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INTRODUCTION. 
1. 

Since the filing of an earlier genealogy with the 
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., in 1934, many new 
facts have come to hand, and in order that this history of 
·the family may be niore complete and up-to-date_ the ,a:_i ter 
has revised and extended this sketch, wi t_h the purpose of 
having the story duplicated and copies filed with the public 
libraries in various cities, as well as with the heads of 
various branches of the family, especially those who have 
assisted in gathering the material necessary to complete 
this genealogy. 

As in the prior genealogy, the records are set 
forth herein exac.tly as they appear, without any change of 
spelling or editorial comment other than is necessary to 
correct ·apparent error or to explain something that appears 
to be vague and ambig\lOu~. 

The writer is indebted to_ Mr. Charles Jacob Livin~ 
good, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for his very interesting story of 
the European ancestry of our family, and to Mrs. Ethyl Liver
good KcDonald, of Eagle Grove. Iowa, for an equally enlighten
ing st-ory of the Mid-;iestern----Li vergoods, - both of which shed 
valuable light on the history ··of tile Levegood-Levergood-
Li vergood-Levengood-Li vingood Family. 

In 1933 the ~riter made a personal inspection of 
the City of Johnstown# Pa. and in 1934 of the Pottstown-Read
ing-Lancaster aect1ons, and in 1935 of the Tulpehocken 
district~ all with special reference to the family nistory. 
In 1933 and 1934~ the writer also visited the Tioga County, 
(Pa.) neighborhood •. anti gathered many interesting facts as 
to-the e~rly pioneers connected with our family. 

There is ~ithout douot much valuable material not 
yet uncovered., some of it ·st.ov1ed away among the ancient docu
ments and archives of the State of Pennsylvania, Alsace and 
Switzerland, as well as in the records oI the old English 
Provinces of Hew York and Pennsylvania. 

The writer contemplates, if nothing prevents, a 
visit -to the ancestra·l touns of Scha.1kendorf, nor.- in French 
Alsace, anQ Aarwangen~ in the Canton of Bern, Switzerland, 
anc to take photographs of historical interest to our family, 
on a prospective second trip to Europe a few years hence. 

If any_member of·the family is in possession of 
ad6.i tional facts of interest, v1ill he or she kindly collwluni
cate with the wr_iter, so that a proper ada.enda may be made 
to this genealogy?: 

LYNNE~ LORE-N-TUS LEvttIOOD # 

·,4115 __ 29t·h Street#. _ 
Long I s1and City, -L. I--.-,N. Y. · 



The Le7egooc~-Le·,1c:rgoor"1-leve11goo 1-1.i ,,. ar·gocd-!,i vingood 
( in German: rtl,j.eber~fi~v.t.r.; Le ib1;ne u. th~ te:7.p1:.~d::;·u.t 1~) Ft.mil/ i e of 
S,iISS orig:tn, ths f;~..rl iest ::'f.:·C'o.rds avr.1:tal-le > catinr; b3.cl: t~ 
1590, disclo_sir.i.f( -'Gt~at o·u:,., s~.1j.ss ancestors formerly i·esided in 
AARV,Al'JGEN, nea:· La!".genthal, i:n the :Janto:n of Bern, 6\vi•,zerla:1d. 
They were Geraar:.•-S:Je.s.!t112g L·utherans.. !n the seventeentl1 century 
some of them migrated to Garwan Alsace, whexe for seventy years 
they resided., among c,ther. places, tri t~1e small hamlet of 
S0HALXii:NDORF ~ twen-'t1y-f i. ve miles !lo!'thwe st of tb.e Cj_, ty of Strass
burg. In 1680 a great pc.rt of Alsace was aeized by the French1 

and in 1689 a vast territory kno\m as the Pals.tinate was desolat
ed. In the years 1710 and 1733, ti1ey left t.neir Fatherland tc -
find a haven of protec•tion in the Oc10· .. 1~, of ~-,illi&1 Penn. 

For centuries t~.eir homelanC;. nae_ been ra··vaged -oy '1.-ars, 
their cities and tcr;ns laid wcste a11d their familiee scattered 
and destroyed. Religio11s uersec-,_itlon had reached suoil P.ill acute 
stage that a large portion~~f the xesidcnts of the Falatinate 
turned their eyes toward the Ne,~ fJ.orld as t11eir only means of 
succor. 

Martin Luther, ~ho was born November 10th, 1483, started 
his Reformation in 1518-1519. He cied in the year 1546. The 
Peasant fiar in Switzerlano. had occurred in 1529. During the 
Thirty Years War~ Wilich lasted from 1618 to 1648, the Palatinate 
of Germany was ove:rrtm tii th hostile ar:uies, anu a greater part 
of the populaticn destroyed. The treaty of peace, signed at 
Westphalia in 1648., acted onl~' as a tem-norary relief~ for in 
September of 1688 the ovcrwhi:,.:ming am'bi tion of L0uis XIV• K1ng 
of France, led this crue:: .. ruJ.er to turn his attention to the 
Palatinate., ,11th its ferti .. le valleys, its castled and vine-clad 
bills and its smiling River Plline. The armies of Louis XIV, 
sweeping across the Vosges and into the Va.lley of the Rhine, ad
ded further destruction and distress to an already downtrodden 
Protestantism. Koss-co·,rez·ed ·1,uins evan to-day dot the landsca-pe 
and mark .the course of this religious conflict. During the War 
oi the Spanish Succession., \~hich f_ollov,ed, from 1701 to 1713, the 
Palatinate was o~cc more the·urey of the armies of destruction, 
and once aga;.n the cities and~ tovm,s fell before the onslaught. 
Unable to sur,,.tve under such· conctiticns!' the inhabitants sought 
relief in difrta::rt l&.'1.ds., many l'err.u.l''Ting to other parts of Ge=lll~ .. ny 
and to Hollar.1d: b~1t the majortt~r ~r.-1:irr.ra.ted to England., where 
they we:re prom:i.sed c..nd recelvett ... ~11e E~rr1pa..thy a:r.d aBsistance ')f 
Queen Anne. .- : 

In the early part of the eighteen century~ there were 
as many as 3uj0CO Palat~ne3. te~po~a~il7 resident of London at 
one time •. ~fter d ti-oid prs.otically all of thP.se refugeed boarded 
various sail:tzig shiu~· a11d s~J.1ed u~der tt!e :ari tish fla6 for tr .. e 
foreign colonies of· Pe1msy1--:1an.ia arld Nev1 York. Transatlantic 
sailing vea~el t in thos(~ day!l were crude devices compared with 
what we have tc-rla~', a11d j t ::-aq1...i):ed. in many instances as lo'.'1.g 
as eighty days for the journey down the Plline and acr~ss the 
Atlantic, with many stops and delays enroute. Food was coa~se 



and scanty~ eood ~in.k1:r ... g ~ia-Ler \VdS exl~t-:to.i.t.1f.ly scarc3., an~ ~ 
great me.ny ·oecame ill ar.1d- a.ied d11ring -~ne lung voyage to Aue:~:ica.) 

Pennsylvania l1ad ol·i;:;inally oecn settled by the Dutch, 
who in 1623 occupied the shores of the Delaware River. After 
them ca.IDe the Swedes, who held the country for seventeen years. 
The Dutch, however, rccaptureti the territory and held it for nine 
years during their second occupation, at tne end of which period 
the English, under the Duke of York, took it and helci it until 
the arr111al of William Penn and the ~uakers in 1682. ,.1th the 
~uakers came a large number of German and Swiss refugees, the 
forebears of that important bodJ of the population still kno:m as 
the •Pennsylvania Dutch•, who were not Hollanders but German a.nd 
·Swiss. Th~ f1:ret of these German-speaking immigrants arri•v~~ is.1 
1682 and 1683, and they founded Germantown, Philadelphia. l1oEt 
prominent among them was Francis Daniel Pastorius, a school mast
er. 

These early German immigrants were of excellent stock, 
t.b.rifty, steady, and possessed VJi th a love of liberty. fJi th the 
Lutherans came also a sect known as the Mennonites, who first at>
peared in Germany at Schwartzenau in 1708, and were driven by · 
persecution to Krefeld, Germany. near the Holland border, and to 
Holland ·1tse1f. Between 1719 and 1729, practically the entire 
sect came over to America, most of them settling in the British 
Province of Pennsylvania. Many of the early Mennonites were from 
Holland or parts of Germany adjacent to Bolland~ 11;here the Dutch 
language was sp0ken. These properly could have been called 
•Dutch•, out that term gradually came to be applied to the whole 
German population of Pennsylvania,- probably for the reason t:a&t 
their own nescription of their former nationality was •Deutsch.• 

A large number of the Pennsylvania Dutch# so.called, 
came from tbe German State of Switzerland, but the great mass 
came from the upper Rhine, Alsace, Swabia and the Pfalz, most of 
them bailing from that part of Germany called the Palatinate,and 
so described in the passenger lists of ships down to 1740. The 
lower Palatinate lay upon the line near the Provinces of Alsace 
and Lorraine (in German: Elsass-Lothringen) and contained tne 
ancient towns of Heidelberg~ Mannheim, and laiserslautern,-
the great city of Strassburg being in the upper Palatinate. 
By far the greater portion had left their homes in the lower Pal~ 
atinate, which suffered most from the persecution and invasion 
of the French. 

The 1Pennsylvan1a Dutch• language,so~called,1s describ
ed as a dialect of South Germany.with an infusion of English. _ 
Many cities in southeastern Pennsylvania were settled by the 
Pennsylvania Dutch, and still contain a large pOpulation of that 
extraction. 

William Penn, whose mother was a German.offered reli
gious freedom to all. and here the refugees found a land of 
peace, contentment and opportunity. These rugged pioneers, it 
is stated in the records# were the best farmers in the v.orld, 
they having in many districts cultivated the soil for thirty 
generations. They possessed an indominitable ca~acity for 
industry# a keen wit~ indenendence, and a high degree of intelli-



4 

.. - - - -· - .. 
lIRST .. . &\iERIOAll·. -SETTLEtiiUT .• 

. . -~~perie~c.ed -as they·~e.re in_ the· agricultllra,l.-p~suita .• 
~Jie.se GermaJ;l · refug¢eJ _cleared ~ast ... acreages, and settled. :many 
io:wns· .and :cities in_ -Southeastern· .Pennsylvania. One _:branch _-of 
the family·arrived at_the·f-ort of Bew York ~bout 171Q; and the 
story: ·of the trial_s and tribulations of that branch are conta1n-
·ed in ano.ther paragraph of this genealogy. _ After the settlement 
of Germantown, the early arrivals sought farllls out in the open. 
country, . and. the Lie·oenguth faxaily., together with many others# 
purcl;lased land in the te.rrito~y about the headwaters of Perkio
men Creek;, .east of th'..'.':- tfres,~nt City of Pottstown, at Falkner's 
SWa:-F\i, ~at B·e-r:t !i3.~c1'.'"ex :~ ii011tf kcntgomery County·, Pa. , t.ne first · 
recol'ded settl.e;:1s.:/: of tt:e 1J.e1~3n~-i.iths~ tlle records reciting the 
purchase of a a.riories"tn:~~r:C. a.nc. farm. 1' 'l'ne· Falkner's Swamo settle
men·t wa.s at tha·t ~;j.:·-~1:3 :tr;. wh:-.i.t was Philadelphia Co~t1., ... Jlontgom
ery Oo1..1r1ty not_ het~i.ng ·teel1 created until later -years.;- the ad£ 
joining county, Be.rks~ then exte11ding diagon~ly_ ~ro~1;1 the --~ . 
frovince of Fenns:ri•vania t;} t;ha~ is now the Hew ·Yo:rk $tate line, 

';T:t:a Jwamp 1
~ .1' e.s :tt \'ia-<3 familia±ly -.knowti~- appears to--

-~ay ___ as a typ:i.call!:" r-=.lrel settlement, surrounded by -well.~cultivat-
¢q. '.faxms., \"'il:th ·;;-~:o c11,u:rcb..es.,, perhaps a score of hcus~s, a ho~el• 
and- the ever-•p:t~8~Itt mcd~rr .. :rcad.aic.e gara.ge. ~oadaraized- roads 
now take t.he pla~e o._f tbe tti~t J.&""1es of c·olonial ·tim~s~ v1ith· ·an 
overhe~d traffl=~ lig:~t a.t the main intcxseo~ion#_ extending.-east 
~d west,. no:rth and ao,1th. :f'~f.>m -the former siiamp. · What· one~ -__ may 
haye _ been a sog~., lct'fla1·1d hqs ·ceen drained, and all that :r_~~ · . 
mains of the foxmex mo:tst a'::°ea ia the a.reek ·1ihi-ch .t1inds· thtough 
the section~ still knov.:u as tae ~, Sw~ O:reek 11 ., e,_tying a few_ 
mi1es away- into.the Perkiomen~ A short distance o n.e. is the 
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into cap ti vi ty. A s0:1, ~;a0,J:J; J·r., hov1ever, is reported to have 
escaped and settled in Southern Pennsylvania. 

THE FAMILY Ir7 THE REVOLUTION. 

In the Yiar of the Revolution, Penrlsylvania Germans took an 
active part in behalf of the Colonies, and.the Pennsylvania Ar
chives are replete with the names of those of Ger□an extraction 
who fought in behalf of American Independence. The Levegood
Levergood-Levengood-Livergood--Li vingood Farilily, it -is iniportant 
to note, was well represented in the Continental Army, and their 
names appear in the ;records_ rcp~od.uce~ in __ thi~ l1istory. Phila
delphia County, Northat1pt_on Count-y ,- -·Berk_s ~- Coun.ty, Morthumberland 
County, a~d particularly Lancaster County, were represented by 
several mer..1bers- -of the ·--family~ ·· · · 

LATER SETTLEMENTS OF THE F.AMILY. 

Possessing a natural migratory tendency, more or less 
hereditary_ perhaps, the iescendants of the Liebenguths, Leiben
guths, Leibundguts and Lowenguts scattered in later years to . 
many of the Counties of Pennsylvania,- Berks: Lehigh, Lancaster, 
Northampton, York, Northumberland, Lycoming, Tioga, Cacbria and 
elsewhere, in which sections oany of tho far.1ily still reside~ The 
µirec~o+i~s ot. the C~~tes Q_f Phila~elp11i~, .. Re.aq.~pg_, ~ailca.,~~~r, 
Jnhnstowr_i ~d J.e~sqy_$hore .• tµ".19ng:_q~he:;- citie~_ ~d-to~-nB~ co~
t~in the .na~E?S,-·O+ uany of tl1ese descendants of the early pioneer 
families. Their forefathers were &1ong those who felled the 
forests and opened up such settleraents us tl1e "Block Housen, now 
Liberty, Tioga County; Jnhnstown, in Cru.1bria-County, and various 
smaller communities in Lancaster, York and Berks Counties. Such 
towns as Birdsboro, Oley, Friedensburg, Elverson, Joanna Heights, 
Douglass, Pottstown and Royersford contain raany of the Levengood 
and Livingood branches of the family• also the to,m of Womels
dorf and its vicinity, in Berks County. Others are scattered in 
far-away centres, such as ~nawnee, Oklahoma· Princeton, New Jer
sey; Elmira, N~Y; Jersey Shore, Pa.; Brooklyn and Floral Park, 
on Long Island} BirraingharJ, Alabaoa, and in many towns in Wis
consin, Illinois and Iowa, where the "Middle-West Livergoods" 
reside. 

CREDIT TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUE. 

Due credit must be ~iven for the assistance rendered by 
many of the family in the preparation of this genealogy.ArJong 
these are Mr.Charles J.Livingood;of Cincinnati; Mrs.Ethyl Liver
good McDonald:cf Iowa; Mr .John \v l)Levegood,of Jers~y Shore; Mr. 
Warren D.Levegood,of Pl1iladelp~ia;Mr. Vlilliam Q.Levegqod of \1ill
iamsport ;Judge J~hn F,Levergood,of Shawnee,Okla; Mrs.Eva a.White 
of Johnstovm; B~B.Levcnsood,of Bellwood,Pa• Mrs.Eva a.Wickersham, 
of Pottstown; Mx~llilliam H.!.fcrithew,of Liberty,Pa; :Prof.Sidney 
Lawrence Levengood,of Princeton University; Mrs.Bertha Levergood 
Ferrell,of Jol1nstown;-Miss Ada-. Bell,-of--~,illiamsport., and----Mrs. - < 

Arthur-E. Livergood~of -Madison,' \/is. Also -Mrs.:Ruby T.McFate.of 
\V~l~~amspo!!t,, P~~ · · · 



Acknowledgment must also be made to the following for 
the aid and information furnished by thea toward the mass of 
material contained in this genealogy: 

The Regj_ste:cs and R.ec.J:rdors of Wellsboro~ Williamsport, 
stlnbury and Lancaster., Pennsylvania; the New York Public 
Library·~ Genealogical Department; tho Histories of Tioga, 
York, Lancaster, Berka ana Moutgomery Counties., contained in the 
New York Public Library; "30,000 Names of German Immigrants," 
by Daniel I. Rupp; the Pennsylvania Archives, and the publica
tions of the Pennsylvania Historical Society and the Genealogi
cal Society of Pennsylvania. 

---
PEROONAL INSPECTION BY THE WRITER. 

The writer traveled by automobile to the various sec
tions referred to in the within history, visiting Johnstown and 
vicinity in 1933, the scene of the great flood of 1889, - which 
city was to a great extent built by the Levergood family. In 
1933 and 1934, the writer also visited Williamsport, Liberty and 
the "Block House" section, and in 1934 made a trip to the Potts
town, Reading hrid TuJ.pehocken sections, ·neitins--h~, Roye-re
ford, New Hanover and Flalkner 1 s Swamp, Fagleysville, Gilberts
~ille, Boyertown; Oley, Friedensburg, Wernersville;_Womelsdorf, 
Lititz, Lancaster, Quarryville, C.blumbia, Wrightsville, York, 
Jersey Shorej Wellsboro an4 Sunbury. In 1935, a visit was made 
to Falknerts sw~, Schwenkville, Pottstown, Reading, Womels
dorf and the entire Tulpehocken district, the settle of the 
early Livingood family. In this manner the writer was able 
to see for himself the historic places connected with the 
family, and to check up on the facts and documents on file in 
the various churches and court houses. 

Inquiry was also made abroad, with a view to obtaining 
more detailed information concerning the ancestral towns in 
SWitzerland and Alsace, but the only definite information on 
hand at this date concerning the family's origii is that prepar~ 
ed by Mr. ChaTles Jacob Livingood, of Cincinnati, O., who visit
ed Schalkendorf, in Alsace~ and Aarwangen, in Switzerland, on 
several occasions, and inspected the official records there on 
file, as well as meetj .. ng artcl talking with codern descendants of 
the early Leibundgut falllily in the Confederation of Helve·~j_.a. 

It might be well to add that the writer also visited the 
following places in Switzerland, in 1929: Romanshorn~ Zuricr-, 
Lucerne, Interlaken, Montreaux and Geneva, but at the time cf 
that visit had not as yet begun to compile this genealogy of the 
family, and was therefore not familiar with the fact that Switz
erland was the family's original place of abode. 

The following are the records of the Levegood-Levergood-
Levengood-Livergood-Livingood Family, with due reference as to 
where they rr..ay be fo:md~ I~1ey are given exactly as they appee .. -r ~ ·1 

the v~!-'io:.:s p:lne-::;s, ?;:t~h i:-.d:ert:~o:n.? in parentheses 011J.y to ~.:-:~_:i•, 
CEt;e ·tne correct spel:!.:.r...g 01· tc µoint ou.t dC'rJe a1)pare:".t er~c;J: ~ 
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THE RECORDS OF THE FAMILY, 

as tney appear in the various writ~ngs ~Fd archives: 

FROM RUPP 1S "30,000 Gii:illtl.AN Ilfil:IGRANTSn 1 ON FILE Iti THE Ntw 
YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

1List of Foreigners imported on Brigantine 1Riohard 
and Elizabeth•~ - Christopher Clymer, Kaster, Rotterdam, -
Qualified Sept. 28, 1733: 

Jacob Lebegood 

Hance (Hans) Jacou Liebegood, age 39; 
kargaretha Lieoegood, age 40· 
Johan Jacob Lieoetlood, age 10; 
Anna Gretha Liebegood, age 10; 
Anna Catherina Liebegood~ age 3-1/2~ 1 

1 L1st of Foreigners 1mporteti on Ship, •Charming 
Betsy•, John Ball, Master, from London, - Qualified Oct~ 
12, 1733: 

Johan Lieoesooci; 

Ulrich Leoegood, age 45; 
Johan Pieter (Peter) Leebegoot, age 16; 
Susanna Leebegoot, age 36; (wife?) 
Adam Leebegoot, age 13; 
Jacob Leeoegoot, age 10; 
Anna Leebegoot, age 8· 
Maria Leebegoot, age 5. 1 

-----------------
~4Xrived. Philadelphia, Sept. 28th~ 1733. from Pala

tines~. XXXIII. Brigantine •Richmond & ElizabethJm -
Christopher Clymer, Master, - from Rotterdam, last from 
Plymouth. Col. Rec. III, 519. 

44 Males above 16; 
34 Females above 16; 
24 Males under 16; 
35 Females under 16. 

In all 137.• 
•Jacob Lebegood. 41s0 under 16; Johan Lebenguth. 

Jacob Lebenguth. 



"Arrived, Philadelphia, Oct.12, 1733, Palatines: 
XXIV. S.tlip 1Ci.1arming Betsy•, Jo~m Ball, Master, f:rom 
Lonaon. Col~ Raco III~ 524. 

16 M~l0s ajove 16. 
lZ Femn.J.e~~ a11ovc 16. 
,~ ~~~f.3 ~ u~u-~ez· lo~ - V •-t -. . . .r ,.. .' • .l e 

20 i;emalee lmder 16. 
In all 63. 

Ulrich Leibegood. 
Johan Leibegood. Also under 16: 

Adam Lebenguth. 
· · Jacob Lcbenguth. 1 

-------------------------
•THOSE 'l'AICIBG THE OATH OF AL~GIEMO•: 

Ulrich Lebegoot. age 45. 
Susanna Leeoegoot, age 36. 
Adam I,eeuegoo·~ 1 aee 13. 
Jacob LP,ebegoot 1 age 10. 
Johan Pieter (Peter) Leebegoot 6 age 16. 
Anna Leebegoot~ age a. 
Karia Leebesoot, ages.• 

"D~CLARATIOM SIGjED BY ARRIV~S FROk GERMAIYi 

Aa per decree.of the Boara of the Provincial 
Counsell (CoUilc11)~ held at the Oourt-houee at Phila
delphia~ S3pt.2l,1727: 
(All male persons above the age of 16 to repeat and 
subscribe t~eir names themselves or make their mart~ 
to the following declaration:) 

iWej subscribers~ natives and late inhab~tants of 
the Palatinate upon. the Rhine and places adjacent. 
havin.g trans-corted ourselves and families into this 
Province of Pen~sylvania, a colony subject to the 
Crown of Great aritain, in hopes and expectation of 
fino.:l'ug a re·treat and possible settlement therein, do 
sole!11..11ly prcmi.se anci en;age, that we will be faithful 
ana. 1)ea;.t trJ.e allee;ien;Je to 1',.is present Majesty., Xi.ng 
Georg~ tt .. e Second~ a.nJ. l,is si1oceeGors, Kings cf Grt.aJt 
Bri ta1ir1~ a~u wlll be faithful to the pxcprietors of 
this Province, and that we nill demean ourselves 
·peaceable to all his said Majesty's subjects, w.~d 
st1•1.ctly obaerve and conform to all tne Laws of 
England ~nd of this Pro~inoe, to the utmost of our 
power anci. thP. best of -~·-4.-r Q'r\derstanding. I! 



1R0~ P~KiSYLV.ANIA LRCSI7tS: 

11!ia,rrie~ee in Q()r-he~oppen, 1731-1790: 
ComrJUr:ic:i.tcd ~~-" He:ir! .. s. Dotte:rer: 
1760 i:,l ~. ""' 1 ,.., .,. ,i 

~ .;r.,.&., • .U .'J .-.!, -. • 
L€~.ber.it;.1.1th,Hardtmann & Anna liargaretha Hornberg
er. Ii 

---------------------------
FRCk •30,000 GERIUN IlOIIGRANTS1 (Rupp): 

1iames of Early Settlers in Tulpehocken, Berka and Leb
anon Cow.:tie:3_~ 

Jac~D ~~~e~guts 1743-17'6. 
Kember o: I:~ther.an Oongregation of Tulpehocken. 
Came from Sc~oharie County#H.Y.Settled Tulpehocken. 
1728. • 

-- -- --- --- -.-------- ... - .... _______ ... 
•rrom Palatines: Ship st.Andzew Galley, John stedman, 
Kaster~ from Rotterdam, last from Oowea: 
Arrived Seut.24, 1737. 

'?a:.ii;, !.:~~e.1eut. (St,elled in another edition as 
'Lei bengu .... i f' ' ii 

(lote: This wat.. 1..md.01fb tedl.y a return trip to Germany.) 

------------------------~-------
fROK PUISYLVABIA ARCHIVES: 

11De1'urk Family• Berks County• Pa: 
1. Frederick. married lat, Sarah Marquart; 

2nd, Rebecca L1 vingood (widow. ) 
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8June 10, 1758. Wniteaall To~nship, Lehish County, Pa. 
Philip Leibengood: One driving horse, from the County of 
Horthamnton, returned to me by tlie constables for his 
Honor, t~e Governor. John Rinker~ Sheriff." 

-----------------------
"Reooxd of Sexton; New Hanover tutheran Church, Falkner,s 
Swamp, Pa. - 1748. 
Aug. 23. Buried Pet1r L;vergood 1s wife, age 30. Reformed., 11 ______________________ ..,._ 

"Bantismal and Other Records of the Little Tulpehocken 
Church: 
1761. May 9e Oat~chumens confirmed: Joh. Jacob Loewe~ut, 
16. Schlecilt. n 
(Some in the list v.re£e classified as ••ziemlichu, lteinfach
tig•, 1bloedtt, ttartig" and 11gut. 1 ) 

------------------------
RTAX LIST, BERKS COUNTY~ (1767-1781) 
Levegood, Adam, Vol~XVIII, R• 281. 
Levegooo, Christian: Vol.XIV, ~.322. Christian Levegood1s 

Estate. Taxes 3 pou.11ds, 3 shillings. 1774. 
Levegood, Daniel-> Vol->£VIII, p.550. Joiner. l horse, 1 

cattle, no·~oreage,, 1781. 
Levegood, Jad.ob~ V()l~~•{:ii:II, P• 62. 200 acres, 2 horses, 5 

cattle. l "67. 
Levegoo~, Jvhn, Vul,X~7~ Ro324. Douglass Township.County of 

Philaa.elp~ia.c (r~c~~ ~i.i.-Jnt1~omery County) .1774. 
Levegood . ., Ps i,e:i , Vo~~- fl .Xi:::l, u-p. 15 ,62. 72 acres# Berks 

County. Oco1.ipaticJns founder. 2 horses, 3 cattle. 1767. 
Livegood., Pete:r. Blacksmith. Berks Co. 60 acres, l horse, 

2 cattle. 1779." 

---------------------------
"liATURALIZED, 1761:1762, 
Jacob Liel'"'e~~at, tool{ the sa,crament., Phila. 22 Mar., 1761. 
Adam Leibcn@·"rf; ::· tcvk tb.a sa·Jrament I Phi la. 19 Sep., 1762." 

"kARRIAGES A~ P~FCPlCf;D CHl!RCH, FALKNER Svv·AMPi 
1748.Nov.9. 
1749. Jan,.23. 
1783.Jan.28. 
1791.Aug.23. 
1792.Feb.7. 
1792.Oct.2. 
1794. ~r.25. 
1798.Mar.13. 

' : ,~ 1'-~ ,~ ~ -·r 
... ..., ...., .4 .., t.1 •J." ~ 

Ll7t-e~ut .. .... , ,. 
Liebegut~ 
Livegood, 
Livegood, 
Livegood~ 
Livegood, 
Livegood, 

Jacob & Christina Brand. 
Peter & Christina Mohn. 
Matheis & Cathrina Schuster. 
Johannes & Elisabeth Reiflchneider. 
Peter & Catharina Linzenbugler. 
Philip & Elisabeth Mebbery. . 
Johannes & Christina Beker. 
Catharina & Johannes Willa~er~ 

------------------------
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PENNSYLVANIA ·ARCHIVES: . ·.· ' ... · . '. 

0 TAXES •.. O?unty ~f Phi_lade:~phia .•. _ New Hanover Township~ 1774. 
Adam Lieo~ngooa~ 200- a>cres, 3 norses, 5 ca.ttle., Taxes_ lij 

p0tinds~ 19 sh.illings~ 4 pence·. 
Jao~b _Lievegood Junior~ 70 acres, 2 horses, a cattle. Taxes 

2·poun.Qs, O shillings. O pence. . 
.Jacob Lievegood Senior's Estate~ Truces 9 pounds, 0 shillingsJ 

O·pence. _ 
TAXES.· Qo1mty of Philadelphia. Douglass To1mship. 
John Liebenguht • · 
Jacob Liebenguht 1 s Estate.• 

- -- -- ----- ---- - --------- ---- ....... . . . . . . . 

lfWA&.~iTlES OF -LAND. County of Northampton~ 1752-1886. 
Leibegcod, Peter:, 50 a,cxes. 1784. 
Leib_egcod., Ja .. cobs 5G aoTes. 1'184. 
Lieb_egood~ Jacot•. 5() a.c1:res. 1?85. 
Lie. b' e·good Tar> - ..... ~t\ ~c"\"'•e s 17°~ J c. •JV r., JI •.J:.V · '"""' .: ~ , • Ov • 

Lovegood & Syberll11g,· 100 acres. _ 1788. 
:.Leibenguth., Geo. & Pet.er., 119 acxes> 110 acres and 40 acres. 

1801. 
· . WARRANTIE~ OF LAND. County of "'\1estmor·e1and. 

Libengood., J~cob. 170· acres.-· 1789 •. " 

- -- - - - -- - -·- - -- - - - - - --·-- - ~- - - - ~ --
RECORDS O:F. OUR FAMILY IN TEE._EEVOLUTION ~. · .... ----------------



(Records of our .Faq,ily in ~tne ·f.tevol.ution~ -Continued.) 
• • ' ,I :' • _ • , I ~ • : I' • •• I,..,. , I , , • 1

4 
• 

-

Leve rg904, J0hn ~ Se rgearit ~ 'GUL'le. CQ(tlpany. 
Levergoo~, · Joii~. First Ola8r~,-Fi:iv~te., 4th B~tte.J.1on of 

~~ P~;l~ .90-unt:(. foili tia~, C:~.p~; ·Jolln ¥1~sim~~:, -~•~o~an~;~~g 1 . 
Le'1'~~gopd, Ju.~oc, c~r~r: cqc.up~Y, . . . · : __ ,, . ,;· · _ · 
Levegood, George, Nortnar,1pton County 1.ili tia, 1177. 
Levergood, John, 8th Class, 7th Coff1puny, County of Pnila-
-·. '• ne 1 ph"··a ·run,;•""'r corr.·r.l,,--no. o+' ·Q·,pt lV,1 ,.+.~ - .. . - . 

... ~ ~ ;.., '> ·\,-.. ~ ~~ '---~ • '+': . . ~~ , ... ",- ~:- • n~.a,..~y.' ~-~- -~-~ ! . . :_ :·' ',: ~ -~ : ·. • .... 

LelAengQQOi rJ~soe ~ Q):. ~-~w.1i, ~½a, :&lt~-- l'l~~! l.QQ •. uC~fS'~~~oll 
r0 aft0apt;lrio.@Ji~Ch Xunss• Oompany, April 18th, 1785. 

Lei~eng9oj. Ggorge, ( p).) v ~:.t ,:: . "'b :~:_··r.4Q. 
Lel),i,gop4.,i:.i9eorg~~--:;~r'6vt~@, eQurub~i::J-~~. County Militia, -

Le~~~=:~~~::~;; i~1v;~~~• :~ ~~i~, r-Q~u# j; ,,,lijf i ~~~a i ,)bg~reo 1a
Le~i*~~ !:: ;~~ b:; t Pr 1 v~\ ~-~ t Be rt ii': cgtb ty 3 ,hTt ia: ·_ Deprecia-

. ..P__ -.... -- .,_ -· .... _,. - ...... - . . --- _._., . . .. --- ~ - ... •··- ........ ...... ...._, ...., ....... -~ -

PEINSYLVilIA ARC.dlVES, ~ i'ID.: 'iiAR OF ·TH1!; .. REV()LUTIOK,_ - 1783-1790. 
"The Muster· Roll of the-5th, 6th and 7th 01asses of the 
Fourth Battalion: 
Liberg·ood, Jacob, ·Private. Absent • 

. Lybengood, George, P~ivute. Absent. 
Payroll of Oapt. JGiin Sneider Cornpany of Northampton 

Count; Militia: - El~tered l0tb of May, 1780. ·* 

Leveniod,·.seight., Lieut. 12 days service." 
- . . •' 

. 
~--~~~~-~---~~~~~~---~--~ 

·' -- - - - - ~ --- - - -- - - --- ..... _ -- - ----·- - -' . . . ..· \ . 



GENEALOGY OF THE LEVE GOOD F~ILY. ------
DHISTORY OF TIOGA COUBTYn -

1 'l'.he Pioneers of Liberty To1lnship." 

(BL O OK rt OU SE) 

JOHN LE'VEGCOD~ Senior, (born Sent., 1776), son of a Revolu~ 
tionary soldier of Lancaster County, one of the ~ioneer settlers 
of Liberty (~ioga County~ Pa.) was born in the southern portion 
o~ the State of Pennsylvania {near Quarryville, Lancaster County) 
Bis father was killed by the Indians. He was one of the twelve 
men who received _a grant of fifty acres of land from the Academy 
of fhiladelphia (Academy of the Protestant Episcopal Church) to 
induce them to settle on its lands around t~e Block House (now 
Liberty) in 1814-1816. He was a briokmaker and shoemaker. His 
wife· was Elizabeth Ha.rpster, of Bethlehem., Horthamt>ton County., 
Pa. They had six hildren: Jacob (the first Postmaster of 
Liberti in 1825)~ George, JOHN, Martin~ Fannie (wife of William 
Kehler) and Mary (tiife of llev. Henry ·Keagle). Kr. Levegood 
(•nose name is recorded on the monument ovex his grave in the 
Lutheran Church Oemetery(near Liberty) as 0John Lovegood")added 
largely to the original fifty acres and cleared a large farm. He 
died in 1867 at an ao.vanced ageo 

JOHN LZVEGOOD, Juniox7 was borll-in April~ 1800 (-orobably in 
Lancaster County) and at a suitable age learned the trade of 
a carpenter with Samuel Hartman of ~illiamsport. He was married 
in 1821 or 1822 to Miss Anna Key~ort of Williamsport (also 
spelled Ieport)~ by whom he had four children: Mary Ann~ who 
died in 1838, Samuel Hubbard, who was born in March~ 18251 

William G • ., born in 1832~ a..,d Jo~ Henry, born in 1836. He pur .. 
chased a homestead and resided in Liberty until his death in 
1872. He was a member of the Lutheran Church. 

X J~ -------SAMUEL HUBBARD LEVEGOOD, v,as born in Liberty in 1825 • He 
was educated in Liberty and Williamsport~ and learned the car
penter's trade. In 1847 he wa.s married to Miss Eva Brion. by 
whom he had eight children: Clara (wife of James Thomas of 
Williamsport): ~ohn_FrankJ.in., bo:cn Nov.19, 1851; Anna (wife of 
James w. Be:tl}; ~'-15.lliara Oo, George, Laura, Warren D. and Mary 
(Mame). He was a member of the Luthe:r:an Church. He lived 57 
years in Libe:?ty (at ·the time of the publ~oation of the Hi~tory 
of Tioga County), and ,?:·as engaged in faxming. He also carried on 
the business of an undertaker. (He was also for a time the nro
prietor of a hotel on the site of the old Block House in Liberty. 
known at times as the Sebring Hotel and the Sempsey Hotel.) 

-------
JOHN FRANKLIN LEVEGOOD., was born on the old Levegood farm 

near Liberty on November 19th~ 1851. He married Kary E11genie 
Keagle in Liberty in 1876 (November)~ and thereafter lived at the 
Keagle Homestead, and later on Main street~ Liberty. There were 
four children: Bertha, who died at 9 months of age; Lynne 
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Lorentus, born Feb.26, 1881; Earle Elmer~ bo:cn July 12th,l883~ 
and Charlotte (fi:cst n&1ncd. Lottie) ,bo.tn Anril 2nd,1s·as. Bertha 
and Lynne v.~e1,e born in t110 old Keagle Homestead., still standing, 
in Liberty, Earle in the olQ Goldberg ~ome in ~ain street~Liber
ty,ann Charlotte on Hastings street, South ~illiamspoxt# Pa. 
John F. Levegood was a carpenter by trade, but later for many 
years wa.s a traveling salesman. He died on April ?tha 1926# at 
Baltimore, and is buried in the family plot in the Union Cemetery 
near Liberty. 

LY?-SNE LO~.NTUS LEVEGOOD, born Feb.26,1881,· resides in Floral 
Park, Long Island, N. Y., having formerly resid.ed in 'Willia.msport, 
Pa., Syracuse~ N.Y. and in New York City. He is a Certified 
Shorthand Reporter~ certificate granted oy the N.Y.State Board of 
Regents~ University of the Sta.te of ller; York~ and is one of the 
Official Stenographers of the City Court of the City of New York~ 
in the County of Queens~ having served in a like capacity since 
1907, in the District Attorney's Office. New York County~ tne 
City ~agistratesi Courts, the Court of General Sessions and the 
¥unicipal Couxt of the City of New York. He is a member of the 
lew York State Shor·~han-:1: Itcpo.rters' Asfiociation, of the City 
Court Benevolent Associ9,tion and the Classified Ci vi-1 Service 
Association. Frate:cj.ialJ.Y,~ h.e is a member of Woodhull Lodge, lo. 
982, Free & Accep··ted li.ias\ans; Past High Priest and Life Jlier.aber of 
Jamaica Chapter No~ 320~ ?'°yal Arch Masons; Life Member and Past 
Commander of Pilgrim Ot;rrff:la~.o.ery No~ 71, Knights Templar, and a 
Past Grano RepreEenta7-ive (Louisiana) of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templa:: of tl:.e S·te.te of New York; a member and Trustee 
·of Triangle Council~ Roy~l & Sslect aasters; a Life Member of 
Mecca Temple, Ancient A"':abi.e Ortier, llobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
a member of Ne1.,1 lo:-;:-1: Cci:atstor·y, Ancie11t Accented Scottish Rite 
of Masonry"' 32nd ))egres; and a member of the Fraternal Union, 
Anointed High Priests cf ~ew York State; the Templar Knights 
Commanders~ Association~ ar.d the. Grand Representatives• Associa-
tion of N.Y. (Life member). He married Miss Augusta Florence 
Preyers., in 1903~ a.nd has one daushter, Mrs., Evelyn fo31, of 
Grasmerej Staten Island~ N.Y., the wife of Pierre Noel, Jr. (B.Y. 
Social Register). 

EARLi ELMER LEVEGOOP~ r~Aides in Queens Village, Hew York 
01 ty, and is marrieri t.J tfil~ierctna, ,e1.sgar·ter. He has one daughter., 
Mildred, who is mar-:-:i';'~i tc- :•i-i.roid ~:.1.acE~·t~ For many years he ,vas 
connected \):i.. th. ·tl1e ti, 3,,J.ru111ig~ati.o~ £ervir::e., at Ellis Island, .N .Y. 
Harbor., and later ,vith t:t\e O't~u.ard Steamship Company, Ltd. llrs. 
Placet ~s a sc,nt) Harold, Jr".• and a daugl1ter, Joan, - both minors. 

CHARLOTTE liAP~E LlVEGOOD, residing in Baltimore, ~d. is 
married to Eric o. Wilstrup~ connected \.ith the u.s.Lighthouse 
Engineers, in tile Bal timcre District~ and has two daughters, Doris 
and Mary, ano one son, John, - all minors. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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LETTER or JOBI 1.LEVIOOOD~ Jr.-RSEY SHORE, Pa.: 

•My fatner•s name was William Lawrence Levegood. He was bo:n 
at Liberty~ Pa. on Karch 5th~ 1830. He died at Jersey Shore~ Pa. 
April 2, 1909. Hi&.. fa .. t:aer • 2 !l~Go r,ao .... ra.o!i·o Lev~Jgcoi, ,1ib~ X. think 
waa married to a~wmiller, eJ.t~lO\'-~n. J. am net 3u.~e, a.a s~e died 
before I was born. William Lawzenoa Leve~ood ~a& mar~ied twice, 
.first to Catherine llyera, who vas born Jan.15,l828 au~ died June 
SO ,1863. To this marriage was bo1"'?l s.a,1-y iJ .. f..iIJ.e ;~~"{ego..,c.l, who was 
born JUly 28.,1853. and Ge~rge .Mi]~ee La'JVe3ooa~ oo~·r:. ~~,)v .5,1868, 
both no• deceased. He later mtt:r.l'ie~ Oa.t~er-j:ns Qr; .. c;'1d'f :-Y:ho we.,a 
born October 22,1840 and. di.ed i.exch 2,:!.9:3, ... '!o -~h.ia union was 
born the writer,Jolm W.Levegood~S€pt.~4,1B86~ Ja.vleS G~ent Leve~ 
cood, born Hay 23,1868,died JuJ~Y l2,l9l9~ Blanoh L.i~,Jov.a1. 
1875. Charles J. Levegood,May s. 1a1•1. James G.Levegooo. left to 
1urvive him Oather1ne Flo~enoe Levegood~ born >L~y 23,1291. The 
ob.ild:ren of John w. I,e~·egood ue Hel~u Lav~~e;oo1 lila~ke, born 
Aug.?,1891; Ruth, born Ooto31.l892; ~ Oatheri~e Riipert,born 
Jlarch 3,1898,and Dorothy Levegood, born Jan~;>l;5,j.009. Ohildren 
of Charles J.Levegood ..... William L. Levesoo~~ b~~n lovemoer 19, 
1907. All of these children live 1n Jeraey Sb.ore except Emma 
Catherine rtu-,ert.who reaidea 1a aieveland~~hio. The father of 
John W.Levegood.~ William Lawrence Leve6oou, was the onl1 son of 
Jaco~ Levegood. who had aeven or eight siatera, all of •hom are 
no• deceased.• 

u,om or w·ILLIAll o.LEWOOOD, w1111aaat>0rt, Pa • 
• 

•John Levegood, Senlo%. •a• born near Quarryville. Lw&n~ 
er County# and from there migrated to Liberty. then Block Bc,uae. 
about 1816. J~H.Levegood, the brother of Samual Hubbard Leve~ 
good, died at D~by, near Phi!adel-cl.iia. (Note: !!is f~lll name was 
John Henry}. T~c names of other mem~era of the Levegyod fdlnily, 
with dates of b!rth, etc. are as follows: Semuel H.Lcvegood~ 
born Karch J..1,1825; dled lL~-}- 14, 1911: Eve Levegocd, born Aug .. 
gust 6, 1828; died April 15, 1894• Ciara fhomas (nee Levegood) 
born Sept.a, 1849. Jor:...u Franklin'Le--,egood~ born Rov-()l~,1851; 
died April 7.1926. Anna Levesood Sella born Apr~lS.1853. William 
O.Levegood. born August aiat.1854. George Levegood. born April 
5~1~56i d.ied NoVel0,1907. He_n-ry EeL!vegood? b\),:va ~ovember 24., 
1850; aied Deoem~er 17; l86boLaur~ ~~wegoon,born uuly 1~1858; 
die-d March 7 -,132e. la::~en 7-JcT~evegcodJ born Jul7 21,1860. ll.u-y 
I.Levegood SeaaA~ltz~ bGrn June l~ 1370. James Leve6ood. born 
lovember 18a 1673; died Kay 103 1674. 

l'ROK HISTORY or TIOGA COU!ITY: 

•TAe Poet Office at Liberty~ floga Oc,unty. waa eatabl1ehed 
lovellber 26th~ 1825~ ,,1th Jacob Levegood as Poat1111ater. Be was a 
■on of one of the twelve thrifty 1Pennaylvania Dutch' pioneers 
•ho ,ook u-p l81lcl in Liberty in 1814. and a ~andson of a Revolu. 
llon&rJ aoldier of Lancaster Oounty. (Prior to this. letters for 
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Block House were directed to Williamsport). 

The Block House \,;as o:ri:~inally a. tavern. Jonathan Sebring,_ 
the proprietor after 1813., erectec on the same site the Libexty 
Hotel~ at tllc head of l~1in street., facing the East. He was a1so 
a shoamaker und carpenter, :~:hicn trad3s he follo1;ved while con
ducting the l"1ote1, anti he also cleared and cul ti ... ,ated a farm. 

The first settler of Liberty waa one Ant~noi1y (or Anthony
son). He took possession of the old Block ~use 0rected by 
iilliamson I s par·ty, ~'llo constructed the Viilliamson road from 
Willia.msport_ to Pai:1ted Ppst,N.Y! in 1792 .. , and. ·i;.no with his sons 
for a long time resided tnere anu kept a notel or stopping place 
of not very good character, according to the stories carried of 
him by the old settlers. About 1813~ Jonatha.n Sebring, refer
red to above, came into possession of the place and kept a 
respectable and honest house. 

In 1814-1816, the Aca~emy of the Protestant ~iscopal 
Churc~ of PAiladelphia~ ~hich had bean granted huge tracts of 
land for the purnose of deeding parcels to those ,1.b.o would 
undertake the hazardous enterprise of clearing the forests and 
developing the land~ donated fifty acrcSII of land each to 
twelve pioneers. most of \Yhom carae fron1 Southern Pennsylvania, 
with the idea of opening up the wil~erness around the Block 
House, and most of these_ early settlers added acreage and de
veloped large farms. 

The Williamson Road, already referred to~ did not follow 
the course of Block House Creek but wound its way directly over 
Laurel Hill, dovm into the B10ok House Valley and thence over 
Briar Hill, or Bloss lllountain, on its way to Blossburg, Coving
ton, kansfield, Tioga, Lawrenceville anti across the New York 
·State Line. It wa.s a narrow dirt road~ slinpery and dangerous 
in wet ~=eati1er, and the Block H0use in those da.ys ,,as about as 
isolated a settlement as it is possible to imagine. 

---------------------
RECORDS OF TilE TIOGA COUNTY REGISTI!;R AND RECORDER, WELLSBORO., PA: 

(Transfers of real prouerty in and about Liberty (or the 
Block House) (Name of grantee first; name of granto.r fol-
lowing). 

Elizabeth Levegood; John Levegood; date of instrument 1st Sept~ 
1862. Liberty. 

J.H.LevErgood; Warren Gorton & Wife. 1862-3. Middlebury. 
Samue1 Levegood; Elizaoeth Levee;ood. et al. 1863. Liberty, 
Jchn Levegood. Jr.; Joel Woodruff & Wife. 1864. Liberty. 
George Levegood i Episcopal Academy •• 1862-1865. Liberty. 
John Levegood; J.J0Werl1ne. 1866a Libexty. 
John Levegood; CoA.Hensler 1 1846-1855. Liberty. 
John Levigood; Oliver Pierson. 9th JuJ.y~ 1816; 25th Dec. 1 1816. 

Delmar ToY~nshi-p. 
John Levigoodl Episcopal Academy; June 1,1820; ~arch 22,1823 • 

. Covington ·J:ownship. 



George Levegood; Jonathan Sebring. 1832. Liberty. 
John Levegood, Jr.; Saul & J.S.Xeehler. 1840. 
George Levegood; Sa,muel Raker & Viife. 1848-9. Liberty. 
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John Livigood; Oliver Pierson. 1816. Delmar Township~ 
Samuel H.Levegood; John Levegood & Wife. 1855-56. L1ber~y. 
Jol;m Levigood; Oliver Pierson. 9th July~ 1816; 25th Dec,1816 •. 

Delmar Township. 
Deed. Samuel H.Levegood to Goldberg. 1896. Reedtovm.n 
(Bote: Liberty was organized in 1823, from parts of both Delmai 

and Covington Townshins.) 
(T4ne last-mentioned deed transferred 196 acres for #250.) 

EXTRACT FROM 1SEED-dated-9th-day-of Ju1y718167 showing measure
ments by metes and bounds: 
10liver Pierson & Wife~ of Cazenovia~ County of Madison. B.Y. to 
John Livigood, of Covington, County of Tioga, $588. for 294 
acres, in Delmar.County of Tioga, part of lots 1960,1966 and 1959 
bounded on the east by the Academy lands, so called. beginning 
at the southeast corner. at a beech tree, being on the west line 
of the Academy lands. thence north 327 perches to a hemlock tree. 
thence west 154 perches to a beech tree, thence south 327 perch
es until it intersects the south line of lot 1960~ thence east 
144 perches to the place of beginning.• 

-------------------------
LETTER OF ERNEST H.Gru;EN, ~CORDER CF DEEDS:, REGISTER OF WILLS 
AND CLERK OF THE ORPHAl1S 1 COURT, Wellsboro, Pa., Oct.18.1934; 

1 The only tract of land I can find into John Livigood is the one, 
the description of which is enclosed. I find where John Levegood, 
Jr.gave a p0wer of attorney in 1840. I also find a number of 
tracts of land sold by John Levegood. I find one dee~ given by 
Elizabeth Levegood and John Levegood, Jr. to Samuel H.Levegood# 
dated March 19th~ 1863,and recorded in Deed Book 32.at page 146, 
where it says that Elizabeth Levegood is the wife of John Leye_ 
good,Jr.and the residence of these parties is Liberty To;mship, 
Tioga County,Pa. All of the land conveyed out of John Levegood 
appears to be in said L1be:rty To\inship,i t being in the extreme 
southwest corner,very near the Lycoming County line. I also 
find a deed given by Samuel H.Levegood and Isaac B.Werline,Ex
ecutors of the Estate of John Levegood.to the Lutheran Congre
gation of Liberty. The conveyances out of the Levegood family 
appear to be very numerous. I further find a will of one John 
Levegood#probated March 14th~l870~and dated December 8,1869. In 
this will Elizabeth is mentioned as his ,11fe# and the remainder 
to his children~but does not mention the names of these chil
dren. The executors named are the son~ Samuel Levegood.and son
in-law,Isaac B.Werl1ne. Tais is the same Isaac Werline now liv
ing in Liberty, very old but of more than average intelligence 
and familiar with all loca1 history of Liberty Tormship.• 

------------------------
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LETTER OF lfiABR.Ai D. LEV~GOOD, of Philadelnhia: .. 

•I have a faint recollection of John Leve6ood, Sr., who died in 
1867, said to have been in his nineties. He was not as large 
physically as the average Levegood. His son George had five son~ 
all of whom were six feet.tall _or over., and his five daughters 
were almost as- tall. _George and his sons ~ere exnert wood-work
ers. They built furniture~ clocks and spinning wheels for the 
entire neighborhood, and his son Belson Levegood was master 
carpenter for the N9rthern Central Railroad at Elmira,B.Y.for 
many years. Two other sons1 Orlando and Ellis. One of the 
daughters,_ Ph1lene. S~el Hubbard.Levegood had ten children~ 
six boys and four -girls, but two _of the boys died before the 
age of s.• 
(lote: &pinning w~eels still in exist~nce around Liberty to-~ay 
are engraved •G.LJt;VEG001> 11 ; also tne timbers in nis olct barn •. 
at Readstown, west of Liberty.) 

-----------------------
DIRECTORY OF LIBaRTY, published in 1883: 

•Business: Killinery, Jb:s.Jobn F. Levegood; Cabinet makers and 
undertakers.~ S.H.Levegood. 1 ___________________ ..,. __ _ 
PHILADJJ.':LPBIA DIRECTORY~ 1934: 

1 Robert R. Levegood._Osteo~athiat, 133 H.52nd St. 
Warren D. Levegood. 133 H. 52nd -St.• 

------------------------
QUARRYVILLE 6 Lancaster County. Pa.: 
(Said to be former residence of John Levegood, Sr. Formerly known 
as Barr's Quarries, until 1833, named after J!artin Barr, Sr •• 
their owner. ) · - · 

-----------------------
GRAVE &&RICERS AT Tm; BlUCIC CHtmOH OE~h!TtiRY (Frieden•s Eva,ngel1oal 
Lutheran Church, Liberty~ Pa •• erected 1871.): 

ttJ.A.LEnOOOD, 1870-1871. 
B.E.LEV~GOOD, 1855-1863. 
ELIZABETH LiVEOOOD~ died Dco.18,1839, aged 69 years~ 11 months. 

8 days. 
JOH!i LEVEGOOD~ died Feb.28,1870. aged 69 years~ 10 months~25 

days. -
JO!ii LOV~GOOD~ died Feo.4,1867, aged 90 years~5 months,9 days~ 
ELIZABETH, wife of John Levegood, died Feb.4,1899,aged 91 years, 

8 montns, 24 «aye. 
kARTii LEVEGOOD, died Oot.19,1839, aged 32 years,8 months,3 days. 
JURY A.LiiVJ:GOOD, died Aug.19,1839, aged 16 years~l month,16 days. 
ANNA Ll!VEGOOD., diec. Oct.21,1839~ aged 36 years,6 months,21 days. 1 _______________ ... _________ _ 



ao 
iu,PQRT OF JOHN I .CARR, R,&!;CORD~~ OF DE..£;DS., SUNBURY~ Pa.-

1The name of Levergood~ Levegood, Leveguth, Levengood~ Livergood. 
and Lovegood appears in both the Grantor and Grantee inaices,the 
first in the grantee being a deed from Jacob Levergoou to George 
Levergood,dated March 24th,1775. Then there are deeds to John, 
Jacob and John-and-Jacob, dated April 5th, 1799,A~-ust 23rd,1800, 
A~ril 11, 1801 and Auril 26ta1 1803• six releases from different 
persons to Peter Levergood, Administrator,dated July 27,1798.an4 
the last named indexed in this book is an agreement between 
Jacob liorter and Jacob Live.rgood,dated Karch l3al'133. 'l'here are 
deeds from Jacob and Christina Levenfood,grantors,to John and 
Elizabeth Levegood,gl'antees, and a release from George and John 
Levergood. 11 

-------------------------
~ORT OF JOlili I .CARR~ Recorder of Deeds. Register of Wills and 
Clerk of the Orphans• Court, Sunbury, Pa •• oot.1s.1934: 

•1nere is a deed recorded from Jacob Levengood and Christina 
Levengood~ his wife. to John Lebengood and Jacob Lebengood,dated 
April 11,1801,and recorded April 26,1803,in deed book K, page 127. 
the consideration in this deed being given as 220 Pounds in Gold 
and Silver,and the tract is situate in Penn, now Kabantongo Town
ship. lorth11mberland County, Pa.and contains 151 acres and 7/10 
of an acre. The signatures of Jacob and Christina Levellfood are 
signed oy their marks. Xn the deed the name is spelled Leben
good1, but, as I said before, signed oy their marks 1Levengoou.• 
There 1s no deed recordeo from Jacob ana Christina Levengood to 
John and Elizabeth Levegood. There is a re1ease recorded from 
Elizabeth Levergood to Peter Levergood. Administrator1 d.ated July 
27,1798,and recoxded in Deed Book M, page 191. There is a deed 
recorded from John Levetood and Elizabeth Levegood, his wife,of 
W1111ameport~Lycom1ng Oounty,Pa.to J0 hn EplY. dated ~azch 25, 
1803, and recorded in Deed Book B, page 185, for ~roperty situate 
in Bunbury, Pa. 1 

-------------------------
REPORT OF USS ADa BELL, Williamsport, Fa.: 

1 Anna Mary Keyport Levsgood, the grandmother of John F.Levegood6 

was the eldest of tJ:rt:::"Ge~n children of Samuel Xeyberg ( pronounced 
Ei-bexg) oz· !(F.:y~c:rt, a.nd. l1is t:-ife., the said Samuel Keyport bei:ig 
of French dEncont~ He liv~d at Aarau, s~1tzer1and, and sailed on 
tae ship "Rt:b~.J·:Ja'~, lt1r.c:lng at Philadelph:i..a in 1817,after a. voy
age of thirte~n weeks£:. l'ht!Y came to WilliamEpO!'t by way of the 
cana:(., a::d first settled l:n We11sboro~ Tioga County ~after ,·,hich 
time they re~veC:. to L:i.'be.c-t.y, ar.d thence to \lilliamsl:°rt. (lotc: 
Al so spelled in the xecoxds as t;Xieports 11 , 11Keeports ' and 11Kueh
bortz ~ ") 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - -



GRAVASTONES I!J UIIIOM CEMETERY, LIBERTY, PiQSYLVANIA: 21 
0 Levegood, John F. 1851-1926. 

(nee Keagle) Levegood, ~ary Eugenie~ 1855-1926 • 
.. -~~~eg~Qd, Bertha. 1 Sleeo on, sweet 

· God calls a \;ay, 
babe, ancl_take _thy_rest;. 
nnen he thinks best.in · 

---------------------
fJt;llfSYLVARIA AROiilVES:: - "Solciers of the Civil War. ti 

•Liberty, Pa. R.ll.Levegood, 171st Regiment.• -

----------------------
BUSIIESS i'IlUi-IB ALISTiCRDAM~ lfOLLilD: 

1L1eve~d & Zoon.• (Ll~VEGOED) .. ______________________ _ 
LODI. California, SUN: 

•ars~Kary Keagle~ only sister of Grandma I<ehlerjclied at Lodi.Cal. 
aar.24~189?,aged 87 years.Born Williamsport.Pa.Ja,i.15,1810.,hcr 
maiden name being Kary 1ovegood.Laat survivor of !amily of 5 
children. Two sisters married Dec.l0,1829,with same cerer.10ny, 
ranny to ~icllael Kehler and ~ary to Henry Keagle. a minicter of 
Evangelical association. Removed to Io~a in 1855. Lost her hus
ba.nd. in 1861,an<i same year three sons in Civil war.Came to Cal
ifornia 1872.and resided naar Lodi until death. Six of her grand-
sons acted as pall-bearers.• · 

-------------------------------------------------
THE LEVERGOOD FA!tILY, OF JOHIST01nB, YORI Al~ 

LUCASTER, - T~ BUILD.b.RS 01 JOHBS'rorli.,PA. 

LETT!R OF JUDGE JOHI F. LEVERGOOD, of Shawnee, Oklahoma: 

•Trent Levergood came over \:•itn William Penn, ,~·hen Pennsylvania 
was settled. Earl Levergood is ex-Mayor of Johnstown. Frank 
Levergood an Alderman i~ ioh..ls~ov:n. George Ld~ergood, a brother, 
is a Doctor of Medicil\e, practic·ing l.r1 :P:.ttsb~1rgh. Roy Lever~ 
good. a brother~ is a mechani~al eng!nae~ emp!oyed by the New 
York Central Lines. The fe.thcr of ,icrui F c Levergood is a 
general traffiu agent for the New Yo~k Oentral Lines. with 
offices in Pittsbu?gh." 

---------------------LETTER OF MAYOR EDDI1': KcCLOSKEY~ of JOHNSTOIB: 

1AJ.derman E.E.Levergood~ 236 Lever8ood Street~ J~~stown, Pa.,. 
or ~rs. Sherman Ferrell, of Johnstolm, Pa., who-was nee Lever
good,are informed as to the history of the Levergood family 



in Johnstown.• 

-----------------------
HISTORY or LAMOAS'l'iR COUNTY: 

•John Levergood, M.D., Vioe-~resident 1866-6?, of the Laucaeter, 
City ·and County Medical Society. Date cf graduation. 1847. Elect-·_ 
ed to members.nit,~ 1358. Gra.a.uate of PennsyJ.va_~ia Med, .. cai College~ 
Lancaster. 
•~larence Levergood Wohlsen. born in Germany. 

------- ------~----- ---------. 
HISTORY_ or C~A COUBTY, PA. (JOHNSTOVili): 

•184a. Return of soldiers from Mexican war~ bo\md for ·pa11ade1~. 
welcomed and ad.dressed at large meeting in their honor in Lever .. 
good 1 s orena~de _ · 
11819~1823#1831#1849. Peter Levergood, in Congress~ 
•1833. Pet.ex Le'i·ergood apnointed on committee to o:rgaptse Somer-
set and Co~emaugh '!'urnpike Co. , _ -
•1843, 1 44, 1 45 & 145:- Jacoo Levergood~ Burges~• Johnstown· ._ _ _
•J0se-ph Johns 1 a...~d Petsx Leve:rgood•s titlea to ~roperiy lno1udl 
all the land in the 1st~ 2nd, 3rd and 4th Wards of the Oity of 
.Johnsto~4' and the greater portion of the 12th and 13th Wards. 
1Peter Levergood. and S11sanna., his wife. 
•Jacob Kyers. the husband of l,uoin.da Levergood. 
•M.L.Levergood, son of 2eter Levereood. a 

-----------
THE JO§NSTOWH F~D1 KaY,31 1 18@t. 

1Jlrs.Levergood. relict of Jacot Levergood, Sr.~ age 78 
yeara. her dau.ghter L11:::;J-", arid !!rs -:.l3uck 3 a. lac.tr over 70 years of 
age. were in tb.a 1e,rert3ood brick 1,.eEid!)r1ce., irt t~1e corner of Bed
ford & V:i.ne stre~tG, w~.1cr1 t!ie house CttlWbled and all were carried 
away. Ur£ .Lcvergooc.' s body was found in the Sa.ndyvale Cemetery, 
sitting in the same chair in which she had been at the moment the 
flood roached her.• 

-----------
1Pli:TiR LEVIGRGOOD waa born 1n Lancaster County 1n 1785 and 

d1ed 1n Johnstown, July as. 1860. His parents came from Germany 
and were ic:-:10~1n in La.1100.ptc:r. ei.s !tpe~Y],syl vania D'u.tch. • His wife, 
SUsan Rodfcng, \~·hom ~e r:vir'.!.'ied in Yvrlt Co,~ty in 18071 died in 
Johnstown in 1840. They ca.me to .Johi,stown in 1811. and as else .. 
where noted he acquired the residue of the Joseph Jolllle plottei 
lands and l.ots. They had n~.ne children# three of whum diad in 
their youth. Their elder child was Oatheriue, who ~arried John 
Benshoff and removed to Iowa., where both died.• 

' . 
•JACOB LEBRGOOD waa born in LanO~ster Oountr, •nea:r tort•, 

Oatobe:r 7th, 1807• and <lied in Johnstown leb.1,1885~ Be mari-ied 
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Jane Louisa Hayes, -.t·ho came to Johnstoun in 1830 from Frar.klin 
County. She was born in June, 1811, and died liay 31, 1889. a 
victim of the ereat disaster• the Joi1nstol';'Tl Flood. She was a 
daughter of Patrick and Nancy Hayes. Tney had nine children,
Susan, interu1arried with Villliam Oa.ldwell; Peter H.: Agnes~ 
intermarried \\'i t11 Jchn Parke; !iary., inte:-married with John 
Fockler; Jiiartin t,-,.t11~r; Erm-.aa \hU/\.In.tns, intermarried ,vith Virgil 
a.Elder; Jacno Ciln:.:les; ~illi~.r.l .i:i~; Luc::.v.c.1,~ wno was t-.:ith her 
mother when l.()tt :~.:a tj1~ deFt"!?v.c:tlori c,f J.;l~cir home at the cor-

f B .f - · .. ....... t .,_ ,.. ~, ., 3°9 th J ~ t ner o ea. ~ rn. a~ct ·; i r.a 1;j • r a e ,.: A, .~l;J.y· ,;;-_., .L · ;J ~ - e o.ans own 
J'locd. Fet~i~ LE7o:.~gc~u. dic-J i:r-t8s·.~r:te a.nc 9.upointed his son 
Jacc,b as e.x.Jt-:'41,c.r, \;-.t'.J co::·.:r.!yeci. ():lo.t, 9.lld en.:in of his father• s 
real estat.e. 
•Mary Levergood married Har~y Sutton, and moved to Io~a. 
•Phoebe Levergood, born 1812, died M8 rch 8th, 1873. Married 
Rober-t Perke TJ:tnton, "JVho d;.ed lilar~a 6th., 1879. They had four 
children: John Parke Linton~ eto. 
•Peter Levergood~ Jr.~ died 1853~ in his 31st year. He married 
Adelaide Saylor, and had two daughters, ~argaret. who married 
Thomas I. Watt, and Cora~ ~ho married a Yeager. Her second 
marriage was with Thomas Yeakle. 
•Catherine Fite was the second wife of Peter Levergood,Sr., 
who died in 1851. His third wife was Louise Sharretts, t.b.e 
widow of Rev.Sharretts of Indiana. 

1 The nameO? PE'fEB: D:VEnr-0on- rs-crosery-associated with 
the nrogress made ir. Jal'L.!stown, as for almost fifty years he 
was one of her leadi.ng citi·zf)r1s. In the l,uthers.n Church., to 
which he belon.ged., ht s ;.r1f'1·~1er1ne ,vas s-ti·c:ngly f el "ii e He was 
originally a Fec.ara].i.st.l E~nu. ·was in tile ups and a,nv;ns of the 
lhj .. g Party until h~ .. s dec' ... th. He was a oaz~l commissj.o:ner rnder 
Gov.Ritner, a member of the Asse~bly, B1,1:gess of the Borough, 
school director., anti. cantlidate for Congress. In selling his 
lands~ he intended to return to ·r~rk a.~d Lancaster Counties, 
but finding he would have to rep·u=uhas-3 the Johns lan.~is lie 
determined to __ maka- h.is homs 111 J·on.."'lt:;to'Wn, and eetablish.cd it 
at. the southwest corner ()f Bedford E..a..,.d 1.,cvere-;oC\d s·treeta, the 
latter of wh:i.ch wa.'1 r:.a~ec. fr:,1, lii.:n. 'f.ae 1-e-~8]:good fam5.:a.~, 
graveyal'd# located {/!l ~!.\ne s-t;:reet, v.:as cor°ttllt\f:.O. ·mti 1 1C92, 
when the bod!es: we=e rernove~t ~ .. ~.d the grounci Qnld -~o the sleo
ttic light co,;~.an;· for ~--·-;s r.~w ?lru-it." 

•EDWARD E. LE\'ER-100!.f,--AlrJerman of-the-4th~•1ard of Johnstown~ 
has been prorr!rr.i';ll~i:r :lrL~r·:.it·iec. ,":Ji tr.1 the p1.1blic_ affa.irs of the 
town fo ,. a --1,•":ur -::.-.... · .... yr ~-•(..t - ... . •. J. ►. .,, --l. ,) .•. ' .:; ._ .• ·. ,-., C' 

•JaOO~ Ll!;VJ:?.ilCC~,O.,_ gran1ta:::c~~r. _of Zdnard .. E. J.,~vera!ood.,married 
Jane Hayes., urc tr...e1: nud c.~~-~1.aren o.P f·).1..low~: (1 Peter H. • 
(2} lt,a~ti.n Lu~he:t:; (3) f;11:.i.1n1c { 1i J~'.)ob C~ • (5 G1.1sun° (~) 
Ac,,ies • ( 7) 1'ary • ,. e) Lucy, ancl' (9; Emma. ' ' 
1 PtTER H. I,i!;VtRdoO.D, oldest child of Ja.oob and Jane Hayea 
Levergood. was born June 27~h, 1936, and died Oct.12th,1889. 
Be was a tanner by occu90&tion, and in ·1954 went to the gold 
fields of California with a party of men from Johnstown. He 
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married Annie Veil, enti t,1a chj.ldren v;ere: Laura, Charles H. ~ 
Edward E.-., 1iaude a.nd Ella. 
111iILLlaii H. LI!;\'EI?.GOOD, son and Aixth c.nild of Jucob and Jane 
(Hayes) Leve:rJooo .. , ·uas ·bo:rn in Jot1nstown., Oar.abria County 1 Pa. 
on A-oril 2ndJ lf~l3. A member of the First Luthe.ran Church~ 
he married Jday 22nd, 1866., Maxy T"t'c,n.t, da.ughter of George and 
Lydia (Long) Trent. The chil~=en of ir. and las. William H. 
Levergood were Cora, Bertna and Eo.1·~:i1 (the latter two being 
t \i:1~8 •) 
"Ji,COS I,,.V.i!,RGOOD, son of Peter Lev,rgood; was born in Lancas
ter County, Pa. Oot.7,1807., and c.1-:Jd in c.Tohnstown, Cambria 
County, Pa. on Fe~~l,1885~ He was one of the most usefUl 
citizens and promin~nt business men in tile comdunity.• 

- ... - -
PHILADEtFHIA OITY DIRECTORY: 

10harles D. Levergood· 6832 Cobb$,Creek Parkw~y. 
bavid w. Levcrgood, ~rinter, 1214 Airdrie Street, 
Emma~. Levergood, Teacher, do. . 

-

~ax o. Levergood. Tester, 6832 Cobbs Creek Parkway. 
Robert D. Levergood, Production ianngert Norristowu. Pa.• 

-------------------
LANCASTER TELEPHONE DIRECTORY: 

•Louise Levergood, 216 Locust st., Wrightsville, Pa.• _________________ .,.._ 

aORUiAltiTS IN LUTH~RAl~ c~~~TERY ~ ~1HIGHTSVILLE, YORK COU!lTY ,PA: 

1 Jacob P. Levergood, 184~-1929. Lieut. in R.G.P. and U.S. 
marine Corns., 1861-65. 

Bella Levergood. · 
Bella Krieciler, wife of J.P.Levergood, <.-ied A1>r.3, 1879, aged 

• 
31 yeaJ.•s. 

Katharine Gehr Lever~ood1 1845-1928. 0 

---------------------
Lk~OASTl:;R COU?~TY REGI STt,;R AilD B.EOORDiR: 

DE~DS: 
1 Levergood, Margaret L~, 1881~ E$0range St., Lancaster. 
Levergoou, Peter, 1834, Colu.~tia Boro~gh. 
Levergood., ,ro:1n, grantor; -~ii!liam Purl., Brantee; 1816-1817. 

Columbit~. Doch. 14~ p. 56. 
Levergooci, Jae;o·b; Mic!1ael Q., .. mfro. 1827. Columbia. 
Leveriood, Jacob, 1835· (Ira noods~orth); 
Lever6ood. J"a.co1), 1841; Madeira Island. 
Levergood. Jaco~, 1837. Columbia Borough. 
Levergooc. John, 1883. Transfer. 
Levergood~ John, 1883. B.Lime St •• Lancaster. 

--------------------
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REPORT OF EVA C. WHITE, ~uerna.lloning ~n.apter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, JohnstoTin~ Pa; also Pennsylvania Society 
of Huguenots: (Da.ughter of Susan Levergood, who v1as a 
daughter of Jacob Leveriood) 

•The Levergoods settled in Hallam ToVvns!iip, near Wrightsville, 
York County. Peter Levergood came to Hallam To~~ship. where 
he spent most of his life in farming. He was born Sept.15, 
1755, and died May 151 1885, age 69 years. He married Phoebe 
Yocum, who was born Feb. 1762 and died Dec.19, 1819. They had 
the following children: Peter# born 1785, died 1880· John, who , 
died in Iowa~ Jacob, father of Jacob P.; Henry, o\mer of 
Levergood•s Mills. in Lancaster County. ~here he died. He 
married, second, Hanna Gardner, widow of Adam Litzenberger,but 
the children were all of the first wife. 
Peter Levergood served in the Revolutionary War# under Gapt. 
ICauffelt•s Company of Rifies, 1st Battalion# York County Jlili
tia, 1~ 1777 and 1778; discharged Seyt.21,1791. Pennsylvania 
Archives~ Vol.VII, 5th Series# lat.lumber 102693. 
Peter Levergood,lst,came to Johnstown, and from that time on 
the history of his family is the history of Johnstown. for he 
practically built that city. 
The first Hans Jacob Liebenguth apparently had means, for tile 
records show he went back to Germany and return to America. 
History also relates that a Levergood was scalpea by the 
Indians. 
Peter and Phoebe are buried in Columbia OemeterJa just across 
the Susquehanna River from Wrightsville,- in Lancaster County. 
The Germans in the Palatines and Alsace-Lorraine were follow
ers of Prince Hugo~ in their persecutio~ by Louis XIV of 
France, and for that reason are permitted to join the Society 
of Huguenots.• 

- - - - - - ... -
HISTORY OF LANCASTER COUNTY: 

•Dr. John Levergood, of Lancaster, a native of Windsor Town
ship, York County. Pa. 1 graduated at Pennsylvania Kedica.1 
College. Suring the Civil War he served as a surgeon, and 
aftexwards was appointed examiner and surgeon of pensions.He 
has been active as a member of the School Board of Lancaster, 
and was formerly an active member of the Medical Society.John 
Levergood, M.D., for four decades nrior to 1891 was one of 
the leading physicians and surgeons of the City of Lancaster~ 
prominent in.municipal and educational life. He was born in 
Lower Windsor Townsnip, York County, on Feb.13,1826~and died 
in Lancaster on July 5,1891 •. He was a son of Jacob and Frances 
(Litzberger) Levergood.• 
•Jacob Levergood, fat~er of Dr. John Levergood of Lancaster, 
was an int_ensive farmer of York County• Pa. His children.be
sides Dr.Joim Levergood,were William, a retired sc®ol teacher 
of Philadelphia, and Jacob P. ~ wilo was in tile tobacco business 
at Wrightsville, Pa. and who was a1s0 Justice of the Peace.• 
The wife of Dr.John Levergood was Margaret Louisa Schaeffer. 
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"Dr.Levergood was an 10.0.r. and also was appointed by Presi
dent Andrew Johnson as- examining pensi"on surgeon., Lancaster 
County District.• 

- - - - - ... - -- - - - - - - - -
KONUaENTS TdA'l' UlUC THi GRAVES OF OUR ANCESTORS: 

J'ALD~R SWAMP, 11£~~ HABOVERs1 PUBA, 

FALKl~R ru:roRJAED CHURCH, ralkner Swamp: 

nAIIA OATHARIIA Ll~iNGUTH, wife of Peter Liebengutb, 
and daughter of Daniel Linsenbeig).er, born 25 
Dec. 1772, tiied 13 Kay, 1858. 

11PETER LIEBElfGU'l'H, son of Adam Liebenguth, born 1763·• 
died 17 Se-pt. 1828. (Spelled 1Liebengut 1 ) 

•ELIZABETH LIEBENGUTH, daughter of William L1ebenguth. 
born as Aug.~ 1803. 

•.&11A LIEBEIGUTB~ born 19 Sept., 1830, died 2 Feb.1833. 

•ADAll LI1'B£1GUT, born in Deutschland. in Elsass, in 
1718. ana bi's Yfife Christina, 60 years old; died 
April 1., 1804~ 86 years of age.• 

•P1'TAR LJ!;V'~BG()OD, born Jan.14, 1815. Died, Sept.l,1883. 

•ABRA LiVEIGOOD. wife. born Aug.al~ 1810. oied Karch a. 
1857.• 

- - - - - - - - -
TABLET IN FnONT OF FALDE.i1 1 S ru;FQRMED CHURCH, Ne,;; Hanover, Pa: 

. 1 FALKHEll 1S s;;A):~ aEFORJc:ED CHURCH. Falkner Reformed 
Church. The Oldest Reformed Congregation in America. 
Organized in Year of 1?20. By Rev.John Philip Boehm. A 
Frame O'nurch Which Stood On This Site Served As a 
Hos-pi tal During The R£VOLUTIOBARY ,iAR. THE Present 
Edifice 'las Erected in 1790. And Remodeled in 1869. -
Rev. Howard A. Althouse, Pastor.• 

- - - - - - - - -
THE MID-iliST LIV IR GOODS. 

LETTER OF .iRS. ETHYL LlV~llGOOD M:cDOIALD (Krs. John McDonald~ 
Jr.), of Eagle Grove, Iowa: 
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•A manuscrint left me by Mrs. Anna Margaret Hurley 
Gilson (her mother was liary Ltvergood of Lancaster) stated 
that Hans (or Hance as recorded) Jacob sailed with 53 
Palatines from Plymouth, and took the oath of alliegenoe at 
Reading, Pa. in 1733. · . . 

In reading the history of the Palatinate, I find 
that the French under Louis XIV wexe laying waste to the 
country along the Rhine~ the inhabitants~ devout Lutherans, 
fleeing to other countries for safety. Then the records 
of Pennsylvania tell of the Palatines arriving in great 
numbers. I assumed that they might have come clireot from 
Gennany, but I see you have found evidence to the contrary. 
That certainly was interesting to me# for you find them in 
Switzerland before the debacle of Louis XIV. The most of 
the work I have done has been 1n t.be Historical Library in 
DesKoines~ where they have a very complete genealogical de
partment. r 

Jly branch of the family came West some time before 
the Civil war. I am sure I can get the data on this branch~ 
as a n11mber of the family are living. There ·are a large 
number of Livergoods in Illinois~ near Soringfield, at 
Decatur, Stonington and Taylorville. They are as a groUp 
a very fine and substantial class of people. The first 
generation were mostly farmers, but of course the descendants 
have branched out into various trades and professions, with 
varying degrees of success. There are no angels among them~ 
of course. but to my knowledge none of them have ever 
violated the family traditions. 

Mrs. Jlary Hurley and my father, Silas_ came to Iowa 
years ago f.rom Illinois. There is a •Livengood• at Woodbine, 
Iowa. He ooes not seem to know where his folks came from~ but 
is sending word to a sister in Missouri to get in touch with 
me. Bis father's name was Jacob. 

I will send you later a complete record of the 
Illinois and Iowa Livergoods. It will take time, as these 
Mis-Western Livergoods certainly believed in replenishing 
the earth. 

Mr. McDonald anci I were East in June, 1931. We 
visited my father's homestead west of Lancaster# adjoining 
the Buchanan Estate, - a lovely old place. I am a D.A.R. but 
have been unable to find any war record of the Livergoode 
in the Revolution. 

The members of the family in the Mid-West uill have 
a reunion at Taylorville~ Ill. in August, 1935. Any inform
ation you can senci me would certainly be appreciated~ as I 
am their historian, anci would like to have this ready for 
them by next summer. Ky hu~band is a 32nd Degree Mason,and 
is an engineer on the.Chicago & Borthwestern Railroad. I am 
a member of the ~fnite Shrine and an o.E.s. • 

------------------
JOBI llcboBALD, .tit., husband of Xrs.£thyl tivergood liCDc,na1d. 

1s a member of Iowa Consistory, A.A.S.R., 320; Past 



as 
•. 

Commander of Xt. Lebanon Corill'aa.ndery No .61 ~ Knights Templar • 
Past Illustrious Master of Aeaine Council No. 26, Royal & _, 
Select aasters; Past Hi~h Priest of Eagle Grove Chapter Bo. 
123, Royal Arch Ma.sons, and a Noble of Xaa.oa Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

-----------------
G~l~~ALOGY OF THE klSrrESTE:Rli LlVERGOODS. 

By 

Ethyl Livergood kcDonald. 

111. !WiS JACOB Lli;BEliGUTH ••••••••••• aged 39 years. 
l,:ARGARETBA LliBENGUTH ( ,,,if e) • • • • • 40 • 

John Jacob •••••••••••.•••• 1 10 • 
Anna Gretha •..•.•.•••.•..• " 3 1/2 years. 

0 II. If there ~ere no other children after their 
arrival in America, Johan would be the father 
of the following generation. The next generatioi 
was named in a Will by one John Leibenguthj 
and signed in German. His \:life some years later 
leaves a Will signed •Christina Levergood. 1 

They had no children as the will was made out 
in favor of sisters, brothers and their chil
dren. I have no proof of the -parentage of 
the following: 

1 111. P~Tm LtV~HGOOD ••••....••• 
John, Peter~ Daniel, Catherine Baker, Jacob, 
Jos~>ph. 
Peter, boxn Sept. 1755. Died Lia.Y 15, 1885. 
Settled in York County, Pa. about 1700. 
Chil~ren born in York County. 

•IV. &N RY Li,'V~t,GOOD ••••••••••• 
John, Peter., Jacob, Henry and Polly. 
Joiln, the eldea·:; Vient West \~hen a young man, 
settled near St.Lo-:!is, married a Miss Hines. 
Left a daughter, Maria, who married a~. 
Stt'Jllpn Their dau8hter married a Mr.Tyler, 
and lived in Oklahoma. One of the 1':,Jer 
daughters, Jurley Tyler, married Tom Terry 
of Oklahoma City (1910). 
Peter, the second sonJ settled at Johnstown~ 
Pa. The descendants of a daughter settled 
in Io,va~ and members of tha.t family are 
still living in Iowa Falls, Lake Park, and 
in Davenport. Benshoofs are the names of 
this branch. 
Jacob settled in Wrightsville~ Pa.Children: 
John~ Jacob~ Carrie. Phoebe and William. 
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Henry, the 4th son of Peter, is the grand
fa.ther of the group now living in the Mid
West. He settled in Lancaster. Ma.rxied 
Salome Ruby. Chilo.ren: George, Phoebe• 
Henry. Mary, Peter, Webster, Silas, and 
one died in infancy. 

V • SILAS LI V-~RGOOD • ••••••••••••••••••• 

. 

Silas, married Nellie watts Outler of Al
stead, Ne~ Hat2nshire. Children: Jtl Silas 
Ruby, George Gardner, deceased~ Ethyl 
Ealia, married John McDonald, of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa; Carlton Webster • 

Vl. ~THYL LIVEUGOOD KoDONALD ••••••••••• 

- - - - - - - - - - -
LANC.aSTER OOUHTY a::;GIS'1'1£R Ail£ recoruJ~R: 

DE£DS: 

Release. "Livergooo, Henry. 1841. 
•t1vergood 1 Henry, 1826. Manor and Lancaster.• 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
THE LEVEMGOOD and LIVINGOOD BRAHCHES OF 

THE F »JILY. 

LilCASTlH COUNTY REGISTER A.ND RECORDER: 

DEEDS: 

•tevengood, Emanuel. 1875. W.Hemnfield. 
•Leivingood, Peter. 1841. Leacock. 

------
PHILADELPHIA CITY DIH1CTOitY: 

•Allen J. Levengoodi Amelia Levengood; C~arles Levengood; 
Charles B~ Levengooa• Oharles D. Levengooa• Mrs. Frances 
Levengood. Fradericl B. Levengood• Gertrude Levengood; 
Louis Levengood; Louise Levengood; and Thomas Levengood. 

------
LAtlCAST~R TELEPHONE DIJu;CTORY: 

"Abner Liv~ngood, Body builder; Millersville. 
William P. Livengood~ Residence 1429 2nd Ave., Lancaster. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -



HI STORY OF .ONTGOia!llY OOUliTY, F.ENNA: 

0 L~V~GOOD, l.riatthias; 
Matthias (2); 
Ulrich. 
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~atthias Levengood ~arch, for nearly 200 years the 
family of which Matthias L. ~arch is a member. has been domi
ciled in Pennsylvania. The line of descent on the maternal 
side is from Ulrich Levengood (originally LeibeDButh), who 
was born in the Palatinate, Ge:rmany, in 1689, and came to 
Pennsylvania ~ith his wife ana his son Adam in 1733, in the 
snip •Charming Betsy•, lanciing in Philadel~hia in October. -
having sa.iled June 28th, .1?33. It required a period of three 
mon~hs anc; fourteen days to make the voyage. 

They settled at ~alkner•s Swamp, a short distance from 
the present site of Pottstown. Pa., where Ulrich Levengood 
bought land on which he settled. 

Aaam Levengood. son of Ulrich Levengood, born 1n Ger
many in 17161 settled in Ber: Hanover To-;~nshil), now J&ontgomery _ 
County, Pa • .He was seventeen years of age when he arrived in 
Pennsyrvania. where he became a land owner. and later by in
heritance acquired the old homestead. In ar,ite of the fact 
that he was long 1>&st the age of military service during the 
War of the Revolution. he shared in the hardships of its 
maintenance. ano during .the flar of the Revolution. when the 
Continentals were encaml)8d at Fagleysville, with his team and 
wagons he aided i~ transporting wouncied soldiers to the 
hospitals in Reading, Pa. He d1en at a great age. 

Adam Levengood married and had a son Jiatthiaa (l),the 
great grandfather of KattM.as Levengood ila.rch. 

Mattl1iaa Levengood (2) ii&S born on his father•s home
stead, in l4ont3omery County, Pa. and was married at Tra-ppe, 
Penna., in the edifice wbich has nou become an object of 
great historical interest, the oldest Lutheran churcb build~ 
ing in the United States. T"ne Rev. Harry aelchior kuhlen
berg performed the ceremony, and the couple so happily marri
ed had a long. prosperous and successful life~ the mother 
living to the great age of 101 years and 7 months. She was 
the mother of Matthias Levengoou (2), ~ho married Elizabeth 
Reinert, and they were the parents of sixteen children~ one 
of whom was Sarah Levengood, the wife of Isaac F. March~ and 
the mother of Matthias Levengood 1'ia.rch. The line of descent is 
thus summarized: 
1. Ulrich Levengood, the American ancestor. 
2. Adam Levengood, who came from Ge~many with his narents. 
3. Matthias Levengood (1). · · 
4. Matthias Levengood (2). 
5. Sarah Levengood, who married Isaac F. ~arch. 
s. Matt.aias LevenBood aarch. 

NOTE: 
Isaac r. Jlarch is a member of Charity Lodge Bo.190. 

F. & A.s .• , - Past 1-iaster• Johnsto,t'?l Chapter Bo. 190, R.A.ltl.,
Past High Priest; Hutchinson Oomman~ery,X.T •• Past Commander. 
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Philadel~hia Consistory, A.A.S.R.~ sa0 • 

-----------------
HIST01{Y OF BEHKS COUNTY, Pa.: 

ntevengood~ Lewis H. On Casualty List, World War, 1918. 
Livingood, Dr. Louis A., Born Jan. 30, 1831. 
Livingood, Franks. Attorney-at-law. 
Livingood, William H. Attorney-at-law. 

Past aaster~ F. & A.M. Born 1837 at Womelsdorf, Pa. 
Levengood, Andrew J. 
Levengood, William B. Born 1877. 

Son of SaJuuel ana Elizabeth (Brunner) Levengood, Sa.mu.el 
Levengood. having been born in Pottstown# Pa. 

-----------------
LEV£ i GOOD. 

•Tne first of the Levengood family in America was 
Ulrich Leibengood, who was born in 1688 in Alsace-Lorraine. 
He came to America on the •Charming Betsy•~ John Ball., Master~ . 
sailing from Ro·tterdam. last from London. He settled in Bew 
Hanover Townsh_i~, Jlc,ntgo?Aery County• Pa.· His Wife Susanna 
was born in 1697, and their children, five in number~ were all 
born in Germany. their a,ses at landing in America being given 
in the Pennsylvania Archives as follows: 16, 13. 10., 8 and 5. 
The children were Johan Peter# born 1717; .Adaf4b born 1720; 
Jacob, born 1723j Kar~a. born 1725> and Anna, om 1728. 

Adam. Le1benguth, son of Ulrich, was born in Alsace
Lorraine In 1720, and made his home in Douglass Township,Berks 
County, l1here he was a farmer, omiing a 160-aore tract. He 
died in Anril, 1804. He was married in lew Hanover Township 
(Tranne Church Records) to Christine Gansertine. 

~ · l.iatthias Leavengood, son of Adam, was born July 20, 
1749~ and diec: Nov.10, 1835. During the War of the Revolution 
he served as a teamster. On January 28th, 1783, he married 
(Reformed Church Records, Falkner Sw~, Bew Hanover Township) 
Catherine Shuster, born Sept.29, 1759• aied At,ril 11, 1860. · 
Their children were: Solomon~ Polly (,ary), who married Jobn 
Reinert, Katherine~ - ~ho married a Clausner, Betsy~ who 
married a Hatfield1 and Matthias, Jr., who married Elizabeth 
Reinert. 

Matthias Levengood, Jr.# son of &atthias, Sr., was 
born Jan.4, 1801, died Oct.29.1869. He lived on the home~ 
stead farm in Douglass Tounsh~p, where his father and grand
father bad lived and died. He married Elizabeth Reinert, bom 
Sent.11., 1800, died May 16, 1871. Their children were: 
Reuben# 1,ho married Rebecca Imbody• Rachel. who married 
Henry Buchert; Catherine, who ma.rrl.ed Charles llauger; Mary, 
\Vho married Aaron Yohn; J6atth1as R., who married Elisabeth 
Davidheiser; sarah~ who married Isaac F. 1'aroh. and Elmina, 
who married Lewis Yohn. 

Matthias Leavengood~ Jr. and his wife are buried at 
Amityville, Pa., where Matthias~ Sr. helped to build the 
churcll, 



Katthias R. Levengood~ son of Ma.tthi~s; Jr., tras oorn 
in Dou.glass To·~nship, Bci:ks ·county. Jen.22,i835. 

Peter Levengood, ~orn Feo.l~ 1807. uied A~ril 19.1876. 
Kary Levenguth, -~~if e of Daniel :-:. Shirly, born lov. 

23, 1824; died Alig.4, 1890. 
John Levengood •. son of Joseph anct ~ary Levengood_ born 

Bov. 2a. 1798; died July 24; 1863. · 
Daniel Lcveng~od, born December 20, 1801, - died Se~t. 

10. 1867. · 
And.row J. Levengood,. born Maro~ 14,,1866~ at Hazleton. 

Pa., son of •illiam Y. an~ _Margaret (~orbett) Levengood. 
~ember of Longe, Chapter, Commandery anc Rajah Temple, A.A~O. 
B.ii.S., Reading~ Pa.· ·-

Jacot> Lebenguth, anu Xargaret, his ,~1fe, mur<lered by 
the Indians April. 1758, at ~Tulpc~o~ken, Berks County. 

Dr. John Livingood, Womelsaorf, Pa. 
Dr. Hc,ra.ce F. Livingood, Womelsdorf, Pa. 
Jacobs. Livingood, Attorney-at-lan; admitted Jan.?, 

1845. 
william P.. Livingood, 

1860. 
Ed\dn s. Livingood., 

1899 •. 

- - - -
HlSTOilY OF 3ERICS COUMTY: 

-

do. 

do. 

-- -

• 
• 

L~VEBGOOD - LIVE~GOOD - LIVIHGOOD. 

-

Jan.19, 

Bov .13,_. 

-

"The first reunion of tho Levengood family was held in 
the Fall of 1906, to celebrate the 93rd birthday anniversary 
of its oldest living member., Aoam Levengood~ and the gather
ing took place at tae home of his son, Jacobs. Levengood- in 
Oley, near Friedensburg. The second anc third meetings were 
helc at the same place~ - the third on Sent.?, 1908, in Frie-
d.ensbu.rg Park, on Labor Day. The venerabte man in t1hose 
honor the first meeting was held was nresent at the second· and 
third meeting. and anpeared well preserved and hearty. At the 
first meeting an organization ~as deciueu upon. In 1908~ the 
officers were selected as follows: President: David D.L1vin
good. Pottsto~n, Pa1 Vice-presidents, William Livingood, Potts
tot:n, Pa.~ etc. O~hers were Casper Livingood, Birdsboro; 
Abner Livingood, Millersville; Jacob Livingood. Elberson; The 
Secretary was Howard M.Livingood, Pottsville; Asst. Secy.
Oscar Levengood, Gilbertsville• Treas.~ Jacobs. Levengood~ 
Oley; Historian. Ho,1:·ard :u. Livengood, Birdsboro; Irwin LiYin
good. Pottsto~n, Pa., Executive Oomudttee: Adam Livingood, 
Jacobs. Livingood, Birdsboro, etc. 

•Tne Levengood family traces its ancestry back to 
Ulrich and Susanna Libenguth, \~ho came to America from the 
Palatine about 1733 in the ship 10harm1ng Betsy•, landing in 
Philaeeln.hia Oct.la~ 1733. At that time he was 45 years of 
age and hie n1fe 36. He nossessed sterling qualities, and 
his descendants belong to the best of the sturdy Pennsylvania 
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German element in tacir section. llany of this family have made 
a good renutation in the learned nrofessions~ and they are 
generally known for their substantial quulities of good citi-
zenship. . 

Ulrich and Susanna Liebenguth brought five children 
with __ th.~m to America: Peter., age 16; Adat!a, a~e.13· Jacob, age 
10; aar1a, ages~ and Anna., age 5. From Philadeiphia they 
proceeded to Bew Hanover Tonnship• where they settled. 

Jacob. third son of the American i~igrant; was born 
in Alsace-Lorraine; Germany I and 11as the progenitor of the 
Levengoo, family, of which this article treats. He died April 
1, 1804, and. his rema.1ns are interred in the cemetery adjoin .. 
ing the St:amp Reformed Church, Falkner• s Swamp. Ben Hs,nover, 
now k0nt£omery County, Pa. · He had one son, Jaatthias, whc, 
married Catherine Shuster, and they bad five children. Adam 
Levengood 1s the father of four sons, Jacobs •• at whose home 
the first three family reuni~ns were he~d1_.James, of Elverson, 
Pa •• Solomon, of J0anna Hei~nts1 Pa. ana. &aam~ of J'riedensburg. 

- - - - - - - -
•Harvey D. Levengood, born Oct.1, 1880, Earlville# Pa. 

FIVE GilERATIOHS: 

•Jacob Loe~engut~# farmer. died 1758. 
Jacob LoewengutA, Jr., farmer, died 1788. 
John Livingood., farmer., died 1845. 
John B. Livvingood, Doctor. died 1872. 
Jacobs. Livingood,·Lawyer, died 1906. 

~------John T. Livingood, Doctor, cied 1852. 
Michael T. Livingood~ Doctor, died 1900. 
Louis Ao Li~ingood., Doctor, died 1899. 
William H. Livingood~ La~er, died 1906. 1 

-- - - - - - - -
•Jacob Loeuengutb. 'Hho ca.me to this country in 1710, 

was born in Schalkendorf, in Alsace-Lorraine, and was tlie son 
of Frederich Liebengut, ~ho lived at AaxTiangen, near Langen
thal, lanton Bern, Sch~eiz, in 1653~ after the Peasants• war. 
in which he took part~ 

Jacob Loe~enguth was one of the group of settlers who 
in 1723 cut through the forests of the head-waters of the 
Susquehanna and into the Province of Pennsylvania. Jacob 
Loewenguth•s family consisted of ais ~ife, Margaretha, and 
three children~ - Jacob, Anna Kargareth& and Anna Barbara.• 

------------------------
•frank s. Livingood, born at Reading, Feb.24, 1855. 
John E. Livingood# u.D., born at Womelsdorf,Berks 

County, Aug.l. 1889. 32° Ma.son. 
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Louis Jacob Livingood, M.D., born riomclsdorf# Jan.28, 
1893. 32° Scottish Rite 1/.ason, anti Noble of Rajah Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.s., Reading~ Pa. 

- - - - - - - - - - - --
LETTlR OF CHARLES J. LIVINGOOD, Executor of the Estate of 
Mary~. Emery~ Deceased~ 110 East Fourth Street, Oincinnati: 

1 The original 600-acre tract (at Tulnehocken, Berks Co., 
Pa.) on ibich the Livingoods settled is still kno,m as Livin
gooo•s Mill, which can be identified by the •race• alongside a 
certain kr. Liv1ngood1 s home, ~hich lies some fe~ miles north
east of Stouchsberg, and that tof:n is easily xeached, by auto
mobile~ ~ithout going to Womelsdorf~ for the Great National 
Highway, u.s.ro.22~ passes a street or County highuay, also of 
macadam, which runs right down to Stouchsberg into Womelsdorf. 
On the way to the latter place, on the right is a well-kno\111, 
very ol~, stone church, with a tablet on it stating that Tobias 
Wagner, a Reformed Lutheran preacher, established the church 
about 1745. In the graveyard~ many Livingoods are interred,. 
old and young. 

I believe that farmer Livingood "ill tell you that an 
original family burial-ground once lay near his still-stand
ing home. We do not know him uoll for the reason that my 
father carried through life a bitterness against that man•s 
anc~stor, for it was he, the eldest son, who. claiming as was 
the right in Pennsylvania, two nortions of the ancestral 
estate, and suborning the t~elve appraisers wno did not even 
view the land. got control of the entire tract, whereas my 
unsuspecting infant ancestor never got anything. My father was 
a lanyer, who practiced for sixty years, ana he had many 
memories before he died in i9os~ at the age of 86. 

Upon arrival in ~omelsdorf~ you will see Dr.Le~is Livin
good1s office anti residence, a very old stone house~ but the 
office has a modern front~ and I am sure he will be glad to 
tell you about the mooexn Livingooas there. He is a delight
fUl fellow~ has a lovely \Ziife~ and as t.ne owner of many farms 
may be able to give you more information than I can~ because I 
d.o not, get 'home• very often on account of my business activi
ties in Cincmiati and elsewhere. If you have time, however~ 
he will oirect you how easily to retrace your stens, as it were, 
and by taking a certain street run out on a cement highway to 
the Sheaff Farm~ bear several of his own~ and that farm be
longs to me. It is a typical Berks County plant, the barn 
being ten times as im~ortant as the house. •Y farmer's name 1s 
John Troutman, third of tl1e generation to operate it on shares, 
and the father of ten or eleven children. He is also a very 
nice fellow, typically Pennsylvania Dutch, though he speaks 
English easily. I sincerely hope you ~111 not fail to see 
the ancestral home. after the family moved from New York 
State. One reason for going out to _my farm is that you cross 
the famous Creek, the Tulpehocken, - 1land of the sleeping 
turtle.• · 

There is a very old church on the outskirts of Womels-
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dorf (a-town of only about 1500, ~hich it ~as 50 years ago)~ 
f ouno.ed by Col. ilomelsclorf ~ 1.~ho fougAt ?:i tl1 Washington in the 
Revolution. A fe,t blocks irom Dr .L~\?ia Livingood.• s home 1s 
the original residence of Conrad Weiser, the great Indian 
1nte.t"preter. in tile centre of a beautiful pa,rlt preserved by a 
Society, t?hicn they t~ill l":ant you to join. Conrad iieiser J 

whose ~ame occupies a promin~nt place in the annals of Penn
sylvania~ had a daael1ter r-:ho m&rried tlle firs·, ~uehelenbarg, 
who came from Gen!lcJ.?i,y and es·taiJli shed the Lut11cran Olluroh in 
America. iie is )1e:t.l kno~,n to us oecause the first de~d re-
corded in Be.rks Oo1mty in 1753 t:as that of m,y scalped ances
tor. but Weiser had to firs·t make a translation into English 
before the Recorder r.ould accept 1t, 1 ______________________ .__ 

LJ!-TTER iiiOa CHARLtS J. LIVINGOOD: 

•ky family were amo~ the first of those who were planted 
by "1een Anne, afte.r thelr ai11ful Winte:r~ the coldest every ex~ 
pe.rienced~ of 1709, Y,;hcn the, 1..=erc enoa1uped. about London, bav
ing fled from Alsace to esc·u-oe t~1c i~yra.11r1y o! H1s iA.ost Cat.ho
lic liajesty-, lCing L0ui~ XIV of Frannf-j v1.~.o, y-nu will remember. 
took Str.assburg about 1686. Our a.ncestral. home was then at 
Sc.halkendorf. · They v~ere Protestan'•; c. l'he family tradi tiori has 
it (for there are no letttrs ex-tan,;) that we uere among those 
badly treated by L1v,.n1ston in i:hat af-terti&rda became Hew York 
State. We claim 0111· brnnnl~ of the ~amily migrated at one time. 
In anger, they trekked to Schoharie•_ just below Schenectady, 
and were led by tho :famous Oor~ad Weiser. the most intelligent 
inter,,reter in the Colony, i~to the Tul~chocken district,where 
we Livingoods still live~ but long before the town of Reading 
was laiu out by Willia:a Penn:s sona. __ 

Of courso. other Livirigoods we know came on English 
ahi-pa and were lancied on tlle sb.cres of the Delaware, and un
fortunately many of them bore the name of John or Jacob (Johan 
or Jakob). It is hard to identify~ 1mriied1ato ancestry for 
this reason. ror nine generations my ancestors bore one or 
the other of those t~o nemes, but I have tied them all up in 
my only son., and tho only one of many John Livingooc.s I know, 
he beari~g the name of John Jacob Livingood. 

_ I d\ig up trouble when I found tbat house in Scha}ken
dorf. with its wonderful courtyard enclosing the gardens, for 
•ome of our title pa~ers refer to one John Jacob LivingooQ (or 
Leib-und-Gut) who built it~ as tile Town Records show# in 1725. 
I have a t>hotogra~h of this house, and have often eaten apples 
and pears from the large orchard near it. so I lite to think 
that be m&Y have been our ancestor. He may ilaYe come over. 
however, as late as 1733 (another well--known migration of 
Llvingoods). Ky father always 1na1ated, however, that ae waa 
a collateral; that the tradi t1on has it that we were of those 
who came clown the Susquehanna to its source. trekked across 
to t~e Tuloehocken Creek and aett1ed on what is still known as 
the Li vinlOod Fara. of 600 acres. On that farm. and in a 
aeai-by Lutheran Church, there 1-ere manr burials, with tomb-
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stones that run back to the mi~:(Jle of ti1e 18th Century. 
So there \;;·o are, v~i th that ir.anortant matter still 

unsettled, But we aave no doubt that ali the snellings you 
enumerate a.re 6.cxivc(L from the same v1orc'is~ •Leib" (bodyJ. 
•und' (and), - "Gut" or 11Gut11° (goods; i.e. 1611ter•), which 
we think cxnresscs a noble thought of all S~iss that •My 
life anl rr.y goocts are ·yours till death•. It seems to be an 
abstract ap~ellation, but ta.ken over actually by that great 
hero v:-ho lived about ihe time of Arnold. \;-inckelreid, - one 
Count von Bubcnberg, ,,hose castle still stands and ~~hich I 
visited often. I sha.11 o.o my best to find a reprint or copy 
of the family crest~ although I fear it ~ias 1dug ¥P' (as my 
host, a olotb merchant in Berne frankly confessed) at an 
armorial college. He believ3s that ~-e are all related. He 
bes.rs the name 1Leib-und.-Gut 1• My father was al'i1ays known 
as •if you understund German) 1der Clleck Levegood1 • We used 
to tr.it aim about th.is, but Ae said it uas a familiar term of 
endearment~ - the 'Jake Livingood' put into the dialect. ii.y 
father~ who oecame a very prominent la~yer, practiced sixty 
years, anc vias for forty years Presi<icnt of the Bar Associa
tion of Rea~ing, Pa.~ so later in life he compelled us boys to 
talk 500d English.• 

- - -- - - - -
GRAV£STOle;S AT ii~, HANOV~il LUTliEJW: CHURCH (Swamp Church): 

"lda G. Levengood~ 1890-1923. 
Samuel Lievcngood; born April?. lfl>O; died JulY 3. 

1883. 
Anna Lievengood~ \1ife of Samuel Lievengood, and 

daughter of 1~ichael anri Catherine Egolf, dieCl 
JUly 24, 1853. 

~ary Ann Stichter. daughter of Samuel and Anna Lieven
good. 

Mary Bickel, born Levenzood; born May 15~ 1787; died 
Nov .as~ 1883. 1 

-----------------------
GRAVESTO?J1CS IB TRAPf:i!; CRURCtlYARD, Tra-ppe, tiontgomery Co., Pa: 

•Francis A. Livengood, 
Sarah D t. Livengood, 
Henry B. Livengood, 

SIGN IN POTTSTO\iN ~STAURANT: 

1849-1918. 
1851-1922. 
1871-1881. a 

(1934) 

11Levengood 1s Real Churned Buttermilk, Pottstown# Pa. 11 

HISTORY OF llE:UCS COtmTY~ Pa.: 
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•John Livingooti, father of-Jacob B., born Jan.13,1820, 
in the ola homestead at Tulneilocken; .~arried liiss Betdorf. 
Children i~e~e John, Cyrus, Jacob B.; Tnomas, Jialinda, Levi, 
Lavina a.nci Eli. . 

1William H. Livingood, born Auril 5, 1837. a lawyer, 
doed Octobe£ 22, 1906. · 

nw. ~. Livingood~ u.D.~ born A~ril 13, 1876. 

0TRAPF~-cHURoR, -built-1743. - OorneritOile 1·atd 1.la.y 2, 
1743. Rev. Henry Kelchior iiuhlenberg, upon his arrival from 
Ger~ny became the Pastor, and 1 t nas he who built the church 
in 1743. 

11£~. H.ABOVER CHIRCH ·r;a,s long knor.-n as 1 Sv;~ O.nuroh•. 
It was the earliest to be established in America. Justus 
Falkner~ first ~stor, came there in 1703. (Falkner's 
s~amo, Be~ Hanover, Pa.) 

• ------------------
ff JACOB LOE:~lMGUTH, ~ho came to this country in 1710, 

was born in Schalkendorf. in Alsace, and was the son of Freder
ich Liebe~t, who lived at Aarr:a.ngen, near Langenthal, Oanton 
of Bern. Sw tzerland, and left there in 1653~ after the Pea
sants• ~ar, in which he took nart. 

He uas one of the t>&rty of Germans sent by the Bri
tish Board of Trade to LiVingston kanor. in the Province of 
lew Tort. to manufacture tar and naval stores. to cover the 
cost of their tranaportation. · 

He nas located in one of the tovns in West Camp. 
above the nrescnt Oity of X1ngston, on the Hudson River. in 
what was then a part of the ~anor of Livingston, on bota a1Qes 
of the Hudson River below Albany. After three yeaza of 'toil 
and hardship. ana the failure of Governor Hunter of the Pro
vince of Bew York to keep his contract with the settlers. in 
1713 they left the Oam-os and worked their way through the 
wilderness to the Schoharie lands. a beautifUl country south
west of Albany, in the southern part of what is now the Mo
hawk Valley. in Schoharie County, - the ~estern foothills _of 
the Catskill ~ountains. 

T4is Schoharie land Eas nromised them by Queen Anne 
of England, who was interested in them as refugees from their 
distressed Fatherland, and had been given to the Queen by a 
grou~ of Indian Chiefs who were in London when the refugees 
from~Germany•a Palatinate were camped outside the city. After 
ten years of labor in conquering the forest, the settlers were 
driven out and the settlement caused to be abandoned, by a 
combination of land speculators who had been favored by the 
Bew York Provincial Government. 

Jacob Loewenguth was one of the groUp of settlers 
who in 1723 cut through the forest to the head-waters of the 
Susquehanna, down which they worked their way to the Province 
of rcnnsylvania. They ended their Journey at the mouth of 
Swatara Oreet. and from there moved into and settled the 
Tul~ehocken-reg1on of Berks County. 
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,, Jacob Lowcnt,-utb.' s family conr;isted of his ,1if e ~ 
Karga_retha, a.no three children: Ja.00b 1 Anna liargaretha and 
Anna Ba.rbara. In the early -part of Anril. 1758. a party of 
Indians took the settlement~ and Jacob Locwenguth and his wife 
were kille~~ a~4 sc~lpcd. Anna Ba.rbara and Arma Margaretha, 
who was the ~ife bf Jacob Fehler. uith t~o of her children. 
~ere carried away captive by the Indians, and nothing was ever 
heard of them. Ja.cob Loo1~cngutl1, Jr., the son~ escaped the 
attack. 

In relation to the engraving in this volume of the 
History of Berks County of a grou~ of daguerrotypes of Dr. 
John B. Livingood~ who practiced in Womelsdorf from 1812 to 
1872, and his six sons, the originals of which were taken in 
1852. on the occasion of the tieparture of Dr. John !.Livingood, 
one of the sons, for California, we are interested in the five 
generations of the family in this country. wnich is as follows: 

A. Jacob Loewenguth, farmer. died 1758. 
B. Jacob Loewenguth. Jr.~ ciied 1788. 
c. John Li vingoo.d. farmer. died 1845; married 

Elizabeth Bricker. 
D. John B. Livingood, Doctor~ died 1872; married 

Elizabeth Treon. 
E. James c. Livingood, Doctor, died 1881. 

Jacobs. Livingood, Lawyer, died 1906. 
John T. Livingood. Doctor, died 1852. 
Kicbael T. Livingood, Doctor. died 1900. 
Louis A. Livingood, Doctor. died 1899. 
William H. Livingood, La~7cr, oied 1906. 1 

IOTJ!:: (by ,1riter) ------------
To this should be acic1.ed tile further generation, as 

elsewhere noted, as follows: 

r. Charles J. Livingood, Engineer, Cincinnati, o. 
G. John Jacob Livingood, Cincinnati, O, 

-----------
HISTORY OF BERKS COUNTY, Pa.: 

1Andrew J. Levengood~ born ~arch 14th, 1866~ at Hazle
ton, Pa •• son of UilliSJil Y. and ~argaret (Corbett) Levengood. 

William B. Leveneood~ iron worker. Douglass Township. 
Berks County, Pa., born Jan. 22, 1877, son of Samuel and 
Elizabeth (Brunner) Levengood, and grandson of David Leven-.. gooa.. 

Franks. Livingood, born at Reading, Feb. 24, 1855, 
grandson of Dr. J0 hn B. Livingood and son of Jacob Seltzer and 
Lucy Jane (Shalter) Livingood. Attended private and public 
schools and higil school for tl;o years. He attended Phillips 
Acaaemy at Al;ldover_ !-:ass. for 3 years and was graduated vlth 
the Class of 1872. He attended Ho~ard College for 4 years, 
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graduating ~-i th tb.e Clasa of 1876. L:r. Livingood stu"ied law 
in the office of his fatl1er, Jacob S. Livingood, at Reading, 
and ,1as u<Jmittoo. to the Bar of Berks County in August, 1879, 
and nas been in continuous nraotice since his acimission. 

John E. Livingood. K.D., ~om at ~~omelsdorf ~ August 
1st. 1889. Member of Williamson Lodge, r. & A.K •. and Reading 
Consistory~ A.A.S.R., 330. 

Louis Jacob Livingood, K. D., a practitioner of 
Womelsdorf since 1920, 1s a member of the fourth generation of 
Livingood& ~ho have practiced in this vicinity for a period of 
over. a century. ,:iilliamson Loclge, F. & A.~.• Reading Consis
tory~ 320, and Rajah Temole, A.A.O.H.K.s. 

· Jacob B. Li vingoocl, born July 7 • 184? • at Ebling• s 
.kill, Bethel Toiinship~ Berks County. 

DOTE: - . 
Peter Livingood, the grandfather of Jacob B,~ 

served 7 years in the Revolutionary ~ar. after which great 
strugele he asRistad in arresting the Tories, t.ransnorting 
tllem to 08nada. He married a Ues SandSIIOf Jlontgoinery 
County. and to them here born six chil~ren. Jacob was the 
grand.father of Jacob B.• Samuel (~ho resided near Livin
good' s Kill~ in Tul-pehoc!ten 'l'o,msh!p) and 1:as a farmer all 
his life, <iying at the age of 67; Y.aomas, also a resident 
of Tuloehocken 'l'o\mship., near the old mill, who later re
moved to Iowa~ -:.here he diod ~hen. 75 years of age; Eli. 
who resided in Kcycrsto~n> Lebanon County, ~ho served 
tcrougb the Ucxicnn uar unciar-Gcneral Scott an Captain of 
Artillery; a dau.gl1tor., r1ho married John Artz, a farmer of 
Tulpehocken Tomishll,# ant! died at 78; lt:rs. Baum, who re.. 
sided in Lancaster County~ antl diad at an advanced ago. 

Jacob Livingood. grand.fata.er of Jacob B. • was a 
miller, and resided at t~e old homestead in Tulpehocken Tovn
s41p until his death 1n 1853. aged 58 rears, 11 months_ 22 
days. Tr,elve children (married killer): John, Elizabeth, 
George, Thomas, Jacob. Sarah, Catherine, Lydia, Lucy, l\ary and 
Isaac.• 

- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -
•CHARLES JACOB LIVIHGOOD. 3rd son of Jacob S. and Lucy 

(Shalter) Livingood. Born Reading, Pa. Feb.ruary 6~ 1866. At
tended Harvard, graduated 1888. Travalod abroad and. took up 
a residence in Paris. Attended the Sorbonne and College de 
France. Then returned home and spent a year surveying in the 
Rocky l.ountnins and on the 'Dlains of Colorado. Later he 
settled in Cincinnati. and became a member of various clubs in 
tnat city. Married in 1896 to Lily Brate: (?) of Cincinnati. 

In 1904, ar. Livingood took his family abroad for an 
indefinite stay. PursuinG~the genealogical investigations 
begun oy his father, he visited Alsace-Lorraine, and estab
lished conclusivelJ by consultation of the Parish records 
of SCHALKEBDORF (a small hamlet about 25 miles northnest of 
Strassburg) that the family of Livingood (or Liebengut or 
Lcinuncgut, as it is variously spelled in the old papers). 
while German-s~cakine Lutherans. were but sojourners on the 
Rhine, for they resided there only from 1655 to about 1725, 
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joine,5◄ t11u Palatine e;c;;igrstion to Schoharie County~ 
ano thence movt-:d ;·.'i th the exodus led by Oouad 
tile Tulnchooken <}istrict of P,Jnnf1ylvania. 
The Livine;oofs, o.oco:r<~ing to C11t~.r1cs Jacob Livin-

goo,~, ar~ S,1iss. They ?41.gratcd to Alsace after the Thirty 
Years ~~ar from Aar~~an~en~ Xanton Bern, s·~·1itzerland. where the 
recoi·ds si1or; the fazi;ilf name, usually a Hans or a Jakob,baok 
to 1550. It is spclle(: in s,;itzcrlr.:.nc. to-day thus, as it has 
bc~n for all thcso Centuries, 1Leibuncigut 1 , und is ,11 thout 
dou~t taken fro~ the declaration mnte by the famous S~iss 
patriot. Count Von Bubcnberg: 

•MIi LEIB mt GUT IST ~UlR ~IGEi BIS D~N TOD.• 

-------------------------
•FRANK s. LIVInGOOD~ a descend.ant of one of tho early 

settlers of Barks County~ though originally S~iss, the Loc·.ien
guths or Laibundguts~ migrated to this country from Alsace. 
wnere thoy lived for over 70 years, in th~ to~m of Schalkon
dorf, near Strassb1ttg. ur. Livingoo~•s ancestor, John Jacob 
Loowenguth4' arrived in lfe, . ...- York in 1708, e.nd after residing 
a number of years in Schoharie County, mi&rated to and settl
ed in Tulp!hocken To~nship~ Bor~s County. in 1727. 

nARVEY D. LEVEllGOOD, Dorn October» 1880 at Earl
ville, Pa., son of liatthias R. and i11zabeth (Davidhoisor) 
Levengood. His father is a f~rmcr of Earlville 1 Earl Town-
ship. Berks County4' Pa. _ 

A. L. LEV.&;NGOOD, is a trustee of Ra.jab Temple, Anoion· 
Arabic Order1 Dobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Reading, Pa. 

------------------------
PHILADELPHIA CITY DIRl?!CTOnY: 

•Anna Livingood. 
Harry F. Livingood. 
Henrietta Livingood.• 

------------------------
LETTERS OF PROF. SIDllEY LAl\MNOE LEViliGOOD 1 The Gradua.tc 

College# Princeton Univeroity. Princeton, B.J. (Profes
sor of Modern Languages): 

11The name of Levengood is German, and not of Dutch 
origin4' and goes back in various forms to the German name~ 
•Liebenguth•• found still I believe in Alsaoe-Lorraine,from 
~hich my first Americanized ancestor came about 1740. In 
burying grounds in and about PottstoTm, Pa. the name is found 
~1th numerous spellings from the original German form to the 
present., Some of the Livingootis claim descent from an early 
form., 1Lor~engut' ; others FR01. THI!; ~XPRl!:SSIOI 'Leib und Gut•. 
I believe in s,~1tzerland the form 1Lebengut • is also kno,m 
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to-day. It is possible taat tho Dutch form, 'Lievegocd•, 
as you sar it on· a sign over a place of ouoincs~ in 
Amsterdam, Holland, may have come from th.-:: German. As there 
is so much cvict~nco uointing to Alsace-Lo~raine and $\~itzer
land, from ..,~·hat some of tl1c Livingoods haive told me, I rather 
assumG that the Du.tea name~ if connected~ came from tbere and 
not tac G~rman from the Dutch. But that is only hyl)Othosis, 
so far as I knon. 

M.y ~atl1er; Rev. James Ohaz·lcs Levengood, of Berwyn. 
Pa. and mr uncles, one of Tihom lives 1n Brooklyn (John H. 
Levengood} have attended Levengood reunions about Reading. but 
I have not been 'Cresent • so that I have not much d~}tailed in
formation. My great-grandfather~ John Levengood, moved from 
th~ neighborhood of Pottstown to Honey Brook. Pa. shortly 
after 1820. '.rne earliest spsllin~ l:hich r-:e know, from the 
Pottstovm vicinity, is 1Liebenguth 1 , ~hich you ~ill find in 
the gra.ve-yards of that region." 

------------------------
L£TTER OF DR.B.B.LEV1!MGOOD, Bell,-:oocl, Pa.: 

- •The family tradition is that t»o brothers came from 
Baden, Germany, anu fouf~ht in the Revolution. after,,arde 
settling in Lancaster County. The family name is frequent in 
Berks. Lebanon, iic)ntzomery and Lancaster Oounties, variously 
spelled 'Levengood', 'Livingood•~ 'Livengood' and 1Lev1D.good1 , 
but sttpposed to be of one original stock. There is an organiz~ 
ation centering in Rea4ing. Pa. t~at holes annual reunions and 
has, I believe, a rather complete register of the family. An 
inquiry mi~ht be mace of Dr.John E. Livingood. Rea.ding. or 
from my sister, !as. Eva c. ffickersham (nee Levengood). 114 
Walnut street, Pottstown. I am a native of Berks County.a 
~ 

------------------------
14EY1'..r?SDAL.~ "'tEPUBLICAN., a Ne;vs-paper published at Meyersciale,Pa: 

1 A xeunion of the Levengood family was held at Salisbury, 
Pa.• (Mcycxsdale is on the Casselman River. in Somer
set County~ Pa., directly south of J0hnstown, and near 
the Maryland State Line.)• 

--~----------------------
L£TTiR FOOii •RS. EVA O. :;,ICXERSHAM~ Pottstown, Pa. (nee Leven

good.): 

1~y father saia his family came from Hesse, in Germany. 
I do not know the date. His great grandfather. ~1th several 
brothers, came from ~hat is now Fruitville. liontgomery County, 
and settled a large tract of land in ,~hat is nor, kno'Wn as 
Pinc Forge. Derks County. Pa.• 

-------------------------
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By 

Charles J.Livingoodj 
2766 Baker Place~ ... 
Cincinnati~ Ohio. 

(Dedicated to my tare~ children, Josephine Lytle 
Hall, Elizabeth Livingood iicGuire, anci to my 
only son. John J. Livingood.) 

43 

1 !he 11v1ngoods r.cre originally Swiss. their name 
Leib~und-Out. The family history ilas been traced back many 
hundreds of years_. 

Ky father thought we uere Germans¼ He had p0si
tive proof of this in some parchment deeds for lands near 
strassburg.a Probably also because all his other ancestors. 
the Seltzers and Treons~ were from Alsace, being of the great 
migration to America in the early yea.rs of the 18th Century. 

1 • They certainly all talked German. Your grandfather, 
Jacob S. Livingood., could not speak English until about teL., 
but we children merely understood Qe1,nan and our father aE a 
lawyer spoke and wrote the most ~cr!ect English. Your z~and
mother could speak the Pennsylvania Dutch, but did so only to 
the housemaids and tradesmen. At Harvazd I· studied German 
under Benjamin I. lfneeler, a nh1lolog1st, who later became 
~resident of Berkeley University, California. Professor 
Wheeler often had me in hiR room to hear u.e read in Plitt 
Deutsch, and said that the language sn0ken by my ances ors 
was douctless the basis of ~hat Luther fixed.as High German 
by his translation of the Bible. Ho was especially amused 
at our use of the dativa case~ e.g., 1The~e is to me three 
ohtetens. 1 My father loved especially to read out loud 
the poems of Robert Burns, because so many words are like the 
German (doubtless Saxon). He also \"iould read us books in tb.e 
S;Qlapbe, of which there ~ere a fe~. 

a. These very imoortant »a~ers, roal, crinkly. oily 
sheepskin parchment, arc in my safe deposit box, giYen me ~y 
my father, who doUbtless held them as a· lawyer interested 1n 
genealogy for the family. 'l'h~y ar~ most difficult to de
cipher. being ,,ritten in old German. longhanci, but the ink has 
not even yet faded. They run as follows: 

(1) January 2. 1669, Ulrich ICrimrner to Hanz Leibenguth. 
1burfher from Schalkendorf•. • · 

2) October as. 1673, Weyland and Schneiderisch to Hanz 
Leibenguth. 

(3) Se~tember 13. 1687. one Al.berth to Peter Liebenguth. 
1bur5her zu Schalkendorf. 1 

(4) January 12. 1692# Hans Leibenguth to Hans Peter 
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Leiocn~th, •nis btJlovcc. o::.·otilcr, a bacnelor. 

1 
(5) January 3, 1695 1 one :;allner to I-iana Peter 

Lo~en~tb~ a bachelor. . 
8 \6) Juno 14~ 1700~ one Scncckcn to H~ns ?etor Lowen. 

gutb. •the -,:cll•ltno~ Hans Peter- L!,vcnguth. bur~her zu 
Schalkcndc,rf I e.nd · .hi.s _ i.-if a ~a_.rga.r<.;tha? .. 

(7) Jl'J1Uc1...ry 22-• 1724, Ht.tnz F~i tll to Je.cob t,gi:oneuth •. • 
_ All these \·;ere for smnll trncts, many of tnc~ vine-

yards. probaoly long •. naxrow strips .running up the· hill. as 
they arc platted even to--Ciay~ and they perpetuate a custom of 
the early Roman settler~. _ This gives Alsace that appcara.noo 
of a great truck garden, ::1th no fences, no one daring to 
dosooil his neighbo.r•o crons. 
_ - lo~adnys. ~hilc ~c preserve our tioc4s. the best 
proof.of o~nership 1Jca in the Recorder1s office at the 
coun~y49scat·. court-houso •. , But in tile old. days. as in Eng
land• ueeti.s \:fere ca.rofully llreservcd, even after the Oimcr had 
diVesied il111ac1t of tho _pro-ocrty. anc en exact co~y tlleroot 
de~ositod in some archive, both original and oo~y being ~adc 
by the same aand on one sheet of ~arcbment. and tacn cut ap
art. leaving the indented, wriggling line so that the two can 
easil-, be r&1Ctchod-. • 

-- .. - - - - -
THE 0 F OUit A Ii C Z S T O R S 

(I.) S OH AL ICE I DC R r. 

•l am ·the first of_ tho Li v1ngoods to have hunted up 
the f&ftlily in Alsace. It ~.ias in 1905, though r,e have all 
been tncre a number of times since, and you know how beauti
ful the country 11 1 - •just like Berks County, Pennsylvania.• 
~Y father had given me come of the parchment deeds for small 
tra.cts of land there, t7hich he had. a1i,a1a ke-pt in his safe, 
as well as title papers to ~ropcrty in tho City of Albany. 
B.Y. 

I took these deeds to the capital. St%assburg# and 
hoped easily to find our sunposed native town, ScbaJ.kend.orf. 
(We boys used to ~in quarters from my father for oeing able 
to spell it.) But farnily tradition had it incorrectly; it 
was tr.enty-five and not five miles a~ay from Strassburg. 
First, however~ at the Royal Archives I found the actual 
•other half' of my deo~s proven by their indenture. Also 
th-0 chief librarian 0 ermitted me to look at the mas, kept for 
centuries, of a record covering all the murders committed in 
the province. My uncles had warned my father that this search 
for the family wou1,1 end in finding one of us on the gallov:s! 
It ,~as a great satisfaction not to find the name of Livingood 
or ita Euronean equivalent. 

I could not locate the nlaoe. Schalkendorf,on the 
maps. At Strassburg I took a train at random, met a drummer 
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who \'las ;oing to Obarmoc.crn, near ~:=nich lies Sc!lalkeno.orf, 
to ,.nicn I ~alked, a dista.nco of ctbout t\,'O mi!es~ til.c road 
lc~din; tarou~11 very ric11 fields of gra.in and un nast vineyard 
cov~rcd ~1~11s ( 1fleoken 1 , a.s t!1ci ere called ~n .. our~ title 
uapers; ,~at is, •sunny slopes•., Upon r&acning tno tohn~ 
I ~~:as soon surroun<lcd by -ocasa.nt -;~omen ano. children (the men 
r;ez·e at ~-.-ork), :.hoin I foUil.d myself able to talk ~:i th because 
their ~ialect still closely rcsc~blcs •B~rks County Dutch.' 

At the end of the long main stract stooti the Luther
an Cnu.rch, but~ alasJ less than t\10 huncirod years old, and so 
of DO use for my inquiries. But I \:as taken into soveral 
tofs. that is, - homes. 1:·!lich consist of a resilence reached 

hrough a t>assage1:ay into u courtyard surrouno0<1 by house and 
farm buildings of all sorts~ forming a hollon square; all 
very ~icturesque, much stucco ano beam ~ork~ with sentiments 
ca.rvea on the beams, suo.n as 'God -protect this house from 
fire· and storra•. One of these you ~--111 hear of later. This 
is the tyne of house tl1at ono fincis all over Central Europe, 
especially in the Balkans. iJithin hia courtyard eYery farmer 
felt safe f:ro'Iil marauders in the days before there \"iere f1ra--
arms and cannon. He could holti out for many woeks. as his 
we.ter sup~ly and. food :~e.ce in tils unclosure. just as in the 
early stockades erected against tne In~ians on our frontier. 

w4at interested my father in ~Y first letter nome 
~as tbe re~ort of tac neo~le 1 s names1 ~ the Valentines, ~rz
holfs, etc:, ~~ich still prevail in Tulpcaooken To~nship! 
The name 1TU1-ne-ha\r-ka• 1.1aens in the Indian language~ •the 
land of the sleenina turtle,• a noetical way of saying it is 
flat. -

I naturally sought cveryvrhcre for information 
about our fatiily in Alsace, walking the five kilometers to 
Buohswciler, tho county seat of t~e cistrict of Zabern, a 
small but vory important town in its day, for it was once 
the court residence, tho11:3h the buildings no~ facing the 
square seem rather plain for royalty. A monument before them 
states that on Uay a. 1700 the Countess of Hanau-Lichtenberg, 
ancestress of Emperor Wil~.ier! I anc his queen, Augusta, ~"ias 
born there. 

l also visited ~tteno.orf, Altdeckondorf, llornmcnhein1 

because the Leibenguts of" darly days pickoa their v,ives from
these attractive villages. They arc all ouite near Schalken
dorf or Obermodcrn. I 1.~alked also to Pfaffenhofen~ ~utzen
dorf and Ipgy~eilcr, but gleaned vsry little. thouBh this ex
cursion enabled me to sec t~o site of the famous castle of 
the Licht~nborgs., tho rulers of our peoulc two centuries ago. 

The story of tl1e Lichtenb.crgs 1 s worth telling as 
typical of those mighty German barons who ~ade their sons 
bishops, performed ffiilito.ry services for the E~exor and liv
ed unon the fat of the land vhion they acquired by force of 
arms·or treachery from tho peasants or from their feeble 
ncigJ1bors. 'l'he old L1chtcnberg castle at Buclls,,ciler r.as 
orected in 1659, about tnc time our ancestors came into 
Alsace, but ~ras supplant~d by a muoi1 less imposing building, 
now the public library. 
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1 The Reformation ~as introduced into Alsace quite 
early. Lutheran missionaries suoke in the then ~ell-known 
Catholic Cat.nedral at Strassburg~ begun in 12'7'1. So tllat at 
Obe1:!9dern. my railroad station. ·looking for possible records 
of our family I went to the parsonage of the village church 
to see the minister~ Pfarrer Adama ~ith my letter of intro
duction to the libraries of Eurooe. stating that I was trust
worthy, from lir. Taft~ the Secretary of uar. 

The old pastor readinz it said, •?tell, who is this lilr. 
Taft? I don •t kno~ ilim. 1 •what! 1 I said, •You don 1t 
know the Secretary of ~a~ of the United States1 1 'lo~ I 
don •t. Do you know:: the na.r11c of tile German laniater of li'ar? • 
The joke t-:as on me~ and :.ir. Taft llas often chuckled over this 
story. saying that our influence as a corld no~er evidently 
had not reached Alsace yet. ~ _ 

rf4en I asked tho Pfarrer if I could eee·the church 
records~ he refused absolutely~ even though I showed him one 
of our parchment deeds. He was afraid, he sa.id .• t4at I ~oulci 
c.laim some land of ills poor people 6 ·or else tell them ,.1.ld 
tales of money coming to them in .America. · 

•Bo,• I s·aid, 1 I am here merely to find out about my 
family. Do tell me ~here you keep tae church records.• 
'That is my business#• he replied. T'aen l nleadcd· with him, 
explaining that my father, ,;;ho 11s.s eighty-? our years old and 
almost totally blind, ~ith little to occupy his leisure.would 
be sorry to know I had gotten to Alsace anc yet could not show 
by authent-1c records whom r.e i:erc. This touched :a1m. He 
then confided that the books were kept under his bed unstairs. 
and, calling his wife~ ~hom he acdressed in French. thinking 
I knew only German an~ English. he said 6 

1W1fe, pretend to be 
dusting tho furniture ~hil3 I am gone. I cannot trust this 
young fellolf. 1 

But he brought down the original record of births. 
marriages and deaths from 1629 to 1700. Holciing it open close
ly before Mm on the te.blc and turning the leaves rapiuly ,he 
said, 'You see; tnere arc no Livingoods.• 1Ycs.• I said. 
•there is one now.• ano nro~uced a deed with the name spelled 
exactly as the one before him. 

Turning over ue saw many anotaor Leibengut mentioned, 
- so m~y that the old man finished by saying, 1This is tire
some. I can do no more. At a:n,y rate. there a.re no Livingoods 
here nou. • So I got up as though to go and thanked him~ 
dropping a gold piece in his ~and 'for his pe,or•. This broke 
do~n ais fears and rese:ve. He begged me to sit down again, 
and we found so many rofcrenccs I suggcstod~hat during the 
coming ainter he a.atecble them all, ,;hich he did, and in tho 
iintcr of 1906 I received a tamily tree with fiiJY mentions 
of Leibe~ts, Liebenroits, Lowe~ths, and final y seve:ral 
Leib-und-Uts1 and to my·amazemeil aiid consternatl on I found 
that the original Livingood.a r.ere recorded simply as John and 
freaerick, two brothers, who must have arrived~ married, about 
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tlle mi(:dle of tne 17th C~ntury, anc. that tilcy :-Jere S I I S S! 
The first ~ntry is that of the birta~ July 25, 1655, of Johan~ 
son of Friatierich LciiJengut 1 a.nd Anna, rho alroao.y had a 
daughter callee Veronica. 

Bou. rilly di·u they leave ~.:·itzerlanci? 
History says that at toe close of the Thirty Years 

War (1648) the conquerors of Alsace invited people of nearby 
states to resettle the dcvastateo territory. Louis XIV, in 
1660. offered froc lano and wood for houses. witn no taxes 
for six years. 

- - - - - - -You will recall our famous visit to Obcl'IIOdorn. 
Tnere -;~·as a young, neit patrEor in charge, ~;c ~:ere told by the 
~easants. but he ~as away. We "er~ received politely by ids 
wife ano their t~o children. You rcm~mber the marvelous 
tea on the lo.un, ~:hich extondod. back to the banks of the tiny 
~. (Jr:y father once tole. me that your Uncle Louis~ nro-
oiDI'i as far back as the mimmer of 1890~ ~ot- into this n~lgh~ 
borhood# for he ~rota of seeing the river. but I doubt if be 
ever found the parsonage or h.e ;1oulci aavc f ollowcd tile matter 
Up as I did.) 

You remember I asked ~hat had bocomo of the marble 
shaft tbat stood on tile front latiDa taus darkening tho 
-paator•s study, for it \;as a tall 1<1enkmal 1 on a huge pedes
iai. to co11Semoratc the fact thai here Oror-n_Prince Freder
ich slcnt before the Battle of liorth in the J'ranoo-Prusoia.n 
Waz. I \~anteri to kno,.· .,llere it not, was. (Tllis. you re .. 
member was in 1928). Our hostess replied quietly, but uith 
a twinkle in b.er eye, tb&t ~hen the French came through here 
in 1914 they took a ghoulish delight 1n knocking it over~ . 
which was easily done. because after all it was only plaster. 
We sa~ the broken pieces in t4c pig~sty~ but ono could otill 
sec the gilt letters telling of Gorman,•s former glory. I 
have always regretted t~at ~c did not buy the capstone,uhich 
finished in a cro~n, or bargain at least for one of the German 
eagles so carefully carved, aoparcntly. in brown marble. 

In 1930~ I vent there a third time~ by motor~afior 
ilaving visited again our ao~e in St";itzcrland, so I vas cager 
to know if the church records nere still under the bed. Tho 
pastor received me with much effusion, for be had written for 
money to •restore the Schalkendorf church', and was hoping I 
had come to make gifts. So ·he drove me over~ to im-press me 
111th their needs, but I could sec nothing ,;anting excent a few 
barge boards that nad rotted a~ay under tho· roof. I fancy he 
thought I ,.ould donate a better and bigger organ. To this end 
he introduced me to the leading citizens, but as I did not 
respond he we.s furious by the time lie got back to the house. 

Bore the \tifc, as usual, had set out refreshments, 
and upon my plainly asking where the records ~ore now, I could 
bear him saying to her under his breath in another language, 
forgetting that I kne~ both, •Keep quiet and let him find out 
for himself~• and o~ visit then torcinated &~~untly. I 
l~!K-fflc!!"! ~utside tilat t:1e u.uthoritiee had re1t0vcti nu.r nrecioue 
boek to t:1~--- onun'ty n=nt, Rucnaveilez, so tnet it 1s nou safe. 
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. 8c~~~kenctorf, as I learned by the records. was found~ 
ed by monks in the 8th Century, and must have been an import
ant village, because history aaye that in 1635 it ~:as complete
ly nestroyed. not one stone loft upon another~ a veritable 
cust heap, o.s \le sar so often, you rer'1c1:1ber • in the dcvastat--
ed regions of France. :iolves ho11lcd. about th~ vacant 
streets. The l)()Verty of the fc~:, peasants \;no escaped r!as so 
great that they \:ero foi~ed to eat even the bodies of maraud-
ers found hanged upon crosoes by the roacsi,e! Rcoembcr 
also the.t during the Franco-Prussitn ;tar in 1870, i<>si of the 
1mportpt battles ,:ere fought near Schal~en6orf, lorth, 
Z,Ieibrllcken, etc. · 

' 
lot much fishting took place in Alsace during tho 

World War~ because tho French1 fearing an invasion from that 
quarter, imcediately plo11ted powerful guns on the Yosgas 
Ji.ountains~ 1:hich overlook ou:r country~ and this turned the 
Germans to-;,1ard Verdun. You knor: ,:bat happened taere: a 
million lives lost~ an(:. even at th.a.t the Oro1:.-n Prince could 
not take the stronghold. 

But Alsace rias not at all times a field of battle and 
carnage. trncre r,cra !Jany lone, peaceful intervals. o.uring 
~hich the country prospered under tae thrifty peasants. 
Goethe in 1770~ r..·hen only t\·1enty, ,~ent to Strassburg to study 
law, and on a visit :11th tllo of llis friends ~s especially 
attracted by the beauty of the scene from Buchswe11er. 
Arthur Young, VJho in 1788 ~,rote 111A great ciasslc ~ •Un Voyage 
en France~ 1 -;;llich gives nuch a valuable picture of France 
just before the Great Revolution, upon reaching Zabe111, the 
milita.ry capitaJ.. re1:1arka: 1I am in Germany! It is not at 
all French country. !tot one in a hundrthi speaks French. I 
ha.d crossed. a range of :;iountains (probably the Vosges) and 
suddenly came unon a oc0ple entirely oiffcrcnt from the 
French in ideas~ langllage~ custocs, prejuuices, habits.• He 
speaks of the land lying about Stre.soburg as 1the most beauti
ful country in fertility anQ cultivation that one can find in 
France~ co:wparable onlt i,1tl1 Flanders,• 

Some uay you must read tbs char~ing idyll of Goethe's 
first love in Alsace. On taG occasion of that Yiait, in 
1770. he was taken to Sessenhcim, ano introduced to the two 
daug~tera of the Protestant uastor. Fredc~icka Brion became 
his s~ectheart• in feet. Goethe says that he had a preoenti
ment tbat in tho o.iroction of Scsscpl1eio lay his fate. In
deed, he socmed ara,m to tdat si~~le village on the plain. 
one of many in ~/aich your ancestors foun( thoir happiness. 
He and ilis oom-oanions \ierc on tneir first three-weeks holi-
day from school. It ,1ae Eastar ~;eek. They visitec. all the 
places of note: Buchs1.1cilcr, S§lverne, the castle of the 
Lichtenbcrgs, the Saar· Basi11D, - still f~mous for its ulines 
and iron .1orks. 



i~ ~~ lt W A N O E 11. -------------------------·--
-·"No·-·~ ubou t our ~nar.1u, - • Li vin;ood 1 • I frankly do not 

kno ·;1 nor .. 1 t snoul r~ 1);:; pronounced:,. t!"lou~.a I pref ~r I Li vin
good 1. !Jy grr~nu.ft.t~1er· \ rott; it 1Liv0ngood 1 , tnnt beinJ- o.n 
AnJlicization of .1Lo',ien(.;11t • or 1Lcb~ngut •, us !le \~as taug.nt 
to :\jritt.i it, thouJi1 ~l1l! pronunciution .in .Gcrr:um was: 

'L E V t G U TI . , . . . 
1..iy u;ncle James Gtuck so, tenaoiou~l•Y: t~ 'Levengood.', against 
all his brot·nt,rs# thrit ti1ey arb~tl'cl'~iiy ch£.nged the reaaing 
throughout_ ~11s 9.,111 to our spelliris-i ·:~Livingood1 •. ~n .s~-itz
erlanu, 1 t- was -;,ri ttcn for contu.ri.ea "Lpi-~-uncl---Gut 1 , and 1 s 
pronounced , tteibundgut. ~ · · · •. 

· _ ~IJo,(1 . ho~ do I .~not; taat •• e -· ue :Sw1~ol _ and ]iow is tile 
n~e ~~r~n9u~acd? -:-~.,·we11·; -I: ·li!lVO~"c-~ii ··to 'c S\ .. i't'·tirlh.nd; ~ add 
have talked to L'WJlY 'Lo1b-un~-sutst~J ! •2 

" . --
. ( i) •This is ll()'i.; it• all OcU'.lC abou~ .. ~oho :dny at 8t. 

1'or1tz, ·1n the \,inter of 1005-6,: then Jocrephine, .. and Jack r,ero 
little children,. akatlnJ back~ar4a on tno toe· rln~~~o~go1do 
our ,10ie1, 1. rafl into c. womna, a.no ~t only knocked her do,;n 
but ren<le~eci _ i\~r \Ulconscioµe. v,~ i:ere the onJy persqna on 
l1-.e 10,. JS everyone else •• gone 11.l .__e lunch. On r:v1,lag 
heJ, ~;,~ ex.elaimocl in G.orlDlir.n: 1tliy, it is I!&r. Le~bun~f.llt, D1f 
~"At ·.!nn!· pe1~!1"or. 1 ;~ it not, 1 T~l4t :"~"o oUJ: intro•}uo-tinn, 

•Tb~n 6:le A-':' .. od, JTiJ13 1~ ~ ut1·nrut!J oo1no1denoe, b~
oauee to~day I hP.d n 14.,tt·Jr tr"!:, ruy ac,n in th• Swiss Atr.tJ 
saying th1tt hie new room-1natc hntl cxaetl y th~ same name as 
your 11 ttle boy, r.horn I a~e r1.ti.,t'l1tl~ about, - Johan ..Takn1' 
L c 11'_\ttn.i ~ t • t -11 She ':".'rote to he:' }1en, ev1aently, •nd a few Jeeka 
l&.tftr I !'°Ct:1Vd'-t ti l~t\•,r f:·o,:, ~ ~1·L,. Licoi&t1 .... Leibunot-,'Ut.tnu 
~un tu~r nf y"ua~ Lit,nt::n~:nt Johan L•~ibunn ::Ut, saying that she 
b•li{;Vad. that ~e ~ere T··latives, an~ n°~1ng that I come io see 
her at St.t'!'han, n:~tir Ln¥genth!l'l, ·.:.i1ch 11:rn bet"'een Oern.,th~ 
ea~ital, en~ Re~ol. A th~ st~ti~n I wa~ mei by a very 
pleaswit YQUnf6 ~Qwan, ~ri~aret Leicuna~ut, -..:!lo ipokC Fr~nc:u. 
German ana Engli !Jh perf cctly, r.ne,;. her stcp-fath~r, Herr 
l.ieenti-Leibuncigut, ·,-,ho rirove r~0 to tile nearby village -of at. 
U1·ban, frunous for an olu monuot~r·y. Their home, - 1Neu-
scheucrhof 1, is on a large estate of rich farm lands,- nrin
ci-pally ,,heat. I suppose the name c1i3ht be translated itJicu 
Farm l-io.nor. 1 The l1ouse lookeCA ?..:uci1 like a PennQylvania home, 
ni th barns and many outbuilo i.ngG. 

(2) "Ul's, Leibunc:gut proved to oc a jolly, master-
ful ~o~an of about fifty 1 • not a bit of Livingood in appear
ance, but her sieter-in-lau, Elizabeth Leibundgut, looked just 
like uy Aunt Eliza. Strangely enout:;h. the chiloren bore the 
nam~s of 1iare;aret, Hans anti Charles. Her husband v:as Hans, 
his broth~r Jakob, their father Hans and his brother Hans 
Jakob. This alone nos ~tirring, but Mrs. Leibundgut did ~ore. 



8She drove me t.-~at a,ftc:.:noon a ur1ort cllc to: 

on~ of tho lovl1cst little to~ns in Sv,itz~rland~- not a 
mountain village of c~e.lets e .. nti. cot: stalls~ but a dainty, 
spiok-nnd-.span model to· .. ~n. suc~1 an one thinko of only in 
England. Its one. long, win(in;~ strcJt. lined v;ith quaint 
gablco ~ouses. le~ds doimllill to the River!&£. Hore 
::-e celled on tile village notary, t~·llo shoRcd r:ic tl1c tot,n 
recor,s, fr9~ u~ich uy n~stess had develop~d our m1tua1 an
cestry running o~ok to tAe 16th Ocnt11r1(15741s the earlieot 
reference.) The naaes, Johan. Ja.kob and Peter were most 
co~n P.11 ·the \'lay ·back, and in the recorG the fWJily naDe 
is spelled sometiries 1L1b-und-gut 1 anc again 1Lybundgut 1 , 
which latter is icportruit as we shnll nee. showing that the 
first syllable shoulu be pronounced •11e•. 

•our direct ancestor. as far back as Y:e can actual.--
17 identify_hic. was Hlms Lybundgut,_son of Peter and his 1nfc 
Oathorino St~acli~ an,t he ~·as born June 27 • 1616. There is 
a broak in the records between the years 1622 and 1628, our
ing uhich times probably ~as born his brother. the other 
1Lybundgut • • - 'tbe t,10 ;J10 seemed to have roached Scl1allten--
forf, in Alsa.oe, a.bout 1655. You ro~-0£.bcr that the records 

1sace sho~ tllat the fatu.ers of t~o chil<.:ren born in 1655 
were Hens and i'r1eder1cn Lcib-UJ1d.-gut • an,·~ that the latter I s 
family o.ied out very s!lortly. 

•lie t:ere tole. t..1at the births of people in and a.bout 
Aal"_,a~en be~ween_ 1519 an<i 15'11. hat to De regis~c~ed at 
IIe<ier lpV, out tais rcoor'4 we M.ve never searcAefl. 

At t.ic t1£Je of that il1ualnat1ng visit, I ~ent to 
Bern, and round in the city c.ireotory c. nur.:ber of Leib-und
guts, and oa~led upon tl1c ~st prorainent, a cloth worchant, 
Hc-rr Oscar Leibund.Gut, 1J10 was so interested tha't ho took t1e 
at once to his.apartmont, entertr.in1ne; r.10 cicligbtfully. On 
the Tiall nung tho facily crest, i,hich he says has been known 
for several hundred ycaro, and gavo MC an it4J>rint from his 
seal. 

•on the shielu, ~hich is surmounted by a kn1Eht 1s 
oasque. there is a lion raL.'J)ant, holding in the right paw a 
bag of 6old. while above all 1s a siralar lion. and about the 
sioes the usual flourishes. That liin aight have caused 
some of our f&r:.iily to write tac name 'Lo~engut•, meaning 
111on 1s share'. So I hunted u~ the heraldry office, where I 
was told that the crest, r,hile ancient, hao boen revived and 
registered by Herr Oscar LcibundGut. ___ .,. ______________ _ 

1TBE iVOLUTIOH OFT& IWC 1LIVI~GOOD 1 • 

Peter Lybundgut (Switzerlanci) Born 159-
Hans Lcib-und-gut • • 1616 
Hana Peler Leibonguth (Alsace) • 1659 
Jacob Lo~engut, Jr. 7 • 1726 
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"But I have~ ~ch uore interestin3 origin of our nf!Itl~ 
to disclose. Coming from the railroad station in Bern, 
one notices in ti1e central square (Bubenbe:rg Platz) a a~all 
park, 1n -i;fbich :i.-ises a hanti.Bol:ie statue, sumounted by a 
f'igure in armor, Count Adrian von Bubenborg~ one of tl1e 
heroes of Sititzcrland, al£10st as 1tiportant as Vi1nckelrcicl, 
who. next to the fabled William Toll, ts perhaps the ru0st 
i~portant. There is a lon~ inscription oarvcd into the 
stone, an(: a phrase: · 

. 
11~IN LtIB U!JD GUT 1ST .t:;UER ~IGi..11 BIS ~Ul-~ TOD•~ 

v:nic!l etrikes you right bet1~ccn: t.o.c eyes. 
i~nat Buucnberg sai.::= to bis '!leoplo: 

Doubtless it is 

11 mY LIFL lil~D GOODS /U1E YOUR VEltY on UNTIL D!i;ATHR. 

"}~h~.t is __ -~:;o.:-r~~ natuxi1l i :t~1an t\l su!J_-po~e tJ1.~~,- t9-i ~ 
battlccry ·~fBS• c;i-ven_ ·t·o·· ~1s; ~-:Bttbtnb:'e;g-1 s rct·a:irjers.: Pt/ f~i?.owcrs, 
as e. f ~~il,j<-- naf:ae1:~:, ... ,- .And=-.-·rfi_t·he.t cat11l!' too~ fqr \v~,- :~qu-:id it 
in the rccoi-d-s~:. as: far··.:back·->as 1525;;. Bubc110crg:~ :f-ougj1t for 
his f ollo iii ST,.-:iss e .. century earlier 8 

"Sot;e years boforo l1is grca.t victory ovor Charles the 
Bold, Bubcnbcrg was 6iven as a rc~ard for his services to 
the Canton of Bern, tho castle of Lenzburg., \.:here he li ~~cd 
f:-on.:. J.157 to J.461 ~ !n 14?2~ the Oan"t.on added nie,re 
s,;j_tabl0 qu.a.Tter~ for his aouc,E.J.:0'1t~tiotl:> shol:ing tt.at i;bj s 1:1ur 
- .... . .. u'-, ~ ~ -, ~- '"9-,·-'---·r ,. I• 0 ,. Y"\ • : I I a ~~ :• .,.,,..,t- ~ . • JI • 
•··• . • ~--- ··"' ••·• - ....- }J ·.• •.,. t,.j _r .,I. ~ ~ C 

O.H .. \RLES ,.J. t,ITINGOOD. .. __ - -

':he ::1::-lter, in. Gor~ciltng ·this geuealogfcal bist0r)
of tile faxally ')01ftd iict a:voi<l u~J ... i~~ l.ic,to of 1.]~}:ri"ai~ cu.t--Q ~ !.tni': -in·- f~ ,·-ts ':rl; ·1.· ,~ 1· t -= s -·· 1.4 .f~--; -""·1"''"' -t· \.•·~ t~n + '-l·\ "-"'a·>· ·· r ·l {· 

, .. : . .14-,t. '-,4 •.• 0. {:,.~.· • h~, ... ~' .,;., \.L ... J._ ... z:.A ... -~·, ....... J. v-l~ !SI ,,1,1\.,-. ~·-,, 

1-;.enc., tc cI::~a~-. a.."1y s::iar-o line of c~j sti.~1ctior1 bctAcE;n -~::1.L 
'tar1o·u.s c:ra.nches of ·the far.1ily as t11~Jf Gxtst to-day, tu16. ·G() 

to s'tu.te definitely t11e exact ancest)r of e~~cn n1-~rticular. 
g~roup:- it 1s \ ... orthy of c.en·cjon tr1c..t ":N:\tbi.il tr1c -oa~t t>r:i.e 
!1und.red-odd yeai:s the sev~rr=.l grours ~1,l.V0 eh.en ~on.finec. 
fl--c,·-~s 0 lvcs to ~nr~c1· f; C 8' ~-""'.:r:~ o~.., ,,,,...t,. ,f..~1,· c,-;,•-,1-'·r··~r -t:·n:~ .J.41 ••· "'" ._1," • I.,;,_ • ._·-- .J." :,,.1..I. v ... -.., -J~ L :J , -- ~, .. _ ~ 



Levegooc.r; to the !it')f;a, Lycoll,ing un<l l!crt t1UL!be:r.1n.r.Ld CC'unt1 
r:1o-}.,.1"ct t·nc 'cvQr~()n.r:.~ ..;. +1"'t..:. t~n"~Ct('\'1' \" ,,..l ... ~y;d r;,...F,~ ... • w. . .tau.-. , • .1 _.., 1-~ • \.: v-~ v O ~ :·-''-' (.l,.., \i , .. ,••~ · , ...\. ;. .. ·J 1. <1- c·.l Vt. 1., ~ !' .,_ C, 

County- _torri tory I the l·(·venr;cod;:; to ~he Pot. t stov11: ~na, ~ncl 
the Li vingoods to the P.c~l/·:.irf-\1crr-.t=Jl !=JJc: 1:!' Df-~C to.::}, ,)1.;,.J_ 0 t~l·:? 
Livergood.s have sott1.e,c. ~-11 ·;.is~<J!'.:~in.~ 1.c"·in, :;:n--.1 Il.l i11ois. 

"'h•~'.I Liv1.· ngoo .-:: a I"\ r·: ·t. !·-. -r:-·r~ ~--, •.; · ~- ... ; ' : t. 7 • - ,_-r ·--.1'1 ,.. t· #"\'! "• 1· -~Ar·,"' 1,7 ,I y .. ~ Z.-',\.c. .. ,...,'.t, . . ,->..,t,.,.._-. ~ 40 .. .i...., '--•··• ~~,._ ~ .-4k-41~ ,1 

have te a t;reat cxt~rit fo:,J.01.;~;J tho ).{!c1i .. 1~!.;._ ·px~:Lcsstuns.,
and many ef them huva beoor:.e ·ioc~c=~ c.,f wcoi cl:r1e, l~~~}·ere ~ 
engineer•~ ~rofossors c:nd. teacncrE:~ r .. i,ile tl1B Lev·oi:bncd 
grou-p h&ve d1sti~.1ifl~1.ed +.h.ei:"iSf!lvcs in tho ·pol~ticrll fi~ld 
and in the ownersil.in ~.nd cor .. tr:,l of rt?al nron~.!:£t.~. 0th.ors 

. . .. . 
have beco~e farcers. carnenter~, sales~en, and ce~b~~s of 
many other trades and profcss'lons. Only this ye-~~-1935, 
the ne,ispa.pcrs re!>orted the &p1)cintment as a t~ci.chc7 cf 
history at Princeton Univc1·sity of ,.,Jaces \,eetoll i..i:v!ngood, 

A lead to the Livergoou.e ot tbe i.ii.clo.10--~~c-~lt ,;as 
obtained by mere chance~ the readin6 cf a rec~J .ip~ i,1 a 
magazine, tolloneo. by a letter \,hich Lrou.s~t a lCnlY froQ 
~rs. Arthur B. Livergood, of 708 L~onard ntreet~ badison, 
;;1soenain, ~ho very kindly :rcfc::xed the ·i1:::lt-cr to us. 
Ethyl Liverbood licl>onald of Ea~i~ Grove, Io.~a, r,ho in turn 
su~plicG the information concerning the Li~ergood branch 
of our _fami1y. ~rs. Bertha Luvcr6ood Ferrell, of Johnstenn, 
Pa, also referred the writer to Ura~ \iilliam £. White (Lucy 
0&1d,1ell •!lite)~ whc,ae tiOther was Busan Lcvergood, de.ughter 
of Jacob LcverBood, and who in tum furnished considerable 
facts for this history. · 

On JJiay 1, 1934., tho liritor inserted in a net1spa:per 
known as "ilaasa-Lotllringer Zoitung, Elz•, published in 
Strassbura~ in Alaaoe 6 an advertise~eat calling for inform
ation concerning tAe fw::ily in Eurone, ree.oing fS follows: 
•wer karm Auakunft gebcnT Die nachfolgenden Burger ver~ 
liea■cn i~ Jahre 1733 ihren Wobnsitz in der Pfalz oder im 
n8rdl1chen Elsass tmd siedoltcn sic~ in PcMsylYanien i.d. 
Vereinigten Staaten an. J~cob Lcbegoo6., Johan Lebenguth, 
Jacob Lebeng12th, Ulrich Loibegood1 Johan Leibegood, Adat1 
Lebcnguth, Jacob Lohensuth, Hans Jacob Lcbc~ood. Anna Gretha 
lriebgood., Anna Ca.tharine LiobiJcod~ Johan Jacob. Liebgood, and 
Mar~aretha Liebgood," giving the ehi~s and ~&te1 of arrival 
at Phila~elphiu.~ a.nf then continuinz "Der ursr.,rimgliciie Ha.me 
wa.r wahrsc~eiru.!ch l,ei~cn.·::uth. Ein Hacbko~ dieser Aus,;and
erer. Herr I~yn:~.c L. LeYe:~ood in. Ar.1er1ka mochte nun w1ssen., 
aus welc.neu Orten seine Vor:Cahren kamen un• .. ~ Welches 1.hre 
Eltern bezw, G~osseltern waren. z~ectaienliche angaben wolle 
man unts-r. iiLa,u1erilta 1 , an die Expe;;.ition a.er 1Elz 1 ricbten.n 
ThiR tta• ~i;io1-~ l::ter fact& i1s.J. ~ecn ciscovered1 and tef vx-e 
the article by Ct1nxles J .t.i vin[~oot ~.:a.& received. !leedless to 
say, there •=a-13 110 xe,:.lt t~J the :.:cve::-t!.ce:ae1..:.t 7 

Based on an ei":con~n~.E a-t:-.... te of faota., inquiry r1as 
made by_ the w~·i t~r of the autl1cri tiGs in i1axG.u# St°iitzerland., 
in Octo.;;ei· of l93i~. and o-f" c.·,11.-:· ~~ ti!- a3 :i+,._ t'"'.:,i•~: .-~ b_,., .c,.•,,-r,-•1 

. 7 - J .. - • ·" ·•V .;L•J(.l, .....,"\.41 .... .,_.._ -.., ,.t.V"-•'..,_~ ... 

t.iere on t~e n~e 11LeYegoc-d" 
1 
.. the -~ivtl~ ... ~c.>.nd':~o1;t a·t ~1'au 

re~l:,inoe- sim-olv• "bl.,,,. ha"'e~ i""" tet, l.~-· ~•('_ . • ~·-·--·!""\'J":_{'")l--a:-~,r, •,-r·1d 
.. " • ... I~ ·~ ;.,J. .... ,, -~-~·· ~ ~ ... t°Jc.~"'-",-,.V~•,1 .. a...t.,.a ~•, 

Rata~·~ualon n.c .. 15ese.ncn, oe,~itUE;rn ~edo~b. I-~~i1cr£ ~ni ~tei:i.en zu 
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m6.ssen, uass Cler NaI11e I Levef,,oo<l • \.Larin nicnt enthal ten 1st, 
Auo.n Von oer crw!nnten Bronoetefe1 1st in Aarau nichts 
oekl!nnt. 11 After a. r·esearch of ~he records~ t:isclosinz that 
tnc narae 1..as not 1 Lcve3ood" but "Lil:bcnButb11 ~ ''Leioeng11th" or 
"Le1bund~ut 11 , it is not at all surl.>rising that "Herrn Burgcr-
meister von Aarau" :.:as not ·able to· finti any recora of the 
family in the church books anti civil records of Aarau, 
s,i,1tzerland. The inv~stigation con~uctod by ~:r.Ohar1es J. 
Livingoo~~i of Cincinnati, bo::.evar, scrvcu to clear Ut, this 
uncertainty. 

In closing this genealogy, the writer believes that 
the history t~oulo. not be comolote -:.·.ithout a d~scrintion of the 
Tulpcaocken District, 1:i.hich figures so cons-cicuous1y intne 
early American life of our family~ ana,fw:ther, in setting 
fo.rtil the exact r..-ordina of the rccoro. engraved upon t4e monu
ments !,:·aich mark the graves of the earliest settle.rs at Falk
ner• s S1:·amo, so far as taey can bu o.ist1~;:uishcd, oecausc the 
ravegcs of time and climato ~ave almost obliterated some of 
the lettering upon the marble slabs. 

TH£ TULF~HCCiuiB .AS IT Art-Lrb.RS ~O-D.t1.¥, 

Over the ridge f.rom Lebanon Valley~ t~nc east of 
~eyerstown. lies the Tulouhockcn v~1ley, •tnc land of t4c 
sleeping turtle' as ho lnoians ~icxc nleas~tl to term it. Tul
~chocken Creek ~inus its course througil the riistrict. bordered 
on both sides by fertile farms an<i rolling terrain and criss
cross~o by '".·.in(iing .t1ight-1a,ys, most of them nou ma.oa<iamized. 
'1'llc Viet; from the ton of th~ nill •• est of Stouchsburg 1s a. 
cialightful one. As the cro-~n of th~ ridge. is rcachod. one 
observes on the norta si~e of le main hign~ay a bcnutiful 
grovo of fine old trcos. from ~~ich rises the suire of 
Trinity Tulpehocken Reformed Church. Back of the church and 
to the ~est thereof is tue graveyard, ~ell kent and enclosed b~ 
an iron fonce. \~ailc to tile ea.st. under tile trees, is a large 
parking snacc for automobiles. South of the main roeo. at a 
lo~cr level, is tho ancient burial ground of the early Tulpe
hocken settlers, entirely cnclosod by an old stone ~all. en
trance being had through htH~vy iron gates. On th~ front of 
the ol~ church iF a tablet renoing: •Trinity Tuluchockcn 
Reformed Church, Founded 1738. Rev. J.D.Backenstose, Pastor." 
Also ft th~·~ front of the cllu.rch anpe&rs a tablet ~·:1th the 
follo~in3 interesting st~tnment thereon: •one red rose 1s 
ann11ally paid by Trinity Reformc~ Church to the hairs of 
Ct spar ,;1sta.r, of PhilaCLclphia, ,;11o in 1738 gave 100 acres of 
1ano. for church v.nd school 0urposcs. The congregation 'l;as 
formed by Reformed familics·among th~ Tul~caockcn Sctt1ors. 
Tile fii·st communication s~i-vice \,a.s conauotcd by Rev .John 
Philip Boehm., October 18, 1727. ~a:rkaa. by the Pennsylvania 
Historical Commission, 1930. 1 

Noarcr to stoucbsburg ( formerly kno;.n as Tulpeiiock
en) # anv on a lane to th~ sout.a of the main .niJu·,;ay • stands 
another historical old. place of -r.ors.tlip. tac Christ' e 1'vangol-
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ical Lutheran Church, the o~igina1 builQinz erected. in 1743, 
its succesGor naving beon constructed in 1766, an~ the cAu.rch 
as 1 t stands l1aving be ~:n r.::modellud in 1865. Like the other 
onu~cn just rof~rred to, it is built of stone, ana a classic 
snirc rises from its front cl~vation. As a.~pr-oac.ned from the 
h1gh\·.·ay, it str.:,nds buain,: quite ctn extensive gravcyard.,·.J1i1e 
acrosr: tnc lane is another of t,b.o ancient burial grounds, 
surrounded by a stont~ i.:all, tho r~sting nl~cc, of a e;rcat many 
of the nionccr sottlcrc of tnc Tulnehooken. Tac first nastor 
is recorded as Rev. Tobia .. rs \;agner, · ~ .. ho served from 1743 · to 
1746, and who died in ~urtcmburg, Germany# in 1775. 
On th<J ";J"~u st of tilo le.no, and cxt~~nding all the ;~e.y to tile main 
highway., io a nicnic g.round, ;;-1th bcnoh:-;s and tc.bles, apparnnt
lY ti.le gathering nl8ce of tho mewbcrs of the church ana. thtir 
friends Uuon epecial occasions. In the graveyard proner arc 
buried John B. Li vingoou., born Hov<.;mbor 11, 1842, and· Sardi 
Livingood, nee ucntzcl, born February 9, 1845. 

!Iistory records that one Ht•rdtmnnn Lieb~nguth v.as 
me.rriecl at the ol<~ Goschenhop-pen Church, ant the i-ri ter maa, 
a special trip to vie~ this old edifice, in the extreme north 
noint of t~ntgomecy, not so many miles a~ay from the Falkllfr 
S,.amp community. ~no Gosalenhonncn -church is a t 7nic cl. 
Fennsylvenie. German nlace of 7!orship., built in 1744, nnC: re
built in 1858. It \·as remoceled in 1915, ihen additions t.;ere 
m6de to the ecifice. Hex~ too 1s a uell-ke-ot cemetery, 
the last resting place of llli::ny of the old settlers of the 
Goschenhoipen Cistrict. On the front elevation is a tablet 
reading: Old Goschcnhop-pen Lutheran & O. Reformed Church~ 
Built 1744~ Rebuilt 1858; Annexed and Remodeled 1915. 11 

-~;ASiilhGTON I d ~AD· ~UART~~-~S AT F AGLI!.YSVILLE. 

At the junction of the main road and a cross-counUV 
road, at Fag1eysville, south of New Hanover, is a stone monu
ment and bronze plate. The inscription reads: no~ Pottsgrove. 
~e~e7a1 Washingt.on 1 s Continental Army occupie,d this and ad
Jo1n1ng farms Sep. 18 to 26, 1?77. The·outposts were at Wash
ington Hill, Pottstown, Jackson Hill, near Sanatoga, Swamp 
Door, east of Fagleysville. Washingtonts Headquarters with 
Col. Frederick Antis and Samuel Bertoglet, Frederick, Pa. 
E•rected by the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Pa. 
May 30, 1913." 

.. 

INSCRIPTIONS ON THE MONUMENTS OF OUR ANCESTORS. 

At Falkner's Swamp Reformed Church, New Hanover, Pa: 
"Hier ruhen den leib das verstorbenen ADAM LIEBENGUT, 

er wurde geb0 hren in Deutschland zu Elsass in Jahr 1718, und 
lebte mit Christina seiner Ehefrau 60 Jahre in einer gesegnet
en. Ehe starb den 1ten Tag April 1804. Seines a1te ungefalhr 
86 Jahre." 

"Hi~r ruhen die beide das verschtorbenen PETER LIEBEN
GUTH, Sohn der Adam Liebenguth, und seiner Ehefrau CHRISTINA 
Sie wuxde gebohren im Jahr unseren Herrn 1762, und ist 
gestorben den 17 von September im Jahr 1828. Sie brachte sein 
gantzer alter auf ungefahr 66 Jahr. s. Pau1ian Lutheranische 
Xirche," 

"Elizabeth Liabenguth, Tochter 
• 



ADDENDA ·---·· 
THE'· LIVENGOOD BRANCH. __..._,.... ______ , 

- . 

L~TT~R FHOlii __ D~::~ · HORACE R. _·LIVENGOOD~. ELIZABETH.,. N .J.: 
(Dated-5:·Septembei' =~7, ,:_.: i935.~-) . - - ... . . . . 

"I was about to leave for Europe wnen your letter 
arrived, thus acciunting for the delay. 

54 

My father left some genealogical records, which I have 
preserved. · 

The name has been an unusual one about here, but I 
am advised there is another Dr. _Livengood practicing in S\lltd.es .... 
boro., N .J., and also that the SUperintendent of Nurses at the 
Rahway, N • J. Hospital is n~ed Livengood .• 

There is also a man by the-name of Ira D, Livergood 
who lives a few doors from me, at· 621 Weet~inster avenue, 
Elizabeth, N.J., whose mail and telephone calls become con
fused with mine, due to the similarity of names. 

Our branch of the family came from Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, and there are numerous persons of·that name 
about that County. I vtas born there, as were also my fore
fathers. Kr. Williams. Livengood edits-the Meyersdale 
Reuublican; and recently celebrated his 74th blrthday and his 
25th anniversary as editor. 

Briefly, ·my branch of the family is as follows: 
"Ship 1Phoenix1 , John ·Mason, Captain., arrived in 

Philadelphia from RotterdarJ, on Sept.as, 1750. Among the 
passengers "E"ere three neople over 16 years of age named 
Liebenguth, who came·from Aisaoc-Lorraine, one of whom was 
Peter Liebenguth, my great, great grandfather. 

One o~ ~he sons o·f· Pett3r Liebenguth:~- Christian.~ was 
born Sent.14, 1781. He married Elizabeth Forney. There were 
fifteen On11aren1 · and t·he name was changed to Livengood. 

Christian c. Livengood w~s born Dec.23, 1805. He 
. - . married Sally Wagner, e.nd they had three children. 

D:b. Theodore F. Livengood was born May 17, 1849,anrl 
died in 1919. He married Alice ~eHaven Stutzman, and they 
had one chil<i. 

Dr. Horace R. Liv~niood, born December, 1876.Married 
Lilah Hewson. Tl1ey have one child. 

Hugh Livengood, was born Dec. 5, 1915, und attends 
the University of Virginia, Pt 01".erlottcsville., Va." 

Not~: Dr. Hor~c0 R. Livengood lives at 587 West
minster Av~nue, Elizabeth, N.J. 

- .... ~ - - ... -- - ,_ - - - - --- ... -- - ..... --- ..... - ~ ~ - -


