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INTRODL'CTION 

P,Y Tt1E HISTORI!\N. 

THE autli()r beg,; lean' f() say a few words a,; att introduc­
tion tu the hi,-tury of ,James Kelly herewith ,mhmitte<l. 

'.\early ()!le and a half rc>nturies have elapsed since the birth 
qf ,James Kt>lly. and the time is fully ripe for a recorcl of his 
<·arepr and that <>f hi,- desrewlants. given in this form for thtc> 
he11etit "f the 1nany nrnmhers <Jf the Kelly family and their 
friPHds. LPt it llt' ,;ai<l at thP outset that ,James KPlly waR a 
sulcliPr of t lw Revolutiunary \Yar. one of the bravest of t hP 
men who ('f\St in their fortunes with George \\'m:;hingtou in 
the struggle for the freedom of the f'olonies £rum the dom­
inatinn aml oppression of King Georgt> the Third. At the 
re<pwst "f my friends I have ('Ompilecl this work and now 
prPRt>nt it in a permanent form. for the benefit of vresent 
friends and future generations. I present fads from my own 
personal rerollediuns, and have gatherecl others from rela­
fi\·es and friends, and my aim is to give a true, unbiasecl 
reronl. hoping to wound the feelings of no member of the 
great Kelly family. 

RICHARD T. KELLY. 





C/\RD 

BY THE EDITOR. 

IT is a most pleasant task to prepare fur the press a record 
of the <'areer in this C'fllllltr~· of a pioneer family that 

has giYen to seYeral SllC'C'essive generations qf their country­
men so many noble ancl useful men nncl women as the de­
SC'endants of ,James arnl Catheri11P Kelly-11£ Srntrh-Irish 
hloocl. than whid1 then• is no better. nrnl famous for their 
illustrious deeds on the fields ()f l1nttle ill nt lenst three wars~­
that of the Rernlution. the '\Yar of 1~1:2, and the Civil ·war of 
1861-'()5: and also for their struggle,;; and triumphs as honest, 
intelligent and sturdy settlers on Anwrican soil. from the 
year 17\);:l: always good. patriotic eitizens-of enterprise, 
publiC'-spirit. a1td of those pushing qualities which have made 
of Ameriearn, the greatest and most aggressive people known 
to the human race in the periods in whiC'h they have lived· 
Not only of SC'otrh-Irish blood were these people, but that 
of the stern and sterling old Covenanters, renowned for bat­
tles for eonscienee and for high principles, as well as for the 
heroic deeds which illuminate the pages of history. 





James Kelly. 



6 HI,lTORY OF THE KELLY FA::'r1ILY. 

JA~fES KELLY 

Was born in Scotland, in 1752. In his youth he and his 
brother John came to what was then known as the colonies 
of North America. \Ve cannot find traces of any other mem­
bers 0£ his father's family in this country. 

James and his brother John first settled in Yirginia, and 
about the year 1793, John and his family accompanied James 
and his family to Fleming County, Kentucky. at a point near 
Flemingsburg. ·when ,James Kelly came to Ohio, John re­
mained in Kentucky. The two families knew very little of 
each other subsequently. John never Yisited his Ohio brother, 
but several members of James' family went ba<'k. from time 
to time, to Kentucky to visit their uncle. \Ye haw very little 
knowledge of this man. The wife of Joseph Kelly said that 
he was a very large man, physically, his body being so heavy 
that his legs could not hold it up long at a time, and he was 
:forced to spend most 0£ his time sitting or lying. It is said 
that it took three yards of flannel to go around his body when 
a "wamus" (a sort of woolen jacket) was made for him. In 
spite 0£ his flesh he had great physical strength, and he had a 
son, George, who weighed, when quite young, one hundred 
and fifty pounds, and was one of the most mischievous of 
boys. George would often go into the house and tease his 
father, who, becoming tired of the annoyance, one day re­
marked to his son: "I'll just throw you across the bed 
against the wall so hard that you will remember it." This 
seemed but a piece of pleasantry for George, but thepext time 
he began to indulge in teasing his father, the old gentleman 
took George by the arms and tossed him across the bed with 
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such force as to satisfy the son that further persistence would 
not be wise. 

James Kelly, in common with other pioneers in this new 
country, encountered many difficulties and endured many 
trials. "Tith no other associate than his brother John, there 
lay before the two the dense forests, diversified by lovely val­
leys, and clear, beautiful streams-all most attractive to the 
eye. Then mountains towered above the scene, toward the 
heavens. These heights were inhabited by wild beasts, and 
the Indian trail could yet be seen through the forests. The 
woodman's axe was constantly heard, and the sky was lighted 
at night with the blaze of the log and brush heap. In the 
log cabin could be heard the droning of the spinning wheel, 
while the mother, tripping to its music, drew out the threads 
to be woven or knit into garments for the warmth and pro­
tection of the body. 

Time passed slowly, the years bringing little but exper­
ience and a better knowledge of the situation, and a cheerful 
hope for better clays to come. Many were the conversations 
between him and his lonely brother, concerning their native 
Scotland, where they played together on the grounds of their 
father's home, with the little cottages, near by on either hand, 
and contrasting the home place with the wide expanses of 
territory in North America, with only here and there a habi­
tation for man; and the brothers longed for a time when they 
might rightfully claim farms of their own, the products to be 
used for their own sustenance and comfort. : 

As the boys grew older and became men, the hand of 
oppression began to be felt, from those who were in authority, 
and whose purpose was to prevent the acquiring of riches by 
the immigrants, and to send what was received through op­
pressive taxes back to England. 

As years passed, oppression became heavier, and it was a 
pending question how long it should be peacefully endured. 
The sturdy immigrants believed that God had created all men 
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equal in privileges, and had pronounced comlemnation upon 
all who oppressed the poor and deprived them of their natural 
rights. 

These sturdy and noble pioneers derided that this state 
0£ things should not continue: that liberty should be th irs, 
eYen i£ it should be bought with their heart's blood. They 
declared that their valleys, hills and woodlands should ring 
with their shouts £or liberty, until the echoes should reach 
the far-off shores of England. 

·when the colonists coulcl no longer endure the heaviness 
of the English yoke, James Kelly laid aside the crude £arm 
implements, took up the flintlock gun. and the powder horn 
and bullet pouch, and joined the ranks of his neighbors who 
were the loYers of liberty. He spent the "\Yinter of l T,i and 
'78 with George "\Yashington at Yalley Forge. and had his 
£ace and ears so badly frozen that the fleshy portions came 
off. During the winter rations became short. and the soldiers 
had to go out often in search of food. On une occasion. James. 
and five companions, crossed the Schuylkill Ri,-er in hope 0£ 
securing game, so that they could once more have a taste of 
meat. During the day James became separated from his 
companions. Both parties firecl their guns, but could not be 
hearcl by each other. Finally, the five men went to camp 
without Kelly. ·when he found that he was lost. at night-fall, 
he picked out two trees. about fifty yards apart. and walked 
from one to the other all night long. to keep from freezing. 
At daylight he began to look up something of which to make 
a fire, and on finding a large, holloK log, he crept into the 
cavity, and by the aid of the flint from his gun, and powder 
and dry leaves, he succeeded in making a fire ·with some small 
wood, and finally got a bunch of coals inside the log. He 
then crept in and was warming himself, when he heard some 
one say, "Well, Kelly is dead." He spoke up at once, and 
said, "Not quite, yet." 

In all his hardships, his one thought was: "Liberty, 
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Independence. and Freedom to One and All." In an engage­
ment with the British, a musket ball took off the end of his 
nose. He remained in the service of the colonies until victory 
perched on the banners of the friends of free government in 
Americ-a. 

On his return to }fonongalia County, Virginia-now 
\Yest 'l'irginia-,James married Catherine Stewart, a young 
·woman of Scotch blood. She was born in 1 i64, in Scotland. 
They joined their fortunes in the beginning of the year 1784. 
The author wrote to the Clerk of the Court of :Monongalia 
County. \Yest Yirginia, at }Iorgantown, the county seat, to 
ascertain the date of the marriage of James Kelly and Cath­
erine Stewart. and reC'eived tlw following in reply: 

.; ::\IoRGASTOWX. '"· YA., January 26, 1898. 
'·R. T. KELLY. Springfield. Ohio: 

·· Dear Sir:-The oldest marriage license on record in my 
office hears <late, 1 ,~J4. The old records were burned in the 

Yours truly, 
·' JOHN E. PRICE, 

"Clerk of the County Court." 

After their marriage. )Ir. and :Mrs. Kelly remained in 
Monongalia County, Yirginia, until 1793. Then, with their 
five children-one of them an infant-they removed to Flem­
ing County. near Flemingsburg, Kentucky, where they 
remained for fifteen years. During this time seven more 
children were born to them. The names of these children 
will be found in the record of births. 

On hearing that there was an opening of a new town in 
what was then Champaign County, Ohio, named Springfield, 
they loaded up their effects on a wagon and started for the 
north, crossing the Ohio River at Maysville, and following 
the road that Simon Kenton laid out from there to Urbana 
Ohio. Kenton, some years before, had given an Indian ten 
gallons of whiskey to go before him and blaze the way 
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through. They came to Springfield in the year 1808. leaving 
behind their daughter, Rachel, who had married, and Joseph, 
who was also married and Samuel who was not married. 
They lived in Springfield until 1811, when Mr. Kelly bought 
a farm in what was then a portion of Green County, but is 
now Green Township, Clark County. four miles south of 
Springfield. The farm was primitive forest on the west and 
south sides, with a pi~ce of prairie on the east. 1Ir. Kelly, 
with the aid of his youngest sons, commenced the cultivation 
of the farm. The house that he built in 1811. of hewn logs, 
was torn down, after standing eighty-seyen years. 

In the year 1813, }Irs. Catherine Kelly mounted a horse 
and rode back to Flemingsburg. Kentucky. alone: and on her 
return to Springfield. her daughter. Ra0hel. who had married 
Hugh Kirkpatrick. came with her~- they riding 011 horse hack 
and carrying 1-Irs. Kirkpatrick's six wet:>ks" old daughter, 
about whom I will speak later on. 

,Vhen the war broke out in 181:2. four of ~Ir. Kelly"s 
sons, manifesting the spirit of their father in their loYe of the 
country he had aided in achieving its independence, enlisted 
in its service. Of these I will speak hemafter. 

During the war of 1812, when }Ir. Kelly was ,vell along 
in years, but was still robust and had a good constitution and 
loved his country, while in .. Werden's taYern, at the corner of 
Main and Spring streets, Springfield, Ohio, an Englishman 
hurrahed for King George. }fr. Kelly struck at him: he 
dodged the blow, and l\fr. Kelly's fist C'ame into contact with 
a walnut door and cracked a panel. The bystanders siezed 
Mr. Kelly and held him until the Englishman was got out 
of reach. 

After the Kellys had been settled in their new home 
about two years, there came out of the village of Springfield, 
one clay, unexpectedly, two ladies. As "hog and hominy" 
and com bread formed the principal diet in the country 
places, Mrs. Kelly, with the aid of her daughter-in-law, the 
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wife of Joseph Kelly, baked what was then called a "light 
corn pone." It was placed on the table and, according to the 
custom of the time, the "bread" was passed to the guests first, 
The "pone" somewhat resembled cake, and the ladies remark­
ed that they took bread first. They were informed that this 
" pone " was the only bread the hostess had, and they at once 
partook of it, and enjoyed it, no doubt . 

.Mrs. Kelly, at the age of seventy-six years, fell and dislo­
cated her hip, and from the effects of the fall she was forced 
to lie in bed thirteen years. During this period she had a 
stroke of what was called in that day "the shaking palsy." 
Yet with all {this, the old lady was cheerful, and was never 
known to murmur or complain, On one occasion, when I 
was ,-isiting this lady-my great-grandmother-in my young 
days. her daughter had spread for me a slice o f "salt-rising " 
bread. spread with butter and honey, and while I was sitting 
by the fire-place. enjoying it, her son, Samuel, said: "Richard, 
look and see how Granny is shaking her head at you for eating 
all of her bread and honey." Being timid, I commenced to cry; 
but when she assured me that she had palsy, and could not 
control her head at times, I proceeded to finish my luncheon 
with a hearty relish. 

Although not members of any church, James Kelly and 
wife were in sympathy with the United Presbyterians. 

There comes to my mind an incident that occurred on 
Joseph Kelly's farm. One clay Catherine Kelly was crossing 
the woods, near her son Joseph's house, when she came across 
three boys in the woods climbing trees. They were the sons 
of Joseph Kelly-James and Thomas, and William C., who at 
this time is living, in his seventy-ninth year. Each had new 
trousers. She, seeing what they were doing, told them to 
come down and take off "those pantaloons," which (it being 
Summer) they did at once, cheerfully. "Now," said she," you 
can climb trees all day." She took the garments in charge, 
and carried them to the house, the boys remaining in the 
woods with nothing on their persons but shirts and hats. 
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RECO~D OF Bl~THS OF THE FAMILY OF JAMES KELLY AND WIFE. 

,Tames Kelly was born in 17,'>2. 
Catherine Stewart Kelly wa:o horn in 1 iGJ. 
Rachel Kelly. the daughter of ,James and Catherine Kel­

ly, was born iu :\Ionongalia County. 1iYest Virginia, .August 
4, 1784. 

Joseph Kelly was born iu )Ionungalia County. ,Yest Vir­
ginia, Dec-ember 23, 1785. 

John Kelly was born in )Ionongalia County. ,Yest Vir­
ginia, )farc-h 3, 178\:l. 

Samuel Kellv was born in )Iouongalia County, ,Yest 
Virginia, )farc-h 3. lim. 

Thomas Kellv was born in )louongalia County. ,Yest 
Virginia . .August i. 1 i~l2. 

Xathan Kellv was horn in Fleming C'rmntv. KentuC'kv, 
)fay :\ 17\:JJ. . . . . . 

)Iary Kellv was horn m Fleming County. KentuC'ky. 
March 21 179f( 

James Kelh· was burn m Fiemiug Couuty. Kentueky. 
June 15, 179tl. · 

Catherine Kelly. ,Jr .. was born in Fleming County, Ken-
tucky, June 7, 179\1. · · 

Stewart Kelly was born in Fleming County, Kentucky, 
June 13. 1801. 

Franc-is Kelly was born in Fleming County. Kentuc-ky, 
May 12, 1803. 

Leah Kelly was horn in Fleming County. Kentucky, 
August i, 1806: 

MARRIAGES. 

Rachel Kelly married Hugh Kirkpatrick, m Fleming 
County, Kentucky, 180-i. 

For her seeond husband, she was married to John Dris­
col, of Clark County, Ohio, June 22, 1820, by Rev. Saul 
Henkle. 

Joseph Kelly married Mary Detrow, in Fleming County, 
Kentucky, 1807. 

Mary Kelly married McClintock Mulhollin, October 24, 
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18m. ReY. Elias "\Tickers officiating. Her marriage is recorded 
in Xenia. Green County, Ohio. 

John Kelly was married to Peggy :\IcBeth, April 20, 
1818. by Samuel Smith. ,J.P. He was the first of his father's 
sons to marry in Ohio. and they were the fifteenth couple 
married after Clark County was formed. 

Xathan Kelly was married to Rhoda French, March 23, 
1820. iu Clark County, Ohio, by Rev. Saul Henkle. 

Stewart Kelly was married to Elizabeth Driscol, March 
13, 182,3, in Clark County, Ohio, by Rev. Elias Vicker. 

Thomas Kelly was married to }Iargaret )IcCurtain, April 
8, mm. in Clark County. Ohio. by Rev. Saul Henkle. 

Fram·is Kelly ,rns married to Elizabeth :Morris, May 29, 
1828. in Clark County. Ohio, by Reuben }Iiller, J. P. 

Leah Kelly was married to Thomas Rock, July 3, 1839, 
in Clark Cuuuty. Ohio. hy Reuben }filler. Esq. 

Samuel Kelly was rnarriecl to Julia Townsley, July 11, 
18Gl. in Clark County. Ohio. by Reuben )Iiller, Esq. 

DEATHS. 

James Kelly, ::-,r .. died August 30, 1837: age, eighty-five 
years. 

Catherine Kelly died )fay 26, 1853, in her eighty-ninth 
year. 

Rachel Kelly Driscol died September 9, 1849. 
,Joseph Kelly diecl September 2, 1849. 
,John Kelly died September 27, 1825. 
Samuel Kelly died December 27, 1875. 
Thomas Kelly died July 30, 1872. 
Xathan Kelly died June 16, 1838. 
)Iary Kelly :\filhollin died January 24, 1842. 
James Kelly, Jr., died September 5, 1849. 
Catherine Kelly died June 10, 1853. 
Stewart Kelly died in May, 1828. 
Francis Kelly died June 25, 1840. 
Leah Kelly Rock died July 7, 1847. 
Mrs. Julia Driscol Taylor died May 16, 1899, at the age 

of seventy-five years, eight months and nineteen days. 
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THE HOG THAT WOULD NOT IMMIGR.ATE. 

JAMES KELLY, on leaving Kentucky, thought it best to 
bring with him a small drove of hogs. so that he would 

not be put to the trouble of having to buy after settling in 
his new home, as "Hog" and corn were the principal diet in 
a new country, where wild meat could not be gotten for every 
meal. In this drove was a "brood sow:" one. too. of which 
Kelly was proud. as she had unusually good qualities. He 
got them across the Ohio River safely, and then thought the 
porkers were safe for the rest of the journey. But. alas, there 
is" many a slip twixt the cup and lip." They traveled one 
day on this side of the river, and put up for the night, and 
Mr. Kelly thought the hogs safe in an enclosed lot. The next 
morning the "brood sow" was gone. He looked around, but 
she could not be found. Kelly then came on, leaving the hog 
to take care of herself. Some time afterward, he received 
word that the hog was back on the farm he left. It see'Ils 
that she had swam the Ohio River, evidently thinking Ken­
tucky soil good enough for her. 
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RACHEL KELLY KIRKPATRICK DRISCOL. 

Rachel, the first daughter 0£ James and Catherine Kelly, 
was born August J, 1784, in Monongalia County, Virginia, 
now ·west Virginia. She went to Fleming County, Kentucky, 
with her parents. There she married Hugh Kirkpatrick. In 
1810. her mother, who lived in Springfield, Ohio, went back 
to Kentucky to visit the children she had left in that state, 
aml on the return of ::\Irs Kelly. who had ridden the whole 
distan("e on horseback, Rachel Kirkpatrick rode in the same 
style with her mother to Springfield. carrying her six weeks' 
old daughter in front of her on the horse. Hugh Kirkpatrick, 
and the rest of the family. came later. 

They had born to them six chiklren:~Samuel, Nathan, 
:Martha and Catherine. These were born in Fleming County, 
Kentucky. Rachel and Hugh were born in Clark Gounty, 
Ohio. Hugh Kirkpatrick, Sr., settled s6uth-west of Spring­
field, near where :Mill Creek enters )fad River. Samuel, their 
eldest son. never married. He died December 19, 1839. 

Xathan Kirkpatrick was born January 30, 1807, and came 
to Springfield, Ohio, in 1810. He married Elizabeth "\Vorth­
ington. He, in ais younger <lays, followed wagoning from 
Springfield to Cincinnati. The writer's father, William C. 
Kelly, has in his possession a blacksmith bellows that Nathan 
brought in his wagon from Cincinnati, fifty-five years ago. 

At one time, while he was chopping wood for his uncle, 
Joseph Kelly, he cut a bad gash in his limb, just below the 
knee. He walked to the house and called to his aunt, Polly 
Kelly, who, on seeing what had happened, got her needle and 
some silk thread and proceeded to sew up the wound. Not 
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having grip enough in her fingers to pull the needle through, 
she took it in her teeth and acC'omplisheil the work. doing so 
until she took five stitches. 

Joseph and Polly had four children:-George. Laura, 
Samantha and 1i\Tilliam. 

George married ~Iiss Shuman: Samantha married Clif­
ford ~Iulholland: ,villiam married Lizzie Swonger. and 
Laura married George Xewcomb. They all settletl in Clark 
County, Ohio. 

-:S-athan occupied his father's farm until his death. which 
occurred in 18~:lO. at the age of eighty-three years. 

The following are his grandchildren: Laura Xewcomb, 
two children: George Kirkpatrick. one ehil<l: Samantha ~Iul­
holland. four children: "\Yilliam Kirkpatriek. one child. 

The olcl Kirkpatri('k hume is now owned l1y Gt'orge 
~ew('ornb. Xathan's sou-in-law. 

)lartha Kirkpatriek was horn De('ember \I. 1:-;o\1. in Flem­
ing County, Kentneky, and eame to Spriugfiekl in l~lU. She 
married \Yilliam Huntington. 

They lived for a while on Yellmv S11riugs street. Spring­
field. then moved to Green Township. near the Clifton pike. 

To them were born four children :-George . .A.1111. Hugh 
and Rae hel. 

George married Anna Swanye. and had two children: 
Ann married Arthur Forbes. and hacl four children: Hugh 
marriecl Hanna Howell. and had six ehildren: Rachel married 
Edward McClintock. 

The writer remembers the first time he met Mrs. Hunt­
ington. It was when he was a boy. He had been sent to 
her house on an errand. On entering the house he said: 
"They sent we down to get some boneset for Granny." :Mrs. 
Huntington said: "Who are you, and who is Granny?" On 
telling who I was, she said: "Oh, it is for aunt Polly Kelly." 

Catherine Kirkpatrick was born in 1810, in Fleming 
County, Kentucky, near Flemingsburg, and came to Spring-
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field in 1810. when she was but six weeks old. her mother 
riding on horseback and carrying her, as I have already stated. 
They were arcompanied by her grandmother, Catherine Kelly. 
She marriedJolm Taylor, )lay 1-!, 1841. He was a millwright. 
After he quit his trade, }Ir. and :Mrs. Taylor moved to Green 
Township. and there remained until they died. To them 
were born three chil<lren:-:Xathan K .. }Iartha Belle and 
Rachel Catherine. 

Xathan K. married Elizabeth Moon, of Columbus, in 
which rity they settled. Their children were \Yilliam, Jessie 
Gertrude. Fred. Carrie. Robert and Ralph. Jessie Gertrude 
marrie<l Alexander Eavens. They have two children. 

)Iarthn Belle Taylor married Joseph -:\I. W,.addell. They 
luwe ei.~ht rhihlren:-Xellie )I.. Luella F., William T .. )Iary 
,Jessie .. Juhn E .. Forest 0 .. Harry A. and Roy )Iac. 

Rarhel Catherine Taylor married David L. Gram. They 
setth,(l in Clifton. Green County. Ohio. They have four 
ehildren :-,Juhn. Clemie. Grover and Horner. 

Xathan K. Taylor served one year in the war of 1861-5, 
in the 13-Hh Regiment, amL also, in the 168th Regiment, of 
the.; Hundred Day·· men. 

Rachel Kirkpatrick was born August 15. 1812, near 
Springfield. Ohio, and married Thomas Rock. she being his 
second wife. To them was born one daughter, -:\Iartha, who 
married Ben. S. Boolman. To them were born two daughters: 
-Thurza aucl Lizzie. 

)Iartha Rock Boolman settled in Green Township, Clark 
County, Ohio. four miles south of Springfield. 

Hugh Kirkpatrick, ,Jr .. was born June 10, 1814, near 
Springfield. He married Agnes Anderson. They settled 
near the Clark County Fair Gronn<l "extension." To them 
were born four children:-James, )faria, Samuel and William. 
,James Kirkpatrick married Frances Hyer. 

)Iaria Kirkpatrick manied Luther Wissinger; Samuel 
Kirkpatrick married Sophia Weaver. James Kirkpatrick had 
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six children: Samuel Kirkpatrick had six children; Maria 
Kirkpatrick Wissinger had one child. 

William Kirkpatrick married Lizzie Van Norton. 
Samuel, "\Villiam and James served in the war of 1861-5. 

( See War Record.) 
James Kirkpatrick settled in ~Iercer County, Ohio, 

Celina Postoffice. 
Samuel, Maria and William settled in Springfield, Ohio. 
Hugh Kirkpatrick, the husband of Rachel Kelly Kirk­

patrick, died in Dayton, in 1815. He was a wagoner, running 
between Dayton and Springfield, Ohio. As there were no 
railroads in that day, goods were conveyed in large wagons, 
with four and sometimes six horses. Kirkpatrick owned one 
of these teams. He was not feeling well, at one time, and 
his wife requested him not to go on his trip. but he thought 
he would soon be better: so he got his load at Springfield 
and drove to Dayton. On arriving, he was taken decidedly 
worse, and before word could be sent to his wife, he died. 
The first word that she received was that her husband was 
dead. As mails traveled slow at that time, a few <lays had 
elapsed before she got the word. She at once saddled a horse 
and taking her nursing babe, Hugh, in her arms, rode to 
Dayton. But on her arrival she learned that her husband 
had been buried two days. "\Vith a sad heart she again 
mounted her horse and returned to her home, to tell her chil­
dren that their father was buried, and would never return 
home. 

Rachel Kelly Kirkpatrick married for her second hus­
band John Driscol, June 22, 1820. To them were born three 
children:-Phoebe, Julia and Josiah. 

Phoebe Driscol married Frank Creighton. Their chil­
dren were:-James, John, Catherine, Martha, Edward and 
Mary. 

Julia Driscol married Wm. Taylor. Their children were: 
-Belle, Ida, Francis, John, William, Samuel and Catherine. 
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""William Taylor married Jennie Smith,and had one child. 
Ida Taylor married J. Arthur, and had two children. 
John Taylor married Catherine Wiser, and had six 

children. 
Catherine Taylor married Sherman Bragg, and had one 

child. 
Josiah Driscol married Mary Powell, and they had £our 

children:-Ida, Elvira, Nellie and Ollie. 
Rachel Kelly Kirkpatrick Driscol, died September 5, 

1849. She had nine children, thirty-three grandchildren and 
sixty-five great-grandchildren. 

Phoebe and Frank Creighton settled in Omaha, Nebraska. 
John Driscol, the second husband of Rachel Kelly, Sr., 

was born in Ireland, and, as his parents had means, they edu­
cated him for a Catholic priest. Not caring to enter the 
priesthood, he ran away from home, and when an opportunity 
afforded itself, he crossed the waters and landed on the Ameri­
can shore, renounced his Catholic faith and embraced Protes­
tantism, to which he ever nfterward adhered. He died 
November 20, 1838. 

This sketch of John Driscol I obtained of his daughter, 
Julia Taylor. 



Joseph Kelly. 
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.J<>~EPII KELLY 

The tir,-;t Stllt of ,Ja111t>s and Catherille Kelly. was burn Dec·e111-

lwr :?:J. l"j~.->. in .\Ion, >ng·al in ( '"nnty. Yirginia. uo"· \Yest 

\·irginin. At tl1P c1ge "f 11ine ye;-irs his parents went to Flem­

illg ( 'tl\lllty. Ke11tn('k,L near Fle111i1t_! . .('slmrg. There he assistell 

liis father in farmi11g trntil llPar the ,•lose <>f his minority. 

1dtP11 !tP [p11n1Pd thP tradP <>f n <'tH>Jwr. a11<l also that uf fl 1·tu­

J>eJtter a11d ,-;tairhnilder. ,.\t t lit' /1_!£,, <>f twenty-three. iu 1-;0'.--. 
ht-< 1w1rriP<l .\fary Detr111\·. l'p t" this time a l'f!Ztll' had not 
l,pe11 1>11 his fa('e, hut his attp11dn11t,-; said that it m,nld nut do 

t<> 11111rry :it the aµy 11f twP1tty-tlu·ep _\·Pars. and ,;ny tl1c1t ht> 
had up1·pr ,;l1a1p1l. :-;" ht> shan,,l. 

He enliste,l fur <>Ill' year i11 t]1p war of 1:-:1:?: took au 

adi1·p part llll thP ( 'a11adiau ,d1tln!. arnl was iu sen'ral lmttle;;. 

HP was J)]'P,-;P11t at thP sttll'lllillg· of Fort :-itPplte11so1t liy tlw 

British. TherP was l)JIP ,·auw,u iu the fort. The <'<Jllllllft1Hler 

is,-;ue1l ,,nlers thnt IL<> <>llP 1yns t" tire a gun until hP 1°,rnhl ;.;ee 

the whites nf ths> ,111e111,v·s t'_\·es. This onls>r ,·au,-;t>ll llt> small 

:-tir i11 tits> f"rt. for thP_1· thon_ght they lrnd lweJL .. ,.;olil." as 

C'o111m,,dorP Hull ha,l .. sol,[ .. hi:,; lllPII n sh"rt time before. 

But tlw_\' said: .. \Ye 11·ill tight it out "urseh-es." The British 

a,lnrn,,ed. the <'"1111umuler 1rndJ1g his swonl. c-alling to hi;; 

111Pt1 tu shuw the111 uu quarter. Theu he gm·t' orders to tin•. 

aml the British were n11i\n-'d ilO\nt tu ;;ueh an extent that. in 

a ft>w miuuteH. the 1·on111w1H ler vlaced ou his sword a white 

hawlkerchief aml sm-rt•n<lere(l. he himself being wounded. 

In the Fall of 1~1:2 . .\Ir. Kelly was standing in a hazel 

thicket. when Colonel Richard .:\L ,Johuson, riding flt the head 

of his regiment. c-ame to a halt. ~eeiug Kelly. ht> called out: 
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·· KPlly. are yon nut afrni<l tlw Imliau,-. \\·ill µ:Pt yun: ·· Kell.\' 
anRwerPtl. ·· ~ot mu<'h... At this tinw ,Jo]111:c;o11 touk a pie<'P 
of meat out of his hawrsaC'k. peeled otf tlw rind awl fat. aml 
tlfrew it down. Kelly watched it n11til the lllf'H rodf' hy awl 

tlwn pfrked it up. mu! ate it with a relish. 
"\Yhile ,Joseph Kelly was at the fruut. hi,-. wife nlHl threP 

<·hil<lreu moved from their home in KPnhwky tu the home uf 
her father-in-law. ,fames Kelly. whu at this time liYed in 
Green County. iu the part now in Green Township. Clark 
County. Ohio. By tlw hreaking dowu uf the wagon, am! 
having to wait for revair;.;. she met a nem relatiYe. ,-;npposed 
tu lw dead. It wa;.; a juyous meeting. 

:\Ir. Kelly was a great ltwer of a µ:uud ltur,-.p. and un !wing 
mustPred out of serviet'. he purdrn;;p(\ a tine animal aml rode 
it home. On being in Springfield (>Ile day. the owner of tht> 
hl1wk t>ast of Lirnest01w aml uurth of )Iain :street,-;. offered 
him the half of the bloek for his horse. ~Ir. Kelly a1tswered: 
·· I would rnit giYe him for ~-our w1wlP t()wJl... HaYiug het>ll 
economieal. and a.cquire\l some m<mey. he t bought it best to 
buy a little home. :-io. in the Fall of mm. he hought of 
.John Se hooley fifty-seven aeres. 011 the nurt h line uf Greeu 
Township. four miles south of the town of Spri11gfiekl. a1Hl 
put up a. house. an<l iu December of the same year he move(! 
to his new home. He ha\l hard work to pay for it. as every­
thing was tra<le. all{l there was hut littlP ready cash. He 
"coopered;· and his wife did weaving. so that they might 
ha.-e a home in their old age. The last payment proved to 
be the hardest of all, as Schooley notified him if not paid on 
the day it was due. he would take the farm from him. But 
he found sale for a lot of barrels, and. to get them out iu 
time. he had to work late and early. and work several nights 
Rll night, and his wife also wove all night. stopping at mid­
night to get a dinner. The claim was met. with nothing left 
them but the fifty-seven acres. Though a cooper. he alRo was 
a stairhuilder, and found some of this kind of work to do in 



HI,-.TOllY OF THE KELLY 1''.DIILY. 

thi,-. fro11tier. fur wheu a hewed log or a brick house was built. 
it required a tlitferent way up stairs unlike that in the log 
<'ahi11. which was a ladder or a pair of steps that resembled 
the How-1'1-<lays cellar steps. 

In those days woollen 1nold-buanl plows were used. aud 
)fr. Kelly was nu exvert ill making them. lrnviug his own way 
of hnildiug them. The uwld-h<>anl lw <lre;.;sed out of a solid 
hl<wk of wood. 

Permit 111e to say S()!llethiug about the utensils used ou 
thP form at that time. Imagine the men goiug iuto a piece 
of newly <'lean•d laud. a111,mg stumps and deadened trees. 
with a plow all wood Pxr·ept the share. to break up the soil 
f()r thP first time: with a wooden-t()othed harrow to level it 
clown: thPtl. with a wuod(-'!l h,ie to <'()\"Pr the c·un1 and keep 
d()\\·11 tlw wPe<b. :--;<>lllP spa,-.()ns it ,vas ll<J littlP trouhl\' to get 
the <'"l'll to grnw. as tlw squirn·ls \1·,mld <lig Hll(l pull it up to 
.~Pt tlw grain of c•orn: henl'P. tlw fiplrl,-. hacl to hP watrhed 
durin~ thP !la_,·. I ha,·p hPard Aunt Polly. aH she was calh·d. 
t tlw wife of ,fo,-.PJJh Kelly). tell what Hhe would du tu frighteu 
away thosp trouhleso1ue ·· pet,.;.'· ns tlwy are called iu thes,. 
latPr day,-;, A lwrse-fi<ldlP wa;-; macle by taking a romHl piecp 
of woocl awl cutting Jl()tches <Jll the eclge of it. Then it was 
fastene<l un a hruad hoanl. so that tl1e wlwp] eoukl turn around. 
tlwn placing a stiff hickory spring on the boanl in such a 
111n1111Pr that one eud renl'hPtl the w>tchecl wheel. Then. with 
a <'!"Hilk. the "·hpe[ was turned. which caused a rattling and 
l'latterin).! noi,w. .\,-; the ('Um fip]d was near the rahin. she 
would take up the foldle. arnl with a tlead and dry tree for a 
re,-;tiug pince fur the ·· mnsiral ·· instrument. :-he turned the 
<·rank an<l the squirrelc; scattererl for the time being. Many 
trip,, had to he made iu a day . 

• Joseph Kelly was also a lwwer, and there are stamling 
hams today. the logs uf which he hewed sixty-five years ago. 

He and his wife made a trip back to Kentucky in Derem­
her. mu. arriving at his father-in-la·w's~John Detruw-the 
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day before Christma,- in a terrible snow storm. ill which they 
ha<l ridden all day on lwrst>hac-k. They renrni11ed about six 
weeks. :Mrs. Kelly bade her parents adieu fur the last time. 
c-ame bac-k to Ohio. and in a few years lost tract> of her 
father·s family. 

,Joseph Kelly dietl Se1)tern her :2. l~J~l. Hi,- "·if P. :\Iar~­
Kelly. died }farc-h 1. lt'IHO. 

,Toseph Kelly hacl eleYen childreu: t>ighty-sen'll grnud­
c-hildreu: two hundred and eighty-three great-grall(l('hildreu: 
one hundred and seYenty-011e µ:reat-;.i-reat-gTalltlchildreu. am[ 
two great-great-great-grarnkhiltlre11. 

There were horn to .Joseph all([ .\Lary Kelly. ele,·t'll t·hil­

llren :-.\Iahala. ,Jacuh. Lnnmea. CatherinP. Xm1t·y. \\'i[liani 
C .. ::\Iary. Thomas. ,Ta111es. SaimH .. l a11d Eliza JanP . 

.\fahala KPlly wns 1Hlrn XoYemhPr 1:-;. 1:-;u:-;. ill Flt>rning­
Couuty. Kentucky. near F!emi11gslmr_g. In 181:! ,-;he t·a1nP. 

with her mother. to U-nc>en County. HP/11' Spri11g·tit>ld. Tn liPr 

yuuug sclwol days shP 1·1une llPar linYing· mi P111·1>1111h;r ,Yitli 11 

blaek hear i11 what i,; n"w HopPwPll distrid. (-hpe11 T1)WJ1-

ship. As she wrn-; pa,-;si11g though a piPcP of til!lher. she 
looketl alwa<l. nml at a ,;lwrt (li,-;ta1H'P from lwr. ,-;a,,· 11 hPar 
f'omiug clown tllP path. From ,;ome mtkWJWll t·an,;p proba­
bly from fright-slrn (lropped her dimter basket, awl the 
bear attacked it at ouce. Hew·P. lier escapP "·a,; 11rnde easy. hut 
before slw Poul(l gPt to the llt'ighhors. tlw bPar wn,-; go11e. _\s 
there was ll() snow. hi,-; trail t'<mhl not lw follmYPd rw(·,untely. 
hut the dinner basket was relien·d of its crn1te11ts. ~he lun·d 
to sweep. in lwr yuuug (lay,;. rtll(l when tlw weather would 
permit, she would sweep tht' path from the house to the shop. 
a tlistanee of twenty rods. nncl thence neros,; the pu bli<· road. 
with a hfrkory hroom. During the time her father was en­
deavoring to make the payment on his farm. she workPd for 
Hon. Charles Anthony. a leading lawyer. iu Springfield. for 
one dollar per week. 

}fahala Kelly was married to John Sparrow . .\larC'h ~2. 
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11':ti. hy Thomas }Iill. J. P .. of G-reen Township. After the 
ma1Tiagt:> ceremony was over. it heing in the daytime, the ne-w 
f•tmple repaired to the cooper shop and c-ommenced dancing. 
in whi<'h Thomas :\fills took a part. They lived for a number 
of yeari:; in Clark County. awl on the ,John :Marquart farm for 
twenty-two years. 

The following incideut. told about }Irs. Sparrow. is true. 
as it was related to me by au eye witness-her own daughter: 
Dirt:>C'tly after the Little :\Iiami Railroad had been built, and 
the old fiat rail was used. }Iahala and some other women 
walked to t11wn on the railroad. They hear<l the train c-om­
ing. and ,-;he ,-tarted awl ran for the 1·rossiug. not thinking of 
,-;tepping a,-ide arnl letting it pn:c;s. hut kPpt on running and 
got to thP rrossing in time to let thP train go by, and when 
tlw rp,-;f of the varty came up. she exdaimecl: ·· I tell you. I 
wa,-; ,-;kePred ... 

:-;ht:> hml tw11 ,-;011,-; all(l t\1·<1 ,-;o]l,-;.in-law in the CiYil "\Yar. 
[ ~PP \\'ar Ree()rd.] 

:-; hP \rn,-; the tir,-;t of the Ke llys who lived with her hus­
ha11d to t·,·lt:>brate hn golden wedding. which oe<·m-red :March 
:2:2. 1:-li"'i. <.Juite a number of near relatin•s and old acquaint­
ant·es werP present. and mm1y gifts he:c;towed. She had always 
kt>pt np t lw old style of wearing a cap. and on this occasion a 
friPnd made her a llrPSPnt of a ruffled cap. Her husband 
<'"111ing in an<l ,-;peiug it. remarkPrl. ··"\Yell.Hale. I see yon 
lrnn' <111 a new cap: somethiug like the new rmp that you had 
<•11 when I marriell you. fifty yearR ago ... 

To her were horn nine children:---Absalom. who married 
Arlaline CoupR: John B .. who married Ann ,Johnson: Joseph, 
who married :\Iary Hathway: Charlotte. who married James 
Finle.v: Charlotte's second husband was Thomas Burny; 
:\Inr_v ,Jane married ·William Dellinger: Sarah married Avery 
Griffith: Elias married :Margaret Bury: Richard married La­
vina Wike: William married Sarah E. McCloskey. 

,John B. settled in Clark County, Ohio: Mary Jane Del-
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linger. in Darke County. and the rest i11 Cheen County. uenr 
Clifton, Ohio. 

::\fahala·s children. grnndchildreB and great-grandchildre11 
were:-Ahsalom·s two f'hiklren: ,John B.·s twelYe childrt>11. 
t'ighh,en grall(khildren and two great-gramkhildren: Char­
lotte's ten children and five grandchildren: ,Joseph",; eight 
f'hildren and eleven gnm<lchil<lren: ::\Iary ,Jane·s six \'hildren 
and fourteen grand<:hildren: ~nrah·s two ehildre11 and two 
grandchildren: Elias· seven children and nine grnu<lchil<lrell: 
Ri<:hard's five ehildren and five grandchildren: "\Villinm's 
four <:hildren. 

:Mahala Kelly Sparrow died ::\fareh :n. lt-{t{'j_ ill her ,-;pn•u­
ty-ninth year of her age. 

,Jacoh Kelly. the first son of ,fo,wph aiHl ::\Iary Kelly. w,1,; 

born December -~. lHO~. in Fleming County. Kentu<·k~-- near 
Flemingsburg, and c-ame with his parents to what i,- ll<I\\. 
Clark County, Ohio. in ltll:2. He was marrietl to Filirnlia 
Farewell. April ,. 18H5. by Adam Sellers. They ,;ett led in 
Clark County, Ohio. 

He being the oldest su11, it fell t() his lut to a,;sist his 
father in his cooper shop. awl when to<J small t() reaf'h the 
top of the barrel to ·· erows ·· it--that is. to ruu a·· erowsiug 
plane·· arouml on the eml of the harrel. tu cut a groove to 
hold the lwad in -he would lw foreecl to :-tand 011 a block. I 
rememher hearing him say. that wlwn he used tu reap wlwat 
with the sickle. the hands \Wl'e paid uff with a bu,,hel uf 
wheat a day at threshing time. The· wheat wa8 worth thirty­
seven aud one-half cents per buslwl. '\Yheu he and his sister . 
.Mahala. were young-yet in their childhood-- they would 
walk four miles to Springfield with eggs and butter. to gl:'t a 
few grof'eries. The pric-e of eggs was three eeuts per dozen. 
and of butter five cents per pound. He. being somewhat 
bashful. would not go into the store. but stay out in a thif'ket 
of brush near by. until Mahala had done the '' trading.'' 

He often told how people worked the roads in his yom1_g 
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dRys, by going along and filling up tht' mud holes hy dig-ging 
np the dirt at the roadside and filling the holes. At one time. 
when the n;ad superviRor had warned the men in his distrif't 
t" appear oil a t·ertaia day. and they hatl appeared and eum­

menf'ed work. it ht>gan raining. and they wanted tu cume 
next clay. hut the Rnpervisor Raitl. ·· Xo: we'll work today ... 
. -\.hont nine o'clock the rain poured down. and the supervisor 
wanted them to c1uit. hut the men said. '· Xo: we will work 
the roads:· and then pruc-eedecl to go over the roacls. ·when 
they found a cukert stopped up. they would tear it up and 
leaYe it. ,-;o that the water c-oul<l pass through. This they kept 
up all clay. The next clay the superYisor repaired the f'U!Yerts. 
They were macle h~· laying down two logs just wide enough 
apart to la.v a thinl on top, without falling through. 

Thert' \\'ere hunt to ,Jacob Kelly and wife ten C'l1ildren:­
LnnwPa. ~arah ,T.. ,fame;:;, :Satha11. Ah-;alom. Eliza Ann. 
Ht>11ry .. To,wph. ~annwl and Catht>rine. 

Luranea niarriecl ,Jerry (+riffith. Four chihlren: tiw 
grn1Hkhildren. 

Sarah ,Jane marriecl Jac-ob Grinnell. 
,Jame, marrit>cl_ Elizabeth Yarvel. -Thrt>e c-hildrt>ll: st>,·en 

granclchiltlren. 
Henry married '~ * * .-Two c-hildrt>u. 
,Joseph married }Iargaret Eclge. of Champaign C"unty. 

Ohio. Tw" c-hildren. 
!':lamut'l marriecl }fartha Cultic-e.-Six c-hildren. 
Catherine marrie:l ,Tame.~ Grinnell. --Eleven e hihlren: 

one grarnkhild. 
Luranea. ,Jost:>ph and Samuel settled in Spriug-fiehl: 

Sarah. J. ,Tames and Catherine settlecl in Clifton. Ohio. The 
others died in c-hildhootl. 

,Jacob Kelly died in the year 18H2. at the age of seveuty­
;:;ix years. 

Filindia Kelly died in the year Hl\:10. 
:Sanc-y Kelly was horn ~ovember rn. 1812. m Clark 
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~he was the fourth daughtt>r uf ,Ju,,eph and 
She was married tu ,James Jolmsuu, )larf'h t-1. 

rnB~. hy A<lam t\ellers. They moYetl tu ,Jay County. Iudiaua. 
iu the year of lt-1-1~. 

,James ,Johuson. leadng his family iu Ohio. went out and 
denred off a piert> of ground large enough to lmil<l a <'ahiu 01t. 

hut heiug sumt>what dela:,ed, did not haYe it in readiness for 
the family when they nrriYetl. so the first few meal:,; were 
c-oukt><l unt-uf-doors. A tirt" was llHHie in a hollo11· ,;tump. arnl 
the vot wns placed on it. to huil the potatue:-. The ref--t of the 
meak a]l(l tlw next montiug°f-- breakfast. \\·t>re pn·pare!l on 

another tire. The;· slevt in the ('()\·ere(l wagon ,mt" more 

night. The 1wxt <ht~· the r<lof was tiaishetl. antl tlwy 1110Yell 
into their <·ahiu home. F .. r hellsteml,; the.r put forks in the> 
tioor. ou whic-h they laid p,,les that renche<l t<> tltt' si<le of tht' 
l 0abi11. awl theu lai(l .-mwller pules across th,0 se. <>ll which they 
laid their hellding. For l:tmr ,weks they lay t>ll tht':-P rU<le 
1wdstea<ls. as the father had llt'eu tlela.',,0 ll in ,U:PttiHg tlwrP 
with tlw furuitnre, That \YiutPr ait(l the earl.1· Spriuµ: wen! 
spent iu deariug u1, grournl for planting <'lll'lt. \Yhieh is 
the main <·rop in a newl~·-settled country. Here they liYed 
for eighteen yearf-- and sa,,· the emrntry im1n·,l,·e. Iu lt,1°)() 

they sold out tlwir farm. aml in AngnBt thP;· reached LPtts. 
Louisa County. Iowa. bought a piece of land. !milt a honf--e 011 

it. mHl m,n-ed in. But Xam·y was not penuitted to enjoy her 
home in a uew C'<mntry lung. as ,;he ,va,; taken siC'k. and oll 

the \!th tlny of Odoher. 1::,;1iU. passed away. at thP age of forty­
seveu yPars and eleYen mouths. To her were horn thirteen 
children :-Franees ,Taue. died ill iufa1wy: \Yilliam :Moore. 
Eli C .. Lemuel C .. ,Joseph A .. Elizabeth A .. Philip Mariun. 
,John Z .. · George \Y .. ,James l\L Mary E .. Aquila D. aud 
Ahsalom L. 

She had two sons in the Civil War-Eli C. aud Philip 
Marion. [ St>e \Yar Rt'f'ord. J 

"Tilliam M. ,Johnson married Louisa Toland. in Clark 
County.-Four children: ten grandchildreu. 
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Eli C. ,Jolmsuu marriell Sarah Boolman.-Four children: 
tive grand<'hilclren. They settled in Clark County, Ohio. 

Lemuel C. Johnson married Cal. M<'Croskey.-One child. 
ThP WPHt to California, and all tnwe of them has been lost. 

Elizabeth A. ,Tolmson married Isaac Harrison.-Eight 
<>hildreu all(l fourtPell gra11dchil<lren. 

<+eorge \Y. ,Johnson married Ellen Hafly.-Six children. 
,fames M. ,Johnso!l married lVfattie Moore.-Two C'hil­

dn ... 11. 

}Iary E .. Tolm,-,011 marriecl Lon Bruckway.-Two chil­
drP1t. 

.\.qnila D. ,TClllll,-,011 1111uTiell .:\Iaggie Chatma11. ~ Five 
<'ltil1lren. 

Ahsal11m L. ,Toh11s"11 marrit>d FrePlove ,Jacobs. - Two 
,·hildrt-'ll. 

Tltt> la,;t 1iame1l per,;011 ,;ettlPd llt ... ar Lett::; Pm.;toffi<'P. 
L"ui,;a C'<1n11ty. Iowa. 

Xa1l<"y Kell,\· .Toh11,;,m had thirteen C'hil1lre11. thirt:·-funr 
_!.!rnnd<'hilclrt'tt nud tweuty-niue great-grandchildren. 

LnranPa Kell:·· the fumth daughter "f ,Joseph and }Iary 
Kt•lly. wa,; limn }larch ~~- lt•ll,>. in Clark County, Ohio. and 
wa,; 111arrie1l tu Daniel Teach. XoYemher 7. 1836. hy Adam 
~Pllt'rl-'. Sht->. with her husband. lived the most of their days 
ill her uati,·e cuuuty. ex<'ept a few years that they lived in 
(iTPt'll C'ou11ty. Ohio. 

~he ,rns the third uuP uf her fat her·s family to live to cele­
bratP her ,t.;olden wPclding. at her home near Eagle City. Novem­
ber~•- lStl~. Of the many relatives present was her brother. 
W. C. Kelly. who was present the day that she was married, he 
being the only brother now living. She lived a c-ontented 
life. ·· let <'<Hlle what would:' and never was known to murmur 
if ach·ersity came, and was even joyous in affliction. She 
died April H, 1896. at the age of eighty-one years. Her hus­
band died :N" ovember 28. 189n. To her were born seven chil­
dren: - :\Luy. Catherine, Ann. John. Peter. Harriet and 
\Villiam. 
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}Iary married \Villiam Griffith. hut she (lied so"ll rrfter 
lllarriage. 

Ann married James Pier0e.-Five rhildren: two ,11:ra1ul-
0hilclren. 

,John married }fary Forheck.-EleYen rhildre11: fum 
gramkhildren. 

Harriet married Peter Hammaker.-Two children. 
\Yilliam married Lurena * * * .-FiYe <'hilclren. 
Peter remained single . 
.All settled near Hpringfield. Ohio. 

Ll'RAXEA'S FAST RWE. 

Lnrnnea. in her young days. worked for C-ha!l( luwt her 
Kelly. She saddled .. Flinmap ... OlH' of her grandmothn',, 
horses. and rode home. a mile or mure away. Hhe mounted 
.. Flimnap .. to return to her work. He. being hard 1,11 tlw 
hit. she 0ouhl not 0ontrol him. su he ran nway with her for 
the <listanre of a mile. and she said it was the liYeliest ride 
she ever had. and it was through the woods. at that. 

Catherin<' Kelly. the thinl daughter uf ,foseph and :\Iary 
Kelly. was horn April -1. HUI. in Fleming County. KPntuck~·­
near Flemingsburg, and <'a!lle to Gret'n County. ( )hio. with 
her parents. in 1812. She was married to Ri0harrl Sparrow. 
February 2!-l. 182::l. by Thomas }fills. ,J. P. They liwd for 
thirty-five yearn in Clark County. Ohio. Iu tlw Fall of lHliH. 
they moved to Ligonier. India1ia. Slw had four sous iu the 
Civil '\Var: - ,Jacob. David. Emery and ,John. [ See War 
Record.] She was the second of Joseph Kelly ·s d1ildren tl) 

live to celebrate their golden wedding, whfrh they did at their 
home. Her husband died soon after. She died .J auuary lt.:. 
18!:H, in the eightieth year of her age. There ,wre horn to 
her fourteen <'hil<lren:-Elishn. ,Ta0oh. ,Jahy. ( who died in early 
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d1il<lhood,) Emery. David. Susana. Mary Ann, \Yilliam. 
Sarah. ,John, Louisa. George, Henry and Richard. 

Elisha served three years in the 17th Ohio Battery. and 
was at the siege of :Mohile. 

Elisha and Emery Sparrow settled in Springfield. Ohio. 
The rest of the family settled near Ligonier. Noble County. 
Indiana. 

Thirteen of these c hil<lren liv-ed to be of marriageable age. 
,Tac-ob Sparrow was in the Civil War. and at the battle of 

Fort Fisher. had both legs shot off at the thighs. and his right 
arm at the shoulder. His wounds were clresst>d. but he died 
soon after. He left a wife and three children. and twenty 
grandchihlren. He married Eliza Lafferty. 

Elisha Sparrow married ,Tulia Hoak.-Five children: 
,:;t:>vt:>n grand<"hildren. They settled in Springfield. ( )hio. 

Emery married Sarah Patten.--One child. 
David married Angeline }lackmanma. 
Susan marrie(l ,James Patten.-Four chihlren: six grancl­

dlildreu. 
1Iary A. married ,Joseph Roe.-Four children. 
\Villiam married Ada :\-Iahorter.-Seven children: hrn 

gran<khildren. 
Sarah married ,Tames )lackey. 
,John married :Mary Hathaway.-Four children: four 

grandchildren. 
Louisa married George Hefner.-Seven children: two 

grandc hilclren. 
· George marrit>d }fary Stark.- ~ine children: two grand­

children. 
Henry married Emma Slabough.--Four children: one 

graudc hild. 
Richard married Elizabeth Priest.-Oue child. 
,Tames Kelly. Jr .. the second son of ,Joseph Kelly. was 

horn in Green County, in what is now a portion of Clark 
County. Ohio. O<:toher 20. 1816. He married Pheobe Banum. 
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After his marriage he live(l 011 his fat lier's farm until Sep­
tembt>r. l~,rn. when he (lied with the <:holera. He had three 
daughters:--Sarnh ,Tant>. Raebel and Mary. 

Sarah ,Jam, marrie(l ,Tolm Ropp. and settled in Shawuet> 
County. Kan:-ias. Sht> hml tPn l'hildrt>ll. funr now living in 
RosPvillP. ~hnwlll't' County. Kmu-;n,-;. 

Rachel madt> ht>r ho1111· with Peter Printz. and when 
about fiftt>eu years of age. was feeding sorghum into an old­
time avple C'rusher. wlwn her left haucl slivped iu between tht> 
revolving C'rusht>rR. and was so badly mashed that it hacl to 
he taken off. leaving hut the tlrnmh anrl half of tht> palm of 

the han(l. Aftt>r it got well. slw C'oultl and did du all kinds uf 
houst' work. Aftpr lwr marriage to Chnrlef' Patten. f'he. with 

her husband. settled i11 Shawnee Cmmty. Kansa,-;. To ht'r 
were horn four :-on,-; arnl one (laughter. Her lrnshand die(l 
and left her a hoiut>. 

\Yilliarn C'. Kelly. the fourth sq11 <>f ,fo,-,ep!t Kt>ll.L was 
lioru ,Jauuary ~t-:. lt-:~O. atl(l was marrit>rl t<> .:VIararnla C. Dud­
ley. Fehnuu)- ~I. 18-13. hy Levi P. :Miller. HP m,siste(l his 
pan•nts tu .. u1ie11 up .. tht>ir littlP fanu. whir·h was a llense 
forest. until he reaC'hed the age of eightee11 yt>ars. He the11 
w0.nt to learn the hlaC'ksrnith's trade with ,TnmeR Dudley. who 
carried un the trade on the ohl Clifton Ruad. three and orn•­
half miles south of Springfield. He serwd thrn• years as an 
appreuti<:e and 011e year as a jonrneymau, a!ld then went into 
lmsi11ess fur himself in tlw village of Beatty. In the year of 
1~4~ he moved into a shop thnt stood on the ,facoh Kershner 
farm-~uow the Gwyn farm. In thrn;e days the blac-ksmithR 
used chareoal Oil their forges. This charcoal was burnt in 
what they C'allecl coal-pits. These pits. as ealled. were built 011 

the top of the ground by setting cordwood up on end until it 
it was as wide as wanted, and then wood set on top of this. 
and this was kept up until it would hec-orne a cone shape. This 
they would c-oYer oYer with dirt, exeept on top. A chimney 
was left in tlw center from top to bottom. They would start 
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their fire in the bottom uf this chimney. and keev it going 
until the chimuey he<"ame full of live coals. Then they would 
shut it up and <"over it with earth. and wat<"h it day and night 
to keep from burning through the dirt. It took ten days to 
hurn one of these pits. He would work in the shop during 
the day and take turns with a helper during the night. watch­
ing the pit. In the cleared fields it can be seen where the 
pits were burned. sixty years agu. In 1843 he married and 
Ii ved in a log house .i ust east of the Yell ow Springs Pike. near 
where the Little }Iiami Railroad crosses the Yellow Springs 
Pike. at Emery ~tation. His health failing so that he could 
not follow hi,; trade any longer. he movell into a log house 
whi<"h ,;tood <1lt hi,-; fat her·s farm. in 1844. Tlwn. his health 
having improved. iu 1841\ he moved to the Dmlle>· farm. and 
went to work in the ,;Jiop when:> he had learnt>d his tra1lt>. In 
18,)~ he bought a piece uf larnl uear t ht> shop. and built what 
has always heen <·ailed·· th<:' Little Brick on the Hill.·· Previous 
t() this he ()wned land in ,Ta:v CouHt~·- Indiana. He belonged 
tu the Yolunteer }Iilitia. aml ,;e1Ted ,;even years under Cap­
tain Perry ~tewart. The uniform was Kentucky gray. trim­
med in rerl fring-e. with a nid ,;ash. and they were called 
·· Bu<"keye B()ys... During his sen·i<"e in the Yuluuteer 1Iili­
tia. he was at one time getting ready to go to ·· mu,;ter." when 
he found hi,-; gun wa:-; loa<lPd. anrl. in endean>riug to dischargP 
it. found that it ,ycml1l not g-o ()tf. ~o he went to the shop, 
·· nuhn•P<'hl'd .. it. all(l taking- n JH1ll<'h nml hamlllt:'l'. prn<:>Pt>dt:'d 
to driYt:' it out. Thl' first him,· hl' stru<:> k r-ause1l it to go off, 
hlowiug tht> punch out of his hand mul tht> powder iuto his 
facP, burning- it sonwwlrnt. HP tohl how out>. ,Tamt>S Stewart, 
woulcl hold a had horst> to l-w shocl. If tlw horst> hP<:>ame un­
ruly. he would tab• thP PlHl of its i•ar hetwt>en his tt:'Pth and 
hold it until the smith could gd thP shoe ou. 

Iu 1840. when \Yilliam H. Harrison rau for tlw prPsi­
ch-'n<:>y, on tlw YVhig tickPt, he rode to Dayton, Ohio, on a hig 
wagon, with a log <"ahin and a harrf'l of hard cider on it. 
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Tlwugh horn awl rnist•d a Dt>mo<·rnt. lw !ms always voh•d tlH· 
Rt>puhlican tick\'t. 

\Yt> will lwn' nwution somt>thiug nhout hi:-; shoo! <lays. 
It it is to lw l"t>lllt'llllwn•ll that ··footw\•ar·· was not so 

PHsily gottt>11 in thosP days. ns \'VPrythiug was maclt• to lllPHR­
lUt'Illt'Ht. aucl if 1wrsmts \H-'l"\' Rlow iu gt>ttiug tlwir mt>nsnrPs 
takt>u for sho\'8 it wonltl ht• latt> in t ht> Fall or t·arly \Yi11tt•r 
ht>forP tlwy rt>et>in•ll tlwir sh<ws. Out> Fall it was latP lwfurP 
tlwy obtaint>ll tlwir shm•s. So thf-'y had to go to school 011 

frosty rnoruiugs bart>foott>ll. arnl had about thn,P milt>s to go. 
mostly throu.d1 tlw woods. all(l coming to 01w11 plaeps wlwrt> 
tlH' smt shunt> iu. H8 tlwir fppt WPI"P colcl. tlu,y would liP down 
arnl hohl thPm up townrcls thP su11. untm•p's tin·. 

In IS;"'),) .Mr. KPily soltl tltt· littlt• hri{'k nwl h<,ught of his 
hrotlwrs awl sistpr:-; tlw olcl homt,sh•ml. His motlwr was still 
living fl]l(l as lw n10vt,d on tlw farm sh,, liwll with him until 
lwr llPath. lu moviug hack to tlH• old h<>lllPStP,Hl ht> !llon•d 
within a fpw fppt of whPn' h,· wns horn. In l~\iS ht· wns still 
living nt tlw agP of 1k ypars. arnl wlwn ht• walks out on tlw 
grournls it is tlw plaeP wht>rt' lw tirst took his playful sfrps. 

Ou 1110Yiug ou tlw farm ht> soou giYP Ull tlw hlaC"ksmith­
ing trade and g,ffP his timP to working thF farm. arnl study­
ing thP llPt>ds of tlw clifft>rPnt soils. Ht> was out of tht> statt· 
thrPP tinws-going to ,Jay County. Indiana. twif'P 011 horsP­
hnl'k ancl onet> iu thP C'ars. HP lrnR lwt>H n 11\Prnlwr of thP 
)frthodist Episeopal Church for nparly sixty yt>al'R. hol<liug 
nnious officps in tlw churrh. To him and wifP Wt>rP horn tt•n 
d1ildrPn:-Richard T .. Mary Elizabt,th. LaYina. Hanrnntha. 
who cliecl in ehiltlhood: Lueptfa ,Tarn,. who clit•cl at tht> agP of 
twPnty-thrPP years: Amanda. who clit>cl in lwr youth: Frmwis 
A .. Georgie' \V., 1fartha A., ,fames Edwiu. 

Riehard T. marrinl Mary J. Smith.-Eight d1iklrrn. 
Lavina marrit>d ,James B. Tolautl.-Seven children. 
Franeis married Ruth VanBilwr. of Km1saR.-Two chil-

drt>n. 
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lTPUI").("P marrit•tl Florn1tinP B1•nso11.-Four ehildre11. 
.:\-fartha A. marriPcl vVilliam Baldwin.-Two childrP11. 

ilii 

HP had. i11 aclclitiou to his tPn <'hilclrPn. twPnty-thrPP 
_(!'ra11clC'hilclre11. 

Richard T. Kelly SPtth·cl iu Clark County, near Spring­
tit>ld. Ohio. Ht> had been following the trade of blacksmith, 
ill n hamlet C'allt>d GrePnopolis. on thP Clifton Pike. four miles 
:-onth of Springfield. He has adPd as a local correspondent 
of tht> old Rep11h1 ic 11ew ;vaper. now called the Republic­
Time8. for more than twP:tty years. Of the Pight children 
spn•n are living. 

Lnviua Kelly Toland :-PttlPtl i11 ,JPwell County. Kansas 
[\ ,i-tofli<·P. Xorth Brauch. 

Francis A. Kt>Uy st>ttlt·<l iu LyoH:- County. Kansas. AUen·s 
P, ,stofii,·t•. 

0-PorgP Kdl.v :-t'ttlPcl iu Champaign County. Ohio. 
:\Inrtha Kdly Bahlwi11 st'ttlt•cl i1t Clark County. Ohiu. 

:-;, ,nth Charlt•st< ,11 PostofficP. 
,JamPs E. Kt>lly st'ltlecl near Springtit•lcl. Ohio. 
( ht FPhruary ~'- U,:!,);3_ ·wm. C. K,·lly aucl wife cdehratPcl 

tht•ir l,!oldPu wPdcling. this hPiug tlw fourth <mP of thP <'hil­
dn•u of ,Joseph Kelly. 

Eliza ,Tant> was tht> sixth claughtn of ,JosPph Kelly, arnl 
waf.\ horn in Clark County. Ohio. July 22.18:27. She was mar­
rit•Ll to Peter Knott .:\-LtrC'h 2,i. 18!1). hy Reulwu :MillPr. ,J. P. 
~0011 after tl1Pir marriagP tlwy movP(l to Iowa. In tlw y Par 
18,'>:2 :\Irs. Knott mach• a visit to Ohio to SPP her mothPr. 
To ht>r it was a sad visit. for in a fpw days hPr children took 
tlw d1olPra flll(l two of thPm cliecl aucl werP huried in thP 
Printz ,grawyarcl. now known as tlw ··Chris Martin £arm.'" 
lern-iug lwr to rPturu to her honw with one child. ShP was 
thP rnotht'r of twPlvP rhildrPn, ( six of whom are now living). 
nncl hn,nty-four gramlehildren, Mrs. Knott died in 1863. 
HPr oldest sou, Benjamin, is sPttlPd uear Letts Postoffirt•, 
Louisa County. Iowa. 
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Her hnsharnl mnrri\'ll ngniu nrnl tlwrP 11·1·n· lil)rn to hi11t 

by tlw second wift· eleYPll l'hildn°1t. making· him tlw fntlwr ,>f 
hwuty-threP C'hildreu. 

Sannwl Kdly. ,Tr .. th\' yonnw•st soil l)f ,Josqih Kdly. was 

horn iu Clark County. Ohiu. August :r It,~.). H\0 wns 1nnrri,•d 

to )Inry Ritchil'. Sl•pt,•mlll'r 11. lt-\Jli. hy Orrin Stims,>11. H1•. 

like his otlwr hrotlwr. lParued tlH· cooper trnth·. nt 1d1i1·h h1· 
workPd wlwu lw was wit "·Drkiug his father·;-; form. Bnt ou 

beC'omiug mnrriP<l lw follmYPtl forrniug for n liYPlih, >, •< l. H,· 
was of a roYiug dispositiou nud 1wuli• sPn•rnl trips 1n·st. Hi,-; 

first was to ,Tay C'omtty. I1ulinnn. nn1l lw th1·ri· n·nwill1·il ahont 

three years. tlu•1t n•turniug to Clnrk County. BP<·•>llli11.g 1lis­
satisfied lw again tll<>YPd-this ti1111·. t" Lig .. 11i<'r. ~l)h[i. 
County, Indiana. and thPrP lH· livhl ,-;,•n•ral :,·,·ar,;_ tli,·11 n·­

tnrnillg again to Ohio. n·maining lrnt twu .n·nr,.;, 11·lt"ll l1t· 
took a "TPln1ise·· of w,•;.;t,·ru fl'Y<'l'. A,.; It,, hnd ,l,>11,· ,di hi;-; 

tnn-,·lillg iu a <'O\"Pl'\•ll wngl)ll. lt1· <>llt't' 111on· J>J'\•]>,ll'l·d hi;-; 
IH\l.!;Oll and ill th,· fnll <>f lt-:li\l lw mul hi,.; wif,, a11d a falllily ,ii· 

<'ight l·hihln·n. awl ont• 1lHngltt1•r-i1i-lnw tnrn,·d tlt,·ir fn,·1•,; 
tuwnnl thP ;-;u1t,;\'t. n1t<l ou c01ni1t}.r t,> n halt. hl· f<>nlld tlint Ji,, 
was ill Snliut• Connty. ~Iis;.;onri. 

Tlw si1·kk lu11l gow• out of dntl' ,1,-; H lrnryp,;t\'l' n lH,nl th,, 

tinw 8m1rn1·l had n·n\·lw1l hi,; tl'l'!l;-;. ,-;o hl· took H likill,W: t11 

tlw grni11 <·nullP H!l(l at tlw ag,, of 1•ighl\•1•1l ~-,,,\1',-_ b 0 fran•<i 
c'Ollll)Ptiti011 from no om•. ,fohn Hink!P. Sr .. told ltow ··Sa111.·· 
1\·!1t·11 ht> wns n hoy. lli<l a big day·,-: work of 1·rndliug wli1•nt 
for him. Hi11klt0 lrn1l hirt>1l ··Sam·· to na1ll,· for hilll. nnd 
011P. ··Bin·· L1wkn'r1l. also. 111 thP 111on1i11g ··Sam·· c >n•rlH·anl 
Locknrd say: ·· I'll tnk,· hiK jfl<'kt·t hdon· dilllt<'r."' Oll 1·nter­
ing a fipld of t>lt'YPll aPrt>s. ··Sam·· waK put ··in th,· lt>ad."" ns it 
was C'allect: so lw cut <·lenr around tlw tiPld. L<H'knnl dosP 
ou ht'l1irnl him. Ahout 1tiue 1/clock ·· 8nm ·· said to Lo<'kfml: 
'·My jaekPtha;.; got wl't autl it will stn•kh: How get it."' Out 
LoC'karcl weut to th!:' shade in less thau two hours. _-\.t sn11-
clowu the PlPn•u acres WPrP stnwliug in sh1wk nwl LoC'kanl 
wa;-; still in tlw slrntl,,. 
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Samuel KPlly dil,cl ::\IarC'h 30, 18~3, at his home at Osceola. 

liissouri, at tlw age of sixty-eight years. His wife is still liY­

ing at this <late. H,~8. They had ten children. 

1:Villiam }I. was married twice. His first wife was Han­

nah Guclfr\-'y. By her ht> hacl nine daughters. His second 

wifo was Alice> E. Truc>stlalt'. By lwr lw had four sons. He 

hacl thirtPPll ehiltlren and fourtc>en gramlchiklren. 

,Taeuh H. married Isabel Fair.-One child. 

,fohu \Y. married ::\Iary Land.-Xine childrP11. 

.\tlrnli]l(la nuuTiecl Thomas Taylur.-~Xi1w children. 

~nrnh F. mnrri,,d ,John Lancl.-Two C'hildrPn. 

Eliw hf'th A. n•1Hai11,,cl single. 

,Ja111"s Ri<·lrnnl di<'tl at tlu· a_g1• uf thre1· y,,arf<. 

D:1\·id A. rnm-ri1•d Em111n Tnrn<'l'. ---TmJ cltiltln•11. 

:-iam1wl R. 111mTi,·d a la<ly \1·lH,s1• 1wm1• i,; not ,L!.'in•n .. 

Fi,·,, <·l1ildn·11. 

R,•h,,,•,•fi 111,1rri,·d H,·nry Hn\·•·r.---Fonr c·hildn•11. 

:-i,lllllwl K..tly lwd 1,•1; dtilcln·11. furty-fi,·,, _!..(rawlcltikln•11. 

,1ll1l f,,urt,·,·ll _!..(n·:i1-gTnwl1·hildn·1t. 

\\'illi:11:1 ,.;dtl,·d ll1·ar .\rgP11ti1w. Kansa,; . 

• T:t,·, ,h H. sdtl,·d nt O,;cpolu. ::\Iif<souri. 

:-inmn,·l. ,Jr .. f<Pttl,·d at OSC'Pola. ::\lissouri. 

R,•hpeea H"ury H,11·1·r sPttl1•cl llPfff Dm1rn:'-c11,;. St. Clair 

C<>ll I It~·. ::\Ii;-;:'-()llri. 

,Jc,]lll Kdly. Chm·1· S11rin!!·:--. )Iif<,.;"nri . 

.\[i:c~ Lizzi,· K,·lly. ~11. ,>2H 12th S1n•d. Km1,-;a,; City . 

.\li,-,-umi. 

Tlw, 1lil1•,-;t µ:n·at-gramlsott uf ,JmtH·s Kdl)·. Sr .. nmY li\·i11g. 

is ,J,il11t B. Spano\\-. HP was tlw 8l'f'01Hl sou of ..\-fah,~la KPlly 

~]Hll'l'IJ\Y, thP ,·ld1•st danµ:lttn of ,Joiwph Kelly. Sr. , H,, ,ms 

hlll'll ,July ;3_ lt:4:?!1. i11 Clark County, Ohio. ThP largPst portiu11 

.. f th,· tinw h<· ha:-; lin·d in (fn•e11 Townr-;hip. Iu ·18;:ii-i h,· 
11tuYt•(l to th,, ,John :Marquart farm. wlwn, he has liyed eYn 

,;i11ct>, and wlwn, all of his f'hil<lrt>u. ,·xc,,pt ouP. \H'l'l' born and 

l'!'HrPil to 111a11huod. 1Yhn1 yPt at hom,· with his lJfH't'Ut;.; h,· 
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alf-<) liwd 011 au adjoiuiug farm that lwluuged tu ,Tolttt }L.i·­
t1nart. Iu his young days tlwr,· wa,.; giYPll to him n ni<'k­
HHlll\' CJ£ '·,Johnny Gooden.'' whieh llH!llt- lrns follu,n•tl him tu 

tht· present day. Ht' was n loYPr of tll\0 n:s:t>. awl nbu uf good 

htlrRt'S. Wlwn quih• fl lad h\0 Rssistt•tl ,John }Ian1uart tu driY<· 

catth· to tlw plains, }fo<lisou County. Ohi(). This lt•tl him 1t1 

dPnl in eattlP. hogs and slwqi. 
For OY\'r forty _\'t'Hl'S ht' has I H'c'll a lll\'lll h1·r of t lll· }!Pt h, ,_ 

dist Episcopal Chureh-Emory Chn1wl. 
)lahala Kt·lly ti1mrrm,· was hut fonr }Pars uld ,Yh\·ll ll\'r 

parents lllOYPcl tu Clark Couty. Ohitl. hut sh\· rPmt•lllht•n•d tll<' 
jouru\:'y YPr_v w\:'11. Tlw llloRt iutPn•stiug t•\"\'llt \t> hl'r was th,· 
crossing of thP Ohio RiY,'l' in a t!ath,mt. :--h,· a111l h,·r Y"lllls?.'t•r 

brother. ,Jaeuh. µ:ntlH·l"l·<l iu tlwir nJJl'<J11,-; '!nit,· ,1 1111 11f lit1 [,. 
stones iu thP hutto111 of thv hoat. niul tl1,·11 11·,·111 111 tiw ,..j,:,. 

1>f the boat 1111d nmnsPd 1h,,111s1·h·,·s Ji_,. dr,q1pin:..:· 1l1<·1n iH111 

tlw watPr. But a h"ntlllHll ,-1•,·in.l! 1\i,,111. <·,dl,·d 11nt t" th,•ir 
mntht'r: "'Tak\· cnn• of thus,· littl,· ('hildn•JI. ()J" 1h,·y will 11,· 
\Lr.,,,·1wd." ~ht' said that vlHlvll tlwir fun. 



John Kellv. 
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JOHN KELLY. 

,John Kelly, the sec-oml son of Janws and CatlH'riuP KPlly. 
was horn in Monongalia County. Yirgiuia. ( now \Vt>st Yir­
giuia ). l\Iarc-h 3, 178\:l. \Ylwn a c-hilcl hP ,w11t with his par­
Pnts to Fleming County. near Flerningsbur_g. Kt>ntueky. .At 
the age> of nineteen yeai·s lw eamP with his 1mrPnh, to Cham­
paign County. now H portion of Clark C,nrnt)·. Ohio. ill 
the ypar 180~. Ht0 was n fnnner. Dnring th,· war uf lt--1~ 
he Pnlistt>tl in his c-ountry·,.; enus,· nud krn·"· \\·lint it 1rns 

to senP as a soldier. At thP ag" of twe11ty-t•i.~d1t y,•ar,- h,· 1rns 
marrit>d to 1Iargan•t ~frBeth, .April 2::-:. lt--lt--. hy ~n1nn,·l 

~mith. ,J.P. TlH·y w,•rp tlw fiftPPnth euupl1· that ,wr,· lll:\l"­

riHl nftt·r Clark Cmrnty WHf-\ formed in 1:-:1:-:. Aftn· tli1•ir mar­
riag,· tlH'Y sdtlt·<l in GT,•Pll Tuwuship. H1· \Yn;; throw!l fo,rn 

n horf-\e. whic-h c-aUf-\t•<l his <kath oil tht• 27th dn~· uf ::::\Pptt>lll­
ht'r. lt-:2.). Tht·n• \YHS horn to him hY<, S()JlS all(l t \YO dnngh­

ters:-Athnlirnla, Clarinda . .Allwrt all(l OliYPr ~- Alh,•rt di1·d 
in his youth. 

1lnrgarPt K,·lly married for lwr s,·c-u1Hl lrnshmd .Juhn 
Swem·Pn_giu. Slit> diPtl i11 lt-:-!.) at tht• of -!\I yPrns. 

Clarinda KPlly, tht• ddt·st daughter of John Kdl~· nnd 
wifr. waR horn in Clark County. ltll\l. At thP agt' of fonrtl·t·n 
~·t•ars slw was marriP<l to LPwis SwParPngin, August 7. rn:~:L 
He was a blacksmith and n lwll-mnkPr by trade. In those• 
tlays eow-lwlls W\'re i11 dPmaml and the public depended up011 
tlw smith to makt0 th,·m. En·ry farmer allowed his Rtock to 
run at large, aud to ascprtain their locality a lwll ,Yas faste1ied 
ar,mnd the animal's neck. X o fenc\'s ,wn• built excPpt around 
tlw c-ultivated land and dooryard. Tlw lwrst•s at night nncl 
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wlwn not at work in Smnmer, were turned loose, and. on he­
ing belled, they could be found more readily. In the early 
settlements the Indians would sometimes get those bells. and 
they, knowing that the s,·ttlers would be on the hunt of their 
stock. would mah a dingling noise and <lecoy the white men 
into the forest and C'apture them. I remember hearing my 
mother tell how h;,r mother, the wife of RiC'hard T. Dudley. 
ancl the wife of .Alexander )fr Beth. Sr., when they first SPttlt'd 
hert>. would put hells on tlw little boys. so that if they wan­
(lPrt>d iu tlw woods. tlwy C'ould he found hy the noise. The 
.\frBr•th rPfr1Ted to was the grandmother of Clarinda Kelly 
~\\·t>an·Hgin. .\Ir. S\H',U-l,ngin. in making these bells. would 
furg·p out a fiat sh,·l"t of iron to tlw Riu of the hdl wanted fllHl 
turn it illt() a ,-;[uqH' that \Y<rnlcl make it sound. All of tlw 
_joints hml to h,, hraizt>tl. C'oppPr or brass was used. A pi,•ct• 
«f ,·,>ptH·r "r hrnss \\·a;; put into thP hell. and tlwn he \Yonltl 
tnkP ,·l:1y a11d make a stitf mml. a!l(l then plar,• over the lwll. 

hl•iJl!..f ,·ardul "" as tq ll't now• or it _go into the bell. Tlwn 
this lmll nf mrnl was put into tht• tire aud macle red hot. awl 
tl1,·u tnk1·1t ()ut awl rolll'tl on th,· _ground. nHd in this way the 
nwltt·cl lllt>tnl insid,· of tlH· hdl would he spresd owr tlw 
lidl. At this kiml of work t,wparntgin \YHS an e:-qwrt. He 
and famib; muwtl to \Yiufa,[d. Imrn. in the ·' forties,'' where 
Clnrimln n·mnim·tl uutil Hl;j\l. wlwn she returned to Ohio, 
all\l \·isitt·d lwr sistPr Athalinda Printz. and her brother, 
Oliwr S. Kt·lly. Slw. like many othl•rs. was a weaver. an<l by 
tl11· fruit of h,·r loom slw not only dotlwd lwr younger chil­
dren. hut assistt"d lwr husband in adding to their wealth many 
hroatl Hf'res of land. Shortly after her return home, she died. 
She was tlw motlwr d t,vPlw d1ildren. At this time there is 
no trace of the locality of any of her children . 

.Athalinda Kelly, the daughter of John an<l Margaret 
Kdly, was born August, 1822. In her childhood she became 
affi.ided with a white swelling, which left her a cripple., caus­
ing her to walk lame all her life. She was married to Peter 
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Printz. ,Jr. March 22. 18-11. by Sanmd Clarh. Tht·y lin<l iu 
CLtrk County. She was tlw motlwr of Pif'n•n d1ildren, eight 
of them living at this writing. 

Isaiah C. married Harriet Conrson.--Fonr children. Tht',V 
sf't.tled in Springfield, Ohio. 

)largaret married Fletcher Ryan.-Two children. 
Silas marri.id ,Jenni<' .Jenkins. ancl St'ttlnl near Ewm. 

Clark County. Ohio. 
"William married ,Taitt' Cnltic<'. -Four chil(lren. Tlwy 

settled in Clifton. GrPPll County. Ohio. 
Franklin married Laura Boolmau and sdtlPcl in Clifton. 

Green County, Ohio.--Twc children. 
Ruth A. married /:lannwl Boolman awl ,-;pttled ll('llr 

Springfield, Ohio.-Two childn•n. 
Emma married Andrew Simt'ral. Tht•y settlt•d 1war Ew)] , 

Clark County. Ohio. 
)Iargaret Ryan settled at Gn•c•n Springs, Ohio. 
Eugene remained single. 'Atlrncinda was a nH•mlwr of tlu• 

Emory Chapel ~fethodist Episcopal Church fur a 1tmnlwr of 

years. She had one son in tlw Civil '\Yar. I Isaiah C. Printz,) 
he serving with tlw ··Hundred-Day" JllPn in UHiJ. Slw die(l 
)larch. 1885. 



Oliver S. Kellv and Fan1ilv. 



OLIVER S. KELLY. 
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OLI\TER s. KELLY AXD FA:\IILY. 

Oliwr S. KPlly, tlw yom1gpst son of ,John Kt->lly Hll(l 
wif P. is Olli-' of our pionePr nnd most prominent mnnufoC'­
turerf'. allCl one of our strongpst 1md most honored C"itizPns. 
HP was horn DPc-Pmlwr 28. 18~-!. on a littlP form in GrPPll 
T,J\rnship. on tlw old Clifton Road. At this tinw. ( 1\-lOO.) tlw 
h, ms,• in \Yhi<"h lw was hn111 is still stamling Hll(l is ow1w<l hy 
B,,ajamin S. B()nlnrnn. \\'hn1 Oliwr was nine months old. his 
fothPr <li,·d. l,·1n-ing a wifP and thrPP litt!P <·hil<lrPn. Oliwr. n;;; 
lt,· arrin•tl nt :-c-!10,,l agP. lwcl thrPt' months· schooling P1wh 
y,·ar. in th,· <listrict ,.;chuol. "\YhPu fonrtPPll yp11rs olcl ht> foull(l 
ltin1;..;,,[f ,vitlwut a hulllP mill without a clollnr. arnl n•alizP<l that 
lw must makt· his own way in tlw world. Hr·. lw,wYPr. fonrnl 
11 friP1Hl iu \\'illiam T. }frlntyrP. a wdl-knowu aml highly 
n•;..;1wctt>d <·itiZPll. allll rPmaim,d with him thrPP and OUP-half 
~·,·m·;..;. wlwn lw WPnt to livP with tlw two brothers, ,Jost>ph Hll(l 
,Tolrn ~- )frlntyrP. SPrving. with them. an apprentiC"eship of 
tltn·,· yPnrs. <luring whiC"h tinw hP lPanwd tlw trade of n car­
J)Pllter. Aftt-:nrnnL lw fornwd a partnership with ,John A. 
AwlPrson, in cuntrnding and building. in Springfit>ld. the new 
firm doing quite a large business lwrP and in the C"ouutry 
a<ljaC"Pnt. 

On the 23d day of December, 18-!7, he was married to 
Ruth Ann Peck. by Rev. John S. Galloway, an eminent Pres­
byterian dergyman. On the 29th day of March, 1852, he 
left his wife and eldest son, 0 ... Warren Kelly, then only three 
months old, and went to California, where he mined for gold 
in the mountains, and then went to the city of Marysville and 
commenced contracting and building, doing a prosperous bus-
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11H0 ss. Aftpr n•maiHiug in ::\Iarys\·illt- as lung ns hi;; hnsint•ss 
was good, and haYiug aC'quirPd somP means. ancl haYiug lwPll 
ahsl•ut from his family about four years. he> rnadP vrPpnratioHs 
to rt'turn to Springfit>ld. "Naturally, he had maclP many friP11cls. 
all(l ht> was urgt>d to send for his family and take up a 1wrma-
11Pnt residenC'e in the •· laud of gold.'" HP was a good singPr. 
and had 1wquired quite a lcwal fame in this resved. a]](l he had 
maclP himsPlf popular by his scwial and mauly qualitiPs. arnl 
wns. therefore, PStt'PlllPcl as a useful citiZPll. hut Spriugtidd. 
;,n•u in thosp tinws. wns a towu of grPat attrartin,m•ss. and hl· 
wisht>d to makP it his honw. Ht• wt>nt to California by th(· 
Xicaragua rontP. mainly that hy which it is 110\\· provosecl to 
build the> gTPat canal. all([ rt'turnPtl by Pnnmnn. HP (•111harkl·d 
for home ,January :Zl. l~."S(i. awl r,•,wlll'll his ll<>m•· in Sprill.!!­
fiPlcl. February :Zl. of tlw salllP p·tu. HP \\·as JlH•t hPn' hy his 
wife and sou. \Yarn•11. His ahsPnrP hacl dqJrin·ll him of th,· 
plt•astlrl' of Yoting for thP ·' Pathtincln· ··-,John C'. FrPrnont-·­
tlw first Republican C'arnlidate for th,· pn•sidl'll<"_'I. 

ThP year 185, was an PWntful _vPar for him flll(l for 
SpriugfiPlcl, for in that year lw unitPtl his fortm1Ps with '\Yil­
liam X. \Vhitdy and ,Jeromt• Fassler. in thP manufaetur,· of 
rpapPrs and mowers. all(l lw was an important faC'tor i11 an ill­
dustry that afterwards hP<'ame OHP uf tlH· great(•st and most 
produC'tiYP of AmeriC'an mauufarturiug .eonePn1s. ThP 11in­

<'hi11P was known as .. ThP Champion.'· aud still maintains its 
nanw and fame as ouP of the best of tlw world's harwst­
Prs. }Ir. Kdly was associaf.t\d with thP gPntlt>lllPll nauwd 
until 1881, when lw sold his interpst in the rnnrPm to '\Yil­
liam N. ·Whiteley. The works were then located ou the east 
siclP of the Markl't SquarP, and Mr. Kelly took possPssiou of 
the buildings. torP them down, and ererted in their place the 
great Arcade Block, in whirh is loC'ated the celebrated ArcadP 
Hotd, one of the finest hotels in tlw country. The blork. 
with the hotel, the fine business rooms, the beautiful arcadP 
itsPlf, with its fountain, is a magnifiC'ent monument to the fore-
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sight. busi1wss sense, and enterprise of Oliver S. Kelly, one of 
our most progressive, public-spirited, large-brained, and large­
hearted citizens. Afterward, Mr. Kelly gave an additional 
demonstration of his enterprise and liberality, as well as au 
evidenf'e of his local patriotism and good taste, by erecting 
the beautiful Kelly fountain, now situated on the esplanade. 
in the f'enter of Fountain Square, and donated it to the city. 

In ltiS2 }fr. Kelly bought the extensive and well-known 
Rinehart & Ballard Separator Factory, on Warder Street, 
Sprin.LdielcL Ohio, and made extensive enlargements and im­
pron'm,·uts. It is now au immense manufacturing plant, the 
tirm being known as The 0. S. Kelly Company, and produc­
ing. in large quantitiPs. road rollers, engines, piano plates, 
nud Yarions other artid,,s. Implements and machines are ex­
[J{)rted tu fureig11 f'Otrntries-to .Mexico, Cuba. the Sandwif'h 
Islam[,-, Ptc. 

}Ir. Kelly ;c;er,Pd six years, with honor to himself and 
with great benefit to tlw city. in the City Counf'il-frorn ltln,~ 
to l'.-,fiH. and he was eleC'ted :Mayor, in 1888, and served two 
ynrn-;. As a publiC' offiC'ial he showed sound, practical senst:•, 
good judgment, thorough honesty, and a watchful care for the 
highest interests of the people. 

RE)IIXISCEXCES. 

}Ir. Kelly tells this story of his cousin, William C. 
Kelly. the father of the author of this book: The two cousins 
were attending a dance at Andy McBeth's house, and as there 
\WH' not enough men to make the necessary sets, "Bill," as 
Oliver C'alls him, took him out into the yard and drilled him 
until he thought he could take the" step." No doubt it was 
a novel scene-" Bill" whistling and dancing, and Oliver imi­
tating him. trying to catch the step. "Bill" soon became 
satisfied that Oliver was a fit subject for the ball-room. 
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Oliver also related to the writer his first t'X-lJ!:'nenc!:'. at 
fivp years of age, with an empty barrel. His father having 
dinl, his mother rented the £arm. slw and tl1t• children uccu­
pying a house in tlw nt'ighborhood. The renter nut proving 
satisfactory, }frs. Kelly requested him to leaw. rt>turning and 
occupying it herself. Little Oliver. 011e <lay. noticfd a barrl'l 
on the premises. and began rolling it about. finally discowr­
ing a peach which came out of it. He fa.stt._.J it. aud otht•rs 
like it. and soon came under the influence of the whisky in 
which the 1waches had been soakt•cl by tlw man who 11ml 
occupied the place. Ht> started across the yanl towards tlit• 
house, stumbling over obstacle3. falling and gl'tting lllJ aµ:ain. 
and making his way, after n fashiou. tu hi,; m,Jther -lnn;.diiu~· 
and chatft'ring. but lying prof-;tratt· on tilt• tloor--cnnsin.i.>: his 
mothPr much alarm, until she cliscu,·end the cmi--:e of his 

trouble. OliYPr was not restored tn eunseionsn,,,, until th,· 
11ext day. 

Awhile aftpr tilt> barrel incident. the" l1in·d mn11 .. r·rn11,· 
to the houst• with a lnncl-turtle. nn<l callillg· ( )lirnr. he ,.;aid: 
·' This little hux has a liYe head in it. and it \\·ill t•cnne uut if 
you will put a eoal of fire on its back." Oli,-er at once (•oJL­
cluch·d to try thP experiment. so he put the turtle on the tlirt 
floor bPtween the two lwust>,,;-a spact• nf ei_ght or tt•n fept ia 
width-and going to the firPplaeP. lw took a li,·e coal between 
two sticks. hut as he ·got to the door. the roal fdl and lodged 
between his big toe and its uext neighbor. all(l lw. i11Yolu11ta­
rily, closed the toes together and ran, screaming, to his mother 
for relief. The result of thP experiment was a badly blistered 
foot. 

MR. AND )[RS. 0. S. KELLY'S GOLDE:-; \\'EDDI~G. 

Mr. Kelly was the fifth of the Kelly family to celebrate 
a golden wedding. This he and Mrs. Kelly did, under most 
favorable auspices, on the 23d of December, 1897, at their 
home in the Arcade Hotel, and the happy occasion will long 
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he rememhered by the guests who were so fortunate as to be 
prPsent. These began arriving at eight o'clock in the even­
ing. Foreman's orchestra soon began to play, and continued 
discoursing heautiful music throughout the entire evening. 

After the guests ha<l laid aside their wraps in adjoining 
rooms, they were escorted to the parlor of the hotel, where 
)Ir. and }Irs. Kelly were· receiving their friends. They were 
assisted by }Ir. and :Mrs. 0. Warren Kelly, :Mr. and Mrs. Ed. 
S. Kelly, :\Iiss Ruth Kelly and Mr. Armin Kelly. 

Three generations were represented in the receiving linP. 
)fr. and )!rs. Kelly, apparently as radiant and happy as they 
wPre. a half century before. were at the head of the linP. 
The ·· hridP ·· was becomingly attired in black satin. The 
\i<)(lic-e was tastPfully trimmed in point laC'e, and she wore a 
diamun(l ornament. appearing at her best, and gracefully 
,,.o·t><·tin!L her mauy warm friends, The·· groom," in a black 
suit. \Yith a dnsh-r of c·arnLtions, gave each a hearty·· hawl­
"ltak<· ·· awl a pleai-ant word "r two, 

Tlw:-e who arri,·ed first were soon seated in the dining­
ruum. \\·hic-h was handsomely decorated and brilliantly lighted. 
a11d wa;;;. indeed. a beautiful sight. On the tables were fifty 
light<·d tallow candles-the·· light of other days"-represent­
ing the fifty years of the wedded life of the happy c-ouple. 
aml n•d\·ing tm•mories of the time when they began their 
care<·r as husband and wife. 

Palms and evergreens were tastPfnlly arrangt'd about the 
dining-hall and made a most attractive appearanet•. The 
large hall hwling to the parlor was also decorated with palms. 
eYergreens and flo,n•rs. and at a convenient and accessible 
plac<·. were stationetl attendants with nn immense bowl of 
lemon puueh. 

Tht• mPmhers of the orchestra stood amidst a duster of 
palms at the extreme west end of the hall. 

Tlw parlor was a scene of great beauty. Roses and 
ewrgreens aboun<lecL Pink buds and earnations were artis-
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tically arrnngecl on tlw mantels. and a larg"' potted plant 
stoocl 011 the center-table. 

As the guests left the diniug-room. t>ac-h ,vas pn•Sl·nted 
with a carnation. as a soUYt'nir of the event. 

The occasion was one of great social interest and enjoy­
ment. Many of tlw younger people clanc-ell in the ol'llinary 
after dinner. 

The event would not have been complete if nHmy of 
Clnrk County·s pioneers had not been present to greet and 
congratulate these most honored representatin•s of thpir fra­
tt>rnity. It was. however. complett>. 

)Ir. and ::\Irs. George Franken lwrg--hii2:hly estt'vllletl res­
idents of Springfield -,ven:> nmun,v: t)w,:;e. :111d h:m·. "-ithi11 a 
few year,-. c-elPhrntetl tlwir g<>ldt•11 11·Pddi11,'..!·: as hm·,, als" ..'llr, 
aucl ..'IIrs. ,J. D. Otst()t. 1rnd ..'IIr. rrnd ..'llrn. ,J. ~. }!ill;;. their 
semi-cPntennial of marriecl life hRving he<:"u duly ob,;erwd 
De<'ember l;j_ lHHf). These were all present aml wen• all ef-'pe­
cially wt>konw. Pntning into tlw spirit of the occasion ns no 
one else could. )Irs. Frankenlwrg was 01w of )fr,;. Kelly·s 
sc- hoolmatt>s. 

The evPning closed with bril·f hut interesting allclresst•;;. 
and the guests, as they clepartetl. expressPcl their wish that 
:\Ir. and .Mrs. Kelly might yet spend many happy yeRrs to­
gether, and enjoy the so<'iety of tlwir mau.1; friends. and tlw 
large means that. through :\Ir. Kc·lly·s enh·rprist· and his and 
..'IIrs. Kelly's economy. they had ac-quirrcl. 

A few years ago )Ir. Kelly secured his grnuclfather·H 
dock, which he prizes highly, and wheu he looks at its rnn­
erable face, he recalls to remembrance the fact that his venn­
able ancestors did the same nearly a c-entury ago. 

When the Historical Society of Clark County was formed 
in 1897, 0. S. Kelly was one of the charter members. and took 
an active part in all of its work, c-ontributing in various ways 
to the success of its operations. He had a picture of the 
sc-hool house where he rec-eived his first instruction. He had 
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a ropy taken of it and put in a frame, twenty by twenty-four 
inrhes. and made a donation of it to the Historical Society, 
un February, 1898, to he kept in its rooms as a relic of pio-
1wer days. 

}Ir. and }!rs. Kelly, in 18~4. took a trip South. They 
embarkPd on a vessel at :N" ew York, with eleven others, which 
made the supposed "unlucky number" of thirteen. and went 
to Havana. Cuba. They were there a short time, and then 
sailed to the southern part of }Iexico. Then they traveled by 
rail. Yisiting all points of interest. \Yhile in }Iexic-o City, Mr. 
Kelly received a dispatch informing him that the Arcade 
Hot\•l had hurned down. but the thirteen persons all arrived 
at thl'ir plnc,·s of n·si(lence. and, as yt't. no death has occured. 

In the Fall uf lSHli. while }fr. Kdly was in Chicago, he 
fell nud broke his leg. hetwePu the knee and hip joints. in 
such a manner that it was thought that he never would n·­
\'UHT its use. He remained then· until the holidays, by 
which time he had so far recornn·<l as to he able to be brought 
hnme. He madl· the trip 011 a pair of stretclwrs. It was not 
until tlw next Spring that he was abh• to move about on 
C"rutches. He being in his seventy-third year, recoYery was 
all the more tnlious, for the bones knit together slowly. but 
after ,·ighteen months of care, he was able to walk about by 
the aid of a cane. with which he walks six squares to his office, 
nt The 0. S. Kelly Company's works. 

In the clays of }!rs. Kelly's youth, there was no such 
thing as ready-made clothing-only that that was made by 
hand, and one stitch at a time. So she learned to be a tailor­
ess, which trade she followed £or fifteen years. Her work was 
principally on broadcloth, and she was an expert with the 
needle. .At the age of seventy-five years the writer saw her 
doing needlework. 

The writer overheard :Mrs. Kelly, in conversation with a 
nephew of her's, not long since, say that, at the age of six 
years. she knit her own stockings: that there were no toys 
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in those days. and thP children had to help do tlw work, and 
and that it was a common thing in those time., for girls to 
make their own dresses, at the age of twelve yearc-. 

0. ,Yarren Kelly, th<-' oldPr sou of OliYer S. and Huth A. 
Kelly, after he had received his Pducation here, tit,sirl'<l to 
lParn the German language, and with the purvose to aequin' 
a thorough and vradical knowlPdgP of it, on thl' 2d of SPp­
tl,mher, ISG~-at the age of PightPei1-sailecl from XPw Yurk. 
At \Yeinheim. Baclen, lw 1mrsuPcl his linguistic stuclil's until 
lw could speak and write sufficiPntly well to enter upon a 
college eotHSt>. After completing his stuclit>s at ,-r t>inlwim. at 

tlw EastPr holidays, in lt-:il. he went to Zurich, i'"lwitz,0 rland. 
remaining thne until the Sumnwr of lt'<i2. guiug th,·nc,, tu 
A.ix la Clrn11elle. remaining tlwn, until tlil' Autumn of 1:-:,:l. 
At ;,ach of tlwse places he lllHSlH:'ll s1wcial strnlies. and. dur­
ing tlw vacatious. lw tra,~elt0 d ahuut. siµ:ht-St't'illg and famil­
iarizing himst>lf with the nun11H 0 rs nrnl f'tl:',tums uf tltt• 1wo]JJ... 
He ,rns in GPrnumy nt the lwginui11g of tlw Fran<·u-Prns"ian 
\Ynr. of IS,2- ·,:i. and ou i°"IPptemlwr -!. lt-i"i:.l. hP sailPtl. "11 his 
rdurn to his uatin· laud. aftPr nu ahsPnce of four year,;. 

Returning to SpriugfiPl<l. ht> marriPd }Iiss Knthnri1ll' 
FasslPr. nml 11uw resides in n fiup houst' of ltis mn1. ou S"nth 
Fountain A n•mw. <lilt' of t lH· most bt•,rntiful houle,·nr<l,; in 
the city. 

Their childreu are Armin. Lee. Louisa a1Hl Knthariw·. 
Armin grnduated from \Yittniberg Collt'gt' in l~H~. ancl i;; 
now snperintPmling his father·s mining opt•rations in tlw 
South. 

}Ir. Kdly was Pngaged with his father, Oliver S. Kelly, 
awl otlwrs, in tlw smelting of si!Yer ore i11 Colorado, a few 
years, but sold out his iutert:>st, aml hP<'ame a member of The 
0. S. KPlly Company, and is How su1wriutende11t of the works; 
actin• and dficit•nt-a worthy s011 of a worth:v sire. 
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Edward S. Kelly, the younger son of Oliver S. and Ruth 
A. Kelly, was born in 1857. Marrying Miss Martha Linn, they 
settled in Springfield, living on South Fountain Avenue. In 
1893 he and :Mrs. Kelly made their first trip to Europe, visit­
ing London, Paris, Rome, Naples, Florence and Venice. Mr. 
Kelly, having with him an equipment, took photographs of a 
large number of fine buildings and scenery in various portions 
d the Old \V orld, and these views, through his liberality, 
have been enjoyed on various occasions by his old friends 
here>. Subsequently, hP and his wife made several other 
European trips. 

)Ir. Kelly had at one time an interest in the large coal 
mines in Southeastern Ohio, and in the ice manufacturing 
plant in this C'ity, hut ultimately sold a portion of his interest 
and organized The Kelly Rubber Tire \Vheel Company, and 
cor1Cluctt,d its operations until it had assumed large propor­
tions, and had offices in London and Paris and the principal 
C'itir>s of the enited States. The interest has been sold to The 
Consolidated Rubber Tire Company, of New York-with mil­
lions of capital-of whic-11 company, he is vice-president and 
general manager. 

Mr. Kelly has four children:-Ruth C., Leah, Oliver and 
)Iartha. 

l\Ir. Kelly purchased the Arcade Hotel Block, including 
the Arcade Hotel, of his father, in 1899, and in the same year, 
the Republic-Times newspaper, and began the completion of 
one of the finest printing and publishing plants in Ohio, with 
a fine, spacious and imposing front on South Limestone 
Street. He has also made a number of important investments 
in this vicinity. 





Samuel Ke1ly. 
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SAMUEL KELLY 

Was born March 3, 1791, in Monongalia County, Virginia, 
and in his youth went with his parents to Fleming County, 
Kentucky, near Flemingsburg. He was known as the" Walk­
ing Kelly," for he seemed to take delight in tra,,eling on foot. 
He made seven trips to New Orleans. walking hack on all of 
them. A number of them were from K<'ntucky, and the re­
mainder from Clark County, Ohio. He did not come with 
his parents to Ohio, but remained in Kentur·ky until 1812, 
when he accompanied ),frs. Joseph Kelly when she mon-d to 
Ohio, as hPr husband was in the military service at this time. 

His first trip to :New Orleans was with sewral others. 
who had loaded a lot of hogs on a flatboat, on the Ohio River, 
and let them float down the river until the boat reached Xew 
Orleans. It fell to his lot to walk back. During onP of his 
trips he saw a combat between an alligator and a young 
heifer, which had wandered into a marsh near the river. The 
alligator, being hungry, attacked the heifer. It succeeded, at 
last, in dragging it into the water and killing it. 

Samuel met with a very painful accident, while at a barn­
raising at Peter Printz, Sr.'s. A heavy piece of timber fell 
and caught him across the thigh, breaking the bones into 
several pieces. It took twelve men to carry the piece to the 
place needed. The end of the piece was holding him down to 
the ground, when one man, by the name of Ben. Mayne, took 
hold of the timber and held it up until they took Kelly out. 
While lying on a door, waiting for the doctor to come, his 
sister-in-law, the wife of ,Joseph Kelly, living near by, on 
hearing of the accident, went to the scene, and on coming up 
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to him, he exclaimed: "See, Polly, how it is mashed!" at the 
same time taking both hands and squeezing the broken limb. 
Ben. Mayne saw him some years after, and asked Mr. Kelly: 
"How about that broken limb?" He answered: "It is all 
right. I used to be troubled with a sciatic pain in my hips, 
but I do not feel it any more." After he had got well of this 
accident, he made a trip to New Orleans, walking to Cincin­
nati, and then down the river on a boat, but walked back. He 
loved to tell. on his return, of the sights he saw and the man­
ners of living by the different classes of people. He told of 
stopping all night with a family that lived in a cabin, and be­
ing hungry as well as tired, he thought he would keep an eye 
on the preparing of the meal. The good woman of the house 
put on a pot of potators with their jackets on. As the cook­
ing was clom' in the open fireplace, it gave him a good oppor­
tunity to sec' what was bteing <lone. "\Vhen the potatoes were 
nearly done. slw took some fresh fish and laid them on top of 
the potato .. s to cook. His first thought was: "How will that 
mess taste to a hungry man?" When done, they were taken 
up on separate plates and set on the table, and, to his surprise, 
he found it to lw a delicious dish. 

At the age of seventy years he married, as we find it re­
corded that on the 11th day of July, 1861, he was united in 
marriage to Mrs. Julia Tounsley, by Reuben Miller, J. P. 
They settled in Cedarville, Green County, Ohio. He out­
lived all of his brothers and sisters. He was thj:i fourth child 
of James and CathPrine Kelly, and died December 27, 1875, in 
his eighty-fifth yc>ar. 





Thomas Kelly. 
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THOMAS KELLY, 

The fourth son of ,James and Catlwrine Kelly, was born in 
Monongalia County, Virginia, ( now "\Vest Virginia,) August 
1, 1792. He came to Ohio with his parents in 1808. He was 
married to!Margaret McCurtain by Rev. Saul Henkle, April 
8, 1819. Margaret McCurtain was born in Bath County, near 
Mt. Sterling, Kentucky. August 10. 179Z5. They settled in 
Clark County, Ohio, five mih·s south of Springfidd, in Green 
Township. He bought a small farm and lived on it until 
death. He was fond of a gun. so much so, that he cut 
ninety eonls of wood, at twenty-five eents per cord, tu pay for 
one rifle that he used fifty years. and, at his death, it was sent 
to his son, Charles, at Black Rivt>r Falls, ·Wisconsin. l\Iany 
stories are told of his exploits with his gun. He rPlatP<l the 
following incident of his own experience: " On one oceasion, 
while hunting, I spied what I thought was a deer, lying in a 
thicket, and, having a fair chance, I leveled my gun and pulled 
the trigger. The gun cracked, but the object did not move, 
and going up to it, I found it to be a stone." It has been 
said that he killed the last bear that roved the forest of Green 
Township, in a grove where Greenopolis now stands. He 
took delight in telling about catching a horse-thief. A man 
was seen going into a piece of timber, east of his home, and 
later on in the day the man came to him and got some sheaf 
oats, and went in the direction that the man and horse had 
gone. Later on came a posse of men, who enquired after a 
stray horse. Kelly related what he had seen in the morning. 
The leader remarked: "That is a stolen horse." Then they 
proceeded to surround the thicket, so as not to let the thief 
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escape, but he, hearing them corning, got out and gave them 
a chase. ·when he had ran about two-and-a-half miles, 
Kelly put his hands on him. In telling the incident, Kelly 
would say, "I outran them all." The thief was caught in an 
open field on Thomas Mill's farm, now owned by C. F. Stew­
art, just north of the present Township House, in Green 
Township. 

~Ir. Kelly was plain in his manners and conversation. 
On one occasion, while attending a cottage prayer-meeting, a 
Methodist exhorter being present, began to exhort the people 
how to live, when Kelly was heard to say, in an undertone: 
"Yes, yes, Sammy; take a little of that to yourself." 

In 18ii4, he bought a baggage car from the C. S. & 0. 
Railroad Company, and hi1 son, Charles, loaded it on a wagon 
and hauled it to the farm. The moving of this car caused 
quite an excitement along the Clifton Road. The report of 
its roming would reach a given point long before it got there. 
Men in the field would leave their work and go to the road­
side to see it pass. For forty years it was used as a corn-crib 
and granary. 

He was one of the four brothers who served in the war of 
1812. He was stationed at Fort Meigs. The accounts of his 
service have been meager, for his children, now living, are the 
younger ones of the family, and do not remember hearing 
their father tell of his experiences. But, in history, we find 
that ::Meigs was twice beseiged by the British army, and was 
given up, and on their retreating across the lake into Canada, 
he received an honorable discharge, and afterwards got a land 
warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

He once had a severe fight with a ten-year-old buck deer, 
near where the house of William H. Blee stands, in Green 
Township. He had buckled on his hunting belt, in which he 
carried his knives, and, with gun in hand, started out for a 
deer hunt. When about one and one-half miles from home, 
and on the above mentioned farm, he spied a large buck. He 
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firPd, and the buck fpll. It seems that he hfld wounded it, 
and on going up to it hP reached for his knife. Just then the 
buck ma(le an Pffort to gPt up. whPn Kelly caught it by the 
horns to hold it down. hut it was of no usP, for it got up, 
Kelly holding 011 and endea,·oring to get his knife out, and 
the buck fighting him all the while, and tearing off his dothes. 
He at last succeeded in getting his knife. and attempte<l to 
thrust it into the buck's side, between the ribs. but the knife 
struck a rib. In a thir<l attempt he succeeded in wounding 
the deer so that it fell, but not until Kelly ,,-as considerably 
bruised. X ernrtheless, lw had a good supply of wnison for 
a while. 

)Iargaret Kelly. the wife of Thomas Kelly, knmYn as 
Aunt Pt•ggy Kelly, follo,n•d ,w:n-in.2:. In this wny she as-isted 
lwr husband in pa_\·ing for their farm. She wns the motlwr of 
twdn' childrPn-three sons and ni1w claughtl'l'S. She llied 
July 8. 18f-i8. at Sl'VPnty-thn'e years of nw•. Shl· was born in 
a hlock-hom,P near )It. Sh·rling. Kentuck.L during tlu• raid of 
the Indians on tlw settlements. 

The reader has no doubt notil'Pcl tlw quPrr 1rnnws in this 
history-such as Polly and Peggy-nud Jolm Kl'lly. in gl'tting 
his marriage licensP, gave thP name of Peggy )fr BPth. PPggy 
was used instead of :Margaret. Polly for l\fary. Patty for Mar­
tha and Betsy for Elizabeth. ThesP names were common in 
all communities, and, while they were nicknames. none seemed 
to take offense. The children were calle<l ··Buh." and "Siss." 
One could scarcely enter a home, but tlw name of" Bub," or 
"Siss," woul<l greet his ears, and sometimes both. For in 
those <lays there were no small families. ThP ordPr of the 
<lay was to "multiply and replenish the earth," in accordance 
with the command given to Noah-Genesis, ninth chapter 
and first verse. 

James Ogden Kelly, the first son of Thomas Kelly, was 
born May 18, 1820, in Clark County, Green Township, Ohio. 
He was married to Clarissa Brockway, June 8, 1848, by 
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Thomas ,J. Barton. J. P. At the time of his marriage he was 
a stage-driver. He then went to Columbus, Ohio, bought 
prop~rty. and there lived and iiad C'harge of the C'ity omnibus 
linP. in 18.'52. He tlwn left tlwre and went on a new railroad 
that was building from }forrow to ZanesvillP. He helped 
draw all tlll' iron from CinC'innati. \Vht>11 the road was C'Oill­
plPtt•d. lw got a train and was C'01icluctor until 1854, when he 
got a train from Cincinnati to Columhus~a local freight. 
This he ran for eight years. In 18fi2 he went to Columbus, 
KPntucky. ancl took drnrgP of the cunstruC'tion of a military 
railroml, awl rPmainecl then, until }fay, 18fi?i. Hr then re­
tunu•d to Columbus. aml soon got a position as conductor on 
th,, Panharnlk Railroad. until lw \n<nt wPst. His wifr's ht>alth 
lwcame poor awl lw thought tlwy would spernl a \Yinh•r at 
Blal'k Rin·r Falls. \Visconsin. but hPr health improved so 
ravidly that \rintvr he conclrnh,d that it was best to remain. 
Su ht- Nllll<' tu ( )hio, solcl his propPrty in Columbus, and re­
tnru,,cl tu \Vi,-;consin ancl bought a farm _joining his brother 
Clrnrh·s·s farm. worked it a frw years. and then traded it for 
n sawmill. This he operated for three yrars and then sold 
it arnl movetl to Sparta, \Yisconsin. where he now lives, at the 
age of seventy-eight years. For six years hP was the owner 
of ri liwry stable, but at presPnt has charge of a hack-line. 
He> had four childrt>n~one son and three daughters. The 
clan1.;hters all died in Ohio. The son·s name is George Kelly. 
Hr is marriPd, and has one son ancl one daughter. James 
0. Kelly and wife livPd to celebrate their golden wedding, 
June 8, 18~)8-he being the sixth of the Kellys to C'elebrate 
their golden weddings. 

James 0. Kelly died January 16, 1900, in the eightieth 
year of his age. 

Katherine Kelly. tht> SPC'ond daughter of Thomas Kelly, 
was born August 4, 1822, in Clark County, Ohio. She was 
married to Daniel Wissinger, September 7, 1850, by N. G. 
Fowler. They settled in Springfield, Ohio. She had six 
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children. Katherine \Vissinger, Jr., died at the age of twen­
ty-two years. 

Charles Wissinger, who married Grace Shanks, settled in 
Springfield, and is a fruit merchant. He had five children. 

Thomas Wissinger married Ida Beekey and settled in 
Columbus, Ohio, where he is practicing medicine. He had 
two children. 

George Wissinger married Nellie Rupert, of Springfield, 
and settled in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Katherine Kelly ·wissinger died June 23, 1889, in her 
sixty-seventh year. 

Daniel Wissinger died March 26, 1890, at seventy-nine 
years of age. 

Hannah \Y. Kelly. the first daughter of Thomas Kelly, 
was born June 16, 1821, in Clark County. She was married 
to Nathan S. Dudley, December 12, 1843, hy Rev. E. Owens. 
They settled in Springfield, Ohio, where he followed his trade 
as a carpenter. She suffered from a stroke of paralysis for a 
number of years. There were born to her three daughters 
and two sons:-Mary E., Richard T., Margaret, Cynthia and 
James E. 

Mary E. married Reuben Leffel, Sr. After the death of 
Reuben Leffel, Mary E. married Alexander Daisy and settled 
in Springfield. 

Richard T. married Almeda Shrodes. They settled in 
Muncie, Ind. They had two sons. 

Cynthia married Samuel D. Leffel and settled in Spring­
field. They had three sons. 

James E. married Emma Pool. They settled near Urbana, 
Champaign County, Ohio. They had two sons. 

Hannah Kelly Dudley was a member of the Methodist 
Protestant Church for a number of years. She died Septem­
ber 28, 1872, in the fifty-second year of her age. 

Mary Jane Kelly, the fifth daughter of Thomas Kelly 
and wife, was born January 14, 1827, in Clark County, and 
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was married to Archy P. Richards, May 16, 1850, by Isaac 
Edwards. They moved to Iowa, near Bayard, Guthrie 
County. Mrs. Richards died February 21, 1897. She had 
six children, as follows:-Emma Jane, (who married T. 
J. Patterson, and went with him to Trinidad, Colorado. 
She died in January, 1897, leaving seven children); Laura 
E. married Elisha F. Patterson, and had three children. Pat­
terson and wifr settled in California. Winfield S. married 
Emma Mansill, and had three children-Charles E., Alfred 
and Mar~aret M. These are livin<s near Bayard, in Guthrie 
County. Iowa. 

Joanna Kelly, the fourth daughter of Thomas Kelly, was 
born April 18. 182,3, in Clark County. She was married to 
William Garnes, Xovember 23. 18;"52, by Rev. C.H. Williams. 
Tlwy sPttlecl in Iowa. near Bayard, Guthrie County. She 
dit-d ~eptemher 28. 1894. To ht•r were born seven children­
ti w sous arnl two daughters: 

Audn·w B. married Amanda Dobson.-Two children. 
,Tames K. married Emma ,vilson.-Four chilJ.ren. 
Flora. Kate and Lincoln are dead . 
. ,Villiam F. marrie<l ElizabPth LPwis.-Two children. 
Elmer E. married Tillie Hartly.-Two children. 
,Joanna had seven children and ten grandchildren. These 

settled near Bayard, Guthrie County, Iowa. 
Charles Kelly. the second son of 'rhomas Kelly, was born 

in Clark County. Ohio, January 4, 1830, and was married to 
l\IargarPt :\IcOlintock, December 13, 1853, by Rev. N. C. Burt, 
a Presbyterian minister. In the Fall of 1855, he, with his 
father-in-law, moved to Jackson County, \Visconsin, near 
Shamrock Postoffice. They made this journey in covered 
wagons. The writer, being then a boy of twelve years, re­
members seeing and assisting his father, ,vm. 0. Kelly, in 
preparing these wagons. Charles Kelly remained in Wiscon­
sin a few years and then returned to his old home, and there 
remained until the Fall of 1866, when he and his family re-
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turned to \Viscous in, Rrnl 1i ved t ht•rc t ht' rt'st of his life. He 
died December 20, ltl92. aged sixty-two yeius. He liked good 
horses and took pride in heing a good drin'r aml in drawing 
a straight furrow in plowing. He took R number of prizes Rt 
the plowing matches of the Clark County Fnir for the straight­
est Rn<l smoothPst plowing. and also for the> hest broken tl-am. 

There were born to Charles Kelly awl wife. fourteen <'hilclren: 
-Oscar )I. Kt>lly, the e>ldest. nrnrried Emma Heathman. of 
Dayton, Ohio, and settled in that city: Edwin \\. ells. Clarissa 
Jane, James E., ,John ,v .. Elizalwth E .. Charl,·s R., :'.\fary. 
Thomas S .. Martha, Margaret, Sperry. Oliwr P .. Rachd E. 
At this writing, (1898) eleYen of these an, liYiug. They haw 
sen'nteen granckhildrP11. Tlw postoffir•p alldn•ss of thos,· liY­
jng is Shamrock. \\·is<'onsi11. 

Nancy Ann Kelly. th(• third daughtl·r of Th,imas Kdly. 
was born January 213. lS:24. iu Clark County. Ohiu. ~hP 
marriPcl ,John Printz. Svptt0 mhPl' 2,J. l/HcJ. \\·t10 perf()rn1ed 
the cPrPmouy we lrnYP 1w knowlt•dgt'. Tlw n°ctinl in tlw Pru­
bRte Court show that tlw liet·nse ,ms 11eYt•r rl't1u11t•(l. )Ir. 
and ::'!Irii. Priutz settled nPnr Shamrock Postoffin·. ,Jackson 
Couuty. \\·isconsin. in 1847. \Ylwn tlH· CiYil \Var hruh out 
:'.\Ir. Printz t•tilisted in tltP 3Gth Reginwut ,Yisl'ousiu Yohm­
tt•ers. HE' was taken prisoner by the rt>lwls, imprisoued at 
Saulsbury. and there lw was starn·d tu llt•ath. This Jpft 
Xancy without lwlp to carry on tlH• fonn. :-ilw. lwiug a n•so­
lute ,yoman. wt•ut to work sn1wri11h•rnliug tlu• form lwr:--l'lf. 
and i11 many instancP.~ slw tlitl tlw farm mirk. haruessing thP 
horses and <lriYing tlH·m tu the plow Hll(l reapl'l'. This slw 
<lid until lwr sous hecanH· large Pntmgh tu do the work. At 
tlw agP of SPY PU ty-four yc>ars sh,, says that slw drn •:-- .. lots of 
work.'' . Sht• is om• of thP thrPP sistns now li,·ing of the uiw· 

daughters of Thomas Kl·lly. 
There wPrP hor11 to hPr t,"11 d1ilclrP11:--FrnuC'is E .. ::\Ia­

lissa F .. NPwmariou D .. Leroy E .. Charlt>s E .. ::\fartlrn E .. 
James T .. ,folrn H .. Samlt A .. Pt>tt•r E. Of tiles<' ten children 
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at this writing there are but five living. There are eleven 
grandchildrn1 and five great-grandchildren. 

Those of hn children now living are :Malissa. Xewmarion 
D., Charles E., ,John H. and Sarah A. They live near their 
mother's home. 

:-..-\SCY A"S"D THE I"S"DIA"S"S. 

Whn1 X ancy and lwr husband first settled in ·Wisconsin 
the Indians were 
partially ci vilizecl. 
n1tt•d laud of tlw 

somewhat troublesome, they being only 
They paid hut littlE' attpntiou to the culti­

white settlt'rs-ric.ling through the fields, 
throwing llown tlw fpnces and 1w,glt,cting to put them up 
again. Thus tlwy 11,•stroyPll thP growing crops. This lw­
cnlllt' nn annuyanc1• to Xancy. and she lwtook lwrsdf to the 
task of ,,wlt•in-uring to stup this 1lPstruction of property. Su 
,-;ht• kqit a lookout for tlw Indians. One day she saw two 
Ill(linns on horst>hal'k. ricling .c:;trni;.d1t tmrn.nls n comfit'lc.l. She 
hastt>n,·d tmnud tht'm. and mt'! tht>m at the frncP e>nclosiug 
th,, <'Ont. Tlwy clismounted a!l(l at ,mcP lwgan tu throw down 
thP fetw,•. wlwn sh,, n•qnesh•ll th,,m to '· quit it," but they 
said tlwy mmld not. Sht> told thPm that tlwy would, and nt 
thP sa111t• tiuw tnkiug up a viece of rail. she madE> at them. 
Th,•y. ""''ing: that they could not frighten her, got on their 
horses and rud,, away. AftPn\·anls tht•n· was 110 more> trouble 
about th" ft'll<'<'S lwiug thniwn du,Yu h~· the Indians. 

Oharl,•s awl ,John Printz·s vostoffi<·t• ac.lclrc>ss is RPd 
Ludg,· . ..\Iuntana. 

Radwl Kt>lly, thP t•ighth daughter of Thomas Kelly and 
wifr, was horn ,Jnuuary -!. 18,J.j_ in Clark County, Ohio, wlwre 
she live<l all thP ,lays of her life. until within a few mouths 
of her llenth. when she went to -Wisconsin to visit her two 
hrothPrs nrnl i-:iBtt•r. a!l(l whilst there wns takPn sick and died. 



68 HISTORY OF THE KELLY FAMILY. 

and her brother, Charles, brought her remains to Springfield, 
Ohio, and interred them alonside of her father and mother in 
Ferncliff Cemetery. 

Martha Kelly, the sixth daughter of Thomas Kelly, was 
born in Clark County, Ohio, October 10, 1831. She was mar­
ried to John Hutchison, }\fay 26, 1853, by Rev. C.H. ,villiams. 
The death of her grandmother, Catherine Kelly, orcurred the 
same day. They settled in Springfield, lwr husband follow­
ing the carpenter and stair-building trade. To her was born 
one daughter, Adra R., who married Oliwr H. ~filler. Martha 
was a member of the Methodist Protestant Church, in thP 
city, and was a leader of the choir for a number of years, and 
at this writing (1898 ), she being sixty-sc>n-'n-yPars of agP, hPr 
voice is dear and strong. 

John Hutchinson died Junp 8, 18\18. 
Leah Kelly. the ninth daughter of Thomas KPlly, wns 

born April 8, 1837. She married ,John Selsor. AftPr hiR 
death she married Chris. Selsor. They settled near South 
Solon, Fayette County, Ohio. She was the twelfth child of 
Thomas Kelly and wife. Her aunt, Leah Kelly, the siRter of 
her father, Thomas Kelly, waR also the twelfth d1ilcl of 
James Kelly, Sr. To her were born two sons ancl one daugh­
ter-Freddie, Charles and Dela, who for several years was 
clerk in the postoffice at South Solon, Ohio. 



Nathan Kelly. 
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XATHAN KELLY. 

The fifth son of ,James and Catheri1w Kelly, \Yas burn in 
Fleming County, Kentuc-ky. near Flemi11gsbnrg, }fay 2, 1 i\JJ. 
and c-am~• with his parents to Springfield. Ohio. in lSOS. 

"'hen the war of 1Sl2 hroh out he enliskcl and took part in 
in doing post duty along the nortlwrn boundary of Ohiu, to 
guard against Indians entering the settlenw1~ts aml interfrring 
with the transporting of troops an,Js;.; thl' lirn· into Canada. 
At the• age of twenty-two p·ars he was mmTi,·d tu }Iiss Rhoda 
Frenc-h. on the 23d tlay "f }forC'h, lS:W. hy Re,·. Saul Henklt•. 
Directly after his marria.~,, ht• mowd tu Irnliana. rernaiaing 
in that stah0 several y,,m·s. He t he11 !llfJn•d tu Io,n1. The 
letters that were written at tliat tirn,·. all(l fur a while after, 
were lost, so we c-an11ut nanH- t)11, tuwn or C'on11ty ill whic-h 
he lived. arnl lrnve 110 knowle:lg,0 ,•xc-ept of one son. whose 
namt' was Truman K(0 1ly. awl wlw. iu lti,10. spent a few 
months visiting his grandmotlwr. Cat herint' Kelly, and other 
relatiws in Ohio. He was a hlac-ksmith. aud ,rnrkt0 d one 
month for his c-ousin, ·wm. C. Kelly. He served one year in 
the war with l\Iexic-o. in 18JS, Xathau Kelly died June 16, 
1838, in his forty-fifth year. He marrinl life was eighteen 
years. 



Mary Kelly Milhollin. 
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MARY KELLY :\IILHOLLIN. 

::\fary Kelly, the second claughtPr of Janws and Cathc>rin(• 
Kelly, was born in Fleming County. nt>ar Flt>rningslmrg. 
Kentucky, on the 2-ith day of :March. 17~Ht aucl cauw to Ohio 
hio with her parents in 180H. 

She married McCliatock }Iilhollin, OC'tober :2-!. lt-ln, 
Rev. Elias Vickers officiating. and sdtlt>tl 1war tlw mouth of 
}!ill Creek where it enters into }lad Rin·r. }Ir. }Iilhollia 
ran a grist and sawmill at this tinw. A .~ristmill in thost• 
days was at places when" tlwn• was just grist grirnliug dmw. 
The farmers, or those who had griucling to du, touk it to tlwse 
mills and tht> miller took toll from t>aC'h hm,hel of grain, aml 
then ground the balanC'P for tht> farmt>r. In that way ht> was 
paid for the work. "\Vhen tlw farmPr hacl mort> wlwat than he 
needed for home consumption, lw would takP it to those grist­
mills, get it ground and barrelPcl up. and then load it and 
convey it to CinC'innati, and tlwre sell it. or tmclt> for sugar, 
coffee, salt, or iron, or such things as lw neeclecl or coulcl sell 
here. The round trip was one hundred and sixty miles on 
'· mud-roads," ancl if it was had wPather it would take nearly 
two weeks to make the trip. 

To them werP born four children :-,Jonathan, ·William, 
Nancy and Catherine. 

,Jonathan died in early manhood. 
William Milhollin married Charlotte Driscol. Their 

children were Clifford and Nellie. Clifford married Samantha 
Kirkpatrick. 

Nancy Milhollin married Elias Driscol. They had six 
children:-Catherine Driscol married Alexander R. Cobaugh, 
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cashiPr of the First X ational Bank, of Springfield, for a num­
ber of years; :Mary J. Driscol married John Forbes; John 
Driscol married Emma Perrin; ,Julia A. Driscol died in her 
youth. 

Catherine .Milhollin was married to John A. Anderson, 
)farch ~- 18-!3, by Rev, ,T. F. Sawyer. Mr. Anderson was a 
carpeuter by trade, and at one time he was in partnership 
with 0. S. Kelly. To them were born two sons and one 
claughter:-Robn·t settled in Montana; ·William is an engineer 
on the Chicago, )Iilwaukee and St. Paul Railroad; Mary is 
dead. 

CatherinP diecl at LaCrosse, \Visconsin. Anderson mar­
ried again. and nt his death his second ·wife had him taken to 
LaCrrn,se. and hnric>cl him by the> side> of his first wife. 





James Kelly, Jr. 
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. TAME~ KELLY, JR. 

\Yas tlw sixth sou of James and Catlwrine Kelly. He was 
was born ,Tune 15, 17~8, in Fleming County. Kentuc-ky, near 
Flemingshurg. He came to SpriugfiPld, Ohio, with his par­
ents, in 1808. He 1wver was married. He remained at home 
after his fathn's death, in 1837. and assisted in taking care of 
his inYalid mother, who was dPar to him. and did all in his 
powPr to mah• her comfortable. He did not posspss muc-h of 
this world's goods. There was a lH•aYy mast. one Fall. and 
the people largely depernlPd on mast to fatten their hogs for 
the next year's mPat. This was dom• by h·ttiug the hogs run 
at largP in thP woods. and latP in th" Fall the owners would 
go out and drive them in. and, with a short fpeding time, they 
were ready to he butchered. ,James Kelly was in Springfield 
one day, after the heavy mast referred to. and remarked that 
he had just lost two hundred and fifty dollars that Fall. A 
bystander wanted to know lww it happeuPd that lw c-auw to 
lose such a large amount. HP nnswen,cl: ·' Because I did not 
havt' hogs enough to eat up all tht' mast that f,,11.·• 

He and his brothers. Samuel. Thomas and Frarn:is, \n•re . . 
among the reapers that usPd the sic>klt' in harnsting tlw 
grain. This was a c>rooked pit"eP of steel \,·ith fotP tm•th on it. 
The reaper would hold the grain with 0llP hand. and with the 
sic-klP would cu~. it off just below his hand. This lw would 
do until he had what was called a grip. These men went 
from farm to farm helping to harvest fop grain. Tlwst' hamls 
were divided into three sections. The smaller boys carried 
water and sheaves. The second section was called" gougers." 
These were boys that could not make a full hand at reaping, 
so they helped the old men. They would be sent ahead and 
reap on the old men's" through," as it was called in that day. 
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In that way the two made a full hand. The third section 
were called "full hands," £or they did not need the assistance 
of a "gouger." On going their rounds one harvest, a man 
named Funston called to see what day they would be at his 
farm. The day was set. During the conversation Funston 
remarked: "I would like to see a set of men come iuto my 
field at night and reap a lot of wheat down." \Vell, on the 
night before they were to go to Funston's, the Kelly men had 
been reinforced by \Vm. Anderson and others, whose names 
I have forgotten, and went to Funston's field,which came up to 
his dooryard. One of thP men decoyed the cross dogs down 
to the brush. while the others cut a" through" across the field, 
Funston. hearing the dogs. got up and came out on the porch 
next to the field. The men saw him, but he said nothing and 
went back intu tlw house. The men were "on hand" next 
murning at sunrise and found Funston mad, and he took them 
around to see what ha<l been done the nrght before, in spite 
of his cross clog,;. They di<l 110thiug but to exprPss sympathy 
with him. hut eujoyed the fun. ThP writer has heard his 
father tell how, if the wheat was thin on the ground and 
short. the men would lie down and roll over the grain and 
bend it down, so they could gd hold of it with their sickles. 

James Kelly died September :5. 18-!9: he was fifty-one 
ypars of age, and was burit>d in Columbia Street Cemetery, 
Springfield. 

The following vnses I found in an old book that be­
longed to James Kelly, ,Tr .. bought by him July 12, 1831, 
entitled," Military Biography; or, Officers of the Revolution," 
for which he paid three dollars. It is covered with calf: 

'' James Kelly is my name, 
America is my nation ; 

In Kentueky I was born, 
And Christ is my salvation. 

" \Vhen I am dead and buried, 
And all my bones are rotten, 

You read these lines that I have wrote, 
So that I may not be forgotten." 
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There preYailed a custom in the days when wheat was 
cut hy the hand-sickle for the rc>aper to bind his own sheaf, 
ancl when bound it was set up on c>ml. It was a nm·el sight 
to see tlw rows of slwaves standing across the field. This 
way they found out the poor hinder. If the sheaf was loosely 
honncl it would not stnllll. 



Catherine Kelly, Jr. 
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CATHERINE KELLY, JR., 

The second daughter of James and Catherine Kelly, Sr., was 
born June 7, 1799, in Fleming County, Kentu<'ky. m•ar Flem­
ingsburg, and came with her parents to Springfield, in 1808. 
She never married, but remained at home and assisted in the 
care of her mother. She, in her younger days, followed 
weaving. She died ,Tune 10. rn.:i3. at the agP of fifty-four 
years and three days. 

Just here I will refer to the manm•r of dress in those 
early days, in the rural distrids. The wearing apparel was 
largely composed of wool, and e,ery om• whu <'onl<l, kept a 
few sheep so they could mah• their Winter clothing. The 
women wore linsey dresses and woolen petticoats, as they 
were called in that day. Linsey was composed of part wool 
and cotton, but oftener all wool. This was spun by the moth­
ers and daughters during the Summer months. If there was 
an expert spinner in the neighborhuod, she would go from 
house to house spinning, or, if she could not leave home. 
they would have the carded wool brought to her. There 
would be a hustling among the neighbor women tu SPe who 
would get their thread to the weaYer's first. The wool was 
dyed blue and red, which composed the colors. Their dresses 
were not gored in the skirts, and three widths made a full 
skirt. In the "\Vinter thP women spun flax to make Summer 
clothing. They used the mouths of March and April as their 
bleacher. The old saying was: 

" March winds and April sun 
Bleaches linen and makes girls run." 

The women wore caps for head dresses, and the new-
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born babe's outfit was not C'ompleted until the tiny cap was 
made. 

There was one other thing that was noticeable, and that 
was the use of the hat that the men wore. It was the place 
where they carried letters and their handkerchiefs. It was a 
common thing to see men take off their hats to get their 
handkerchiefs to wipe the prespiration from their brows. In 
fact, it seemed to he the handiest pocket about their wearing 
apparel. 





Stewart Kelly. 
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STR\VART KELLY. 

Stewart Kelly, the seventh son of ,James and Catherine 
Kelly, Sr., was born June 13, ltlOl, in Fleming County, near 
Flemingsburg. Kentucky. He came with his parents to 
Ohio at the age of sewn years. He knew what it was to clear 
up the land ready for the plow, picking up the brush in heaps 
and then firing it at night. He learned the cooper trade, 
which he followed all his life. 

He was married to ElizabL·th Driscol, }larch 13. 1~25. 
by Elias Yickers. To them were horn two claughters-Lovisa 
and Eliza Jane. 

Lovisa married Asbury Brock aml settled 1war Gladstone, 
Green County. Tlwy had six childn'n-::-,arah married '\V. 
D. Thomas: Anna married }I. D. Ritenour: }Iollie married 
G. L. Green: ,John married Rebecca Clemans: Ella married 
Smili,· Thomas: Flora married J. C. Ritenour ancl settled in 
Jamestown, Green County; Ulysses A. Brock married Helen 
Foster and settled near Gladstone: Luella and Ella are dead. 
Lovisa has sixteen grandchildren. 

Eliza ,Jane married Henry Boyles. She died in 18~3. 
She was the mother of ten children, four now living. She 
has eight grandchildren. Her children's names are: 

Mack, Stewart, Sarah: Martha and Mollie are dead. 
George is a bachelor. 
Emma married Edward Thompson and settled in Spring­

field. 
Mollie married Wm. Hosner; Lula married "\Villiam 

Shroud; Jack married Mollie Burningdone. These settled 
near Cedarville, Ohio. 
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~tewart Kelly had two children, eighteen grandchildren 
and twenty-four great-grandchildren. He was a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. He died in ~fay, 1828, at the age 
of twenty-seven years. in Louisville, Kentucky, and was 
buried there. 





Francis Kelly. 
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FRAXCIS KELLY. 

The t'ighth son of James and Catherine Kelly. was born )fay 
12. 1803, in Kentucky, and canw \Yith his parents to Spring­
field, in ltlOS. He was married to Elizaht"th :'\Iorris. )lay 2\1. 
1828, hy Reuben )filler, J. P. He lParned the pump-making 
trade ancl pipe-laying. The pump tovk the pla("e of the 
"well-s,rnep.'" as it ,rns called. Tlw s,rnep was a for keel pole 
placed in the grnnn(l fl certain llistanc-e from tht• ,wll. Ia 
this fork ,ms plac-ecl a lon_g pole. lwayy at tl1t• hottum encl. If 
not heavy enough. a block was pinnecl on it. At tht• top end 
was fastene(l a lung. t>lencler pule, long emrngb tu reach tn the 
bottom of the \Yell. Tu the lmwr e1Hl of this pult• was fast­
ened a hueket. A curh was put around the tup of the ,mil so 
as to protect tlw person whill0 dnndng "·att,r. "'ith this 
long. slender pole. the hneket was pushed down tlw ,rnll. and 
when the bucket was filletl with ,rntt'r. the persuu would 
slack his hold on tlw pole rrnd the lwa,-y end would draw up 
the bu('ket. 

As iron piping was not knO\nt in thos,, days. hollowed 
logs answered the purpose required. The ,rnter uf springs 
was carried a long distance hy the aid of those wooden log 
pipes. The following mode was used to make the pipes: The 
pipelayer would go to the woods and there cut clown straight 
hick;ory trees and cut them in proper lengths, ancl then draw 
them up into large piles, and with a pump augur he would 
bore a hole the length of the log. He would then ream out 
one end of the log until it was large enough to admit the 
dressed encl of the other log, and by the use of tallow placed 
on the tapered end, it would be made water-tight. In this 
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way water from a spring would be carried one-half mile. The 
pipes were laid in the ground the same way that iron piping 
is now laid. ·while putting down the sewers in Springfield, 
a few years ago, the workmen came across some of Frank 
Kelly's pipe-laying. These tracle.s he followed during life. 
Some of the pipe laid by him is still in use at the Hershler's 
mills, ,vest of Springfield. 

Francis served as captain of a volunteer militia company 
for seven years. The militia men were divided into two 
classes, known as "volunteers" and "flatfoots." All men 
over eighteen and under forty-five years were subject to the 
urcler of the state law to muster in companies in the county 
where they lived. In so doing they would learn something of 
military tactics. Those who formed themselws into volunteer 
cumpani,,s unly served seven years: in so doing tlwy werP 
ex:Pll11Jtecl from road work during that 1wriml, and at the encl 
uf sewn _wars tlwy \wre t"XPmpted from all military ~luty in 
the cunnty. 

Francis Kelly forn1Pd a compnny uf tlwse volunteers. 
They had to uniform them,Plve.3. Tlw state furnished thP 
guns a]l(l ammunition. Kelly's company chose \Vhite snits, 
trimmed with reel fringe aml sash. The company was called 
the ;, Light Company."' They drilled four times a year. and 
if any failed to appear and muster. he was court-martialed. 

The ··flatfoots,. had to muster two days in each year, 
afb:'r they werP eighteen years old. and until they were forty­
five years old. and had tu work the roads two days each year. 
They had two musters-mw ;; company," and one "regi­
mental." The regimental muster day was a big one in the 
county, for all the flatfoots in the county turned out. They 
had no guns; hence, if they were drilled in the manual of 
arms, it was clone with canes, clubs and cornstalks. 

Tht>re were born to Francis and Elizabeth Kelly six 
chilclren :-Leah, Symphona, Hurelius, Tranquillina, New­
marion and Dorothy Emiline. 
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Franc:i3 Kelly dierl, surlllenly. un the ~.':,th day of ,Tune. 
1:-110. at the age of thirt_y-Pight yenrs. and ,ms buried in Co­
lumbia StrePt Cenwtt'ry, Springfieltl. Ohio. His marri,•cl life 
was twel-ve _Yt'ars. 

After the death of FnmC'is Kelly. his wifr mid C'hil<lren 
went to his farm in Indiana. near Lafayt'ttt>, whirh form hP 
had bought din·rtly aftt>r his marriagt•. and liYed on it 
awhile, but bPcoming dissRtisfietl. ht• rPturrn•d to Ohio, an(l 
liwd there until lw dit>d. 

Tlw last acc:ount of his family is _girnu hy ,Jauws OwlP11 
Kdly, who wpnt and visitPtl his aunt. Elizalwth Kt>lly. Fnm­
C'is' widow, in ISJ~. hut Oil arriving at lwr honw fon11d that 
she had married again. Her hnshantl's JtalllP was }Ii1111iek. 
and 1w ow1wtl a mill on tht, Snlilllay Ri,·n. H,'l' tm> so11,-;, 

Hurelius and XPwmarion Kdly. \n"l'P hound to a matt ,d10 
lfrecl six miles w,0 s t of Lafn.n,ttt•. ncrt1ss t lw \Ya 1 m,-;h Ri n ·r. 
The boys· agps at that timl' WPl'l': Hurelius. 11itH' .n·ars old. 
and X 1::'Wtllarion, six years oltl. Kdly mab•s nu 111t•11tim1 of 

tlw daughtt'rs. 
In thosl::' piont't'r llnys then· was funnel a Sfllllt'Jlt•ss in all 

loC'alitil::'s. \Yhat was dont' in Ullt' ,ms <lone iu thP othPr. 
There were the log-rollings. when t lw whule 11\:'igh horlwocl 
,ms invited to pilt' up tlw timber not neeclt>d fur firewood or 
fpncing, as there was no market for it. 

Aud, again, there wns the gruhhiug nrntd1. \Y(• remem­
ber hearing fatlwr tell of uuP uf tlwse grnbhiug mntC'ltes 011 

his father's farm (Joseph Kelly's. J After tlw crowd had 
gatlwrt'<l, two 111t'll Wl::'re d1osen as raptains. Th,•se llll::'ll rhost' 
·'man-about" until all tlw men had been rlwsen. Then the 
ground to he gruhbl::'d was staked off at cPrtain distauc>PS 
apart. Then began tlw fuu: t'ach C'ompany would try to get 
out first. \Vatch was kept on all hands to sep that no one 
slighted his work, whiC'h work was llmw in qufrk ordt'l·. The 
house was a busy place with the womt'u prPparing dinner. 
And at night the grubbers would stay and takt' a hand in the 
da1we, after a day's hard work. 



Leah Kelly Rock. 
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LEAH KELLY ROCK, 

ThP fourth daughter and youngest child of JamPs a!l(l Cath­
erine Kelly, was bom in Fleming County, Kenturky, near 
Flemingsburg, August 7, 1806. At tlw age of two p'ars. she 
came to Springfield, Ohio. with lwr pan,nts. Slw was mar­
riPcl to Thomas Rock. July 3, 183~!. hy Reulwn )Iiller. J. P. 
Thomas Rock was a blacksmith hy trade. Tlwy sdtlPCl in 
GrPen Township. on tlw olcl Clifton Road. m0 ar the honw uf 
her pari:'nts. At this writing tlw huusP is still stmHling. T" 
them ,ven" born two daughters-Xancy awl Trnnquillina. 

Xancy Rock marriP<l Dadd Crabill. To tht'!ll wt•n· horn 
one son and onP daug·htL'r-Thomns and Em1nn. Thunins 
Crabill, Jr. marriPd LizziP Dmmur. all([ ;;l"fth·<l ll<·ar S1Jri11g­
field, Ohio: Emma Crabill nrnrriPd Alh<·rt Gnrlonglt a11d had 
two sons, and settled Ut'ar Springfid<l. Ohiu. 

Tranquillina Rock ma1-riPcl Harry ,Jolrnso11, awl sdtlecl 
near Cedarville, Green County. To tlwm Wt'l'\' horn six chil­
drPn-Thomas. Leah. ClrnrlPs ,John. G<'m},t' Lulla. :\fory all(l 
Lama. 

Larna Johnson married \Ym. Xorthrnp, of (\,darville. 
LPah Rock died July 17, lt:147, i11 her forty.first year, and 

was buried in Columbia Street Cenwtt>ry, Springfidd. 
Her family consisted of hvo children, eight grandchil­

dren and two great-gramlchilclrPn. 

LEAH AND THE BEAR. 

Leah Kelly Rock and .Mahaln Kelly, a niece of her's, 
who was some two years younger, in tht>ir childhood, onp day 
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took a stroll through the woods, and when about one-half 
milP west of Leah Kelly's home they heard a noise and 
stopped and loohd up. Just within a few feet of them stood 
a black bear on his hind feet. They both screamed and 
started for home. :.\Iahala, being the swiftest on foot, soon 
outran her aunt, who was calling to her to stop until she could 
C'atch up. Thomas, Leah's brother, hearing them, got the 
gun and met them, but did not go far until he killed the bear. 





Descendants of James Kelly, Sr., 

BY FAMILIES. 
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.JA)[E:-- KELLY. :--R.. 

BY LUIILIES. 

,James K,·11,v.-Twt•ln· ('hil(lre11. 
Ra('hel Kdly KirpatriC'k DrisC'ol.~-Xi!l(• children. thirty­

thn0t· ,l!nmclchilclren. sixty-fin• ,!2.T,·nt-,l!nlIHlchikln°11: total. one 
hull(lrt·d all([ :cwn•n. 

Jos,·ph KPlly.-ElP\"('!l childrvn. (·ighty-st'VPll grand­
chilclrPJL two htmdn·cl a11d t·ighty-thn•(• ,µ:n•at-,µ:ranclC'hildren, 
<Hlf' lrnmln•cl flll(] SPYP11ty-(me µ:rent-L1:n·nt-granclchilclrP11, two 
grPat-gn•at-gn•at-,l!nt11<khilclrP!l: total fin· hu11cln•d ancl fifty­
four. 

,John Kelly.-Four children, twenty-eight grandchildren 
ancl eighteen great-grandchildren: total, fifty. 

Thomas Kelly.-Twelw children. fifty-six grandchildren, 
sixty-seven great-grandchildren and fiw great-great-grand­
c hildren: total, one h unclred and forty. 

Francis Kelly.-t,ix children. 
Leah Kelly Rock.-Two children, ten grandchildren and 

two great-grandchildren: total, fourteen. 
Stewart Kelly.-Two children, eighteen grandchildren 

and twenty-four great-grandchildren: total, forty-four. 
:Mary Kelly :Mulhollin.-Four children. eleven grand­

children and four great-grandchildren: total, nineteen. 
The total number of James Kelly's descendents, up to 

1898, was nine hundred and thirty-three. One son's family 
has not been found. 
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KELLY DESCENDANTS ABROAD. 

The following states have some of James Kelly's descend­
ents: Alabama, California, Kentucky, Indiana, Iowa, Illi­
nois, Ohio, Kansas, Nebraska, .Montana, ·washington, ·Wis­
consin. Missouri, and one in the Klondike. 

THE GRANDCHILDREN 

Of James Kelly, nmv living, are: 
"-illiam C. Kelly.-Age, seventy-eight years. 
Oliver S. Kelly.-Age, seYenty-four years. 
Xancy Kelly Printz.-Age. seventy-four years. 
Phoebe Driscol Creighton.-Age, seventy-five years. 
::\fartha Kelly Hutchinson.-Age. sixty-seven years. 
Leah Kelly Selsor.-Age. sixty-one years. 
LO\·isa Kelly Brock.--Age. sm-enty years. 
Xancy Rock Crabill.-Age. fifty-eight years. 
Tranquillina Rock ,Johnson.-Age fifty-six years. 
This list was made in April. lt-1~8. 
Julia Driscol Tay !or died May Hi, }8gg, aged seventy­

five years . 
. James 0. Kelly died ,January Hi, moo. 





The Kelly Golden Weddings. 
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THE KELLY GOLD EX \VEDDI:N(ci-~. 

It would seem proper at tlw close of this part of the his­
tory of James Kelly to mah mention of the golden weddings 
of the third generation, as we find that six of the first cousins 
lived to celebrate their golden weddings. 

The first was that of Mahala Kelly Sparrow, the daughter 
of ,Joseph Kelly. She married ,John Sparrow, :\larch 22, 
1827. So, on the 22d of :\larch. ltii'"i, they celt•brated this 
event at their home in Clifton. Ohio. she being in the sen°n­
tieth year of her age. 

The second one was that of Catherine Kell_\· Sparrow. 
the daughter of ,Joseph Kelly. Her marriage to Richard 
Sparrow occurred February 2t:J. It,2:-:. This eYent they cele­
hrated at their home, near Ligoner, Indiana. February 2ti. 
1878, she being in her sixty-eighth year. 

The third was that of Lurena Kelly Teach, she being the 
daughter of Joseph Kelly. Her marriage to Daniel Teach 
occurred November 2"i, 183S. This event they celebrated at 
their home, near Eagle City. Clark County, Ohio. she being 
in her seventy-fourth year. 

The fourth was that of \Villiam C. Kelly, the son of 
Joseph Kelly. He married Maranda C. Dudley, February 9, 
1843. This event they celebrated February 9, 1893, at their 
home in Green Township, Clark County, Ohio, he being in 
his seventy-fourth year. ' 

The fifth was that of Oliver S. Kelly, the son of John 
Kelly. He married Ruth Ann Peck, December 23, 1847. 
This event they celebrated December 23, 1897, at the Arcade 
Hotel, Springfield, Ohio, he being in his seventy -fourth year 



HI,';TORY OF THE KELLY FA:'.\IILY. 101 

The sixth was thnt of James Ogden Kelly. the son of 
Thomas Kelly. He married Clarissa Brockway. June 8, 184:8. 
This en•ut they celehratnl June 8.1898, at their home in Sparta, 
\Yisconsiu. he being in the sernnty-eighth year of his age. 





The Kelly War Record. 
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THE KELLY 'YAR RECORD. 

On sending to the Pension D,,lJilrtnwnt flt \\'a,-hingtou, 
D. C .. I rPc-eived the following reply: 

,Y--1.smxc~Tox. D. C .. Oc-toh,•r 2". 1::-;\1::,;. 
Srn :-Replying to your rec,·nt c·omurnniC'n tiun. you are 

ach-isecl that ,James Kelly made nn npplic-atio11 fur lH:'llsiun u11 

October J. l:l:3:?. at whic-h time he wRs ,-;1cn'11ty-ni11P yenrs of 
age. aml residing in Clark Cuunty. Uhiu. mHl hi,; pension 
wac; allowt'cl for two _vt"ars' actual ,;en-ic·e n~ a lil'iYate in the 
Yir,Ldnia troops during the R8\·olutiunar_,- \\'ar. .-\ part 1Jf 

the timP he served under Captnin Scott ancl Culunel C:hb:-un. 
PlRC'e of enlistment, ::\fo11ongalin Count.L \'irginia. 

His wi,lu,L Cntheri1w. made appliC'ntio11 a1Hl l"PC'ein_,d 11 

pension for tlw sen-iC't· of lwr hushancl n,; ah,n-,• :-;et forth. 
Yery res1>eetfnlly. 

,J. L D_\ ,.E:'\P()f{T, 

R. T. KELL't. Acting Cum111issio1tt•r. 
Springfiel<l. Ohio. 

Thust' who are loYers of their cuuntry, lh·light in looki11p: 
owr tlw 1rnmt's of those who dared to tnk,0 their liYes i11 their 
hands to defend the cause of their helovecl country. I shall 
now eudeaYor to place the names of all ,dw have nnswered 
their <'ountry"s call, from James Kelly. ~r .. down through his 
posterity. to the present time. 

Of the Revolutionary servicP of James Kelly. I gave n11 
account in the beginning of this book. I am truly thankful 
and proud that my great-grandfather ,ms a soldier in a Cduse 
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tlrnt liwl fur its lll<>tto: ·· Equal Rights for ~lll; .. and Wt'. the 
desc,,rnlants of these forefathers. should ever cherish in our 
m,·mories ,gratitu\le fur the blessings that we now enjoy. Of 
his ,·i,d1t ,-;u11,-: hP had four who took part i11 the \\'ar of 1Kl2 
-,foS\'l)h. Thu111ac: . .Tolin and Xathan Kelly. Of tlwse I hnn, 
made mention in the histury of each. 

ThP next war that cnnw. was that with )Iexico. in 1~±7-"J::,. 
wlwn Trnnum Kelly. the son of Xatlwu Kt>lly, t'ntf,recl the 
sen-i(·P iltl(l rernaiuecl 1rntil the du,-:e of tlw \Var. 

Tl1t' f,ill"\l"ill,tL' are ,1.!"l'l'at-,grnndsu11,-: uf ,James Kelly. Sr.: 

Iii l"iil. wli,,11 Abraham Lincul11 111adt• hi,; first call. Eli 
C. .T,,J1n,-;<>n. tlw \.!'rn11dsun ,,f .f,,sevl1 Kelly. enlistetl i11 thP 
lfith < >. \'. L :tuil ,1·a,-: i11 th,· hattll'ci uf Lanrel Hill. Phillipi 
and (']1,·at Hi1·<'1•, H,, ,-:ern,d three 11tu11th;;. 

1 11·ill hen' ,-;tntc' 1 !tat -T()s<c•l)lt Kelly lu1tl elt'\'\'11 grnnd;;,,11,-: 
in tlte \\"ar d l"!il-"1i.i. Th .. _1· i\re the ,-;on,-: of -Tacoli Kelly. 
Xum·.1· l{,,lh· -l<>hll,-;u11. )falrnla Kelly Sparr"w nwl Cntherin" 
K ,, U,- ~ parru "-. 

,Jame,-: Kelly enkrt>cl sefl'iC',' August. !Hfi2. He lw-

lnuge<l t" thP J li)th 0. Y. I.. ancl was in sixteen hattles­
\Yi1tchec:ter. Huppiag Heights. Locust (+ron•. }line Run. 
\Yilcl, •nwss. SputtRy h·anin. Gaines· }I ills. Col< l Harbor ( w hert' 

h" wa,-; mmlllletl. a hall entering his right breast. and. follow­

iu.,r tlw rib aromHL C',une out at the shoultler 1. \Yinchester. 
Fliut Hill. Fi,-;her's Hill. Cedar Creek. Sailor·s Run ( wournlecl 

in the legs 1. Bull Ran. Sneaker·s (-i-ap and Petersburg. Ht" 
was at Xew York in l~fi,l. during tlw clraft riot. and c-arne 

ho.me at the close uf the war. 

List of h1ttles in which ,John Sparrow. the son of Cath­
erine Kelly Sparrow. was engagell: Port Republic, \'a.: 
Cedar }fountain. Ya,, ( at this battle he was wounded): An­

fo,tam. :Md.: Dumfries,\' a.: Ohancellorville, Va.: Gettysburg, 
Pa.: Kelly's Ford, Ya.: Lookout Mountain, Tenn.: Mission 
Ridge. Ga.: Ringgold, Ga.: Millcreek Gap, Ga.: Resacca, 
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Ga.: Cosville. Ga.: Dallas. Ga.: Pine Hill. Ga.: :\Iomlay 
Cret>k. Ga.: Bald Knob. Ga.: PeaC'htret> Creek. Ga. 

Hf:'luy Kelly answert>d to the '· Hundred Day·· call in 
18fi-!. His C'ompany was stationed at Camp Dennison. 

Rid1ard Sparrow entert>d the servirn in ,Jmrnar)'. 18!\.!. as 
a rt>cruit for the 110th Regt.. 0. Y. I.: was in tlw battles of 
the \Yilclerness, Cold Harbor, Bt>rllllHla Hundred. Petersbnr_g. 
\Yheltlun Railroad, ( here he \\·as wounded in the great hw.) 

.Absalom Sparrow also helongl0 d to tlw 110th Regt.. 0. Y. 
I. Died at City Point. ,July 2. lt-ifiJ. 

Tlw following named sohliers wPrt' the sons of Catherine 
Kelly Sparrow: 

,John Sparrow helongPcl tu the fifith 0. ,~. I.: wa;; at the 
battle of .Antietam when his regiment came out with thirteen 
men. the rt>st killed. woundell or missing. He \\'HS in nine­
teen battles. 

Emory Sparrow belonged to tlw Hith Ohiu Batter:', and 
was stationt>d at Gree1rdlh·. near X ew Orleans. and sen-ed 
eightet>n months. 

,Jacob Sparrow was in tht> Civil \Yar. He died from 
wounds reC'eived at the battle at Fort Fisher. He had both 
legs shot off at the thighs, and his right arm at the shoulder. 

Elisha belonged to thP 17th Ohiu Battery, and was at the 
siegt> of }Iobile. 

David Sparrow served iu the Civil \Var. He belong-Pd to 
an Indiana regiment. 

'Philip Marion Johnson served three years in the Civil 
\Var. He was with General Grant, at \~ic-ksburg, and also 
with him before Richmond and Petersburg. HP belonged to 
au Indiana regiment. 

I. C. Printz, the son of Athalinda Kelly Printz, served 
under the "One Hundred Day" call, and was stationed at 
Camp Dennison. 

Nathan K. Taylor, the son of Catherine Kirkpatrick Tay­
lor, served three months and in the 168th 0. V. I., under the 



HISTORY OF THE KELLY FA~IILY. 107 

•• Hundred Day·· call. He aftnwards enlisted m Company 
E, ltlJth 0. V. I. 

Samuel. '\Yilliam and James Kirkpatrick, the sons of 
Hugh Kirkpatrick. served in the Civil "\Yar. Samuel and 
"\Yilliam each served six months as teamsters. Afterwards 
they served in Company K. ln8th 0. V. I., under the" Hun­
dred Day .. call. They afterwards enlisted in Company E, 
18-!th 0. V. I. ,James served three years in the 3d 0. V. I., 
Company D. }Iusteted in ,June 11. 1861: was made corporal 
June 13. lt-<Hl: was with the regiment in all its engagements, 
and was mnstere,l out ,June 21, 186-!. 

Tlw great 0gnmdson-in-laws. who serve,l in the "\Var of 
lt-<Hl- 'fi0. an° as fullmn;: 

,Tnnws B. Finh·y. the hushand of Charlotte Sparrow Fin­
ley. He helon,ged to Company I, 110th Regt., 0. V. I., and 
diPd iu sen·ic,· . 

. -\.,·,,ry G-riffith. the husband uf Sarah C. Sparrow Griffith, 
belungPrl ttJ Cumprmy I. 110th Regt.. 0. ,-. I., and was killed 
iu the battle hdore Peterslmrg. }larch 2,"J, 1865. 

,Jl'remiah Griffith. the husband of Luranea Kelly Griffith, 
belonged to the llith Ohio Battery, stationed at Greenville, 
Louisiana. 

,James Patten. t!H-• hm;band of Susana Sparrow Patten, 
serTed threP years in tlw CiYil "\Yar. in the n6th 0. V. I.: was 
in nineteen hattlt>s. 

,John Ropp. the husband of Sarah ,Jane Kelly Ropp, 
served in the JJth Regt, 0. V. I., and 8th Ohio Cavalry. 

These had married the great-granddaughters of James 
Kelly, Sr.. before the war began; hence, I have assigned them 
this hit of history. 

,Just here I will give the experience of Joseph Kelly, Jr., 
in tlw \Yar of 1861-'G5. He had just passed his sixteenth 
year, in December, and on the 21st day of February, 1864, he 
enlisted as a recruit in the 110th Regt., ·O. V. I., and joined the 
regiment a few days after. He there met his brother 
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,Jrn1H'"· "-h() had Pnlist,·d ,·i.s:·lite,·11 11111JLth,-; h,.f"re. ;1wl 11:-- this 
rP,£.dm,·nt ,,·as in th,, ,.\_rrny <>f tlw J>"t"nrnc·. h,,. 1,·itlt "tlters. 
saw ,;,•Yeral hard l1attl,•,:;. h,· lH•iH,u· in :--Pn·11h•,,J1 battle>,-;. Th,-, 
tlrst mi;; i11 the \YildPnH•,-;;;: th,·11 ~putt,;ylrnllia. C'c,]d Hnrb,,r. 
G-airn•:-;· ::Hilb. Bern1rnla Hundred. P,·t,•r,:;huru· . ..\Jr)lllJ<·ncy 

,Jmwti<Jll. Clwr],,;;tCJU. :-;mith,·illP. \rillf'ile-;ter. Fli11t Hill. 
Fi;;h,-r·s Hill. Cedm· Cr,,,,k. ~lleaker·,-- ( i nJ ,. -- 1',·1 ,,r,-;l 1nrc:· . ..\11:rclt 

~5. 1:---li.i: ~nil"r·,- Rnn «wl J',,t,·r,-;Lnn..:· .. \pril 1. l "1:.\ H,, 
'"H" rnu:--ten•d "nt i11 .Tune. lmt ,lid HIit ,:ni,·,, )i,,111e 1111til i11 
,Jul.1·. In all <Jf t11,,,-;,, linttlc>,-; he 11p1·,,r n•t•pi1· 1·d 11 ,-;,•rntc-11. H 1 • 

ca111,· n'ry 11,•nr l1t•iug· tnk,·11 pri,;,,11,•r. i11 t11,• l'•·ll't'!lt fr,,111 
..\It111t1t•1wy .Ju1wti"1t t,, Billtim,;n•, a1Hl ;;t t111<· ti111,· b:id lii,, 

hnYPr:--nck ,-;lHJt 11tf. lem·iw.t ln11 111,· :--tr,:p tli;:t )1u11:.:· w-r, "" iii.-: 
· ;;!t,,uhl,·r. lH it w,•n· l1i,, tltr,-.· ,!,,_1·~· rnti 1 'l1" 11·11i,·l1 ]1,· ;u1d 

,iu:--t r,•cei_q,(l l><•ft1r,· h,· 11·, 11t i11t11 t\i,, ti'. . ."11t l\u1 tl1,- h,y,; 

,;Ji,1red ,,·ith lii111, 
\\-hen at Cc-ld Harh<1r. tit<· ncl1·n1[(' 1 ·•! 1,i,·J;,,t" ,1·,,uld c:·11 

lm('k ,-;11111,• cli,:;t111u·,, fr.:111 tlH• pi<·kl'I li11P 111 pr,·1•::r,· 1:1 1 ·ir 111<',',l" 

---111"stl)· '" 1w1k,· ('()tr,•,·. ( )11 ti1i,- '"''',t"it111 .J, ,,,•1il1 !tad 
,-;tarted fl tir,· nud hnd 1,lnc1·d l1i,; <'ll]! ,,f ,., ,tr,,,, n11d 1rnt,·r ,,11 it. 
:111d l1i;; thn•1' <.·,,rnrad1°,; ,.;to,JLl li~- \\'Ht('lti11u·. c\,-; Ji,, ,,·n,-; c[c,11·11 

hl,iwin~ tlie tin· and ,l!:l'tting it ,-;tnrtPd lli('1•ly. 11·lu·11 lu• lrnd 
jn,-.t raise<l hin1,;,•lf np. a minui,· hnll 11·,,11t tlm,nd1 111<• 1·n11. 
X"t thinking of the danl[L'l' h,, had IH·1•Jl in ju;;t a 111i11ut,· h,,_ 
fure. in his passion lw kick,·d th,· <'ll]> aJl<l t()llk ,rnt,·r t't1r tlwt 

m,·nl. 
He said that hP oft1·ll thought if tlwr•· wn,-; m1ytliillg ,·xtrn 

tu <lo .. Kdly had to bP in it, Th,,n, w,·re thre,· lrnll(lrnl nwu 
detailed out of the 110th. 121;.t awl l~~d R\·,s£illll'llt;; tu go 
and tc>ar up th1c· 'IYhc•ldon Railroad. aud h1· wns OIH' uf the 

numlwr. 
tlw road. 

Tlw men marchc>d all night, and at dn)-light n·nC"lwd 
They went to work tl'aring up tht> track. and as 

soon as tlw work was done,, retrentnl, and on n·aching· n viece 
of timber, the commander called n halt fur tlw night, hut 
would not lPt them make any fin .. s, so tlwy ah .. a supper of 
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hardtack and nnv meat. and wrapped up in their blankets. 
Kelly said he had one of the best night's rests he ever enjoyed, 
but un uncowring his head he found that three inches of 
snuw had fallen <luring the night, and looking over the sleep­
ing camp, hl· said it loohcl much like a logging camp, after a 
light snow had fallt"n. 

Tlw list uf hatt1Ps in which ,James Patten, the son-in-law 
of Cat lwrine KPlly Sparrow, was engaged, is as follows: Port 
Republic. \-a.: CPllar ..\fountain. Ya.; Antietam, ..\Id.; Dum­
fri,·s. \-a.: Chanct•llon-ille, Ya.: Gettysburg, Pa.; Kelly's 
F,ml. \-a.: Luukuut ..\Iuuntain, Tenn.: ..\Iission Ridge, Ga.; 
Ringp:nl<l. (+n.: ..\IillC're,•k Gap, Ga.: Resacca, Ga.: Cosville, 
(-i-n.: Dc1llas. (-i-a.: Pine Hill, Ga.: :Monday Creek, Ga.; Peach­
tn·P C'n·,,k. (-i-a. H,0 \Vas wounded at Cedar ..\fountain, Va. 





Kellyiana. 



112 HI,-;ToHY OF THE KELLY F.DIIL Y. 

IXTERE~TIXG IXCIPEXT~ .\XI> 

\Y\· twg lPaYP ti) mak\· lll\'llti,ill .,f 1..,.,\·i1rn Kdl~· Tulaud. 

tlw danµ:ht\·r of "\Ylll. C'. Kdly. Lm·i1rn Huirried ,Ja111,•,-; B. 
Tulaml, ,Jaunnry ~~. l~(i'.I, mid lin-d in Illin, ,is until t lw ~1,rin_g 
uf l""i+. TJu,_L with t,n, littl\· r·liildrt·li. i11 ,1 , . .,,·,·red 11·;1_µ:,,11. 

startl0 1l for tlw \\'~>,-;t. and in ,fmw tlwy la11d,•1I i11 ,f,·11,·ll ( ·,,uuty. 

Kansas. Th,·~· i\1 <Jill'<' tc",k np n ,-;qrn1tt,·r·."' l'l,1i111 «f 11w• 

hnwln·,l nnd ;;ixty af'n•,.; "f lnud. Th,,_,. li,·,·d uud1·r t lit>,., 1Y1•r 

l)f th,· m1gou fill' thn•,· m"nths. By t}1i,-; ti11t1· th,·.1· !tad tl1,·ir 

tlngout finislwd. Tl1t·ir 111·111'\'c'l 11t·igli l>llr li1·,,,l tlm·1· lllil,·s 

off. Thi,-; year tlH· grnsshll]!]l\'I',-; ,1t1• ll]J :di they lwd rni,-;1•1l: 

lt,•Jlt·,·. thl-' fullowiug ,n-·Hr \1·ns n hard 11ne. 11111 h,•in_g d1·t1·r­

ll!i1ll':1 t,, ((l]l•['.H'L 1:H·y rlant1·1'. i11 t}I(' Spri11g t,:,•il' ('l'<>lJ 11f 

c·on1. Tllis tinw t1.1,·y ,-;nt·t·(•t•d,·d i11 rni,-;in_g ti11• i'l'up. TlH· 

fulluwi1t_g \Yi1tter thPir uul~· ,-;cm di,·tl ,dth diptli1·rin. Tlll· 

fulluwi11g Sunrnwr a prairi,0 tin• lirllk1• unt. hnt t hPy ,-;nct·1·,•dt•tl 

ill sayiug their huildiHg;;. 11·ltieh c·1111,-;i,-;t1·tl "f ,-;tnlil(•,-;_ Tht>y 

tlw11 built a sucl huUS\'. Iu thi,-; tlH'Y lin·d f-'ull11· y,·m•,-;_ In 
tht' euurs,· of tinw thPy ht<<·anH· ali!P tu build a frantl' liunst'. 

Janies B. Toland, iu tlw latter vnrt of tlw t,mnnwr "f l~'i(i, 
came East, 01te hundred miles, to do thn•,-;hin,er. that he might 

lrnvP a little cash to med expensl-'s, but he at last succ\·PdPd 

in oyereoming the obstacll-'s mul has n ,wll imprornd farm. 

,James Kelly, the son of ,Jacob Kelly. was a soldier in the 

Civil "\Yar, was wounded twice, came home. and iu lt-170, 
while working on a gra-rnl bank. the bank can-cl in. burying 

him two feet under ground. By au earnest pffort of the men 
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he wa,.; resctwd alin·. but was C'onsiclerably bruised. He after­
war(ls mowd to Clifton. Ohio. and for a numher of years he 
C'arriecl the mail from Clifton to Cedarville, a distanee of four 
miles. In 18Hti. while on his route home, he got out of his 
vehidt> tn repair a slight break. when his horse kicked him 
and broke a limb. He managed to get in his buggy, drove 
two miles to his home. aml dPliYered the mail at the office. 
This eansed him to giYe up his routP . 

. fohn Kelly. the father of 0. S. Kelly. was born }larch 
H. liti~I. aml his hrutl1t0 r. Samuel. was born just two years 
later. "11 the sanw da.v uf the month. 

( Jf tht0 C'hikln·u horn to ,James Kelly, Sr., th,0 re were 
three births in the uwnth of .June. aml thn'E' d,0 aths in the 
same 1n"11th: the <lt•nth,.; uccurring 1:-::J'.'1. lt:IJ0 awl 1:--53. 

In the Thomas Kt•lly family then· werP brn births on tbP 
Jth tlny of .Tanuary--Charles. in lt::,JO. and RaC'hel. in 183.5 
Th"re ,1~,,re tmi dt'aths <>11 thP ~:-:th clay uf S,·ptembPr~-Hannah 
I(el!y Dudl,-y. 1:-:i~: .T"lumna E".Plly Ganws. in lt,H-!. 

Dm~id Sparr<1w. tlw son ()f Catlwrim· Kdly Sparrow, was 
hum August lU. lt,:Jfi. at six o·elock in tlw morning. Lurena 
K,,lJy (-i-ritfith. tlw <lauglttn of ,Ja('oh Kelly. was born the 
,-ame day. at :-ix (/<'luC'k iu tlw eyening. she being six lwurs 
yuuugPr thau lwr eousiu. Dad(l Sparrnw. 

< Jn "·m. C. KPlly",; sen,nty-seventh birthday, there was 
burn tu him a granddaughter. the motlwr bPing his <laughter, 
}lartha Kelly Bal1lwi11. The clay that lw was eighty years 
old. his danghtt,r, LoYina Kelly TolnncL visited him, after an 
absence of twenty-sewn years in tlw \\' est. 

RiC'harcl T. Kelly was E'lPcted ,JustiC'e of the Peace, in 
Gn,en Township, for tlw fourth time. In his sehool days he 
rPC'itecl mw geography lesson autl studied grammar four 
months. In the Winter uf 181i3. wlwn lw was sexton at Bethel 
.:\I. E. Chureh. Rev. ,J. S. Pumphrey was holding a revival 
meeting. Ht· one ewniug invited seekers of religion to come 
forwanl tothe altar. Xone came. There was a dog in the 
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house, and when prayer was otfc>red he would mount the altar 
bench and set up a howl, which was amusing to some, but 
mortifying to the minister, who said: ·' Brother KPlly, will 
you please take that dog out.'' Kelly seiz,,cl him by tlw back 
of the neck, and removed the mourner to the outside of the 
church, when' he had rm opportunity to seml up his pitiful 
howls undisturbed. 

,J. B. tlparrow. heretofore mentio11ed, in tlw early '-!O's 
bought a gun an<l loaded it in store on }Iain Street. Going 
south on what was then lfarket tltreet, and just north of 
when• the Little }Iiami Railroad cross,·s the· stre,·t. he shot 
the first squirrel with his new gun. it lwiug un a largP burr oak 

. tree. 
\Yhen R. T. Kelly was ,Justicc· of tht> PeaC'e. Briclg·et Col­

man had her husband arn·sted for assault. At fop trial he 
asked her to make a statement concen1ing the tronblP ;;,he and 
PPter had. After stating the C'aSl;, shP remarked: ·· :-;,,e. 
where lw bate llll": ancl how he hate me: aml the lu11ger lie 
hate me, the hardt>r lw struck me... \\'hPn Pd,·r was on the 
stand, Kelly noticed a frnih cut on his throat, and askl·d him 
how it came then•. Ht• answen•d: ·' That"s some of my 
doings: charge it up, ancl I"ll pay yez in tht' mornin' ... 

In the childrPn and grandchildn•n of ,Janws Kt'lly. Dr., I 
found but one case uf <livon·e in tlu0 forty-six marriagt·s. 

On July HI, 1899, Willie WissingPr. the son of CharlPs 
"Wissinger, who had gone with the Christ Church t,unday 
School on a picni<' ,•xcursion to RiversidP Park, near Quincy, 
Ohio, was drowned whilP bathing in the lake. Ht> was in his 
fourteenth year. 



Memorandum. 






