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PREFACE. 

THE "Lawrence-Townley," "Chase-Townley," estate ques-

tion has been prominently before the public for the past 
fifty years. Like Banquo's ghost, it would not down. At 

divers times and places, meetings have been held, funds 

raised, and agents sent to England to ascertain if any founda­

tion existed for the tradition that n1any families in this country 

were descended from the Townley family of Lancashire, Eng­

land, and, in consequence thereof, were entitled to unclaimed 

millions of property. All such efforts have signally failed to 

furnish the desired infor1nation. The following pages contain 

the summary of a vast work that I have performed to deter­

mine the truth or falsity of the tradition above referred to. 
This work has occupied the greater portion of my time for the 

past seven years. During that ti111e I have personally exam­
ined more than five hundred thousand pages of manuscript, 

have deciphered thousands of monumental inscriptions, and 

searched innumerable books of family history, genealogy, and 
heraldry, besides conducting a large correspondence. The so­

called "Confession" of Mary Stevens, and the solicitations of 

many of her descendants, first induced 1ne to undertake this 

work. At the outset I had no idea of the magnitude of the 

task before me; but, although the work grew to huge propor­
tions as it progressed, it also gave promise of a successful termi 
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nation. The work has been made doubly difficult fron1 the 

fact that some of my predecessors had sown broadcast nun1er­

ous statements having the appearance of truth, although in 

reality they were utterly false and worthless. In consequence 

of such state1nents, much extra labor had to be performed, for 

I believed them to be true until I had proved them to be false. 

These statements are referred to n1ore at length in another 

place. 

In presenting this book to the public, I give them the solu­

tion of the n1ystery that has so long agitated the minds of 

many families; and, although 1ny labor has failed to obtain any 

property for any one, I yet feel that the families referred to, 

particularly coming generations, ,vill be greatly benefited by 

what I have accon1plished. 

FRANK ALDEN HILL. 
BOSTON, MASS,, June 1, 1888. 



THE MYSTERY SOLVED. 

CHAPTER I. 

ROBERT AND MARY STEVENS AND THEIR ANCESTORS. 

SOME years since, an unsuccessful atte1npt was made by a 
me111ber of the family, now deceased, to lift- the veil of 

mystery surrounding the early life of Robert and l\1ary Stevens 
of Canterbury, Connecticut, and to clearly prove their parent­
age, nationality, and place of birth. The so-called" Confession" 
of l\1ary Stevens, though bearing on its face many inaccura­
cies, ,vas, nevertheless, the only record possessed by the family 
relating to their ancestors. The origin of this "Confession " 
is as follows : in 1794, in her h un1 ble d ,velling in the quiet 
village of Canterbury, Mary Stevens related to her youngest 
daughter Sylvia a history of her family and that of her 
husband. 

It is a singular fact that, until this date, Robert and Mary 
Stevens concealed from their children all knowledge of their 
ancestry. I know of no reason for such concealment and 
secrecy. It is to be regretted tliat our fa1nily have not the his­
tory verbatim as Mary Stevens related it. As it has come down 
to us, it has many discrepancies, probably because it was im­
perfectly remen1bered by the one to ,vhom it ,vas told, and 
because she 111ade no mention of it until nine years after she 
had heard it from her mother. 

As the fan1ily are familiar with the text of the so-called 
" Confession," I will not refer to it further than to _ say that it 
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clearly implied the descent of Mary Stevens from the Towne­
ley 1 family of Lancashire. 

In July, 1880, I began the work of tracing the genealogy 
of Robert and Mary Stevens, expecting to be able to connect 
the latter with the Towneley family of Great Britain. I 
labored under n1any disadvantages in undertaking this work. 
Aside from the members of my i1nmediate branch (the John 
Hathaway Stevens branch) of the family, the names of but 
few of the other descendants were known to me. And it was 
necessary to acquire facility in deciphering ancient records, as 
well as a knowledge of how to conduct a genealogical research, 
all of which took time, labor, patience, and money. 

At the commencement of my work, I deter1nined that, as 
Robert and Mary Stevens were not natives of Canterbury, they 
had come to that village from some town near the coast, and 
most likely from Rhode Island or Massachusetts. My plan was 
to make a thorough exan1ination of church, town, and other 
records of Canterbury and vicinity, and then work eastward for 
a clue to determine the birthplace, or place of marriage, of said 
parties. Upon the register of the "First Church of Christ " in 
East Thompson, Connecticut, in vol. i. p. 60, I found the fol­
lowing entry: -

" Feb. 11, 1760, Mary wife of Robert Stevens, dismissed from 
"the Church of Christ at Berkeley, became a member of this 
"church." 

The above record furnished me with a decided clue. After 
visiting Berkeley, Rhode Island, where I found nothing, I went 
to Berkeley, Massachusetts, where I was rewarded by finding 
recorded in the "Minister's Book" kept by the Rev. Samuel 
Tobey, minister of the First Church of Christ in Berkeley, 
deceased, the following entries : -

" J an'y ye 3d 17 45. Married Robert Stevens of Taunton to 
"Mary Hatheway of Berkeley." 

1 The main line of this family have spelled their surname Towneley, including 
those of the present generation. The Royle, Littleton, and American branches 
of the family, as well as some others, spell their family surname Townley. 
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"Nov. 23d 17 46. Baptized by ye Reverend Mr. Wales, a 
"child for Robert Steven's ,vife, called Ann." 

"May the 2d 17 49. Baptized a child for Mary Stevens, the 
"wife of Robert Stevens called Mary." 

"May ye 5th 1751. Another for Mary Stevens, ye wife of 
"Robert Stevens, called Mercy." 

'' Jan'y, ye 21st 1753. Baptized a child of Robert Stevens 
"called Robert." 

"Feb.rY 25 th 1755. Baptized a child of Robert Stevens 
"called Dari us." 

[NOTE. - The last four children were baptized by the Reverend 
Samuel Tobey of Berkeley, Mass.] 

Having thus deterinined that the n1aiden name of Mary 
Stevens was not To,vneley, but Hatheway, and that her marriage 
with Robert Stevens was a legitimate one, I next made a thor­
ough exa1nination of the records of Wills, Deeds and Courts, 
in Bristol County, together with such church and town records 
as I could find in Taunton, Berkeley, Dighton, Freetown, 
Swanzey, Somerset, Norton, Raynham, and vicinity. This ardu­
ous work covered a period of several months of my own time 
and that of several assistants. I ,vill not enter into details, but 
will mention in brief results secured. 

The family na1ne is Stephens, and not Stevens, as the records 
clearly ·prove. Robert Stephens was son of Nicholas, and 
grandson of Richard Stephens of Taunton, Mass. He was born 
in Taunton, was executor of his father's will, and, at the tin1e 
of his removal to Connecticut (about 1757), was possessed of 
a considerable estate. 

Nicholas Stephens (father of Robert) n1arried thrice. His· 
first ,vife was Remember --, with whom he ,vas living in 
1701. (See Liber No. 6, p. 353, Taunton Deeds.) 

He married for his second wife, Anne Spur, daughter of 
John Spur of Taunton. (See Liber No. 19, p. 296, Taunton 
Deeds.) 

He married for his third wife, Feb. 2, 1736, Mary Rosier. 
(See Records of Taunten.) 
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Richard Stephens, grandfather of Robert Stevens, was our 
first ancestor in this ~ountry. He came originally from Plym­
outh, England. During his early life in this country he was 
a weaver and ,vool-comber. He became a pro1ninent citizen 
and an extensive land-holder in Taunton, and in ti.me came to 
own an interest in the Iron Works at Dighton, Mass. 

Richard Stephens's hornesteacl and orchard ,vas located close 
by Taunton Green, not far from the present Court House. He 
married Mary, daughter of Thomas Linkon ( or Lincoln) Senior 
of Taunton, who ,vas by occupation a miller. (See Liber No. 
8, p. 5, Taunton Deeds.) In an " Historical Sketch of the 
"Ancient Iron Works of Taunton" by J. W. D. Hall, occurs 
the follo,ving: -

"Richard Stephens, whose name is frequently n1entioned in 
"the transactions of the old Iron Works, in connection with 
"his son and others, built a small forge or 'Bloon1erie,' about 
" 1695, for 111aking charcoal iron at Taunton line, ou Three Mile 
" River, near the present site of North Dighton Furnace. In 
"1739-40 Ballan and Laughton, wealthy English merchants of 
"Boston, having purchased a portion of the iron works, leased 
"the interest of Stephens' Sons in the dam, falls, etc., at £ 7 a 
"year (they reserving the right to run their grist n1ill), and 
"increased the capacity of the iron works. Many years later 
"Ballan and Laughton, probably anticipating the troubles of 
"the brewing war, conveyed the forge property to Win. Laugh­
" ton, Jr., a nephew of the latter. In 1776 Bollan and Laughton 
"became Royalists, or Tories, rendering allegiance to His 
"Majesty, l{ing George. 

" They had also purchased many farms and tracts of land in 
"this county, several of which were confiscated after the close 
"of the war, and sold by the Commissioners of the Cornman­
" ,vealth, Capt. Israel Washburn of Raynham, Capt. Henry 
"Hodges of Taunton and Judge Sa1nuel Tobey of Berkeley. 
"Records of these proceedings may be seen in the Registry 9£ 
"Deeds. The Stephens 'bloomerie ' was the first iron works 
"on Three Mile River, prior to the Bay lies enterprise, and the 
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,. descendants of Richard held an interest in the Mills etc., 
"many years ; the last was Elijah Steph~ns (great grandson of 
"Richard) who owned a portion of the adjacent property, of 
"which tradition says they were defrauded by Boston parties." 

While in• England, I procured 1nany pedigrees ( with coats-of. 
arms) of Stephens fa1nilies, but could not connect, by actual 
proof, our Richard with auy of t.hen1 ; although I a1n strongly 
of the opinion that he was of the Devonshire branch. 

The first ancestor in this country of Mary (Hatheway) 
Stevens, ,vas John Hathway, who probably ca111e over in 1632 
in the ship "Blessing," aged 18. After a time he re1noved to 
Taunton, where he became one of the landed proprietors. He 
was a man of character and influence, and to distinguish hiin 
fro111 his son " John Hath ,vay, Jr., of Freetown," ,va.s co1nmonly 
styled in ancient writings" John Hathway Senior, of Taunton." 
Among otl;ier children he had Abraham, who n1arried Rebekah 
Wilbore of Taunton, and settled in that part of Taunton now 
called Dighton. 

Deacon Abraham, as he was called, was a blacksmith, o,vned 
the ferry across Taunton River, was a prominent n1en1ber of 
the church, and had a large interest in the Iron Works at Free­
town. fiis son John married Mercy --, by whon1 he had 
Mary Hathway, who married Robert Stephens ; and also John 
Hath,vay, who was a saddler by trade and a soldier by nature. 
This John, July 31, 177 8, was commissioned Colonel of the Sec­
ond Regiment of Militia for the county of Bristol in place of 
Col. Edw. Pope, resigned. During the Revolutionary war Col. 
John Hathway, on an '" alarm," marched at the head of his 
regiment, and ,von an en Yiable reputation as a brave and effi­
cient officer. 

He died June 27, 1800, in the 76th year of his age. At his 
funeral the troops and citizens assen1bled in such vast numbers 
that the funeral services had to be held in a large unfinished 
barn standing in a field near his residence. 

Col. John resided on the old Hathway homestead, which is 
just across the river from Dighton, and near the celebrated 
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Dighton Rock, or "Indian Stone,'' as it was called by the early 
settlers, no,v within the limits of the town of Berkeley. He 
was buried in the lower burying-ground of Berkeley by the side 
of his· mother. 

In this grayeyard lie, side by side, the ancestors of Mary 
(Hathe,vay) Stevens. The place is retired, and far removed 
from the noise and strife of the busy world. The arrangement 
of the graves is peculiar, as only the eldest son of each genera­
tion is there buried. 

Probably the remains of John Hathway, Senior (the original 
immigrant), were removed to England for burial, though they 
may be resting by the side of his wife Ruth, who survived him. 
If so, there is no gravestone to mark the spot. 

I give below the inscriptions upon some of the gravestones, 
taking them in the order in which they stand: -

1$t Gen. "Here lies the body of Ruth Hathway the wife 
"of John Hathway, aged 62. Died Sept. the 10 in the year 
"1705." 

9Jd Ge~. "Here lies the Body of Deacon Abraham Hathway 
"who died August 1725. Aged about 73 years." 

"Here lies the Body of Mrs Rebecca wife of Deacon Abra­
" ham Hathway died Aug ye 30th 1727. Aged about 65. years." 

3a Gen. " Here lies ye Body of John Hathway son of Dea­
" con Abraham Hathway age 38 years. Died Sepmr ye 13th 

"1733." 
'" Here lies ye Body of Samuel Hath \Vay aged 2 years. Died 

"Sept 13th 1733." 
"Here lies the Body of Ruth Hathway aged 4 years. Died 

" Sepmr 1733." 

4th Gen. "Sacred to the Memory of Col. John Hathe\vay 
"who departed this life June 27 th A D 1800 in ye 76 th year of 
'" his age. . 

In silent mansions of the dead, 
The Saint retir'd lies safely hid; 
No din of war, nor raging lust, 
Disturbs the peace of sleeping dust.'' 
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"In memory of Mrs Elizabeth, the wife of 1\tir. John 
"Hatheway who died July ye 12th 17 58 in the 35th year of her 
"age." 

" In Memory of Mrs. Alles Hatheway widow of Col. John 
"Hatheway. She died January 28th, 1818, in the 82d year of 
her age. 

She took her flight on wings of love, 
To heaven's eternal rest; 
Where not a wave of trouble rolls, 
Across her peace£ ul breast.'' 

5th Gen~ "In Me1nory of John ye son of John and Elizabeth 
"Hatheway, died Dec. ye 1st 17 49 aged 1 year 3 mo. 21 days." 

At the end of this line of graves is that of Mercy, the wife of 
John Hath,vay, who, with his son Sa1nuel and daughter Ruth 
(see above), died in September, 1733. This Mercy was the 
mother of Mary Hatheway who n1arried Robert Stevens and 
removed to Canterbury, Connecticut. Her maiden na1ne I 
have been unable to discover, although I have made every 
effort to do so. If we are in any way descended from the 
Towneley family, it can only be through this Mercy, as the other 
ane~stors are kno,vn to us. In my judgrnent, our l\tlercy was 
descended from that branch of the Towneley family that settled 
in New Jersey, although I cannot prove this. Tt will be seen 
from the inscription upon hdr gravestone that she married for 
her second husband George Babbit, and lived to be over 82 
years old. By him she h~.::l Silas a!ld R.uth Babbit, but I have 
been unable to discover any of their descendants. 

The following is the inscription upon the gravestone of said 
Mercy: -

" Here lies the Body of Mrs Marcy, who was formerly widow 
'' of Mr. John Hatheway; since wife of Mr. George Babbit, 
"who died May 15th 1786 in ye 83d year of her age. 

"As a token of filial affection, this monurnent was erected 
"by her son John Hatheway, E8q." 

The Genealogical Chart accompanying this volume furnishes 
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a sum1nary of what I have discovered concerning the ancestors 
of Robert and Mary (Stephens) Stevens. 

When I found that Mary Stevens was not a Towneley (as 
her Confession i1nplied), I then began tracing the numerous 
Lawrence and Chase traditions of the country, hoping that by 
so doing I might discover the maiden na1ne of the Mercy above 
referred to. The following chapter:, show the results secured 
by this labor, and will disclose to the reader the solution of the 
mystery of the "Lawrence-T_o\vnley," "Chase-To,vnley," estate 
question. 

The preceding chapter, with its accompanying Genealogical 
Chart, constitutes the Final Report of the Author to the 
descendants of Robert and Mary Stevens of Canterbury, 
Connecticut. 



FACSIMILE OF THE HANDWRITING OF RICHARD STEPHENS, THE FIRST IMMIGRANT. 



CHAPTER II. 

REFERS TU THE GENEALOGIES., TRADITIONS, MEETINGS, AND 

ASSOCIATIONS OF THE LAWRENCE, CHASE, AND OTHER 

FAMILIES. 

T HE following is the genealogy of one of the Lawrence 
fa1nilies, compiled by the descendants of John, William, 

and Thomas Lawrence of Long Island: -

H The first ancestor of this family known was Sir Robert 
"Laurens of Ashton Hall, in Lancashire, England, who flour­
" i8hed in 1191, and received the knighthood from I{ing Rich­
" ard., al so a coat of arms, which is appended to the will of 
"Willian1 La,vrence, 1680, and Richard Lawrence, 1711, in the 
"Surrogate's office, New York City. Sir John Lawrence, the 
"ninth in lineal descent from the above Sir Robert Laurens, 
"flourished in 1491. He killed a gentleman usher of King 
" Henry VII., was outlawed, and died in exile in France, issue­
" less, ,vhen Ashton Hall and his other estates passed by royal 
"decree to his relations, Lords Monteagle and Girard. Three 
"brothers., John, Willia1n and Thomas Lawrence, descended 
'' fro1n Sir John Lawrence, emigrated to America. John Law­
" rence, the eldest, was born in Great St. Albans, Hertfordshire, 
"England, in 1618, came over in the ship Planter, N. Travis, 
4" Master, and landed in Plymouth, Mass., in 1635, from whence 
"he ,vent to Long Island, afterwards resided in New York, 
"where he held many public positions, and died in 1699, leav­
" ing descendants. His will, written in 1698, is on file in the 
"Surrogate's office, New York. Willia1n Lawrence, the second 
"" brother of John, was born in 1623 ; in 1635 he came over 
"with John, in the ship Planter, and becan1e the proprietor of 
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"Lawrence's Neck (so-called) which stretches into Long Island 
"Sound, between Flushing Bay and Whitestone, about nine 
"hundred acres, a part of which is the present site of St. Paul's 
"College. 

"William Lawrence held 1nany. civil and military offices, and 
"died in 1680 leaving numerous descendants. His son J os..~ph, 
"by his second wife, Elizabeth Smith, daughter of Richard 
"Sn1ith, the patentee of Sn1ithtown, n1arried Mary Townley in 
"1690. After the death of William Lawrence in 1680, his wife, 
"Elizabeth Smith, married the Hon. Philip Carteret, Governor 
"of New Jersey, in April, 1681, and ren1oved to Elizabethtown 
"with her fa111ily. The town was named after Elizabeth S111ith. 
"Philip Carteret died in December, 1682, his widow then 
"returning to Long Island. Tho1nas Lawrence, the youngest 
"of the three brothers, can1e to this country, after the brothers 
"John and William. In 1655 Thomas and his brothers ob­
" tained possession of a tract of land in Newtown, Long Island. 
"Thomas afterwards purchased the whole of Hell-Gate N eek, 
"fron1 Hell-Gate Cove to Bo,very Bay. He died in Newtown, 
"in July, 1703, leaving five sons, Thomas, William, John, 
"Daniel and Jonathan, of whom John alone permanently re­
" mained at Newtown. A large number of descendants sprung 
"from these brothers, John, Thomas and William. The list is 
H to be found in Thompson's History of Long Island and Hol­
,~ gate's American Genealogy, published by George P. Putnam 
"in 1851. Henry Lawrence was a descendant fron1 Sir John 
"Lawrence, ,vho flourished in 1491, and, therefore, a connection 
"of John, William and Thon1as. He was an adherent of Oliver 
"Cromwell, and his picture is seen as President, in Clarendon's 
"history of the Rebellion. His gravestone, not yet effaced, is 
"in the Chapel of St. Margaret, Alias Thele, in Hertfordshire. 
"The coat of arms can be traced on it, viz:- a cross, raguly, 
"gules. The crest, a fish's tail or demi dolphin." 

In connection with the above document it is stated, that 
Joseph Lawrence (who married Mary Townley, 1690) had as 
children Elizabeth (married John Bowne, 1714), and Abigail, 
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who married Major Alexander Forbes of the British Army. 
The descendants of another of the Lawrence families have been 
given the following history : -

" The family of Lawrence is traced plausibly to a Robert 
"Lawrence, ,vho settled in Lancashire, and ,vas knighted in 
"1191 for valorous deeds at the siege of Acre, yet more 
"positively to a Sir Robert Lawrence of Ashton Hall, whose 
"1narriage to Anna Trofford in 1298 is a matter of public 
"record; and the records of Ashton Hall for a period of four 
"hundred years bring us to a son of the house named John, 
"who married Mary 'fownley, of Townley Hall. The de­
" scendants of this pair are the heirs officially called for so 
"frequently by the English authorities. 

" Ashton Hall is situated six 111iles west of Manchester; is 
"entitled to one member of Parlia1nent, and is re1narkable, 
"an1ong other features, for a large church of the time of Henry 
'' the Fifth; and the Lawrence fa1nily is thus prominent in 
"Engli~h hi::;tory. But the enonnous possessions of the Law­
" rence-Townley family are derived from the wife. Mary 
"Townley was the oldest daughter of Sir Richard To\vnley 
"and Mary Widdrington, of Widdrington, N orthurnberland 
"County, of notoriety from his connection with the hero of 
"Chevy Chase, of ,vho1n was sung : 

'' ' i1y heart is woe for Widdrington, 
As one in doleful dumps; 

For when his legs were smitten off, 
He fought upon his stumps.' 

" The Widdrington Estate included n1any n1ining properties 
,~ in Durhan1 County near to New-Castle-upon-Tyne. These, 
"of very great value, were conveyed by will to his daughters, 
'" and ·by marriage settlement secured to her separate rjght 
"and were accordingly willed to her two daughters, 1\rI ary 
"and Dorothy. The forn1er married, against 1 ter father's 
"'consent, John Lawrence, who was a Protestant, and socially 
"inferior, doubtless, as he elected to follow the seas. The 
~, couple eloped and were married in the English Kirk at the 
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"Hague in Holland. As l\1ary Townley Lawrence was about 
"to becon1e a mother, she 1nade application to be received at 
"Townley Hall, but Sir Richard refused to receive her, and she 
'' returned to the ship Highflyer which had brought her from 
"I-Iolland, and of which her husband was the second officer; 
"and on board this ship were born twin sons.•· The ship put 
"into the port upon the Solway ,vhich was nearest to Corby 
"Castle, where her sister Dorothy, ,vho had 1narried Lord 
"Effingham, resided; and there, at the church of the parish 
" Witherel, to which Corby Castle belonged, the twins were 
"baptized by the na1nes of John and Jonathan. The · former 
"died in infancy. Jonathan, together ,vith a sister Mary, 
"subsequently born at the Hague, e1nigrated ~ith their parents 
"to America in the autumn of 1714., and the fa1nily were 
" virtually lost to their English relatives, being in constructive 
"disgrace from the powerful effect of the anger of Sir Richard 
"Townley, of Townley Hall, whose high social position and 
"great wealth added force to his displeasure· throughout the 
" circle of his kindred. These emigrants, John and Mary 
"Lawrence, with their son and daughter, were with difficulty 
"followed in their wanderings after their arrival in A1nerica, 
"for the reason, chiefly, that the father and son followed the 
"seas and the females would have only such temporary abodes 
"on shore as might suit the coasting expeditions of father and 
"son. 

" The son, however, eventually found a home at the mature 
" age of 43, in a town not far from Boston, and his marriage is 
"recorded to have taken place November 13, 1738\ · He becan1e 
" conspicuous as an officer con1missioned by Governor Shirley, 
"in the French and Indian war, and was re\varded, with others, 
"by his Majesty l{ing George Third, by a grant of five hundred 
"acres of land in Nova Scotia. Upon this grant he settled and 
"there died in 1769. The family history has been traced from 
"him with sufficient authenticity, it is supposed, to justify the 
,~ institution of legal proceedings, and these ~ave quite recently 
"been conunenced. In 17 43, or five years after the marriage 
"of Jonathan La,vrence, there cuhninated several large est~tes , 
"into one-the one now called the Lawrence Townley Estat;)' 
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Another of the Lawrence families claims descent from John 
Lawrence who settled in Watertown, Mass. They have the 
same general story, viz.: - " That John Lawrence 1narried Mary 
"Townley, ran away to America, etc." For a full genealogy 
of this fa1nily, see "The Genealogy of John Lawrence of 
"Watertown, Mass. (by John Lawrence), printed by Whipple, 
"Boston, 1857." Next in pro1ninence for their efforts is the 
Chase fan1ily, of ,vhich the late Chief Justice, Saln1on P. Chase, 
was a 1ne1nber. And as early as 184 7 (besides previous efforts 
in 1830), a lengthy notice appeared in a Baltimore paper, stat­
ing that by a decree of the High Court of Chancery, ,~ three­
" fourths of the Townley Estate belonged to Willia in, rfhomas 
"and Aquilla Chase, or descendants, and the ren1aining one­
" fourth to another brother, or descendants, whose Christian 
"name the Court was unable to ascertain.'' rfhis staten1ent 
was entirely without foundation, as no such decree ever existed. 

Next we mention the Townley family, a fan1ily well kno,vn 
in the Middle and Western States, as well as in the Canadas; 
and one that has enrolled a1nong its me1nbers the nan1es of many 
prominent citizens. This family have been very enthusiastic 
in clain1ing that they ,vere related to Mary Townley of Lanca­
shire, and have spared no effort to prove their claim to be a true 
one. Brit without avail. Effingham Townley, of Elizabethtown, 
New Jersey (deceased), was so confident that the estate in ques­
tion would fall to hin1, that he made provision for its distribu­
tion in his will to his children. They have fan1ily traditions 
concerning a large rfownley Estate in England, besides a corre­
spondence that passed bet\veen Richard Townley of New Jersey 
and Charles Townley, Clarenceux ( descendant of Nicholas 
Townley, deceased, formerly of Littleton House near London). 
This correspondence ,vas in 1765-6-7-8, and, although the 
marriage at that tin1e had taken pla.ee,-it referred in no way to 
a Mary Townley who left her home and came to America, nor 
to any estate for the heirs of such a person. Next we n1ention 
the Williams fan1ily of New Hampshire, who are positive that 
Sarah Lawr,ence, who married their ancestor, was the daughter 
of Mary Townley, who married Joseph Lawrence. 
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On the back of the bond of J asiel Lawrence appears the 
following: -

" GENEALOGY, AND DECREE OF CHANCERY. 

"It is now certain that Jasiel Lawrence, of Watson, Lewis County, 
New York, is the SOLE HEIR to the Lawrence Townley Estate. The 
Lawrence family in different parts of the country have expended large 
sums of 1noney in investigating their claims to this estate, but in vain, 
- all of them_ having failed to prove their heirsbip to this immense 
fortune, as the pure blood of 1\IAitY TOWNLEY, through whom the estate 
is derived, did not flow in their veins. 

"This Mary Townley was married in England to John Lawrence, 
the ancestor of the present '-Tasiel Lawrence. This marriage of John 
Lawrence and Mary Townley is found in the English R.ecords. They 
emigrated to this country in 1716. The said ,J obn Lawrence, and 
l\fary Townley bis wife, had only one son, named Jonathan, who was 
the great-grandfather of J asiel Lawrence, the present heir-at-law to 
this estate. This Jonathan Lawrence married Hannah Robbins, of 
Walpole, Massachusetts, in 1738, by whom he had two sons, Jona­
than, Jr., and ,villiam. Jonathan Lawrence, Jr., was the eldest son, 
and next heir to the estate, according to the laws of England. He 
was born in Walpole, lVIass., in 1739. IIe married Rachael Smith, of 
Easton, ]Hass., in 1762. This fact is proved by the town records of 
Easton, and by other official documents in the possession of the pres­
ent Jasiel Lawrence. This Jonathan Lawrence, ,Jr., and Rachael his 
wife, had two sons, Libbeus and Jasiel. Libbeus was born in Nova 
Scotia, in 17G5, and died in Lansingburgh, N.Y., in 1818, leaving- one 
son, John A. Lawrence, who died in Troy, N.Y., June 10th, 1857, 
leaving one son, Norman .J. Lawrence, who died in 1862, without 
heirs. 1-Ie was a soldier in the United States Army, and was shot 
while driving an ambulance. This closed the line of heirship of Libbeus 
Lawrence. Jasiel Lawrenee, Sr., only b1·other of Libbeus, was born 
in Easton, Mass., in 1772, and died at Durhamville, Oneida County, 
N.Y., in 1842, leaving Jasiel Lawrence, Jr., of Watson, Lewis County, 
N.Y., who was born 8epte1nber 30th, 1808, and is the oldest surviving 
son, and only heir to the estate, according to the law of England. 

"The COURT OP CHANCERY of England, ordered by the I-louse of Com­
mons, February 23d, 1865, decided: That 'The Lawrence-Townley 
Estate remains unsettled~ and as yet subject to a claimant,' and 
there is marked on the Chancery books, - ' I-Ieirs gone to America.' 
The Court also passed the following decree : That ' The Estate belongs 
to the heirs of Mary Townley, who, having marrierl a Lawrence, settled 
in America, and her descendants are the legal heirs to the Estate.' " 

[NOTE. -The above statement is false in every particular. J 
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There is still another fa1nily who clain1 Mary Townley as an 
ancestor, and ,vho say that she 111arried a Herbert. A fe,v of 
the ti1nes and places of n1eetings of the above fa1nilies are given 
belo,v. There was a large gathering of the T'ownleys of Amer­
ica, at Elizabeth, Ne,v J er~ey, Septen1ber 21, 1845, at which 
time a co1nn1ission was sent to England. In 1852-3, 1neetings 
,vere held, f uncls collected, and Colu1nbus Sn1ith, of \Vest Sauls- · 
bury, Vennont, and J. B. Price, of Philadelphia, ,vere sent to 
England as counsel. The report of Colun1bus Sn1ith, I believe 
to be truthful, and, as far as his exa1nination proceeded, consid­
ering that he ,vas laboring in an entirely ,vrong direction, I 
think he accon1plished all that the circumstances per1nitted. A 
n1eeting of the Lawrences ,vas held at the next of kin office of 
Mr. Hayes, 327 Broadway, and at the Merchants' Hotel, New 
York, in July, 1857. 

A large meeting of the heirs of John Lawrence, of "\Vatertown, 
Mass., was held in Boston, in April, 1855. At the American 
Hotel, Toronto, Canada West, a large gathering of the claim­
ants ,vas held in April, 1867. A gathering of the possible heirs 
took place at ~liddletown, N .Y., in October, 1877. 'fhe above 
are a few of the many 1neetings that have been held at different 
tin1es by the supposed heirs to the Townley estate. 

I quote the following fron1 a pamphlet printed ,vith the as­
sent of Mr. J asiel T. Lawrence: - ~, S01ne fifty years ago, in a 
"suit brought by the Lawrences of Boston and vicinity, in the 
"English Court of Chancery, the Court denied the suit as it 
"was found, in the language of the decree, case No. 24, 366: 
"' That the said claimants are not the lawful and lineal descend­
" ants of John La,vrence and Mary his wife; and that they are 
"not in the line of descent.' The Hon. Abbott Lawrence and 
"Daniel Webster, the latter in the interest of the Chase fa1nily, 
Hin its early connection with said estate, have had to do with 
" the inquiries instituted." And fron1 the san1e source I quote 
as follows : -
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.. 
" The Opinions of Eminent Lawyers : 

"UTICA, N.Y., Aug. 8, 1868. 

"At the request of Mr. Jasiel La'.vrence, of Lewis County, 
"and others, I have examined the general features of the claim 
"made by him and others to property in England, known as 
"the Townley Estate. In n1y opinion there is sufficient evi­
" dence that they are, and can probably establish that they are, 
"entitled to said estate, to warrant the employn1ent of a con1-
" petent person to investigate the matter, and thus ascertain 
"whether their claim can be established or not by competent 
"proof. 

'' (Signed,) FRANCIS I{ERNAN. 

"H. Stark, Verona, l Witnesses. 
"R. W. Phillips, Utica, & others, ~ 

"ROCHESTER, ,July 5, 1870. 

"Dear Sir :-In respect to the claim of l\1r. J asiel Lawrence, 
"I have expressed _the opinion that he is an heir to the r.rown­
" Iey Estate, and the facts justify his expenditure of the neces­
" sary n1oney to investigate and enforce his claim. 

" (Signed,) JORN H. MARTINDALE, 
"Att' y at Law. 

"Late Attorney General of the State of New York and :Mjlitary Governor 
"of D. C. 

" Witness - J. W. Parker, East Pike, Wyoming County, New 
"York." 

.o1r. P. Kearn, of Kearn & Porter, Attorneys-at-Law, in 
Cincinnati, under date of May 3, 1875, says: - "I have spent 
"a great deal of time and patience in exan1ining the title and 
"claims of the several claimants to the Townley-Lawrence 
"Estate in England. There is no doubt in 111y mind but that 
"the estate, worth several millions of dollars, is there a waiting 
"the lawful claimants." From numerous letters received from 
parties who have made a study of this question, and who were 
supposed to be authorities, we condense as follows : - "The 
"last lineal descendant of Townley Hall was Charles Townley, 
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" who died in 1805. Since his death the Hall has been leased 
"three ti111es by the govern1nent to collateral heirs of the 
"Townley family. A late occupant ,vas Col. Charles 'fo,vnley, 
'' ,vho died suddenly on Saturday 1norning, N ovembe1~ 11, 1876. 
"The deceased was born in 1803." 

"The estate known as the To,vnley Estate consists of four 
"estates that have lapsed into one, namely - the Ho,vard 
"Estate, descended fron1 Francis Howard (Lord Effingham), 
" on ,vhich Corby Castle is located ; the Standish Estate ; the 
"Widclrington Estate and the Townley Estate, near Burnley, 
"in Lancashire. Corby Castle and the Ho,vard property are 
"said to rent for four hundred thousand dollars per annu1n. 
" To,vnley Hall and the Townley Estate are said to rent for a 
,~ like su1n per annu1n." "In the wills of the late occupants 
"of Townley Hall no transfer is made of any part of the Town­
" ley Estate." "The Townley Estate passed into Chancery in 
"the early part of the present century, and the first advertise­
" ment concerning it appeared in 1827.~' 

The following copies of circulars are of interest in this con­
nection:-

CAUTION. 

WHEREAS, printed circulars have been sent out purporting 
to give the proceedings of a meeting of the LA WREN CE Col\1-
1\fITTEE, held at the 1\1erchants' Hotel, in Courtlandt st., New­
York, July 20th, 1857, in ,vhich my name is used as being 
Chairn1an, and as signing the proceedings of said Committee. 

I was not Chair1nan of any Con1mittee when Tho1nas lvlc­
Do,vell and Lewis P. Hunt were chosen as Agents to proceed 
to England, nor did I sign any proceedings of any Com1nittee 
held there. 

JULY 31st, 1857. 

"Beware of the first fraud." 

JAMES 8. LA WREN CE, 

Freehold, N. J. 

At a meeting of the Lawrence heirs, held at the next of kin 
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office, 327 Broadway, New-York, this day, the following reso­
lution was unanimously adopted : 

"'1"'hat the heirs present recognize MR. HENRY HAYS as the 
"only legitimate means of reaching the object at which they 
'' are aiming." 

JAMES 8. LA\VRENCE, 

Ohair man. 
JULY 24th, 1857. 

LA WRENCE-TOWXLEY ASSOCIATIOX. 

DAYTON, 0., June 1, 1873. 

As a person interested in the Lawrence-Townley estate, 
your attention is called to the fact that there has been a decis­
ion of the English Court of Chancery, by which three fourths 
of the sun1 of 8380,000,000 has been awarded to the American 
heirs of }Iary Townley. This vast property comes from Sir 
R. Townley, living about 1600, at Townley Hall, Lancashire, 
England. l\fary To,vnley was heir to this immense estate. 
8260,000,000 has been awarded to her heirs in America, and 
as one of her heirs you are interested in the investigations of 
the follo,ving questions: 

1. "\Vho are the legal heirs of l\fary Townley-Lawrence? 
2. "\Vhat is necessary to do to establish said title or claim? 
3. Can you establish your claim, or on what proof do you 

base vour claim? ., 

,,re wish to impress upon you that no one but YOU can 
furnish your family history, consequently if you do not do it 
it will never be done. This is all that is wanting no,v. "\Vill 
you do it? No other person has as much interest in your case 
as yourself. By furnishing us all the evidence you can obtain, 
as soon as possible, ,ve may be able to supply any wanting link8 
in vour chain from other sources. But we can not do this .., 

without your help. Please forward to us as soon as possible 
a full family history of your ancestry as far back as you can 
give it- names, dates, &c. not r-5uppo.-Jed, but ,vhat you can 
prove - and we will then place them, ·with other~, in the hands 
of attorneys to arrange. "\\Till you unite with us and give all 
the aid possible? and there is no doubt about the successful 
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result. It is a big undertaking, and can only be accomplished 
by united effort. If you <lo not desire to push your claim any 
longer, please notify "W. L. Winchell, Corresponding Secre­
tary of Lawrence-Townley Association, Dayton, Ohio," so that 
there may be no delay waiting for your proof. It may be a 
fortune to you to attend at once to this matter, but you alone 
must decide as to ,vhat you can or will do. 

Respectfully, 

W. L. WINCHELL, 
J. D. FOX, 
J. Q. A. COFFEEN. 

Executive Committee. 

THE LAWRENCE-TOWNLEY ESTATE. 

NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS FORMED. 

A Report of the Delegates to the Meeting, held at Buffalo, N. Y., 
Thnrsday, Feb. 3rd, 1876. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

A meeting of the delegates, representing the interests of 
nearly all the heirs to the Lawrence-Townley Estate, as also, 
the interest of the heirs to the Lawrence Estate proper, was 
held at Buffalo on the 3rd <lay of February, 1876, for the pur­
pose of taking further action in prosecuting the claims to these 
vast estates. 

After organizing the meeting by electing S. S. Brown, of 
Perrysburg, President, and P. Kearn, of Cincinnati, Secretary, 
the President stated that the object of meeting was to unite the 
interests of the several heirs into one common interest, under 
one body of Directors, so that the claims might be prosecuted 
more vigorously and harmoniously than had been done here­
tofore. 

D. B. Carver, of Albany, made a spirited speech, :urging 
upon the Association the necessity of all men1bers making a 
speedy compilation of their pedigrees, so that the case 1night 
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be completed in Record evidence, before commencing action in 
the English Courts of Chancery. A full history of the organ­
ization and progress of the Western Branch of the Lawrence­
Townley Association of Cincinnati, was laid before the n1eeting 
by Dr. Shepherd, of Glenda.le, President, and P. Kearn, of 
Cincinnati, the Counsel of the Association. After which the 
following resolutions were unani1nously adopted. 

1st. Resolved, That there be elected a National Board of 
Directors, consisting of seven members, five of ·whom shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. This 
Board to be clothed with authority from all parties interested 
in either of the estates, to perforn1 such acts as in their opinion 
are necessary to raise funds to complete the records and· pedi­
grees of the members, and to defray the expenses of a vigorous 
prosecution of the case to a final terinination. 

Th~ following gentlemen were elected as 1nembers of the 
National Board of Directors : 

Dr. SHEPHERD, Glendale, 0. 
S. S. BROWN, Perrysburg, N. Y. 
FRED. WELLMAN, Cincinnati, 0. 
A. C. KINGSBURY, Watkins, N. Y. 

DAN. LAWRENCE, Reading, 0. . 
D. \V. 1-IAMMOND, Ontario, Can.ada. 
CHARLES TINKER, Geneva, 0. 

2nd. Resolved, That the Board of Directors be empowered 
to elect delegates to procure Powers of Attorney and Releases 
from the heirs in both the United States and British Domin­
ions; to draw up Articles of Association for the purpose of 
forming a Joint Stock Company, ,vith power to issue Bonds, 
which shall be made in conformity with law, binding on all 
the heirs, for the purpose of raising funds to defray the neces­
sary expenses in .prosecuting the case; said funds to be used 
under the supervision and direction of the Board of Directors, 
in connection with their Counsel, and that they act with such 
Barrister or Barristers as n1ay be retained by said Board, in 
the final prosecution of the case in England. 

3rd. Resolved, That all papers, pedigrees, and Re.cords of 
every description, and fro111 all resources, shall be passed over 
to the National Board of Directors, to be used by the111 for 



32 THE MYSTERY SOLVED. 

their entire use and benefit, in completing the pedigree of any 
member who may be a contributor to the general fund, or for 
such other purpose as said Board may require. The Board 
may however give such a consideration for any valuable papers, 
as they shall deem just and equitable. 

4th. Resolved, That all parties having an interest in either 
the Lawrence-Townl_ey Estate, or in the La,vrence Estate, shall 
be entitled to the benefit arising fro1n the genealogie~ or pedi­
grees already compiled, or that may hereafter be traced out by 
order of 8aid Board ; and that their interest shall be prosecuted 
without any additional fee further than may be required as a 
general assess1nent by the Board of Directors for the purpose 
of liquidating expenses. 

5th. Resolved, That this n1eeting recommends to the National 
Board of Directors as Counsel, D. B. Carver, of Albany; George 
Day, of Troy; Gen. Durbin Ward and Peter Kearn, of Cincin­
nati ; and such Barristers in England as may hereafter be 
decided upon. 

6th. Resolved, That said National Board of Directors do 
meet for the purpose of carrying into effect the above resolu­
tions, at as early a date as possible. The same to convene at a 
call from Dr. Shepherd, of Glendale, who is to act as President 
until the regular organization of the Board. 

DR. SHEPHERD, Prest., Pro Tem. 
P. l{EAM, Sec'y, Pro Tem. 

The above Association, properly known as ·" The Wes tern 
"Association of the Lawrence-Townley Estate," had for the basis 
of its action the staten1ent that Richard To,vneley, who married 
Mary, the daughter of Lord Widdrington, had two daughters -
Mary, who n1arried John Lawrence, and Dorothy, who married 
Sir Francis Howard, afterward Lord Effingham ; together with 
the remainder of this story as given on a_ preceding page. On 
the strength of this statement, certain members of the Lawrence 
family residing in Cincinnati and vicinity, who had never 
devoted then1sel ves to genealogical matters, were persuaded to 
form the above Association. The statement was entirely false, 
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as I have shown in another part of this volun1e; and those who 
expended their ti111e, money, and labor, to form this Association, 
were sadly in1posed upon. The President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary of the above Association, as well as the late Dr. 
Coffeen, I kne,v personally as being 1nen of strict integrity 
and ho'nesty of purpose. Dr. Shepherd, President of the above 
Association, has devoted himself for 1nany years to the work of 
ascertaining the truth, or falsity, of the An1erican traditions; 
and ,vhen he found that it could not be obtained through the 
medium of the Association in question, he sought n1y services 
in 1884, and we have gone to the bottom of the matter, as will 
be seen in the following chapters. 

The state1nent that Sir Richard Towneley ,vho married Mary 
"\Vidclrington, had a daughter Dorothy, is false. Richard Towne­
ley, born in 1687 (grandson of Richard Towneley and Margaret 
Paston), married, subsequent to 1710, the Hon. Lady Mary, 
daughter of William, 3d Lord Baron Widdrington, a copy of 
whose will ( dra,vn l\!Jarch 26th, 169-1) is in my possession. They: 
had no child na111ed Dorothy; and not being married until 
after 1710, they could have had no daughter Mary to 1narry 
any John or Joseph Lawrence in 1690~ nor 1693. The brother­
in-law of this Richard To,vneley was William, 4th Lord Baron 
Widdrington, who married for his first wife Jane Tempest. He 
was heir to the Widdrington estates. To,vneley and Widdring­
ton were implicated in the Rebellion of 1715, and were tried 
for high treason. Towneley ,vas acquitted, although he deserved 
to be convicted. Widdrington was convicted, but escaped death 
through the influence of friends in the Royal Court. 

He was, however, d·eprived of his honors, his real and personal 
estate was sold, and the amount realized, together with the 
rents and profits thereof, in all about $500,000, was paid into 
the receipts of the Royal Exchequer. 

This left Willia1n Widdrington a poor man, and in 1722 [see 
Journal of. the House of Co1nmons] Parlia1nent granted '' to 
"William, late Lord Widdrington, the sum of £12,000 to enable 
"him to live." Willian1 Widdrington died at Bath, England, in 
17 43, having married for his second wife a l\1rs. Grahan1. 
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Richard Towneley died August 18th, 1735. I have a copy of 
bis will, and there is no 1nention in it of any daughter Dorothy. 
His will was drawn February, 1731-2, and probated October 
10th, 1735. 

The only daughter he had was Mary Catharine, who married 
Tho1nas Hornyold, of Blackmore Park, County of Worcester, 
Esq., who died in 1762. She ,vas not of age when her father 
died. 

The "Historical Register and Chronological Diary," for 1729 
(vol. 16, p. 34), reports the death of Mary Widdrington as 
follows: - "July 2d, 1729, Dy'd, the Hon. Mrs. Mary Towneley, 
"wife of Richard Towneley, of Towneley, Esq., and sister of the 
"present Lord Widdrington.'' 

There is not, and never was, any record of any marriage of a 
John Lawrence to a Mary Towneley, daughter of Richard 
Towneley and Mary Widdrington his wife. There is no record 
of the baptis1n of John, and Jonathan Lawrence upon the 
Church Registers at Wetheral. I have visited Wetheral and 
Corby Castle, and tLe Corby estates do not, and never did, 
belong to the Towneley family. 

They are at present in the possession of one of the Howard 
fan1ily. Corby Cctstle is at present rented to Mr. E. Behrens. 

No John Lawrence with a wife Mary Townley, ever came to 
Massachusetts oi- Nova Scotia ; and the Jonathan Lawrence 
who in 1738 married Hannah Robbins in Walpole, Mass., was 
not in any way descended fro1n Richard Towneley and Mary 
Widdrington. The Lawrence fa1nily of England never resided 
at Ashton l-Iall, near Manchester. Ashton Hall, about 6 1niles 
fron1 JVIanchester, is in the village of Ashton-under-Lyne, and 
was the home of the Assheton, or Ashton, fa1ni~y. The home 
of the Lawrence family was Ashton IIall, about three n1iles 
from the city of Lancaster. .A. portion of the old building is 
still standing, but the property passed fron1 the hands of the 
Lawrence fan1ily long ago. The last 1nale heir ,vas Sir Robert 
Lawrence, !{night, whose co-heiress Sibel married Thon1as 
Hesketh, Esq., of Rufford. A::;hton I--Iall pa::;:::ie<l iuto the 
possession of J runes Earl of Arran, in the latter part of the 
seven teen th century. 
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Mr. George W. Chase, of Olathe, l{ansas, has for years 1 

asserted that he found in England a Decree of the Court of 
Chancery, issued in relation to a suit brought by Jonathan 
Lawrence and others, in 1827, to recover the estate of l\tiary 
Townley ,vho married John Lawrence. Mr. Chase gives the 
date of the issuing of this Decree as 1829, and states that he 
has a copy of it. In a circular issued by Mr. Chase, August 
31st, 187 5, is the following: - "The great obstacle in the way 
"was a lack of the date of the decision of the Court of Chancery. 
"Within a short time I have obtained that, and can at any tinie 
"after ,ve get prepared, lay claim to it. There is but one place 
~'in England where it is recorded." And in the same circular he 
says: - "Above all, the case was kept in Chancery for many 
"years, and finally decided in 1829, which leaves us but a short 
"tirne in which to present and prove our claim. The time is 
" coming ,vhen I will publish, in circular form, the decision." 

I have personally exan1ined the" Decrees and Orders" of the 
English Court of Chancery, as ,vell as "Chancery Bills and 
Answers," from 1640 to 1860, under the na1nes of Lawrence, 
Chase, and Townley, and I assert that there is no such Decree 
in existence, and never was. In a letter dated November 30th, 
1880, lVIr. Chase writes as follows : - " John Lawrence 1narried 
"Mary Townley in Holland and ca1ne to America. I have full 
"proofs ,vith dates. This J\1ary Townley was daughter of Sir 
"Richard Townley, the last male heir in direct line to inhetit 
"the estate." Having "full proofs with dates" is, to say the 
least, putting it rather strong. Within the past two years -
and fully nine years after he had written that he had obtained 
the date of the "decision of the Court of Chancery " - Mr. 
Ch3se writes as follows: - "Mary 1,ownley was rnarriecl in 
H London, in a church. Her parents were present, so the story 
"of her elopement is not correct." There is a wide margin 
between his two statements. I have also personally exan1ined 
the Records of the English Church in the city of Hague in 
Holland, as well aR the records of Nova Scotia, and they contain 
no entry whatsoever of the nunriage of a John or any other 
Lawrence to a Townley, nor the birth of any children from such 
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parents. In fact, the name of To,vnley is not to be found in 
the said records. 

James F. Jaquess and George W. Chase have for years 
deceived the public by spreading broadcast the story above 
referred to, and asserting it to be the truth. 

vVhen I turI1ed the direction of 1ny work from the Stephens 
family to the fan1ilies of La,vrence and Chase, I found that the 
said story formed the basis for the greater part of the action that 
had been and was being taken by the descendants of the Law­
rence and Chase families. Step by step I have searched for 
the facts, and have found that these statements were false to the 
core. 

In 1880 Messrs. Lan1phere and Usher of Ne,v York City 
began an investigation of the question herein dealt with. On 
his return to this country, from England, l\f r. Usher issued his 
report to those for whom he had been working. I have ne-ver 
met Mr. Usher, but an examination of his report (in the light 
of n1y present knowledge) convinces 111e that he has ,vorked 
not only intelligently but with an honesty of purpose; although 
he did not succeed in tracing to its true source the tradition 
that has been banded down for so 111any years in the Chase and 
Lavvrence fa111ilies. 



CHAPTER III. 

MARGARET TO"\VNLEY, RICHARD CHASE, AND THEIR ANCES­

TORS, vVITH SOI\'IE ACCOUNT OF SIR WILLIAM HALTON AND 

LADY BROWNE FISHER. 

I N 1\1:ay, 1882, ,vhile searching the records in Annapolis, 
Maryland, I chanced upon the uame of J eren1iah Townley 

Chase. The peculiarity of this nan1e at once attracted my 
attention. -Upon inquiry I learned that Jeremiah Townley 
Chase, deceased, had been Chief Justice for the Court of 
Appeals, in Maryland; and that so1ne of his descendants were 
living in Annapolis. A short time after, I n1et his granddaugh­
ter, Miss Matilda Chase, since deceased; who, when she learned 
the object of 1ny visit, pointed to a portrait hanging upon the 
wall of her drawing roo1n, and said: - '' There is the portrait 
"of Lady Mary To,vnley, brought to this country by my ances• 
'' tors." In addition to this portrait Miss Chase had several pieces 
of silver plate, that her ancestors brought fro1n England, em­
blazoned ,vith the crest and ar1ns of the Townley family. I 
obtained permission to photograph the portrait and silver ware 
together with a gold snuff-box having upon it a portrait of one 
of their ancestors. 

The following sho,vs the sum and substance of the informa• 
tion possessed by the Chase family of l\Iary land, concerning 
their family history, at the time of my first making their ac• 
quaintance. I quote fron1 letters sent me by members of the 
family: -

" Samuel Chase of London, England, had Richard and 
"Thomas, and died about Nov. 2, 1722, in Bro,vnlow Street: 
" Drury Lane, in the Parish of St. Giles in the Fields. Richard1 
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MARGARET (COMMONLY CALLED LADY .MAHY) TOWNLEY. 

[From an Oil Painting by Sir Godfrey Kneller, date about 1713.] 
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"the elder of the two sons 1narried Margaret Frances Townley, 
"a daughter of Lord To,vnley, Oct. 31, 1714, and by her had 
"two sons, Richard and J ere1niah, who emigrated to America 
'' about the year 1732. Richard settled in Baltimore, and 
"Jeremiah in Charles County.,. Maryland. Samuel Chase 
'' owned houses at the Seven Dials, Gerard St., and Soho 
'' Square, London, and 111uch other property at Chelsea. 

" Considerable property is also believed to have been left by 
"Lady Bro,vne Fisher to Margaret Frances (Townley) Chase, 
" and also by Lady Frances Halton, wife of Sir William Halton, 
"Baronet, her relative to Richard and J ere1niah Chase, sons of 
'' Margaret Frances Townley and Richard Chase who ca1ne to 
'' An1erica in 1732. The Reverend Thomas Chase of Balti111ore 
"received and accounted for rents and other 1nonies due 
'' Richard and J eren1iah Chase, and at his death, Sir William 
,~ Halton, of London, Baronet, perforn1ed this service for the1n. 
"After the death of Sir William Halton, Sir William Perkins, 
'' a 1nerchant, received and accounted for the same to Richard 
'' Chase and Judith, the wido,v of Jeremiah Chase. Richard 
"Chase, 2d, died Dec. 1757, when his son Jeremiah Townley 
"Chase was a n1inor, and directed by Will that all his personal 
"estate should be converted into money and lodged in the 
"Public Funds, in England, for the education of his t,vo chil­
" dren, Jeremiah To,vnley Chase and Frances Halton Chase ; 
"which was done it is believed, and there is no evidence to 
"show how these funds ,vere expended, whether for the benefit 
"of the persons named or not, or ,vhether they ever received 
"the ,vhole benefit by proceeds fro1n sales of these lands, 
"houses and property, or not, or ,vere paid over the money for 
"rents accrued since the death of Sir Willia1n Halton. And 
" in fact no evidence or papers to sho,v that the property was 
"sold, paid for ancl' a return made to the rightful owners." 

From another letter I quote the following: - "The family 
" portraits now in Annapolis, were painted by Sir Godfrey 
, .. I{neller. In regard to the annuities, Sir vVillian1 Halton in 
"a letter to Richard Chase ( son of Margaret Townley and 
H Richard Chase), says: ' In justice they belong to you. They 
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"were given, by your great grandfather Andrews, to Turton 
'' and Crayle, in trust for his wife Lady Bro,vne Fisher, and 
"then for your n1other, Margaret Townley.' This letter is 
"dated Dece1nber 1ot11, 17 4 7, signed Willia1n Halton, Baronet, 
'' and directed to Mr. Richard Chase. Lady Browne Fisher 
"married n1ore than once and through connection with her, 
"Margaret Townley Jllay be identified. 

,; June 6th, 1882. ,, 

It will be seen fro1n the above that, although the Chase family 
of Annapolis possessed but little information relating to their 
ancestry, it yet contained, besides a Chase-Townley n1arriage, 
much that related to a Lord To,vnley and property in England. 
The discovery of the above points in the history of the Chase 
family of l\1aryland at once led me to trace in detail their gene­
alogy, ,vhich I found to be the key to the solution of the 
"Lawrence-Townley'' ''Chase-Townley" estate question. 

1,he pedigree of the To,vneley ( or To,vnley) fa1nily accom­
panying this volu1ne clearly shows the solution of the Lawrence­
Chase-Townley traditions that have so long troubled the 111inds 
of anxious inquirers, 9,nd defied the efforts of many agents and 
con1mittees. Whoever examines the pedigree will note that 
Margaret rfownley, of London, who married Richard Chase in 
1714, was cousin to Efnngham and Charles, sons of Col. Richard 
Townley of Elizabethtown, New Jersey. It will also be noted 
that by their marriage and inunigration to America, Margaret 
To,vnley and Richard Chase brought pro1ninently into notice a 
Townley-Chase alliance. 

This, with the fact that Col. Richard Townley had married 
the ~idow of Sir Philip Carteret (nee S1nith, ,vhose first hus­
band ,vas Captain Willia1u La,vrence of Flushing, Long Island), 
shows the foundation for the traditions so widely circulated in 
the La,vrence, Chase, and To,vnley families of this country. 
Richard Townley uaiue to An1erica in the suite of Lord Howard, 
Baron of Effingha1n, who succeeded Culpepper as Royal Gov­
ernor of Virginia in 1683. He remained in America and settled 
in Elizabethto,vn, New Jersey, ,vhere he became a Colonel of 
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the Militia and where he n1arried the above mentioned lady, 
,vhose children, by her first husband, Willian1 Lawrence, ,vere 
yet of tender years when she becan1e his \vife. His relative, 
Jeremiah Townley, remained in London, where he ,vas styled a 
'' Gentle1nan." I-le ,vas buried in the church of St. Alµhage, 
London Wall, l\1ay 4, 1727. His daughter and only child mar­
ried, ,vhen about t,venty-one years of age, Richard Chase (son 
of Samuel Chase, '' Citizen and Joyner " of St. Giles in the Fields, 
London), ,vho becan1e a clergyman of the Church of England. 
I give belo,v a copy of their marriage license and the record of 
their 1narriage : -

" 28 th May, 1714. Which day appeared personally Richard 
"Chase, of the parish of St. Andre,v, Holborn, London, aged 22 
'' years and a Bachelor and alledged that he intendeth to 111arry 
",vith Margaret Frances Townley, of the san1e parish, aged 
·' about 21 years and a Spinster. Not knowing or believing any 
'' impediment by reason of any pre-contract, consanguinity, affin­
" ity, or any other la,vful n1eans ,vhatsoever to hinder the said 
"intended n1arriage; of the truth of which he made Oath and 
"prayed License for them to be married in the parish church of 
'' St. Michael, Wood Street, St. Bridget, alias Brides, or St. 
'' J\,Iary Magdalen, Old Fish Street, London. 

RICH° CHASE." 

From the Register of the Church of St. Mary l\1agclalen, Old 
Fish Street, London : -

'' Richard Chase of St. Andre,v, Holborn and l\fargaret 
" Frances Townley of the same parish, 1narried N ove1n r 1, 1714." 

Richard Chase and wife Margaret with sons Richard and 
Jeremiah ca111e to America and finally settled in Calvert County, 
l\tiaryland. Their son Jeremiah received a legal education and 
lived and died in Calvert County. Richard, his brother, settled 
in Baltimore, where he drew his will March 3d, 17 56. His 
descendants, now living (ten in number), are the onl.,v represen­
tatives of the Ch:.-tse-Townley alliance. They have preserved 
almost absolute silence concerning their family traditions, and 
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have done little or nothing in tracing their genealogy. This 
volume will convey to them, for the first time, the infonnation 
that they descend from the Littleton branch of the rrownley 
fan1ily, through the house of Royle, and that they are related 
to the descendants of Col. Richard Townley of New Jersey, 
who ·was of the sa111e branch. The To·wnley fiunily of New 
Jersey ,vill also, for the first time, learn of their Chase relatives. 
The ,vhole secret of the tradition of a "Townley-Chase" and 
"Townley-La,vrence" alliance, rests, without doubt, in the 
history of these two branches of the Townley family. 

In 1738 Richard Chase and wife l\1argaret were in London, 
wl.ere she re111ained until her death. 

Extract fro111 the Register of Burials in the Parish Church 
(St. Mary) of Stoke Newington in the County of l\1icldlesex: -

'' Burials. 17 41. January, 23, Margaret Frances Chase in 
'' wollen only. 

'· RALPH THORESBY, Rector." 

Richard Chase returned to An1erica. He was Rector of 
· Christ Church, Calvert County, l\1aryland, in 1739, and died in 
Charles County, l\1aryland, in 17 42, intestate, his estate being 
administered upon by his son Richard. 

As Ed ward Andrews, the grandfather of l\iargaret Frances 
To"~nley, ".,as a n1an of great w·ealth and of some degree in his 
day and generation, the following ,vill be of interest in this 
connection as relating to himself and family. 

Fron1 the History and Antiquities of Leicestershire, by John 
Nichols, vol. 3, p. 8: -

HJ obn Blount Esq. as son and heir male of "\Villia111 Lord 
"~Iountjoy and Dorothy his ,vife, beca1ne seized of the l\fanor 
"of ~\llexton and levied a fine of it 2 and 3, Philip and l\Iary 
"in the Octaves of St l\tiichaels, by which be w·ith Anthony 
"Andre,vs sett.Jed the iianor and .A.dvowson on Richard Perkins, 
"for w·hich Richard Perkins and his heirs were to pay hin1 and 
"the heirs of his bodv, vearlv, £42. 4s. at the font of St. Paul's 

• V ._ 

' ' Church in London; in default of such heirs then to J arnes 
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"Lord Mountjoy and his heirs. Richard also granted the 
"Manor and Advow:;on to said Anthony and his heirs, which 
"Anthony Andrews was also seized of the Manor of Bisbrooke, 
"Co. Rutland, and died 20 Dec. 3 and 4. Philip and Mary, 
"whereupon the said Manors of Allexton and Bisbrooke de~ 
"scended to Edward Andre\vs son and heir of Anthony., who 
"by Inquisition taken at Uppingham 3 Nov. 5 and 6 Philip and 
'' Mary, ,vas found to be 12 years of age and in ward of the 
"Cro\vn. 20 June, 10 Eliz. the said Edward Andrews came to 
'' be 21 years of age and the Queen 27 Nov. 10 Eliz. gave hin1 
" Li very of his lands. 

" Judgment was given against Ed ward Andrews for John 
"Blount and Ralph Bradley, Mich. 13 and 14 Eliz. Rot. 1568 in 
"coram Banco.'' 

[NOTE. -From Coke's Entries, pp. 499-501. And see Report of 
this Case in Dyer, fol. 311, a and b. Pasch. 14 Eliz.] 

"John Blount seized the Manor and sold it to Henry Lord 
" Crom,vell and heirs - by reason whereof great suits happened 
'' between the Lord Cron1 ,vell and Andrews from 14 Eliz. to 43 
" Eliz." [ Vide Second Part of Reports of the R. H. Lord Coke, 
where the case vvith full resolutions is set down at large. 
Crom well and Andrews, fol. 69, b, of the first edition, or vol. 
1, Part 2, p. 69, edition 1727.] " Charles Blount Lord Mount­
,, joy, died April 3, 1606 (he was Earl of Devonshire) at the 
"Savoy in the Strand, without la,vful issue, and ,vas buried in 
"Westminster Abbey in St. Paul's Chapel leaving all his lands 
'' to Mountjoy Blount his natural son, who, by special favor of 
"l{ing Ja1nes, having been advanced to the title of Lord Mount­
" joy, of Mountjoy Fort, in the north of Ireland; and by l{ing 
"Charles 1st, in 1627 Lord Mountjoy of Thurveston, Co. Derby, 
"was the next year by Patent, bearing date Aug. 3, 1628~ 
"created Earl of Newport in the Isle of Wight. Died Dec. 12, 
" 1665." 

The above mentioned Edward had Anthony Andrews, Sheriff 
of the County of Rutland in 1613; who left, an1ong other 
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children, Edward Andrews, who married for his second wife 
Mary Holder, by whon1 he had ( among others) Ed ward An­
drews, the grandfather of Margaret Frances Townley, who in his 
will rnentions "the Reversion of one Annuity of Seaven pounds 
'' per annum payable out of the Exchequer after the death of • 
'' Susannah Countess Dowager of N e,vport." 

In the church at Allexton "on a square stone over the out 
"ward entrance is this inscription: '' --

ED. ANDROWES. 

THE FOUNDER 

HEREOF 

A0 D'N I. 1594. R. E. 36. 

DEO GRACIAS. 

Edward Andre,vs, the grandfather of Margaret Frances 
Townley, married for his second wife, July 23, 1680, Lady 
Browne Dalston, widow of Sir George Dalston of Heath Hall, 
Warmsfielcl, Co. York, and of Dalston, Co. Cumberland, !{night. 
By his first wife this Edward had Frances who married j eremiah 
Townley, of London, Gent., and ,vas buried in the Church of 
St. Giles in the Fields, ,Jan. 15, 1693. 'The following extract 
from the will of Ed,vard Andrews shows that his grand­
daughter ,vas living ,vith hirn and his wife Lady Browne 
Dalston at the time he drew his will in 17 03. " Provided 
-~ allwayes and I doe hereby order and direct that if the said 
"'Jeremiah Townley or any other person or persons than n1y 
'~ said de are wife and the said Trustees shall at any time or 
·• times during ~nd untill n1y said grand-daughter shall attaine to 
.; the age of one and twenty yeares or day of n1arriage after six­
-~ teen yeares of age first happening by virtue or under pretence 
~~ of any right to or guardianship whatsoever of my said grand 
"'daughter Margaret Frances Townley take away keepe or 
•• maintain my said grand daughter the said Annuity or yearly 
•• summe of fifty pounds shall for such tin1e or ti111es as she shall 
·' be so taken away kept or n1aintained contrary to the true 
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'' intent and meaning of this 1ny will cease deter1nine and be 
"utterly void and of none effect." 

Ed ward Andrews drew his ,vill Dec. 6, 1703, and a codicil 
thereto Feb. 27, 1703 ( old style), at which time he was Captain 
of Horse, and a wealthy gentleman residing in the Parish of St. 
Giles in the Fields. The bulk of his property ,vas given to 
William Turton of Clifford's Inn, London, Gent., and J a1nes 
Crayle, Citizen and Stationer of London, in trust for his grand­
daughter Margaret Frances Townley, to be given to her ,vhen. 
she beca1ne twenty-one years of age or "upon the day of her 
"marriage after sixteen yeares of age first happening." Edward 
Andrews ,vas buried in the Church of St. Giles in the Fields, 
March 6, 1703-4. 

His will was proved March 14, 1703-4, by his wido,v and 
sole executrix, Lady Browne Dalston, alias Andrews. This will 
is of record at S01nerset House, London. 

Fron1 the extract above quoted, it will be seen that Edward 
Andrews was anxious to have his wife take the entire charge of. 
his grand-daughter, and that she should be brought up in ac­
cordance with her station in life. August 2, 1704, the ,vido,v 
of Edward Andrews (as Lady Browne Dalston, alias Andrews) 
married Sir Richard Fisher of St. lVIary, Islington, County of 
Middlesex, Baronet, ,vho ,vas buried Oct. 14, 1707, in ,vho111 it 
is supposed the title beca1ne extinct. Lady Bro-,vne Fisher ,vas 
buried at Islington, March 24, 17 40. 

It 1nay fairly be supposed that Margaret Townley received a 
good education, and was reared a1niclst the surroundings of 
wealth and refinement ; and, as she was heiress to a large estate, 
she was doubtless considered an eligible match for son1e one of 
the Nobility. 

Her portrait no,v in Annapolis shows her to have been a lady 
of beauty and intelligence. Her father, styled "Jeremiah 
"Townley, Gentlen1an," was descended, through the houses of 
Littleton and Royle, fron1 the fan1ily of Towneley, of To,vneley 
Hall, Lancashire, ,vhose pedigree is one of the 1nost ancient in 
Great Britain. His elder and only brother Francis, an eminent 
Turkey merchan~ of the city of London, was buried Feb. 27, 



:MARGARET TOWNLEY, RICHARD CHASE, ETC. 47 

1734, in St. Michael's Church, Bassishaw, London, leaving a 
fortune of over $500,000. 

This fortune, for a merchant of those days, was a very large 
one ; and there is little doubt in the 1nind of the writer that his 
next of kin were cheated out of it. A ,vill purporting to have 
been his (giving aln1ost his entire estate to one Liebert Dor­
rian) was believed by his next of kin to have been a forgery, 
aucl by them was contested, but under conditions where there 
was little chance of recovery. 

Richard Chase ,vas born in East Moulsey, January 3, 1691-2. 
His father, Samuel Chase, "' Citizen and Joyner " of London, 
was thrice n1arried. His first wife, whom he married in 1691, 
was Catharine Davis, by whon1 he had Richard, Thomas, and 
Catharine. He married for his second wife, in 1708, .l\!Iary Wal­
tou, Spinster, aged 30. His third ,vife was Henrietta Catharine 
Swain, ,vhom he 111arried in 1715, and by whom he had Samuel, 
Bridget, and Mary. He was the son of Richard Chase of St. 
Martin's in the Fields, London, whose marriage record is given 
below. 

Register of St. Michael's, Cornhill, London, p. 37 : -

" Publication 19 and 26 April and 3 lvlay 1657, of a marriage 
'' between Richard Chase of St. Martins in the Ji.,ields, brick­
" layer, and Bridgett Monday of this parish, spinster. May 7, 
"the said Richard Chase and Bridgett J.Vlonday ,vere married 
'' by Ald11. Tho. Atkin." 

Samuel Chase clre,v his will Nov. 26, 1720, and letters of 
adn1inistration were granted to his son San1uel upon his at­
taining his n1ajority, Oct. 13, 1738. In his ,vill he desires "to 
"be interred under 1ny pew in St. Giles Church." In his ,vill 
he mentions his daughter-in-law, Margaret Frances, ,vife of his 
eldest son Richard. 

The executors of his ,vill ,vere his ,vife Henrietta Catharine 
Chase, Torrand Swain her uncle, and Ed ward Byng, Gent., 
who ,vere also guardians of such of his children as "\Vere under 
age. 
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The reader will note, that although Richard Chase was of 
good birth, and his parents were of respectability and means, 
yet his wife's condition in life - an heiress and a companion of 
the Nobility - was superior to his own ; and fron1 this contrast 
the tradition probably arose that "Lady Townley married 
"beneath her station.'~ 

Thomas, the second son of Samuel Chase, and brother of 
Richard, also emigrated to America. "He was a graduate of 
" Cam bridge England, became a physician and emigrated to the 
"Island of St. Thomas in the West Indies, but taking Orders 
"he came to Maryland in Somerset County. He married a 
" Miss Walker, she dying, left him with his son Samuel the 
"subsequently celebrated Judge Chase. He afterwards mar­
" ried again & had 2 sons and 2 daughters : one son was lost 
" at sea. The other was killed at Braddock's Defeat by the 
"Indians. 

'' The daughters never married. He died April 4, 1779. He 
"was a Whig of the Revolutionary period."-REv. ETHAN 

ALLEN. 

Feb. 5, 17 44, Thon1as Chase became Rector of St. Paul's 
Church, Baltimore, having resigned eodie the rector.ship of Som­
erset Church, Somerset County, Maryland. His son Samuel 
Chase lived to become one of the • signers of the Declaration of 
Independence and to take an important part in the management 
of the affairs of this Republic. 

In a codicil to the will of Ed ward Andrews, dated February 
27, 1703, occurs the follo,ving: - "Item. Whereas I have 
"lately paid into the receipt of Her Majesty's Exchequer by 
'' Collonell Maurice Thompson the sum me of ninety pounds in 
" part of the summe two hundred and sea venty pounds for the 
"purchase of eighteen pounds per annum in part of the su1nme 
"of fifty pounds per annu1n agreed to be sold for ninety-nine 
"years of the annuities lately granted by Act of Parliament I 
"doe hereby order and direct notwithstanding any thing con• 
"tained in 1ny said Will to the contrary That 1ny Executrix 
"shall pay the remaining one hundred and eighty pounds for 

. "my purchase of the said eighteen pounds per annum ,vhen the 
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'same shall become due to be paid which said eighteen pounds 
'per annum I doe hereby give and devise unto the said Wil­
' liam Turton and J a1nes Cray le. In trust nevertheless that 
'the said William Turton and James Cray le and the survivour 
'of them and the executors and administrators of such survi­
' vour shalt permitt and suffer my said deare wife Dame Browne 
'Dalston and her assignes to receive and t~ke the rents and 
'profitts thereof to her owne use for and during the joint lives 
'of my said deare ,vife and my grand daughter Margarett 
1
' Frances Townley so that the said time shall not. exceed the 
·' time that my said grand daughter shall attaine the age of one 
1
' and twenty years or day of marriage after sixteen yeares 
:, which shall first happen. And if 1ny said grand daughter 
"shall attaine to the said age of one and twenty yeares or day 
''of marriage after sixteen yeares first happening then that the 
,~ said William Turton and James Crayle and the survivour of 
"them and the executors and administrators of such survivour 
'' shall assigne convey and n1ake over the said annuity of eigh­
" teen pounds unto my said grand daughter Margarett Frances 
"Townley her executors administrators and assignes." 

The above refers to the annuities mentioned by Sir William­
Halton, Baronet, in the letter dated London, December 10, 
17 4 7, and addressed to Richard Chase ( son of Margaret Town­
ley and Reverend Richard Chase) of Annapolis, Maryland, 
referred to in a preceding part of this chapter. 

From this letter of Sir William Halton 's, it would appear 
that, in 17 4 7, six years after the death of Margaret To~nley 
Chase and Daine Browne Fisher, these annuities were without a 
claimant, and that "in justice," as his letter states, they 
belonged to the heir male in America. The Chase family of 
America never received the benefit of these annuities as far as 
can be ascertained, and after a most diligent search to obtain a 
trace of them I have concluded that they have passed out of 
sight of the present generation, as the books in ,vhich a record 
of them was kept are not to be found. It will be seen that the 
above letter of Sir William Halton would naturally a waken an 
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interest among the descendants of Margaret To,vnley in this 
country who were the Chase family of Maryland, and that the 
tradition that there was a property in England belonging to the 
Chase family of An1erica, one of ,vhose ancestors had married a 
Lady ·rownley, would naturally find its way throughout the 
Chase families of this country. 

Again, as shown in the pedigree, branch D., Daine Browne 
Fisher, by will dra,vn Feb. 8, 1736, proved Aug. 6, 17 40, 
charges her estate in St. Andrew's, Holborn, London, " with the 
"pay111ent of five hundred pounds apiece of lawful money of 
"Great Britain, uuto Richard Chase and Jeremiah Chase, 
"children of Richard Chase and Margaret Frances, his ,vife, to 
"be paid them respectively at the end of three months next 
"after the decease of the said Dame Frances Halton, in case 
"they shall then have respectively attained their ages of twenty 
"one years." 

This property was left in trust to Sir Willia111 Halton, her 
son-in-law, whon1 she made her sole executor; and in his will, 
codicil 3, drawn Feb. 7, 1754, proved Feb. 14, 1754, appears the 
following: - "And whereas rny freehold estate in Holborn 
" stands charged with the payment of five h unclred pounds 
"unto Jeremiah Chase, now I do hereby direct that my exec­
" utors or one of then1 do out of my personal estate discharge 
"the same as soon as conveniently 1nay be after my decease." 
This shows culpable carelessness, to say the least, on the part 
of Sir William Halton, as by the terins of the will of Dame 
Browne Fisher ( of which he was sole executor), Jeremiah 
Chase was to have been paid five hundred pounds within three 
months after the death of Dame Frances Halton ,vho was 
buried at Islington April 21, 17 4 7. 

Jeremiah Chase died intestate in Charles County, Maryland, 
in 1755. In a list of debts due him at the time of hi::; decease, 
appears the one above of five hundred pounds due him from 
Sir Willia111 Halton, Bart. Thus it appears that he never 
received the money willed to him by Dame Bro,vne Fisher, which 
was another cause for the belief that there was property in 
England belonging to the Chase-To,vnley descendants. 
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Sir William Halton died at Turnham Green Feb. 12, 1754, 
aged 7 4, having willed his entire estate, excepting some few 
legacies, to the Tuffnell fa1nily of Langleys in the County of 
Essex. In him the title became extinct. 

SOME OF THE SILVERWARE BROUGHT TO AMERICA BY MARGARET 

(COMMONLY CALLED LADY MARY) TOWNLEY. 

This chapter with the accompanying pedigrees of the n1ain 
line and branches of the Towneley family, particularly branch 
D., constitutes the Final Report of Dr. Alfred Shepherd and 
myself to the descendants of Rev. Richard Chase and Margaret 
Irrances Townley of London and Maryland. These descend­
ants are only ten in number, nine of whom deeded to us a one­
third interest in whatever property they might be entitled to 
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as coming from their ancestors, in return for which we agreed to 
trace the genealogy of Margaret Frances (Towneley) Chase, and 
obtain for such descendants the pedigree of the same; it being 
understood that they, the said descendants, should be put to 
no expense whatsoever, which has been done; and after years of 
patient labor, attended by heavy expense, we have pleasure in 
presenting to the said descendants the accompanying pedigree 
of their ancestress l\fargaret Frances (Towneley) Chase, together 
with much information relating to others of their family: at 
the same time we wish to thank them for the uniform courtesy 
extended to us while laboring in their behalf. 

Signers of said deeds w hu wish them returned will please 
send postage and post-office address to Dr. Alfred Shepherd, 
Glendale, Ohio. 



CHAPTER IV. 

REFERS TO THE MAIN LINE OF THE TOWNELEY FAMILY, OF 

TOWNELEY HALL, NEAR BURNLEY, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 

JOHN TOWNELEY of Gray's Inn, London, and of Burnley 
in Lancashire, married,_about 1556, Mary, daughter and sole 

heiress of Sir Richard Towneley !{night, by Frances, daughter 
and heiress of Christopher W ymbyshe, of 1'Tocton, County 
Lincolnshire. [See Pedigree.] 

By this 111arriage the To,vnley properties became united; and 
the following, copied from vol. 3, p. 93, of the Record Society 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, shows what disposition was made 
of them:-

" JOHN TOWNELEY ESQUIRE. 

"Inquisition taken at Blackburne 20 May 6 VoL. 6. No. 76• 

"James [1608] before Nicholas Bannester, John 20 
MAY, 

1608• 

"Braddill Esquires and Henry Southworthe, Gent. Feodary of 
"the County, after the death of John To,vneley, Esquire, by 
"the oath of ,John Dewhurst, Thomas Whittaker, Richard 
"Hancocke, gentlen1en, John Halstede, John Ainsworthe, Wil­
" liam Barcrofte, Lawrence Orn1erode, Robert Barker, Hugh 
"lVIarsden, Hugh Halstede, Tho111as Ryley, Randle Holden, 
"R~ndle Holker, Abraham Colthurst & Nicholas Rigbie, 
'' who say that John Towneley long before his death was seized 
"in fee of the Manors of ,.ro,vneley,1 Hapton,2 Clivicher, & 
H Bert,visill, 150 n1essuages, 50 cottages, 40 tofts, 3 watermills, 
"200 gardens, 100 orchards, 2,300 acres of land, 500 acres of 
"meadow, 4000 acres of pasture, 1000 acres of wood, 1000 
'" acres of turbary, 4000 acres of furze & heath and £3. 6s 
'" 8d rent in Towneley, Hapton, Clivicher, Birtwisill, Burnley, 
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"Burnleywoode, Habergham Eaves,2 Brercli:ffe, 2 Extwisill,2 

" H urstwoode and W orsthorne ; 2 two parts of the bailiwick of 
"Blackburnshire or hundred of Blackburne, in 4 parts divided. 
"Being so seized, by Indenture made 23 April, 43 Eliz. [1601.J 
"bet,veen John To,vneley & Mary, then his wife of one part, 
"and Ralph Asheton of Lever, Esq. of the other part, in 
"consideration of the 1narriage between Richard Towneley ( son 
"and heir apparent of the same John Towneley & l\1ary) 
"and Jane one of the daughters of Ralph Asheton, & in per­
" formance of promises thereon made, as well as for the sun1 of 
"£1000 paid to John Towneley by Ralph, and the natural love 
" & affection borne by John Towneley and l\1ary toward the 
"said Richard, and also toward Richard and Charles Towneley 
"sons of Richard & Jane, and the younger children of John 
" & Mary, and to the intent that the Manors &c. after the 
'" death of John & Mary n1ight remain to their sons and the 
"1nale issue of Richard & Jane, John Towueley agreed that 
"all persons then or thereafter to be seized of said 1fanors &c. 
"should hold them to the use of hi1uself for life : then succes­
" sively in tail male of Richard Towneley (his grandson) and 
" Charles the sons & other sons thereafter to be born of 
"Richard & Jane: then like\vise in tail male of John 2d, 
"Christopher 3d, Charles 4th, Nicholas 5t\ sons of the said 
"John Towneley: in default to the use of the right heirs of 
"Richard, son of Richard son & heir of John Towneley. By 
"virtue whereof & by force of the Statute of Uses, ,Tohn 
"Townley had a life estate with remainders as above. Further, 
"one Frances Townley, wido,v of Richard Towneley, I{nt. was 
"seized in fee (inter alia) of the lvlanors of N octon & Dun­
" stan, co. Lincoln : 50 messuages, 30 tofts, 3 mills, 3 dove­
,~ houses, 50 gardens, 400 acres of land, 300 acres of 1neadow, 
"500 acres of pasture, 100 acres of ,voocl, 10,000 acres of heath, 
" and £ 10 rent in N octon & Dunstan, together with the 
'' advowson of the church of Water Willoughbie alias Scott 
"Willoughbie, co. Lincoln: and she took to husband at N octon 
"Alexander Radcliffe Esq. whereby they were seized of the 
" said l\1anors &c. in her right. Afterwards a fine was levied 
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"at Westminster on the morrow of Trinity Sunday 10 Eliz. 
"[14, June 1568] between Richard Sherburne Knt. and Francis 
"Holte Esq. plaintiffs, & Alexander Radcliffe & Frances, 
"his wife deforciants of the Manors &c. in co. Lincoln, to the 
"use of Frances for life, then of Alexander for life ; after to 
"the use of the said John To\vneley and Mary for their lives 
"and the life of the survivor, then of Richard son and heir of 
"John and l\tlary and his issue; failing ,vhich, successively in 
"tail to every son in order of birth & then to the daughters 
"of John & l\1ary ; & lastly to the use of Mary & her heirs 
"forever; as appears by the Transcript of the Fine and by an 
"Indenture made 5 May, 10 Eliz. [1568] between Alexander 
"Radcliffe and Frances of one part and John To\vneley & 
" Mary of the other part. By virtue whereof & by the Statute 
"of Uses, Alexander and Frances had an estate therein for 
"the life of Francer., as in her right. John Towneley was also 
H seized in fee of two parts (in three to be divided) of the site 
'' of the Priory of N octon Parke, the Rectory of N octon, the 
H Manors of Water Willoughby, Osborn by & Allington [ co. 
"Lincoln] 20 n1_essuages, 10 cottages, 20 tofts, a watermill, 20 
"gardens, 20 orchards, 500 acres of land, 200 acres of meadow, 
"500 acres of pasture, 100 acres of ,vood, 40 acres of furze & 
"heath, 500 acres of 1narsh & 40s. rent in N octon, Methring­
" han1e, Dunstan, Water Willoughby, o~burnby, Ingle bye, 
"N an1 bye, N e\vton & Allyngton, co. Lincoln. So being seized 
"by Indenture n1ade 1 October, 26 Eliz. [1584] bet,veen him­
" self of one part, & J obn Parker gentleman, Barnard Towne­
"' ley, gentleman, John To,vneley son and heir apparent of 
"Barna.rd, and John W oodroffe, of the other part, John Towne­
" ley demised the said two parts of the Site of the Priory &c. 
"to the same John Parker & others for 41 years hnn1ediately 
"following his decease, at 4d, rent to be paid at l\fichaelmas. 

" "The Manors, &c. in N octon & Dunstan, ,vith the ad vowson 
"of the church of Water \Villoughby are held of the l{ing in 
"capite by the 40th part of a knight's fee and are worth per ann. 
44 (clear) £10. ,.l'he said two parts of l\fanors &c. are held by 
"the J{ing in capite by the service of two parts (thirds) of a 5th 
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'' part of a knight's fee & are worth per ann. ( clear) £ 7 15s 
"10d. of the l{ing as of his Duchy of Lancaster are held; by 
"knight's service the Manors of 'Towneley and Hapton ,vorth 
"per ann. (clear) £ 10 ; in free and common socage the Manors 
" & Messuages &c. in Cli vicher and Birtwisill worth per ann. 
" ( clear) £4; the Messuages &c. in Burnley, Burnleywoodd, 
"Haberghan1 Eives, Brercliffe, Ext,visill, Hurst,vood & Wors­
" thorn, worth per ann. (clear) 59s 4d. 

"John Towneley died 3 March last [1607-8]; and Mary, his 
"wife, with Alexander Radcliffe and Frances died in his life­
"' time. 

" Richard Towneley Esq. is his son & next heir now aged 42 
"year::; and 1nore." 

From the above Inqui:::;ition, the reader ,vill be enabled to forn1 
an idea of the extent of the property of the main line of the 
Towneley family as it was in 1608, and which has descended, with 
additions through various marriages, to the present generation, 
now belonging to the several daughters of the late Col. John 
and Col. Charles Towneley, in ,vhom the male line became ex­
tinct. A private Act of Parliament August 6th, 1885 (48 & 49 
Victoria, chapter 5), entitled the "Towneley Estates Act, 
"1885," provides for the distribution of the Towneley estates 
among the daughters above referred to. It is not necessary for 
me to refer to. this Act in extenso, as its meaning is specific and 
explicit. 

As shown in the preceding chapter, the story was widely 
circulated (principally through the efforts of D. B. Carver, Col. 
James F. Jaquess, and George W. Chase) that J\1ary To,vneley, 
daughter of Richard Towneley and Margaret Paston, married a 
John Lawrence in 1690, had issue by him, and can1e to America. 
This story is false in every particular; but from the fact of its 
having been so widely circulated, all wno have made a surface 
examination of the matter, have concluded that the story ,vas 
true, and that the Towneley estates dealt with in this chapter 
belonged by right to An1erican parties. Consequently, ,vhen­
ever an investigation has been made, the basis for such investi­
gation has been the statement above referred to. 
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lHary Towneley, daughter of Richard Towneley and J.\tfargaret 
Paston, was not living in 1685, and consequently could not 
have n1arried a John Lawrence in 1690. In a Chancery Bill 
elated April 13, 1709, wherein Charles Towneley (brother of 
Richard Towneley who married Margaret Paston, and one of 
the executors and trustees of said Richard's will) is complain­
ant, and Charles To,vneley ( son of said Richard Towneley 
and Margaret Pas ton) is defendant, it is clearly stated that 
in 1685 the only living children of the said Richard To,vneley 
were - " Charles his eldest son hereinafter narned for a De­
" fendant, Richard, Francis, Thomas, Dorothy, Frances, Marga­
"ret and Cicily.'' In the Answer to the above Bill, the defend­
ant "believes that his said father had such Issue as in the Bill 
"is named & that all such Issue except Francis ,vere living in 
"the year one thousand six hundred and eighty five and that he 
"had also Issue Clen1ent and Richa1d his two eldest sons who 
"being dead without Issue this Defendant is eldest son and heir 
"to the said Richard Towneley, the Surrenderer." This Chan­
cery Bill and Answer is of record in Her i\1ajesty's Record 
Office, Fetter Lane, London. I have copies of this Bill and 
Ans,ver, but they are too lengthy to introduce here. From the 
above it will be clearly seen that as Richard Towneley and 
l\1argaret Paston had no daughter Mary living in 1685, they 
could not have had a daughter lviary to marry a John Lawrence 
in 1690. There is nothing like facts, and I trust that henceforth 
no one will be found so foolish as to attempt to prove that 
Richard Towneley and l\1argaret Paston had a daughter Mary 
who married a John Lawrence. This story deceived me, and 
has cost me n1uch hard work and a heavy expense to prove its 
falsity ; and now that it has been proven to be false, I wish to 
warn others against ever again paying any attention to it. 



CHAPTER V. 

TI-IE ROYLE AND LITTLETON BRANCHES OF THE TO,YNLEY FAMILY. 

THE traditions concerning a Townley property belonging to 
heirs in An1erica, are traceable to the Littleton branch of 

the Townley family, ,vhich descends fron1 the main line through 
Nicholas Towneley, of the House of Royle, in Lancashire. The 
seat of the Littleton branch was Littleton Place in Littleton, 
County Middlesex, about t,Yenty 1niles fro111 London; where, 
in the Parish Church of St. Mary Magdalen, Francis Towneley, 
the ancestor of the Townleys of Littleton, lies buried. The 
following is a copy of the record of his burial : - "1636. 1om0 

Die Augusti Franciscus To,vneley Armiger sepultus fuit. 

Enw ARD SINGER, ! rn h 111 d " vnure r ar ens. 
AN'l'HONY HUTCHINSON 

CHURCH OF ST, l\'IARY MAGDALEN. (FROl\I A PHOTOGRAPH.) 

This church ,vith its square Norman tower, heavy oaken 
beams and seats, black and ,vorrn-eaten with age, is interesting 
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in the extreme. The chancel of the church is much larger than 
the naYe : and in front of the entrance to the vestr-v is a brass , .. 
tablet set into the stone floor dating back to 1,5,53, and bearing 
the follov.-ing inscription: -

" Here lyeth ladye Blanche ,~ aughan sometyme wyfe of Syr. 
Hugh\' aughan Knyght who lyeth buryed at ,v· estn1inster ,Yhich 
ladye Blanche restyd the viii day of december Ann? dm. :\Iclliii. 
whose soules Jhu. pdo.'' 

Anne "\' aughan~ a daughter of the abo-ve, married Xicholas 
Towneley of Hoyle in County Lancaster, a grandson of Xicho­
las Towneley and Elizabeth Catterall. The last-named Xicholas 
was founder of the House of Royle. (See Pedigree.) The son 
of said Anne was Edmund To·wnleY of Ro-vle, who married 

v ., 

Catharine Curson, whose son~ Francis Townele3-, became heir 
to his great uncle Francis \ 1 aughan, Esq., and ance:;tor of the 
TownleYs of Littleton . .. 

In XoYember, 1646~ Xicholas Townley [the father of Richard 
Townley of Elizabethtown, Xew Jersey] brought a Chancery 
suit to obtain possession of the estates of Greenfield and Royle 
in Lancashire. near BurnleY, which were without an heir at , .., 

the death of his uncle Nicholas Townlev. This suit caused ... 

much excitement among the members of the Littleton branch 
of the fa mil v, the full details of which ma v be found in the 

u ~ 

Records of the Chancery Court. I quote below a portion of 
· the Chancery Bill of the Complainant Xicholas To\\rnley. 

[ Copied froni Chancery Billi! and .An.s-u:er.s-. J 
Bundle. TT X o. 16. X o. 57 in Bundle. Of Record in Her 

Jlajesty's Record Office, Fetter Lane, London. 

TOWSLEY 1.:ersu.s- TOWSLEY. 

"30 Die November 1646 
"To the Right Honorable Ed ward Earl of ~Ianchester 

"Speaker of the liouse of Lords. "\Villiam Lentha11 E~qnire 
;, Speaker of the House of Commons, Con1missioners for the 
·• Custody of ye Great Seal of England. 
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"Humbly complaining 
" She,veth unto your Honors Nicholas Townley of Littleton 

"in the County of Middlesex Esquire son and heir of Francis 
" Townley late of Littleton aforesaid Esquire deceased second 
~, son of Edmund To,vnley late of Royle in the County of Lan­
" caster Esquire deceased son and heir of Nicholas Townley 
"heretofore of Royle aforesaid Esquire deceased great grand­
" father of your said Orator That whereas the said Nicholas 
"Townley your Orator's said great grandfather was in his 
"lifetin1e lawfully seized in his demesne as of fee tayle to him 
"and the heirs males of his body lawfully begotten of and in 
"the l\tlanor or Lordship of Greenfield with the rights n1embers 
"and appurtenances situate lying and being in Pendle in the 
"said County of Lancaster and of and in the Manor or Lord­
" ship of Ightonhill with the rights members and appurtenances 
"lying and being in the parish of Colne in the said County of 
" Lancaster and of and in the Capital Messuage Mansion or 
"l\ianor house con1monly called or known by the name of Royle 
"situate lying and being in Burnley in the said County of Lan­
" caster and of and in divers messuages lands tenements and 
"heriditaments to the said Capital Messuage Mansion or Mano: 
"house belonging or appertaining and of and in divers othe: 
"messuages situate lying and being in Pendle Colne Clifton an,: 
"Marsden and in other towns and places in the said County c,: 
"Lancaster and in the County of York some whereof were heE 
"by several free Deeds or Charters and others of them by se1· 

"eral copies of Court Rolls of several Lords of Manors in fr: 
"said County of Lancaster all which said several Manors 1'Ie:~ 
"suages lands tenen1ents and heriditaments and other the pre=· 
"ises ,vhereof the said Nicholas To,vnley the great grandfath:: 
" ,vas so seized were and are ,vorth nine hundred pounds r-=: 
"annu111 or thereabouts to be let or feff and the said Nicho~2.: 
"To,vnley the great grandfather being so seized about foursc(:~ 
,~ years since died thereof so seized after ,v hose decease all ;_1:•~ 

"singular the said l\fauon, 1fessuages lauc1s anu other the prt>:i· 
"ises did descend and co1ne unto Edn1und Townley Esqu:.:~ 
"your Orator's grandfather only son and heir male of the be,.::_-
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"of the said Nicholas Townley your Orator's late great grand­
,~ father And the said Edmund Townley your Orator's late 
"grandfather thereupon entered into all and singular the said 
"Manors Messuages lands and the pre1nises and ,vas thereof 
"seized to him and the heirs males of his body begotten and 
"having issue male of his body begotten Nicholas Townley his 
"eldest sonne the said Francis Townley late of Littleton afore­
" said your Orator's late father his second son Richard Townley 
"his third son Thomas Townley his fourth son Robert Townley 
"his fifth son Barnard Townley his sixth son about threescore 
"years since died of all and singular the said Manors 1\1:essuages 
"lands and other the premises so seized or after whose decease 
"all and singular the said Manors Messuages lands and other the 
"premises did descend and come as of right the san1e ought to 
"descend and come unto the said Nicholas Townley eldest son 
"and heir male of the said Edmund Townley and late uncle to 
"your said Orator And the said Nicholas Townley the uncle 
"thereupon entered in all and singular the said Manors Mes­
" suages lands and other the premises and was thereof seized to 
"him and the heirs males of the body of the said Nicholas 
"Townley the great grandfather lawfully begotten and so held 
"and enjoyed the said Manors Messuages lands and all other 
"the premises for divers years together and the said Nicholas 
•• Townley the uncle being so seized about two years now last 
~- past died thereof so seized without any issue male of his body 
"begotten by or after whose decease all and singular the said 
;, ~1anors Messuages lands and other the premises did descend 
"remain and come or of right ought to have descended remained 
;. and come to your Orator as son and next heir male of the 
;, body of the said Nicholas Townley the great grandfather 
"begotten vizt. - son and heir of the said Francis Townley 
·• who died in the life time of the said Nicholas To,vnley the 
.. uncle and was second son of the said Edmund To,vnley the 
•· grandfather son and heir of the said Nicholas Townley 
.. the great grandfather as in and by several deeds and convey­
•• ances made and executed for settlement of the pre1nises in 
·• manner and form aforesaid if in case your Orator had the same 



62 THE MYSTERY SOLVED. 

"to produce it would and may appear But now so it is niay 
"it please your Honors the said Robert ,.fownley fifth 8011 of 
"the said Edn1und Townley the grandfather and uncle to your 
~, Orator Barnard Townley youngest son of the said Edmund the 
"grandfather and one of the uncles of your said Orator Nicho­
" las Townley son of the baid Robert ,.fownley Isabell Town­
" ley the relict of said Nicholas Townley the uncle Ralph 
"Worthington Esquire Henry Colthurst John Nutter Gentle­
" n1an and Francis Dnerdon did all of the111 in the life tirne of 
"the said Nicholas To,vnley the uncle and not long before his 
'' death unjustly cornbine practise and confederate together to 
"defeat and defraud your Orator of all and singular the said 
" Manors Messuages lands and premises and the confederates to 
"effect and compass their said unjust con1bination practise and 
" confederacy taking advantage of the distractions and troubles 
,~ of their times and of your Orator's remote habitation at Little­
" ton over a hundred and threescore n1iles from l{oyle aforesaid 
"where the said NicholaH ,.fo_\vnley his uncle continually kept 
"house and lived ancl such time when the said Nicholas Town­
" ley the uncle lay languishing weak and feeble of the sickness 
"whereof he died they t!le said confederates did not only sup­
" press conceal and divert several letters which the said Nicholas 
"the uncle ,vrit or caused to be written to your Orator and 
"directed the same should be sent to him concerning the prem­
" ises but also did so work upon the said Nicholas his uncle in 
"his said sickness when he was not himself and by the vehe­
" mence of his malady and the extre1nity of his age being near 
"fourscore years old and the infirn1ities of his body he has 
"become and grown weak in judgement men1ory and under­
" standing They then by like evident practise obtruded a 
"writing upon him framed made and contrived by then1 or 

"some of them to publish for his last Will and Testament and 
" a deed or deeds by them also contrived framed and made of 
"the said l\!Ianor and premises for him to sign seal and deliver. 
"by which he did as the said confederates do pretend give or 
" convey the said :0,f an ors l\f essuages lands and all other the 
"premises to and amongst then1 and their heirs or to sornc of 
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•• the111 and the heirs n1ales of his and their bodies or to some 
,. such effect or for son1e such estate or estates to the apparent 
.. disinheritance of your said Orator and defeating and defraud­
,. ing hi1n of his right and estate of. and in the premises,'~ etc. 

,Yhen it is rernen1bered that the preceding Complaint ,vas 
brought br the_' .f~1tller t/' Rich(1rd Tou·nley of Elizabetldov.:n, .... ,'Tew 
J,T,'-t'U. "·ho "·as also re lated to :\[argaret Town le,- who rnarried . '- " 

Ric ha.rd Chase and settled in ~IarylancL it ·will ea:::ily be perceiYed 
that a kno"·ledg-e of this ~uit. as well as some of the bitterness ..... . 

with ,Yhich it was prosecuted. crossed the ... ..\.t]antic: with the 
said I{icha.rd and :\Iarzaret Tow.nleY. ~·be:'e it was handtd ..... ~ 

down to their descendants. There is no doubt iri the mind of 
the writer th:n the est.ates of Roy-le and (j-r1::enfield r_·wl1i(;h. as 
h , c· B.,, . ~ . , , . 

t e aL,oYe nancerr 1L snow~. were iarge anrJ YaluarJ~&; J 
be:~,11g-ed b~~ right tc, the Littler-on L.:ra:1,:-h oi· the i'2.l'_ni:y. But 
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settled in Mary land - believing that her family history would 
prove a key to the solution of the traditions elsewhere referred 
to in this volume. With this object in view I proceeded to 
England, where I obtained alter much search the facts given in 
Chapter III., and in branch D. of the pedigree. It was while 
doing this work that I learned that in 1796, for want of an heir 
male, the Greenfield and Royle properties had reverted to the 
.female line. I did not have time on my first visit to England 
to devote myself especially to the family history of the Little­
ton branch of Townley. Upon my return to this country, my 
associate and 1nyself thought there was -a possible chance for 
the descendants of Col. Richard Townley to make a claim to 
this estate; and thus thinking, we determined to investigate the 
matter, upon condition that those of the descendants ,vho would 
do so, should give us a deed of a one-half interest in whatever 
property they might be entitled to as descendants of Col. 
Richard Townley. On our part, we agreed to trace the pedi­
gree of the said Col. Richard, and bear all the expense of such 
investigation, which has been done ; and this chapter, with its 
accompanying pedigrees of the main line and branches of the 
Towneley family, constitutes the Final Report of Dr. Alfred 
Shepherd and myself to the descendants of the said Col. 
Richard Townley. 

Not a dollar has been paid by any of the descendants to us to 
carry on this work and bring it to co1npletion, nor has it been 
asked for: the arduous and expensive work has been performed 
without any remuneration whatsoever. And although it has 
yielded the said descendants no revenue, it has brought to them 
a knowledge of their family history, and a complete pedigree of 
their ancestor. 

A copy of this book will be sent free gratis to each individual 
who has signed the deeds above referred to. These deeds are 
now in the keeping of Dr. Alfred Shepherd of Glendale, Ohio, 
who will, no doubt, on receipt of postage, return them to their 
respective signers, should they so desire. 

The following, taken from Littell's Genealogy, shows some of 
the descendants of Col. Richard Townley, and Elizabeth Car­
teret, bis wife: -
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CHARLES TOWNLEY. 
8th Gen. 

CHARLES TO\VNLEY, Esq. (son of Col. Richard Town­
ley,) ,vas born 1686, and died, 2d Septe1nber, 1756, in his 70th 
year. Abigail, his ,vidow, died 31st December, 1759. They 
were both buried in St. John's church yard, in Elizabethtown; 
they had children : 

1. Effingham, who married Miss Rebecca Crane; he was born 
about 1710, n1arried in 1735, and died about 1789. 

2. Sarah or Abigail, who married John Herriman; their only 
daughter 1narried 1\1:oses Hetfield. 

3. l\Iary n1arried Stephen Burrows; their only daughter 
married Anthony Ivlorss. 

4. Anne 1narried Joseph Tooker, and had four sons, Charles, 
Joseph, Abner, and John Tooker. 

5. Elizabeth married, 27th August, 1760, Caleb Crane, and 
left children : 

1. Nathaniel Crane, who married Sally l\Iiller, daughter of 
l\Ioses. [ See Crane.] 

2. Abby, ·who 111arried A1nos Clark. 

9tli Gen. 

EFFINGH.A~f TOWNLEY, (son of Charles,) and Rebecca 
Crane had children : 

1. Richard, who ,vas born 22d or· 27th August, 1736, and 
died 4th .A.ugust, 1801; he married 1st, Rachel Carpenter, born 
15th Decen1ber, 1733, and died 1764; 2d, Rhoda Clark, born 
4th Dece1nber, 17 43, and died 21st July, 1823. 

2. Catherine married Joseph Denman, of Springfield. 
3. Joanna, who died in infancy. 
4. ALigail n1arried l\fr. Pendergrass, of Philadelphia. 
5. Peggy married Stephen Baker, and died in 1802. 
6. George, who died in infancy. 
7. Sarah n1arried John Sayre, son of Joseph Sayre, of Eliza.­

bethtow·n, and died in 1815. 
8. ~1ary married Jeremiah Jaggers. 
9. Charles married Lst, Hannah Thompson, and died in IS"OZ ;· 



66 THE :MYSTERY SOLVED. 

2d, Sarah Thompson, the widow of l\foses Earl ; 3d, 
the widow of Timothy Miller. 

10. George 2d married Martha Bald win, daughter of Capt. 
Enos Baldwin. 

11. Joanna 2d n1arried John Donahoe, of Philadelphia, and 
died in 1804. 

12. John married Phebe Bonnel, and died in 1801. 
13. Jane married Daniel Osborn .. 

10th Gen. 

RICHARD TOWNLEY, (1st son of Effingham, son of 
Charles,) and Rachel Carpenter, had children: 

1 .. Jan1es, born 29th June, 1760, and was killed with a scythe, 
in 1772. 

2. Rachel, born 12th December, 1763, married Henry Norris, 
and died 16th Noven1ber, 1824; she had three children, ,vho all 
died young. 

Richard Townley by his 2d wife, Rhoda Clark, had children: 
3. Jonathan, born 13th October, 1766, married, 11th Decem­

ber, 1787, Phebe M agie, daughter of John. 
4. Phebe, born 20th October, 1768, n1arried 28th January, 

1788, Elder David l\tlagie, son of John. 
5. Clark, born 26th November, 1770, married 1st, Phebe Sale, 

daughter of Daniel Sale, Sen.; 2d, Emily Potter, daughter of 
lvlatthias Potter. · 

6. Rebecca, born 22d ~1ay, 1772, married Benjan1in Haines, 
of Elizabethtown. 

7. Rhoda, born 12th April, 1774, and died in 1776. 
8. Sarah, born 26th October, 1776, married Willian1 Crane, 

Esq. son of Joseph. [See Crane.] 
9. Elizabeth, born 22d August, 1780, married Jonathan M. 

· Meeker, Esq. son of Isaiah Meeker, of New Providence, and 
had no children. 

lltlt Gen. 

,JONATHAN TOWNLEY, (3d child of Richard, son of i 

Effingha1n, son of Charles,) and Phebe Magie were n1arriecl 11th 
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Decen1 her, 1787; he died 29th September, 1827; they had 
children: 

1. Richard, who 1narried Hannah Wade, daughter of Jonas 
\Vade, Esq. of Springfield. 

2. Jonathan, Jun. married his cousin Rhoda Magie, daughter 
of Elder David i\1agie, of Elizabethtown, and had no children. 

3. Phebe, t,vin to Jonathan, married Col. "\Villia111 Bro,vn, of 
Elizabeth town. 

4. Mary married San1uel Pierson, son of Deacon Pierson, of 
Union. 

5. John married Eveline N utinan, daughter of Daniel, of 
Elizabethtown. 

6. Rebecca married Ichabod Ogden, son of Ezekiel, of Eliza-
bethto,vn, and had children: · 

1. Jon a than Townley Ogden; 2. John Joseph Ogden. 
3. James Hervey Ogden ; 4. Robert To\vnley Ogden. 
5. Phebe Rebecca Ogden. 

12th Gen. 

RICHARD TOvVNLEY, (son of Jonathan,) and Hannah 
Wade, had chiidren: 

1. Robert, ,vho married Miss Baldwin, daughter of Johnson 
Baldwin. 

2. Jonas Wade. 
,3. Phebe 0. n1arried, 20th Nove1nber, 1851, Henry Meeker. 
4. Harriet married Alexander Ball, son of David, of Newark. 
5. J a111esx 
6. Richard, who died in February, 1848, aged about 16 years. 

[NOTE. -Robert, Jonas, and James went to Fort ,v ayne, in In-
diana, and are merchants there. J 

PHEBE TOWNLEY, ( 4th child of Richard, son of Effing­
ham, son of Charles,) and Elder David Magie had children: 

1. Rhoda l\1agie, who 1narried her cousin Jonathan Townley, 
Jun. [See Townley.] 

2. David Magie married, 1st, Margaret Van Vechten, of 
Somerville, and had children: 1. Elizabeth Magie, who died at 
18 months ; 2. Phebe Magie. 
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His wife then died, and he n1arried, 2d, Gertrude Freling­
huysen, daughter of General .John Frelinghuysen, of Son1er­
ville, she died without children, and he married, 3d, Margaret 
Delneau, and had children: 3. Gertrude Frelinghuysen l\ilagie; 
4. David l\fagie. 

3. Betsey Magie. 
4. Phebe Ogden Magie married Le,vis F. Day, son of Foster 

Day, of Elizabethtown, and had children : 
1. David Magie Day; 2. Eliza Bonnel Day. 

5. l\Iary Meeker Magie married Rev. Joseph Cory, son of 
1\!ulford, son of Elder Benjamin Cory, of Elizabethto,vn; he 
is a Presbyterian 1ninister, settled in New Vernon ; they had 
children, David l\.'.Iagie Cory, and others. 

11th Gen. 

CLARI{ TOWNLEY, (5th child of Richard, son of Effing-
ham, son of Charles,) and Phebe Sale, had children: 

1. Susan, who n1arried Robert l\lleeker. 
2. Daniel n1arried Sarah Headley. 
3. Richard ; 4. Ed ward ; 5. Mary. 
And by his 2d wife, Ernily Potter, had other children: 
6. Jon a than ; 7. Sally Anne. 

REBECCA TOvVNLEY, (6th child of Richard, son of 
Effingham, son of Charles Townley,) and Benjamin ff aines 
had but one son, Richard T. Haines, who 111arried l\,Jariah 
Johnson, daughter of John Johnson, grocer, of New York; 
lived in Elizabethtown, and had children: 

1. William A. Haines, who married Miss Stagg. 
2. Benjamin Haines. 
3. Eliza.beth Haines. 
4. Sarah Halsted Haines married, 22d l\iay, 1850, Samuel 

Knox, of New York. 
5. John Johnson Haines. 
6. Mary L. Haines n1arried, 20th February, 1851, her cousin 

William M. Halsted, Jun. son of William M. Halsted, merchant, 
New York. 

·7. Stewart Haines. 
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SARAH TO\VNLEY, (8th child of Richard, son of Effing­
ham, son of Charles Townley,) and William Crane, Esq. had 
children: 

1. David R. Crane, who married Phebe Anne Hallam, daugh­
ter of Lewis, of N e,v York. 

2. Agnes Crane married Rev. Curtis Tally, a l\tlethodist min­
iRter, and had a daughter, Helen Williams Tally. 

3. Richard T. Crane n1arried Jane T. Dollbeer, of Union, and 
had children: 1. rrheodore T.; 2. Frederick T. 

4. Joseph W. Crane married 1st, Harriet J. Willcox, daugh­
ter of Ezekiel, and had a daughter, Harriet J emin1a Crane; his 
wife died, and he married 2d, Emma S. Brookfield, daughter of 
Le,vis P. Brookfield, of Spring Valley, and had children: 

2. Lewis W. Crane; 3. Charles Augustus Crane. 
5. Jonathan T. Crane, who graduated at Princeton College, 

and becan1e a Methodist minister, is principal of the Pennington 
male sen1inary, at Pennington, N.J. He 111arried Mary Helen 
Peck, daughter of George Peck, D.D. of New York, and had 
children: 1. Mary Helen Peck, and others. 

10th Gen. 

SARAH TOWNLEY, (7th child of Effingham, son of Charles) 
and John Sayre had children : 

1. Samuel Sayre, who married Polly Parker. 
2. Joseph Sayre married Betsey Ales worth. 
3. John Sayre married Mary Jewel. 
4. Job Sayre, who died in infancy. 
5. Ezekiel Sayre 1narried Sally Bonnel, daughter of John, near 

Chatham. [ See Bonnel.] 
6. Abigail Sayre married \Villiam Reid. 
7. Nathan Sayre married Abigail Southwell. 

SAl\tIUEL SAYRE, (1st son of John Sayre and Sarah Town­
ley,) and Polly Parker had children : 

1. Joanna Sayre, who married Daniel Pierson, of Newark, and 
had an only daughter, who married and lives in N e,v York. 

2. Job Sayre married Phebe Crane ; have no children. 
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3. Sally Sayre 111arried Aaron Crane, and has one son. 
4. Polly Sayre 111arried Granville Tower, and had children: 

1. Job S. To,ver, who married JVIiss Crane; lives in Eliza­
bethto,vn, and had two children. 

2. Ezra Tower, who n1arried in Morris County, and has 
several children. 

5. Joseph Sayre, who n1arried in Cin~innati; lives there, and 
has several children. 

6. Na than Sayre, ,vho married a l\!lrs. Watkins, formerly l\'1iss 
Gillan1; has four children, all married, and live in N e,v York. 

7. John Savre, who died unmarried . ., 

8. Phebe Sayre married Benjan1in Coe ; lives in Connecticut, 
and has 1nany children. 

JOSEPH SAYRE, (2d son of John Sayre, and Sarah Town­
ley,) and Betsey Alesworth had 8 children, only one of ,vhom 
is living, San1uel Sayre, who married Elizabeth Telfair, and had 
7 children. 

10th Gen. 

JOHN SAYRE, (3d son of John Sayre and Sarah To,vnley,) 
and Mary Jewel had ten children ; only two of them are living: 

1. James I--Iervey Sayre, who married Hannah Willia1ns, and 
have 5 children. 

2. Walter F. Sayre, who married Rachel Luster, and had 3 
daughters. 

EZEI{IEL SAYRE, (5th son of John Sayre and Sarah Town-
ley,) and Sally Bonnel had children: 

1. Electa Sayre, who n1arried Stephen Bowers, son of Daniel. 
2. Catherine Sayre, who died at about 35 years, unn1arried. 
3. David Sayre married Mary Spencer, daughter of San1uel, 

son of William Spencer, Esq. 
4. John Edgar Sayre. 
5. Lewis Sayre. 

ABIGAIL SAYRE, (6th child of John Sayre and Sarah 
Townley,) and William Reid had children : 
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1. :\Iargaret Reid, who married William Bonnel, of Union, 
and had several children. 

2. Isabella Reid, ,vho married Joel Searing. 
3. ,John Joseph Reid. 
4. Sarc1h Reid. 

NA TIIAN SAYRE, (7th child of John Sayre, and Sarah 
Townley,) and Abigail Southwell lived in Elizabethtown, and 
had children: 

1 .. Joanna, ,vho married "\Vickliff G-. Broad well, son of Jacob 
G. Broad well, son of Hezekiah. [ ,See Broadwell.] They have 
no children. 

2. George T. Sayre married Eliza Bonnel, daughter of Syl­
vanus, son of John. He is a merchant of Madi::;on, Morris 
Conn ty ; has two children. 

3. Sally Sayre ; 4. Caroline Sayre. 
5. Echvard Sayre n1arrietl Miss Rosette; had one child. His 

wife died, and he ,vent to Illinois, and married again, and has 
other children. 

6. Jane Sayre. 
7. Francis Sayre 1narried Susan Price, daughter of Edward, 

of Elizabethto,vn. 
8. Albert Sayre n1arried a Miss Sayre, of Ne,vark, and lives 

there. 

10th Gen. 
CHARLES TOWNLEY. 

CHARLES TOWNLEY, (9th child of Effingham, son of 
Charles Townley,) and Hannah Tho1npson ha,d but one son: 

1. Stephen, who married Elizabeth Bryant, .daughter of 
Simeon Bryant, of Springfield. 

And by his 2d wife, Sarah Thompson, had children: 
2. Rebecca, who 1narried Jacob Denman, son of Jacob, of 

Springfield. 
3. l\'1oses 1narried Jane Lum, daughter of Clark Lum, of 

Union. And by his 3d wife, Mrs. Miller, had children: 
4. Charles, who went to W a::;hington, and married and died 

there. 
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5. George, who ,vent away and has not returned. 
6. Fanny n1arried William Sanders, and lives at 1\1endham. 

STEPHEN TOWNLEY, (1st son of Charles,) and Elizabeth 
Bryant had children: 

1. William, who became a Presbyterian minister. He mar­
ried Eliza Barton, daughter of John Barton, of Elizabethtown, 
and sister of the Rev. Willia1n B. Barton, of \Voodbriclge; is 
settled in Indiana, and has no children. 

2. Charles, who died at about 20 or 21 years. 

GEORGE TOWNLEY, (10th child of Effingham, son of 
Charles Townley,) and Martha Baldwin, removed fro1n Con­
necticut Farms, in March, 1797, and bought of Tho1nas Scud­
der, a farm of 100 acres, near Union Village, in Passaic Valley, 
where they lived and died. 

He was born 20th June, 1755, and died 28th Septe1nber, 
1840. She was born 30th November, 1755, and died 22d l\ilay, 
1810, and Mr. Townley married, 2d, Elizabeth, the ,vidow of 
Sarnuel Cory, and daughter of William Parsons. She died 
6th May, 1847, without children. [See Parsons.] They had 
children: 

1. Joanna, born 23d Nov.1774,ancl n1arriecl Samuel Head­
ley, of Union. 

2. David, born 20th March, 1777, 1narried, 1st, Mary Tucker, 
daughter of J an1es Tucker; 2d, Mary l\ifarsh, daughter of Joseph 
lVIarsh, of Morristown. 

3. George, who died 30th March, 1808, aged 24 years. 
4. Effingham, who died 26th July, 1807, aged 21 years. 
5. Phebe, born 14th January, 1789, married, 30th June, 

1808, David Jaques, of New York. 
6. Martha, who died 25th April, 1812, at 18 years of age, 

unmarried. 
7. Enos Baldwin, who married, 1st, Sally Bonnel, daughter 

of Bellows Ben. Bonnel; 2d, Abigail Deforest, of Connecticut. 
[ See Bonnel.] 
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11th Gen. 

JOANN ... t\ TOWNLEY, (1st child of George,) and Samuel 
Headley, had children : 

1. Phebe Headley married Richard l\1errel, and had no 
children. 

2. Hannah Headley 1narried Willian1 S. Headley, son of Cary 
Headley, and had children: 

1. Joanna Headley, ,vho 1narried William S. Burnet, son 
of Capt. Jonathan Burnet, and had children: 1. Mary 
Burnet; 2. 1'1Iartha Burnet ; 3. Levi Burnet. 

2. Phebe Headley ma1~ried Silas Burnet, brother of Wil­
liam S., and had children: 1. Roxann.a Burnet; and 
others. 

3. Caroline Headley. 
4. John Headley 111arried Sarah Courter, daughter of John 

E. Courter. 
5. Jane Headley married George Baker, of Hen1 pstead, 

Long Island. 
6. Wicklyff I-Ieadley. 

3. Samuel Headley died a young man, unmarried. 
4. Martha Headley n1arried Caleb l\iiller, s~n of Nathaniel, 

and had children : 
1. Isaac S. Miller, who marrierl and lives in Newark. 
2. Davis Miller married and lives in NA\vark. 
3. Anne Miller. 

5. George I. Headley died a young man, unn1arried. 
6. Davis Headley 111arried Susan Ball, daughter of Ezekiel:, 

son of Tirnothy, and had children: 
1. Sears IIeadley ; i. Wheeler Headley; 3. Andrew Head­

ley; 4. Olivia Headley; 5. Laura Headley. 
7. Mary Headley married Ewel Freeman, of Westfield, and 

died soon after, age<l 18 years, without children. 

DAVID TOWNLEY, (2d child of George,) and hh, first 
wife, Mary rrucker, had children : 

1. Mary, \V ho died a young ,voman, unmarried. 
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2. Martha married Squier Parrot, son of William. [ See 
Parrot.] And by his second ,vife, l\fary l\1arsh, had a son. 

· 3. (ieorge, who n1arried l\1ary Stuchfield, an Engli~h girl, 
and lives in N e,v York. 

PHEBE TOWNLEY, (5th child of George,) and David 
Jaques, lived in Ne,v York, and had children: 

1. "\Villi am Jaques. 
2. Phebe Jaq nes, ,vho married John W. Le,vis, and had 

children: 1. Charlotte Augusta Lewis; 2. Philo Lewis; 
3. Franci~ Le,vis ; 4. Ed ,vard Lewis. 

11th, 12th Gen. 

ENOS B. TOWNLEY, (7th child of George,). and Sally 
Bonnel, had children: 

1. Joanna, who n1arried Mr. Noe, ,vent to Ohio, and died. 
2. David E., born 5th April, 1810, ,vho n1arried Hannah 

Eliza l\1I ulford, born 5th January, 1812, daughter of vVilliam, 
and had children : 

13th Gen. 

1. Sarah Elizabeth, born 10th July, 1840; 2. Hannah 
Jane, who died at 4 years; 3. Laura, born 30th March, 
1846; 4. Phebe Jaques Floride, born 9th October, 1848; 
5. Isabel. 

3. Hannah Mariah married Jacob Jeroloman, of Ne,vark. 
4. Effinghan1 married Mary Elizabeth Squier, daughter of 

Thon1as, son of Stephen Squier, and had children : 
1. Emily Parsons; 2. Montery Tailor; 3. 1-lelen Flora. 

5. Elizabeth married William Stevens, above lVIorristo,vn. 
6. Enos married ,Jane Wilson, of New York. 
Enos B. To,vnley, by his 2d ·wife, Abigail Deforest, had 

children: 
7. l\1ary; 8. Moses B.; 9. Susan; 10. l\,fartha; 11. George; 

12. Joanna 2d. 
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8th Gen. 
EFFINGHAl\1 TOWNLEY. 

EFFINGHAM TOvVNLEY, (son of Col. Richard Townley,) 
left t\vo sons : 

1. Richard; 2. Effingha1n, Jun. 

RICHARD TOWNLEY, (son of Effinghan1,) was born 18th 
Decen1ber, 1720, and 111arried Catherine Anderson, 14th April, 
17 4 7, and had children : 

1. William, born 21st January, 17 48, died 2d l\1ay, 17-!9. 
2. vVilliarn 2d, born 15th 1\lay, 17 50. 
3. I{ebecca, born 13th July, 1751, and died 13th Aug. 1751. 
4. Walter, born 28th June, 1752. 
5. Rebecca 2d, born 11th August, 1754, m. Benj. (fays. 
6. Sarah, born 10th January, 1757. 
7. Effingham, born 1st August, 1759. 

EFFINGHA1\t1 TOWNLEY, JUN., (son of Effingha111,) was 
born 11th Dece111ber, 1729, and n1arried in 1750, Jen1i1na Earl, 
and had children : 

1. Evetts, born 8th August, 1751. 
2. Henry, born 1st February, 17 54. 
3. Joshua, born 2-!th Augu::;t, 1757. 
4. J arnes, born 7th July, 1760. 
5. Charles, born 30th l\1arch, 1762. -
6. Richard, born 31st January, 176-1. 
7. John, born 9th Septe1nber, 1766. 

10th Gen. 

EVETTS TOWNLEY, (1st son of Effi1Jglian1, Jun.,) had 
a son Isaac, who had a son Clark, ,vhose wife ,vas Rachel, and 
lived near Jefferson's Village, and had children: 

1. :Th1argaret, born 1826. 
2. Ezra, born 1830. 
3. George, born 1834._ . 
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10th Gen. 

JAl\1ES TOWNLEY, (4th son of Effingham To,vnley, 
Ju.n.,) had children : 

1. lVIatthias 111arried, 1st, Nancy Searing, daughter of John, 
of Union; 2d, Johannah S111ith, daughter of vValter, of Spring­
.field. 

2. Ed,vard married, 1st, Miss Burrows; 2d, Abigail Price. 
3. "\Villiam 1narried -- --. 
4. Else married Cornelius Badgley. 
5. Sally married Willia1n Higgins. 

11th Gen. 

MATTHIAS TOWNLEY, (1st son of James,) and Nancy 
Searing had children : 

1. "\Villiam, born 17th Dec. 1775, n1arried Margaret Tucker, 
daughter of Jacob, born 30th Oct. 1780. 

2. Sally, who died unmarried. 
·3. Nancy married Ephraim Rino, of Short Hills. 
4. Betsey n1arried Elias Morgan, of Elizabethtown. 
5. Sarah n1arried David Allen, son of David. [ See Allen.] 
6. Edward married Anna Han1ilton, daughter of David. 
Matthias Townley, by hh, 2d wife, Johannah Smith, had 

children: 
7. Isaac married l\tlary Collins. 
8. I{eziah married Mr. Evans, of Newark. 
9. ,T ohn Clark, who died at 25 years, unmarried. 

10. Abby married Daniel Clark, son of Ichabod. 
11. Smith, who did not marry. 

12th Gen. 

WILLIAM TOWNLEY, (son of Matthias,) and l\iiargaret 
Tucker had children : 

1. Matthias, born 20th Jan. 1798, married Hannah Smalley, 
daughter of David I., and had four children: 1. William; 
2. David ; 3. H uldah ; 4. Harriet. 

2. Alfred married Mary, wi<low of Cornelius Frazee, and 
daughter of John Tilyou; had no children. 
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3. Sally, ,vho died Dec. 1st, 180.5, aged 3½ years. 
4. Piatt, born 6th l\fay, 1804, n1arried Sophia l\1olliclore, of 

Philadelphia, and had children: 1. Margaret; 2. Hannah ; 
3. George ; 4. Susan ; 5. Alonzo. 

5. David, born 12th Oct. 1806, married Susan Clark, daugh­
ter of Stephen, of Westfield. 

6. Sarah, born 12th Nov. 1808, married John McIntire, son 
of James, of New Bruns,vick, and had children: 1. William 
lVIcintire; 2. Ellen McIntire; 3. John Henry lVIclntire; 4. 
James lvlclntire. 

7. Alexander, born 11th May, 1811, 1narried l\1ary Samos, 
daughter of Charles, of Dover, l\1orris County, alld had children: 
1. William; 2. Anne; and died at about 24 years. 

8. An10s, born 8th Aug. 1813, married J\fary Tunison, near 
Somerville, and had a daughter, Mary. 

9. ,villiams Mills, born 24th Jan. 1816, married his cousin, 
Joanna, daughter of Ed\vard Townley, and had a son, George. 
His wife, Joanna, died, and he n1arried, 2d, 1\1 artha Scudder, 
daughter of Abraham, and had a son, Silas Crane. 

10. Anne, born 28th Jan. 1818, married Josiah G. Winn, 
from Connecticut, and had children: 1. Isaac N e,vton Winn; 
2. Susan Emeline Winn; 3. Mary Elizabeth Winn ; 4. Matilda 
Fairchild Winn ; 5. Ellen l\'Iansville Winn; 6. George I-Ienry , 
Winn. 

11. Hannah, born 9th March, 1820, married Thomas Seaman, 
son of Joshua, and had children: 1. Tho1nas Jefferson Sea­
man; 2. Margaret Anne Seaman; 3. Hannah Mariah Sea1nan; 
4. Stephen Franklin Seaman ; 5. Harriet N ewe Sean1an. 

IP.th Gen. 

EDWARD TOWNLEY, (6th child of 1\fatthias,) son of 
Jan1es, and Anna 1-Iamilton lived in Westfield, and had chil­
dren: 

1. John Hamilton Townley, who beca111e a Presbyterian 
minister; settled in Morristown. He n1arried Cornelia Searing, 
daughter of J a1nes Searing, of Newark. 

2. Joanna, who 1na~·ried her cousin Willian1 Townley, son 
of William. 
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13th Gen. 

3. David, who died at the age of 2-1 years. 
4. Anne Elizabeth nHtrried Lewi~ Bnnn. 
5. Willia1n, who died 20th Dec. 18-18, aged 23 years. 
6. Israel married l\ilary vVhitehead, daughter of Enos Littell 

Whitehead, of Elizabethto,vn. 
7. lWatthias. 
8. Marv Louisa. 

"' 
9. Harriet. 

10. Almira, who died at 4 years. 
11. Gertrude, v.rho died at 2 years. 



CH.APTER VI. 

ELIZABETH. LAWRENCE ALIAS CARTERET ALIAS TOWNLEY, 

AND HER SON JOSEPH LAWRENCE, TOGETHER '\VITH SOME 

MENTION OF JOHN, THOl\fAS, AND WILLIAl\1 LA "\VRENCE OF 

LONG ISLAND. 

FROM Liber A of Deeds, p. 4, of Record at Jamaica, 
Queen's County, Long Island : -

" Entered at the desire of Mr Richard Smith &c. 30 March, 
"1681. 

"These presents Wittnes that whereas there is a purpose of 
"joining in Marriage with Capt. Philip Carteret of N e\v Jersey 
"itt is joyntly and fully agreed between him the aforesaid and 
"me Elizabeth Lawrence late wife of Capt. William Lawrence 
"of Flushing deceased- that I the aforesaid Elizabeth doe 

: "reserve liberty to give and dispose of all rny right of land and 
· "meado,v or housing ,vi thin the N eek called Tews N eek unto 
"any of 111y sons whom I shall see good and that no engage­
'1 ment ,vhatever shall in1pead this agreen1ent. 

"Wittneth 
"RICHARD Sl\HTH 

"SARAH U. SMITH mark 
"ABIGAIL NICOLLS" 

"ELIZABETH LAWRENCE. 

Copy of the Will of Elizabeth Townley, of Record in the 
office of the Secretary of State, Trenton, New Jersey : -

" In the name of God, A111en, I, Elizabeth To,vnley, the 
"relict of Collo: Richard Townley of Elizabeth To\vn in ye 
"County of Essex & Province of New Jersey, D: s'd, do think 
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"fit to make this my last ,vill & testa1nent in 1nanner and form 
"following I do give 1ny Soul to God, hoping for Salvation, 
"thro' ye n1erits of n1y Lord and Saviour Jesus X't & my body 
"to ye Earth to be decently buried in hopes of a glorious 
" Resurrection at ye last day & as for 1ny temporal goods, I 
"dispose of them, as followeth Imprimis I give unto my daugh­
" ter Sarah Shack1naple all the furniture of ye roon1, in ,vhich 
"I no\v lye, viz"t, The Bed Curtains & Cloathes & every thing 
"belonging to it, a chest of Dra,vers, a Snutll Table & a glass, 
",vith the Chaires, I like,vise give her t,vo other Elbow-Qhairs, 
" covered with ye sa1ne sort of stuff, ,vch is in ye Curtains of 
"ye said Bed. Item, I give & bequeath all my estate, Goods 
" & Chattels ,vtsoever that is mine, or ought to be n1ine, unto 
"my son Charles Townley, his Heirs & Assignes, excepting 
"half my plate, ,vch I give to my son Effingha1n towards ye 
'' payn1t of debts, & I charge & comand 1ny son Effingha1n to 
"be just to his brother Charles by granting him forth with after 
" 1ny death a confirmation under his hand & seal for that land 
"wch he knows his Father designed him; I do hereby consti­
" tute, authorize and appoint n1y dear son Charles to be sole. 
"'Executor of this n1y last ,vill & Testament, revoking and 
'' making null & void all other wills & Testa1nts Ly me hereto­
,~ fore n1ade, either by ,vord or in ,vriting. 

"In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
"seal this eight day of March in ye Tenth year of ye Reign 
'' of Anne over great Brittaine, ffrance & Ireland Queen &c 
"Annoq Dom 1711-12. 

'' The mark of 
" Elizabeth Townley L. S. 

"Signed, Sealed, published & declared by ye 

Testatrix to be her} EDWARD VAUGHAN 
last Will & Testament DEBORAH LAWRENCE 

in ye presence of us: l\tlARGARET WILLOCKS. 
"Memorandum yt part of ye 

" twelfth & thirteenth line was 
"blotted out before ye signing 
" & sealing of this Instrumt." 
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The second husband of the above lady ,vas Sir Philip Car­
eret, of the r~le of Jersey in England, who ,vas first governor 
if the Province of N e,v ,T ersey in America. 

I-le dre,v his ,vill Dec. l 0, 1682, which was proved the sa1ne 
nonth. In this ,vill he gives his mother, J\Iadan1e Rachell Car­
;eret, all his houses, lands, et cetera, in the Isle of ,Jersey, for 
rnr use during her life, and at her decease to be divided a1nong 
1is brothers and sisters. He gives H to 111y n1ost dear and lov­
• ing ,vife," all his houses, lands, et eetera, in N e,v Jersey, "unto 
'her and her heirs forever," and n1akes his "dear wife" his 
;ole executrix. (See Liber A or 5 of Deeds, p. 17, Trenton, 
Ne,v Jersey.) 

The 1naiden nan1e of Elizabeth-Law-rence-Carteret-Townley 
1vas Sn1ith. She ,vas a daughter of Richard Sn1ith, the patentee 
of Smit~1to,vn, L.I. She n1arried for her first husband Capt. 
\Villia1n Lawrence of Flushing, L.I., and had by hin1, a1nong 
other children, Joseph, ,vho, it has been said, n1arried a lVlary 
To,vnley. There is no evidence to show that such a n1arriage 
ever took place. 

In Liber H 2 of Deeds, p. 348, in Trenton, New Jersey, 
appear~ a deed signed by Joseph Lawrence, " 7 ho deeds to Joseph 
Bonny of Woodbridge certain lands in East N e,v· Jersey. In 
this deed the grantor- describes hi1nself as "Joseph Lawrence of 
'' Flushing, in Queen's County in Nassau Island and Province 

1 "of New York Gent. eldest son of Elizabeth La,vrence alias 
11 Carteret alias Townley deceasct of Elizabeth To,vn in the 
"Province of East Ne,v Jersey." This deed ,vas dra,vn lVIay 
~, 1725, and •• R.ecordecl June 26, 1755 by Affirmation of Daniel 
11 Lawrence being of the people called Quakers," who ,vas one 

1of the witnesses. 
Fro1n the fact that wido-,v Elizabeth Lawrence became the 

wife of Sir Philip Carteret in 1681,- the year after the decease 
of her first husband, and that, a short tin1e after the decease in 
1682 of her Recond husband, she married Richard To\vn]ey 
(who did not die until the l~atter part of 1707), it seeins reason1-­
able to suppose that her children nee Lawrence, who were·stilll 
,roung, Ii ved ,vith her in the home of her third husba1nd:, and:. 
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grew up with the children nee To,vnley of this third n1arriage. 
As it V\7as quite natural that l{ichard Townley should have 
christened his eldest son Effingham, in ren1e1nbrance of his 
friend Lord 1--Io,vard, Baron of Effingham, iu whose suite he came 
to America, it follo,vs quite as naturally, that, out of regard for 
Effingham Townley, his Christian name should have been given 
to the grandsou of his half-brother, Joseph La ,vrence, and have 
con1e down through successive generations of both families. 

The descendants of Joseph Lawrence, because Effingha1n has 
been used as a Christian name in their family, have looked 
upon that fact as of much importance in support of their tradi­
tion that their ancestor n1arried l\1ary To,vneley, daughter of 
Sir Richard To,vneley of Lancashire, as they have believed that 
Dorothy Towneley ( sister to Mary) married Francis Lord 
Ho,vard, Baron of Effinghan1, which ,vas not the case, as is 
shown bel o,v. 

The follo,ving, from "Holgate's A1nerican Genealogy," forms 
the basis for the numerous traditions prevalent among the. 
descendants of vVillian1 Lawrence that his son Joseph n1arried . 
a Mary To,vneley in 1690: - "Joseph Lawrence of Flushing, 
"Long !:;land, in 1690, married Mary To,vnley daughter of Sir 
"Richard Townley, son of Charles Townley who fell at Marston 
"l\tloor. At the Restoration he was under the necessity of selling 
"' a very valuable estate at Nocton, near Leicester, in consequence 
"of losses sustained by Sequestration. His daughter Dorothy, 
"the younger sister of Mary, rr1arried Francis Howard of Corby 
"afterward Baron Howard of Effingham, and who on the 8th of 
"December, 1731, ,vas created 1st Earl of Effingha1n. He di_ed 
"17 43." 

In the preceding there is no room for doubt as to which Sir 
Richard, Mary and Dorothy ~owneley, are referred to. In Chap­
ter IV. I have shown that the said Richard Towneley bad no 
daughter Mary living in 1685, and consequently could have had 
no daughter l\1ary in 1690 to have married Joseph La,vrence. 
And particularly so since his, the said Richard's, wife, died in 
1672. Dorothy To\vneley referred to in the above extract was 
the second wife of Francis Howard, Esq., of Corby : - " Cap• 
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" tain of a Regiment of Foot and sometime Governor of Car­
" lisle. Born 29 June 1635, died Dec. 17, 1702, buried at 
" vVetherel." - Monumental Inscription. 

Dorothy his widow died 13 Dec. 1712. Said Francis Howard 
was never created Baron of Effingham, nor did he leave any 
male issue. And yet, on the statement published in "Holgate's 
"A111erican Genealogy," hundreds of people have been led ·to 
believe that the descendants of the said Joseph La,vrence ,vere 
also descended from the main line of the Towneley family of 
Lancashire. Neither John nor Joseph Lawrence ever n1arriecl 
1'Iary Townley who was sister to Dorothy TO"wneley. Neither 
John nor Joseph Lawrence ever married Mary 'Towneley, 
daughter of Sir Richard Townley and Mary Widdrington. 
There is not an iota of evidence to show that the said Joseph 
La,vrence rnarried a lady whose n1aiden name was _l\,fary Towne­
ley, either in the latter part of the seventeenth, or in the early 
part of the eighteenth, century; but there is an abundance of 
proof to show that there ,vas no l\fary To,vneley belonging to 
the main line of the Towneley family at that time who1n he 
could have 1narried. 

John, Thomas, and William Lawrence of Long Island ,vere 
brothers from St. Albans in Hertfordshire, England. They 
ca1ne to this country in 1635 in the ship " Planter," Nicholas 
Trarice comn1ander; and it has been supposed that the maiden 
na1ne of their mother may have been Towneley. Such supposi­
tion I kno,v to be erroneous, as I have not only a copy of the 
record of the birth of each of the said brothers, as well as a 
copy of the record of the birth and marriage of their parents 
and grandparents, but also the "coat-of-arms" of their mother's 
family. 



CHAPTER VII. 

REFERS 'fO LAWRENCE, CHASE, AND OTHER F Al\ITLIES HAVING 

THE TRADITION THAT ONE 0:b., THEIR ANCESTOltS l\IARRIED 

A LADY TO"\YNLEY. 

I COlVIE now to the fan1ilies of Experience Lawrence ,vho 
1narriecl Jabez I{eep of VT estford, l\tlass., aud 'rryphena 

Lawrence ,vho n1arried her cousin Jonas La,vrence of Canaan, 
Conn. 

The descendants of the above have for many years believed 
that they ,vere fron1 the To,vneley family through one Jonathan 
Lawrence ,vho ,vas son to John La,vrence and l\fary Towneley, 
daughter of Sir Richard To,vnley, and sister to Dorothy To,vne­
ley of Lancashire. 

I have already shown that no John, or any other La.,vrence, 
ever 111~nTied l\i1ary, sister to Dorothy To,vneley; and this fact 
alone destroys the truthfulness of their fan1ily tradition. 

But, as I have traced step by step the pedigree of the said 
Experience and 1..,ryphena Lawrence, it may not be out of place 
to ref er to it in brief in this connection. 

vVill of l\1ajor Eleazer Lawrence. Of Record in Liber 27 of 
Wills, p. 270, Ca1nbridge, lVlass.: -

" In the name of God An1en the twenty ninth Day of Decem• 
'' ber and in the year of our Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred 
"and forty nine I Eleazer Lawrence of Littleton in ye County 
"of 1VlidclY8 in N e,v England Gentm Being of Perfect n1ind and 
" 1nen1ory but calling to 1nind the mortality of my Rofly and 
"kno,ving that it is appointed for men once to Die Do n1ake 
"this n1y Last vVill and Testament that is to say fir~t of all I 
" Recon1encl my soul in to The hands of God that gave it 
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"hoping through the 1nerits of J esns Christ to have free pardon 
'' of all 1ny sins and to Inherit Etarnal Life and 111y body I 
"co111111encl to the Earth to be Deceantly Buried at ye Discre­
" tion of 1ny Executors hereafter na111ed ancl as 1"'ouching such 
'" VV orldly estate wherewith God has Besto,ved on 1ne I Dispose 
"in lVIanner and form as follows, Itn. I give ancl Bequeth 
'" to l\iiary n1y Dearly Beloved ,vife alli111ony and Bonds & nots 
"for 1noney due to n1e at 1ny Decea:::;e and nll ye l-Iousehold 
'" Goods waring apparil and Cattle to her & her heirs and as­
'' signs forever and also Im prove1nen t of the house Barn and 
"Lands That I shall Dye seazecl off, During her life, she paying 
'' my just debts & funeral charges. It11. I give and bequeath 
"to 1ny fl ve sons vis. to my son Pelag Lawrance J onath11 La ,v­
" ranee David La,vrance Eleazer La,vrance and Samuel La,v­
" ran ce to the1n and their heirs & assigns the stun of Five 
"shillings in n1oney to each of thein with ,vhat I have given 
"to each of the111 by Deeds to be the full of their Portion out 
"of 1ny estate. 

"I tin I give to 1ny Daughters viz to ye heirs of my Da11gh­
" ter Elisabeth Buttrick Decead twenty shillings in n1oney & 
" to n1y Daughters Mary Fletcher Sarah Cu1nings ancl Expe­
" ranee I{eep Prudence Parker and to each of thern or their 
"heirs the stun of twenty shillings in n1oney ,vith ,vhat they 
"have received before is to be the full of their portions out of 
"111y estate all which Legases to be pai<l unto the111 or their 
"heirs in one year after 1ny Decease by 1ny executors hereafter 
"na1necl hereby I Do constute and appoint 1ny ,vife abovsd and 
'' 111y son David Lawrance to be my Executors of this n1y Last 
"will and Testa1nent Disallowing all others aforen1acle by n1e. 
"In ,vitness whereof I have set n1y hand and seal the Day and 
"year above the words & Bonds & nots for n1oney interlined 
,~ before signing. 

" EL.AZ.A LA \VRANCE [SEAL] 

" Signed scaled published and De-1 W L 
'
' l l t b tl l t ·11 & 1 ILLIAl\I A \VHENCE · c arec o · e 1e as ,v1 ? NATHANIEL BOYNTON 

"Testament of Eleazer Law-j J B ,, 
OSEPH OYNTON. "ranee. In presence of 
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Of Record in the same office: -

" Littleton Dece1nber ye 19th 1754 To the Honourable 
"Sa1111 Danforth Esqr Judge of Probate for ye County of l\1id­
,, dlesex may it Please your honour We the Subscribers being 
" the children of our Honoured Father and Grandfather n1ajor 
"Eleazer Lawrence Late of Littleton Deceased vVe hereby give 
"our consent that ye Will of our said Father and Grand Father 
"should be Proved and a Proved; and Disire your Honour 
",vould alow of the sa1ne: and "vhereas there is son1e sn1all es­
" tate Left by our father not Disposed of by ,vill ,ve Disire 
'' therefore that our aged n1other may be allo,ved to take achninis­
" tration and that the Improvement of the whole n1ay be settled 
"upon I-Ier During Her life. 

" PELEG LA "'\VRENCE. 

"DAVID LA "'\VRENCE. 

'' ELEAZER LA \VRENCE. 

"SA:i\IUEL LA \VRENCE. 

,, BEN.TA. DA VIS. 

"SARAH DA VIS. 

,, ISAAC RUSSELL. 

H MARY Il USSELL." 

JABEZ l{EEP. 

EXPERIENCE I{EEP. 

JOHN CUl\IINGS. 

SARAH CUMINGS. 

PETER p ARKER. 

PRUDENCE PARKER. 

"The said Honorable Sa1nuel Danforth January 13, 1755 
'' granted Letters of Ad1ninistration unto J\tlary the wido,v." 

The above shows conclusively that Experience La,vrence, 
who n1arried Jabez l{eep, was the daughter of Major Eleazer 
Lawrence of Littleton, Mass., and not the daughter of Jonathan 
La ,vrence, son of John La ,vrence and 1\1:ary Townley. l\Iajor 
Eleazer La,vrence ,vas born in Groton, l\ilass., Feb. 28, 167 4. 

When Littleton was set off from Groton, he became a citizen 
of Littleton; and his na1ne appears in the records of that town 
as one of the original landed proprietors. He ,vas a son of 
Peleg La,vrence, ,vho was born January 10, 164G-7, in "\Vater­
town, l\1ass., and who married, about 1667, Elizabeth Morse, 
and settled in Groton, Mass. The grandfather of Major 
Eleazer ,vas John Lawrence of Watertown, lvlass. [1st ,vife, 
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Elizabeth -- ; 2d ,vife, Susannah, daughter of William Batch­
elder of Charlestown, Mass.]; ren1oved to Groton, where he 
died, July 11, 1667. 

l\Iajor Eleazer La,vrence n1arried l\1:ary, daughter of Sa1nuel 
and Elizabeth Scripture of Groton; born Feb'y 7, 1680, by 
·who111 he had the following children: -

1. Eleazer, date of birth unknown. 
2. Elizabeth, born Feb'y 28, 1699. 
3. Peleg, born June 1, 1701. 
4. Jon a than, born Oct. 4, 1703. 
5. David, born Dec. 26, 1705. 
6. lvlary, date of birth unknown. 
7. Sarah, date of birth u nkno,vn. 
8. Sa111uel, born l\1ay 2, 1714. 
9. Experience, born June 22, 1719. 
l 0. Prudence, born April 7, 1722. 
Of the above, Eleazer married, June 25, 1731, Lncy Tuttle, 

by ,vhon1 he had (a1nong other children) Si1non, born January 
11, 1739, from who111 some of the Walker and Ada1ns fa!llilies 
descend. 

Jonathan married Tryphena Powers (4is first wife), by ,vhom 
he had Tryphena, born Sep. 26, 1735, who married Sep. 3, 17 54, 
her cousin Jonas, son of Isaac L~,vrence of Canaan, Conn., and 
died in West Stockbridge, ]\if ass., Jan. 31~ 1795, whose descend­
ants, living in Tioga County, New York, and Bradford County, 
Penn., have spent a large sum of inoney in the vain endeavor 
to prove the1nselves descended from a Jonathan La,vrence, son 
of a John Lawrence and Mary Townley. The Jonathan 
La,vrence who was their ancestor is clearly_ shown in the above. 

Experience married at Westford, Mass., April 3, 17 40, Jabez, 
son of Sain uel and grandson of John I{eep of Springfield, Mass. 
It will thus be seen that Experience Lawrence who married 
Jabez Keep in 1740, was aunt to Tryphena Lawrence, ,vife of 
Jonas, and <laughter of Jonathan. 

It is to be regretted that a few of the descendants of Expe­
rience Lawrence have insisted that the will of their ancestor 
Major Eleazer La,vrence is a forgery, and that the late Honor-
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al>le Abbott La,vrence, ,vhile l\1inister of this Republic to the 
Court of Great Britain, caused certain gravestones to be taken 
from the graveyard at Groton, and transferred to England, by 
n1eans of ,vhich he secured to hi1nself, through parties in 
England, a large sum of n1oney. This ri_diculonsly false state­
n1ent ,vonld not find a place here ,vere it not for the fact that a 
fe\v have influenced n1any to believe it to be the truth. Any 
one ,vith the sn1allest degree of kno,vledge of genealogy aucl 
records ,vill, without any hesitation, adrnit the validity and 
genuineness of the docun1ents above quoted, if they ,vill ouly 
take the trouble to exan1ine the1n in the Probate Office of Ca1n­
bridge, l\,fass., where they are of record, and constantly n1u.ler 
the custody of officials. 

The Rev. John La,vrence of Ca1nbridge, l\Iass., has compiled 
a 1nost excellent genealogy of the descendants of John Law­
rence of W aterto,vn. 

In addition to those 1nentioned, there are several other 
branches of the Lawrence family who have had the same 
La,vrence-Townley tradition. The n1ajority of these can be 
traced either to John, Thon1as, or ,villian1 La,vrence of Long 
Island, or to John La,vrence of vVatertown, l\1ass. 1"he l{en­
tucky branch of the La,vrence family, however, trace their ped­
igree to Levin [Leven (?) the signature to his ,vill is Levin] 
La,vrence who 111arried Susannah, daughter of John and IIouor 
Dorsey of Maryland. She ,vas born Dec. 12, 1717. Levin 
La,vrence died bet,veen April and Septe1nber, 1756, and was 
probably buried in the graveyard upon the north side of the 
old La,vrence homestead, about t,velve 111iles south-,vest from 
Ellicott City, Howard County, Maryland. 1~he house of Levin 
La,vrence, built in 17 41, was still in good preservation ,vhen I 
visited it so1ne five years since. One of the descendants of 
Levin La,vrence residing in Louisville, l{entucky, has the fol­
lo,ving coat-of-arms that has been handed down fron1 genera­
tion to generation. "Argent, a eras~ raguly, gules, cre:,t, two 
"laurel branches vert, fonning a chaplet," which i111plies a 
descent from the Lawrence fa1nily of Lancashire, England. 
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On the 1naternal side the follo\ving is their traditional 
genealogy : -

" .A.econ.ling to the traditions of the fa1nily three brothers, 
"Ed ward, Joshua and John Dorsey ( or D' Arey, as they ,vere 
~, n1ore frequently called iu the early State Records,) ernigrated 
"from Ireland and settled in l\faryhuid not long after its coloni­
" zation. ,.fhe :first appearance of the na111e ,vas in 1660, ,vhen 
"a tract of land called ',.file Bush' containing four hundred 
"acres, lying near Chesapeake Bay and the 1nouth of the Severn 
"River was granted to E<l\vard D'Arcy. In 1664 there ,vas 
'' granted to Edward, Joshua and John D'Arcy t,vo thousand 
"acres of lalld lying on the Severn l{i ver, not far fron1 ,vhere 
"the city of Annapolis no,v stands. A part of this ,.rract called 
'"' Hackley in the Hole' ren1ained in possession of John D, Arcy's 
"desceudan ts fro1n 166-! to 18:29. John D'Arcy n1arriecl a lady 
"whose Chri~tian na1ne ,vas Pleasance hut ,vhose surna1ne is 
"unkno,vn. She survived her husband and nuirried secondly 
"Thornas '\Vai1nvright. John D'Arcy died in 1714 after having 
'' acquired a, very large an1ount of real estate, 111ost of it fro1n 
"Grants of the Lords Proprietary of l\Iaryland, n1any of his 
"Surveys being at the present ti1ne an1ong the most valuable 
'' lands in Anne Arundel County. I-le served for n1any year::; 
"as a Burgess in the General Assemhly. I-Je had three children, 
'"Caleb, Ed ward and Deborah. Ed ward <.lied in the lifetiine of 
'' his father, leaving Ed,vard and John. 

-~ Caleb nuirried Eleanor Warfield and died at an advanced 
'' age leaving a large property, as ,vell as a large fa1nily. 

'' John, son of Ed\vard 111arried I-Ionor -- whoise daughter 
"Susannah 1narried Levin La,vrence." 

The To,vneley Arrns are quartered ,vith those of D'Arcy, as 
is of record in the College of Anns, London. It is possible that 
the descendants of Levin Lavvrence through the fa111ily of Dorsey, 
or D'Arcy, n1ay be descended fro1u the 'fowuley fa1ni]y. ,.fhe 
descendants of Levin La,vrence are an1ong the best citizens of 
Kentucky; and, while engaged in tracing their pedigree, they 
a8sisted me in n1y search by every n1eans in their po\ver. 



90 THE J\i!YSTERY SOLVED. 

Another Lawrence fan1ily, not heretofore 111entioned, descends 
fro111 ThonHts Laurenzen, ,vho n1arriecl, June 9, 1663, l\larritje 
Jans (,vido,v of Cornelis Van Langvelt), and have also had the 
tradition of a Lawrence-To,vnley alliance. But the n1en1bers 
of thi~ fan1ily now living are convinced that such tradition had 
no foundation in fact. 

Tho1nas Laurenzen above was fron1 Groningen in Holland; 
and, upon his admission to the Dutch Church in New York in 
1662, he ,vas styled "Thomas Laurenzen, Popinga," which has 
puzzled his descendants of the present generation. His son, 
baptized Laurens Thon1i.tssen, married, May 10, 1687, Catharine 
Lewis. She died Sep. 15, 1702, and her descendants are scat­
tered throughout the States of New Jersey, N e,v York, Pennsyl­
vania, Indiana, and Ohio. Thomas Laurenzen belonged to the 
fa111ily of Adolphus Laurens, who in 1660 was Registrar and 
Burgorneister of Groningen in Holland, and ,vho used a seal 
sin1ilar to one no,v in the possession of the descendants of the 
said Tho111as. 

Hannah La,vrence of New Jersey, who, Dece111Ler 8, 1771, 
n1arried Richard Chan1berlin of the same State, and Elizabeth 
Lawrence, ,vho, Julv 26, 1756, 111arriecl David Olden, both of 

•' 

New Jersey, \Vere descended fro1n an ancestor totally dbtinct 
fron1 any heretofore referred to, ,vho can1e to this couutry about 
the 1niddle of the seventeenth century. The sa1ne La,vrence­
Town1ey· alliance has been of tradition in thi8 fan1ily, but ,vith­
out foundation. 

There ,vas a Joseph La,vrence with ,vife l\fary living in Plain­
field, and l{illingly .. Conn., in the early part of the eighteenth 
century. Said l\1ary survived her husband~ and dre,v her ,vill 
l\farch 7, 1765, ,vhich ,vas proved April 10, 1769. In it she 
n1entio1is her daughter l\1ary and her grandchildren ~, Rachel 
~- Lrnvrencc, Abigail Cady, Experience Wil1ian1s, Helief Law­
" reuce, Sarah Willian1s, Barcilla Gallup, J o~eph Lawrence, 
H rfho1nas La,vrence and Josiah Lawrence to each of the1n a 
'' bible." Her daughter Mary married for her first husband 
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Lemuel Dean, and after his decease she married John Willian1s, 
through which n1arriages the sa111e La,vrence-To,vnley-n1arriage 
story has found its way into the circle of the Talcott, French, 
YVarren, vVillian1s, and Dean fan1ilies of N e,v England and the 
\Ve~t. The said Joseph La,vrence of Plainfield, Conn., and 
Daniel Lawrence of l{illingly, Conn. (,vhose descendants have 
had the same story), are probably deBcended from John La,v­
rence of vV atertown, Mass. 

The descendants of Jacob Lawrence and of Tirnothy Tall­
n1an of Fishkill~ N. Y ., have the san1e story. These fa1nilies, 
as well as the "\Villett fa111ily, descend from one of the three 
in1111igrants, .John, Thon1as, or William La,vrence, of Long 
Island, and none of their ancestors married Mary Townley. 

The l\1ackoy fan1ily of J{ansas have had this sa1ne story ,vith 
the variation that lVIary, daughter of John Lawrence and l\1ary 
To,vnley, n1arriecl their ancestor Charles Gresha1n, ,vith who1n 
she lived in l{ing Willia111 County, Va.; and that a daughter 
Lorn of this n1arriage beca111e the ,vife of their great-grand­
father, ·which is entirely a n1istake. 

Others of the La,vrence family, living in l\fassachusetts, 
Nova Scotia, and the Canadas, ,vho trace tlH~ir pedigree to 
Richard La,vrence of Richn1ond County, N.Y., have the same 
story concerning an ancestor of the said Richard, nan1ely, 
that he 111arriecl ifary Townley of Lancashir~, which is also 
erroneous. 

The descendants of Thon1as, "\Villiam, and Aquilla Chase 
have like,vise been enthusiastic in the belief that it ,vas one 
of their ancestors ,vho 111arried Mary, daughter of Sir Richard 
Townley of Lancashire. They have been encouraged in this 
belief by designing n1en, and they do not descend fron1 any 
of the 'fo,vnley fan1ily. I cannot sho,v any proof that-Thon1as, 
vVillian1, and Aquilla Chase ,vere related to the grand-parents 
of Richard Chase who married ~1a.rgaret To,vnley, as I have 
not devoted 111y ti111e and labor in that direction; but it is a 
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likely supposition that they ,vere so relatet1, ancl that thu~ has 
come clown to the present generation the tradition of the 
n1a1Tiage of Lady 1~o,vnley ,vith one of their nnce~tors, to­
gether ,vith the tradition of an estate in England belonging 
to then1 in consequence of such 1narriage. 

Fro1n the prececling, the reader will note that the trrulition 
of the 111:trriage of i\!Lu·y Townley of Lancashire to a La,vrence f 
and a Chase (which I have shown to Le false), has found it::; 
,vay into a nnn1ber of fan1ilies in this country. It is probable 
that the first interest in ·a property in England, belonging to 

a Chase fan1ily of An1erica, Legan in 173.5, when the will of 
Fraucis 'ro,v11ley (see pedigree, branch 1)) ,vas conte:--ted by 
his sister I-Ionor fiodgson, and other n1en1bers of his fa111ily. 
Jeren1iah, the father of 1\1argaret 1\nvnley, who 1narriecl Rid1-
ard Chase, \Vas only brother to the said Francis; and although 
J e~·e1niah ,vas dead at the ti1ne of this suit, the property of his 
brother Francis, a part of it at least, should have descended to 
his daughter and only child, instead of falling to an entire 
stranger. 

It is also probable that in 1796, ,vhen the properties of Royle 
and Greenfield, for want of an heir 1nale, reverted to Aune 
Townley, ,vho 111arried Hobert Parker, the descendants then 
living of Col. l{ichan1 T(nvnle,v of New ,Jersey, and of :.\1argaret 
(To,vnley) Cha~e of Maryland, as ,vell as of Joseph Lawrence 
of Long Tslancl, beca111e Ron1e,vhat excited over the event, and 
that such exciternent extended to the various branches of the 
La,vrence and Chase farnilies of An1erica. 

A new interest 111ay have been aroused ,vhen, 011 Tuesday, 
June 11, 1822, ,~ The London Tin1es ,~ prin tecl the following:-. 

" Parlian1entary Intelligence, Honse of Con1111ons l\Ton. June 
" 10. Sir Robert Wilson said that a certain sun1 of 111oney had 
"been left by a Col. Townley for the benefit of ,vido,vs of cer­
" tain officers. I-le wished to kuow why the testators vVill had 
"not been yet carried into execution though the testator had 
"died son1e years ago. Sir Charles Long said that the £10,000 
" had Leen left to the Secretarv at \Var for the wido,vs of ., 
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, c,
1 

_,, ins, lieutenants, & ensigns, but that it had been neces­)( l 
, sars o take legal opinion as to the 1node of proceeding ; and 
the ~sult ,vas that certain forn1alities 111ust l>e gone through 
whif1 required all the tin1e that had since elapsed." 

It 1:ts been frequently stated by parties in America that 
The London Times" had years ago referred to a To,vnley 

1

1stat dealt ,vith by the House of Con1mons. 
r-ri above is the only reference, that I have been able to 

.. , 11 support of such a state1nent, for which reason I have 
I cl it . 

. 1as gro,vn to be a nuisance to our foreign representatives 
n1<.lon, that they are constantly receiving letters about 
estate that the writers fancy then1sel ves entitled to. 
:the ,vriters of such letters ,vould only think before doing 
ey ,vould di~cover that the United States of An1erica does 
llo,v its represent_ati ves abroad any tin1e or latitude for 
ding to such business . 
. ere are also n1any ,vho think they are entitled to 111oney in 
Jank of England. rfhe Bank of England has under its 
'Ol n1illions of dollars in unclai1ned dividend~. No,v, sup­
a person has good grounds for believing that he is entitled 

to a portion of these dividen<ls; then the proper course to be 
ursued is for hi111 to trace his pedig~·ee to the one from ,vho111 

1e ela11ns descent. If such pedigree is approved by the ~, Col­
,lege of Anns" ·in London, then the 1natter can be brought 
before the Court of Directors of the Bank of Englanll, and the 
~money can Le obtained. 
I 

I cannot close this volun1e without referring in brief to an 
pinion, that has taken hold of the n1ind::; of n1any, that son1e of 
1y predecessors have been(,' bought off" fro111 giving'' the heirs" 
he true facts in the case. I undertook the ,vork I have per-

f orrned for the purpose of discovering if there ,vere any grounds 
for the An1erican traditions, and with a detenniuation to carry 
jt through to a fini~h, and present the actual facts to the public. 
Of courJe I labored hoping for a financial reward, which I have 
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not obtained; and I can assure n1y readers, that any inl1tua­
tions that either my predecessors or myself have been ,~ b(\, :ht 
off," are as false as they are base. 

In closing, I wish to thank each and every one who ha\c in 
any way aided me in my eff9rts; and, if the facts ,vhich !nave 
collected with n1uch labor will prevent the public in f1ture 
from paying any attention to the statements that I have si~

0

wn 
to be false, I shall feel that n1y ,vork has not bP-en entire[_~n . 
vain. 

NOTE. -Those of the descendants of Robert and Mary Stevens (a~ to\ 
as their representatives) who have aided me in my work, will rece1 of 
copy of this book free gratis. . b 

Those descendants of Col. Richard Townley, of New Jersey, and '. Y 
descendants of l\fargaret (Townley) Chase, of l\1aryland, who have de111Y • 
to Dr. Alfred Shepherd and myself, will receive a "'')PY of this bookich-
gratis. ugh l 

To all others, the price of this book, with the pedigrees, will be $4· hiS 
copy. For the book, u:ithout tlze pedigrees, the price will be $3 per cl to 
For the pedigrees alone, the price will be $2 each. Address the aut . 

9 1t1re P.O. Box No. 191 ... , BosToN, l\1Ass. 



A GENEALOGICAL CHART, showing the Main Line of the TOWNELEY FAMILY of Great Britain, 
TOCETHER WITH SOIH E OF THE BRANCHES THEREOF. 

Also sltowing the .Pedigree of those of the famil11 who, in the Seventeenth and, Ei9J,,teenth, Centuries, eniig-ratea to tlte United States of Am,e1•~ca, and 
settled ,;11, Elizabetht-Own, New Jersey, and AnnapoUs, lfCa1·11land.. 

By FRANK ALDEN HILL, Jan. 1, 188B. 

A. 
Pl!DICREE OF TOWNELEY <OR TOWNLEY) OF ROYLE. 

•· L~1U":,da1:_1.anclco-heirof=11fICHOLAS TOWNLEY,3d $Ort of John :::; 
Wm. Talbor, died .rma jn,le. Townley, of Townley, and I~br:I Sherburne, I 

andcxccu1ortahisfather,livii:1g 
t4 Edward IV. [1474~5.J 

Rl(;HARD !TOWNLEY, = MARGAKIIT, dau. of JohQ Clerke, 
!lVing 31;1 Henry \ III. I of Rote and Walsham, in who,;e 

~----------~--------~ rig theheldRoyleand&c. 

GRACI!:, = G!LRl!:RT Hot.nl;.J-1, HELLEN, = RALl'H RISHTON, (c)NICHOLAS TOWNLEY, = ANNB, dau. or Hugh 

at Gray's Inn, where he was 
died37HenryVIII.,1538-9, I Vaughllll, Esq. 

reader and bencher, 

of Holden, gent. or Pontalgh. 

EDMOND TOWNLEY, died 41 Eliubcth.=K-''fllARlN&, dau. of •••• Cunon, Esq., 
I died5Charlt.:sl, 

I 

1. EuzAnRTH, dau, of Richard CatteraU, 
Esq., widow of William Tempest, of 

Broughton, Esq. 

);°1c.:ttOI.AS,ch:ailJlaintoKing 
Henry the vu;:.: 

NICHOLAS, 3sbt.:nff o( =!SABEL, d.au. and heir 
Lancashire, 8 Charles I of J. Woodroof, of 

ROBER1' TOWNLEY, = MARY, dau, of Lawrence 

I., died 1645, I Banktop. 
died Aug., 1666. 1 Ormerod, of Ormerod. 

I 
M-4.!1.GAKIIT, = ]0101 INGL&BV, Esq. 

born 16o7. I of Lawkland. 
I I 

l~Al<l!:L,= Rlcltll.RO,sonand CATHARlNI!, NICHOLAS TOWNLEY, - 11ARG.4.RET,dau.of 

Sheibumc, of at Banktop, Esq., of Gawthorpe, 

~------· ------,'-------r--·--~-
Ei>~LJND, = HELLEN, datJ. of lu.THAll.iNJt, M:\RY, m11r. 

J~~nH~b~~~f~:1• Thom:aF~nar. 5;flles~&:~~• 
heir of Richard died 11nm. <lied Feb. 161!:r. L Ric.hatd Shuttleworth, 

Stonyhurst, E,••~· ____ o_a_.,_6,_,. ________ ~---~- -"-'-"="''"-''•c.c•.cc•"'="'-' ----~-----------~ 
NICHOLAS TOWNLEY, = SARAH, dau. and co--heir 
bom r64B, died May, 1699, I r[,._;,;~~fi:asu!:.ri:'r:67~~ 

THOMAS I TOWNLEY, = ANNE, dau. of ..•. Leigh, 
died July, I737· I of Chorley, Esq. 

ANNK =:: RonERT PARKER, Esq_., of Eittwi.stJe, 
[VideExtw1stle.J 

FLEETWOOD, 
died an inf. 

FLEETWOOD,= loKN HABS:RGffAM, Esq., 
horn 164B. · of Habergham, died 

I 
N1c:uous, 

bo1n1671,died1684. 

wi1houtiss11e. 

I I 
RlOU.Rll, MARGARET, 

born17o8---q,died1737. born171g..n,diedunm. 

SA11.lu,diedaninf. 
in1736. 

I 
EDMUND TowNL&Y, 

poHCSSed of the estates after the death OJ 
his brother: 

bo"'1 Oct.~. 1714, died July u, 1796, 

7~ ~\~;.•~:;~~t~~~~ii~~~~X:t~~~~!~fi··~~~~~l~~~~!}~~~:;~:~~:::t~I~::~
1

::~~i ;;e;~?;~1:~~~:~,~~~21;;~~~~~~~;io'~~}~~Eiii:;Z~~~~~~~; ~f {r~1~t!i~~~•;:~~;~~::~:~~~~:~~Y]t~~~~~1:::~!; 
~~;~~~:i°~~·,::!:t~i:1.~:;·~hkht ,!tu0~~,o~~: Mi~~~?! t,aii::: ~1;:~~~i ~:e,i~~

thThc afi~~~e
0:~~::;;~;:~1i~i:ri~~~Cfu. ,b:l~~n;o :~:.~n:;;:.d ~h~:~L::~g:a:~=~:: ~:id ~i~~~ndf 1t:~;;. m~n:u:~~~itla":;!t~a:~t=m~ on~Ba!~::. 

" Barcroft, a.nd passed into the hands or the Townleys of Royle, by the marriage of Sa.rah Barcroft to Nicbol:u Townley 1n \670, and thence to the Parkers of Ex1wittle ,:md Cuerden. l-Co,rt,.10,rt1d 6_.,, T. T. Wt1Jd11..r,m. !isl], 

Coj,frrl fr't'/11 lf'!!l1tafur's Hist,ny of Wl1a!lf!y, ,µ;. ,-Jilion- 187b; j,aKfl l78. 

B. 
PEOICREE OF TOWNELEY <OR TOWNLEY) OF DUTTON HALL. 

RICHARD TOWNLEY, of Dutton Hall, :rnd son = ELLEN .. 
ofRichardDeTowneley,ofTowneley,ob. 1454. l 

ROB RT.::::: •••• 

HJRY. = MARGARET, 

I 
TH,)MAS, =:: ELTZABll:Tff ••••• 

RICHAkD, living at Dutton, 15 EID!. ;;;:: JANE, daughter of RGgcr Winc:kley. 

I 
I 

JOHN, ~OBERT. MARGARltT, 

JOHN. RICHARD, = ANNE:, dau. or William Browne. 

I 
HENRY, J.1WRltNCI/.. EoMtiND. 

JOHN. 

I 
Rlcru.Rt>. ABRAHAM, mar, a dau. of Wm, Shuttleworth, of Ast,1rlee. 

I 
}OHM. LAVoltltNCX. THOMAS. ANNE. 

ANN. WtLUAM, 

I 
ANNE. 

I 
]ORATHA.N. 

RIC ARD, born J689,ob. 17ln:,succeeded to Bel- ;::; JAN~, dau, of Wm. Grea.ves,ofGartsideHall, and heiressofWil ]ANs. 
field Hall, by desire of Alex. Buttuwortb. I ]lam Greaves Beaupte Bell, of Fulboume and Beauprlif Ha.II. 

RIC*ARD TOWNLEY, Col. of Lanc'r =:: :r. ANNE1 dau.of Tho1. West--= 2 MARY, dau,ofWilliamPeu• 

N°ICHOl..,\S. 

I 
Wn,UAM. 

Militia p.od High Sheriff, oh. :i:llo:I'. ! ern, of Almgtoll Hall Cambi, LI ~•Y-'-• _,f_P•_•o-'-y_B_rid~••_c•_L~_e,_. ----------, 

ruCHlRD GREAVES,= MARGAMT,dau. of John AN~- CATe,.l1mt. ~E. J.ur1.-P=----w-,-cc'1u-.~. --J□_N_A_T,IH_A_N_. -=-E-,-,,.-,---,d-au-.-.,-T-. -J,-h.----S,~11~H 
bom I75J, Gale, o{ Whilehavcn.. j son of Lancaster. 

RICH RD GREAVES.=CKCBUA. dau. of s;, Chuk• W•oo• of w •. GAU. M, .... .,. S,RAK. ~-l Wrattling Park, Calllhs., B.ut. 

Ric~ GasA.ve:s. CHAIRLES WATSON TOWN-= GEORGJANA, da.u,of John Dali!IOD, Tuol.-.s MANN11:RS WM. GALa. 
TowNUtv. LEV, ham 1824. ! ofHamptonsin County Kent. Towtu.EY. 

RICH~RD GRllAVB:S, CHAl.u FRANCIS. w~. DALISON. WAL~.BR BKAUPRK. 7 other 
1
cbildn n. 

horn 1853, 

I 
Wn.UAM, ]ONA.THAN. EDMJND.:;;:;MARGARBT, dau. of MAat ELIZABltTH, And 

1
other 

FRANC.BS 
MILFORD. 

l Jas.. Lode. children. 

I I I I I 
Cs.a:uA. Et>w. ]AMB.S. WM. PENNY. CHAS. GAUi:. Other children. 

The above Pt.:dieree was $COt lo 111e April so, ,885, by CH.A11.i.1:s G. Tow1u1tV, 1 d~t of RrcHAan ToWNLE.Y, of Belfield Ha!L 
FRANK ALDEN HtLL. 





HBNRY (the 

~!~1:io~\•o 
Robert as 
Dean of 

Whalley, 

PEDIGREE OF T 10WNELEY, 

~~~'!~; 
toH.,nry. 

T 
Joa:11,son 

ofWillia1n. 

SPAR~NGUS, lint Dean of Whalley upon record. 
T 

L1wt.raus GOTWOLPHB.1 

CuoWLr!us. 
T 

HIU-IRY (the elder). 

Ron= TsuCCCSl!Or to Hemy). 
T 

GEOFFREY (the elder), sue- =A daughte£ o.f Roger 
cessor to M~brotherWilliam I de La.cy,cm1&table 

as Dean of Wh:i.lky, had of Chester, ant.,13 
in free marria11:e lands in John, nu-: 2 (the 
"Tunleia, Coldcotes, and year of R1 ~ger'~ 

Soodesworth."~ , tl""th!. 

7 
G~~~~AS, 

Known as having 
b,,enw1tneuesto a 

chartero/1heir 
brotherG(atfrey. 

OF TOWNELEY. 

Thcearli .. rpor1i1111-:,fthispedig..ecwasrc:-writtcn 
by Mr. \VH.UAM LAIIGTON m 1873, from evidences 
coliec1ed by CffRJ!.TOPKIUt ToWNELEY. 

MICHAEL DE LA LEYE, had by=. 
gift of theabbe>t:mdconveot 

ofNewboJands111the 
10\mshipof Ex1wisle, s. d. 

-----~--- -------, 
GILB RT DE LA LEGH.5= A1:or, named AoAM, a 

GEOFFREY (the youoger),3=. .•• HENRY. 
peainofWhalley,alive I 

ROBERT, who 
had the: churc.a, 
of Alvetham 
andartc:rw:mls 
thatofRi:>Ch• 

Gj;~:~~~~b~th!f\V1u:;. son inn:t"::f~h:· ~
11{5.':"ro:! 

Named as son of Michael in a charter c~antry in named as 

NJ thetimeorWilli3m 
BishoporLichfield and 

Co:a:~'Th.~~~3~~7. 8 dale. 

RoG£K,thelast 
Dean of Whal­
ley, in the time: 
of Henry III. 
and Edw. I. 

C::ild'?co1cs, and Snochwonh, gave 10 John, son of 1 ;11bert 

~,o!~~h! ~~~:rH::0ft[· de tror:sti:.-g\:,
11&:::tl ~~~~:Y, 

a~fn~~7 A:P~~~\1y Thos. dci :uU:~i;y Mic'i:~ 
Alt1uipa. hc:rson de la Ugh 

Disseisc:d by Henry de Laci, who i'hornas. in. a deed 
gr.ante:~ Hap ton to Edmund Talbot. by sund,:y 

Settled C:livigw on hi.s grand- burgcsscs,s.,/. 
children. 

Gt;:Jebe?;}{?I~~~~Tl1~~~: son 
SetllcdHaptononGilber1,his 

grandson'sfirotmarriage. 

RICHARD DE TOWNELEY,= Cm;;1L1,1.,~ who as a ·. vidow 
whcheldland.,inTowneky I bythc:namc:ofde"TI unlay," 

n-35-36. andAltoft. -----------~ 

CECILIA, heirc:ss=JOJNDELALEGH,~rdo; 
of one-third of I one-lhird ofTownelc:y,jurc: 

.\IARC.;RllT, 
,ndw1feof 
Lawrence: 

Habc:rgham. 

Pl!TEK, 
dcsctibed 
:issonof 
Richard. 
ob. s.p. 

AucIA, 
heire$5 
ofone-
1hirdof 

Townc:Jey, 
&c. 

ROBli:RT AGNl!:S, heir• : = JOHN 
Ho,l<IN• ess of one- na HAK-

soN, 1hird of GNl!'!.\'E5, 
whom~hc Townclc:y, dead 
s11rv1ved. &c. before 

1338. 

, ----
\V!U.IA.Jl l>&L HAt;:GlrS:A. VES, who I2 

F..dw. ill., 1338, granted 10 Rich­
ard de Towneley, son of John de 
la Ugh, the lands a11d ten .. ments 
which he: had from l11s father in 

;h:.~e1
:Thisan;nt~~~- !~t~5

/
0
A1i~~ 

widow of Robert Hopkinson. 

1'.owneley, uxor~~ et per lege,n Anglie, 
dted before after his wife',s.dea1h: ;,Jive 
her husband, 14 Edw. Ill., A.D. 1340, as 

~;t11:_xn~• ~~:~i;~~!i;~l i;:;t~ 
lifetime. 

THOMAS pe: U. Li.Gtt, 46 Edw. III., 137;1; •xecuted 
a deed of certain rents,&c.,of the third parl of 
,he manor of Towneley and other premi~,:,; which 
heh,.Jdin trustjoi_ntlywith Robert,sonofJ.damde 
Holde.n, and wh,ch they had by grant of Elias 
de Ilr1ddc:tw1ste, Rector of Warrm,tmn, and Roh<:rt 
de Ilnulton,c:haplain. Founder of the ch.mtryat 
Bumley Churci-t. 

-------------
K.Ar. ERINR, = GLUUWT oa /..A LRGH, son and :::, ALICK, who survived l>im, 

da•~. of I heir of John de la Legh and I 1vas found by Inquisition, 
Ricl,.,rdde Cecili.i, a_live in ,38_:2: d.ate of a Ric_. II., r388, to have 
Bald·rstonc second marringc ,144. His hddtwopartsofTowneley, 
sctth ·rnc:nt, ~ea! beanng the shidd of lhrc:c: beMdc: one-fourth of the 

IO ~:,;J_m. ~~~r~;fr.~i:r;iekr:7ir.:i:;: i &~~~~tt\f~r:~~~f~~;k, 
,·.;,. ~-'/I-

7RICHARD DE TOWNE-= Eurni: thi~ 
LEY, Eacbeator 1371, . name 1> found 

and Sheriff of the I inauedof 
County of Lancaster I Alice, widow 

:5!~ ~: &~. I °§rt~k~~c 
rn11ti:t ,P3·:: 4 ! I9 El;;;_m., 

MA.RGRRIA,w1fo 
of William de 
Middlemore, 
who in her 
right hdd 

land~ in C!ivi­
cher,called 

Holme:. 

LAw1urncE 
ui;:LA Li,;r;H 
also ca.lied 
deTowoe­
ley,named 

intheentml 
ofCliviger, 

1321. 

Wn.LIA•t DE RIG:IJ.A.Yll.EN, = ELIZAIIIITH:, died 
7April,2HenrylV.,14or, 27M:;1.rch,2 

~- J OHN DE TOWNELEY. • 3r years of age at the date of thc:_Inq. p.m. of his = lsAuKLLA, who became the Roa&Jrr and H1u.rnv. AL!;IA,wifc:of 
:b:dmmd,son:md 
hc:irofSirTbos. 

Dacie; maniai:e 
con11act30 Edw. 

hadagrancorthe HenrylV.,qo1. 
wardship of Richard lnq. p.m. held 

father m J36r: found hei, 10 hi$ aunt and 38 ye:tt$ old, d,cd 1399. Inq_. heiress of William son of 
p.m., l Hen_ry IV. In •~)7 sealed the sc:ttlement which he made of his Matthew de Rixton; mar. 
estates, "wnh three mu,lets and a fesse which was the sealc: that the rlage contract 1382; died 

BothChap]nins. 

sonandhdrof John de 3HenrylV. De la Leghs formerly sea'ed withall." t', Christ. TOlvne!ey's l\ISS. ~397. 
Towneley. 

jo~N T,)IVNELl!.Y, 
named in the 

• willofSirJohn 

}.,~::.Icy i\'.:, -~1:e 
son,Bamard, 

was ancestor of the 
Townc:leys of 
Hurstwnod, 

ELL~NOR, 
w1fc:of 

E=Hay­
dock. 

TKoMAs, 
abase 

son named 
inhi.s 

father's 
will. 

HI., 1356, 

I 
;,fa-rl!.PA, married William, son 

andhcirofJohn,sonandhtiT 
of Sir Thomas Fleming, Barr,n 
ofWath. r------- ---- .. 

Is11.asr..u, daughto-r of Nicholas Butler, of _l":;wcliffc:: marrii.ge covenant=: JOHN DE TOWNELEY, 40 year~ o!d in= isAnELU, dau. of Richard Shirbume; .;; '\.uci~, 

t~~~~e;~:r~ifge t~i~rrtt:~!1:; ~~~~~,ri~ed !~.;:~1~::~ ::: ie:1~! I ;!55
Je:~d v'l~- 17:/is J..'i}~~f ?;6!, !>~ild : H~;1~?V1.se:~td~edt::f:i~~6:2 ~~I:~~· 

de frrts~11ti," m her father's orch,.rd wl1h ,ne John de Thorneton then i before 1473. I ' • her 
deceased. 1 ' h,sband. 

s.j,. 

SIR RtckARD TOWN ELEY, knight­
ed by 1he Lord Stanley on Hutton 

JoAMNA, <lau. of 
R,~hard nnd 

sis•·:rof Chris­
to 1erSourh-

---,-- ~-------T·-- ------- - -- ,---------------,- ------, . 
L~,?~h~1\~~:e 6~} N~c;~~~~~·l,~:i-~~e~~:(A) H:r~ui'?io'N~EY, (B) sitit~~:~~; G~~~~'r,;'{,:i;~fAf:;: 

~t~~~~t~!~·;_ ~t::~r1~~: ~E'. IlARNSIDE (P. 255.) ley,i of ROYLE(]'. i;7B.) orders. nnder Nowe[l of 
Read; marr1nge so< 
tlement 7th March, 
8 Edw. IV., t46B . 

w,;i1 l of Sarnles- These two were executors of their father's will, 
bu111: survived. All fivebrothersjoinedinadcedofrdeasein1474. 

................. ·r- Aliv1,~ a~R_;,_, 1_11_. ------------------~----~ 

SIR JOHN TOWNELEY1 Knt.10 A set-=cisA1<llLL,•i' ?<m. and heiress Qf Sir Charles Pilkington by E!_in-=ANN,11 dau. of Ralph C:iterall, C''!ARI.KS, 
----------, 

isAD tL, .,jfe of GRACE, wife of 
Sr' hn Thos. Hesketh tleme_nl was m,ade on h1m and Is.ab~lla bdh, h,s w,fc:, dau. aad heiress of Jame~ Gaythfor1h, .Marnage 2d wife; scttlcment 15 July, 

;:ar~'-~-~i~~f,.'ti!;:~ ,1;:!;h_"'.b~ -~i~e ~~rt7,ci d,;1.i:d '>~1~-~.~:!/_0 Y~rt-,!~;• :'~~:~~ ::·: ...... :_ !::· _ _ ! :'.:: ?::~:~::~::.~~·;;~3-\} .. ~.: Talh S'.'-le• ofRufford. 

when his_ w_ardship was granled IO ::iu P;;l;lng1onsofLnncashire\1asnotboendiscoveredbyme. The arms Radcliffe of Hope,son and 

;si::.1i~~l~~dr,~~n~i.~~fti' i~ Hil°~r~l~
1Y 1 ";i~t,[~; s5;::nwb~\~:~ ~~~~,e~h!n~~ anofW~~":fi::i~~1:u~d:ro~hJit ~~tll 0:r ~!d~~tt~•n<ler Rad• 

church. In h1s w,U, dat~ ~a April, 1 )ohn Pilkington, the: brother of Sir Charle~. Sir thn marrir.rl (N. B. - Doctor Whiualer .... -.. ~~;~~·:fll., 1539, he c.ills hunself o( 1: !s~l~::~~d 1:ha':~i1l!: :tv~!i'"l~ett!:~~rk.~ \v.tyd im and their ~h1 c::~~ll;!~J:r:~Jia11:e in 

:HARLES TOWNELEY. = ELIZADBTK, dau. 
Willda_tod9thApn.l,1539. of •••• Kay,of 
Calls hun~elf of To<vneky. the Parish of 
In 1534, had a,gr~nt of RoclldaJe, widow 
Lynrodefromhisfathc:r. ofJohn,sonof 

Roger No:well, of 
Read. D1spensa-

1ion,{lo Dec., 
1515, 

HKLl!N, wife 
of Robert 
'\J",.v,leoof 
Liversedge 
Co., York. 

Diip.ensation 
dated 1506. 

GRACE,utm.Sir 
Ruborr Heskecb, 
ofRufford. 2d, 
Lawiencc:Ha­

bergham, ofHa­
bere:harnHall. 
Died within a 
yc:ar,whcnhe 
mamcd.Mar• 
garet, dau,of 
Jene! Ingham, 

the<}e$J:.tj~h';1u• 
Townoley. 

Jo:~~:~m 
Thos. :ihir­

bumo, adly, 
to Ralph 

Shm1lewor1h 
of Hacking. 

JANE, 
wi(eof 

WiJlinin, 
son.ind 
hc:irof 
Robert 
Dalton. 

'EUZABBTli, 
w1f11 of John 

li'.:i~d~a~f 

,,.,.,c.1·1,nar• 

r;afionh\lt' 

MAIIGARJ.T 
".;,~ 

7\'i,.ni;,.is, 
sonandhei, 

of Richard 
Banastrc:, ol 

Alveth:am. 

A~N,wife of 
William 

Hnrcroft,of 
Lhe Lodge in 

li:u.~N, wife: or 
Robcrt,oon 
andhc:irof 

Henry Ran­
aHrc,.,fPark 

)OH,• .. NNA. Joim,sonof 
l~abcl, wife 
of Thomas 
Bentham, 

JoHNalias 
DVNl!.LEYof 
DONllLV. 

Srn RICHARD TOWNELEY, = F 
knightedatthesie,:eofLcithe. 
lnden1uredmarriage25Sopt., 
2S1hHc:n.VUI.,1536. Ma.cle 
hil; will 26 July, i:553; died 

-,--~ --T-- ----7 
}OIIN BENEDICTA, Guel!:, 
named or BENN!tT, ,.;feof 
m the wifeof Hui:h 
<!lltnil ThomM H,lsted. 

P .. ndle. 
Hill. 

1).:i,.,_.:itersofAliceBurnley. 

I 
RICHARD TOWNELEY,11 born 29 =:: 

~~~:~: d:~r~f~n~ft:\vifl~a~ 

in~:~· ;t6S~: ckm:1!~ t~;;t~: 
pleBar. "H.:bmltthc:greatbuild­
mguponthenoriliside oflhehouse 
whMe the: kitchen ;s; it was finished 
abou11626."-T.M.S. 

Jotul" 
die.din 
infancy. 

RIOlARD TOWNKLKY, 

1:.e~ ~~t!f:1~/f2.8r'. 
Neelon cburc:h 23d 
Dec.1 1635, s.p.luq. 
p.m.,301hOct.,1636 
(P.) 

RICHARD TOWNELEY, 
Esq., born 1628, died at York, 

bur. at Burnley, 
Jan. 301 J7"6-7, 

Vide B1ographical Memoir (f). 

JAN1t,da11. 
ofRalpbe 

Auheton, of 
Great Lever. 
Will dated 

•~ May1 

~:f~u~~c:1 

1,:pulcdtobc: 
hisbasc:snn 
sncalledin 

!,is will. 

Jott:N 
bur.at 

Burnley, 
Oct.8, 
1678. 

ct:~a:[,
1

4 R1~~ao, c:1H~~;~A~1~:.v•7 t/f~=~~~~- fi};~. 

j~!.~~L; Pf.ttanJi;J: ~S~S.10 

jOtlN. CHIIISTlll'HEII. CttARLP.S. 

Al! three died young. 

of Nowell,of 
1551. Rend. 

·--;;iRY, sole: heiress, 13 yc:t1rs old= JOJN TO.;NEL~~~--=y•~ In~-- 11,i5 gentleman suffered muc! 

d~th~P\VD~n:!1;:r f:?h~: ·1 hc~ft~1~~:!.~clt:'~\7:nr~/'i:~it:~· on~~ :tr~~~~i:;'.~i1i::; 
marriage,. 1,556, on the score of 22 Sept., 6 Jae., 1608, di~d·fiil'"after a.,,d l,uricd al Burnley. 

can:a:::::, born 8t1SANNAII, 6. THOMAS. 3. MARv .. ..f ~It, nmrric 

c!:1~~·r~rd!d~~~; T .. ~Rife:. !: y~~!~~- tr~:~:;;.: w~~
1~:c~~1c~ 

1646. 2. FRANCES. 7. FRANCES. York, being ha 
second wife: di 

mar. Sir EdWIIII" 
0$bornc,ofRyw 

Al! urimarried. 

Margaret,wifcofHugh. 
Wadsworth, near Preston. 

ELLEN,wifcof 
Hc:n,:ySher• 

burnc,ofRib­
blelon. 

STJSAN, wife of 
Tholll:l5 Hutton, 

of London, 
goldsmith. 

Co. York. 

Jo1hi, JOHN, 
b,;•-n born 
FJn. 16o-.>. =~ l1cit:hdicdln 

ii:;fancy. 

FRANCIS, 
liviog 
1659. 

MARV,= PHILIP, constable of 
Hongh, Co. Linc., 

Esq. 

ANNl!.,ob. 1650, 
i11 London. 

FRA.1'11:1S, 
dial :u 

St. Omer, 
at1heage 

of 
sixteen. 

CATHA.NIN II, 

ANNE, bom 791h !lfay=Jott:~PLu~•PT?N,sonq 
16u; mar.abouc1628 heir of S.r Ed.Iii 
died in i:643 in Thome PlumplOn; died alal 
tanWoods,ncarRigley ~sJuly,~644,inK112.1111 
inchild•bc:d of Robert borough Casd,., of 
the son and heir: bur bmi!ie receivr'<I. a1Bc 
at Spofforth in t/11 som: bur. a, Kruua 
Plumpton Choir, bowugbclmrc:h. 

-··-r --~------------~--------7 
1i1:~k bo~~c~~=~•A !~~~~8, MARY. ANNE. DOROTHY (P) = FRANCIS fRANC!<S = CUTHllERT MARGAR&T {Pl. 

!f°ca~b;: er>. Jc~:i:;;;, ~~~ {P). Carthu5ianat 
Newport(r), Esq (P.) Esq.(1',) Nunsob.at _N_=_"'-•-~-'_c65

c_
5
"- Marehs,17u (r). I Esq. Burnley. 

Bothdic:dyour"'~·-------~-,,----~---~ 
Gosscz, P:i.ri,. 

RICHARD TOWNE- = MARY, dau. of 
LEY, &q_ •• born ,689; I William Lord 
bur.atBumlcy, Aug, Wlddrington; 
18,1735. (1'.) bur.11.tBumley, 

I July, 173t(P). 

,---
CttA=S TowNEt.RV, 

17~:J·•d~Jn ?;,~ j~a. 
3,18o5;bur,11.t 
Bumley,17th. 

CHA.11La5, 
born16go, 
ob.,713. 

CA.RO UNI: LomsA, ma!"!edJ,r1[J:~f8,f; ~!l'!r'lfa:,1:ur, Visco1111t Nt·rreya, 

EMILY FRANCIS, ":i~~l~ ~f 1tt~b~11~f Rt~:.~~de; l.G~ Gordo;i Len-

Auc1t MANV. 

FRANCIS, 
boro1709, 
ob.1746. 

M,1.11.v, 
ob.1716, 

URSULA, 
died 

young. 

PEREGRlNEEDWARD TOWNE-= CHARLO"M'E, 4th dau. of 

LJ.'f:.:EF'qRt~:~tritbo~d ·1 :t~~a~dH=.~tr~~ 
•Jet. 10, 1762: High Sheriff, J831; of William, 4th Viscoun_t 

died Dec. 31, 18~6. Strathallan; mar. April 
22,x794. 

C!l.\RLOTTlt 
died 

young. 
~=:~'~; 
Louvain 

(r). 

MA.IIGARET, 
died 

young. 

THl!RESA,= Sir GEORGE MOST 
ofTalacre, 

MAIIY CATHARINE, = T!IOMAS HORNYOLII, 
born 1721,ob. EsQ.,afB1ackmorc:P~•~ 

176:>{P). Co.Worecstc:r. 

·-~----------7 
B,o.HllARA, 

bomAprilt-4-, 
1758. 

= Sir W!LUAM STANLEY, 
ofHno1011,b3rt.: died 

Aug. s, tS36s.p. 

URSULA. 

JOH:!i%:'1!~~•~t•q·,~ d}u~f~r:-re'n~'%g:~
1
b ~!R~r:.~:9~:• F~:s, 

Liout.•Col. 5th Linc. : Tichbome, hart. died unmar. 1817. 18o1. 

THOMAS S'tONOII, 
LordC,.rnoy,, 

1/521. 

Mili~~rr~:;;f;. i.x._P_. --'I-------,------.------,----, 
R11:J}Atu:> HENRV TowNICLIL:Y, THBRKSA HARRIET. Lucv EvaLVN. MAJIV ELlU.BltTtl. MAl!ltL A11Na. 

Lieut, 2d L~r,;Guanis, born 
F .. b.5,tS49. 

NOTE.-Thcl=u~, (v) is affixed 10 those nam"5af whom ih=re 3<c poruaiLsi11 thchou..,, 





C. 
PEDICREE OF TOWNELEY (OR TOWNLEY} OF LITTLETON. 

NICHOLAS TOWNLEY, = ANNB, dau. of Sk Hugh 
of Royle, in Co. Lancas1er, l Vaughan or Littleton. 

son ,md heir. Pl:we in Co. Midd., Knt, 

I 
Enr.tu)lp TOWNLi.Y, = CJ..THAlllNB, 3rd dau. DI 

of Royle, aforesaid, son I Rich. Curson, of Water-
and heir. Buried at perry, in Co, Oxford. 

~tEll::bctR. •sgS, I ~~·- ~rJ~~Cif1t~.':i' 
I CowleyinBucks1younger 
, hro. oC Tho.Gifford or : Twyfordc:ir.e sd. Co. 

J, N°ll;;ll.OLAS = lsABELLA, 2". RoBURT := l\fARY, 
Townley, son da11. and Towl'!LEY, <lau, of 

3., FRn1KIS = CATffAIUNE, 
TOWNLEY,of 3rd and 

7• BARNARD = MAil\', 
Towrn.Ev. or MARJORY, 

dau.ofJohn 
Bntdsh.aw, 

ofBl'lldshaw, 

X, Bl.ol.NCH!t = l'HOMAS 
J'owNt.EY, FARRAND, 

2. ANNI? 
TOIYN!..l>Y, 
,nddau. 

JOHN 
RUSHWORTH 

o[ 
Riddlesden. 

-1• THOMAS. 

andheir,left soleheir 2nd son; Lawrence Littleton. youngei;t U\ daughter. ofCarleton, 
5. EDMUND, 

issueonedau. ofJohu aged 8o Ormeroide, Placein dau. of Sir 
6. R!CHARU 

M.10 John Wodrofe of 
fogolby of 'Bankctope. 

Lawk.aland, Was living 
in Co. York, 1664 • .Born 
Esq. Yesd. 1583. 
Nicholasd. 

years; 14 ororm.,roide, 
M.arch, in Co. 
1664. LanC11ster. 

aboult65i. 

I 
,. NICHOLAS TOWNLEY, of = JoANNA, eldo:st 

Littleton-Pia.cl'!, Eldestron I dau. and co-heh 
and heir. Died June 3rd, to William White 
1687, agcd75ye:us. of Northian. 

Midd. 3d Tho. Fosler, 
'IDO, heir to Knt.,by 

Francis Susan, his 
Vaughan, wife, ye 
hisgre:1.t only dau. ol 

uncle. Had Tho. Foster, 
several child- ofldcn,in 

Sussex. 
SL!lterand 

sole heir of 
Constance 

Fostc:r,sonof 
yesd.Tho. 

in Co. 
Lancaster, E.,. 

Esq. 

rlTTll 
NICHOLAS TOWNLEY = JANE, sec. datt. 

of Eastbourne, in and co-heir of 
2. FRANCIS TowNI-E:V, ~= )Eld!M.\, dau. 

,i,dson, merchant and co-hc.irof 
l• W1t.L1Ai1. 
o. Jouw. 

7. CHARLES= SARAH, ,Jau. of 
TOWNLEY, Anthony Allen 

7th sonofyePar. ofCamberwell, in 
T~w~,~~~:'.0

::.. 
I. )JnNNA. ]. MARY:= HaNRV 

Sussex, and of th"' Nicholas Gild. :1.tHamburg. Hedicd Hency ~~ son, a Hamburg 
Men:ht. 

2. CA-UARINE. 
4 •. \NNE. 

3d surv. ~ILUNGHA"':, 
dau, ciuzcnandd1s-

In:~. TDi1:·, J~~:St r:!i~':x~G':'t~; 
,68.5, in his father's lire- by Anne, his 

llmc, aod was buried wifc,dau. of John 

in ~:~~c "c\'"::J!. of d°f;ti.J~o~::;, 
Esquire. She d.ye8Mar., 

r7u,andwasbur. 
with her husband 
at Eastbourne. 

in 1685, leaving issue, 3 Haughton, 
sons and 1 dau.; o[ Moui~ey in 

aged 41. Co. Surrey. 

)ANE, sole daughter 2nd he~.= ~-i:-~: ~~~LS~=i~-=2n:ft:ail~~:.~~~~;:i:r:1~d 
apparent to Sir in r7J9. 

William Wilson,of 
Eastbourne, in 

Sussex, Bart., but 
died before his father. 

1. CHARLJ TOWNLEY., ::::, rst. SAMH, only daughter of :::: 2d. GaRTR~•E, sole dau. and 
ddcst lion 11.11d heir of ye William Wilde, born :n heir of Ha.,1net Kirk cs of 

p;~i~:l~tu;:~h~t1 MCh~~6?~;/:::::~~?:?~iJ0n Neae::::1t;ii~J:,r;:;;, by 
P,om g Au11:., 168-1; now living on hi'!!' bLrthday, J714, in of Nicholas H.10kesof Gaunts' 

,740. child-bed, of her son James, Houil'! in Dcrscuhite, Gent. 
and is buried in ye family She is li viog, q40. 

vault at St. Dunstan's. 

Died 
unmarried. 

I 
2. ]AM!i'.S 

TowNI.:i:Y,s.econd 
son,bom2s 

S~tYu~6:,s;
7
!~d 

unm,, and Wa.!" 
bur.myem1ddle 
aisle of St.Dun­

stan's ch., afore-
said,ncarthe 

pulpit. 

of St. Dunstan's Surrey,and 
in ye F,ast. ciun. of London. 

r>forcht. Born She died 
14Feb.,165,i; 30 Dec., 1729, 

died 20 Sept., andi.sbum:d 
1719,and1s with herhusb:ind 

bur. in ye family in the family 
vault at vautt. 

St.Dunstan's. 

EL1z.,d:m. of 
.•••..•• Gilbert, 

leftissue 
several sons and 

daus.,andw<ls 
bur.in St.John's 

chun:hat 
Hamb11rg. 

~~---
unmnried. 

CATHA RINI!:, 
M.\RY. 

Euz~DETH. 
Ai-NE. 

Hoi-ouR. 

Died 
infants. 

THoMns Towi,urv, 5th son of 
ye Par.of St. Dunstan's, in 
y'! East Lend., citizen and 
dra~l'!T. Was twice mar., 
and left only: one daughter 
by his :rdw,fe. Died .about 
1681. 

ii 
3, N1cnou.s. 
-1· FAANCIS. 

Died 
infant5. 

sJJH~ll, 
MARTHA. only sur . 

HoMOR. d:m.,hc-TI 
~~ 23Jan . .,,.L,"5; 

D1cd now hv1rg, 
infanlli. 1740,um,. 

l. CH,.RL~ TowNLRY, Esq.,cldest son, 2. JAMESTOWNLEY,l!ndson, 
York Herald of Arms, born 7 May, 1713; M.A. LectuT"'r ofye Parish 
living 1740, unnuuried. Ch. of St. Dunstan's, 1n ye 

East; born 6 May, 1714; 
now livinc, 1740, unmamed. 

i. Krnitlt!. TOWNLEY, 3rd 
s;m, ofye Parish of St. Dun• 
ainJ~~~~ b~!~st'J~\~~~16; 

I 
4. H.U1NETT TOWNLEY, 4th 

,;on;:1.pprenticecoahop 
merchantinyeParishoiSt. 

Dunstan's: born 1 Juue, 
I72a; now living. 1740, unm. 

t. ARAIJP:LLA, ddest: dau., 
born a Dec., 17u; now 

living, 1140, with lier fathcr; unm:.rried. 

···--·-1 
2. GE:R.TRUl:11, 2nddau., 

born 8 March, 17<13; died3 
Dei:.,1737,an,I ;sbur. inytt 

family vault at St. Dunstan's 
now living, 1740, unm. Ch.,aforesaid. 

tiller,ofLondon, 
by whom she 
had 1 dau., 

Catharine, living 
1740. 

3• CAROUNA,3rddan., 
youngest dau., born s Aug., 
r727; now living-, 174<1, with 

her father; unm. 

fRANC!S, 
FRANCIS, 

N11:HO!.AS. 
ANNI. 
~ 

AU died 
infants. 

HERALD'S COL!..&G£1 LoNDON', 
I certify the above Pedi!!,:r \C to be a true e,cl~d of the Pedigree of CHARLllS ToWNLBV, 

York Herald, as it is ·ccorcicd upo(s1:=,°klA°l}~fI)~~6-£•¥1~~'rW.don, 
13 Fae., 188?; Du pp .,,11-ii:ro. l 

PEDICREE OF MARCARET TOWNL!Y (COMMONLY CALLED LAOY MARY TOWNLEY), »1' ANNAPO,1S, MARYLAND, U,S,A, 
COMPILED BY FRANK ALDEN HILL. 

D. 
FRANCIS TowNLliV' of= ANNE, dau. or .• ' • 

London,merchanl; died I Elboroug~, Doc­
anno i68,(, 11ged7oyrs. torinDil'inity 
orthere:about5. 

fRANCIS TOWNLEY, 
of London, mer­

chant; dicd,aged38 r· 
FRANCIJ TOWNL hecamean 

London. 

111 
ANNa )Ac.Ono\, 

MARV, 
C.-.Tl!Alllt-11:, 

Hano;,. 
All manic,1 and 

left issb :. 

I i 
i·· ~-____ N_o_istu_:-__ ___ 1 

FRANCHS ANDREWS, dau. nf 

-I Edw. Andrews of S1. Giles 
i11theFiclds,Co.?>1iddlc$ex, 
London. Bur,inlhechurch 
o( St. Gile!. in 1hc Fields, 
Jan,r5,16g3. 

7'D1'JJf! u,-agvu, 





I i---•-
JEREMIAH TOWNLEY CHASE, Chier= HESTER BALDWIN, of RICHARD M0ALK, Q 

Justice of the 1,:ourt of Appeals for the State \ Annapolis, Maryland. Marylan 
P-.,ltimore, = f!'RA.NCK. HALTON LHASlt, = 2d hush. DAVID HARRI$ of j die ,June 29, 1815. Philadelphia, Pa. ' 

ofMaryland. Will drawn Dec. 26, 1723, 
No issue. 

FRArk_c_E_S_T_O_W_N_L_E_Y_=_R_IC_H_A_R_D_L_o_O_K_E_R_M_A_N ________ 1_!A_T_t_O_A_,-d-ie~d-Aug. ~ THO~!AS CHASE, her ... . RICHARD MOALE, b. Oct. 9, = M~~~-~ARR:~: deceased Oc1, 

CHASE, IJ, 18:2"91 in l 1e ! cousin. 17841 d. March 29, 1840. I 6,. 1Sg6, aged 431 rt supra. 

HESTER. ANN I 

,--
HEST!iR ANN. = .. ■ .HARWOOD, or 

Annapolis. 

EFFINGHAM oiOWNLEY, 
eldest son and heir] born in 
Elizabethtown, N .• 

SARAH,' •.• 

Numerous issue. 

47th year;ot her age, I 
1 

-i----------1 ! 
= REv. SAMUEL Rmotrr. 

--7 
TOWNLEY CHASE 1 

deceased. 

MATILDA, d, FRANCJ:.S CAROLINE TOWNLEY, 

unmarried. deceasedr-'-Ja_n_._2-'-7-'-, _1_88_0_. ------~~ 

RICHARD MOALE, Jiving in An- WILLIAM HALTON, living JEREMIAH Tow:-,LEY, 
napolis, Md. Secretary of the in Baltimore, unmarried, deceased. 
Naval Academy. Unm. 1888. 1888. 

E. 
PEDICREE OF RICHARD TOWNLEY, OF ELIZABETHTOWN, NEW JERSEY, U.S./\. 

COMPILED BY FRANK ALDEN HILL, 

RICHARD TOWNLEY (8th son), 
came to America in the suite of Lord 
Howard, Baron of Effingham, who 
succeeded Culpepper as Royal Gov­
ernor of Virginia, from 1684 to 1688. 
Settled in Elizabethtown,N.J.,where 
he became a colont:l of militia. He 
was one of the Privy Council of Dep­
uty Governor Lord Neil Campbell, in 
1686. He dit:d intestate, about 1708. 
He was com.in to Jeremiah Townley 
of London, who was father of Mar­
garet Frances Townley, who married 
Richard Chase and seltled in Mary­
land. Bur. in Elizabethtown. 

=DAME EuZRHETH CARTEBET, the wido,. '. 
· and relict of Sir Philip Carteret, whl, 

was the first Governor of the Province Oi 
New Jersey. Will drawn March 8th 
17n-12; proved July 23d, 171-2:. Buri 
in Elizabethtown. 

CHARLES TowNLRY, born 1686, 
in Elizabethrnwn, N. J., died 
Sept. 2d, 1756, and buried 1 
in St. John's churchyard, Eli2:. ' 
abethtown, N. ]., by the side 
of his wife. Will drawn Aug. 
22, r756. i 

Numerous issue. 

-Tl 
CATHARJN&, born Seet- 20, 1786, died Apr. 

8, 1847. Married Richard I. Crabb. 

HESTER ANN, born July 27, r791, died 
March 15, 1875. Both died, s.p. 

THOMAS B., Surgeon 
in U.S. Army. 

I 
SARAH TOWNLEY. 

1 
SAi.LY H. w. 

I 

JOHN SHACKMAPLH., uf 
New London, 
Consectic.ut, 

N ume:rous issue. 






