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Februayy 10th, 1948
20 do the very best 1. can will be my effort amd I sincerely hope it wisk
Plesss Joha P. Nyrne..

My grandfather Willlm Lyons was bora in Dublin, Irdland-<l don®t xnow the
yoaro but it must haw deen at the closs of the eighteenth century. Kis
fanily was in the whisky distillery usiness in Dublin., Me .left heme when
young and Jo ined the British Amy and continned 1n it, the rest of his
sotive life. They were well educated, music and al) the trimsings and s0 he
was made regimental bund master of the young Jueen Y& toria’s oreck Fegiment,
Zhe commanding of ficer was General Warrington and the general ‘s daunghter
Anne, 8nd Wm. Lyoxs fell in love and were marridd in spite of hey family's
objestions. They never foigave Mer. (Grandmother and Sranifather lived
happily together ia spits of that and followed ammy 1ife until he retired.
They bhad eight children, William, Anne, Xate, Mary, George, James, Henyy,
and Joe. The oldest three were settled in New Orleans, La. before my grand-
father and grandmother left England on thelr way to New Orleans. Of course
on & salling vesssl, grandwother took sick ant beoame uaconsoious and whea
they reschesd New Oxleans she was taken to her dmghter Jnwe's (Mrs. Boubett)
home and she died tlhere not knowing they had reaclsd the new land, 7That vas
atout 1852 and as he was a{ loose ends my grandfatier came morth and got
land mear Wexford., With him were his daughter Mary, sons George and James
(my Zather). Jyather was about 18 yrs, old; he taught in the country sehools
and so0 did Uncle GStrge. Mmnt Mary sarridd Charlo La Tromch, Later Uasle
George was hookkmeper for the “"wood Lumber Qo™ Lansing and made a practice
of rowing to Aunt Mary’s to spend Sanday. One Baturday night ia a sudden
storm meay Neytman his boat capsised. Xs was lais and Mad a steel extens ion
on his bo¢t fastened dy three budkcles. ihen his body was reaovered he had
two of the Wuckles undens, the steel fixzture was caught in some underdrush and
a0 held him to die. Crandfather jJust didn®t get over it and so they wers
both burisd in Wsxford. Then the Civili War came one~father was. all for the
south, o0 he went back to New Orleans and enlisted. Ne was a Lt, with -
Beguregard but cams back nortb and on Nov., 2¢th, 1861 was married to Mother
(Jalia #Fariey). Pather wae born Marsh #d, 1888, Motlsr was born Sept. 27%h
. 1889, Aunt Mary dd of pemmonia in 1862, Father of pneumonia in 1874 and
80 they reet in beartiful Wexfon all four who came north fullef 1ife and
bright visions of a new country. It was all so short. Granifather and Unocle
G«rgn died less tan a yesr apmrt. The land that Grandfather owned was
later the home of the Guluma--tho father, mother, sons Sam, Dave and
Dl\lﬁlm Rose.

Patriok Tarley Fmuily

Patrick Parleqy my grandfather, was born in thes county Cavin, Ireland, in
1809, Xe was a graluate of thy University of Dudl in. HNe married Anne
Yarlay, same name, but m relation. They had thrse childrem borz in Ireland.
willjam, Julis, azd Kate. Grandfather oame to New York on business and
11sd it 80 well, that he never went dack to Ireland. 1t was 1o the days of
ssiling vessels, and he didn’t like % have his ycung rfamily on the trip
without & man’e protection, so0 he had a younger brother coms with them. Ma
(Jul $a) was not quits £ive years old. They sestled in or mar Buffalo,

R.Y. {(#lack Woak). Orandfather ieft Iresland in 1844, Iwo ehildren were
born in Blaok Fook and the oldest, a boy, ¥illiam, disd. My gramdmothery
died when Ma was eleven years old. Ma, Xate, inne and Peter with Granips



came $0 lowa 48 1068, by truln to Galens mné then on a Mississippl steam
boat. The landing place wee ther in Columius, quits a village then and

oven 8 kftel. Orandpa diaght a firm in 18 Fayetts Townehip and duflit a
house~~quite & nios frane howse, Later the home of the Corman family. Me
went %¢ & private schodl in Lensing {Mr, Eaven$) aad waried at Bays.
Thay hed & generel store snd I think thelr friscziship was respset to the
sae part of Ir¢land where thay were Lorn., K2 wes mariied from that home
on the farm to Jamss lyons { my fathaer) and iunt Xate @ Frank Duffy.

Undle Peter married Mary Doyls of the same relghto rvid aesd msde thelir home
with Grenipe watil the emring of LEYE thien growdps 5014 the home to Michaeld
Xeonan and the Farley and Darey famil les went west via the coversd wagoh trell.
They settled in O°Brien county mear Sanboir. Srandgs éisd in 1874 and '
Uncle Peter Parley and TFrank Duffy Both died of meumonia in the winter of
1878, Undle Petar’s wife married again and mevel t¢ Seattie VYashington.
Auat Eate and her young family cums beck o Lansing, Crenips Parley

444 not go west in the covered wagon. Mo stiyed with us, and vent on the
train in ¥ay 1872, The biQ ddy, celedrating the girst traln into Lacaing,
was sarly inMay, 1878 and he want via B :tbu.guo and Sloux City RR and the
last B0 milss. by tsam. - |

ke Oalhhem sf near Vexford (writtem in 1“1)

smong the early frieniships made by the Lyozz family were the Callahans,
Mr, and Mre, and seven in family, Mr., wse Patrick and Mrs. Xlisabeth. They
had foar sops and thres dangnters. Patrick, the 0ldset married Mary

Prophy of near the "041 Spring® Later ke 2ad a botel 42 New Albin and
1ived there all thelr livas--go0l nsightors und respested dy all, im®
marriad and settled on 8 fars (Banl Cove} about thiroe miles 8.V of New
Albvin, Be djed in his 2arly thirties. My father had been his groomsman,
Axre wmarried My, Plga: and settled on = far: near Xesas s7vitch about four
wiles aouth of New Alhin., 1ived all thely lives and 2144 there. Jenny
{Mrs. Jaxs Schach) was mext, then Jerome and Mike. Thay hever married,
Mi:zs was killed by 8 £:lling treo in the Wis, Il.no woods, M isabeth Jarvis
nayried and lived ia northers Wis,

fhe Oallshans were mturully gifted in misls and so t hay and the Lyons had
that in oommon., Jim rlayed the "fiddle” and the father played the bagpipes.
The mother lived to De newrly eighty nins: ysars ¢ld4, Bhe died in Mps,
Sohach's house and was buried in the cld cemetery near New Albin. I wes
poarding ot Schish's at the tims. She was iatsresting to the last and
20uld enetertain us With hu- menories of ¢early days near Waxfoxd and Harpers.
Forwy.

%is, Schack’s sshoel friends when a child were the Koauyu. Joylesn, rloodl.
Thers were five children iz the Schach fanily, The oldest Charles was
drowned whent he wasabout thirteen yesars old. Stat.ing or: the oreek mear the
sswmill, the ice broke and he and ancther boy ware drowred. i‘h Bext was
Mary, she still lives in Lansing one of tke beat there, REiith €omss next, .
she lived in Minneapolis for years, her hitshand George Ralt died about
twelve yesars agc and sincs then she hss lived in Lonsirg. Will passed away
about two ysars ago. N bad lived in Dubaqus about twenty years., Elisabeth
1ived with him s0d now she i3 In Mergy Hoapitel and enjoys her positien
there. Mrs. Schaoh passed away adout twenty-two years ago.



They were related to the Staffords and Biliy Ryans,  Thsy came £yom mear Boston,

Mr. Broxhy 4idn’t live long in the new howe. Mrs. was a very showy type and when
Mr, dief she talked (at the wake) of how she slpuld have sent womd to the Gov, -
of iass. "a" and Xate Brophy were very good friends and so Ma had lots of inside
funzy stories. It was the days or nights rather 0f candle lights and Mys. B,

would have all bright and lovely if strangers wer: there and as soom as the

sompasy Iad gons all was out and they went to bed in the dark. Bhe also had g
carpet in rolls and when they'd see company coming it was spread over the £loor

and rolled sway., when the company left. Bhe had a family of six. Three sons and
thres dmghters John, Tom, Jim, Mary (Mrs., Pat Caliakan) Xate (Mrs Toole) and

Els (Mrs: Folan), Mr. Toole was an acoountant and for years they lived hers in
Chimgo, and Ma and Kats bad many great visits of thelr young days, Mr. Toocle 4 led
TRy years ago and Mrs. lived with her daughter (Mae) a widow, her home was a farm
neay Crystal Lake, Mrs. Toole dled a couple of years before "Ma"™ and we all nad one
g00d visit. Ws sat on the side linse--la and Eate the ocenter of the ltaga and '
how they talkxed of 0)ld times and their old bemsx eoto. and how we all enjo:u it,
Mas (Mrs, Breen) has died since then and only one of the family left Sellie she

is & retired teacher and when I saw her last very loval y,

The place where my father and mother settled at f£imt--she ulways referred to as the
"srowa House™ it mmst have be¢n ¢Slose to "Hum'e'" as Mat, a small Yoy &olmm
milk to then every day. My sister innle was Wwrn in the "Soown Neuse",

Nr. Hayn had been marrigd and his first wife was drowned. She Wwae oarsyinsg the

baby orossing a £rosen oreelts 7The 100 gave way under her. Shy threr the bady as
far as she oould and it was saved. She wag laet. Tiat baby WAs Oyroline Nurm and
she marriel Xerr Whalen., 4 good woman who raleel a ln'n lauy and hor

hospital ity was £ar reaching.

Myr. Bum marrisd again a sister of &l)l the Eohrer men, . ;hl ware .31l of Swiss
descent. This Huym family was Luycy (Mrs. Dan Ouider) Rype ¢ (Mrs. Tush Durns) Joba,
(married ¥lla Sullivan aad went to Idaho--whers they It thelr 1¢Wes) Mat, Date,,
and Louls Hensy, all good farmers, @0od people who weres Mentified wtth all good
movements ia Lans ing and LaFayestte and well rnulm.-od by all,

The Sohxer Psmily (Wﬂtton in 1941. Jdee dohrer died in C{jfcqg0 stout six years age)
Gf Swiss duconto

Jobn. Married a Kelly Taft had a rnth of £ive children, Jos, Mazy, Johm, Clars,
and Xatie. Joo maryied Mary Ellen Ryan--she died in 1892 amd left two badles. The
dmghter, Mary, grew up--married Mark Dunlevy she died in childbirth in Oet,.1918.
the baby 1iwd in Lansing and ull was fins. He is mOw in the army across the L
oosas. '"Harry" is a retired mail man and lives here in Chicago.

Mary and Claya both joired the sisters in LaCross, ¥is., and died many years ago,
John married Mary Anns Mowney. He died about f 1ftecn ysars ago bad a large family
one son & priest, ¥r. Ray Bohrer. Katlie the youngest marrisd Tom F¥halen, a son of
Eerr Whalen--she (00 bas passed on, was a sufferer many years from arti.ritis.
Florenos, snd Victoy Bohrer married aisters Ellen, Mary inne, Nurphy (sis ters of
Oapt Pat Murphy) Dave never married. Jake married Bfidget Cassidy. They had nins
children six acns and three daughters.



4

e Fiesence Bohrars left LaFayette over siaty years ago, and settled in Nebraska.
There-wore sseven ohildren in that funily. Four boys and three girls.

Victor Iohrer went west over sixty years sgo and nothing was heard £rom bim for
soms tiwe and then his Pody was found on a prairie in Xamsas. I think he was
buried there; 84z children in that family, four boys and two girls (Josis (irs.
Browa}, lives in (alifornia. Rina the youngest was killed by an aute. |

Of the Jake Johrer family~~three sons and several grandchildren live heres in
Ohicago--all & credit to the original generation.

Bva Duffy Bohrer widow of Frunk Bohrer, died here in Chicago April 11, 1948 and
brought to Lansing for burial, beside har husband and two little boys. HNer husband
dled 30 yoare ago of pneumonia. IThyee children survive. Mrs, Jery Bires of
Kalamagoo Mioh; Frank of Chiocago, and daughter Isabdel,

Vhen my father and mother moved from the " srown House™ they went to Lalgrette, a
settlempat on the banke of the Mississippl about three miles south of Lansing. My
brother Will and I were bomm there: At that time there were about twenty homes there
dmong them Faddy Brorphy, Miok Brojhy, John Tierney (a genmeral store), A Smith
fanily, Henly Joyce and my pargnts. There was nc school house and so ths kitohen
in our rlace was used. Ma was the first teacher. Neok U nkey, Mike Moineny,
Mattie and Bva Srong (Nrs. Metcalf) all of Columbus were wmong the puplls,

Paddy Brophy was & oarpeater. Mick bad a store and saloon (over the door he had a
sign 'Licensed to sell--Whisky, Heef and Beer". ind of this pretty little village
aothing is left--not s stone or foundation of any kind remains. 3Blla Brophy
Dempsey was born therd and in the xbk o0ld house in the village, she and Pat
Dempe oy celebrated i the 0ld time dig wedding, Ma was there that was seventy years
ago the 26th of Jan, Nose of. the Demysays are living now,

1 oan mention the naues of the oms who lived there in the many years gone dy. The
Hoverss, h‘” mm’o Jamee uchﬂ,. John Broderick and wife, Deremores, Dubois,
Nenry Strong, HEarvey Sroag, vagmer family. The oreek betwewm South Lansing and
Columius went wild evesry Juns and caneed pleanty of troutle. Tommy Manning was
dwwaed when he tried to force his horse to ford the big stream: Many walled the
loag railzoad trestle and often near tragedy-rollowed. 3 essie Brady made a Jump
that belongs to loocal histoxy there. S5he was crossing the trestle, deaxd a train
coming looked in all directions forhelp, and below she saw a flitboat made a good
Jump and Aanded safely. | .

Two nu!;;.;m- children a doy Carter about 12 amd sister Bligg adout 1é yrs. old
wore drowiied in that bdottom overflow, They were in a small bout, It overturmd,
and both were lost. Another unsolved tragedy was the £inmding of John Collins
bruised and dying on the Colwmins dyke, Ne was taken to thh home of Lucinda agner
where he passed away without regaining consciousness and so, the unsolved mystery
was passed along. On that road to Village Creek lived the Jimm family, Fred Hunt
and Miohsel Hay, There were five daughters and one son (@44} in the Quinm family.
All have gone on many years ago, The Hays had 2o family of their own, but mide a
good home for two nisces, Nere and Annle. .innie married Jobn Sidene and they lived
their full 1ife in Lansing. In the last years Annie Serens medev-a. @od home for
her uncle and so hs was well reapald for his kxininess to the orphan sisters. Nors
married a photogrupher and lived in Rook Island . later moved to Lis Angsles where a
daughter still lives ber name was Msurine, and she was very beauéiful.



On that wad lived Fred Hunt. ¥e is Hentifled with nothing ia 2y memoxy~ just a
wild lookiag rough and reudy, I never kmew 0f any one else in that family,

2hs. Pedy Fanlly | |

The Mpady farm waen't far from Hurm®s, The family there, was the father, mother,
00 Janss, daughters, Jans and Bessie. OSsveral others lived in St. Louls, and
would visit the fam, 7They were all very straight laced pople. Mrs, Lyady
Gied wbout 1879 and then, all ti.e "home” on the farm ended and "Jim" was left
alons. He soon gave it up, s0ld the farm and went away %0 work at his trade

{ dojlor maksr), I mst them again in St, Louils at Mrs. Nursy's home {Bridget)
she bad the winle Brady siaster and Jim a grand cinmer and all in my homoy, that
was D90sy 1898. Jim Brady was one of the finest men that has a Wg place inmy
menory. 1 visited on the furm when I was nine years old. Jim, Jane, and their
mother. A Lowther, Mike, lived and died in FNew Orleams. Mr. and Nrs. Srady are
buried in dpxford.

Jane and Bewsie Brady wers the cutstanding spyyle leaders of that tlu lovely

clo thes without being flasly the best of everything and they knew how t0 wear gool
alothes: ™weet maM0yies” .

Brxpe Ianily (writtem by John P, Byrne)

Philiip Byrne was born Greoghlons County Monahan Ireland in 1810, the son of
Christogher Byrne and Anne Finmgan Byrne. He had a brother Michael who remsined
in Ireland and 2 sister Bose ummarried who also remalmsd in Ireland also sister
Mayy who begcame Mra. Whalen who dhd in Teronte Canada-~-and who became Xes.
of San Franoisee

Tomal ty
Connolly
NoCabde
In 165¢ he marriad Mary Smith the daighter of Karry Smith of Shercook County Covan
Ireland, The stoly was that he took & load of produce % mariet snd used the
monmay $0 pay their psssages to ‘Amorioa and nsver went back to thelr father's
home decsuse Mazy Bmith's fathér obJoctod to the matod, he maving seledtel a ol
of & man of means for his dmpghter instedd of FPhillip Byrne. ‘

Ampther vermsion of the story insists that the young people were torglnn before
they left for Amarios.

They arrived in New Yoik in 1850 snd settled msar B ffalo in a commnity
oslled Blaok Mook where several childrean were bora and a%oou le were burisd. They
cane to Jows via Chicaip and the milroad to Gaiens thenoe up the River to Aliama-
ke county Iowa {n 1886 loosting on land in Lafayette Tewnship 2 miles fiom
Village Creek~--Zhey had 8 children who grew to maturity as follows

Xat o~-0oleman
Margarot~-Sister Christopher
Ann--i Guider
- Blen~-Hand
Mary--amarrisd
Lucina«<y Guider
Sen-<M.Ryan
John--¥,¥hal en
m.ua.p Byme recaived rather a good eduction in ﬂu Natioml Sohool in  Irelasd--
was partioulariy adept in mathematise. BHe seXved apg Justice of the
Peace in Lafaystte Twp and Township clerk thers for Muny yearge~
From 1866 to 1555 he served on the Soard of County sugervisors from Lafaystte Twp,
Fo diod in 1894, People sald hs was 5 very gentle kind man well though of in

his community as a man of his w k.



s wife, Mary, was 3 hard working woman who had the aggrenlvenen that o
husinod laoked~-she dled ia 1910, .
Both ‘are turied in Woxfoard .

Vay back when--0olumbng w23 quite & busy place--near the west end was & saw mill
right en the sreex., I h:si: mw idea of the originsl owners or operators dat latey
it was owned and rum dy vt~ "lLytle Brothers" John and Charles. 2hey had quite

8 large lunder yard Juat : “3%h 0f our hoye-~lumder s hingles and lath all ?rom thels
mill, And near the siews: ¢t a small office, very nicely furnished was John's

of fice and loungs. " Be wan. @ resl awell the last word in style, carried a oune

and sported & large 4 tamond ring-~ We youngsters admired him very much--he

maryrisd Gora Battles: Charlee married Alice Haney (Aunt of the Hommivgwsy girls)
The mill was done whan the oreek waa toe shalleow to run the logs to it. Anotim®
industyy was a 14w xiln spd briok wsxxe--that was in s ravine, off the poad

at the £06t of Xarr Whalen‘s hili, Ihe owner of that was a msn naxed Kim: 5o you
see that Columdus 4id its part in early times.

oo Bronhy Family | |

The £irst genaratios came ¥Pevm Kentuoky, eurlier all came from Irelard. Jola, Paddy
Mick, and Zem. Miw. Hanoy Tracy Buttarfield, Mrs. Mary O'Meara, Condon, bd“'
Mrs., Eltty Vhalen Keel an.

Jobn farmed in LaFayette Towmaship and was the riut 0f the biv thers to dle. Patsy
was his wite~-they lad a iarge family--Tom, Joe, John, Pat and Mike, Margaret,

Hute and Mary Bllen. '

Paddy was ma rrisd twioe--Mre. Kate Rohan and uvrxother Tom, wers of the £iret Bila
Dampsey the onby Other ohild, PFaddy was a carpsater and lived in LaFfayette aud
later in Columdus,

Mick lived and disd in LaPayatte Bad no fuuy.
fom had two sous, Tom and Pat and one dsughter Mrs. Mary Niachon 7Tom Jr. e
killed by a fadling tree in the pime woods. .

Rrs. Ranoy Tracy was married ia Inlmd-hsr first family was Tom and Mrs Cos
Jonahue later she marrisd John Nt torfuld--lridnt was the oaly child of the
sut terfield family,

Kitty srophy first married Whaljem had two sons and two daughters.

Xorr and Tom Thalen~-ire. Mag fatobford and Mre, Mary Randolph, Keeman, Gu-.l.

Mrs, Mary Bropby O'Méare Condon Heelan--one son, Tom O°Meara, One daughter, t_u- |
Condon and Jour Heelan ohildren, Xate Molly, Jaok and W 11. I am quite sare thnt
Nolly i» the only oae of that generation lLiving--also Pat Brophy, he lives
somswhere down in the Ozarks, Mc, (Pat Brophy died in 1946 ) |

Of ths Kit ty Neslan family~--Kerr and Tom “haien were anong the best of muﬁ £3 -
famers. Mrs. Goman £ iret married Ranlolph had two daughters Eate ani Masy .sa-
when Mr, R~--died she mayrisd Michssl Xeenan had ons son--Mr, Keeusan had & lurge
gumily quits cromn up. They were an ideal family all good friends., Aftesy NP, B -
died, she married John Gowmman und agaln ahe was a good mother and took cars or ﬂgﬂh
famiiy



Ths road oz the north side of the oreek and thtse were many homes some on the
hillside and muny on the creek side--a large buillding came fi gt, a tannery,
c.ned amd ran oy Br. Cutting, The first hame on the hiliside m0ad was a Mye, ..
Blicamere an Exglish woman and we chiildren steared clear of her, There were Neddmss.
Bazroldons, Hamsen, Jukius XNelson family on the hillside and amung others Aacross

the rcad the Massikers—-Mr xmt had o Lime xiln in ong of the ravines onm the north
side of thas road-~then oomes My and Mre Miohasl Duley, Mrs was o sister of the
Healy Men Nichael Tom alsv Mrs, Sullivaa half sister of John and Con Hinchom and
Mrs. ¥oGrough:, The Daleys had u large "Hop Yard™ on the hillside snd every

auntumn 1t was the soene of a grasd pioking ¢ime--moatly done by women and ohildrafe
took our lunches and was & real pionic. Mike and Tom Healy and Jeff Sullivas sut
down the pades and placed. them across ocur boxes {(good big d euble bo:ao) and

picked full for a quarter and no one short rated Mra. Daley.

Aleng the Bosd

osme Charles Wagners: He bad s harry farm and 80, each season we were eaploysd
thare, further on 1ived ths Holnmes family and the Kathis. On the hillside the
home of Pete Lang a gay rosd house in the long ago, then in good home of the
Brownalls 10ag forgotten *Loxd Poph™. The Bartholds & dlscksmith shop mun by

My. Spinmer alsv 8 wagon shop~-The Spinner family sll lived in Village Creek thefi~-
the re wore two gensral stores and three flour mills MoNamse, Doshler, and
Derenore, The three Caver famllies were all well %0 40 and respected in the
community. Also ¢he Dan Srennans. Then the McCarthy family. My dsar friend

Al ine, & sister Laura brothers 18a, Zaryon and Qsa all Mll of fun and ¥rs. a dear
little 0ld lady who enjoyed it all and the old woolen mill was tuey in those days.
My . MoUarthy had been kxillel in the mills before my Cime there~--He was gaught
in some bitting and no one heard him in time and 30 he d ied from injuries and now
there 1s is 80 1iftle left of "*Village Crsex". Just pleasant msmories.

Reukh Larglig
Jus t near the dyke was a large tannery owned by Mr. Cutting, then the flour =11l
ewvned by the W thu'n Co, and run by B Buth,

Acxoss the street lived Mrs. EKorrisy anl son Frank and next 2 saloon rua by Joe

Raweg and Dennis Cullen. then the lumber yard and our 0ld home~-dack of our place,
the Josse Mose and the Cowan bhomes and 8 1ittle 60 the north the home of Dr. Ranney
-=DACK Of thit we.s the homes of the Gamme’s Pele Sanks and !reeland. and across the
zavine the old Faquetts home the:e Gsorge bryant the Whitney hcmes, B2 Coy

Janas and (Qeorge Metoalf and tlwm old Sghorbert place. wWhat was later the mill
office of John Robson, was the Cram homs (Helen Mixpsople) across that atreet were
Yol Shaw, D, L. Shaw and the Wood samil ies~~D. L. zand Leyd had a dry pool
gtore and Vol and the Wood families weres in the saw mill dusiness, my Uncle George
Lyons was thelir bookkeersy.

The cld £lour mill omed by Vashtam Co, axd run by ¥ Ruth bhe was a qulet sturdy
nen wae & widowver and with two children, a boy and & girl. 4bout 1879 or 80 a big
scandal struok Lansing & mally band of thisves--stole f£rom warshouszee eto. snd the
tanpe 3y was lootal also the flour mili and while everyone knew the Bhiog was run
by John Wegoeys He had a goed druying bupiness with keys to every warehoase etd,
He employed Diok Hapey and came out free~-Mr Ruth wss never seen agala and about
thirty years ago--a -8 skeleton was found umder the 0l}d foundation of the .odd flour
2411 and old timers felt sure it was B Rutk, and th:t he had been done wway with
by the gang. Lev! Horne and James Lynch were mads the go.ts and sent to the ma
wt wera soor parmdo md--Magcie Rohan was coached by Dick Haney, just what to &4y



snd when she to0id him the facts he said "y are to answer my @estions Just seo
apd 80 and it was ull hoxoravle and poor Mr, Borme and Lynch got the ran and Mr.
vagmr wenl £ree. He left Lonsing then-~the atmosphers not so good

And then Deany Rohan’s bl agkemith shop a sy place in the old days. Tien
Hartbauer’s mxt the 0ld "Union House" rum by the Drehers. . Then we go west on the
south eide of Matn St~-~first a Livery stadble then B. A, Bltm. grocers and oxockery
next Dr. Ranzey's drug store oa the corner the post office (2nd st} and then a
generzl etore by "Purdy and Sons ™ next the bank, and thon Mrs. Kahler's stors,
Jobn and Sryan Tully saloon MoBayt!s general store, A saloon by "Pete aad Joe™
Wuest and Uswmesbach, Then John Schinsel, boarding ﬂaca also Mrs. Vuest kept
boarders to06. A barber sho) a shoe store.

Is most of these on the seconxi fleors were of fices of Lawyers--L. B. Fellows, Sam
Xinoe, 7att, and Camp all identified with the original good old Lansing. The
gorner was oulled t.e Conscert Hall Elk and the corner was " Bryant and Thorps ® shoe
gtore a vory lovely one~-all of this block was destroyed by the £irs in 18 _

My. Bwyant located on a farm near Jaukon--Mr. Thorpe died and mow Il tell ye you of
his grief atrioken widow--she £irst cohlected his life insuirance and a little
later susd #red Sehleh, John and Aryan Tully and A lbart Gildertson for damsges.
She ocalimed hs died 0f drunkennass and so, she bdled them for quite a sum.

Shiek and Gilbertson left Lans!.ng for Minneapolis and Lalruyy¥--the Tullye atuok
it out and survived, Mrs. Thorpe was s daughter of R, P,-Spenger a hardware
merotant of Lansing’s early daya, Mr. Spencer was a brother of "Spencer™ of the
original wholesale firm here “Nidbard, Bartlett and 3pencer”. Murs. Thorpe's
backe s in a1l this dirty work was “Cap bascomd¥, Ho was always aotive in mind ing
the other fellow's business and was & very bad asctor, moraliy and every way.
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On a beautiful little plateun above Hgytman's were thres fams--Christy Dungan,
Fa¢ Ceawsy and John Garrity--The John Garrity place of my tims had beer the home
of Jumas Dungan, the house & very nice one had been tuilt by him and he and his
fanily had moved to Bmmetabury lowa, He had bewen proaperous and his wife a very
iliiterate womsn was very preud of him, Her numbsr work did apt go beyond the
twenties. Ia telilng a neighbor of the sale of & gow, she sald that'Waim® had
gottsn twinty tm dcllars for it.

1 vas seventeen when 1l taug.w there and 1 boarded at Chriaty Dungan’s. By
climbing a rail fence and walking scross 8 pasture shortened my walk cons iderabvly
and so I 4id, John CGarrity's pasture. Having tuken the llberty a couple of € imes,
Mr Garrity met mex and this 1s about what tookx place. By Mr, G--" See here 1ittle
girml, ses here,~-niver lit me catch you cn my propirty agim for'whin the finee
asels fixing I'L1l not call on yor to do the work", HNeedless to say, I never

passed agali.

Pat Convay was & jolly little Irisimun with a fringe of red whiskers fram ear o
sar, making a ocircle betwesn chin and msck., He drove tc¢ towe in 2 lumber wagon smd
as I rensmber. stood up in the wagon box and usually danced 2 1little Jig. Of coures
1t was on bis way out of town and hs sang and was bBappy.



"Bytnans " was A flag station on the CNASP road and there lived in a 1ittis ;q
house "Pyg Leg Yowers" and wife 'Meg" I sometimes waited there for the tmix
Lans ing and found pleaty to amee me. "Meg" had ubout ten hens and all had ma.
They perched upon the flour barrel or the kitchen table or chalirs and "Heopgle™
callsd each hea by name, I was young then and so 1'got & big mm fom 4t all,

chrhty Dungan 1ived in the most beaxtiful place-~the view mn up and dewn the
wonderiul Mississippi covered meny miles. Ti» bluff was hich and s slide where
wood was run down to the foot of the hill-=In those days steamboats landed there
“:d 1:;% gapty tuiges to be filled and towed away the loasled one. Wood was the fuel
us %« . '

NF. snd Mrs. Dangan and her mother comprised tne family. Granny wues of the firm
bel 40f that no one enjoy themselves.. Life shonld be work, deprived of all amuse-
'ment anéd be sare and pray rplenty.

My, Msu had saved a weakly story paper for years "?hs N.Y. Ledger®, I found
it all in order and she had the dates straight, so it was easy to read., She gladly
let me have them and so after school each evening I started my story--that is 83
yoars ago and stfll 1 remember so well-«ths title of the story "Only a girl's
heart" and the name of the heroine, "Gertrude Haddon the feryxy wan's daughter"”
and Of oourse her lover was & nobeiman, however, 1 mever finished the story. One
evening when 1 got home from school-~I Zeoked for the atoxy rapers, all 18 vaine-.l
theh asked Mys. D what she hod done with them and she new mothing adout them. 8o
she tumad to Granny and asked her if she kunew where the were and then ¢ame them
answer  *“Iroth and I burmd them", 8o you see I maver finished my story and
Granzy won out for 2o pleasurs was allowed there. Mrs. D{uijan sall ‘Nother

¥ty 414 yout” and the amswer was "Iroth I don’t belleve am such ~osting of t Wme",
Iz later years I figured that "Iroth" meant "In truth™,

L/

Mo fghbors in the Russell district, anmd as often happered a disyute about whose

sows got into Bili's comfield he finally sued Mr. Rislly--claimed hds cows were
$he guilty oma. The sult was tried 1n ths 0ld eity hall andyou may rest asaured
drew quite a orowt of trouble "fans” rn %oth sides, The presiding justice--turnad
$o Mr. B~-and asked if he had a lawyer to donduct his claim ete, Bill arose amd
addreagsed the court "Your honor I am familiar with the law ami adble t0 handle ay
gase™ and 26 Mr, R, was put on the atand--"His cows had been well taken ocare of g
a pssture and the bars closed. The guestion ars you sure and how? Mr, R "Well
the bazs and com field are "overrite” me dure and I would be sure to see thenm,

Bill arose and claimed his right to gquestion Mr., R. Bill--Mr R,--Maybe in Ireland
you said "overits" bhut we are in imerica and the propsr word is "firainst™, The
"fins" were dolighted, Mr. Rielly won., Bill was far from popular. Court adjiourasd
am paid the costs and learnsd a lasaon but didan't improve Aaim,

ﬂorc proaporous La)‘amttﬂnmra. and about 1870 moved to farme near Emmetsbairg
Iowa amd contimed to prospers Aunt Xate Duffy knew them in the new homes. Both
vomen indulged in new black silk dresses wers very careful of them. |

gGoing into any room they dusted the chair before sitting cm it, and then 1ifted
the dress and sat in the petticoat no gamble.

Petor d1dn’t lixe hia wife’s baking etc, sad 8o bought 2 trunk with l»y snad bhomght
brsad and his ohcica foods, also tea and locked thee in his ’cmm-«lst Eligapsth
anit hersgl?. So mary fanpy stories of somg of tham, a2 51l tmas.
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Feter and W isabeth wers marrisd in Ireland, oame to St. louis and were employed
in oas housahold ~~Rlisadeth houss mald and Peter coachman~-he considered himsele
above her and would not allow her to recognisze him. 8o one day the mistress fousd
the bride orying and got ths truth, Peter was given just one ahoice.

Amo g the farmers, on thelr home ground were no "service™ or prather "comfort®
stations., And of cou.se the £iret imsight of such places came to the ohild on
8o4ng to school~-dack of each school Bouse were two nise little housee one for
the boya, and one - for the ginrlg, I learned my first lesson in the Ruesell
school-~] was enly seventesn years old, and the situation quite a del icate ome.

A 3ix year old Ianzy Cavin made 1A very evident by his use of the playground that
I shou.d aot and 80 I kept 1ittle Danny after school and took him cat to the boys!®
houss and thought I made it olear to hime--the next Satuxday "0l4 Dan" oame to towa
and stopred in froat of ear house anc oalled "Mre lyons, Mre Lyons”. Ma ocame in
anaver and this was the last woxd for me, ‘'Mrs L-- ] want to tell you that
l1ittle girl of yours is too damn smart, she tried to get my little Danny to P---
in the cisterm-~-all my finssse lost and poor *Ma™ 20 shames for all the michbou

heayd "0ld Dan",

Sougort Stations
At that time I am quite sure of only four, Oneat the 0ld #iGslich place, ome at
John Lamba, and ons at the Philip Byrne and one at (randpa'Farley‘'s 01d home,

I learnsd many amaging faots {n that school--the resl ignorame of the homwes of the
child rens The Larry Keenans, Denkans, Tom Vhelans, Jerry Xelly, Antony Donland and
many others., To talk of 1it, oolor might mean anything and 90 I had lessons on many
s imple things, Maybe some of them stuok.

iz Rupeell Family “A Ccmplex Family™

1 think he and his family oame to LaFayette about 1880, Ne had juet marrisé a
widow--she Imd three ohildrsn two daughters and a son, younger. Their name s

wore Walgeoh and had coms from Mishigan--It 4didn*t last long, for Tim was notoriounsly
sross and oruel g0 the thres children ran wway. People were kind to them ali along
the way and they fimally reachsd Grand Rapids and were all right among friends--

2he boy passed away., The girlas got along all right, married and lived thelr

full lives there, Tim and wife hud ons child {Asnie) Mrs. ¢led shortly after and
Tinm married the widow Keenan<-She had two children Mary and Lapry. Xeenan an@ Tim
one; Annie Russell as time went along the stork left seven more--Kate, Joamma, Jobs,
24m Jro Dave, Nellls (Mrs. O- sidy] and Tom and they mver kmew a real home, ‘for oM
Pim was sach a devdl no ome sVer went thers. He never even went tc ohurch, as

he hed had a fight with Fr, Hannan, Tim f£inally passed ocut and then ths family
started t0 live. Aunie would aay "poor father he must have bad a deep sorrow in
early 1ife". T%hat was about 1881, ¥We were all smused with her pretending. She 1ed
speat two years in Grand Rapids, with her sisters-~came back when Tim died,

Thought she could fell everyone how to sct and how to live~-very mod ers. Went

back to teach a gountry school and £1ipally married a farmer from near Eew Albln el
went to Nebraska to live on a farm, (Mikxs Hoonan) -

The rest of the family lived on, on the cld place, had company, fixed 8 ‘wash benoh,
& wokst of water, with adippsr, a wash basin in it and an oll cloth pimned on
the wall divided and a newtooth brush for each member of the family. O{me morning
Jeanna osme down An tims to see "indy MeGloughlin making his toilet fixing his
austache with her toothbrum«-yau gan. age what rolliowed no one felt safe to uese

any of the snpmiw and 80 Acdghail his choloe of ae¥an, T hisg owifit wog on 5 lgum en
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the bdask of the kitchen. Mrs., Joanna, Th Jr. Dave, snd Tom went to X,Da, in
1892, EKate married and dled io Marion lowa, Nellie married Dick Tassidy and 4ied
several years ago and Dick 00 has gone., Just two are left--Tom and J.'n and -
she is meatally gone, ' _

Mr., and Mrs. Kinwwy ocams in the early times from Xew York--both of them college
edvcated and ounllured peopla~-had three ohiidren Lidby, Charles and Sam Jr.
Libby gradasted I»on are of the b-st known scheols on the Endson and came bagk to
Lansing and found har pereats on the down hill road from a too popular life--
they were in dex3ud in 80013l doings he was a state senator and wery muah weloome
throughout the ataty. 4nd besame fond of the drink and were indulged every where.
Charies disd when s jont Swal ve years 0ld of peneumonia, Mr. went £irst, and

Hrs, 1ingered an bah v{otims of softening of the brain, Libhy stoed by through
it all and cared for thga--~fiam Jr finished hich schoolin Lansing--then came to
OChicago and was doing y4oely, when he t0o went of preumonia, Libbie married

Los Papa-<had & sad ljie. Ead one daughter, who survived her and now al)l buried
in the Lansing cemetary--~yeace to their ashes. 0IThey were of the very bdest, dut
too gayo | |
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A captain in the Vivil #ar when it was over he returmd and had with him & young
Negro oalled by everome "Niggsr Dog", Capt. Hemmingway mariried Martha Heney, Had
fouy daughters and one sco~-Une dunghter died about ten years ago the remaining -
three Fanny, Susie and Martha live in the old bome on north River Strset, much of .
the land along there balonged to the cld Hamey men, acqired by them directly from
the Indisns~-The only son Sam lives near Cedar Fails, Iowa. C--t. Hommingway was
slected mayor of lLansing and the big Job was the put ting in of: - che artesian well,
The deep sxcavation down Kain st, and Capt E--was in bottom when it caved in and:
he was orushed and died. He was well liisd By every one and of course a war herd,
That was in 1876. ‘'Higger Dec"® longed for his own people and 30 later located
in Dubugqus. Many fyom Lansing have seen him there, Always homst and respected.
His name was Danlel Rober. o -

The botel was owned by Dudkey D. Doe and he had a vary besutiful dauvghter--"Roxey™
and Dicx Hamey had inside mnning when a8 young minister (Rev. Rogus) was oalled

to ave charge 0f the Congregational Chmrch~-He was very ncpular and dared to
admire "Roxey" 4 "Falr" or “"Basaar” was in the of fing and 80 Diokx E-~ proposed

a contest for winning a gold headed cane hy the most popuiar young man. Ee put
Bev, Rogess and "Nigger Duo" as the best candidates~-Dick worked herd for his
man "Déc™ apd 0f oourse won the cane for his side:. The nice young minister was of
course crushed and soon resigned from the church and left town. Dick and Roxie
were married and £inslly located in Plerri 5,0a. He yrospered and finally made
judges of the suprems gourt. So honor, and honesty doesn't always coms ocut on 0P,

Mr. Wttt s jawyer B -
Each year when Jack Frost finished his work on the good Missslasip 1 and a solid

jce cover over all, A road was marimd across the frogen river--south east just bde-
iow the old flour mill, then through the lsianis, tc the foothills of Wisconsin
joining the road to Perryville all told about eleven miles., Maroy Mew walked it
and 80 Mr, Watt snd Mr, Steelsmith walinsd to Ferryville made ths trip alright and
{n the aftarnoon started buock, when in the Island part. a suddsn violeat blimzars
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came up and 80 blinded the men that they lost thelr way and became separated,

Parly next morning Mr. dteelamith reashed Lansing and t0ld the mws--a gearchisg
ety went out and later they found the £rosen body of Mr. Watt-~another mad acroes
the river to De Sota a distance of about five miles was often the gay sleighride,
party ending in & dance hall in De Sota~--good eid t Swa~-The promoters of these
pertieis were usnally Mary l!ealy and Maggie Haw,

lr. and llra. !eal comay ani family two daughters anl three sons

Mary (iirs. Ryder) marrisdand lived in N.Da. When quite an old woman she was murdered
in her home and it went into the unaolved orimes. Rllen, then John, Dan and James.
John edited & mper in Kansas. He was a full fledged scamp. Dan sn all right farmer
and Jim & Jawyor lived all his life in Lansing. 4 grod man amd a good scitizen.

his wife was Nallile MoCafferty tbey had one son--He was an invalid fiom child hood,
bat 2ad all the comforts and luxurdes of life. His parents Both died and he waas loft
with quite some money--He had a wild time for a few years, went wild with auto
driving was £ inally killed in his own car and so ended the Jim Oomway family. The
old lady was & lovely looking woman and didn’t gmow A from B Wit when she 4 idd ber
son John wrote her obitusry said she was so well educated eteé. and was as familiar
with the works of Xeats anl Shelley as with the Irish bards of old. She spent much
time on her front :up-mkins‘olay Pipe-

Four miles west of Lansing "The Pour Mile House". Home of the McCafferty Fanily--
and an old time taversn, a porular place and of good standing~-Mr. afid Mre. Mo

one son Antone, four daughters Bunice (Mrs. Billy Memming) Mary a num speat her
l1ife in the convent in LaOxosse, Rose who lived all her life in Lansing--she and
Antone lived for years in the 0ld "Famers Home® on Maim S¢° Nellie the youngest
mexried Jim Convay d ied young--she and her msband were of*the best people.
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James anl family settled in Lansing in 1066 came from Ohio~-he Dought the old
"Lansing Mirror"anml published it for yecars--later moved to Washangton n.c. where

he £111ed xmk an mportant position in the US mail dopt--—had three lom and oms
daughter.

George Metoalf, his wmother, and a brother John cams to Lanslng in May 1872, Just
before the R.R. entered Lansing~—They Iad to leoave the traim at Columbus and come
the last span on a ferry boat--He was a very interesting person to visit with had &
worde rf»l memory and loved to tell of the old days. He published tho Uirror" after
James want east:

Later he sold to the Dunlevy Brothers and it was merged into the Allamakn Journal ,
Georgs Metoalf had a family of three sons and ons daughter., The daughter ¥na
lives in Boston., as a girl and woman 1 always loved her. George Jr. stiil lives
in Lansing. Herbert ani Walter d isd suddeniy in DeaMoines, Bina, Heybert, and
George Jr. had been puplls of ming in the old court house.

Had been our neignbors and friends as far back as my memory ruas. Xr. G-- was £30m
Rew Rogland and had many of the 0ld Raritan pr.ctices. EHe was very interesting and
when we were young we spent many evenings with them. Mr G-- made mz a ounlgl Toard
and he was great at tipp!.ng the tatle axd playing spirit sapping. He told us of
1ifs in N.ingd and when they wers young and the country teacher™oarded awumi”,

4 young msn named Hughes was very clever and put different ones Iinto trances. NP,
8 ha1 a sizter that was the best msdiwm-~Mughss was £inally sant out of the country
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and went t0 France, Hs was finally exfled from there and just recently I've read of
him apd I falled to Meep the article~-Hs dled an oxile many yesrs ago., lrs G was

& baptist and 30 a few times we bhed the river cersony--We ohildren loved it plenty
of noise --ws gathered at the river in front of the old ¥Van hborg cros sing snd

how we 414 sing Swo et memories

Lived in the Mouse timt later was the home of the James Guider family--our good
nelghbors Well Jessie and Jam Jogged along together unt?l past middle life and
then Jesss foll in love and wanted a diwrce Jane gave 1t to him, as she wanted
tc see him happy. &ome ¢t Sue previous Jesse had suffered an almost S4t%al attack
of doudble hiceoughs Jane was thea his wife and all conceded that it was her care
and . mursing that saved him. S0 now on this seoond attack be d1dn't have Jane
The doctors gave up and Jesse oalled for Jane to oome to him and Jans answered the
0dll and Jesse recovered aml Jans went about her masiness. The Rose family was of
seversl branches--all finally moved to Wis east of DeSota

ne AoWa e il % #¥X. 2N i AW :
My, Mrs Tim, Briiget, Tom Mike, Mary Ann, Rellie and Johnnie They were the most
pogressive of the farmers in Lafayette Township 7Tim was drowned, when he tried

to save young Jimmis Fuiks both were lost Tim was lost by the little boy ol inging
to him--The Howards were of the finest, in appearancs and manpers and honor. Iiirs
was very proud 0f hesy uppeayante and dressed well ahead of LaFayette womam®s styles

2in Naddep

Was 0ld fashioned he never drow a teum 0f horses-~came to town regularly, walking
alang beside his yoke of ocxsn with his whip in hand 4nd the 0ld “gee haw We as
¢hildren, loved to sea him oome He and wife and one daughter made the family, Mrs
Guider (James) was the only c¢hild she was our good neighbor for many years--the
best earted axd kinfest of woman and made ths most wondeyfully good dread, Seven
child yen in the family. four boys and three glris. sll the doys are alive and
live in Minneapolis. Just Margaret, of the girls is left

Abbut the centre of it was the old cowrt house, In the early days of Allamakee Co,
Lansing was the ocounty seat, and the court houvse built in S. Lansing--some years
later the politiciane of Waukon, made a night raid on the "omrt house™ stole ail
boeks eto and ever aftsr, Waukon was the county seat. and owing to itas csntrsl
location in the cunty it really was theé more practical place

The o0ld “sourt house” begams ths pudblic school. (my £irst school) entered there

in 1870 my firet teacher wzs Frankie Shaw (Mrs George Markley) Teachers before
tiat were two Klas Wolagotis and Perry Darling. Later and ones that I reaember, were
Mary Ann MoGarrity, (Mrs McGovern) Xate lMcGarrity (Mrs Danghcrtﬂ 8is Eslleler,
(Mrs Thornton Dr's wife] Bma Jackson, Alice Duffy of Wemkon--all loved by us all.
Later sister Annte and I taight in the 0ld well lowd ™Sourt houge®, AR oyen speos
in front where we plaped. Lumber piles, whers we pflayed "House", soutn of our
play groundl, on the street, was Mr Levl Horne’s saloon--an orderly and regpectadbla
plase and on the mrth border, Nr Bequetts saioon and grocery. Ne was the last
word in "within the law” was a frenchman, coouldn’t read or write

When & Dil)l of goolds was dol ivered to him, he would call some school shild and read
over and chedk ths 1ist with him, I often was honored, and my reward would oftem be
% basret af apples or semevhine good--all plsasant memorles of Mr Bequatts
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ezt hoase Mye mm. d o :aoord [ o) hanns tvan marrded seven times 211 rerfectly
Jegal~-Murphy 4ied and all six followed W divoroe

Noxt the Charles Gedady heme, $hen Nrs. Martha Rath Suschnell a . sistep of James Ruth
long tdme postrester and off the stregt next the '"Card™ homs. later. the of fice

of Johm Rodson, lumbermen and the seat in Lansing hietory of - £lrst “flush
tollst” ant I feel sure that § of the jopulation oalded. Mtht! u fewdays. to see
bow it wonld bs te push the Wt in | ‘

Ony nearest meightor Jmt 50:th of us Jahn Degnan s God.Re mpxt the 014 soandinsvian
hotel; in the back yuri & larzge Vara. Noarding fesh ats, & farmers refuge. Ve
Mtqa umud. Ludo of hay belng tarhd into the laft. Shem vae a veighing Piade

5 fyent of Yhe barn and ons dsy & german farmer had his lsnd weighed, then dyove 0
the unloading place--the load tipped ower and wvhen the hay came down with it was the
old woman, She was hidden in the lgsed, a bip woman nearly 200 Iba., %Phat made &
mge in tha "Fol jee Gasstte” A very highly piotured piper, mmblished in N.Y, The
¢ld ootple’s amme was Ruppy,

The mxt owner of the old hotel was Mrs Monrce. HNer d maghter Nrs, L, Bels eleped
with Fete Banks (OQur Neighbor) Banks had a wife and three 1Sttis givis Mrs

Bals d a lusdband and (iupt R~ and a small boy “Lorea™ he marrisd Lottie Barthold,
The eloping pair finally settlsd in Cal, In later years Loren visited his mother,
he said she bad been happy and Loren dad no hari feel ings. He aimired ner

wt ¥alk batween N.Af.Lemalns” n.d -
The 0)d houss on the cormsr firmlly tecums the Van Enwerg plaes dsross ths street
Bookn, Rehen & bazt
Maln BSt--south side
Third St--a barness shop then John Farrell's (Qoyles later) hotu--noxt Snahaoh and
Xennedy meat market, a general store and then "Bookfinger, and Boechemier®™ wegon
gsatory md blioksmith shop--on the ocorner the Xerndt dept store by the old firm,
the origina) Keradt Bros, natives of Germany and good tusiness men ard the best of
¢ itizens~-

Farther along ‘woro homes well set back in 16vely yards of many flowers The £ipst

was the Puiks homg--mext Charlie Bergless on the next corner %he "0 Parmer Home™

aoross the stree® the old "John D Cole"” ltome then down to the dear o0ld stone school
house. Mr Coles was one of the best educated men of that time, Kis wifedied--he

had £ive daughters and ons son . '

Later he apswered a mtrimonisl call and merried a spinster f£rom Milwaukee She made
it ¥vown that mo ome must oall upon her there and a0 she. lost 2o tims in milding
& now homs The home now Charles Kerndt was st that time the last word, She had
ey oazxds printed, at one ocorser the d 2y of the week "at lome® The two lisggie

and Belle left homs~~ Tom the boy went, and for ever after made his home on the
islands with the Winnebago indians Mary staysd for a little whils and sveryom
kasw how abused she was, Mlanche fared little better--but Gertie was the favored
one and so fared well: Mary was mxy my age and friend iz our high achool days.
shout seventzen years ago she committed suicide, Gertie and Blanche 1ive in Cal,
Rlanshe {2 & teacher and reader of Christian Science inm Long Beach, -

Megcle (Mrs, Mo¥earney) 1ived to be 92 and she wrote me the most womerful latters

%0 the laast Sha has three grandsons--officers in the U.S., Army ome | & West
Pointey. Jelle, hay sister died long ago Maggle and Bells were Cathoucm-so WAas
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Along toe Stress | |

The old Xinney Wourding homo one son, hs spent aome time iz collage whioh made him
@ite outavanding and god for little--then near the end of the street the "Haap
brewery” 1a those days & very lovely rvaort. 4 variety of birds in cages squirrels
#tc and lowely piants, palms and flowers--tables where people sat around and egjoyed
'tho!rbizur. That wasall lost during the first prohibitioan awut 1881 and it never
came Dbacks o

Oa the north side of Main St all were homes until you resched the Reith hardwaréd
@0 The 014 methudist church s¢ill stants and on the eoruer Tom Bakewell ‘s home

it was lovely in the long ago-~-nlilt and the home of &, W Hayes a graia buyer
later he mowd t Fankon-~for soms years it wés run down--thoen bought und lived in
by Mres Boneloy and family Ghe moved o LaCrosse and the house wemt bad agalm until
Zom = Bakewell Dought it. I understand it is anow for sale

Eoxth Lats L.

At tlat time & emell dhab‘ay £reme clirok on the street vack of the Q,Mthouc
Wwildings now so lovely aud up to date, was all 8¢ poor and heaviiy an dedt. Fr
Haxmie r arrivet and he was only tmnty three years 0ld tat full of snergy sad a
good business man,

In & very short time the 0l& debis wers chuuﬂ and by degress he bullt all the fine
bulldings row owned by the church and he klways worked kard,

- im the old days were several churches of different denomimations--Bpiscopsal,
Presbyterian, Coigregationai and Method st and now Just one fedsrated church , still
& norweglan luthersn and o german yresbyteriun stays on

East of = Relshs ~<First the Fape atore

A Gapt in the Oivil VWar his folks were sarly cettlers one of his sisters was Marla
Mrs Robert Angell snd the other Mrs Bushnell he had no drothers--was a good citiszen
ahd respecwidy all was pos tmaster Io2 severial years and later when poiitiss mde a
change he was fmmedlately elected to & county of£ice he was married and had two sons
dal ter apd Jamie Walter disd in yung msnhoed and later Jamis moved to Cal and ‘1.
amquite sure he has passed or that Mr and Mrs both moved and spent thelr last days-
in Cal or really c¢ame back and are buried in Lansiag They wers of ths best psopless:
Latsr of, My Rwas in the clothing tisinseg in partnership with Hsrman Boech

Lived mar Yexfori--irs OVoney was a sister of Mrs Joha Mohrer 3y, Th. .. oney's had
b tamily, dut Mr was az Guesy keeplng track of &1 the neighbors ani people iving
ar coming into Lalayeatte Towrship John made it his business to find out all ab. .
them, Hs neually did his travels or horsebsok and if popallie-~he drove right lato
your hoase nothing sensitive about bim and 8 mw priest was wall advertised by him
in a short time~-he was a hiimless man--but not & very helpful ops Just ] busybody
ar gosalp .

It was way back when lu' Laub se*thd in Lafsyetts Certyrs buliz guite s mice houss,
terns and a comfort station, The comfort station csusad much fum ia the community
aed YNr Lamh was rafeersd to a3 the "Tony Man* He passed away und Mre Lamdb and
brother (Jamse Cyrren) coatimied living there and Purmlng it aad now two Of MY
Carrsn’s sons Jaok and #3111 live thers. XMr Curran married Anne OJuider and they raiged
& fxmily ef ton children, eight of then stiil 1iving Mr Cureal was a Very a3 igiovs

23y oo
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you could hear sll though the hause Mrs Lamb, Mr L, and Mr Curyan were bdora ip
Isgland Mr C~- claimed be was Wiz the "year of ths blgwimd¥ |

The older generstion consisted of four brothors and two sisters Johm, Daa Michael
apd Jamps., BSisters were Mrs., Pat Ryan and Paul Jeeley. The Peeley family lef$
Lagayette many years ago. Pat Ryan and wife spent their liweson the old homes$éed
and the farm was always a prospsrous ons It &5 now owned by a grand-daughter amd
har husband Ths Byans ind six sons and two daughters all thrifty ani honorable
yople and adlldied quite young--Niock, Mike, John W, Pat, B, amd Dan, daughters
Mary Ellen &nd Maigaret {(Mrs Ben Byrns) her husband died in 1918<-a tabdy girl dled
in infanoy and & son Jos in 1923 Mrs Byme died the same year and five children
sarvive and all live in, or mur Ohicago~-Mary Ellen Ryan (iMrs Joe Bohrer] died in
1892 left two young children Mayme and Marry Mayme (Mrs Mark Iunlevy) died in
Oot 1918 snd left an infant Loy baby Tomay) He 1s now in the army serviace
Rarsy Bohrer llves in Chisage - :

John fig Guider and family 1ived near John Lamd Phe ochildrem, Michaoel, W. X. {51i11)
Mrs Asnie Curran and ‘Maggie”. 4 young son John died of spinal meningitis ® and
Maggie was left with eyesight forever gons., Michuel marrisd Auule 37/ne and 1ived
oA the old home place ister moved to Lansing and died there had two draughters
Margretta and Mayme all left Lansing many years a@ and for a time lived in Montiose

S.Do Wo Ho (8i11) married L,cina Byrne and have lived all the years im Lansing.
Married Ray 15 1688 and in llw 1938 we enjoyed elping celebrated their "Golden
“edding" They are both guitée waell and still enjoy their bdome and friends. ‘Maggie”
lived to bve neariy 60 and bad the good fortans to be wellcared for, in the home with
Pill and Luoina--Maygretta and Mame had a sister Lucins she psssed away long aco left
ons young d aighter md msband. Lived in 8.0,

Dag Galder wos uarrisd twios his first fanlly--§ill, Jumes, Mary Ellesn, ianis Narle,
and Mike bis wife died when Mike was 2 babv and he married Lucy Huym--they were &
grand couple, Thelr hospital ity was woil xnown and enjoyed by muny--gKate Tuily is
the cldest of ths £ mily and lives in Chicago~-her hustand died several yemars ago,
Miok Guider dled very early and left two dangiters and one son., Mollle, Magrie, and
Patay all passed away years ugpe~ ' |

Jamss Guider £ amliy-Jirs was Lridget Madden. They md seven children--Frank, Johs
Hate, Gertimde, Margarat, Jos, and George The sons are all living and well to do all
live in HMiansapolis-~-Kate and Gertzude hive gone these many years all good people
anl 004 nelghoors

Motlaskey fupiliss

In She long ago two fanilies Oven and Bd were the heads of the fumilies and each

hd a large fanily. The Ned children were puplls of imlne when 1 taught in the iictle
gohool in the Jeman settlement--The Stiders, Roggensachs, Luths, #upths Mnllarkeys
aad Howards--The Ned Muilarkey and they were fine people My and Mrs were big hearted
and would smare with their friends.--¥hen they came to settle in Lafagette a driie
and groom they walked all the way from Gamavilla and carriedthe iy clothes Im ths
the 0ld fashloimd carpet dags~~the ir weaith emsll but their hopes and spirits high
~3ng Owen NMullarky was older and I don't remember thnem 30 well

\;z" wi).s.MQd'.E"%QGi.a hu*na was .mar the 01d saw mill and thér cultivated a iarge gar&eg
sad §oam gulbs suse 401 3 mogket garden busirsse.
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to Walreas thelr "once a week™ was calebrated every Seturday night and when resdy
t0 £o home we were amumed at the wpekly argument %They would drive a short distance
ard then “whoa"™ The horse stopped and voth ol imbed out te settle the driving

qual ities 4¢ sither ene ahought the othar not f£it, then they ol iwbed up and in and
aftey A short drive the perfomance was repeatesd,. It 7as a toms affair and they
always mede the home base., Later they moved to lLaCrosse and Passed away there.

ahe Ogphans Deperted Oandler tha Besl Namp
My Candler's wife disd of "Tellow fever in New Orleana and hs mwarrisd again. there

was Shree c¢hildren, twd young girla and a little Loy about three years 0ld. They
came t0 Wexfox and took possession of i log cabin there rear the Neatley home. XNo
ong Enew whan, but Kr and Mrs left and the three child ren were slone,

After some 4aps. Will Heatley, a young boy heayxd ories in the cottage went in and

saw the poor children S6 he told his fokks and the rews sprabdd, The neighbors

tonk ocharge The little boy died. Nothing was ever heard ef the pair who fled and
By Owen Scllivan of Palnt Hoock tnok the two girls. 4 neighbor {Mr Degnan) helped

and #¢ they had o homa, Later inne, the older married John Degnan {mo relation of th
g0od mighdor) they were our neighbors; Xllen woxked in Pragrie DuChien and so they
iived to e quite cld, Mr and Mra D are baried in JLans ing.

Mﬂ
ronged to a proapsrous family ot Dubu,ue--Ko limd in Lansing as lnng as 1l remember

aml wag 8 just 8 nonentity. He was township assessor all the years I thimk until e
was ready to pass out--His love was doose and during the island saloon ere, poor
man was resoued several times frem & watery grave in the grand old Mississinpi.
Thero wus a family of two daughters and I tRink four sons, All right M€t ne over
ambitions Anns was the oldeat and 8 school teachsr many years, in Lansiig and later
in MoGragoy, I saw her eight years age at the last "Home Coming®™ she toid ns, she
wis Very hamd up and lived in an "0id Peoylea™ bome was indeed s sad reils of
bettar dayrs. Tos bad s0o wuch hapd luck baprens along. Mattie Qied many years ago
an4 1 don' know how tha b tuers fuared -

An old Oeman gouple as 1 remember--had {: v: ddghters one of them lived ia Algou _
Ia the cthars~-Mras XKsnmdy whose hMisband was & partner of Jake Sabaoch in the mest i
later scld his parstnership to Mr Sohach and tie Nennedy family mbved t:0 Algona
Mrs Wusst, wife of Pater who, with Joo Umuesbach . ran a saloon om Main Streed
Inowa as Fete and Joes ylace Mrs Urmebuoh was & s 1eter ard Mra Morits Xerndt

mads up the five., Iifter the big £ire the saloon wus not retuilt and the.izests
went 30 Sloux Falls apd started a cigar factoiy~-~ My Urmesdack Milt again but 4i4
not resums bueirness. AMrms U-- 41d & little notion Wisiness and magagines, She sold
the place to Gaorge Metoalf Sy amd it is still a newsstand with new proprietors

Bn Urmesbsok liwe alone in a coxy oottag. on Vest Main Bt, The only msmber of the
I&nily l.‘to

The Holwes family
Hr" was Oliver Wendal Holmes of tha authors fanily--came from ths azst and settlad

o & £orm near Village Ciresk. he was of puritan stook--biat mairried an irish
gathoiio girl (¥iss Traipon) they had a tramily of four sons and three 4 agrters--

¥13 borought all up in her religion~+lr passed away first and he wis buried on &
st¥i? Just touchine the eatholio cemstery and Mrs buried at the edge. Devllld is ths
cnly monber living Zwaxd Julson ie & grandson his nother was Kinnie Eﬁlmes Ryp
_._.....ﬂm wag :i!vs t,lawa diad Tery aamg iLaft a gc’oa ﬂﬂ#-"in“"'*'“h, o o rea for his youndg

. S o v, b gt P w R oae B 5 3 Fosg o™ o
i A haal un 3% bgr e RaTr heme o gt
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gaunity faniiy

The ¢ld home was near "Thompsons Coraer ™ pros porous £irmers Hormn married Mary
Jackeon sad oums t0 Lansizg 823 went into the grocary mmainess ans wus 2 succass
saommodating had a big business in the doat dusiness, mads the boat culle at
gny time Gay or night Later his brother Fard joined him his wife was Aane Baytheld.
fwo sons Burnest and Maiold still live in Lansing., Will Gaunits stayed o. the
farm, married a Steiber girl good german famers~-1 used to koow all of them and
all of the many Steibders. Heymun Gaunits was great be came to our place and
helped 'Ma”™ make sauer kraut--when Ferd came into t'w bxsiness~--Nettie Conkey and
1 made sure %o call on him and iy candy~-ha°d get all confused and Nettie and I
reaped the benefit Hermen daaghter Cartie (Mrs uatcalt 1ives in Des Moimes) apné
Homir in 8t Paul

wmm

fo was of the Civil Wsr ¥on his way by work and Nerit wus always called Cap Baseon
Had a wife tmt tried hard to kesp Mim in the right path Wt Cap frequently jumped
the fanoe Was also a muddls r~Jsanaged the Nrs Thorne damage sults againsgt the
saloon lrnpurs for the death of her Imsbund from drink. i4lso got John Serene into
tas liqwor msss wharedby Rr. Natchway was finwolvad, Ne snd John Sersne had the
aympathy and respsot af ths tern and Bsecom the comieapt of averyons. Ho kept

6% his way te the end., Had two daaghiers Image Bascom Powle r Abert and idah Fuller
& gramddsughtar 4 damghter da Basocom Corne A1) vary cherming and Ind many friemis
Krs Alhart s mw sbout 92 years old XNrs Corns pasasd away ssveral years ago and

12 liviang would be only 76 now both daughtars ware vary grod looking

Hr Thomas £irst wife died and b had two ohild ren George and Mattie Qeorge was
brilllant and full of fun but never very well he disd young Mak:ile married Dr.
Greon of Datugue, of the best pragtice and lived there most of the years nntil he
tived Mrs died atout aix ycara ago a daughter Lolis 1ives in Urbsna., I know thenm
all years age. Dr Green was our doctor in Duluque and Mrs a teacher im Lansing
high sohool~-the geoond family of Thomse  Adah, Frank, Ben ond inns. Fpank was
drowned iv sm asgident in the islani sioughs, Ha and the ministor were helpless
whea thegr boat turned over. 4dah (Mrs L. Elmandorf) passed avay reoantly in Cal
Our gpod frienis Ben and wife, on the six of Oot celebrated thelr grlden wedding,
I was ot able to go dut 1've rec'’d two good reports from Fanny and a sister

Anpe Thomas Tayglor livea in Waukon

the Xemblg Jamily -

Thy £ irst ownar ¢f the store was George Kemble--hs lad no fawlly John jolined him
hsre in the 2arly duys, marrisd Miss Morgan had 8 family of five children~-Faany,
Johs, #1l, Pmama, and Balph, Mra died long ago. Mr lived to De over ninsty,
dfed in Ralph’s homa §n Minpeapolis apd was baried in deautitul "OQak HIll*” in
Lansing All the cbildren are living Fanny {Mrs. B. ¥. Thomasg) an husband Ben havz

1ived here sbout 20 years {(Chicagn)

gmwmm
Sattled first npeer Of1l Spring south of ‘la:.foxd ~~8 Feal settiement of fyanch reorle

~Hartellea, Cotag, Verdone, La Tronche, znd othars 8ll very frensh sed gsor-s of
cogn Aof indian mixture~—The two Vardons married ¥ary and Hazdselans Nariel “a ang
?“s =apvead to 221130buse- we .tcnew them weil and 1iksd them Hoss was killad by ag
' unt fe nwr ozaw witl {all at his familyis expnnsel B0 zd¢¥aat dnsurnssn IR

g
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B
Mrs LaPeint was a siater of the I.a Tronchs men and claimwed to be a "arter Looafi”
all these frerchwere very fond of "pa® he syoke thelr language. after he passaid
anay they often gams to sse us, They all called "Ma""Mre Jim"™.
Mras Gosbel wag a deunghtar of Mrs La Point. her zathar had pessed away and Mre
marrisd La Foint, there were five LaPcint child ren. “‘Huther Lizsie Josephine
Charles and Flstosn all gons ahead, They lived aorou fron the mill office, . Xr.
LePoint lived to e more Shan a Imﬂrea years old

Palown feally |
Came to Lansing from a farm Mr .Julius Nalson was the head of the. tanuy and a good

citizen and was always interested and helpful with the south Lansing school =~
gought for sur rights in meping the school  in the old court houae. the family

cons jated aof John, Vyiah, Julius Will and Bert--the three last ngmd were pupils of
mioe and I'll always remerber Julius as the best in intellsctual aritime tio of any
one 1 aver had ohirge of He was fins It not all aggressive--consequentiy was
never hpard from~-Urish has two sons in California one a lawyer and the other a
dnssar, Have been consaitad by the Whitneys and Hdttie Silberberg ano they aneak
hdghly of them

k)

Our frienis and neighbors and always our good companion weant through eight gredes
in=sohool together-—Nellle (Mrs Merritt} then Grant Aliocs the youngest (¥rs
Jamas Qerber) she passed away nearly & year sgo. and so ended a Iong, long, and
pleanant £réengship. Weo mpt at all the old time “Home Comings"™ and wers as hapry
to he torsther as in the days of the old Touwrt EHouse” school dagys. M Whitney
wes a curpentsr and contraotor--lived in Galena Jll. When Civil war started--

snl isisd went to fort Sheridan., aldwas theme employed in the conatmotion of
harracka 2nd of ficers quarters Hes was a captain and they had all been mmighvors
and friends of the Grant fanlly in Galena and Mrs ﬂ'hﬁ;my always felt the wondey-
ful distinotiox

4 very sadate german hud a grooexry store on the south side of Main at text $to the
homas Bank He was not an example of socilul life~--was too pleased with Liimself
and we could say 2 real swell head was successful in business and in eome lnvest-

msnts in Chisago Mrs was Kattie Bhaw and 2 fine woman after e 4 led--her nleces

apd nephews the Maridey family went through all she had ard 1t had been 3 lovely
home-~she d4isd poor but well loved. |

BEcerhageen,

Hielander and Brogghausen
An 024 and s0lid company, 3 gaaneral store, and lad lovely homes E-- on Centre 3t,

ead B~~ 0B Biver 8t, both with most beautiful flower gardens the wives were
siaters anl they were sisters of Schierhels and like him were very much eweil hesd
ard ooulén't muoh morve them gunt, XKieslanders mad three daughters and one son
{(Mswrer) he Liwms in Sypring Valley Minn and is a very fine man he marrisd Else, &
damghter of Robart Hufschnidt alrs H--had bad plenty of monsy from her fsmily in



80

. ' ' " -

Jos Bates poprietor of the 6ld hotel "The Lansing Howge" the family--My and
¥pg Mr 3ates’ mother--Carl his biother, Joe Jr a son and & daughter Liiy., It was
a good hotel and they lowd gond horges., alwsys well grocwed cn open carxriage and
Jee J¢ made gquite a show in 1t.

There were two baudy houses st outside of town one Juss snuth of Colurbus near
the turn as you drove vp Kerr Whalean's hlll and tho othepr sround the
poiut on tha roid to Villuge Creek, Near the 0ld hop yard-- Joe JF del ighted in
getting the gpod peoyple excited by taking the gay ladles in turn for a drive--.all
fashily dressed--He 8130 lad a gang of yonng tougke ond colled themselvwss the
"dirty six" made 8 10t of noise and were after all guite hamless

Shey legt Lansing and sstilsd in Deco rah

dsre in & livery business I never heard ow Joe Jr turned out

She sad two sons lived on sedond st on the eaet side in the block, souvth of the
Toeper hons She roamed about at night £0llowing ard tyying to 2ind gamething to



Plctures of Lyons ifamily of
New Orleans, La.
and
Lansing, lIowa
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Chronologically Arranged Plctures
of Mary Lyons Siewers
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Wwhen 1 was nearly six years

old and so dressed up. ihe
dress white summer goods and the
black and over dress of silk
sister Annie had an outfit jJust
the same--am 80rry

I can't produce her picture
Uncles Wills, Kate Jim other
0ld ones have disappeared
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‘‘aken in Aug 1881 in Dubuque--my first train trip and while there, my
first to see a street car--one 0ld horse did the work

I wore a plain white lacy dress with a bunch of velvet pansies and a
gold chain around my neck

Taken when 1 was seventeen, and had finished my first term of teaching
at LaFayette Center and 1 boarded with the James Curran Family. It
wasn't an easy school to start in

over forty enrolled and several as old amd a few older than 1

Didn't have a clock 80 I drew marks, and window frame made marks and I
figured the howrs.--On a rainy or cloudy day, Mrs. Curran hung a white
towel from an upstairs window, and we understood.



‘Yaken in 1881 by Dick McGarrity in Lansing, Iowa. A white
dress with lace scarf black
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dhen 1 taaght mar New Albin and boarded at John Harley's. seated

left Mary Dougherty (hired girl) She held my fancy parasol. Nrs.
Hurly atanding and 1, to look intellectual held the book. I was then
22 Of all I used to know then, 1 can think of just two living there

now-~-Charles Travis and Bl Bock

In 1889 all pretty lawn dresses and our hats fancy straw a little
tip back like a bonnet ~- Mary Daugherty Mrs John Hurley and I, taken

in New Albin lowa
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The old schoolhouse where we spent our school days from 8th grade
until we finished and years later 1 taught there--and so 1 have many
dear memories of it. When I entered high school. teachers were

Mr Hinchon Sup and Mary att assist--both splendid instructors and

I often find myself in proving grammar by Mr. H

Mr J.B. EKnoeppfler another fine instructor that I was fortunate
enough to work under his capable guid ance, Mr Hinchon taught the
first public school in Texas. Later he changed to newspaper work and
publ ished a weekly paper in Algona, lowa,
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Taken in 1893 the dress camel hair goods. the hat, a lovely rose
colored velvet on the edge of the brim small black jet and two 1arge
plumes the exact color of the velvet a '@__ " pattern. It was
new when I went to visit in St Louis
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Taken in 1893--8lack crepe du chine dress trimmed with black satin and
very much the last word in style



: Annle's

Taken Jan 3rd 1897 /dress black satin with a figured bpcaded front
very pretty

Sister Kate wore a black velvet with a large velvet collar., A
lace flounce around the collar

My dress a garnet colored silk

Joan Russell standing a pretty black alpaca

Eate Russell a lovely black cloth trimmed with a bead trimming

Dear sister Annie, Kate Russell and dear sister Kate, back row, I and
Joanna Russell she lives in N.D, and is the only Russell living
she is about 88 years old. Amnt Annie was only 62 when she went
trandma was 86 and six montls Annie was a wonderful person, busy and
doing for everyone and great worker in church clubs--active for years
in The Lady of Sorrows and her funeral mass was there. She had many

friends and all the children loved her she was &0 good to care for
them and tc amuse them
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The Al Siewers Family I. By.Hazelle Mowery Christian.

In 1901, Alfred Siewers, then in his early thirties, came to Traer., He
was a tall, well dressed man with polished manners, His blonie hair showed
bemeath the bowler hat, and his light blue eyes looked out of a pink and whdte
complexion. His walk was breezy and full of life,

At the railway station he sought out Bob Dickson, hotel clerk, and with
the latter's hand cart and baggage they started for the Oxforé hotel, Bob
chatting wway 1in his clipped Scottish tongue about the weather. Mr. Siewers
had him point out the Sloan drug store as they went dovn the street. The drug
store was for sale--the Xigxidxikiexixhmngxamxkhsxixigxeratagxinxagerxwin one with
the big glass urns f£illed with red and green liguid that hung on the big ckains
in each window. We used to stop here on our way to school and buy our slate
pencils and sponge. Mr. Sloan would take our penny and walk back to the counter
while we stood reluctant to stop peering into the big glass case at the perfume,
'‘rask 's Magic Ointment, Lydia Pinkham's Compound, and Dr. Miles Pain Pills,
Then Mr. Sloan would ask us if there was anything else we wanted, This always
speeded us on our way.

After a long talk with Mr. Schholle, the hotel proprietor, Mr. Sliewers
looked up the local banker, the editor, and also had a chat with the pestmaster,
After looking over the drug store and talking with Mr. Sloan he sauntered back
to the hotel. By evening he hadi fully made up his mind. This was the kind of
place he and his wife had dreamed avout--a friendly little town, away from the
hustle and bustle of the city--where the child ren would have space to play and
grow up. Lying in his hotel bed looking up at the flewered wall paper,
half awake, half asleep, he thought it all over and dreamed of the things he
would do.

The following week the Siewers family came to Tnaer--Mrs. Siewers, Karl
and little Katherine. They looked the town over for a house, but there was none
to be had. ‘“They stayed at the Oxford hotel for months. With small children
this was a bit difficult, but the Schoolies and their two daughters were very
helpful. Even if there were some hardships, they were offset by the good
friends they had made..

II

w hen the house next to Boettcher's was f@cant, the Sjewers family moved
from the hotel and stayed there that winter. They liked the neighborhood, and
the child ren had such con enial little playmates. The Nauerth children ran in -
and out daily. There was Carl B oettcher, and friendly, lovable Marie, who
sometimes read muirsery rhymes to the children, making her brown eyes big and
wide when she told about 'Little Miss Muffet". Ljfelong friendships were made
on this street, and when spring rolled around and the O'Hern house on the hill
was available, they hated to move so fur away froam these good folks.

1t was a lovely s mring that year. The lilacs at the back door were in
bloom, and the perfume filled the kitchen each time the door was opened,

Before the iilacs were entirely gone the apple blossoms at the east side of the
house were out. Mrs. Siewers made frilly maybaskets for the children. Some of
the older children had to accompany small Karl as he scampered from door to
door hanging baskets on doorknobs.

These were busy but happy days for the family. Urs. Siewers needed nelp
with the housewofk and Jeanie Lallont came to live with them, It was in the
O'Hern place that the son, B randt, was bom. Long hours at the store for Mr.
Siewers left all the shopping for his wife. She could be seen most any day
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On shiily spring sormaings wshen rain lusned against the wiodow punes, ke
children snuggled in ksd uatil Mr, Slewers bid Mflt a wam fire In the Wiy
kitohsn range. when ic waup nlus aml cogy, Rarl snd Xstherine mou'd come
tripping eut in thelr ni-ntuny 8 %0 rover over the wapam fire whils they ware
d ressed.

he grocer’s wagon 1 .. ~ w i-3 streetse, the norses £limrin~ mad Cecx
thelir heels or kiaking up can v frun “he road. Cai Ward, the city dzliverywau,
hounsed off the wagon and toox t o ~yuceries around to the back door where
Joanle LaMont teok thew into the kit.inen, 4 obby Lambdeyt amd Jay Portersieid
weat whistling down the path with fishvoles over thelr shoulders naded fow
40lf oresk. The Carlile girls went by sach day f£rom Bchool, arms loaded witk
vooks. Carmll Stuart shittled out willow whistles for the nelghborhood
shildren, who went up and down the street tooting them., 4icross the way you
sould hear Lugy Wheeler's piano papil drmmming "the F wer Song™. Minnls Adaip
went by wearing : wije-brim sailor, s tailored biousel2wd long -ored skirt,
She was coming hame  roft the Star Clipper offioce, where she worked,

A fine new thres-~story bick dilding was being erected on Main Street.
Fe L, White hid bought the 0ld Hammon property st the east end of Mailn 5 yeet
2nd was renodel ing it for his howme. Everyone saild it wenld be comfortable amd
apac lous when ocomple ted. Hurold wus busy getting his telagyRph instmments
installed in hie new room. Glsnn Tayvlor, Harry KRommer and Eurold waye sblé
%0 se:d out occde messapes to each other. Their tei egrarh wlre Was atrung oi
the slectric light line poles. They mractioced back and forth, muct to tie -
ef some Of the school boys wio also dreamed of being telegrarh operstors whes
they grew up.

A rew agent had come to the North Western depot and Hrs. Swith and 1ittle
Beulah could be sesn every afternocon goling down to the depot to 73lk nome with
My, Smith. Bveryons said Mras. Smith #as a beauty. |

My, Siswers bought the property wacated by F, L. #hite amd fumily. A
larpe rambling house with an open vorch thut extended half way «round the houae,
8 wide lawn at the west side, and a barn for the bhorse snd carriuge at the
rear of the lot, The house was one of the few in those days with steam nmat,
sleotric 1ights and u baturoom, <These ware indeed « real luxury for “he fumiiy,
and they were delighted with the new home. . heavy dray wagon wiih &d: lrom

rimrpd ahaals brought the Slewers fumiture znd started unloading i%. grap
5% ahllirepn gathered to 896 the uew rumily In the neigubo:weod. 7° o7 nnady

2;mg c.8t long shudows oR the green luawn before the drayman l:¢7%. & a8
children scattered and left for home,
Jt was osre I came tO kaow' the vliewerses best. I often wu..t t theis
Hormd with Jessie Socinson when she sat eveningswith the chiléwen, ¢ LT
rars siven & frinadliy welcome .s £x 1 was ushered dptc ¢ - REZ T2 1.1)
.-"."'-‘-"---'-'.;.- Ao oo tns LITLLe sai ‘.'.:i'-';'-..;'{'srej settee . 5y s ™5 a '
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After the children were in bed we sat in the big living room munching on
diimties left us by Mrs., Slewers.. Now and then we stoleupstairs to look in
on the sleeping children, and see that all was well, I would touch the lovely
things on the big dresser and look at the big bot tles of perfume. Jessie and
I wandered around looking @t the other rooms upstairs filled with admiration
for the pretty things in Mrs. SimexxxSiwerg Siewers! room. We marveled at the
bathroom, which to us was something ouf of another world.

Downstairs again we sat in the big leather rockers and reeped into the
library on the east wing of the house. Here was the big potted fern, the long
rows of sectional bookcases, interesting rows of fine books and easy cnairs
under electric lamps,

Jessle told me wery confidentially she had heard the Siewers' discussing
the rugs and the one in the living room had cost over a hundred dollars. To us
that seemed a f.bulous sum, and we looked closer xkeat the drab green and grey
rug with the small black f igures interwoven into the background of the design,
Hugs had just come into fashion. The big red rose carpets that were tacked
down with c.rpet tacks around the mopboards and causing so much work and trouble
at housecleaning t ime were on the way out. e looked in the small parlor at
the front with its fancy lace battenbarg curtains and velvet wool rug, and the
spindle-legged furmiture; then back to the living room to settle down and do
our school problems for the next day. Here by the massive oak library table,
with the light from a large lamp we worked and talked. From here you could
look into the dining room with the bit bugget loaded with precious cut glass,
and see the table all set ready for breakfast. Mary Stueben helped in the
Slewers Home. These were busy days. If it wasn't a birthday party, it was
guests from out of town. And there were business trips out of town. Sometimes
Mrs. Siewers went along. On these occasions some dependable woman was left in
charge of the household. _

In this house Alfred was born, and now Anna Pacenka came to take over the
housekeeping duties. The children were growing up. Xarl was so long-legged--
no longer a little fellow, Xatherine had put away the little rauffled poke
bonnets and now wore & hat with streamers. Brandt was a cute little fellow,
and so happy--forever riding a make-bel & ve wild horse, back and forth on the
porch (usually a broomstick) shouting whoa! and giddap! Alfred was the baby
in 1ittle embrocidered rompers, a sweet little fellow,

v

- Little Katherine, then 4 years old, had a long trying spell of typhoid
fever. Dr. Pinkerton said she could have ice cream, but there was no factory-
made ice cream to be nad in Traser at that time. When the good, generous Mrs.
R. H. Moore heard of this, she immediately came to the rescue., The Moores
hsd cows. There were also in the family willing hands and sympathetic hearts
in times of trouble. Every day Katherine had ice cream. Neighborly thought-
fulness and kindness--almost unknown in the larger cities--seem never to have
been lost by the folks in small towns and rural areas. May they never go out
of style. .

The Siewers family fit well into the pattern of life in the small town,
Mr. Sievers gave his t ime and best efforts unstintingly tc the progress of the
town. When he was given a job of helping to get up a Fourth of July celebration,
all agreed no one eould have done his part better.

They were very happy in Traer. There was hardly a Sunday they didn't have
company. Sometimes it was country folks; sometimes town folks; somet imes
guests from a d istant city, of the children's iittle friends. Sometimres they
all got in the family carriage and went to visit friends in the country, going
early so as to attend the little country church. They always enjoyed & day

in the country, and the children had such a grand time.
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"WMa" Aunt Kate Lyons and Kathryn in the back seat.
Brandt, Alfred, ami I, in front on the drive through
the lawn--Raap was a lovely locking horse black and

a8 hanisome mane and tail. He lived to be 28 yrs old
--then we had him cared for in a farmer's pasture amd
later had him done away with. Violent grief when we
learned of the finish brandt has the hide made into
a robe
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f2xm suricuading towis. The parade wue 4 real suCoess--peautifuliy 4mousm-od

floats, bright costumsd clowns, bunds, pranclng horses, widn volorsd sraows
Mpo . streamers fiying from thels hadters. The Indlans were 5 wolerd
sight, in thelrwmr pudnt ar? fe: sm:a sl pouadel opsds,  Yndliu oo

’01'16‘1*3 colored shawls mar Loves B UL and Yheps wak an Iesioos o e
drum uaxit, made uyp - R .
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AL the Slewers lome I had my £irst glimpw or Trao¥'s 400" pot--at ihe
&ty held on "Shrove Tuesday" 1a 1908, There were 80 guesta, Jesale aed I
wsra asipd to sorve as raltresses aut the iate luanch, 48 Were thpiiled as we

tried on the Chinsse red chintz dresses, spangled with itptle yound tin dises.
# wo gaged into the long mirrcyr at ourseives in the short full drsasas

(held out stiff by many starched petticoats} and our white stockings ond
shtas, we were woll pleasad by car iooxs,

Among the potted ferns and high paims in the llbrary came the stra iss of
soft musioc fran the orchestra mude up of  Ern Franklin, Fedine and Eeaneth lloors,
who played during the entire evening while strange loocking flgures in mauquer.
ade cogtumes drifted from room to room. aAmong the grests wars Uy, md Hrs.
wili Ladd, My, and Kras. Lyman wood, urn.R.Ha Moore, Mp, and drs. Allen 71ilsom,
Dr. aad Hrs, 4y A, Cradbe, Pr, and Mra, J. 4, Pingsrton, Hr, and Mrs, Alex
Carpeater, Josephiane Milneyry, Ur. and Mrs. Ass Awes, Mpr., md Hrs. 3Jeary Poterssn,
Mr. anl Mrs, Pert Bower, 3tia Bover, Dr. ané Hrs, P, L, Parsoas; B and Bathey
Colwr;;, ir, and Mrs, ¥, B. Shortess, Mr, and ira. Jask Norton, ir. and iirs.
Hosuan dorison, Mr. and Ers. Marcus Kshler, Mr. anc Nrs, Roma Ladd, ¥r. amd
Mrs. Tom Greelis and Xan Ladd: Thesse gay figures circulatsd abloat le.tghim
and zresting euch other, all apparentiy having s wonderful time, Whily wn
Lhalped in the kitchen tc get things ready for the feast which was % come later
in tus evening, we oocasionally stole time to look in am watah the golngs-0m,
We thought it Detiter than 8 shovw, and felt we had a small part in 1%, -

krs. llae Farsouas £11itied sbout as a flower girl, leoking lovsly in hep
diaiaty dress, carrxying her flower basket, as she asked evaryona to ny her
flowers, Jossphine Milner, drossed es.an old weman orgas grinter (she got tus
organ £rom Tom Stoamss), sat near the door, an old shawl draped ovar her,
grinding out tunes. She had a tin cup and many colne rattled into $is oup
during the svening. Mrs. Lymaa Jood let herself in dDy the sids door. carrying
a big g walch she spraad out under s pulm in A corner amd Bguatiod on 1t tie
sntire avenirg. Her halr in dark braids hung down over har shonidars. She
carsrlisi a raffin outfit and ald weaving =hlls the curions guesis lodked on
at tha Indian malden. Xrs. >1llem ¥ ilson was a lady £rom the Orisat. IHnw
lovel™ sha looked in the beauti“ul dress and proper a30gassoriss Which had bead
brought from abroad by dunt Fiora Yileon, 4llen Wilson was 3 »ig Indiwm chb £,
win wwndered about iu his blanket and feathers grunting "EEI* and oceasionsily
doing a little dance for tac grests, whlch caused great slughior.

Thers #ere Spanish ladis e, Turks, narses, Asa ifmps was in ammy off b er's
znifoms with 2 bright swoxd hanging from his bl ¢, A Farry Lauder was s Insing
gnataies of Jeo toh songe, Sonthem bellse, clowns and bespystacled prim-
lvokinr wasnhars, ‘peasants, serad ladies. all Ailled aboxt togstuer. There
ware sc many £i1g coztumes ta2% when the time sume to- judge them, no one omld

aingie out the Mest. The j!.ﬁ!—*lxm- was finaliy left 0 Dr. Plokeprton who ras

o Ledoaldad,  Salis ?f:f, s grant mareh vi8 on he reached oub and Drewr Tuman rood
Pz Shiosan Lins ot oorunne: 'i'. norogeive e prizceevnich gas, 00 all U ings,
w el sn "Umworg he onn ity Toosmpra My, o004 HTLN omas 50T RES of that
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book, but it aertalsly mmmmd plant of laz gbter. end he rrodably msver
mard the lost of 1t,

Jessie and I darted arcund with the pates cf f£ocd 1)z frightensd
rabolt e, Mrez, flewers trying to rilot us #hrough tre Jjovia) ¢ .owd--these
dignifisd people we kncw in every day 1ife. It aeemed g0 €25y looking ou from
the doos of the kitchen, Mt mow wo didn’t sean to be very helpfMl,

It was indeed g grint Erty, ome thet will W recs led dy 1iviag folks
wko resd these linse, Meny of the poonle who wers giests have passed on. Jho
can say they had not finished their mizeion Nerpe§ Through the leng years.
bowad by ties of fond affection in memory, they still walk bes¥ e us, and with
*he passirg ysars we recall the true and the best !u them, Only a voise I
leard in 2 orewl; the sresker shuffles on, and 13 gons, Wt in your msmory
1iarere ths song:



In the front yard Papa holding Brandt
Norreh Lyons, next Kathryn and I, Anna Kittelsby, Aunt Grace and Dorothy
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1, Brandt, Karl and Papa
Eathryn in front

Brandt was the baby about two years old. My dress

wags a very lovely black crepe du chine-~trimred with

a touch of pale blue satin--beautifully draped sleeves,
lace and silk applique circled the shoulders, ending
in hanging drapes in front combined with blue sat in,
Papa was always well dressed and happy



Ma" Aunt Kate Lyons and Eathryn in the back seat.
Brandt, Alfred, ani I, in front on the drive through
the. lawn--Raap was a lovely looking horse black and
a hanisome mane and tail., He lived to be 28 yre old
--then we had him cared for in a farmer's pasture and
later had him done away with. Violent grief when we
learned of the finish &Srandt has the hide made into
a robe
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In 1908 with our much loved and enjoyed horse "raap™ all
ready for a drive in the back seat Kathryn and Brandt--
in front Alfred (the baby) and I. That was our daily
pleasure driving around the country--when Aunt Grace and
her girls or Aunt Annie and her boys we took our lunches

with us and ate in the country

Karl was seldom in the pictures as he spent most of his
time out of school helping in the drug s tore.



The last picture I have had taken--It was in 1912

Viola and I were down town together and she was

really the promoter of it and I was glad I had it
taken--this 1s the one my children and some grandchild ren
will know me--maybe
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