742, 
when his wife Susanua was admitted 
to the Charlestown first church. So be 
was in 1758, when be signed quit claim 
of his father's estate. Beyond that we 
!:>ave not traced him. 

Robert3 mad'l a deposition of Dur
ham, yeoman, 1 Aug. 1776, aged 75 
years, about "the Marsh called Drew 
marsh adjoining Johnson's Creek," and 
htl says "that he lived at Capt. Stephen 
Jones's (the family that he lived with 
baviug then moved there to Garrisou) 
in Queen Ann's war." This war was 
from 1703 to 1713. His name is not in, 
the family deed of 8 Nov. 1753. 
Samuel Chesley testified 16 May 1796, 
aged 78, that had "all my life time ex
cept two yeat's, lived within or.e hun
dred rods of where Mrs. William2 Leath
ers deceased formerly lived and where 
Edward3 Leathers, and Jonathau3 

Leathers, son of said William2 Leathers 
lived, and where Robert3 Leathers, son 
of sa-id William2 lived, and where 
Hobert4 Leat bers, sons of said Edward3 

Leathers now lives," William Jackson, 
aged 81, testified same date, that he 
had lived all bis life "within one hun
dred rods of where Robert Leathers 
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now lives." What became of him we 
do not know, beyond the deposition of 
1776 above. 

Ezekiel3, bapt. (adult) 28 Nov. 1725, 
signed the quit-claim to brother Jona
than in 1753 as of Durham. He and 
wife Abigail, for £2, 2. Feb. 1729-30, 
quit-claimed land in Canterbury to 
widow Anna Kincade. The same, of 
Durham, 29 June 1733, for £20, to 
Samuel Smith, Jr., "rr,y wife's dowrit 
and thirds'' in estate of James Nock, 
deceased. (Elder James Nock of Dur
ham, killed by the Indians 1 May, 1724, 
left widow Abigail, daughter of James 
Thomas.) Ezekiel3 and wife Abigail 
conveyed to Josiah Miles, of Canter
bury, land in Canterbnry 3 J aly 17 40, 
for £30. ,ve don't know as to children. 
But he died in Durham, says an old 
list of aged people in the Dover Sun, 
in 1801, aged 100 years. He was a 
soldier in Col. John Hart's regiment at 
Crown Point in 17fl5. 

Abednego3, baptized (adnll) 28 Mar. 
1725, was a salt-water captain, home 
always in Durham. He deposed 14 
Jan. 1791, aged 85, regarding fetJce of 
Rev. Hugh Adams seventy years be
fore; and so he must have bAen boro 
abcut 1705. But Jonathan Wordman, 
H'.}bert Leathers, and eight others, 22 
Mai·. 1802, petitioned that a "gnardiall 
of his person and estate" be appointed, 
saying that he was reputed to be up
wards of a hundred years of age( w bere
in they were extremely liberal of year;;), 
and "incapable of providiug for him
self," and had "no child and 110 other 
relation who is compellable by law to 
take care" of him. Thomas Leighton 
was appointed, giving bonds in $4,000; 
aud the inventory was $1,673.96. 

Various deeds arfl on record. Abed
nego Leathers and wife Charity of 
Durham, were among persons repre
senting six interests, who quit-claimed 
18 Nov. 1758, to Azariah Boody, of 
Madbury, all right in ten acres of land 
granted by Dover to "our Hond Father 
Zachariah Boodey" of Dover, deceased. 
That is, Abednego Leathers of Dur
ham, married, }st, Charity, dau. of 
Zachariah Boodey. 

He conveyed to Pan! Tebbetts of 
Dover, 18 Dec. 1729, for £100, 60 acres 
in Rochester that hc1d belonged to his 
father William2• To Daniel ,varner, 
of Portsmouth, 25 Feb. 1730-1, for £30, 
60 acres in Rochester, formerly his 
father's. Timothy Jones, of 8tratham, 
innholder, conveyed to Abedneco3, 4 
Sept. 1747, for £370 old teuor, three 
ac1·es and dwelling house in Durham 
on the westerly side of Falls Hill, with 
barn and malt-house, formerly Dr. 
JoHeph Atkinson's. For £500 old tenor, 
14 April 1755, he conveyed to Vowel 
L8athor3, of Durham, husbandman, 
half of a hundred acre lot in Notting
ham. He and wife Charity, 4 Ang. 
17.58, for £500 old tenor, couvryed to 
Abednego Loathers, JI'., of Durham, 
half of a hundred 1wr1o lot in Notting
ham, the same he had bought of 
Samnel Adams 1 Nov. 175G. 

A bednego bad other transactions in 
real estate,-to William Harn of Roch
ester: bf' aud wife Hannah to Stephen 
Co,gan, of Dnrham, 19 April 1785; 
from William Ham, of Dover; from 
Valentine IIill, 1742 3; to Benjamin 
Jenkins of Durham, 1754; from Dcnj. 
Jenkins, 17.59, and in 17G0; to Robert 
Boodey, land in New Durham, 17G3; 
to Ebenezer Smith, 1787. 
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He of Durham, with Abednego j1·., 
of Nottingham, for £24, 15, 17 Mar. 
1790, couveyed to ,James Leighton of 
Durham, tailor, land "near the dwell
ing house of me the Leathers the 
Elder." 

_i\hednego4 Leathers, of Nottingham, 
yeoman, [his nephew], for £20, 18 
Dec. 1783, conveyed to Abeclnego3 and 
wife Han11ah, life use of four acres and 
ninety seven square ·rods in Durham; 
belng, mostly, part of tract bought of 
Nathaniel Hill. This Nottingham 
Abednego4, 12 May 1767, then "jun.;' 
bad bought of Nathaniel Hrn, of Dur
ham, for £728 old tenor, some land in 
Durham, "beginning by said Mast Road 
opposite to the house of John Layn at 
a stake and running south twenty s~ve11 
degrees fifty six rods to the North ~~ast 
corner of Thomas Chesley's lanrl," etc. 

Abednego3 made will 21 September, 
1790, 1,roved 15 June, 1802. Real 
e~tate to wife Hannah (executrix), 
for life, afterwards to nephew Aherl
nego's son Abednegu5 ; to Clrnrit) 5 

Leathers, daughter of Abednego4, 
wearing apparel which "belonged to 
my first wife.'' Abednego4 of Not
tingha,11, was appoitited executor; in
ventory, $1,672.99. A11d he died with
out issue. A list iu the_ Dover Sun 
says he died iu Durham ir1 1802 aged 
10 l year,. 

Abel.3bar,t. (adult) 2G Jnne, 172G, 
signed the deed of 1753, then of Dur
lrnm. He, then of Nottingham, 5 
December, 1768, for £10, conveyerl to 
Jo11atha11 Clut1gh, of Cautcrlrnry, land 
in Canterbury, conveyed to Abel by 
Williarn2 in 1753. And this is all we 
know ,if him. 

Ebenezer3, of Durham 1753: of Bar-

rington in 1773, as by deed to Vowel 
Leathers. An Ebenezer Leathers was 
drurrimer in Col. Nath'l Meserve's reg
iment at Crown Point in 175G. Eben
ezer, of Durham, married, 3 April, 
1,54, Martha Brown. 

Ebenezer3, of Durham, gave bonds in 
£:JOO, to Peter Mondor, of Durham, 25 
Feb. 1744-5, to support Peter Mondor 
and wife Mary, who, same date, gave 
him deed of 60 acres in Durham. 

This Peter Mondor's Will was made 
18 May, 1738, he being "aged and well 
stricken in years;" proved 31 May, 
1749. Mentions wife Mary; daughters 
Mary, Hannah, Elizaheth, and Abigail 
(all Mondor) were to have, ear:h, £5, 
to be paid by sou John four yearR after 
he comes of age. This John, 11 Feb. 
1749-50, conveyed the lands received 
by this Will, to John Crocket, for £2.50 
old tenor; and Ebenezer3 Leathers had 
given deed of land he held from Mon
dor, 2 May 1749. 

Ebeneze1· (who mac'.e his mark) for 
£95, conveyerl to Daniel RogerR, of 
Durham, 12 April 1756, land and new 
dwelling house. To Joseph Smith, 
right in commons land 2 Dec. 1762. To 
Joseph Smith, for £1,500 old tenor, 70 
acreR, on the west side of Little River, 
where ·'I now live," 18 Feb. 1764. 

Aud he was of Barrington in 1771. 
8arah Ellit, of Barriugton, 22 April, 
1771, for £20, conveyed to Ebenezer 
Lea1 hers, of Barri11gton, her right in a 
small piece of land in Barrington, "that 
formerly bclo11ged to my father." Jt 
was ill the "two mile" strip which 
joined Nottingham and Lee. 

Stephen3 , of Durham in 17fi3, when 
he signed the family quit claim. He, 
lrnsbauclman, of Durham, in Sept, 1759, 
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quit claimed to Timothy Moses, of ing of Durham, yeoman, to Thomas 
Madbury, 5 acres at "Gooseberry Leathers, jun., of Durham, for £100 
marsh at Bellaman's Bank." He and lawful money, land in Durham, includ
wife Margaret, for £75, conveyed to ing "part of the farm where I now 
James Gilmor of Durham, Daniel Me- dwell and bounded southerly by land 
serve of Madbury, and Robert Leathers possessed b:,r Stepheu Jones, westerly 
of Barrington, 4 June 1766, land in by land of Joseph Atkinson Esqr :'1nd 
Lee, where Stephen "now lives." And, Lieut. Sam11 Chesley, & Northerly and 
16 Feb. 1767, he of Lee, to Joseph Hicks, Easterly by the high way." 
20 acres which said Leathers purchased Jonalhan3, Abednego, and Thomas 
of Lieut. Philip Che8ley, at Newtown Leathers, all of Durham, yeoman, and 
plain, which is all we know of Stepheu3• Ebenezer Leathers, of Ba!·rington, yeo
But, the name of Stephen, has it not man, f<,r £100 lawful money, conveyed 
been extant in later years? to Vowel Leathers, of Nottingham, 

Benjamiri.3, of the qnit claim in Dur- yeoman, 7 Mar. 1773, all their interest 
ham in 1753, was of Durham 6 Dec. in "the whole Homestead Farm that 
1752, when he conveyed to brother was our bte Honored Father8 William 
Jonathan3, of Durham, all right in es- LeRthers c!eceased in Durham afore
tate of grandfather. John McCoy, of said adjoining Oyster River and is the 
Nottingham, John Hill aud wife Phebe same farm 011 which the said farm <'II 

c,f Barrington, Benjamin Leathers and which the said Jonathan Leathers now 
wife Margery of Barrington, Samnel lives and bas teen improved in partner
Emerson of Lee and Lois his Vlife, and ship by him and his brother Edward 
Jonathan Libbey aud wife Hannah, 20 Leather8 deceased"; it "lays between 
June 1789, conveyed to widow Mar- Oyster River afores<tirl and the High
gery McCoy of Nottingham, all rhiht way leading from Durham falls to 
in 25 acres in Nottingham that "our Dover." Signed also by Keturah 
father John McCoyborightof Jeremiah Leathers, who made her mark. In 
Elkins of Epping." So Benjamin3 mar- fact, Newington recol'ds tell us that 
ried a McCoy, and lived in Barrington. Jonathan Leathers of Durham and 
He was a soldier under Col. Blancbard, Uaturah Trickey of Newington were 
at Crown Point, in 1755. married 2,5 Dre. 1746; she was daughter 

Jonathan 3, of Durham, purchased of Lieut. Thomas Trickey of New
half of the homestead in 1753, and he, ington. 
and brother Edward had the whole ;n That ,Tonathan3 had oue son, is clear. 
common up to Edward's death, which Tboma&4, of Durham, yeoma11, for £15 
was before 7 March 1773, aud ,Jonathan lawful money, 16 July 1774, convep,d 
hved on in the same place. Robert to Timothy Emerson, of Dnrbam, land 
Leathers, of Barrington, hod mortgage in Canterbury, "origiually laid out to 
of the Dnrham land, 4 June 1766, which the right of William2 Leathers, and 
he released to Jonathan 8 Mar. 1773. which I purcluwed of my Honored 
Jonathan3 conveyed, 24 April 1774, be- li'ather Jonatlrnn3 LeatberR. 
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Edwarcl4, apparently son of Ed- acres on the Mast road, ''being the 
warcl3, bacl 40 acres at Newtown, in farm where Ichabod Follet, l~te of Dur
Dnrham or Lee, from his father, 6 ham, cleceased, lived," reserving the 
April 1753, the son then living on the thirds belonging to widow Prudence 
premises. Simon (and wife Sarah) FolJet. 
Renrlal of Durham, for £327., lOE, 6d, He was of Barrington 4 June, 1766, 
old tenor, conveyed to him 7 1-2 acres as by deed from Stephen3 Leathers, 
at Newtown. Edward4 of Lee con- also of Barriugton, 3 Aug, 1771, when 
veyed to John Willey 10 acres at New- his father conveyed to him land in 
town pl:1ins joining land "in possession Durham, Lee and Canterbury, "for 
of Stephen Leathers," and land of his Natural life, and after his decease 
Cnpt. John Lay11. He bought of Joseph to his eldest son named Robert Leatk
Smith of Portsmouth, and Daniel ers." Also, of Barrington 26 Jan, 1773, 
Smith of Dover, 4 Oct. 1786, 10 acres whPn as executor in favor cited of 
in Lee joining land he bought of Simon Thomas Wallingford was satisfied out 
Renda!, and joining land of John of land on Oyste1· River, part of which 
Snell; and "he conveyed this land 5 was Robert's and part Jonathan's mort
Mar, 1790, to John Leathers of Lee, gaged to Robert. Robert4 released 
excepting what "I lately sold to my mortgage to Jonathan 8 Mar. 1773, 
daughter Hannah'' (spinster, 21 Feb. which Jonathan3 bad given 4 Nov. 
1790,) "also my dwelling-house where 176G. He seems to have got back into 
I now livA," a11d he included to John Durham, as 31 Mar. 1775, he and wife 
the sixth part of "New Town saw miJl Deborah conveyed to Valentine Smith 
and grist mill." Edward4 and wife all right in "the whole real estate of 
Elizaoeth sold to Matthias Jones, of onr late Honored Grandfather Edward 
Lee, Janel at NPwtown plains in Lee, 3 Wakeham, late of said Durham de
Jan. 1787. Also, Edward4 sold land in ceased." 
Lee, "on the west 'i:ide of the highway RobPrt4 Leathers and Vowel4 Leath
leading from John Snell's to Benjamin ers made division of the old homestead 
Clarke's at Polts's bridge so ,ialled." of William2 , 18 June 1797. A Robert 
He was in lumber business in 1788. of Durham conveys to Samuel Pink
Sold to Smith Emerson 9 July 1789 and ham, of Madbury, 29 Mar. 1790; and 
17 Feb. 1790, and then we leave him. 1 Dec. 1792, Robert4 conveyed to 

Robert1, son of Edward3, was of Rohert5, Jr., 40 acres in Durham, lying 
Durham 27 Nov. 1759, when the father on Oyster River, bounded north by 
conveyed to him two tracts of land in highway from Dnrham to Dover. 
Durham, with th0 buildings there0n, Doubtless Robert5 was son of Robert4• 

and Robert4 gave, same date, life lease Vowel4 Leathers, son of Edward3, 
to his '' Hond father Edward Leather5" went to Nottingham and was a leading 
for one ear of Indian corn aunnally if citizen there. His uncle Abednego3 

demanded. He married 29 Feb. 1756, (childless) conveyed to him, 10 Apri
Deborah Follet of Durham, and he ancl 1755, half of a hundred acre lot in Not
his wife conveyed, 21 Nov. 1763, to tingham. 
Jonathan Thompson of Durham, 48 ,James Gilmor and Daniel Meserve, 
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executors of Will of ,To8cph Smith, te,
tifiecl 16 May 1790, tl'at they demanded 
of Jona1han 3 Leathers, then living. 
payment of debt of £ii0; that ,Jo1rntluw, 
unable to pay, mortgaged his half of 
esta,te to Rolwrt4 Leathers, "joint 
owner," who became secnrity; that 
!1obert1 could IIOL pay, and they got 
ont judgment and tool, Robert.4 to goal; 
that they met Vo wel4 Leathers, "brother 
of said Robert\" and Im became secur
ity; for which, Hohert4 relpased land 
to Jon at han 3, and ,Ton;ithai,3 conveyed 
io Vowel4, who took t1nsse~sio11. 

Vowel 4 i-igned the Revolutionary 
Association tes1. in 1776. Capt. Vowel 
Leathers was on committees for wnr 
purpo~es in 1777, 1778, 1779. In 1782 
ho was on committee to report ::rn to 

State Constitnti<,n. Ho waH a SPlect
man in 1774, 1775, 1776, 1777 al!d 1778, 
ancl chairman in 1778. In 1806 he paid 
a lar/!C tax, and bis son ,Joseph5 paid 
1.he !-11•gc~t tax but. two in Nottinl!ham. 
He and Robert 4 tfr,·iflPcl the old home-
8tl'ad in lJnrh,un 1K .J nne 1707; having 
pnrchaRed, 17 \lar. 1773, from .Jona
tiia1J3 LeuthcrR, Abednego3, mid 

Thoma~3, all of Durham, ancl Ebenezer3 

0f Barrington, all their intereRt ill "the 
olclc homeRtead farm that was onr hllc 
Hollonrod Fatber's, 'l'Villiam Leather, 
deceased;" it ''lays between Oyster 
Rivet· aforesaid and the High way lcar1-
i-tg from Dnrbam fallR to Dover." 
Varions other pnrclrnses arc 011 record. 

Vowel4 Leathers made Will 1,1 Jnlv 
1810. proved 13 Nov. 1813. Wife 
Lydia; sm1 ,Joseph; grnndson VoweJl 
(evidently son of Vowel5 deceased); 
gramhon8 ,Jonatlrnnn Langley, and 
,Josephn L• at tiers. Be hacl a line farm, 
"mansion honsc," mcntio11s faithful 
Rcrvants, etc. 

Samnel, of Durham, and wife Eliza
abet b, 28 Aug. 1778, for £120, cou
vnyed land in Danini,;to,, to Garla11d 
Smith, of Barrington. 

Jo11Htlrnn Leathers and Sarah Pi11k
ha1n, both of Maclhnry, were married 
there 6 Ang. 1783. They, of Madbury, 
for £9 i11 Nov. 1792, quit claimed to 
Hichard Pinkham, all right in "eRt.ate 
of our fatlt,,r Samuel Pinkham, late of 
snid I\ladbnry." and in dower of Lois 
Pinkham, '.vidow of said S>J.rnncl. 

Tbc>ro was Stephen, of LPn in 1786; 
William, of Lee 1787; Srtmuel. of 
Durham, 1778 and 178!; Aaron, of 
Lee, 1787. In Madburr, Benjamin 
T ... eatlwrs a11d Hannah Tntl le were mar
rierl, both of Dnrilarn, I >cc. 1782. 

AH 10 tho Barrington race, of whom 
each could say, '·I have not loverl the 
world, nor the world me." 

\Ve have fonnd that.Rober/.4 Leathers 
waR of Darri11gtoll in 1766, in 1771, and 
j11 1773. Cnt he is ctliled of Durham in 
1775. Perhaps ho abandoned tho op
portunity to b;i rhe prngoniwr ot' the 
Rarrinl!ton li1Je. 

Ebeuezf'r3 wa, of Banington in 1771 
awl in 1773, all(! tradilion Rp,·aks of 
him as remailling. Sarah Ellit eon
veyerl land. in Barrmgton to him -J2 
April 1771, and it auswored well tn the 
Leather~ land. 

Benjarn·in3 waP of BnrrinQton in 
1789, al!d thure is no appeat·a11co that 
he left that town. 

From Ebenezer3 or Benjarnin.3, 01· 

from br,th, came tlte Burring-ton tribe. 
vVe ctnrnot tell wlticlt was tlin f,q i,er 

of six distinguished brothers. They 
were not given to records. The regis
try of clccds uivcs l!O furth<'r title to 
their pine lrnrrens. The clmrch records 
are sadly •ilcnt. 
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Bnt there are some man iage8 on thr, 
town records. 

Ebenezr,r Leathers and Eleanor More, 
2ti Mar. 1777. 

Benjamin Carpenter am!. H,nrnah 
Leathers, 17 Mar. 1787. 

Benjrttnin Leathers and Sarah Place, 
b Oct. 1789. 

Thomas Leathers and Lydia Sargent 
of Norlhfield, 1 July 1795. 

Edward Leather~ and Atma Leathers, 
25 O,;t. 1798. 

,Jonathan Leather~ and Detty Giles, 
23 Mar. 1801. 

\Villiarn Lnathers :uul Thankful Ar
nold, 12 Sept. 1802. 

Valentine Leathers ancl Sarah Star
bord, 10 Sept. 1803. 

Daniel WhitPhonse and Pully Leath
ers, 24 Mar. 1803. 

Ebene:r.er Leathers and Hnldah 
Sawyer, 14.May 1804. 

Some years ago there \'.ere diverB 
brothers iu Barriugtou, viz: Benjamin, 
the oldest; Samuel: Ebenezer: 
Stephen: Daniel, mid Robert. Of these, 
Beuj,unin took the surname of Walker. 

Samuel took the surname of Tyler. 
Ehcnezer, who married, 14 May 

180-1: Huldah ::-awyer, was nufortu-

natcly implicated, with his son Eben
ezer and bruther Robert Leathers in an 
affray in front of his own house, 2.5 
,J mw 1847, which resnlted in the death 
of Ebenezer's brother Stephen, For 
this, at the trial 22 Jan. 1848, the three 
were convicted of manslaughter, and 
sentenced, each to three days solitary, 
and-Ebcnezm· Sen. to ten year8 in 
State Prison, and Ebenezer, Jr., and 
Robert each to twenty years. We 
believe that Ebenezer, sen. an old man, 
wag soon pardoned out. Ebenezer, Jr., 
died iu prison, Jan. 1854, aged 45. 

Ste]'hen, who took surname of Fr·ee
man, and married a Hanscom was 
killed as just stated. 

Da11iel took the surname of (}ray. 
The records we have given, trace 

conclusively the Bru-rington line to the 
early emigrant Edward1 Leathers, and 
completely answer the non~eme about 
gypsies. Some bad intermarriages 
and pine barrens g:we peculiar charac
teristics to the basket maki11g branch, 
and made that branch an exception in a 
most excellent, upright and well-to-do 
family. Comr,letc records would give 
most interesting testimony as to the 
potency of a particular streak of blood. 


