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:PREFATORY NOTE 

Platt Kelsey (1756-1816), a son of Stephen and Anna Platt 
Kelsey, was married in 1777 or early 1.n 1778. He and his wife, 
Mary, then livee with the Stephen Kelsey family in their home 
on Eaet Neck, Hontington. The Revolationary war incidents or 
anecdotes give.n in these "stories" were the experiences of this 
Kelaey hoa.sehol4, and were paaae4 on by Mary Kelaeyl' to her de­
soendants, of whom I am one. 

rt ie my plll"poee to show now how direotl! these stories 
came to me, the better to establish the!r aat entioity ano re­
liability. 

Mary Kelsey was a widow for 24 years. her daa.ghte~ for 
33, and her granddaaghter Huriet, who pat these stories into 
written form, for 44. In every generation the daa.ghte~ and 
the widowed mother lived together for many years, a sit~ation 
most favorable for perpetuation of family lore. 

Th.as, Mary Xelsey, widowed in 1816, spent moat of her re­
maining years with her only earvivi.ng daaghter, Elizabeth, in 
whose home she died,- in Great Neck, in the year 1840. The 
eldest of Elizabeth's large family of children was Ianthe Wal­
ters, born in 1812 and hence 28 yea.re old at the time Mary Kel­
sey died. Ianthe and he~ mother had these stories from the lips 
of Mary Kelsey herself, and paaaed them on to my grandmother, 
Ianthe's youngest sister, Harriet, with whom they in tnrn made 
their home for many years,- antil Elizabeth's death in 1875.** 

Fa.rthermore~ Ianthe and Harriet spent all their last years 
in the home of wy father and mother, and told me these stories 
many timea, when I was a boy. iVh.en I was in my early twenties 
I asked my grandmother to write them oat for me, for preserva­
tion. 'l'his she a1a, in the fall of 1905. 

( to P• 2. 

*see N.Y. Gen. & Biog. Ree., April 1931, PP• 140-145, 
"Regarding the Identity of the Wife of Platt Kelsey", by the 
present writer. 

**Elizabeth and her husband ~eter Walters are baried in the 
Reformed Charch Cemetery in Manhaaaet; I&J1the (born in Ha.ntington} 
and Harriet (born in Great Neok) in Brookside cemetery, East­
hampton, Maas.; Elizabeth's father, Platt Kelsey (Kelcy) in the 
old oemetery in Ha.ntington, near the graves of his parents and 
other members of the family. 



(Prefato~y Note, oonel.) 

Aa a baaia for some of the stories ahe aaed a paper that 
her sister Ian.the, 25 years her senior, wrote fo~ her at her 
request, sometime between the years 1875 and 1881, an4 Whioh 
is now in my poaaeeaion. Thia, and o \her no tea b7 Ian lhe 
Walters, are given in the back of this booklei. 

Remembering that Ianlhe Walters had these items at firet 
hand. it will be seen that their transmiaaion to aa haa been 
remarkably direct. 

rt is a pleaaa.re a.n4 a privilege ,o ta.rn oTer to this 
sooiety thie oopy of "lly Grandmother's stories", and the other 
maierial in han4, j~at aa 11J own grandmother pasaed them 
dow.n to me. 

November, 1931. 



John Conklin 
-;·_ I I , 

Riohardl :nat t J?i~!6n,d--r--Elizlbeth Reb:~oa 

Capt. Ep~netas IaLao :Fh~be ElizAbeth Thomas ~r~sh 
L---7---~-------J I I ~-----------1-----J 

Epenetaa Jdnaa Eliz~beth----i--John 
m. Hannah Marvin m. Sarah Soadder 

I I 
Epenet~a Jesse Samael Er~ah 

m. Sarah, dao..of l m. Phebe - ca-r i\ 
Benj. Scmdder I 

Stephen I · 1 - 1 
Kelsey----

1
---Ano,i Flatt Oapi. ·c1esae-----------

1
--------Mary Elizabeth 

1731-1812 l'l33-l8l9 _ m. John Co.Dk~ 
i I l~ 

Platt ------------1------------Mary Platt Hannah 
1756-1816 b. May 14, 1759 m. David Rasco, Jr. 

d. Feb lO, 1840 

l Samael-Brush Platt Jr. I John.-Oo.nltlin 
1781-1860 1787-1826 l 1793-1865 

Sarah Anna Elizabeth 

I Amelia I 1'99-1817 

Jesse 
1796-1832 

Joel-s. 
1803-1887 b.1778 b.1783 1791-1875 

d. yoong d.yoa.n.g m. 

a.ad 

Feter Walters of wooaba.ry L.I. 

I 
i Ianthe I 

(nine other 
b •. 1812, in Ha.ntington 

d. 1898 
ohildren) 

I Harriet 
b.1837, in Gt. Neok 

d.190'7 _ 

- r 
T!' lorenrt:t~fs 58(- ·" _c ,J 

Ianthe-Walters 
(1860-1868) 

Robe.rt-Frank li.n 
m. Elizab·eth Annette 

Wallace 
I 

Elizabeth-Annette 
b. Sept. 22, 1915 

I • Emme- ?re.no es 

m. Sylvester w. Ohadboa.rne 
of No. Eerwiok, Me. 

I 
b. 1859, m. Rev. Sornner G. Wood 

(desoeniant of Capt.John woo4 
of Framingham & Hopkinton, 
Maas., who d. in 1725) 

Horaoe-Winbo~rne stanley-Ohadboa.rne 
m. Beatrioe v. Dorman (d. 3 days old) 

CHART SHOWING DESCENDANTS AND HUNTINGTON ANCESTRY OF 

HARRIET WALTERS CHADBOURNE 
(Compiled from varioaa sou.roes 
by Robert F. Wood) 



lfY GRA?lll{OTl:I:ER' S S1!0R:tES - .,..... ____ ..__ --------
117 Grandmother: I clo not remember her. She. waa the laa't 

of our grandperenta, ancl ahe 4194 wh9ll I waa '110 1eara oll. 
She waa my mother's mothel', Mar.1 Platt Kelae3, bor11. 1n 1'159. 
Her mother'a .name waa Mary Bra.ah. Her father, Jeaae Platt of 
Ha.nti.ogto.n~ Long Ialancl, If. Y., wae a Colonel 1n the Pre.noh an4 
Indian w... He died 1.n 1'167. Ria wife die4 1n 1769 when rq 
grandma,her waa oaly eight aa7a oli. 'l!he little chila wae tak­
en into the home of her aa.nt &lld ,here gr• ap, it is aaicl, lo 
be a Yery ha.n4aome 7oong woman with fair oomplexion, brown hair, 
ani dark blae eyea. She ha4 a ver7 olear sweet voice an4 her 
singing attraatea ma.ch attention.. At some of Ule 014-time 
partiea \he claneing haa been known to aiop when she began ,o 
sing, beoaaae all wanted to listen. 

She waa broa.ght ap very striotly ill her ancle'a* home 
111th the other oh1l4ren. Har people were all ola faahionea 
Fresb~teriana of the strioteat aorl. Sabbath began on Satar­
day evening at a1U1aet and e.n4e4 So.nda7 at \he eame t1me. lfo 
work waa allowecl excep\ that whioh waa abaolately neoesaary: 
no sweeping nor makillg of be4a, waah1ng tliahea or bringing 1n 
wooa. '11he ch114.re.n were reqaired . to be ver~ orflerl.7. go to 
Cho..roh and st~cy their Bible and C){ataohiam. Grandmother aa14 
the day aeeme4 lo.ng, a.nd sometimes they coald hardly wait tor 
the &Wl to go down. After wa tahing it oa. t of sight ho• faa t 
they aoampared. off to play: I ~1.nk •• are aa maoh too easy 
ill Sabbath observance DOW-a-days aa the fathers were ioo atriot. 
There is a 'happy me41a.mtt, if it coa.ld only be foa.na. 

Granclmother married my grand.father, Platt Kelsey, 1Jl 
17,7 whan she waa eighteen years of age. He took her to hia 
father' a hoo.ae, Ule ola Kelaey homestead. It had been in the fr~1~ 
family for many years. There waa a large farm ani house pleas­
antly aita.atea at East Neck, 1n Hut.1dgiozi .near 'the harbor 
which led oa.l \o the aoa.n4. 'l!l.e hoaae waa arranged for two 
familiea. Granafather'e pare.nta oacapied oaa part and the 
yonng people began hoAeekeepi.ng in the other. 

Grat-grandfather Stephen Kelsey married Jnoa Platt, a 
distant reiatiTe of Colonel Ilatt. Bea14ea my grandfather 
there waa another eon, Stephen. He aleo lived in Rlllltington, 
bat not at the old home at this time.•~ 

*John Co.nklin, who married Elizabeth Bra.ah. RFW. 

**The original mana.aoript adds,"He finally inherited most 
of hie father's property, a right of the elaest eon in those 
deya~",bat reoorda indicate that Stephen the eiaest son died 
young, and that the Stephen who lived was the yoangest son, 
named after the one who died. RFW. 



Gt-grandfather was coanted among the rieh meA in the 
town. Amo.ng othe.r poaaeaaiona he owned a Damber of elavea, 
and when the la• prohibiting slavery was made in Bew York 
the moat of hie slaves were very o.nwilling to leave "Old 
Massa". so he coo.ld not have beell a hara master tho11gh he 
waa very strict. 

Grandmother ~aed to tell many stories of these servants 
whom she so well remembered,- some of whom were moat worthy 
and others tronbleeome. rniere was old Violet, a native of 
Gttinea, who ooa.ld speak only broken English,-- a good faith­
fal woman; and Prae, who was a wonde~fal worker bat very 
impadent. She said she ffwoald have the last word if she died 
for it~ and ftOld Massa never let aie chile get ha.rt: she's 
worth too much money". 

One trioky fellow ~eed to pick the cellar door lock 
with a nail and go in to help himself and hie friends to eat~ 
ables and drinkables. The "Old Master" hai.a spirited horse 
for his own QSe and no-one else was permitted to ride him. 
:Ba.t often i.n the morning this horse woa.ld appear to have bee.n 
hard driven. At last it was discovered that this same bad 
darkey stole oGt by night, and bragged afterward of "ridin' 
de bes' hoes in de barn while everybody was aeleet"• He ran 
away after a while and was never heard from. 

Another one went oat one night to •meet the devil". He 
said he premised the devil that he would sell himself 1f the 
devil woala help him get riah. ~is .night he waa going oa.t to 
olilloh ~e bargain. Late in ihe eve.niag he came roooing 1.n. 
thoroaghly f:tigh·\aned, a.na finally telling this story: 
"I went oat a.nder 4e old dead tree in de medder where I pro­
mised io wait I.or 4e debbil, an4 de moon was ehi.nin' aright, 
and I liete.netj, an~ °t:;=!!!l-by r heerd e rttehi.n' nc!se. ru:! 
chains a-clan.kin'. and I knew de 4ebbil wee sue oomin' arter 
me, so I waa aca.l'ed and ra.n home qa.iok and I ehant sell m7-
aelf to him n<> raore". A member of the family happened to 
witneaa this aee.ne end aa14 the poor •~peretitioaa fellow was 
almost pal~ with fi-ight. 

I have no dates of the birth or aeath of the Kelsey 
Gt-grandJiarenta. After the Revolationary war 1 t waa almost 
impossible to find town records. Hllllti.ngton suffered severely 
from the ravagee of the ~ritish aolaiera who we.re barracked 
there and manJ Yelaable books and ioca.ments were lost or de­
atroye4. Even the ol4 ba.ryi.ng grolUld waa desecrated by the 
soldiers, who trampled 4own the graves and tore ~P the tom~ 
stones to nee jhem a• hearths for their ovens. 

Gt-grandfather was a thoroa.ghly loyal man and true to 
hie colors. Ha therefore eaffered m~oh peraecQtion, both 
from the l3r1 tiah men and ...._hie Tory .neighbors. 'l'he Kelsey hoaae 
being large, was ohoee.n for some time as headqmartera for 

5. 



some of the King's officers, and also some British ana Hessian 
soldiers. '.l!he officers ,ook poeaession of the beat part of the 
hoaae, the kitohe.n wing waa given to the sol4iera, a.no the Kel­
sey families had to oceapy the middle part. Not Yery pleasant 
bRt it coald aot be helped. Grandmother had been living there 
aboat a year, and ahe remambera4 well those hard times. 

They eere at the mercy of their a.nwelcome tenants, an4 
it was not a.naaaal for the soldiers to come in at meal time 
and eat all the food pre~area for the family, witho~t a wora 
of a:polog7 or tbanka. It was very aggrav3tillg, when there 
chanced to be a special treai, to aee it thus 4eToa.red. 

'Phey had particmlar spite against Gt~grand!ather beca~ae 
they oeali not get bola of many hidden valuables, ane there 
were a•■, several fine horses which woal4 have eocmtea a prize. 
Bat Eu44, one of the negroea, ••• too mQeh for them. He foa.na 
fine hiding-places for the horses in the dark wooaa, ana when 
any British troops were near he woald lie with hie ear to the 
groan4, liaten111g. In this ••1 he ooald detect approaehi.ng 
cavalry a long distance off, and ho..rr7 the horses away. So 
they were never taken. · 

One d97 a aoltlier came into Gt-gran4mothar'a sitti.ng­
room, and in an insolent ma.nne!' asked for the ttoaptain". [He 
wae called aaptain becanae he had owned a sailing vessel). 
She refused to tell where she eappoaea her h~aband to be. The 
soldier was angry and held his sword over her head. "If 70~ 
dare to strike a woman, strike:", she aai4, "bat I shall no\ 
tell 10~ where oapt. Kelsey 1a." He a1a not qaite dare, ao 
he angrily departea. 

My gran4father was aroused one night b~ a noise in the 
adjoining room. and tea.ring 8omeone •ae troQbling hie ~ether 
he threw a sheet over his shoa.lde.ra and harried in, io fi.nd 
him 1.n. the han4a of some aoldiera who hacl pa.t a slip-nooae 
abo11t hia neck and were half strangling him.* ~• aa.4cle.n a4-
ven1i of ihe White robed figare frightened the rasoala ana 
they maae off aa fast aa possible. PoritU1ately they were dta­
covered before any serious harm waa 4one. 

Oaplai.n Kelsey was on the street one morni.ng when several 
of 1ihe King' a aoldiera met him. They oompelled him to go into 
a barn where theJ harneaae4 him wi,h part of e. horse's_ hea4-gear 
and reina, and arov~ him throagh the fielaa where no~one 
would be likely to see, foroi.ng him to jmnp over all the 
fenoea a.n,11 they reaohed the highway where there waa a tavern. 

*1'hia waa being done ill the effort to force him to dia­
oloae the whereabo~ta of some of his poaaessions,- according 
to the story aa tola to me when I waa a boy. Rff. 



i'he7 hi tahecl him to a poat an4 lea'Yi.og two to watoh, the reat 
went ia ,o get a 4rint. ver1 aoon two aomman41Dg officers 
came along an.a aa11 hie oondition. "Wh.7, Oept. ~elaql What 
does lhia mean?• "Go 1a,o the tavern ana aak 7oa.r men; the7 
can tell Joa." i'he aol41ere were soon oat an4 their priaoAer 
releaaea. 'l'he 01.fioera were ver7 ooarteoaa 8.Jli aaii ihe men 
should be paniahe4. 'rheae are a few among the many trials 
this gooa man had to en.clue. 

:l'he war waa ende4 at laat and or;tt was again reatorea 
to the town and 1 ta homea. How jo7.fa.l/m6:lt have bean to aee 
the last soldier depart. '!!here were many patriotio 4emo.nst.ra-­
tiona ana meetinga held in varioaa plaoee. Grandmother told 
an ama.aing s tor7 o t a la4y whom she knew who waa vv7 e.n tha.-
s iaa tio in her aappor\ ot ihe states. Bat ahe waa very ner­
voa.a, an4 oae day in one of these meetings something ~appe.ne4 
which aa.ddenly startlecl her, when, epringin.g to her fee, she 
exclaimed, "God aave the King:", mnoh to her chagrin. It •aa 
a long time before she heard the last of it. 

I do aot t.no• ho• long my Gt-grandmothar lived after 
the war, ba.t it ma.at have been a nt1111ber of 7eua, beoao.ae 
she taa.ghi my aiater Ianthe her lettera i.n 1816 when abe was 
fo~r years old.* 111 moihe~ waa her favorite granddaa.ghter. 

I ,hi.Dk Gt-grandfather lived a while after my mother's 
marriage, beaaa.ee she has ofte.n told me of his interest in. 
that event.• • 

Q faiher, Peter Walters, of woo4ba.r7t near HlllltiD.g\on, 
had some a..no lee who were Tor tea• and o t eouae \hat gave rea .. 
aon for 4iasatisfaation whe it was evident that he had a 
liking for Mather. Perhaps another reaeen waa that the Walters 
family belonge4 ,o the Ohnreh of England, and the aeabyter­
iana had small liking for~ the Epiaoopaliana. '!he 014 gentle~ 
man d eo14ec1 to 1.nves tiga te for himself. and roa e over to Woo4-
ba.ry one 4ay for that epeoial pa.rpose. O.n hie reta.rn he aa14, 
"Well, Eet\7, I have been to wooabmry to make inqairiee aboat 
that yoang man and I hear nothing ba.t good of him; so yoa. may 
as wall go aheaa." 'l'hie they a1a, and were marrie4 in the 
apriag of 1811. 

A few years later they left the old home and started oa.t 
for themaelvea, locating in Great Neck, Long Ialana, aboat 18 
miles from New York City. They fotllld another ancient hORse 
from whose small-paned windows one ooald look oat over the 
Bay and the wider Soa.n4, with the town of New Rochelle on the 
opposite shore. Tall poplars and graoefal old willows were 

*Anna Flatt Kelsey died in 1819, and her hasband in 1812. 
RFW • 

., . 



in the front yard. A bea~tif~l loc~et grove on one aide 8Jl4 
oreharda, fields and wooda on the other gave the ohildren an 
ample playgroa.n.4, to say nothing of the large pond where 
they loved to elide and skate in the winter-times If I were 
to tell all that I remember of that early home of mine* it 
wonld make this story m~oh too long. After the death of my 
Grandfather Kelsey, in 1816, Grandmother ~eed to spend her aam~ 
mere in the home of her eldest eon, and winters at oa.r hoaae. 
FiDally it became her ~ermanent home for Mother was her only 
(so. aarviving) daaghter and she loved rather as her own eon. 

It waa a large and happy famil71 - Grandmother, Father, 
Mother, nine ohildren and the "hel~" whieh was so necessary. 
Thoo.gh so long an invalid, Grandmother did not forget her 
singing, and on her last Christaaa day (1839) she sang a 
Christmas Carol ao strong ancl clear that all who heard it were 
sa.rpriaed. Soon after that, Feb. 10, 1840, she asked my 
sisters to sing her favorite hymns at bedtime. Then she 
slept, and before midnight she was translated in a moment 
from earth to heaven. 

In 1842 my honored father passed on to his rest ana his 
reward, and after that aame many changes. Samael, Amelia and 
Eenjamin were married and in their own homea. Charlie went to 
college. Alfred wished to engage in other b~sinees. So Mother 
and three aietera and I left the farm and went to ?l~ahing 
town to live. Maggie and I felt as if we were going to prison, 
ao happy and free oar ooa.ntry life had been. She was twelve 
and I eight. Here was my home a.ntil my marriage in 1856; ana 
again, aftar that when in 1863 my hasband died, and in 1867 
I ta.rned again to the old town and the old friends. My mother, 
eisters Aonie (Ianthe) and ~illie and daaghter Emma formed my· 
family. In April 1875 oar dear mother left aa, ana as we 
aiatere and brothers remembered all that ahe had been to ua we 
agreed that for her it waa trae: "Her children shall rise ap 
and oall her bleaae4". {'l'he words on her tombstone. RFW) 

. An4 now, as I write, I think how faat aince then her 
·ohildre.n have bean gathering home to her and Grandmother an4 
the others goae before. Sister Amelia, nearly ninety, and I, 
the yoangest one, are all \hat remain of oar large family. 
I shall soon myself be facing the setting allll, a11d therefore 
I am glad to paaa on all that I can remember of these stories 
of long ago aa they have been handed down to me. The worthy 
names and oharaotera of those who have gone before na sho~ld 
not be forgotteA, and I pray th•t the euneat Christian faith 
and integrity of oa.il ancestors may be the heritage of their 
children's children to the latest generations. 

:Blandford, Maas. 
Nov. 20, 1905 

*on the Onderdonk, later 
Mann, estate. 

Harriet iv. Chadboa.rne 

a. 



:iRI.-rING BY IAN1i!HR ~iAL"I'.&RS ,- $Sometime between 18'15 end 1881) 

(All .notes in J)&.rentheses a.re by the present writer) 

I will begill with the oldest relative I can .remember. She 
was oo.r great-grat1dmcther Kelsey. She was e.a.able -to go aroaJ1d t 
the hoa..se, and I well :remember climbing 11p OJl he.r bed, aad be1.ng 
petted by her. She taught me the alphabet 11hea I was very 7eang. 
Her ma14e.n .name was Anna :Platt. (1'133-1819). Her ha.sbaa4'a aame 
waa Stephen. I 4o not remember him. 1!.b.ey had only two oh1l4.ren-­
stephe.n, the eldest,* and :Platt, oa.r grandfather. 

1.Lbe old gentleman own.eel ao.naiderable property and waa a 
staa.nch .repa.blican, aufferi.ng m11oh from his rory .neighbors 4ari.ng 
the war of the revolution. He and hia family were obliged to live 
2 ;pe.rt of the time. du.ring the war. between. Brit1ah offioera Who 
oaoupie4 the beat part 0£ the hoaee, and Hessian aol4iera who 
were qaartered in the Jtitche.n. The latter gave .no oaa.ae for 
oomplai.nt, but the fo1-,aer were som.etimea in.aole.nt an.4 overbear .. 
..; n~ rb:~• iji£~ - •- - -- - - • -~-- ,:! 1/1- .,.,_ _~, - "-- .C,.,. ft'fC e 8-A 11 ,..A f!,.. \.. .f C:,. •----c,• v -c;;;J,.__ uu..r ,s .. c:-a. u-5..1,; a.uu .La. w.1..u:u. ca J.G1a•4-# •~-- lllii'Mlaa.••, ..,v ......._ .u.•--
sons had large families~ and as in those days the so.ne commonly 
i.nheri ted most of the preperiJ, }.£other got very little. 

oar G.randmother Kelaq'a name was Mar7 :Platt. She••• a 
_y~q distant .relative of her mothe.rin.law. Her mother' a .name 
De?i:i.re marriage was :Bra.sh. Those oli spoons yea have belo.ngea 
to our gt6At~great-grand~arents Samuel and Ihebe Pro.sh. Are 
they not marke! s. and r. above the letter B? That was the wq 
of marking thin.gs then.. (These old spoon.a w,ere so marked, only 
below th•e let_te:r B). 

G~anamother wa~ only eight days old when her mother died, 
and at the age of eight 1'eare she was fa the.r less. She was taken 
into the .family of an aa..nt who married a Conl.11.ng, where she re­
mainea a.ntil her marriage when ahe was eighteen. ~e mo.ney she 
and her sister aho~ld have inherited from their mother, was near­
ly all lost - - -• Her father was a oommiasioned officer 1n the 
F.rench and I.ntlian ~,ar, and wae paid 1n government land, somewhere 
oa.t west, the deed for Which was loet in some way, before she 
and her siater Who was two or three years 9lder than herself, 
thoo.ght ma.ah aboo.t ba.ainess matters. I recollect hearing grand-
mother talk about it, regretti!lg that she had net had brothers 
to atte.n.cl to their peoaniary mattera. Uncle Johll Kelsey was 
qaite atirre4 a.p at o.ne tim.e aboo.t that land of hie grandfather's 
bu.t failed to discover the lost deecl.. I have forgo tte.n Where 
the land waa located, and how mnoh there was. Grandmother's 
sister, Hannah, marrie4 a Roscoe, ( De.vii Ro.soo Jr.), and their 
d&ll8hter .Amelia married ~rewster xetoham, with whose two daa.gh­
ters, Caroline and Yatilda I was qaite intimate in m:; yonthfal 
days. 

The secon4 daa.ghter, Sarah, married a Mr. Lons. and had 

*see footnote**, p.4. 



several sons, b11t no daughter_>. There_;_ was another da.nghter 
who married a Goald, and had several daaghters. One-gf them, 
Mary, was very beaatifo.118 Nathaniel Roscoe was the onl1· SOll. 
/li th his daagh ter Mary I was well aoqa.ain tea• ba.t have for-
got ten her mother's maiden name. I thick, however, it was 
Sammis. · 

M:other•a coo.sine o.n her father's side,-her U.nele Stephen'• 
children,- were ten in. number, one of whom was the father of the 
u.nfortanate yoa_,:ig man Who was murdered. For some reason, Mother 
was never intimate with those ooa.ains, and after her removal to 
Great Neck-.whe.n I was nearly foa.r years old,-the interooa.rse 
between them nearly ceased, so that I never knew them person-
ally. - - - - -• 

I have been tolo that oar grandmother was a very hanasome 
yoa.ng lady. She had dark bl~e eyes, and a mass of dark brown 
hair. The complexion was very fi.ne u.ntil a few yesre~ after her 
marriage when she was inoaalated with small pox, which left 
some marks. She had a sweet and powerfal voice, and in her 
you.·-tb. her singing at t.rae ted muah no tioe. On the Christmas eve 
before her death, in her Slat year, she sang one of the ol4 
Ohristmas carols, ma.oh to oa.r sa.rpriae, as she was then i.n 
very feeble health, and had not sang in a long time. 

~Ho ther was the fifth of .nine children, and was born 
ILar~h 28th, 1791. 

Toe old homestead at ?ast Neok, Ha.ntin.gton Harbor, had 
been in the family a great m&ny years, and Mother felt badly .. 
w~~n 1Tnn1e. _7/'\'hn artlri it._ .. ....,,.,..., .,.., ........ _ .... ..., ............. ,.__,..._~ ... - .. 

Oa.r g.reat grandfather \Valters, I think his name was 
James, oame from ~ngland,- thou.gh ~~alters I am told is a Welsh 
---- __ :, ..__ ---~ '6~- ,.._ __ ..... __ ---- -- ,i,.'l...,,.. _,.;a_ ,...,P ,l,.'1,..- A __ ._._ 

uai.u 0 , - a.uu ua a.u.u .n.&. a::, u .1.· u •a~.- • v.,.- c;; u .u u.u 1:; o .a.. u. 0 v .&. Vil~ u .1.· v n .u. 

in the reTolationary war,- 1.n other words they were l~ries • 
.Ano 'h~d to JZn toTffiYJ'l St!otiA At tne aloR@ 0£ tne WeY'. ·rrom -- -- - - ~ -- - - - - - - - - - .. - -- - - -- - - - -
whence they reta.rned after some years, w~se; I think~ bat not 
we6l thie-en. I cannot recall the name o! the greil grand.­
motlier on that side. Grandfather:., whose name was Fe.n.jami.n 
( Wal tere) married Elizs.beth Va. len ti.nee She was very good look­
ing,- had hazel eyes·end brown Qir, and was rather re&erved 
in inanner, bat she was a warmhearted, wholesouled woman. Her 
mother's name was Rawlett. Grandmother had a sister named Mary 
(Valentine) -called ?olly--~ who married a Suydam,- ooa.sin Ran­
n.ah Duryea' a parents;- a sister ?Jartha who married a i1right, .. 
tra thaniel :Bartie's grand:parenta;- and a sister Sarah wb.o mar­
ried a Nostrand, and had rul children. 

Her brother$ were Jeremiah (Valentine), Whoes son James 
married his o. wn ooa.sin, oa.r aa.nt Ra.th; and ~diah, who married 
grand.father'.· W's only sister, Rachel. 1bey nad two sons, ~ 
Jamee & Hewlett, who married sisters named Hendrickson. Their· 
only daughter ·s11zabeth- .Aunt t~ttil Betsey- married a I•:!onJfort. 
Grandfather had a brother ?eter ( t7al ters) for whom ?ether was 
named. Ee had a large family, bu.t I never knew them very well. 

I forgot to say that grandfather had blae eyes, and light 
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brown hair. uncle Charles reser:1blec him, I th.ink.Hie children 
were James, rater, 1:.a.rga.ret, Samuel, 2t1th, Mary-called r-olly-, 
Ss_rah-ealled Sslly- • Ann, Char lee & Phebe. ( SJlti Rachel). They 
believed in Saripta.re names, didn't theyY 

I did not tell you the names cf Uother 1 a brothers & sisters. 
(Kelsey} 2hey were .Anna, Sama.el. Sarah, :tlst;t, the.n 1Iothe,r, 
John, Jesse, P.melia, and Joel. Aons and sarah died in ohildhood, 
anc . .Amelia at the age of 18 years. 

~athar's eldeat brother died when he was 13 years old. 
Father was born Oct 14th 1785. ½b.ea he first paid his addresses 
to !.:!other. her grandfather (Stephan Kelsey) was stronglJ oppesed, 
on the ground tnat he belonged to a tory fsrnily~ E~t on visit­
ing some friends in Father's vicinity, and makillg enquiries, he 
.,.l:e:a.rd so good a reJ;ort of tr.e yor::.ng !ilall" that his Ol):positio.n 
ceased, and after a t~~iPP ihl'ea years engagement they were 
- - _.,. ~ ,.. ~ ,.... - 1 "·"" -!-1- ,..,_ I ,... +-,"" -.- ~ ~,...... ,._.._ 'Y,,. .!1 - -i-"t.- :J --.. 
~ C-....J..-'- ..la'-' U y.U, 1~!'-' ~.!- v.S. 0 --~I: ,;,;u l.t .a. Y Wll LI ,..1,· UL! u.~. 

TI~e :;/E<.ltezs famil~, c,f aou..rse~ were Bpi84opalia.ne- while 
o.n 1:0 tl1er' s side the rresb~terianism wee very nblu.er, eo far as 
grandmother was concerned. She was taa.gh\ to kee:p- the sabbath 
f~om ija.nset on sat. eve. until the same time Stlll. eve. Her 
u.n~le ~ould allow no sweeping, or making of beds, or washing of 
dist:.es, 011 the Sabbath, or any work that he thou.ght anneceaeary 
tote done on that aay. Jonseqnently, they had to fly around 
Su.nday evenings. Tooa.gh very strict in these matters, he was 
very kind end indnlgent in his family 1 and grandma loveo him 
very dearly. 

I think oar grandparents a..nd pare.nts were all bor.n in 
Su.ffolk county, L. L Fs.thsr was born in :;oodbuy, and li:other 
in :TllDtington, where brother Sama.el and T also fou.nd s birt•.g 
~laoe. o~r parents removed to Great Neek when I was abo~t four 
years old. and there as ~ou know, all the othez chi~dren (nine) 
saw the light. I WiSh, .now, that I had taken the pains to find 
oat more aboa.t our ancestry when it was in my power. - - -
- - .f.110 so it has been our lot t°- 'beW.;:, and r_~a_I,~e:s,Ele". 
~Jell~ if we are only "rich 1.n faith" it ms.tttn's .llO~. Vie are 
fast leaving beh1.n4 as 11 things seen and temporal". .A.od yet I and 
yet, there a.re times when I wo~ld gladly have at my disposal 
more than Ihave evez had. 

G-rea t-grandfs ther Kelsey owned a narnber of slaves- and 
~hen a child I used to be very much.interested in grandmother's 
aa~oa.nt of some of them. ·~~f}j_ere 1.1vas old -:liolet, a native of 
G-u.inea, who spoke broken T~ng lish- a good and fai thfu.l woman • 
.;n.d Ira.e, who was the best worker of thei-n all, and the most 
impadent. Onee, when her old msstar was re~roving her, an.d 
ordered her to keef silent when she a~saered back, she told him 
she 1.¥ot1ld ~have the lest tiord if she died for it.'" .And when he 
~as oo.t of :h.earing she said, !tole massa no kill die ~hile- she 
i.Vu.th too mt2.oh mo.neyn. :1h.en·t~ere was ~rank who stole money 
from his master's desk, and was sold for the offenoe- an.a Budd 
who used to pick looks with a nail, and go into the cider 



cellar and get •~plea &lld cider for himself and oihera. He 
was alao fond of ridil'.l8 on horseback. The old master ha4 a 
horae for his own especial aae, and no one elae was permittu 
to moant him. Ettdd a.sed to D..Blook the stable door at .!light 
and follow his fa.nay for riding this horse. And thoa.gh the 
a:ppearanee of the animal in the morning always bet.rqea him, 
and a eeve.re whipJ;ing followed., he con.tin.a.ed to take oaeasion­
al rides o.n 11 de bess 1 hoes 1n de barn!', u..ntil he ran away. 

Grandmother welters' father also had a large family of 
slaves, one of whom. 014 La.oy, I remember aeeing at TI.nole 
Oby's. ( Obadiah ·valentine, bro. of ~lizabeth). ¥ather remark­
ed, when talking aboat his grandfather• s family, . that "the 
negroee raised the corn, fed it to the hoga, and then ~~e the 
~rk". If I think of anything mo.re I Will tell it 7ott ai - -
some fatttre time. 

(END) 
origi.nEJl mannsori:pt of the 

Photostatic copies of the/foregoing are on file with 
the 1lew York Genealogical & l3iog.rapllical society, 124 E 58th 
st.~ New York, and with Mr. Earl L. Kelsey, Gen.ealojiat of 
i1b.e Kelsey Kind~ed, 105 Riverside Ave*, To~rington, Conn. 

RFW. 

- - - - - - - - -
Other w.ri tLrigs of Ianthe ~ial ters; dates 110 t kno\!.tt. ........ ._ ~ .. 

Before the .revo lo. tionary war oar Grea t-g.randfathe.r 
Stephen Kelsey was living at B~ast Nook Ha.nti.ngto.n. L. I.• 
_.._ ........ - 'I- - -- - - .:l , - - ,:, - -- .:a a 'I - .c e- - • c..n. .,.., , - _ .. ,0 _ 1r - - - - - - - -W !1 Q.I;' C:::S .(10 fJ ~il \':iJU. ~-uu a.uu 111i1 .ld:I V t:S a. .L. QV • .t1 ..L ts l!T J.. l,, C • a l,lt;f.U::U:, ff i:U;S 

Anna rlatt. Toey had two sons, Stephen and Platt, the latter 
or Wnam 11AA Ont- .cl''fll.Ant1.fSltlu::~,... On?' tr.,_Anihnnt'hA,e WAA .A iiiAt11nt 

~ --•- _.,__ .,.. ---• .....,- ----w-<-•-•~•- _ ... __ ----- .....,------•••- •----- -- - -•-- __ ,_ 

relative of her motherinlaw. 

Great-grand.father was a stau,..neh repa.blioan and showed 
his colors bre.Tely1 daring the war of the revolation!\ .At one 
time daring the war. some of the E.ing'a aolfiie.ra we.re qa.arter­
ed in the beat part of Grandfather's ho~se, and a sqnad of 
soldiers in the kitahen, the Kelsey family living between the 
two. Bat they saffe~ea less arrogance from those who were in 
the ho~se, than from outsiders, and esrecielly from their 
tory neigbbors • . -

G-randmother Kelsey's maiden name was Mary Platt. Her 
mother's maiden .name was Brash. Jhen G·randmother was 8 days 
old her mother died, and her mother's sister Elizabeth, who 
married John Jank.ling, took the babe and oared for it as her 
own. 

Grandmother's fa~ner (Capt. Jesse Ilatt) was an officer 
in the ?renoh and India.il tar, and died when she was 8 years 
old. She had a sister Fann.!ih 3 yrs. older than ~pf-Ptl she 
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was. ",:his sistei- married a 1:Ir. Roscoe. ( David Ra.seo, Jr.) 
1.11:. & :r;rrs. ~oscoe had a. daa.ghte~ ~~oll:7, who 1narried David 
Goald, r::q,erienoe, nioknam~d renie, Who was mn!'rieo to a Mr. 
Prime, Sarah, who married JA.mes Long, and li!!lelia, who married 
Erel:ister I~etoham. Itr. ru1d r-rra. Roscoe h&d ~lso a son, IIathan-
iel Roscoe. Ria daa.ghter r!.ary rnarrie6 a Conkling. 

- - - - - - -
.Another! 

Granc1motb.er jolters' r/\8:f.den .name we.s Elizal,eth Valentine. 
Her mother was a Hewlett. Grandmother had fou.r sisters, viz. 
tiartha, who married a Jright; :Polly, who married Gerrett Suydam; 
Sarah, who married a ·van ::~!ostrand; I '.have forgotten the name 
of the aister who married a 1raviss. Grandmother had two bro­
thers, Obadiah and Jeremiah. Obadiah married Grandfath.er' a 
sister Rachel (tValters}. Thei1 had two sons. Hewlett and James. 
ano a dau.ghter, :T:~lizabeth. -

Jeremiah married I:ary Yan 1J"elsor. ~ey 1':..ad four sons, 
.-~omas, Samu.el, Ja,,:ea a11d Joli.n, and three deo_ghtere, Eetsy, 
.Mary .Ann) a.nd Rachel. 

onr grandfather, Benjamin ~Vslters, had foa.r so.ns, James, 
Ieter, Sa.mu.el, ana Charles; and seven daP~hters, t!argaret, 
~~ache 1, Ru. th, :·olly, Ann, Sally, an.a :~eb0.. James died .tJhen 
abot1t twelve years old, :Feter married my mother, Rlizabetn 
1=elsey, Samu.el married his cousin ~::Lizabeth l5onfort, and Charles ----""ij ~'l~~-"'--+-,_ ~-- .,~------+- ____ .. _,:) .,_..__ ,... __ •• ~--"I,,.- .. 
.U.:.~"-• ... v\,;:. _.,_..a,.u.QUQ v.u. l\U'Oa .i.t1G.L5cu.·~ w w.c:u.·.1..·.a.~u r.iULlJ.J. v~·.s..., ..!.1.iii.Uil~.a. 

married Lewis Bnffet, ~nth merried he~ oonsin James Valentine, 
:Folly married Ylijah Cox, Ann ma:r!'ie-d ;-:alter Cox, sally did not 
marry I and ~-'hebe !!larried T1i tn.s Ketahe.m. r-rand.father i7altera' 
sister ~li~ebeth married 8mith 1eters. 

c=;l'\t.Aw.""1, 1-.o;N ~1-\._..o o-to+.o"Kc:t +.m" All -m""f'\""" t:1'1"" Alf'l.d ~~--'-
-·---- -.,.__ ...,..-:.. .,;.- ._.v, -~ .... ,...,._.,. "-" ._ . ..._ . .._, . ...,,. .._...._ ~, ._,. -• ..._,. V' ..,_ •ilL __ ,_,...,..,. ...:la, ......... ~ ............... .._,,~ ~ f 

died in infancy, and Amelia. who died when 18 yea.rs old. T-Ter 
brother Samu.el Pra.sh Kelsey had two wives, first Fanny Sammie, 
second Fsnnsh Oo.nkli.ng. Rer brother I lat t n1arried a ~ties 
~11:ndAe"'- l-7~1" h-,.nt.;..A.- :ro'h" r:nn"l-int:J' IVo'lqo~)· ffl~\4---.fci4. 4'-f•a~ 
._.. ._,, ..,.._ ,_. - W _ _.. .....--. ._.._, ... ._......, ~-- ._, ............... '-' ..... ~ ...... ~ 'S ~!....__,. ............ ""'""°el M.iit-................ ~~ ........ -- V 

Sarah. B.rnsh, second Rabeeoa •~'iiener. Her bro tb er Jesse married 
:Phebe Coddington. Her 1:irother Joel Sendder (Kelsey) remained 
uru:nsr.ried. ( Ftiblisheu. racords r1ave his p{tt/if. midi!le name ~,r 

nsmith1
" instead of Scudder)r.-



NOTES AEOUT STBHiEN KELSY, .AND HIS SON :FLATT, 
from the pri.nted reaords 

Stephen Kelsey was a signer of the Articles of Aseooiation, 
as was also his son Platt. (Calendar of Historical M&W1scripts 
relating to the ~-tar of the Revolation, 1868, vol. l, page 47 
and following; a.mo.ng Ha.nti.ngton signers, May 8, 1775}. 

Stephen Kelsey was Corporal in Capt. John Jiakea' company 
of l:Jiilitia, which was in the Ea..nt1.ngton troo:ps a.nder command 
of Col. Josiah Smith. His name appears in the. :tetuns ef that 
Jom~any, for serving from July 29 to Aa.g. 31, 1776. They were 
at the :e.attle of :Brooklyn. (Ra.ntington .:own Reo. l889~ vol~3, 
).):P• ll, 12, and foo t-.no te). 

Stephen Kelsey was a.ne of the eleven men appointed for 
r-rantine:ton on the Pat,.iot ,~•n Co'!'mittee; these ec:nn1:Ltteca -were appointed i.n town and coa.nty at the recommendation and 
suggestion of the :Frovinoie.l Congress of !,:ay 22, 1775, to aid 
the 2atriot oaase. (Old Times in Huntington, by H.c.rlatt. 
PP• 23, 39.40) • 

He was one of the Inspeotors at the Election of Officers 
of the l«th Company in Hn.ntington, Feb. 7, 17'16. ( Oalanda.r of 
Eistorioal ira1111scril)ts, vol. l, p.231; name spelled "Kelee7" 
in the printed reoord, evidently meant for the old spelling 
r1Kelaey" or nKeloy"). 

ne was one of the ii:Patriot Re.fngeesn from the town of 
Ru.ntington, nwho at vario11s times arossed to Connie tiea.t on 
servioe in the :Fa trio t Cause". ( Old Times in Punting ton, p. 56~. 

He and several othe.r Ha.ntington inhabitants were me.ntioa­
ed in a :British dispatch to the New York Meroa.ry as being the 
pz-inu1J:Cl &~u~la ia tne Gown. :iney were bran4e4 ~hroaghoat 
this dispatch as nmiaereants", "rebelsn, "sootU1clrel.a", "lrai tore", 
"per Jared Yillai.na", for their part in this "rebellion against 
the best of Kings''• ( Old times in Ha.ntingto.n. P• 65; Hllllti.Dg .. 
ton Town Rea., vol.s, p.56; Revolntionary Inoidenta of Snffolk 
County, O.nderdo.nk, 1'•84, this being mo.re complete than the others). 

After the war, Stephen Kelsey was one of those who had 
nclaims for rroperty -~aken or Destroyed and no Receipts given". 
He had such 1·tems listed to the number of about 18, tetali.ng 
well over 100 pou..nds in value. Col. J. G. Simcoe of the Q~eens 
Rangers/Q:2:~fained i.n a dispatch or letter, that lie ndid not giire 
reoei~ts to a great namber of Ieople on Aoeoa.n.t of their Rebel­
liou.s Irinai:Ples, or absolute disobedience to the General Order", 
and that nthe Inhabitants of the to\Vll of Hanti.ngto.n came under 
both deseril)tio.ns'~I (Han.ting ton ·2own Reo., vol ~, .Appendix). 
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Stephen Kelsey detected a conspiracy in the Army, and 
was paid a reward of Three J?on.nds, Jane 24, 1176. (Refagees 
of 1776 from Long Island to Co.nneotioat, Mather, 1913, ~.432}. 
(Thia same reference also cites staphe.n and :Flatt as signers 
of the Assoaiat-ion, and indicates the former as a Refngee). 

Stephen Kelsey was on the " 1Nedne.sday night gas.rd", ae­
aording to ".A List of gu.ards in I'own S}X)t, 1781, Dee.4°. 
{Ha.ntineton ~o~n ?ee., vol. 3, P• 11. Eat his son ste~hen 
was aboat 22 years old by this time, so it may have been he). 

He held ma.ny town offices, over a period of many years; 

Supervisor, 1777 
Trustee, 1772-1775,inol.; 1777-1781,inol. 
Commissioner, 1774•1781, inel. 
t~~~~~n~ ,~~A-h ,~~~ ,~~n 

...;.._ -- ·- - ___., ~- .... -- . - . . - ....,,. , .. . . . , .... ___,,.,,, . 
·~o en.re .for intestate estates, 1'778-1781. 
0~0~~00• ,~~o l~7Q~~ 
..,, • -- --- _...., , - ' ...., .., , • <,,.., .... ,. • 

Fenae Viewer, 1759-1772 inal. 
surveyor, 1774-5. 

In 1787 ste:Phe.n Kelsey was '.Ero..stee .and Snpervisor,- (or ;poss--
tibly his son?'?). (All the c1bov.e from vol. !3, :a:a..ntingto.n 
·.:.1own rec., though very few of these references are indexe1'd). 

I-ls. t t Eelsey hired the privilege of the Ferry to Oo.n.­
nec tion t, lJe tween Hun ti.ng ton Es.rbor and llorwalk Harbor, on 
April 8, 1789. For this conaession he paid Eight Pounds 
per year, and n.nder the stipulations of the ~r~stees of 
Ha..ntington he engaged to 

l'keep a good and sa.fficie11t Boat 
whieh will carry six Horses at a time in good order and give 
2ro¥per Abienaanoe and shaii reoe1ve no more than three 
shillings for a man~ and folll' shillil'l8e for a Horse. and foa.r 
shillings for all grown cattle - ~ -"• 

If a single pasee.n .. 
t5e.r applieti and offer.ed .:dntble }terryage", he was obliged 
to make the trip •. weather permitting. (Ha.nti.ngto.n i'own Rea. 1 

VO l. 2 , p.14 l. ) 
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1To•1-r:ts O',T •'l?:]'T:'I •¥"'11t·,-1'::)C "tT,.__L-.. N,,r""~ d /'\ARLT ~A"u· LI""fi'\O f LI .;,.\l l~ l.• . ..u;J.;~~ ;f,e;. l: _:..,h.,j • ".:1 .:·~ .!. .L'i.t.. t an. V.b. ..J tf ..t:;tJ.;.;.iI , .:..:..o , 0 • • 

(Compilfi~ old records snd data given to the present 
writer by Harriet Vi. Chadbou.rne in 1905} 

Teter }alters, who married =11zabe1ih Kelsey, was a son 
of Benjamin iialters. Benjamin Welters was b. Web. 22 1 1765 
and a. Oct. 28, l829. on Mar. 9, 1783 he married Elizabeth 
Valentine. '.:heir ohildEen were: 

l. James, b. Apr. 19/~Sia fi 8feare 

2. Peter, b. Oct. 14,1785; d. Aa.g. 19,1842. Hem. 
~lizabeth Eelaey. 'rb.eir deseendants are to 
'I.. • • .. .., • .:..... ,.,. ., ., • - • - ,. ue l..llCLtlQ8Q l..ll \ill.8 .IOrGnCOfill.D.g VOJ..a;o O.I: 
the Kelsey genealogy. 

z. Margaret, b. Sept. 9,1787; m. Jeb. 20, 1812, John 
Carll, son 0£ Sergt. John Carll. :£heir 
children are given in paragraph 4A, below. 

4. Rachel, b. Oct. 4, 1789; m. Lewis Buffet; had da~. 
J♦!ery P.nn; see No. 2 iJl #A below. 

5. Ruth, b. Sept. 20, 1791; d. Deo. 5 or 6, 1877; she 
m. her cousin, James Valentine. :'heir descen­
dants are given in the book, nvalentines in 
.America", p~b. in 1874, pages 27~29, b~t aa 
some errors appear to have crept into that 
~~~~•A~~~ n~•~o~+.4Ano •nAfA&~oA ~ff ~~PA•~•-
.,""'"""'•"' w,i..:.""' W'W• .._ """"""' v•v44111111 ~.....,..,.,..,_. .___....., Ufil ..,......,. .. ..., .. ...,...,. -

tio.n in "&he hand of the prese.nt wri uer are 
given in paragraph #0 below. 

6. Samuel, b. Nov. 16, 1793; d. :Dea. 29, 1875; m. hi~ 
ooa.sin. Elizabeth 1~1:onfort. No children. 

7. Mary (Iollj), b. July 16, 1796; d. A~r. 21, 1861; 
m. Elijah Oox; had daua. Jane (m. Stephen 
Jowell), and Marietta, who lived in Oyster BaJ• 

8. Anna (A.rm) , b. Apr. lO, t- l '199; m. ~1al ter Cox; had 
daa. Ann H1lizabeth who m. Valentine l.10.nfort; 
their dan. was E.lizabeth Ann; lived in ~~oodba.ry. ---

9. Sarah (Sally), twin to Anna; did .not marry. 

10. Charles,. b. l1Iar. 18, l80l; d. Mar. 25• 1861; m. Eliza­
beth Roe; had daa. Mary. lizabeth whom. Geo. 
Hendrickson of :Brooklyn and they in ta.rn had daa.. 

Elizabeth whom. Lewis B~ffet Carll,- see ~ara­
graphs f- A B.nd 1t:e, below; had also son Charles ifili 
limn who m. Jlfary Terry and had children. 

11. :·nebe, b. I~ay 31, 1806; m. ( l) -~i tas 1:etahsm and hs.d 
children, of ~hom some, at least, died in ohildhood; 
m. ( 2) dil liarn .faloo t t. 
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_:he dates in the foregoing list are mostly from an old 
.Ialters :Bible; I:Ia.ry (?erry} .ialters stated that Sama.el frio. 
6 above) insoribed. th.ere the names and dates of his parents and 
their children. 

Another reeord in this Eible gives the following names 
and dsties fo:r the preceeding generstio.n: 

Children of James and 1Jary ~1al tera 

l. Eenjamin, b. ~eb. 22, 1755; 4. Oct. 28, 1829. 
2. ?eier, ·o. Nov. 27, 1756 
3. Samael, b. Ja.ly 4~ 1768 
4. Rachel, b. Aug. 25, 1761 
5. John, b. June 2Z, 1771 

(See p.lZ for statement that Benjamin had a sister, whom. 
Smith rete~s; thie sister, Elizabeth, does not appear in 
the Tible record here quoted). 

~J1ere may be some dou.bt as to whether the .name of the 
.r:: .;.,_ ~ of' +1,,,,• f ., .._. s - · e It ·s o gi·ve • the --·ble ,.I.. a tir1. e r ... ~ .1.z. l. s am i J. y .11 a. .1 am s. 1. s n 111 , r-1. 
reaord j~st quoted. Ianthe Walters wrote, "I think bis name 
uas Jarr:esH (rege 10). Another descendent searched this ma;ter 
a few years ago and believes 11im to have been: named Johll. 

In sa:pI<)rt of this belief he states that a history of Long 
Island says, of the ·.¥alters brothers, Henry, Sama.el and John, 
"'"'--·"- .. _.,__ ., ___ - --- ~---~---->-~- _, __ --- '"'---·- -.,. .. _ !"'-I!' "'!"'-- .. 
V!.J.i.tfil tJULl.L;. !11::lU ~ ~ULi .Ot::t.UJl1illJ..U llif!lU IJH.tl w.r.n ~-eo, Gj;;,, l.f.:J;) ana 
married ~~lizabeth Valentine; that the history farther states 
- - - that Samael the brother of Benjamin enlisted from Flash­
ing ill 1812, served at ~rt Green and was honorabl~ disohuged 
and pensioned. 

T 1,,. e•a ...,,,_. -r ~.ft.ft- _,.,, 'I - -,..,... tC.: - ~ ~-'\...:-. "-.: - •--- -- - ,._ _ - -- .r ,a_ 
.._ ... - w - 4..&V .,.. ... -~ ,_.. ..,.__ v..., ._.A.L.1.\A ~.t_;_,4""Q ~..6.Q '->V•.J ll\J.&. '.1\1 Y ~ ... .i.•tJ 

the reference. To.e old Bible has still other records, and 
they inelnde a John who hEd brothers (Y) Henry and Samuel, 
but John woa.ld have had tc marry et lo to have been Benjamin'-s 
.Pe~l..01111 -~a -0.;1'1 '° ... .0,.,.-•.,1 ~---.: ~,;a a~a~+-,.....,. -~-d-· . _..._._Ll._.., • ,...u,..., ~._.,,._~ "'- '-"\oifV.LU.t ~VJ:".l.C\A ~ ~ VI.J t .&.VG C• 

• 

Marah the 21 ··Dq 1'734 the Eag of Hen.r.·1 ,ial ters 
febaary the 14 Day 1'736 the Eng of Samael //al ter·a 
febaary the 16 Day 1738 the Rag of John Walter~ 
IJartha ~7al ters born 12 Day September in the year of 

1'143 
oar J.ord/ 

--~•o str-&llge records occur i.n this sanre old Eible, viz: 

Semael Coasilboom born Dea. 9, 1769 
David Coscilboom born Jtay l, 1771 

·2n.1s name occa.rs in certain lists of the time. varionsly 
s;elled Gasseboom, Ooseboom, Cs.naeboom, eta. 

- - - - - - - - - -
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l. F-rances :-lnily, b. abt. 1812; m. Alfred Valentine and had 
sons James and Alfred, who grew up and married; had 
also several children who d. young. 

2.Alonzc seamore, m. II&ri' Aon :Baffet; see :No. 4 on :P• l6, 
snd fl below.- #E. 

3. Sa.rah Elizabeth 
4. liarietta, m. Edward Ogden. Crowell of Newark, an editor. 

{He was connected with a Newark paper and also was 
eaitor of e paper in su..ntington, L.I., about 1845-55.) 

5. zeruah! m. Nathaniel Furtie of nrooklyn. see p9 10. 1:hey 
11sd dau.. 2srf1ie who d. at l8, and ao.n Nathaniel,d. 10 mos. 

6. John Prankli.a, m. ( l) lisnos.h Burtis and had a son a.nd a daa.. 
who d. (both} in i.nf ancy; m. ( 2) Martha gapp.an and had 
onn ~~rnn~1 ~00~10~ m~~ ,tffoA 4~ t1o~~~n~~411o ~n ~....--· ,_._ .... ___ - ---•-t1 .. _._.,_._ -- .. -- ......... •---~~-... -~ .................. ---· 

-
•• 

{See ~-~o. 10 on p.16, and~. 2 above). 

Children of .!~lonzo Ses.mo.rc ~-nd Mary A.n.u f:Su.ffet) Carll: 

l. ?ranees ~Eilf, d. yoang. 
2. Lewis Pa.f.fet, 1845-1919; see aaoou..nt below. 
3.Jo~ :i::enry; m. ~lizebeth :Bucha_oan, and lived in Toledo 
€
5

• Ia.nthe;ddid :11ot m~r~y/b~~tK'S-
0

- ~ ,;;~..o· 4 -~~~~, • J.g.nes; • yor;,ng; ~ ~ ./- · · ~- a-~ c " 
7 ~. ·t{arianna; did not marr:v. 
Y'ff. Seamore; m. Delia-; had da~. Della; had son Edward Living­

s tone, fnho has m. and hs.s one or more oh. ) 
114. t~'red; did n.o -r; marry. 

1oi). Addison; m. Lu.cy -; no -children. 

Three of these children were born blind and lived to old 
age. Of these a brother_, and a sister who in her gentle ana a..n­
aasuming way makes life brighter for others saffering the same 
handioa~~ are still resident 1.n or about New York City. ~I!he 
third, Lewis Tiu.ffet Oarll, ( seoona i_n the list above), was a man 
of extraordinary mental :power, and was known as the Elind Mathe-
maii~ian. Ris father's mother, and his mother's mothsr, were 
the sisters 1iargaret and Raahel ~Ialtera. Re was the only one of 
the blind children to marry. bnt had no ohildren. His wife, 
v,hom he Lnarried s.bou.t the yea1't 1900, was a gra_riddanghter of Charles, 
s brother of L!argaret and Raahel. (JJ• 16, ?-Jo.lO). 

Lewis Euffat Carll, sightless from birth, graduated from 
Columbia University in 1870, st611ding second only to his friend 
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a.nd alasmnate Seth Low, late!' I:I.a~1or of New York. He was the 
first blind reraon to sucoeasfolly complete a college ed11ca­
tion, and he ther~b~ afforded eneot1..ragement and ineentive to 
others to follow in his steps. 

li1.r. Carll became bea·t known for his book.a.. :!'be first. 
"Calct1lo.s of -✓arietions'; a volume of over 550 pa.gee .• was po.b­
li!Jhed 1.n 1881, after lO years of :prod1g1oa.s sta.dy and resea?oh. 
T:11.is was 'bs far tb.e :nost s.dva.nced work that had yet been writ-. 
ten a.p-o.n tnis abstru.se brsnoh of ma thems. ties. He had a aee-on.d 
book, carrying the sa.bjeet still further, i.n eotll'se of prepara-­
tion.. For many years he held a Fellowship at nolrunbia. 

eble mari is to be foo.nd in an ar'tiale in The Duluth E-veni.ng 
Hera.la. of Jana.ar3 4, 1908 • ... - - - - - - - -

Oorree.tio.ni to *t1ie.~1'1Jaien.tines in .. American- { see P• 16, No.5) • 
tt"!'•"":t~ ,..~ - ~ +~ "...,~ 
Q,u .. w <llo.4 ~ v..&.. .....,1..J.li:J 

l. ~.28, Val. in ~11. Thomas Valenti.nets son Obadiah who m. 
Rs.ahel the sister of Benj. ':1alters, had eons James and Hewlett 
tiho m. sisters named Hendrickson. (This is the same =Jbodi&h 
mentioned o.n ps.ges 12 and lZ cf the ·:present ~vriting). 

miah 
Pp~ 
"·" :.A. ~ll 
}?nth 

2. r.28, Val. in .bm. ··Zt.c ;narriage of Obedi~h s:>n of Jere-
:nu.st be wrongly given here, for 1 t was .not he who marrie-4 
iialters, but his b:roth.er Jam.ea. The marriage of James and 
is aorreotlv 2iven ... on 11a-2e .29 of 'ttal. 1-n · Am. 

- '-If' ,...... ·• . , • ~ . ... ~ - -- . . . . - - --·-· ---- -

3. p.29, Val. in Am. Thoebe/ff~t~~i-f.p~f~ (Vandewater} Val­
en tine! s dau.. Rosine rlad ehild.ren. a.ad a bro tne.r named "Renjamill. 
T"hn:,:!ibA 'k~A .R ni onQ l1'a..-u i~l i~A"hn+.'h n",l f:wA n.:a,•·-t~onaa T\ow-t n.c on,l 
................ ..,,...,. ............... - ...... ..,,...., ..... ., ............. ., ....................... ...,. ... --, -. ... tir.illla .... - • ..., .......... ¥,j,,.,,j.'-"••........ .:.;4"" ................ ..........,,.. 

Duryea, (all Vandewater), who married respectively, Eenjamin I. 
and Lo~iaa Je Valentine (children of her haaband's brother James}. 
and 1iary Elizabeth G-raoy (dat1gJ1te.r of 'h.er hnsband's sister Harriet). 

4. p.29,(middle), Vsl. in ).Jn. Rere 2re listed the marriages 
of "Jeremiah eon of Obadiah?W. nnt on..r reeord has the Jeremiah 
who was tho.a married, to be the son of J'ames and Ra.th, not of 
Obadiah. '~e book 1·tself gives eviilenoe· of 1 ts own error in this, 
for at the top of the san:c 11a6e we find the ms.r~iege of "Jeremiah 
son of Obadia.hr. already aaoonnted for, and ju.st after that we 
find Jeremiah the son of James and Rnth with no acoou..nting for 
marriage or ohildren. 

5. 11s to Thomas Vs.len tine' a daughte1i:'8t1I:ltei~ ~rl-1ec1 
Be.n.j.emi.n ~?alters; :!.e.ry r..ad a d.au.. t1?;:.o m. a Dt1ryea an.d they in 
tt·crn h_a<l a d.aa. Ea.nnah; Sarah had no en.ildre.n; ":rartha had a aaa. 
lr1ho m. a Eu.r tis a.nd they i.:i tarn had s. so11 Na. t~aniel. see p. lO. 

6. The name Nsl ters is given as n::~ tersn in many places in 
. !{,,,.. • , 

the r~="in tea re'3oras, ~11d in t}~e "!alen tine ge.n.ealogy. tl1here was 
also a fcmily whose name ~a~ -.-ls.tars or ·da.tte.rs; I have not 
.fou.nd that the1 wer: relate,5). -·~11iere this family is spoken of, 
the name shou.lrl be ialters. 
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sm1a.e1. Sama.el ~a•• 
Sarah• 3.11.13 
Sar.ah ~raa. 13" 
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"Kanawha County Land Grants, Sep­
tember 20, 1791-May 11, 1797," April, 
1943, West Virginia History. 

"Sources for South Carolina History in 
the Nation's Capitol" by Maxcy R. Disk­
son, pp. 50-54, South Carolina Historical 
Association Proceedings, 1942. 

"The Surnames of Scotland-Their 
Origin, Meaning and History," by George 
F. Black, Ph.D. Part VI of this series, 
covering the surnames Boyle to Closhoder­
ick, appears on pp. 65-125, January, 1914, 
Bulletin of the ·New York Public Libra1·y. 

"Material in the National Archives re-

lating to the early history of the District 
of Colun1bia" by Elizabeth Bethel, pp. 
169-187, vol. 42-43 (1942), The Columbia 

' " Historical Soc'iety Records. 
"Canadian Refugee 1:,ands in Ohi°\_ by 

C. M. Clayton, pp. 377-380, Decem'-er 
1943, Canadian Historical Review. 

"Ship Registers of '..the District of' 
Gloucester, 1789-1785," · compiled from 
Gloucester, Mass., customs records in the 
possession of the Essex Institute, pp. 41-
64, 177-192, 265-280, 287-402, volume 38 
( 1942) Essex Institute Historical Callee-

/ 

tions. ( Cont~ued from earlier issues.) 

Mi\RYL~t\.ND PENSIONS 
Many of the colonies granted pensions 

to disabled soldiers and sailors of the Rev­
olution, even before the organization of 
the nation as the United States of An1eri­
ca. Of interest as exa1nples of these pen­
sions are the following extracts fron1 
county court records in l\'.Iaryland. 
Proceedings, O}']Jhans Court, Baltimore 

Co., 1787; vol. 2, p . .2. 

"Ordered that the collector of the coun­
ty pay unto Mark Walsh, a private in the 
7th Maryland ·Regin1ent, who was wounded 
in the Battle at German Town in the year 
1777, the sun1 of three pounds fifteen shill­
ings, being for 3 months half pay due the 
10th day of January last." 

Similar entry Philip Sullivan, Battle of 
Camden, 16 Aug., 1780. 

Similar entry-James Collins, serjant, 
1st Maryland Regiment, seige of York in 
Virginia. 

Sin1ilar entry-John Bennet, 2nd Mary­
land Regiment, Battle of Camden. 

F,·ederick County, Court 111inute Book 
"On application of sundry disabled per­

sons formerly soldiers in the Maryland 
Line for an allowance under the Act en­
titled An Act for the .relief o~ disabled 
and maimed officers, soldiers anq seaman, 
the following orders o~ Adani Fisher, 
Esq., were directed to be given, namely: 

George Hiltebrick 
Mary Parsons, widow of William Par­

sons, militia. 
John Strasner, 2_nd Regiment. 
John Stresner, priv., 7th Regt. 

INSCRIPTIONS FROl\1 OLD CEl\fETERY, RALEIGH, N. C. 
CONTRIBUTED BY JEAN STEPHENSON AND BESSIE C. CARMAN' Washington, D. C. 

Sacred / to the memory of ! Nancy 
Harris / who departed this life on the / 
13th of August A. D. 1840 in / the 56th 
year of her age / [Inscription] 

Sacred / to the n1emory of / Robert 
Cannon I who was born / in Pitt Co., N. 
C. I March 7th, 1 780 / and departed this 
life / at Raleigh July 9th 1833 / 

Sacred / to the men1ory of / Dr. Arthur 
Nelson / Died Oct. 5th, 1841 / aged 50 
years / A native of Fredericktown, Md. 
and / oldest son of the late Gen'l / Roger 
Nelson / During hi!-; residence in this / 
city he acquired ,that general / respect 
and esteen1 to which / his exemplory con­
duct and / Gentlemanly deportment / 
justly entitled him. / 

Eliza B. Dudley / wife of / Edward B. 
Dudley / Born 24th N ove1nber 1796 / Died 
the 14th day of October / 1840 I 

David Royster, Jr. / son pf Jacob Roy­
ster / and Lucy Daniel / Born at / Clark­
ville, Va. 1777 / Died at / Raleigh, N. C. / 

• I 

June 22, 1865 / aged 88 years / 
I 

Susan Royster / wife of D~vid Royster 
/ and daughter of Elisha Sons\ / born in / 
Warren Co., N. C. 1779 / Die'd at / Ra-, 
leigh, N. C. / Oct. 25, 1864 aged. 85 years / 

To the memory of / John I)evereux / 
born in the County of Wexford / Ireland / 
March 11th. A.D. 1761 / died in Raleigh / 
July 1st A.D. 1841 / 

To the memory of / George Pollok / 
who was born March 16th / 1772 / and 
died April 9th / 1839 / 



·54 NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL socIETY QUARTERLY• VoL.32., ~nc..,l,'f-.f\-.~ 

Thomas Pollok Devereux / son of John who died / March 10, 1863 / Wa~h.µ..C.,t~ 
and FLances Devereux / Born in New In memory of / Bridget Hill / wife of 
Berne Dec. 17 / 1793 / Died at Connaco- Surry Hill / who departed / this life / 
mara in Halifax County / March 12th, August 5, 1848 / aged 70 years / 
1869 / In emory of / Lisbon White who / 

To the memory_ / of / Mrs. at'E~~ _·-:y::~~~Ef:Iiornl 17th Oct / 1781 died 31 Janu­
A. Devereux / wife of / Thom f>WB D!=f~ ~- :~y.; A 11.~d aged 54 years / - months 13 
vereux / who died at the / Whi Sulphur days / J 

Springs, Virginia / July 17th D. l~ffi{ -..r.:: ~J ,pe D vis / Relict of Colonel John 
aged 40 yrs. Tflt;E.:i 'rou~g~N Wiliams / late of New Hanover 

In / remembrance of / Jane rrt~~""'""-1--+"r,rt't'P!....,.~~rth Carolina / Died at Raleigh, 
who died 19 Febry / 1844 / aged 90 years/ 28th July 1818 / aged / 62 years and 2 

In memory / of Richard / Dickson / days / The mother of 4 children / 

NOTES ON THE W.1.L\.LTERS, V.L~LENTIN~~, HEWLETT, AND 
CARLL FAMILTES OF LONG ISL.A.1~D 

BY ROBERT FRANKLIN ~OD, Washington, D. C. 

A-Introductory dated Feb. 12, 1'759. In Collections of the 

Al. The following notes are based on 
family records and memoranda, supple­
mented by such published data as may 
serve to help unify them. It is realized 
that they ren1ain fragmentary; it is 
hoped, however, that such inforn1ation as 
can be given here will prove useful to 
whoever may be studying these and re­
lated Long Island families, for their own 
interest or for further c01npilation. 

A2. In 1892 Charles Willian1 ( Charles, 
Benjamin) Walters (J14) made a copy, 
now in the writer's possession, of the Wal­
ters family records contained in a Bible 
left to him by his uncle Samuel Walters 
( E8) . In this Bible were no pages de­
signed for family records, so entries were 
made here and there where there was 
room. There are four groups of such 
entries, and we shall detail them here 
under Sections B, C, D, and E. 

B-The Oldest Walters Records 

Bl. The oldest records, which have not 
yet been satisfactorily correlated with 
lat~r generations, read as follows: 

B2. March the 21 Day 1734 the 
. Eag of Henry Walters 

B3. febuary the 14tir Day 1736 the 
Eag of Samuel Walters 

B4. febuary the 16 Day 1738 the 
Eag of John Walters 

B5. Martha Walters born 12 Day 
September in the year of 
our Lord 17 43 

B6. All of these names are to be found 
in early records of Long Island. In Oys­
ter Bay Town Records, vol. 6, p. 283, we 
find Henry Walters witness to a deed 

New York Historical Society, Abstracts 
of Wills, vol. 9, p. 257, we find the will of 
William Walters of Cold Spring, Oyster 
Bay (March 15, 1771; p1·oved 1780) which 
makes mention of wife Mary; sons Simeon, 
William, John, Samuel; daus. Mary, 
Martha, Gretia and her children Rachel 
and Isaac and Solomon Weeks. 

B7. We have nothing definite, however, 
to identify William's family with the Wal­
ters family we are considering, and there 
is no Henry mentioned in the will. On 
the other hand, the place, Oyster Bay, is 
in the same general locality where "our" 
Walters family long resided ( G5, 6, 7, 8) , 
and William's life span could be consistent 
with birth dates B2, 3, 4, and 5,-especial­
ly since we find William's marriage as 
Dec. 7, 1728 in the records of St. George's 
Church (Episcopal), Hempstead, L. I. 
The record reads, "William Walters and 
l\,Iary Losee, both of Oyster Bay." ( See 
N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 11, p. 135). 

B8. There was on Long Island also a 
large family named Waters, and looseness 
of spelling in old records makes for con­
fusion which at times is hard or iinpos­
sible to resolve. For further comments on 
these oldest Bible records see Section F. 

C-N ext Oldest Records 
Cl. The record with next oldest dates 

connects definitely with later generations, 
but we shall have to examine into the 
identity of the father, James, for reasons 
which will appear in Section F. This rec­
ord reads as follows : 
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C2. The children of James and Marv 
Walters were- ~ 

(1) C3. Benjamin Walters1 was born 
the 22 February year of our Lord 1755. 
Died Oct. 28, 1829 [Cf. GS] 

( 2) C4. Peter W alters2 born the 27 day 
of November in the year of our Lord 1756 
[Cf. G6] 

( 3) C5. Samuel Walters born the fourth 
of July in the year of our Lord 1758 [Cf. 
G7] · 

(4) C6. Rachel Walters born the 25 
day of August in the year -of our Lord 
1761 [H2] [Cf. G5] 

(5) C7. John Walters1 born the 23 day 
June in the year of our Lord 1771 

CS. For comment on these, see Section 
F. 

D-Unexplained Records 

DL Two strange records were in the 
old Bible at this point, which have never 
been explained. 

D2. Samuel Cossilboom born 9 da v De­
cember in the year of our Lord 1769~ 

D3. David Cossilboom born 1 day May 
in the·year of our Lord 1771 

D4. For comments on these, see Section 
I. 

E-Record of the Benja1nin Walters 
Family 

El. On another page of the Bible were 
vital records of Benjan1in Walters (C3) 
and his children1,-entered there by his 
son Samuel according to a letter written 
by Mary, wife of Charles Willian1 Wal­
ters (J14). These are here given, togeth­
er with additional information from fam­
ily letters and papers, and fron1 other 
sources: 

E2. The ninth day March 1783 Benja­
min W alters1.3 married Elizabeth Valeng­
tine [For notes on Valentine relationships 
see Section H; see also J 1]. 

(1) E3. And the nineteenth April 1784 
James Walters was born [He died aged 
12 years. See F5]. 

(2) E4. Peter Walters was born the 
fourteenth of October 1785 Died 19 Aug 
1842 [He m. March 20, 1811, Elizabeth, 
dau. of Platt and Mary (Platt) Kelsey' 
of Huntington, L. I.; they are buried in 
Rosewood Ce1netery, l\tianhassett, L. I. 
See J3, 4]. 

1 See N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 55, pp. 339, 340. 
Census of 1800, for families of Benjamin Walters 
and John Walters. 

22 Cf. N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 57. p. 62, Census of 
1800, in which a Peter Walters certifies the popula­
tion of certain towns. 

3 See paragraph GS and footnote 6. of which p. 
113 applies. 

"Regarding this marriage, see N. Y. G. & B. Rec., 
vol. 62, pp. 140-145. 

(3) E5. Margaret Walters was born 
ninth of September, 1787 [She m. Feb. 20, 
1812, John Carll. See J5; Sect. K]. 

(4) E6. Rachel W a 1 t er s was born 
fourth October 1789 [She m. Lewis Buf­
fett. See J6]. 

(5) E7. Ruth Walters was born the 
twentieth of September, 1791 [She m. her 
cousin James Valentine of Bayside, L. I. 
See H2; J7. She d. Dec. 6, 1877; bur. in 
Zion Church Cemetery, Little N eek, L. I.] 

(6) E8. Samuel Walters was born the 
sixteenth of November, 1793. [See A2; 
this Samuel was owner of the Bible. He 
m. his cousin Elizabeth Monfort; he d. 
Dec. 29, 1875]. 

(7) E9. Mary Walters was born the 
sixteenth of July 1796 Died April 21, 
1861. [Called Polly; she m. Elijah Cox. 
See J12]. 

(8) (9) ElO. Anna & Sarah Walters 
was born the tenth day April, 1799. (Anna 
m. Walter Cox; see Jl3. Sarah did not 
marry]. 

(10) Ell. Charles Walters was born 
March 18, 1801. Died March 25, 1861. 
[He m., 1832, Elizabeth Roe of Bayside, 
L. I.; see F2; J14]. 

(11) El2. Phebe Walters was born the 
thirty-first day of May in the year of our 
Lord 1806. [She m. ( 1) Titus Ketcham, 
and had two sons who d. in infancy; m. 
(2) ·william Walcott; she d. 1866]. 

E13. This concludes the entries in the 
Walters Bible. 

F-N otes on Sections B and C 

FL Now let us compare the oldest Wal­
ters records as given in Section B with the 
History of Queens County, New York by 
W. W. Munsell & Co., 1882. Under 
-"Flushing," p. 89, ,ve find: 

F2. "The Walters brothers, Henry, 
· Sa1nuei, and John, were settiers in the 

east end of town, in the Little N eek dis­
trict, prior to the Revolution, and Henry 
served in Young's Militia under Hamilton. 
John had a son Benjamin" (Cf. C3)" born 
February 22nd, 1755, who married Eliza­
beth Val en tine. They had eleven children. 
One of their sons, Charles/' (Cf. Ell) 
"was born in 1801, and married in 1832 to 
Elizabeth Roe. They had a son and a 
daughter Charles W. and Mary (now 
Hendrickson) who are the only represen­
tatives of that branch now here. Samuel 
Walters, a brother of Benjamin, enlisted 
from Flushing in the War of 1812, served 
at Fort Greene and was honorably dis­
charged and pensioned." 

F3. So here we have the san1e trio, and 
in the same order as their "Eag" in the 
old Bible ( Sect. B) , yet disagreeing with 
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that Bible record (Sect. C) which gives 
"James and Mary Walters" (C2) as Ben­
jamin's parents. It will be noted that if 
John, born 1738, was indeed the father of 
Benjamin born 1755, he must have mar­
ried at age 16, in 1754. But in Jl,f arriage 
Licenses, Province of 1V ew York, previous 
to 1784, 1860, (also in .1.Vew York Mar­
riages before 178-n, we find a John Wal­
ters, p. 445, marrying Hannah Brush, 
May 4, 1757. Again, a John Walters is 
to be found ( Coll. of l,l. Y. Hist. Soc., 1891, 
p. 70), 5 ft. 8 in. tall, 20 years old, born in 
North Castle, a carpenter, dark co1n­
plexion, who enlisted, April 8, 1758, in 
Capt. Petrus Stuyvesant's c om p any, 
Queens County. Though his age thus 
agrees with our John Walters, our ques­
tion of identity an<l parentage remains 
unanswered. 

F4. About 1880 Miss Ianthe Walters 
(1812-1898), eldest child of Peter (E4), 
in a paper now in the writer's possession~ 
wrote: "Our great-grandfather Walters 
( I think his name was James) ca1ne from 
England --- and he and his brother 
were on the side of the crown in the rev­
olutionary war,-in other words they were 
tories, and had to go to Nova Scotia at the 
close of the war, fr01n whence they re­
turned after some years, wiser I think, 
but not wealthier men." This brother 
evidently was Samuel ( B3), for in the 
N. Y. -G. & B. Rec., vol. 34, p. 197, we find 
under "Loyalists etc. Mustered at Digby, 
Nova Scotia," May, 1784, Samuel "Wat­
ters," with one child under 10, described· 
as "Loyalist, settled in Digby." The 
writer has not discovered the name of 
either John or James Walters in Nova 
Scotia records. 

F5. If then, James instead of John was 
the father of Benjamin Walters, he ap­
parently was a brother of the trio Henry, 
Samuel, and John. The fact that Benja­
min's first-born was named James (E3) 
might lend weight in support of James 
(C2) as the parent. 

F6. Descendants of Mrs. Amelia K. 
(Walters) Willis (1816-1909), another 
daughter of Peter (E4) have a table giv­
ing the parents of Benjamin (C3) as 
James Walters and Mary Hewlett, but no 
authority cited. 

G-The Hewlett Relationship 

G 1. The Hewletts\ influential and well­
to-do, were, like the Walters Family, 
strongly Loyalist or tory. We know that 
Benjamin Walter~?wife, Elizabeth Valen­
tine (E2), was a daughter of Elizabeth 
Hewlett who married Thomas Valentine, 
and this goes at least as far as to show 
that these several families were intermar­
rying and that the alliance mentioned in 
the preceeding paragraph would be per­
fectly logical. The Walters family gen­
eration after generation were Episcopa­
lians, as apparently were the others also, 
and in the records of St. George's Church, 
Hempstead, L. I., we find all these f a_mily 
nan1es repeatedly. The following are of 
note6

: 

G2. May 20, 1736 (born) Elizabeth, d. 
of John and Hannah Hulett. ( Probably 
she who m. Thomas Valentine mentioned 
above). 

G3. Sept. 18, 17 43, Charles, s. of John 
and Hannah Hulett bapt. at Oyster Bay. 
( See G4). 

G4. Jan. 14, 1770, (mar.) Chas. Hew­
lett of Oyster Bay and Martha Davenport. 
( Possibly the Capt. Charles Hewlett "of 
Revolutionary War notoriety," brother of 
Elizabeth (Hewlett) Valentine). 

G5. Feb. 17, 1779, Obadiah Valentine & 
Rachel Walters both of Oisterbay. ( Cf. 
C6; H2). 

G6. Feb. 16, 1780, Peter Walters and 
Sophia Place both of Oisterbay. ( Cf. C4). 

G7. July 29, 1782, Samuel ,valters and 
Martha Van Cot both of Oisterbay. (Cf. 
C5). 

G8. Mar. 9, 1783, Benjan1in "Waters" 
and Elizabeth Valentine both of Oister­
bay. (Another record says: "Benjamin 
Waters of West Hills near the village of 
Coid Spring, in Oyster Bay"). 

H-Notes on Valentine Relationships 

Hl. According to the account by Miss 
Ianthe Walters (F4), Elizabeth Valentine 
(E2) had four sisters. Mary (Polly) 
married Garrett Suydan1; they had a 
daughter, Hannah Duryea. Martha mar­
ried a Wright and had a grandson whose 
name was Nathaniel Burtis. Sarah mar­
ried a Nostrand but had no children. The 
fourth sister married a Traviss. ( Cf. 
Valentines in A1ner-ica). 

H2. Miss Walters stated also that the 
brothers of Elizabeth Valentine were 
Jeremiah whose son J an1es married his 

" Published account!, of the Hewlett family are in 
some cases inconsistent and contradictory. An au­
thoritative genealogical history of the Long Island 
Hewletts would be interesting and useful. 

6 N. Y. G. & B. Rec., v. 9, p. 182; v. 10, p. 19; 
v. 14. pp. 43, 117; v. 15, pp. 78, 112, 113. 
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cousin Ruth Walters (E7), and Obadiah 
who married Rachel Walter~ (C6; G5), 
Ruth Walter\s' aunt. 

H3. The Valentines owned a large farm, 
about 1,000 acres, near West Hills in Oys­
ter Bay, about half of which was occu­
pied by Tho1nas Valentine ( G 1) , father of 
Elizabeth, Jeremiah, and Obadiah. On 
this farm were quite a number of slaves, 
voluntarily released and freed later on, 
and Miss Walters recalled seeing one of 
these, "Old Lucy," when she visited at her 
"Uncle Oby's,"-Obadiah just mentioned, 
who was really her great uncle. She re­
lated also that her father (E4) re1narked, 
when talking about the family of his 
grandfather Thomas Valentine, "that the 
negroes raised the corn, fed it to the hogs, 
and then ate the pork." These recollec­
tions are of a time that now is 1nore than 
one hundred years past. 

H4. S01ne other parts of the account by 
Miss Walters are identical to data given 
in the published work by T. W. Valentine, 
Valentines in A,merica, 1874, pp. 27-29. 
However, there are certain an1biguitie~ in 
those pages, which can be clarified or cor­
rected by what Miss Walters wrote; these 
are here covered in paragraphs H5-H7. 

H5. Page 28: Obadiah and Rachel 
(Walters) Valentine had two sons, J an1es 
and Hewlett, who n1arried sisters named 
Hendrickson, and a daughter Elizabeth 
who married a Monfort. 

H6. Page 28 erroneou~ly gives Ruth 
Walters as n1arrying Obadiah son of Jere-
1niah Valentine. It is perfectly certain 
that she married her cousin James Valen­
tine ( Cf. H2), and the genealogy itself 
gives this version on the very next page, 
and again, most explicitly, on page 31. 
Page 15 gives the marriage of an Obadiah 
Valentine to Ruth Watts, l\'Iay 6, 1815; 
this could be the 1narriage intended on 
page 28, and the date seems reasonable 
since Obadia:b. son of Jeremiah · was born 
(page 28) in 1787. /l.C/ 

H7. In the middle of page -2i, certain 
n1arriages are given (111istakenly) for 
"Jeremiah son of Obadiah," for at the top 
of this same page we find the marriage of 
this same Jeremiah already accounted for, 
as well as his children. The marriages 
attributed to "J ere1niah son of Obadiah" 
in the middle of the page belong in reality, 
according to our family account, to .Jere-
1niah a son of James and Ruth (Walters) 

Valentine. (See J7, 10). Bearing this 
out, it will be noted that near the top of 
page 29 we find Jeren1iah, son of James 
~nd Ruth, with no account of his marriage 
nor children. When the foregoing correc­
tions are made, pages 27-29 in the gene­
alogy become understandable. 

I-Notes on Section D,-the Unexplained· 
Records 

11. No n1arriage has been found by the 
writer between the Walters and "Cossil­
boon1" families, and we can only surmise 
that there must have been a marriage or 
son1e other close bond h1~tv.reen them. It 
has been conjecturt:<l that Martha Walters 
( B5) might have married a Cossilboom; 
of fact, however, we have none. About 
twelve years ago the writer corresponded 
with several by the nan1e of Casseboo·m in 
Mass. and N. Y., but without avail. 

12. The name occurs in certain lists and 
records 7 of the period, spelled in many 
ways,-Cossaboo1n, Cansibo111e, etc. It ap­
parently is of Dutch origin, and is to be 
found in "Ancient Fan1ilies of New York: 
Dutch Aliasesm as Carseboom or Kerse­
boom, in 1665 and 1682. The name Kirse­
bo1m, is now extant. One of the Dutch 
na1nes in New Jersey that underwent 
changes!) was Karsenboom to Kassaboom. 
Perhaps a search for Walters records in 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, would be 
suggested by this, assu1ning that members 
of both fan1ilies 111ight have resided in 
that section before going- to Long Island. 

13. Among the St. George's records 
fro111 which we have already cited (G2-8) 
it is interesting to find the marriage of 
David "Coseboom" and Jane Brass, June 
19, 1782; this David could easily be a 
relative of the David· who enlisted in 
Capt. Richard Hewlett's company in 1758, 
5 ft., 10 in., 37 years old, born in "Con­
nectt," weaver, fair con1plexion; and both 
of the1n 1nay probably have been related 
to David (D3) of the vValters Bible. 

14. In July, 1776, when the British 
were about to land on Long Island, the 
New York Provincial Congress ordered all 
cattle to be driven away fro1n the coast, 
in the south and west parts of the island. 
Farmers "east of Hempstead village" 

7 Coll. of N. Y. Hist. Soc. for 1891, Muster Rolls 
Ii55-1764. pp. 62, 194, 226; Rec. of 1st. Church in 
Huntington, pp. 80, 96. 

8 N. Y. G. & B. Rec., vol. 10, p. 39. 
0 N. Y. G. & B. Rec .. vol. 20, p. 34. 
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a.90.msr 
signed a long petition remonstrating/l 10, 1863); she died in Blandford, Mass., 
this order; among the many names to this Nov. 1, 1907, and with her husband is 
petition were Henry Walters and David buried in Brookside Cemetery, Easthamp-
Casseboom.10 ton, Mass. Much of the information in 

15. A few months before the Battle of this article is due to Mrs. Chadbourne's 
Brooklyn, some 450 tory residents of 
Queens County and vicinity signed an 
oath11

, as a result no doubt of pressure 
brought upon them by their neighbors and 
by local authority, that they had delivered 
up their arms and ammunition, pledging 
that they would desist from acts hostile to 
the An1ericans, would not take up arms 
against them nor by any means assist "his 
Majesty's troops in the present contest," 
etc. Among those who made this "solemn 
promise" were Benjamin, John, Henry, 
and James Walters or Waters; John Hew­
lett among several by that surname, and 
Obadiah among several Valentines. Im­
mediately after that battle, when General 
Washington's troops had to withdraw 
from Long Island, this same element of 
the populace signed a very different 
pa per12

, telling how glad they would be "to 
be restored to the King's most gracious 
protection," etc., etc. 

.J-Notes on Section E: the Benjam.in 
Walters Family 

Jl. Benjamin Walters, according to the 
account by his grand-daughter Ianthe, 
"had blue eyes and light brown hair"; his 
wife, Elizabeth Valentine, "was very good­
looking ,-had hazel eyes and brown hair 
and was rather reserved in manner, but 
she was a warmhearted whole-souled 
,voman." 

J2. Notes on the father of Benjamin 
Walters and on his eldest son, have been 
given in Section F. 

J3. Peter Walters (E4) had eleven chil­
dren, of whom we have already mentioned 
two daughters (F4, 6). Another, the 
youngest, was Harriet1

\ born in Great 
N eek, L. I., Dec. 14, 1837; she married, 
Oct. 2, 1856, at Flushing, L. I., Sylvester 
W. Chadbourne (b. in No. Berwick, Me., 
July 13, 1826; d. in So. Berwick, Me., Feb. 

10 Annals of Hempstead, Onderdonk, 1878, p. 86. 
11 Refugees of 1776 from L. I. to Conn., Mather, 

1913. pp. 1052-1054. 
J:! History of Long Island. Thompson, 1918, pp. 

300-301 ; also footnote 11. There were 1294 signers. 
names not given. 

13 Sylvester W. and Harriet (Walters) Chadbourne 
were the maternal grandparents of the writer of 
this article. 

retentive memory, to her care in the pres­
ervation of family papers, and to the close 
contacts which, throughout the forty-four 
years of her widowhood, she maintaii:i.ed 
with her many relatives and friends, with 
whom she was a universal favorite. 

J 4. Descendants of Peter Walters and 
Elizabeth Kelsey his wife of Long Island, 
are given in a manuscript by that title by 
the compiler of these notes. The original 
of this manuscript is on file in the library 
of the National Genealogical Society, 
Washington, D. C., and copies are being 
placed in the New York Public Library, 
the New York Genealogica:l and Biograph­
ical Society, the Long Island Historical 
Society (Brooklyn) , and the Huntington 
(L. I.) Historical Society. The earlier 
generations of these descendants · are ex­
pected to appear in Volume 3 of the De­
scendants of lfiilliam Kelsey, if and ·when 
such a volume is added to the two already 
published. The Kelsey f 3:mily, by the 
way, were staunch and ardent supporters 
of the Patriot cause during the Revolu­
tionary War, and Elizabeth's grandfather 
Stephen Kelsey, ·who had been active in 
that war and had also suffered indignities 
at the hands of the British~ investigated 
well before approving her marriage 
( 1811) into a family ti·aditionally loyalist. 
However, he "heard so good a report of 
the young man, (Petet> Walters), that his 
opposition to the marriage entirely 
ceased." 

J5. During the Revolutionary War 
many Long Island Patriots were driven 
from their homes by British sympathizers, 
taking refuge for a time in Connecticut. 
One of these was Sergt. John Carll14 of 
Huntington, who served with the Ameri­
can army. It was his son, John Jr., who 
married Margaret Walters (E5). For 
1nore about this family see Section K. 

J6. A daughter of Lewis Buffett and his 
wife Rachel Walters ( E6) was named 
Mary Ann (b. --; d. 1888); she mar­
ried Alonzo Sea more Carll ( K3) , a son of 

11 Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to Connecti­
cut, Mather, 1913, pp. 136, 287, ~99. 995, 999, 1006. 
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John Carll just mentioned. For more 
about this family see Sections K and L. 

J7. The children of James and Ruth 
(Walters) Valentine (E7; H6, 7) were, 
according to our family ~ccount: 

(1) J8. Benjamin; resided Bayside, L. 
I.; m. Phoebe VandeWater; for ch. see 
Valentine genealogy, p. 29. 

(2) J9. James; m. Jane Louisa Platt, 
dau. of Uriah Platt and his wife Eliza 
Ann Peters; had (1) Eliza; (2) a son who 
d. in infancy; (3) Louisa, who n1. Devine 
Vandewater (nephew of Phoebe, J8), re­
sided Flushing, L. I., d. 1912, and had 
Lulu b. about 1878 and Livingstone b. 
about 1888; ( 4) Benjamin Platt, who m. 
Mary Elizabeth, sister of Devine Vande­
W ater. 

(3) Jl0. Jeremiah; m. (1) -; m. (2) 
Jane Peters Cornell, dau. of Wm. H. Cor­
nell and his wife Elizabeth Doughty; had 
(1) Charlotte, who m. and had children1

:;; 

(2) William, b. 187-, resided at Oyster 
Bay. Jeremiah's first marriage, accord­
ing to the Valentine genealogy, corrected 
as in H6, 7, was to Phebe Ann Cox. 

(4) Jll. Harriet Adelia; n1. John 
Gracy and had (all living in 1905) : (1) 
Ruth Ann, b. about 185-; Mary Elizabeth 
who m. Duryea Vande Water (bro. of 
Devine, J9) and had Edna, b. 188-; ( 3) 
John, m. --; (4) David, 111. --, of 
Texas; resided in Austin, Texas; ( 5) Wil­
liam; ( 6) Charles Alfred, m. - ; had 
one child or more; resided in J a1naica, L. 
I. The writer re1nembers visiting in 
Flushing when about 10 or 12 years old. 
and taking "French leave" of his parent 
to trudge over to Jamaica and back, to 
pay a call there at the Gracy home. 

.J12. The children of Elijah and lVlary 
(Walters) Cox (E9) were (1) Jane, who 
d. 1904, aged about 70 years; she m. 
Stephen Powell and had a dau. who in 
1905 was living in Oyster Bay; (2) Mari­
etta, who lived in Oyster Bay. 

Jl3. Walter and Anna (Walters) Cox 
(El0) had a daughter Ann Elizabeth who 
n1. Valentine Monfort; they in turn had 
a daughter Elizabeth Ann who lived in 
Woodbury, L. I., which, incidentally, was 
the birthplace of Anna \Valter's brother 

i:;_ Family papers give two conflicting versions: 
(a) that she m. a Townsend and had dau. Jennie 
who m. and lived with her mother in Oyster Bay ; 
and (b) that she m. a Sullivan and had a son Wil­
liam who died, and a daughter. The writer re­
~ards (a) as on probably the better authority. 

Peter ( E4) , and probably of others of the 
fa1nily. 

J14. Charles and Elizabeth (Roe) Wal­
ters (Ell) had (1) a dau. Mary Elizabeth 
(about 1833-1900) who 1n. George Hen­
drickson (Cf. F2) of · Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
they in turn had ( 1) a dau. Elizabeth or 
Lilly who became the wife of Lewis Buf­
fett Carll (L13; M3); and (2) a son 
Charles William (A2; El) who m. Mary 
Terry, d. about 1900, and had a son 
Frank, a dau. Bessie who graduated from 
Barnard College, another son, and one 
that died. 

K.-The John Carll Family 

Kl. The children of John (Jr.) and 
:Margaret (Walters) Carll (E5, J5) were: 

( 1) K2. Frances Emily ( about 1812-
189-) ; m. Alfred Valentine; had several 
children who d. in infancy, also James and 
Alfred who grew up and married. 

(2) K3. Alonzo Seamore, who m. Mary 
Ann Buffett (Cf. J6). For more about 
this family see Sections L and M. 

( 3) K4. Sarah Elizabeth; d. about 1845. 
( 4) K5. Marietta; n1. Edward Ogden 

Crowell, of Newark, N. J., an editor (as 
1nay be observed in Newark city director­
ies, 184-). 

(5) K6. Zeruah; m. Nathaniel Burtis, 
of Brooklyn, and had (1) Marietta 
( Man1ie), b. abt. 1855, d. abt. 18 years of 
age; (2) Nathaniel, who d. at abt. 10 
111onths. 

( 6) K7. John Franklin; b. 1828; d. 
1904; eminent geologist, whose reports, 
etc. are to be found in the literature; m. 
( 1) Hannah Burtis and had a son and a 
dau. who d. in infancy; n1. (2) Martha 
Tappan and had Samuel Peasley who was 
b. abt. 187- and in 1905 resided in Pleas­
antville, Pa. 

L--The Alonzo Seamore Carll Family 
LL The marriage of Alonzo Seamore 

Carll and Mary Ann Buffett has been 
given in J6 and K3. Ten children were 
born to then1, and they constituted a truly 
remarkable family. Three of the children 
died in infancy; of the other seven, all of 
who1n lived to 1naturity; three were born 
blind ( see Sect. M) and lived to old age. 
The~e ten children were: 

( 1) L2. France~ Emily; d. in infancy. 
(2) L3. Lewis Buffett; b. 1844, in 

Flushing L. I., N. Y., d. in Brooklyn, 
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March 22, 1918; 1n., late in life, Elizabeth 
Hendrickson (J14) ; no children. 

(3) L4. John Henry; b. abt. 1848; n1. 
Elizabeth Buchanan who d. abt. 1895; 
they lived in Toledo, Ohio. 

( 4) L5. Alonzo; d. in infancy. 
( 5) L6. Ianthe; b. Aug. 5, 1850; d. abt. 

1930-31, in Richmond Hill, New York 
City; unm. 

(6) L7. Agnes; twin to Ianthe; d. abt. 
5 weeks old. 

(7) LS. Marianna; b. 1852; d. abt. 
1925, in Brooklyn; unm. 

( 8) L9. Seamore; b. abt. 1855; m. Delia 
-; had ( 1) Della ( or Adella) , b. 1882, 
attended Barnard College, was a teacher, 
residing at White Stone, L. I.; (2) Ed­
ward Livingstone who was b. abt. 1895, 
m., and had a son Sean1ore born about 
1928 or thereabouts. 

(9) LlO. Fred; d. abt. 193-, in his 
seventies. 

(10) Lll. Addison; b. abt. 185-, d. 
192-; m. Lucy --; no children; was a 
contractor; lived in Phila. 

JJ!l-The Blind Carlls 

Ml. Fred Carll (LIO) lived alone in 
New York City; did not 1narry; got about 
the city by himself, and in his old age 
traveled about by himself "to see" the old 
ho1nes of relatives he had known, also took 

• 
an airplane ride "to see" what it was like. 
He said he lived in comfort except when 
his sister Marianna came over from 
Brooklyn and "righted" his room for him, 
after which, it took him some time to get 
his bearings again. 

M2. Ianthe Carll ( L6) lived with her 
sister Marianna in Brooklyn until the lat­
ter's death. Though enjoying modestly 
independent means, she spent her last 
days in a home for the blind rather than 
become what she called "a burden," as she 
believed she would be, upon relatives or 
friends. 

M3. Lewis Buffett Carll (L3) was 
known as "The Blind Mathematician." 
Though sightless fron1 birth he graduated 
from Columbia College, standing second 
only to his friend and classn1ate Seth 
Low, who later was a mayor of New York. 
The first blind person successfully to com­
plete a full college course, he thereby af­
forded encouragement and incentive to 
others similarly afflicted~ to follow in his 
steps. 

He was born in Flushing, L. I., in 1844. 
When about 10 years old he began attend­
ing the New York Institution for the 
Blind. In 1866 he entered Columbia Col­
lege, where he received his A. B. degree, 
1870, and in 1873 the degree of A. M. 

Mr. Carll became best known for his 
book A Treatise on the Calculus of Varia­
tions, containing over 550 pages, pub­
lished (by John Wiley & Son) in 1881, 
after long preparation and prodigious 
study and research. Shortly before the 
appearance of this work an article came 
out in Harper's JVeeklyrn entitled "Labor 
Omnia Vincit" from which the following 
is taken: 

In college "He took at once a good rank 
in scholarship, which constantly improved, 
till at the close of his four years' course 
he was adjudged worthy of delivering the 
Latin salutatory at commencement, the 
second honor in his class. He conquered 
his position by the most assiduous labor-
{ preparing )-upon card-board~ in raised 
letters and diagrams, the text of the 
every-day ]essons in classics and the 
necessary n1athematical figures, such 
preparation often costing him three hours' 
labor for one lesson." (Note. It is known 
also that he possessed a phenomenal mem­
ory and was able, without written record, 
to assimilate much that was read to him 
by a classmate who rendered that ser­
vice). 

Continuing from Harper's Weekly: "­
His mind was eager and incisive, and his 
recitations becan1e n1odels of clearness 
and accuracy. - His unflagging spirit 
never rested till all difficulties had been 
overcome and he was master of the sub­
ject." 

At his home in Flushing he continued 
his mathematical work, and soon had oc­
casion to solve a problem that required 
knowledge of the calculus of variations. 
He found that very little had been pub­
lished in English upon this abstruse sub­
ject, and that whatever there was, wheth­
er in English, French, or German, was 
disseminated, uncorrelated, and incom­
plete. Thereupon he faced and overcame 
the difficulties of an extended and elborate 
research, "and thus, in physical darkness, 
but in the clear light of his own mind" he 

rn Information by courtesy of Columbia Univer­
sity Columbiana. 



ABSTRACTS OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION APPLICATIONS 61 

produced what ''- is believed to be the 
only thorough, simple, and systematic 
treatise on the subject in the English, or, 
perhaps, in any other language." 

Mr .. Carll had in preparation a second 
volume which was to have developed the 
subject still farther, but this was never 
compl~ted. 

Another outline of the life and work of 

this remarkable man appeared as an 
illustrated feature article in the Duluth 
Evening Herald, January 4, 1908. 

Mr. Carll died of pneumonia on l\1arch 
22, 1918, at his home, then in Brooklyn. 
Grandson of two Walters sisters, Marga­
ret (E5) and Rachel (E6), in his veins 
ran the blood of all four of the families 
with which this paper is concerned. 

ABSTRACTS OF REVOL,UTIONARY WAR PENSION 
APPI.1ICATIONS•;-

(Continued from Volume XXXII, March, 1944, p. 32) 

CONGDON, JAMES. (S 21,712, R. I. ser­
vice & Agcy.; Cert. 27,023 issued Dec. 26, 
1831). 

This soldier a plied for pension July 8, 
1835, from Warwick, Kent Co., R. I. and 
declared that he was b. Nov. 23, 1753, at 
Exeter, Washington Co., R. I., where he 
resided 23 or more yrs.; then moved to 
West Greenwich and ren1ained until. 1823 
when he went to Warwick. 

He was drafted Dec. 1778 and served 1 
1110. under Capt. Jonathan Bates, Col. 
Dyer. He continued to serve about 20 
1110s. in short tours until 1776, under of­
ficers of R. I. troops: Capts. Jonathan 
Bates and Samuel Hopkins; Cols. Dyer 
and Nathaniel Brown. He was in the 
Generals Spencer & Sullivan expeditions. 

John Congdon, of Execter, R. I., age 76, 
July 1, 1833, declares that he is a bro. of 
James and they often served together in 
177n a~ privates under Capt. Jonathan 
Bates, Lieut. Stephen Whitman, Ens. 
Oliver Spink and also served as Sgt. etc. 

Olive,· Spink, of North Kingston, R. I., 
age aln1ost 78, June 4, 1833, declares that 
as Ens. of Capt. Jonathan Bates' Co. he 
well knew J a1nes Congdon, etc. 

James Congdon died July 7, 1838. 

COOK, ABRAHAM & ELrnABETH 
PENTER). (W 3,224 Conn., Pa. 

(CAR­
Agcy.; 

i·These abstracts have been continuously pub­
lished since Volume XVII, No. 1. March 1920 and 
make an important authoritative series. They are 
based wholly upon affidavits accepted by the U. S. 
~overnment and State authorities and are pub­
lished through the cooperatfon of the Nation!ll 
Archives, National Society, Daughters of the 
American Revolution & tht> National Genealogical 
Society. 

Attention is also directed tu the similar serit's 
of New Hamµshire Rev. War µension abstracts 
cuntrihuted by the late Mrs. Bell Menill Draµt•r· 
and Mrs. Marion Lang Driscoll which were puh­
lished in eai-lic•r volumes of the QUARTERLY. 

Cert. 30,914 issued Dec. 2, 1836 at $20.00 
per an. from March 4, 1831). 

This soldier applied Apr. 25, 1836, from 
Spring Garden District, Philadelphia Co., 
Pa., declaring that he was b. June 1, 1754; 
entered the Rev. army at Branford, Conn., 
under Capt. Samuel Barker and served 6 
or 8 mos.; marched to Ticonderoga under 
Gen. Montgon1ery where he worked flat 
botton1ed boats and gondolas. Marching 
to Fort St. John they were attacked by 
Indians and he was slightly wounded and 
son1e 20 soldiers were killed. He describes 
how he aln1ost died, but finally recovered 
and rejoined the arn1y after having been 
left behind with water and provisions. 

He next enlisted in a Co. from New 
Haven and served 6 or 8 mos. under Capt. 
Livingston; n1arched to Boston and as­
sisted in building works upon Dorchester 
Hills, etc. After the British were driven 
out of Boston, in Apr. 1776, Gen. Sulli­
van's Regt. took possession, etc. He was 
also in the battles of Long Island, near 
Greenbush, Flatbush, etc. 

Apr. 25, 1836, Jan1es Page, P. M., Phila., 
Pa., states that Abraham Cook has for 
n1any years been a letter carrier in that 
P. 0. and has been assisted by his son 1n 
discharging the active duties. 

Abraham Cook died Dec. 3, 1843. 
Elizabeth Cook applied fron1 Philadel­

phia, Pa., Feb. 24, 1844, age 79, declaring 
that she is the widow of Abraha1n Cook. 
Certificate filed shows that "Abrahan1 
Cook of Southwark, adjoining the city of 
Phila. and Elizabeth Carpenter of said 
city were 111arried Jan. 17, 1790." 

ll;/a.,tthe-w Butler, of North Brandford, 
New Haven Co., Conn., age 88, Sept. 30, 
1836. declares that he knew Abrahan1 
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Cook who was born and reared in Bran­
ford, Conn. and was apprenticed in the 
cooper's trade; they together enlisted and 
served in Capt. Doughlas's Co., June, 
1775, etc. 

Othniel Stent, of North Branford, Sept. 
28, 1836, declares as above and they to­
gether joined a Co. of volunteers after 
Lexington battle and together served 1 O 
days, etc. 

Apr. 26, 1836 Thomas F. Goodwin, let­
ter carrie1~ of Phila., states that he has 
known Abraham Cook for 30 yrs. and in 
20 yrs. of this time they served together 
in the P. 0., etc. ( Cert. 9,172 issued Apr. 
13, 1845 at $20.00 per an. from March 4, 
1831). 

CONE, REUBEN & ESTHER (HOWELL). 

(R 3,256, Conn. service, Cont.). 

Esther Edwards applied July 5, 1855, 
from South Hampton, Suffol1-.. Co., N. Y., 
declaring that she is the wid. of Reuben 
Cone who served in the 2d Regt. Conn. 
Light Dragoons from · May 10, 1777 to 
Jan. 1, 1781, in all 3 yrs. 7 mos. & 21 'ds. 
He lived in Chester, Conn., when he en­
tered the service. 

She m. said Cone at Sag Harbor, Suf­
folk Co., N. Y. August 1786; her maiden 
nan1e was Esther Howell, and Rev. 
Samuel Buell, East Hampton, performed 
the ceremony. 

Reuben Cone was lost at sea Apr. 6, 
1790 in a voyage from Sag Harbor to the 
West Indies in a vessel un<ler command of 
Capt. Beebe. 

She m. Frederic Edwards Oct. 9 180 ' 0, 
and the latter d. July 30, 1816. 

"Rejected for further proof." 

CARR, CALEB. ( S. 38,594. R. I. Lieut. 
and Capt. R. I. Agcy; cert. 18,362 issued 
13 Nov. 1821, Act 18 March 1818, at $20 
··ol"" mo ) !J-- .. . 

Soldier applied March 13; 1821, fron1 
Warren, Bristol Co., R. I., declaring that 
in Nov. 1775 he was a· Lieut. in Capt. 
Throop's Co. of Col. Win. Richmond's R. I. 
Regt. and was n1ade Capt. upon death of 
Capt. Throop; ~erved until the regiment 
was di8solved Dec. 1776. He wa~ in the 
hattle of Long Island. 

He died Apr. 3. 182L and his wife was 
then aged 64. 

Sa1nuel Hicks, of vVarren, Bristol Co., 
R. I., deposes that he served as Ord. Sgt. 
and Ens. in Capt. Caleb Carr's Co., Col. 
Wm. Richmond's Regt., Nov. 1775 to Nov. 
1776 and served in the same company 
with Capt. Carr until the regiment was 
disbanded late in 1776. 

"Ca1np at Newport, R. I., 10, 17.76" 

"Wee Hous names are under riten have 
Received our Wages to this Day of Capt. 
Caleb Carr." 

Hicks, Sa1nuel, Ensign. 
Bosworth, Sam. 
Bushee (?), James 
Carr, Philip. 
Church, Constant. 
Cleaver (?), .John. 
Cole, Gideon. 
Cole, Levi. 
Durfee, Walter. 
Estab-- John 
Glading, Joseph. 
Hathaway, Elisha. 
Hathaway, Gideon. 
Hathaway, Joseph. 
Hu1nphrey. Nathaniel. 
Humphrey, Nathill. 
.Jones (?), Enick. 
Low, Wilson. 
Lundey, John. 
Luther, Amos. 
Luther, David. 
Mansfield, David. 
Martin, Samuel. 
Maxfield, Daniel. 
l\filler, Caleb. 
More, John. 
Nor ( ?) , John. 
Norris, John. 
0 ( ? ) -, George. 
Pease, Thomas. 
Peck, Thomas. 
Pike, James. 
Read, W illian1. 
Reed, Gideon. 
Sep-, Joseph. 
Tripp, Consider. 
Turner, Joseph. 
Turner, Wheton. 
Wardwell, Daniel. 
Wai·dwell, William. 
West, Asa. 
West, Nathaniel. 
We::-;t, Nick. 
\,Vhite, Hoite. 
Wilson, Na than. 




