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ITREFATORY BOTE

Platt Kelaey (1756-1816), & son of Stephen and Anna Platt
Kelsey, was married in 1777 or early in 1778. He and his wife,
Mary, then lived with the Stephen Kelsey family in their home
on East NWesk, Huntington, The Revolutionary War insidents or
anesdotes given in these "Storiesa™ were the experiensces of this
Kelsey household, and were passed on by Mary Kelsey* to her de-
scendants, of whom I am onse.

It is my purpose to show now how directily these stories
came to me, the better to establish thelr uf%entioity and re-
liability.

Mary Kelsey was a widow for 24 years, her daughtier for
33, and her granddaaghter Harriet, who pat these stories into
written form, for 44, In every generation the daughter and
the widowed mother lived together for many years, a situation
most favorable for perpetuation of family lore.

Thus, Mary Xelsey, widowed in 1816, spent most of her re-
maining years with her only sarviving daunghter, Elizebeth, in
whose home s8he died,- in Great Neeck, in the year 1840, The
eldest of Tlizsbeth's large family of children was Ianthe Wal-
ters, born in 1812 snd hence 28 years old at the {time Mary Kel-
sey died, Ianthe and her mother had these stories from the lips
cf Mary Kelsey herself, and passed them on to my grandmother,
Tanthe's youngest aister, Harriet, with whom they in turn made
their home for many years,- antil Elizabeth's desth in 1875,**

Farthermore, Tanthe and Harriet spent all their last years
in the Loms of my father and mofther, and told me these stories
many times, when I was & boy. When I was in my esrly twenties
I asked my grandmother to write them out for me, for preserva-
tion. This she did, in the fall of 19065, (6 >

O Do ®

*see N.Y. Gen. & Biog. Res., April 1931, pp. 140-145,
"Regarding the Identity of the 7ife of Flatt Kelsey”™, by the
present writer,

**Elizebeth and her husband Peter Walters sre buried in the
Reformed Church Cemetery in Manhasset; Ianthe (born in Huntington)
and Harriet (born in Great Nesk) in Brookside Cemetery, East-
hampton, Mass.,; Elizabeth's father, rlatt Kelsey (Keley) in the
0ld ocemetery in Hantington, near the graves of his parents and
other members of the family,
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(Prefatory Note, aonsl.)

As 8 basis for some of the sltories she used a paper that
her sigster Ianthe, 25 years her senior, wrote for her at her
request, sometime between the years 1875 and 1881, and which
is now in my possession. This, and other notes by Ianthe
Walters, are given in the basck of this booklet,

Remembering that Ianthe Walters had these items at first
hand, it will be seen that their transmission to as has been
remarkadbly direst.

It is a pleasare 2nd a privilege to tarn over to this
Sosiety this ocopy of "My Granimother's Stories”™, and the other
maierial in hand, Jjust as My own grandimother passed them
down %o me.

VA
November, 1931. /fM //am'—'/
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MY GRANIMOTHFR'S STORIES

My Grandmother! I 40 not remember her, She was the last
of our grandpsrenta, and she &ied when I was {wo years old,
She was my mother's mother, Mary Platt Kelsey, born in 1759,
Her mother's neme was Mary Brush. Her father, Jesse Flatt of
Hantington, Long Island, H.Y., wae a Colonel in the French and
Indisn Was, He died in 1767, His wife died in 1759 when my
grendmeo ther was only eight days old. The little ehild was tak-
en into the home of her aant and there grew ap, it is said, to
be a very handsome young woman with fair somplexion, brown hair,
and dark blue eyesa. She had a very clear sweet voice and her
singing asttrsated much attention., At some of the old-time
parties the danecing has been known to stop when she began %o
sing, becanse all wanted to listen,

She was brought up very striotly in her uncle's* home
with the other shildren, Her people were all ol& fashioned
Tresbyterians of the stristest sort, Sabbath began on Satur-
day evening at sunset and ended Sanday at the same time, No
work was allowed except that whish was absolutely nescessary:
no sweeping nor making of beds, washing dishes or bringing in
wood. The children were required to be very orderly; go fo
Charoh and study their Bible and cClateohism, Grandmother said
the day seemed long, and sometimes they could hardly wsait for
the san to go down., After watshing it out of sight how fast
they scampered off to playi I think we are as much too easy
in Ssbbath observanece now-a-days as the fathers were too striat,
There is a *“happy medium", if it ocould only be found.

Grandmother married my grandfather, FPlatt Kelsey, in
1777 whan she was eighteen years of age. He took her to his
father's house, the 0ld Kelaey homestead. It had been in the -
family for many yesrs., There was & large farm and hoause pleas-
antly situnated at East Neck, in Hauntiggton near the harbor
which led out to the soand. The house was arranged for two
families, Grandfather's parenta osccupied one part and the
young people began housekeeping in the other.

Gredt-grand father Stephen Kelsey married Anna Platt, a
distant relative of Colonel Flatt, Besides my grandfather
there was another son, Stephen., He also lived in Huntington,
bat not at the old home at this time.**

*John Conklin, who merried Elizabeth Braogh. RFW.

**The originsl manusoript adds,"He finally inherited most
of his father's property, a rignt of the eldest son in those
deys,"” ,but records indicate that Stephen the eldest son died
young, 8nd that the Stephen who lived was the youngest son,
named after the one who died. RFW,
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Gt-grandfether was eoanfed among the rieh men in the
town., Among other possessions he owned & namber of glaves,
and when the law prohibiting slavery was msde in Hew York
the most of his slaves were very unwilling to leave "0ld
Massa"™, SO0 he could not have been &8 hard master thouagh he
was very sirioct,

Grandmo ther nsed to tell many stories of these servants
whom she 8o well remembered,- some 0f whom were most worthy
and others troanblesome, There was old Violet, a native of
Guinea, who gould speak only broken English,- a good faith-
ful womsn; snd Frae, who was a wonderful worker bat very
impundent, She said she "would have the last word if she died
for 1it7 and "01l4 Massa never let dis chile get hurt: she's
worth too much money".

One trisky fellow nsed to pick the sellar door leck
with a nsil ané go in to help himself and his friendes to eat-
ables and drinksbles. The "01ld lissler™ had a spirited horse
for his own anse and no-one else was permitted to ride him,
Bat often in the morning this horse would appear to heve been
hard driven. At last it was discovered that this same bad
darkey stole out by night , and bragged afterward of "ridin’
de bes' hoss in de barn while everybody wss asleep”. He ran
sway after & while and was never heard from.

Another one went out one night to "meet the devil™, He
said he promised the devil that he wonld sell himself if {he
devil would help him get rish. This night he was going oat to
clinch the bargasin. Late in the evening he esme running in,
thorooghly frigh¢ened, and finslly telling this sfory:

"I went ont under de old dead tree in de medder where I pro-
mised to wait for de debbil, and de moon was shinin' bright,
and Y listened, snZ Hy-on-by T heeri & wnghin'® neige and
chains a-slankin', and I knew de debbil was sare eomin' arter
me, 80 I wag sacsred and ran home quick and I shant sell my-
gelf to him no more™, A member cf the femily h&ppened to
witness this scene snd said the poor superstitions fellow was
almost pale with fright.

I have no dataes of the birth or death of the Kelsey
Gt-grandparents, After the Revolutionasry War it was slmost
impossible to find town records. Huntington saffered severely
from the ravagef o0f the British soldiers who were barrasked
there and many valaable books and documents were lost or de-
gstroyed. Even the 014 barying ground was desecrated by the
soldiers, who trampled down the graves anéd tore ay the tomb-
stones to nse $hem am hearths for their ovens.

Gt-grandfather was a thoroughly loyal man and true to
his colors, He therefere suffered mush persecation, both
from the British men and this Tory neighbors. The Kelsey hoase
being large, was shosen for some time as headquarters for

O.



some 0f the King's officers, and also some Rritish and Hessgian

goldiers. The officers took possession of the begt part of the
house, the kitochen wing was given to the scldiers, and the Kel-
gey families had to ocscupy the middle part. XNot very pleasant

bet 1t could not be helped, Grandmother had been living there

about a year, and she remembersd well those hard times,

They were at the mercy of their anwelecome tenantg, and
it was not anusanal for the soldiers to come in at meal time
ané est all the food prepered for the family, without a word
of apology or thanks., It was very aggravating, when there
chanced to be a special treat, to see it thus devoared,

They had psrtiicalar spite against Gt-grandfather because
they eoald not get hold of meny hidden valuables, and there
were HMENEF several fine horses whick wounld have eocunted s prize,
Bat Budd, one 0f the negroes, was too mash for them. He found
fine hiding~-places for the horses in the dark woods, and when
any British troops were near he woald lie with his ear to the
groand, listening, 1In this way he sould detect approashing
cavalry a long distance off, and harry the horses away. So
they were never taken,

One day a soldier came into Gt-grandmother's sittin?
room, and in an inselent manner agked for the "Captain” He
wag called Captain becanse he had owned a ssiling vessel).
She refused to tell where she supposed her husband to be., The
goldier was angry and held his sword eover her head, "If you
dare to strike a woman, strikel", she said, "bat I shall not
Tell you where Capt. Felsey is." He did not quite dare, so
he angrily departed,

My grandfather was aroused one night by a noise in the
he threw a sheet over his shoaulders and hurried in, %o £ind
him in the hands of some soldiers who had put a slip-noose
about his neck and were half strangling him.,* The sudden ad-
vent of the white robed figure frightened the rassals and
they made off as fast as possible, TWortunately they were 3is-
covered before any serious harm wss done.

Captaln Kelsey was on the street one morning when seversl
of the King's soldiers met him. They esompelled him to go into
& barn where they harnessad him with part of 2 horse's head-gear
and reins, and drove him through the fields where no-one
woald be likely to see, foreing him to Jjamp over all the
fensces until they reached the highway where there was a tavern.

e ——

*This was being done in the effort to force him to dis-
close the whereabouts of some of his possessions,- ascording
to the story as told to me when I was a boy. RFW,
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They hitched him to a post and leaving two to watsh, the rest
went in to get a drink, Very soon two scommanding officers
came along and saw his sondition. "Why, Capt., Kelseyl! What
does this mean?” "Go into the tavern and ask youar men; they
can tell yoan." The soldiers were soon out and their prisoner
released, The O&ficers were very courteons and said the men
should be punished, These are g8 few among the msny trials
this good man had to enduare,

The war was ended at last eand or gg was again restored
to the town and its homes, How joyful/midt have been to see
the last soldier depart., There were many patriotic demonstira-
tions and meetings held in various plases, Grandmother told
an amusing story of a lady whom she knew who was very entha-
siastic in her support of the States, But she was very ner-
vous, and one day in one 0f these meetings scmething happened
which suddenly startled her, when, springing to her feet she
exclaimed, "God save the Kingli", mueh to her chagrin. It was
a long time before she heard the last of it.

I d0 not know how long my Gt-grandmother lived after
the war, bat it mnst have been a naumber of years, besaunse
she taught my sister Ianthe her letters in 1816 when she was
four years old.* My mother was her favorite granddaughter.

I think Gt-grandfather lived a while aftier my mother's
marriage, becaase she has often told me of his interest in
that event,”

My father, Peter Walters, of Woodbary, near Huntington,
had some nnoles who were Toriea, and of sourse that gave rea-
gon for dissatisfastion when it was evident that he hed a
liking for Mother, Perhaps another reasen wags that the Walters
family belonged to the Chuareh of England, and the rresvyier-
jans had small liking for: the Episcopalians, The o0ld gentle~
man decided to investigate for himself, and rode over to Wood-
bary one day for that spesial purpose, On his retarn he saig,
"Well, Betty, I have been to Woodbary to make inquiries sboat
that yoang man and I hear nothing but good of him; so youn may
as well go ahead,"™ This they d4id, and were married in the
spring of 1811,

A few years later they left the 013 home and started out
for themselves, losating in Great Neck, Long Island, aboat 18
miles from New York City. They found another ancient house
from whose small-paned windows one sounld look oat over the
RBay and the wider Sound, with the town of New Rochelle on the
opposite shore, Tall poplars and graceful old willows were

*Anna Flatt Kelsey died in 1819, and her hasband in 1812,
RFW.
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in the front yard. A beautifal losust grove on one side and
orchards, fields and wooda on the other gave the shildren an
ample playground, to say nothing of the large pond where

they loved to slide and skate in the winter-time. If I were

to tell akl that I remember of that early home of mine* it
would make this story mush too long., After the death of my
Grand fether Kelsey, in 1816, Grandmother nsed to spend her sum-
mers in the home of her eldest son, and winters at oar house.
Pinally it became her permanent home for Mother was her only
(se. sarviving) daughter and she loved Father as her own son.

It was a large and happy family Grandmo ther, PFather,
Mother, nine shildren and the "help" wﬁieh wag 80 necessary.
Thoagh 80 long an invsalid, Grandmother did not forget her
gsinging, and on her last Christmas day (1839) she sang a
Christmas Carol so stronz and clear that all who heard it were
sarprised, Soon after that, Feb, 10, 1840, she asked my
sisters to sing her favorite hymns at bedtime, Then she
slept, and before midnight she was {iranslated in a moment

from earth to hseaven.

In 1842 my honored father passed on to his rest and his
reward, snd after that came many changes, Samanel, Amelia and
Benjamin were married and in their own homes. Charlie went %o
college, Alfred wished to engage in other business. So Mother
and three sisters and I left the farm and went to Flushing
town to live, Maggie and I feltl as if we were going to prison,
80 happy and free ouar ocountry life had been. She was twelve
and I eight, Here was my home until my marriage in 1856; anéd
again, after that when in 1863 my husband died, and in 1867
I turned sgain to the old town and the o0ld friends. My mother,
sigters Annie (Ianthe) and Tillie and danghter Emma formed my -
family. In April 1875 ouar dear mother left us, and as we
gisters sand brothers remembered all that she had been to us we
agreed that for her it was true: "Her children shall rise ap
and oall her blessed", (The words on her tombstone. RFW)

And now, as I write, I think how fast since then her
shildren have been gathering home to her and Grandmother and
the others gone before, Sister Amelia, nearly ninety, and I,
the youngest one, are 8ll that remain of our large family.

I shall socon myself be facing the setting sun, and therefore
I am glad to pass on all that I can remember of these stories
of long ago as they have been handed down to me, The worthy
names and gharacters of those who have gone before uos shouald
not be forgotten, and I pray thet the earnest Christian faith
and integrity of out ancestors may be the heritage of their
children's shildren to the latest generations,

Blandford, Mass, Harriet ¥, Chadbourne
Nov. 20, 1906

*Oon the Onderdonk, later
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JRITING EY IANTHE WALTERS,- @Sometime between 1875 and 1881)
(411 notes in parentheses ars by the present writer)

I will begin with the oldest relative I can remember, She
was our grest-grandmother Xelsey. She was mnable fto go arocnd t
the house, 2nd I well remember climbing up on her bed, and being
petted by her., She taught me the alphabet when I was very youang,
Eer maiden name was Anna Ilatt. (1733-1819)}. Her husband's name
wasd Stephen. I 40 not remember him. They had only two ghildren-
Stephen, the eldest,™ and Tlati, our grandfather.

The old gentleman owned sonsiderable property and wasg a
stagneh repablican, snffering much from his Tory neighbore daring
the war of the revolution. FHe and his family were obliged to live
e poart of the time, dnring the war, betwesn RBritish offisers who
ogeupied the best part of the house, and Hessian soldiers who
were guartered in the kitehen, The latter gave no cause for
aomplaint, but the former were sometimes insolent and overbear~
ings Tnougr our greavw-grandfather’'s family wss small, both his
sons had large femilies, and as in those days the sons commonly
inherited most 0f the preperiy, Mother got very litile,

Jur Grandmother Xelsey's name was Mary Flatt, She was a
very distant relative of her motherinlaw. Her mother's name
efore marriage was Erash, Those 0ld spoons you have belonged
to our gHékt-gregi-grandparents Samuel snd fhebe Rrush, Are
they not marked S. and Is sbove the letter E? That was the way
of marking things then. (These 0ld spoons were so marked, only
below thee letter T),.

SGrandmother was only eighi éays 0ld when her mcother died,
and at the age of eight years she was fatherless, ©She was taken
into ths family of an aunt who married a Conkling, where ghe re-
mained nntil her marriage when she was eighteen. T™he money she
and her sister should have inherited from their mother, was near-
ly 8ll lost ~ - -, Her father was & gommissioned officer in the
FPrench and Indisn i/ar, and was paid in governmenti land, somewnere
out west, the deed for which was loat in some way, before she
and her sister who wes two or three years older than hersslf,
thought mush sbont business matters, I resollect hearing grand-
mother talk sabont it, regretting that she had not had broihers
to attend to thelir pesuaniary matters. Unele John Kelsey was
quite stirred aup at one time gbont that land of his grandfather's
bat failed to discover the losi deed. I have forgotten where
the land was located, and how mush there was. Grandmother's
gister, Hanngh, married a Roscoe, (David Russo Jr.), and their
deughter Amelia msrried TFrewsier Xeisoham, with whose iwo dsugh-~
ters, Caroline and liatilda I was quite intimale 1In my youthfal
days,

The second daughier, Sarah, married s lr. Long, and hsad

*See footnote™™, yp.d.
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several sons, buat no daughter.. There. was another dsughfer
who married & Gould, and had several daughters, One 9f them,
¥ery, wWas very beautifulo Eathaniel Roscoe was the only soxn.
7ith his danghter Mary I wes well acquainted, bat have for-
gotten her mother's maiden name., I think, however, it was
Sammisg,. |
ilother's cousing on her father’s side,- her Unele Stephen's
children —were ten in number, one of whom was the father of the
unfortanate young men who was muorderdd. TFor some reason, Mother
was never intimate with those gousins, snd afiter her removal to
Great Neck—,%hen I was nesarly four years ¢ld,-the intersourse
between them nearly ceased, so that I never knew them person-
gllye = = = - = s

T have Leen s0Lld that our grendmo ther was & very nesndsome
young lady. She had dark blue eyes, and s mass of dark brown
hair. The eomplexion was very fine until a2 few yesrs sfier her
marrisge when she was inccoulated with smsll pox, whish left
gsome marks, She had & swWweet and poweriul voice, and in her
youir her sinzing sttraeied musch notice, On the Chrisimas eve
vefore her death, in her 8lst yesr, she sang one of the old
Christmas sarcls, much to our sarprige, as she was then in
very fesble healith, and had not sang in a8 lonzg time,

Hother wes the fifth of nine ehildren, asnd was born
‘arch 28%h, 179%1.

The 0ld homestead at Ts3f FNeeck, Buntington Herbor, had
teen in the family = g;ean meny years, and Liother felt badly .

wheon ”nnin Tohn an A _

o sliwal - W oS -

Car greai grandfether Waliers, I think his namc was
James, came from ;nglan& - though #¥eliers I am told is a Welsh

PR v Wk Su THE B

[nemns,- and hé and his Ltrosher were o4 uhe sids 6f the crown

in the revolautionary war,- in other words they were Tories,

and had fto 2o toWova Seotia st the alose of the war. Irom
whence they returned afier gome years, wiser I think, bat not
weSlthienmen. I csnnot resall the neme oF the gred# zrand-
mother on that side. Grandfather, whose name was Fenjamin
(Waltersa) married Zlizsbeth Valentine., She was very good look-
ing,~ had hazel eyes =nd brown hpir, and was rather reserved
in manner, tut she was a warmhearted, wholesouled womsn., Her
mothéer's name wae Hewlett, Grandmothsr had a sister named Mary
(Velentine) -~called Zolly-, who msrried s Suydam,~- cousin Han-
ngh Duryea's parenis;- a sistier Martha who married a Wright,-
Nathaniel Fortis's grandparentig;- and 2 sister Sarah who mar-
ried & Nostirand, and had né children.

Her brothers were Jeremieh (Valentine), whoss son James
married his own c¢consin, oar aunt Rath; and Gb&dian, who married
grand father' %'g only sister, Ragchel, gd two sons, x
James & Hewlett, who married sisters namea ﬁenarickaon. Thelr
only Gaughter Slizabeth- iant f¢ﬁﬁjf Tetsey- merried a Monffori.
2rand father had & brother Teter {(Taslters) for whom Tether was
named, Ee had a large family, tut I never knew them very well.

I forgot tc say that grandfather had blue eyes, and light
1.\" o A AT i //L-AWM;,J' Sk 41 S
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brown hair, inele Cherles resemblel him, I think,Eis chilédren
were James, leter, Lesrgeret, Samael, Zuth, Yary-cslleé Folly-,
Sersh-gcalled Sslly~, inn, Charles & Fhebe. (and Rachel)s They
believed in Seripture pames, didn't they®

I did not tell yon the names of Lother's brothers % sisters,
(Kelsey) They were Anns, Ssmuel, Sarah, TFls%t, then liother,
John, Jesse, imelia, and Joel. Anns and Sercsh died in ehildhood,
anc Amelia 2% the sge of 18 years,

Tather's eldest btrother died when he wes 13 years cold.
Tether was born Q&% 14th 1785, When he first psié his addresses
to Mother, her grandfather {Stephen Kelsey) was sirongly oppesed,
on the groond that he belonged te = tory family. 7Pot on vigit-
ing some friepnds in Fether's viecinity, &nd msking enquiries, he
"reard s¢ good & report of the young pan" that his opposition
ceaged, and aiter a ﬁﬁé#éﬁ three years engagement they were

Ny T 2l o by . An Y o~ dogez pown M T . ey, % 2 P~
sCad b AW AL x Uu-..b.; < U wF SER TR v " 'S 3 UL.{. u.f_.un;.

he welsers family, of sou¥rse, were npissoyralians~ while
on 'other's side the Iresbyterimnism wes very "blue”, so far as
grandmo ther was concerned, She was tanght to keer the Sabbath
from gunsev on 3at. eve, until the ssme time San, eve, Her
pnclie would allow no sweeping, or msking 2f befs, or washing of
digres, on the Sabbath, or any work that he thought unnecessary
50 be dcne on that say. uonseqaently, they had to £ly sround
Suncay eveningss Though very striet in these mstters, he wmas
very kind cnd induolgent in ris femily, 2nd grandma loved him
very deerlye

I think ounr grandyparentis snd parants were all born in
Suffclk county, L.l. TFsther %as btorm in oodbary, ané Yother
in Tantington, where brotiher Scmnel end T also found = birkes
place. Onr parents removed fto Freat Neek when I was about four
yeers old, and there as you know, all the other g¢hildren (nine)
sg® the 1ighi, I wish, now, that I had tsken the psins to find
out more aboat our ancesiry when it was in my power,. - =~ =
= = inc so it has been our lot to be "pogr, and respeciable’,
Fell, if we are only "rish in faeith" it meitis¥s noi. e are
fast leaving btehind ns "thinzs seen apd Semporsl”, ind yet, and
yet, there gre times when I would gladly have at my disypossl
more than I have ever hsad.

sreait-grendfsther Xelssy owned a number of slaves- and
7hen 9 ¢hild I used %o te very much interested in grsndmother's
azzoant of some 0f thems “There was old Tiolet, a native of
Fuinesa, who spoke broken “aglish~ a good and faitnhful woman,
Lad Irae, @ho was the best worker of them all, and the mosti
impndent, Onee, when her 0ld master was reproving her, and
ordered her to keep silent when she answered vack, she $0ld him
she would "have fhe last word if she died for it." And when he
wes oui of hearing she said, "0Ole massa no kill dis ghile- she
wath too magh money". Then there was Trank who stole money
from nis master's desk, and wss sold for the offence- and Podd
who nsed tc pick locks with a nail, and go into the cildsr
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sellar and get apples and cider for himself and others, EHe
was algo fond of riding on horseback, The 0l1ld master had =
horse for his own especial use, and no one else wes permitted
to moant him, Eadd used to nnlosk the stsble door atl nizht
and follow hisg faney for riding this horse., And though the
sryearance of the animal in the morning always betrsyed him,
and a2 severe whipping followed, he continued to tske ocession-
al rides on "de bess' hogs in de barn", wntil he ran sway.

Grandmo ther yalters' father also had a large family of
slaves, on2 of whom, 0ld Lusy, I remember geeing at Tnale
nby's, (Obadish Valentine, bro, of “lizabeth). Hather remark-
ed, when talking atouf his grandfather's family, that " the
negroes raised the corn, fed it to the hogs, and then ate the
pork". If I think of anythinz more T will tell i3 you 8%
some fatare time,

{ BN D)
, original manmgeript of the
Thoiostatic copies of %he?foregoing gre on £ile with
the New York Genealogieal & Riographical Soosiety, 124 ¥ H58th
Ste, New York, and with Mr. Farl L. Kelsey, Genealofist of
The Xelsey Kindred, 105 Riverside Ave,, Torringten, Conn,

RPV,
- e e e e e e e e =
Other writings of Ianthe Walters; dates no% known.
{All notaes in paresnthesmes are by the nresent w»iiten 3JO7)

Refore the revolutionary war oar Great-grandfather
Stephen Xelsey was living at ~ast Feek Huntington, L.I.,
B, T . e T - T R~ S | f PO . I Lad Y TUEPE (. G B e I
FSTS A8 UWnSh Lmid &NU SiLaVEE 81i80e H1IS WiIlEe'E O30S Was
Anna Flatt, They had two acns, Sterhern and Tlatt, the latter
of whom wag onr grandfathar. Onr graonidmather wag a diastant
relative of her motherinlaw,

Great-grandfather was 8 stzprneh repeblican and showed
his aalors hravely, daring the war of the revelntion. At one
time during the war, some of fthe ¥ing's soldiers were qusrier-
ed in the best part of Granifather's honse, and a squad of
soldiers in the kiichen, the Yelssy family liviang bstween thse
twe. ZRat they snffered less arrogance from those who were in
the house, than from outsiders, and ssvecislly from their
bory neightors,

Grandmother Yelsey's msiden name was lary Flatt., Her
mother's maiden name was Frush., hen Grsndmother was 8 days
old her mother died, and her mother's sister Tlizsbeth, who
married John Conkling, took the babe and csred for if ss her
CWi1l,

Grandmother's father (Capt. Jesse Flati) was an offigcer
in the Trench snd Indisn ser, and died wken she was 8 years
old, She had a sister “annsh % yrs. older than YAFEELL she
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wesS, “his sister married g il», Roscoe., (David Raseo, Jr.)
Hr., & M¥¥s, Roscoe had s daughter TFolly, who married David
Gonld, Txyperience, nicknamed Tenie, whe was marrieé fto a lr,

Frime, Sarah, who married James Long, and Aimelia, who married
Trewster Yetcham, Ir, and I»s, Roseoe had also a son, Hathen-

iel Foscoe, Vis dsaghier Vary married g Conkling,

- - -~ - [ ] o -

Another:

Grantimother ./alters' muiden name was Elizasheth Vslentine.
Her moither was a Hewlett. Srandmotkrer haé four sisvers, viz,.
artha, who msarried s right: Tolly, who merried Gearrett Suydam;
Serah, Whoe married s Van ‘ostrand; T reve forzotiten the name
of the sister who married a8 Traviss, Srandmother had two bro-
thers, (Obadiah and Jeremigh., Obadiah married Grandfather's
sister Raghel (Walters). They had two sons, Fewlett and James,
and a daughter, *lizabetk,

ceremigh maerried lary Tan Velscr, They had four sons,
Tromas, Sanuel, Ja-eg and John, and three despghiers, Reisy,
Mary Ann, and Rachel,

Our grandfather, Renjamin 7slters, hed four sons, James,
feter, Samnel, =2né8 Charies; and seven daunghters, targaret,
Rzaghel, Rath, Iolly, Ann, Sally, gnd rhebe. Joapmes died vhen
about twelve years ol4, Eeter marrieéd my mother, Tlizabeth
Telsey, Samuel married hils cousin flizabe'h tonfort, and Chsarles

oo i Tl A abatl. Tha s T o e e o woy on Al TV e A
itid & AU LA VG ULl AV Te _Lﬁ!.aQ.LCU u..cu.z..u:'u UU.{..L.L v&l L dy OARGIITE

married Lewis Fnffet, Ruth merried her cousin James Valeniine,
Folly married Tlijish Tox, Arn married Talter Cox, Sslly &81id not%
merry, and lhebe married Titpns Zetchem, Crandfather ¥aliers'
sigser “lizsvevh merried Smith Teters,

TAathaon ol theacs ateoetana ‘I'MA A2 wham tmme oand Cawmals
N o e, - - - o el Y "t e S vw-&.w’ e P L Wi § PtV ¥ 55 8N S W et Goloals au,

died in infsney, and Amelia, who died when 18 years old, Fer
brother Ssmunel Frush ¥Yelsey had two wives, firet Tapny Sammis,
second Fannah Conkling, ¥Yer brother Tlatt married a Yiss
Sepndder, Fer brother John Conkling (Yelsey) merricd first

Al te i

Sarsh Brush, segond Rebeecs iisner, Her brctber cesge married

Thebe 905&1ngton. Her btrother Joel Scaaaeg (Kelsey) remained
unmerried. {TFublished records have his ffgf nmidéile neme
"Smith" instead of Scudder}.
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HOTES AEROUT STEIXHEN KELSY, AND HIS SON FLATT,
from the printed resords

Stephen Xelsey was a signer of the Articles of Assooiation,
as was also his son Platt, (Calendar of Historical ¥Manuseripts
relating to the 7ar of the Revolution, 1868, vol. 1, page 47
and following; among Funtington signers, Mey 8, 1775),

Stephen Kelsey was Corporsal in Capt. John .Jiskes' esompany
of ¥ilitia, whiech was in the Huntington ftroops ander sommand
of Col., Josish Smith. His name appears in the Returns cf that
Sompany, for serving from Jaly 29 to Aug. 31, 1776, They were
at the Raitle of Trooklyn. (Huntington ‘own Rec. 1889, vol.3,
pre 11,12, and foot-note),

Stephen Kelsey was ane of the eleven men appointed for
Tantingzton on the Fatriot Town Committee; these gommifticss
were appointed in town and county at the recommendation and
suggestion of the rrovirpeisl Congress of Mgy 22, 1776, 16 &id
the “atriot canse. {(0ld Times in Huniington, by E.C.Tlatt,
Trs 23, 39«40},

He was one 0of the Inspectors at the Zlection of (fficers
of the 8th Compeny in Hantington, Peb. 7, 1776. (Calendar of
Tistoricsal Manuseriypts, vols 1, p.231; name spelled "XKeleey"
in the printed record, evidensly meant for the old spelliing
"Felecey" or "Keloy"i.

Fe was one of the “ratriot Refugees" from the town o0f
Tantington, "who at various times srossed o Connistient on
service in the Fatiriot Cause™, (0ld Times in Funtington, p.564.

He and several other Haontington inhabitants were mention-
ed in a Rritish dispateh to the FNew York Mersury as being the
FLiQGip&1l revOLs in une wowan, ‘ney were pranded throanghout
this dispateh as "misecreants", "rebels”, "ssoundrels”, "traitors©,
"perjared villains", for their part in this "rebellion againat
the besgt of ¥ings". (0ld times in Huntington, p. 65; Eunting-
ton Towih ReGe, ¥01e3, pedd; Revolutionary Incidents of Suffolk
County, Onderdonk, p.84, this being more comyplete than the others).

£%er the war, Stephen Kelsey wase one of those who had

"Claims for Iroperty Taken or Destroyed and no Regceinrnts given”,
He had such items listed to the number of akout 18, istaling
well over 100 pounds in valoe, Cols J. G, Simcoe of the Quneens
nangers/8%%fained in a dispaten or letter, that Be "did not giwe
receipts o a great number of Teorle on Acecount ¢f their Rebel-
lious Zrineirles, or absolute disobedience to the General Order”,
and that "the Inhsbitants of the ftown of Huntington came onder
both descriptions”l (Buntingion "own Reg,, vol 3, Appendixi.
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Steghen Kelsey detected & conspirasy in the Army, and
wag paid = reward of Three Tounds, June 24, 1l776. {Refugees
of 1776 from TLong Island %o Connesiicut, Mather, 1913, p.432!},.
(Thie same reference also cites Stephen and Tlatt as signers
of the Association, and indicaftes the former as a Refugee).

Stephen Xelsey was on the "Wednesdsy night geard”, sc-
gordinz to "2 List of guards in Town Spot, 1781, Dec.4".,
{Hantington ‘own 2ec., voles 3, Is 71, Rut his son Sterhen
was aboai 22 years old by this time, so it may have been hej,

Fe held masny town offices, over a period of many yesars:

Supervisor, 1777
‘rastee, 1779“17?5,iﬂ310; 1777-1781,incl,

Commissionser, 1774-1781, incl.,

Lagepcor, 1774=5_ 1777 1720,

o care for intesisie estaveg, l778-1781,
Fopnce Viewer, 1769-1772 incl.

Surveyor, 1774-%,

In 1787 Sterhren Yelsey was Irostee and Supervisor,- (or posSs-
#ibly rnis son®%). (A11 the above from vol. 3, Bantingtca
lown rec.,, though very few of these references are indexefd ),

Tlgtt Felsey hired the privileze of ithe Ferry %o Con-
negiicut, between Huntington Zsrbor and Iorwalk Harbor, on
April 8, 1789, For this concession he paid Tight ?oands
per year, and nnder the stipnlations of the Trustees of
Hantington he engaged %o

"keep & good and safficient Boas
which will _carry six Horses &t g time in good order and give
proyper Asuvenaance and Shall regeive no more than thres
shillings for a man 2nd fouar shilllngs for a Horse and four
shillings for all grown catile - - =",

If a single passen-
ger appiied snd cifered aubble Ferryage”, he was obliged
to make the %rip, weather permitting. {Hantington Town Rec,.,
vol.2, Tsl4l.)
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NOUES ON THE WALTZRS, VALZNIING, and CARLL FAMILITS, of L.l
e ompileJA Y6l old records and data given tc the present

writer by Harriet #. Chadbourne in 1905)

Teter ialters, who married “lizsbeth Xelsey, was 8 son

of Fenjamin vsliers, ZRenjamin Wallers was b, Peb, 22, 17b5

angé 4.

Oet. 28, 1828, On Her., 9, l783 he married Elizadbeth

Valentine, Their childeen were:

l.
2o

3

128
[ ]

O

»%

feo

Ee

Je
10,

11,

James, b, Apre leagad %egeara

Eeter, b, Oct, 14,1785; ds AUZe 19,18420 He m,.

Slizabeth Felsey. Their descendants are to
Ve ineiuded in the foritheoming Vol.3 of
the Yelsey genealogy.

vargaret, b. Sepi. 2,1787; m. Peb, 20, 1812, John

carll, son of Sergt. John Carll. Their
ablldren are given in parasgrayh <A, below,

Rachel, b, Oct. 4, 1789; m. Lewis Puffet; had dan.
Mary snn; see o, 2 in £4 below,

Bath, s Sep?). 20, l?gl; de DE&Gs 5 Or 6, 1877; she
s her cousin, James Valentine, Their descen-
dants are ziven in the ook, "Vaientines in
America”, pube. in 1874, pages 27-29, but as
gsomeé errors sppsear 4o have crept into that

manAawA +*ha annunaf&nna inﬁ-fna‘i'ni! ey 4 o PA oo
e SN N L W w Ll e A Wwad @ Jda W Al dbnded W o e A d dhn L5 ofle NFF ob bbb Wil

tion in the hsnd of the present writer are
given in paragrayh =G below,

Samiel, De NOVe 16, 1733; @» I8G. 29, 18T5; ms nis
cousin, =Zlizsbeth }Monfort, o chlldren.

Mary {Follg), ©. Jaly 16, 1796; 4. Apr. 21, 1861;
m., Zlijah Gox; had dans. Jane {m. Stephen
fowell), and Harietta, who lived in Oysier ZBay.

Anns (Ann), b. Apr. 10, X§ 1799; m, #alter Cox; had
dau. Ann %lizabeth who m., Valentine Fonfort;
thelr dau. was Elizabeth 4inn; lived 1in Foodbury.

Sarsh {Sally), itwin to Anna; did rnoi marry.

Sharles, b, liar. 18, 180l1; 4. kar, 25, 138l; m. Eliza-
bveth Roe; had dan. Fery “lizasteth who m. Ge€0,
Hendrickson of Erooklyn and ﬁhey in torn kad dan.

Zlizabeth who m. Lewis Faffet Carll,- see para-
gravhs £4 =nd #R, below; had also son Chsrles wWild
liam who m. lMary Terry and had c¢hildren.

hebe, b. ay 31, 1806; m. {l) itas Fetcham and hed
children, of ahom geme, at least, died in shildhood:
De {2) Filliam islaott.
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ke Gdates in the foregoing list are mostly from an ola
7alters RBidble; zary ( lerry) .alters stated that Samuel {Xo.
6 sbove) inserited there the names &néd dates of his parents and
thedr children,

Lnother record in this Fible gives ihe following names
and detes for the preceeding generstion:

Children of James and lary Walters

i. BeﬂL&min, bs Teb, 22, 175b; d. Oect. 28, 1829,
2, rever, be. Nove 27, 1756

3. Samupel, b, July 4, 1768

4, Rachel, b. Aug. 25, 1761

De JOhﬂ, b, June 23, 1771

{See T.13 for statemsnt that Renjamin had a sister, who m.
mith Teters; thie sister, Hlizsbeth, does not apreer in
the Tible record nere qunobed),

“nere may be some doubi as tc Whether the name of the
father 0f this family was James, It is so given in the Tible
rezord just quoted, Tanthe Welters wrote, "I think his name
was Jaxes" {rpsge 10}, Anocther descendsnt searched this masgter
s few yeare 8g0 and believesg im o have been nsmed John.

In gsarport of this belief he states that a history of Long
Island says, 0f the islters trothers, Henry, Sampel ané John,
thév oOnL nad & 804 Penjamiin Who Was DOXn TFTeévy <&, 175D and
married =lizabeth Valentine; that the history further states
- = « thet Samael the brother of Tenjamin enlisied from Flush-

ing in 1812, served at Port Green and was honorably disechsarged
and pensioned,

o et Y W Lan W [CA VAV IS S VR TR L - u a dlLiNA VLS LD T VLY L3N A LAY VoL .LJ.J

the reference. The old Ritle has s3ill other resords, and
they ineluade a John @whe hed brothers (%) Henry and Samuel,
bat John wounld have had fc marry at 16 to have been Tenjamin's
fo2ther, The Ridle regord, oorisd sxactly, rsads: |
Mareh the 21 BDay 1734 the Zag of Henly dallers
febuary the 14 Day 1736 the Fag of Samuel Jalilers
febuary the 16 Day 1738 the “ag of Jokhn Yalters 1743
vartha Jalters born 12 Dey September in tre year of our lord/

X0 strange resords occar in this seme 0ld Rible, viz:

Semunel Cossilboom born Dec. 9, 17569
Devid Coseilboom bornm tay 1, 1771

"his name ogcurs in certain lists of the time, variously
srelled Casseboom, Coseboom, Csnseboom, eta.

i - - - -« L] - o - -
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=A
{see Nos. &, &, 10, on pel6)
Chiléren of John saé largsret {.zlters;) Csarll:

l. Frsnces F“mily, b, abt, 1812; m. Alfred Valentine and had
son8 James snd Alfred, who grew up angd married; hed
also seversl e}ildren whe 8. JOUnEs
Z.4lcnze Seamore, m, Hary Ann Euffet; see Jo. 4 on . 16,
e ‘Eb telo®e~ #Bo
3. Sargh klizsbeth
4, 'ariette, m. “dward Ogden Crowell cf Newark, sn editor.
e was gonneafed with a Newark psper and slsc was
eaitor of & veper in Tuntington, I.I., sbout 1845-55,)
5. 7eruah, m. Nathaniel Rurtis of Frooklyn. See pe 10. They
nad dan,. jemie sro d. at 18, a2néd sen Nathaniel,d. 10 mos,
6s sohn T™ranklin, me {1} Hsnnsh Bertis and had & son and a dsu,.
w#he 8. fboth) in infancy;: m. {?) Hartba 1appan and had

Toeater whoe Ylivosd T o 4-,.,;

- N (- VA e o e e NS e Y deeds ¥ w WA d-.&-t a ds W & P 2 ’ -Lﬁl..

#B £B
{See To. 10 o1 1.16, 2nd To. 2 above),

Shildven 0f iLlonzg

Ja
m
\
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¢
#
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et

1. Trances “mily, d. Yyoung.
2. Liewis Raffet, 1845-1219; see scoount below,
B3:Jokn Tenry; . Elizab et Puchanan, ané lived ir Toledo
&, Tanthe; dld nct marry: 4. 5 IESe. | .
5. Agnes; d. youngs yun::»-?::ELL' 6. (hovgo; 4. o
7 &« Herianns; 4id ﬂou MEYTYe
¥ #. Seamore; m. Delia~-; had dau. Della; hed son Féward Livdng-
stone, @ho hes m, sndé has one or more oh.)
78, ¥red; daid not marry.
107 Adéis on; ms. Lagy ~; no children,

{and—I Shink there wass enother)

Three of these children were born blind snéd lived te ¢ld
gge. Of these & brother, and a sisfter who in her gentle and ann-
assuming wsy makes lifs brighter for others saffering the ssme
handigap, are stlll resident ia or about New York Ziitys. The
third, Lewis Tuffet Carll, (sezond in the list ahove), was a man
o0f extraordinary mental power, snd was known as the Rlind lMsthe-
madiciarn,. Hig father'’s mother, &nd his mother's mother, were
the sisiers illargarei and Rachel Jaliers., He was the only one of
the blind ehildren %c marry, btot hasd no ghildren., His wifs,
whom he marrisd sbout the year 1900, was & granddanghter ¢f Charles,
e brother of Margarei ané Rschel., (yp., 16, 0.1G).

Lewis Tnffet Carll, sightless from bvirth, graduated from
Celumbia University in 1870, stsnding segcond only %o his friend
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and classmate Seth Lew, later iisyor of New York. He was the
firgst bdlind rerson to succezlsfully compleie 8 college ednca-~
tion, and he iherebly afforded eancouragemant and insentive %o
others to follow in his stieps,

lrs Carll vecame best krnown for his bocks. Phe first,
"gelenlus of Varistions| s volume 0f over £50 pazes, was pub-
iished in 1881, sfter 10 yoars of prodigious sindy =2né research,.
™is wses by far the most sdvanced work that had yeit been writ-
ten aypon this atsiruse bransh of mathematics, He had a sesond
ook, carrying the sabjeet still farther, in course of prepars-
tion. Tor many yeers he hreld & Pellowship at Solumbis,

An 3llpgstrested oniline o0f the 1ife end mork 0f this remark-
ehle man is tc be found in an artisle in The Dunluth Evening
Heraeld of Janmary 4, 1508.

M &
m

Sorree tions/ to The Talontines in smerica™ { see p. 16, N0.5).
andé sagiticos
l:. Y28, Val., in Am. Thomss Vslentine's son Cbadish who m,
Rachel the sister of RBanj., 7elters, had sons James and Hewletd
Wwho me. 8isters nsmed Hendrickson. {This is the same 2badich
menuvioned on peges 12 and 12 cf the present writingl,.

Ze T8, Vale &N imMms he merrigge of Tbedish son 0of Jere-
miah musi be wrongly given heres, for it wos not he why married
Ruth velters, bat his trother James, The marriage of James and
rath is correaily given., on nage 29 of Val. in Am.

Be T»29, Val. in Am. “bonba/f#§1£aﬁiﬁé ¢ (Vandewater) Val-

envine’s dau. esiﬁe wad ¢hildren, and8 a brothser nsmed Renjamin,
Thaeche heid s nwann’ n%v ”1{0g¥n*%’ gnid twmo nnﬁnawc Navina ana

bl it S i bk P

Duryea, (alL ”snaewater). whe married respeauivaly, Renjamin T.
and Louzaa Js Valentine {(children of her husdband's brother James).
and Mary Elizsbeth Lragy (deughter of her husband's sister Harriet).

4. DPo29,{midéle}, Vel. in 2m. YTere are listed the marrisges
of "Jeremish son of Cbadish™, DIni our record has the Jeremish
who was fhos married, fc Ye the son of James znd Rath, not of
Obedish. The book i&aalf gives evidence of its own error in this,
for at the top of the samc psze we find ths marrisze of "Jeremish
son of Cbadiah™ slready accouniecd for, anfi just after that we
find Jeremish the son of james and Ruth with no sccounting for
marriage or children,

5. is to Thomas Velentine's daaghtaig??g 1ggéﬁe%f' %ieﬁ
Fenjemin Jalters; lfary haé s dau. who m, & Duryes snd they in
torn had a dsi. Zannsh; Sarseh had no ehildren; Yertha hed o dsua.
who m. a8 Furtis ané fther iz turn had s son Fsthaniel, See .10,

6. The name dslters is givern ss "Woters" in many pPlaces in
the vrinted recoras, And in tre ”aleﬂtige Zeneglcsys §3here was
watiers; I have not

elso a fumily vwhose name wag /alers or
foand thas they wers relates. Fnere this family is spoken 08¢,
the name shoulé be isliers,

C N S S SR T S S
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“Kanawha County Land Grants, Sep-
tember 20, 1791-May 11, 1797,” April,
1943, West Virginia History.

“Sources for South Carolina History in
the Nation’s Capitol” by Maxey R. Disk-
son, pp. 50-b4, South Carolina Historical
Association Proceedings, 1942.

“The Surnames of Scotland—Their
Origin, Meaning and History,” by George
F. Black, Ph.D. Part VI of this series,
covering the surnames Boyle to Closhoder-
ick, appears on pp. 65-125, January, 1914,
Bulletin of the New York Public Library.

“Material in the National Archives re-

lating to the early history of the District
of Columbia” by Elizabeth Bethel, pp.
169-187, vol. 42-43 (1942), The Columbia
Historical Society Records.

“Canadian Refugee Lands in Ohid¥ by
C. M. Clayton, pp. 377-380, Decgrhher
1943, Canadian Historical Review.

“Ship Registers of :the District of
Gloucester, 1789-1785,” compiled from
Gloucester, Mass., customs records in the
possession of the Essex Institute, pp. 41-
64, 177-192, 265-280, 287-402, volume 38
(1942) Essex Institute Historical Collec-
tions. (Continued from earlier issues.)

MARYLAND

Many of the colonies granted pensions
to disabled soldiers and sailors of the Rev-
olution, even before the organization of
the nation as the United States of Ameri-
ca. Of interest as examples of these pen-
sions are the following extracts from
county court records in Maryland.
Proceedings, Orphans Court, Baltimore

Co., 1787, vol. 2, p. 2.

“Ordered that the collector of the coun-
ty pay unto Mark Walsh, a private in the
7th Maryland Regiment, who was wounded
in the Battle at German Town in the year
1777, the sum of three pounds fifteen shill-
ings, being for 3 months half pay due the
10th day of January last.”

Similar entry Philip Sullivan, Battle of
Camden, 16 Aug., 1780.

PENSIONS

Similar entry—James Collins, serjant,
1st Maryland Regiment, seige of York in
Virginia. '

Similar entry—John Bennet, 2nd Mary-
land Regiment, Battle of Camden.

Frederick County, Court Minute Book

“On application of sundry disabled per-
sons formerly soldiers in the Maryland
Line for an allowance under the Act en-
titled An Act for the relief of disabled
and maimed officers, soldiers and seaman,
the following orders on Adam Fisher,
Esq., were directed to be given, namely:

George Hiltebrick

Mary Parsons, widow of William Par-
sons, militia.

John Strasner, 2nd Regiment.

John Stresner, priv., 7th Regt.

INSCRIPTIONS FROM OLD CEMETERY, RALEIGH, N. C.

CONTRIBUTED BY JEAN STEPHENSON AND BESSIE C. CARMAN, Washington, D. C.

Sacred / to the memory of / Nancy
Harris / who departed this life on the /
13th of August A. D. 1840 in / the 56th
year of her age / [Inscription]

Sacred / to the memory of / Robert
Cannon / who was born / in Pitt Co., N.

C. / March 7th, 1780 / and departed this
life / at Raleigh July 9th 1833 /

Sacred / to the memory of / Dr. Arthur
Nelson / Died Oct. 5th, 1841 / aged 50
years / A native of Fredericktown, Md.
and / oldest son of the late Gen’l / Roger
Nelson / During his residence in this /
city he acquired that general / respect
and esteem to which / his exemplory con-
duct and / Gentlemanly deportment /
justly entitled him. /

Eliza B. Dudley / wife of / Edward B.
Dudley / Born 24th November 1796 / Died
the 14th day of October / 1840 /

David Royster, Jr. / son:of Jacob Roy-
ster / and Lucy Daniel / Born at / Clark-
ville, Va. 1777/ Died at / Raleigh, N. C. /
June 22, 1865 / aged 88 years /

Susan Royster / wife of David Royster
/ and daughter of Elisha Sons|/ born in /
Warren Co., N. C. 1779 / Died at / Ra-
leigh, N. C./ Oct. 25, 1864 aged 85 years /

To the memory of / John Devereux /
born in the County of Wexford / Ireland /
March 11th. A.D. 1761 / died in Raleigh /
July 1st A.D. 1841 /

To the memory of / George Pollok /
who was born March 16th / 1772 / and
died April 9th / 1839 /



54 NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY , Wol .22, 3“0'394.4_ "

Thomas Pollok Devereux / son of John
and Frances Devereux / Born in New
Berne Dec. 17 / 1793 / Died at Connaco-
mara in Halifax County / March 12th,
1869 /

who died / March 10, 1863 /
In memory of / Bridget Hill / wife of

Surry Hill / who departed / this life /

August 5, 1848 / aged 70 years /
In_memory of / Lisbon White who /

To the memory / of / Mrs.

vereux / who died at the / Whi Sulphur
Springs, Virginia / July 17th AyD. 1336,
aged 40 yrs.
In / remembrance of / Jane
who died 19 Febry / 1844 / aged 90 years/
In memory / of Richard / Dickson /

athering -
A. Devereux / wife of / ThomhP PR De-

wona

wase, Korng 17th Oct / 1781 died 81 Janu-

aged 54 years / — months 13
days /
gane Davis / Relict of Colonel John

TKO:.A ,gu;.fbug}g"Wﬂ iams / late of New Hanover

=N®rth Carolina / Died at Raleigh,
28th July 1818 / aged / 62 years and 2
days / The mother of 4 children /

NOTES ON THE WALTERS, VALENTINE, HEWLETT, AND
CARLL FAMILIES OF LONG ISLAND
BY ROBERT FRANKLIN X‘OD, Washington, D. C.

A—Introductory

Al. The following notes are based on
family records and memoranda, supple-
mented by such published data as may
serve to help unify them. It is realized
that they remain fragmentary; it is
hoped, however, that such information as
can be given here will prove useful to
whoever may be studying these and re-
lated Long Island families, for their own
interest or for further compilation.

A2. In 1892 Charles William (Charles,
Benjamin) Walters (J14) made a copy,
now in the writer’s possession, of the Wal-
ters family records contained in a Bible
left to him by his uncle Samuel Walters
(E8). In this Bible were no pages de-
signed for family records, so entries were
made here and there where there was
room. There are four groups of such
entries, and we shall detail them here
under Sections B, C, D, and E.

B—The Oldest Walters Records

B1. The oldest records, which have not
vet been satisfactorily correlated with
later generations, read as follows:
B2. March the 21 Day 1734 the
Eag of Henry Walters

B3. febuary the 14tk Day 1736 the
Eag of Samuel Walters

B4. febuary the 16 Day 1738 the
Eag of John Walters

B5. Martha Walters born 12 Day
September in the year of
our Lord 1743

B6. All of these names are to be found
in early records of Long Island. In Oys-
ter Bay Town Records, vol. 6, p. 283, we

find Henry Walters witness to a deed

dated Feb. 12, 1759. 1In Collections of the
New York Historical Society, Abstracts
of Wills, vol. 9, p. 257, we find the will of
William Walters of Cold Spring, Oyster
Bay (March 15, 1771; proved 1780) which
makes mention of wife Mary; sons Simeon,
William, John, Samuel; daus. Mary,
Martha, Gretia and her children Rachel
and Isaac and Solomon Weeks.

B7. We have nothing definite, however,
to identify William’s family with the Wal-
ters family we are considering, and there
is no Henry mentioned in the will. On
the other hand, the place, Oyster Bay, is
in the same general locality where “our”
Walters family long resided (G5, 6, 7, 8),
and William’s life span could be consistent
with birth dates B2, 3, 4, and 5,—especial-
ly since we find William’s marriage as
Dec. 7, 1728 in the records of St. George’s
Church (Episcopal), Hempstead, L. 1.
The record reads, “William Walters and
Mary Losee, both of Oyster Bay.” (See
N. Y. G. & B. Rec,, vol. 11, p. 135).

B8. There was on Long Island also a
large family named Waters, and looseness
of spelling in old records makes for con-
fusion which at times is hard or impos-
sible to resolve. For further comments on
these oldest Bible records see Section F.

C—Next Oldest Records

Cl. The record with next oldest dates
connects definitely with later generations,
but we shall have to examine into the
identity of the father, James, for reasons
which will appear in Section F. This rec-
ord reads as follows:

Wash. n.c.

1
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C2. The children of James and Mary
Walters were—

(1) C3. Benjamin Walters' was born
the 22 February year of our Lord 1755.
Died Oct. 28, 1829 [Cf. G8]

(2) C4. Peter Walters® born the 27 day
of November in the year of our Lord 1756
[Cf. G6]

(3) C5. Samuel Walters born the fourth
of July in the year of our Lord 1758 [Cf.
G7]

(4) C6. Rachel Walters born the 25

day of August in the year -of our Lord
1761 [H2] [Cf. G5]

(5) C7. John Walters' born the 23 day
June in the year of our Lord 1771

C8. For comment on these, see Section
F. '

D—Unexplained Records

D1. Two strange records were in the
old Bible at this point, which have never
been explained.

D2. Samuel Cossilboom born 9 day De-
cember in the year of our Lord 1769

D3. David Cossilboom born 1 day May
in the-year of our Lord 1771

D4. For comments on these, see Section
I.

E—Record of the Benjamin Walters
Family

E1l. On another page of the Bible were
vital records of Benjamin Walters (C3)
and his children',—entered there by his
son Samuel according to a letter written
by Mary, wife of Charles William Wal-
ters (J14). These are here given, togeth-
er with additional information from fam-
ily letters and papers, and from other
sources:

E2. The ninth day March 1783 Benja-
min Walters'.®* married Elizabeth Valeng-
tine [For notes on Valentine relationships
see Section H; see also J1].

(1) E3. And the nineteenth April 1784
James Walters was born [He died aged
12 years. See F5].

(2) E4. Peter Walters was born the
fourteenth of October 1785 Died 19 Aug
1842 [He m. March 20, 1811, Elizabeth,
dau. of Platt and Mary (Platt) Kelsey*
of Huntington, L. I.; they are buried in
Rosewood Cemetery, Manhassett, L. 1.
See J3, 4].

1See N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 55, pp. 339, 340.
Census of 1800, for families of Benjamin Walters
and John Walters.

22Cf. N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 57, p. 62, Census of
1800, in which a Peter Walters certifies the popula-
tion of certain towns.

3 See paragraph GS8 and footnote 6, of whiech p.
118 applies.

4 Regarding this marriage, see N. Y. G. & B. Rec.,
vol. 62, pp. 140-145.

(3) Eb5. Margaret Walters was born
ninth of September, 1787 [She m. Feb. 20,
1812, John Carll. See J5; Sect. K].

(4) E6. Rachel Walters was born
fourth October 1789 [She m. Lewis Buf-
fett. See J6].

(5) E7. Ruth Walters was born the
twentieth of September, 1791 [She m. her
cousin James Valentine of Bayside, L. 1.
See H2; J7. She d. Dec. 6, 1877; bur. in
Zion Church Cemetery, Little Neck, L. I1.]

(6) E8. Samuel Walters was born the
sixteenth of November, 1793. [See A2;
this Samuel was owner of the Bible. He
m. his cousin Elizabeth Monfort; he d.
Deec. 29, 1875].

(7) E9. Mary Walters was born the
sixteenth of July 1796 Died April 21,
1861. [Called Polly; she m. Elijah Cox.
See J12].

(8) (9) EI10. Anna & Sarah Walters
was born the tenth day April, 1799. (Anna
m. Walter Cox; see J13. Sarah did not
marry].

(10) E11. Charles Walters was born
March 18, 1801. Died Marech 25, 1861.
[He m., 1832, Elizabeth Roe of Bayside,
L. I.; see F2; J14].

(11) E12. Phebe Walters was born the
thirty-first day of May in the year of our
Lord 1806. [She m. (1) Titus Ketcham,
and had two sons who d. in infaney; m.
(2) William Walcott; she d. 1866].

E13. This concludes the entries in the
Walters Bible.

F—Notes on Sections B and C

F1. Now let us compare the oldest Wal-
ters records as given in Section B with the
History of Queens County, New York by

W. W. Munsell & Co., 1882. Under
“Flushing,” p. 89, we find:
F2. “The Walters brothers, Henry,

* Samuel, and John, were settlers in the

east end of town, in the Little Neck dis-
trict, prior to the Revolution, and Henry
served in Young’s Militia under Hamilton.
John had a son Benjamin” (C£f. C3)” born
February 22nd, 1755, who married Eliza-
beth Valentine. They had eleven children.
Cne of their sons, Charles,” (Cf. E11)
“was born in 1801, and married in 1832 to
Elizabeth Roe. They had a son and a
daughter Charles W. and Mary (now
Hendrickson) who are the only represen-
tatives of that branch now here. Samuel
Walters, a brother of Benjamin, enlisted
from Flushing in the War of 1812, served
at Fort Greene and was honorably dis-
charged and pensioned.”

F3. So here we have the same trio, and
in the same order as their “Eag” in the
old Bible (Sect. B), yet disagreeing with
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that Bible record (Sect. C) which gives
“James and Mary Walters” (C2) as Ben-
jamin’s parents. It will be noted that if
John, born 1738, was indeed the father of
Benjamin born 1755, he must have mar-
ried at age 16, in 1754. But in Marriage
Licenses, Province of New York, previous

to 1784, 1860, (also in New York Mar-

riages before 1785), we find a John Wal-
ters, p. 445, marrying Hannah Brush,
May 4, 1757. Again, a John Walters is
to be found (Coll. of N. Y. Hist. Soc., 1891,
p. 70), 5 ft. 8 in. tall, 20 years old, born in
North Castle, a carpenter, dark com-
plexion, who enlisted, April 8, 1758, in
Capt. Petrus Stuyvesant’s company,
Queens County. Though his age thus
agrees with our John Walters, our ques-
tion of identity and parentage remains
unanswered.

F4. About 1880 Miss Ianthe Walters
(1812-1898), eldest child of Peter (E4),
in a paper now in the writer’s possession,
wrote: “Our great-grandfather Walters
(I think his name was James) came from
England and he and his brother
were on the side of the crown in the rev-
olutionary war,—in other words they were
tories, and had to go to Nova Scotia at the
close of the war, from whence they re-
turned after some years, wiser I think,
but not wealthier men.” This brother
evidently was Samuel (B3), for in the
N.Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 34, p. 197, we find
under “Loyalists etc. Mustered at Digby,
Nova Secotia,” May, 1784, Samuel “Wat-

ters,” with one child under 10, described-

as “Loyalist, settled in Digby.” The
writer has not discovered the name of
either John or James Walters in Nova
Scotia records.

F5. If then, James instead of John was
the father of Benjamin Walters, he ap-
parently was a brother of the trio Henry,
Samuel, and John. The fact that Benja-
min’s first-born was named James (E3)
might lend weight in support of James
(C2) as the parent.

F6. Descendants of Mrs. Amelia K.
(Walters) Willis (1816-1909), another
daughter of Peter (E4) have a table giv-
ing the parents of Benjamin (C3) as
James Walters and Mary Hewlett, but no
authority cited.

G—The Hewlett Relationship

G1. The Hewletts®, influential and well-
to-do, were, like the Walters Family,
strongly Loyalist or tory. We know that
Benjamin Walter®® wife, Elizabeth Valen-
tine (E2), was a daughter of Elizabeth
Hewlett who married Thomas Valentine,
and this goes at least as far as to show
that these several families were intermar-
rying and that the alliance mentioned in
the preceeding paragraph would be per-
fectly logical. The Walters family gen-
eration after generation were Episcopa-
lians, as apparently were the others also,
and in the records of St. George’s Church,
Hempstead, L. I., we find all these family
names repeatedly. The following are of
note’:

G2. May 20, 1736 (born) Elizabeth, d.
of John and Hannah Hulett. (Probably

she who m. Thomas Valentine mentioned
above).

G3. Sept. 18, 1743, Charles, s. of John
and Hannah Hulett bapt. at Oyster Bay.
(See G4).

G4. Jan. 14, 1770, (mar.) Chas. Hew-
lett of Oyster Bay and Martha Davenport.
(Possibly the Capt. Charles Hewlett “of
Revolutionary War notoriety,” brother of
Elizabeth (Hewlett) Valentine).

G5. Feb. 17, 1779, Obadiah Valentine &
Rachel Walters both of Oisterbay. (Cf.
C6; H2),

G6. Feb. 16, 1780, Peter Walters and
Sophia Place both of Oisterbay. (Cf. C4).

G7. July 29, 1782, Samuel Walters and
lc\jdsa)rtha Van Cot both of Oisterbay. (Cf.

G8. Mar. 9, 1783, Benjamin “Waters”
and Elizabeth Valentine both of CQCister-
bay. (Another record says: ‘“Benjamin
Waters of West Hills near the village of
Cold Spring, in Oyster Bay”).

H—Notes on Valentine Relationships

H1. According to the account by Miss
Ianthe Walters (F4), Elizabeth Valentine
(E2) had four sisters. Mary (Polly)
married Garrett Suydam; they had a
daughter, Hannah Duryea. Martha mar-
ried a Wright and had a grandson whose
name was Nathaniel Burtis. Sarah mar-
ried a Nostrand but had no children. The
fourth sister married a Traviss. (Cf.
Valentines in America).

H2. Miss Walters stated also that the
brothers of Elizabeth Valentine were
Jeremiah whose son James married his

% Published accounts of the Hewlett family are in
some cases inconsistent and contradictory. An au-
thoritative genealogical history of the Long Island
Hewletts would be interesting and useful.

6N. Y. G. & B. Rec.,, v. 9, p. 182; v. 10, p. 19;
v. 14, pp. 43, 117; v. 15, pp. 78, 112, 113.
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cousin Ruth Walters (E7), and Obadiah
who married Rachel Walters (C6; Gb5),
Ruth Walter®s’ aunt.

H3. The Valentines owned a large farm,
about 1,000 acres, near West Hills in Oys-
ter Bay, about half of which was occu-
pied by Thomas Valentine (G1), father of
Elizabeth, Jeremiah, and Obadiah. On
this farm were quite a number of slaves,
voluntarily released and freed later on,
and Miss Walters recalled seeing one of
these, “0ld Lucy,” when she visited at her
“Uncle Oby’s,”—Obadiah just mentioned,
who was really her great uncle. She re-
lated also that her father (E4) remarked,
when talking about the family of his
grandfather Thomas Valentine, “that the
negroes raised the corn, fed it to the hogs,
and then ate the pork.” These recollec-
tions are of a time that now is more than
one hundred years past.

H4. Some other parts of the account by
Miss Walters are identical to data given
in the published work by T. W. Valentine,
Valentines in Awmerica, 1874, pp. 27-29.
However, there are certain ambiguities in
those pages, which can be clarified or cor-
rected by what Miss Walters wrote; these
are here covered in paragraphs H5—HT.

H5. Page 28: Obadiah and Rachel
{Walters) Valentine had two sons, James
and Hewlett, who married sisters named
Hendrickson, and a daughter Elizabeth
who married a Monfort.

H6. Page 28 erroneously gives Ruth
Walters as marrying Obadiah son of Jere-
miah Valentine. It is perfectly certain
that she married her cousin James Valen-
tine (Cf. H2), and the genealogy itself
gives this version on the very next page,
and again, most explicitly, on page 31.
Page 15 gives the marriage of an Obadiah
'Valentine to Ruth Watts, May 6, 1815;
this could be the marriage intended on
page 28, and the date seems reasonable
since Obadial son of Jeremiah was born
(page 28) in 1787. . 29

H7. In the middle of page 28 certain
marriages are given (mistakenly) for
“Jeremiah son of Obadiah,” for at the top
of this same page we find the marriage of
this same Jeremiah already accounted for,
as well as his children. The marriages
attributed to “Jeremiah son of Obadiah”
in the middle of the page belong in reality,
according to our family account, to Jere-
miah a son of James and Ruth (Walters)

Valentine. (See 47, 10). Bearing this
out, it will be noted that near the top of
page 29 we find Jeremiah, son of James
and Ruth, with no account of his marriage
nor children. When the foregoing correc-
tions are made, pages 27-29 in the gene-
alogy become understandable.

I—Notes on Section D,—the Unexplained
Records

I1. No marriage has been found by the
writer between the Walters and “Cossil-
boom” families, and we can only surmise
that there must have been a marriage or
some other close bond hetween them. It
has been conjectured that Martha Walters
(B5) might have married a Cossilboom;
of fact, however, we have none. About
twelve years ago the writer corresponded
with several by the name of Casseboom in
Mass. and N. Y., but without avail.

I2. The name occurs in certain lists and
records® of the period, spelled in many
ways,—Cossaboom, Cansibome, ete. It ap-
parently is of Dutch origin, and is to be
found in “Ancient Families of New York:
Dutch Aliases’™ as Carseboom or Kerse-
boom, in 1665 and 1682. The name Kirse-
bogm, is now extant. One of the Dutch
names in New Jersey that underwent
changes” was Karsenboom to Kassaboom.
Perhaps a search for Walters records in
Monmouth County, New Jersey, would be
suggested by this, assuming that members
of both families might have resided in
that section before going to Long Island.

I8. Among the St. George’s records
from which we have already cited {(G2-8)
it is interesting to find the marriage of
David ‘“Coseboom” and Jane Brass, June
19, 1782; this David could easily be a
relative of the David® who enlisted in
Capt. Richard Hewlett’s company in 1758,
5 ft., 10 in., 37 years old, born in “Con-
nectt,” weaver, fair complexion; and both
of them may probably have been related
to David (D3) of the Walters Bible.

I4. In July, 1776, when the British
were about to land on Long Island, the
New York Provincial Congress ordered all
cattle to be driven away from the coast,
in the south and west parts of the island.
Farmers “east of Hempstead village”

“Coll. of N. Y. Hist. Soc. for 1891, Muster Rolls
1755-1764, pp. 62, 194, 226 ; Ree. of 1st. Church in
Huntington, pp. 80, 96.

*N. Y. G. & B. Ree., vol. 10, p. 39.

*N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 20, p. 34.



58 NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY

ageamst

signed a long petition remonstrating
this order; among the many names to this
petition were Henry Walters and David
Casseboom.”

I5. A few months before the Battle of
Brooklyn, some 450 tory residents of
Queens County and vicinity signed an
oath", as a result no doubt of pressure
brought upon them by their neighbors and
by local authority, that they had delivered
up their arms and ammunition, pledging
that they would desist from acts hostile to
the Americans, would not take up arms
against them nor by any means assist “his
Majesty’s troops in the present contest,”
etc. Among those who made this “solemn
promise” were Benjamin, John, Henry,
and James Walters or Waters; John Hew-
lett among several by that surname, and
Obadiah among several Valentines. Im-
mediately after that battle, when General
Washington’s troops had to withdraw
from Long Island, this same element of
the populace signed a very different
paper”, telling how glad they would be ‘“to
be restored to the King’s most gracious
protection,” ete., ete.

J—Notes on Section E: the Benjamin
Walters Family

J1. Benjamin Walters, according to the
account by his grand-daughter Ianthe,
“had blue eyes and light brown hair”; his
wife, Elizabeth Valentine, “was very good-
looking,—had hazel eyes and brown hair
and was rather reserved in manner, but
she was a warmhearted whole-souled
woman.”

J2. Notes on the father of Benjamin
Walters and on his eldest son, have been
given in Section F.

J3. Peter Walters (E4) had eleven chil-
dren, of whom we have already mentioned
two daughters (F4, 6). Another, the
youngest, was Harriet”, born in Great
Neck, L. I., Dec. 14, 1837; she married,
Oct. 2, 1856, at Flushing, L. I., Sylvester
W. Chadbourne (b. in No. Berwick, Me.,
July 13, 1826; d. in So. Berwick, Me., Feb.

10 Annals of Hempstead, Onderdonk, 1878, p. R86.

11 Refugees of 1776 from L. I. to Conn., Mather,
1913, pp. 1052-1054.

12 History of Long Island, Thompson, 1918, pp.
300-301 ; also footnote 11. There were 1294 signers.
names not given.

13 Sylvester W. and Harriet (Walters) Chadbourne
were the maternal grandparents of the writer of
this article.

10, 1863) ; she died in Blandford, Mass.,
Nov. 1, 1907, and with her husband is
buried in Brookside Cemetery, Easthamp-
ton, Mass. Much of the information in
this article is due to Mrs. Chadbourne’s
retentive memory, to her care in the pres-
ervation of family papers, and to the close
contacts which, throughout the forty-four
years of her widowhood, she maintained
with her many relatives and friends, with
whom she was a universal favorite.

J4. Descendants of Peter Walters and
Elizabeth Kelsey his wife of Long Islzand,
are given in a manuscript by that title by
the compiler of these notes. The original
of this manuseript is on file in the library
of the National Genealogical Society,
Washington, D. C., and copies are being
placed in the New York Public Library,
the New York Genealogical and Biograph-
ical Society, the Long Island Historical
Society (Brooklyn), and the Huntington
(L. 1.) Historical Society. The earlier
generations of these descendants are ex-
pected to appear in Volume 3 of the De-
scendants of William Kelsey, if and when
such a volume is added to the two already
published. The Kelsey family, by the
way, were staunch and ardent supporters
of the Patriot cause during the Revolu-
tionary War, and Elizabeth’s grandfather
Stephen Kelsey, 'who had been active in
that war and had also suffered indignities
at the hands of the British, investigated
well before approving her marriage
(1811) into a family traditionally loyalist.
However, he “heard so good a report of
the young man, (Peter Walters), that his

opposition to the marriage entirely
ceased.”
J5. During the Revolutionary War

many Long Island Patriots were driven
from their homes by British sympathizers,
taking refuge for a time in Connecticut.
One of these was Sergt. John Carll* of
Huntington, who served with the Ameri-
can army. It was his son, John Jr., who
married Margaret Walters (E5). For
more about this family see Section K.

J6. A daughter of Lewis Buffett and his
wife Rachel Walters (E6) was named
Mary Ann (b. ; d. 1888); she mar-
ried Alonzo Seamore Carll (K3), a son of

11 Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to Connecti-
cut, Mather, 1913, pp. 136, 287, 899, 995, 999, 1006.
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John Carll just mentioned. For more
about this family see Sections K and L.

J7. The children of James and Ruth
(Walters) Valentine (E7; H6,7) were,
according to our family account:

(1) J8. Benjamin; resided Bayside, L.
I.; m. Phoebe VandeWater; for ch. see
Valentine genealogy, p. 29.

(2) J9. James; m. Jane Louisa Platt,
dau. of Uriah Platt and his wife Eliza
Ann Peters; had (1) Eliza; (2) a son who
d. in infancy; (3) Louisa, who m. Devine
Vandewater (nephew of Phoebe, J8), re-
sided Flushing, L. I., d. 1912, and had
Lulu b. about 1878 and Livingstone b.
about 1888; (4) Benjamin Platt, who m.
Mary Elizabeth, sister of Devine Vande-
Water.

(3) J10. Jeremiah; m. (1) —; m. (2)
Jane Peters Cornell, dau. of Wm. H. Cor-
nell and his wife Elizabeth Doughty; had
(1) Charlotte, who m. and had children®;
(2) William, b. 187—, resided at Oyster
Bay. Jeremiah’s first marriage, accord-
ing to the Valentine genealogy, corrected
as in H6, 7, was to Phebe Ann Cox.

(4) J11. Harriet Adelia; m. John
Gracy and had (all living in 1905) : (1)
Ruth Ann, b. about 185—; Mary Elizabeth
who m. Duryea VandeWater (bro. of
Devine, J9) and had Edna, b. 188—; (3)
John, m. ; (4) David, m. , of
Texas; resided in Austin, Texas; (5) Wil-
liam; (6) Charles Alfred, m. ; had
one child or more; resided in Jamaica, L.
I. The writer remembers visiting in
Flushing when about 10 or 12 years old.
and taking “French leave” of his parent
to trudge over to Jamaica and back, to
pay a call there at the Gracy home.

J12. The children of Elijah and Mary
(Walters) Cox (E9) were (1) Jane, who
d. 1904, aged about 70 years; she m.
Stephen Powell and had a dau. who in
1905 was living in Oyster Bay; (2) Mari-
etta, who lived in Oyster Bay.

J13. Walter and Anna (Walters) Cox
(E10) had a daughter Ann Elizabeth who
m. Valentine Monfort; they in turn had
a daughter Elizabeth Ann who lived in
Woodbury, L. I., which, incidentally, was
the birthplace of Anna Walter’s brother

15, Family papers give two conflicting versions:
(a) that she m. a Townsend and had dau. Jennic
who m. and lived with her mother in Oyster Bay;
and (b) that she m. a Sullivan and had a son Wil-
liam who died, and a daughter. The writer re-
gards (a) as on probably the better authority.

Peter (E4), and probably of others of the
family.

J14. Charles and Elizabeth (Roe) Wal-
ters (E11) had (1) a dau. Mary Elizabeth
(about 1833-1900) who m. George Hen-
drickson (Cf. ¥2) of Brooklyn, N. Y.;
they in turn had (1) a dau. Elizabeth or
Lilly who became the wife of Lewis Bui-
fett Carll (L13; M3); and (2) a son
Charles William (A2; El) who m. Mary
Terry, d. about 1900, and had a son
Frank, a dau. Bessie who graduated from

Barnard College, another son, and one
that died.

K.—The John Carll Family

K1. The children of John (Jr.) and
Margaret (Walters) Carll (E5, J5) were:

(1) K2. Frances Emily (about 1812-
189—) ; m. Alfred Valentine; had several
children who d. in infancy, also James and
Alfred who grew up and married.

(2) K3. Alonzo Seamore, who m. Mary
Ann Buffett (Cf. J6). For more about
this family see Sections L and M.

(3) K4. Sarah Elizabeth; d. about 1845.

(4) K5. Marietta; m. Edward Ogden
Crowell, of Newark, N. J., an editor (as
may be observed in Newark city director-
ies, 184—).

(5) K6. Zeruah; m. Nathaniel Burtis,
of Brooklyn, and had (1) Marietta
(Mamie), b. abt. 1855, d. abt. 18 years of
age; (2) Nathaniel, who d. at abt. 10
months.

(6) K7. John Franklin; b. 1828; d.
1904; eminent geologist, whose reports,
etc. are to be found in the literature; m.
(1) Hannah Burtis and had a son and a
dau. who d. in infancy; m. (2) Martha
Tappan and had Samuel Peasley who was

b. abt. 187— and in 1905 resided in Pleas-
antville, Pa.

L—The Alonzo Seamore Carll Family

L1. The marriage of Alonzo Seamore
Carll and Mary Ann Buffett has been
given in J6 and K3. Ten children were
born to them, and they constituted a truly
remarkable family. Three of the children
died in infancy; of the other seven, all of
whom lived to maturity; three were born
blind (see Sect. M) and lived to old age.
These ten children were:

(1) L2. Frances Emily; d. in infaney.

(2) L3. Lewis Buffett; b. 1844, 1in
Flushing L. I., N. Y., d. in Brooklyn,
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March 22, 1918; m., late in life, Elizabeth
Hendrickson (J14); no children.

(3) L4. John Henry; b. abt. 1848; m.
Elizabeth Buchanan who d. abt. 1895;
they lived in Toledo, Ohio.

(4) L5. Alonzo; d. in infancy.

(5) L6. Ianthe; b. Aug. 5, 1850; d. abt.
1930-31, in Richmond Hill, New York
City; unm.

(6) L7. Agnes; twin to Ianthe; d. abt.
5 weeks old.

(7) L8. Marianna; b.
1925, in Brooklyn; unm.

(8) L9. Seamore; b. abt. 1855; m. Delia
; had (1) Della (or Adella), b. 1882,
attended Barnard College, was a teacher,
residing at White Stone, L. I.; (2) Ed-
ward Livingstone who was b. abt. 1895,
m., and had a son Seamore born about
1928 or thereabouts.

(9) L10. Fred; d. abt. 193—, in his
seventies.

(10) L11. Addison; b. abt. 185—, d.
192—; m. Lucy ; no children; was a
contractor; lived in Phila.

M~—The Blind Carlls

M1. Fred Carll (L10) lived alone in
New York City; did not marry; got about
the city by himself, and in his old age
traveled about by himself “to see’ the old
homes of relatives he had known, also took
an airplane ride “to see” what it was like.
He said he lived in comfort except when
his sister Marianna came over from
Brooklyn and “righted” his room for him,
after which, it took him some time to get
his bearings again.

M2. Ianthe Carll (L6) lived with her
sister Marianna in Brooklyn until the lat-
ter’s death. Though enjoying modestly
independent means, she spent her last
days in a home for the blind rather than
become what she called “a burden,” as she
believed she would be, upon relatives or
friends.

M3. Lewis Buffett Carll (L3) was
known as “The Blind Mathematician.”
Though sightless from birth he graduated
from Columbia College, standing second
only to his friend and classmate Seth
Low, who later was a mayor of New York.
The first blind person successfully to com-
plete a full college course, he thereby af-
forded encouragement and incentive to
others similarly afflicted., to follow in his
steps.

1852; d. abt.

He was born in Flushing, L. I., in 1844.
When about 10 years old he began attend-
ing the New York Institution for the
Blind. In 1866 he entered Columbia Col-
lege, where he received his A. B. degree,
1870, and in 1873 the degree of A.M.

Mr. Carll became best known for his
book A Tieatise on the Calculus of Varia-
tions, containing over 550 pages, pub-
lished (by John Wiley & Son) in 1881,
after long preparation and prodigious
study and research. Shortly before the
appearance of this work an article came
out in Harper’s Weekly* entitled “Labor
Omnia Vincit” from which the following
is taken:

In college “He took at once a good rank
in scholarship, which constantly improved,
till at the close of his four years’ course
he was adjudged worthy of delivering the
Latin salutatory at commencement, the
second honor in his class. He conquered
his position by the most assiduous labor—
(preparing)-—upon card-board, in raised
letters and diagrams, the text of the
every-day lessons in classiecs and the
necessary mathematical figures, such
preparation often costing him three hours’
labor for one lesson.” (Note. It is known
also that he possessed a phenomenal mem-
ory and was able, without written record,
to assimilate much that was read to him
by a classmate who rendered that ser-
vice).

Continuing from Harper’s Weekly: “—
His mind was eager and incisive, and his
recitations became models of clearness
and accuracy. — His unflagging spirit
never rested till all difficulties had been
overcome and he was master of the sub-
ject.”

At his home in Flushing he continued
his mathematical work, and soon had oc-
casion to solve a problem that required
knowledge of the calculus of variations.
He found that very little had been pub-
lished in English upon this abstruse sub-
ject, and that whatever there was, wheth-
er in English, French, or German, was
disseminated, uncorrelated, and incom-
plete. Thereupon he faced and overcame
the difficulties of an extended and elborate
research, “and thus, in physical darkness,
but in the clear light of his own mind” he

16 Information by courtesy of Columbia Univer-
sity Columbiana.



ABSTRACTS OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION APPLICATIONS 61

produced what “— is believed to be the
only thorough, simple, and systematic
treatise on the subject in the English, or,
perhaps, in any other language.”

Mr. Carll had in preparation a second
volume which was to have developed the
subject still farther, but this was never
completed.

Another outline of the life and work of

this remarkable man appeared as an
illustrated feature article in the Duluth
Evening Herald, January 4, 1908.

Mr. Carll died of pneumonia on March
22, 1918, at his home. then in Brooklyn.
Grandson of two Walters sisters, Marga-
ret (E5) and Rachel (E6), in his veins
ran the blood of all four of the families
with which this paper is concerned.

ABSTRACTS OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION
APPLICATIONSY |
(Continued from Volume XXXII, March, 1944, p. 32)

CoNGDON, JAMES. (S 21,712, R. I. ser-
vice & Agecey.; Cert. 27,023 issued Dec. 26,
1831).

This soldier aplied for pension July 8,
1835, from Warwick, Kent Co., R. I. and
declared that he was b. Nov. 23, 1753, at
Exeter, Washington Co., R. 1., where he
resided 23 or more yrs.; then moved to
West Greenwich and remained until 1823
when he went to Warwick.

He was drafted Dec. 1778 and served 1
mo. under Capt. Jonathan Bates, Col.
Dyer. He continued to serve about 20
mos. in short tours until 1776, under of-
ficers of R. I. troops: Capts. Jonathan
Bates and Samuel Hopkins; Cols. Dyer
and Nathaniel Brown. He was in the
Generals Spencer & Sullivan expeditions.

John Congdon, of Execter, R. 1., age 76,
July 1, 1833, declares that he is a bro. of
James and they often served together in
1776 as privates under Capt. Jonathan
Bates, Lieut. Stephen Whitman, Ens.
Oliver Spink and also served as Sgt. ete.

Oliver Spink, of North Kingston, R. I.,
age almost 78, June 4, 18383, declares that
as Ens. of Capt. Jonathan Bates’ Co. he
well knew James Congdon, ete.

James Congdon died July 7, 1838S.

Cook, ABRAHAM & ELIZABETH (CAR-
PENTER). (W 3,224 Conn., Pa. Agey.;

_7These abstracts have been continuously pub-
lished since Volume XVII, No. 1, March 1920 and
make an important authoritative series. They are
based wholly upon affidavits accepted by the U. S.
Government and State authorities and are pub-
lished through the cooperation of the National
Archives, National Society, Daughters of the
American Revolution & the National Genealogical
Society.

Attention is also directed to the similar series
of New Hampshire Rev., War pension abstracts
contributed by the late Mrs. Bell Merrill Draper
and Mrs. Marion Lang Driscoll which were pub-
lished in earlier volumes of the QUARTERLY.

Cert. 30,914 issued Dec. 2, 1835 at $20.00
per an. from March 4, 1831).

This soldier applied Apr. 25, 1836, from
Spring Garden District, Philadelphia Co.,
Pa., declaring that he was b. June 1, 1754;
entered the Rev. army at Branford, Conn.,
under Capt. Samuel Barker and served 6
or 8 mos.; marched to Ticonderoga under
Gen. Montgomery where he worked flat
bottomed boats and gondolas. Marching
to Fort St. John they were attacked by
Indians and he was slightly wounded and
some 20 soldiers were killed. He describes
how he almost died, but finally recovered
and rejoined the army after having been
left behind with water and provisions.

He next enlisted in a Co. from New
Haven and served 6 or 8 mos. under Capt.
Livingston; marched to Boston and as-
sisted in building works upon Dorchester
Hills, ete. After the British were driven
out of Boston, in Apr. 1776, Gen. Sulli-
van’s Regt. took possession, etec. He was
also in the battles of Long Island, near
Greenbush, Flatbush, ete.

Apr. 25, 1836, James Page, P. M., Phila.,
Pa., states that Abraham Cook has for
many years been a letter carrier in that
P. O. and has been assisted by his son in
discharging the active duties.

Abraham Cook died Dec. 3, 1843.

Elizabeth Cook applied from Philadel-
phia, Pa., Feb. 24, 1844, age 79, declaring
that she is the widow of Abraham Cook.
Certificate filed shows that ‘“Abraham
Cook of Southwark, adjoining the city of
Phila. and Elizabeth Carpenter of said
city were married Jan. 17, 1790.”

Matthew Butler, of North Brandford,
New Haven Co., Conn., age 88, Sept. 30,
1836, declares that he knew Abraham
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Cook who was born and reared in Bran-
ford, Conn. and was apprenticed in the
cooper’s trade; they together enlisted and
served in Capt. Doughlas’s Co., June,
1775, ete.

Othniel Stent, of North Branford, Sept.
28, 1836, declares as above and they to-
gether joined a Co. of volunteers after
Lexington battle and together served 10
days, ete.

Apr. 26, 1836 Thomas F. Goodwin, let-
ter carrier of Phila., states that he has
known Abraham Cook for 30 yrs. and in
20 yrs. of this time they served together
in the P. O,, ete. (Cert. 9,172 issued Apr.
13, 1845 at $20.00 per an. from March 4,
1831).

CoNE, REUBEN & ESTHER (HOWELL).
(R 3,256, Conn. service, Cont.).

Esther Edwards applied July 5, 1855,
from South Hampton, Suffoln Co., N. Y.,
declaring that she is the wid. of Reuben
Cone who served in the 2d Regt. Conn.
Light Dragoons from May 10, 1777 to
Jan. 1, 1781, in all 3 yrs. 7 mos. & 21 ds.
He lived in Chester, Conn., when he en-
tered the service.

She m. said Cone at Sag Harbor, Suf-
folk Co., N. Y. August 1786; her maiden
name was Esther Howell, and Rev.
Samuel Buell, East Hampton, performed
the ceremony.

Reuben Cone was lost at sea Apr. 6,
1790 in a voyage from Sag Harbor to the
West Indies in a vessel under command of
Capt. Beebe.

She m. Frederic Edwards Oct. 9, 1800,
and the latter d. July 30, 1816.

“Rejected for further proof.”

CARR, CALEB. (S. 88,594. R. I. Lieut.
and Capt. R. I. Agey; cert. 18,362 issued

13 Nov. 1821, Act 18 March 1818, at $20
per mo.)

Soldier applied March 13, 1821, from
Warren, Bristol Co., R. 1., declaring that
in Nov. 1775 he was a Lieut. in Capt.
Throop’s Co. of Col. Wm. Richmond’s R. TI.
Regt. and was made Capt. upon death of
Capt. Throop; served until the regiment
was dissolved Dec. 1776. He was in the
battle of Long Island.

He died Apr. 3. 1821, and his wife was
then aged 64.

Samuel Hicks, of Warren, Bristol Co.,
R. 1., deposes that he served as Ord. Sgt.
and Ens. in Capt. Caleb Carr’s Co., Col.
Wm. Richmond’s Regt., Nov. 1775 to Nov.
1776 and served in the same company
with Capt. Carr until the regiment was
disbanded late in 1776.

“Camp at Newport, R. 1., 10, 17.76”

“Wee Hous names are under riten have
Received our Wages to this Day of Capt.
Caleb Carr.”

Hicks, Samuel, Ensign.

Bosworth, Sam.

Bushee (?), James

Carr, Philip.

Church, Constant.

Cleaver (?), John. -

Cole, Gideon.

Cole, Levi.

Durfee, Walter.

Estab John

Glading, Joseph.

Hathaway, Elisha.

Hathaway, Gideon.

Hathaway, Joseph.

Humphrey, Nathaniel.

Humphrey, Nathill.

Jones (?), Enick.

Low, Wilson.

Lundey, John.

Luther, Amos.

Luther, David.

Mansfield, David.

Martin, Samuel.

Maxfield, Daniel.

Miller, Caleb.

More, John.

Nor (?), John.

Norris, John.

0 (?7)—, George.

Pease, Thomas.

Peck, Thomas.

Pike, James.

Read, William.

Reed, Gideon.

Sep—, Joseph.

Tripp, Consider.

Turner, Joseph.

Turner, Wheton.

Wardwell, Daniel.

Wardwell, William.

West, Asa.

West, Nathaniel.

West, Nick.

‘White, Hoite.

Wilson, Nathan.






