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PREFACE.

Brothers and Sisters, children of one family:

John and Elizabeth Titus Keese, onr ancestors, were mnoble
preople, not warriors, not religious zealots nor enthusiasts, but
T'riends, a peaceable people, bred and brought up in the society
where it was taught that ‘It is better to suffer wrong than to do
wrong.”’

To you this volume is dedicated. Aeccept it in love. I be-
lieve that it is correct, but not as full as 1 desired to have it,
but is the best that I could do, and I sincerely thank all who
have helped te malee it what it i

WILLIS T. KEESE,
Cardington, Ohio.



Death comes, life goes; the asking eye
And ear are answerless;

The grave is dumb, the hollow sky
Is sad with silentness.



Firerrace 1x Bowxnr Housk, LARGEST ox LONG ISLAND.
Frusumva, L. 1.






Introduction.

Friends who came into Long Island and made settlements at

‘Westbury, Jerico, Flushing and other places. Among those
who came was a young man named John Keese. He came to
Ilushing some 200 years ago. There he made the acquaintance
of a young woman (Friend) by the name of Mary Bowne. They
were married about 1722, She was born in 1698, was the daugh-
ter of Samuel and Mary Bowne and granddaughter of John and
Hannah Bowne, who built the honse kmown as the Mansion
I{ouse in those days, a picture of which graces the front page of
this book. It was built in 1661 and is still standing, and is own-
ed by lineal descendants of the Bowue family, I am told.

This historic building, with its quaint garb and furnishings,
is shown to the publi¢ for the benefit of the Flushing Hospital.
The cane is also shown here with which our venerable ancestor
John Bowne onece killed a bear that attacked him in the woods.

In this house John and Mary Keese lived and here a son was
born and named John Keese, who in this book will be designat-
c¢d as John Keese II. Wlhen he was ¢grown to manhood he went
to Jerusalem, aunother settlement of Friends. There he married
Tllizabeth Titus in the year 1749 and they settled at Ninepart-
ners, Dutchess county, New York.

There were eleven children born to this union, ten of whom
grew to manhood and womanhood and married, and a number of
them raised large families. There was no ‘‘race suicide’’ with
them, but some of their descendants have failed in this respect
in later years.

About 1790 this family migrated northward and settled in
Clinton and Essex counties near Liake Champlain not far from
where Keeseville now stands. A graphic description of this set-
tlement, written by 8. K. Smith, is given in full and will be of
interest to many, 1 trust.

3] N the early settlements of New York there were many



Thomas Bowne.

Thomas Bowne was born and baptized in England in 1595.
His son John Bowne was born and baptized at Matlock in Der-
hyshire, Engiand, 3rd month, 1627.

Thomas Bowue came to America in 1649 with his son and
family except one daughter. He died in Flushing, Long Island,
in 1650. John Bowne returned to Xngland but ecawme back in
1651, landing at Boston. The family soon after removed to
Flushing and settled there. Gn the 7th of 5th month, 1656,
John Bowne and Iannah Feke were married at Flushing. They
were among the first who embraced the principle of Iriends in
this country, for which they snffered much under the Dutch gov-
ernment. 1ie having been sent a prisoner to Holland, was releas-
ed after a time with an order to the provincial government not to
molest peaceable citizens. He built a house at Flushing in 1661
in which they gave room to Friends to hold their monthly, quar-
ferly and yearly meetings for many years. Thése peaceable
meetings being held in his house incensed the populace against
bim, but his quiet perseverance and peaceful submission won the
vietory after mueh suffering. In 1676 he joined his wife in Eng-
land, accompanied her in her religious service until 12th month,
1677, when she died in Liondon.

His testimony councerning her given at her funeral at the
Peet Meeting was remarkable for .its tenderness and  beauty.
This was her second religious visit to England; she had made
one to Holland also. In the Flushing Records are found the fol-
lowing minutes: ‘

““John Bowne died at Flushing, Long Island, the 20th of
10th month, 1695, and was buried the 23rd, being about 68 years
of age.  He did freely expose himsel?, his house and his estate
to the service of truth, and had a constant meeting at his house
near about 40 years.”’

The house ig still standing, an historic monument of Flush-
ing, and has been owned to the present time by his lineal de-
scendants. It is now shown by permit to those wishing to see it
in its old garb and with its old {urniture.



Keese Family History.

The following record of the family was copied from a writing
on the fly-leaf of Aunt Haunah’s Bible, written there by my
grandfather, John Keese I1I. I have learned that the Bible has
since been destroyed by fire near Bryant, Indiana:

“John Keese (I) married Mary Bowne of Flushing, Long
Island, New York.

“John Keese (1I) married Elizabeth Titus, of Westberry, L. 1.

“Johm Keese (LII), born Gth month, 27th, 1773, at Nine-
partners, Dutchess county, New York. In 1790 1 went with my
parents to the north part of the state, Clinton county. The first
part of the year 1800 was marriecd to Hannah Rogers, daughter
of Stephen and Lydia Rogers, of Vermont.”’

CHILDREN OF JOHN KEESE (1II).

“Stephen R. Keese, born 8th month, 30th, 1801; married
Sarah Gove and had thirteen children, eleven of whom lived to
manhood and womanhood.

“Lydia R. Keese, born 8tk month, 12th, 1802; married Lu-
mas Cook, had two children, Samuel and Mary J.

“Titus Keese, born 10th month, 18th, 1805; married Martha
Mitehner and had four daughters.

““Silva, Keese, born dth month, 20th, 1808, died 1ith month,
23rd, 1808.

‘“Elizabeth Xeese, born 9th ionth, 26th, 1810; married Otis
Dillingham; had four children; resided in Washington Co., N. Y.

“IMTannah Keese, born 9th month, 26th, 1812; married Chas.
Conlin; had one child, died in infanecy.”’

Note by the author—The mother of these children, Hannah
(Rogers) Keese, died near the first of the third month, 1813,
about 30 or 31 years old. Soon after this John Keese moved to
central Ohio, and by untiring industry he soon secured a home.
In 1815 he married a second wife, Sarah Benedict; of this mar-
riage there were six children, all of them passing to spirit life
while their father still lived except Richard, who married and
had five children, four of whom are still living. Richard Keese
died 8th month, 11th, 1874, and their father, John Keese, died
dnd month, 12th, 1860, aged 87 years, 7 months and 16 days. An
account of his death is given on another page.
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AN ACCOUNT OI* MY ANCESTORS FARTHER BACK,

The following was written in the Bible previously mention-
ed by John Keese in the year 1851, and copied from that book
by his grandson, W. T. Keese, in the year 1881:

My grandmother, Mary Keese, was the daughter of Samuel
Bowne. The Mansion Ilouse (as it is now called and it is a good
house) stands at the east end of Flushing, Long Island, and has
stood about 190 years. (It was erected in 1661.) It was the
place of their residence, inherited from his parents, John and
Hannah Bowne. They built the house in part ifor a meeting
house, also for the convenience of the family in entertaining
I'riends that came from a distance to meeting, and meetings were
held in it for 40 vears, and I think it has ever been & house of
entertainment for ¥riends in the honor of the same name.

“But he, John Bowne, was persecuted by the Dutch, fined,
imprisoned, and finally banished, sent to Holland for allowing
Friends to hold meetings in his house. There his sentence was
reversed and he was set at liberty. Hannah, his wife, became a
minister and traveled much in America and twice crossed the
ocean to Europe, where she labored extensively in Engiand, Ire-
land and other parts of the Continent, and when all was accom-
plished that seemed to be required of her, she returned to London
in peace and quietly resigned her breath, there among her friends
who much lamented her loss, particularly her husband, who had
accompanied her and took part in her labors in the latter part
of her journey.

““Their son, Samunel Bowne, was glso a minister and by some
it seemed to he thought that his wife, Mary’s equal was not to
be found in America. I think she came over with William
Penn. '

‘It appears from different accounts that many of my ances-
tors for four or five generations back were accounted of as
among the worthys of that day in our society, but how is it now
with us their descendants, how does the word or cause fare with
us or many of us? As with the seed that fell by the wayside or
on stony ground or among thorns.”’

: JOHN KEESE,
Cardington, Ohio, 1851.
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Family of John and Elizabeth (Titus) Keese.
(THE SECOND JOHN KEESE.)

The second Jdobn Keese was born in 1729 and was married
in 1749 to Elizabeth Titus of Westherry, L. 1. They subse-
quently removed to Ninepartners, Dutchess Co., N. Y.

Elizabeth Titus was born in 1729, 8th month, 16th day.

CHILDREN. :

Sarah Keese, born 11th month, 21st day, 1750, married Jo-
seph Thorn. :

Phebe Keese, born 11th month, 11th day, 1753, murried to
James Titus. '

Samuel Keese, born Tth wmonth, 4th day, 1756, married Sa-
rah Franklin. .

- Stephen- Keese, born 3rd month, 28th day, 1759, married
Ruth Hall.

Richard Keese, born 7th month, 7th day, 1761, married
Anna Hallock. ,

William Keese, born 9th month, 13th day, 1763, married
Paumilia Allen and Jemima Bunker.

John Keese, horn 5th month, 22nd day, 1765, died while
young.

Elizabeth Keese, born 10th month, 16th day, 1768, married
Henry Green. ' ‘

Mary Keese, born 12th month, 27th day, 1770, married
Peter Hallock. ,

John Keese (III), born 6th month, 27th day, 1773, married
Hannah Rogers and Sarah Benedict.

Oliver Keese, born 9th month, 21st day, 1775, married
Paulina Liapham,

Sarah, Stephen, John and Oliver were living in i844. John
only in 1851. (Signed) John Keese, Cardington, Ohio, 1851.

Note—This record was furnished by Lenore Keese Bannis-
ter, 400 Douglass St., Pasadena, California.

Titus Family.

An extract of an account of the family of Titus, in the
possession of Thomas Willis of Jerico, Tiong Island, N. Y.:

Edmond and Martha Titus are the parents of all of that
name who are settled at or about Westberry, L. I Their de-
scendants are now much scattered. Edmond Titus was born
in England about the year 1630; he came with lis brothers when
young into New England, and when grown to the state of man-
hood came to Leng Island, and after a few years setiled at
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Westberry. Both were convinced of the principles of the
people called Quakers, in the fore part of their time, and liv-
ing in a strict and circumspect manner, were pious examples fo
their children and others.

"They lived to an advanced age and their close appears to
have been peaceinl and happy. Ten of their children grew up,
were married and all lived within twenty miles of one another
and were all living when the- youngest was sixty years old.
Several of them hecame far advanced in age, and all lived and
died in the faith their Godly parents had instrucied them in.

The oldest som, Samuel, married Elizabeth Powel of Beth-
page and had three children, Pheba, Martha and Samtel. Sam-
uel married Mary dJackson of Jerusalem, had seven children,
all lived and married and had several children. Five of Sawm-
nel’s and Mary’s children lived to advanced age. James was
near 100 years old. LElizabeth, their eldest daughter, married
John Keese, son of John and Mary Keese, of Flushing, I. I.

FIRST CHILD.

SARAH KBESE, who was born 11th month, 21st, 1750,
married Joseph Thorn of Dutchess Co., N. Y. A list of their
descendants follows:

The first son, Stephen Thorn, had one son—Joseph, who
died leaving one daughter-—and also three dangliters—Ann K.
Thorn, Cynthia Dener, who had five children, and Xlizabeth
Smith, who had three daughters.

The first daughter, Martha Wheeler, died leaving six [liv-
ing children and had one son dead who left three children. The
six children were: Phebe Jerome, seven  children;. Alonzo
Wheeler, three children; Pomelia Murphy, one child; Mary
Handell, two children; William. Wheeler; Alexander Wheeler,
Stephen, Thorn, and Thomas.

The second son, Joseph Thorn, had three children: HEdgar
Thorn, six children; Sydmon Thorn, one child; Mary Knapp,
four children.

The seeond daughter, Phebe Allen, died leaving four chil-
dren: Mary Howland, one child; Salley Ann Allen; Joseph
T. Allen, one child; Richard Allen, three children.

The third son, John Thorn, died leaving six children: Alan-
son Thorn, five children; Marie Northup, nine children; Cath-
erine Sockett, eight children; Susan Gurnsey, four children;
Sarah Hawkins, one child; Mary E. Thorn.

Third daughter, Aun Barnes, four children: Catherine
Sleight, four children; Elizabeth Wheeler; Josephine Barnes;
David Barnes, jr.



KEESE FAMILY HISTORY. 13

Fourth daughter, Mary Angell, eight children: Augustus
Angell, two children; Sarah, Emma, Martha, Stephen, William,
Henry, and Ephrain Jun Angell.

Fifth daughter, Elizabeth Ham, four children: Conrad
Ham, Joseph Ham, Elizabeth and Sarah Ham. Five children liv-
ing. Forty grandchildren. Seventy-four great grandehildren.
(An old record copied by Lenore Keese Banneslel)

SECOND CHILD.

PHEBE KEESE, born 11th month, 11th, 1753, married
James Titus. They had four children, Elizabeth, Samuel, John
and Stephen Titus. Their families are as follows:

Elizabeth Titus married James Borland. Their children:
Andrew Borland, Phebe Keese Borland, James Titus DBorland,
John, Walter, and Elizabeth Rorland.

Samuel Titus married Charlotte Briges. Their children:
Delano B., James, Rnth, Walter. Phebe Celma, Martha, Eliza-
beth, Mary Ann, Charlotte Jane, and Samuel Titus.

John Titus married Phebe Sweet. Their children: Eliza
Delia, Amanda, John Aufrustub James Mott, and Phebe Ann Ti-
tus.

Stephen Titus, born 5th month, 29th, 1778, married Phehe
Hare Marsh in the year 1813, died 2nd month, 23rd, 1846. Their
children: Catherine Jane Titus, Mary Ann Titns, James Hawm-
iton Titus, born 10th, 29, 1815, died 9th; 15, 1841, married Ma-
ria Carpenter. Their son, K. 8. G. Titus, Bur. Ent., Dept. Ag,
‘Washington, D. C. Phebe Marsh Titus.

James Barland’s child, Pliebe K. Barland, married Benja-
min Holmes. Their ehﬂdren Eliza R., Chat‘lotte A. Holmes

James Titns Barland married Cordeha Waggoner.

John Barland married Maria Lee.

Walter Barland wmarried Chloe Snow.

Elizabeth Barland married John Jones. Their childrern:
Maria Jones, John B. Jones, Elizabeth B. Jones.

THIRD CHILD.

SAMUEL KTESE, born 7th month, 4th day, 1756. Mar-
ried Sarah Franklin, a relative of Benjamin Franklin. Had ftwo
children,

Posterity of Stephen and Ruth Keese to 1844.

FOURTH CHILD. :

STEPHEN KEESE, born 3rd month, 28th, 1759, married
.Ruth Hull, born 1763, died 1813. Their children: John H.
Keese, born 1782, died 1841; Elizabeth Keese, born 1783; Sa-



14 KEESE FAMILY HISTORY.

rah Keese, born 1785; Tidsmon Keese, died when - nine months
old; Ruth Keese, born 1789; Samuel Keese, born 1793; Phebe
Keese, born 1796; Mary Keese, born 1798; Anna Keese, born
1801; Pamelia Keecse, born 1805,

John H. Keese married Mary Smith in 1805,  Their chil-
dren: Franklin Keese; Deborah S. Keese, born 1812; Hull
Keese, born 1814, died at two months; Stephen S. Keese, born
1818; Ruth . Keese, born 1820; Charles W. H. Keese, born in
1822, ‘

Elizabeth Keese married DBenjamin Smith in 1803,  Their
children:  Mary Smith, born 1804; Stephen K. Smith, born
1806, died 1894; Ruth Swith, born 1808; Abigail Smith, born
1810, died when 18 years old; Phebe Smith, born 1811; Sarah
H. Smith, born 1812, died 1820; Samuel T. Smith, born 1814,
died 1824; Thomas Smith, born 1819; EKliza T. Smith, born 1820;
Hannah Smith, born 1822; Benjamin Franklin Smith, born 1824,
died 1894.

Ruth Keese married Arden Barker in 1810, Their children:
Sarah and Eliza Barker both died in infancy; John II. was
horn in 1814; Hannah T., born 1817, died 1825; Phebe Barker
died at 2 years of age; Stephen Barker; Pamelia, who died in
infancy, and Jane Barker, born in 1822,

Sarah Keese, Lorn in 1783, married James Wogers in 1814.
Their children and the- dates of ‘their birth are as follows:
Deborah, 1815; llenry H., 1817; Mary, 1819; Sumuel K., 1821;
James W., 1823: and Sarah Ann Rogers, 1829,

Samuel Keese was married in 1815 to Hannah Rogers of
Xlarshfield, Mass.,, who was born in 1794, They had two chil-
dren, Stephen, who died at the age of 2, and John Keese, born
in 1819. _ ,

Phebe Keese was marvied in 1824 to Charles Cromwell
and they were the parents of Samuel, William,  Phebe Aumn,
John, and Charles C. Cromwell.

Mary Keese married Danic Merrit in 1824 and became the
mother of Titus Merrit, born in 1827, Anna Mareca Merrit, Hen-
ry Merrit, Franklin Merrit, Phebe F. Merrit, born 5th month,
15th, 1834; Elizabeth and Nehemiah Merrit.

Anna Keese was united in marriage in 1824 with James
Brown, and to this union five children were horn: Mary, Ste-
phen, Isaac, James, and Abigail Brown.

Pamelia Keese was married in 1824 to Sylvenus Brown
and gave birth to Sylvenus Brown, who had .five children, . Iid-
win, Samuel, Hannah, and Sarah Ann- Brown, the latter having
four children. )
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Grandchildren of Stephen and Ruth Keese.

Deborah 8. Keese married Abraham Orvis and they were
the parents of Imma Ruth Orvis, born 1840; Franklin K., born
1842, and Edwin Howe Orvis, born 1844.

Stephen Wing married Rute Wing, John Wing, Samuel,
ry Wing, Charles Wing, Georgh Smith. Their children: Ilen-
who died at 2 years, and Phebe Flizabeth Wing. ,

Stephen K. Swnith married Jane Keese in 1839.  Their chil-
dren: Juliet Smith, born 1844: Samuel Smith, born 1846; Ol-
iver Smith, born 1849; Pauline Elizabeth Smith, born 1850, and
Burret Smlth born 1852.

Thomas I. Townsend married Eliza T Smith in 1842, Their
children: FEugene Townsend, Ilelen Mary Townsend, Thomas
Townsend, Martha Lonise Townsend and Marshall Townsend,
who was born in 1832,

John I. Tuller married Dsborah Rogers and they had one
child, Sarah Abby Tuller.

Zaccheus Wing married Mary Rogers. They had two chil-
dren, James Henry and Ksther Wing.

John H. Barker married Eliza D. Barker. Their children:
Hannah T. Caleb, Margaret Jane, and Ruth Barker.

Nathan Lapham married Jane Barker. Their children: Ar-
den B. Lapham, Ruth, Edwin, Joseph, and Catherine Laphan,
who was born in 1855.

John Keese married Jemima Harght, who died after lbe-
coming the mother of Jacob W. Keese, who died in infancy,
and Eliza Hannah Keese.

Stephen Keese marrvied Iarviet in 1844, and they
were the parents of Charles Edwin, born 1846, died 1850; Ma-
ry H., born 1849; Louise Ruth, born 1850; Augusta, born 1851;
Clark, born 1854; Ruth M., born 1858; and William Keesc, who
was born in 18¢1. '

Wilson Brown married Ruth H. Keese. ~ Died in  1855.
Their children: Charles Brown, William Brown.

Charles Keese died in Maine unmarried.

FIFTH CHILD. :

RICHARD KEESE, who was born Tth month, Tth, 1761, and
who died 6th month, 27th, 1821, married Anna Hallocic—who was
born 8th month, 1ith, 1768—in the vear 1784. Their children:
Ruth Keese was born 3rd month, 21st, 1785; William, born 9th,

25th, 1786: Mary, born 9th, 13th, 1788 dled 1810; Anna, born
llth 1st, 1790, died 1833; hhmbeth born 1Ztn 29th,  1792;
lumhard born llfh 23rd, 11)4 Ohve1 born 'Sth, 27th, 1796;
Peter, _born 5th, .mnd 1798 died 1875; Hannab, bLorn Sth, 1st,
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1800; Guli Elma, born Tth, 1st, 1802; Persis, born 9th, 1st, 1804,
died 5th, 21st, 1825.

Ruth Keese married Timothy Earl of Massachusetts in the
year 1806, 1st month. Their children: Anna K. Earl, born in
1806; Richard K., born 1809; Edward, born 1811; Perses, born
1813, died 1820; Sarah, born 1816, died 1831;and Mary B., born
in 1819. Timothy Earl died 3rd month, 23rd, 1819.

Ruth Barl, his widow married his brother, Henry Earl, in
the year 1821.  Their children: DLydia Earl, born 1822; Timo-
thy and Thomas, born in 1823; and Oliver K., born in 1824

William Keese married Lydia Hoag 1st, 2nd, 1812. Their
children: Robert B. Keese, born 9th month, 13th, 1812; Ander-
son, born 2nd, 11th, 1815; Mary B., born 9th, 19th, 1817; Anna
G., born 10th, 26th, 1821; Elizabeth E., born 3rd, 30th, 1823;
Liydia, born 1st, 11th, 1827, died 5th month, 1830; Persis, born
Gth month, 18th, 1829, died 11th, 21st, 1830; William R., born
- 10th, Hth, 1831, died 6th, 11th, 1832. ILiydia, wife of William
Keese, died 12th month, 7th, 1831. He married Hannah Earl of
Lieicester, Mass.,, 6th month, 13th, 1833.

~ Mary Keese married William Bowron 1st month, 1st, 1807.
Their child, Joseph Bowron, was born 4th month, 1st, 1810. Ma-
ry, wife of William Bowron, died 6th month, 12th, 1810. _

Anna Keese married Joseph Lopham of -Danby, Vermont,
8&h month, 3rd, 1806. Their children:  Eliza Lopham, born
3rd month, 29th, 1810; Richard A., born 11th month, 22nd, 1815:
Cynthia A., born 7th, 28th, 1818; George, the date of whose
birth is unnoted: Nathan, born 10th month, 24th, 1820; Oliver
K., born 4th month, Ist, 1823. Anna, wife of Joseph Lopham,
died 10th month, 24th, 1833,

Elizabeth Keese married George Irish  10th month, 4th,
1821. Their children: Abigail Trish, born 5th month, 18th,
1822; Hannah, born 12th, 7th, 1823; Presis K., born 5th, 11th,
1825; (eorge, born 8th, 30th, 1527; Richard K., born 5th, 3rd,
1829; Guli Elma, born 12th, 16th, 1830; Henry, horn 8th, 29th,
1832; Oliver, born 5th, 20th, 1835. ‘

Richard Keese married Lydia Hurvlbut of Vermont, 9th mo.,
17th, 1817. Their children: Gulia A. Keese, born 1st mo., 13th,
1820 ; Phebe H., born 2nd, 21st, 1823; Richard, born 11th, 18th,
1825, died 10th, 25th, 1826; Richard Henry, born Tth, 12th,
1827; James, born 6th, 10th, 1829; Lydia, born 10th, 8th, 1832,
died 10th, 29th, 1836; Hurlbut, born 3th, 27th, 1835; Ellen Ma-
ry, born 11th, 20th, 1838, died 7th, 23rd, 1841.

Oliver Keese married Mary 8. Fisk of Keeseville 7th month,
10th, 1823, Their children: Mary P. Keese, born 11th month,
11th, 1825, died 1898; Oliver, born Tth, 9th, 1830, died 1883; An-
na, born 2nd, 28th, 1832, died 8th, 27th, 1832; Josiah Fisk, born
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11th, 8th, 1836; Phebe L., born -srd, 29th, 1839; HXlizabeth F.,
born 9th, 14th, 1841, died 1st, 17th, 1843.

Peter Keese married Mary D. Thorn of Dutchess county in
the year 1826. Their children: Samuel T. Keese, born 12th,
29rd, 1827, died 1890; Phebe Amni, born 12th, 30th, 1830, died 8th
mo. 27th, 1831; Richard, born T7th, 14th, 1833; Mary D., born
Tth, 23rd, 1835, died 1861,

Mary D., wife of Peter Keecse, died 8th month, 10th, 1835.
He afterwards married Melinda A. Ferris in 1838, Their chil-
dren: Julia Anna, born 1847, and Sidmon, born 1848.

Descendants of Peter Keese,
3orn 5th month, 22nd, 1798.

Samuel T. Keese, born 12th month, 23rd, 1827, married Caro-
line Merrit of Poughkeepsie. Their children, Mary T. and Wil-
liam Keese, died.

Caroline Keese, wife of Samnel Keese, died in 1865, he mar-
ried Phebe Merrit of Brooklyn. Their children were born as fol-
lows: Zayde B. Keese, 1866; Herman, 1867; Grace W., 1869;
Louise W., 1870; George M., 1872.

Richard P. Keese married Anna Hawxhurst of Rahway, N.
d., in 1867. Their children: Percy Keese, born 1368 ; Pauline S.,
born 1870; Frank H., born 1874.

Sidmon T. Keese, son of Peter and Malinda Ferris (his sec-
ond wife) was born 10th month, 18th, 1880, married Mary An-
derson in 1865. They had a son, Sidmon T. Keese, born 18686.

Julia 8 Keese married William Roden Duff of Costa Rica,
in 1874, 'Their child, Agnes Duff, was born in 1875. Williamn
Roden Duff died in 1875 and Julia, his wife, married William La-
matum Dnff of Memphis, Tenn., in 1880. Their child, Lee Cal-
boun Duff, was horn in 1881. .

Hannah Keese married Elias A. Huelburt of Vermont 11th
month, 28th, 1822, Their childven: Mary, born 5th, 10th, 1825;
Nathan, born 5th, 12th, 1827; Richard K., born 7th, 5th, 1829,
died 9th, 13th, 1832; Helen K., born 9th, 4th, 1831; Elias Neil-
son, born 6th, 7th, 1834, died 8th, 1st, 1835; Elias A., born 2nd,
24th, 1837; Anna K., born 4th, 12th, 1840; Cynthia, born 6th,
2nd, 1843. '

Guli Elma Keese married Silas Arnold of Peru in the year
1823. Their children: FElisha Arnold, born 9th, 15th, 1825,
married Charlotte Mcliean; Mary Ann Arnold, born 12th, 24th,
1832, married Winston Watson,
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Marriages of the Grandchildren.

Anna K. Harl married Samuel . Colton of Worchester,
Mass., in 1830 and died in the spring of 1842, leaving no chil-
dren, having buried one aged 7 days.

Edward Karl married Ann Buffum of Rhode Island 1st mo,,
10th, 1835, Their child, Ann B. HKarl, was born in 1837.

Mary B. Earl married Jonathan L. Slocum of Providence,
R. 1., 9th month, 1840. Their child, Edward E. Slocum, was
born in 18411,

Robert E. Keese married Sarah H. Burton of Dutchess Coun-
ty, 4th month, 27th, 1836. Their children: Lydia ¥. Keese, born
3rd, 21st, 1837; Caleb B., boru 9th, 8th, 1839, died 3rd, 5th,
1840: Emma, born in 1847.

Anderson Keese married Alma E. Hallock of Krie, Pa., 11th
month, 5th, 1843, .

Mary B. Keese married Jonathan Battey of Starksboro, Vt.,
Ist month, 1st, 1839.

Eliza Lapham married Caleb D. Burton 1830, died 1840.

Richard A. Lapham married Margaret Hoyle in 1843. Their
child, Anna Elizabeth Lapham, was born 4th, 1st, 1844.

Cynthia A, Liapham married Horatio Nelson FPeabody. They
had a son, George James Peabody.

Natharr Lapham married Jane R. Barker.

Julia A. Keese marrvied John P. Nelson of New Orleans, La.,
9th month, 5th, 1839, died 5th month, 23¢d, 1841, Their child,
Julia K. Nelson, was born Tth month, 10th, 1840.

Phebe H. Keese married Joseph R. Barnum Sth, 18th, 1845,

Descendants of Oliver Keese,
Born &h month, 27th, 1796.

Mary P. Keese, born 11th month, 11th, 1825, married Wal-
ter Doty of Northumberland, N. Y., Their children: Mary So-
phia, T. K., Lorraine K., and Jolin Doty.

Oliver Keese, born 7th month, 9th, 1830, married Jane Field
of Keeseville in 1853. Their children: Oliver Keese, horn in
1854, died 1878; Jennie, born in 1855, died in 1864; Susan, born
in 1858, died in 1860; William K. born in 1861, died in 1864;
George P. Keese, born in 1867, married and had one son, Oliver,
who lives in California; Louise M. Keese, born in 1872, married
William Barker and had one daughter, Dorothy, 1904,

Phebe Lorraine Keese mairvied Robert Trivett of Pough-
keepsie, N. Y. Their children: Myra J. Trivett, Dborn Ist
month, 23rd, 1865, married Robert Barley, had one child; Mary
I.. Trivett, born 4th month, 1866, died Tth month, 11th, 1866
Tsabel Trivett, born 5th month, 1867, died 8th month, 11th, 1867,
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Descendants of Hannah Keese,
Who Married Elias Hurlbert.

Mary Hurlbert married I. M. Ames Aug. 27th, 1845. Their
children: Charles Frederick Awmes, born 1846, died 1852; Har-
riet Ames, born 1849; Elias Hurlbert, born 1851; Samuel, born
1854,

Nathan Hurlbert married Amnnie Reichum in 1859, had one
child who died in infancy.

Helen IHurlbert married IHenry E. Smith in 1856. Their chil-
dren: Gertrude Mauneng, born 1858, Alice Earl born 1860, An-
na Brewster 1862, Hattie born 1862, Iloward born 1867, Freder-
ick born 1870. .

Elias Hurlbert married Mary L. Smith. Their two children,
Florence Hurlbert and Baby Hurlbert, died in infaney.

Annpa Tlurlbert married Howard Brewster in February, 1876.
Their child, Henry, died young.

Marriages of the Grandchildren
Of Silas and Hannah Iluribert. '

Hattie Ames married R. D. Boughton, Jr., in 1876.  Their
child, Helen Mary, was born in 1881.

Elias . D. Ames married Eleanor Bushnell in 1876, Their
children: Joseph Bushnell, 187&; Frederick W., born 1880, died
1887; Samuel, born 1882,

SIXTH CHILD.

WILLIAM KEESE, born 9th month, 13th, 1763, died 11th
month, 23rd, 1834. Married Pumelia Allen, born 2nd month,
23rd, 1769. Their children:

Bunice Keese, born 2nd montk, 9th, 1797, married Jonathan
Macomber in the year 1822. Their children: Richard Macomb-
er, born 10th, 2nd, 1824; William, born 2nd, 26th, 1826; Willits,
born 8th, 13th, 1827; Pamelia, Hannah, Matilda, John, and Mar-
garet Macomber.

Kegiah Keese, horn 5th month, 5th, 1800, died 11th month, 10ih,
1864, married Nathauniel Iaunson in the year 1840. Their child,
Caroline IJanson, was born 4th month, 8th, 1843.

The wife of William Keese died and in the year 1810 he
married Jemima Bunker, born 11th month, 22nd, 1778, died 4th
month, 16, 1844.  Their children:

Gulia Keese, born 4th month, 25th, 1810, died 11 month, Tth,
1830. Married Henry Rogers. :

Elizabeth Ann Keese, born 3rd month, 26th, 1812, married Wil-
liam Shepherd of Saratoga in 1838, Their child, Caleh William
Shepherd, was horn In 1841
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Willits Keese, born 11th month, 26th, 1813, died 2nd month, 1st,
1888, married Caroline Barker in 1835. Their children: Guliel-
ma Keese, born 1836; Caroline, horn 1838; Rebecca B., born in
1840; William B. Keese, born 1845. ‘

Pamelia Keese, born 9th month, 6th, 1817, died 3rd month,
18th, 1898, not married.

Catherine Keese died in eleven months.

William Keese, born 12th month, 18th, 1819,

Jemima Keese, horn 12th, month, 30th, 1823, not married.

SEVENTH CHILD.
- JOHN KEHEESE, died while young.
EIGHTH CHILD.

ELIZABETII KEESE, born 9th month, 16th, 1768, daughter
of John and Elizabeth Keese of Long Island, married Henry
Green of Peru in 1788, died 12th month, 2nd, 1801. Their
children :

Mary Green, born 2und, 1st, 1789, died 1801,

Phebe Green, born 6th, Ist, 1791,

Jane Green, born 3rd, 27th, 1792.

John Green, born 1st, 18th, 1798.

Stephen Green, born 1st, 14th, 1797, died 9th, 27th, 1822,
Sarah Green, born 1st, Hth, 1799, died 2nd, 2nd, 1819.
Calif Green, born 12th month, 11th, 1800.

Jane Green married Samuel Peasley in the year 1813. Their

children: Henry Peasley, born Tth, Tth, 1814; Jane M. Peasley,
born 12th, 15th, 1816, died 3rd. 24th, 1824; John Teasley, born
12th month, 13th, 1816, died 7th, 8th, 1820; Enoch Peasley, born
3rd, 15th, 1821. Jane Peasley, wife of Samuel Peasley, died 6th
month, 26th, 1822.
* John Green married Sarah Hayworth in 1821. Their chil-
dren: George Green, born 6th month, 10th, 1819; Jane Green,
born 9th month, 20th, 1822. Elizabeth Green, born 1st month,
25th, 1825; Henry Green, born 2nd month, 8th, 1827, died 12th
month, 29th, 1827; Richard Green, born 12th, 3rd, 1828; Mary
Green, born 3rd, 12th, 1833; Margaret Green, born 2nd, 22nd,
1834.; John Green, Jr., born 3rd, 17th, 1837; Sarah Fllen Green,
born 1st month, 2nd, 1839. '

Phebe Green married Jacob Bowron and was the mother of
ten children: Elizabeth, Caleb Fletcher, Henry, Joseph, Jacob
W., Stephen, Mary, Sarah, Mary F., and Phebe J. Bowron.

Marriages of the Grandchildren
OF ELIZABETII AND HENRY GREEN.

Elizabeth Bowron, daughter of Jacob and TIhebe Bowron,
married James Nichols in the year 1827. They had a daughter
and son, Liydia Nichols, born in 1828, and James Niehols in 1831.
Elizabeth, wife of James Nichols, died in the year 1832,
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Ienry Bowron, son of Jacob and Phebe Bowron, married
and had one daughter, Phebe Bowron.
Jane Green, daughter of John and Sarah Green, married Geo.
Parks of Keeseville.
NINTH CHILD.
MARY KEESE married Peter Hallock in the year 1792; she
died 8th month, 31st, 1831. Their children:
Elizabeth Hallock, born 10th, 7th, 1793.
Joshua Hallock, born 12th, 12th, 1795.
John Halloek, born 2nd, 2nd, 1798.
Jeremiah Hallock, born 2nd, 10th, 1800.
Isaac Hallock, born Sth, 17th, 1802,
Phebe Hallock, horn 10th, 31st, 1803.
George Hallock, born 5th, 15th, 1804.
Sarah Hallock, born 4th, 30th, 1808, died 1831.
Addison Hallock, born 6th, 3th, 1811.
Mary Ann Hallock, born 6th, 18th, 1814, died 9th, 8th, 1831.

Elizabeth Ilallock married James Jackson in the year 1811.
Their children: Peter Halloel Jackson, born 5th, 25th, 1812,
died 3rd, 18th, 1813; Richard Titus, born 9th, 10th, 1813; George
H., born 8th, 14th, 1815; Daniel, born in 18i7. FElizabeth Jack-
son, wife of James Jackson, died in the year 1819.

Joshua Hallock married Elizabeth Stafford in the year 1819.
Their children: Alma X. ilallock, born 2nd, 17th, 1820; Mary
K., born 12th, 10th, 1821; Peter, born 9th, 28th, 1823; Sarah Ann,
born 2nd, 8th, 1826; Emily K., born 2nd, 14th, 1829; Delia T.,
born 2nd, 18th, 1833; John Keese, born 3rd, 21st, 1835; Fritz
Gtreen, born 8th, 10th, 1840; William Henry Hallock, born 1st,
31st, 1843.

John Hallock married Melissa Griffith in the year 1818. The
names of their children are as follows: Sylvia Hailock, born 9th
month, 6th, 1819; Thursia, Jemima K., Nancy, Mary Ann, Elisha
Arnold, Jane Ann, Isaac, Melissa, and they lost two that died
young.

Jemima Iallock married James Ricketson in the year 1822.
Their children: Caroline B. Ricketson, born 11th, 29th, 1828;
Melissa, born 3rd, 3rd, 1831; Mary, born 6th, 10th, 1833; Lydia,
horn 8th, 30th, 1835; Phebe Ann, born 11th, 7th, 1837; Peter K.,
born 12th, 1st, 1840, and Jemima K. Ricketson, born 11, 18, 1842,

Isaac Hallock marrvied Abigail Smith, of Peru. Their chil-
dren: Mary Elizabeth, Julia Ann, Richard, Phehe, Sarah, Me-
lissa, Addison, and Isaac Hallock.

Phebe Hallock married Stephen Ricketson in the year 1826.
Their children: Ann T. Ricketson, born 3rd, 10th, 1827; Mariet-
ta, born 4th, 29th, 1829; Sarah H., born 9th, 13th, 1833.

George Hallock married Polly Calkins and had one daughter,
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Lydia Ann Halloek. Polly ITalloek died and he married Mary
(illford, who bore him one son who died young. After Mary’s
death he married Awanda Sheldon of Willbourough, and they
had two sons, George P., and Charles Hallock.

Addison Hallock -married Maria Brockway of Peru in 1838.
They had a child, Minerva Hallock. '

MARRIAGES OF THE GRANDCILULDREN.

Alma E. Hallock married Andrew Keese 11th month, 11th,
1843. 'They had three children.

Sylvia Iallock marricd ———Taine in the year 1835. They
had two sous.

Thursa Hallock married ———— Wright. Had a son and a
daughter.

TENTH CHILD.
JOIUIN KBESE (I11), born 6th month, 27th, 1773, married
Hannah Rogers in 1800. Their children:

Stephen R. Keese, who married Sarah Gove. Their children:
Jonathan G., Hannah R., Elizabeth D., Jason B., Wiilis T., Na-
than R., Isaac H., Johu E. Matilda E., Loretta M.

Lydia R. Keese, who married Lieumas Cook. Their children:
Samuel and Mary Jane Cook.

Titus Keese, married Martha Mitchner. Their children: Sa-
rah Ann, Lydia, Mary, and Gulia Keese.

Silvia Keese, who died 1ith month, 28th, 1803.

Elizabeth Keese married Otis Dillingham., Their children are:
John, Hannah and Deborah Keese. .

Hannah Keese, who married Chas. Conlin. They- had one child,
Jane Lydia Conlin.

Lydia R. Keese, a daughter of John Keese by his first wife,
_was born 8th month, 12th, 1803. She married Leumas Cook; she
died 5th month, 2, 1891, and he 4th month, 30, 1893. ‘They had
two children: Samuiel Cook, born in 1831, and Mary Jane Cook,
horn in 1833.

Samuel Cook married Fidelia Norris lst, 5th, 1854,  Their
children: Ella I'., born 10th, 28th, 1854 ; Alice, born 10th, 30th,
1856 ; Harry, born £th, 22nd, 1860; and Seldon, ist, 31, 1878.

Mary Jane Cook married Richard J. House. Their children:
Emalyne L., born 4th, Tth, 1852; Hdward L., born 12th, 27th,
1853; Nathan Willis, born 1st, 1dth, 1856, died 11th, 26th, 1857;
Caroline, born 8th month, 1858. died 8th month, 1858; Catherine
Sophia, born 9th, 8th, 1860, died Sth 10th, 1863; Mary Josephine,
born 4th month, 13th, 1864, died 1st, 14th, 1905; Andrew Foye,
born 12th, 8th, 1867; George Herbert, born 9th, 3rd, 1870.

Emmalyne L. House married Isaac Struble.  Their _children
are Frances, Charles, and Robert.
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Mary Josephine llouse married Major B. W. Leavelle and
they had two daughters, Mary and Marjorie.

Andrew Fove House married Gertrude Barto.

George Herbert Ilouse married Susan Cora Adale. Their
children, Robhert Adair, IForest Cook, and Jack, all died young.

JOHN KEESE married a second time in 1815, his wife be-
ing Sarah Benediet of Alum Creek settlement, Morrow county,
Ohio. They had six children, ali of whom passed to spirit life
while their father yet lived except Richard, who married and had
five children. Jolun Keese died 2nd month, 12th, 1860, aged 87
vears, 7 months and 16 days.

Following is a vecord of the children of John Keese by his

second wife, Sarah Benedict, who died 6th month, Hth, 1841:
Esther, born 5th, 4th, 1816, died 3th, 7th, 1833.
Ann, born 9th, 25th, 1817, died 3rd, 8th, 1818.
Oliver, born 8th, 15th, 1819, died 6th, 5th, 1841.
Richard, born 9th, 2ist, 1821, died 8th month, 11th, 1874.
Ann Eliza, born 7ih, 12th, 1824, died 7th, 9th, 1854,
Samuel T., bora 6th, 2nd, 1827, died 11th, 22nd, 1851.

Ann Eliza Keese married William Fisher in 1542,

Richard Keese married Guoliclma M. Tabor, 12th, 25th, 1847.
Their children:  Sarabh Evelyn, born 10th, 16th, 1848; Isaac
Wilfred, born 8th, 24th, 1850; Samuel Johm, born 1ith, 26th,
1852; Willits Hanson, born 6th, 14th, 1855, died 4th, 19th, 1870;
Cynthia Eliza Lenove, born 7th, 14th, 1857,

Sarah Kvelyn Keese married 5th month, 156th, 1801, Dr. L. L.
Benson.

= Isaac Wilfred Keese married 8th month, 6th, 1871, Katie
IHanece.  Their children: Hva Lilore, born 9th, 22, 1872; Sada
Lenore, born 7th, 14th, 1874; Winifred, born 4th, 7th, 1881.

E, Lilore Keese married William If. O’Bryan, 9th, 22, 1895.
Their children: William Cedrie, born 4th, 26, 1897; Lyndall,
horn 2nd, 13, 1901; Iilizabeth, born 8th, 13, 1903; Klise, born 2nd,
18th, 1906.

Sada 1. Keese married Leon N. O’Bryan, 7th month, 22, 1898,
Their children: ILowell Putman, born 9th, Tth, 1899; Douglas,
born 5th, 7th, 1502.

Winifred Keese married Norman Samuel Abbott, Tth month,
26th, 1908.

Samuel J. Keese married Everetta Abbott 9th, 11th, 1889.
Their children: TRichard Abbott, born 10th, 5th, 1890; Marjorie
June, born 6th, 21st, 1892; Harriet Elma, born 2ud, 12th, 1899;
Annette, born 11th, 14th, 1905.

Cynthia Eliza lienore Keese married Louis H. Bannister, Tth
month, 10th, 1907.
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ADDRESSES.

© Lenore Keese Bannister, 400 Douglas St., Pasadena, Cal.
Eva Keese Benson, 363 Ashtabula St., Pasadena, Cal.
W. 1. Keese, Los Angelss, Cal.

8. J. Keese, Los Angeles, Cal.

Leon N. O’Bryan, Sampont, South Dakota.

William H. O’Bryan, Lios Angeles, Cal.

ELEVENTH CHILD.

OLIVER KEESE was born 9th month, 21st, 1775, died 1st
month, 6th, 1850; married Paulina Lapham 2nd month, 11th,
1803.  Their children:

Nathan I.. Keese, boin 10th, 1st, 1803.

Eliza Keese, born 8th, 18th, 1806.

Anna Xeese, born 9th, 2Tth, 1808.

Cynthia Keese, born 11th, 28th, 1811, died 5th, 14tk, 1858.
Maria Keese, born 12th, 3rd, 1813, died 5th, 2nd, 1881.
Jane Keese, born 1st, 3rd, 1816, died 7th, 16th, 1853.
Phebe Keese, born 2nd, 21st, 1819, died 1st, 20th, 1841.
John T. Keese, born 4th, 18th, 1824,

Gulielma Keese, born 2nd, 24th, 1828, died 1sf, 9th, 1835

Nathan I.. Keese married Ruth Rogers, 3rd, 27th, 1825.
Their children: Anson Keese, horn 1827; Phebe, born 1829, and
Henry, born 1833. Benjamin Keese, Charles Keese, Alice Keese
and Winifred are also descendants of this family.

Eliza Keese’s descendanis are Oliver K. White, who has
six children who live in Michigan, one named Oliver K. White;
Eliza J. Moss and Maria H. Taft, who has two boys.

Anna Keese married EHosea White and had three children—
Phebe Southwick, Silas White and Cynthia Kimble. Cynthia
Kimble’s daughter, Elizabeth has three boys.

Cynthia Keese married Elisha Arnold, 4th, 16th, 1835, by
which union two children were born, Oliver K. Arncld and Eliza
d. Arnold. Oliver K. Arnold has a daughter, Mary K. Ballen-
ger. Cynthia was married the second time to John J. Gurnsey,
12th, 9th, 1852. By this union she had two daughters, Susan K.
Gurnsey and Pauline Lapham Gurnsey. The last named daughter
had four children, Gurnsey Filis, Pauline E. Ellis, Arthur H. Ei-
lis, and Florence 1., who died.

Maria Keese married Jonathan Iill, 4th, 24th, 1856. She
died in 1881 and is buried in Buffalo. They had no children but
took Pauline Guernsey when two years old and trought her up
as their own child.

Jane Keese married Stephen Smith, 9th, 5th, 1839. They had
five children: Samuel K. Smith, Juliett, Oliver K., DBurrett, and
Elizabeth. Samuel K. Smith’s children, Agnes, Roland, Paul-
ine and Katherine, all live in Peru. Oliver K. Smith had two
children, Edward and Jane. ‘
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Phebe Keéese married Lorenzo Orvig, 2nd, 25th, 1840, and
died in 1841, having given birth to one daughter, Phebe H. Or-
vis, who lived in Flushing and died about 1898.

John T. Keese married Lucinda Kelly and begot one son be-
{fore his death—Philip Keese, who had two daughters, Bessie and
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Obituary of John Keese Il

John Keese was born in Dutchess county, New York, the 27th of the
6th month, 1773. Jn 1790 he removed with his parents to Clinton county,
New York, where he married and settled upon a farm, and became pros-
perous in business and about the year 1810 engaged in the lumber irade,
which at that time was very remunerative. Having been very successful
in this business the two previous years, he embarked largely in it in
1812, and had just entered Quebec with & large raft of ship timber when
war was declared between the United States and Great Britain. A proc-
lamation was issued for all American citizens to leave the province with-~
in ten days. Here he wag placed in a critical situation. It was impos-
sible for him to make immediate disposition of his lumber, and to leave

it would result in the loss of his whole estate; to stay would subject
him to a heavy penalty and imprisonment. He chose to risk the latter.
After the time had expired he applied to the provost and succeeded in
getting an extension of time, but when this term had expired he had
accomplished but little in the settlement of his business. He then ap-
plied to Parliament and to tlie Governor, who promised him  protection,
and gave him permission to stay and attend to his business, and prom-
ised him a passport wheén ready to return to the States. But the man
to whom he had contracted his lumber took advantage of the times, re-
fused to abide the contract, and would only buy at reduced rates znd on
a credit. When his bonds became due he repudiated them, on the
ground that the transactions were contraband. His loss by this fraud
was not less than $16,000; thus, after having encountered great hardships
and many perils in this enterprise, he was made penniless in a moment.
“'While passing down Lake Champlain with his raft, a violent storm arose
and broke his raft, and he and his men narrowly escaped with {heir
lives. Severzl weeks elapsed before the timbers could be collected to-
gether, although a hundred men were in his employ. Had it not been
for this accident the lumber would have been delivered and pay received
before the declaration of war. He returned home and gave up his whole
estate to his creditors—he reserved nothing, not even his pocket knife.
Soon after this event—asg one calamity often succeeds another—
his wife suddenly died. Thus, stripped of worldly goods and his bosom
companion, he resolved to seek a home in the Western world. Assisted
by his friends, he procured a horse and saddle, and with a few shillings
in his pocket, set off for Delaware county, Ohio, where he arrived -in the
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autumn of 1814, Here by untiring industry e secured in a ghort time
a2 home. In (815 he married his second wife, and in their rude forest cot,
constructed without boards or neils, many heppy days were spetit.

In 1821 the lands around Cardinglon, the site of whicli place was hen
a wilderness, were thrown ibto market, by purchase from the Wyan-
dotte Ilndians. By the munificence of his friends at the Kast, and the
gxle of his 1ot in Peru township, he was enabled to purchase 160 zeres of
this land, which he selected on account of its superior quality of soil and
timber, wbout three miles west of Cardingtlon, and which, by labor and
frugality, soon became to himself and family a comfortable hoine.

In 1832 his daughter Esther, zged 16 years, died while at school, near
Wilmington, Ohio. She was amiable and talented, and lhe keenly felt the
loss. Jn 1841 his son Oliver died. In 1843 lie buried his beloved wife.
This stroke was severely felt by Lim; being more than twenly years her
gsenior, he had arrived =t &n age when the companionship of a bosom
friend is of inestimable worth. 1In 1849 his son Titus died. In 1852 his
voungest son, Samuel T., died, on his passage home from California, and
his remains were buried beneath the waves of the Pacific ocean. In
1844 his daughter Wlizabeth died in New York., In 1859 his youngest
daughter, Ann Eliza Fisher, died under very distressing circumstances,
which are well known to the public. This trying event he bore with
Christian fortitude and resignation.

Three children by his first wife, viz.,, Stephen R. Keese of Indiana,
Lydia Cook and Hannal Conlon, of Cardington, and one by his second
wife, Richard Keese, with whom he lived, survive him.

As he declined he became more and more childlike—eand may we not
gey Christlike, being happy, cheerful, and contented, social, pleasant and
courteous, free from the petulunce and childishriess so often the attend-
ant of old age. He set low value upon his own virtues and attainments;
e was kind and submissive, always contented with his lot.

He was deprived of privileges of a literary eduecation when young,
and greatly felt his loss in this respect. He seemed an astronomer by
nature, and without the aid of any works on astronomy he acquired a
correct knowledge of the movements of the heavenly bodies; and when
about sixty vears of age, he invented an apparatus for taking a correct
map of the heavenly bodics, and also calculating longitude by the iixed
stars. He found afterward that lie was anticipated in this last invention
by a German astronomer, although he had previously no knowledge that
such a method had ever been suggested. While in these investigations
lie frequently became so much absorbed-as to be apparently unconscious
of anything passing around him. He constructed several models for im-
provement in machinery, which evinced great ingenuity. One for plant-
ing corn, two rows at 2 time, and in check hills, and several for wind-
mills, on different plans, and continued these efforts up to tlhe week »f
his death.

When young he acquired the art of surveying, and was much engzaged
in its practice in the early settlements of northern York. He surveyed
large portions of Essex county, including the region of the Adirondack
mountains, the place made memorable as the residence of “0ld John
Bowne.”” In these surveys he encountered great hardships, privations
and personal danger. He wasg often eway for months beyond the limits
of ecivilization and the abodes of men.

We have now only to speak of the last moments of our venerable
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Friend. On the 9ih inst.,, De left his home with Lis little granddaughter
to make a social visit to some of his relatives and friends in Peru town-
ship, near South Woodbury, & distonce of about twelve miles, The night
of the 10th, and the grester purt of the day of the 1lth he spent at the
home of a brother-in-law, A. L. Bevncdict, and seemed very clicerful, re-
citing many of the scenes and adventures of his early life. - The nizhi
of the 11th he speunt with » sister-in-law, Esther Levering, and from there
on the 12tly, it being Sabbath, he went to the Friends meeting at Alum
Creek, where lie szt in great apparent devotion till its close,  After meet-
ing e went home with a friend, Daniel Oshorn, to dine., In the afterncon
he complained of pain in the region of the heart; a cordisl was adminis-
tered aud he felt relief, and took a light dinner. Towerd  evening, ihe
pain returning, his friends thought it best to remove him to A. L. Ben~
edict's. He said, smiling, it wade but little difference where he was.
While putting on some over-clotlies & tremor came over him, and his sis-
ter-in~-law said that he wag too ill to go. He replied that his head felt
s0, hadly that he did not think he knew anything. He seemed to be sink-
ing down, and weas helped 6n & lounge, where he soon ceased to breathe,
having attained tlie patriarchal age of nearly eighty-seven years. His
remgins were numerously attended to their finel resting place in  the
family burying ground, on the 14th, by his friends and neighbors.

(This article was published in the Cardington Independent at the
time of his death, which was 2nd montl, 12th, 1860.)

Bi-centennial Held May 29, 1895.

NI of the oldest places of worship in the United States is
(]:B the ancient Quaker meeting house in ¥lushing, built in

the days of Fox and Penn, it is all gray and lichen grown.
Erected in 1695, it has withstood the vicigsitndes of time, the
desecration of the British soldiers—who used it for a stable—-
and the unceasing stress of wiud and weather. Tt is a simple
wooden structure and ie an exccllent state  of preservation. It
is sqnare, with a (uaint pyramidal roof, both roof and sides be-
ing covered with shingles. Heavy wooden shutters are fastened
with heavy iron bars. The building is put together in the most
primitive manner with large hand made iron mnails and spikes.
The beams and timbers of the framework were hewn from solid
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logs with an ax. It is marvelous that after two centuries the
wood is still in such a perfect state of preservation. It proba-
hly was well seasoned at the time the meeting house was erect-
ed.

The upper part of the building was used as @ school room in
bygone days. With the exception of a new roof, put on a hup-
dred years ago, and an occasional coat of paint since, the ancient
jandmark is exactly the same as it was two centuries ago.

The first meetings of the Society of Friends in Flushing
were held in private houses at as early a date as 1648, though
no regular body existed until 1660. Fromn the erection of the
old Bowne house in 1661 until 1695, the meetings were held
there and in the adjoining grounds, when the crowds were too
great to gain admittance in the house. Immense oak tables still
stand in the Bowne house Kitchen that were used by the Quakers
in their weekly meetings in that house.. John Bowne also open-
od the doors of his home to the outlawed Quakers, leading them
from their secret hiding places of worship in the woods to the
shelter of his honse. He was banished from the colony for his
rash aet and went to Holland. e pleaded the cause of Quakers
so well that he soon returned with an order for fhe tolerance of
the despised and persecuted people—an order based npon the
enlightened principles which had been applied previously in the
controversy with the New Amsterdam Lutherans and Jews. The
word he brought was: ‘‘The conscience of men ought ever to
remain free and unshackled.”’ :

One of the most important events connected with the meet-
ing was the visit of George Fox in 1672. So great was the crowd
that flocked to hear him that the meeting was held mnear the
Bowne house under the shade of two large oak +trees. These
irees lived until 1841, Samnel Bowne Parsons, the celebrated
horticulturist of Flushing, estimated their age at five centuries.
Fox’s visit to Flinshing. strengthened the society and led to some
important accessions. One of the most noted gatherings in the
ancient meeting house was on the occasion of the visit of the
English Quaker, Samuel Bownas. He spoke to twn thousand peo-
ple. The Dutch, who were then settlers of New Amsterdam, or
New York, and surrounding country, were Dbitterly opposed to
the Quakers and when the Duteh sheriff heard that Bownas was
at the Flushing meeting house he procured a warrant to arrest
him,  Upon entering the building the sheriff walked up to the
gallery where Bownas was preaching, read aloud the warrant,
and declared the Quaker nnder arrest. The members present ap-
pealed to him to sllow Bownas to remain until the meeting was
over. The sheriff and his posse took seats in the back of the
house to wait.

Being unaccustomed to the silent meetings of the Quakers,
they said to each other in audible whispers, ‘“Why does he not
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preach?’”’  Another said, “He is a prisoner and he does not
dare.”” Bownas heard the remark and rose to his feet and deliv-
ered an extempore sermon of such rare eloguence and fesling
that the c¢fficers were touched. After the meeting they left the
building without attempting to place their prisoner in custody.

After bearing all kinds of persecntion for their religious
belief, the Quakers lived in peace and harmony among themselves
{for over one hundred years, but the spirit of trmth and progress
became rampant in this peaceful orgamization and the Iiberal
party, headed by the noted Quaker, Elias Ilicks, of Jerico, Long
Island, split from the main body of the Quakers in the year
1828. 'This was a severe and heart-breaking rupture.  Famiiles
and friends were separated, husbands against wives, parents
against children.

When the final separation came tlie orthodox or conserva-
tive side of the split left their seats in the meeting house and
walked out of it, never to return, leaving relations and friends.
Tonching scenes were enacted on all sides—parents trying to
keep their children, wives their hushands. As one elderly wom-
an left the meeting house with her husband and children, she
passed her eldest and dearest daughter, -who remained seated
with her hnsband, a radical in the house. Agonized at parting
with parents, brothers and sisters, the younger woman rose to
join them, but her mother firmly held her back, saying, ‘‘No,
Mary, stay: thy place is with thy husband.”

Among the many stormy events of Quaker life there is none
that so nearly touches the heart as this episode. After sixty-sev-
en years of separation the opposing factions joined together in
celebrating the bi-centennial of the building of the meeting house,
on May 29. 1895, the two factions—Orthodox and IHicksite Qna-
kers. as they call themselves—met together in the quaint old
building, the sorrow of the old tragedy of separation grown dim
with years, and almost forgotten by the vounger generation. The
scene of so many historic events is still the same and the
staunch old housc gives promise of another century, when it
may see old fends and strifes wiped away forever, and the uni-
versal peace, for which Quakers had long vpreached and worked,
cstablished among the nations of the earth.



THE. UNION.
Early Settlement by the Friends in Peru.

~.Other . historic sketchies lave abpeared from far more able and
scholarly pens than I have any pretensions, seiting forth the unsurpass.d
scenery, beauty and fertility of this highily favored valley of the lake.
It is surrounded by mountring, oxcept on the northeast, which precludes
11" chance for destruction by cyciones and tornadoes. Out of the hill
sides are gushing the purest of wuators, which, finding their level in
Lakes George and Champlain, move ¢ to the great northeastern watery
thoroughfare by the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to be lost in the sea.. The
purity of the atmosphere, fanned by the fresh breath of verdant and
lofty hilltops, the sparkling waters, clear as crystal, are a mighty safe-
guard against a multitude of disreses prevalent in other places. Under
thegse frvorable influcnces the fruit of the valley is higher colored and
hetter flavored, and commends better prices in city markets than ifruit
from any other quarter. It embraces all the varieties of apples; pears,
plums and grapes, withh thousands of bushels snnuzlly of small  fruit,
which. are shipped to city markets. .

The first settlement of Peru by Friends was on Zephaniah @ Platt’s
17,983 acre location, situated on ithe west side of Iake Champlain, 44%
degrees north lztitude, surveyed by Josizch Thorp, and completed Aug.
6th, 1787, comprising lots of 412 rer.s each, the south line commencing
near the terminus of the Little Ausable, at the lake shore, running due
west to Elkanah Watson's Patent. Zephanich Platt’s second loestion of
12,000 acres was bounded, north by the south line of fhe first location,
the south line, running through Keesville westward. It was surveyed by
William and John Keese, of Dutchegs county, New York, in 1788, who
also later made subdivisions in +‘he great location. 8Said Keesgcg selected
each & .lot of 412 acres, and returnced to Dutchess county. '

The March following (1789), William rcturned upon the ice  from
Whiteliall to what is since oalled Peru anding, with axe, gun, rnd
some provisions, and built a log house on lis chosen spot, still known
as the old Willinm Kecse farm, He cleared a piece, put in some wheat,
and girdled more for Indian corn planting. He said he had no »een-
sion to speck a loud word during the entire season, as his companions
were those named in the shect let down by the forecorners to Peter,
and their “tameness was shocking to see” He returned in the fall to
Dutchess county and married a -wife in March, 1790, William 2nd. wife
returnced accompanied by his father end mother, Jokn ond  Elizabeth
Keese, and .three other brothers, Richard snd fumily, Oliver aud John.
Stephen and family came socn after their father, Oliver and Jjolin set-
tled on sdjoining lots west of William, runuing to the river, and built
cast of the road, by Richard Liepham’s.  Richerd Keese dropped down
by a spring contizuous to the memmoth pine grove, sccuring most of
it, leaving a will that it should not be cut sooner than ten years after
his demise, which became of in-stimable value, Richard was a man of
perseverance &nd forecast, zssisting many settlers by letting cows to
double at four yvears, and luter, with once John Andersen, built up Koeese-
ville.
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Captain Edward Everitt, and Abednago Ricketson, with their fami-
lies, settled at the foot of what is sinee called Hallock Hill, and here in
the unbroken, howling wilderness ithe smoke of the cempfires was hor-
elded aloft to greet the pessing elouds with the announcement of civi-
lization., Henry Green and wife, daughier of John Keese, settled at the
Union, near where the horse shed now stands. Peter Hallock and wife,
daughter of John Keege, settled over the river west of the Union.  Thus
tent after tent was pitched, accessible only by 2 line of marked trees.
Here the reverberation of the woodsman’s axe, end the terrific howls
of . savage beasts of prey filled the chapter of joy and grief. Their .
vounglings and sm2ll stock were a2 constant prev unless securely {fenst-
ened by night, and were thrn often . teken. Wild game, maple sugur,
wild fr'uit, nuts, roots, fish and greens of the forest were in great regui-
sition for subsistence, and gathered by the children.

A great snow storm late in the spring caused straw beds to be cmp-
tied to save the ecattle’s lives. Captain Everitt said he worked n whole
day for one-hzlt bushel of corn. Taking it on his shoulder he went 9
Peru Landing by marked trees.” There he found John Cocliran and Jack
Hayes had landed, and a son born to Cochran. veritt  resumed his
journey by marked trees to Platts™urgh mill, and returncd next day by
the seme route. He was obliged {» dig up 2 portion of his seed poia-
toes to eat. Muajor Southmaid, of Juy, left a record that once a month
he shouldered a bushel of corn, went by said line of marked trees to
Plattsburgh mill, and returned next day, a distance of fwenty-five miles. -
John Haff and family came in 1753, took an entire lot, 412 wucres, nnd
settled where Schuyler Haff, a grandson, now lives, As late as 1794,
there was no road except a winding track bushed out to the lake shore,
by whicli, with sledge and oxen they hauled in their goods to their s-t-
tlement, the Union.

A place of worship for these isolated Quakers was pert and parcel of
their very being. A site around which they had clusiercd and lived in
such unity and dependence upon each other and upon the God of all na-
tions and races of men was the one thing needful. A rude structure was
built opposite Geo. P. Beadleston’s, of split logs for floor, rocf and
benches. Here in gimplicity and in truth  were offered up oblations,
thanksgiving end prayer to the All Father and Mother God, in the love
and spiritual union.

There is a secret tie that binds
Congenial minds together,

A silent mingling heart with heart
In part unknown toeither.

And this sweet influence may be felt
When not a.word is spoken,

And to the outward sense there seems
To be no sizn or token.

And those who never met before
May meef and then be parted,

Although no word may pass between
Foeel they ave kindred hearted.

And such spirits meet and join,
In converse with each otlier;

How free the interchange of thought—
No feclings there to smother.
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In removing the enormous growth of timber, huge piles were set on
fire, which by night lighted wup the ethereal regions with transports of
joy, inspiration and surprise to.groups of beholders. The ashes were ap-
plied to crops, and later sold for potash. Roads began to be opened,
one to the lake slivre and one through where Peru now stands, where
one John Cochran subsequently built & saw and grist mill. The road
wag continued on by Salmon river to Plattsburgh. Some time later,
there was a lumber road opened by one Rogers from Schroon through
Pokamoonshine to the Union. settlement, where there was a small store,
a Dblucksmith and shoe shop. The old, rude meeting house in which one
Benjamin Earle taught school, being burned, and other families arriving,
another larger one wag built of much tlie same material, on the William
Keege farm, and was used for dwelling, church and school house. The
scliool was taught by Benjamin Sherman, of Rhode Island, who was the
clerk of the meeting.

Although mostly descendants of the Puritan stock, the Friends qid
not imitate the example of their predecessors by placing a canncn on
the roof of thieir sanctuary, by which to demolish their red brethren of
the primeval forest. But they gave them freely, both hand and heart,
as brethren of the same common Father, reciprocating hospitalities. A
semi-monthly mail was had by nn equestrian.

Yearly the society increased by the arrival of Bucks, Benedicks,
Thews, Southwicks, Davises, Barkers, EBEurls, Bakers, Smiths, Bankers,
Jacksons, Arnolds, Shermans, Woods, Fishers, Osborns, Nichoises, Hal-
locks and Hoags., These, mostly Quakers, with four or five families 2t
he lake shore, composed the sefttlement of Peru in 1799, whose central
point was the Union. Judge DeLord, 2 Frénch nobleman of great tal-
ent and ability, a refugee from the horrors of St. Domingo, built the o'd
mansion and settled in the Union and made potash. Afterwards he sold
to James Rogers, who moved with 2 large family from Marshfield, Mass.
On meeting days were seen short breeches, silver knee and shoe buckles.
Stephen Keese settled on a larze {arm, where Solomon Clark now lives,
and built a grist and saw mill, and called the place Goshen.

As the settlement increased a place of worship for the whole p=ople
became apperent, znd an organization under the auspices of the New
York yearly meeting was formed, which furnished means to pay for =«
site, and helped to build a large nnd commodiovs Liouse in 1802, It had
galleries to seat its hundreds, rnd folding partitions. They recognized
the right of women to an jindependent public character officially trans-
acting business, monthly and quarterly, relative to their own sex. Cases
of delingquency were judged by their peers holding sisterly correspond-
ence with other bodies, reporting by representatives yearly to New York
vearly meeting of women all matters relative to their own sex, institut-
ing inspection as to the moral status of its members, namely:

Are Friends careful to attend 2ll our meetings for worship and disci-
pline? Do they perform their promises and pay their just depts? Are
they clear of tale-bearing and detraction znd of all other unbecoming be-
havior?. Are Friends’ children, and all others unhder their care, instruct-
ed in school learning to fit them for business? Do they discard the use
of wine at marriages and funerals? Are those in indigent circumstances
amply provided for?

The diseiplinary interrogatories for the male members were in accord-
ance with the above, excepting, “Are gny in the habit of frequenting tav-
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erns, attending immoral places of diversion, holding a wager, and deal-
ing in prize goods?” Frieuds were earnestly advised to discourage the
gystem of war, and in no case to appeal to civil authorities for the re-
dress of grievances. Differences must be referred to members chosen
from -the body. If any member should extend his business beyond his
ability to manage, he is advised early to lay the subject before compe-
tent Friends for advice, assistance and recovery. All matters interest-
ing both sexes were considered by a joint committee. No decision reach-
ed by vote, but referred for consideration. Both sets of representatives,
with credentials to New York yearly meeting, were alternately aided by
Willianm and Stephen Keese, with some Friends in Vermont; each had
a large thorough brace carriage, no nut or screw, with bolts. It took
from four to five weeks to make the round trip. They were gladly re-
ceived  everywhere by Friends on the route. It afforded them an oppor-
tunity to receive and communicate news, get acquainted, and freguently
to select wives and husbands. Friends were bound by no creed or set
belief, but left the aspiring of intellect—Ilogically and scientifically—to
investigate every shade and idea to its reasonable result. They recog-
nized the scriptural declaration that there are a diversity of gifts bestow-
ed upon the children of men to profit withal, amongst which are those
of ‘seer, the spiritual vision of knowledge, of prophecy, and of healing by’
the laying on of hands, diversity of tongues, and withal charity to covet
spiritual gifts, These are the safe-guards and mighty pillars of the 8reat
temple of civil and religious liberty.

Time having arrived for payment for lands, it was made by hauling
wheat to Albany and selling it at forty cents per bushel. Companies of
men went together, carrying their daily supplies.

Friends were alive to the education of their children. Many were
placed at the academy in Dutchess county, New York. Later a large
academy was built opposite John Green’s, where boys, on the tirst floor,
were taught by C. Stoddard, Elihu Marshall, Samuel Rogers, and others;
and on the second floor girls were taught by Mary Rogers, Phoebe
Keese, and others. On mid-week meeting days teachers walked abreast——
the school by twos marching behind their representative teachers in and
out of the church. In 1874 there were numbered, of children and youths,
seventy first cousins of the Keese stock. As Friends do not believe in
original sin, that where there is no infraction of a known law there is
no transgression, hence they accord to their children a birthright mem-
bership and religious training, to whom the blessed Jesus likened the su-
pernal heavens. '

An article appeared in the Plattsburgh Republican over the signature
of “W,” of such artistic beauty, graphically depicting the scenery of our
Union wvalley, that we make an extract, namely:

“Whenever Archbishop Hughes, whose graceful taste, poetic fancy
and elegant culture enabled him to enjoy such a scene, visited the little
church perched on the aeclivity of the western mountain, he habitually
sought a particular rock from which he could best contemplate the mag-
nificent spectacle, and as he gazed on it in rapture he would exclaim
that in splendor and loveliness it surpassed all the views he had be-
held in his varied wanderings.”

John Haight and other travelers, in crossing Hallock Hill, when first
enraptured by the sight, have exclaimed “Behold Elysinm! Glory to na-
ture’s God in the highest.”
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Said paper also contained a culogy upon the character and superior
ability of Edward Hallock, which, with the single exception of his mam-
moth house, literally belonged to Richard Keese. Said liallock was an ex-
tremist, and failed in every undertaking excepting breeding disturbances
in society, and died in an insane asylum, the result of a mischievous
life. Furthermore, Fitzgreen Hallock, the exquisite poet and author of
the immortal ode to Bozzarig, was brother of Peter and Anna Hallock—
wife of Richard Keese—and no kin to said Edward.

In 1828-9 several English Friends of orthodox proclivities came to
New York, namely: Annah Braithwait, Joseph John Gurney, Robert
Lyndsley, Benjamin Scabao and Anna Robinson. They drew from the
treasury of the Friends in New York by the thousands, paid an enormous
sum for a span of horses, carriage and harness in proportion, and sent.
out advertisements for a series of meetings, sowing dissension broadcast.
On being admonished by Elias Hicks and other plain Friends, they said
they did not come to learn the gospel of them. With their ecclesiastic
shears they severed the society from top to bottom in 1832, fulminating
disownments, claiming all the property and all religion, instituting suits
for property on the ground of membership that they failed to take by
storm, joining and mingling freely with any society that would reiter-
ate the foul charges of “Infidel and No Devil Quaker!” At length the
decisions were reversed by the court of chancery, “that membership had
nothing to do with the right of property—that the prior right belonged
to the creators of the fund and should go to their posterity to the latest
generation.” . All offers were rejected by the orthodox for equitable ad-
justment of property until after the chancery decision.

Among those Friends that ministered at the altar, were Anna White,
David Harkness, Jemima Keese, Elizabeth Irish, Samuel Ke-se, Catha-
rine R. Keese (whose graceful endowments fitted her for any sphere)
and Ruth Hoag. The existing members of the Friends, are Seth Hoag
and wife, Ephraim Hoag, George Hallock, Elwood Sherman and wife, Na-
than Lapham and family, Richard Keege and family, Mary Brown, the
Greens, Mary 8. Doty and 8. K. Smith and family, whose membership
has been transferred to Saratoga Quarterly meeting. Orthodox mem-
bers are, Jemima Ricketson, Platt Arthur and wife, Cynthia Keese, Da-
vid Hallock, Elihu Hoag and family, whose membership is transferred to
Vermont Friends. Meetings are still held, when ministers of Friends
come among us. '

In industrial matters, particular attention was paid to best breeds of
neat stock. Peter Keese bred the Durham; W. A. Keese, the Here-
fords; Arnold, the Devons; Smith and G. Hallock bred a cross between
Durham and Herefords, of which were some of the best animals of that
day. A pair of twins, broke by Sherbenaw, took the first ($100) premium
at the United States Fair at Boston, in 1856. They were taken through
England, Ireland and Scotland for a show. The last accounts of them
they were on their way to France and Germany. They would obey ev-
ery word of command. Their difference could not be detected by stran-
gers. For years the Smiths raised and broke matched oxen that took
the first premium. Among them were a number of twins, and one yoke,
six years old, is now on the stock farm in Vermont, perhaps the best in
the state. S. K. SMITH.

Note—The above article was pubhﬁhed in the Keeseville pa-
per in the year 1379,
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William Keege married Mary Bowne of Flushing, Long Is-
land. Their children: William Bowne Keese, born at Fishkill,
12th month, 7th, 1780; Johin Dobson Keese, born ai Fishkill, 9th
month, 20th, 1782; Charles Tillingfast Keese, born in New York,
Srd month, 25th, 1789; George, died at 26 years of age; Theo-
dore Keese, born in New York, 11th month, 24th, 1800.

William Bowne Keese had six children. He was an Episco-
pal clergyman. One John Keese in this line was on General
‘Washington’s staff. .

Note-—The above was procured by Mrs. .. H. Bannister of
Mrs. John Keese, who lives in I’asadena, Cal. 1 inmsert it, hop-
ing that some one can explain it. It seems a little odd that Wil-
liam and John Keease should have both married Mary Bowne. 1t
is left for future biographers to answer. W. T. Keese.

~

WHILE I WAIT, NEED I BE IDLE?

The following poem was sent to the Independent by Joshua Morris,
of Thonotasassa, Florida, and was written by one of his old schoolmates
of the Weston district, west of Cardington. The poem was composed in
November, 1884, by Mrs. 8. A. Worth, of Hesper, Iowa. Mrs. Worth,
fifty years ago, was a Miss Sarah Ann Keese, and lived with a widow-
ed mother on the farm now owned by Geo. S. Coomer,

I am waiting for thy coming—
Waiting, watching day by day;
Listening to thy every message,
Thankful for thy long delay.
Yot I know that thcu art coming,
Slowly, surely, hour by hour;
Oft thy wings seem hovering o’er me,
Kind, but fearful in thy power.
‘While 1 wait must I be idle?
leed 1 lie with folded hands,
Onty sighing, feebly, sadly,
As | wait thy dread commands?
Waiting, must I needs be idle?
Using not my one lone gift
To while away the painful moments
And my drooping soul uplift.
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Not myself alone 1 think of,
Cheerful do I try to be;

Moments thus may sweetly pass with
Those who kindlycare for me.

Those who watch me while I'm waiting
Needs must feel the time seems long,

Weary, sad—but it must seem brighter
‘When my heart is filled with song.

Song that seeketh not expression
Through the medium of sound,

But through tender tints and shadows,
Soft as those in mnature found.

Busy were our mothers always,
Working on from morn till night;

Always had their knitting ready
For the quiet, warm twilight.

Thus they waited for the lighting
Of the cheerful evening lamp;
Thus they waited for thy coming
Till Life’s night grew dark and damp.

Thus I'm waiting for thy coming,
Busy almost every hour;

Though the body’s well nigh helpless,
Hands and mind retain their power.

Oft my soul is filled with visions
Soft as palpitating light;

Hushed my very breath to catch them,
As they float before my sight.

Tender lights, mysterious shadows,
Real and ideal form;

Softly breathing, full of sweetness,
Brilliant, yet subdued and warm.

Real and ideal blended,
Harmonized with beauty rife;

Tints of color born of heaven,
Glowing with the warmth of life.

Nay, I'll not ignore this power;
Thus the only gift T have

Held in trust, this heavenly blessing,
T would use it while I live.

I would work with patient pleasure
To the last—beyond earth’s strife;

Thus I'd wait for thee to waft me
Gently to the higher life.

“Life is real! Life is earnest!
And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
Wag not spoken of the soul.”



STEPHEN
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Stephen R. Keese.

Stephen R. Keese, born 8th month, 30th, 1801, in Clinton
county, New York. His mother died ere he reached his twelfth
yvear and Stephen went to live with his uncle, William Keese,
where he remained uuntil his father married again, then he came
on to Ohio and helped to clear up two farms in what is now
Morrow county, one located on the east bank of Alum Creek,
some ten or twelve miles southeast of Cardington, the other
three miles northwest, near Weston meeting house. IHe labored
hard and diligently until he was twenty-four years old.

Then he took a trip in the fall of 1825 back to the scene
of his childhood, and to see his girl that he had left behind him,
Sarah H. Gove, daaghter of Jonathan and Hannah Gould Gove,
of Lincoln, Vermont. She was a blithe lassie five years his jun-
ior, well formed “and intelligent, with auburn hair. Stephen had
made this journey mostly on foot and as the journey was a long
one he got work during the winter and spring, and they were
married 5th month, 14th, 1826. There is a little incident connect-
ed with their wedding which 1 will relate as told to me by my
mother. '

They were both members with Friends, bhut Father’s mem-
bership was in Ohio, a long way off, and no very - good way of
traveling, and it cost fifty cents to send a letter if it weighed
over one-half ounce. Frieuds did not approve of a marriage by
a priest or a civil officer, but only in the regular way in meet-
ing and parents were liable to bhe dealt with if they allowed a
marriage to be consummated in their presence, so to get around
bringing her mother and father into trouble they arranged to
have the Justice of the Peace to come to the house while her par-
ents were gone to midweek meeting, and in the presence of her
younger sisters and an aunt the knot was tied and all trouble
was avoided, and the young couple soon set out on their wedding
irip to Ghio.

1 do not know lLiow they got from Vermont to the lakes, but
they arrived in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, early in June. There * he
left his wife with {riends and walked home, a distance of some
fifty miles. - I will let Richard Wood, an old friend of the fam-
ily, tell this part of the story in his own way. In writing a paper
for a pioneer meeting he makes mention of this wedding trip, as
follows: ‘‘Stephien Keese left his bride at Upper Sandusky and
walked to his father’s house and procured a horse and saddle to
bring his wife home, but, neglecting to let down the upper bar,
the horn of the saddle caught on the bar and broke the girth, and
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Stephen broke down and cried, hut the repairs were soon made
and he returned for his bride. Then after sceing her safely
mounted, he took the rein and led the bhorse proudly home.”’

They rented a house and commenced the struggle of life.
1t appears that these young people did not gain much wealth
while living in Ohio. The times were dull and wages low; 50 to
75 cents per day was about all a man could command. Iie said
that children came faster than money. 1 don’t believe that he
wished to complain of the presence of children in the home, but
he wanted a home of their own to put them in. Father loved his
children and six were born to them in the eleven years they
lived in Ohio, one pair of twins, one of whom died in infancy.

In the year 1836 they decided to go to Indiana, where there
was government land they could enter. They borrowed $100 of
a friend (Samuel ITowell, I think) with which to purchase the
land. Father went on in the spring to clear some land and build
them a house to live in. Mother remained in Ohio until autumn,
then she and four of the children came out in a covered wagomn.
She left my sister Elizabeth with her grandmother in Ohio. One
Thomas Edmonson furnished the conveyance. The road was
bad, through the woods, and it took four good borses to draw
the wagon, and then they stalled several times in the mud. She
brought two good cows and a pony that my broiher Jonathan
and one John Frame rode and walked by turns, and drove the
cows. And they were all glad to join Father in their new home
in the woods. It was a small cabin with a wide porch on the
north side. In this cabin I was born, and some of  the other
children. There was an addition built to it later on to meet the
needs of the growing family, and school was held in it, taught
by Ellis Davis. About the year 1862 a frame house was built
and the cabin abandoned.

On this farm they lived until all their eleven children ma-
tured and married, then the home was sold. In the spring of
1882 they went on an extended visit to their children in lowa
and Nebraska, where Father died at the home of their daughter,
Hannah Haines, 1st month, 5th, 1883, and mother died in the
yvear 1891, 9th month, 20th, and their remains rest peacefully in
the cemetery near Franklin, Nebraska. Some of Father’s writ-
ings are given on another page.

i
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Children of Stephen and Sarah Keese.

FIRST SON—

JONATHAN G. KEESE, who was born 10th month, 17th,
1827, married Phebe A. Jomes, Ist month, 21st, 1856, who was
horn 1st month, 1sf, 1836, He died 9th month, 12th, 1863, she
12th month, 6th, 1892, Their children: Sarah Annetta, born
3rd month, 15th, 1858; Celestine, born 1st, 7th, 1860, died 9th,
13th, 1862; Hsther l.eanna, born 2nd, 19th, 1864,

Sarah Annetta Keese married Frank Pillsbury, 4th month,
§th, 1882. Their children: Myra May, born 12th, 23rd, 1883;
Mabel Esther, born Tth, 27th, 1890; Lawrence Keese, born 8th,
10th, 1892,

Esther Leanna Keese was united in marriage with Benjamin
Ferguson 11th month, 25th, 1891. One child, Phebe Marue, was
born 9th, 3rd, 1892,

FIRST DAUGHTER—

HANNAH R. KEESE, who was born 8th month, 29th, 1829,
married Daniel L. Haines 10th month, 17th, 1852, who was born
11th month, 1825, Their children: Rosanna T., born 11th, 20th,
1855; Alveretta, born 13th, 11th, 1857; Elwood D., born 7th, 9th,
1860 ; Isaac M., born 10Gth, 2nd, 1862; Elnora, born 8ih, 21st,
1869, died 9th, 24th, 1882; Jonathan G., born 1st, 19th, 1872,
died 2nd, 24th, 1879; Stephen H., born 12th, 26th, 1867, died
3rd, 24th, 1868. _

Rosanna Haines married Frank Kimberling 8ih month, 4th,
1878. Their children: Arthur R., born 1st, 31st, 1880; Shirley
B., born 8th, 19th, 1883; Clyde H., born 5th, 10th, 1886; Hulda
AL, born 6th, 9th, 1889; Lottie F., born 1st, 26th, 1892; Altie P.,
born 11lth, 26th, 1895. ‘

Alveretta Haines married Charles Scott 4th month, 19, 1877.
Their children: Laura Belle, born 4th, 18th, 1879; ILily, born
11th, 6th, 1880, died 1ith, Tth, ——; Grace Alice, born 3rd, 18,
1883; Edna May, born 5th, 15th, 1885; Karle Keese, born 6th, 18,
1888 ; Hazel Ruthana, born 12th, 26th, 1890; Ethel Maude, born
5th, 29th, 1893; Charles Harold, born 11th, 29th, 1896; Ralph Lwu-
man, born lst, bth, 1900.

Elwood D. Haines married Myrtle M. Craig 1st month, 5th,
1893. Their children: Hdith Fern, born 9th, 27th, 1893; Gladys,
born 8th, 30th, 1896; Kdna May, born 6th, 4th, 1899.

Isaac M. Haines married Florence A. Craig lst month, 27th,
1886. Their children: Ired, born 12th, 17th, 1886; Hazel, born
fith, 2nd, 1892; John, born T7th, Tth, 1900.
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SECOND SON—

WILLIAM G. KEESE, born 12th month, 4th, 1831, married
Rebecca Ann Harter lst month, 21st, 1858, Their children: Na-
than Orlando, born 7th, 15th, 1859 ; Wilburn Malchi, born 3rd, 27,
1861; Sarah Catherine, born 11th, 30th, 1862; Emma C., born
4th, 20th, 1866.

Nathan Orlando KXeese married Anpa Adaline Luers, 2nd
month, 14th, 1894, Their children: Royal Raynona, born 3xd,
9th, 1895, died 3rd, 3rd, 1899; Harold Augustus. born 6th, 20th,
1896 ; Earl Wm., born 3rd, 20th, 1900; Minnie Elsie, born Tth, 9th,
1902; James Callanan, born 4th, 30, 1904; Arthur Luers, born
9th, 24th, 1909. _

Wilburn Malchi Keese married Maggie Bell McClaren, 7th
month, 3rd, 1889, Their children: Burley, born 4th month,
5th, 1890, died 4th, 5th, 1890; kva Lida, born 9th, 3rd, 1894,
died 2nd, 24th, 1895; Hvan Leouard, born 3rd, 2nd, 1896; Clar-
ice K., born Tth, 23rd, 1898, died 4th, 12th, 1909; Bernard. born
2nd, 10th, 1904.

Sarah Catherine Keese married James S. Dunning, 9th
month, 18th, 1887. Their children: FErma A. born 8th, 26th,
1888; Virgil E., born 2nd, 12th, 1891, died 9th, 23rd, 1898; Ef-
ner H., born 12th, 31st, 1892, died 11th, 24th, 1898; Ruth E,
horn 5th, 21st, 1894; Grace M., born 3rd, 16th, 189G, died 9th,
17th, 1898; Almon K., born 9th, 8th, 1898, died 2nd, 3rd, 1900;
Frank E., born 9th; 26th, 1901; Twins, born 6th, 18th, 1905, died
6th, 23rd, 1908; Charles S., born 3rd, 17th, 1907.

Emma C. Keese married F. O. Simpson, 12th month, 14th,
1885. Their children: Maud A., born 2nd, 27th, 1889; Lulu R.,
horn 8th, 27th, 1890; Pearl A., born 8th, 14th, 1892; Alta M.,
born 3rd, 20th, 1896; Willis V., born 9th, 15th, 1904; Leonard Q.
born 12th, 23rd, 1906; Cecilia J., born 12th, 21st, 1908.

SECOND DAUGHTER—

BELIZABETH D. KEESE, whe was born 10th month, 4th,
1833, married 9th month, 11th, 1853, to Loammi Sibray, who
died 3rd month, 16th, 1900, Their children: Mary F., born 7th,
25th, died 9th month, 8th, 1854; Elvin O., born 9th, 1Ist, 1856,
died 10th month, 29th, 1859; Pluma E., born 11th, l1st,” 1858; Eva
L., born 12th, 7th, 1861; Wm. Willis, born 12th, 19th, 1862; Lily
Belle, born 9th, 29th, 1864; Alvin Vance, born 9th, 11th, 1867.

Pluma Sibray married Charles A. Collier, 4th month, 14th,
1878. Their children: Orville Raymond, born 2nd, 28th, 1881;
Everett Roscoe, born 3rd, 12th, 1885; Mary Elizabeth, born 11th,
Ist, 1891; Gladys Pearl, born 12th, 31st, 1895.

Eva Lenore Sibray married Isaac Foss, 2nd month, 21st,
1881. Their children: Lillie Rae, born 12th, 30th, 1881 ; Charles
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L., born Tth, Tth, 1883, died 10th, 18th, 1908; Steclla Mae, born
5th, 30th, 1886, died 8th, 13th, 1886; Arthur Loanuni, born Tth,
6th, 1887; Hannah Hlizabeth, born Tth, 23rd, 1889; Francis Lem-
uel, born 2nd, 13th, 1901 ; Caro Lienore, born 3rd, 11th, 1903.

Willlam Willis Sibray married Jessie A. Botkin, 9th month,
30th, 1891. Their children: Iillian Agnes Constance, born 2nd,
5th, 1894; Donald Loammi, born 2nd, 13th, 1898; Janet Eliza-
beth, born 12th, 19th, 1906.

Lillie Belle Sibray married Edward A. Grogg, 10th month,
4th, 1886. Their children: Daisy May, born 5th, 1lth, 1888;
and Edwina June Grogg, age not known to writer.

Alvin  Vanee Sibray married Vandilla Brennan, lst month,
11th, 1891. Their children: Therma Lee, born 1st, 22nd, 1891;
Lilla V., born 11th, 17th, 1893; Thella May, born 6ih, 15th, 1897,
Hilma, age not known.

THIRD SON—

JASON E. KEESE, who was born 11th wmonth, 6th, 1835,
married Lovina Odell, 4th month, 14th, - 1861. 1le died Tth
month, 1st, 1906, Their children: Volney A., horn 1st, 21st,
1862; Lyda Ellen, born 2nd, 17th, 1864; Jonathan (., born Tth,
15th, 1866 ; Hannah A., born 6th, 24th, 1868; O. 'Theresa, born
2nd, 18th, 1871; Ida F'., born 3rd, 22, 1877; Myuitle, born 11th,
4th, 1880; Alfred R., born 10th, 6th, 1882, :

Volney A. Xeese married Sarah Lutes, 2nd month, - 26th,
1893. Their children: Vessie, born 3rd, 1st, 1894; Arthur, born
1st, 9th, 1896; Bernice, born 10th, 22nd, 1899,

Lyda Ellen Keese married S. Douglas Green, 6th month,
15th, 1887. Their children: Charley, born Tth, 7th, 1888; Ethel,
born Tth, 17th, 1890; Myron, born 1Ist, 7th, 1892; Grace, born
4th, 10th, 1895; Ruth, born Tth, 24th, 1899,

Jonathan G. Keese married Bertha Dunn, 2nd month, 19th,
1896. Their children: Ada Marue, born 1lst, Tth, 1898; Carrie
Lucile, born 10th, 26th, 1900, died 3rd, 20th, 1903: Raymond Al-
fred, born lst, 27th, 1904; Lester Gove, born 9th, 20th, 1905;
Beunlah Leanna, horn 8th month, 1908,

Hannah A. Keese married Robert Mann, 3rd month, 25th,
1889. Their children: Mayme M., born 2nd, 4th, 1890; Claude,
born Tth, 26th, 1892; Leroy, born 4th, 4th, 1896; Ida, born 8th,
Oth, 1899.

0. Theresa Keese married Charles Bill, 8th month, 28th,
1892. Their children: HHomer, born 11th, 26th, 1893; Maurice,
born 7th, 28th, 1895; Mary, born 6th, 4th, 1897; Robert, born
4th, 9th, 1900; Florence Alma, born 10th, 25th, 1909.

Ida F. Keese married Rev. Leroy Galleher, 10th month, 9th,
1907.
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Myrtle Keese married Adelbert Helsebeck, 2nd month, 27th,
1907. . One child died in infaney, and Alice Fern was born 10th,
23rd, 1911,

Alfred R. Keese married Tilly Olena Tostenson, 3rd month,
8th, 1911.

IFIFTH SON—

WILLIS T. KEESE, who wus born 1st month, 15th, 1838,
married Martha J. Paxton 10th month, 18th, 1864. Their chil-
dren: Francis D, born 7th, 15th, 1865; Mary dJohanna, born
4th, 1st, 1867, died 6th, 11th, 1868; Phillip Flmer, born 1lth,
13th, 1869, died 5th, 5th, 1873.

Again married, 6th month, 26th, 1882, to Eunice M. Breese,

Francis D. Keese marries Cora Harmen, 12th month, 28th,
1892. Their child, Ada. was born 10th, 6th, 1893

SIXTH SON—

NATHAN R. KEESE, whe was born 12th month, 24th, 1839,
married Almira White, 11th month, 21st, 1862. Ile died 4th
month, 15th, 1901. Their children: Lilburn M., born 8th, 22nd,
1864; Leanna May, horn 7th, 12th, 1866.

. Lilburn M. Keese married Nancy J. Atkinson. Their child,
Burton E., was born 4th, 30th, 1887.

Leanna May Keese was married to S. Maynard Ramsey,
12th month, 29th, 1885. Their children: Dillard M., born 8th,
12th, 1886; Millard M., born 12th, 31st, 1888; Ourlena P., borm
11th, 19th, 1890; Ordena E., born 6th, 10th, 1893: Ertena, born
2nd, 27th, 1896; Hillard Ray, born 10th, 15th, 1898, Lovena S.,
born 3rd, 17th, 1902; Nathan Robert, born 9th, 26th, 1904 ; Chas.
Everett, born 5th, 29th, 1907, died 2nd, 4th, 1908; Harold, born
Oth, 20th, 1911.

SEVENTH SON— :

- ISAAC . KEESE, who was born 3rd month, Sth, 1644, mar-
ried Maggie Brayton, lst month 10th, 1878. Their children:
John Earle, born 9th month, 4th, 1878, died 9th, 20th, 1887;
Harry Gove, born Ard, 25th, 1881; Walter Folsom, born T7th,
29th, 1888.

Harry Gove Keese married Myrtle May Chawberlain, Tth
month, 28th, 1901, Their children: Bonnic Beatrice, born 8th,
15th, 1902; Gladys Karral Berunice, born 2nd, 26th, 1904.

9Walter Folsom Keese married Ella O’Kane, 5th month, 5th,
1909.

EIGHTH SON—

JOHN E. KEESE, who was born 12th month, 11th, 1845,
was married to Sarah R. Tyrrell, 12th month, 24th, 1868. He
died 3rd month, 6th, 1878, and she 4th month, 28th, 1903. Their
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children: Stephen Royal, born 10th, 1st, 1869, died Tth month,
1896; Eva Lucina, born 10th, 16th, 1871; Nora Jane, born 8th,
16th, 1873; Tilla Almira, born 10th, 21st, 1876.

Eva Lucina Keese married James Perrin, 3rd month, 21st,
1895. Their children: Charles Earle, born 4th, 19th, 1896;
James Eber, born 12th, 20th, 1897,

Nora Jane Keese married Grant Mason, lst rmonth, 5th,
1895. Their echildren: Lieander Tarlton, born 10th, 22nd, 1895,
died 12th, 8th, 1395; Florence L., born 2nd, 18th, i897; Leanna
T'earl, born 1st, 28th, 1899; Irene Ilizabeth, born 2nd, 7th,
1901; Katha Amy, born 7th, Tth, 1902; John Keese, born 9th,
27th, 1909. . '

Tilla Almira Keese married DBert Lee, 12th month, 25th. 1902.
Their child, Bunice, was born 10th month, 8th, 1903.

HOURTH DAUGHTER— .

MATILDA ELLEN KEESE, who was born 10th month, 23rd,
1848, married Mahlon 1. Paxson, 2nd month, 22nd, 1866. She
died 2nd month, 2nd, 1876. Their children: Florence Estella,
born 9th, 20th, 1867; Nathan Orlando, born 1st, 4th, 1870, died
Tth, 29th, 1871; Nealy Pearl, born 10th, 5th, 1872; Addison Fre-
mont, born 1st, 19th, 1876, died Ist, 19th, 1876.

Florence Estella Paxson married David Kelly, 1st month, 6th,
1884. Their children: Mary Ethel, born 6th, 7th, 1885; Verna
Matilda, born 3rd, 30th, 1887; Marion Francis, born Tth, 25th,
1889; William Edward, born 8th, 2nd, 1891; Monna Juanna, born
10th, 6th, 1893; James Ulrie, born 8th, 6th, 1895.

Nealy Pearl Paxson married George Lanning, 12th. month,
10th, 1890. Their children: Esther May, born-8th, 19th, 1891;
Frederick, born 3rd, 19th, 1893; Sarah Ellen, born 2nd, 8th, 1896;
Anna, born 5th, 29th, 1900: Zella, born 8th, 9th, 1904; Franklin,
horn 4th, 11th, 1910,

FIFTH DAUGHTER— »

LORETTA M. KEESE, who was born 7th month, 28th, 1852,
was married to Fdwin Smith, 5th month, 28th, 1875. She died
S§th month, 15th, 1881. Their chiidren: Ora Beile, born 5th,
28th, 1874; Hsta Alice, born 4th, 20th, 1876.

Ora Bell Smith, record not known.

Esta Alice Smith married and has two boys by former hus-
band, names not given. For her second husband she married a
Mr. Polly, date not given.

¢



44 KEESE FAMILY HISTORY.

Writings of Stephen R. Keese.

SKETCHES OF REAI LIFH. 8th month, 30th, 1881.

This is hot weather.

Seeing that this is my 80th birthday,

I would I could write a pleasing lay;

1 will eighty leaves turn back of my life,

And speak of a true man and wife,

‘With their firstborn, a son,

Eighth month, 30th, in the year one thousand eight hundred and one;
in a log house in the woods,

And but little of this world's goods.

South, low ground, at foot of the hill a good spring,
On the wild trees wild birds did sing;

On the "north rolling high ground,

Timber cleared off, soon orchard was found;

On the west dense, wild wood,

Where sugar was made pure and good;

On the east, a road on the bank of the Ausable river,
Always thankful to the great giver.

The river wound among the hills,

On it were factories and mills;

It ran northeast through a pine plain,

And emptied into Lake Champlain.

O, it lay between Vermont and York state,

Long and narrow, but the commerce on it was great.
At the tenth and eleventh years of my age,

My father was in the lumber trade engaged;

Ie thought, no doubt, to have made good speculation,
But it proved a source of tribulation;

For he lost a good farm,

On it a frame house and barn.

His last raft was wrecked on Lake Champlain,
But. all hands the shore did gain;

As soon as possible he gathered the wreck,
And then he sailed into Quebec.

And pretty soon a war was declared,

And then hard with him it fared;

His lumber under bonds to be sold,

To be paid for in currency, silver and gold.
When the bonds were due,

They did not wish to rue;

But said the acts were contraband,

For there was to bhe war in the land.

He knew at home there would be debts to pay,
He would do his best to pay, rather than to run away;
That sent him home a poor man,
Disappointed in every plan.
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He came home, Mother died soon after,
And that was a sad disaster.

Winter came on cold, and deep the snow,

And one cold day to Quaker meeting we did go
With fine horses and fine sleigh;

in meeting a press gang took horses and sleigh,
Buffalo robes and blankets away.

After meeting, best teams gone, poor left,
Friends got home the best they could,
Some on foot and some on sleds of wood,
Some of the rich dependent on the poor,
To be taken to their own door.

Us motherless ones, five in number,

We parted there asunder, but not suffered to fall under.
Friends took us to their homes and warmed us by their fires,
And satisfied all reasonable desires.

But our home was to pass away,

For there were many debts to pav;

But he freely gave up all

Of his goods, oxen and cows in the stall.
Now my uncle William had a servant true,
He said, if our horses are gone, I go, too;

I know it’s cold, but I know where they stay,
- And I will be with them before another day.
S0 soon, dinner over, and a knapsack,

With bread and cheese on his o0ld back,

And he was off on the war track,

His name was Slighter, but he was no fighter.

Horges and 211, he truly found,

And plenty of snow was on the ground;

He drove the horses where command said go,
Over glare ice, and through deep snow.

Andg if anything could be had,

The horses were well fed,

And at night he was right glad,

If he could get his robe and blankets for a bed.

Other horses got sore shoulders,

And were killed to feed poor soldiers;
‘What did they care for the true owners,
They were consecientious, forced donors.

Time rolled on,

Mother’s Hannah, father John,

Four years past, I was fifteen,

My brother and I with some movers were seen,
Going to the then far west Ohio,

Over rough and smooth, high and low.
It would be a long road,

Each of the six wagons, a heavy load.
Twenty-six persons in all,

Count great and small,

Able bodied ones, a chance for walking,
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And we enjoyed social talking.

We lay one night in a forty mile woods,
Nothing disturbed us or our goods;

We had a good wood fire,

A supper of food desired.

One of those days, my birthday fifteen,

The other, Azor Oborn, he was sixteen,

And that night was the two between,
Pleasantly jargoned.

After six weeks the desired place we did gain,
And no accident whereof to complain.

My brother Tytus and I found our father,
He was burning brush in the clearing,
And did not see us till we got in hearing.
He had married a second wife,

And begun again married life.

The following was written a few days before his death.

As now on my death bed I lay,

I have something more I wish to say:
01d creeds will have to pass away
Before we'll see the milennial day.

1 have labored all 1 could for progression
On earth for truth as well as education,
But have not always met with approbation;
Neither did Jesus in that generation.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,

For 1 soon will bid you all adieu;

I.et every one be honest, kind and true,
For I am going another world to view.
For me do not shed a tear

I feel 1 have nothing to fear,

For I go with conscience clear

To dwell in a brighter sphere.

Six children I have over there

Who will a place for me prepare

And with them heavenly blessings share
With many other dear ones there.

My wife and seven more are left awhile to stay,
Then they, too, must pass away,

And we hope to form a happy band

In the realms of spirit land,

And to progress forevermore

On that calm and peaceful shore.
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My wife and I are old and gray

And do not know how long here we'll stay.
Bury me plainly and decently when 1 die
And let not a stone tell where 1 lie,

Plant some tree (pine or cedar) o’er my head,
My body will nourish it when I'm dead.

I do not like to see costly white stones
Watching over mouldering flesh and bones;

[ like to see a thrifty tree in the stone’s place.
i think it would be no -disgrace,

A good tree over every grave;

For coming generations money would save.
When & tree should die or likely to;

Let it then be carefully taken awuy decay,

It will not be unjust or cruel

To let the poor have them for fuel.

T

POSTOFFICE. ADDRESSES

OF THE CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF STEPHEN R. AND
SARAH H. KEESE.

FIRST FAMILY—

Sarah Annetta K. Pillsbury, 4913 W. 24 Pl., Morton Fark, Cicero P.
0., Illinois.

Hsther Leznna K. Ferguson, Cardington, Ohio.

SECOND FAMILY—-
Hannah R. K. Haines, Franklin, Nebraska.
Rosanna H. Kimberling, Franklin, Nebraska.
Alvaretta H. Scott, Aline, Oklahoma.
Elwood D. Haines, Orleans, Nebraska.
Isaac M. Haines, Franklin, Nebraska.

THIRD FAMILY-—
Rebecca H. Keese, Sanders, Montana.
Nathan 0. XKeesge, Hebron, lowa.
Wilburn M. Keese, Audabun, lowa.
Sarah’ C. K. Dunning, Sanders, Montana.
Emma C. K. Simpson, Hill City, South Dakota.

FOURTH FAMILY—-
Elizabeth D. K. Sibray, Orosa, California.
Pluma E. S. Coliier, Orosa, California.
Eva L. S. Foss, Danville, Arkansas.
William W. Sibray, 7937 Tioga St., Pittsburg, Peunnsylvania.
Alvin V. Sibray, Manton, Michigan.
Lilly B. 8, Grogg, Fellows, California.
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FIFTH FAMILY—
Lovina O. Keese, Marshalltown, Iowa.
Volney A. Keese, Gilman, Iowa.
Lydia E. K. Green, Gilman, Iowa.
Jonathan G. Keese, Marshalltown, Iowa.
Hannah A. K. Mann, Laurel Iowa.
Olive Thresa K. Bill, Sheffield, 1llinois.
Ida F. K. Gallaher, Marshalltown, Iowa.
Myrtle K. Hilsabeck, Marshalltown, Iowa.
Alfred R. Keese, Green Mountain, Iowa.

SIXTH FAMILY—
Willis T. Keese, Cardington, Ohio.
Francis D. Keese, McGrew, Nebraska.
SEVENTH FAMILY—

Almira W. Keese, Cardington, Ohio.
Lilburn M. Keese, Marion, Indiana.
Leanna May K. Ramsey, Cardington, Ohio.

EIGHTH FAMILY—

Isaac H. Keese, Visalia, California.
Harry G. Keese, Visalia, California.
Walter F. Keese, Birkley, California.

NINTH FAMILY-—

Eva L. K. Perrin, 222 John St., Marion, Ohio.
Nora J. K. Mason, Cardington, Ohio.
Myra A. K. Lee, 314 Patterson St., Marion, Ohio.

TENTH FAMILY—

Mahlon Paxson, Bluffton, Indiana.
Florence P. Xelly, Pennville, Indiana.
Nealy P. Lanning, Partridge, Iansas.

ELEVENTH FAMILY—

Edwin HE. Smith, Springfield, Oregon.
Ora B. S. Grant,
Esta A. Polley, Walterville, Oregon.



Erratum of Keese Family History

In'the introduction, second paragraph, the name John Bowne
should be Thomas Bowne.

In the article relating to Thomas Bowne, third paragraph, the
words Peet Meeting should read Peel Meeting.

On page 41, the year of the wedding of Alvin Vance Sibray
should be 1890 instead of 1891.

The pictures of Edwin E. and Loretta M. Smith should follow
instead of precede those of Matilda B. and Mahlon 1. Paxon.
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