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PREFACE 
B_1 V. GILMORE IDEN 

HEREDITARY inffuence is not definitely established. alchough familr 
tr.tits are alleged to h:n·e been han<led down gener.uion :1fter gen

c:r;.1.tion. Despite the <loubt and uru:c:rtainty, anJ there m;JJ assurcJlr be 
some such doubt when we look for the scientific proof, no one can deny 
that decided racial characteristics persist generation after generation, :ind 
i.unily char.1.cteristics ha\'e a habit of protruding ercn though those ch.:r-
;1cteristks <lisappe.1r entirely during ;.1.n interim. · 

The family pattern seems. to set itself definitc:l}· in time. This is 
particularly true when we trace the family through the patem;\l siJe. 
Probably that is why we follow the paternal side in most genealogical re
search, and in doing so, we are not minimizing the importJnce or the in· 
tlucnce of the mother in any family. The nurture and care rc:ndere<l by 
the mother undoubtedly fix many of the characteristics in a child :md many 
of thc:se n1;.1y be t.:Jrried through life:. but the father rh:ir:ider will uop 
llut dt--spite it all. 

Genealogical research is interesting if for no other reason th.111 tlut 
it helps to determine what kind of a man you .ire. We m.1y not esca.p:: 
our progenicors, and family history and family experience tc:n<ls t0 k.1\c 
its impress upon us. That is an intluen-:e c1uite distinct .inJ ap.1rt ir(Jm 
raciJl char;1ctcristics. It places us quite <liscinrt within the p;1tt::m of thl:" 
rlt.:C. 

In J ma.nner this exp!a.ins the historr of the Iden family. Fc-w of thi.; 
n.unc: really know the gene.1logr in its detail, be-cause fe,v have showu 
sufficient interest in looking it up. That in itsc:lf is a dedded Jden tr:~it, 
.1s I can testif}' of myself an<l can pro\"e by the history which here follows. 
Apparently those bearing the mme Iden ha\·e displayed little desire to in
trude upon their relatives or their acquaintances; the immediate members 
of his family appear to atford all the intimate a.ssociations ,my of them 
Jppear to desire. This characteristic might be said to describe the intro
,·ert. but I do not believe Idens are all introverts or th:it thc:y are definite
ly inclined tO\•:ards such. Rather is it a desire to ha,·e :l"freedom of soul. 
.:n untr:unme!ed per~onality. that makes thc:m such :is they ;1rc. 
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This, I am certain, is the only sure way of explaining why ;111 Iden has 
been found in the ranks of most of the pioneers in all sections of the 
United States. Probably it was the same with them in England, from 
whence the first member of the family came. I cannot say thi~ for sure 
because much of the history in the old country is hidden in musty records 
:md files not just now available to us. But that they were deeply spiritual 
is attested by the various wills and similar documents which have come to 
light. It i,; not surprising, therefore. that RJndall Iden, with a family oi 
eight and a pregnant wife. determined to mo\'e with \X'illi;un Penn, the 
(Juaker, to America. 

Some idea of the momentous occasion may be imagined be(.,usc-to sJil 
from Bristol, England, to America, was in 1680 a voyage fuught with 
many uncertainties, great ·risks, and required no little courage. The last 
child of Randall Iden was born in the port of Bristol while the f.tmil)' 
was waiting to embark, and the father was stricken and died on the \'O"f· 

age. Undoubtedly the mother left an impress upon the character of the: 
children because she was left alone to bring them to the new countr)'. 
111.irture and re.u them. The hardships of that voyage undoubtedly "·er..: 
more difficult to the older members of the family, and the rigors of the 
c:xperience in the translation from the old to the new world worked to·- the 
destruction of the elders, whereas those rigors only added iron to the fiber 
of the rounger children. This is what I like to belie,·e, hut there is no 
proof of ic. I only know that it has been impossible to trace the older 
d1ildren, whereas those members of the Iden family lh-in~ todar cl;iim 
.111.:estry from the youngest of the children. the boy born in the Engli,;I, 
port just before the father died. His mother named him R;;.nJ'.lli. ,tlt•.!r 
his father. 

Lire among the Quakers cannot be dismiss~J entireir '" ith the sin~p!<-" 
~c.1tement that Iden enjoyed the education and pr,tcticed the pre..·epts of 
th.it sect. Had that been the case the familr would be there toda)', J1: -
,·eloping contentedly after that fashion, accumulating and inher;ting th.u 
great wealth of spirit which the Quakers of Pennsylvania ha~·e bequeathc,! 
:o those who have followed. By 1888 not a member of the familr by 
the name of Iden remained li\·ing in Pennsylvania. In the telling oi 
their story we tell the story of pioneer America, a story of the kinJ ,;f 
people who opened up this country ;ind made it possible here to dcvdo~) 
a new civilization. 
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The French and Indian w;1rs prm·iJeJ the first inspiration for change. 
Samuel Iden thereby became a(qu.1inteJ with another section of this vast 
..:ountrr. He found the back woods of Virginia and he migrated there 
with his family. Other Quakers had gone there and more followed him, 
but apparently it w.1s not on account of the Quaker influence that he 
sought out this new land to the south. Samuel Iden left the Quaker 
lhurch and aligned himself with the Methodist church, anJ helped to 
build one of his adopted faith in Leesburg, Virginia. He owned slaves 
;111<l apparently copied some oi the habits of hi~ Virginia neighbors, be
t.1usc tht Qu.1keri 1ccuscd hi!'!1 of l•J:1;L1:1:in,; "h.1rd lit1uor... His son.; 
fo,1,ght in the Rernlution, .mJ after the Re,olution they mO\·eJ on farther 
wc:st to help open up the forests of Ohio and Indiana. The pioneer spirit 
~eems to have pre\'ailed and in many of the descendants this has persistc:,l 
until today, for it is not unusual to find a member of this family in any 
of the western states. When thC)' reached California we lea\'e them to 
!i.1lt, expecting that for this modern day their pioneering spirit h;\S been 
brought to an end insofar as the phrsical discoveries are concerned. If 
they must persist in their pioneering let us reasonably suppose they will 
)Ublim;\te the inclination to the re.1lm of minJ r:ither th:m of m.mer. 

\X'hatever mJ.y be the lesson learned from these random noces of mine, 

I like: to think that they pro,·iJe another evidence of the: indomitable: spiric 

vi m;in. A spirit whid1 must be some:- .:.-idencc oi the lifestceam of in

laeritJnce. It is a history which tells us oi what the people of this country 

L"omc:. People such ;1s these made the Linited StJ.tes wlut it is toJar. AnJ 

like the: thousands who have stooJ siJe br side with them throughout 

these events, no Iden has striven for the v.mity of apphuse nor thout!ln 

th.Lt he might s::t himself Jown in historr for some virtue or prowess of 

his individual making. Now and then one mar have risen to fame, but ;1 

historr of heroes does not tell the real story of ;1 family because he:ro:.s 

.1re the exception rather than the rule, they high-spot the accidents of the 

r:ice rather than record the .:ommon run of mankind. I think the re:11 

familr, Iden, is found in the least heralded. che le:ist conspicuous members. 

A family with heroes may have just as many broken spirits, misfits :ind 

broken persons. Myself, I prefer to be what I am, and that is what this 

history oi mr family s:irs I am, became it tells from whence I c:une. 



·1 he Virgini.1 {Jens made .1 .~re.Her s:1L·ritiL·e in the Ci\·il \\i' Jr. Pt:1...:
tit:.1llr :111 the m.1le Jescend:i.nts oi one bran..:h were complete!)' wiped out 
hr th.u struggle. l c.1n finJ rel'ord or but few who served in the 
linion .1rmy ,It d1.1t time. The m.tjority fought with the South. Theirs 
v,·Js a sa..:rifice of which the record oi battles gives no clue. Mandley IJ,-n, 
ti:.:: p;irriJr,h of the iamilr at th:1t time, li\'ed in old Loudoun County. Twll 
llt his sons sen·ed in the :irmr of the South. A third w:is \'ery youn~ . 
. ,n.l he renuined Jt ho111e to h.::ip work the fam:.. The fourth sun w.1s 
,,·.m-dr nine re.1rs olJ .mJ I h.1ve heJrd him tell of the hardships an.I 
ri,i:or3 oi tho,.:: four years, 1861 to rnr,-1. \Vith but one negrn sfave to 
help with the plowin~ it was difficult to get sufficient food. ,md frec1uentl}' 
:he: ~:.~o:-:d pork w.1., hiJden Jw,1y in th.: ash b:irrel to keep the "Y.mkees" 
frum tin.Jing ir .md :1ppropri:1tin.~ it. 

These incident, afford bur .! rieetin,i.; 1,!iianpse of the inht:rit.mcc ot 
:,!en. :\; rhis disc.mt JJte rhe me:;iorie~ c.irry no r.1n..:or but r.1ther .1 re\·• 
<.'ri.:nce ,·,1r rhe know:ed.:ze tlut we ,-u.i!J h.1ve h.1J p:1rcr.t'> of ,;ud1 ,!.!rc::1r 
:'urti:u.!c. Tiu.: knowled,i.e giv..:, 1:., ,,,ur.1y.e ro ..:.1rry on ,luring rhe uu
.eruintii.:; o[ this moJern d:1y. 
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I. 

ENGLISH BEGINNINGS 
The IDEN family of England has been tuced b:k:k to 1280 A.O., 

when a man of that name was mentioned near Sevenoak:. in Kent. From 
th.~t time forward, the record becomes quite definite. 

Beardsley's Dictionary of English :md \Vebh surnames. 1901, h:ls the 
tolluwing on the name: 

Iddon, Idone, "the son of Idonia," once .m extremely rnmmon font
n:une in Yorkshire. Several references given, as given name and as familr 
n.1me; William Idony, London. 1273: John. son of IJonee. Norfolk, :?ll 

E<lw:lrd I (1292); John Balser and Eliz. Iden. LonJon, M. Lil'inl'e, L '>H5. 

References are made also for Iden anti l,le. in Dire-:toric:s of Hoston 
;J.nd Philadelphia. 

Harrison's surnames of the United Kin,!!dom. 1')12. s,L}'S it is foun,l 
in old Welsh, and was derived from hlunn or IJouna. the wife of the 
M::1lJ-god, Bragi, generally written Idonia. 

In the parish of Boughton, in the reference under lilc:;J.n, it is st;J.teJ 
th:lt John Jdden, son of Geor~e Jdden, was baptized on April l-1. 159-i.. 

In the Heraldic Visitations of Kent AD L "7-i IDEN of Stuke c:1rric:J 
:1rms, as also did IDEN of Sandwich during the Visit:ltions AD 1 '>IJ2. 

A pamphlet published 1882 by Mitchell &. Hughes of 1-i0 Wardour 
Street, W., London, England, entitled "Genealogical Memorand1 Relat
ing to the Family of King of Maidstone. Co. Kent, Containing Pedigrees 
of the Families of Knowles, Cos, Pecklum. Henham. Iden. P.1ym:. and 
others," collected by William Louis King, M.R.C.S .. etc., gi\'es the genea
logical descendants of IDEN of Stokes :md :1lso the genealogical descend
.mts of IDEN of Sandwich, with various miscellaneous desrendants of 
these families. This pamphlet describes the .mns of IDEN of Stokes :is 
"Azure, a chevron between three close helmets Or." The arms of IDEN 
of Sandwich were described by William Louis King ,Ls ·• Azure, a fosse 
between three close helmets Or." 

In the Genealogical Memoranda relating to The Famil;- of King of 
M:iidstone, County Kent, collected hr William Louis King, anJ published 
by Mitchell anJ. Hughes of London in 1882, is gi\'en a pedigree of the 
IDEN family. From this, the following record is t.tken: 

IDES OF KE!\"T 
lWO BRANCHES, THOSE OF STOKE A~D SANDWICH 
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IDEN OF STOKE 
(HeJrld's Visit. 1619, Harl. MS. 15-iS, fol. 135, col. with Add. MS. ;s:;2, 

fol. 42b.) 
ARMS. -- Azure, a chevron between three close helmets Or. 

Thomas Iden of Stoke. I == 

1. A dau. of Roberts (in AJJ. Ms. 55.32=jJasper Iden=-s2. Agnes 
Fyfenden . 

.:,tiled Route:$) . .::0. Sussex. of Stoke 

Ju.,n. J.1u. or -:..

1

· Reyno!J ,::.: Catherine 
\\' .,lier Iden 1.bu. of 

· Ashurst. 

ElizJbeth 

Cicely ux. 
Fermonger 

John. Robert. 

IDEN OF SANDWICH 

Jolun. 

(HcrJIJ'~ Visit. 1619, H:.ul. MS. 1548, fol. 83, col. with Add. MS. 5532, 
fol. 42b.) 

:\HMS. -- Azure, J. fesse between three close helmets Or. 
John Iden of S;m,lwich. 

foJi, Men of &.nJwich 1 Gthe,ine, J,u. of w,-,. 

Ju\Jn !Jen of Sandwich =Fr.mces, dau'r of jo!m Eliza!cth ux. 
!.',i..yor 15'"'<)). ~;i!l-t:rt oi -Eltlu:n. Kent Syms of Ashe, 

EiiLbc:th 

~--1'· 

co. Kent. 

Gcme11.:e Anne SJr:l. E!i.:abeth Mar. at St. Mary's Church 
s.p. s.p. S.mdwich, 1598, Robert Pudnar 

I . 
Francis 
Iden 

= Dorothy, dau'r of John 
Manwood of Sandwich 

Mary. Thom:is. 
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IDEN MISCELLANEA 

John IJen of Ripk·y Cuun. ..

1

. 
. Westwell, Kent. 

AlLander Iden of Westwell. Sheriff of Kent = Eliz:1be:th • ..!.1u'r of Sir 
3 5 Henry VI. Slew Cade, the rebel. 
Keeper of Rochester Castle. DieJ 1-15"'."'. 

in St. J\fartin's, Cannon Srrett. 

I 
Elizlbeth. 

I 
Anne. Ele.inor 

' / 
~lentioned m Alexander IJen·s will. 

I 

J\faJe J amcs F icnnes, LorJ 
lluric:J S.ir and Seale. anJ 

LorJ Tre.isurer of 
England. \X'idow ol 
Sir Willi:un Crowner. 

I 
William of \Vestwdl c·· 

Not mentioned in will, 

but accordinl-! to '"H.1sreJ." 

Thomas IJc:n of \X1e:;twel!. 
Sheriff 16 Henry VII. 

At Somerset House is the w.ill of another Alexande:r !Jen, JescribeJ 
.1s ui W c:stwell, pro\"ed 1515. He mentions brothers Robert ;mJ Ril:hard . 
. 1nJ bequeaths his Manor of Schotynton to his daughter l\farg.ue:t, .mJ his 
huusc :mJ lands at Wre to his other Jaughter Jop::e. 

B.1pti.r111s in Li11to11 C,'.,urd•. K,mt. 

Anne, dau·r of Richard and Susan Iden. Oct. 26. 1671. 

111omas, son of James and Eliz th Ide:n. Sept. 7. 1673. 
Ffrancis, son of Richard and Susan Iden. Dec. 14, 1673. 
Eliz'1', dau'r of Richard and Susan Iden. Mar 31, 1676. 
Mayne, son of Richard & Susann.ih Iden. ~.1,iy -t 1(,8(,. 

B111·i.z/ .ti Li11to11. 

Jr1mcs Iden Buried January 13 day 1680, Who was Parson of the 
Parish of Linton. 
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,\bS'i"RACT~ FRO~f THE PARISH REGISTERS OF ROLVENDEN. 

I.kt. 2h, 1617 

:\ pril 20. 1685 

.\J,m:h l 0. l 681i 

I 6-) I 

:.1..) 
• '\.Ug. 
:·.1.1~ I. 17.20 
U:L ~i,. 1 - j'.i 

Jw,.:: .:~. 17-i; 

:"L .. u-.. h 2-J. J -,--!r-i 

CO.KENT 
Bupti . .-111.1" 

Thom.1s, son of \\'illiam !Jen. 
:\lil'e. dau'r of \X'il!iam Iden. 
Thomas and Mary, son ;mJ tfau'r of Wm. !Jen auJ 

Alice his wife. 
:\um:. d.1u·r oi \Villi.im and Ali..:e hieu. 
lvh11. son of \X'm. ;md Alke Iden. 
Eiizabt:th. dau'r ol William and Alii.:e IJeu . 
Tho:ms. son oi Ti1onus .,nJ Elizabeth hk-11. 
_luiin. ,,on of Thom.Ls .md E!iz'th Iden. 
.\l.~ry. J.tu'r oi Thonus and Eliz'th Iden. 
!;ijz'th. Jau'r of Thom;1s !Jen. Jun .. :1nJ Eliz'ch hi; 

wife. 
F,·:, ..:,;. 1757 !-Linn.th, Jau'r or Thom.ls .1nJ Eliz'ch l,lei.. 
t ,, :. -!. 1-6-:- .\l.1~\'. d.1u·r of john .mJ ~lary !Jen. 
1'..:!>. -1. ! -:-'.~o \-. iiii.:m. ~on or John .md Mary IJen. 
u ·t. .~:i. 17".' 2 \'·:'i!li:m1. son oi Willi:1111 .ind Mar.t,:.tret IJeu . 

.i lt.zrr,= .. :g~., 

.-,pril .!·f. 1716 ju!u, Curtei~ .1.nJ Anne IJ<:-n. 
:,Lr,h , I. 1719 ·: !:vrn.1~ Iden :mJ Eliz'ch Smith. 

1-'c:b. 
Uc..·t". -L 

,\,i,!f.. J •), 

l )e,·. I j, 

~c:p:::. 1 :-. 

J.~n. 2,-S. 

:\.pril 12. 

J )ct-:. :.!i), 

. \1.,rch 2-i. 
:·,.1~. 11. 

~faf 11, 
. \L\· 19, 

1-:-0~ 

1709 
1-1(, 

1..,20 

! •60 
176' 
1769 
( 77_, 

178-l 

1786 
1789 

1791 
l'?S,5 

8lfri.1!1 
:\ !i~c: IJ-::11. 
\1:-'ii!;.1m IJc:11. 
S:i::phc:n l,len. 
'.\ Lm· !Jen. 
S1ia.1nn.,li Iden. 
!':?o,1u, I,len, bm·. 

·1 !1om:1s !Jen. sen. 
.' [.1ry. wife of John Iden. 
\X'i!li:1m Iden. :1.n infaut 
Joseph Iden. 
Eliz'rh Iden . 
,\.fJrr.:1ret Iden. 
Eliz'th Iden. ageJ 9"i. 
iahn Iden . 

U..:t. I ~U:? Tho;n.1s Iden. 
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The: abo\·e branch of the Rol\'endcn familr is still reprc:sented in the 
persons of three brothers, viz. William Iden of Shldoxhurst (who has :i 

son Stephen), George Iden of l·fam Street, md Walter Iden of Man
d1cster. They are the sons of W'alter Iden of \'<'oodchurch, grandsons of 
William Iden of Roh-enden. and great-grandsons of William or John Iden 
(two brothers) who were li\·ing at Rolvenden in 17"'0. 

The British Record Societr has published .t rnlume of Su:;sex Wilb 
which discloses that the Archdeaconrr of Lcwe; gives particubrs oi about 
forty-fi\'e wills and administrations of rnrious Idens AD 1545-16--i5. 
Lewes is the county town of Sussex. The wills are from :\fountlield, Brede. 
Ihttle. Heathfield. and as far from Lewes as Edhurst, \'Uarbleton. et~· .. 
which shows thJt members of the i.1mily leit the e.1riiest known home 
:irea, Brede. 

Among the wills there recorded, together with dates of the wills :mJ 
che dates of probate. are the followin,I! from which some idea oi sm:cession 
m:iy be gained: 

fatale uj lJ.::e of lr'i/1 D.1tr1 1Jf Prob.zit! 
John Iden. Brede ..:1 Feb. 1581 , , 

June 1582 
Robert Iden. Brede. !:on of _,! July 1587 2 Sept. 15~'.7 

William 
Riclurd Iden. Ewhurst. hus- :!II :\farC"h 1587 ,. __ , 

M.1r 158~ 
bandman 

Thomas Iden, sen., Mountfield, 15 March 1590 :?9 May 1591 
John Iden, Brede, husbandman •J Feb. 1591 :?6 Feb. 1591 
\\'.'illiam Iden, Carsfield. yeom:m 10 Oct. 1591 1---i Nov. 1591 
John Iden. sen., Ewhurst. }'t:O· ' J.m. 1598 13 Feb. 1598 -

man 
Richard Iden, Ewhurst, 1 _:; Dec 1601 17 March 1601 
John Iden, Mountfield, 31 July 1606 ~, April 1611 
Edward Iden, Crowhurst, reo- 13 ~fay 1615 1 5 June 1615 

man 
Richard Iden. Rye, yoeman :!1 July 162-1 :!2 Feb. 162~ 
Thomas Iden, Dallington, yeo- ~4 Oct. 1625 6 June 1628 

man 
Thomas Iden, Hearhfield. yeo- :?6 Dec. 160!> 13 Sept. 1628 

man 
John IJen. Wh:i.tlin,!-!ton. :!6 June I 631 lfl Oct. 1631 
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Thom;b Iden, Heathfield. yeo- .... ·-············---------- 12 March 1637 
m.m 

John I,ien. ~[ountfield. husb;1nd- M;1rch 1639 16 M.m:h 163t) 
nun 

SLephen Iden, (;1tsfield, }'eom;1n ::?8 August 1626 26 Oct. 1626 
Richard Iden, - ' 

senior. Cus- 1-+ Oct. 1643 7 August 1645 
field. reoman 

In the list of Sussex Gentry who contributed to the defense of the 
Country at the time of the Spanish Armada occurs the entry: Richard Iden 
£25. 

John Iden of Brede, Sussex, by his Will in 1546 directed that he be 
buried in the Churchyard at Brede, and mentioned a son "lytyll John". 
ie:1ving Bd to each of his godchildren. to his son William he left 2 oxen 
• .. tiled 'Tayle" and '"Gore" ,1lso 2 oxen to his son lytyll John. 

Agnes Iden b~- \X'ill dated 2 ~farch 16:,:? left her clothe,; to her daugh
!i:r Margaret. 

In the Inquisitions of Royal Possessions in Iden and Winchelse:1 
1273--i the ''Lord of Iden" is mentioned seveul times: Iden in this ..:.1se 
,loes not appear to be a surname. . 

In I:-,..:, emry in Rent.ii of Dyngemarsh Co. Sussex, John de Idennee 
holds 11/1 ,·ergates. · 

l-1;5 a John Iden w.i.s a tenant of Pevemey Levels. 
I 51 :, Richard Iden was Rector of H urslpurpoint. ;1 '"i I bµe .1.bout 10 

miles from Brighton, Sussex. 
1--iKS Richard Iden wa,; Rector of Stlnni..:k .• mother ,·illage ;1bout 7 

miles from Brighton. 
1526 Richard Iden and others were accused before the Star Ch.1.mber 

uf having wrongfully dispossessed John Mason. :1 victualler of certain 
property in Lewes. 

15 39 James Iden o~ Brede in the Muster Roll of the Rape of Hasting~ 
is responsible for an axe and a Salet (a soldier's helmet). and quite a 
lot more items no doubt important four hundred years ago. 
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II. 

THE IDEN ARMS 

In Misct:Hanea -Genc:alogic.:.1 t:t Heraldic.:a, Fifth Series, Vol. VI, is the 
following a<·count, and it is offered here only to establish the place and the 
position of the Iden family in England prior to the formal establishment 
"f ch~· English 01urc.:h: 

A Monumental Brass in Penshur.,t Church 
Communicaced br Ralph Griffin. Esq. 

In the ~uurh or SyJney rh:tpd oi J>c.:nshurst Church. Kent, JnJ on rhc 
iluur is a l.uge l.,!ue marble s!Jb h.':Jring .m insaipc;on in bra~s for Pawle 
\'Jen, ··gentilmam:· son of Thom.is \'den ... Es<Jurc:r," who died (1 Aug. 
I) l-1. ,-\boH· rhe ins..:riprion :ire e1'ii,gies oi P:twle :md his wife. whose 
11.1!1it: is given in the insc.:riprion ls .\,-?nt:s. Below is .m effigy of onc
J:1u!;hter and Jt the corners of the sbb are four shields. 

:·,lr. Belcher. in the first vo!umc: <Ji his ""Kt:nti,h I.kisses:· h.,~ rc:~m.1-
,lu~·cJ the inscription and the effigies, putting the daughter's effigy in .!11 

absurd position between· the effigies of the parents. and for some rc:asun 
111::1r.:-r the father than the mother. He has omitted the shields. :mu in his 
Jetterp.res~ h.1s ,given the Jat.:' oi the hr .• ~s .ts 1 sc,-i . .m impossible 011c. 

ha,·ing re-J~nrd to the costume of the e:figies. In his se-~ond \'Olume he iw 
:11 pJ_ge w- •;arious :i\\C:Cpin~s from J>en,;h,,r,t. .md .rnltJfl,:!Sl o:hc:rs at ~o 
,';-i th.::re ar.:- four shields of :i.rms. The office- bor who prep:1reJ the in
Jex. not knowing what ther might be. simpl}· indexed chem .:s four 
,hields. le:t\'ing the purchaser_; uf the ,·olu11:e in bllnk ignor:m::e that the:,
,. ere the shields at the comer~ of P.1wle Yden·~ 5Jab. a~ in f.tcc they .ire; 
u,.Jr i,: there: ,1nrthini; ro _!=,:de oue 10 ,he i:nowlc:J_gc.: oi wh,u p.itti<uiar 
,,)mer of the slab each shield could be found. Anyone who h.i~ ~i,·t:n th<.· 
~mallest attention co the subje.:t knows th.it the position of any particular 
,hielJ may gi\'e quite important information as to its connec:tion with d1l· 
pt:rsom, represented on the brass. 

A caricature of the brass appe.?rcd on page 5; of the third rn!wne of 
the Amiq11ary. deri\"ed, it would seem, from Mr. Buxton Furnun's edition 
of the works of the poet Shelley. Hut in Thorpe·s C11.r111111~!e l(r.,jjemt, in 
the illustration of which Thomas Fisher had a hand. there appears at page 
1 ➔ 1 :i. ?late n1.1mbered XXXI giving :10 excellent reproduction of the 
brass. a \·err surprisin~ thing in :1 boo!~ publ.ished at that date ( 1788) . 
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Through his daughter Paul !Jen haJ the good fortune to be a direct 
;mcestor of the poet Shelley. Paul was no doubt a faithful retainer of 
tht: SyJnc:ys. in whose cham:el at Penshurst he is buried. and must have 
bt:en ;1 man of some wealth. He owned the manor of Heppesbroke in 
Penshurst, Hasted·s account of which is so unsatisfactory. Amongst the 
~1SS. of Lord de l"Isle and Dudle}' at Penshurst recently reported on by 
Mr. C. L. Kingsford (Hist. MSS. Commission. No. 77) is a deed of sale 
l,y Edw.1.rd Sheller and his wife. Johan. daughter and sole heir of Powle 
Iden late of Penshurst. of the manor of Heppesbroke and other lands in 
Penshurst. dated 1538. This m.mor e\·entuallr wJs bought by the Srdnep. 

The Y Jen. Iden or Eden family is nm prominent in rhe pages uf 
H.1,;teJ or of ,frchaer-logi,1 Cwti.111,1, 

In ,·ol. i of Hasted the mme o;:curs. ii tht: index is trustworthy, onl)· 
on p.1ge l:xxx, ii and lx.xxix. both places being in the list of Sheriffs. The 
entrr at the earlier refcren..:e is '"Alexander Iden of Westwell, who slew 
Jack Cade and married the widow of \v'illiam Cromer, slain hr that rebel; 
w.,s sheri1f in the :iS }'ear (of Hen. VI.). His arms were: Awrt-. . 1 .-111!1 • 

rn:1 ietu ,•t·n three close.I helmet.r or." 

At p.1ge lxxxix the entrr is "Thonus Iden of \'vestwell. Esq.: ,,(1~· 
sheriff in the 16th year" (of Henry VII.). No arms are assigned to him, 
Mr. Streatfield in his interlea,·ed Hasted (sec •·~ti.,..:. Gen. et. Her .. " 5th 
St:ric~. Vo!. V .. p.1ge 3) corrects \X'estwcll to Stoke. ;ind s.1rs "Thonus 
ui Stoke died in 1 511. and is converted into John in the Visitation of 
l ':"'."-i, which may .ic.:ount for Philipot"s rejection of him ;IS sheriff. ThomJs 
uf \\-'e,;twcll died 1498 and left no ,;on of the s,1me name:· 

Hut Mr. H:1sted's index does him injusti..:e, for on page 578, where he 
i~ discussing the descent of the manor of Malmains in Stoke in the hun
Jre<l of Hoo, he does mention that Nicholas Carew of Beddington in the 
..:ounty of Surrey, who owned it in the 9th year of Hen. V., conveyed it 
hr sale to Iden, from which name it passed in the latter end of Hen. VIII. 
The date of the conveyance to Iden is certainly ·too early, for the manor 
w.1s in 10 Hen. VI. settled with othc:r properer on Nicholas Carrew, the: 
cider, and his wife Men:y b)· a fine (Dh·ers Counties Case 292, No. 120). 
Observe that the properer is des..:ribcd in the fine .1~ the manor of Stoke in 
! l,10 .1li~1s ;\falm,1yn~. 
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The index of the second \"Olume gi,·es fi'"e entries under the name. 
Two :ire not to the purpose. At pa,l(e 15, note,·. Hasted quotes Wee,·er as 
:,tJting that Alex. Iden, Esq., who took Jack Cade prisoner anno 29 Hen. 
VI, was rewarded by the governorship of Rochester Castle, and at page 
S7S he states that the widow of \'-''illiam Cromer whom Alex. Iden mar
ried was Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Sir Jas. Fiennes, Lord Say and Sele. 
It !>ecms prob:1bie thJt Cromer w:,~ murdered bec.~use of his wife, as her 
father seems to h.we been particularly obnoxious to the rebels, and ,vas 
also murdered by them. The entrr ar page -107 is in reference to the de
scent of the manor of Cheney's Court in Chart Sutton, and states that a 
Sir Thomas Cheney, knight, passed it - though no date is gi,·en for the 
transaction - to John Iden, who died seised 4 Hen. VIII. This v:1gue 
sutement is derived, it seems, from Philipot. but it n1.1y perhaps ~h-e a 
due tQ one of the quartered coats. 

The index of the third volume has two entries under this name, the 
onlr one of importance being at page 205. where Hasted traces the de
sre:nt of the Iden's nunor in Westwell called Ripler Court Jown to 
Thomas, son of Wm. Iden, whom, as in the first volume, he makes sheriff 
16 Hen. VII. Hasted, in a note on page 206, states: ".·\ branch of this 
f;lmily was settled at Stoke in this county. a pedigree of which is in the 
Visirntion of tl1e co. of Kent anno l 'i7 !. Ther* bore for their arms. 
,-1.:lll"e, .t fes.r hr:tzl'ee11 thrr!e doH!d beln!,l.r (•r. and those of Stoke, ,t ch.:r
ron !1etzl'ee;z three helmet.r close, ,1 aeH1:.1t r,11 the dJe1w,11 for diJjer1:11,·e.·· 
H.1stcd then mentions the br:1s:; in l'en;!v.1r~t Church. to whi.::h th<:re is nu 
.:ilu;io:1 s.v. Penshu.-st ir. his iirst \'O!ui:1e. and adds. "with the former arms 
upon it." Hasted then cle::.rly thought P;1.ui Iden was one of the 'X-'estwel! 
f.uni!;- and not one of the Stoke famil}·· He does not gi"e any .:uthority 
for his st,1te:nent about the hram:h of the family r.t Stoke. So far H:.1sted, 
for there is no entry under ]Jen in the index to volume h·. 

Turning now to another source of information, namely. Harl. MS. 
3\.117, which consists of church notes in Kent made br Philipot about 
1603, there is found on Fol. ._37 something that helps at once, for it i~ 
there stated that the quartered coats of Iden of Kent are -·-

1. A chevron betv:een three helmets dose. 
2. Ermine, on a bend sable three mnrtlets ari,!ent. 

* B)' "thc.-y" H:1.S1cd means the ldt:ns of Westwell, though g,amm:itic.111)' Ibis i~ 
not dear, :md it is ,inlr asCl·rt.iined from th1: context. 



S,;11, ,111./ D.Jllf.bter.r nf R.111d.11/ Iden 17 

.t Argent, J fess between three annulets sable. 
-i. Argent, a chenon becween three crescents azure. 
This entry is not under Penshurst, and is a stray entry not connected 

with an}· pllce. It is somewhat disconcerting when we find the coat of 
Iden is at Penshurst clearly charged with no chevrons, but with a fess. 

At fol. 72 the m;muscript further notes at Sutton Valence two coats 
per fess: (1) Arge11t, 011 a bend sable three martlets argent; (2) Argelll, 
.: jes.r hetll"een three .21mHlets g11/es: impaling Argent, a rhel'Yon between 
:/.;r,11: aesrents ,1::.11re. It is not difficult to see in this, allowing for errors 
in detail, the second and third of the quartered coats impaling the fourth. 
Now the fourth is quite a well-known coat, that of Norton of Sutton 
V;tlcnce, of which family WJS Stephen Norton, the celebrated bell founder. 

The im·estigation is carried one step forther by one of the Early Chan
.er}' Proceedings preserved at the P. RO. in bundle 326, No. 46, for in 
chat it is found that Paul Iden, son of Thos. Iden, Esq., sued Robt. Iden 
.dias H;irvey, executor of the said Thos. Iden, for the detention of the 
price of the manor of Hoo St. Mary, sold to Robt. Rede, knt., C.J.C.P., 
.,!IJ of det:Js re!Jting to the manors of Uffeton, Croft and Denyngbery. 

The m;1.nor of lJfton is in Tunstall and that of Croft is in Hartlip, but 
,he thirll n.une does not appear in the index of Hasted nor in Arrhaeo• 
: •J.i,1 Cwti.111.1. nor can I identify it with the name of any manor m~n7 __ 

::oucJ in rhe Feet of Fines for Kent. so far as I know them. · · 
The will of Thomas Iden is in P.P.C., 6, Fetipbce, and, with various 

,_;;her !Jen wills found in the Prerogative Court probates, is printed in 
.,bstract as Jn appendix to this paper. 

This will is Jiffirnlt to reconcile wirh the dJi:11 made br Paul Iden in 
th..: above suit. for the will does not mention him amongst the sons of the 
u::;tJcur. Alexander, Robert, Edmond and Jasper are mentioned in the 
\, ill. of whom Alexander seems to have been dead, as nothing is given 
!1im, though William his son has a legacy, but as the will mentions the 
manors mentioned in the suit, and as the executor is Robert Iden, there 
Joes not seem to be any doubt that the will is that of Paul Iden's father. 
Now the manor of Hoo St. Mary had in 7 Hen. VII been the subject of a 
.tine (numbered 22) indorsed with various proclamations seczmdum jo,·-
111.11;1 st,1t11ti. by which it was quitclaimed to Robert Rede, serjeant-at-law, 
;;.nd his heirs by Paul Iden for 200 marks with a warranty from Paul anJ 
his heirs. This fine must refer to a transfer of the property about 1502 in 
rht: life of Thomas Iden, and one interpret;1tion of the will might be 



}lRA~SE!: ON A GRA \"E STONf; 

Of ~or rbaritc ptag Cat \be Soult• of l)nb:Jlc l!bt• g:mttanan tbc 
.Soni of Eboma1 J!llrn £1qu!Cf, ~ tlgness Ii• UB2f, !' tDfJf4e 
llatule brc£Hllf tbc JJlt bag af llugu1t fn tbc le't of om l.od:I 1564, 
on ID~ogr .!oulrt Jbu babe maqr i:!mm. 

·;;,,,,A-- -

Clll:RCH m· PENSHUR!;T IN THE COUNTY OF J;ENT. 

.. , 
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founded on a bitter quarrel between Paul and his father about the receipt 
of the purch:ise price and the addition of alias Harve}' to the name of the 
executor, as set out in the suit, to a suggestion that the executor could not 
leg;.1lly claim any right co the name Iden. 

However that may be, the will makes it dear that the manors of Ufton 
.ind Croft belonged to Thomas Iden of Stoke. From Hasted's account 
of the manor of Ufton it must have been once the Cheneys, so that prob
abl)' the Idens set up a claim to it through an heiress of one of that 
family. who bore E,-111i11e. r,,1 .1 bend u!,/e th,-ee mart/els a,·g,mt. This 
.1<:counts for the first quarter. 

The manor of Croft in Hartlip is deait with vaguely by Hasted, who 
rr.1L"c:s it into the possession of the familr of Norton of Borden, a branch 
ot che family of Sutton Valence. If so, the match evidenced by the 
~hield at Sutton Valence must have been with an heiress, so th:it Croft 
would pass to the Cheneys and so to Iden. This leaves the second quarter, 
which at Sutton Valence is ,1rgem. a fess betu-,en three a111111le1I g11/e1. 
not accounted for. Now there is the testirr.ony of the Dering Roll to show 
th.it th.it was the coat of William de Fawkham. Part of the representation 
lli the Fawkham family was in that of Malmains, but further than that it 
i,; not possible at present to proceed. There is, moreover, an element of 
Juu!:>t introduced by the fact that Philipot"s entry above cited gives _the 
rnlour of the l:harges as s,1hle, but that is a sm:ill matter compared to me· 
urher sutement he there makes as to there being a cbe1·ro11 in the first 
•:uarrer. 

My su#(gestions then are: ( 1) the shield o\·er the m.m·s head is Iden 
unp:iling 0,-, .., s,1/tirl! e11gr,1i/ed betu·ee11 four 111,:,-t/ets sable. for Gulde-
1·urJ. for Paul Iden ,ind his wife, a daughter of Guldeford. 

(2) The shield over the man's head is Iden impaling Argmt, .z ,hief 
,.:bit! .111J .z bmd engrailed gules, for Halden, for Paul's father and mother, 
who was heiress of the Haldens, the owners of Hoo Sc. Mary, which Paul 
w.1s a party to the sale of to the Chief Justi..:e RcJc. 

(3) The shield below the man is ,1Zllre. Jbree lio11; r.zmp.1111 01', for 
Fiennes, whose daughter h.1d brought notoriety to the family of Iden. 

(-i) The shield below the woman i~ Iden 9,1artcring 01eney, Fawkham 
;mJ N'orton of Sutton Valence. 

Large part of this is mere conjecrnre, ior there is no e\'iden.:e at pres
ent that Agnes Iden ( called Anne in his will) was a Guldeford, or th:it 
Paul's mother was a Halden. Further. the s.1/tire in GuldeforJ is en
i~r~1ikd, which is unusual. 
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So far as re,gJrds the fess ;1nJ the chevron in the arms of Iden, such 
a \'ariation will not surprise any one conversant with the her;1ldry of tht' 
I i111es. where such variations are often adopteJ as mere differences, as in• 
JeeJ H;isted reg:i.rded them. Though Jane or Joan, Paul Iden's heiress. 
rn.1rried a Shel!e)·, they do not appear to have quartered any coat for !Jen. 
It might be suggested that the fess at Penshurst was a mere blunder, for 
,o far JS Jocumentarr e\'i<lem:e is concerned from \'isitations and pedi• 
grecs the che\'ron always appears. Thus in J manuscript \'isitation of 
Kent, m:ide apparently about 1574. which was once in the possession of 
Lem1:1rd the herald, and :iftc:rwards in lcrJ D:icre's library at Delhous. 
there is tl1is entry ::t page -i3:-

"Thos. IL!en of Stoke. rn. Kent. h.1J i~sue J.:sper Iden oi the s.unc. 
who h:i.J two wi\'CS, one ................ , dJughter of Roots of rn. Su~~ex. an,i 
the other Agnes. dau!;hter of Fi::t:idon, br who:n he h.iJ John. Robert .md 
J,.mc. and br the rirst wife Reynold anJ Ci~·ely. nurrieJ to F . .rinl:'nRor. 
and Reynold had two wives, one Katherine Ashurst and the ,)ther Jo:1.::· 
Walkr, :ind had Elizabeth Iden." 

In the margin the arms :ire: Azm·e, .1 dN1·ro1! bet:i·i'en th.•~ ,·/o;e,1 
f,,·lnu:l.r 1n·, 011 the therl'(111 .1 rrnu'II/ (no tincture inJic:m:J) ,,;,- ,li:J,·r· 
c-,,c~: :mJ crest: .tl b11.rh o.f tlree nstrich jt:.1ther.r. 

This mar be comp:i.red with the pedigree copied from the Vi-.it.1tiun ,;i 
1 •;,., :1.t Queen's College. Oxford, into his interlt'.1\l·,l Kt,t{·,l hr -:,fr 
~1r,·.,d:e!J :1t p.t.!,!e 2116 oi the thir,1 rnlume. 

J,,}m Iden of Stuke ,,, 

I --------· 
D.m. of RwtL:s of ,., J.1sper Iden of Sco'..:e :...· A_gncs. u.111. oi F1se11,lcn 

Sussc·:< I ( ?FifcnLkll). 

r· II . J ... ice y, marne 
Formcnger. 

Jo::-ln-----n-,o..,.lt-. --Jo-J.1le. 

I 
Joane, dau. of =i Reynold Iden, 
WaJltr and heir 

Eliubeth 

son= Katht'rine, d:iu. of 
Ashurst 



In the lnguc~t J!°ier the JeJth of Thom.1s Iden tJken at Rochester 
C.1~tie on ~lJ Oct. -¾ Hen. VHI. ( 15 l 3) before John Waller, Esq., the 
E,,hc,ttor, it w.1s found that Thos. Iden wJs seised of the m.mors of Mal
auyns. t:iton. Cherne·s Court, a tenement called Croft, a water mill, and 
rhc advowson of the perpetual chantry chapel at l\falmayns in Stoke. St. 
M.1ry's, TunstJII. Sittingbourne:, .Milton by Bobbing, Chart by Sutton Val
en.:e, and Bobbing in fee .. mJ died so seiseJ, and at his death the said 
i:-.• mors. et;:., Jes.-t:nded LO one \',;ti(li.1.m Iden .1.s o,11s.wg11i;11:;1.1 .d h.1er,n. 
\·iz .. son Jnd heir oi .-\!.:x.mJer Iden. son 111d heir of the uid Thom:.1.i 
1Jcn. Thomas Iden died I Marrh 151 ., .md \'('illiam Iden WJs 1-'i ye.1.r; 
,>i,i ,tnll more. 

It w.1s farther founJ clue rhe 111.1.nor ot ~falmayns was held of John 
Llrl or Oxford .mJ his wife Eliubeth. bee wife of William Visrnunt 
ilcaumonr. JS of the manor or Plumpton in Sussex by knight service. The 
uunor or Plumpton they held for the life of Elizabeth. The nunor of 
.\l.1hn.1yns w.!s worth £9 a ye:.1.r. but the .1dvowson wa~ worth nothing. 

The: nunor oi L"fron (except ele\'en ancs) was held of the King iu 
,o.-agc JS of the mJnor of Milton b)· fealty and rents of ,1ssize. The ex
;cpteJ c:!eYcn Jcrci were held of \X'i!li.un (rowmer. Knt .. in s<X.1gc .1s lli 
Li,: nunor of Tunst,111.The manor of l;fton was worth £7 a year. 

The: tenement c1lled Croft .md the: w.1ter mill were held of the King 
:11 ,<J1.·.11,:r.: ,1, or the nunor or Milton .ind were worth £<,. 

The nunllr of Clu:yne·s Collrt was held or the: Abbey ot Uoxlt)' anJ the 

1,r:u~ ut l.c:eds. h1: h:-· wh.1t st:rvi,e: w.!, r.ot !-:nown ~o the juror,. 

Turning now LO the wills in the ;tppcnJix. ir does not seem possible tu 
i.!.·1:~iiy either the Alexander, l-i57. or the Alexander, 1514. with the 
:\ic·x.H1-it:r. son 01 Thom.is oi Stoke who ..iieJ i '\ 11. .-\lex.mder oi 15 l·! 
1:, Ji:;Lmcti}" c.Lll<!d of \\'estwell. and stem~ to h;l\'e left two J,1ughLers his 
hciresse~. The manor of Schotynton gi\·en to Margaret is not :.1.ctu:i.llr 
men~ione,l br H.1sted, though there i, .i pl.1.ce in Selling called Shottendon, 
.m,l it is \".lgueiy mentioned by Philipot. w~10 is echoed by Hasted, as in 
Bou_l!hton Aluph and \Vestwell. It cannot. it would seem. be the Shotten
,!cn in \X'cstw;;II belonging to the co!lei;e: oi \\'ye. No place called Br.un-
1.,il!cs i~ mentioned in the pages of HasteJ. but in hi:; map of the hundrc:ds 
.it Felboroagh .rnd \\."ye. Bramble: 1·.mn i-. m;uked bctwt:en \Vyc .mc.i 

l\ou_1.:hton Aluph. 



In the will of Thomas IJen his son Jasper is given the mil! anJ lanJ 
held with it at Chakewell. This would appear to be the hamlet of Milton 
Regis, mentioned by Hasted as being on the Watling Street marked on 
his map of Milton Hundred, not far from a mill and not far from Ufton. 
It will be nociced thJt the testator leaves a good bequest to the church of 
Milton. Croft is not marked in the map. 

It does not seem to be open to much doubt that the Robert Iden ( dieJ 
1547, of West Farleigh) is the executor of Thomas Iden. He holds 
l.lnds in Hoo, St. Mary's Hoo, and Allhallows. He has a servant Richard 
U:tk!:r; he has a brother Jasper. The various properties he mentions he 
helJ in le.tsc, so his name would not appear in the descent of che manor. 
ii indc.""Cd they could be traced. West Farleigh manor is of course well 
known, but of Senden and E:i.st Brunynge there is no tra.::e in the index to 
.my oi the volumes of Hasted. Combe is a manor in St. M:iry's Hoo, :inJ 
w:ts, it seems, the property of Sir Thomas Wyat. so possibly all the pro
p~rri<:j were held in leru;e from him, and it might be inferred that Robert 
Iden, being a tenant of Sir 1bomas at Combe before the dissolution of rc
i igious houses, m:1Je interest with him to get a le~.se of \'vest Farleigh as 
~uun :1s it was granted him after its transfer to the Crown at that dissolu
tiun. 

There is ;1 skeleton pedigree of IJen by Mr. \V. L. Kin~ printed iu 
/lrchaeo!c,gi.z C.mti,111a, ,·ol. xxxviii, at page '.!-i. Mr. King makes Alex
:.u1J:::r IJen who died 1457 father of Thomas Iden the sheriff in 1500. I 
tno~· oi no e,·idencc of this, though it is verr probable. Mr. King gi,·es 
au :iuthority, 1hough it 3eems h~ reiied on :i grant of arms to Thoma.; 
Brown in 16~6. l\. grant of ::irms is rlimsy e,·idence in an>" c.1se. and one 
~o long after the t:\·ent amounts to nothing at all. He makes Alexander 
the son of a John Iden who acquired Cheney's Court. For this statement 
:H! \'ouches Hasted. But Hasted says John diec;I seised 4 Hen. VIII., su 
he could not have been Alexander's father; anG as pointed out by :Mr. 
Streatfield, John is a mistake for Thomas. which arose from the error in 
:he Visitation of 1574. 

The will of 1457 is ear-marked as the will of the Alexander Iden who 
m: rried Elizabeth Fiennes, by an entry in the Patent Rolls relieving his 
cxa.utors of all liability for his arrears as sheriff, such relief being grant
eJ for thP. ~uoJ services of the King's Esquire Alexander Iden, deceased, 
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late Sheriff of Kent, in capturing John Cade, etc. This entry is under date 
of 6 Aug. 1-159 and mentions that Stephen Norton of Kent, gent., was 
his executor with Alexander's widow Elizabeth, who had remarried Law
rcnc.:e Reynford. From the s.1me rolls it is found that on 12 Nov. l-i57 
there is l grant to Rich. Wydvile, lord of Rivers, of the keeping ot 
Rochester Castle, which office had been Alexander Iden's for life. 

When Richard III. came to the throne Cheyne Court in Sutton Valence 
.Jmc:: into his hands by the forfeiture of Thos. Iden and on .W June 14~; 
was granted to John Kendall the King's servant, one of the yeomen of thc:
Crown. Under Hen. VII. Thos. Iden recovered it in due course, and JS 
1.ompensation for his loss during its forfeiture gets on 22 Oct. 1486 J 

~r;uu for life to Thos. Iden, esq., the King's servant, of the keeping of 
R1J.:hester C.1stle. These facts appear from the Patent Rolls and the last 
i11 the M.1terials for the reign of Hen. VII.. ,·ol. i. published in the Rolls 
Series, rnl. 60, page 96, thus:--

:! 2 O.:t. J.!81'!. Grant for life to Thomas Iden, esquire, in rnnsider
.,.ion of the good and gratuitous service which he performed, as well be
yond the sea in those parts where the King was before he returned, with 
the help of God. to this kingdom; as on this side of the sea now lately i11 
the conll ict which has lately taken place between the King and his mortar 
1:11cmies. sust.1ining thereby for a long time excessive losses in his goods 
a11J po~se~sions • - of the offke of Keeper of the Castle of Rochester in 
J.,.em. and the rent called castle-ward pertaining thereto. 

:\lso gr.1m for life of the olfirc of rcceh·cr of the Manor, Lordship . 
. ,11J Hundred of Middleton (Milton Regis) and Marden, Kent. 

,\ly frien,I :,Ir. .-\rthur Hussey. the well-known Kent antiquary, lus 
b::cn 1,:01JJ enough to .1ssist me in my attempt to unra\"el the tangles of the 
IJ..-n pcJi,gree b}· sendin1-t me notes of all the Iden wills Jt C.1nterbury 
print1:,l in the Appendix. These more or less dO\·etail in with the P.C.C. 
wills. but le.1\"f: some points still open to future research. Mr. HusSc)· 
points out that the c.:hapel .tt ;\falmap1s in Stoke was founded by Nicholas 
C:.1rew for two chaplains in I 389, .md pa.rtirnlars will be found in the 
Cd. P.1t. Roik ml. l 3RS-•J2, p.ige 1, and Re~. Roffen., 623. 

:\1r. ifos:;e;- thinks that the word ·•1iawens·· in the will of Thos. Iden 
uf Stoke, I 511- I.~, may be ··1iauffer:· the equi\·alent for heifer, and in 
illustr.1tion of the will of William Iden of Tenterden, 1476, sends the 
~,:hjo:nc::J extra,t, and points out that the word ··shammel" or ··shamble" 

,11elns l butchcr·s port:tble stall and bench. 
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The wills from the Canterbury Registry I h:l\·e arranged for conven
icrKe thu;;: 1. One from Milton. 2. Those from Westwell. 3. One from 
Ch:dlo,:k. •I. One from Boughton Monchelsc.1. 5. Those from SJndwich. 
c;_ One from Tenterden. 

Prior Thomas · ( de Goldston. l -i-49-68) and the Monasterr of Christ• 
church at Canterburr grant ,ind let to ferme to William Iden, mercer, :i 
..:crt.,in piece of fand in the m:irket-pfa;.:~ (in foro) of Apuldore, 15 ft. 
long and 5 ft. wic!e, with two sh.imels built upon the same; to the shame! 
of Richard Hodyngfe!d north and west, a tenement late Robert Hoorne's 
south and east. From the l:i.st Feast of St. Michael for 99 rears next 
following, except the tolls every year in the fairs in the Ville. and paying 
::oJ. yearly to the Prior, etc .• and their successors at Easter and St. Michael 
by equ;1l portions with right of distraint if not paid. Thom:is Iden to 
builJ a new s!umel or pentise ;md keep the ~:.1mc in rep:tir. 

1Ci March 1464. 
Register N. Fol. 208 

(Cathedral Library. C:tnterbury.) 
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III. 

THE DISSENTERS 

11te Re)tor.1.tion came about in England in 1661 and was followed by 
the Dutch W'ars. Many of the soldiers who crossed the Channel remained 
in the Low Countries. and the plight of the Dissenters in England was 
far from comfortabie. Both conspired to a migration, and members of 
the Iden familr moved our of England. One member of this family, in 
the early l 7oo·s settled in the Pro\'ince of Hanover, Germany; others mi
grJted to America. In 1673 the Crown repealed all penal laws against 
Dissenters. but Commons countered by adopting the Test Act. 

Th.it there was widespread discontent with the established church was 
manifested by the rebellion in Scotland under Argyle, and in England 
unJer Monmouth. King James issued a Declaration of Indulgence in 
U,87. granting full religious liberty, but that foiled to stay the Revolution 
which followed in 1688. This dissent in England resulted in the mi
gr.1tion of the Puritans to New Enghnd and the Quakers to Pennsylvania. 

\Viili.1.m Penn arri\·ed :it New Castle on the Delaware in Oct., 1682, 
.mJ went to the Swedish settlement at Uplands, to which he gave the 
n.1me of Chester. The family of Randall Iden sailed from Bristol, Eng-
1.md, about the same time; some records st;1te 1682, others 1684 or 1686. 
The first date is most likelr. They p:issed through Chester .md settled in 
!focks County, Pennsyh·Jnia. where the home of r!1e son. Rand:i.11 Iden, 
is still standing. 

The publisher of Burke's Genealogic1l Institute repo:ts that the name 
11.1,; i:ic:e:n spell-:,! Iden. Ed::n, £Jon, Erdon. Among the wills on file in 
S,1sse:-: Coumr. England, the n.1me is .,!so spelled Hyden. The spelling 
is noc the only link between the family in the United States and the family 
:n England, if other proof were needed. There are morn! and racial char
.~,.;tenst1cs. Blessed with a firm com·iction of their own righteousness, 
the members of the famil}" have characteristically shown an independence 
of consciousness. They are inclined to consider religion a personal ex
perience. This was particularlr true of the progenitors of the Idens in 
the United States. 

This characteristic was in a later century to be manifested by the Idens 
who in the early l 700's settled in H::mo,·er. Two hundred years after 
i-:en had settled in Pennsyi\'ania, descend.mt:; of their rek.th-es who had 
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moved out of England to Hanover migrated to the United States to seek 
release from conditions they chose not to bear under the Prussian rule of 
Germany. This later branch of the family constitutes a newer and an 
added contribution to the Iden family in the United States. 

According to family tradition, the first Iden to settle in Germany came 
from England. It is stated that one Frederick Iden was one of the first 
who settled there. He resided in the Province of Hano,·er. 

In England the family of Iden was generally associated with the land. 
In the New World they were for the most part farmers. Today farmers 
predominate and their success seems to have been associated with agricul
ture. History records, however, as pre,·iouslr noted, that many members 
of the family held responsible positions in England, had respected con
nections \\'ith the reigning go\"ernment, as attested by the bequests they 
made to the established church. Such acceptance of the status quo as that 
would preclude was not the animating spirit of the families which pioneer
ed in the New World. as the following history so clearly records. 
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IV. 

THE QUAKERS 

William Penn sailed for Pennsykania in 1682. His colony had al
read)· been settled, but sparsely. The ship upon which he arrived was 
called "The Welcome."' and a large number of the passengers died en 
route. Randall* Iden was one of these. He had sailed from Bristol, 
Engl:ind. with his familr, Some reports say he had nine children. Rec
ords of all of them ha,·e not been found. For much of what is known we 
are indebted to Warren S. Ely, historian of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
and genealogist of note. Ely assisted Da,·is in preparing his excellent 
history of Bucks Countr and also assisted Clarence V. Roberts in the 
prep;uation of his volume "Early Friends Families of Upper Bucks." Ac
cording to those authorities, Randal!J Iden embarked for Pennsylvania 
from Bristol, England. He probablr did not li\'e in that section of Eng
land. but undoubtedly migrated west from the center of the family in 
Kent. 

Penn first disembarked at New Castle. The Indians had called this 
place "Tomakonck," place of the beaver. The Dutch had established their 
"Fort Casimir" there in 1651. It was captured by the Swedes in 1654 
and called "Trafaldigheets". Recaptured by the Dutch in 1655, it was 
named "New Amstel." The English took it over in 1664 and renamed 
it "New Castle." New Castle, with land within a r;1dius of twel\'e miles, 
was conveyed to William Penn on August 24, 1682, by James, Duke of 
York, and there Penn landed on October 27, 1682. The old Court House 
which stands on Green or Market Plaine was laid br the Dutch Go\'ernor 

• AccnrJing to the ··:-.;,un1:s of Able anJ Sufficient Mc::n in Bod)· tit fur His 
~I.ijest)··s S,·r\'ice in the Wars," within th1: C:uunrr or Gl,,ucest<:r, 160~. mention 
was ma.Je of several Randall's, such as: 

James Randle, of Badgeworth, husbandman, 2m. (about 40) fit to be a musketeer. 
J,1hn Randle, same place, P. tr. (tall, tit for piktm:III) a trained soldier. 
James Randtll uf Charleston Kingc::s, 1.m. (about .:!O, middle stature::) fit for 

musketeer. 
Thomas Randle, yeoman, of Badgewurth, 2.m. (about 40), fit for musketeer. 
\'villiam Randle, servant of Wm. Newarkt, of R:1fs~ate, I. ca. (about 20, low 

stature), fit to serve with a Calyver. 
It is evident that the given name, RanJall, is a like family name, inJicating the 

probability of the mother of the first Randall Iden being of that family. 
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in 1655; the east wing was built in 1675, and there Penn received, in 
token of his ownership, "one turf with twig upon it, a porringer with 
river water and soy le in part of all." This is an historical spot, for it is 
probably the first American land upon which any Iden set his foot. 

While waiting for the embarkation in England the wife of Randall1 
Iden gave birth to her youngest and last child. It was natural that she 
should name him after his father, Randall, inasmuch as her mate died en 
route. In no records so far discovered is the name of this wife mention
ed. The hardships she underwent, and her fortitude thereunder, can only 
be surmised. The older children separated from her after landing in the 
New World, probably taken in by successful Quaker families, probably 
becoming apprenticed to farmers. That was in that day rather general. 
The widow, with her youngest children, went on to Falls Township, tak
ing up residence in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, not far from the country 
estate established by William Penn at Pennsburg on the Delaware. It is 
said that the widow and her young children went to live with "The Joseph 
Kirkbride's". Joseph Kirkbride* had come to this country aboard the 
"Bristol Factor." He was a prominent Quaker and became quite wealthy. 

Of the children, all born in England, we have but scattering records 
in the New World. A daughter (2) Dorothy2 Iden, married William 
Stogdale in 1710. A son (3) John2 Iden, married in 1721, Hannah Sim
cock, the granddaughter of the first Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, and 
moved to Philadelphia. Another daughter (4) Rosemond1 Iden, married 
in 1713. These two sisters are recorded as witnessing the marriage, in 

. 1724, of their brother ( 5) Randall2 Iden, and all four are recorded as 
members of the Falls Monthly Meeting of Friends. The Quaker records 
of Falls Monthly Meeting therefore account for at least four of the 
children. 

• According to Davis, History of Bucks County, PennsylVllllia: 
Joseph Kirkbride came to Pennsylvania on the "'Bristol Factor" in 1681. He 

married the daughter of Mahlon Stacy, the founder of Trento~, New Jersey. 
V. 1, page 258, Davis says that Dorothy Iden, daughter of Randall Iden, married 

William Stogdale in 1710. 
V. 1, page 442, says Randall Iden, Jr., was born in Bristol Harbor, England, and 

arrived in Pennsylvania about 1684 or 1686, the widow and her two youngest 
children going to live with the Joseph Kirkbride's. 
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_:;. JOH~2 IDEN, the oldest known son of RandalP Iden, was born in 
England. He married* first a.t Springfield Meeting, Chester County (now 
Delaware County) on January 15, 1721, Hannah, daughter of Jacob Sim
c.:ock .md granddaughter of John Simcock, Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. 
John Simcock w:1s one of the four executiYe commissioners of Pennsyl
,. Jnia, 1686-1688, appointed when William Penn returned to England. 

At this time John2 Iden is described as "of Falls Township, in the 
County oi Bucks," but he removed to Chester County after his marriage, 
where he c.:ontinued to reside for a short time and then went to Phibdel
phi:i, but returned to Chester with his wife, H:mnah, and children, in 
17.-:!6. On i\·fay 31, 1732, he had a certific:ite to remove with his family 
to Phil:idelphia, and from that place he went to Abington where, and .,t 
l"pper Dublin, he passed the remainder of his days. 

" Records of Chc.-ster Monthl!" Mec:cing. \Vumen's Minutes, 1695-F~;. 
l l mu. 3U, li:!O. 

Juhn Iden and Hannah Simcock Declared thdr Intention of takeing each other in 
:.1.1rri,1gt before this Meeting it being the lirst time the Metting apuints Margrit 
Coppock anJ Hannah Levis to inquire inc,, her Clt·:1rm,~s in th.1t Rc.-spc.-ct anJ m .. ke 
Rep,,rt to :S'ext Months Meeting. 
l..'? lliO, 27, 1720 .. l. 

J,Jhn Iden am.i Hannah Simcock ApeareJ at this Mc:eting De.:larc.-i118 that tlu:-y 
Continen their Intenti,ms of Marriage it being the Second time: JnJ I\'uthing Api:ar
ing to hinder their Said proceedings this Meeting Apoints Hann:1h Levis &·.f:liz. 
Levis to Atc:nd this Marriage and Se that good Order~ be kept and Make Report 
thereof to our Next Months Meeting. 

RL·becca Smedle~·. Custodian of Records of Clu,s:er M,,nthly !lleeting, reports: 
The first record of the famil)' . .on the books of Chester Monthly Meeting, is the 

m.irriagt of John Iden to HaMah Simcock, in Januar1·, 1'?21. She w;1s a Jaughter 
,,i Jacob anJ Alice: Simcni:k who were members oi this meeting. John Iden brings 
a certificate from the Falls Month!)' Meeting in order to marry Hannah Simcock, 
,md also a paper from his Mother gi\-ing hc:r CIJ:tsent lo hi~ mar~iage. 

Other records are: 
J,,lm Iden brings a membership certificate from F:1lls Monthly Meeting to Chester 

:,[,,nthly l\.freting for himself and his wife. 11-29-1721. 
John Iden asks for a certificate for himself and 'l\'ife to Philadelphia Monthly 

Meeting. 2-25-1725. 
John Iden brings certificate from Philadelphia :Monthly Meeting to Chester 

;i.fonthly Meeting. 7-27-1726. 
John Iden asks for a certificate for himself :1nJ family to Philadelphia Monthly 

Meeting. 4-26-173.:?. 
John Iden produced a certificate for himself and wife from Philadelphia Monthl1• 

~k-eting. 2-26-1 i;\6. 
John Iden asks for certificate for himself and wife to Abbington Month!!" Meeting. 

R-~9-1739. 
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Records of Chester Monthly Meeting. W'omen's Minutes, 1695-1733. 
1 mo. 27, 1721. 

The Meetings being Called Over The friends Apointed to Atend the Marriage 
of John Iden Report that things Was Very well So far a they se. 
5 mo. 31, 1721. 

Hannah Iden Requests a Cirtilicate from this Meeting to the falls Monthly 
Meeting Concerning her Conversation & Unity W'ith Her Testimony & this Meeting 
:ipoints Pheby Coppock & Sarah Taylor tu Make: Inquire in that Respc:ct and git a 
Cirtincate Against Next Meeting. 
c, mu. .:?8, 1721. 

The Cirtilicate Rl-queste..l J.ast Mc:eting Concerning Hannah IJcn \\"as ReaJ 
Aproved and Signed. 
11 mu.29, 1721/2. 

This Meeting Received a Cirtilicate from )'C falls Months Meeting Concerning )'C 

Liie Conversatinn & Minestry uf Hannah Iden & this Merring Excepts of it on her 
behalf. 
4 mu. 26, 1732. 

Hannah Iden Requesteth a Certifecat to Phil:i.Jelphia Monthly Meeting Joyntly 
with her Husband Concerning her Life and Conversation & friends unity with her 
Testemony AnJ this Meeting apoints Phebe Coppock Hannah Levis ti> M.ikc In
quire Concerning her and Make Requirt Rc•port to Next Months Meeting. 
5 mo. 31, li32. 

The Ccrtifecate Requested Last Meeting for Hannah Idon Was ReaJ AproveJ auJ 
Signed. 

C,;heskr Monthly Meetin!; Marriages & .:-c·rtilic,m,s uf Rtm,l\'al Rt·l"l."i\"C·,I. 
( Penna. Gen. Si,ci::ty De 3 F) 

pg. 121 
John Iden of Falls township, Bucks County, Cordwainer (bootmaker) & Hannah 

Simcock of Ridley, Seamstress, one of the daughters of Jacob & Alice Simcock of 
Ridley at an appointed meeting at Spring.6eJJ 15th of 1st mo 1720/1. 

Witnesses Jacob & Alice Simcock, Randell IJ::n, Dorothy Stogdel, John Simcock, 
John Morris, David Wood and others. 
pg. 351 

certificate received b)· Chester for John Iden and \\·ife, Hannah, a minister from 
Falls 3 of 11th mo. 1721/2. 
pg. 363 

Certificate received by Chester for John Iden and Hannah from Phila. 24th of 
12th mo. 1726/7. 

Chester Monthly Meeting Minutes (Penna. Gen. Society De 7 f). 
pg. 215 certificate for John Iden & ·wife to Phila. 1-28-1"'26. 
pg. 130 certificate for Hannah Iden from Falls 11-29-1721/2. 
pg. 226 certificate for John Iden from Phila. 12-27-1726. 
pg. 330 certificate for return of John Iden & wife, Hannah, a minister, from Phila. 

26 of 2nd mo. 1736. 
pg. 361 certificate for John Iden tu Abington requested 24th of 7th, 1739. 
pg. 364 certificate not received by Abington since circumst:inces were not mentioned 

and stay uncertain 31st of 10 mo. 1739. 
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The children of John2 and Hanqah (Simcock) Iden wer~_: 
6. John3

. Idei:i of Upper Dublin, Phifadelp~ia County (near Abington 
and the Bucks ·county Line) . He married· first... on December 14, 
1"744, Mary Barger*, seamstress -(i.e. single woman), at Abington, 
who died soon after. He married secondly,_ at Philadelphia, in 
1761, Mary Hall. . ·-. 

7. Jacob3 Iden, married at Philadelphia in May, 1759, Mary. Tuck
ness** of Burlington, New Jersey. 

8. Samuel3 Iden. -
9. Elizabeth3 Iden, died unmarried at Abington in 1767***. 

John2 Iden's first wife, Hannah (Simcock) Iden, born May 25, 169:!, 
is spoken of as a minister among Friends, and is said to have travelled 
much, preaching at various meetings. She died at Abington, Pennsylvania, 
December 2, 1743, and was buried at Abington.• 

\'\'omen preachers were apparently welcome in the Society of Friends. 
They tr1vc:Ited from one Meeting to another, their coming was frequently 
heralded in advance, and they attracted large attendances on First Days. 
It is understood that the coming of Hannah (Simcock) Iden was always 
reg1rded as an event of high importance, for she is recorded as a speaker 
of fervid eloquence. She was listened to with rapt 1ttention, and her 
visits were made the topic of conversation in the neighborhoods for weeks 
.ifter. 

John3 Iden married, secondly, Mary*, daughter of Joseph Mather. She 
w.is born in 1697, died at Abington in l 7-i7, and w.i.s buried at Chelting
ham. John2 Iden died at Abington on January 4, 1755 **. At the time 
of his death he was living at Upper Dublin, whkh is close to Abington 
and covered b;- the larter Meeting of Friends. His will is dated Novem
ber •l, 17:52, pro·:ed .it Philadelphia February 13. 17~5. ;md reads as fol
lows: 

· 1 .jo hereby bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth JJen the bed I used to 
sl::c:p on, with the quilts, blankets, b.lulster anJ pillows; likewise another bed, 
coverliJ, blankets, likewise a piece of worsted stuff of l S yards, one piece of 

* Bicths & Deaths, vol. l, p:ige 276, Abington Monthly Meeting. 
"Hannah Iden Wife of John Iden & Daughter of Jacob Simcock, Departed this 

l.ifo the ld D21• of 1·e 12 mo. 1743/ Ag'd 50 rrs. & S mo. Bucied at Abington." 

Yul. l, pag.: 229. Minutes of Abington Monthly Meeting. 
"'At :1 mo.mg. held the 211th 5th mo. 1741 a Certificate was produc'd by Jno. 

l,!en for himself & Wife from ffrds of Providence Mo. Mg. She being Recommend
.,J ~s a Ministering ffrJ. the which was Re,tJ & Received-" 
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blue striped linen of 12 yards and one piece of brown linen of about 1' 
yards long, to be given her above her share hereinafter to be mentioned -. 
"I do hereby give and bequeath the residue and remaining parts of my goods 
and chattels with all the appurtenances belonging to me to be equally divided 
among my children, viz: my son Samuel Iden, Jacob Iden and my daughter 
Elizabeth Iden above named, to them or their heirs. And that there may be 
given out of the same to my son John Iden ten shillings and no more; but 
in case any of them should die before they arrive at the age of twenty-one 
years, or if married, then my will is that the share of the deceased shall go 
to the survivors of them, or their heirs lawfully begotten, that is to say to 
Samuel Iden, Jacob Iden and my daughter Elizabeth Iden, in the. same man
nc:r and fonn above mentioned; but furthermore my will is that the share of 
money that belongs to my youngest son Jacob Iden shall be put out on in
terest in some safe hand to the best descretion of my executors hereinafter 
named, till he comes to the age of twenty-one years ; then to be paid to him 
to true intent and meaning of this my said will."" 

The will names Joshua Morris of Abington and the son, Samuel Iden, 
sole executors. From this it would appear that Samuel Iden was the old-

*Vol. 1, pg. 256, Minutes of Abington Monthly Meeting. 
"At a Mo. Mg. Held the 28th 11th: mo 1744 
"Whereas John Iden and Mary Barger, having declared their intentions of taking 

each other in Marriage before two mo. mgs, Enquiry being made by persons app'd 
& found clear of all obstructions. They are therefore at liberty to Consumate the 
same orderly. Dennis Cunard & Thos Fitzwater are app'd to attend the same as 
overseers." 

"At a Mo. Mg. Held the 25th of 12th mo 1744 
"The ffrds app'd on the marriage mentioned on the minutes of last mo. mg. re

port the same orderly accomplished." 
Abington Monthly Meeting Marriages, Births & Deaths ( Penna. Gen. Society Mo 

1 F.) 
pg. 46 Marriage of John Iden and Mary Barger 14th of 12th mo 1744,15 at Abing-

ton Meeting House. ' 
witnesses Dorothy Burgess, Elizabeth Iden, Samuel Iden, Sa.r:ih Potts, Elizabeth 

Ducket, John Iden, Jacob Iden, George Ducke.t & others . 
.. Phila. M. M. Marriage Book II ( 302 Arch Street E 27 pg 5 

marriage certificate for · 
Jacob Iden of the City of Phila. in the Province of Penna. Chairmaker, son of 

John Iden late of the Township of Abbington in the Q>unty of Phila Province afore
said deceased, and Mary Tuckness of the said cyty daughter of Robert Tuckness 
late of Burlington, New Jersey, deceased - 17th of fifth month 1759 in a publick 
meeting at Phila. 

witness Mary Tuckness, John Iden, Henry Tuckness, Jane Derborow, Elizabeth 
Iden, Hannah Iden, John Bolton, John Warder, Rebecca Head & others. 
pg. 400 Elizabeth Iden died 1st mo. 22 interred 24th, 1767. 
•••Abington M., B. & D. Mo t F (Penna. Gen. Mo 1 F). 
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esc of the sons, and it would also seem improbable that, at the time of the 
writing of the will, 1752, any of the sons was yet twenty-one years of age. 
8. SAl\il:ELa IDEN, son of John2 and Hannah (Simcock) Iden, was 
born in 01ester County, and removed with his father to Abington. 
In l 75-i he married out of meeting*, that .is to say, he married a per
son not ,l member of the Society of Friends, and without the consent 
of the meeting (Abington) to which he belonged. Having been dealt 
with b)' the meeting for this offense, he was induced by the commit
tee appointed to make an .1cknowledgment of his fault, which was 
.m:epted at meeting held 23d of 2d month, 1756**. At the same meeting 
he asked for .1 certificate of removal to Richland meeting in Bucks Coun
ty***, to which place he desired to move, which was granted him that 
same Jay (23d of 2d month, 1756). 

\'i;'e find him in Richland. Bucks Countr, 1756. Records of the Rich-
1.md Monthly Meeting, Vol. 1, 1742-1764, on page 86, states: "At our 
Moly. :\leeting held at Richland re 3J mo. 18, 1756 . . . . Sml. IJon 
proJu\'.eJ a Certificate from Abington i\foly. Meeting to recommend him 
;o ye Notice of this Meeting which was read and rec'd." 

Not much success has been had in tracing the descendants of Johni 
[den other than the abo\'e. In Administr.1tors' Book H, page 27, at Phila
c.lelphil appears .1 notice under date of 1767 of the administration of the 
property of Elizabeth Iden tiled by her brother Jacob Iden, who was the 
beneficiary of her estate. 

In W'ill Book ::!, on page 236, at Philadelphia, ,lppears under the date 
oi 1808 the notice tha.t Elizabeth Iden of the township of North Liberties, 
County of Phil.1Je!phia, Jud willed her property to her sons, Henrr Dars 
[Jen, John S.1uner Iden and Thomas Hume Iden. It is obvious, therefore, 
that some members of the Iden family could be found in the counties of 
Philadeiphi,l and Chester as late as 1808. 

"'.-\bington M., B. &: D., Mo. l F (Penna. Gen. Mo I F.) 
pg. 38~ "Mary, wife of Jno Iden &: dau of Jos. Mathers departed this life the 1,th 

dat· uf ye 10 mo. I 747. Buried at Cheltenham aged 49 years 8 mo & 4 d." 
UAbingwn M., B. & D., Mu. 1 F (Penna. Gen. Mo I F., Vol. I, page 309) 

"John Iden Departed this Life on the fourth Day of the first month 1755 Aged 
".'ll yrs. :? mo. 18 days." 

* Abington ( FtienJs) 1-foeting RecorJs. Minutes of Monthly Meeting. 
* * ~Iinutes uf Monthly ~kding uf rric:nJ~, Abington. 
$UJbiJ. 
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One Samuel "Hyden" is reported to have fought as a ranger in the 
French and Indian Wars. This is mentioned in the Virginia County Rec
ords by Crozier. On page 111 of that volume Samuel Hyden, a member 
of Captain Hogg's Company, was reported wounded on July 9, 1754. On 
page 118, he is reported to have received His Excellency's bounty money, 
and on page 115 is recounted the fact that on the payroll of the Virginia 
Regiment, preser\'ed among Washington's papers in the Department of 
State at Washington, Samuel Hyden received £2.0.8 for his services be
tween May 29 and July 29, 1754. We have no reason to believe there is 
any likelihood that this is the same man, other than the fact that in Eng
land the name Iden has at times been spelled Hyden. Also an authenticated 
family tradition has been discovered which declares that the Idens not only 
fought in the Revolutionary War but also in the French and Indian Wars. 

If that is true, and we have only our sound surmises to presume it is 
true, it is most likely that the French and Indian warrior was the Samuel 
Iden from Philadelphia and not the Samuel Iden, his cousin, who was de
scended from Randall Iden. In Richland, where the Randall Iden family 
settled, the Quakers lived peacefully alongside the Indians. They were 
friends and neighbors. Samuel lllen of Philadelphia had no such pre
dilections educated into him. 
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V. 
IN BUCKS COUNTY 

The Quakers who sailed with William Penn on "The Welcome" em
barked at Bristol, England. That was an important shipping port and a 
land which the pioneers undoubtedly well remembered. It is not strange, 
therefore, that we find these same people naming a new settlement they 
were to establish in the New World after the last they saw of the Old. 
Bristol, Pennsylvania, was not far from the home established by Penn 
.ind by the Widow Iden after they landed. The minutes of the Falls 
Monthly Meeting of Friends indicates that (5) Randall2 Iden, Jr., the 
youngest son who was born in the port in England upon the eve of de
p.uture, was of the Falls Monthly Meeting. He married in 1724 at the 
Fa.Us* Meeting. Evidently he was more than forty years old at the time. 
It was after his marriage that he 1110,·ed to Bristol Township, which in the 
meantime had been founded. 

The published records of the Bucks Count)" Historical Society, Vol
ume VII, s.iy that (5) Randal12 Iden, Jr., was living in Bristol Township 
in 1724. Both Falls Meeting and Bristol Township are in Bucks County. 
The same record also says that Randall Iden was married in 1690. This 
reference could not have related to the son, and if it related to the fathet 
of the SJ.me name, who died on the ship coming over in 1682, the date 
must ha,·e been misread. Most likely the immigrant was married in Eng-
1.md about 1670. For these records we must assume that is the correct 
dlte of the marriage of the father of this family. 
5. RANDALL2 IDEN, Jr., born in England in 1682, married in Falls 
Monthly meeting 16_;-i Mo. (June) 172°i, Margaret Greenfield "who," 
family tradition says, ··was a native of New England." They resided in 
Bristol To\\'n until 1740, when they took a certificate to Gwynedd Month
ly Meeting ar,d located in the town of Richland. Richland Monthly Meet
ing was set off from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting in 1742. The Richland 
~fonthly Meeting records show little on him except as a member of im
portant committees. He farmed a· part of the tract of land which Wil-

* falls Monthly Meeting Marriages 1689-1759 with Births & Burials R. S. 114 
pg. 113 ··~'hereas Randal Iden of the township of Bristol in the County of Bucks 
.mJ Province of Pennsylv:i.nia and Margaret Greenfield of Middletownship in the 
County aforesd-the 16th of the 4th month, 1724, at a publick assembly at their 
r.l'-~ting house in the Falls township" etc. Witnesses Sarah Boyd, Jno Boyd, John 
I,len, Dorothy Stogdale, Susannah Ducket, Ros \VooJ, David Wood, George 
Duck:t, Robert Stogdale, Mary Stogdale. 
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liam Penn had conveyed to James Logan. His son later took title to this 
farm and erected thereon for his home a stone house, which is still stand
.ing. At that time the place was known as "The Swamp." The nath•e 
Indians lived peacefully alongside. On 31;1 Mo. (March) 1741/2, 
Randall2 Iden and Peter Ashton, "of Swamp Friends," desired a loan of 
"Breadcorn till Harvest." An early map of Richland shows Randall !den's 
name in the tract of James Logan. This was later confirmed to his son 
Randall Iden, and may have been oc,upied under a leasehold, a common 
practice of that time. The children of Randall2 and Margaret (Green
field) Iden were: 

1 o. Sarah3 Iden, born 1724* in Bristol Town. 

11. Samuel3 Iden, born 1730, died 1800. 

12. Randall3 Iden, born -i/1 Mo. (March) 1736/7, died 5/16/1812, 
married Eleanor Foulke. 

13. George3 Iden, died 1800, married Hannah Foulke. 

14. Hannah3 Iden, born in 1st Mo. (March) _l i38, died 12,.1 S/1826, 
married Jacob Beans. 

11. SAMUEL~ IDEN, son of Randall and Margaret (Greenfield) Iden, 
was born about the year 1 730. A search of the minutes of the Richland 
County Meeting fails to disclose the date of his marriage, but his will, 
filed in Leesburg, Virginia, calls his wife "Cathron." His children, at 
least the eldest of them, were born in Bucks County. A minute of 1 / 1 7 / 
1760• states: "This Meeting being informed that Samuel Idon is remov
ed with his family from among us, & settled within the Verge of Fair
fax Monthly Meeting in Virginia without requesting a certificate therefore 
the Meeting appoints David Roberts and John Dennis to make ye neces
sary Enquiry into his Affairs & draw a certificate to send after him if they 
find no obstruction." 6/19/1760° Committee reports no certificate until 
he comes or sends "to Satisfie his Creditor." 2/18/l 762n• Samuel Idon 
settled in Virginia Several Years Since .... repeatedly admonished ... 
has misbehaved in Exce~si,·e Drinking of Strong Liquors sundry times since 
his removal .... testification to be drawn." 4/15/1762*. Testification 
against Samuel Idon 6/17 /1762.-.. Committee reported ha,·ing sent a 
.:opy to Samuel Idon. 

• Falls Monthly Meeting Marriages 1689-1758 with Births & Burials R. S. 114 
pg. 29 (back of book). 

"'Sarah dau of Randal & Margaret Iden born the 18th of 9 mo 1724. 
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At that time Loudoun County was a part of Fairfax County and was 
separated from it shortly thereafter. It was most likely that when he 
came to Virginia to settle, Samue!'t Iden crossed the Potomac River at a 
place called Point o'Rocks, which is not far from the town of Leesburg. 
This part of Virginia must have reminded him of his native Pennsylvania, 
for it has many of the characteristics of the farm lands of Bucks County. 

RECORDS OF RICHLAND MONTHLY MEETING. Vol. 1, 1742-1764. 

*p. 123 At Our Moly . .Meeting held at Richland the 1st Mo. 17th 1760 ... This 
Mc:c:ting being Informed that Samuel Idon is removed with his family from among 
us, & Settled within the Verge of Fairfax Moly. Meeting in Virginia without re
questing a Certificate therefore the Meeting Appoints David Roberts & John Dennis 
to make ye necessary Enquiry into his Affairs & draw a Certificate to Send after 
him if they find no Obstruction.-

**p. 126 At our Moly. Meeting hc:IJ ac Richland ye.- 6 mo. 19, 1760. The FrJs. 
Appointed on ye affair Samuel Idon report that they have used farther Endeavors 
co Clear up the Obstacle which lay in his Way of Obtaining a Certificate but do not 
rinJ that it can Effectually be done untill he Comes or Sends to Satisfie his Credit
c,,r - the Meeting agrees to let ye Mateer lay as it is until next fall when the SaiJ 
Idon is Expected to Come or send. 

u*p. 14, At our Moly. Meeting held at Richland 2d. mo. 18th, 1762. One·:ot- · 
the Overseers laid before ye Meeting the Case of Sam!. Idon who, (as appears by 
Our former Minutes) removed from amongst us & Settled in Virginia several Years 
Since without requesting A Certificate or Settling his Affairs to Satisfaction & tho' 
he has repeatedly been Admonished in writing by Order of this Meeting, Yet has 
neglected doing anything towards making Satisfaction & the Meeting being Credibly 
Informed that he has Misbehaved in Excessive Drinking of Strong Liquors sunJl'y 
times since his removal, it is the Sense of This Meeting that a Tc:stificacion be 
Jrawn Against him before next Meeting. Abel Roberts & Willm Heacock are 
Appointed to that sen·ice. 

p. 144 Ac Our Moly. Meeting held at Richland 3rd mo. 18, 1762. the FrJ. 
Apointed by Last meeting to Draw a Testification Against Saml. Idon have not per
formed the Sen·ice the Same friends Are Desired to Draw one before the next 
Meeting. 
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The Tidewater Region of Virginia was settled by pleasure-loving 
Englishmen, aristocratic younger sons seeking adventure, high churchmen, 
party-giving, sports-loving. They had no particular affection for the sober 
Puritans and Q~rs. The latter received no welcome in that section of 
the state. On the upper Potomac, conditions were different. The rolling 
hills of the Piedmont section were but sparsely inhabited. It was a new 
and virgin soil onto which the Quakers settled. It was to this section that 
Samuel3 Iden brought his familr from Pepnsylvania. More about him ap
pears in the next chapter. 

12. RANDA.LL3IDEN* (1736-1812), son of Randall2 and Margaret 
(Greenfield) Iden, erected a stone house in Bucks County in 1799, where 
he lived until his death. In 1772 he married Eleanor Foulke, daughter 
of Samuel Foulke, a member of a prominent Welsh family. His brother 
George married Eleanor's sister. The children of Randalia and Eleanor 
(Foulke) Iden were: 

15. John~ Iden, 1773-1779. 
16. Margaret~ Iden, 1774-Hl39, unmarried. 
17. Samuel6 Iden, 1779-1848. 
18. Jesse~ Iden*¢, 1782-1837, married Ann Wright ;md mo\'ed to 

Richmond, Indiana, in 1835. 
19. Jane~ Iden, 1785-1869, married a Mr. Stokes. 
20. Sarah~ Iden, born 1789, married Daniel L. Downing of Strouds

burg and moved with her family in 1837 to Richmond, Wayne 
County, Indiana taking certificate to Whitewater Monthly Meeting. 

21. Susanna4 Iden, 1791-1860, unmarried. 
22. A.lbion6 Iden, 1793-1806. 

Records of Richland Monthly Meeting. V,>I. I, 17-12-1764. 
•p. 144 At Our Moly. Meeting helJ at Richland ye 4th mo. 15th, 1762. The 

Friends heretofore Appointed to Draw a Testilication against Sarni. Idon brought 
in a Paper drawn for that purpose which being read & Approved was Signed on 
behalf of ye Meeting by ye Cerk John Dennis is desired to draw ,1 Coppy thereof & 
send it to him by first Opportunity. 

p. 145 At our Moly. Meeting held at Richland the 5th Mo. 20th, 1762. The 
Frd. Appointed to Convey to Sarni. Idon a Coppy of the Meeting's Testincation 
against him reports he has not yet had an Opportunit)· to Send it - the Same Frd. 
is Continued to ye service-

"'*p. 146 At Our Moly. Meeting held at Richland the 6th Mo. 17, 1762. John 
Dennis reports he has Sent to Saml. Idon a Coppy of ye Meeting's Testilication 
.Against him according to Order. 



Snm .md Da11f!.hler.r nf R,111d:1/I Iden 39 

Samuel·• Iden and Jesse• Iden filed the administrators' bond on the 
estate of their father June 15, 1812, A. B. Book B, Bucks County, page 86. 
13. GEORGE3 IDEN*, son of Randall2 and Margaret (Greenfield) 
Iden, married Hannah Foulke, daughter of a prominent Welsh family. 
His brother R:indall married Hannah's sister. George3 Iden died in 1800. 
His widow, Hannah (Foulke)** Iden, died in 1840. The children of 
Georgea and Hannah (Foulke) Iden were: . 

23. Anna4 Iden, born September 27, 1782, married George Child and 
had one son, Richard S. Child. 

2-t Elizabeth' Iden, born February 29, 1784, died 1824, married 
Jonathan Evans. Their children were Hannah Iden Evans, Wil
liam R. Evans, Caleb Evans, George I. Evans and Thomas Evans. 

:!5. Thomas• Iden, born July 25, 1785, married Rachel Parry and in 
1825 moved to Scipico, New York. 

:!6. John4 Iden, born June 16, 1787, died 1857, married Mary ( ) . 
In the record of marriage at Leesburg, Virginia, John Iden is re
corded as marrying Mary Vernon in 1806. 

:!7. Greenfield4 Iden, born July 6, 1789, married first Beul.1h Green 
and secondly Amy Hartley. 

28. Hannah' Iden, born May 5, 1792, married Samuel Myers and had 
one daughter, Hannah Paulina Myers. 

29. Julia4 Iden, born August 25, I 794, married Joseph Rice, Jr. The.ir 
children were William Henry Rice of Lask.1.ska, Pennsylvania, 
Joseph G. Rice, George I. Rice and Lewis Rice. 

30. Jacob4 Iden, born June 26, 1798, married Sarah Stringham. 
17. SAMUEL4 IDEN (1779-1848), son of Randall3 and Eleanor 
(Foulke) Iden, married Elizabeth Chapman. In 1816 Samuel• Iden 
moved to Buckingham, Pennsylvania, where he died. The children of 
Samuel4 and Elizabeth (Chapman) Iden were: 

31. James·; Chapman Iden* (1813-1887), unmarried. 
32. Eleanor-' F. Iden (1815-1886), unmarried. 

• In DecJ Book 25, Bucks County, page 200, appears a deed to Randall· Iden of 
the James Pierce, Yeoman, land in Richland To\\·nship, conveyed to him from 
Stephen Neisler on September 30, 1785. 

u In Deed Book 48, Bucks County, page 48, appears a deed to Jesse Iden, 
coachmaker of Richland Township, son of Randall Iden, the 158 acres left to the 
widow, Eleanor, and the children of the late Randall Iden. This deed was con
\·eyed by Samuel Iden, his \\'ife Elizabeth, and Margaret Iden, Jane Iden, Sarah 
Iden, Susan Iden. 
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The following is quoted from the History of Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, by Battle: 

"James C. IJen, rc:tirc:d, P. 0. Buckingham, was burn in Warwick township, 
Bucks County, Janu:iry 5, 1813, and is a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Chap
man) Iden, nati\'es of Bucks County and of Welsh and English descent. His 
great-great-grandfather, Randall Iden, took passage at Bristol, England, on a 
sailing vc:ssell and on the \'0)'age he died, and was buried at sea. His wife, 
while in pore, g:1ve birth tu a child whuse name was Randall. She was lt:ft 
with nine chi:drcn in Falls tuwnship. She was the: first of the Iden family 
10 settle in this country, which she diJ about 1690. The gn::at-grandfathc::r, 
Randall IJen, marric:J a Miss Greenfic:ld, who came from New England. He 
di.:d in Richl:mJ township this count;. The grandfather's name was also 
RanJ:111. He was a farmer and ownc:J :1 farm in Richland tu\\·nship. He 
JieJ iu 1812. He was a strict Qu:1ker anJ at the time of the War uf the 
Revolution he was twice robbed of all his bed-clothing. Our. subject'; 
fatht:r "· .. s al!,1 a farm;;-r. H~ moveJ to P.uckingham township in 1816, anJ 
followed farming until his death. v,ith the exception of about one year, 
when his son, James C., tuok charge ui the farm. He had two childrc:n, 
one uf whom is living, our subject. The latter was brought up as a farmer, 
which business he iullowc:d until 11150, when he rentL-J his farm anJ w:is 
employed in a store: :11 Centerville, where he remained :1 short tirr.e. He was 
postmaster from 185j to 1859, after which he did some convc:yancing. In 
1871 he was ek-cteJ count}' auditor anJ sc:rvc:d une tc:rm. He has also been 
township auditor for abuut eighteen yc:ar,. He is une of the trustc:es of the 
H ughsian 1: ree School anJ a director in the library. He has b;:en trc:asurer 
of ·the CenteI'\'ille & Pineville pike ever since its start in 18~9. Mr. Iden 
is um: of the prmnin~t citizens of Bucks County. His :mcest.:y presumably 
Jates b:ick to the time of Henry VI. and Shakespeare. He is a public-spirit
ed. intelligent and enterprising citizen, and has wan the confidence of all 
with whom he has done busim::ss. Mr. Iden is the uni)· pc·rsun of the name 
in the State." 

• George Iden's estate is mentioned ,,n pa,e;e 10 of Administrators' Bond Book 
B, Bucks Count)', September 27, 1800. 

• • Hannah Iden of Solcsburr, left a \\'ill which \\'as prob:ited March 4, 1S40, 
which would indicate the affluent condition of the family. She left bequests to her 
eldest daughter, Ann Child, and her son Richard Child; to a granddaughter, Hannah 
Iden Evans, the residence and furnishings; to a daughter, Hannah Myers, all cash 
in the Philadelphia Savings Fund; to a granddaughter, Paulina Myers; to a daughter, 
Julia Roce; to a son, Jacob; to a son, Thomas, :ind his daughter, Mar)'; to a son, 
John; to a grandson, Thomas Iden, his father's share in a book 'The Advocate of 
Truth"; to a son Greenfield; to a grandson Joseph G. Rice and gra.'ldsons Willi:im 
Henry Rice, George I. Rice, Lewis Rice, to a daughter, Julia Rice, all my medi
cines"; to grandsons, William R. Evans and Caleb fa·ans; to a son, Jacob; to a 
grandson, George I. E\·ans cash from the estate in Ohio, to a grandson, Thomas 
Evans. 



Snm t1nd Da11ghtel's nf Randall Iden ,n 

In his will, James C. Iden left bequests to Buck.i~gham Hughsian 
Library Co., Bucking Meeting of Friends, Dr. Byron Thornton of Summit, 
New Jersey, Mary Ellen Doyton, and to several members of the Dogdale 
family of Richmond, Indiana. 
18. JESSE4 IDEN* (1782-1837), son of Randall' and Eleanor 
(Foulke) Iden, who took title to the old Randall Iden home in Richland, 
Pennsylvania, married Ann Wright. Jesse• !den's interest apparently was 
not limited to farming. Together with one Elijah Pugh he acquired the 
patent rights to Reading's Threshing Machine and to Reading's Corn 
Sheller. They sold the manufacturing rights in several Pennsylvania 
localities and deeds (1825-1826) for those rights are recorded at Norris
town, Pennsylvania. (Misc. No. 1 Deed 415, Deed 502, Deed 505.) 

In 1835 Jesse• Iden moved with his family to Richmond, Wayne 
County, Indiana, where his wife, Ann (Wright) Iden, died in 1842. 
2-t ELIZABETH• IDEN (1784-1824), daughter of George3 and Han
n.Lb (Foulke) Iden, and a granddaughter of Randall2 Iden, married Jona
than Evans. She died in 1824 at Sandy Hill, but her widower, with their 
son Thomas, moved to Ohio and resided near Mount Pleasant about 1830. 
1bomas Evans died at Mount Pleasant in 1883. Mary Evans, daughter of 
Thomas Evans, married Dr. Jonathan Taylor Updegraff, who was elected. 
Representative to the United States C..ongress from the Eighteenth District· 
uf Ohio in 1878, and re-elected in 1880 and in 1882. 
25. THOMAS• IDEN, son of George8 and Hannah (Foulke) Iden, 
w;1.s born in 1785. He married Rachel Parry and their children were: 

33. Charles Parry3 Iden, born 1818. 
34. Mary3 Iden. 

26. JOHN• IDEN (1787-1857), son of George3 and Hannah 
(Foulke) Iden, married Mary Vernon in 1806, according to records on 
file at Leesburg, Virginia. He was a cooper. He moved out of the State 
ui Pennsylvania and then moved back again into the State. It is recorded 
in Virginia that John• Iden once owned a farm in Loudoun County, which 
he sold in 1804. The children of John• and Mary (Vernon) Iden were: 

35. Hannah:. Iden, born 1815. 
36. Elizabeth5 Iden, born 1818. 
37. Williamr. Iden, born 1820. 

• Deed Book 78, page H6, Philadelphia: April 7, 18H - James C. Iden and 
Ellcn (Eleanor, his sister) Iden took title to property, deeded by Abraham Lower, 
located on Olive Street, near 11th St., Philadelphia. 
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27. GREENFIELD~ IDEN, son of George3 and Hannah (Foulke) 
Iden, was born in 1789. He was twice married, first to Beulah Green, 
who died in 1817, and secondly to Amy Hartly. He was l coachmaker. 
He is recorded as having one child by his first wife: 

38. Thomas Green3 Iden, born 1816. 
28. HANNAH4 IDEN, daughter of George:• and Hannah (Foulke) 
Iden and sister of Elizabeth (Iden) faa.ns, mentioned above, was born in 
-1792. She married Samuel Myers of Montgomery, Maryland, in 1818, 
and their daughter, Hannah Paulina Myers, was a legatee under the will 
of her grandmother, Hannah (Foulke) Iden in 1840. Hannah Paulina 
Myers was born at Sandy Springs, Maryland, in 1819. She graduated 
from the Women"s Medical College in Philadelphia in 1851 and was a 
pioneer woman physician of that city. She won her war to eminence 
through her skill and the do:;e attention she paid to her profession. She 
enjoyed the friendship and recognition of the leading surgeons and prac
titioners of her time. Her reputation was not confined to Philadelphia, 
as he~ sen•ices were sought by others, often from distant points. After 
forty years of practice she retired, having accumulated a modest fortune. 
In 1841 she married Thomas Elwood Longshore. Their daughter, Lu
cretia Mott Longshore, was born in 18:is at N!:=w Lisbon, Ohio, while 
her mother was on a \'isit to her p;uent.;. Lucretia Mott Longshore was 
president of the Pennsylvania State Suffrage Association, 1892-1908; 
first vice-president of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, 1912-
1914, and a member of the New Century Club, Civic Oub, etc. In 1867 
.she married Rudolph Blankenburg, a manufacturer and importer of Phib
delphia (firm name R. Blankenburg &. Co.). He was one of the origin-

,c, Will Book 41, page 13, Philadelphia: 
1837 - Jesse Iden this year willed tu his niece Eleanor F. Dugdale, his sister 

Jane Stokes, and his sister Susanna Jden, anJ tn th(' sun anJ Jaughter of his brother 
Samuel, James C. & Eleanor. 

Administmtors· Book R, page 288, Philadc:lphia: 
1837 - A notice of administration was filed by Richard S. Child of the property 

of Jesse Iden, who presumably died this same year. 
Administrators' Book Q, page 343, Philadelphia: 
1855 - A notice of administration by Richard S. ChilJ (son of Anna IJen and 

George Child) was filed of the property uf Margarlt Idc:n uf Philaddphia, who 
presumably died this same y:ar. 

page 344: 
1u, - Also a notice of administration by Samuel P. Iden was filed of the 

propert)· of Thomas Iden of Philadelphia, who presumably died this same year. 
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ators ot the Citizens' Permanent Relief Committee, and visited as its rep
resentaLive the famine regions of Russia in 1892. He was active in re
form politics and was elected County Commissioner and gave his three 
years' salary ($15,000) to police, firemen's and teachers' pension funds. 
He was elected a Reform Mayor of Philadelphia for the term beginning 
December 1, 1911. 

30. JACOB4 IDEN, son of George8 and Hannah (Foulke) Iden, was 
born in Richland Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, June 26, 1 798. 
He married Sarah Stringham December 27, 1837, and resided at Gaines, 
New '\ ork. His niece, Dr. Hannah Longshore, was one of the first medi
cal doc.ors of her sex. The children of Jacob• and Sarah (Stringham) 
Iden were: 

_,9. HannahG Iden (1838-1920), married William Coventry. The 
children of William and Hannah (Iden) Coventry were: 

Sarah Coventry (1858-1936), married first Calvin Yates and 
secondly Charles Baldwin, but had no children. 
Anna Coventry, married Olh-er Shalter and resides at Louns
berry, New York. 
William Coventry, born 1865, married Gertrude Beach and re
sides at Albion, New York. 
Frank Coventry, married Hattie Casement and resides at Albi~n; 
New York. 
Cora Coventry, married a Mr. Weigel, but had no children. 
May Coventry, mar~ied a Mr. Donnolly, but had no children. 
Minnie Coventry, married Eugene Haynes and had one son, 
Harrr Iden Haynes. After the death of Mr. Haynes, Minnie 
(Coventry) Haynes married Leon Wright, her brother-in-law. 
Hattie Coventry (1877-1914) married Leon Wright and had 
three daughters: Ruth Wright who married Eddie Dubiel and 
had one son, William Dubiel; Isabel Wright, who married Har
old Dahlquist; Dorothy Wright who married Charles Barrows 
and had one child, Charlene Claudette Barrows. 

40. Nancy3 Iden (1840-1850). 

,11. Annen Iden (1842-1913) married John H. Leonard on Novem
ber 15, 1865. John H. Leonard was a son of Ephraim Leonard 
who purchased a farm from the Holland land Company in 1815. 
This farm at Albion, New York, is still occupied by his descend
ants. 



The children of John H. and Anne (Iden) Leonard were: 
Sarah Lc.-onard ( 1866-190 3), m:mied Jesse Jobson. 
11:lr}· M. Leon:i.rd, born 1868, married 1. Lincoln Lettis on Feb
ruary 15, 1888. The [hildren of L. Lin~·oln :i.nJ Mary M. (Leo11-
:1rd) Lettis were: 

Ann.1 Leonard Lettis (1889-l!a>35). 
George Clarke Lettis, born 1895. m:1.rried Minnie Crossm.m 
and resides at Springfield, Massachusetts. Their t:hilJren 
were: Robert Clarke Lettis. Richard Lincoln Lettis, anJ ?,fari
lyn Lettis. 
Ch:1rles Frnn.:i~ Lettis. born I 898. marrieJ Edith Smallhom 
:1.nd had two sons: John Lewis Letris (J.1-:kit). boru 1:131; 
DCJuald Charles Lettis, born l!,136. 
~,i'illi:un Robert Lettis, born 1907. 

E. j.1}' Leonard ( 1873-1912). 
George Iden Leonard (187-i-1878). 

'-¾.:!. Geor!:e·· S. Iden ( 18-H-1926) . 
.:i" GEORGE-"· S. IDEN (18-13-1928), son of Jarnb' :md Sar.ih 
(Stringham) IJen, married twice. first to Evelyn Cugo .mJ secondly co 
Nellie Taylor. 111e children of George" S. and Evelyn (Cu!,!o) l,lc:n, hi,; 
first w.ife, were: 

-13. Williama Iden, resides at Syracuse, New York. 
-+'-l. Georgiana" Iden. adopted br ~Ir. & Mrs. Atwell. married a :Mr. 

Allis. 
The t"hildren o_f George' S. and Nellie (Taylor) Iden. his second wife, 
w1:re: 

45. George'1 S. Iden, Jr. (1882-1937). The name of his wife is nCJt 
gi\'en but he is known to ha\'e lud one son, (54) John Leonard; 
Iden of Buffalo, New York. 

46. Matie11 Iden, married Mr. Warne Wheeler of Lockport, New 
York. 

-17. John° Iden (1884-1906). 
-i8. Robert6 Iden, born 1R86, resides at West Orange, New Jersey. 

The name of his wife is not known, but his children were ( S S) 
Robert F.· Iden, born 1916; (56) Emily K:ttherine; Iden. born 
1918 and Charles; Iden, who died in 1937. 

49. Charlesq Iden, born 1S88. 
50. Loltisec Iden, born 1890. 
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Nina11 Iden, born 1892. Resides at East Avenue, Albion, New 
York. 

~ Twins0, died in infancy. 

A Philadelphia boy, Henry Sellers, published in 1878, a biographical 
volwne entitled "Two Years Behind the Plow"' which describes life on a 
Bucks County farm at that time. It is significant for it authenticates many 
of the habits and facts regarding the early settlers. Mr. Sellers said: 

"Bucks is one of three counties in the State of Pennsylvania first set
tled by William Penn, the great apostle of Quakerism, and his followers, 
two centuries ago; (this was written in 1878 and shortly prior thereto) 
and being one of the oldest, is one of the most populous and best culti
vated in the entire State. It takes its name from Buckinghamshire, in 
England, from whence Penn and many of his fellow colonists came. Ever 
since that time the county has been one of the strongholds of Quakerism 
on the American continent. 

"Being purely agricultural, it possesses no large towns or manufactur
ing centers within its borders, and as its lands have been held chiefly by 
the descendants of the original Quakers, together with a small admixture 
of Dutch colonists, it has offered but little inducement to the hordes of. 
emigrants from Europe who, of late years, have been invading many other 
parts of the United States, to cast their lots there." 

And, sp~ing further of th~ people of _Bucks County, Mr. Sellers 
said: 

"It was hard to understand why people born in the same county, and 
living together in close neighborhood, having public and private interests 
in common, more or less, like the Dutch and the Quakers, should con
tinue, generation after generation, to show such marked differences of 
..:haracter, language and habits. 

"Both classes were equally patriotic and proud of their native State. 
Thf>' met together at elections, at the markets and other public places, and 
always on friendly terms, but still the Dutch remained Dutch, and the 
Quakers Quakers. One difference was, that whilst nearly all the Dutch citi
zens spoke English - with strong foreign accent, it is true - very few, 
if any, of the Quakers spoke Dutch." 

The Iden history is further testimony of the inability of the two peoples 
to intermingle and intermarry. 
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This 11i,,;no.ture of R.-\XDALJ, IDEX, R<>n of the imniip;rant. 
nppea.ril as witness to the will of Thoma;o Foulke. dated l iStl. in 
the Recorder'!! Offit•e, Do~·le;ct~>wn, P:1., File Xu. :?lHt1. 

The si1mature of RAXDALL IDEX, the immigro.nt. 
The father'11 ~i)!;IUJ.ture i,i ;,ip;ned u.;; " Hundall l<len, Junior " and 
a1>pear1.1 o.s witne;iis to the will of John Le;ote1·. d:1ted January li-i. 
liOO, Library Folder CE--l!I. 
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VI. 

IN VIRGINIA 

In 1761 Charles Littlejohn con\'eyed 152 acres to SamueP Iden*, son 
of RanJall2 Iden, for a consideration of twenty pounds. This was part of a 
larger tract granted to John Anderson by deed from the Proprietor's of
fice in 1748, and it adjoined Benjamin Pool's land. The deed books at 
Leesburg, Virginia, are not sufficiently clear as to the location, but it 
would seem this I.ind was in the "Broad Run" section of the County of 
Loudoun. 

In 1770 Philip Baker conveyed 101 acres to Samuel Iden for a consid
eration of five shillings. 

In 1783 James DiUon conveyed a tract of land to Samuel Iden who 
:;tipulated that "a preaching house be erected thereon for the use of a 
society of people who called themselves Methodists and no other, that 
they may therein preach and expound God's Holy Word" etc. 

The stone building housing the Goose Creek Meeting of Quakers was 
erected at Lincoln, Virginia, in 1765, five years after Samuel Iden settled 
near by. This Meeting is thus mentioned in "History of Friends," by 
Samuel M. Janney, Vol. 3, page 248: 

··1n the year 1733 Amos Janney from Bucks County, Pennsylvania, mov
ed to Virginia and settled ten miles south of Potomac near the place 
where the town of Waterford has since been built. 
"When they came to Virginia the neighborhood where they settled w.is 
almost uninhabited but other Friends coming soon after settled near 
them, a meeting for worship was held at their house in 1733. 
"Ye Fairfax Friends Meeting was organized for worship in 1733; as a 
monthly meeting in 1745; and as a quarterly meeting in 1758." 
At Lincoln, Virginia, where the church was called Goose Creek Meet

ing House, on a large boulder marking the site of the first meeting we 
find this inscription: ''Here in a log house in the unbroken forest Hannah 
Janney, wife of Jacob Janney, worshipped weekly in 1736. In 1738 Friends 
Meetings were held in a private house once a month, then came a log 
meeting house, then the old stone house 1765, and the brick house in 
1817." 

* Samuel3 Iden is mentioned in the privious chapter, as the eldest son of Rari
dall1 and Margaret (Greenfield) Iden, and is given the individual number of 11. 
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It seems that Goose Creek Meeting at Lincoln, Fairfax !1.-leeting at 
Waterford, Hopewell just north of Winchester, and Woodlawn just be
low Alexandria took turns entertaining the Quarterlr Meetings. 

According to deeds on file in the county seat at Leesburg, Virginia, 
Samuel• Iden, son of Randall2 and Margaret (Greenfield) Iden, purchaseJ 
land on Goose Creek, Loudoun Count}·, Virginia, on October 6, 1761. 
Loudoun Count}" was separated from Fairfax County shortly before Samuel 
Iden moved there. In his will he spelled his name "Idon," the last of the 
line to use that spelling. His will was dated 17';)7 and was filed for prc
b-.1te thrc.-e years later, which indicates that he died in 1800. This will 
named all values in Pounds (English moner), whereas the ;1,xounting c,i 
his estate was given in Doliars (C.S. money). 

Samuel3 Iden, in his will dated 1797*, named three sons. To hi:; 
namesake (54) Samuel~ Iden, he left the plantation, including sfavc:s, 
li\·estock and equipment; to (55) John~ and (56) Jacob·• he left ca:;h 
bequests. He also named the following daughters: (57) lfanna• Folly, 
(58) Sabilla• Clarpole and (59) Eliz:i.beth• Millwn. He also named 
thre.: children of. his daughter (60) Mary-' Hoge, to wit: Ann", SamueF
and Abner· Hoge, indicating that Marr wJ.s then dece:i.scd. To his "lo\'
ing wife Cathron Idon" he gaYe "A con\'enient house on the Plantation 
where I now live with firewood sufficient allwise at her door and to keep 
two Cows the Year through and all my Household furniture that I now 
Possess and a!l kichen likewise and the interest of One Hundred PounJs 
to be paid to her Yearly and also to take care of her in sickness and in 
health liO that shee may not suffer for anything and at her Death to be 
decently Buried and at her Deceas that shee may give all her cloathing 
and Household furniture to who shee thinks Proper." He gave his son 
Samuel' Iden, as the executor, three years within which to discharge these 
behests. 

We know that one member of SJ.muel" Iden·s family fought in the 
Revolution:iry War - hi~ son' John4 Iden. According to family tradition, 
it is believed that his son, Jacob• Iden, also served in the Revolt:tionary 
War, despite the fact that there is no official record in the ·war Depart
ment of his having done so. This is not surprising, howcve:, :is the 

• Will llook F, page 199. 
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records of the Revolutionary for.:es were very inadequate. Samuel4 Iden, 
son of Samuel~ and Cathron Iden, was probably too young at the time, 
and it is also noted that the son, Samuel' Iden, inherited his father's farm, 
which would indicate that he had remained at home and helped his father 
to run the farm throughout the war. 

In his will, Samuel3 Iden mentions also Sabilla4 Claypole as his 
daughter. It is understood that Sabilla's husband was killed in the Revo
lutionary War, and while this cannot be officially confirmed, it is claimed 
by many descendants that their son, born posthumously to Claypole, was 
named George Washington, but came to be known as an Iden rather than 
a Claypole. This would account for the parentage of George Washington~ 
Iden, named in Chapter IX. 

54. SAMUEL' IDEN, son of Samuel'! Iden and Cathron Iden, was born 
in Loudoun County, Virginia, June 16, 1763, and died in 1844. Old 
records at Leesburg, Virginia, indicate that Samuel4 Iden married Sarah 
Ilishop in 1803. Samuel4 Iden bequeathed his plantation to his son-in-
1:iw, Thomas O"Neale, leaving to him the care of the widow, Sarah. Other 
children mentioned in the will were (61) Hannah;\ Craven, wife of Mah
Ion Craven, and three sons, ( 62) Thomas·; Iden (born 1 79.,_), ( 63) 
Randel6 Iden, and (64) ElP Iden. To his daughter Hannah:; and to his 
three sons, Samuel• Iden left cash bequests, but mentioned especially his 
son Thomas:; who "'has done more for me than the others." According to 
the records of the Society of Friends, Samuel4 Iden had previously mar
ried, while living in Bucks Coqnty, Pennsylvania, a Martha White ( ?) . 
It was their daughter, Hannah3 Iden (1793-1879), who was married on 
March 8, 1810, by Rev. John Littlejohn, to Mahlon Craven (1786-1849). 

Mahlon and Hannal13 (Iden) Craven had several children, among 
them being Leander Craven (1818-1898) who married at Fredericktown, 
Ohio, on December 1, 1842, Leonora Jane Ewers (1824-1898). Leander 
.md Leonora Jane (Ewers) Craven had Marcella Craven (1847-1886) 
who married Elias Cooper (1848-1896) at Fredericktown, Ohio. They 
had two children, Ada Cooper and Mildred Cooper. Mildred Cooper 
married William Ackerman in 1905. 

62. THOMAS• IDEN ( 1794-1876), son of Samuel" and his first wife, 
Martha (White) Iden, was born in Loudoun County, Virginia. He mov
ed to Ohio in 1829, locating in Licking County. 

Thomas·; Iden (1794-1876) son of Samuel4 Iden and Elizabeth (Hill) 
lden had four children: 
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T. J.8 Iden, Samuel0 Iden, Townsen° Iden, and Washington8 Iden. 
Washington° Iden (wife u.nknow~) had six children: Thomas7 Ben

jamin Iden, Lee7 Ander Iden, Mary7 Iden, Mark7 Iden, (Zanesville, 
Ohio) and two children died in infancy. 

Thomas B.7 Iden (1846-1927) married Susan Hazlett and they had 
five children: 

Oliver L.8 Iden, born March 10, 1874, married Bessie E. Holmes 
( 1873) , and they had two sons: 

Holmes• Iden born January 4, 1904, married Eugenia Nobel, 
June 7, 1934. They had two sons: 

John Holmes10 Iden, born September 10, 1938. 
Frank Nobel 111 Iden, born September 21, 1939. 

Loyd" Iden, born July 28, 1905, married Grace Warner, June 9, 
19 32 and they had three children: 

Elizabeth Lee10 Iden, born November 22, 1933. 
Oliver Loyd10 Iden, born February 22, 1935. 
George W'. 111 Iden, born February 22, 1939. 

A. M.~ Iden, born April 1870- ) married Nettie Hupp to 
which two sons and two daughters were born: (No children by 
his second wife Ura Augusta Hurse)", whom he married in 1909: 

Charles• Iden born April 17, 1893 married Zona Fountain, 
March 17, 1913. They had hyo children: 

Cletus10 Iden, born, October 30, 1918, married Doris 
Wheeler, November 23, 1938. 
Pauline10 Opal Iden, born March 30, 1914. 

Bessie• Iden, born November 26, 1890. Registered Nurse. 
Vernon• Iden, born October 21, 1899, married Ethel Lough
man March 23, 1921 and they had four children: 

Bernadetta10 Iden, born 
Ellagene10 Iden, born 
Darrell10 Iden, born 
Donald10 Iden, born 

Iva Marie' Iden, born July 3, 1897, married Carl Hurd De
cember 25, 1917. They had three sons: 

Edwin10 Iden, born October 22, 1918, married Opal Boyer 
and they had one child: Janet11 (Iden) Hurd (1941). 
Robert10 Iden, born 
Eugene10 Iden, born 
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frank J.ii Iden, born July 14, 1868, married Mabel E. Bonifield 
(1872) April 17, 1894. They had three sons: 

Roy V.9 Iden, born November 6, 1896. Married Rosamond 
Spencer November, 1915. They had one daughter: 

Pauline1" Iden, born June 30, 1918. 
Grace11 Iden, born April 14, 1902, married Walter Somerville, 
1919, they had one son: 

William1" (Iden) Somerville, born January 23, 1921: he 
married Maxine Morris in 1939 and they had two daugh
ters: 

Jannie Margo11 Somerville born March 30, 1939. 
Connie Joan11 Somerville, born April 17, 1940. 

Gladys9 Iden, born June 23, 1904, married Edwin Schaum, 
August 7, 1937. 

Dr. Frank J.9 Iden (1868- ) was born two and one-half miles 
north of Brownsville, Flint Ridge, Licking County, farmed, taught 
school, attended The University of Medicine, Louisville, Kentucky 
and graduated 1894 and has been practicing medicine ever since
and he says, 'Tm still going strong at Dresden, Ohio." His wife 
died March 7, 1937. He relates the following concerning Thom:is" 
Iden (1794-1876) - "I remember great-grand-dad Thomas be7 

cause when he dressed up he wore a long (Prince Albert type) 
coat and a tall silk hat. Great grandmother wore a dress as big 
around as a barrel, comi~g clear down to the floor (hoop-skirts) 
with a string tied around her waist." Impressions, odd impressions 
stJ.y with one a lifetime when such impressions are gotten during 
one's childhood and I (Raymond J.) envy my doctor-cousin of 
such recollections. 
William C.8 Iden, born April 30, 1872, married 
R:ll:hel8 Iden, deceased. 

(Court records at Warrenton, Virginia, state: "John T. Iden died 
1875." His will on file at Warrenton, Virginia, names a widow, Virginia, 
nnd two daughters, Lulu and Bessie. Record of Deeds shows the three of 
them purchased a home at Hamilton, Virginia.) 

63. RANDOLPH3 (1796-1846) (Randel) IDEN, son of Samuel4 and 
his first wife Martha (White) Iden, was born in Loudoun County, Vir
ginia. In 1819 Randolph3 Iden married Matilda Houser at Warrenton, 
Virginia. They later moved to Newark, Ohio. Their children were: 
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66. George' Iden. 
67. Fred• Iden. 

64. ELI" IDEN {1799-1855), son of Samuel4 and his first wife Martha 
(White) Iden was born in Loudoun County, Virginia. In 1822 Eli1 Iden 
married Harriet Dawson ( 1801-188-1) at Warrenton, Virginia. Their 
children were: 

68. Martha Ann° Iden (1823- ) 
69. Thomas Turner" Iden (1824- ) 
70. Hannah "Jain"0 Iden ( 1826- ) 
71. Mary '"Elen"6 Iden (1827- ) 
72. "Lucinday"'0 Iden (1829- ) 
73. Samuel Dorsey" Iden {1831- ) 
74. Sarah Rosanah8 Iden (1834- ) 
75. Mahlon Craven• Iden {1837-1901), married Orinda Jane Boone. 
76. Lydia '"Emliley"8 Iden (1839- ) 
77. "Juley" C.11 Iden (1841- ) 
78. Harriet Maria8 Iden {18??- ) 

65. T. J. 11 IDEN (1841- ), son of Thomas5 :ind Elizabeth (Hill) 
Iden, moved to Leroy, Illinois, in 1863. T. J.'1 Iden married Rebecca 
Cochran, and their children were: 

79. John W.7 Iden, (1870- ) 
80. Edgar H.- Iden, (1873- ) 

75_. MAHL0N CRAVEN• IDEN (1837-1901), son of EJir. and Har
riet (Dawson) Iden, married Orinda Jane Boone {1849-1895). Their son 
was (81) Eugene Wil59n• Iden, born November 16. 1869. 
81. EUGENE WILSON· IDEN (1869- ), son of Mahlon Craven11 

and Orinda Jane (Boone) Iden, married first, Rose Fisher, who died 
August 24, 1909. He married secondly, on April 18,1912, Jessie Ann 
(Patterson) Martin. Engene Wilson7 Iden is a dentist in general practice 
in Cleveland, Ohio. He graduated in 1899. 

The children of Eugene Wilson· and his first wife, Rose (Fisher) Iden, 
were: 

82. Fred Boone8 Iden, born February 11, 1900, married Hazel Burt, 

and has one son, (86) Fred Ronald8 Iden, born July 27, 1933. 

Fred Boone8 Iden is an engineer with General Electric Company, 

Oeveland, Ohio. 
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83. Wilbert M.8 Iden, D.D.S., bom November 6, 1903, married Thel
ma E. Dowell and has two children: (85) Robert Eugene8 Iden, 
born October 5, 1931, and (87) Janet9 Iden, born November 2, 
1935. Wilbert M.8 Iden is a dentist at Vermilion, Ohio. 

Eugene Wilson7 Iden and his second wife, Jessie Ann Patterson Mar
tin) Iden, had one son: 

84. Eugene Dixon8 Iden, D.D.S., born May 14, 1914. He is a recent 
graduate of the University of Indiana, College of Dentistry. 

55. JOHN4 IDEN, son of Samuel3 and Cathron Iden, was born in 
Richland, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, November 5, 1755, and removed 
with his father to Virginia in 1760. 

In Mount Tabor Cemetery, in the vicinity of Chesterville, Ohio, we 
find the following inscriptio~ on the tombstone of John Iden: "JOHN 
IDEN, a soldier of the American Revolution, died June 6th, 1847; age 
94 years, six months and three days ( ?) . (This would indicate that he 
was born in 1752, November 5.) Hannah Russell Iden died March 2, 
1847." (See chapter VIII, entitled "Sons of the Revolution.") 

56. JACOB~ IDEN, son of Samuela and Cathron Iden, according to old 
records at Leesburg, Virginia, purchased a farm on Goose Creek in 1806. 
Jacob4 !den's estate was dissolved in 1824 and an accounting filed with the·. 
court in February, 1825, indicating hat he died in 1824. The children 
of Jacob4 Iden and his wife Elizabeth were: 

88. William Parkerson• Iden. 
89. Mandley• Iden (1796-1883). 
90. Hannah:, Iden, married William Hardy. 
91. Catherine• Iden, married Samuel Gibson in 1833 and resided at 

Upperville, Virginia. 
92. Lucinda& Iden, married Watson Bowie and resided in Fauquier 

County, Virginia. 
93. Sarah• Iden, married Major H. McCarter (McArtor) in 1828. 
94. Nancy Ann5 Iden, married Stephen Reid in 1815 and resided at 

Upperville, Virginia. 

88. WILLIAM PARKERSON3 IDEN, son of Jacob4 and Elizabeth 
Iden, married Elizabeth Glascock in 1829 and resided in Fauquier County, 
Virginia. Their children were: 

95. Mary11 Iden, married a Mr. Templeton. 
96. Thomas B.11 Iden, died 1907, married Mary Catharin ..... . 

No offspring. 
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97. James S.0 Iden. The name of his wife is not known, but he bad 
one son, (112) George· Iden. 

98. John8 Iden. 
99. Joseph8 Iden. 

100. Louise6 Iden. 
101. Samuel8 Iden. 
102. Benjamin8 Iden. 

It is believed that most of the male offspring of William Parkerson'' 
Iden were killed in the Civil War. 

89. MANDLEY• IDEN (1796-1883), son of Jacob' and Elizabeth 

Iden, resided in Fauquier County, Virginia, near Marshall, Virginia, and 

was a neighbor of John Marshall, the first Chief Justice of the United 

States. Mandley5 Iden aligned himself with the protestant faith known 

as "Primitive Baptist" and all of his children became members of this 

austere faith, some of his grandchildren remain members of that church. 

He named his youngest son after a preacher in the Primitive Baptist 

Church, a Mr. Gilmore. Mandley~ Iden was twice married, first to Matilda 

liyrnes and secondly to Elizabeth Pierce. 

The children of Mandley• Iden and his first wife, Matilda (Byrnes) 
Iden were: 

103. Annau Iden ( 1828- ) , marr~ed a Mr. Robert Reid and re-
sided in Missouri. Her grandson, Robert Kemper Reid, is a 
resident of Columbia, Missouri. 

104. Hannah' Iden (1830- ) , married Mr. Cliarles Board and 
resided at Linden, Warren County, Virginia. 

105. Jacob8 Iden (1832-1861), married a Miss Mollie Peacock and 
resided in Fairfax County, Virginia. They had one child ( 113) 
Daist Iden, who died in infancy. 

The children of Mandley3 Iden and his second wife, Elizabeth 
(Pierce) Iden were: 

106. Florida8 Iden (1837-1875), unmarried. Resided in Fauquier 
County, Virginia. 

107. Abner" Iden (1839-1910), resided at Delaplane, Virginia. 
108. John Newton' Iden (1842-1922), resided at Vienna, Virginia. 
109. Benjamin Franklin8 Iden (1844-1933), resided at Manassas, 

Virginia. 
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110. Sarah Frances6 Iden (1848-1872), married a Mr. Naaman Pea
cock, and resided at Vienna, Virginia. They had one child 
which died in infancy. 

111. William Gilmore" Iden {1852- ), resides at Washington, 
D. C. 

Many of the Iden men were of an age to serve in the Civil War. Sev
eral gave their lives for the cause of the South. The two sons of Mandley1 

Iden, however, Abner' and John Newton8, did come through alive, re
turning home poor and stripped of everything but the clothes on their 
backs. 

Abner' and John Newton' Iden were with their regiments below 
Richmond in Spottsylvania County when the war came to an end. Abner8 

was compelled to walk all the way home to Leesburg, camping at night 
with friendly farmers. John' was on a foraging expedition when the 
armistice came. He was fortunate enough to find a mule which he took 
for himself and rode home. A horse which he had captured was pre
sented to another demobilized soldier. 

104. HANNAH' IDEN (1830- ), daughter of Mandley3 Iden 
and his tirst wife, Matilda (Byrnes) Iden, married Charles Board and re
sided at Linden, Warren County, Virginia. Their children were: 

Lillie Scott Board, born January 8, 1855. 
Annie Matilda Board, born March 18, 1856, married James Franklin 
Grant (1848-1941) and resided at Linden; Warren County, Virginia. 
Their children were: · 

Reno Oyde Grant, born October 13, 1879, married Robert Smith 
Grubbs, born 1878, and resides at Warrenton, Virginia. Their 
children were: 

Ruth Lillian Grubbs, born December 19, 1905, married Wil
liam Rice Matthews, born June 12, 1901, and resides at Front 
Royal, Virginia. Their children were: William Rice Matthews, 
Jr., born 1927; Ruth Worthington Matthews (Sue), born 
1931, and Clyde Walter Matthews, born 1935. 
Helen Grace Grubb, born December 28, 1910, married first 
Keith Rogers and had two sons, Keith Rogers, Jr. born May 
11, 1934; and James Grant Rogers, born September 10, 1935. 
Her second husband is Lieutenant-Commander Belch, United 
States Navy, born November 11, 1897. 
Joyce Ann Grubbs, born April 18, 1916. 
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Mary Maxine Grubbs, born January 19, 1919, married Francis 
Hicks and had one son, Wayne Kent Hicks, born January 17, 
1938. 

Herbert Franklin Grant, born January 21, 1881, married Martha 
Deneale (1878-1930) and resides at _Linden, Virsinia. Their chil
dren were: 

Katherine Grant, born .August 4, 1905, married Charles Chick. 
Deneale Franklin Grant, born 1908, married Frances Hoskins 
and had one son: James Deneale Grant. 
Melba May Grant, born 1914, married Robert Short and had 
one child, Martha .Ann Short. 

Nellie Scott Grant, born .April, 1883 and died October 1883. 
Sybel May Grant, born February 22, 1888, married William Fred
erick HeUmuth, born 1887, and has two children: William Fred
erick Hellmuth, Jr., born 1920, and James Grant Hellmuth, born 
1922. They reside at Washington, D. C. 
.Annie Grace Grant, born November 22, 1890, married Ernest E. 
Marlow, born 1888, and resides at Linden, Virginia. Their son is 
Ernest Grant Marlow, born 1924. 

Mary Elizabeth Board, born January 18, 1859, married Montez T. 
Stephenson and had four children: 

Lola Montez Stephenson, born October 5, 1877, married John 
Smith and resides at Linden, Virginia . 
.Audrq Stephenson. 
Daisy Odessa Stephenson, born January 4, 1881, married Bernard 
Daniel Donaldson, born July 11, 1878, and resides at .Alexandria, 
Virginia. Their children are: 

Mildred Elizabeth Donaldson, born 1921. 
.Audry May Donaldson, born 1922. 

John Trueman Stephenson, born October 25, 1883, married Maude 
Metz, born .April 17, 1885, and resides at Front Royal, Virginia. 
Their daughter is Dorothy .Ann Stephenson, born 1923. 
William David Stephenson, born July 25, 1890, married Julia E. 
Russell, born 1899, and resides at Marshall, Virginia. Their chil
dren are: 

William Russell Stephenson, born 1920. 
Lola Elizabeth Stephenson, born 1922. 
Jackson Palmer Stephenson, born 1929. 
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Luther Iden Board, born 1860, married Lucy McCuen and resides at 
Front Royal, Virginia., Their children are: 

Rosa Lee Board, married Edwin J. Latimer and resides at Front 
Royal, Va. 
WilJiam Houston Board, married Mae Houze and had three chil
dren: 

William Houston Board, Jr. 
Charles Berkeley Board. 
Elaine Board. 

Charles Berkeley Board, married a Miss Houze and had one child, 
Rosa Lee Board. 
Floyd Jackson Board, born 1895, married a Miss Georga. 

Turner Ashby Board. 
Ida May Board (1867-1939), married Henry .Arthur Hall (1865· 
1939) and resided at Washington, D. C. They had two children: 

Corrie S. Hall, born November 29, 1893. Resides at Washington, 
D. C. 
Otis Berkeley Hall, born June 19, 1895, married Ethel L. Frances 
Clements (1903-1937), and resides at Washington, D. C. 

Mandley Board (1868-1940), married Lena R. Reid and had two 
children: ·. · · ·· · 

Lillian Board, married J. Leon J3rogan, and had one son: John 
Leon Brogan, Jr. 
Mandley Board, Jr. 

107. J\BNER0 IDEN (1839-1910), son of Mandley3 Iden and his 
second wife, Elizabeth (Pierce) Iden, married Catherine Elizabeth Brown 
(1839-1912). He served in Stribling's Battery during the Civil War and 
was wounded at the Battle of Seven Pines near Richmond. He was :1 

f ;irmer and resided at Delaplane, Virginia. The children of .Abner8 and 
Catherine Elizabeth (Brown) Iden were: 

114. Susan Elizabeth; Iden (1871-1917), married Francis Levi 
Nichols (1862-1918) and resided at Delaplane, Virginia. Their 
children were: 

Francis Henry Nichols, bom 1903, married Miss Olli Brauti
gan. They have one daughter: Caroline Elizabeth Nichols, 
born 1931. 

Abner Iden Nichols, born 1910. 
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115. Constance Lee: Iden (1873-1902), married Frank Marvin Silcott 
(1845-1927) and had two children: 

Robert Euclid Silcott, born August 14, 1899, married Miss 
Helen Frances Revall and has one daughter, Doris Lee Silcott, 
born June 2, 1923. They reside at 713 N. Garfield Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. 
Gladys Iden Silcott, born 1901. Resides at Delaplane, Virginia. 

116. Lulah Burham: Iden, born 1876, unmarried. Resides at Dela
plane, Virginia. 

117. Robert Carroll: Iden, born 1879, 

118. Annie Green: Iden, born 11:182, unmarried. Resides at Dela-
plane, Virginia. 

108. JOHN NEWTON• IDEN (1842-1922), son of Mandlef Iden 
and his second wife, Elizabeth (Pierce) Iden, was born in Fauquier Coun
ty, Virginia. He married Miss Mary Virginia Smith (1848-1938) on 
April 6, 1869. He served in the Civil War in Stribling's Battery, 1861-
1865, and fought in the battles of Bull Run and Gettysburg. He was a 
farme~and resided at Vienna, Virginia. The children of John Newton8 

and Mary Virginia (Smith) Iden were: 

119. Minnie Lee• Iden, born February 20, 1870, married first Henry 
Simpson who died in 1917, and secondly, in 1931, Harrison 
Ettgin. They reside at Vienna, -Fairfax County, Virginia. 

120. Mandley Temple• Iden, born July 14, 1878. 

121. Benjamin Bridges• Iden, born October 30, 1881. 

122. James: Iden, born May 12, 1887. 

123. Sarah Frances: Iden (1872-1876). 

109. DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: IDEN {1844-1933), son of 
Mandley5 and Elizabeth (Pierce) Iden, his second wife, married Miss 
Virginia John Hooe. He graduated from Washington University (now 
Maryland University) about 1870. He was a medical doctor and re
sided at Manassas, Virginia. Virginia John (Hooe) Iden died January 
14, 1941. The children of Benjamin Franklinu and Virginia John 
(Hooe) Iden were: 

124. John Hooe• Iden, M.D., born 1874. 
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125. Pauline Elizabeth~ Iden, born 1877, graduated with A.B. degree 
from Goucher College and took post-graduate work in mathe
matics at Cornell University. Married S. I. Ballard and resides 
at 3231 N. Albermarle Street, Arlington, Virginia. They have 
one daughter: 

Virginia Elizabeth Ballard, born 1914, who married Robert 
Bray. 

126. Jane Mason· Iden, born 1880, graduated with a degree of A.B. 
from Goucher College. Married a Mr. Benoist and resides at 
5479 31st Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. They have one 
daughter: 

Mary Louise Benoist, born 1909. 
127. Benjamin Franklin· Iden, Jr., M.D., born 1883. 
128. Virginia Hansbrough-; Iden, born 1887, graduated with A.B. 

degree from Randolph-Macon College. Married Captain Joseph 
Campbell Bennet and resides at Fairfax, Virginia. They have 
three children: 

Mary Fleming Bennet, born 1921. 
Virginia John Bennet, born 1924. 
Joseph Campbell Bennet, Jr., born 1925. 

111. WILLIAM GILMORE' IDEN, born 1852, son of Mandley;; and·: 
Elizabeth (Pierce) Iden, his second wife, married Miss Susan Fauntleroy 
Hooe. A retired farmer and merchant who resided at Manassas, Vir
ginia and Washington, D. C. The children of William Gilmore0 anJ 
Susan Fauntleroy (Hooe) Iden were: 

129. frank Hansbrough· Iden, born 1882. 
130. Virginius Gilmore; Iden, born 1885. 

117. ROBERT CARROLV IDEN, born January 27, 1879, son of 
Abner8 and Catherine Elizabeth (Brown) Iden, as a farmer and merchant 
and resides at Delaplane, Virginia. He married Miss Lucy Dora John
ston (born 1883), daughter of Mandley P. and Annie Elizabeth (Davis) 
Johnston, and they have one son: 

131. Carroll Samuel• Iden, born February 18, 1918, who graduated 
with a degree of A.B. from the University of Virginia. 

120. MANDLEY TEMPLE; IDEN, born 1879, son of John Newton8 

:mJ Mary Virginia (Smith) Iden, married a Miss Eva Windsor in 1907 
and resides at 1045 N. Nelson Street, Arlington, Virginia. The children 
of Mandley Temple· and Eva (Windsor) Iden were: 
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132. Evelyn~ Iden. 
133. Windsor• Iden. 
134. Lewis8 Iden. 
13 5. Dorothy8 Iden. 
136. Catherine" Iden. 
13 7. Charles" Iden, deceased. 
138. Betty5 Iden. 
139. Paulineb Iden. 
140. Williams Iden. 

121. BENJAMIN BRIDGES~ IDEN, born October 30, 1881, son of 
John Newton~ and Mary Virginia (Smith) Iden, in 1907 married Miss 
Elizabeth Powell Oliver, born January 16, 1883, and resides at Vienna, 
Virginia. They have two children: 

141. Oliver Temple8 Iden, born February 21, 1908, married Mary 
Jayne Glover, born April. 20, 1907. 

142. Mary Eunice8 Iden, born April 28, 1910, married Roger Aloysius 
Coupe, born July 22, 1909. 

122. JAMES· IDEN, born May 12, 1887, son of John Newton° and 
Mary Virginia (Smith) Iden, in 1907 married Miss Bessie Irene Follin, 
born 1887, and resides in Arlington County, Virginia. Their children 
were: 

143. Vernon Marshall• Iden, born August 4, 1908, married Mildred 
D. Eicholz on January 15, 1934, and has one son, (149) Ver
non Marshall" Iden, Jr., born November 8, 1936. They reside in 
Arlington County, Virginia. 

144. Elsie Lee• Iden (1910-1912). 
145. James Dalton8 Iden, born September 14, 1912, married Lorraine 

Roberts on August 25, 1936, and res.ide in Arlington County, 
Virginia. 

146. Mildred Virginia11 Iden, born November 15, 1916. Resides in 
Arlington County, Virginia. 

147. Stanley Harrison' Iden, born November 13, 1927. Resides in 
Arlington County, Virginia. 

124. DR. JOHN HOOE• IDEN, born November 4, 1874, son of Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin" and Virginia John (Hooe) Iden, graduated in Medi
cine from the University of Virginia. He married Miss Marianna Bra
zill. Captain in United States Navy, surgeon for the United States Pacific 
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Fleet. Retired to pr:ictice medicine in Washington, D. C. Resides at 
Manassas, Virginia. 

127. DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN• IDEN, JR., born 1883, son of 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin• and Virginia John (Hooe) Iden, graduated in 
Medicine from the Uiversity of Virginia. Married Miss Pauline Nichol. 
Served in United States Navy, 1913-1921. Practices medicine in Wash
ington, D. C. 

129. FRANK HANSBROUGH7 IDEN, born 1882, son of William 
Gilmore" and Susan Fauntleroy (Hooe) Iden, graduated with degrees of 
B.S. and C.E. from Washington & Lee University. Sanitary engineer for 
the District of Columbia. Married Mrs. Alma (Reid) Garton and resides 
at 615 Twenty-sixth Street, South Arlington, Virginia. 

130. VIRGINIUS GILMORE• IDEN, born August 7, 1885, son of 
William Gilmore" and Susan Fauntleroy (Hooe) Iden, graduated with a 
degree of A.B. from Washington & Lee University in 1907. He was 
correspondent from 1907 to 1917; trade journal editor, 1917-1921; man
aging editor of New York Journal of Commerce, 1921-1927; then became 
a trade association executive, Secretary of American Institute of Steel Con
struction. Married Miss Minna N. Thompson of Martinsburgh, West 
Virginia, and resides at New York, N. Y. and Bay Head, New Jersey. 
They have one daughter (148) Gloria Potter' Iden, born 1926. · 
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VII. 

IN WEST VIRGINIA 

The '"Northern Neck of Virginia" was a tract of land granted by 
King Charles II to Lord Culpepper when Governor of Virginia, and of 
which Lord Fairfax afterwards became proprietor by inheritance. It was 
a pdncely grant, extending from the shore of Chesepeake Bay to the sum
mit of the Allegheny Mountains, and embracing all that territory bounded 
on the northeast and north by the Potomac River throughout its entire 
length, and on the south by the Rappahannock to its head waters, and 
thence by a line extending westward to the head spring of the North 
Branch of the Potomac. 

While there was a settlement on the James River as early as 1607, 
there is no documentary proof of any immigration to the Valley of the 
Shenandoah for more than a hundred rears later. And these settlers 
Jid not come from the East, but from the North, across the Potomac. Nor 
were these hardy pioneers the English Episcopalians who had already 
settled in the Tidewater, but Scotch-Irish Presbyterians and Quakers who 
had landed at northern ports and pushed their way south and west across 
the Delaware, the Susquehanna and the Potomac. It is said the first white 
man to settle in this backwoods country was a Welshman by the name 
of Morgan .Morgan in 1726. Six years later, viz: in 1732, Joist Hite, in 
company with sixteen families, came from Pennsylvania and settled at or 
uear what is known at Bartons\'ille, six miles southwest of Winchester, 
which was the first regular settlement west of the Blue Ridge in Virginia. 
Old records also speak of the early settlers who crossed the Potomac at 
Shepherdstown and located on the Opecquon. 

A considerable body of Quakers had settled about Ross (now Wash
ington) Spring, six miles north of Winchester, and had built the "Hope
well Meeting House" sc. \ eral years earlier than the settlement on the 
upper Opecquon. Certificates of marriage preserved by that meeting indi
cate that the settlement had been established b)' 1735. There is additional 
proof that there were "white inhabitants in this Valley previous to about 
1733." Governor Spottswood of Virginia signalized his term of office 
by earnest efforts to secure settlements on his western frontier, and there
by afford prota:tion to Eastern Virginia a-gainst incursions by the Indians. 
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This fact is well known, despite the treaty effected in 1722 by Spottswood 
with the Indians which, while imposing no restrictions whatever upon 
the movement of the whites, bound the Indians, under the severest pen
alties, not to cross the Potomac or the Blue Ridge, in either direction, with
out special permission. 

By the Act of the Assembly of Virginia in 1 738 the County of Fred
erick was formed, and the reason for creating that county was that '"great 
numbers of people have settled themselves of late - - - on the northwest 
side of the Blue Ridge, whereby the strength of the colony, and its se
curity,. and its revenues are like to be increased." In 1772 the northern 
part of this county was separated from Frederick and was known as 
Berkeley County until 1801, at which time Berkeley was again divided 
into Morgan, Jefferson and Berkeley Counties. Of course these counties 
became a part of West Virginia when that state was separated· from 
Virginia. 

Samuel8 Iden (1730-1800) was probably the first of the family to 
settle in Virginia, .in 1760, as already recounted. During his lifetime 
other relatives visited and lived for a time with him, or nearby, in Vir
ginia, as existing records show. The pioneer spirit in this family led 
others to seek land further west. T'tey settled in what was Frederick 
County, Virginia, and before Jefferson, Morgan and Berkeley were divided 
from that county. · · · 

Records show that one Josiah• Iden (1750-1807) owned land in 
Frederick County, Virginia. His parentage is not given, nor the name of 
his wife. He was a farmer. The children of Josiah3 Iden were: 

Jonah• Iden (1773-1825), farmer, resided in Morgan County, West 
Virginia. Name of his wife not given. He had six children, three 
boys and three girls, names unknown. 
Jonathan' Iden (1785-1875), born and resided in Frederick County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia. 

JONATHAN• IDEN (1785-1875), son of Josiah3 Iden, was bom 
and reared in Frederick County, Virginia, which at that time included all 
of Jefferson, Morgan and Berkeley Counties of what is at present West 
Virginia. He married Catherine Jolly (1784-1872) and they had seven 
children, three boys and four girls. Jonathan' Iden was a fanner and 
miller. Among the seven children of Jonathan' and Catherine (Jolly) 
Iden were: 

Lucy3 Iden. 
Ellena Iden. 
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Jonathan~ Iden, Jr., (1814-1844), a miller. 
Benjamin° Iden, a miller. 

JONATHAN· IDEN, Jr. (11:114-1844), son of Jonathan4 and Cather
ine (Jolly) Iden, resided in Frederick County, Virginia. In 1839 he 
m:trried Mary Wa&Bener ( 1817-1885). The three children of Jonathan, 
Jr.,6 and Mary (Waggener) Iden were: 

Parkersoo8 Iden (1840-1909), resided in Morgan County, West 
Virginia. 
Jonathan8 Iden (1842-1890). We have no information as to the 
name of his wife, but he is reported to have had two sons: 

Henry; Iden, deceased. 
A. J.; Iden. born about 1859, who married Lena . . . . and re• 
sides at 1716 Orchard Avenue, Glendale, California. A. p and 
Lena Iden ha,·e two sons: Kenneh;, Iden and Robert~ Iden. 

Jackson• Iden (1844-1865), resided in Morgan County, West Vir
ginia. 

Jonathan· Iden, Jr., was killed by a falling tree while_ cutting timber 
in 1844. Mary (Waggener) Iden, bis widow, married Jimmie Graham 
in 1845, and raised a second family. The Grahams lh•ed in Morgan 
County, West Virginia. 

BENJAMIN• IDEN, son of Jonathan4 and Catherine (Jolly) IJen, 
was born in what is at present Hampshire County, West Virginia. He 
was a miller. He moved to Ohio where, at the age of 78 years, he died at 
Wadsworth, Ohio. Among his children was: ·· 

Jesse0 Iden, born 1849, died about 1923. 

PARKERSON11 IDEN (1840-1909) son of Jonathan· Jr., and Mary 
(Waggener) Iden, married Catherine Hovemale (1843-1920). They re
sid_ed in Morgan County, West Virginia. He served in the Confederate 
Army, 1861-1865. He was a farmer. The children of Parkerson° and 
Catherine (Hovemale) Iden were: 

Champion E.r Iden (1866-1921), married Miss Carrie Bohrer and 
resided in Morgan County. He was a farmer and principal of 
school. They had eight children, four boys and four girls. 
Ida A.; Iden (1868-1935), married Henry Ruppenthal and resided 
in Morgan Count}'· Mr. Ruppenthal is a retired farmer and busi
ness man. Henry and Ida A. (Iden) Ruppenthal had eleven chil
dren, seven boys and four girls. 
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William A.; Iden (1870-1941), married a Miss Cross and resided 
at San Bernardina, California. He was a hotel owner and business 
manager. They had six children, four boys and two girls. 
Charles V! Iden (1872-1909), married a Miss Robinson and re
sided in Indiana. He was employed by a railroad. They had one 
daughter. 
Bertha7 Iden (1874-1898), resided in Morgan County. She was 
unmarried. 
Nathan Sherman7 Iden (April 2, 1875- ), muried Mary Bettie 
Simmons (born 1879), daughter of Josiah and Mary Mugaret 
Simmons, and resides at Davis, West Virginia. He is a lwnber 
mill foreman. Nathan Sherman and Mary Bettie (Simmons) Iden 
had eight children, five boys and three girls. 
Ella Mayr Iden (1877- ), married John W. Batt, and resides 
at Akoa, Tenn. Mr. Batt is a planing mill foreman. John W. and 
Ella May (Iden) Batt had four children, two boys and two girls. 
ErnesF Iden (1885- ), married Ethel Stotler and resides in 
Hancock, Maryland. He is a farmer. Ernest and Ethel (Stotler) 
Iden had seven children, five boys and two girls. 
Agnes P.7 Iden (1888- ), married John Braithwaite and resides 
at Berkeley Spring, West Virginia. He is a grocery store owner,. 
They have two children, one boy and one girl. · 

JESSE8 IDEN (1849-1923), son of Benjamin3 Iden, married Air Bella 
Pritchards (1848-1924). They-had six children as follows: 

Rena; Iden (1880- ), married a Mr. Weir and had three chil
dren: Lucille Weir, born 1903; Margarite Weir, born 1909; and 
Thomas Weir, bom 1912. 
Tessie; Iden (1883- ), married a Mr. Wray and had one son, 
Paul Wray, born 1913. 
Georgia7 Iden (1885-1939). 
Oakley Ross7 Iden (June 28, 1888- ) . 
Robert Clinton· Iden (February 22, 1891 • ) . 
Charles D.; Iden (1892- ) . 

CHAMPION E.7 Iden (1866-1921), son of Parkerson8 and Catherine 
(Hovemale) Iden, married Carried Bohrer and resided at Statler's Cross 
Roads, West VitginiL He was a farmer and principal of school for 36 
years; superintendent of Mount Olivet Sunday school 25 years, of which 
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church he w;u a member for 40 years ; leader in social and religious af

fairs in the community. The children of Champion E.; and Carrie 

(Bohrer) Iden were: 
Harry Dayton8 Iden (1895- ), resides in Washington, D. C. 
Della M.' Iden, born 1897, died in infancy. 
Wade E.8 Iden (March 12, 1898- ) , resides at Davis, West 
Virginia. 
Boyd Alstonb Iden (1900- ), resides at Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia. 
Jeffrey Agnesb Iden (1905- ), married a Mr. Busey and resides 
at Berkeley Springs; West Virginia. 
Jessie Birch~ Iden (1908- ) , resides at Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia. 
Audrey Catherine~ Iden (1912- ), married a Mr. Waugh and 
resides at Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. 
Ervil L.5 Iden, born 1914, died in infancy. 

NATHAN SHERMAW IDEN (April 2, 1875- ) , son of Parker-

sonr. and Catherine (Hovemale) Iden, married Mary Bettie Simmons 

(born 187Y), daughter of Josiah and Mary Margaret Simmons, and re

sides at Davis, West Virginia. He is lumber mill foreman. Nathan 

Sbermanr and Mary Bettie (Simmons) Iden had eight children, as fol

lows: 
Audra Pearl8 Iden (1900- ) . 
Josie Mary8 Iden ( 1903- ) . 
Nellie Cather.in~ Iden (August 4, 1905- ) , resides at Morgan-
town, W. Va. 
Irwin S.• Iden (February 23, 1908- ), resides at Morgantown, 
W. Va. 
Marvin Nelson8 Iden (July 9, 1912- ) , married· Helen Maxine 
Lewis (born March 12, 191 7) , and resides at 13 3 East Main Street, 
Beckley, W. Va. 
Oarence Frederick6 Iden {1914- ) , resides at Davis, W. Va. 
Harry Richard8 Iden (November 8, 1918- ) , resides at Davis, 
W.Va. 
Robert Lee~ Iden (February 10, 1922-
Va. 

-), resides at Davis, W. 
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OAKLEY ROSS1 IDEN (1888-
(Pritchards) Iden had one child: 

Virginia8 Iden, born 1913. 

) , son of Jesse'1 and Air Bella 

CHARLES DOUGLAS1 IDEN (June 18, 1892- ) , son of Jesse8 
and Air Bella (Pritchards) Iden, married Estella Louis (born 1anuary 8, 
1891) and resides at Akron, Ohio. They have three children: 

Charles Robert5 Iden, born February 25, 1914, a lawyer at Akron, 
Ohio. 
Evelyn Belle8 Iden, born Ocober 2, 1915, married a Mr. Nuss. 
George Ross• Iden, born October 22, 1917. 

HARRY DAYTON• IDEN (1895- ) , son of Champion E.r and 
Carrie (Bohrer) Iden, married Cora H. Worden of Davis, West Virginia, 
and resides at 634 Hamilton Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. He taught 
school for two years, served two years in the United States army - eigh
teen months on foreign soil - during the World War, 1917-1919. Em
ployed by the Government as a railway mail clerk in 1920. The children 
of Harry Dayton• and Cora H. (Worden) Iden were: 

Helen Virginia11 Iden, born 1922. 
Kathryn Irene" Iden, born 1933. 
Bettie Larimer8 Iden, born 1938. 

WADE E.1 IDEN (March 12, 1898- ), son of Champion E. 1 and 
Carrie (Bohrer) Iden, married Hazel Burger (born 1902) and resides at 
Davis, West Virginia. The children of Wade E.8 and Hazel (Burger) 
Iden were: 

Vane Burgeru Iden, born July 9, 1924. 
Winona Ruth9 Iden, born 1926. 
Hazel Patricia8 Iden, born 1928. 
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VIII. 
SONS OF THE REVOLUTION 

JOHN4 IDEN* son of Samuel3 and Cathron Iden, was born in Rich
land, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, November 5, 1755. He moved to 
Loudoun County ,Virginia, with his parents, in 1760. John Iden served 
throughout the Revolutionary War as a private in the Virginia Militia. 
The United States Veterans' Administration lists his birth as December 
S, 1752. He was twice married. His children by his first wife, all born 
in Loudoun County, Virginia, were: 

1 SO. Samuelr. Iden. 
151. James~ Iden. 
152. Margaret~ Iden. 
153. AbigaiP Iden. 
154. Marya Iden. 
155. Isaac-" Iden. 

His second wife was Hannal1 Russell and she is huricJ with him in 
Mount Tabor Cemetery, Morrow County, Ohio. The United States Vet
erans' Administr~tion reports: 

"While a resident of Loudoun County, Virginia, he (John Iden) en
listed in January 1 777, and served four weeks as priv;1te in Capt. Daniel 
Feegan's Virginia company. He enli:.ted in August 1777 and served 
five months in Capt. James Riddiar's company in Col. Josias Oapham's 
Virginia regiment. He enlisted in J~l)' 1781 and served three months 
as private in Capt. Thomas Kennon's company in Col. Merriwether's Vir
ginia regiment. 

"He was allowed pension on his application executed November 5, 
1832, at which time he was living in Loudoun County, Virginia. 

"In 1836 John Iden was living in Knox County, Ohio, with post of
fice at Fredericktown, with his son (name not stated) and he stated that 
he had recently moved there from Virginia. One James Iden testified in 
1836 in Knox County, Ohio, in behalf of the soldier, John Iden, but his 
relationship was not shown. The papers in this claim contain no further 
data relative to the family of John Iden." (Also see Records 23rd Con
gress, 1st Session, Senate Documents, Vol. 13, page 163, A.O. 1835). 

The General Accounting Office, Washington, D. C., states: "The fa.st 
payment of pens.ion, coYering the period from September -i, 1845, to 

• John• Iden is mentioned in Chapter VI as a sun of Samuel3 and Cathron Iden 
and is given the individual number uf 55. 
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September 4, 1846, was made on October 1, 1846, at the Pension Agency 
in Cincinnnati, Ohio, to the pensioner. On September 1, 1845, the pen
sioner certified that he had resided in Richland County, Ohio, for a period 
of one year and previous thereto he had resided in Knox County, said 
State." 

John' Iden had his home and possessions in Loudoun County, Virgin
ia, and all of his children were born there. Later he sold his holdings, 

· and moved to Ohio, going in covered wagons and on horseback, settling 
in Knox County, near Fredericktown. Years later the son James sold his 
posssessions there and located in Illinois. 

John4 Iden died in Knox County, Ohio, June 6, 1847. His wife, 
Hannah (Russell) Iden, died March 2 of the same year. The children 
of John and Hannah (Russell) Iden were: 

156. Alfred:; Iden, born 1800 in Virginia, moved to Ohio 1843. 
157. Jacob1 Iden, born 1804, died 1888. Married Sarah.Kantner. 
158. "Thomas· Iden, Unmarried. 
159. Lot William• Iden, born 1808, died 1873. 
160. John T.5 Iden. 
161. Catherine• Iden, married Thomas Logan and had five children 

as follows: 
Elzie Logan. ·. = · •· 

Minerva Logan, married John McAnall and had five children:_ 
John Logan McAnall; Cora McAnall, who married George 
Blayney; M. Agnes- McAnall; Martha McAnall, who married 
Arthur Kerr; and Hugh McArnall. 
Martha Logan, who married a Mr. Slack. 
Mary Logan, who married a Mr. Fulton. 
Elnor Logan, died in infancy. 
John Rigdon Logan. 

151. JAMES5 IDEN, son of John' Iden and his first wife, was born in 
Loudoun County, Virginia. He and his wife Margaret (Russell) Iden 
li\·ed in Fredericktown, Knox County, Ohio. He died in Savanna, Illinois. 
The children of James· and Margaret (Russell) Iden, all born in Lou
doun County, Virginia, were: 

162. Townsend Payton° Iden. 
163. Samuel8 Iden, married twice but had no children. 
164. Thomas8 Iden. 



70 Snm and D,q11ghter.r r-f R,111d.1/I Iden 

165. Margaret Ann Simcox,. Iden, married Henry M. Stanley. They 
had no children. 

166. James0 Henry Iden, born 182-1, died 1901. 
167. Pemberton° Iden. 
168. Sarah Jane0 Iden. 

156. ALFRED:. IDEN (1800- ), son of John" and his second 
wife, Hannah (Russell) Ide:n, was born in Virginia in 1800. He moved 
to Ohio in 18-B. Alfred'· Iden marrjeJ anJ had six children, all born in 
Ohio, as follows: 

169. John Humphreyu Iden. 
170. Thomas Henry0 Iden. 
I 71. Lyman Alexander6 Iden. 
172. James Washington° Iden. 
173. Another son.i. 
174. Eliza Jane0 Iden. 

157. JACOB:. IDEN, son of John~ and his second wife. Hannah (Rus
sell) Iden, was born in Loudoun County, Virginia, March 15, 1805, and 
died January 20, urns._ He was twice married, secondly in 1834, to Sarah 
Kontner, who died January 3, 1892. J.1.cob·· Iden and his first wife had 
one daughter: 

175-. Mary A.d Iden, who married and lived in Iowa. 
and lived in Iowa. 

, The children of JacobJ and Sarah (Kontne:r) Iden, his second wife, 
were: 

176. Matilda A.11 Iden, born May 21, UH5, died about 1915, married 
Eli Harriman and had four children: Daisy Harriman, deceased ; 
Addie Harriman, deceased; J. Clifton Harriman, who lives at 
Fostoria, Ohio; and Catherine Harriman who married Charles 

Davies Allen of Montclair, New Jersey, and lives in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

177. Catherine0 Iden, born April 1, 1837, died January 5, 1839. 
178. Mary Elizabeth0 Iden, born April, 1841, died July, 1863. Un

married. 
179. George W.11 IJen, born July 23. 1845, died April 1, 1871. 
180. Samatha Janee Iden, born July 29, 1847, died about 1932, mJ.r

ried Job Sweet and lived in Mendon, Ohio. They had two chil
dren George Sweet and Emma Sweet, both living. 

181. Hannah M.0 Iden, born October 26, 1849, died June 26, 1851. 
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182. Sarah D.• Iden, born March 8, 1851, died May 27 1870. Un
married. 

183. Ella N.8 Iden, born April 5, 1855, married William Doherty in 
1885 and had one child, Ruth Isabell Doherty, who married a 
Mr. Ricard and lives at 2065 Southwood, Toledo, Ohio. 

184. Seymour• Iden, born August 18, 1859, died about 1936, married 
Mary Cox and had four daughters, three of whom are still living. 

159. LOT WILLIAM• IDEN (1808-1873), son of John' and Hannah 
(Russell) Iden, married Lucy Ann Davis (1824-1877) and resided in 
Middleburg, Virginia. The children of Lot William" and Lucy Ann 
(Davis) Iden were: 

185. James W.• Iden, born 1845, deceased. Resided at Bluemont, 
Virginia. 

186. Susan B.8 Iden, born 1850, deceased. Married a Mr. Smith and 
resided at Bluemont, Virginia. 

187. Thomas Conway• Iden, born November 20, 1857, resides at 
Bluemont, Virginia. 

188. George Eggleson• Iden, born 1859, died August, 1923. Resided 
at Raleigh, North Carolina. 

189. Edwin' Iden, died in infancy. 
190. Alice8 Iden, died in infancy. 

160. JOHN T.3 IDEN, son of John• and Hannah (Russell) Iden,_ 
married Dorcas Furr on April 22, 1830, and migrated to Ohio in 1835. 
The children of John Tf and Dorcas (Furr) Iden were: 

191. Frank' Iden. 
192. Lloyd D.• Iden. 
193. Theodore T.8 Iden, born 1846. 
194. Sarah0 Iden, married Washington Levering. 
195. Martha• Iden, married a Mr. Hartpence. 
196. Melville' M. Iden. 

162. TOWNSEND PAYTEN• IDEN, son of James1 and Margaret 
(Russell) Iden, was born in Loudoun County, Virginia, November 20, 
1821, and died at Chicago, Illinois, May 28, 1889. He was thrice mar
ried, first to Cordelia Amidon, at Fredericktown, Ohio; secondly to Re
becca Parker Johnson, a widow, who died in 1865; and thirdly, on May 
9, 1867, to Nancy Price Timmons, a widow. Townsend Payton• and his 
first wife, Cordelia (Amidon) Iden had one daughter, (197) Mart Iden. 
The children of Townsend Payton8 and Rebecca (Parker Johnson) Iden, 
his second wife, were: 

198. Lewis Cass; Iden (November 10, 1855 • August 15, 1939). 
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199. Charles Douglas· Iden (November 25, 1857- ). 
Townsend Payton8 and Nancy (Price Timmons) Iden, his third wife, 

had one daughter, {200) Belle Bord· Iden born February 5, 1868, who 
married John Milton Gardner on April 7, 1886, at Monticello, White 
County, Indiana, and resides at Delphi, Indiana. Belle B.· (Iden) :ind 
John Milton Gardener had six children: 

Hazel Dell Gardner, born February 16, 1887, died 1889. 
Donald Glenn Gardner, born May 26, 1889, married Margaret 
Lilly Isherwood and had two daughters, Mabel Lydia Gardner, 
born 1912; :ind Helen Louise Gardner, born 1919, who married 
:1 Mr. Kline and resides at 3-iOO Erie Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Donald Glenn Gardner is the owner of Gardner Publications, Inc., 
431 M:iin Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, (Room 710). 
Gladys Irene Gardner, born April 6, 1891, married G. D. Baugh
man and resides at 7110 Magown Ave., Hammond. Indiana. The)' 
have one daughter, Mary Bell born October 9, 1914 in Flora, Ind., 
who married George A. Eder, and has one son, George Glenn 
Eder, born January 7, 1939. 
Ernest Perry Gardner, born November 5, 1892, died in infancr. 
Helen Fay Gardner, born February 11:1, 1901, dieJ 19C>i. 
Roberta Elizabeth Gardner, born August 26, 1907, married A. V. 
Cole and resides at 7034 Woodmar Avenue, Hammond, Indian:i. 

166. JAMES HENRY6 IDEN (January 19, 1824-November 1, 1901), 
son of James:; and Margaret (Russell) Iden, was born in Loudoun County, 
Virginia, and married Sarah Orissa Bostwick (May 29, 1828-March 14, 
1910) of Buffalo, New York. They were married at laHarpe, Illinoi_s, 
M.uch 27, 1847. They lived on a farm near Savanna, Illinois, where six 
children were born to them, as follows: 

201. Julia Virginia• Iden (January 26, 1848-December 29, 1928), 
married John D. Evans at Stockton, Illinois, October 4, 189::?. 
Her husband died December 26, 1919. 

::?02. Leonia Isadora· Iden (September 9, 1850-April 6, 1924), mar
ried Raymond S. Smith at Stock.ton, Illinois, November 1, 1871. 
Her husband died October 10, 1880. In 1893 Leon,ia Isadora 
(Iden) Smith married Robert D. Ozburn :it Durand, Illinois. 
Her second husband died July 1, 1912. 

203. William Vernon· Iden (1853-1911), unmarried. 

204. Ida Luella• Iden (November 1, 1854-April 15, 1894). 
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205. Minnie Gray; Iden (December 13, 1856- ) , married 
Escott Tomlinson at Beloit, Wisconsin, February 19, 1902. Her 
husband died November 4, 1908. 

206. James Douglas; Iden (June 22, 1860-December 23, 1933). 

170. THOMAS HENRYd IDEN, son of Alfred5 Iden, was twice 
married, first to Elizabeth Younkin. The children of Thomas Henry0 and 
Elizabeth (Younkin) Iden, his first wife, were: 

207. Charles Henrt Iden, born 1858, deceased. 
208. William Wesley; Iden, born January 3, 186o, married Mamie 

Lamb and lives at Oakland, California. 
209. George Washington; Iden, born November 11, 1862, resides at 

Tucson, Arizona. 
Thomas Henry" Iden and bis second wife, had one son, (210) 

Thomas Lerot Iden, born 1901, who resides at Russell, Kansas. 

187. THOMAS CONWAY6 IDEN, born November 20, 1857, son of 
Lot William~ and Lucy (Davis) Iden, married Lucy Temple Keen (1856-
1930) of Bloomfield, Loudoun County, Virginia and lives at Bluemont, 
Virginia. Their children were: 

211. Leo Rasser; Iden, deceased. 
212. George William1 Iden, born September 14, 1884, resides at 

Bluemont, Va., died 1941. 
213. Earl C.1 Iden, born March 14, 1886, resides at Bluemont, Va. 
214. Dorothy Ann; Iden, born November 1900, married David Haw

thorne, and had two children: Bettie Ann Hawthorne and Edwin 
Hawthorne. 

215. Karl Neil1 Iden, born 1893, deceased. 
216. Carroll Hoge1 Iden, born 1893, resides at Berryville, Va. 

188. GEORGE EGGLESSONd IDEN, born 1859, died April, 1923, 
son of Lot William1 and Lucy (Davis) Iden, married Eleanor Royster who 
died April, 191 7, and lived at Raleigh, North Carolina. Their children 
were: 

217. Susan Franks7 Iden, born February 20, 1885, a newspaper wo
man of Raleigh, North Carolina; executive secretary of North 
Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs and editor of its mag
azine. She wrote for Southern Life, Home & Garden, and 
other magazines, and conducted a garden column "Over the Gar
den Wall" in the larger newspapers of the State. 

218. Nell7 Iden, born September, 1895. 
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193. THEODORE T.8 IDEN, born 1846, son of John T.11 and Dorcas 
(Furr) Iden, married Mary E. Gardiner in 1873. They have one child, 
(219), Roy: Iden, born 1877. Theodore T.8 Iden and his brothers, 
Lloyd D. 8 and Melville M. 6 Iden, had a store in Denmark, Ohio, known 
as Iden Bros. 

198. LEWIS CASS7 IDEN (November 10, 1855-August 15, 1939), 
son of Towsend Payton6 and Rebecca (Parker Johnson) Iden, married 
Addie Leona Elwood on June 16, 1891. Their children were: 

220. Emma Ruthli Iden, born February 7, 1894, resides at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

221. Fay Earl8 Iden, born February !,I, 18!,16, married Frieda McKin
non on June l!,I, 1926, and had two children: Elizabeth Louise 
Iden, born March 16, 19i7, and Margaret Ann Iden, born 
March 18, 1933. 

199. CHARLES DOUGLAS: IDEN, born November 25, 1857, son of 
Townsend Payton6 and Rebecca (Parker Johnson) Iden, married Mary 
Elizabeth Elwood on December 24, 1879. They had fi,•e children as 
follows: 

222. Charles Elwood8 Iden (October 5, 1880-August 10, 1916). 
223. Harry Franklin& Iden, born June 13, 1882, resides at Canton, 

Ohio. 
224. Ida May8 Iden, born November 19, 1883. She was married three 

times: first to William Rosswell Burns; secondly to Ross McCune 
who died in 1913, and thirdly to Joseph J. Bubel. They now 
reside in Chicago, Illinois. Ida May• Iden and her .first hus
band, William Rosswell Burns, had one daughter, Leona Vern
elle Bums, born June 15, 1904, who married G. A. Bowyer 
and resides at South Bend, Indiana. They (G. A. and Leona 
Vernelle (Burns) Bowyer) have two children, Marilyn Jean 
Bowyer, born January 15, 1926, and Richard Allen Bowyer, born 
May 2, 1940. 

225. Maude Rebeccaij, Iden, born September 8, 1889, married Edwin 
J. Wozniak and had seven children, five of whom are still living. 
They now reside at Niles, Michigan. 

226. Laura Leona8 Iden, born October 3, 1892, married Carl Arthur 
Johnson and had one daughter, Mae C. Johnson. They now live 
at Milwaukee, Wis. 
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206. JAMES DOUGLAS; IDEN (June 22, 1860-December 23, 1933), 
son of James Henry8 and Sara Orissa (Bostwick) Iden, married Martha. 
Sheldon at Savannah, December 23, 1897. He was a farmer. They had 
three children, as follows: 

227. Carl Stanley8 Iden, born November 11, 1898. 
228. Grace Leona8 Iden, born December 19, 1900, married John 

Dilworth Elliott on August 20, 1920, at Ames, Iowa. Her hus
band died April 26, 1934. They had one son, Donald Duane 
Elliott, born January 28, 1927, at Ames, Iowa. Grace Leona 
(Ic!en) Elliott is Secretary to the Superintendent of the High 
School at Ames, Iowa. 

229. James Clarence& Iden, born September 3, 1905. 

208. WILLIAM WESLEY; IDEN, born January 3, 1860, son of 
Thomas Henry8 and his first wife, Elizabeth (Younkin) Iden, married 
Mamie Lamb and lives at Oakland, California. They have two sons: 

230. William Raymond8 Iden, born August 13, 1896. 
231. John Wesley8 Iden, born August 12, 1910. 

212. GEORGE WILLIAM7 IDEN, born September 14, 1884, son of 
Thomas Conway" and Lucy Temple (Keen) Iden, married Rebecca M . 
. . . . . (born December 2, 1894) and resides at Bluemont, Virginia .. 
Their children were: · 

232. William Wallace~ Iden, born December 4, 1928. 
233. Rosser Conway8 Iden, ~rn September 4, 1931. 
234. John Rupert11 Iden, born September 5, 1940. 

213. EARL e,; IDEN, born March 14, 1886, son of Thomas Conway6 

and Lucy Temple (Keen) Iden, married Ethel Morris, born July 12, 1888, 
(daughter of Jesse B. and Ella (Selby) Morris) and resides at Bluemont, 
Virginia. The children of Earl e,; and Ethel (Morris) Iden were: 

235. Maidlin8 Iden, born May 9, 1909, married Earl E. Virts, born 
March 17, 1901, and has one son, Earl Edward Virts, Jr., born 
October 13, 1929. 

236. Louir Iden, born January 4, 1911, married Howard Dayton 
Sprague, born May 30, 1904, and had two children: Jean Louise 
Sprague, born July 11, 1934, and Joan Temple Sprague, born 
January 10, 1937. 

216. CARROLL HOGE7 IDEN, born 1893, son of Thomas Conwayi 
and Lucy Temple (Keen) Iden, is a medical doctor and resides at Berry
ville, Virginia. He married Jane Taylor Riddick, born 1890, daughter of 
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Bartholomew Riddick. Dr. CarroU Hoge· and June Taylor (Riddick) 
Iden, have four children, as foUows: 

237. Jane Temple6 Iden, born June 2, 1917, married Harold Gordon 
Potts, born December 20, 1916, and resides at BerryvilJe, Va. 

238. Thomas CarroJJd Iden, born September 21, 1919 .. 
239. James Richard8 Iden, born .April 25, 1924. 
240. Robert WiJJiam,; Iden, born November 21, 1928. 

222. CHARLES ELWOOD8 IDEN (October 5, 1880 - .August 10, 
1916), son of Charles Douglas· and Mary Elizabeth (Elwood) Iden, 
married Salome (Sadie) Bettner and had four children: 

241. Nina Rebecca" Iden, born 1905, married .Andrew KnoU and lives 
at Niles, Michigan. Their children are John Knoll, Robert 
KnoU, Bernadette KnoU, Charles Knoll, Thomas KnoH, Richard 
KnoU and David KnoU. 

242. Elwood Franklin1' Iden, born 1907, has one son, Donald Philip 
Iden, born 1929. 

243. Louis Walter8 Iden, born 1908, married Clara .A ..... and 
has one child, Rita Claire Iden, born 1936. He is a paint manu
facturer and Jives at Chicago, IHinois. 

244. Charles Douglas" Iden, born 1912. 

223. H.ARRY FRANKLIN" IDEN, born June 13, 1882, son of Charles 
Douglas7 and Mary Elizabeth (Elwood) Iden, married Nina B. Luce on 
May 14, 1903, and resides at Canton, Ohio. They have five children as 
follows: 

245. Donald F. 11 Iden, born March 14, 1904, married Thelma Irene 
Hooking on Febnwy 26, 1927, and has three children, Janene 
.Ann Iden, Marilyn Joyce Iden, and Donald Edward Iden. 

246. Dorothy F.11 Iden, born .April 9, 1906, married Melvin P. Erd
mann on July 23, 1932, and has two children, Philip Charles 
Erdmann and Cynthia .Ann Erdmann. 

247. Edward D.U Iden, born September 18, 1907, died August 10, 
1926. 

248. Willard FY Iden, born February 23, 1909, married Margaret 
Manard on .April 3, 1937. 

249. Gene L.8 Iden, born December 3, 1917, married Ernest C. Cady 
on February 4, 1939. 
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227. CARL STANLEY• IDEN, born November 11, 1898, son of James 

Douglas7 and Martha (Sheldon) Iden, married Janella Fenton on Decem

ber 29, 1921, at Des Moines, Iowa. They have two children: 

250. Wyoma May9 Iden, born March 2, 1923, at Boone, Iowa. 
251. Norman LaVerne• Iden, born January 29, 1925, at Boone, Iowa. 

229. JAMES CLARENCE• IDEN, bom September 3, 1905, son of 

James Douglas7 and Martha (Sheldon) Iden, married Lesa Jane Winther 

at Nevada, Iowa, in 1934. They were divorced in 1937. He married 

Dorothea Carpenter at Boone, Iowa on January 14, 1939. James Clarence 

Iden is a merchant. 
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IX. 
THE MIGRATION WEST 

Many descendants of George Washington··• Iden• are located in the 
West. Inasmuch-as these constitute such a large branch of the family they 
warrant a special chapter, and inasmuch u the State of Ohio plays such 
an important part in the life of the family it would be well to recall the 
hi~tory of that day as indicative of the promptings of their migrations. 

About 1 730 English traders from Pennsylvania and Virginia began to 
visit the eastern and southern part of Ohio. George II chartered the first 
Ohio Company in 1749, formed by Virginians and London merchants 
trading with Virginians for the purpose of colonizing the West. In 1750 
the Ohio Company sent Christopher Gist to explore the Ohio. The first 
Ohio Company had, in 1752, a pathway blazed between small fortified 
posts at Will's Creek( Cumberland), Maryland, and at Redstone Creek 
(Brownsville), Pennsylvania, which it had established in 1750. The 
rrench drove the English out and erected Fort Duquesne at what is now 
Pittsburgh. After the Seven Years War the Northwest Territory was 
ceded to England, but the Indians there opposed the new owners until 
they were suppresssed by Colonel Henry Bouquet in 1764. After that 
England refused to recogni~ the rights of the Colonists to this territory 
and that refusal was one of the contributing causes of the Revolution. 

After the Revolution a great many ,·eterans of that war wished to re
pair their fortunes in the West. In March 1786 a second Ohio Company, 
the Ohio Company of Associates, was formed in Boston to found a new 
state and the Congress of the United States passed the Northwest Ordin
ance .in 1787 which provided a temporary government for the Territory. 
The first Territorial Government was established at Marietta in October 
1787, and General Arthur St. Clair, the Governor, arrived in the sum
mer of 1788. The Indians defeated by General Anthony Wayne at the 
Battle of Fallen Timbers, ceded their claims to the Territory August, 
1795. 

General Wayne's victory was followed by an extensive immigration of 
New Englanders, of Germans, Scotch-Irish and Quakers from Pennsyl
vania and of settlers from Virginia and Kentucky. The State of Ohio 
was admitted to the Union in 1803. 

• See Chapter VI. 



Sons and Daughters of R.andall Iden 79 

It was but natural that some members of the Iden family would be 
involved in these developments. One such was George Washington' 
Iden, who marriage is recorded in Leesburg, Virginia, as of September 12, 
1812. Here, in 1760, as we have seen, Samuel Iden had settled upon 
leaving Bucks County in Pennsylvania, this same Samuel Iden having 
since deserted the Society of Friends for the Methodist Church. 

George Washington:; Iden married Matilda A. Brown, whose family 
came from Chester County, Pennsylvania. Many of the Brown family 
migrated from Chester County to Virginia. Daniel and Susannah Brown, 
with their six children, obtained a certificate from the Chester Monthly 
Meeting, June 27, 1774,and moved to Hopewell, Virginia, which at that 
time was in Frederick County Virginia. Matilda A. Brown was not one of 
these, but doubtless related. According to her own notes she was a daugh
ter of Jehu Brown, born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, about the year 
1742, and Abigail (Rhodes) Brown who died about 1800. Her father, 
Jehu Brown, migrated to Carroll County Ohio, in 1804. A township in 
that county was named after him. She is recorded as stating that her 
husband was born in Loudoun County, Virginia, on February 28, 1785, 
and grew to manhood there. We have only her word for that. 

According to a statement made in 1938 by Elda Iden Lewis, a gra.Q_d,- __ 
daughter of Jehu Brown Iden, Matilda A. (Brown) Iden was the great
grandmother of most of the ldens living then in Indiana and Ohio. The· 
following biographical sketch of Matilda A. (Brown) Iden, in her own 
words, was recorded by John S.0 Iden, her son, on January 25, 1876: 

"Jehu Brown, (Matilda's father) was born in Chester County, Penn
sylvania, about the year 1742. His father, John Brown, was a native of 
Wales. Jehu Brown served in the Revolutionary War, was taken prisoner 
in the battle of Quebeck, was held two years, learned the French language 
during the time, then made his escape. On his return home was married 
to Abigail Rhodes whose grandfather came from England with one of 
William Penn's fleets. His children were William, Frances, Catherine, 
Matilda( who married George Iden and is our great-grandmother), John 
and Harvey. Four others died in infancy. Abigail (Rhodes) Brown 
died about the year 1800. The children were put out in different homes. 
Matilda went to live with her aunt, Catherine Davie, living there until 
she married. During this time her father remained a widower and came 
to Ohio in 1804, locating at Pekin. Brown Township, Carroll County, 
Ohio, was named for him. 
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Matilda (his daughter) and George W. Iden were married September 
7, 1812, in Maryland, and in 1815 came to Ohio, crossing the Ohio River 
January 8, 1815, the day of the Battle of New Orleans. Starting on the 
fourth day of January, arriving at Hanover, Colwnbiana County, February 
3, and in February, 1816, moved on the farm where she lived till her 
death, February 6, 1884." 

This is put down here as e\·idence of the contacts this family had in 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio when the Revolutionary War was brought 
to a close. They undoubtedly had a strong inclination to move westward 
and they did, thereb)' contributing much to the upbuilding of another 
pioneer land. 

The horse and light wagon was the usual mode of travel of our folks 
to the West, as Ohio was called in pioneer days. Soon after the Revo
lution a steady stream of emigrants started over the mountains. Along the 
tdal frequent hostelries and blacksmith shops sprang up. The usual route 
used in the transit west was from Leesburg to Winchester, to Romney, to 
Crisoptown, to Frostown( burg), Uniontown, across the Ohio at Martin"s 
Ferry to St. Clairsville, then over fairly level country for about a week's 
travel to Hanover. The entire trip consumed about tv.·o weeks. Some 
forded the Ohio at Wellsburg (Wellsville). 

George Washington3 and Matilda A. (Brown) Iden migrated from 
Loudoun County, Virginia to Columbiana County, Ohio, in 1815. They 
were pioneers to a new land. According to Matilda Iden's statement to 
her son, they began their journey on January 4, 1815, and arrived on 
February 3. It is said that they crossed the ice of the Ohio River on the 
day_the Battle of New Orleans was fought, January 8, 1815. Since it was 
necessary for them to complete approximately four-fifths of their journey 
before reaching the Ohio, it seems hardly likely that they crossed the Ohio 
River on January 8. Their second ,hild was born three months after ar
rival. 

George Washington'· Iden took up land and built a log cabin on or 
near the site of Hanoverton, Columbiana County, Ohio. Within the next 
two years he had built a two-story house of hewn logs. The deed for 
this land, written on sheepskin and signed by President Monroe, was 
granted him by the Government on January 2, 1819. Three years later, 
in 1822, he moved to a farm in Carroll County, Ohio, near Augusta. 
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For one year after comins to Ohio, Mr. and Mrs. Iden had a quilt 
hung up for a door, as nails and lumber were scarce, nails havin& to be 
made by hand, as well as hinges and latches. It is reported that the 
family of William H.8 Iden, a son of George Washington5 and Matilda 
.A. (Brown) Iden, still have some of the nails and latch relics of by-&0ne 
days. For some years after comins to this farm the family were troubled 
with bears, wolves and other wild animals whose visits were more fre
quent than welcome. The fa.rm contains 160 acres and is situated in the 
northwest corner of East Township. 

Politically, George Washingtonr, Iden was a Whig, and he and his 
wife were members of the Disciples Church. George Washington11 Iden 
died October 26, 1849, and his widow, Matilda A. (Brown) Iden, died 
February 5, 1885. 

George Washington5 and Matildo A. (Brown) Iden had twelve 
children: 

Lucinda8 Iden, born June 12, 1813, married Thomas Willie and 
resided in Licking County, Ohio. They had several heirs, 3.IIlong 
them Frank Tiebout of 403 Park Avenue, Newark, Ohio. 
George0 Washinston Iden, Jr., born May 30, 1815. ._ ... •-· 
Catherine& Iden, born December 17, 1817, resided at Abington, 
Illinois. On April 6, 1837, she married Andrew Thomas Duncan 
and they had ten children: 

Matilda Duncan. · 
.Andrew Duncan. 
Matthew Duncan, who married a Miss Day. 
Lucinda Duncan, who married a Mr. Lomax. 
Martha Duncan. 
Letitia Duncan, who married a Mr. Lomax. 
Maiy Duncan. 
Abigail Duncan, who married Thomas J. IDEN. 
John Duncan. 
William Duncan. 

Samuels Iden, born April 7, 1820, died September 24, 1893. 
Jehu Browns Iden, born June 2, 1822, died-April 30, 1902, 
Mary8 Iden, born August 14, 1824, married Robert Rice, December 
9, 1841, and had four children: Harvey Rice; lzora Rice; William 
Jehu Rice; Perry Rice. After the death of Mr. Rice, Mary (Iden) 
Rice married Mr. Greenbury Ray. They had no children. 
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John S.0 Iden, born January 5, 1827, died May 31, 1879. 
Matilda' Iden, born May 2, 1829, died in infancy. 
William H.0 Iden, born March 27, 1830. 
Abigail A.11 Iden, born October 13, 1832, died in infancy. 
Harvey A.d Iden, born October 23, 1835, died May 27, 1895. 
Frances M.8 Iden (August 29, 1838-1917) resided at Rochester, 
Ohio. She married Josiah Westfall (1838-1865) and they had four 
children: 

Eli H. Westfall, resided at West Beloit, Ohio. 
Horace G. Westfall, born February 13, 1859, resided at Beloit, 
Ohio. 
Jessis Westfall, married Mr. Jesse Wathey. 
Kate A. Westfall, born 1865, married W. H. Harsh (1863-
1934) and had four children: 

Leon A. Harsh, deceased. 
Lucille Helena Harsh, born March 12, 1895, married J. 
Guy Neel born 1895, and had two children: Kathryn 
Neel, born 1924; Guy B. Neel, born 1926. 
Wendell Westfall Harsh. born 1897. 
Edith Harsh, born November 23, 1901, married Mason H. 
Black, born September 8, 1902. 

The three eldest sons of George Washington3 and Matilda A. 
(Brown) Iden migrated westward and eventually settled, during the early 

· 1860's, on three adjoining farms in northern Indiana, three miles from 
Bourbon on the line between Marshall and Kosciusko Counties. The eldest 
son, George Washington' Iden, Jr., was the last to arrive. Samuel• Iden, 
who had settled for a time in southern Michigan, was the first. Jehu 
Brownt1 Iden migrated first to Owen Counq·, in central Indiana, about 
1859. He lived there for nine years and returned to Carroll County, 
Ohio. He then migrated a second time, about 1864, to join his brother 
Samuel11 .in Marshall County, Indiana, near Etna Green. George Wash
ington11 Iden's farm was in Kosciusko County. 

GEORGE W ASHINGTON•1 IDEN, Jr., eldest son of George Wash
ington0 Iden's farm was in Kosciusko County. 
resided near Augusta, Ohio, and moved to Etna Green, Indiana, about 
1864. On December 28, 1837, he married Eliza Heston and they had ten 
children as follows: 
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Samuel~ Iden, born December 14, 1838, died February 15, 1918. 

George w.~ Iden, born October 11, 1840, died April 1, 1914. 

Albina• Iden, born April 9, 1842, married John Disher and had 
one daughter, Maude Disher, who married William Blatter. 

Mary7 Iden, born January 17, 1844, resided at Augusta, Ohio; 
Etrna Green and Warsaw, Indiana; Las Vegas and Roswell, New 
Mexico. She married a Mr. J. M. Reid. Their children were: 

William C. Reid, born at Etna Green and moved to New Mex
ico with his parents. Resided at Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
He married first Delta Trish and then Mabel Hodgson. Re
sided at Boswell, New Mexico. William C. and Mabel (Hodg
son) Reid had one child, Betty Joe Reid. 
George T. Reid, born , married a Miss Neva of Portland, 
Oregon, and moved to Tacoma, Washington. They had one 
child, Susana Reid. 
Robert Chester Reid, married Gertrude Humann of Indiana
polis, Indiana, and lived at Dexter, New Mexico. They had 
two children: 

John Reid, born June 14, 1908, married Helen Pearson 
and had two sons: Robert Collins Reid, and John Mabin 
Reid. 
Robert Reid, born November 21, 1910, married Ruth Mc
Maine and had three dwghters: Roberta Janette Reid, born 
March 22, 1928; Mary Catherine Reid, born July 26, 1932; 
and Frances Louise Reid, born September 22, 1935. 

Thomas J-' Iden, born October 16, 1845, died March 7, 1930. 

John7 Iden, born September 19, 1848. Unmarried. 

William Addison; Iden, born August 25, 1851, died July, 1936. 
Unmarried. 

Loman A.twoo<P Iden, born January 27, 1854, died December 9, 
1935. 

Anna Florence; Iden, born August 6, 1856, died February 26, 
1938. Unmarried. 

Seth Ball• Iden, born May 21, 1860, died February 18, 1940. 

Another daugbter.7 
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SAMUEL8 IDEN, second son of George Washington3 and Matilda A. 
(Brown) Iden, was born at .Augusta, Ohio, on April 7, 1820, and died 
September 24, 1893. On January 28, 1841, he married Tabitha Edwards 
(February 1, 1822-.April 3, 1899) and resided at Etna Green, Indiana. 
They had six children, as follows: 

Lucinda Priscilla; Iden, born September 30, 1842, died March 15, 
1924, at Elkhart, Indiana. She was thrice married, .first to Jacob 
Mong, later to a Mr. Tibbetts, and thirdly to Michael Hazen. The 
children of Lucinda Priscilla (Iden) and Jacob Mong, her .first 
husband, were: 

Rinda Mong, born December 4, 1862, married Douglas Guy 
and resided at Etna Green, Indiana. They had four children: 

Earl Guy, born December 5, 1880; married Edna Graham 
on May 18, 1905; and had two children: Dorothy Guy, 
born January 17, 1908; and Graham Guy, born February 
17, 1910, who married Elsie Martin and Jived at Warsaw, 
Indiana. 

NeJJie Guy, born June 5, 1891, died January 29, 1919, 
married Frank Townsend of Etna Green, Indiana in 1909, 
and had one daughter, NeJJie .Ada Townsend, born .April 
11, 1911. 

Fanny Guy, born September 7, 1896, married A. R. Palmer, 
who died in the spring of 1941. 

Ruby Guy, born August 2, 1\102, married Russell W. Jantz 
on .April 11, 1925, and had two children: Robert Jantz, 
born April 19, 1926, and Philip Jantz, bom July 7, 1928. 

Lena Mong, born September 16, 1873, married Milo E. Cluen 
in July, 1889, and had one son, fred Cluen, born February .10, 
1893, who married Carrie Whitcomb of Elkhart, Indiana. 

George W.; Iden, born July 20, 1846, died December 7, 1924. 
John Henry7 Iden, born December 19, 1848, died February 17, 
1932. 

Frances Matilda7 Iden, born .April 12, 1851, died .April 17, 1923, 
married William Sparrow in 1878. They had one son 

Howard Vivian Sparrow, born January 11, 1884, married 
Violet Shunk, and had eight children, as follows: 
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Mary Sparrow, born April 30, 1908, married Lewis Kline
felter, and had one son, Carl Lewis Klinefelter, born No
vember 3, 1934. 
George Sparrow, born October 25, 1909, married Martha 
White and had two children: Richard Lewis Sparrow, born 
November 29, 1932, and Robert E. Sparrow, born April, 
1937. 
Emma Sparrow, born March 12, 1911, married Alden Jones 
and had two children: Iris Jones, born August 3, 1932, and 
Alden Gordon Jones, born August 28, 1934. 
Victor Sparrow, born July 24, 1912. 
John Howard Sparrow, born July 24, 1914. 
Wayne Sparrow, born August 29, 1917. 
Catherine Sparrow, born May 16, 1919. 
Franklin Sparro_w, born February 20, 1922. 

Hannah Tabitha· Iden, born November 6, 1853, married George 
Schrom in 1878, and resides at Warsaw, Indiana. Their children 
were: 

Lily Letitia Schrom,· born January 30, 1881, married first Eli 
Miller, and in 1902 married William Rule, and had two chil
dren as follows: 

Florence Ruth Rule, born November 16, 1905, died Apri.1 
I, 1906. 
Hannah Evelyn Rule, born September 19, 1911, married 
Guy L. Biller in.1934, and had one child, William Leroy 
Biller, born July 26, 1936. 

Van Loman Schrom, born April 28, 1883, married Orell Leffell 
in 1907, and hod one child: 

Ester Lucille Schrom, born April 21, 1911, married J. H. 
Reese in 1937 at South Bend, Indiana. 

Lydia Ann· Iden, born 1857, died 1865. 

JliHU BROWN• IDEN, third son of George Washington11 and Ma
tilda A. (Brown) Iden, was born June 2, 1822, at Etna Green, Indiana, 

and died April 30, 1902. On December 22, 1843 he married Priscilla 

Edwards (August 7, 1824-1870). After the death of his first wife, 

Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, Jehu Brown Iden married Mrs. Sarah Shin. 

They had no children. 
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The eight children of Jehu ·Brown and Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, his 
first wife, were: 

Hannah Matilda; Iden, born January 24, 1845, died May 18, 1932, 
married on _February 23, 1865, Elias J. Marsh who was born Octo
ber 27, 1837 and died June 16, 1893. They had three children: 

Isadora Marsh, born November 11, 1865, died December 13, 
1865. 
Aldora Delight Marsh, born May 15, 1868, died March 22, 
1934. On December 21, 1884, she married Arthur Totten 
who was born November 14, 1866 and died August 20, 1920. 
They had three children: 

Jessie Totten, born April 27, 1886, married, on January 25, 
1900, Erwin Willis, born July 8, 1878. They had two 
children: 

Loron A. Willis, born February 23, 1902, and on April 
22, 1928 married Dorothy Robbins, born December 22, 
1904. They had one child, Nancy Jean Willis, born 
December 1, 1933. 
Victor E. Willis, born November 1-i, 1903, died July 5, 
1905. 

Josie Totten, born Julr 21, 1887, died Mar 21, 1889. 
Clifford Totten, born December 29, 1896, died March 24, 
1938. In 1913 he married Ellen Rea Hanes and had one 
son, Arthur Borden Totten, born that same year. On 
September 12, 1917, Clifford Totten married Elsie John
son (December 28, 1901-August 28, 1938) and had two 
children: Clifford Totten, born May 12, 1922, and Virgin
ia Delight Totten, born No\'ember 11, 1923. 

---Marsh (boy) died in infancy. 

On December 16, 1893, the above Hannah Matilda (Iden) Marsh 
married Frank Robinson (July 10, 1855-Aubrust 8, 1934). 

John Secrist7 Iden, born April 10, 1847. 
Harrison Jones; Iden, born October 12, 1849, died November 9, 
1899. 
William Har\'ey7 Iden, born June 2, 1852, died December 15, 
1929. On November 4, 1902, he married Rosina Frederica (Gross) 
Iden, his brother's widow. They had no children. 
Jehu Washington7 Iden, born April 5, 1855, died March 15, 1919. 



. : ·. 

Thi• 1't'prc11lui·tio11 i>' from a p!ioto,.t1'll11h of the now 
fan:uu>' TEA C'AXISTEH whh-11 rame to Amerh•a 
with the IDEX family and i" now in the JNl"'""e;i,.ion 
of )Ir,<, Ila I..epia of lf Prlina. Ohio. 

The 1·a11i>'ter i" of an ir1't'11ular urtaiton "hape. Heip;ht 
:ij i1u-he>', wi1Jth frcnn i<ide to "idP ii< 3 ini·he", and :?I 
i1ll'hl'>' frc1m front to rear. and the upenin11 at the top 
i" ll illl'hP" in diameter. 
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Cele~tia Delight; Iden, born April 14, 1860, died March 14, 1890. 
Elmer Ellsworth; Iden, born February 3, 1862, died November, 
1940. 

Stanlef Iden, born 1870, died in infancy. 

JOHN s.~ IDEN, (January 5, 1827-May 31, 1879), fourth son of 
George Washington· and Matilda A. (Brown) Iden, resided in Carroll 
County, Ohio. He grew to manhood on the old Iden farm and was edu
cated in the district schools in which, as the age of fifteen, he commenced 
to teach, which profession he followed until he was 45 years old. On 
October 13, 1859, he married Miss Eliza A. Potts, who was born March 
25, 1841, in Fox Township, Carroll County, -Ohio. In religion he was 
an active member of the Disciples Church, and in politia he was a Re
publican. According to The History of Carroll County and Harrison 
County, John S.11 Iden (1827-1879), possessed a tea canister which his 
forefathers brought from . England. 

John S. ~ and Eliza A. (Potts) Iden had five children, as follows: 
Edwin W.; Iden, born June 10, 1860, died October 5, 1887. 
Nate H. r Iden, deceased. 
Ada; Iden, born February 21, 1863, married Robert Arthur of 
East Township. 
James R/ Iden, born June 11, 1866, married Mollie Long. They 
had one daughter, Ethel S. Iden, born 1888, who married ···Wil
ford Hanann. 
Frank H.; Iden, born January 25, 1873, married Matilda Copestick. 

WILLIAM H.~ IDEN (March 27, 1830 ), fifth son of George 
Washington~ and Matilda A. (Brown) Iden, resided in East Township, 
Carroll Countf, Ohio. He married Miss Margaret Myers and they had 
three children: 

Thomas Corwin;- Iden, born October 23, 1856. 
Almond;- Iden, had three children, Rena Iden, Ila Iden, and Ber
nice Iden. 
Luzilla F Iden, born December 18, 1869, married George Mc
Millen. 

HARVEY A.• IDEN (October 25, 1833-May 27, 1895), sixth son 
of George Washington;; and Matilda A. (Brown) Iden, .~.esided at Augus
ta Township, Carroll County, Ohio. He married Eliza Thompson (Sep
tember 9, 1858-May 10, 1933) in 1875 and they had two children: 
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Frances May· Iden, born March 14, 1879, who married a Mr. 
Wagstaff and had two children: 

Opal Edna Wagstaff, was born February 23, 1907, who m:ir
ried Lawrence Menegay. 
Donald Harvey Wagstaff, died in infancy. 

Edna Burdeau· Iden, October 28, 1891, died March 15, 1902. 

SAMUEL- IDEN (December 14, 1838-February 15, 1918), son oi 
·George Washington° Jr., and Eliza (Heston) Iden, resided at Etna Green 
and Bourbon, Indiana. He married Ella Chain, and they had one daugh
ter, Elizabeth8 Iden (March 28, 1872-April 23, 1938), who married a 
Mr. D. B. Kessinger, November 5, 1907. 

GEORGE w; IDEN (October 11, 1840-April 1, 1914), son of 
George Washington,• Jr., and Eliza (Heston) Iden, lived at Etna Green, 
Indiana in 1864; Sterling, Nebraska and Paola, Kansas. He served in 
the UNION Army from June 4, 1861 to June 18, 1866, as a member 
of the 25th Ohio Infantry, Company A. Mustered out as a lieutenant. 
Was in the Second Battle of Bull Run, taken prisoner and passed through 
Libby Prison, Richmond, but was soon exchanged. Was acting Assistant 
Adjutant General at Columbia, South Carolina, when the Civil War endeJ. 
On November 11, 1869 he married Alice Disher near Bourbon, Marshall 
County, Indiana. She was born March 10, 1830 at Whitewater, Indiana. 
Their children were: 

Zellara& Iden, born March 3, 1874, near Sterling, Nebraska, who 
married Re\·. J. Sherman Hill on September 28, 1897, and haJ 
two children: Brooks Iden Hill, born July 18, 1904; Hilma .Alyt:c 
Hill, born January 12, 1910. 
Oscar Glenn8 Iden, attorney, Internal Revenue Bureau, Washing
ton, D. C. 

THOMAS J.' IDEN (Oaober 16, 1845-March 7, 1930), son of 
George Washington,0 Jr., and Eliza (Heston) Iden, on March 19, 1873, 
in Illinois, married Abigail Ducan, a daughter of Andrew Thomas and 
Catherine (Iden°) Duncan, and moved to Sloan, Iowa, where they cele
brated their golden wedding anniversary in 1923. .Abigail (Duncan) 
Iden was born in 1845 and died in 1935. The children of Thomas J. 
and Abigail (Duncan) Iden were: 

Archie B.8 Iden, born May 6, 1875, died March 3, 1899. 
Clifford R." Iden, born March 18, 1879, died August 8, 1925. 
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Earl L.8 Iden, born January 17, 1883, married Miss Sallie Mc
Comas and resides at Greenwood, Nebraska. 
Ethel M.8 Iden, born December 17, 1886, married Ray Martin 
and resides at Storm Lake, Iowa. 
Shead Seth8 Iden, born July 24, 1897, died May 24, 1898. 

LOMAN ATWOOD· IDEN (January 27, 18,4-December 9, 1935), 
son of George Washington,0 Jr., and Eliza (Heston) Iden, married Tena 
Ludora Shivley, who died November 5, 1930. The children of Loman 
Atwood and Tena Ludora (Shivley) Iden were: 

Chester Milo8 Iden, born September :;, 1885, died February 2, 
1927. 

Ernest Shivley8 Iden, born January 19, 1887, died March 2, 1901. 

Earl Oifford8 Iden, born October 10, 1889. 

SETH BALL- IDEN (May 21, 1860-February 18, 1940), son of 
George Washington,' Jr., and Eliza (Heston) Iden, married Viola Yeiter 
(born October 22, 1863) of Etna Green, Indiana. They had three chil
dren: 

.Althea Mar Iden, born June 9, 189,, married Paul Hamlin and 
had one son, Jack Hamlin, born April 9, 1921. 

Mary Avis11 Iden, born June 27, 1898, married Charles Ralph" 
Mason, born June 26, 1900, and had seven children, all born at. 
Etna Green, Indiana: 

Anna Florence Mason, born October 22, 1923. 
Lewis Gates Mason, born March 18, 1925. 
Seth Iden Mason, born October 16, 1926. 
Mary Charlotte Mason, born June 4, 1928. 
Roena Mason, born March 22, 1930. 
Christine Laverna Mason, born April 1, 1932. 
Charles Paul Mason, born .August 1,, 1940. 

Amy' Iden, born January 11, 1901, married Robert E. Knepper 
and had three children, all born at Etna Green, Indiana: 

Mary Lucille Knepper, born May 2, 1923. 
Phyllis Jeane Knepper~ born January 29, 1926. 
Robert Rulo Knepper, Jr., born June 24, 1933. 

GEORGE W.7 IDEN (July 20, 1846- December 7, 1924), son of 
Samuel• and Tabitha (Edwards) Iden, was born in Owen County, Indiana, 
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and died at Warsaw, Indiana. He married first, Evelyn Burch (Nov. 7, 
1855-Dec. 11, 1895). They had one son: 

Clarence• Iden, born September 1876, married Susan Ballou (de
ceased) in 1897 and had one son who died at birth. After the 
death of his first wife, he married Glee Iden, daughter of DeWitt 
Iden, evidently another branch of the family. Thus far they have 
been unable to trace their branch and relationship. 

On July 10, 1897, George W.; Iden married Catherine Rockhill Tag-
_gart. The children of this marriage were: 

Samuel Taggart• Iden, born July 20, 1898, married Emma L. 
Lloyd, born January 27, 1897 and had two children: Gladys" Iden, 
born August 14, 1924, and Ruth" Iden, born June 21, 1927. They 
reside at 656 W. Chicago Ave., Valparasio, Indiana. 
Gladys8 Iden, born March 20, 1901, Prescott, Indiana. Died April 
7, 1924. 
Homer Horace" Iden, born March 30, 1903. Married Eva Brown, 
New York City in 1931. Resides at 87 Vincent Place, Lynbrook, 
L. I. 
Loman Von .. Iden, born March 27, 1907, died February 19, 1932. 
He married Elizabeth Smith in California. They had one son, 
Clarence Von Iden, born July 23, 1931. 

JOHN HENRY; IDEN (December 19, 1848-February 17, 1932), 
son of Samuel 6 and Tabitha (Edwards) Iden, married Loretta Nieman 
(Warsaw, Indiana) in 1875 and had six thildren: 

Clarence .Arthur' Iden, born March 17, 1879. Married Margaret 
Orians and had no children. He is a manufacturer of Dental 
supplies and li,,-es at 631 North .Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. 
Florence8 Iden, born May 15, 1882, died October 27, 1884. 
Nellie Mat.a, Iden, born September 9, 1886. Married C. C. Dick
inson of Chicago, Ill. They reside at Argos, Indiana. They had 
three children: 

Donald Dickinson, born March 30, 1909. Married Isabelle 
Wright and they have one child. Reside in Argos, Indiana. 
Eleanor Dickinson, born July 24, 1911. Married to Abe Ford. 
No children. Now divorced. 
Harry Dickinson, born January 21, 1925. 

Raymond John• Iden, born April 30, 1890. Married Jeannetta C. 
Mahrt (1892) December 31, 1910. He is an Ohio printer and 
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music composer. His hymns and gospel songs appearing in lead
ing hymnals. He has many anthems and sacred solos to his credit. 
They had four children. Resides at 1003 N. Mulberry St., Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio. 

Josephine Louise9 Iden, born November 16, 1911, unmarried 
and resides in Buffalo, N. Y. Registered Nurse. 
Electra-Marie11 Iden, born October 14, 1913, died August 4, 
1919. 
Raymond Johnv Iden, Jr., born December 5, 1917, died April 
30, 1919. 
Lillian Jane9 Iden, born July 7, 1921. Married Wm. A.. 
Hutchinson, Jr., September 11, 1941. Resides at 404 Brad
dock St., Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 

Helen Marie8 Iden, born April 27, 1897. Married Rev. Austin 
Schulz and they reside in California, Mo. 
Harry Devon8 Iden, born January 7, 1900. Married Esther Broun 
(1897) of Carey, Ohio, August 26, 1918. He is a tool and die 
maker for the Carey Porcelain Co. They reside in Carey, Ohio 
and had three children: 

Elizabeth A.nn9 Iden, born June 28, 1919. 
Henrietta Florence0 Iden, born May 28, 1921. 
Charles Henryu Iden, born February 21, 1925. 
All three children are accomplished musicians, Elizabeth vioiin
ist, Henrietta, piano and Charles a master with the accordian. 

JOHN HENRY; IDEN - was a noted photographer of his times 
and was one of the first photographers to turn from the old "tintype' photo 
to the use of the "wet plate' method, he making all of his own photo-· 
graphic plates. He was the originator of the 'Tr11e Art Series' of pho
tography and which we call, today, 'Candid Camera Shots.' 

He was of a mechanical mind and as early as the year 1890 had de
signed and had flown a 'bird-kite' (today we call them 'gliders') his first 
model measuring 6 feet from wing tip to wing tip. From this model he 
built a much larger model using the method of construction which is to
day referred to as prefabricated structure. He was much consulted by the 
famous engineer, Chanute, and later often consulted with the Wright 
Brothers and others then well along in the construction of the Airplane 
of the early 1900's. Many of his ideas, such as the ailerons, and 'gover
nor controlled' internal combustion gas engine construction, are accepted 
necessities in the field of mechanics today. 



JOHN SECRIST; IDEN (April 10, 1847- ), son of Jehu 
Brown6 Iden and his first wife, Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, married Mary 
Sanders (September 22, 1846-January 23, 1914) on September 28, 1872, 
and had nine children: 

Gustave" Iden, born September 21, 1873, died August 27, 1874. 
Fred8 Iden, born August 12, 1875, died 1922. 
Stanley~ Iden,. born June 16, 1878, died November, 1879. 
Park• Iden, born Ju11e 16, 1878, died February, 1880. 
Edith~ Iden, born June 16, 1878, died August, 1878. 
Charles" Iden, born October 15, 1880, married Josie Davis. 
Philip~ Iden, born September 25, 1883, married Stella Clark in 
1920 and had one son, Harold Eugene Iden,, born June 12, 1921. 
----

8 Iden (boy), born June 2, 1885, died June 3, 1885. 
J. B.~ Iden, born October 17, 1886, married Cora McGauhey 
(born July 25, 1878) on August 25, 1907, and had three children: 

Frederick Homer0 Iden, born August 2, 1908, dieJ in infancy. 
Margaret" Iden, born October 15, 1914. 
Mary Josephine" Iden, born April 28, 1918. 

HARRISON JONES; IDEN (October 12, 1849-November 9, 1899), 
son of Jehu Brownd Iden and his first wife, Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, 
married Rosina Frederica Gross (April 24, 1852-May 4, 1933) on Feb
ruary 8, 1873. They had five children: 

Ardiei- Iden, born December 25, 1873, died August 13, 1875. 
Elda Beatricea Iden, born No,·ember 2!-J, 1875, married Clarence 
Lewis (1875-1941) on January 30, 1902. They reside at Bour
bon, Indiana, and have one son: 

William Forrest Lewis, born February 25, 1907, who married 
Oli\'e Anderson, born 1911. 

Stanley Austin• Iden, born August 28, 1880, died August 11, 1903. 
Jessie L.11 Iden, born April 22, 1884, died February 19, 1904. 
Lewis F Iden, born February 2, 1890, died October 26, 1906. 

JEHU WASHINGTON; IDEN (April 5, 1855-March 15, 1919), 
son of Jehu Brown° Iden and his first wife, Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, on 
April 18, 1878, married Carrie M. Miller (September 15, 1855-April 7, 
1917) and had five children: 

Frank M.8 Iden, born November 16, 1881, died August 18, 1882. 
Maude Gertrude' Iden, born March 4, 1884, married Walter A. 
Buel and lh·es at Parsons, Kansas. They had one child, Mary 
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Louise Buel, born June 13, 1926. 

Mary Edith" Iden, born August 22, 1885, died July 3, 1887. 

Alice Louise6 Iden, born June 27, 1887, married first John Al• 

dridge and then, on May 13, 1935, married H. E. Kimel. They 

reside at Mt. Airy, North Carolina, R.F.D. 

Walter Scott~ Iden, born September 11, 1898, married Ruth Martin 

and had three children: Walter Martin' Iden, born March 16, 

1919; JackP Iden and Gloria0 Iden. They reside at Dallas, Texas. 

ELMER ELLSWORTff IDEN (February 3, 1862-November, 1940), 
son of Jehu Brown8 Iden and his first wife, Priscilla (Edwards) Iden, on 
October 20, 1887, married Ora Annie Katie Reilly (December 4, 1867-
May 14, 1935) and they had three children: 

Mark E.11 Iden, born September 19, 1888, married on November 
25, 1927, Pauline E. H. Richter, born June 13, 1886. They reside 
at No. 7 East Eighth Street, New York Gty. 

Mabel R.& Iden, born October 22, 1890, married Vernon T. Hoard 
(born December 6, 1889) on April 7, 1912, and had two chil
dren: 

Moray Hoard, born March 23, 1913. 
Marguerite Hoard, born December 6, 1916, married Robert E. 
Boshoven on February 14, 1939, and had one daughter, Patric
ia Anne Bosho\'en, born March 17, 1940. 

Maude 1.~ Iden, born July 9, 1898, married on June 19, 1930, 
John W. Sexton, born October 4, 1894. 

EDWIN M.; Iden (1860-1887), son of John S,d and Eliza A. (Potts) 
Iden, married Laura M. Rodebaugh ( 1861-19 38) . Their children were: 

Charles Foster~ Iden, born November 8, 1882, married Edith Coe 

Morrow (born June 4, 1887) in 1908. He resides at 716 Tenth 
Avenue, New Brighton, Pennsylvania. The three children of 

Charles Foster and Edith Coe (Morrow) Iden are: 
Foster C.0 Iden, born June 29, 1909, married Gladys Burk
hart in 1936, and has one daughter, Nancy June10 Iden, born 
February 11, 1941. 
Darwin M.9 Iden, born October 24, 1911, married Mary Ellen 
Coene in 1935. 
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Glenn RonaldH Iden, born June 18, 1915, married Josephine 
Leatherberry in 1936, and has two children, Ruth10 Iden, born 
in 1939 and Marjory Carol1·• born in 19-H. 

Samuel J.A Iden, born February 4, 1885, married Neata Roude
bush and had four children: 

Loyal W.P Iden, born 1903. 
Merna E.0 Iden, born 1908. 
Russel E.• Iden, born 1915. 
Paul S.11 Iden, born 1917. 

Ethel L.~ Iden, born May 5, 1887. 

THOMAS CORWIN• Iden (October 23, 1857- ), son of 
William H.8 and Margaret (Myers) Iden, married Ada J. Milner and 
had two children: 

Vida May8 Iden, born January 16, 1882, married A. J. Fried and 
had one child, Mildred Fried, born 1905, who married William 
Mathias. 

Floyd Orvill~ Iden, born September 23, 1891, married Olive Stack
house and had three children: 

Caroline Ada• Iden, born January 20, 1916. 

Floyd William• Iden, born October 15, 1917. 

Charles Corwin• Iden, born July 19, 1926. 

CHESTER MILO& IDEN, born September 5, 1885, died at Las Vegas, 

New Mexico on February 2, 1927. He was a son of Loman Atwood· 

and Tena Ludora (Shivley) Iden. He married Ruth Hamilton and they 

had three children: 

Chester M." Iden, born June 5, 1909, at Clovis, New Mexico, 

Lawrence A.u Iden, born September 20, 1912, at Clovis, New 
Mexico. 

Elizabethu Iden, born Janual)· 6, 1915, at Las Vegas, New Mexico. 

EARL CLIFFORD6 IDEN, born October 10, 1889, son of Loman 

Atwood7 and Tena Ludora (Shivley) Iden, was Court Reporter of the 

Federal Court at Santa Fe, New Mexico. He was a graduate of Valpa

raiso University. He resided at Roswell and Santa Fe, New Mexico until 
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1917 when he removed to Albuquerque, where he is stiJI practicing Jaw, in 
the law department of The Atcheson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Com
pany. In 1912 he married Hazel Dell Cooke of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
They have two children: Jane Elizabeth9 Iden, born August 30, 1917, 
anJ Robert EarlY Iden, born December 15, 1925. 

CLIFFORD R.s IDEN (March 18, 1879-August 8, 1925), son of 
Thomas p and Abigail (Duncan) Iden, married Miss Bertha Winters 
and had one child, Cecil W.9 Iden, born 1902 in Los Angeles, California, 
who married Miss Myrna McComas and has one child, Mary Lou Iden, 
born 1929. They reside at 1111 Plymouth Avenue, San Francisco, Cali
fornia. 
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X 

OUR GERMAN COUSINS 

FREDERICK . IDEN resided at Leeste, near the city of Bremen in 
the north of Germany in the 1700's. He was the father of John Henry 
Iden, and the grandfather of John Henry Iden and Albert Iden who later 
migrated to New York. 

JOHN HENRY IDEN, son of John Henry Iden, was born at Leeste, 
Gennany, in 1851 and migrated to New York in 1870. He married Meta 
Wetchen and they had five-children, as follows: 

Henry A. Iden, born in New York City on February 17, 1884, and 
resides at 5529 Taft Avenue, Oakland, California. 
Anna G. Iden, born in New York City on January 5, 1891, mar
ried a Mr. Sassenberg and resides at 24 Kilmer Road, Larchmont, 
N.Y. 
Etta Iden, born 1894, died 1904. 
Minnie Iden, born 1897, died 1904. 
Grace Iden, born 1899, died 1904. 

The three youngest children lost their lives in the great Slocum dis
aster in June, 1904. The congregation of one of New York's Lutheran 
churches had started on an excursion aboard the S. S. General Slocum 
that day, but fire, which soon became umnanageable, broke out on the 
ship when it was not far from the shore and hundreds of the excursionists 
lost their lives. 

ALBERT IDEN, son of John Henry Iden, was born at Leeste, Ger• 
many, August 11, 1856, and migrated to New York in 1876. He married 
Minnie Schumacher, born March 7, 1872, and their daughter is 

Gertrude Iden, born August 8, 1902. She resides at 111-26 77th 
Avenue, Forest Hills, L. I., N. Y. 
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