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PRE.,FACL 

Brothrffs and Sisters, children o-t one family: 
J·ohn and Elizabeth Titus KPese, onr ancestors, were noble 

people, not warriors, not religious zealots nor enthusiasts, but 
Friends, a peaceable people, bred and brought up in the society 
where it was taught that ''It is better to suffer wrong than to do 
wrong." 

To you this volume is dedicated. Accept it in love. I be­
lieve that it is correct, 1.rnt not as full as 1 desired to have it, 
but is the best 'that I could do, and I sincerely thank all who 
have helped to make i1 wh,11 it is. 

WILLIS 1'. KEESE, 
Cardington, Ohio. 



Death comes, life goes; the asking eye 
And ear are ans,verless; 

'l'he grave is dumb, the hollow sky 
ls sad with silentness·. 



FIREPLACE 1x Bow:i,,E HousE, LARGEST ox LoNG ISLAND. 

FLUSHING, L. I. 





Introduction. 
"]f N the early Hcttlements of New York there were many 
ill Friends vvho eame into Long Island and made settlements at 

,v estbury, Jerico, ]'lnshing and other places. .Among those 
,d10 came was a young man unwed .John Keese. He came to 
F'lushing some 200 years ago. There he made the acquaintance 
of a young ·woman (.Friend) by the name of .Mary Bowue. They 
were married aboHt 1722. She was bm·n in 1698, was the daugh­
ter of Samuel aud M.ary Bowne and granddaughter of John and 
l-lannah Bowne, ,vho built the house known as the lVIansion 
House in those days, a picture of which graces the front page of 
this book. It wa8 built in 1G6.l :md is still standing, and is o·wn­
ed by lineal descendants of the Bo.nie family, l am told. 

This historic building, with its qnaint garb and furnishings, 
is shovYn to the public for the b,c=nefit of the Flushing Hospital. 
The cane is also shown here with ,vhic,h our venerable ancestor 
,John Bowne once killed a bear that attacked him in the woods. 

In this honse J olm awl l\lary Kees<" lived and here a son was 
born and named John Keese, wl10 in this book Viill be de.,;ignat­
cd a8 John Keese II. \Vhen he ·was grown to manhood he weut 
to J ernsalem, a.not.her settleme11t of .fi'riends. There he married 
Blizabeth Titus in the year 1749 and they settled at Ninepart­
ners, Dutchess county, New York. 

There were eleven children Lorn to this nnion, ten of whom 
grew to manhood and womanhood aud. married, and a numher of 
them raised large families. Tlrnre was no "race suicide" with 
them, but some of their descendants have failed in this respect 
in later years . 

.About 1790 this family mi~Tated northward and settled in 
Clinton and Essex: counties near Lake Champlain not far, from 
where Keeseville uow stands. A graphic description of this set­
tlement, written l;y S. K. Smith, is given in .full and will be of 
interest to many, I trust. 



Thomas Bowne. 
Thomas Bo-wne was born and l.Japtized in England in 1595. 

His son John Bowne was born and baptized at :l\fatlock in Der­
byshil-e, England, :3rd month, 1627. 

'l'homas Bow11e came to Amt~rica in 1649 with his son and 
family except one daughter. He died in Plushi.ng, Long Island, 
in lb50. John Bowne returned to England bnt came back in 
1b51, landing at Boston. The family soon after removed to 
:B'lushi11g and settled tu.ere. On the 7th of 5th month, 1656, 
,John Bowne and Jlaunah .B1 eke were married at Flushing. 'l'hey 
were among the first -who embra<:ed the principle of r'riends in 
this country, for ,vhid1 th0y snffered much under the Dutch gov­
ernment. lle having been sent a prisoner to Holland, was releas­
ed after a time with an order to the provincial government not to 
molest peaceable citizens. He built a honse at Flushing in 16bl 
in which they gave room to Friends to hold their monthly, quar­
terly and yearly meetings for many years. 'l'hese peaceable 
meetings being held in his house incensed the populace against 
him, bnt his quiet perseverance and peacefnl submission won the 
victory after much snffering. In 1676 he joined his wire in Eng­
land, accompanied. her in her religious service until 12th month, 
1677, when she died in London. 

His testimony concerning her given at her funeral at the 
Peet Meeting was remarkable for its tenderness and beauty. 
'l'his was her second religions visit to England; she had made 
one to Holland also. In the Flushing Records are fourn1 the fol­
lowing minutes: 

"John Bowne died at ]'lushing, Long Island, the 20th ot 
10th month, 1695, and was buried the 23rd, being about 68 years 
of age. He did freely expose himse1::'., his house and his estate 
to the service of truth, and had a constant meeting at his hou3,~ 
near about 40 years." 

The house is still standing, an historic monument of F'lush­
ing, and has been owned to the present time by his lineal de­
scendants. It is 110,v shown by permit to those wishing to see it 
in its old garb and with its old furnit1tre. 



Keese Family History. 

The follov,ing record of the family was copied from a writing 
on the fly-leaf of Aunt Hannah\; Bible, written there by rr~y 
grandfather, John Keese Ill. I have learned that the Bible has 
since been destroyed by fire near Bryant, Indiana: 

",John Keese (I) married. :Mary Bowne of I11lushing, Long 
Island, New York. 

'' John .Keese ( II) married Elizabeth Titus, of vV est berry, L. I. 
"John Keese (lll), born Gth month, 27th, 1773, at Nme­

partners, Dutchess county, New York. In 1790 1 went with my 
parents to the north part of the Ktate, Clinton county. 'rhc first 
part of the year 1800 was married to Hannah Roger,:;, daughter 
of Stephen and Lydia RogArs, of Vermont.'' 

CHILDREN O:B' ,JOHN KEESE (III). 
"Stephen R. Keese, born 8th month, 30th, ]801; married 

Sarah Gove and had thirteen children, eleven of whom lived to 
manhood and w01nanhood. 

"Lydia R Keese, born 8th month, 12th, 180:3; married Lu­
mas Cook, had two children, Samuel and Mary J. 

'' Titus Keese, born 10th month, 18th, 1805; nrnrried Martha 
}Iitchner and had four daughters. 

"Silva Keese, born 5th mouth, 20th, 1808, died 11th month, 
23rd, 1808. 

'' Elizabeth Keese, born 9th month, 26th, 1810; married Oti;; 
Dillingham; had four children; resided in vV ashi11gton Co., N. Y. 

"Hannah Keese, born 9th month, 26th, 1812; married Chal':l. 
Conlin ; had one ehild, died in infancy.'' 

Note by the author-The uwther of these children, Hannah 
(Rogers) Keese, died near the first of the third month, 181a, 
t1bout 30 or 31 years old. Soon after this J obn Keese moved to 
central Ohio, and by untiring industry he soon secured a home. 
Jn 1815 he married a second wifo, Sarah Benedict; of this mar­
riage there wr,re six children, all of them passing to spirit life 
while their father still lived exeept Richard, who married and 
had five children, four of whom are still living. Richard Keese 
died 8th month, 11th, 1874, and their father, John Keese, dieo 
:!nd month, 12th, ] 8ti0, aged 87 years, 7 months and 16 days. An 
account of his death is given on another page. 
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AN A<~COUN1' OF MY ANCES'l'ORS }<7 AR'l'HER BACK. 

'l'he following was written in the Bible previously mention­
ed by ,Johu Keese in the year 1861, and copied L:om that book 
by his grandson, vV. 'l'. Keese, in the year 1881 : 

'' My grnndmother, Mary Keese, ,vas the daughter of Samuel 
Do,Yne. The Mansion House (as it is now called aml it is a good 
lrnuse) sta11ds at the east end of l:<'lm1hi11g, Loug Island, and ha8 
stood about l!JO years. (It was erected in 1661.) lt wa.s the 
place of their residence, inherited from his parents, John and 
Hannah Bowne. They built th,, house in part for a meeting 
honse, also for the convenieuce <•f tlic family in entertaini.ng 
I<'riends that came from a distarn·e to meeting, and meetings were 
held in it for 40 yearn, and I think it has ever been a house of 
entertainment for l<'riends in the honor of the same name. 

'' But he, J·ohn Bov,me, was perseeuted by the Dutch, fined, 
imprisoned, and finally banished, sent to Holland for allowing 
Friends to hold meetings in his house. There his sentence was 
reversed and he ·was set at liberty. Hannah, hi,; wifo, became a 
miniRter and traveled much in America and twice crossed tlw 
ocean t.o Europe, where she labored 1)xtensively in Engiand, Ire­
land and other parts of the Continent, and when rdl was accom­
plished that seemed to be 1·equired of her, she returned to London 
in pence and qnietly resigned her breath, there among her friend,; 
who much lamented her l0ss, particularly her hm;hand, who had 
,"lccompanied her and took part in her labors in the latter part 
of her journey. 

'' Their sou, Samncl Bowne, was 2lso a minister and by some 
it seemed to he thought that his wife, l\Iary's equal was not to 
he found in America. I think she eame over with William 
Penn. 

"lt appears from different accounts that many of my ances­
tors for fonr or five generation,, back were accounted of as 
among the worthys of that day in our society, but how is it now 
·with us their descendants, how does the word or ,•.anse fare with 
us or many of us'? As with the seed that fell by the wayside or 
on stony ground or among thorns.'' 

,JOHN KEESE, 
Cardington, Ohio, 1851. 
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family of John and Elizabeth (Titus) Keese. 
('l'I-IPJ SECOND JOHN KEESE.) 

11 

'l'he second ,John Keese was born in 1729 :md was married 
iu 1749 to Efo;abeth Titus of \Yestberry, L. l. They subse­
quently removed to Ninepartners, Dutchess Co., N. Y. 

Elizabeth Titus was born i~1. 1729, 8th month, 16th day. 

CHILDllEN. 
Sarah Keese\ bom 11th month, 21st day, 17G0, married ,Jo­

seph Thorn. 
Phebe Keese, born 11th 111m1th, 11th day, ]'i53, married to 

,James Titus. 
Samuel Keese, born 7th month, 4th day, 1766, married Sa­

rah ]'ranklin. 
Stephen Keese, born 3rd month, 28th day, 1759, married 

Ruth Hall. 
Richard Keese. born 7th month, 7th day, 1761, married 

Anna Hallock. , 
William Kec,se, born 9th mrmth, 13th day, 1763, married 

Panmilia Allen and Jemima Bunker. 
,John Keese, horn 5th month, 22nd day, 1765, died while 

young. 
1<Jlizabeth Keese, born 10th month, 16th day, 1768, married 

Henry Green. 
Mary Keese, born 12th m,mth, 27th day, 1770, married 

Peter Hallock. 
John Keese (lll), born 6th month, 27th day, 1773, married 

Hannah Rogers and Sarah Benedict. 
Oliver Keese, born 9th month, 21st day, 1775, mn,rried 

Paulina Lapham. 
Sarah, Stephen, John and Oliver were living- in 1814. John 

only in 1851. (Signed) .John :Keese, Cardington, Ohio, ] 851. 
Note-This record was furnished by Lenore Keese Bannis­

ter, 400 Douglass St., Pasadena, California. 

Titus family. 
An extract of an account of the family oi 'l'itus, in the 

possession of Thomas Willis oi' ,lerico, Long Island, N. Y.: 
l 1Jdmond and Martha 'l'itus are the parents of all of that 

name who are settled at or about West.berry, L. I. 'l'heir de­
scendants are now much seatt,~red. Edmond Titus was born 
in England about the year rnao; he came with his brothers ,vhen 
young into New England, and when grown t0 tlw state of man­
hood came to Long Island, and after a few years settled at 
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\Vest berry. Both wel'e convinced of the principles of the 
people called (~uakers, in the fore part of their time, and liv­
ing in a strict and circumspect manner, were pious examples to 
their children an,l others. 

· They lived to an advanced age aud their dose appears to 
have been peacefnl and happy. Ten of their ehildren grew up, 
were married and all lived within twenty miles of one another 
and were all living when the· youngest was sixty years old. 
Seve1·al of them hecame far advanced in age, and all livecl and 
died in the faith their Godly parents had instru<:ted them in. 

'I'he oldest son, Samuel, 1rtc1JTied Elizabeth Powel of Beth­
page and had three children, Pheba, .l\lartha arnl Samitel. Sam­
uel married Mary Jackson of Jerusalem, had Reven children, 
all lived and married and had 8everal children. Pive of Sam­
nel's and Mary's children livetl to advanced age. James was 
near 100 years old. Elizabeth, their eldest daughter, married 
John KeeRe, son of John and .i\Inry Keese, of Flushing, L. I. 

FIRST CHILD. 
SARAH KEBSE, who was born 11th month. 21st, 1750, 

married Joseph Thorn of Dutchess Co., N. Y. A list of their 
descendants follows: 

The first son, Stephen Thorn, had one son--Joseph, who 
died leaving one daughter--and also three daughters-Ann K. 
Thorn, Cynthia Dener, who had five children, and Elizabeth 
Smith, who hacl three daughters. 

The first danghter, Martha Wheeler, died leaving six liv­
ing children alld had one son dead who left thre)e children. 'l'l:w 
six children were: Phebe Jerome, seven children; Alonz,) 
Wheeler, three children; Pamelia Murphy, on~ child; Mary 
Handell, two ehildren; William Wheeler; Alexander Wheeler, 
Stephen, Thorn, Hnd Thomas. 

The second son, Joseph 'l'born, had three children: Edgar 
Thorn, six chilJrrn; Sydrnon Thorn, one child; Mary Knapp, 
four children. 

The second daughter, Phebe Allen, died leaving four chil­
dren: Mary Howland, one child; Salley Ann Allen; ,Toseph 
T. Allen, one C'hild; Richard Allen, three children. 

The third son, John Thorn, died leaving six children: Alan­
Ron 'I'horn, five children; Marie Northup, nine children; Cath­
erine Sockett, eight children; Snsan Gurnsey, four children; 
Sarah Hawkins, one child; lVlary E. 'I'horn. 

'I'hird daughter, Aun Barnes, four children: Catherine 
Sleight, four children; Elizabeth Wheeler; Jos•:lphine Barnes; 
David Barnes, jr. 
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Fourth daughter, l\Iary Angell, eight children: Augustus 
Angell, two children; Sarah, Emma, l\fartha, Stephen, William, 
Henry, and Ephrain Jun Angell. 

Fifth daughter, F..:lizabeth Ham, fonr children: Conrad 
Ham, Joseph Ham, Elizabeth and Sarah Ham. Five children liv­
ing. Forty grandchildrH1. Seventy-four great grandchildren. 
(An old record <~opied by Lenore Keese Bannester.) 

SECOND CHILD. 
PHEBE KEESB, born 11th month, 11th, 1753, married 

James Titus. They had four ehildren, Elizabeth, Samuel, J"ohn 
and Stephen Titus. Their families are as follows: 

Elizabeth 'I'itns married .James Borland. Their chiidren: 
Andrew Borland, Phebe KPese Borland, James Titus Borland, 
John, Walter, and Elizalwth Borl;ind. 

Samuel Titus married Charlotte Briggs. 'l'heir children: 
Delano B., James, Rnth, Walter. Phebe Celma, Martha, Eliza­
beth, Mary Ann, Charlotte J,rne, and Samuel Titus. 

John Titus married Phebe Sweet. Their children: Elizn 
Delia, Amanda, ,John Augustus. ,Tames Mott, and Phebe Ann 'l'i-
tus. ~ 

Stephen Titus, born 5th rn.rmth, 29th, 1778, married Phehe 
Hare Marsh in the year 1813, died 2nd month, 23rd, 1846. 'I'heil' 
children: Catherine Jane Titns, l\Iary Ann 'l'itns, James Ham -
ilton 'l'itus, born 10th, 29, 181G, died 9th; 15, 1841, manied Ma­
ria Carpenter. Their son, :K S. G. Titus, Bur. Ent., Dept. Ag., 
Washington, D. C. Phebe Mar3h 'l'itns. 

James Bar laud 's child, Phebe K. Bar land, married Benja-
min Holmes. Their children: Eliza R., Charlotte A. Holmes. 

,Tames Titns Barland marri.ed Cordelia W agg·oner. 
John Barlarnl married Maria Lee. · 
Walter Barland marriAd Chloe Snow. 
Elizabeth Bar land married ,Tohn Jones. 'l'heir children: 

Maria Jones, John B. Jones, Elizabeth B. Jones. 

THIRD CHILD. 
SAMUEL KEESE, born 7th month, 4th day, 1756. .Mar-

ried Sarah Pranklin, a relatiYe of Benjamin 1'7 ranklin. Had two 
children. 

Posterity of Stephen and Ruth Keese to 1844. 

FOURTH CHILD. 
STEPHEN KEESR born 3rd month, 28th, 1759, marrie(l 

Ruth Hull, born 1763, died 181:3. Their children: ,T ohn H. 
Keese, born 1782, died 1841; Elizabeth Keese, torn 1783; Sa-
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rah Keese, born 1785; Tidsmon Keese, died when nine months 
old; Ruth Keese, horn 1789; Samnel Keese, born 1793; Phebe 
Keese, horn 17%; l\lary Keese, born 1798; Anna, Keese, born 
1801; Pamelia Keese, born 1805. 

John H. Kee:se married l\fary Smith in 1805. Their chil-
dren: Franklin Keese; Deborah S. Keese, burn 1812; Hull 
Keese, born 1814, died at two months; Stephen S. Keese, born 
J 818; Ruth IL Keese, born 1820; Charles W. H. Keese, born in 
1822. 

Elizabeth Keese married Benjamin Smith in 1803. Their 
children: l\fary Smith, born J 804; Stephen K. Smith, born 
J 806, died 1894; Ruth Srn1th, horn 1808; Abigail Srnith, born 
J 810, died when 18 years old; Phebe Smith, born 1811; Sarah 
H. Smith, born 1812, died 1820; Samuel T. Smith, born 1814, 
died 1824; Thonrns Smith, born· 1819; Eliza T. Rmith, born 1820; 
Hannah Smith, horn 1822; Benjamin Franklin Smith, born 1824, 
died 1894. 

Ruth Keese married ~hden Barker in 1810. Their children: 
Sarah and Bliza Barker both died in infancy; ,John H. was 
horn in 1814; H:mnah T., born 1817, died 1825; Phebe Barker 
died at 2 years of age; Stephen Barker; Pamelia, who died in 
infancy, and J anc Barker, born in 1822. 

Sarah Keest\ l;orr. in 1785, married ,Tames Rogers in 1814. 
Their children and the· dates of their birth are as follows: 
Deborah, 1815; Henry H., 1817; Mary, 1819; Samuel K., 1821; 
James 'vV., 182:3: and Sarnh Ann Rogers, 1829. 

Samuel Keese was married in 1815 to Hanllah Rogers of 
J\Iarshfield, Mass., who was born in 1794. 'l'hey had t,vo chil­
dren, Stephen, who died at the age of 2, and ,John Keese, bo1·11 
in 1819. 

Phebe Keese was manied iu 1824 to Chal"les Cromwell 
1md they were the parents oJ' Samnel, Willian:i, Phebe Ann, 
,John, and Charles C. Cromwell. 

Mary Keese manied Danie ~Ierrit in 1824 and became the 
mothe1· of Titus 11-Ienit, born in 1827, Anna l\larea Merrit, Hen­
ry J\Territ, Franklin .i\lcrrit, Phdrn :B1

• Merrit, horn 5th month, 
15th, 1834; Elizabeth and Nehemiah Merrit. 

Anna Keese was united in marriage in 1824 with James 
Brown, and to this union five d1ildren were horn: :;\lary, Ste­
phen, Isaac, ,Tame,;, and Abigail Brown. 

Pamelia Ket'Se was married in 1824 to Sylvenus Brown 
and gave birth to SylYenus Brown, who had five children, . Ed-
1vin, Samuel, Hmm.ah, and Sarah Ann· Brown, the 1attc,r haying 
four children. 
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Grandc.hildren of Stephen and Ruth Keese. 
Deborah S. Keese married Abraham Onis and they were 

the parents of Emma Rnth Orvis, born 1840; Franklin K., born 
1842, and Edwin Ho,ve Orvis, born 1844. 

Stephen Wing married Rnh, ·wing, John ·wing, Samuel, 
ry Wing, Charles Vvying, Georgh Smith. Their children: Hcn­
·who died at 2 years, and Phebe Elizabeth Wing. 

Stephen K Smith married ;rane Keese in 1839. Their chil­
dren: Juliet Smith, born 1844: Samuel Smith, horn 1846; Ol­
iver Smith, born 1849; Panline Elizabeth Smith, born 1850, and 
Burret Smith, horn 1852. 

'rhomas I. Townsend married Bliza 'r. Smith in 1842. 'rheir 
children: Bugene 1'ownsend, Helen ;\lary Townsend, "rhomas 
Townsend, Martha Lonise 'l':nvnsend and l\Iarshall Townsend, 
who was born in 1852. 

John I. 1'uller married D,-,b:wah Rogers and they had one 
child, Sarah Abby Tuller. 

Zaccheus ·willg married Mary Rogers. They had two chil-
dren, ,James Hrnry and :BJsther ·wing. 

John H. Barker married Eliza D. Barker. Their children: 
Hannah T., Caleb, Margaret ,Jane. and Ruth Barker. 

Nathan Lapham mnrried Jane Barker. 'l'heir ehildreu: Ar­
den B. Lapham, Ruth, Edwin, ,Toseph, and Cathc,rine Lapham, 
who was born in 1855. 

John Keeae married Jemima IIarght, who dic'.d after be­
coming the mother of Jacob vV. Keese, who <lied in infancy, 
and Eliza Hannah Keese. 

Stephen Keese married lfaniet --- in 1844, and they 
·were the parents of Charles Edwin, born 184G, died 1850; l\fa­
ry I-I., horn 1849; Louise Ruth, born 1850; Augusta, born 1851; 
Clark, born 1854; Ruth J\/L, born 1858 ; and ·wmiam Keese, who 
was born in 18Gl. 

Wilson Brown married Ruth H. Keese: Died 111 185::i. 
Their children: Charles Brown, William Brown. 

Charles Keese died in :Maine unmarried. 

FIFTH CHILD. 
RICH.ARD KRESE, who wa,; born 7th mouth, 7th, 1761, and 

who died Gth month, 27th, 1821, married Anna H:11lock---who wos 
born 8th month, 11th, 1768-in t,he year 1784. Their children: 
Ruth Keese was 1.Jorn 3rd month, 21st, 1785; ·William, born 9th, 
25th, 1786: l\lary, born 9th, 13th, 1788, died 1810; Anna, Lorn 
11th, 1st, 1790, died 1833; Elizabeth, born 12ti1, 29th, 1792; 
Ji,ichard, born 11th, 2:h•d, 1794; Oliver, born 8th, 27th, 1796; 
Peter, _born 5th, 22nd, 1798, died 1875; Hannah, born 8th, 1st, 
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1800; Guli ]iJlma, horn 7th, 1st, 1S02; Persis, born 9th, 1st, 1804, 
died 5th, 21st, 1825. 

Ruth Keese married 'l'imothy Earl of Massachusetts in tlrn 
year 1806, 1st month. Their children: Anna K. Earl, born in 
1806; Richard K., born 1809; Edward, born 1811; Perses, born 
J 813, died 1820; Sarah, bom 1816, died 1831; and Mary B .• born 
in 1819. 'rimothy Earl died 3rd month, 23rd, 1819. 

Ruth Earl, his widow married his brother, Henry Earl, in 
the year 1S21. Their children: Lydia li]arl, born 1822; 'I'imo-
ihy and Thomas, born in 1823; and Oliver K., b01·n in 1824. 

William Keese married Lydia Hoa.g 1st, 2nd, 1812. 'rheir 
children: Robert E. Keese, bon 9th month, 13th, 1812; Ander­
son, born 2nd, 11th, 1815; l\lary B., born 9th, 19Lh, 1817; Anna 
G., born 10th, 26th, 1821; Elizabeth E., horn 3rd, 30th, 182;3; 
Lydia, born 1st, 11th, 1827, died 5th month, 1830; Persis, born 
Gth month, 18th, 1829, died 11th, 21st, 1830; William R., born 
10th, 5th. 1831, died 6th, 11th, 1832. Lydia, wife of William 
Keese, died 12th month, 7th, 1881. He married Hannah Earl of 
Leicester, Mass., 6th month, 13th, 1833. 

_ Mary Keese married William Bowron 1st mouth, 1st, 1807. 
}'heir child, Joseph Bo-.vron, was born 4th month, 1st, 1810. :l\fa­
ry, wife of 'William Bowron, died 6th month, 12th, 1810. 

Anna Keese manied ,Joseph Lopham of. -Danby, Vermont, 
8th month, 3rd, 1806. '!.'heir children: Eliza Lopham, born 
~Jrd month, 29th, 1810; Richard A., born 11th month, 22nd, 1815; 
Cynthia A., born 7th, 28th, 1818; George, the <late of whose 
birth is unnoted; Nathan, born 10th month, 24th,· 1820; Oliver 
K., born 4th month, 1st, ]823. Anna, wife of Joseph Lopham, 
died 10th month, 24th, 1833. 

Elizabeth Keese married George Irish 10th month, 4th, 
1821. Their children: Abigail Trish, born 5th month, 18th, 
1822; Hannah, born 12th, 7th, 1823; Presis K., born 5th, 11th, 
1825; George, born 8th, 30th, 1827; Richard K., born 5th, 3rd, 
1829; Guli Elma, born 12th, 16th, 1830; Henry, horn 8th, 29th, 
1832; Oliver, born 5th, 20th, 18:35. 

Richard Keese married Lydia I-lurlbllt of Ver-mont, 9th mo., 
17th, 1817. Their children: Gulia A. Keese, born 1st mo., 13th, 
1820; Phebe H., born 2nd, 21st, 1823; Richard, horn 11th, 18th, 
1825, died 10th, 25th, 1826; Richard Henry, born 7th, 12th, 
1827; J arnes, bom 6th, 10th, 18~9; Lydia, born JOth, 8th, 1832, 
died 10th, 29th, 1836; Hurlbut, horn 8th, 27th, 1835; Ellen Ma­
ry, born 1 J th, 20th, 1838, died 'ith, 23rd, 1841. 

Oliver Keese married Tuiary S. ]'isk of Keeseville 7th month, 
10t_h, 1823. 'rheir children: .Mary P. Ke,\se, born 11th month, 
11th, 1825, died 1898; Oliver, born 7th, 9th, 1830, died 1888; An­
lla, born 2ud, 28th, 1832, died 8th, 27th, 1832; Josiah Fisk, born 
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11th, 8th, 1836; Phebe L., born :1rd, 29th. 1839; Elizabeth F'., 
born 9th, 14th, 18<11, died 1st, 17th, 1843. 

Peter Keese married l\>Iary D. 'rhorn of Dutchess county in 
the year 1826. Their children: Samuel '1'. Keese, born 12th, 
23rd, 1827, died J890; Phebe Ami, born 12th, 30th, 1830, died 8th 
mo. 27th, 1831; Richard, born 7th, 14:th, 1833; ::'IIary D., born 
7th, 23rd, 1835, rlied 1861. 

Mary D., wife of Peter Keese, died 8th month, 10th, 1835. 
He afterwards married i\Ielinda A. Perris in 1838. 'rheir chil­
dren: Julia Anna, born 1847, and Sid111011, born 1848. 

Descendants of Peter Keese, 
Bor:n 5th month, 22nd, 1798. 

Samuel T. Keese, Lorn 12th month, 23rd, 1827, married Caro­
line Merrit of Poughkeepsie. Their children, Mary T. and Wil­
liam Keese, died. 

Caroline Keese, wife of Samnel Keese, died in 1865, he mar­
ried Phebe Merrit of Brooklyn. 'rheir children were born as fol­
lows: Zayde B. Keese, 1866; Herman, 1867; Grace W., 1869; 
Louise vV., 1870; George NL, 1872. 

Richard P. Keese married Anna Ha,Yxhurst of Rahway, N. 
,J., in 1867. Their children: Percy Keese, born 1868; Pauline S., 
Lorn 1870; :B1rank I-I., born 1874. 

Sidmon T. Keese, son of Peter and JVIalinda F'erris (his sec­
ond wife) was bom 10th month, 18th, 1880, married 1\Iary An-• 
rlerson in 1865. They had a son, Sidmon T. Keese, born 1866. 

Julia S Keese married William Roden Dnff of Costa Rica, 
bi 1874. 'l'heir child, Agnes Duff, was born in 1875. William 
Roden Duff died in 1875 and Julia, his wife, married William La­
matum Dnff of Memphis, Tenn., in 1880. Their child, Lee Cal­
l1oun Duff, was horn in 1881. 

Hannah Kee;;e married Elia[-: A. Huelhurt of Vermont 11th 
month, 28th, 1822. Their childn:n: Mary, born fith, 10th, 1825; 
Nathan, born 5th, 12th, 1827; Richard K., born 7th, 5th, 1829, 
died 9th, 13th, 1;;::;2; Helen K., born 9th, 4th, 1831; Elias Neil­
son, born 6th, 7th, 1834, died 8th, 1st, 1835; Elias A., born 2nd, 
24th, 1837; Anna K., born 4th, 12th, 1840; Cynthia, born 6th, 
2nd, 1843. 

Gnli Elma Keese married Silas Arnold of Peru in the year 
1823. Their children: Elisha Arnold, born 9th, 15th, 182i'i, 
married Charlotte McLean; Mary Ann Arnold, born 12th, 24th, 
1832, maITied Wipston Watso;n, 
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Marriages of the Grandchildren. 
Anna K. Earl married Samuel I-I. Colton of Worchestei:, 

:Mass., in 1830 arnl died in the spring of 1842, leaving no chil-­
dren, having buried one aged 7 days. 

Edward Barl married Ann Buffnm of Rhode Island 1st mo., 
10th, 183::i. Their child, Ann B. J<.Jarl, wa,-1 born in 1837. 

Mary B. Earl married ,Jonathan L. Slocum of Providence, 
R. I., 9th month, 1840. Their child, Edward E. Slocum, was 
born in 1811. 

Robert E. Kcwse married Sil rah H. Bmton of Dutchess Coun­
ty, 4th month, 27th, 1836. 'rl1efr children: Lydia P. Keese, born 
~ird, 21st, 1837; Caleb B., born Dth, 8th, J 839, died 3rd, 5th, 
J 840: Emma, born in 184 7. 

Anderson Keese married Alma E. Hallock of Erie, Pa., 11th 
month, 5th, 1843. 

Mary B. Keese married Jonathan Battey of Starksboro, Vt., 
1st month, 1st, 1839. 

Eliza Lapham married Caleb D. Burton 1830, died 1840. 
Richard A. Lapham married Margaret Hoyle in 1843. 'I'heir 

child, Anna :Elizabeth Lapham, was born 4th, 1st, 1844. 
Cynthia A. Lapham married Horatio Nelson Peabody. They 

lrnd a son, Georg,3 James Peabody. 
Nathan Lapham manied ,fane R Barker. 
Julia A. Keese married John P. Nelson of Ne,Y Orleans, La., 

~1th month, 5th, 1839, died 5th month, 23rd, 18'"11. Their child, 
Julia K. ":folson, was born 7th month, 10th, 1840. 

Phebe IL Keese ma.rried ,Joseph R. Barnum Gth, 18th, 1845. 

Descendants of Oliver Keese, 
Born 8th month, 27th, 1796. 

Mary P. Keese, born 11th month, 11th, 1825, married vVal­
ter Doty of Northumberland, N. Y.. 'l'heir children: lVIary So­
l'hia, T. K., Lorraine K., and John Doty. 

Oliver Keese, born 7th month, 0th, ]830, nrnnied Jane Pield 
of Keeseville in 1853. 'l'heir children: Oliver Keese, horn in 
1854, died J 878; ,J cnnie, born in 1855, died in 1864; Susan, born 
iu 1858, died in J8GO; William K., born in 1861, died in 186:!; 
George P. Keese, born in 18G7, maniecl and had (Ille son, Oliver, 
who lives in California; Louise 11. Keese, born in 1872, marriPd 
William Barker and had one dm1ghter, Dorothy, 1904. 

Phebe Lorraine Ke(:se manicd Robert 'l'rivct1. of Poug·h­
keepsie, N. Y. 'rheir children: Myra ,J. 'l'rivett, born 1st 
month, 23rd, 186:5, married Robert Barley, had one child; :Mary 
L. Trivett, born ,1th montli, 186(i, diecl 7th month, 11th, ]866: 
Isabel 'l'rivett, b,wn 5th month, 1867, died 8th month, 11th, 1867. 
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Descendants of Hannah Keese, 
\Vho Married Elias Hurlbert. 

19 

:Mary Hurlbert married L. ::'IL Ames Aug. 27th, 1845. 'l'heir 
d1ildren: Charles Frederick Ames, born 1846, died 1852; Har--
1-iet Ames, born 1849; Elias Hmlbert, born 1851; Samuel, born 
1854. 

Nathan Hurlbert married Annie Reichum in 1859, had one 
child who died in infancy. 

Helen Hnrlbert married Henry K Smith in 1856. Their chil­
dren: Gertrude ::\fauneng, horn 1858, Alice Earl born 1860, An­
na Brewster 186~, Hattie born 1862, Howard born 1867, Freder­
iC'k bor:q_ 1870. 

Elias Hurlbe1-t nnrried J\hry L. Smith. Theie two children, 
Florence Hurlbert and Baby Hnrlbert, died in infancy. 

Anna Hurlbert married IIo,vard Brmrnter in F'ebruary, 1876. 
'l'heir child, Henl'y, died young. 

Marriages of the Grandchildren 
Of Silas and Hannah Hurlbert. 

Hattie Ames married R. D. Boughton, Jr., in 1876. Their 
c:hild, Helrn .l\1ary, was born in 1881. 

Elias D. Ames married Eleanor Bushnell in 1876. 'l'heir 
children: Joseph Bushnell, 187S; Frederick 1V., horn 1880, died 
.1887; Samuel, born 1882. 

SIXTH CHILD. 

W[LLIAJ\1 KEESE, born 9tl1 month, 18th, l 7G3, died 11th 
month, 23rd, 183ti. ::'.fatried Pumelia Allen, born ~nd month, 
2:3rd, 1769. 'rheir children: 

Eunice Keese, bnru 2nd month, 9th, 1797, marrie<l. J·onathan 
~~Iacornber in the year 182~. Their children: Richard Macomb­
Pr, bom 10th, 2nj, 1824; William, born 2nd, 26tl1, 18~6; ·Willits, 
horn 8th, 13th, ] 827; Parndia, Hannah, Matilda, .John, and Mar­
garet l\lacomber. 

Kesiah Keese, bon1 ;,th month, 5th, 1800, died 11th month, 10th, 
1864, married Nathauid Hauson in the year 1840. Their child, 
Caroline Hanson, was burn 4th month, 8th, 1843. 

'l'he wife of William Keese died and in th<, vear 1810 he 
married Jemima Bunkc1·, born 11th month, 22nd, J°778, died 4th 
month, ]G, 1844. Tlwir ehil<l.rf'.11: 

Gnlia Keese, bom 4th 111onth, 25t11, 1810, died 11 month, 7th, 
18:30. Married Henry Rogel'S. 

Elizabeth Ann :Keese, born :3rd month, 26th, 1812, married Wil­
liam Shepherd oE Rar-at.)g·a in 1s::m. ThPie rhil<l, Ca]Pb William 
Shepherd, was l101·u in 18,LJ. 



20 KEESE FAMILY HISTOR~ 

Willits Keese, horn 11th month, 26th, 1813, died 2nd month, 1st, 
1888, married Caroline Barker in 1835 Their children: Guliel­
ma Keese, born 18:36; Caroline, horn 1838; Rebecca B., uorn in 
1840; William B. Keese, born 1845. 

Pamelia Keese, born 9th montl1, 6th, 1817, died 3rd month, 
18th, 1898, not married. 

Catherine Keese died in elevc>11 months. 
William Keese, horn 12th month, 18th, 1819. 
Jemima Keese, horn 12th, month, :30th, 1823, not manied. 

SEVENTH CHILD. 
JOHN KEESE, died while young. 

EIGHTH CHILD. 
ELIZABETH KEESE, boru Dth month, lGth, 1768, daughte1· 

of John and Elizabeth Keese o.f Long Island, married Henry 
Green of Peru in 1788, died 12th month, 2nd, 1801. Their 
children: 

Mary Green, born 2nd, 1st, 1789, died 1801. 
Phebe Green, born 6th, J st, 1791. 
Jane Green, born 3rd, 27th, 1792. 
John Green, born 1st, 18th, 1798. 
Stephen Green, born 1st, 14th, 1797, died 9th, 27th, 1822. 
Sarah Green, born 1st, 5th, 17~9, died 2nd, 2nd, 1819. 
Calif Green, born 12th month, 11th, 1800. 

Jane Green married Samuel Peasley in the year 1813. Their 
children: Henry Peas1ey, born 7th, 7th, 1814; Jane :'.\l. Peasley, 
born 12th, 15th, 1816, died 3rd. 24th, 1824; John Peasley, born 
12th month, 13th, 1816, died 7th, 8th, 1820; Enocl1 Peasley, born 
3rd, 15th, 1821. Jane Peasley, wife of Samuel Peasley, died 6th 
month, 26th, 1822. 

John Green married Sarah Hayworth in 18:n. 'l'heir chil­
dren: George Green, born 6th month, 10th, 1819; Jane Green, 
born 9th month, ~0th, 1822: Eliza beth Green, born 1st month, 
25~h, 1825; Henry Green, bom 2nd month, 8th, 1827, died 12th 
month, 29th, 1827; Richard Greem, born 12th, 3rd, 1828; Mary 
Green, born 3rd, J 2th, 1833; Margaret Green, bon1 2nd, 22nd, 
1834; John Green, Jr., born 3rd, 17th, 1837; Sarah Bllen Green, 
horn 1st month, 2nd, 1839. 

Phebe Green married ,facob Bowron and w1B the mother of 
ten children: Elizabeth, CalelJ Pletcher, Henry, ,Joseph, ,facoh 
W., Stephen, Mary, Sarah, Mary 1''., and Phebe ,"f. Bowron. 

Marriages of the Grandchildren 
0:B' ELIZABETH .AND HENRY GREEN. 

Elizabeth Bow!'on, daughter of ,Jacob and Phebe Bowron, 
married James Ni.chols in the year 1827. They had a daughter 
imd son, Lydia Nichols, born in 1828, and James Nichol<'\ in 1831. 
Elizabeth, wife of James Nichols, died in the year 1832, 
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Henry Bowron, son of Jclcol1 and Phe1Je Bowron, married 
nnd had one daughter, Phebe Bowron. 

Jane Green, daughter of Jolm and Sarah Green, married Geo. 
Parks of Keeseville. 
NINTH CHILD. 

l\IARY KEESE married Peter Hallock in the year 1792; she 
died 8th month, 31st, 1831. Their children: 

Elizabeth Hallodi:, born 10th, 7th, 1793. 
,Joshua Hallock, born 12th, 12th, 1795. 
John Hallor:k, born 2nd, 2nd, 1798. 
,T eremiah lfa.llock, born 2nd, 10th, 1800. 
Isaac Hallock, born 8th, 17th, J 802. 
Phebe Hallock, horn 10th, 31st, 1803. 
George Hallock, born 5th, 15th, 1804. 
Sarah Hallock, born 4th, 30th, 1808, died 18:31. 
Addison Hallodr, born 6th, 8th, 1811. 
l\Iary Ann Hallock, born 6th, 18th, 1814, died 9th, 8th, ]831. 

Elizabeth Hallock married .James ,Jackson in the year 1811. 
'l'heir children: Peter Hallock ,Jackson, born 5th, 25th, 1812, 
died 3rd, 18th, 181 :1; Hiehard 'l'itns, born 9th, 10th, 1813; George 
I-.1.., born 8th, 14tl1, ]815; Daniel, born in 1817. Elizabeth Jack­
son, wife of James ,T ackson, died in the year 1819. 

,Joshua Hallock married Eliza beth Stafford in the year 1819. 
'l'heir children: i\lrna K Hallock, born 2nd, 17th, 1820; Mary 
K., born 12th, 10th, 1821; Peter, born 9th, 28th, 1823; Sarah Ann, 
born 2nd, 8th, .1826; Emil:v K., born 2nd, 14th, 1829; Delia 'f., 
born 2nd, 18th, 1833; John Keese, born 3rd, 21st, 1833; F'ritz 
Green, born 81;h, 10th, 1840; vVill iam Henry Hallock, born 1st, 
:11st, 1843. 

John Hallock rn arriecl Melissa Griffith in the year .1818. 'l'he 
names of their children are as follows: Sylvia Hailock, born 9th 
month, 6th, 1819; 'l'hursia, Jemima K., Nancy, Mary Ann, Elisha 
Arnold, Jane Ann, Isaac, Melissa, and they lost two that died 
young. 

Jemima Hallock married ,James Ricketson in the year 1822. 
'l'heir children: (;aroline E. Ricketson, born 11th, 29th, 1828; 
-;\Ielissa, born 3rd, 3rd, 1831; Mary, born 6th, 10th, 1833; Lydia, 
horn 8th, 30th, 18::lfi; Phebe Ann, born 11th, 7th, 1837; Peter K., 
born 12th, 1st, 18-1-0, and ,T emima K. Ricketson, born 11, 18, 1842. 

Isaac Hallock married Abigail Smith, of Peru. Their chil­
d.ren: Mary Elizabeth, Julia Ann, Richard, Phebe, Sarah, Me­
lissa, Addison, and Isaac Hallock. 

Phebe Hallock married Stephen Ricketson in the year .1826. 
'l'heir children: Ann 'f. Ricketson, born 3rd, 10t!1, 1827; Mariet­
ta, born 4th, 29th, 1829; Sarah H., born 9th, 13th, 1.833. 

George Hallock married Polly Calkins and had one daughter, 
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Lydia Ann llalloz-k. Polly Hallock died and he married 1\Iary 
Gillford, who bote him one son who died young. After J\Iary's 
death he married Amanda Slwldon of WillbouroHgh, all(l they 
had two sons, George P., and Charles Hallock. 

Addison Halloek man-ied .'.\laria Brockway of Pernin 1888. 
They had a child, J\hnei-vn, Halloek. 

MARRIAGES OF TlJl<j GRANDCJULDREN. 

Alma E. Halloek married .AndrC"w Keese 11th month, 11th, 
1843. They had three children. 

Sylvia Ifallo('k manied -~--~Paine in the year 1833. 'rhey 
had two sons. 

Thursa Hallock man-ied ---- 'Wright. lhd a son and a 
daughter. 

TENTH CHILD. 

JOHN KBESB (Ill), born 6th month, 27th, 177:J, married 
Hannah Rogers in 1800. 'l'heir thildren: 

Stephen R. Keese, who married Sarah Gove. 'l'heir children: 
,Tonathan G., lfarrnah R., Elizabeth D., Jason E., Vvillis 'r., Na­
than R., Isaac II., John E., Matilda E., Loretta l\L 

Lydia R. Keese, ·who married Leumas Cook. Their children: 
Samuel and Mary Jane Cook. 

'l'itus Keese, married Martha ::\litchner. 'l'heir children: Sa­
rah Ann, Lydia, Mary, and Uulia Keese. 

Silvia Keese, who ched 11th month, 28th, 1803. 
Elizabeth Kees;J married Otis Dillingham. Their c:hildren are : 

John, Hannah and Deborah Keese. 
Hannah Keese, who married Chas. Conlin They- 1rnd one child, 

Jane Lydia Conlin. 

Lydia R Keese, a daughter of J olm Keese by his first ,vi:fo, 
. was born 8th month, 12th, 1803. She married Leurnas Cook; she 
died 5th month, 2, l8Dl, and he 4th month, 30, 189;3. They had 
two children: Samuel Cook, b01·11 in 1831, and l\lar~' Jane Cook, 
horn in 1833. 

Samuel Cook married Fidelia Norris 1st, 5th, J 8:"i4. 'l'heir 
children: Ella li'., born 10th, 28th, 1854; Alice, born 10th, 30th, 
1856; Harry, born Gth, 22nd, 18(i0; and Seldon, 1st, :=n, 1873. 

Mary Jane Cook married Rie hard J. House. 'l'lwir children: 
Emalyne L., born 4th. 7th, 1852; ]-,Jdward L., born 12th, 27th, 
1853; Nathan Willis, born 1st, 1,1111, 1856, died 11th, 26th, 1857; 
Caroli.ne, born 8th month, 1858. died 8th month, 1858; Catherine 
Sophia, born 9th, 8th, 1860, died Sth 10th, 1863; }fary J osephinc, 
born 4th month, 13th, 1864, died 1st, 14th, 1905; Andrew Foye, 
born 12th, 8th, 18G'7; George Herbert, born 9th, :1rd, 1870. 

Emmalyne L. House married Isaac Struble. Their _children 
are ]:<"ranees, Charles, and Robert. 
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l\Iary Josepl1ine House manied l\fajor B. Vv'. Leavelle and 
they had two danglitors, J\lary and Jlarjorie. 

Andrew Fove House nrnrri,,tl Gertrude Bado. 
George He1:Lel't House manied Susan Cora Adait\ 'l'heir 

t:l1ildren, Hobert .Adair, Forest Cook, and J aek, all. died young. 

JOHN KKE:SE nrnrried a second time in 1815, his ·wife be­
ing Sarah Benedict ol' Alum Creek settlement, J\lorrow county, 
Ohio. 'l'hey had six ehildren, all of whom passed to spirit lifo 
,vhile their father· yet lived except Richard, who married and hacl 
five children. ,J olm Keese died :!nd month, 12th, 1800, aged 87 
years, 7 months and 16 days. 

:B'ollowi11g is a 1·ecord of the children of clolm Keese by his 
1,econd wife, Sarah Benedict, ·who died Gth month, 5th, 1841: 

Esther, born 5th, 4th, 181G, di.eel 5th, 7th, 1833. 
Ann, bon1 9th, 20th, 1817, di(!d :3rd, 8th, 1818. 
Oliver, born 8th, 15th, 181:J, died fith, 5th, 18±1. 
Richard, born ()tit, 21st, 1821, died 8th month, 11th, 1874. 
Ann Eliza, born 7th, 12th, 182-L died 7th, 9th, 185D. 
Sam11el T., born G1.h, 2nd, 1827, died 11th, 22nd, 18;51. 

A1m Eliza Keese married William 1'1 isher in lS-12. 
Richard Kee:-;e married Gnliclma J\I. 'l'abor, 12th, 25th, 1847. 

'I'heir children: Harai1 Bvelyn, born 10th, 16th, 1848; 
Vvilfred, born 8t11, 24th, 1850; S:rnmel John, born 11th, 
1852; Willits Hanson, born Gth, 14th, 1855, died 4th, 19th. 
Cynthia Eliza Lenore, born 7th, 14th, 1857. 

Isaac , 
26th, 
1870; 

Sarah Evelyu I(ecse married 5th month, 15th, 1901, Dr. L. L. 
Benson. 

ef" Isaac vYilfrcd KAese marrie,l 8th month, 6th, 1871, Katie 
Hance. Their ei1i1dreu: Eva Lilore, born 9th, 22, .1872; Sada 
Lenore, born 7th, 14th, 1874; vViuifred, born 4th, 7th, 1881. 

E. Lil ore KeflSll married \Villiam IL O 'Bryan, 9th, 22, 1895. 
Their children: \\T1lliam Cedrie, born 4th, 26, 1897; Lyndall, 
horn 2nd, 1:3, 1801; Elizabeth, b,)rn 8th, 13, 1903; Elise, born 2nd, 
18th, 1006. 

Sada L. Kec,;e married Leon :N. 0 'Bryan, 7th month, 22, 1898. 
'I'heir children: Lowell Putman, born 9th, 7th, 1899; Douglas, 
born ;5th, 7th, 1902. 

Winifred Keese 1na1Tied Norman Samnel Abbott, 7th month, 
26th, 1908. 

Samuel ,J. Keese married Ev1.\retta Abbott 9th. 11th, 188D. 
Their children: P.ichard Ab butt, born 10th, 5th, ] 890; .Marjorie 
,lune, born 6th, 21st, 1892; Harrirt Elma, born 2nd, 12th, 1899; 
Annette, born llt:i, J,±th, 1905. 

Cynthia Eliz[-t Lenore Keese married Louis H. Rani1ister, 7th 
month, 10th, 1907. 
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ADDRESSES. 
Lenore Keese Bannister, 4.00 Douglas St., Pasadena, Cal. 
Eva Keese Benson, ::163 Ashtabula St., Pasadena, Oal. 
\V. I. Keese, Los Angeles, Cal. 
S. J. Keese, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Leon N. 0 'Bryan, Sampont, South Dakota. 
"William H. 0 'Bryan, Los Angeles, Cal. 

ELEVENTH CHILD. 

OLIVER KEJi;S.E was born 9th month, 21st, 1775, died 1st 
month, tith, 1850; married Paulina Lapham 2nd month, 11th, 
1803. 'rheir children: 

Nathan L. Keese, born 10th, 1st, 1803. 
Eliza Keese, born 8th, 18th, 1806. 
Aima Keese, born Dth, 27th, 1808. 
Cynthia Keese, born 11th, 28th, 1811, died 5th, 14th, 18f58. 
Mari.a Keese, h,n-n 12th, 3rd, J 813, died 5th, 2nd, 1881. 
Jane Keese, born 1st, 3rd, 1816, died 7th, 16th, ]853. 
Phebe Keese, born 2nd, 21st, 1819, died 1st, 20th, 1811. 
John 'r. Keese, bm-n 4th, 18th, 1824. 
Gulielma Keese, born 2nd, 24th, 1828, died 1st, 9th, 1835. 

Na than L. Keese married Ruth Rogers, 3rd, 27th, 1825. 
Their children: Anson Keese, horn 1827; Phebe, bo1·11 1829, and 
Henry, born 183:3. Benjamin Kliese, Charles Keese, Alice Keese 
und Winifred are ali-;o descendants of this family. 

Eliza Keese 's descendants are Oliver K. White, who has 
six children who live in :Michigan, one named Oliver K. White; 
Bliza J. l\loss and l\faria H. Taft., who has two boys. 

Anna Keese married Hosea 'iVhite and had thrt~e children-­
Phebe Southwick, Silas White and Cynthia Kimble. Cynthia 
:Kimble's daughter, Elizalwth has three boys. 

Cynthia Keese married Elisha Arnold, 4th, 16th, 18'.3G, by 
which union two children were born, Oliver K. Arnold and Eliza 
J. Arnold. Oliver K. Arnold has a daughter, _l\lary :K Ballen­
ger. Cynthia was married the second time to John J. Gurnsey, 
12th, 9th, 1852. By this union Rhe had two daughters, Susan K. 
Gurnsey and Pauline Lapham Gurnsey. 'l'he last named daughter 
had four children, Gurnsey Ellis, Pauline E. Ellis, Arthur H. El­
lis, and Florence E., who died. 

Maria Keese married Jonathan Hi11, 4th, 24th, 1856. She 
died in 1881 and iR buried in Buffalo. They had no children but 
took Pauline Guernsey when two years old and bought her up 
as their own child. 

Jane Keese married Stephen Smith, 9th, 5th, 1839. They had 
five children: Samuel K. Smith, ,Tuliett, Oliver K, Burrett, and 
Elizabeth. Samuel K. Smith's children, Agnes, Roland, Paul­
ine and Katherine, all live in Peru. Oliver K. Smith had two 
<;hildren, Edward and Jane. 
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Phebe Keese married Loren1.o Orvis, 2nd, 2:jth, 1840, and 
died in 1841, having given birth to one daughter, Phebe H. Or­
Yis, who lived in Flushing and died about 1898. 

John T. Keese married Lucinda Kelly and begot one son be­
fore his death-Philip Keese, who had two daught;~rs, Bessie and 
Alice Keese. 

Obituary of John Keese III. 
John Keese w2"s born in Dutchiss county, New York, the 2·1th of the 

6th month, 1770. Jn 1790 he removed with his p2.rnnts to Clinton county, 
New York, where he mr,rried and settled upon a farm, and became prcs­
perous in business and about the year 1810 engaged in the lumber trade, 
which at that time was very remunerativ,,. Having been very successful 
in this business the two previous Yr>ars, he emb,,rked largely in it in 
1812, and had just entered Quebec With a large rr.ft of ship timber wh011 
war was declared between the United States and Great Britain. A proc­
lamation was issued for all American citizens to le2cVe the province with­
in ten days. Here he was placed in a critical situation. It was impos­
sible for him to make immediate disposition of his lumber, and to leave 
it would result in the loss of his whole estate; to stay would subject 
him to a heavy pen:ilty and. imprisonment. He chose to risk t11e latter. 
After the time had expired he applipd to the provost P.nd succeeded in 
getting an extension of time, but wh.en this tPrm had expin·d be had 
accomplished but little in the settlement of his business. He then ap­
pli.ed to Parliament and to the Governor, who promised him protection, 
and gave hlm permission to st.ay and attend to his business, and prom­
ised him a passport whEin ready to return to the States. But the man 
to whom he bad contracted his lumber took advantage of the times, re­
fused to abide the contract, and would only buy at reduced rates and on 
2. credit. When his bonds became due he repudiated them, on the 
ground that the transt,ctions were contraband. His loss by this fraud 
was not less than $16,000; thus, after having encounttred great hardships 
and many perils in this enterprise, he was made penniless in a moment. 
While passing down L'ike Champlain with his raft, a violent storm arose 
and broke his raft, and he and his men narrowly escaped with thfir 
lives. Severnl weeks elrtpsed before the timbers could be collected tci­
geihfc'r, although a hundn•d men were in his employ. Had it not bfc'en 
for this accident the lumber would have be(m delivPred and pay received 
before the declaration of war. He returned home and gave up his whole 
,,state to his creditors--he n;served nothing, not Pven his pockd knife. 

Soon after this event-as one calamity oft,,n succeeds another­
his wifo suddenly died. Thus, stripped of worldly goods and his bosom 
compa.nion, he resolved to seek a home in the Western world. Assisted 
by his friends, he procured a horse Hnd saddle, and with a few shillings 
in his pocket, set off for Delaware county, Ohio, where he arrived in the 
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r,utumn of 1 St l. I-l•-re by lmtiring industry he secured in a short time 
fl honw. lH 1813 lw nrnrriPCl his second wife, trnd in tl11--ir ruclo forest cot, 
construct•·tl ,, Hhout lJoiLrds or ;u,,ils, nu,uy lrn1lllY ,lays were s1wnt. 

Ju 1821 the ll:nds around C,irtlington, the site ul' wlticli place was ·,lwn 
a wtlckrn,·ss, Wt're thrown into market, lJy purchase from the \Vyan­
dotte ludians, By the munificence of his friends at tlte East, and tll•i 
sde of his lot in Pc,ru township, lie w2_s enr:_\Jlpd to purclwse HiU acn•s of 
this hind, wLich he sd,_•cted on a.cconnt of its sup,•rior qm,lity of soil :md 
Umber, about thn·e milt's WE'St of Caxdingtuu, and which, by labor and 
frugality, soou became to ltimsc•lf :md family a comfort,cble l10uw. 

In 1832 his thugllter Esth1·r, ,;g1:d 16 y,,,,rs, died while nt school, rn·ar 
V.'ilmington, Ohio. She wp_s amiable and talPnted, and lie keei11y felt the 
loss. Ju 1841 his son Oliver d:ed. Ju 1840 lle buried his beloved wife. 
This stroke was severely frlt by Lin1; being more tltan twenty years lwr 
senior,' he had arrived 2J: ,,_n age when the comp,mionship of a bosom. 
friend is of inestimablf) wortlt. ln 1S49 his sou Titus died. In 1852 his 
youngPst s,;r1, Samuel T., di..cl, on his passage hmne 'from Californla, and 
his remains were buried benPalh the waves of the Pacific ocran. In 
1844 his daughtPr Eliz2,lJr,tll died in New York. Ln 18G9 his youngest 
daughtPr, Ann Eliz,;, J<'isher, died under very distressing circumstanc,-s, 
which :Jre well known to the public. This trying ev(•nt lle bore \vit11 
Christian fortitude and rcsigna tion. 

Tl11·f'e childn•n by his first wife, viz., StPphen R. KePse of Indiana, 
Lydia Cook and Hannah Conlon, of Cardington, aml one by his second 
,1 ife, Richard Kees(\ with whom he lived, survive him. 

As he declined he became more and more chilclliko-2,nd nmy we not 
sr,,y Christlike, hE'ing happy, chePrful, and contE'nted, social, plerna.nt and 
courteous, free from the p<c•tul,mce :rnd childishriess so oftpn the attpnd­
ant of old age. He set low value Upon his own virtups and attaiuments; 
lie was kind tmd submissive, always contented with his lot. 

He was deprived of privileges of a literary education wlwn young, 
imd greatly fE'lt his loss in this resppct. He SE'C!med an astronomer by 
nature, and without the aid of any works on astronomy ho acquired a 
corrnct knowlrdge of tlrn movements of the heavenly bodies; 2-nd wh,,n 
flbout sixty yercrs uf agP, he invpnted an apparatus for taking a correct 
map of the heavenly bodit·s, and also calculating longitucl<, by the [ixE'd 
stars. HE' found afterward thr,,t he w;,,s 2.nticipated in this last invenUon 
by a German astronomc-r, n ltl10ugh ho had previously no knowledge that 
such a method had rver bePn suggpsted_ While in thcs,1 invPs1igations 
J1p freqm•ntly becamci so much absorbE'd as to be apparently unconscious 
of A,nything 1mssing r,round him. He constructed sevPrnl moclels for im, 
provempnt in mt-whinE'rY, whlch ev;nc,,d great ingenuity. One for p]r_nt­
iug corn, two rows at a time, t-md in clwck hills, and sevNal for wind­
mills, on different plans, and continued these pffurts up to the v,Pek d 
his death. 

When young Jw acquired ihP :,rt of surveying, Pnd was much Pn5~g,•tl 
in its prr1ctice in the eRrly settlr·ments of nortlH'l'n York He surveyed 
large portions of EJs3ex county, including the rc•gion of thr1 Ar.lironda;ck 
mountains, th<J pl2ce mad,, memorn,blf\ as the residPncP of "Old John 
Bownp,'' In these surveys he "llcounte,rr,d great hardships, privaUons 
Rnd personal dangPr. He was ()ften r,,way for months bPyond tho limits 
of civilization and the :,_boclE's of mE'n. 

We have now only to speak of the last moments of our ven(crable 
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I,"riPnd. On tlrn 9th ius1' ., Ill-:, left his home with his littln graudd:rngllfor 
to make a soc:,d visit to so1w, of Iris n,Ja1ivf•S ".nd fri,·nds in Pnru town­
ship, ner.r Sontlt \Voocllmrr, L dist;,nce of about twdvP milE's. The- niglit 
(If the 10th, and th,1 grert,·r pnrt ,,f the dny of tlw 11th ho spent ,,,t ·;.ho 
home of a brotlwr-in-law, A. L. B,·1H,dict, and sr,,•mPd very clrnerful, re­
citing many of the scP1ws and :,clw·ntun-s of 111.s ,·:'rly lift.. The ni;ht 
of the 11th he spent with r>. sisinr-in-law, Esthn Levering, 2,nd from tll1 re 
on the 12th, it being Sabb,.th, hP \vent to tlw Frifl1ds ·nweting Mt Alum 
Creek, Whl'·re he s2t in great PJJ[Jur.·nt ch•voiion till its cl<>SP. Aft\0 r meet-
1.ng Ile went home with a frkncl, 'Drmil'l Osborn, to dine. In the aftf'rnoon 
he complailwd of pain in tile region or the heart; a cordh,l was r>.dmjnis~ 
tf-:recl and he frlt rdid, r,nd took a light dimH·r. TowFrd '"vening, the 
pain returning, his frh·nds thought it lwst to remove llim to A. L. Ben­
edict's. He srid, smiljng, it made but littlce differpnce where he was. 
,~'llile putting on some over-clotlu-•s a tremor came over !Jim, and his sis­
tpr-in-law said that he was too ill tu go. He replied that his ]wad f..,lt 
so_ badly tlrnt he did 11ot think he knew anything. He Sc>enwd to be sink­
ing ckl\Vn, ,,.nd was helped 611 r:" loungP, -where he soon ceased to brea.1he, 
having PUllined the 1mtri,crclrnl age of nearly e.ighty-sevPn years. Bis 
rem11ins wern numerously attPI1dPd to tlH-•ir fi1rnl rPsting place in Urn 
family burying ground, on tho 14th, by his friends and neighbors. 

(This a.rticle was pubUslu•d in d1P Ciudington Incl0p01lllent at tile 
lime uf his d,,ath, which was 2nd rnontl1, 12th, 1860.) 

Bi-centennial Held May 29, 1895. 
/'ft\ NE of the oldest places of ,vorship in the United States is 
\!II the ancien~ Quaker meeti11!5 ~10use in 1'1lrn,hi1~g, built in 

the days of :F1ox and Penn, it 1s all gray and liclum grown. 
Erected in 1695, it has withstood the vicissitndes of time, the 
desecration of th,i British soldiern-who used it for a stable-­
and the unceasing stress of wind and weather. It is a simple 
wooden structure and in an excellent state of preservation. It 
is sqnare, with a <1naint pyramidal roof, both roof and sides bP­
ing coverecl with shingles. Heavy wooden shutt,.)l'S are fatstened 
·with heavy iron hars. 'rhe building is put together in the most 
primitive manner with large hand made iron nails and spikes. 
The beams a11d timbers of the framework were hewn from solid 
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logs with nn ax. It is ma.rvelons that after two centuries the 
wood is stdl in snch a perfect state of pt'eservation. It proba­
bly was wdl seasoned at the time the meeting house was erect­
ed. 

The upper paYt of the building was used as n. school room in 
bygone days. With the 0x:ceptio11 of a new roo.t, put 011 a hur­
dred years ago, and an occasional coat of paint since, the ancient 
landmark is exactly the same as it was two centuries ago. 

The first meetings of the S,w.iety of Ii'riencls in :B'Lnshing 
were held in private houses at as early a date as 1648, though 
no regular body existed until lli60. l◄'rom the ei·ection of the 
old Bowne honse in 1661 until 1695, the meetings vi·ere held 
there and in the adjoining grounds, when t.he crovYds were too 
great to gain admittance in the house. Immense oak tables still 
rc.tand in the Bowne house kitchen that were used by the Quakers 
in their weekly meetings in that house. John Bowne also open­
r:·d the doors of his home to the outlawed Quakers, leading them 
from their secret hiding places of worship in tlw woods to th,~ 
shelter of his hoitse. He was banished from the eolony for his 
rash act and went to Holland. He pleaded the c::i,nse of Quaken; 
so well that he soon returned with an order for the tolerance of 
the despised and persecnted people-an order based npon the 
enlightened principles which had been applied previously in the 
(•ontroversy with the New Am.:;terdam Lutherans and Jews. The 
word he brought was: "'rhe r,onscience _91' men 0nght ever to 
remain free and unshackled.'' 

One of the most important events connected with the meet­
ing was the visit of George Fox in 1672. · So great was the crowd 
that flocked to hear him that the meeting was held near the 
Bowne house under the shade of two large oak trees. These 
trees lived until 184:1. Samnel Bo,vne Parsons, the celebrated 
horticulturist of Flushing, estimated their age at five centuries. 
Fox's visit to l◄'lnshing strengthened the society and led to som0 
important accessions. One of th(• most noted gatherings in th,~ 
ancient meeting house was on the occasion of thn visit of tlw 
English ¼luakc:r, Samuel Bownas. He spoke to t,v,> thousand peo­
ple. The Dutch, who were then settlers of New Amsterdam, or­
New York, and tsurrounding co111itry, were bittr.rly opposed to 
the Quakers and when the Dutch sheriff heard that Bownas was 
at the Flushing meeting house he procured a warrant to arrest 
him. Upon entering the building the sheriff walked up to the 
gallery where Bownas was preaehing-, read aloud the warrant, 
:md declared the Quaker nntler arrest. The members present ap­
pealed to him to dlow Bownas to remain until the meeting was 
over. The sheriff and his posse took seats in the back of th(i 
house to wait. 

Being unaccustomed to the silent meetings of the Qnakers, 
they said to each other in audible whispers, ""\,Yhy does he not 
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preach?'' Another said, '' He is a prisoner awl he does not 
dare." Bownas heard the remark and rose to his feet and deliv­
ered an extempore sermon of such rare eloquence aud feeling· 
ihat the dficers -were touched. After the meeting they left the 
bnilding without attempting to place their prisoner in custody. 

After bearing all kinds of persecnti011 for their religious 
belief, the Quakers liYed in peaee and harmony among themselves 
for over one hundred years, out the spirit of trnth and progress 
hecame rampant in this peaceful organization and tl1e liberal 
party, headed by the not<,d Quaker, Elias Hicks, of Jerico, Long 
Island, split from the main body of the Quake1·s in the ycat· 
J 828. 'I'hi;.; was a se-ver·e and heart-breaking rnpture. ]'amiiles 
and friends were separated, husbands against wives, parents 
11gainst children. 

When the final separattou nune the orthodox or conserva­
tjve side of the split left their seats in tl1e meeting house arnl 
walked out of it, never to return, leaving relations and friends. 
Tonehing scenes -were enacted on all sicles--parent.s trying to 
keep their children. -wives their husbands. As on0 elderly ,vom­
an left the meeting house with her husband an<l children, she 
passed her eldest and clearest daughter, who remained seate,i 
with her hnsban,1, a radical in the house. Agonized at parting 
with parents, 'brothers and sisters, the younger v,oman rose to 
join them, but her mother firmly held her hack, saying, "No, 
11ary, stay: thy place is with thy hushand." 

Among the many stormy events of Qnaker lif,, there is 11011,, 

that so nearly touches the heart DS this episodt•. After sixty-sc,v­
Pll years of separation the oppo,;ing factions joined together in 
celebrating the hi-centennial of the building of the meeting house, 
on May 29. ]895, the two factions-Orthodox awl l:-Iieksite Qna­
kers. as they call themselves-met together in the quaint 01il_ 
lmilding, the sorrow of the old tragedy of separation grown dim 
with years, and almost forgotten by the younger p•neration. The 
scene of so many historic cvenfa is still the same anil the 
staunch old hous

0

c gives promise of another centnry, when ii: 
may see old fends and strifes wiped away foreve1>, and the uni­
versal peace, for which Qnaken: had long ureaehed and worked, 
established among the nations of the earth. 



THE UNION. 

Early Settlement by the friends m Peru. 
Oth,,r historic skPtches hav(j ;,11pc::ircd from far more able 2,11d 

scholarly pens Urnn J. have any 11reLusions, snting forth the trnsurpass- d 
scenery, b,·auty ;,ml fertility of this highly fa,vored vallPy of the lake. 
It is surrounded by mnunff,ins, , ,xc,,pt on the northeccst, which precludf's 
;, 11 chance for dPs1 ruction by cyclo1ws 11ncl tornadoes. Out of the !till 
sidrn 2.rc gushing the 11urest of wat1srs, which, finding 1heir kvel in 
Lak,'s George rrncl Clrnm11lain, move c1i to thP grc•at north,-astern wat,-ry 
thoroughfare by thP Gulf of St. L,aNn•ncP, to be lost in the SPil.. Tl!e­
purity of the atmosphf,rP, frcmH,d by the frPsll bn·ath of VPrd2-nt mid 
lofty hilltops, the svr,rkling watf'rs, clear as crystPI, r,re a mighty safo­
guard against a multitude of dis--rs,,s prev2l,•nt in other places. lJrult-r 
thrne fr,von,ble influc-nces tlrn ;'ruit of tlrn v2clley is higl1Pr colored rmd 
lwttiT flavored, and commrnds bc•ttr•r prices in city nwrkPts tLan iru:t 
from any oth,-r quarter. lt embraces all the variE-ties of apples; pe,ws, 
plums >ind grapes, w;.th thous,mcls or bushPls rcnnu?lly of small fruit, 
,Yllich are shiv1wd to city markets. 

Thc1 first settlemE·nt of Peru by Fri(0nds was on Zeplmni>ih Ph!.tt's 
17,983 acrP location, situat<-:cl on th<-: Wt!.St side of LP.ke Cllamph,.in, 44½ 
degrees north lf<titucle, survpypd by Josif:11 Thorp, and completed Aug. 
Hh, 1787, comprising lots of 412 :·_er- s each, the south line ccnnmencin:s 
r1Pa,r the tenninus of tllP Lit.tl,, Ausr,1,ble, at th,, lake shun\ running dll<' 
west to Elkanah 'vVatson·s P,,.te1tt. Ze,phnnial! Platt's sc-cond loc2tion of 
12,000 acres was bounclrd, north by the south Jinn of the first location, 
thn south liuP, running through Ke<·sville w0stw8rcl. It was surveyed by 
'VVilli2.m imd John Keese, of Dutchess county, NfsW York, in 1788, who 
H1so latc,r made, subdivisions in ·,_he, grPat loca1 ion. Said KH<c'S'•S sdectE,d 
e·ach a .lot nf 412 i,cres, and n·turm-cl to Dutcl1Pss county. 

The March following (1789), \Villhm n turn(:cl upon tlu• icP [r,,m 
\:Vhiteliall to whd is sine" eall(•cl Peru Ln1ding, with axe,, gun, r-nd 
somP provisions, aud built it lug lwusfi on his chosen s1rnt, still kn,nvn 
r,s tlH! old Vv'illh,m Km se farm, Hi· cl,,an-cl a piec,0

-, 11ut in snnw wheat, 
nnd girclh·d morn for Indinu corn planting. He :s,,icl h,, hu1 110 nee· -
siun to spe:'.k rt lund word cluri.ng the f'ntire s,,a son, 8 s his compllnions 
were thosn named in tlrn she,,t let down by tlw fon,corners to Pet0 ·r, 
find tllr-ir "t,1,nH'n<>ss was shocking to Sf'P." Hr, n·tunwd in Uw fall to 
DutchPss couuty and marrin1 n wifH in Mal"ch, J7!h). \Vill 1r:m ?nd w,'fo 
r,•turm,d 8ccompnni<'l1 hy liis f,:itht·r r·nd mot hc-r, J<JLn :rnd ELzabPth 
Ke,•se, mid thn•e oth,·r brotllf'J'S, R:chard r•ud family, Oliv('r :u1d John. 
St(;phpn aud fnmily canw solm ilf1Pr tltl'ir faihn. Oliver and John ,wt­
tled on adjoiuing lots wc,st ,;f \,Vill'mn, running 1o thu riv•·r, r•.ncl built 
c-ast of the l"OUl, by Ri~Ji,;,rL1 L;:ph?.-m·s. Rich?rd Knes,-' dropp,-d down 
lJy a s11ring contiguous to the nw.mmo1!1 uino gruv0, st:curing most of 
it, leaving a will tlrnt it should not bf' cut noo1wr than ten Y"ars r1ft,-r 
his d<'misf•, \Yhich lwca1rn• of in- st:lrnabl,, vuluP. R:clmrcl was a m;:,u nf 
]lnseven,nce rnd forecast, ;;,ssisth1g mauy SPitlPrs by lPtting enws to 
rloublc, ..t f"ou!' y,·ars, nnd 1:ttn, with one .Jolrn Arn1nscn, imilt up K,,l·S<'­
villc. 
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C:wtain Edward Everitt, and Abednago Ricketson, with U,eir fami­
He•s, seltlf•d at the foot of wlrn.t is since called H2.llock Hill, and lwre in 
tllP unbrokf•n, howling wilclerness the smoke of tlw CP.mpfires was hnr­
rddPd aloft to grPf't the pr:ssing clouds wii.h thP a1mouncemPnt of civi­
lization. Henry Grent and wife, daughtr,r of .John Ke0se, sPttlPd at the 
Union, near whn0 the ·horse shed now stands. Pt>tn Hallock and wifP, 
claught,,r of .John KP(0 SP, s,'1.Ur:cl OVPr the riv<>r WPSt of thn Union. Thus 
tent after tent W.ts pitchf'd, accPssiblci only by a lim: of nmrkccl trf'e•s. 
HPre tlw reverbpn1tinn of tllP woodsman's axe•, n1d t!Hi terrific howls 
of. s,wage bPasts of pr<'y filled the chnpter of j,Jy End gri,,f. Their 
younglings 2nd snrnll stock WPre rr constr,.nt prpy unlPBs securely f?s1.­
enc,d by night, and WPre tit, n oft,n -tPken. Wild gnnw, 1112.plp sugHr, 
wild fruit, nuts, roots, fish ,incl gT1•ens of th,• for,·st Wd'<_, in great requi­
sition for subsistfnCP, aud gathered by th,, chilclra1. 

A great snow storm late in the spring causPd straw beds to br) emp­
tied to s:we tl1e crdtl,·'s livPs. C~pi::-in Ev<'riit snid hP worked ~• whol<' 
d,iy for onP-lrnH bush,,l of corn. Taking it on hi~ shoulclPr lw went i'J 

Peru Landing by mr,rkPll trec>s. ThPrc lH" found John Coe;hrnn and Jack 
Hayes had land,,cl, anll a son br;rn to Cochn1 n. J<.Jvprii.t resumed lii, 
jourm•y by 1rn1 rkf0 d trees tu Platts',nrgli mill, 2nd n·turrn,cl 111,xt cl,iy by 
the sr;me route. Ht> wns obliged '·, dig up R portion of his siwd poi a­
toes to eat. :Major Southmaid. of J,,y, l•-•ft a rr,cord that once a mouth 
lie shouldPred a buslwl of corn, w,mt by said lirn• of mark<·d 1 rees to 
Plattsburgh mill, and nturn.-.d 11<0 xt day, ::-, distanen of 1 wH1ty-five 111.lles . 
.John Hctff and family came; in 1793, took ?11 entirf' lot, 412 acres, ;,nd 
settled where; Schuyln Haff, a grandson,, now livr s. As late as 17!H, 
there was no rond excPpt a winding track bushed out to the l:Jke shor,·, 
by which, with sledge cencl oxo1 they llr,u!Pd in tlH·ir goods to their s·,t­
tlE>mPnt, the union. 

A ph·,cp of worship for 1.lw;;P Jsoh:.tf-cl Qu;,kers wDs pn·t tillcl p,uc<'l of 
their very bPing. A sitP around which they had clustnr·d and liv.·d in 
such unity and d,,p,-,ndence upon C'ach otlwr and upnn tllP God of nll ;w-
1:ions and races of men was tlrn one thing IHlPdful. A rude structun• \,·as 
built opposite Geo. P. B,-,r;_dleston's, of split logs for floor, roof ;,ncl 
bPnclws. Hc·rH in simplicity Pnd in truth WPn'. offen·d uv oblPt;ons, 
thanksgiving Pncl 1irayn to t!lP All Fi11.lwr Hncl Mother Goel, in the lov,, 
and spiritual union. 

Tlwn1 is a secn•t ti<" that binds 
Congenial minds together, 

A si!Pnt mingling hPr!.rt with hPart 
In part unknown to Pither. 

And this SWPet iufl11pnr0 mr,y be f<"lt 
Wlwn not a word is spok,·n, 

And to the outwr:rd sr·nse tlwrn seems 
To b0 no sign 01· 1 okr·n. 

And tliosP who 1wv,•r met bf'forP 
l\hly me,•1: ,rnd tlwn ]Jp partPcl, 

Although no word m11y 1wss bd.wr•pn 
F<Jd tlwy 11.rn kirnlrnl JH,artP<l. 

And such spirits meet and join, 
In convcrs,, with ,·,wit ot!H,r; 

How fre,• the inlerchangn of thongltt­
No fol•lings there to smother. 
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In removing the enormous growth of timber, huge piles were set on 
fire, which by night lighted up the ethereal n,gions with transports of 
joy, inspiration and surprise to groups of beholdprs. The ashes WPre P..p­
plied to crops, and later sold for potash. Rm,ds began to be opened, 
one to the lake shore and one r.hrongh wh(,re p,,ru now stands, where 
one John Cochran subseqtu•ntly built a saw and grist mill. The road 
was continued on by Salmon river to ·Plnttsburgh. Some time later, 
therp was ?. lumber ro?.d opPnPd by one Rog,,rs from Schroon through 
Pokr,,moonshine to the Uni.on w•ttlem,mt, whpre there wa"s a small stun'>, 
;, blacksmith ,m<1 shoe shop. The old, rude meeting house in which 01111 

Benjamin Earle taught school, being bur11Nl, and other families arriving, 
another larger une was built of much tile sanw mat0rial, on the William 
KPese farm, rrnd was used for dwelling, church 2nd school house. The 
school was taught by Benjamin Sherman, of Rhode Island, wlto was the 
clerk ot' the nweting. 

Although mostly descendants of the Puritan stock, the F'riends did 
not imitate the example of th('ir predPcessors by placing a cmmon on 
the roof of thPir sanctuay, by which to demolish their n·d brethffn of 
the primeval forest. But thPy grwe them freely, both hand and heart, 
RS bn-thren of the scmw common Father, reciprocating hospitalitiPs. A 
semi-monthly mail was had by :\n equPstrian. 

Yearly the society incre2s,·d by the arriv<1l of Bucks, Beneclicks, 
Thews, Southwicks, Davises, Br>rkers, EHrls, Bak0rs. Smiths, Bankers, 
Jacksons, Arnolds, Shermans, Woods, Fishr,rs, Osborns, Ni.choises, Hal­
locks and Hoags, 'T'hPse, mostly Quakers, with four or fivP families :ct 
the lake shorP, Cc)mposed the s,,ttlemr,nt of Peru in 179!:l, whose cPntr2l 
point was tllP Union. Judgp ))PLord, a French nobleman of great tal­
fmt and ability, a refugp,e from the horrors nf St. Domingo, built tlw 0 1d 
mansion and settled in tllP Union and made potash. AftPrwards he sold 
to James RogPrs, who movPd with R large fa.mily from TvfarshfiPld, l\fass. 
On meding days wPre SPPn short brnechPs, silver knPe :1.ml shoe buckles. 
81.PpllPn KePse settlPd on a l:;rg-c• f2rm, where Solomon Clark now Ev0,s, 
and built a grist and saw mill, and called the plnc!l GoshPn. 

As the sPttJPmPnt increr,s,·d :1, place of worship for the whnle P"!Ul)lP 
b,•c2me :c.ppr,n•nt, and an orgrmizr,tion undPr the auspices of the Nmv 
York yearly meeting wn.s formed, Which furnisllf'd nwmis to pay for ,, 
si.te, and helped to build a h,.rge :•,ncl cnmmndious house in 1802. It hn d 
galleries to ser,,t its hundreds. :end folding p:utitions. ThPY recngniz"d 
the right of womm1 to an independent public clw.racter officially trans­
:icting busin0ss, monthly and quarterly, relative to thFir own SAX. Cases 
of d01inquency wern judged by thPir pPers holding sistnly cnrrespond­
Pnce with nthr,r bodies, n·porting by repn'sentativPs yearly to Nc•w York 
yearly meeting of women pJl matters rnlative to their own SPX, institut­
ing inspection 2s to the morn.l strit,us of its members, namely: 

Are Friends crreful to atti•nd all our meetings for worship and dis 0 i­
pline? Do they perfnrm thPir promis0s and pay their ,inst dehts? Ar.-, 
they clear of tale-bearing and detraction 2nd of P.11 other unbPcnming be­
hRvior?. Are Friends' childn·n, ;rnd nll otlwn, uhdFn' their care, instruct­
ed in school ]Parning to fit them for 'busilwss? Do they discHrd thP us0, 
of wine at marriages and funerals? Are those in indigent circumstances 
amply provided for? 

The disciplinary intPrrogatories for tlrn male members werP in accord­
n.nce with th0, above, exc0,pting, "Are any in the habit 01' frequenting tav-
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erns, attending immoral places of diversion, holding a wager, and deal­
ing fo prize goods?" Friends were earnestly advised to discourage the 
system of war, and in no case to appeal to civil authorities for the re­
dress of grievances. Diff~rences must be referred to members chosen 
from the body. If any member should extend his business beyond his 
ability to manage, he is advised early to lay the subject before compe­
tent Friends for advice, assistance and recovery. All matters interest­
ing both sexes were considered by a joint committee. No decision reach­
ed by vote, but reforred for consideration. Both sets of representatives, 
with credentials to New York yearly meeting, were alternately aided by 
Wflliam and Stephen Keese, with some Friends in Vermont; each had 
a large thorough brace carriage, no nut or screw, with bolts. It took 
from four to five weeks to make the round trip. They were gladly re­
ceived everywhere by Friends on the route. It afforded them an oppor­
tunity to receive and communicate news, get acquainted, and frequently 
to select wives and husbands. Friends were bound by no creed or set 
belief, but left the aspiring of intellect-logically and scientifically-to 
investigate every shade and idea to its reasonable result. They recog­
nized the scriptural declaration that tllere are a diversity of glfts bestow­
ed upon the children of men to profit withal, amongst which are those 
of seer, the spiritual vision of knowledge, of prophecy, and of healing by 
the laying on of hands, diversity of tongues, and withal charity to covet 
spiritual gifts. ThPse are the safe~guards and mightY Pillars of the great 
temple of civil and rPligious liberty. 

Time having arrived for payment for lands, it was made by hauling 
wheat to Albany and selling it at forty cents per bushel. Companies of 
men went together, carrying their driily supplies. 

Friends were alive to the education of their children. Many were 
placed at the academy in Dutchess county, New York. Later a large 
academy was built opposite John Green's, where boys, on the first floor, 
were taught by C. Stoddard, Elihu Marshall, Samuel Rogers, and others; 
and on the second floor girls were taught by Mary Rogers, Phoebe 
Keese, and others. On mid-week meeting days teachers walked abreast-­
the school by twos marching behind their representative teachers in and 
out of the church. In 1S74 there were numbered, of children and youths, 
seventy first cousins of the Keese stock. As Friends do not believe in 
original sin, that where there is no infraction of a known law there is 
no transgression, Jwnce they accord to their children a birthright mem­
bership and religious training, to whom the blessed Jesus likened the su­
pernal heavens. 

An article appeared in the Plattsburgh RApublican over the signature 
of "W," of such artistic beauty, graphically depicting the scenery of our 
Union valley, that we make an extract, namely: 

"Whenever Archbishop Hughes, whose graceful taste, poetic fancy 
and elegant culture enabled him to enjoy such a scene, visited the little 
church perched on the aclivity of the western mountain, he habitually 
sought a particular rock from which he could best contemplate the mag­
nificent spectacle, and as he gazed on it in rapture he would exclaim 
that in splendor and loveliness it surpassed all the views he had be­
held in his varied wanderings." 

John Haight and 0th.er travelers, in crossing Hallock Hill, when first 
enraptured by the sight, have exclaimed "Behold Elysium! Glory to na­
ture's God in the highest." 
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Said paper also contained a eulogy upon the character and superior 
ability of Edward Hallock, which, with the single exception of his mam­
moth house, literally belonged to Richard Keese. Said Hallock was an ex­
tremist, and failed in every undertaking excepting breeding disturbances 
in society, and died in an insane asylum, the ·result 01' a mischievous 
life. Furthermore, Fitzgreen Hallock, the exquisite poet and author of 
the immortal ode to Bozzaris, was brother of Peter and Anna Hallock­
wife of Richard Keese-and no kin to said Edward. 

In 1828-9 several English Friends of orthodox proclivities came to 
New York, namely: Annah Braithwait, Joseph John Gurney, Robert 
Lyndsley, Benjamin Scabao and Anna Robinson. They drew from the 
treasury of the Friends in New York by the thousands, paid an enormous 
sum for a span of horses, carriage and harness in proportion, and sent 
out advertisements for a series of meetings, sowing dissension broadcast. 
On being admonished by Elias Hicks and other plain I<'riends, they said 
they did not come to learn the gospel of them. With their ecclesiastic 
shears they severed the society from top to bottom in 1832, fulminating 
disownments, claiming all the property and all religion, instituting suits 
for property on the ground of membership that they failed to take by 
storm, joining and mingling freely with any society that would reiter­
ate the foul charges of "Infidel and No Devil Quaker!" At length the 
decisions were reversed by the court of chancery, "that membership had 
nothing to do with the right of propt•rty-that the prior right belonged 
to the creators of the fund and should go to their posterity to the latest 
generation." All offers were rejected by the orthodox for equitable ad­
justment of property until aftPr the ehancery decision. 

Among those Friends that ministered at the altar, were Anna White, 
David Harkness, ,Jemima Keese, Elizabeth Irish, Samuel Ke::se, Catha­
rine R. Keese (whose graceful ,mdowments fitted her for any sphere) 
and Ruth Hoag. The existing members of the Friends, are Seth Hoag 
and wifo, Ephraim Hoag, George Hallock, Elwood Sherman and wife, Na­
than Lapham and family, Richard Keese and family, Mary Brown, the 
Greens, Mary S. Doty and S. K. Smith and family, whose membership 
has been transferred to Saratoga Quarterly meeting. Orthodox mem­
bers are, Jemima Ricketson, Platt Arthur and wife, Cynthia Keese, Da­
vid Hallock, Elihu Hoag and family, whose membership is transferred to 
Vermont Friends. Meetings are still held, when ministers of Friends 
come among us. 

In industrial matters, particular attention was paid to best breeds of 
neat stock. Peter Keese bred the Durham; W. A. Keese, the Here­
fords; Arnold, the Devons; Smith and G. Hallock bred a cross between 
Durham and Herefords, of which were some of the best animals of that 
day. A pair of twins, broke by Sherbenaw, took the first ($100) premium 
at the United States Fair at Boston, in 1856. They were taken through 
England, Ireland and Scotland for a show. The last accounts of them 
they were on their way to France and Germany. 'fhey would obey ev­
ery word of command. Their differfmce could not be detected by stran­
gers. For years the Smiths raised and broke matched oxen that took 
the first premium. Among them were a number of twins, and one yoke, 
six years old, is now on the stock farm in Vermont, perhaps the best in 
the state. S. K. SMITH. 

Note-The abovc-J artir,le ,vns pnbfo,hed in the Keesevillr, pa­
per in the year 1379. 
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William Kem;e married Mary Bowne of Flushing, Long 18-
land. Their children: "William Bowne Keese, born at l?ishkill, 
12th month, 7th, 1780; John Dobson Keese, born at 11'ishkill, 9th 
month, 20th, 1782; Charles 'l'illingfast Keese, born in New York, 
:~rd month, 25th, 1789 ; George, died at 26 years of ag-e ; 'rheo­
dore Keese, born in New York, 11th month, 24th, 1800. 

William Bowne Keese had six children. He was an J<Jpisco­
pal clergyman. One Johll Keese in this line ·was on General 
Washington's staff'. 

Note-The abov,3 was procured by Mrs. L. H: Bannister of 
:Mrs: John Keese, who lives in -Pasadena, Cal. I insert it, hop­
ing that some one ean explain it. It seems a little odd that vVil­
liam and John Keese should have both married Mary Bcwne. It 
is left for future biographers to answer. "\V. 1'. Keese. 

WHILE I WAIT, NEED I BE IDLE? 

The following poem was sent to the Independent by .Toshua Morris, 
of Thonotasassa, Florida, and was writtPn by one of his old schoolmates 
of the \.Veston district, west of C,:crdington. The poem wa:c: composed in 
November, 1884, by Mrs. S. A. Wortli, of Hesper, Iowa. Mrs. ,vorth, 
fifty years ago, was a Miss Sarah Ann Keese, and lived with a widow­
ed mother on the farm now owned by Geo. S. Coomer. 

I am waiting for thy coming­
,vaiting, watching day by day; 

Listening to thy ew,ry message, 
Thankful for thy long delay. 

Yet I know that thou art coming, 
Slowly, surely, hour by hour; 

Oft thy wings seem hovering o'er me, 
Kind, but fearful in thy power. 

·While I wait must I be idle? 
Need l lie with folded hands, 

Only sighing, feebly, sadly, 
As 1 wait thy dn18d commands? 

Waiting, must I needs be idle? 
·using not my one lone gift 

To while away the painful moments 
And my drooping soul uplift. 
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Not myself alone l think of, 
Cheerful do I try to be; 

Moments thus may sweetly pass with 
Those who kindly ~are for me. 

Those who watch me while I'm waiting 
Needs must feel the time seems long, 

Weary, sad-but it must seem brighter 
When my heart is filled with song. 

Song that seeketh not expression 
Through the medium of sound, 

But through tender tints and shadows, 
Soft as those in nature found. 

Busy were our mothers always, 
·working on from morn till night; 

Always had their knitting ready 
For the quiet, warm twilight. 

'l'hus they waited for the lighting 
Of the cheerful evening lamp; 

Thus they waited for thy coming 
Till Life's night grew dark and damp. 

Thus I'm wuiting for thy coming, 
J3usy almost every hour; 

Though the body's well nigh helplf'ss, 
Hands and mind retain their power. 

Oft my soul is filled with visions 
Soft as palpitating light; 

Hushed my very breath to catch them, 
As they float before my sight. 

Tender lights, mysterious shadows, 
Reai and ideal form; 

Softly breathing, full of sweetness, 
Brilliant, yet subdued and warm. 

Real and ideal blended, 
Harmonized with beauty rife; 

Tints of color born of heaven, 
Glowing with the warmth of life. 

Nay, I'll not ignore this power; 
Thus the only gift I have 

Held in trust, this heavenly blessing, 
I would use it while I live. 

I would work with patient pleasure 
•ro the last-beyond earth's strife; 

Thus I'd wait for thee to waft me 
Gently to the higher life. 

"Life is real! Life is earnest! 
And the grave is not its goal; 

Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
Wa~ µot spo~en of the soul." 
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Stephen R. Keese. 
Stephen R. Ktifa,e, born 8th month, 30th, 1801, m Clinton 

county, New York. His mother died ere he reached his twelfth 
year and Stephen went to live with his uncle, Willia~ Keese, 
where he remained until his father married again, then he came 
on to Ohio and helped to clear up two farms in ·what is now 
.:'lforro,-v county, one located on the east bank of Alum Creek, 
some ten or twelve miles southeast of Cardington, the other 
three miles northwest, near Weston meeting house. He labored 
hard and diligently until he Wa<,; twenty-four years old. 

'!.'hen he took a trip in the /'all of 1825 back to the scene 
of his childhood, and to see his girl that he had left behind him, 
Sarah H. Gove, daughter of Jonathan and Hannah Gould Gove, 
of Lincoln, Vermont. She was a blithe lassie five years his jun­
ior, well formed and intelligent, with auburn hair. Stephen had 
made this journey mostly on foot and as the journey was a long 
one he got work during the winter and spring, and they were 
married 5th month, 14th, 1826. There is a little incident connect­
ed with their wedding which I will relate as tolcl. to me by my 
mother. 

'l'hey were both members with ]'riends, hut Father's mem­
bership was in Ohio, a long way off, and no very · good way of 
traveling, and it cost fifty cents to send a letter if it weighed 
over one-half ounce. Friends did not approve of a marriage by 
a priest or a civil officer, but only in the regular way in meet­
ing and parents were liable to he dealt with if they allowed a 
marriage to he consummated in their presence, so to get around 
bringing her mother and father into trouble they arranged to 
have the Justice of the Peace to come to the house while her par­
ents were gone to mid.week meeting, and in the presence of her 
younger sisters and an aunt the knot wa,_s tied and all trouble 
was avoided, and the young couple soon set out on their wedding 
trip to Ohio. 

I do not know how they got from Vermont to the lakes, but 
they arrived in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, early in June. There · he 
left his wife with friends aud walked home, a distance of some 
fifty miles. I will let Richard Wood, an old friend of the fam­
ily, te11 this part of the story in his own way. In writing a paper 
for a pioneer meeting he makes mention of this wedding trip, as 
follows: '' Stephen Keese left his bride at Upper Sandusky and 
walked to his father· ·H house and procured a horsP and saddle to 
bring his wife home, but, negleeting to let down the upper bar, 
ihe horn of the saddle caught on the bar and broke the girth, and 
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Stephen broke dovm and cried, hut the repairs were soon made 
and he returned for his bride. Then after seeing her safely 
mounted, he took the rein and led the horse proudly home.'' 

They rented a house and commenced the struggle of life. 
lt appears that these young people did not gain much wealth 
while living in Ohio. The times were dull and wages low; 50 to 
75 cents per da,y was about all a man could command. He said 
that children came faster than money. I don't believe that he 
wished to complain of the presence of children in the home, but 
he wanted a home of their o,vn to put them in. .l?ather loved his 
rhildren and six were born to them in the eleve11 years they 
lived in Ohio, one pair of twins, one of whom died in infancy. 

In the year 183G they decided to go to Indiana, where there 
was go-vernment land they could enter. They bMrowed $100 of 
a friend (Samuel Howell, I think) with which to purchase the 
land. Father went on in the hpring to clear some land and build 
them a house to live in. Mother remained in Ohio until autumn, 
then she and four of the children came out in a r.overed wagon. 
She left my sister Elizabeth with her grandmother in Ohio. One 
Thomas Edmonson furnished the .conveyance. Th,i road was 
bad, through the woods, and it took four good horses to draw 
the wagon, and then they stalled several times in the mud. She 
brought two good cows and a pony that my brother Jonathan 
and one John Frame ro.de and walked by turns, and drove the 
cows. And they WE>re all glad to join :B~ather in their new home 
in the woods. lt was a small cabin with a wide porch on the 
north side. In this cabin I was horn, and some of the other 
children. 'l'here was an addition built to it later on to meet the 
needs of the growing family, and school was held in it, taught 
hy Ellis Davis. .About the year 1862 a frame house was built 
and the cabin abandoned. 

On this farm they lived until all their eleven children ma­
tured and married, then the home was sold. In the f>pring of 
1882 they went on an extended visit to their children in Iowa 
and Nebraska, where Father died at the home of their daughter, 
lfannah Haines, 1st month, 5th, 1883, and mother died in the 
year 1891, 9th month, 20th, and their remains rest peacefully in 
the cemetery near Franklin, Nebraska. Some of Pather 's writ­
ings are given on another page. 
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Children of Stephen and Sarah Keese. 

PIRST SON-
JONATHAN G. KEESE, who was born 10th month, 17th, 

1827, married Phebe A. Jones, 1st month, 21st, 18fjG, ·who was 
horn 1st month, 1st, 1836. He dtcd 9th month, 12th, 1863, she 
12th month, 6th, 1892. 'l'heir children: Sarah .Annetta, born 
:]rd month, 15th, 18::,8; Celestine, born 1st, 7th, 1860, died 9th, 
13th, 1862 ; Esther J ,eanna, born 2nd, 19th, 1864. 

Sarah Annetta Keese married Frank Pillsbury, 4th month, 
8th, 1882. ·rheir ('.hil<lren: :Myra May, born 12th, 2:Jrd, 1883; 
::\label Esther, born 7th, 27th, 18~)0; Lawrence Keese, born 8th, 
10th, 1892. 

Esther Leanna Keese was united in marriage with Benjamin 
Perguson 11th month, 2::-ith, 18~)1. One child, Phebe ::\larue, ,vas 
born 9th, 3rd, 1892. 

FIRS'r DAUGH'l'ER-

HANNAH R. KEE1S1'J, who was born 8th month, 29th, 1829, 
married Daniel L. Haines 10th month, 17th, 1852, \Vho was born 
11th month, 1825. Their children: Rosanna T., born 11th, 20th, 
1855; Alveretta, born lJth, 11th, 1857; Elwood D., born 7th, 9th, 
1860 ; Isaac lvl., born 10th, 2nd, 1862; Elnora, burn 8th, 21st, 
] 869, died 9th, 2,tth, 1882; Jonathan G., born 1st, 19th, 1872, 
died 2nd, 24th, 1S79; Stephen H., born 12th, 26th, 1867, died 
;3rd, 24th, 1808; 

Rosanna Haines married Frank Kimberling 8th month, 4th, 
1878. Their children: Arthur R ., born 1st, 31st, 1880; Shirley 
D., born 8th, 19th, 1883; Ulyde H., born 5th, 10th, 1886; Hulda 
:.1., born 6th, 9th, 1889; Lottie F., born 1st, 26th, 1892; Altie 'P., 
horn 11th, 26th, 1S9G. 

Alveretta Haines married Charles Scott 4th month, 19, 1877. 
Their children : Llrnra Belle, born 4th, 18th, 1879; Lily, born 
11th, 6th, 1880, died 11th, 7th, -- ; Grace Alice, born 3rd, 18, 
1888; Edna l\Iay, horn 5th, 15th, 1885; J<Jarle Keese, born 6th, 18, 
1888; Hazel Ruthana, born 12th, 26th, 1890; Ethel Maude, born 
5th, 29th, 1893; Charles Harold, l1orn 11th, 29th, 1896; Ralph Lu­
man, born 1st, 5th, 1900. 

Elwood D. Haines married ::\lyrtle :M. Craig 1st month, 5th, 
1898. 'rheir childrni: Edith 1-<"'ern, born 9th, 27th, 1893; Gladys, 
horn 8th, 30th, 1896; Edna May, born 6th, 4th, 1899. 

Js3,ac M. Haines married Florence A. Craig 1st month, 27th, 
1886. Their children: Pred, born 12th, 17th, 1886; Hazel, born 
f:ith, 2nd, 1892; ,John, born 7th, 7th, 1900. 
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SECOND SON-
WILLIAM G. KEESE, born 12th month, 4th, 1831, married 

Rebecca Ann Harter 1st month, 21st, 1858. Their children: Na­
than Orlando, born 7th, 15th, 1859; Wilburn Malclti, born 3rd, 27, 
1861; Sarah Catherine, born 11th, 30th, 1862; Emma C., born 
,Jth, 20th,· 1866. 

Na than Orlando Keese married Anna Adaline Luers, 2nd 
month, 14th, 1894. Their children: Royal Raynona., born 3rd, 
9th, 1895, died 3rd, 3rd, 1899 ; Harold Augustus. hom Gth, 20th, 
1896; Earl Wm., born 3rd, 20th, 1900; l\linnie Elsie, horn 7th, 9th, 
]902; James Oallauau, bo1·n 4th, 30, 1904; Arthur Luers, born 
9th, 24th, 1909. 

Wilburn Makhi Keese married Maggie Bell McOlaren, 7th 
month, 3rd, 1889. 'rheir children: Burley, born 4th month, 
5th, 1890, died 4th, 5th, 1890; Eva Lida, born 9th, 3rd, 1894, 
<lied 2nd, 24th, 1895; Evan Leonard, born 3rd, 2nd, 1896; Clar­
ice K., born 7th, 23rd, 1898, died 4th, 12th, 1909; Bernard, born 
2nd, 10th, 1904. 

Sarah Cather1ne Keese married James S. Dunning, 9th 
month, 18th, 1887. Their <;hildren: Erma A., born 8th, 26th, 
1888; Virgil E., born 2nd, 12th, 1891, died 9th, 23rd, 1898; Ef­
ner H., born 12th, 31st, 1892, died 11th, 24th, 1898; Ruth E., 
born 5th, 21st, 1894; Grace lVI., born 3rd, 16th, 189G, died 9th, 
17th, 1898; Almon K., born 9th, 8th, 1898, died 2nd, 3rd, 1900; 
Frank E., born 9th; 26th, 1901; '!'wins, born 6th, 18th, 1905, died 
13th, 23rd, 1908; Charles S., born 3rd, 17th, 1907. 

Emma C. Keese married F'. 0. Simpson, 12th month, 14th, 
1885. 'rheir children: Maud A., born 2nd, 27th, 1889; Lulu R., 
horn 8th, 27th, 1890; Pearl A., born 8th, 14th, JS92; Alta lVI., 
born 3rd, 20th, 1896; Willis V., horn 9th, 15th, 1904; Leonard 0., 
born 12th, 23rd, 1906; Cecilia J., born 12th, 21st, J 908. 

SECOND DAUGHTER--

ELIZABETH D. KEESE, vyho was born 10th month, 4th, 
1833, married 9th month, 11th, 1853, to Loammi Sibray, who 
died 3rd month, 16th, 1900. Their children: Mary F., born 7th, 
25th, died 9th month, 8th, 1854; Elvin 0., born 9th, 1st, 1856, 
died 10th month, 29th, 1859; Pluma: E., born 11th, 1st,· 18158; Eva 
L., born 12th, 7th, 1861; Wm. Willis, born 12th, 19th, 1862; Lily 
Belle, born 9th, 29th, 1864; Alvin Vance, born 9th, 11th, 1867. 

Pluma Sibray married Charles A. Collier, 4th month, 14th, 
1878. Their children: Orville Raymond, born 2nd, 28th, 1881; 
Everett Roscoe, born 3rd, 12th, 1885; Mary Elizabeth, born 11th, 
1st, 1891; Gladys Pearl, born 12th, 31st, 1895. 

Eva Lenore Sibray married Isaac l!,oss, 2nd month, 21st, 
]881. Their children: Lillie Rae, born 12th, 30th, 1881; Charles 
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L., born 7th, 7th, 1883, died 10th, 18th, 1908; Stf:lla Mae, born 
5th, 30th, 1886, died 8th, 13th, 1886; Arthur Loamrni, born 7th, 
6th, 1887 ; Hannah Elizabeth, born 7th, 23rd, 1889 ; Francis Lem­
uel, born 2nd, 13th, 1901; Caro Lenore, born 3rd, 11th, 1903. 

William Willis Sibray married Jessie A. Botkin, 9th month, 
~10th, 1891. Their children: Lillian Agnes Constance, born 2nd, 
5th, 1894; Donald ·Loammi, born 2nd, 13th, 1898; Janet Eliza­
beth, born 12th, 19th, 1906. 

Lillie Belle Sibra;y married Edward A. Grogg, 10th month, 
4th, 1886. 'rheil' children: Daisy May, born 5th, 11th, 1888; 
and Edwina ,Tune Grogg, age not known to writer. 

Alvin Vance Sibray marri~d Vandilla Brennan, 1st month, 
11th, 1891. Their children: Therma Lee, born lsl, 22nd, 1891 ; 
Lilla V., born 11th, 17th, 1893; Thella :.May, born 6th, 15th, 1897; 
Hilma, age not known. 

THIRD SON-

JASON E. KEESE, who was born 11th month, 6th, 1835, 
married Lovina Odell, 4th month, 14th, · 1861. He died 7th 
month, 1st, 1906. 'rheir children: Volney A., horn 1st, 21st, 
1862; Lyda Ellen, horn 2nd, 17th, 1864; Jonathan G., born 7th, 
15th, 1866; Harmah A., born 6th, 24th, 1868; 0. 'l'heresa, born 
2nd, 18th, 1871; Ida 13'., born 3rd, 22, 1877; Myrtle, born 11th, 
4th, 1880; Alfred R., born 10th, 6th, 1882. 

Volney A. Keese married Sarah Lutes, 2nd month, 26th, 
1893. Their children: Vessie, born 3rd, 1st, 1894; Arthur, born 
1st, 9th, 1896; Bernice, born 10th, 22nd, 1899. 

Lyda Ellen Keese married S. Douglas Green, 6th month, 
15th, 1887. Their children: Charley, born 7th, 7th, 1888; Ethel, 
born 7th, 17th, 1890; .M:yron, born 1st, 7th, 1892; Grace, born 
,tth, 10th, 1895; Ruth, born 7th, 24th, 1899. 

Jonathan G. Keese married Bertha Dunn, 2nd month, 19th, 
1896. Their children: Ada Marue, born 1st, 7th, 1898; Carrie 
Lucile, born 10th, 26th, 1900, died 3rd, 20th, 1903: Haymond Al­
fred, born 1st, 27th, 1904; Lester Gove, born 9th, 20th, 1905; 
Beulah Leanna, born 8th month, 1908. 

Hannah A. Keese married Robert Mann, 3rd month, 25th, 
1889. Their childreu: Mayme M., born 2nd, 4th, }890; Claude, 
horn 7th, 26th, 1882; Leroy, horn 4th, 4th, 1896; Ida, born 8th, 
9th, 1899. 

0. Theresa Keese married Charles Bill, 8th month, 28th, 
1892. Their children: Homer, born 11th, 26th, 1893; Maurice, 
horn 7th, 28th, 1895; Mary, bol'll 6th, 4th, 1897; Robert, born 
4th, 9th, 1900; F'lorence Alma, horn 10th, 25th, 1909. 

Ida F. Keese married Rev. Leroy Galleher, 10th month, 9th, 
1907. 
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Myrtle Keese married Adelbert I-Ielsebeck, 2nd month, 27th, 
1907. One child <lied in in.fancy, and Alice F'eru ·was born 10th, 
23rd, 1911. 

Alfred R. Keese married 'filly Olena 'rostenson, 3rd month, 
8th, 1911. 

l•'IFTH SON-
WILLIS 'r. KEJ,;SE, who was born 1st month, 15th, 1838, 

married Martha .J. Paxton 10th month, 18th, 1864. 'rheir chil­
dren: Francis D., born 7th, 15th, 1865; iVIary ,Johanna, born 
4th, 1st, 1867, died 6th, 11th, 1868; Phillip Elmer, born 11th, 
Bth, 1869, died 5th, 5th, 1873. 

Again married, 6th month, 26th, 1882, to Eunice l\I. Brees,,. 
J:i7 rancis D. Keese marries Cora Harmen, 12th month, 28th, 

J 892. Their child, Ada, was horn 10th, 6th, 1893. 

SIXTH SON-
NA'rHAN R. KFJJ<.}SE, who was born 12th month, 24th, 1839, 

married Almira White, 11th month, 21st, 1862. He died 4th 
month, 15th, 1901. Their children: Lilburn i\1., J,om 8th, 22nd, 
1864; Leanna May, born 7th, 12th, 1866. 

Lilburn 1\1. Keese married Nancy J. Atkinson. 'l'heir child, 
Burton E., was born 4th, a0th, lb87. 

Leanna May Keese was married to S. JVfaynard Ramsey, 
12th month, 29th, 1885. Their children : Dillard M., born 8th, 
12th, 1886; .Millard :M., born 12th, 31st, 1888; Ol'lena P., born 
11th, 19th, 18f10; Ordena E., bom 6th, 10th, 189:l: Brtena, born 
2nd, 27th, 1896 ; Hillard Ray, born 10th, 15th, 1888 ; Lovena S., 
lJorrt 3rd, 17th, 1902; Nathan Robert, born 9th, ~6th, 1904; Chas. 
l~verett, born 5th, 29th, 1907, died 2nd, 4th, 1908; Harold, born 
!Ith, 20th, 1911. 

SEVENTH SON-
ISAAC II. KEESE, who was born :ird month, 8th, 1&44, mar­

ried Maggie Brayton, 1st month 10th, 1878. Their ehildren: 
John Earle, born 9th month, 4th, 1878, died 9th, 20th, 1887; 
Harry Gove, born :lT'd, 25th, 1881; Walter Pols,1m, born 7th, 
29th, 1888. 

Harry Gove Keese married l\Iyrtle .May Chamberlain, 7th 
month, 28th, 1901. Their children: Bonnie Beatri<:e, born 8th, 
15th, 1902; Gladys Karral Bernice, born 2nd, 26th, 190•.t 

Walter Folsom Keese manied Ella O 'Kane, 5th month, 5th, 
1909. 

BIGHTH SON-
JOHN E. KEESE, who was born 12th mouth, 11th, 1845, 

was married to Sarah R. 'l'yrrell, 12th month, 21Hh, 1868. He 
<lied 3rd month, 6th, 1878, and she 4th month, 28th, 1903. Thei1· 
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cJ1ildren: Stephei:1 Royal, bori-1 10th, 1st, 1869, died 7th month, 
1896; Eva Lucina, 1,orn 10th, 16th, 1871; Nora ,J :urn, born 8th, 
J 6th, 1873; Tilla Almira, born 10th, 21st, 1876. 

Eva Lucina Keese married James Perrin, 3rd mouth, 21st, 
1895. 'rheir childr,m: Charles Earle, born 4th, 19th, 1896; 
,James Eber, born ]2th, 20th, 1897. 

Nora Jane Keese married Grant Mason, 1st month, 5th, 
1895. 'rheir children: Leander Tarlton, born 10th, 22nd, 1895, 
died 12th, 8th, 1N95; Plorence L., born 2nd, 18th, 1897 ; Leanna 
Pearl, born 1st, 28th, 1899; Irene Elizabeth, born · 2nd, 7th, 
]!)01; Katha Amy, born 7th, 7th, 1902; John Kec;;e, born 9th, 
27th, 1909. 

'rilla Almira Keese married Bert Lee, 12th month, 25th. 1902. 
'l'heir child, Eunice, was born 10th month, 8th, 190:1. 

FOURTH DAUGHTER--
MATILDA ELLEN KEESE, vvho was born 10th month, 23rd, 

1848, married Mahlon I. Paxson, 2nd month, 22nd, 1866. She 
died 2nd month, 2nd, 1876. 'rheir . children: Fl,wence Estella, 
horn 9th, 20th, 18G7; Nathan Orlando, born 1st, 4th, 1870, died 
7th, 29th, 1871; Noaly Pearl, bom 10th, 5th, 187:3; Addison Pre­
mont, born 1st, l:Jth, 1876, died 1st, 19th, 1876. 

F'lorence Estella Paxson married David Kelly, 1st month, 6th, 
1884. Their childrm1: Mary Ethel, born 6th, 7th, 1885; Verna 
:Matilda, born 3rd, :i0th, 1887; Marion :F'r11ncis, born 7th, 25th, 
J 889; William Edward, born 8th, 2nd, 1891; lVlonna ,Tuanna, bor11 
10th, 6th, 1893; James Ulric, born 8th, 6th, .1895. 

Nealy Pearl PHxson married George Lanning, 12th month, 
10th, 1890. 'l'heir t•hildreIJ: Esther May, born. 8th, 19th, 1891; 
Frederick, born 3rd, 19th, 1893; Sarah Ellen, born 2nd, 8th, 1896 ; 
Anna, born 5th, 29th, 1900: Zella, born 8th, 9th, 190:1; :F'ranklin, 
horn 4th, 1] th, 1910. 

PIPTH DAUGHTER--
LORETT A M. KEESE, who was born 7th month, 28th, 1852, 

was married to Edwin Smith, 5th month, 28th, 1sn. She died 
8th month, 15th, ] 881. Their chi:dren: Ora Belle, born 5th, 
28th, 1874; Esta Alice, born 4th, 20th, 1876. 

Ora Bell Srnith, record not known. 
Esta Alice Smith married and has two boys hy former lrns­

band, names not given. ~'or her second husband Hhe married a 
Mr. Polly, date not given. 
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Writings of Stephen R. Keese. 

SKETCHES OF REAL Lll<'.l!J. 8th month, 30th, 1881. 

This is hot weather. 

Seeing that this is my 80th birthday, 
I would I could write a pleasing lay; 
l will eighty leavt's turn back of my life, 
And speak of a true man and wife. 
·with their firstborn, a son, 
Eighth month, 30th, in the year one thousand eight hundred and one; 
in a log house in the woods, 
And but little of this world's goods. 
South, low ground, at foot of the hill a good spring, 
On the wild trees wild birds did sing; 
On the ·north rolling high ground, 
Timber cleared off, soon orchard was found; 
On the west dense, wild wood, 
\Vhere sugar was made pure and good; 
On the east, a road on the bank of the Ausable river, 
Always thankful to the great giver. 
The river wound among the hills, 
On it were factories and mills; 
lt ran northeast through a pine plain, 
And emptied into Lake Champlain. 
0, it lay between Vermont and York state, 
Long and narrow, but the commerce on it was great. 
At the tenth and eleventh years of my age, 
My father was in tlw lumber trade engaged; 
He thought, no doubt, to have made good speculfltion, 
But it proved a source of tribulation; 
For he lost a good farm, 
On it a frame house and barn. 

His last raft was wrncked on Lake Champlain, 
But all h_ands the shore did gain; 
As soon as possible he gathered the wrock, 
And then he sailed into Quebec. 
And pretty soon a war was declared, 
And then hard with him it fared; 
His lumber under bonds to be sold, 
To be paid for in currency, silver and gold. 
When the bonds were due, 
They did not wish to rue; 
But said the acts were contraband, 
For there was to be war in the land. 
He knew at homo Utcre would be de!Jts to pay, 
He would do his best to pay, rather than to run away; 
That sent him home a poor man, 
Disappointed in every plan. 
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He came home, Mother died soon after, 
And that was a sad disaster. 
\Vinter came on cold, and deep the snow, 
And one cold day to Quaker meeting we did go 
With fine horses and fine sleigh; 
In meeting a press gang took horses and sleigh, 
Buffalo robes and blankets away. 
After meeting, best teams gone, poor left, 
l<'riends got home the best they could, 
Some on foot and some on sleds of wood, 
Some of the rich dependent on the poor, 
To be taken to their own door. 
Us motherless ones, five in number, 
We parted there asunder, but not suffered to fall under. 
Friends took us to their homes and warmed us by their fires, 
And satisfied all reasonable desires. 
But our home was to pass away, 
For there were many debts to p;tv; 
But he freely gave up all 
Of his goods, oxen and cows in the stall. 
Kow my uncle William had a servant true, 
He said, if our horses are gone, I go, too; 
I know it's cold, but I know where they stay, 
And I will be with them before another day, 
So soon, dinner over, and a knapsack, 
With bread and cheese on his old back, 
And he was off on the war track, 
Ilis name was Slighter, but he was no fighter. 
Horses and all, he truly found, 
And plenty of snow was on the ground; 
He drove the horses where command said go, 
Over glare ice, and through deep snow. 
And if anything could be had, 
'fhe horses were well fed, 
And at night he was right glad, 
Jf he could get his robe and blankets for a bed. 
Other horses got sore shoulders, 
And were killed to feed poor soldiPrs; 
What did they care for the true owners, 
They were conscientious, forced donors. 
Time rolled on, 
Mother's Hannah, father John, 
Four years past, I was fifteen, 
My brother and I with some movers were seen, 
Going to the tlrnn far west Ohio, 
Over rough and smooth, high and low. 
It would be a long road, 
Each of the six wagons, a heavy load. 
Twenty-six persons in all, 
Count great and small, 
Able bodied ones, a chance for walking, 

45 



46 KEESE FAMILY HISTOR~ 

And we enjoyed social talking. 
\Ve lay one night in a forty mile woods, 
Nothing disturbed us or our goods; 
\Ve had a good wood fire, 
A supper of food desired. 
One of those days, my birthday fifteen, 
The other, Azor Oborn, he was sixteen, 
And that night was the two between, 
Fleasantly jargoned. 
After six weeks the desired place we did gain, 
And no accident whereof to complain. 
My brother Tytus and I found our father, 
He was burning brush in the clearing, 
And did not see us till we got in hearing. 
He had married a second wife, 
And begun again married life. 

w 
The following was written a few days before his death. 

As now on my death bed I lay, 
1. have something more I wish to say: 
Old creeds will have to pass away 
Before we'll see the milennial day. 

I have labored all I could for progression 
On earth for truth as well as education, 
But have not always met with approbation; 
Neither did Jesus in that generation. 
Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
F'or I soon will bid you all adieu; 
Let every one be honest, kind and true, 
For I am going another world to View. 
For me do not shed a tear 
J fef'l I have nothing to fear, 
For I go with conscience clear 
To dwell in a brighter sphere. 
Six children I have over them 
Who will a place for me prepare 
And with them heavenly blessings share 
With many other dear ones there. 

My wife and seven more are left awhile to stay, 
Then thf,Y, too, must pass away, 
And we hope to form a happy band 
In the realms of spirit land, 
And to progress forevermore 
On that calm and peaceful shore. 
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My wife and I are old and gray 
And do not know how long here we'll stay. 

Bury me plainly ancl decently when I die 
And let not a stone tell where I lie, 
Plant some tree (pine or cedar) o'er my head, 
My body will nourish it when I'm dead. 
I do not like to see costly white stones 
Watching over mouldering flesh and bones; 
l like to see a thrifty tre(~ in the stone's place. 
l think it would be no disgrace, 
A good tree over every grave; 
For coming generations money would save. 
\\Then a tree should die or likely to; 
Let it then be carefully taken away decay, 
It will not be unjust or cruel 
To let the poor have them for fuel. 

POSTOFFICE ADDRESSES 
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OF THE CHlLDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF STEPHEN R. AND 
SARAH H. KEESE. 

l<'lRST FAMILY-

Sarah Annetta K. Pillsbury, 4913 W. 24 PL, Morton Park, Cicero P. 
0., Illinois. 

Esther Lertnna K. Ferguson, Cardington, Ohio. 

SECOND FAMILY-

Hannah R. K. Haines, F'ranklin, Nebraska. 
Rosanna H. Kimberling, Icranklin, N,0.braska. 
Alvaretta H. Scott, Aline, Oklahoma. 
Elwood D. Haines, Orleans, Nebraska. 
Isaac M. Haines, Franklin, Nebraska. 

THIRD FAMILY-

Rebecca H. Keese, Sander~, Montana. 
Nathan 0. KPese, Hebron, Iowa. 
Wilburn M. Keese, Audalmn, Iowa. 
Sarah C. K. Dunning, Sanders, Montana. 
Emma C. K. Simpson, Hill City, South Dakota. 

FOliRTH FAMILY--

Elizabeth D. K. Sibray, Orosa, California. 
Pluma E. S. Collier, Orosa, California. 
Eva L. S. Foss, DanvillA, Arkansas. 
Willi_am W. Sibray, 7937 Tioga St., Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 
Alvin V. Sibray, Manton, Michigan. 
Lilly B. S. Grogg, Fellows, California. 
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FIFTH FAMILY-
Lovina 0. Keese, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Volney A. Keese, Gilman, Iowa. 
Lydia E. K. Green, Gilman, Iowa. 
Jonathan G. Keese, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Hannah A. K. Mann, Laurel Iowa. 
Olive Thresa K. Bill, Sheffield, Illinois. 
Ida F. K. Gallaher, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Myrtle K. Hilsabeck, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Alfred R. Keese, Green Mountain, Iowa. 

SIXTH FAMILY-
Willis T. Keese, Cardington, Ohio. 
Francis D. Keese, McGrew, Nebraska. 

SEVENTH FAMILY-
Almira W. Keese, Cardington, Ohio. 
Lilburn M. Keese, Marion, Indiana. 
Leanna May K. Ramsey, Cardington, Ohio. 

EIGHTH FAMILY-
Isaac H. Keese, Visalia, California. 
Harry G. Keese, Visalia, California. 
Walter F. Keese, Birkley, California. 

NINTH FAMILY-

Eva L. K. Perrin, 222 John St., Marion, Ohio. 
Nora J. K. Mason, Cardington, Ohio. 
Myra A. K. Lee, 314 Patterson St., Marion, Ohio. 

TENTH FAMILY-

Mahlon Paxson, Bluffton, Indiana. 
Florence P. Kelly, Pennville, Indiana. 
Nealy P. Lanning, Partridge, Kansas. 

ELEVENTH FAMILY-

Edwin E. Smith, Springfield, Oregon. 
Ora B. S. Grant, 
Esta A. Polley, \\Talterville, Oregon. 



Erratum of Keese Family History 

In ·the introduction, second paragraph, the name John Bowne 
should be Thomas Bowne. 

In the article relating to Thomas Bowne, third paragraph, the 
words Peet Meeting should read Peel Meeting. 

On page 41, the yeat of the wedding of Alvin Vance Sibray 
should be 1890 instead of 1891. 

The pictures of Edwin E. and Loretta M. Smith should follow 
instead of precede those of Matilda E. and Mahlon I. Paxon. 
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