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KNAPP GENEALOGY 

INTRODUCTION 

ENEALOGY (Lat. and Gr. Genealogical; from Gr. Genos, race, and logos, discourse,) is the name ap­

plied to the science of the origin, sequence, and affinities of fa1nilies. Although in itself it is not of 

sufficient itnportance to rank as an independent science, yet in so far as it has to do with re1narkable 

and influential families, it forms a very important part of history. The former embraces the prindvles 

on which the science of genealogy is based, while ihe latter is occupied with tracing the course of particular fan1-

ilies themselves. To render perceptible to the senses the descent and relationship of individuals, genealogical ta­

bles are 111ade use of, ,vhose arrangement depends on the special purpose for which they are constructed. Usually, 

however, such tables begin with the earliest ancestor (Ger. Sta111mvater) of a family, from whom all the known 

n1cmbers of both sexes are traced in the order of descent. The importance of this branch of hu1nan knowl­

edge is, ho,vever, less obvious in a scientific than in a legal aspect, where it is concerned about the various 

:claims or pretensions of persons based on real or alleged relationship, more especially in regard to rights of sue-
. cession. 
It includes a con1plete chain of reference from the earliest ancest·or to the latest descendent, and if properly 

kept will prove legal authority in matters of law, while the pages for biography and fa1nily history will be ap­

preciated and of great interest to future generations. The number of privately printed genealogies which have 

already been issued, shows conclusively that the con1mendable pride of ancestry has a great hold upon Americans 

-as indeed it should have on anyone who values the r·eputation of the parents-and we should even continue 

the work by devoting to it a few hours each year. Thanksgiving days, reunions, and other family gatherings are ap­

propriate occasions for this duty. Fill every line under the printed headings, secure the signature of the fathers, 

arrange for the photographs and home illustrations, secure data for biographies, etc., remembering that the 

people living are the ones who should give the knowledge before they pass away, and their memory of dates and 

facts are lost forever. No man can expect to search the 111ist.y past for information when his ancestors have 

failed to keep an intelligent "Record of Events." 

I con1n1enced this work in 1883 with the intention o·i carrying 111y own ancestral line down. By referring to 

n1y number it will be seen I was only a boy. I did not realize what I was about to undertake; if I had I can as­

sure you I would have not had the courage to make the trial. Having had very little education, I would not have 

thought myself equal to the task. As I proceeded I found so many who wanted the work complete that I becan1e 

convinced ihat I was just the one to undertake it; so: having gotten deeply into the work I did not have coura;;e 

to quit it. As n1y circulars have said, I first intended to put it in book form, but on account of the great expense, 

in addition to what it had already cost me, I decided to furnish each family that was interested, their immediate 

line, leaving my co1nplete genealogical manuscript with the Public Library at Catskill, New York (my birth­

place), for future reference after I am gone. I feel well repaid for my years of work, having found it very interest­

ing and attractive. Commencing with t~e family in eastern 1\tiassachusetts, the to,vn, church and probate 

Records gave the inforn1ation I ,vanted. In this manner I followed it out in all of the New England States where 

such records are carefully kept. \Vhere these records had been destroyed by fire, I found my work much more 

difficult. In such cases I have had to depend upon Gravieyard and Probate Records, which, when taken together, 

have a great help in determining the different family connections. 1·he..y are all needed to prove the line, and 

,vere secured when possible. CHAS. R. KN APP. 



HISTORY OF KNAPP FA.MILY 
COA'"I, OF ARMS 

tM EPORTED from Herald's College·, London: The anns of a fa1nily are what a trademark is to a 
IR n1erchant. It is his own private property. It is generally expressive of some important principle or 

act. The origin of the anns of the Knapp fan1ily is given in English Heraldry. It describes the arms 
"-~~•~ of the Knapp family as used by John Knapp and his son John in 1600. It will be seen that the coat of 
;arms is very expressive and full of meaning. 

Origin and 1neaning of the figures and symbols used in Heraldic Emblazonment: 
I. 

The Shield proper is the object on which the arms are displayed. It 1nay be of any form, with this exception 
-the lozenge or diamond shape is the only form which ladies can use, and this is reserved for the1n. 

II. 
The Crest is a co1n1non adjunct to the Shield: and consists of an object or objects placed above it. 

III. 
The \i\Treath, or Torse, made of twisted ribbons of the two principal colors of the arms, and on which the 

Crest rests. 
IV. 

The I-Ieln1et, a well known object, which is- placed between the Shield and Crest, and resting upon the for­
mer. Many different forms are used, but the one most in use is that of an E$~Uire in profile, of steel, with the 
visor closed and turned to the right side of the Shield. -

V. 
The Mouthings, or Lambrequins, a small n1antle attached to the helmet, is generally represented of crin1son 

velvet, or silk lined with ennine, n1ore frequently- of the color of the arms, and is often cut or turned, giving the 
whole an irregular form. 

VI. 
The Motto, or Cre-de-Guerre, is a word or sentence upon a scroll, generally placed below the Shield. 
The Knapp arms are thus described in Burke,.s General Annory: 
(1) Or in chief (2) 3 close Heln1ets (3) Sable (4) in base a Lion (5) passant of the (6) last an ann (7) e1n­

bowed in Arn1or (8) ppr. (9) garnished (10) or the hand of the (11) first, grasping by the blade a broken arrow 
(12) argent. Hilt and pom1nel of the (13) second with a branch of Laurel (14) vert. 

1. Or-1'he heraldic term of gold. 
2. Close-Closed or shut. 
3. Sable-Black. 
4. Ba5e--1\t the lower part of the Shield. 
5. Passant-Passing or walking. 
6. 1"'hat is last color or n1etal mentioned, viz., Sable. 
7. E1nbowe<l-Bent. 
8. Ppr.-Contraction of Proper or National Color. 
9. Garnished--Orna111ental.. 

10. Or-Gold. 
11. First and Sccond-1'he first color 1nentioned in description of Crest, viz., Ppr, or Natural. 
12. 1\rgcnt-Silver. 
13. Second-\liz., Second Color, or Metal, n1entionecl, or Gold. 
14. Vert-Green. 
The shield and heln1ets clad in mail denotes a preparation for war. 
The shield on which the arms are displayed is gold, expressive of worth and dignity. 
The anns in sable or black denotes antiquity. 
The three heln1ets on the shield are acknowledgement fro111 high authorities of victories gained. 
'fhe hehnet which is placed between the shield and the crest, and rests upon the former, is an Esquire in 

profile of steel, with visor closed and turned to the right side of the shield. 
'fhe wreath borne away by the victor, as represented on the sword, is positive proof of laurels won and hon­

ors bestowed. 
The lion passant on the shield denotes courage or consciousness of strength, and yet walking quiet when 

not provoked or forced to defence. 
The ann that bears the broken sword indicates the character of the family. 
Though having fought in defence until the sword was broken, his courage does not fail. His arm is still up­

lifted, grasping the broken sword, and in the heat of battle he exclaims: "In God We Trust,'' which is the family 
motto, also translated "God is Our Hope." Latin, Spes. N ostra. Deus. 

The arms were granted to Roger de l(napp to commen1orate his success and skill at a tournament held in 
Norfolk about 1540, when he unseated three knights of great skill and bravery. .. 

There is another arms mentioned in Burke's General .L-\nnory-a Cross Gules bet,veen Four Roses, ppr., or 
Natural Color, given to Knapps of W oodcot, Oxford county, granted the 2nd of September, 1669. Sable, a Lion 
passant in chief, 3 Helmets, etc. 

N ote.-This last one is same as the first, with the colors reversed. 
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:l<,ey lo :l'amify ../lrms 

THE ARMS OF A FAMILY are expressive of honors conferred, and of laurels won, 

through deeds of noble daring. The Arms of the Knapp Family were granted to 

Roger de Knapp in the year 1540, during the reign of Henry VIII., to commemorate his 

skill and success at a tournament held in Norfolk, England, about the date above 

mentioned, in which he is said to have unseated three knights of great skill and bra­

very. The Arn1s of the family above referred to, are described and recorded, together 
. 

,vith a full account of the circumstances under which they were awarded, in Her-

ald's College, London. 

The name Knapp is a Saxon word, the root of which is spelled Cneop, signifying 

a summit or hilltop. It is claimed by good authority that the family were of German 

extraction prior to 1540, and in German the na1ne was spelled Knopp, being changed to 

Knapp by its English for.mation. They are recorded in Heraldry as being an English 

fatnily of great distinction. The Arms were retained as a mark of honor by John Knapp 

and his son John, descendants of Roger de Knapp, who lived in the seventeenth century. 

· The Coat of Arms is still held by the family as a precious memento of a worthy ances­

try. 

!lJescriplion of :7amil9 /4ms 
. 

The shield on which the Arms are displayed is gold, expressive of worth and dig-

nity; the Arms in· sable or black denote antiquity; the three helmets on the shield are 

acknowledge1nents from high authorities of victories gained; the Lion passant denotes 

bravery, magnanimity and conscious strength-his quiet walk when not 

forced to defense, is emblematical of the characteristics of the family. 

,vhich is placed . between the shield and the crest, and rests upon the 

provoked or 

The helmet, 

former, is an 

esquire in profile, of steel, with visor closed, and .turned to the right side of the shield. 

The crest or uplifted arm that bears the broken sword is indicative of zeal and enthusi­

asm. The wreath borne away by the victor, as represented on the sword, is positive 

proof of laurels won and honors bestowed. 

Family Motto: "Spes. N ostra. Deus." 
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DERI,TATION 0~' THE NAME 
KNAPP 
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I-IE NAl\,f E KN APP is derived fron1 a Saxon word, the root of which is spelled Cneop, signifying a sum­

mit, or hilltop. As John being the given na1ne, and living on a hill, he was called John of the 

I-Iill, and there being others of the same na1ne on the hill, and said John living on the sum­

mit or knob, he was called John of the Cneop or Knob. Subs~quently the preposition was omitted, 

for convenience sake, and he ,vas called John Cneop, as Saxon, John Knopp, the German formation, and in Eng-. 

lish, John l{napp. 

I also here give the theory presented by the late Hon. Judge Joseph Gillett Knapp of l\1adison, Wis., who 

says that the 11a1ne was originally spelled with one "p"-(Knap.) Fro1n this spelling you 1nay amuse yourself in 

a question of ethnography as to the meaning of the name and hence the derivation of the family, should you enter 

that branch of the history. You may discover enough to satisfy yourself whether it con1es from the Welsh 

,vord C-n-a-p, a hillock, the brow of a hill, as Lord Bacon has it, upon a Knap of ground, and gives from the for-

111cr location of son1e ancient progenitors, as we know other na1nes have been given. But yon may conclude it 

is derived. frotn the Norse ,vord l{nape, the Anglo-Saxon Cnape, or Cnaf e; the Dutch Knaab, the German I{nabe, 

the Icelandic l(napi, or the S,vedish I{napa, from some or all of ,vhich our o,vn word Knave is derived, and to 

,vhich you 111ay give the now obsolete meaning of that \Vor<l-a lad, boy, servant, attendant, esquire. When you 

shall have detennined those points, if you ever do, you ,vill then be able to detern1ine whether the family came 

direct frorn the hills of \Vales to Connecticut, among any of the Puritans, or fron1 Saxony with William the Con-
' queror as an attendant to one of his knights. I have no settled opinion, but inc-line to the \Velsh theory. 
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tt 

KNAPPS 

HE KNAPP FAMILY was originally from Saxony, a province of Germany. By some people they 

are regarded as Germans; by others of Saxon origin, but their early history, in England, leads 1nost 

of the descendants to fix their nationality as Anglo-Saxon, or English. Early in the· fourteenth cen­

tury we find a family of influence living at Bristol, in the south of England, a citizen of pron1inence 

bearing this 11ame. 

Again, Knapp was the name of an ancient gentle fa111ily living at Eerkes, England, a branch of wl1ich two 

.centuries ago ca1ne into possession of the Manor of Little Linford, Buckcs. However, we learn from the Hun­

dred Rolls that the name Knapp occurred in Berkes six centuries ago. A list of landholders in Drayton, Buck· 

inghamshire, England, in the seventh year of the reign of Edward I., 1279-80, says that John Knapp has an es­

tate and pays taxes to the amount of 6 ores. 

During the reign of Henry VIII. a tournament was held in Norfolk, England, 1540, in which Roger ~e 

Knapp participated, and by his great skill, it is said, unseated three knights of great skill and bravery, and for so 

doing was presented by the king. The arms in commemoration of which has been handed down to his family. 

In the fifteenth century the Knapps were people of wealth and position in Suffolk, England. Robert 

I(napp of Needham mentions t\vo sons, Edward Knapp of Hintlesha1n, in Suffolk county, and John Knapp, who 

resided at N e,v Place, in Stokes, near Ipswich. He married Martha, only daughter of Richard Blois of Grundes­

burgh, the ancestor of the present Sir Charles Blois. 

In John S. Cotn1an's "Sepulcher Brasses of Norfolk and Suffolk," \Tol. II., Plate 38, near the end of the vol­

t1111e, is a very fine brass in the men1ory of John Knapp. The inscription is as follows: "Here lyeth the body of 

John Knapp, n1erchant and postman of this town of Ipsw·ich, who dyed ye second day of Maye, Ann. 1604, and 

had issue by l\Iartha, his wife, four sons and eight daughters." The na1nes of the parents and twelve chil­

dren, with the coat of anns, are finely engraved. 

In the church of St. Peters, at Ipswich, the following note \iv-as found: "John Knapp and l\tiartha, his wife, 

1604." 

The fan1ily were 111erchants of note at Ipswich, and branches of the fa1nily established themselves at Hin­

tleshein1, vVashbrook and elsewhere in Suffolk and at E linghan1, Norfolk. 
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HISTORY OF JOHN WINTHROP AND SIR RICE-JARD 
SALTONSTALL COLONY 

On the preceding pages, it will be noticed that while I have given a general outline of the family in England, 

J have not attempted to trace the family beyond their arriYal in this country. 

Fron1 the forn1er government of the Puritan Colony in England, it ,vas thought necessary to remove the char­

ter to l\fassachusetts, and such a ren1oval was advisable on other grounds. The charter contained no guarantee 

for the religious freedon1 of the colony, and the king 111ight at any n1on1ent seek to interfere with this, the 1nost 

precious right of the Puritans. The only way to escape the evils which the con1pany had reason to dread "'-as, for 

th,~ governing council to change its place of n1eeting from England to l\Iassachusetts, ,vhich the charter gave it au­

thority to do. On the twenty-sixth of August, 1629, John vVinthrop, Isaac Johnson, Tho1nas Dudley,.Richard Sal­

tonstall and eight others, n1en of fortune and education, 111et at Ca1nbridge and bound themselves by sol~mn 

agree1nent to settle in New England if the whole governn1cnt of the Colony, together with the patent, should be 

legally transferred to that region before the end of Septe1nebr. On the twerity-ninth of the month the court took 

the decisive step and ordered that the government and patent shoul<l be settled in N evv England. This was a bold 

step, but its legality was not contested by anyone, and it rnade the governn1ent of the colony independent of con­

trol by any power in England. 

The officers of the colony were to be a governor and eighteen assistants. On the twentieth of October a n1eet­

ing of the court was held to choose them, and John Winthrop ,vas elected governor for one year. It was a fortu­

nate selection, for \,\rinthrop proved hin1self for many years the n1ainstay of the colony, sustaining his co1npanions 

by his cahn courage and setting them a noble exan1ple in his patience, his quiet heroisn1 and devotion to the ,vel­

fare of others. Ile seen1ed to find his greatest pleasure in doing good, and his liberality acted as a check upon 

the bigotry of his associates and kept the1n in paths of greater n1odcration. 

Efforts were n1ade to send over new settlers to Massachusetts, and about a thousand en1igrants, vvith cattle, 

horses and goats, were transported thither in the season of 1630. Early in April Gov. \Vinthrop and about seven 

hundred en1igrants sailed fron1 England in a fleet of eleven ships. l\Iany of then1 ,vere "tnen of high endown1ents of 

large fortunes; scholars, well versed in the learning of the ti111es; clergy111en ,vho ranked an1ong the best educat­

ed and 111ost pious of the realtn." They reached Salen1 on the t,velfth of June, after a voyage of t,venty-one days 

and were gladlv welcon1ed by the settlers, who1n they found in great distress fr-0111 sickness and a scarcity of pro-, 

visions. .About eighty had died during the vvinter, and 111any vvere sick. There ,vas scarcely a fortnight's supply 

of food in the settlen1ent, and it was necessary to send one of the ships back to England at once for a supply of 

prov1s1ons. 

Sale1n did not please the newcon1ers and settle111ents vvcre 1nade at Lynn, Charlestown, N ewto,vn, Dorchester, 

Roxbury, l\Ialden and Watertown. The governor and a large part of the en1igrants settled first at Charlestown, 

but at length, in order to obtain better water, crossed over and occupied the little tri-111ountain peninsula of Shaw-

1nttt. To this settlen1ent ,vas given the natne of Boston,in honor of the town in Lincolnshire, in England, which 

had been the ho1ne of the Rev. John Wilson, who beca111e the pastor of the first church of Boston. The location was 

central to the whole province, and Boston beca111e the seat of governn1ent. \\Then the year for ,vhich the first 

coionial officers had been chosen expired a new election ,vas held. and Gov. vVinthrop and all the old officers ,vere 

re-elected. 

A111ong the emigrants brought over in this fleet by \i\!inthrop and Saltonstall were \Villia1n and Nicholas 

l{nap, who settled at Watertown, Mass. 



8 
WILLIAM KN AP 

1. William Knap, the elder of the two brothers, was born in England about the year 1578. He was married 
in England; of his ,vife's name I can find no mention, but by her he had seven children; she died before 1630, as 
he came to this country a wido,ver. The earliest menti-on found of vVillian1 Knap of England ,vas in Bos­
ton ,1:Iass., at the court of aessssment holders, 30th of Noven1ber, 1630, when it was ordered that "whosoever 
should ernploy William Knap or his sons in any work should pay the one-half of their ,vages to Sir Richard Salton­
stall, and whosoever buyeth boards of them shall pay one-half of the price to Sir Richard Saltonstall, the money to 
be paid until both of then1 are satisfied.".-Dated 22d of 11Iarch, 1630-1. 

"It appears by Sir Richard Saltonstall's vote of dispersements that William Knap owed him the sum of 19e 
\T &-s .. as ~-as p·r~ented to the court by Richard Brown and Ephria1n Childs, being n1en indifferently chosen betwix 
thetn to 1nind ye thereof."-1\!Iass. Records. 

This sum must have been loaned vVilliam Knap for passage for hi1nself and fa1nily over in 1630, and by this 
111eans he was able to pay it back. 

\\lillian1 Knap settled pern1anently in Watertown, Mass., and -vvas grantee of seven lots, and purchaser of one, 
a1nounti11g in .all to about one hundred and seventy acres·. " 

T'here are in the \Vatertown· records many items relating to hi111, showing that he ,vas carpenter, sexton, 
pound keeper and farn1er. He was also owner of lands in 1636 and 163~'. 

Ile married between the years 1655 and 1658 for his second ,vife l\Irs. Priscilla Acres, widow of Thomas Acres 
of vVatertown, 11ass. 

The will of Willian1 Knap n1entions his sons Willia1n, John, Ja1nes, and daughters Elizabeth, Mary, Ann and 
Judith. It was ,vitnessed by Richard Beers, Richard Blois and Nathaniel Saulisbury. (It will be here noted that 
vVillian1 Knap's 1nother ,vas Martha Blois, daughter of Richard of Grun des burgh, England.) 

Middlesex county deeds, vol. 2, page 201-3, says "he died intestate and his estate was divided by order of the 
court." Perhaps .the will was set aside because it was 1nade before his last marriage, dated the 15th of October, 
1658 . 

.t\d1nnistration on the estate was granted to Ephrian1 Childs, Richard Beers and Priscilla Knap, his widow. 
The next April she was released from the adn1inistration. Ilis will dated 1655 was proved the fifteenth of Oc­
tober, 1658, an9- made no record of his wife, but in settling his estate, however, his ,vidow received one-third, be­
side a debt due her for a su1n of money loaned to him before marriage, when she ,vas the ,vidow, Priscilla Acres. 
Dec. 16, 1658, the constable of Watertown, 1\Iass., was ordered by the courts to deliver to widow I{nap her chest 
and other things which John I(nap had detained from her by attachn1ent. Dec. 16, 1662, Ephriam Childs and Ser­
geant Beers were discharged fro1n the ad1ninistration of \i\Tillian1 Knap, and John Coolridge and Henry Bright 
were appointed in their places. Most of the estate of William Knap passed from the possession of his heirs to 
that of Nathaniel Coolridge. 

On Aug. 31, 1658, an inventory of all the estate of W illia1n Knap, late of Watertown, deceased, by us whose 
natnes are here written, of the day and year above mentioned. 

\Villia111 Knap's Inventory: 
£ 

2 pair brechers, 1 jacket and 1 old shirt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 table . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
2 forn1s, 1 chayre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... . 
4 wedges, 2 beetle wings .. r. • • • • • • • .. • • • • •. • • • • •• • • • • • .. • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ....... . 

1 ha1111ner, 1 shave, a pr. of pinsers, and old iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
1 grid-iron, a pr. of tongs, pr, col. irons, 1 spitt, 1 fry pan .................................... . 
t iron pots, 2 pr. pot hooks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
1 hal board, 1 stnoothing iron, 1 spett, 1 frying pan . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
2 kettles, 2 skellets, 1 ladle . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ......... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
8 pewter dishes, 2 qt. pots, 4 cups, 2 salts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Some other old pewter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
1 pounding tub, 1 barr, 2 rubs, 1 pole .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . ........................ . 
3 wooden cups, 12 trenches, lb .. ledweight . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
1 spinning wl1eel, a real . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
l bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
1 cub board, 1 chest, 1 box, 1 table . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
1 feather-bed, 1 bolster, 1 pillo,v, 1 coverlet....................... . . . .. . • . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1 flocke, 1 bolster, 1 pillow, 1 blanket, old covering, and a bed-st'ead .......................... 1 
1 table, 1 fonne, 3 old tubs, 3 trays, 1 earthen pan, 1 sive,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 

s. 
14 

3 
2 

10 
6 

9 
0 

4 
0 
3 
2 
6 

2 
3 
3 

6 
0 
8 

6 

d .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 



2 bu. ,vheat, 1 bu. Indian .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
£ s. 

10 
10 
12 

9 

d. 
6 

" 2 co ,vs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
For re11 t of cows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 10 
In rent for tl1e farm tl1is )rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
In l1ops and apples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ·10 
Dtte f ro1n Sain uel Hosier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 10 
I1ouse and la11d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. 100 
\Vill. De to the estate ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(Seal.) 
(Seal.) 
(Seal.) 

MICH BARSTEN, 
CHARLES CHADWICKS, 
R. BEERS. 

1 old cow, 2 old oxen, old brindle . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. 
Half bu. pears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
1 sl1eete, and earthen pot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
1 wooden plate and tray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ ·. . . . ............... . 
n,Iault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
2 wooden dishes, a11d gaily pot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
2 flocl< bolsters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ~. . . . ................. . 
.. A. chest. a W. chest, as above, but what was in it we could not con1e to see, mustard seeds ...... . 
Pitch-fork, seves, and old bale for a paile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 

3 

2 
5 
2 

9 

1 
7 
1 
1 

John Knap to his mother . . . . . . . . . ....... _- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 
Wido\.v Knap, 4 btt. wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

0 

6 

8 

At the county court held at Cambridge, Mass., the 5th of April, 1659, Ephriam Childs, Lieut. R. Beers, ad-
111inistrators to vVillian1 Knap, appearing in court and being sworn to say that this is a true inventory of the es-
tate of \Villiam Knap, deceased. THOMAS DENFORTH, R. 

Entered and Recorded. 5. (2) 59. 

They had born to the1n: 
2. I-Judith. 
3. II-Elizabeth. 
4. III-Anne. 
5. IV-1\tiary. 

15. V-\\l"illia1n. 
20. VI-John. 
29. \lII-J an1es. All born in England. 

By THOM. DENFORTH, Recorder. 

2. William I<.nap's first child, Judith, was born in England, came to this country and settled in Water-
"---

to,vn, l\1ass., vvith her father, where she married in the year 1G50, Nicholas Cady of Groton, 1\tlass. She died at 
that place the 30th of August, 1658. 

3. His second daughter, Elizabeth, who was born in England and ca1ne with her father in 1630 and settled in 
\'v atertovvn, l\1ass., 1narried at that place Mr. Bury of Watertown, 11ass. He died the 24th of June, 1662. She 
married for her second husband at \Vaterto,vn, Mass., John Buttery of England, and went with him to England, 
as the selectlnen of ·\Vatertown refused John Buttery as a sojourner or inhabitant. On their return to England 
they settled at Buoy, St. Marys, country of Suffolk, where she was still living when her attorney, Thomas Den­
forth of \vr atertown, Mass., sold her share, one-eighth, of her father's estate, for twelve pounds, eleven shillings, 
to Daniel Coolridge. This original power of attorney is on file at the probate office. East Cambridge, lVIass. 

4, Anne Knap, his third child, was born in England,and can1e to this country and settled in Vv atertown, 
11:ass., ,vith her father, where she married Mr. Thomas Philbrick of Han1pton, l\iass. 

5. l\1ary Knap, his fourth daughter, was born in England, 1618, and ca1ne to this country and settled at W a­
tertown, lvlass., with her father, where she married Mr. Tho111as S111ith of W atertovvn, lviass. He was born in 
lGOl and died the 10th of lVIarch, 1693, at Watertown, l\Iass. She died the 17th of lVIay, 1667, at \Vatertown. 

They had born to thetn : 
6. I-James (S1nith) .......................... b. 9-18-1637. D. 1701. 
7. II-John (Smith) ........................... b. 11- 1-1639. D. 163H. 
8. III-1"'ho1nas (Smith) ....................... b. 8-26-1640. D. 12-25-1727. 
9. IV-John (Smith) .............•............ b. 12-10-1641. 
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10. V-J oseph ( S1nith) ......................... b. 6-10-1643. D. 6- 1-1712. 
11. ·v1-Mary (Smith) ......................... b. D. 
12. VII-Ephriam (Smith) ..................... b. D. 1737. 
13. VIII-Jonathan (Smith) .................... b. 1659. D. 
14. IX-Sarah (Sn1ith) ......................... b. D. 1693 . 
. A.11 of Watertown, 1\1ass. 
15. Willia111 I(nap, first son and fifth child, was born in England, 1621, came to this country and settled in 

'\i\l atertown, l\Iass., with his father, where he married M•iss l\!Iary --, of Watertown, Mass. He married a sec­
ond time, l\iiss Margaret --, of vVatertown, Mass., who died, 1702, at Watertown, and he died the 25th of Sep­
ten1ber, 16,'6, at \iVatertown. 

'rhey had born to them: 
16. I-Priscilla . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 11-10-1642. 
17. II-Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 1644. D. before his father; not mentioned in his will. 
18. III-Judith . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 11- 2-1652. 
19. IV-Elizabeth ................. b. 7-23-1657. M. 11 of Sept. 1674, Saul Scripture of Catnbridge, Mass. 
All of Watertown, J\1ass. 
20. John Knap, second son and sixth child, was born in England, 1624, ca1ne to this country with his father 

and settled in \\r atertown, Mass., where he married, 25th of May, 1660, Sarah Young of Watertown, Mass. He 
died, 1696, at vVatertown, Mass. He took the oath of fidelity, 1652. I-Ie was a carpenter by trade. 

They had born to them : 
21. I-Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 5-4-1661. L~ived in 17'04 in Newton, Mass.; 1716 in Worcester, Mass. 
22. II-John .................... ~ . b. 5-4-1661. D. 5-26-1730. M. 4th <?f Aug. l686, Sarah Parks. 
23. III-Sarah . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 9-5-1662. 
24. IV-Isaac . . . . . . . . . . . .......... b. 1664. M. Anna. 
25. V-i\iiary . . . . . . . . . . . ........... b. 1667. 
26. 
27. 

VI-Joshua . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... b. 
VII-Daniel . . . . . . . . . . . ........ b 

28. VIII-Abigail .................. b. 
All of Watertown, J.\tiass. 

1670. 
1673. 
1676. 

1\1. Sitnon Tozier of Weston, Mass. 
1\1. 1st, Sarah. 1\11. 2d, Elizabeth Prentise. 
D. young, not n1entioned in his father's will. 

29. J an1es Knap, third son and seventh child, was born in England, 1627, and came to this country with his 
father and settled in Watertown, Mass., where he married, 1654, lviiss Elizabeth vV arren, daughter of John War­
ren of vVatertown, lviass. 

He took the oath of fidelity in 1652, moved to Grot9n, Mass., where he was a sergeant, and was one of the 
four men to whom a grant ,vas n1ade to build a mill at Groton. I-le also lived in 1685 in Strow, and again in 1688 
in l\iedford, lvlass. 

In the autun1n of 1671 at Groton, ,vhere he then lived, his wife suffered terribly because of witchcraft, if the 
trifling story in the magazine, vol. vii., of '67, is reliable. She is also 111entioned as being bewitched by Cotton 
l\1ather (see Butler, page 254), and again is mentioned in the Centennial History of the United States, by James 
B. NlcCabe, on page 219. She lived in Samuel Cole~s fa1nily, 3d of November, 1667, and is the person referred 
to as being bewitched. 

In 1671, Elizabeth !(nap, a "ventriloqua," alarmed the people of Groton, in n1uch the same manner as Ann 
Cole had clone those of Hartford; but her demon was not so cunning, for instead of confining himself to old wo­
n1en, he railed at the good ministers of the town and other people of good character, and the people could not 
then be prevailed on to believe him; but believed the girl when she confessed that she had been deluded, and that 
the devil had tormented her in the shape of good persons so she escaped the puishment due to her fraud and im-
posture. 

They had born to them: 
30. I-Elizabeth . . . . . . . . . ........ b. 4-21-1655. 1v1. Ephriam Philbrick of Groton, Mass. 
31. II-Ja1nes .................... b. 5-26-J657. D. 5-26-1657. 
All of Watertown, Mass. 



NICHOLAS I~NAP 
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32. Nicholas Knap, the younger of the two brothers, was born in England. Savages and Bond's History of 
\Vatertown, ]\{ass., says that he came in Winthrop and Saltonstall's fleet in 1630, which landed in Boston Bay 
1,Iarch 1, 1630. He is mentioned as living in Watertown, Mass., where he lived until 1646, when by deed ac­
knowledged the sixth of J\tiay of that year, he sold to Byron Pendleton all his land, eight lots homestead, sixteen 
acres, granted to him by the town, except one acre called by hi1n his Pond Meadow, which. he sold the year be­
fore to Ed. Garfield, dated 29th of Sept. 1645. 

He 111oved to Stan1ford, Conn., for in the year 1649 he owned land in that place, as it appears from the land 
record, and where also appears records of later dates. 

He married at W aterto,vn, Mass., 1630, Miss Elenor --~ of England, by whom h'e had seven children. She 
died 16th of June, 1658, at Stamford, Conn. He married: a second time, 9th of J\1arch, 1659, Mrs. Unity Buxton, 
Brown, of Stamford, Conn., daughter of Clement Buxton and ,vidow of Peter Brown. 

I-Iis death is given 16th of September, 1670, and we find his will dated 15th of February, 1670. It is to be 
found in the probate records in Fairfield, Conn., and he names his children in the order here given. It says: 
"To 1ny son l\Ioses, my house and lot at Stamford, Conn.; I give to my son Ti1nothy, to my son Caleb, to 1ny son 
Joshua and 1ny daughters, Sarah Disbrow, Hannah, Lydia and Ruth, and tq my two sisters-in-law Sarah and Uson 
Buxton daughters of Cletnent Buxton. 

They had born to them (first wife): 
33. I-Jonathan. 
34. II-Timothy. 
36. III-Joshua. 
45. IV-Caleb 
52. \,.,.-Sarah. 
53. VI-Ruth. 
54. VII-Hannah. 
All of Watertown, Mass. 
( Second wife) : 
55. VIII-~Ioses. 
61. IX-Lydia. 
Both of Sta1nf ord, Conn. 
33. Jonathan, first son and first child, was born 1631, at vVatertown, Mass., and died 27th of December, 1637, 

at \Vatertown, 1\'1ass. 
34. Ti1nothy, second son and second child, was born at vVatertown, J\!Iass., 14th of December, 1632. He mar­

lried Miss Bettha Brandish of Weathersfield, Conn. She ,vas born 1637. I-le lived in Stamford, Conn., in 1646. 
Bird's I-Iistory of Rye, Conn., now Rye, N. Y., gives Ti111othy Knap of Stan1ford as settling in Rye, Conn., as 

early as 1667. He bought 1"'homas Studwell's house and ho1ne lot, near the tnill brook, and became an active · 
n1e1nber of the co1n1nunity. He was a deputy in October, 1670; was constable of the town, 1681-82, and was also 
on the building committee in 1702. 

The records of 1680 show that he often bought and sold property, also that religous services were held in his 
house on and before 1682. 

Towards the latter part of the century he moved to Greenwich, Conn., ,v-here his brother Joshua then lived, 
being recorded there in 1697, and there he took an active part in church matters. 

Religious and political differences between Timothy and his brother Caleb's fa1nily n1ade them strangers to 
each other. 

They had born to them: 
35. I-Tin1othy . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. M. and fan1ily resided in Barton N eek, N. Y. 
Of Rye, Conn., no,v Rye, N. Y. 
36. Joshua, third son and third child, was born at vv·atertown, Mass., 5th of June, 1635. He went with his 

father's fa1nily to Connecticut in 1646, where he married and live<l for s0111e tiine. He married Miss Hannah 
Close, who afterwards 1narried for her second husband John Bowers. 

He moved in 1663 to Greenwch, Conn., where he was adn1itted freen1an in 1669, tnaking his home there until 
his death in 1684. 

He ,vas one of two persons who made the bargain ,vith the Indians when Bedford Parish was bought from 
then1. The agree1nent between the Indians and the Sta1nford Colony was witnes5ed by J oshtta Knap and David 
\Vaterbury, and signed by the seven Indian chiefs.-Dated 23rd of Dece1nber, 1680. · 

Joshua I(nap bought land in Rye in 1681. His inventory is dated 27th of October, 1684, and is spoken of as 
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a good estate. He mentioned children here recorded, saying that the sons are to receive their share at the age of 
t,venty-one, and the daughters at ye age of eighteen. Signed by v"Vidow Knap, John Bowers, lVIoses I(nap, all of 
Stamford, Conn., and John Reynolds. 

They had born to them : 
37. I-Hannah .................... b. 3-26, 1660. l\L lVIr. Sn1ith. 
38. 11-J oshua, Jr. . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 1662. M. 1682, lv[iss Close. 
Of Stamford, Conn. 
39. III-Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . .......... b. 
40. IV-Ru tl1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b. 
41. V-Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 
42. VI-. Benjamine . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 
43. VII-Caleb . . . . . . . . . . ........... b. 

166-! Unm. Lived at Greenwich, Ct. 
1666. l\tL lv1r. Renald. 
1668. D. 1773. lvI. 1Iiss Martha. Lived at Greenwich, Ct. 
1673. D. 1713. l\L fan1ily lived at Greenwich, Ct. 
1677 D. 1750. lvI. 1st of April 1679, Sarah Randall. Lived at 

( Greenwich, Ct. 
44. VIII-Jonathan . . . . . . . . . . ....... b. 1679, M. Miss Susannah. Lived at Greenwich, Ct. 
45. Caleb Knap, fourth son and fourth child, was born at \Vatei-town, Mass., 20th of J anuuary, 1637. In 

1646 he moved to Stamford, Conn., where he was made freeman in 1670. He married there Hannah S1nith of 
Sta1nford, Conn., daughter of Henry Smith. She married for her second husband Tho1nas Laurence. 

In the Fairfield probate records, vol. 1675 to 89, page 36. his ,vill of date 10£h of Nove1nber,. 1674, and his in­
ventory of March 4, 1674, reads: 

"I give unto Abigail Smith, my minor sister-in-law to my wife J!annah, and unto 1ny six children here re­
corded, and itnplore my beloved friends, Joshua I{nap, John Hotly, Daniel \tVostell and l\tios,~s Knap witnesses. I-Its 
inventory was taken by \tVilliam Neuman and Jonathan.Selleck, which amounted to 170 pounds, 16 shillings and 
4 pence. 

They had born to them: 
46. I-Caleb . . . . . . . . . . . ........... b. 11-24-1661. M. 23d of Septen1ber, 1694, I-Iannah Cle1nents, lived in 

( Stan1ford, Ct. 
47. II-John ....................... b. 7-25-1664. D. 4-5-1749. lVI. 10th of June, 1692, Hannah Ferris. 

48. III-1\foses . . . . . . . . . . . .......... b. 
( Lived in Stamford, Ct. 

1666. I). 1};33. 1:I. 30th of October, 1G81, Elizabeth Crissey, 
(Danbury, Ct. 

49. IV-San1uel . . . . . . . . . . . ......... b. 1668. D. 1739. M. I-Iannah Bushnell. Lived in Danbury, Ct. 
50. "\/-Sarah . . . . . . . . . . , ........... b. 1670. l\f. 1685, Ebenezer lVlead, son of John Mead. 
51. \TI-Hannah .................... b. 1672. M~ 6th of N ove1nber, 1696, Nathaniel Cross. She was 

probably the mother of Deborah Cross who 111arried John Knap, 23d of l\!Iay, 1723, of Sta1nford, Ct. 
All of Stan1ford, Conn. 
52. Sarah l(nap, first daughter and fifth child, was b-orn at \Vatertown, lVIass., 5th of January, 1639. In 1646 

:she moved to Stan1ford, Conn., where she married first, 12th of January, 1657, John Disbro-\iv; she married sec­
ond, 6th of Septen1ber, 1667, Peter Disbrow, sons of Peter Disbrow of Rye, Conn., now Rye, N. Y. 

53. Ruth I(nap, second daughter and sixth child, was born at v\/ atertown, Niass., 6th of January, 1641. In 
1G46 she 1noved to Sta1nford. Conn., where she married, 20th of Noven1ber, 1667 Jos.eph Ferris. 

54. Hannah Knap, third daughter and seventh child ,vas born in vVatertown,. Mass., 8d of March, 1643. In 
1646 she 1noved to Stamford, Conn. 

55. l\1oses IZnap, fifth son and eighth child, was born in Stan1ford, Conn., 1645. 
1-Ie ,vas a blacksn1ith, and lived in Sta111ford, Conn., as late as 1701. 
Ile was a land ovvner, both in Stan1.forcl and Greenwich, which he received fron1 his father by his will. 
1'Ioses l(nap in 1670 vvas only a land holder in Green\vich, he never lived there. He was adn1itted freen1an in 

Stan1ford in i'1ay, 167'0, was also one of the seventy-five persons ,vho drew land by lot in 1699. In 1701 a settle-
111ent of the wealth of the town being made, he was credited with forty-five pounds, five shillings. He probably 
soon after this moved to Peekskill, N. Y., where he lived to be a very old man. He died in 1756. 

l--Ie 1narried, 1669, l\iiss .. A.bigail vVestcott, daughter of Richard "\;Vestcott of Sta1nford, Conn. 
They had born to them: 
56. I-A.bigail . . . . . . . . . ........... b. 
57. II-Israel ...................... b. 
58. III-Jonal1 .................... b. 
59. IV-l\1ary ..................... b. 

walk, Ct. 

1671. l\L 1st of Dec., 1G92, John Crissey of Sta1nford, Ct. 
11. 1\tliss lvlary. They lived in Peekskill, N. Y. 
NI. The fa111ily lived in G·reenwich, Ct. 
l\iL 19th of Novetnber, 1754, Gorha1n Fairfield of Nor­

All of Horseneck, (now Greenwich, Ct.) 
60. "\/-1\Ioses ...................... b. 10-4-1710. D. 1795. l\,L 1riiss Elizabeth. They lived at Peekskill, 

N. Y. 
61. Lydia Knap, fourth daughter and ninth child, was born at Stan1ford, Conn., l648, where she married, 22d 

of 1\tiay, 1685, Thon1as Pennoyer. 
NOTE. 

For the study of colonial history of that tragic field called the neutral ground, the territory that in­
cludes in the GOO square miles more colonial, revolutionary and biographical history than any area of 100 times the 
size elsewhere in ·A1nerica, for a radius of 20 n1iles from the eastern boundary of \Vestchester county at Rye Point 
Neck. 

The prominent families of this section at this period were viz: Knapp, Hob bys, Meads, Closes, Hnsteds, Run­
dells, Reynolds, Holmes, Pecks, Lyons, Howes, Greens, Brushes, Bushes, Sherwoods, Hollys, Pahners, Disbrows 
Fields, Rayn1onds, Ferrises, Searles, Sarles, Clarkes, St. Johns, vVestcottes, Lenters. 
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GEORGE KNAP 
62. George Knap, who was a captain in the British navy, and commander of a ninety-gun ship on American 

coast, in the early part of the eighteenth century brought over to this country his son Francis Knap who was born 

in England about 1672, to take possession of some lands which he had inherited fron1 his grandfather. This land 

was located at \Vatertown, Mass. 

63. Francis I(nap had land granted to him in 1686~ "\.Vatertown, Mass. He resided in Watertown and 

passed his life in scholarly pursuits. He was a musical con1poser and the author of a poetical epistle to a ''Mr. B.,'' 

reprinted in J. Nichols' "Select Collection of Poems," and also the author of a political address to l\1r~ Alexander 

Pope on his "\\Tindsor Forest," dated 17th of June, 1715, ,\t·hich appears in the first and subsequent editions of 

Pope's works.-'faken from Appleton's An1erican Biography. 

1"'he supposition is that this George and Francis Knap, father and son, are nephews to William and Nicholas, 
, 

°"'·ho can1e to this country to look after land that undoubtedly the tv10 brothers had transferred to their father in 

England, probably to pay for 1noney advanced them when they left England for A1nerica. Francis undoubtedly 

ren1ained a bachelor, as I have never found any trace of his fa1nily. 

THOMAS KNAP 
64. Tho1nas Knap. About the same time that Francis !(nap arrived in this country, one Thomas Knap of 

England settled in Sudbury, Mass. Whether he is a broth.er of the said Francis or related to the others of that date 

I a111 unable to say. 

The first known of him ,vas his residence at the above place, vvhere he 111arried 19th of September, 1688, Mary 

Grout, daughter of John Grout. 

He was born about 1655, and died 1697, "beyond the seas,' so the records say. Adn1inistration was issued 

28th of l\1ay, 1697, to Francis Tulhern; his inventory amounted to 141 pounds, 7 shillings and no pence. 

The fa1nily n1ust have settled after his death at vVeston, 1Iass., as the daughters are both recorded as 111arry­

ing from that place. 

They had born to the1n : 

65. I-Sarah B. 15th of April, 1689, at Sudbury, l\:fass.; 1\1. 20th of October, 1715, at Weston, l\1ass., l\Ir. 

Richard Orgels of Medford, Mass. 

GG. II-rviary, B. 27th of June, 1691, at Sudbury, l\'1ass. 1I. 17119 at \Veston, l\fass., lVIr. Aaron Cutting of 

\Veston, l\1ass. They n1oved to Sudbury, and later to Attleborough, 11ass. 

As there are no male descendants, this fan1ily ceases ,vith this generation. 
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ROGER I~NAP 

67. Roger Knap. In 1630 the council of Plymouth in 1Iassachusetts granted the Connecticut region to the 
Earl of vVarwick, who in 1631 assigned his claim to Lord Say and Brooke, John Hampdon and others. As soon 
as this grant was kno-\vn to the Dutch, who then inhabited Connecticut, they sent a party to the site of Hartford 
and re-established their trading post and began a profitable trade ,vith the Indians. They mounted two cannons 
on their fort for the purpose of preventing the English from ascendin2" the river. Toward the latter part of the 
year 1633 Gov. Winslo,v of Plymouth, in order to secure a foothold for the English in this valuable region, sent 
Captain Holn1es to Connecticut with a sloop and a nu1nb_er of 111en to 1nake a settlement, which they did after 
111uch fighting arid 111any hardships, both with the Dutch. and the Indians, who at this time were at war with one 
another. 

The Puritans were resolved to continue the efforts to settle Connecticut, and in the spring of 1636 several com­
panies emigrated to that region. The principal party set out in June, led ·by the Rev. Thomas Hooker. It com­
prised about one hundred persons. They drove before the111 a considerable nun1ber of cattle which furnished 
them wtth milk on the march. The emigrants were largely n1ade up of persons oL refinement and culture, and 
co111prised 111any of the oldest and most valued citizens of the Bay Colony. 1\Iost of them settled at Hartford, but 
others went up the river and founded Springfield and \\l ethersfi.eld. 

ln the san1e year the younger John \Vinthrop arrived fro1n England with orders from Lord Say and Brooke 
to establish a fort at the mouth of the Connecticut river. This he accomplished, naming the new settle1nent Say­
brooke, in honor of the proprietors. The settlements in Conncticut grew rapidly, the excellent soil and pleasant 
clitnate attracting many emigrants to them. 

For a nun1ber of years ,var raged with the Indians, and n1any of the white people were 1nassacred. This was 
kno,vn as the Pequod vVar of 1637. 

John Davenport, a celebrated clergyman of London, and Theophilus Eaton, a mercharitof wealth, and a num­
ber of other associates, who had been exiled from England for their religious opinions, reached Boston. They 
,vere wannly welcon1ed and were urged to stay in the Bay Colony, but they preferred to push on into the wilder­
ness and found a settlement where they could be at peace. Eaton and a few of his men were sent to explore the 
region west of the Connecticut, which had been discovered by a pursuer of the Pequods. He examined the coast· 
of Long Island Sound and spent the ,vinter at a place which he selected as a settle·ment. In April, 1638 Davenport 
and the rest of the company sailed from Boston and established a settlen1ent on the spot chosen by Eaton. They 
na1ne<l their settlen1ent New Haven. In 1639 a form of govern1nent was adopted and Eaton was elected gov­
ernor. 

It is not known for a certainty exactly what time Roger Knap came to this country, but probably with the 
second Plymouth company, in company with his brother 1\aron. 1'hey settled in Taunton, l\!Iass. Aaron re-
1nained there, but Roger pushed on with the emigrants into Connecticut, and when v·Vinthrop's colony located 
in New I-Iaven they found ( 67) Roger Knap there. This was early in 1643. At that time he was a trader among 
the Indians. I-laving a previous claim to that locality, the colony bought-all the rights he had in land at Branford, 
and about the year 1647 he move·d to Fairfield, Conn. He was married at Fairfield, Conn., to J\1iss Elizabeth -­
about 1655. 

He was a large land dealer between the years 1662 and 1666, when 1nost of the· land at Fairfield passed 
through his hands. He lived in Fairfield, Conn., until his death, which occurred .some time between the making 
of his will, 21st of March, 1672, and the date of his inventory, ,vhich ,vas the 20th of Septen1ber, 1673, which 
amounted to 190 pounds, no shillings and six pence. Hehad a good estate, ,vhich is seen from his will and inven­
tory, which is recorded in the probate office at Fairfield,Conn. At his death I find the record that "l\ir. San1uel 
w·ake1nan hath purchased all the rights of Roger Knap, deceased, had in lands at Fairfield, Conn., dated 21st of 
~Iarch, 1673." 

Mrs. Knap died in Fairfield, Conn., the 13th of Decen1ber, 1705. 

They had born to then1: 

68. I-Jonathan, unmarried. 
69. II-Josiah. 
72. III-Lydia. 
73. IV-Roger. 
74. V-John. 
78. VI-Nathaniel. 
79. VII-Elizabeth. 
80. VIII-Mary. 
All of Fairfield, Conn. 



68. Jonathan Knap, first son and first child, was born about 1656 at Fairfield, Conn. 
He was a land owner to the amount of 85 pounds, 2 shillings and 3 pence. 
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He died ,vhile a young man, his inventory being dated 1st of February, 1676. It is not likely that he had any 
fan1ily, as no account is found in the records. 

69. Josiah l(nap, second son and second child, was born at Fairfield, Conn., 1657. He was married and his 
family resided at Fairfield, Conn., whete he died about 1689. They had born to them: 

70. I-Mary . . . . . . . . . . . ............. b. 11-7-1677, Fairfield, Conn. 
11. II-Jonathan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... b. 4-21-1680, Fairfield, Conn. 
72. Lyda Knap, first daughter and third child, was born at Fairfield, Conn. She married, 16th of January, 

1666, Dr. Isaac Hall. 
73. Roger Knap, third son and fourth child, was born 1665 at Fairfield, Conn. He made his will 22d of 

Setpember, 1691, and died soon after. In his will he gives all of his property to his mother, making the provision 
that she shall pay his debts. After her demise it shall go to his brother Nathaniel. 

From the nature of his will it is likely he was never 111arried, as no account is found of any fan1ily in the rec­
ords. Although wido,v \Vake in her will of 7th of Nove1nber, 1691, mentions her son-in-law, Roger Knap, show­
ing evidently that he had married, although he probably died without iss~e. 

74. John Knap, fourth son and fifth child, was bornin Fairfield, Conn., 1668. He married. He died 1705 at 
Fairfield, Conn. 

They had born to the1n: 
7 5. I-Daniel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... b. 1689. D. 1773. 1\iL 5th of l\1arch, 1710, Abigail Banks. 
76. II-]\,f oses . . . . . . . . . . . ............. b. 1691. D. 17 55. M. Aquilla --. Lived at Fairfield. 
77. III-Ganda ........................ b. 1693. She was appointe·d administrator on the estate of Moses 

Knap, her brother, 17th of November, 1755, she being a single woman at that date.-P. 271, vol. 754. 
All of Fairfield, Conn. 
78. Nathaniel Knap, fifth son and sixth child, was born 1670 at Fairfield, Conn. He was married 28th of 

n-Iay, 1712, and is given as living at the time· of his death, 1716, at Stratford, Conn. He probably had no family, 
as there is no mention .of them in the records. 

79. Elizabeth Knap, second daughter and seventh iehild, was born in Fairfield, Conn. Married Mr. Charles 
Lane. 

80. Mary I{nap, third daughter and eighth child. At her death her brother Nathaniel was appointed adminis­
trator of her estate. 

A1-\.RON KN AP 
81. Aaron Knap. It is not known at exactly what tin1e he arrived in this country, but probably about 1638, 

,vith the second Plymouth colony. He was able to bear- arms in 1643, for which he received an allotment of land 
at Taunton, l\1ass., where he then live·d. 

The age of Aaron and Roger Knap would indicate, if any relation, they were nephews of two brothers Wil­
lia1n and Nicholas, who had preceded them to America. 

The first settlers of Taunton, Ma.ss., arrived fro1n England, 1638-9, and by vote of the people named Taunton 
after their native place in England. 

On the 24th of July, 1653, Aaron was one of the thirteen persons who viewed the body of Thomas Bradley, . 
\\·ho was found dead on the highway. 

He also was one of the jury to investigate the death of James \\T yatt, 5th of July, 1664. 
I-le took the oath of fidelity 1657, and was profounded to take up his freedom 7th of June, 1659. 
He died at Taunton, l\iass., 1674, as letters of administrtaion were granted on his estate to Elizabeth Knap, 

24th of October, 1674.. His will is recorded at Plymouth, Mass., and proved 2d of Noven1ber, 1664; he mentions 
the fan1ily here recorded. It was witnessed by Samuel ,and Thomas Sinklue. 

In 1689 his sons were proprietors in Taunton, Mass. 
Ile n1arried Miss Elizabeth --
They had born to them: 
82. I--.A.aron. 
89. II-John. 
92. III-Samuel. 
102. IV-J\iloses. 
107. V-Joseph. 
108. VI-l\Iary. 
109. VII-Elizabeth. 
All of T'aunton, Mass. 
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82. Aaron !{nap, first son and first child, was born in Taunton, Mass. He was appointed inspector of the 
Ordinary Inn at 1"'aunton, 5th of June, 1671. He was on the list of freen1en 1670, and was constable in 1673. 

At the time of his marriage he was spoken of as Aaron of Swansy, 1\tiass. The executor of his estate was his 
son Ebenezer. Ilis will was dated 11th of April, 1724, and proved 16th of June, 1724. 

His son Ebenezer, who was about to start on an expedition to Cuba, not knowing whether he would return, 
presented this inventory in 1724, which consists of the following items: 

One saw 1nill. 
His wearing apparel. 
Two iron cil telis. 
One s1nall iron pot. 
One bugle. 
One feather bed and bedding. 
An old carpet to lye on the bed. 
Inventory amounted to 370 pounds, 8 shillings, 0 pence .. 
He married Rachel Burt, daughter of James Burt, 8th of Dece1nber, 1686 .. 
They had born to them: 
83. I-Aaron, b. in Taunton, Mass; m. and his fan1ily is to be found in Rehehoth, Mass. 
84. II-Nathaniel, m. 19th of March, 1729, Rebecca Cobb. M. 2d 4th of March, 1735, Miss Mehitable Briggs. 

1'hey lived at Taunton, Mass. 
85. III-Benjamine, m. 17th of February, 1731, Mahitable Eddy; m. 2d, 15th of January, 1733, Miss Sarah 

·Baker. They resided in Taunton, Mass. .. 
86. IV-Ebenezer, m. 18th of 11ay, 1728, Jane Hanover; m. 2d, 25th of July, 1728, 11iss Elizabeth Cobb. 

They resided in Taunton, Mass. 
87. V-Hannah. 
88. VI-Gladden, m. and their son Jabez and his fa1nily are to be found in Taunton, Mass. 
All of Taunton, 1v1ass. 
89. John I(nap, second son and second child, was born in Taunton, Mass. 
He was on t_he coroner's jury 2d of August, 1678. 
His will was 1nade 1715, naming Elizabeth Knap executor, she being his sister. Captain John Andreas was 

appointed guardian to these children. 
He died at Taunton, l\!Iass., 1715. 
He tnarried 7th of October, 1685, Sarah Austin, (daughter of Joseph Austin, Jr.), who was born 4th of Novem-

ber, 1665. 
They had born to the1n: 
90. I-1v1oses, b. about 1687, at Taunton, Mass. 1712. 
91. II-Ruth, b. at Taunton, Mass. M. 18th of Nove111ber, 1735, Philip l\!Iason. 
92. Sa111uel Knap, third son and third child, was born at Taunton, Mass. · 
He had a grant of land of nine acres, dated 5th of rvfarch, 1688, and another of two acres, dated 17th of De-

ce1nber, 1689. 
He was a shoemaker by. trade. 
His ,vill is dated 11th of lviay, 1715, and proved 6th of April, 1719. 
He 111arriecl 26th of May, 1687, Elizabeth Cobb, daughter of Edward Cobb. 
They had born to them: 
93. I-Sarah, h. 1689. D. 1770. 
94:. II-Joseph, m .. Dec. 1736, 1\fehitable Stacy. He died 1740. Lived at Taunton, Mass. 
95. III-Sa1nueL 
96. IV-Nathan. 
97. V-Seth. 
98. VI-Bethia. 
99. VII-Elizabeth. 
100. VIII-Abigail. 
101. IX-11ary. 
All of 1"aunton, l\tiass. 
102. l\foses Knap, fourth son and fourth child, was: born in Taunton, 1Iass. He was in military service at 

Mount Hope, Niass., June and July of 167 5. He accidentally killed, while in service, Richard Stevens in 1685 and 
was acquitted by the court for the same. ' 

He had a grant of land in October, 1682, of fifteen acres, "on the north side of the second road between Aug-
ustus Cobb's land, on the Brook l\'.Ieadow Plane." . ' 
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_--\gain, on his father's right, thirty acres, situated at Newton, :\lass. On .i\Iay ;?t>, lGSO, land ,vas granted to 
~loses Knap "of ten acres on the other side of 'Three l\1ile I~i ver, at a place by the brook above l\Ionan1ut Place.''. 

He n1ust have lived at one tin1e at l\,Iansfield, w1ass., as the t,vo sons, l\Ioses and Sa111uel \vere born there. 
The son Oliver of Strobridge, \vhere he was living just previous to the !~evolutionary \Var. 

I-le 111arrie<l :\liss Phoebe -­
Thev had born to then1: 

.I 

10:3. I-1Ioses, b. 17 43, d. l 1-T-181 D, 111. 17,;l, :\-Iarga_ret 'T'iff any. 1"'hey lived at Franklin, l\Iass. 
10-!. II-Sa111uel, b. 17'-!8, 111. 1"'he fa111ily resided atSouth Orrington, l\tie. 
10t5. III--Oliver. b. l71 5~l, 111 .. Abbie Gale. They resided at Sturbridge, 1'.Iass. 
l0G. l\1-l~andall. She lived at Eddington, was a 111en1ber of the church in 1800 at that place. 
_L\11 of l\'1ansfielcl, Ct. 
10~·. Joseph l'-nap, fifth son and fifth child, ,vas born in rraunton, l\Iass., and was killed in l(ing Philip's war 

in 1676. I-Ic ,vas 111arried, and his fan1ily are to be found in rfaunton, l\Iass. 
108. l\lary l'-nap, first daughter and sixth child, was born at rfaunton, :\lass. Baptized 20th of Noven1ber, 

1G5n, at Roxbury, I\,Iass. 
l0H. Elizabeth l(nap, second daughter and seventh child, \Vas born 1~'~33, at 'faunton, .i\Tass. She n1arried 

1,'th of Septen1ber, 1G4'-!, :Nicholas Staughton, a cooper by trade. 

l;ound in the Ii istorv of Sutton. :\ f ass. . , 

110. Job I(nap, born 1GG9 in Yorkshire, England, 1narricd 1 <H>l ~r rs. ~Iarv Carpenter. ,vho ,vas born 1668 in 
:\Ianchester, England. 

In 17'05 they lived in Sepeny Co., ]ingland, and soon after this date ca111e to ...-\rnerica and settled in Sutton, 
1Iass. 

\Vhether he is related or not to the aforesaid l(naps, I a111 unable to say, but probably is a nephe,v, as there 
\Vas a large fa1nily of l(nap~, hrothers to \Yillian1 and Nicholas, ,vho ren1ainecl in England. 

T'hey had born to the111: 
111. I-\Villia111, b. 1693, 111. 11-oD Lucy Halcon. 1"'hey lived in Sutton, l\Iass., and I have the 1nale descendants 

of this fan1ily carried dcnvn to the present date. 
11;~. II-Hannah, b. 1695. 
113. III-Job, b. 16996. I have never been able to find any descendants. 
114. I\l-Ruth, b. 1698. 
1L3. V-Betty, b. 1700. 





Knapp House, Danbury, Conn. 
Revolutionary War time 

Only house in that part of Danbury that escaped the fire when the British burned Danbury. 





MONUMENT OF UZAL KNAPP, 
THE LAST OF WASHINGTON'S LIPE GUARDS. 

UZAL KNAPP, 
BORN 1753, DIBD 1856. 

Washington's Headquarters 
Newburg, N. Y. 

With Uzal Knapp's tomb, the last of his life guard, who died 1856. 
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K.NAP 
KNAPP FAMILY GENEALOGY 

Dear Sir: 

In 1883 I commenced the Genealogy of the Knapp family with the 
intention of only carrying'my own line down. Becoming very much 
interested I continued it with ·the intention of putt.ing it in book form, 
but after getting my manuscri~t ready for the printer and.asking for 
subscriptio·ns, I received such a few that rather than put more money in 
such an undertaking I have had printed seventeen pages as an introduction 
of the subject on heavy book paper, pages 9 l/2xl2n, put together in 
loose leaf form with Bristol board covers. · 

Your family will be written on leaves the same size as above 
and carried down to date. The leaves will all have the proper ~~ading 
and a few blank leaves will be 'included so your family. can continue the 
Genealogy.· This has all been secured by the greatest effort and by 
personal visits and research in the records or New England as well as the 
grave yard~ in order to obtain the proper names and dates I was after • 

. 
Any one visit ot this kind is expensive as you must know by 

any trip you may take for a week or ten days. Lots of such information 
I also had to pay for in order to secure it~ 

The Knapp family Coat of Arms is a painting in gold and colors 
on a plaque 7nx9•, suitable tor framing and would be an ornament to any 
parlor. I will furnish you with the Genealogy of your family and include 
without extra cost a Coat of Arms for twelve dollars. This is very cheap 
indeed for the amount of work involved. I will make either the Genealogy 
referred to or Coat of Arms separately for $7.50. If you will send 
money order for the amount with your order it will be sent you in a few 
days. Those who subscribed for the book after my first circular, wrote 
they were willing to accept the loose leaf form with the Coat ot Arms 
included. 

Their replies are all very pleasing to me and shows they are 
much pleased with what I have produced and I am confident that you will be. 

Yours truly, 

h~L ~ ~ CH~At ~~ 
-, . J~<f 

;}J-~u­
~ -
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