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INTRODUCTION. 
~- . 

IN' FULFILLING a task so difficult and so important as that 
· of writing the history of a family and of a town; which said 

family foumled, I ·could not at first but shri11k from a labor 
for ,vbich I felt the amplest lei.,;ure would be insu~clent and · 
powers greater than my own would be inadequate. But the con-· 
sidemtiom; that were urged upon n1e came with additional fon:e 
from my connection with the family and my interest in its early . 
history. '., 

Hence in weakne!IS I have tried to weave a complete _chail1 of 
facts concerning the life and interests of the two sons of John and 
Mary Hight; follo,\ing the descendants of the family with. 
ac:cmucy to the present generation, seven in all, of whom. the· 
author is one. With this family history is associated the origin 
and birth of the present borough of Hightstown, N. J. The 
present site was n part of a large tract of land formerly owned by 
John Hight. . . 

In tracing the hii;tory of the town I have included a sketch of 
each of the churches, together with other interesting facts of its 
early days and it,; present advancement. 

The following pages give all the writer has been able to gather 
togetlier, which will be of especial interest to the citizens of 
Hight,;town, whether it be the place of their birth or residence. 

In the preparation of this work many authorities have been 
consulted and as many original documents as possible examined. 

?wiy most sincere thanks"are due to the friends .to whose ready 
nid aml sympatby I owe so much, and who have surrounded witl1 
happ'.)• memories and obligations the completion of my work. 
· Ami now I send these pages forth, not knowing what may 
· befall tht:111, but trusting they may fulfill the purpose 'for' wliich 
they were written. · · · 

MRS. WILLARD C. PULLEN, 
HizAlslou•111 N. /. 





JOHN HIGHT, the founder or Hightstown, N. J., and one of 
the organb;ers or . the Baptist ch:un:h here, was bom in 
England. The date- or his birth and of his coming to 

America is unknown. He owned three thousand acres or land 
(as recorded in the history or l\Iercer county). Tradition allinns 
thnt lie bought it of the Crown. The pun:hnse was made some­
time during the latter part of the administration of Governor 
Hllnter. On part or the nbo,-e named tract Hightstown is located. 
In 1721 the first house wa.s erected by John aud Mary Hight 
(hi11 bride). It wns a log house, and stood somewhere bet\\-een 
where Lant7.'s hotel now stands and the running stream, R,Jcky 
Brook. The latter was named after a Frenchn1an-Laroc-who 
b11ilt the Fulling Mill at Perritmille, N. J. The three tltou.c;and 
11cre11 heretofore mentioned joined the land of Willinm Penn, 
northwesterly. Jolin Hight solcl six lnmdred acres of his land, 
for which be wa.<1 paid in Continental currency, wbich was de­
prcciatecl. 

William Penn owned several thousand acres or land (Princeton 
is n pnrtJ, moKt or which he obtained in the yenr 1693. On 
October 20th, 1701, he conveyed fh•e thousand five hundred acres 
to Richnrd Stockton, this trttct being " in the county of Middle­
sex." 'l'he original Penn-Stockton deed is in possession of the 
Stockton family. The Stockton family frequently dro,·e from 
Princeton, their home, to Hightstown, ,ia Stockton street. 
Hightstown resiclents \\"ere jltstl1• proltd of the ,•isitors, thus tlte 
street derived its uame. 
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The follo\\ing deed libows another Pe1111 tract from 11 William 
Penn's sous to Johll Covenhoven and Garret Scbenci, dated 
August 14th, 1737," conveying sixty-fi\-e l1u11dred {6,500) acres 
of land, bounded southwest by Asso11pi11k creek, west by tl1e line 
of partition, northwest by the lollds of Thoma.,; Wan1e.11, north by 
Stony brook, and east by lliiillstone ri\·er, 

Garret Schenck was tbe m1ce11tor of the Scl1e11ckli of ?o-l011moutb 
nnd _:Mercer counties, and wa.11 the fourth great-gra11dfatber of 
Mr. Samuel M. Schenck, a very able lawyer of Highwto,,,1. 
He was also the ancestor of the late General Robert C. Scbe11ck, 
of Ohio, wbo was prominent in notional nft"oirs during a11cl after 
the late \\'llr. · 

In addition to said truct ofland o,med by John Hight, we find 
two old deeds recorded in the State House, at Trenton, tbe follow­
ing is a fac-liimile of the same: "John Bebout to John Hight, 
,lated l\f:ay 1st, 17-1-7, recorded in Book B 31 p. 24, COllveyi11g 

, eigl1ty acres in New Winson, between Millstone Ri,•er and Rocky 
Brook." 

The second: "Vincent Dye to Jol111 Height, relea.'ling hii. 
right to a certain tract of lancl near Rocky Brook; the number of 
acres not mentioned." 
. John and Mary Hight were blessed \\ith two or more sons. 

The .writer bas only been able to procure the names and bistorr . 
of two, Johll and Joseph. There is a tradition that there were 
two sons bom prior to John Jr., who died in infa11c3-. • John Hight 
the elder was bon1 in the year 1731, exact date; 1111~#own, Joseph 
the younger wns bom April 27th, 1739. Jcfb\l• the first born, 
was n1arried to Hannah L. Richards, in 1758: Their children 
were Joseph, born 176o, (died in ii1f1111cy); Daniel, bom 1761: 
Catbarine, bom 1769; Jacob, bom 1775; Hamml1, bon1 1777; 
a11d Benjamin, bon1 1779. Doniel and Ann, his wife, li\•ed 011 a 
farm near wbat is now called I,ocu.i;t Con1er, about sixty years 
ago. He died forty years ago at the age of ninety-four, lea,·ing 
an· only child, a son, Jobn by name. Catharine Hight n1arried 
William Covert, of Albany, N. Y. They had six children, 
•William, Joseph, James, Nancy, Margaret, and Elizabeth. 

Jacob Hight married Martha, daughter of Dr. Isaiah Ho11111in, 
they hod two children, Nathan nnd William. Benjamin Hight, 
:t.l. D. n1arried Mary, a daughter of Andrew Ma.r;on. They.were 
]>~essedwith ti\•echildren, ?11'ary, Ruleph, Joseph,_ Ruth, and Isobel. 
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Ha1111al1 Hight married Alexander Clnrk, wl10 sel'\"ecl iu the war 
of 1812. Their married life did uot extend O\'er many years, for 
they both died in the prin1e of life; tea,ing five small children, 
whose names were, Bersheba, born May 7th, 1804: John, born 
Aug. 26th, 1806; Margaret A., born Aug. 3rd, 1808; William, 
bon1 Oct. 27tl1, 1810, and Hannah II., born Dec. 13th, 1812. 

Alexander .Clark was n relath-e of Thomas Clark, into whose . 
ho1ise General Mercer ,vn.c; carried, after be \\"85 wou11ded in the 
battle of Princeton, on Jan. 3rcl, 1777, and taken care ofby Sarah 
Clark, asi.istecl by a colored woman, until the 12th, when he 
expired. 

Bersheba Clark married Richard Reid, and they had children 
as follows: Sarah, Catherine, Vanhise, Lydia, Hannah, Margaret 
and Emiline. Vanhise, so11 -of the above named Bersheba and 
Richard Reid, married Adeline V. P. Wood. They l1ad nine 
cl1ildre11, whose names were: Charles Augustus, Aletta W., Mary 
G., who <lied early in life, Emma N., Anna R., deceased, 
Edgar P., Evelyn A., decea.'led, Margaret C., deceased, a11d Ida M. 

Charles A., present Secretary a11d Trea.,;urer of city water work.,;, 
Trenton, N. J., married Miriam \V. La1111ing. They l1ave one 
chilcl, Joseph Y. L. Reid. Aletta marriecl John N. Stryker. 
Emma married Charles H. Potter, a11d Edgar married Ida Auclien. 

John Clark, sou of Alexander Clark, before mentioned,- married 
for his first \}ife Margaret Williams, and for his second wife, 
Delila Cook. There were 110 children. He cliecl iu 1861, a 111onu­
ment marks the spot where he lies in Cedar Hill Cemetery; 
Hightstown, N. J. 

Iu 1827, llargaret Clark married William Reicl, boni 1805. 
They lh•ed for fifty yenrs, or the greater part of their married life 
on n farm, on tl1e road to New Bruns\\ick. Their cl1ildre11 were, 
Garrett, bom 1831; Martha, bom 1832; Sarah, bom 1833; Cath­
eri11e, bon1 1835; Margaret, born 1836; Charlotte, bom 1837; 
James, bon1 1839; William Harrisun, bom 1841; John C., bon1 
1843; Bersheba, born 1845; Da\·id, bom 1846; Henry, bom 1847: 
Richard, born 1848; a11d William, bom 1852. 

Garret and his wife Eliza had three children. Richard and. 
Harrison died in infancy. 

Da,-id, general foreman or the P. R. R., of Atla11tic City, 
married Virginia Davis, of .!\Iorristown, aml had three chilclren, 
Emma, who clied early in life, Frederick amt Luther. 
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Henry n1a.rried l\111ry Hill, 11nd hlld cbildreu. Linwood, 
deceased, Sarah 1111d Charles. 

John C~ Reid nmrried ?.t:nry E. Webber, of Maryland, They 
hn,-e one child, 11 son William, known llS one of the firm of Se\ille 
&. Reid, marble and gmuite ,vorks, Hopewell, N. J. He married 
Jennie Blackwell, to wbom one cbild w11s born, Etbel by n11n1e. 

Bershebn Reid married A. G. Fetter, or the fim1 of Finney &. 
Fetter, Proprietors of the steam, snw and gri11t mill, Hopewell, 
Eleven children were bon1 to tl1em: Emm11, Ella, John H., 
Herbert, Anna, Cora, Clara, George, Addie and Ida (mins), aud 
Florence. 

Emma, a gra.duate from Hopewell Femnle Seminary iu 1881, 
1narried William, a son of Rev. Thomns Grenelle, of Glenwood, 
N. J., to wl101n two children were bom, Miriam Bersheba and 
Florence Fetter. 

Ella died in infancy; John H., a recorder of deeds in County 
Clerk's office, Trentou, N. J., married Laura Skillman, and they 
ha,·e one cl1ild, Laura by 1111me ; Herbert, engaged with the Tren­
ton B1111king Co., married May Tbatcher, and they l1ave one child, 
Harold ; Anna, a stutlent in 1889, at the Stnte Normal school, 
Trenton; Cora and Clara, students in 1891, at l\:Iodel School, 
Trenton ; Dr. George, gmduated from the National College, 
Wa.,;llington, D. C., in 1895: Addie and Ida died in infancy. 

James Reid and his wife Abbie, had one child, John by name. 
Catharine Reid married Richnrd Runyon Martin, a merchant, 

of Pennington, N. J. They were blessed with one child, George. 
She was !,is second wife, hi11 first wife being Margaret Chatten, of 
Pennington. Three years after the death of his second ,vife, he 
marrietl her 11i11ter, Martha A. 

Rid1ard R. Martin was a 11011 of l\lo.,;es Martin, bom iu 1760. 
Mo."'4!1i wa.,; 1111 11id in the Re,·olutionary war. He was sent front 
New Hrunswick to Perth Amboy, by \V:u1hington to wnn1 those 
stationed there, of 1111 intendetl raid of the British then in mnk on 
St11t1:n I11la11d. He was capt11red near Asnboy by the enemy and 
hi11 horMe taken from him. He was then incarcerated in the old 

. sugar house at Perth Amboy, and kept there six weeks. He Willi 

also colonel in the wnr of 1812. In 18161 he n1nrried Isabel S. 
Rnnyon, of New Market, N. J. Thi11 1:111ion wns blessed with 
tbree children: Hamilton, ·wbo married in 18431 J:me Da,'{s, of 
Pi!ICDtnway, N. J., and !10011 after settled in Califomia; Richard 
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R.unyou, bon, in 181S: and Catherine, who n1arried. Joh11 Gillm:1.11 
l\tllrtin, so11 of Ellis l\fartin aud nephew of James Gillm1111, a 
major in the war of 1812. 

The children of the abo\"e•named Richard 1111d Martha hi.<1 wife 
were: Isabel, William Clark, Mattie May, Charles A. Haigl1t and 
Ida E. Isabel died ill i11f1111cy; Re,·. William Clark l\Iartin, of 
Noank, Co11n., a gmduate or Peddie Instin,te, ill 188-1,, and 
Crozer, 1891, married Etta Wilcox, of Westerly, R. I., to whou, 
two c:hildre11 were born: Nita (died in infa11cy) a11d Man•el. 

)faltie 1\1., married Theodore l'tl., son of Re\'. Thoma.<1 Grenelle, 
of Glenwood, N. J.; Charles A. Haight n1arried Eli7.nbetb Frnce, 
of Newton, N. J. Their cbildren are, Harold, l\Inrthaan<l Nellie. 

Ida E. n1arried Willard C., so11 of Chester E. Pullen, of Hights­
town, N. J. The)' have two children, Rita Etbel ancl Milton W. 

William, son of Ha1111ah a11d Alexa11der Clark, spent tbe larger 
part of his life i11 Cra11bu1')", N. J. He ,tied u11marrietl, l\lay St11, 
rSS6. His sister Ha1111ah l\I. Clark married William Dey. For 
nearly fifty years, or all of their n1arried life they lh·ed 011 a farn,, 
on the road to Freehold, N. J.' Their children were: M11rtl111, who 
died early in life; l\:Iatilda, l\1111')0

, who died i11 infancy; Edn1und 
anti Helen. 

)latilda married D. l\Ic:Lea11 Voorhees, to whom were bom six 
children, William Clark, Harvey McLea11, Sarah Elle11, E,"•a 
:May, who died in i11fa11cy; Martha, \\'ho died in i11fancy; and 
Edmund Dey, who is 110w clerk i11 the First National Bank of 
Hightstow11, N. J. Helen married 11 !\Ir. Snedeker. They had 
two children. 

Edmund, son of Ha1111ab Dey, married Eleanor Gorden. They· 
have one daugbtcr, Lauro, by name. They live 011 a fann nlnng 
the "Old York road," one-half mile from Allentow11, N. J. 

Hannah, the only lhing great•gmnd child of John :md l\Inry 
Hight, of the branch or tile elder son Jolm, resit\'-'li \\ith her only 
KOii, Ecl11n1ml Dey, in her 84th year, 111111 i11 an :1111i:l11le ultl latly. 



TRADITION 11ffirn1S that Colonel Joseph Haight, the younger 
son of Jolm and )[ary Hight, settled in Maryland before 
the R.e,,•olution, 1111d that he was a wann supporter or the 

•· ~piscopal Cll\\rch or tl111t day. He is reputed to ha,-e remained 
loyal to the Crown, and also supposed to 1111,·e served i11 tbe 
French 1111d Indian war. 

There was a. Colonel Joseph Haight \\ith Morga111, at Clmmar's 
Mill:;, Oil tl1e day or tile Bo.ttle or Mom11outb. He WUS stationed . 
there to watch for Cornwallis, whose whereabouts ,nre uncertain. 
This is stated in Barber's " Hi:ltorical Collections of New Jerser," 
but whether it refers to the Colonel Haight who is the s11bjcct or 
this sketch, is doqbtrul. 

Joseph Haight married, on June 4th, 1761, Rebecca Griffith, of 
Philadelphia. Shewasbon1 Jan. 18th, 1738, and died in 1777. It 
is also certain that lie owned the fann near Colts Neck, N. J ., know11 
as the Morrisdon farm, which the late General Chnrles H11igl1t, 

· of Freehold, N. J ., owned in 1884. The \'llult on this farm was 
built by Joseph Haight, to satisfy a prejudice of l1is first wife, wbo 
1111d a horror or being buried in the ground. Col. Joseph and llis 
first ,vife, Rebecca were blessed \\itb several children: William, 
Thomas Griffitl1, Chnrles, Benjamin, Cornelius, Sarah and Henry. 
William was born Oct. 6th, 17621 died April 1837, married Sarah 
Rogers, of Bordentown, who was born Aug. 5th, 1767, and died 
Aug. 1st, 1799. Thoma.• Griffith, born !\larch 21st, 1764, 

. died April 17th, 1788, was a physiciau. and is buried at Christ 
Clmrch, Shrew11bury. Charles, was born Jul)· 31st, 17681 died 
1849, nnd i11 buried in the l\lorrisdon wult. Benjamin wa.'I bon1 
Oct. 5th, 1770; Con1elius was bon1 Dec. 23rd, 1772. The 0111)' 
daugbter, Sarah was bon1 Dec. 

0

17th, 1774. She married a Mr. 
Hermance, a11d <lied while liviug in tlie state or New York, and 
Henry was bom Sept. 5th, 1777. Col. Joseph diecl April 4th, 1795. 

William Haight and wife had a family of three children, Tbomas 
Griffith, Joseph and M1:1rianna. Tho1nns Griffith wa.'I bo,n No­
vember 10th, 1790. He was a prominent Democratic politician, 
and was favorably mentioned as a candidate for Go,-en1or. He 
n1arried Eliza Ami Van Marter March 8th, 1824, and lived it, the 
house of Huddy, the patriot u1artyr, where-he died September 
8th, 1847. 



THR C.-\r·r. HUDDY HOl"SF., cm:r·s NF.CK, N. J. 
OWP•cl In 1"51 b)0 Thon1a• O. Haight, 
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In September, 1780, Colonel Tye, with about 1,ixty or bis band 
of refugees, RSCe11ding the Na,-e.ink rh'er and oue of its tributaries 
to Colt's Neck, attacked the home of Captain Huddy. He, in a 
11011.,;e built almost like that or Joseph l\lurry, alone with a woman 
servant and little girl, defended l1in1self 1111til the burning of the 
house. Hucldy, finding the flames fa.o;t increa.'ling, agreed to i;ur­
rcnder, pro,ided the)• woulcl extinguish the fire. .-\.11 know the. 
story of this bra,•e defense and bow be was bung two years later. 
To realize the warfare carried on by the patriots and refugees or 
Monmouth, ,ve must iu1agi11e the present culth·atecl fields and 
hil111icles ro,-ered ,,ith deep dark forests of ancient oak.1, hickories 
and pines, and meadows tbrougl1 which encircling brooks and· 
narrow sedge-fringed riven; flowed. These water ro11rses were 
l1iglnvays for c:anoe, b.'\tteau and skiff", while the dark forests 1,,ra,·e 
hidcle11 places for the treacherous refugees. Only a trul:)' bm\"e man 
could, in such times of hardship and despair, be a patriot, for 
when he espoused -the American cause he knew lie mui,1 fight 
alone many a battle, and at any hour expect an attack. It was 
lbe unselfish patriotism of 11"\1ch inen :p1 Captain Huddy and Joseph 
l\Iltrry aml many otbers that ga,·e 11.,; tbe ,·ictory in the war of ll1e 
Re\:ohition and makes" eacb page of ibl liisto11· brilliant ,,ith 
inspiring cleeds or heroisn1. 

The children of Thomas G. Haight and his wife Eliza A., were· 
William, Tre\'D11io11 (first), John Tyler (first), Sarah (first), 
A1111ie, Charles, Tre,'Dniou (second), John Tyler (second), Eliza­
beth, and Sarah (second). 

William was bon1 Febntary 28th, 1825, a grad11nte of Princeton 
in 1847. He was a prontinent lawyer. He married Mary Van 
Bme11t, or Fort Ha111ilto11, N. Y. Tre\•011io11, John and Saralt 
(first) all died early in life. 

Annie married T. Fom1an Taylor, of Colt's Neck. This union 
wa.,; bles.o;ed wi~h four children, viz., Edward, who died young ; 
Li,lie Van ?rlnrler, who marriecl Mr. Hull McLean, of Red Bank, 
N. J., to whom were bon1 three children, \"iz., Aunie Chapin, 
Forman Taylor nml Annie; lldwnrd (second), and &.'\rah Haight 
Ta:)'lor. 

Charles, son of Thomas G. Haight, was bon1 January 4th, 
1837. He was a Ver)· able lawyer, and n member of Congress, 
and Proiiecutor of tbe Plea., of the ro1111ty of Momnoutb. He 
married l\lary B., daugbter of the late Dr. John I •• 'l'aylor, of 



Trenton, N. J. He died August 1st, 18g1, ]earing one child, 
Annie BelMlle, ,vho married Frederick William Hunter, of New 
York. 

Trevunion (seco11d) was born December 27th, 1838, and becanie 
a prominent physician ; married, January 7th, 1865, Josephine 
Gould, of Newark. He died in 1888. Their children were 
Eloise, Eliza, Josephine, Grace, and Thomas Griffith who died iu 
infancy. 

John Tyler Haight, was boni October 18th, 1841, n1arried Mary 
J •• Drummond, of Shrewsbury, unto whoni ,vere born four chil­
dren, viz., Thomas G., who died in infancy : Thomas G. (second), 
Rebecca and John Tyler. He, John Tyler Haight, died in De­
cember, 1892, while holding the office of County Clerk of the 
cotmty of Monmuuth. 

Elizabeth Haight ,vas born May 30th, 1843 : died January 
28th, 1858: and Sarah Haight married James Eugene Cooper, M. 
D. This union was blessed ·with four children, Thonias G., 
Eugene, Annie and Rebecca. 

Jo.o;eph, the second son of William Haight and his \\ife Sarab, 
wa,; ~ni April 1st, 1792 ; died in the year 1803, in New York. 

Marianna, daughter of William Haight, wa.'I boni February 
:roth, 1794 ; died January 16th, 1872. She married John E. 
Conover in 1815, who died April 16th, 1833. The names of their 
h\-n children were William and Charles Haight. William married 
llary Otterson. Their children were William, Henry, James, 
Clarence (now Law Judge of Monmouth county), Julia, and Dr. 
Charles, of Philadelphia. 

Charles Haight Conover married Marianna, a daughter of Judge 
Bruen, of Freehold, N. J. This very amiable woman is the only 
one of the generation now living connected by marriage. Their 
children were Ellei1 Wyckoff, Eliza Bruesi, John E., Marianna 
Haight, :Matilda Hamill and Frank Bruen. Ellen _Wyckoff mar­
riecl L. F, S. Schenck, to whom was born one child, a son, 
Charles De Lafayette. Eliza Bruen married a Mr. Fisher, and 
now lives at San Diego, Cal. They had two children, Charles 
Lyle a11d Marianna Conover. John E. and Maria1ma H. de­
ceased. Matilda Hamill married John .P. Walker. This union 
\\"IL'I bles.'led.with one child. Frank Bruen Cono,-er, of Asbury 
Park, married manche, a daugbter of General Peter Sullh·an, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. They ha,·e one child, a little d:u1ghter, 
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Dorothy M. Charles, son of William Haight, ,vas bom April 
1st, 1796 ; died July 12th, 1811. 

The very estimable Mrs. T. Forman Taylor, of Colt's Neck, 
and Mrs. Dr. Eugene Cooper, of Shrewsbury, are the only lMng 
children of Thomas Griffith Haight and his wife, who wa.11 Eliza 
Ann Van Marter. 

Tradition is that the death of Mary Hight occurred before. that 
of her husband; John Hight, who lived to be a very old man. 

A question has arisen as to bow tbe name was spelled origin­
ally. An old deed, dated 1747, in the possession of Mrs. J. Max­
well, in John and Mary Bight's own handwriting, spells it H-I­
G-H-T. Two old deeds in the possession of R. M. J. Smith, \\ith 
John Hight's signature, spell it H-I-G-H-T. In the old church 
record book of the Baptist church, dated 1745, the name is spelled 
H-I-G-H-T. It is so spelled in tbe deed referred to now on file 
in the State House, Trenton, N. J., and also in the "History of 
Mercer County.'' 

To the observation of the writer, in oue instance only ,vas the 
name spelled differently by John Hight, Sr., ·which ,va.11 in an old 
<leed, now in the posses.Ilion of Mr. Stephen Johnes, dated 1747, 
given to " Godfree Peters from Freegift Stout, in the presence of 
John Height, John Chamberlin, Henry Chamberlin." 

Hannah, daughter of John, Junior, spelled it on one occasion 
with the e, and Daniel in one instance spelled it witl1 tlie a. 

Again, a signature in Colonel Joseph's own handwriting, now 
ou file in Mo11n1outh county, spelled it \\ith the a. The desc:eml­
ant,; of that branch retained the a. It is evidentt:r true that tbe 
original was spelled H-I-G-H-T. 

"Gordon's Gazetteer of New Jersey," published in January, 
1834, spells Higbto;town "Hights Town." 

An old day book kept by T. D. Appleget, dated 1841, spelled 
it " Hights Town." 



THE EARLY HISTORY Of ·NEW JERSEY. 

0~ :\Inrcb 2otl1, 166-1,, Clmrll!ll, the English king, made an 
exten11i\-e grant of territory to his brother James, the Duke 
of York, who con\'e)'ed a portion of the territory to Sir 

George Carteret and Lord Berkeley, 011 the 23rd of June, of the 
same year. This tract ofland was to be called hereafter " Nova 
Cesarea, or Ne,,. J el'l!ey. • • l'hilip Carteret was appointed go,-emor, 
who macle, in 1665, Elizabethtown the go,-emment seat. At thi.,; 
elate, the town contained only four l1ou.c;es, wbich \\'ere built of 
log. The pro,ince wns dhided in 1676. Lord Berkeley becnn1e 
cli11.o;nti1died, and oft"ered his portion for Slllt:, whicb wns purclu1..'1Cd 
liy F.clward Byllinge and John Fen,rick. This tract was then 
callecl West New Jel'l!ey. The B:rllinge tnict al!IO pas.'led into tl1e 
hands of others. 

Sir George ·carteret w;u; 110le proprietor of Enst Jerse3·, in which 
Hight,;town wa.,; situated. In the year 1679 be died, and hi.,; 
will orclen.-cl his pro,ince to be sold to pay his debt,;, which wm; 
clone, in 1681-82, to \Vm. Penn, Thomas Rudyard, Thomas Hart, 
Robert \Vest, Ricl111rd l\-Iew, S3111uel Groome, Thomas Cooper, 
Thoma.'! Wilcox, Clement Ph1msted, H11gb Harto;horne, Ambrose 
Rigg, John Haywood. Thei;e \\'ere called "the twelve propri­
et'lrs," The:r · held the. pro,ince only a short time, when twelve 
more proprietors were added as partners. 

The !t'J'an;e pop1tlatio11 of New Jersey is indicatetl by the follow­
ing npproximate cemm.'I or the various i.ettlement,; in the State, in 
16Mo: Pro,·ince or West Jersey; New Salem, population 6o 
familieii; Burlington, 140. Pro,·ince of East Jersey: Bergen, ;o; 
Xewnrk, 90: Eli7.abeth, So; Shrewsb11ry, 70;· .Pertb Amboy, 60. 

New. York, which wa.'I 11ettled in 16og, bad, after a growth of 
70 years, be_come the most important seaport in America. Phila­
clelphin was not settled until 73 years after (1682). 

The follo\\ing was the ,·nhte of produce in 1668: 
\Vinter wheat, 11 Im.,;., 511. S11mmer wheat, a bu.'I., 45. 6d; 
Barley, a bus., 411. Rye, a bus., ,is. 

I111lia11 flour, a bus., 3s. Beef, a lb., 211. 
Pork, a lb., J¼d, 
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During the lifetime of John Hight many iu1port:i.nt e,·ent-. 11ml 
remarkable occttrreuces took plnc:e, in what ·t11 now called ~ew 
Jersey. The )'enr 1701 was a meniorable · em. o,,ing to the 
disturbance; that violentl:r agitated the mind.11 of the people, each 
pro,inc:e hacl many and different proprieton., who \\"ere dhided 
into faction,;. One party in fa,'Or ,,ith the go,·ernor ad\'OCllted 
special i;cl1emC!I, ,vhich the oppo.odte part)· oppoi;ed. All attempt, 
to re1tore peace, tmion, and frlemlliness between the faction.-. were 
u11s11ccei;.,ful. · 

The c:i.11.oei of ,lis.11ension in the Eastern pro,·ince, !10 iu1pres.-.ed 
the minds of the people, tl1at the)" readily listenec.l to any propoi;i­
tion made for a surrender of go,-enm1ent. A large part of the 
Westen, provice for sbuilnr Clluse!I was di!lpO!ie<l to make a full 
1mrrencler. 

Fi11all)• both pro,inces became weary of the contbn1al 11tn1ggle 
bet\,-een proprietol'!I, and the proprietors :ind t11e people. They 
clrew up an article of agreement, whereby ther co1we)·ed their 
right of govennnent to the Cro\\,1, :md it \\":L.'I accepted by Queen 
Ann, 011 the 17th of April, 1702. A.v, 110011 ·a.v, the go,·ennnent 
wa.-. trnm;ferred, Queen Ann re1111itec.l the E:,..11teni and \\'e11tem 
pro\-ince.-., ancl intrusted the go,·enm1e11t of the pro,·ince together 
\\ith ~ew York io Lord Con1bury, grand11011 of the Chancellor, 
Earl of Clnredo11. This commission fom1ed the constitution ~nd 
go,•ernn1e11t of the province, until the Declaration of Imlependence. 

Including the governor, the Crow11 nominated tweh·e ro11ncil­
lon;. These, together with an a.'!Sembly (elected for an indefinite 
length of ti111e by the people), comprilled the new go\"ennnent. 
The KeS!lion11 were held, altematel>· at Perth Amboy amt Burling­
ton, until 1>ennanently locatecl nt Trenton. The fin.t genernl 
a.v,i;embly met in the year 1668, at Eli1.abetbtow.n (nametl for 
L'l<ly Eliznbeth wife of Sir George Carteret), and up to 1686, 
when it met for the fin1t time in Perth A111boy. The 11ite of the 
latter plnc:e wn.-. resef.\•ed for tl1e proprietor11, by Go,·. Carteret, in 
1669, and na111ed " Perth," in honor of the " Enrl of Perth." In 
11peaking of the location, the Indian word II Ambo," was usecl. 
Snl,i;ec111e11tly the 11a111e or the pince heca111e Perth A111bo)·. Thi11 
town was the l'e!lide11c:e or Go,•. Frn11kli11, whom the II Rebel:;" 
macle a priso11er. 

I.orcl Conibury was s11cceeded h>· John Lon\ Lo,-elace, in liOS; 
nnct by Go,-en1or Htmter, in lilO, who helcl the office unlit 1p~l. 
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In the month or May, 1715, a multitude or locw.1s came out or 
the ground in "-arious places, covered with a shell, from which 
they crept and flew to the trees. Owing to the large number 
throughout the country, their song in the evening was so loud 
UJat the • • cow-bells could scarcely be heard iu the ,voods." The 
S\vine and ponlby fed on them. 11 They were al.'lO eaten by the 
Indians, ,vhich n1akes it probable that they ,vere the same kind 
eaten by John the Bapti,;t. •• 

Smith's History or New Jersey states the rono,ring: 11 The 7th 
or Dec., 1737, at 11igbt, was a large shock or a11 earthq11ake, 
accompa11ied with a remarkable rumbling noise; people waked in 
their beds, the cloors flew open, bricks fell from the chimneys; 
the consternation was serious: ln1t happily 110- great 4amage 
ensued." 

111 the sun1mer or 1749, three nati,·es of Greenland, dressed in 
seal skins, passed through the state. They made frie11ds with 
Indians, near Crn11bury. Ha,.ing been converted by the Mora,ian 
miS!tiouaries, to the chrio;tian religion, they had left Greenla11d in 
a Mora,ian ship. 

•• On July 20th, 1764, in the eve11ing, at twenty minutes or 
eight, a ball of fire was seen in the northeast, about fifty degrees 
abo\·e the horizo11; it took its course northwesterly; its diameter 
seemed larger than the sun; it appeared like sheets of fire i11cli11ing 
together; the sot111d or which reilt!mbled that of a great fire, urged 
by a strong wind. A snudl cloud it1 the north seemed ·to attract 
it; mou11ting higher till it reached nn edge of the cloud, it seen1-
illgly shattered into innumerable pieces." 

In the )"ear 1751, little had been done to improve the common 
roads. Governor Franklin, iaJ 'an address to the As.,;embly, in 
1768, said: " E\"en those roads which lie between the two pri11cipal 
trading cities in North An1erica are seldon1 passable without 
-danger and difficulty." An all-stage route was established from 
Philadelphia, via. Trenton, to Elizabetbtown, previous to the 
Re\•olution. The stage:;. called flying machines, carried paSllell­
~ 11 through in two days in summer and three in winter, at 
three pence per mile." 

It will be remembered that the British army held possession of 
· New York, during a greater part or tbe Revolution. The Conti-

11ental army having control of Philadelphia. Business of all ki11ds 
between these two great cities, during these years, was practically 



17. 

suspe11ded, the country lyi11g betweei1 New York and P11ilndelphia 
being a continuous battlefielJ. 

·In the year 16g7, Cranbury wa.,; 11ettled by Joi.iah· Prickett, a 
butcher. The year following he sold out to John Harrison. It 
is 011e of the oldest places in tht,; part of. the State. On August 
8th, 1744, David Brainerd, a pious misl,;on:iry, preached in the 
,·icinity to the Indians, numbering abot1t !dxty. He discoursed 
fron1 Luke xiv: 16-23. He c:o11tinued his labors i11 the field for a 
time, meeting witb succes.11. The common cry to God with the 
Indians with whom Mr. Bmi11enl labored wais " Guttummauk­
alumn1el1, guttummaukalummeh," mea11ing " Have mercy upon 
me, l1ave mercy upon me." 

The original township of Windsor wa.,; organized March gtlr, 
1750, by grant of George III. A divii,;on i11to East Windsor and 
West Windsor was effected by the Legislatun: in 1797. Average 
le11gth of East Windsor, 10 n1iles ; wi<lth, 5 miles; bol1nded 
northeast by South Brunswick and Mo11roe, Middlesex county ; 
northwest by West. Wi11dsor; south-southeast by Upper Freehold, 
Monmouth county, and southwest by Hamilton. 

Mercer county was organized from Burlington, Hu11terdo11 and 
Middlesex cou11ties February, 183~. and named in ho11or of Gen­
eral Mercer, who fell at the battle of Pri11ceton. The :iverage 
length is 20 miles ; width, 12 miles ; boumlecl northenst by Somer­
set n11d Middlesex counties; 11orthwest by Hunterdon county ; 
southeast by Monmouth and Burlington cou11ties, and soutl1west 
by Delaware river. The Capital of the State and her mo11t im­
portant literary institutions are located within the limits of .this 
cou11ty. The battles of Tre11to11 aml Pri11ceton, memomble for 
htming the tide of tlte American Revolution, were all!O fot1ght 
here. The poptdatio11 of the county in 1840 wa.,; 21,075. This 
con11ty .is proud to know that 112110.ug lier sons in the Revolution 
there were three who signed _the Declaration of I11depe11dence­
Rev. Dr. Joh11 Witberspoon a11d Richard Stockton, of Pri11ceton, 
a11d John Hart, of Hopewell. The two others who, nis representa-

. ti,•es of New Jersey, signed the Declaratio11 or Independe_nce were 
Francis Hopkinso11, of Borde11town, and Abmhnm Clark, o(Rah­
way. The latter was a desce11da11t of the fin.-t settlers of Newark 
a11d Elizabeth, with which family Re,·. G. W. Clark, D. D., a 
highly esteemed citize11 or Hight.,;to\\"I\, ii; co1111ected. 

Re\•. John Witherspoon, D. D., cnml! fron1 Scotland i11 1768 
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and settled in Princeton, where he was elected president of tbe 
college. . Togetber with the presidency of the college, h-e assunied 
the pa.o;torate of the Presbyterian church of that place, sustaining 
tju: relation of pastor to this cburcb for about twenty-fi,-e yenrs, 
and up to one year pre,iotL'i to hi11 death, which oc:c:u~ 011 
November 15th, 1794, at Tusculutn, bis county seat. He ren­
dered i.en'ic:es in the Revolutionary \Var \\itlt distinguished ability. 
He was the first moderator of the general Presbyterian Asembly, 
organized about the date of the signing uf-tbe Dec:larntion of Inde­
pendence. Po.11.o;e!llled of fine genilL'I and_ of eminent and ac:ti,•e 
piety, his merit,; a.,; a minister and as a sc:bolar stand. abo,-e. the 
reaelt of tlattel')·. Ha,ing long e<lified the ehurc:h by hi11 talento; 
and example, he fell. asleep full of faith • 
. Riebard Stoekto.n wa.,; born near Princeton, October 1st, 1730; 

graduated from Princeton Cotlege itt 1748. His attention wa.o; 
given to the study of law, and he soon rose to entittence. He 
visited Great Britain and rendered, during his stay, ,·atuable 
serviees to the eoltege of New Jersey. 

11 On the opening of the Revohttion, be adopted, \\ith ardor, hi!! 
country's ClllL'le and rendered her important sen-ices in \'BriOlL'I 
stations. On the 30th of November, 1776, he and his friend, l\lr. 
Covenhoven (at whose ho\Li;e he was staying), were eaptured by 
a party of refugee ro)•alists. He wns clragge<I from his bed at 
night, c:arriecl to New York, thrown into the eommon jail, and 
treated with such barbarit)' as to lay'the foundation of the di!lea!le 
whicb terminatect in bis death February 28th, 1781."-B11r/,,-r's 
Hist •. Col. Nn,· fi·rse_i•. 

· Mr. Stoekton'!I fortune was greatly diminished by the deprecia­
tion of the Continental eurrenc:y. He wn.'i a de,"Out c:hristian and 
close<l n life of honor and usefulness. 

Jolm Hart, EKq;, Willi a native of Hopewell. In the Provinei:Ll 
Congres.'I of 1775, he wa.o; a Representath·e from Hunterdon 
c:o1111ly, 61111 one year laler be wa.-i a member of the Cunlim:nt.ll 
Congrei;.o;; • 

"White \Va.o;hington's anny was ,twindling clown to a mere 
h:mdful, tbii; olcl 111an \\'as carrying his_ gray hairs- and i11fim1ilies 
about from cottage to cottage, while ltis Cann was pillaged, bis 
family nffliete<I and di!!persed ; at one time, being greatly in need 
of a goucl night's lodgiug, and being :nnong stra.ngers, he was 
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obliged to 11luire the accommodation11 of 11 dog. He died in 17S0, 
lea,i11g a brigbt example of devotion to his country." 

Francis Hopkinson wa.'i born in Petmsylwnia in 1738. In the 
beginning of the Revolution he reside:1 11t Bordento,m. After• 
wanl he wni; appointed a Judge of tl1e Di.<1trict Court of the United 
Stllte!i. For \\it and ,iwcit)• he \\'IL'i ,•ery di11tingub1hed. His 
denth occurred M11y 8th, 1791. 

Abrah11m Clark, only child of Thomas Clark, one of tllP. .Alder• 
men of Elimbethtown, ,ws boni one and 11 half miles front 
Rnhway. He held tile offices of high' sheriff' successively, clerk of 
the Colonial Assembly 11nd commi11,.,ioner for settling undhided 
laml<1. He held 11 !iellt in Congres.o; during the continu:mce of the 
old Confederation, and \Vll!I elected 11 member of the House of 
Repre!ie11tlltives of the United States af'ter the adoption of the 
Fe:leral Constitution. A monument in Rahway gra,-e-yard bears 
the follo\\ing inscription : 

" In men1ory of Abrahau1 Clark, E.,;q., who died September 
15th, 1794, in the 69th year of his age. Firm nnd decided as a 
patriot, zealou.,; 11ml faithful 115 11 public worker, he lo,·ed his 
CO\llltry and adhered to her CllU.'le in the darkest ho\11"11 or her 
struggle against oppression." 

HIGHTSTOWN IN ITS INFA.~CY. 

THE first building erected in what is now called Hightstown 
wall in the year 1721, which, a.,; before mentioned, wa.o; the 
log house of John and l\Iary Hight. In the ye11r 1749 

Hight<1town consi!ited o( this log cabin, a blacki;mith shot> and 11 
mill (on Rocky Brook), together with two or more otber build­
ings built by Jolm Hight. In t75l, Godfree Peters bought-s11id 
mill, which be kept two yeal"!I, 115 shown by the following clause 
from an nl<l will, beariug d11te March 31st, 1753: "Godfree 
Peters, in his last will, desires that the grist mill in Higbto;town 
be sol<l to pay his debts.'' The mill came again into possession of 
John Hight. In 1786 the nlill b11n1e<l, and ,vn11 rebuilt in same 
year by Captain William Smith, grandfather of the late R. ll. 
Smith, State Treasurer of New Jersey. 

Two more l1ou11es \\"ere erecte<l in 1750-51 by others. The finit 
store W115 established in 1783 by Captain William S111ith. At Lhis 
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date Captain Smith owned several acres of land Oil the eastern 
side of ll:lin street, beginning somewhere near Etra Con1er (South . 
Main :.treet) and e.xtending to the mill (Norton's). In addition 
to tl1is, he ownecl a large tract ofland "East of the Duke of York 
road." 

In the year 1Noo the following persons carried on the local mer­
cantile business in Hightstown : Betsey Moore, Enoch Bald,vi11 
and Robert Purdy. A tannery stood near U1e re.idence or l\Ir. 
Richard Norton, carried on by James Cook in the year 18o6, 11ml 
in 181:: by Robert Purdy. In 1840 R. R. Forman entered as 11 
partner in the busiues.'i, retiring iu 1846. He. was succeeded b~· 
Joseph Rue. Two years later it wn.'i known as the finn or Coward 
& Ely, when tbrec yenn; nftenvnrtl the est:1blisl1111e11t wns tom 
down. 

The earliest resident physicians of whom the writer ha11 been 
able to obtain any knowledge were Drs. Enoch Wilson a11d George 
1\-IcRoy. These men, so tradition a"flirms, were here prior to 1Soo. 
They frequently walked from four to eight miles to ,isit a patient. 

The moils were carried from place to place on horseback until 
the year 1694, wheu Coionel John Ha111111ilton, son of Go,·emor 
Andrew Hammilton, of New Jersey, devised the scheme by which 
the po.'lt office was est:iblished, obtaining a patent for it, selling 
aftenvard his right to tlle Crown. New Jersey had only six 
offices in the year 1791-Trenton, Princeton, Elb:abeth, Newark, 
Rahway and Brunswick. 

The first post office established in Hightstown was 011 February 
24th, 1819, in a store kept by Daniel Mount, who WIL'i the first 
postmnstu. Daniel Mouut was 1111 \tncle to the ,-ery estimable 
Mn;. Abigail S1nith, of Hightstown. Those who succccdecl i\Ir. 
!\-Iom1t in the post office department were Robert Purdr, Dr. l\Ic­
Chesney, Dr. C. C. Blau,-elt, I. Smith, Thomas Appleget, Joseph 
Perrine, Charles Keeler, Samuel Holcombe, Mrs. Holcombe, 
Charle11 Keeler, J. Mount Smith, Thomas Scroggy and J. Mount 
Smith, the present postmaster. 

General Lafayette pas.'led through our town about the middle of • 
J1dy, 1825. A reception wa.'i ~tiven him at Trenton, Saturday, 
July-16th, of the abo,-e-1111med year. Fro1n there he went to 
Bordentown. 

Hight,;town, a village on tbe turnpike road from Bordentown to 
Cranbury (tun1pike chartered Febn1ary 16th, 1816), is 183 miles 
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from \Yn.c;hington, D. C. : 41 miles from Philadelphia : 48 from 
:New York : nineteen from Trenton ; thirteen from Bordento,m : 
eighteen from Freehold, and twent)·-two fro1n Princeton, by rail, 
and nim: 111ile11 by \\'ag011 rood. 

BAPTIST CHUUCH. 

The Bnptist Church at Middletown wa.c; formed in 1688. As 
early as 1;06, there wn.c; Baptist preaching in the farm houses in 
this ,,;cinity. Persecution in other States sent man)' Baptist!I into 
tl1is State. The church wa..c; fow1ded No,·. 1st, li45• There 
\\"t."l'e 11e,·entee11 charter members ,vho.c;e 11ames were as follows: 
James Can11e11, Willian1 Cheeseman, William Cheesema11, Jr., 
Samuel Chee!!elnan, John Dye, Thomas Morford, )lo.~ Hull, 
John Hight, Malakia Bonha1n, Martha Cheeseman, Catherine 
CheeHeman, Mary Dye, Abigail Morford, llal')· Hight, Marg:iret 
Cannen, C.'ltharine ~Iorris, Joonna _Fla,·el. At that lime there 
were not o,·er forty Baptist churches in this countl')· \\ith a 
membership of two thou.c;aud. 

The meeting hou.,;e was built in 1;4;, at Cranbury. The first 
pastor, James Carmen, was ordained Nov. 3rd, Ii-JS• Having 
sen•ed ele\-en years, he was buried i11 the old graveyard. For a 
time the church prospered, aud then, duriug the Revolution c:ame 
dark da)·S. The church dwindled fro1n 11eve11ty-six n1embers to 
twenty-four. A few good men kept the fire from going ottt. In 
1782 Peter \Vil110n, a native of this township, became pa.c;tor. At 
once new life came tn the church. He preached evel')•where in 
this 1>art of the stnte. 

In 1;84 n frame houi,;e was built nt Hightstown, 011 IL lot 
obtninecl of Captain Wm. Smith. F..dwarcl's Histol')' of the Bap­
ti11tc;, written in 17891 state11 that " the lnnd was purchased of 
\Villiam Smith," but there is a traclition among his desc:enclnnts 
ancl others, that it was donated by him. The latter stntement is 
uncloubtedly correct. The cl1urch stood where tlte Baptist brick 
Stmday school chapel now stands, for the purpose of IL Ba1>tist 
meeting house. The church then moved to Hightstown and held 
itc; first meeting on No,·. 11th, 1;85. Back of the church wns the 
gra,·eyard, the oldest tombstone ht which, bears the date July ,i.tl11 

1790. This building was used until 18341 when it was sold to 
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Dr. llcChe;i1ey, a11d was u.'led as a church by the Universalisbl-
011 tl1e preient site for several years. The church hnd preaching 
i.1ations at Trenton, lt:anasqua11, Hamilton Square, Princ:eton, 
\\'a.,;hingto11 and many otl1er places. At six of these stations 
chttrChes were organized. After a pastorate of tltirty-five yean;, 
in which he baptized 952 persons, Peter Wilson rested quietly 
front public labors until hi.,; death. He ,vas a man of 111ark i11 his 
day. The brick house of worship was erected in 1835. The 
present hou.,;e of wol'llhip \\"IL'i erecte<l i11 1859. Tbe church ba.,; 
had, in all, ele,·et1 pa.11tol'II, i11cludi11g the prc1.1eut. Follo\\ing 
Peter Wilson came John Segar for 11ineteet1 years, C. \V. l:Iulford, 
George Young, J. B. Saxton, E. l-I. Barker, Lewis Smith, Isaac 
Butterfield, Lyman Chase, and the present pastor, Rev. O. P. 
Eaches, D. D., now in the twenty-sixth year of ltis pa.c;torate. 
He has been influential in educational matters especiall>· in 
co1111ection with Peddie Institute, and as Secretary of the Baptist 
Education Society of the State. He has llL'iO won a wide reputation 
IL'i a contrib11tor to periodical literature. Through the untiring 
labors of this very efficient pastor, the church hns greatly prospered. 
It has raised in the Inst twe11ty-five years about one hundred 
thousn11d dollars for all purposes. 1\venty ministel'II have gone 
011t from the churcb, who are as follows: Peter Wilson, Malnkinb 
Bottham, Alexander McGowan, Peter Groom, Jobn Cooper, 
Joshua E. Rue, Charles Cox, John Harvey, Arthur W. Stockwin, 
Levi H. Copeland, Jolm B. L'Hon1medieu, Charle,1 A. Schlipf, 
John Schlipf, Willian1 C. Martin, W. W. Wakeman, Joseph 
Schlipf and Theodore Baumgardner. . · 

The church at Jamesburg was organized in 1894, of members 
dismilllied fron1 this church. The old record book11, from the lin;t, 
are still prcscn•ed. Tbe Bible and communion set, used snore 
than a century ago are preserved; Two years ago the church 
purchased a property to be used for caring for the aged members 
of the church. It is called the Livingston Home. More than a . 
hundred years ago, before the. days of the Sunday school, the 
children were catechi1.ed publicly 011 Sundny. It has a prosperous 
Endeavor Society, organized in r886, and also a Junior E11dea,-or. 
It has also a \Voman's Foreign and Honie l-Ii."ISion Society, a 
Young Woman's and a Young Men's Mission Society, Bands of 
Little Helpers, and a class for Christia11 Cult11re. The church 
has an invested fund of ten thousand dollars. 
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Ortl1c former pa.o;tors only one is no\\· living, Dr. J. B. Sa."Ctou. 
When the clmrch was organized allegiauce was due to England, 
It hL'I ,ritnessed the rl.c;e and gro,vth or the country. It has ,vit­
nesRe<l great tliRCOveries and the rl.c;e or great moml agencies. It 
Jin.,; i1een the prog:resi; or the principles for which it conte11ded at 
the first. The L'l..o;ociation or which it wa.c; a member petitio11ed 
the Conti11ental Congreiv; for the right or everyone to wol'!lllip God 
11nn1olested by the law. It ha.,; !leelt the growth or Baptit;t princi­
plCII i;c> that there are now 4,000,000 Baptists in our· country. 
n11ring it'I hi11tory 2,030 1111\'e 1.ieen bapti7.etl. L.-irge 11mnberis 
l1a,·e gone to other churches, enricl1i11g them thereby. The pres­
ent n1emben;hip is about 580. The church celebrated June 1st, 
1895, the twenty-fifth annh•ersary or the-present pastorate, and on 
the following November 1st the one hundred and fiftieth a1111iver­
Nary of the founding of the ch11rch. The proceedings, together 
\\ith a history of the ch11rc]1, ha,-e been published in book form, 

llETHODIST EPISCOPAi, CHURCH, 

Early Methodism i11 New Jer11ey con11isted of two immen11e cir­
c11ito;, each co,-ering about one-half of our State. To each· of tl1ese 
circuits were appointed a Senior nnd Junior Preacher, who itiu~ 
erated from 011e extreme of their 11 appoi11tment '' to the otl1er in 

· regi1lar 11t.-ited inter\-als. The dMding line of the East and West 
Jer!ley Circuits cros.'led in our ,icinity, ju.c;t beyond :\lilford {or 
Etm). Hightstown WL'I i11 the East Jel'!ley Circuit. The first 
preaching sen·ices of the :Methodist Iti11era11t of which we can find 
nny reconl were heltf i11 the year 1785, Actnm Cloml being Senior 
and Matthew Greentree Ju11ior Preachers. Stra11ge to relate-but 
to 11how the C(?Ur&ge and tact of the fathe~the preaching 
servi~ were held i11 il tavern ow11ed b)' Adam Shaw. The 
Methotlisl'i did 11ot, however, receive n111ch e11coumge1t1e11t, a11d 
i11 the 11ext year Ezekial Cooper a11d Joh11 McClaskey took their 
places. These brethre11 did 11ot like tavern appoi11tme11t'I, a11d "it 
ic; aflirn1ed that Cooper refused to preach at all amid s11ch sur­
rou11di11gs. · McClaskey, 110\\'e\;er; \\illing to improve every 
opportu11ity, preacbed two or three times, a11d at one ser,ice !!nid 
he would 11ot preach any more 1111les.'i better accommodations were 
pro,ided, Robert Hutcpirison, t1ten· n yol111g ma11 of twcmty-011e 
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years of age, who llftenvard beca1ue a :\Iethodist preacher (a11d 
his tltree brothers, Ezekial, Sylvester and Aaro11), besought him 
to gh-e at least two or three more sen11ons. · 

In the mea11time, H11tc:llin!i0n penmaded bis uncle Josepb 
Hutchinson to hear the iti11er:mt. Joseph Hutchinso11 wa.'i pleased 
and a.'iked the preaclter to prea.clt at his residence. The imitation 
,m.,; gladly accepted. Thu.,; early ill the yenr 1 ;86, the sen-ices 
were transferred fro111 Hightstown to :\lilforcl, N. J .. a11d Joi;eph 
Hutcbiniion bt.-came the Ien,tcr nn<l sttpporter of tlte Methoclist,;, 
Almost e11tirely nt Ids ow11 expense, a chapel was built at Milford, 
in which regular l'Iethodist 111:rvices were held u11til the year 1~35, 
,vl1e11 the congregation 1110,-ed to the 11ew brick building. which 
had been erected in Highl'itnwn. on the conier or Stockto11 1111d 
Church street'i, The property now owned by Mr. Joseplt 
Chamberlin, and occupied 11.,; nn apartn1ent house. \Vbile the 
church wa.,; in ::\lilfor<l n flourishi11g class was mnint11i11ed i11 
Higbto;town, aml it wa.'i 011 accottnt of the influential members or 
this clas.'i that the place of regular senice wns transferred to our 
tow11. The fo1Iowi11g persons were nmong the charter members: 
CI1arles C. Job11son, father of Mr. Pittman Jolm:.011, a Hightstown 
bu.o;ine.'i!I man; Israel Pearce, father of Mrs. T. C. Penrce (maide11 
name also Pearce), of Hight'ltown, and ::\Irs. John Dey, of Ocean 
Gro,·e: Jnmes Cook, Gilbert DC)' and Joel Jetni!iOn. 

In the yenr 185;, during the pastorate pf Re,·. E11och Green, 
tbe present church edifice on Church street wa.'i bttilt. The 
cburcb bas had man>· diff'erent pa.11tors (a u1ethodist ctL'itom). 1111 or 
whom were noble-hearted me11. · 

In the spri11g or 1895 Rev. James L. Howard, the present 
pastor, wa.,; ca11etl lo the p11.,;torate. Throttgb the im1trmm:ntality 
of this ,·ery earnest nnd compete11t leader tlte church hn.'i had a 
graml re,i,"111. • Abo11t two hundred souls hn,·e been brought to 
know a Sm,io11r's lo,·e. He and his people nre u11ited in doi11g a 
grand work. 

The congregation, recog11izing the need of a more spacious and 
eligible locntion, purchased rec:entl>· the large and co1111i11111di11g 
site ow11ed by Mr. James Marlatt, on Stockton, running through 
to :\Iorri.'iOn street, together with the adjoi11i11g property of )Ir. 
Taylor Brown, comer or Stockto11 a11d Church streets. Upo11 this 
lol 11 new church buildi11g will be erectell, nnd the Marl:ttt home­
stea,1, after bei11g thoroughly remade11ed, will be the pnrsomige. 
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The property at .Milford has gone into decar. The other proper­
ties are still in a. good !ltate of preservation and in actual u..,;e, and 

. it is hoped soon tbe new c11un:b ,\ill be completed and dedknted 
to tl1e glory of God and the sah-:ition of souls. 

List of pastors scning the Hightstown ll. E. Church fro1n 186o 
to present dnte: 

ISA.AC \Vl:NNRR. 186o-1. HENll\" ?,1. Baow::ir. 1862. 
SAlltllU."E. POST. 1:-:63-4-5- PHll.11' Cl.lSE. 1866-;. 
GUOllGE Hu<mns, 1S6S-9. JOH-~ s. Pmu.PS, 1870-1-::i. 
Wtl,1.IA:ll \V,\LTO!lr, !Si3•4,. JJtFl'EllSON l.E\VIS, 1875-6, 
J. L. ROE, 1Sr,•S. C\L\"IX C. EASTI.AC:X, 1Si9. 
w. s. McCoWA!lr, 18So-1-2. Roruu<T J. ANDRJtWS, 1883-.c, 
Josf:PII H. i.\lICKI.E, 1885-6 7. Wy. PrTTa,:GER. 1SS!t. 
I,. 0 lIA!\'CHESTEK, 18Sg-go-1. \V, S. B,\R."1All'l', 1S92•J·4• 
J. r •. HO\\'AKD, the pTe!lellt pastor, t895. 

Since writing the nbo,·e, Rev. Jo.11eph H. liickte, who in· the 
Spring of 18g6 settled in Freehold, N. J. (his new field of labor), 
has pa.qed from this life into "that beautiful home, where ever­
lnsting Spring abides nnd uever-withering fto\\·ers." . He was an 
able, faithful nnd belo,·ed minister of Jei;us Cbril't •.. 

Zealou.r; for the glory of God, fen·ent and acth·e in the dis­
charge or all pnblic and private d11tie!I, the labors of a i1l1ort life 
hn,•e ended in a lnr1,re rewnrd. · · 

u:sn·•m.o;;ALIS1.' llKUltC.:H. 

T11en: i11 evidence that the disti11ctive doctrine of the U11h-er-
11alist Church wa11 somewhat prevalent in Hight,;to"'ll at least n 
hnlf-century prior to the org:111ixntiu11 of the lac1l pnri11h. Su fnr 
n.'I is known to the writer, the enrlie11t e\•idenc:e of it11 existence in 
thi11 vicinit)· wn11 in the year 1788. 

In .the list of su~-ribers, for the :,.·ear 1793, tu the Free U11i­
. versa/ 11/ag-a::i11c, a Uni\·ersnlist periodical, there appear tlu: 11n111e11 

.of Capt. Wiltiam Bnrto11, of II Hidestow11," and Dnniet Jones, uf 
Mic!dlcsex. The D:miet Jones referre<t .to wn11 doubtle!ll! D:111iel 
Jobnes, of Hightstown. Tile mii;."pelling of the na1ne i.,; probably 
clue to a printer's error. 

There ill mil in existence n curious and interesting relic of the 
enrly dny11 of U11iver11.."11i11u1 in Hight'lto\\11. it i11 a cop~· of Sici.:-­
·volk's II E\•erlasting Gu.-1pel" (I•bilnllelpbin, 1807 ), in which are 
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two autogTllpbs or Dauiel Jobnes, who was tbe original owner of 
the book, written in a bold, clear hand with his own blood. One 
or tbese autographs is dated l\Iay 20, 1813, tbe otl1er 1819, l\:Ir. 
Johne." being at the latter date in the se,.•enty-eightb year or his 
nge. Nu1uerous marginal references and comments throughout 
tlie volume clearly attest to tbe intensity of his belier in tbe ,loc­
trine of universal sah-ation. l\Ir. Johnes was the earlic.~ a,•owed 
Universalist in Higbtstown of who.~ effort" to ad,·ance the cau.~ 
there is any definite record, and to him, undoubtedly, as the fottn• 
tain-head, ma:r be traced the local stream of Uni,..ersalism, wbich, 
though never large, bas increased steadily in volume anci influ­
ence to"the present day. So enthusiastic a belie,rer could not fail 
to influence otbers who came iu contact ,vit11 him, and in due time 
several of his neighbors became zealous defenders and exponents 
of the same doctrine. 

Among. these converts was Richard Norton, a Friend, whose 
large mental powers, pure Christian character and manly courage 
well fitted him to become a prominent representative or tbe new 
and unpopular movement. Daniel Norton, a yot1nger brother of 
Richard Norton, who is still lMng at the advanced age or eighty­
four years, al"O became a Universalist in early life. 

The Universalist sentiment gradually •spread· tbroughot1t the 
neighborbood, but it was n'ot until 1830 that the little band of 
believers was accorded the privilege or listening to. a ministe:r of 
their own faith. The first sennon was preache<l by n Rev. Mr. 
Hawley, at the hou.~ or Col. Samuel C. Jobnes, in the early part 
of August. of the year above mentioned. Fro111 that time until 
1835, occ:a.'liot1al services were held in private homes nncl the open 
fields by such preachers as could be obtained, a111011g tbem being 
Revs, T. J. Sawyer, S. W. Fllller, T. Fiske (editor or the GosjJt/ 
Herald), C. F. Le Fevre, Abel C. Thon1as, and olbers lCll.'I promi• 
nent in the annals or the denomination. A n1eeting or the Phila­
delphia Association or Universalists was held in Hightstown, 
October 3 and 4, 1832. In 1834 the Baptists, wishing to erect 
a larger building, sold" their church, whicb !10011 pas.'led into the 
bands or tl1e Universalist'I and was fitted up b>· tbem for their own 
use. Rev. C. F. Le Fevre preached the rededication sern1on 
August 10, ~835. Rev. J. ~. Gihon was the first settled pastor 
of tbe society, beginning his labors February 7, 1838, and clos­
ing them in the latter part of 1839. It WRII during lli11 ndminis-
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bution (April 6, 1839) tl1at the parish ,w.,; regularly organized. 
Follo\\ing Mr. Gihon's depnrtt1re, the pari.'lh had tl1e usual chan­
ges of pastors, numbering an1ong it'I ministers se,rernl whose 
names are well-known to nearly all Universnlisto;. Abel C. 
Thoma.,;, whose pastorate began in April, 1863, :md closed in the 
early part of 1865, came to Higl1t.'ltown for the benefit of hi.11 health. 
His 11enices were freely gi,•en, witho11t pecuniary remuneration. 
In 1867, L'l:lac Pullen, who had been a member of the society 
man)· years, died, leaving a bequest of oi,e thoui1a11d dollars as the 
m1cle1111 of a fund for the erection of a new church. The gift wa.,; 
accepted, and in 1869 the old building was tom dow11 and the lay­
ing of the comer-stone of a new edifice occurred soo11 after. Thi.,; 
latter temple of worship, which is of brick and cost 11early thirteen 
tho1uw.nd dolllll"li, was designed by James Norton.· The largest 
indi,-:idunl subscription to the building fund Willi one thousand 
dollars, gi\•en by Joh11 C. Ward. The dedication took place Feb­
rur.ry 21, 1871. Re,·. E. H. Chapin, D.D., the 11oted pulpit 
orator., preached the dedicatory sermon, and Rev. A. C. Thoma.,; 
a11."1isted i11 the !ler\ice. P. T. Bnn1um and Horace Greeley. both· 
of whom had a.'i!listed in raisi11g funds for the church, were pres­
ent. At about the san1e time a seminary building, afterward 
ren10<leled into the present parsonage, was erected at a cost of 
twelve hu11clred dollars. The limits of this sketch v.·ill not allow 
oth~ than a verr brief mentio11 of the work which l1as been done 
during the twenty-four years which have elapsed since 1871. 

Rev. E. Hathawa>• took pa.,;toral charge of tl1e society J1111e 
21, 1871, and remained with the parish until February, 18;6. 
In 188; a 11mall piece of land at the rear of the church wa.,; pur­
chn.,;ed, a11tl an addition to the main a11ditori11111, tle.11ignl."<l to 
accomn1odate a. new pipe organ, was placecl thereon. The new 
organ was opeiled January, 1888. The entire cost for organ, land, 
etc., was twenty-five hu11dred dollars. . 

Rev. Edward G. Mason, tlte present very con1pete11t pastor, 
was called in J1111e, 1894, and began his pastorate 011 the 1st of 
Jul>• following. His labors have been nbundan~y ble:si!etl. Dur­
ing tlte months of August a11d September, 1894, the interior of 
the church was altered and improved at a cost of one thotl!lllnd 
<lollam. The edifice wa.'I reconsecrated October 17, 1894, Re,·. 
E. C. Sweetser, D.D., of Philaclelphia, preacliing ihe dedicatory 
liei'mon. The service was held in ~11ectio11 with the semi-
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ccmtenninl ~'11.'lion of the New Jenle)· Co11,-ention, which 1net at 
Hightstown October 1;, 18 11nd 19. Until 186; there was merely 
a. parish organization. January 18 of that yea.r a church of 
twenty-three men1be~ w:u; orgnnized, and at the end of the year 
the 1nember1dtip hacl increased to thirty-three. The present 1111:111-
hen;hip is one hnndred and six. 

or the 11ubordinate bmnc:hes of church work, the sunday-school 
wa11 instituted in 1840. One of the superintendents, l\Ir. Edward 
C. Tnylor, held that position c:ontim1ously from 1868 to 1882, thus 
making for himself the remarkable record of eighteen years c:on­
tinuoni1 11en➔ce. He \\'11.'I intensely de,·oted to the work, and 
freely ga,·e to it his energy, time and means, reaping hi'I re\\11rd 
in the 1111cccs.,; which attended hi11 self-sacrificing efforto;. Mr. 
Cha.rles C. Blauvelt, the present eflicie11t superintendent; took 
clinrgc i11 1883. His adminii1tration has been especially marked 
by the large number of scholars who ho,•e ta.ken upon themseh·es 
the obligations of church membership. An independent society of 
Christion Endea,-or was organized in 1888, but on December 9, 
1894, it became a branch of the Y. P. C. U. of the Unh·en;nlist 
Cl111rch, dropping ito; Conner name. A Junior Y. P. C. U. wn.o; 
funned At>ril 26, 1895. ' 

Altbougb never large in numbers, the Unh•er.llllist Church ha.,; 
met \\,jth a ·go.od degree of prosperity. It now has a property 
,·alued ot nineteen thousand dolla.rs, upon which 'there a.re no 
incumbrances, aml is stronger numerically than e,·er before. 
There are alway11 to be found on its membership rolls the names of 
men and women or high 11tm1ding and large influence in the c:om­
nnmity. Though located in a. section of the country where orgnu­
i7.ecl Unh•ersalism i11 ,·ery weak, and tllercfore i110lntecl from llu: 
large centres of denominational activity, the Highto;town Clmrch 
ha11 kept in close touch with the general body, aclhering firmly to 
the fundamental cloctrines of the denomination, aml contributing 
"loyally to all mi11sionary cuterpri!le!I, both home and forei~1. One 
of the members, l:lis.11 Mary Norton, wnsverynctiveand sm:cessful 
in the canva!l.'I for f11nd11 with which to b11ilcl the Potter l\Iemoriul 
Clmrd1 a.t Good Luck, N. J. At several !lessions of the geneml 
c:on,·ention members of the pari11h ha,•e, a.,; lar delegate.,;, repre­
sentccl the State organb:ation, 

The church wn11 ne,·er in better c:omlition than at t>restnt, 11nd 
the outlook for a useful and prosperous future is 1110.,;t e11c:ourag-
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ing. The following is a. tt,.;t of the pastor:; since tbe cleclicntion of 
the new church in 1871, together \\ith the dates or tl1eir rei.-pecth·e 
pa11torntes: Re,•. E. Hathaway, J110e 25, 1871,-Februmy, 1876: 
S. P. Smith, June 4, 1876,-Autumn or 18;8: 0. L. Ashenfelter, 
1S;S-8eptember, 1880; \V. E. Copeland, llny, 1881,-July, 18S3 
ltl1e date of his death); F. W. Bailey, llny 1, 18R4,-No\·ember 
14, 1885; E. llorri.o;, November, 1885,-.\pril, 1891 : J. H. Amiei1. 
April, 1S91,-liarch 1, 1893; J. :\I. Bartl1olomew, September, 
1893,-Febn1111")", 1894; E. G. llason, Jul)· u;t, 1894. The la."t 
muned efficient pastor ill still in charge. A ,-ery interei;ting chap• 
ter on " Universalism in Hight-1town, •· in Re,·. Abel C. Thoma."' 
book, Cc11llt1:J' of U11iv,:rsalis111 (Philnclelphia, 18;2), gh•e; a com­
plete list of tbe pnstors of the church prior to 1871. 
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I>IAGitAl\l OF HIOHTSTOWX IN 18:JO (Borongla Lhnlt11), 



31 

DtAtlRA)l OF HICHTIITO\\"N I:): 1S.30 (RnRot·m1 1.urm1). 

Nrjert11rts • 

• -l-Re11idence of Rev. J. Seger: the home nf Mr. Wm. T. Smack 
now stands nn the plot. 

R-Dwelling-house 11nd store, combined, af Robert 1"1mly. where 
the residence of llrs. Abi~il Smith is now locat~l. 

C."-H01m: of l>r. F.noch Wilson, The 11nme ho1111e (remacleled) i11 nt 
thi11 <lnte oc:c:npie<l hy :\Ir. John Clevenger. 

/J-Re11i<lenc:e of i.\lr. F.zekiel \Vil11on, 1111w owneil by Mr. A,1,lis,m 
Chnmberlin. 

li."-II01111e owned b)' i.\lr. 10:zekiel Wi111on. 1'he hanu~ uf llr. A. J. 
Ai.l1tnn now 11t.·md11 on the plot. 

/•"-House owned and occupied by Mr. Dn,•id Stult11: now occ11pied 
by llessrs. John Connrd and Mount Storer. 

G-Smnll house owned by llr. Aaron Cowanl : located where the 
residence of I>r. C. J. Haznrd now slllnd11. 

H-House owned by Robert Purdy, where the house now ownetl by 
)Ir. Wm. •r. Smock, nnd oc:c:upied by Mr. Wn1. Stewart. 11t.'lnd11. 

/-Smnll ho1111e lac:nted where the re11ide11c:e of l\lr. Wm. D. \\'ear 
11tan,ls. 

/-Smnll hou11e owned by Robert Punl)"· The home of llr. Ricbnrd 
:s'ortnn is now on .the. 11pot. 

,\"-Hotel kept by Isaac Britton, where the ,ln1g11tore of Mr. D. H. 
C1mni11ghnm is nt thiK date locut1.-.:1. 

/.-Jlotel (011 the present site). 
,II-Hotel kept by David Perrine. lt is naw oc:c:upied by Mr. J. n. 

Sheible. 
N-I-louse owned by Mr. Rosteen Walton, where the house now 

ac:<:11pied by llr. Hart Bodine stands. 
0-Small h01111e occupied by llr: Wm. Colter, pro11rietor of the full­

ing mill 111ear tbe grist mill, then kept by Re,lfonl Job), near the 
haui.e now occupied by )Ir. J, We11t. 
. /l-01<1 Hnptist Chureb, where the olil brick c:hn11el 11t1uul11. 

Q-House (birthplace of Mrs. T. C. 1•earee) on the present 11ite of 
tlie Baptist Church. 

R-Store or l\lr. R. l\l. Smith. 
S-Blncksmith shop kept by Abmlmm \"oorhee11. l'rt-11ent site ol 

Dawes' Hall. 

.. <IIClllll-------41111: · 
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LOCOllOTIVI~ "JOH.~ BULL" AND TILUS'. 

There appeared a remarkable pamphlet in the year 1812, written 
b,· a remarknble 1111111, to whose fore11ight, coupled with the geniu!I 
of hi.,; !1011!1, the Stnte of ::S-ew Jersey owes much of it.'I greatncs.-i­
Colonel John Ste,·ens, of Hoboken, 1111d hill sons, Robert, Echdn 
and Jolm, the projectors and constnictors of the Camdeu and 
Ambo:r Railroad. Few men have left such a record of usefulne:;s 
as is in!lttibecl benenth the medallion portmit of John Ste\•en!I, 
wl1icl1 hangs in the Section· or Transportation aml Engineering in 
the United Stale. National Mu!leum at Wa.'lhington, which rend11 
a.,; follows: 

"Jolm Ste,·ens, of Hoboken, New Jel'l!ey. Boni in New York, 
or English lineage, 1749; died in Hoboken, N. J., l\farch 6th, 
1838. Graduate or King's College (now Columbia), A . .M. 1768: 
aclmittecl to the New York bar 1771; Treasurer of New Jersey 
during the active periocl of the Re\'Olutionaty Wnr, and in the 
st1cceeding sixty years re.c;ided in New York and on his estnte i:i 
Hoboken. 

•' 'l'hro\lgho\lt this long period he labored co11tinuo11.'lly for the 
introd\lction and applicntion or steam to navigation ancl to railroad 
locomotion. It wns on his petition that the ·patent law of April 
10th, r;go-tbe foundation of the Americnn patent lnw-wn.'I 
framed. In r 792 be took out patents for propelling vessels by 
sten111-p11111ps, modifiecl rrom tbe original steam-pumps of Savary 
(Gorden's Gazette ofN. J., 1834). He mnde the first practical 
application of steam to the screw propeller in 1804 ; he patented 
tl1e 111\llti-tubular boiler in the United State.,; in 1803 ; in England, 
1805; establisbed the first steam ferry in the worlcl, between New 
York a11Cl Hoboken, October 11th, 1811, with.tbe 'Juliana.' 
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"In 1812 he addre;.o;ed a memoir to the New York Stnte Com­

miSh;on, urging the immediate construction of a railrond. At the 
tlale of this memoir, although railroad.,; for carrying coal had been 
jn use in England for l1pward.11 of two hundred yenn;, Un:re was 
not a 11tean1 locomotive or pas.<1enger car in \L'le in the world. 

"In 1826, in the seventy-eighth year of his age, to gh·e au 
ocular clcmonstration, he built the first locom.oti,·e tl1at rnn 011 a 
railroad in America. It had 11 multi-tub\tlar boiler, and carried 
half a dozen people 11t 11 speed of over t\velve miles an ho11r." 

•rmty 11 wonderful record or the life work of one 1111111. 

The first regulations adopted reganling the location or wagon 
roads wn.,; in 1675, by the council, whose ftmctim111 were 11imilar to 
lo the present New Jerse)' Sen11te. In 1682 ( the yt.-ar Philadel­
phia \\'11.'i settled) n,-o roads were openetl 11cros.,; the State accord­
ing to l11w--one or which is known as the "Old York Road"­
which afterward became mutes between New York :11111 Phila­
clelphia. 

The first meeting of citizens interested in a rnilroa<l constn1c­
tion from Camden lo South Ambo)·, wn.,; held January 14th, 1R2S, 
in tl1e Old Court-Hott11e at Mo\mt Holly. D11ring 1828 nn<l 1829, 
meeling11 were held at Burlington, Bordentown, l>rinceton, Tren­
ton and other portions of the State, in fa,·or of the mo,·ement. 

The meeting or the stockholders at which the first orgnni:r.ation 
of the Camden and Amboy Railroad was effected, wn11 helcl at the 
relliclence of Isaiah To)•, Camden, N. J., April 28th, 1"830. The 
following pen;on11 were cl10!1en the fir11t officel'll aml directon; of the 
company : Robert L. Steve1111, of Hoboken, Prei;ident : Hllwin A. 
Ste,•ens, of Hoboken, Tretumrer; Jeremiah H. Sloan, or Camden, 
Secretary, together \\;ti, Abraham Brown, of :\[l)lmt Holly, 
William McKnight, of Bordentown, William I. Walo;on, of Phila­
delt>hia, Benjamin Fisk, of Trenton, were ch011en Uircctors. 
Robert L. Steven11 was also appointed Chief Engineer. 

The e11rly ,mn·eys or the Camden :md Amboy Railroad Com­
pany were made under the direction of :Major John Wili&on. Tiu?)" 
v.-ere begun in the S]>ring of 1830 and complele<l on October 2cl of 
that year. Robert L. Stevens 11niled for Englaml in October, 
1830, with instructions to order a locomotive nnd rnils for said 
roatl. The 11.,;e or nil-iron mils wu11 ad\"ocntetl in prefen:nC\! to 
those mncle or \\-ood, then in u..;e on n 11!1ort American railroad. 
Tbe first shipment of rails, ha,-ing arrh•ecl in America, was tram;-
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1,orte<l to Borclentown, wl1ere the fin;t piece of track wa.-; lnicl. A 
momnmmt m11rk.-; the .-;pot, bearing the following in.-;cription : 

"Fin;t movement by steam on a milrond in the State or Xe\\· Jerse,·. 
No,·. utb, dl31. Bytheoriginal loccnnoth·e 'John Bull: now depo.~­
itNl in the truitet:1 St.'ltes National l\Im1em11 at Washington. The first 
piece of milmnd tmck in Yew Jen;ey was lnid by the Comden and 
Amboy Rnilm:ul Company between this point nml the stone, thirly-fi,·e 
lnmdrttl ret:t 1:1u1twnril, in 183 ,:· 

The l:mmlen and Amboy Company lnicl ilo; fil'!lt track upon 
!ltone block!! two feet square nncl ten to thirteen inches cleep. 
The!le blnck:1 were purchased rrom the pri110n nt1tliorities at Sing 
Sing, N. V. The original "Jolm Bull" nrrivecl in Philndelphi:1 
from I.h·erpuol, Auguiot, 1831, where it wni1 tran!lferred to Bor­
dentown. 1'he engine weighecl about ten ton!I. The boiler ,vns 
thirteen feet long nml three feet !lix inche11 in clinmeter. The 
C\'limlel'!I were nine inche!I by twei1t,· inche:1. There were four 
clri,·ing-wheel!I. four feet i.ix inche!I in diameter, made with c~t 
iron hub.-; nml wooden (locust) spukes ni1d felloes. A.-; no tender 
came with the locomoth·e, one wn.,; impro,i!le<I from n four-wheel 
flat-car tlmt bud. heen u~d on com1tmction work. Thii1 wn.-1 
!10011 equip1>ed to carry water nml wood. The wnter-tnnk 
coni1ii1ted of n large whiskey cask, which wall procured from 
a Bordentown storekeeper, and this wa.<1 securelr f1u1tened on the 
center of the four-wheelecl car. A hole was bored up through the 
cnr into the 1.mrrel, and into it a piece of two-inch tin pipe wn.-; 
fitted, pmj1.-cting below the plntfonn of the car. 

Four .-;ections of hose, each two feet long, made of 11hoe leather. 
were attached to th~ pi-pes, fa.,;tei1ed by bands of waxen thread. 
The t'ntik wni1 fillecl with water, n supply of woocl for fuel wn:1 ob­
tninecl, nml engine nml tender were ready for work. 

FIUST CAlCS. 

Two concht::1, built so that they might be drnwn by l1orses, 
were ntt.'lchecl to the locomoth•e. These coaches were of the Eng­
lish pntten1. Tl11:y had four wheeli1 and resembled three c:nrringe 
bodie.-; joined together, with seal'I in each facing ench otber. 
There were three <loon; at each i,;ide, Tbe.-;e t'al'II ~,·ere made by a 
Hoboken firm of carriage ma11ufncl\1rers, nml were thought to be 
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,·ery hnnd.'iOme. The roocl from Bordento\\11 to HigbL,;town wa.,; 
completecl by September, 1832, aml from HighL'lto\\11 to South 
A111boy the December follo\\ing. 

The first cnl'!I were put 011 the Camden and Amboy Railrcmd 
September 19th, 1832. The)· were dra\\11 by two hoflll!!I, They 
took the director.I aml 11 few friends fro111 Bordento\\'11 to Hights• 
town and hnck. On December 1;th, 1832, the fin;tpa.11Sengen1were 
taken fro111 Borclento\\11 through to South Amboy, mnnbering nbout 
fifty pen;om1. It wa.'I a rniny dny. The fir11t freight cnrs were 
put on tbe milroml Jaminrr 24tb, 1833. Tbere were tl1reecnrs, 
clrnwn by one bon;e each, \\ith llix or 11e,·en thousand pound.,; of 
fn.'ight on each car: freight cnme from New York by stenmboat 
to South Amboy. Benj11111in Fillh drove the first car, Jolm 
Twine dro\'e the !ICC011<l car, and Edmuml P11ge the third one. 
They went to the Sand Hillll (near Borclent0\\11) by rnilroad, 
tbere l011ded the goods on w11gons (it wa.i; Winter and the rh·er 
wnll rroxen qver), nrri,ing in Philadelpbia by Atmrise next mom­
ing. The goodll left New York 11t 12 o'clock, noon. Thill wa.,; 
done hy the old fim1 of Fish, Hill & Abbe. Immediately after, 
the rond from Bordentown to South Amboy wn.'I completed, nml 
n11 lnte a.,; the S11111111er or 1833, pa.'l.-1engers rro111 Philndelphin were 
brought by steambo11t to the wharf at White Hill, and from there 
were mpidly clri,·en to Ambo)•. To each car were llitched two 
l1ori1es, and 11.'I they were dri,•en on tbe mn continuo11.'lly, tlm~e 
changes of horses were rcquirecl. The fine11t l1or11e.'I obtninnble 
were purcha!le<l. In cros.-1i11g tl1e St.'\te l tbirty-fo11r 111iles l, the 
time consumecl wall. from two to three hours. 

Enrly in September, 1833, the locomoth·e "John B1111" was 
put to the traiu, le11\'ing Bordentown about 7 o'clock in the moni­
ing 111111 len,ing South Amboy, for the ret11ni trip, at 4 P. :\I. 
I1;nac Dripps acted n.'I engineer, Be11ja111in Higgins ns fireman, an<l 
R. L. Ste,•ens a!I conductor. This was the fir11t pai;.o;enger trnin 
regularly nm by 11team 011 the ro11te between New York and 
P)lilaclelphia. 

A llmall clepnt, with two co1wenient waiting-rooms, stood on 
the pre11ent site. This b11ilcling wall erectecl in the yt.'llr 1;S5 uy 
George Bergen, or "Barrigan," ns then called, and occupiecl by 
him for abo11t thirt)· )'ears a.,; 11 dwelling-hou.i;e, Benjamin Reed 
lm<l it for a barnell!l-making e11tablisl1111e11t : T. Penrce kept lltore 
ill the room next to tbe railroad. C. I. Coward kept store in the 
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shoemaking line. A scl1oulmaster and hi.-. "ire at one time domi­
ciled in the we;t end or the building. Abraham Eldrige kept a 
bnkery, and then Cha.'i. Tindall and Jacob Tash. Bayard Tay­
lor, in his "Views A-Foot," mentions procuring rootl at this 
bakery (Elclregi's). Andrew Jolm:;on, at one time, hacl a tailor 
sl1op there. The present clepot wns en.-cted in 186;. 

The railroad, as originnll:r co1111tructed, conld.o;ted or a single• 
track railway from Camden to South Amboy-sixty-one miles. 
The first woman who ro<le 011 a train h11t1led by a steam locomo­
th-e in the State I which was snicl tmin ), was lfadnme linrat, wire 
or Prince liurnt, 11 nephew or Napoleon Bonaparte, who was then 
lh,jng in Bordentown. 

lllUHTSTOWX IX 18:J4. 

Thi11 is 11 pencil sket.:-11 or the eastem side or lloin street in 
183,J, mncle by l-Irs. Eli1.a P. llcChesney, "ire or the late Dr. 
Charlei- G. l-IcChei-ney, ex-Secret.'ll')· or the St.'lte or :New Jersey. 
It wn.-. {u11ncl among her effcc:L-. after her d«Fn.-.c. Xu. J i11 the 
11tore or the late R. :\I. Smith. No. 2 is the re11itlence or Mrs. 
~.lcChesney-propert)· or Dr. Enoch Wilson (grandfather or the 
late Fonnan Job). Both or these building11 were destTOyed h)· 
fire in 1838. No. 3 is the hotel then kept by Da,,jcl Perrine, the 
gmndfnther of H. ll. Perrine. No. .J is the " Aunty Purdy " 
ho11.-.e, where she sold " home-made" cakes, candies aml root• 
beer. No, 5 is the Andrew Segar hou.'ie, next to which, No. 6, 
was l1is tim1hop, which afterward became 11 residence. No. ; is 
the rulling-mill, which adjoined the grist-mill, the roor or which 
cnn be seen in the rear. Xo 8 is the miller's hot111e. The resi­
tlence at the mill wa!i h.'\ck or tl1e mill, in ract, the hot1!!e where 
R. :\1. Xorton now resitles. 

THI:: PlllS'r l~lltR-'F..NGl'NE~ 

In the )'e:ir 1835, :\lr. Benjamin Reecl, an interci;ted citi1.en or 
Hight-.town, procurecl nt his own expense rrom 1>ri11ceto11 a small 
band-engine (bought in l'hilaclelphia), in excl1ange ror a mule. 
B11t the ulcl engine, thnt hnd sen·e<l it,; time, wai4 fotmd to be of 
little u11e. 
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In 111:;1, !le\"er:d young men or the town, renli1r.ing the need or 
fire protection, orgnni7.ed them.'IClves i11to n fire compnny. The 
old band-engine w1u1 ugniu brot1ght out For trial, but the nncient 
apparat1111 refn.o;ec:l Further ser\'k"C. 

The 11ewly-orgnnizcd ru111pm1y, headed by a fife :mcl clrum 
corp11, e;corted the ol,l engine throngh the principal stl'\.-etll or the 
town, nfter which n hnlt wn11 made nml 1111 intel't!!lting i;peech 
delh-ered by llr. Wm. Sterling Yard, iibowing the nece!l!lity of a 
new fire-engine. 

'l'lu: following were i;ome of the clmrler nu:mheri; uf the fire 
l'IIIIIJ>nny: M1:11.o;rN. Wm. S. Ynrd, Chas. H. Stulto;, A. J. Smith. 
Wm. Smith, Jnnte11 Fon11a11, Joi;eph Bla1n-elt. John :\1. Johm;on. 
Jonathan Smith, Geo. Van ~Inrter, T. Segar. Story Reed, Chns. 
:\I. Giben;on, Wm. Pearce . 
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PCBLIC SCHOOL, 
The pttblic school btdlcling, that had served its generation, 

stood not Far From the present residence of Re,·. E. G. Mason. 
Like ·m011t schools· or that time, it w1111 a II part pny '' school. 
Public fonds or II Free utoney" (11.<1 it was then called) were ,•ari­
ott!ily appropriated for the benefit or the pupils, keeping the !!Chool 
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open for all : or in mnny cn."Cll it being 1>roportio11c:d to the ~w:ml 
tenns. Anotl1er school-house was i.itunted near the present rei.i­
clence or :\lr11. A. F. Job, then called Bt1u.nrd.,;' Con1er. ThiK 
~hool \\"ll.'4 taugl1t by Dr. Wil'IC>n for n long time. 

The olti school-hot1se which stood on the prei;ent i.ite wa.,; built 
by Robert Embly. .'\n old subHCriptio11 li11t, dnted llnrch 8th, 
1S.p, is e,,iclence tl1at about this dnte the building (which was 
remo,•ed in the Summer of 1894) wa.,; cn.'Cted. The lot wn.,; 
donated b:r tl1e late J.C. Ward. The ~l1ool-hot1i;e was a two­
story frame house, \\ith one room 011 each floor. In tl1e year 
1842 Peter Bilyeu, br pttblic 11ubscriptio11, donated the large hell 
which hung in it,; tower. ·It,; first principal wa..,; 0. K. Willis. In 
1849 ?-Ir. Cannichael wa.,; principal. \\'. W. Swt.'lt entc:rc:d n.,; 
principal December, 1856, remaining for i;c,•ernl year.;. The 
higher clepartment enrolled, cluring the tenn ending l-Iarch r 1th, 
1857,.fifty-one pupils, mostly boys, some ·or whom were: J. W. 
B.-irly, Howard Ashton, Elwood Silvers, R. :\I. J. Smith, Henry 
J. Ely, G. W. Conover, Jolm Ford, Luther GrO\·e!l, Asher Ap1,le­
gnte, G. W. Ii:ldrige, R. :\I. Early, W. 0. Ogboni, J. R. Shan­
gle, C. C. llc:\lichael, Cyrus Tindall, Alexancler Pullen, T. :\1. 
Scroggy, C. ?.I. Allen, G. Y. Wood, Charle!! Smock. 

In the year 1859 wings were added to the b1tilcli11g. The 
higher department thereafter occupied the one large upper room 
and the primary was divided, the two dhision!I occupying tl1e 
lower rooms. In 1867 Benjamin Yocwn was principal ancl lii11.c; 
l\Iary F. 'Wood entered as teacl1er in the intennecliate department. 
Some of the other principals were l\Ies.,;ri;, Sturte,·nnt, McNenl, 
Cone, Cothrein, ·K.ellle)•, l\forb"lln, Barker, Bate11, \Vyckolf, San­
ford, and Inter W.W. Swett was again principal for several yc:ar11. 
The follo\\ing are !10111c of the person11 who taught in the interme­
cliate department of the old building: Mi11..,;eK Annie .Mi111.-r, Ella 
J. Pullen, I.ydie Lawrence, Sadie A. I•embrook, :Mattie l\I. llar­
tin, Ht."len D. Grover, Sam Shinn, Cora Harden, S.-imh Hartlen, 
E.o;tella Fryer, Lizzie D. Pembrook, Mnggie Donnel. In 1889 the 
grncluating 11ystem wa11 introdm:ccl by Principal Theodore Green. 
In the Spring of 1894 money \\'D!I nppropriatecl for a new school 
building. The con1er-11tone wns lnid August 3cl, 1894, 11ncl it 
wns completed December, 1894, and occupied b)'. the pupils Janu­
ary 7th, 1895. The building, wllich is built of brick and stone, is 
72 x 50 feet. 'l'here are eight scl1ool-roo11111, each 27 x 23 ; also 
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libf!Lcy, principal'11 office, laboratory nnd committee room, each 
11 x 12, all heated by 11tenm. The old bell i11 in the tower. The 
pre.-ient instructor.; are : Theodore Green, principal : Mi~es Helen 
D. Gro\•er, Carrie McCurcly, Acta \'. Hutchini;on, L:mm C."lmp 
and l·[nmie Bre!ls11ahan1. The present Board of Education are : 
Dr. G. H. Franklin, Pres.: Dr. J. P. Johnson, Sec.: llc!i!!rs. 
Chnrle11 1'eeler, W. F. Lott. E. E. Anderi;on, Henry AJ>plegate, 
C. H. D:wi~n. \V. P. Fommn and Ezekiel Gorclt:n. 

AN OLn STOUE. 
Since the era of the iron-l1orse the n1erc:hant11 of the ,illnge have 

bec.·n i;o numerous am\ 110 constantly coming and going a.,; to defy 
~mnnemtion. An olcl Day Book, dntetl July 1. 18,p, 11hows that 
T. H. D. Appleget kept a 11tore at i;..,icl elate. So1111: or hi11 stock 
110ld at the following J>ric:es : Calicoes, 25 aml 31 ct,;. per yd.; 
Bro."ldcloth. $4.25 per yd:: Coffeei;, 12}~. 13 and 14c. per lb.; 
Ten, Si per lb.: Sugar, 9 and 1oc. per lb.: Butter, 34c. tier lb.: 
l\h111lin, 10 nncl 12},6c. per yd.: Eggs, 5c. per doz.: Palm Hats, 
25 and 31c. each: Potatoe;, ;5c. per b11.,;h.: Wheat Flour, St per 
}.( : Boot11, $5 per pair: Ca.'!bimere, $2. 18, 2.25 and $2.80 per yd. 

The following were 110me of the pntro1111 or thi11 11tore : Dr. C. C. 
Blatl\"elt, Hiram Pullen, J. J. Ely, James Allen, Benjamin lfar­
latt, Benjamin Reicl, Jo11es Ogbon1, Anthony Applegnte, Lewis 
Riggs, Adam Smith, Peter Wilso11, Abraham Voorhees, Gabriel 
Allen, Isaiah Rogers, Randolph Dye, Luke Scl1enck, Daniel 
Brown, Benjnmi11 llount, Solomon Dye, Aaron Hutcllim1011, John 
Cannan, Ja11per Smith, Clark Sih·ers, Rnleph Dye, l11rael C. 
Pearce, Dr. McChesne)', Mr. :\Illlfrecl. 

EPl8COPAL CHCRCH. 
In the year 184,;, the Rev. \Vm. Passmore, then rector of Christ· 

Cll\1rcl1, Allentown, N. J., wa.11 appointed mis!lionary to Hight,i­
town, nm\ h~ld Episcopal 11enices in a room o,·er n workshop. 
His effort'! were quite succes.,;ful until his health f."lilecl, ancl the 

·work was abanclonecl. 
Among the 1::hilclre11 bapti7.ed here by him wa.o; Wm. Darter, 

now Re\·. \Vm. narter, D.D., of -- --, \Vi11C011si11 1 a clergy­
man or great u11eru111ess. l11 the year 185S, Re\·. Dr. Foggo, or 
Allentown, officiatecl 011 altem11te S11nd11)· nften10011s, creating 
nmch interest in the clnm:h, a11d organizing Trinit)· Parish. His 
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liioor~ were interru11ted b)· n cntl to Chrii;t Cburcl1, Philndelphia, 
or which he bemme rector. I11 1S6o, Rev. Thomn.,; L:rle. rector 
or St. Peter':; Church. Spott,;wood, n.,;sumed chnrge, but he also 
wn.,; called to nnother field. Re,·. Wilbur F. Nield11, or St. Peter'11, 
Freehol1l, N. J., 11m:ceedl!<l him, but clenth cl011ed a career or gre:it 

prolllL,q!. 
Re\·. Jo.o;epb Smith, or Brooklyn, came for a 11l1ort period. nnd 

Re\•, F. M. Bird, rector of St. Peter's, Spottswood, held week 
nigbt i;enice.,;, ,vhich were well attended. In the yenr 1874 a 
mb.,,;t:mtinl brick building, known a." Centml Bank, . was pur­
chn.o.;ecl and neatl:r amt appropriately fitted up m; Trinity Cbapel, 
where the co11gregatio11 l!till wol'llhip11, nnd where it has l1ad s11c­
cei;i;h•elr (though with long inten·aL" or dolled doors) the mini11-
trntion.,; of· Re\', '-1. Bolmar, Re\'. F. M. Bird, Re,.•. Dr. Clerc, 
Re,·. liortimE>r H,·de, Re,·. J.B. Tre,-ett nnd Re,,•. H. L. Pbillip11, 
the pre,;ent ,·ery able minister in char~re. A.,; fay readers, Mei.srs. 
Betmingtnn Gill, W. Howell and Professor Bttdlong rendered effi­
cient :;en-ice, :md Ret'. Dr. Baker, or Princeton, ~-inced pmctical 
i11tereirt in the mi11.,;ion, not only b~• officinting himself. but in 
llemling lny rende~ Bisho1> Odenheimer made i;e,"CTIII ,i!litntions 
at Highto;t11\\11, ndmi11i11teri11g the right or confirmntion : nml hi11 
suc:ce,.ll()r, Bisholl Scarborough, hn11 been n fim1 rricmcl of the 
mi11.,;io11, nl\\'U)'ll in his ,isitatiom1 upltolding and encouraging the 
little ba.nd or church people in dnrkest houl'll or <lepre!l.,;io11. The 
New Bnmswick Co1n-ocntio11 hu gi,·en generous financial aid nnd 
110 deht re11t11 ttpon the bnilding. or the ramilie,; who hn,·e been 
reprellented in the clmrch n.,; membel'll nnd Sllpporters, all cmmot 
be recalled, hut the follo,,ing mny be named : !\Iorri110n, Sc:atter­
g001l, Swett. Schenck, Howell, Smith, Hn1.ard, Johnes, Da,i.'1011, 
Bucllong, Grnml>·, Henry, Cbambers, Lott, Harris, Taylor, Jami­
Mn nnd Tatem. 

Wl:S-OSOR LODGE, Ne>, BO, I, 0, 0, i,•, 

This lodge wa11 organized Februa1-y 4tll, tS-'7• in theokl scbool­
houi;e at B11zzards' Point. The charter member!! were John 
Butcher, L~nac Putle11, R. M. Smith, Thomn11 Butcher, Dr. Chnrleii 
C. Blauvelt and Hiram Pullen. S0011 nfter, the societ)' moved to 
n room on Main street. The lodge-room, with it,; contents, ,vns 
destroyed by fire March 5th, t866. 011 the 22d or No,-ember fol­
lowing the lodge wn.,; reorganized. 
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1-"IRST YEW!U•APER IN HIGHTSTOWN. 

The M'111 jtrSCJ' Ga:dlr ,m.o; the first newspaper printed in New 
Jersey, the public:itio11 of which began December 5th. •iii• 
Editor, Is:i.,c Collins ; imprint, Burlington. 

The first 11e,vspaper e,·er printed in Hightsto\\,1 w:i.,; establM1ed 
by James S. Yard and Jacob Stults. llr. Yard was a joumeyman 
printer, a native of Trenton, where he teamed the art of printing 
in tl1e office of the Tn,r A111rrim11. Mr. Stull,; wns a nnth·e of 
Hightstown, and was then employed as a merchant"s clerk in 
Trenton. The idea of starting a newspaper in Highl,;tow11 orig-­
inatl!<l with him. 

They hn-ei,:ted a few lmndred dollars in newspaper t~·pe, 11 
printinj!' nress, and some job printing m11terials'. and launched the 
new enterprise. Both were young, hopefttl and energetic. 11nd 
detenni11ecl "to make it go."' The first mtmher of the new paper 
was dated 011 the 30th of June, 1S49. · 

-Newspnpt.-rs were not i;o common in that day :i.,; they arc now. 
It is needless to sny th11t the new joun1al created a profound llelt• 
sation in Highlo;tow11 and ilo; immediate neighborhood. 11ml t1111t 
the proce11.o; of producing a 11ew11paper with the imprint of the town 
u1x111 it ,,•ns a marvel little short of witchcmft or magic tu most uf 
the population at th11t perio,1. 

The new paper wn.,; rolled the Villa.gr Rrrord. It was a neat 
looking sheet nnd was neatly printed, as the filei; still in existence 
will bear testimony. It wns :i.o; modest and qttiet in ilo; appear­
ance :i.-i il-i unpretentious title. It lookeil solid- n11d bn11ine.01.-i-like. 
It was printed 011 a sheet 22 x 32 inches, four pages, of six col­
umns to a page. As nn indication of the ge11eml character of the 
paper. we note that the first page of the first number w1111 made up 
of a column of poetical articles and short mi11CCllaneott.-i items, 
11 story filling a little o,·er four cohtm11s, and half-a-cohnnn of 
humorous items. The fourth p11ge had 11 cohllllll de,·oted to agri­
cttltttre and another to general miscellany ; the rest of the page 
was filled \\ith ad,•ertisements. The inside pages containecl edi­
torials, news and advertisements, the general custom ii\ that day 
:i.o; now. In the make-ttp of the a,-erage count!")• newspaper, '.!1ere 
has been little change in the last half-century. The motto of the 
I Wagr Rtrord, carried pro1nine11tly under the title, was " I111le­
pe11dent of Party or Sect,·• and right loyally clid its pttblishers lh·e 
ltp to this motto. The paper punmed the e,•eit tenor of its way, 
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~\" in popular f1wor, and ga\·e 1:,,jdenc:e of perma11enc:e, when iu 
the Fnll of tbe year the senior partner of the fin11 wa.,; taken ill 
a11Cl forced to relinquish the enterprise. He was succeeded by 
F.:1lward C. Taylor, a young fanner of the neighborhood, and the 
finn \\U.'i known a.'i Stull'i & Taylor. Subseciue11tly Stull'i witl1-
1lrt:w :md Taylor l>eenme sole owner. Shortlr after thi11 he solcl 
uut to Dr. B. H. Peterson, who changed the title of the paper to 
that of Hi_trl,/slow11 Gazt:llt:. The ei.tnblii,hment wa.,; tK10n ad­
,·erti11ed for fll!le. Mr. Yard wn.,; then in New York State, a11Cl 
henring thi11 f.'lct, he l011t no timt: in getting to Hight,;town to 
114::cure it. In the me:intime, howe,·er, tl1e publication 11f the 
paper hacl been diMCOntinued. :\'lr. Yard !lltcceeded in purchai;ing 
the pla11t, practically at his own price a11Cl npon hi11 ow11 tenni;. 
He nt onL-e rei.nmed the publication of the p:11,er under it,; ori~rinnl 
title, infnsed new life into it, and carried it 011 succ:e,isfnlly for a 
period of about L-ighteen months : clem'?nstrating tlmt, with fair 
management, the bush1L-S.'I could be mncle tu more than pay it,; 
wny. D11ri11g the Fall of 1853 lir. Yard had an opportunity 
offered him of purchasing the ;1/011111011/I, n,~111orrol, at Freehold, 
_X. J. He sole! 011t the Ninml, gh-ing po11.-1es.,;io11 on Jammry 1St!1, 
1ii54, to :\Iori,,r.m F. lI01mt an<I lir. St11lts, hi11 former partner, 
aml remo,•ecl to Freehold. Later, lir. C. M. Xorion becnmepro­
prietor, and was sncceeded by Daniel Taggart, a joun11:ymn11 
printer: soon after Charles W. Mount was at the helm. In the 
yi:ar 1!170 the bu.11i11ei.11 was under the management of :\Ir. Stult,; 
and llr. Thon11 .. , B. Appleg:ite, joint proprietors, who clumgL'<l 
the title agnin to that of Hi.tfk/.f/o•;.,,r Garr/It:, 111 1871 lir. 
Applegate became sole owner. In 1891 he admittecl his son, 
Frederick n., to partnership in the enterprise, nncl they are the 
prL'!lent 111annger11 of the paper. lli.rrlr/slow11 (;c,:t:/k, by which 
name · it has been known 11i11ce I H70, · has been snc:c:es.,;fully 
continued down to the present clnr, a11d is one of the lending 
papers of the State. All the fonner eclitors are lh•ing, with the 
exception of :\Ir. E. C. Tarlor and lir. Morgan liou11t. 

:Mr. Yard resicles in F.reehold, where he still publi11he.,; the 
.Dt:moerol. !\Ir. Stull,; is a re11icl,e11t of l,ong Branch, aml editor or 
the l.011.IJ Bnmrl, Ti'1tt:s, both or these enterprising paper!! ha,·ing 
a wide circulation. When these two gentlemen started the llrrord, 
the senior (Yard l was b11t 23 yeat'll of age, nnd the juuior (Stull,;) 
19. At that time the po1mlatio11 of Hight11tow11 wns !es.,; than Soo. 
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CI.IPPINUS FROll THE ,·1LL:\.UE 1t•:cou1>. 

Ot1R VtLt.,\GF.. 

\Ve may ,·e11tt1re the assertion, from pen;onnl ob.,;en-ntiuu, lh11t 
in no place of it.,; si7.e in this State is the spirit of ent<:rpri!'t: so 
strongly 111nrked n.,; in 0\lr thri\·ing vill:lge at the pre1e11t time. 
To see its bllsy street,; : lo hear the rattling of the m11nerol\.'i \'elti­
c:les thnt crowtl the ul\.<1iness thoroughfare : to recognize the cheer­
ful hunt of impro,;ng nml increa!t;ng trade, nnd lo be almost 
shtnnccl by the shrill whistle of the rnilroacl cars, or the tlmnder 
of the rapid rolling wheels, n.-1 they carry ii-om cit)· to dty the pro­
clm:c of the lnnd and the trn,·eling po1>ttlnce, 1111d to \\itne11!1 the 
hnml!!Ome dwellin~ and bri11k appearance of the btl!lines.,; mart, 
nil ro111111ire to gi\•e one the iden of the b11.11y city nnd to h111>re!l.'I 
the mind of the ob11erver ,,ith the opinion thnt Highto;town is des­
tined !iOOII t'l mnk high nmong the growing, prosperot1.'I and heat\• 
tifltl cities of o\lr St."1.te. We rambled out 011 Snt\lrdny Inst, nnd 
must ronfe.'l.'I o\lr 11t1rpri11e nntl plen.'lure at 11eei11g the iudications of 
such extensive trade. 

Ottr \'illnge pre.o;ent'I man)" illch1cen1e11t'I to ln1.o;iness men, n.o; 
,,=cu n.'I to men of lei.'lnre -king nn agreeable ronntry, to mnke 
their re11ide11ce here. It is !titunted on the line of the Camden am\ 
Amboy rnilroacl, 11bo\lt half-way between New York and Phil11del­
phin, in the \"el")• heart and centre of ll rich country, with J>leas• 
nut nnd easy aeCCliS to the cities just mentioned. lo Trenton. Xew· 
Bnmswick, Freehold nm\ s11rronmling c:01111try. A munber of 
fine stores carry 011 1111 excellent .bnsine~o; here, 11Dme of which \\;U 
be fom1d advertised in 0\lr colllmns. The different 111ech11nical 
purM\lit,; nre in lh·ely motion, nm\ gh·e oonst.'lnt employment to 
m1111hers of 011r citb:en!;. There nre three l10te\11, n ~ll:thodi11t 
church, a Baptist church nnd n Unh·el"!jalb1t, and nt the di11tn11ce 
of little more tha11 two 111ile11 n Pre!lbyterian church, nnd we !lhoulcl 
not o,·erlook the excellent !IChoo\s for which our villnge i11 HO cli11-
ti11gui11hccl.'' 

•" ,1/,rrrll 291/1, IS.,;<1. 
Redford 21[. Job, esq., one of the first 11eitler11 of this ,·illnge, died 

011 S.'lturclay night last, ngecl ;o yeaf!j nncl 6 111011th11. 
He bns held 111a11y office11 of honor in this town!lhip, nnd was 

1111h·er11.'llly bclo,·ed :me! re11i,ected by ull who knew him. He hn.,; 
gone to receh·e the rewnnl of n well 11pe11t life." 



"Nin•. ul, t.\'5t1. 

· . \\'e nre i1len.'letl to - th:it our ol,l frieml. Dr. C. C. Bl:iu\·elt, of 
Hight'lt0\\,1, hn.,; been nominnted for the Stnte Senate by the 
Whig14 of :\Iercer. The Doctor i11 a popular mnn in his neighhor­
ltl)Cl(l, nnd will be elected by n liaml.'10\1\e n1ajority. We ~enrtily 
\\i1;J1 llim 11\tc:ce!l.'1 in whate\·er 11tntin11 in life he mar be cnllett 11po11 
to fill." 

"/11!1• 25/l,, 1851. 

We were infonned yei;terdny that ~·eral small particle11 of 
11hining metnl, 1111ppoi;ecl to be gold, hnd beei1 diseo\·ered near 
Pmnt L,;land, abo11t twel\-e miles from this village. We uuder­
stnntl tl1at the "dJLo;t" looked very much like tl1e genuine Cali­
fonlin golcl. nml it i11 11uppo,;ed that the yield \\ill be lnrge." 

"Frb. 7//1, 1851. 
STATE TREASt'RER. 

We are pleased to see that our townsman, Maj. R. l\I. Smith, 
wn11 110111inntecl hr the caucus to tl1e nbove-uamed office. \\"e 
kno,v nf no more honei;t, upright, intelligent, or tni11twnrthy imti­
\iclunl to whom the tren11nre of the St..'lte could he conficlecl." 

STATE TRF.:,\StTRER. 

Our town11111an, Maj. R. M. Smith, to; d1dy nud properly elected' 
to thi11 important :met rei;pon11ible-office, and \\ill next week enter 
upon the tluties. \Ve are constrained in duty, honesty amt per­
i;onnl regant to S.'IY tbnt we are bighly grntified witlt tbis appoint­
ment. There is 110 indh-idual ttpou whom it cotdd lun•e been 
1nore worthily coufe:recl.'' 

II Ftb. 27/l!, 1864. 

The ladies of the Aid Association desire to retun1 tbauks to the 
following indMduals, whose liberal contributions enabled them to 
send five boxes of goocl things to our bra\·e soldiers: l\1rs. J. S. 
Reed, l\lrs. William Johnston, Mrs. "Mary ?tlotmt, Mrs. Morrison, 
Mt'II. John Dey, :\{rs. W. Smock, Mr. aud: :\{rs. Im Sn1ock, Mrs. 
Robert Purdy, Ml'ff. Dr. Curry, Mrs. Jacob Stutts, Mrs. R •. M. 
Smith, )In;. T. J. Pullen and Mrs. Thoma.,; \Vil<1011." 
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)[R. EDITOR : -Do your re:ulen; know why thnt portion uf 
country lying southwesterly of Higl1tstown wa!I called • :\Iargril­
lar?' A ,-ery c:ommunicath·e old gentleman of thnt J>lace, Jes.,;e 
Brown (who does not remember Jao;e Brown, the Se\oenth-Day 
BaptL11t, strong in the faith, aml willing to connnunicnte?), tolcl 
me, nncl I lu:l\'e heen tolcl the ~"\me by others, that in the clay!I uf 
yore, ~ rickety, dilapidated, olcl, creaky wagon (loadecl with fil.;]1 

if I reme1nber rightly), cnme along the road, wanting the article 
of grease, nml the wbeelc; at e\'ery re\'olution doled out • :\Inrgrre­
lar, :Margree-lnr,' and the section of country the wngon p1u;sed 
o,·er thnt clay wn.11 callecl • !\Inrgrillar : • where the fi!lh wagon J>Ut 
up that night was the end of tbe • llargrillnr' country. 

ThiK reminds me of the origin of the name of a brook on the 
road from 1ny place to Clnrksb11rg. They called it, in the old 
titles and mops, and now call it, ' Empty-Box Brook.• How do 
you suppose that name arose? Among the early land sun·eyor!I 
or our section of tl1e country wa.11 n Mr. Lawrence, a great snuff­
taker. Running a long line, and coming out ,,ith hii; box to take 
a pinch, ancl fouml it empty. He then !laid, '\Ve'll nnme this 
brook llm1>t)·-Uox Brook.' The • Empty-Box ' is the southem 
bomulary line of the original GiberMOn tmct, which wn!I forfeited 
in the Revolutionary wnr bec::u1se the owncl'!I adhere<l to the c:nu!le 
of Great Britain. The: Giberson tract iK now owue<l by Abijah 
Chamberlin, William Holman and Lawrence Tilton. The • Empty-· 
Box • e111ptie11 in the Ai;.c;onpink Brook. 

Josm•H J. Er.,·." 

",1/,r,.,.I, 2.\'II,, 1.\'67. 

THE Or.D PEOl'LE ,\T M1.r.FORD, N. J. 
MR. EDITOR : -In looking o,•er the old b11rinl ground at llilford, 

where, in the bu1gunge of the Poet Gray, 
• Eacl1 in his narrow cell forever laid 
The rude forefathers oft he hamlet sleep,' 

I was forcibly struck with the unwelcome but wholesou1e reflec­
tion that after a few days we shall all go the way whi:uc:e we 11l1all 
not retun1, even to the land of darkness and the shndow of death, 
a.c; Job calls it ; and the place wbicb now k11ow11 \lS "ill k11ow u.11 
no more fore\•er. 
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• Stoop clown. my 110111, thnt 1111ed to rise. 
Cl.'ln\·el'lle nwhile \\ith ·ctenth.' 

Rcncling the imccription11 on llOme old tombstones, I find one i11 
memory of Re,·. Aaron Hutchimcon, who tleparted thi11 life June 
30th. 1;91. in the 24th year of hi11 age. The follo\\ing tin~ are 
011 hi11 tomh11tone : 

• 1:011r yenn; 1 laboretl in the I.on!. 
I bore the cros!I, I prenchecl the word : 
:\ly body now lies in the icro11nd. 
Till the la11t trump of Gn,1 11hnl1 KC>und.' 

Aaron Hntchin!<On was one of foi.1r brother.;, liethodi11t preach­
el'II of the Jn.,;t century. He was the !COIi of William and Catherine 
Hntchin,:nn. In the brief IIJ>ac."e of time whieh he wa11 permittetl 
to lh·e after he attached himself to the mi11i11try. he gainecl II wide 
reputation. He left 11 widow and nu only chilcl namecl Richard 
Ht1tehi11snn. now 'Jh•ing in the city of New York. Hi11 wife wa11 a 
:Ui11.-c Jm111e11. of the family of that name in the'eot1nty of Mercer. 
The mint1t~ of the liethodi11t c:onference. 11peaking of the man, 
sny: 

.. He wns n mnn of clear underMtanding, Uospel simplicity, blame:• 
le11.~ in his lire. ncceptnble ns n preacher, frnitf11l in hi11 lnbol'II, whicl1 
endl'fl in tl1e ichnrt space or n rew years. I-le wns pntient, re11ig11111l nm! 
contirlc:nt in bis ln11t moments," 

It i11 said lie prenehecl hi11 fir11t sermon at the hot1se of Jo.,;eph 
Ht1tchin11on. the old brick houice. part of which is still 11tandi11g 
near the dwelling-ho\111e of Wm. R. H\ltchin!COn. Abo11t 1 ;8; he 
preached in the Stnte of I>elawarc:, amt in 1790 he was appointee\ 
to Tr1:11ton, where he ended his lnbors. His first !lennon wns 
henrd hy my grnmlfnther. Rich:ml ,lily. who WM n hmther-in-lnw 
r>f Joseph Hutchi1111011, nnd, like him, well plen~d with the ck•c­
trines prcnched b)' the l\Iethoclb1ts. The Metho1\ists prenchecl nt 
my saicl grn111lfather'11 for se,"Crnl year.; before his death. nutl 
before the l'lmrch wn.,; crcctetl at i\Iilforcl. Aaron l·I11tchi11:-on nntl 
hi:; wifu, two chilclren. nml his mother-in-low, Snmh Lee, within 
twc, wc.:cks. nll ,lied in one hot1se on n !hrm where y(llmg Rk•lmnl 
lily now lh•ci; in the township of !llillstone. J. J. E1.,·." 

Tm-: Yu.1.,\GI( cw l\I11.1,0Ko. 

:\[K. HnITOK : -I i-lmll proceed to notice the olcl settler:; of Mil-
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ford and their a.11.,;ocintiom;, The oldest grii;t and i;nw-mill !itood 
for nearly, if not quite, a ce11t11ry, and hni; \\ithin the memory of 
' the oldei;t inhabitant' been called I,·in!i' mill, St<mt'!i mill. 
Daniel Dey'i; mill, Abraham Bergen's mill, John Wyckoff'11 mill, 
and now Keeler's mill, all of wltich 11e,·eral owneri; ( except the 
l:i.11t) nre gone 'to that undi11CO,·erecl country from who.,;e bountt: 
tto tr,weler retnnis. • I hn,·e uf'ten lookecl nt the large ftat-bo:ml 
water-wh,-el of the olcl mill a.,; it fnithrull)' re,•ol,·ecl on it,; axi,; 
forty yenri; ago. The motive power clemanding it11 large supply of 
water lo propel the machinery \\ithin a.ml funii11h brencl 11t11ff fur 
the 111outh11 of n generation. of whom it now can only generally ht: 
i<nicl, ' they hn,·e been,• but the old mill i,; gone and n new nm\ 
i<plcmlicl one i,; erected on thi: ,;ite by the prei;ent enle111ri,;i11g 
nwner. 

Xeitt, I will briefly notice the wen,·er-11hop. The we:wer, n 
~lr. Pitman, nm\ hi!i f:-tmily I recollect freq11ently to hn\·e 11een. 
Thi: currier, tanner and 11hoemnker, R11fu11 Bergen, who carried on 
nt one time n quite exteni;h•e busines.'I. I well recollect helping 
tny father nnlond bark in the hnrk-ho11sc, and I ,i,·iclly recollect. 
though )'Otmg then, that 1 was not very foncl of the job, aml wns 
glncl to i;ee the bottom bonrcli; of the wngon. Let lt!i call attention 
to the hatter of :\lilforcl, or Scrnbbletown ll should hn\'e remnrkecl 
hefore, the place forty yenri; ago was generally called Scrabhle­
town J. The hatter was an o!cl gentlen1nti by.the nnme of nn,·id 
Chamberi;. He clicl q1tite n bmsines.,; there : that i!i to i;ny, Dn,·id 
Chambers. hatter, mncle nml i;olcl hat!': and I hn,·e worn hat,; of 
hi!o mnkin11: nncl selling. I can fancy e'en now I can i;ec the old 
man with hi11 leather breeche11 nncl large knee b11ckles. He wn,; 
for ,;e,·crnl yenr11 a Jni;tice of lite Pen,-e uf the County of Mitldle­
:,;1:it, nml reputed to be q1tite on inti:lligent man. I hn\'e 11ecn hi,; 
docket t.-ontnining trial,; hel<l more than fifty yenr,; ago. They 
lL"unlly callee! him Colonel Chambers. He might have been :1 

colonel in the RC\·olutionnry wnr : probably he wns. There hn11 
nlwnr11 been blncksmithing carried on in Millord 11ince· I cnn re• 
men1lx:r, aml cloublll.'!1.'I long before. Among lhe blnck11mith,; 
wltom I might name I will mention Francii; Labnw, Snmm:I C. 
Jolmei;, aml for many yenr11· Nnthnniel Cox, who remo,·e1l to the 
m:ighhorhoocl C1f Bergen'11 Mill,; nnd died there. 

Yo1tr,; lndy, 
· .J (ISP.I'll J, HI.\", " 



"j1111r 20/k, 1J'6;. 
TE:\IPER,\NCE. 

llr. Peter Bil)·eu <leli\-erecl 1111 11ddre1111 on thi.,; 11ubject in the 
Bitpti.-.1 ch11rch in this pl11ce on Wednesdny evening ln.'lt. The 
11ttend:mce wa.-1 11111,re. nnd the lecture is spoken or ns being 1111 
enmest 1111d 11ble 11ddress. The 11peaker showed with great force 
and clenrne111,; th11t the only method to arrest the monster e\il is 
for Christians and 1111 good citizens to identify thenLo;elves with tlle 
temperance n1ovem1mt nud thereby correct public opinion wbicb 
fa,·ol'li the drinking usages of society ; and that the total abstin­
ence principle is the only safe principle, ns a b11sis, 11pon which to 
organize L'ISOCiations. The lecture wa11 listened to with attention 
throughout. Re,•. :\Ir. Chase followed \\ith some excelleut re­
marks. There being so much interest manifested, another n1eet• 
i11g was appointed for \Yednesday evenir,g, June 9th, nt the snme 
l1011r anc:1 place." · 

"jail. 11,lk, 1b'69. 
011 Cbristmns day, :\Ir. Jacob Enrly ga,-e a half ton of coal to 

e\-ery \\idow lncly in town not overstocked with this world's 
good11. It is needle~,; to state that iii every case the liberality of 
Mr. Early was highly appreciated. . A man who has the courage 
to be 110 generous in thei;e money-grabbing, money-ho:mling aml 
money-won;hipping clay11 clesen•es m11ch prni.,;e, It cert."linly givei; 
11s grent plea1111re to record so good a day's work." 

".lltti• 61/t, 1.'169, 
:\Ir. Joseph .Mcllurre11 ha.,; broken grou11cl for a new l1ouse on 

Summit St., opposite Re,·. E. liorri.,;on's, and illteuds to erect 11 

fine re11idence for his own use. He ha.,; i;old the portion of bis 
fnnn 011 which he uow resides to his brother, l\Ir. Jolm l'IcMur­
ren, of St. Johns, N. B., who will remove to this place in the fall. 
We can congratulate Higl1tstown on the advent o( such citizen.,; as 
Mr; Mcl\Iurren, who will bring with him not only wealth, but a 
well established rep11tatiou for tmimpeached morality and xealou.o; 
piety." · 

"For lit,· Ga:elle, Higklsltni.•11, Ja11. 17/k, 1870. 
:\IR. EDITOR :-You have taken _so deep an interest in the 

Y. M. C. A. that we take the liberty of asking ·you to publish a 
few more words of encouragement an~ instruction in behalf of the 
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a.o;sociation recently formed in Hightstown. The object or the, 
Y. 1\I. C. A. is to do nll the goocl that it can, by way or impro,·­
ing llle mental and spiritt1nl condition or our young n1en. \\.'e 
de;ire lo make our a.'IS0cintion rooms }lleas..'!nt amt attractive, and 
when we meet together we recognbie each other a.,; Christi:ins, a11d 
Christ as the Head or the Church. \Ve clo not set oun;el\·e:; as 
equnl to the church, b\tt NI nn a.•;sistant to promote the welfare or 
fnlle11 humanity and re11eue the young •. The young men ha,·e a 
clnim 011 the people for their hearty co-operation in aiding thetu 
forwnnl in their work of faith nnd labor or lo,·e. \Ve feel confi­
dent thnt the pc..-ople or Hightstown \\ill not be less disposed than 
the noble-heartecl people of Freel1old, wl:o, Ly their act.,; 011 the 
past Sabbath, declared thnt their young men slmll be s11pported 
1111 soon as they rom1 a Y. l\I. C. A. Se,·ernl gentlemen proffered 
their aid and influence, i;ome offering to give $50 a yenr i11 sup­
port of the organization. On the Sabbath in question over Soo 
pc:ri;ons m;,,;embled in the Presbyterian Church, the different cler­
gymen or the town taking nn acth-e part in the meeting and 
cleclnring 1111nni111ou.-;ly in favor of the movement, nncl thnt thi:r 
would gii•e it a hcnrty 1111pport. We hope under the blessing or 
Goel that 'the )'O\mg men here, under the_clirectiou of their effi­
cient officers, and prompted by pure Christian moth·es, will be the 
menns of nccompli11hing much good. 

Yours_truly, JOHN McllUKK,\N,., 

THI~ FIHST 1•1tESBY'rmt1A"S Clll'ICCH, 

In thi; year 1851, the late Dr. Charles C. Blauvelt proposed to 
Mr. Jacob Stulto;, one clny in tbe early Fnll, tbnt they go together 
to Crnnbur)• to in\'ite Dr. Symmes Henry, then pn.o;tor of the 
First Clmrcl1 there, to hold religiou.,; services on the follo,,ing 
Snbbntb nftemoon in Dawes' Hnll. Snicl he : " There are a num­
ber of Presbyterian people here, and I bn,·e been thinking thnt 
out of n series of service.,; comhtctecl by pastors of churches in 
11eigbbori11g places, a clmrch may be eventually established in 
Hightstown. The following Saturclny they \isited Dr. Henry, 
nncl the next Sunday nftenioon there was, for the first time in 
numy years-if not the fin;t time in Hlght-;town-a genuine Pres­
byterian senice. These two gentlemen impro,•ised n cl1oir, re­
sol\'ed themselves into :i. committee of the whole nml took charge 
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of the collections. They ah,·a)"S had 1::nough in the tn:a.'lury to 
met:t current 1::xpenses and pay l"isiting cl1::rgy111en. Thc:se si::n·i­
ces were continued until a society wa.'i organiz1:<I. Others proha­
bly made the suggestion that such sen-iet:s woulll ht: appreciated 
by the adherent,; of the Presbyterian Church thc:n risiding in and 
near Hightstown, but great credit is due Dr. Blau\'elt and Mr. 
Stults, whose eamt:i;t labors hai•e been so nlmmlantl)' blt=iSt:d in 
the: construction of a beautiful edifice whOSt: prdt:nt efficient }>O.'I· 

tor, Rt:\'. Thomas Tyack, D.D., nnd an earnest peoplt:, still ri::st 
in the: fa,•or of our H1::a,·enly Fa:tht:r. 

Dr. Charles C. Blau,•elt married A1111, daughti:r of the latt: 
Ban1es Smock, of Holmdel, N, J., and was the grandfather of 
!\Ir. Charles C. Blau\'t:lt, ont: of Hightstown's most enterprising 
business men. Mr. Stull,; married Martha J., daughter of the 
late Rev. Robert E. Morrison, amt b1 the brother of l\lrs. \\'. \\'. 
Swett, !\lrs. R. A. Outcalt, Mrs. E. C. Taylor am! l\lilili H. 
Stults, of Hightstown, Mrs. Anna Tibbs, l.ong Islam!, and !\Ir. 
Chas. H. Stults, Forked Rh·er. 

Presbyterianism in this region antedates b)• many years the 
organization of the Hightstown clmrch. Ali early a.-. 1685, the 
Co,•enanters from Scotland ca111e to our Jt:rsey const :md est:1h­
lished both their homt:N and their religion. The old 1'1::11111:nt 
Church was organized about 1700: Cranbury in 1738, nnd Allc:n­
town in 1739. Tht:St: two latter churches wen: for a time unit.:d 
in one: pastoral charge. Thus the people: of Hightstown ,wrt: 
,mpplied with Prc:shyterian o,·ersight. 

In 1857 two pt:titions wert: sc:nt to the: New llnmswick l'rt:i;hy­
tery a.-.king for a church organizntion in Hightstown. ForSt:,·t:rnl 
years prior to that date, the pnstor of the First Church, Cranlmry, 
aided in rc:ligious 11er,•ices (_as mentioned I amt nmintnint:cl a Snn­
day-school here. On !\lay 6th, 1857, a Committee of l'n:shytcry 
met nncl organized n church. Its charter members wc:re: !\lnry 
S. C. W)·ckofT, Spafford\\'. Mount, Alice l\luunt, !\lnr)' A. ~muc.~k, 
Elias Riggs, Rnclu:l Riggs, William S. Riggs, Curnt:lia A. Riggi;, 
Charles Tinclnll, !\lary Tindall, Sering Shnnglt:, Racht:I Shnnglt:, 
H. P. Rilyc:u, !\trs. Bilyeu. To the: orighml fourtt:t..'11 mc:ml"--rli 
St:\'c:n hundri:c:l nnd nint: names ha,•e since hecn ndd1::1l : the 
n:n11wnls and deathi. leo\'ing the present memhership, April, 1896, 
:!llo. The corner-i;tone of the church ec:lifi~ wns loid August 
31st, 1857, and the d'-'llicatory 111::n·ict:s held June 17th, 1858, when 
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Re,•. Dr. l\IcGill, of Princeton, preached. The Jblrd of Tnista:s, 
as orii,rinally constituted, consisted of Samuel Sloon, D. B. Dey, 
Benjamin Reid, William S. Riggs, Charles Robbins, John Butclu:r 
and Thomll!i Appleget ; of these, the first fi\'e named genthm1en 
were appointed the Uuilding Con1mittee, l\Ir. \V. S. Riggs taking 
th1: most acti\'e part in din:cting th1: work of church construction. 
This c:nti:rpri!il: was :;c, wisely planned and economically managed 
that the small l"tlllgr1:gation of those da~ J were able to bear their 
linancinl lmrdens without assistance from other churches. 

Tiu: lmihling of GrL-cinn nrchitectun:, th1:n 1:rl-cted on a lot of 
land rlunat,:d hy Benjamin I-teed, HscJ., who nlliO made a liberal 
L"tllltrihutiun to th1: huillling fund, still stands as substantially as 
e,•er, with not :1 single weak timber in any of its parts. llenju• 
min Reed was the: father uf the Intl! Olmsted and !\Ir. Story Reed, 
of Hightstown. 
. :\lm:h c:nte111risc: has hc:c:n displayed by this clnm:h since the: 
day of iL,; organiimtiun, us shown in the: l"onstrm:tion of a neat and 
l'on111111<1i11u,, chapd in the year 1871, the purchase 11f the pan;,111-
agc: :a111I gronmls in tlu: y1:ar 18111, and in 1!!\l•>-\,II the: re-mndc:I• 
ing of the: interior 11f the: church cdilir.:c, with a rear mlditiun for a 
pipe-organ, pastor's study mul lx,iler-room for the steam ·1eating 
:1pparat11s. '!'he: clmn·h huildin!{ wus further be:111tilied in 189~ 
hy the :ulditiun of tweh•c: staincd-glas.,,; windows. Six of these arc: 
memorinls of del-c:asr.:d memhers, ofiicers or p:astors. The present 
Board of 1'rn:;tc:e:; :ire:: :\les.,,;rs. J. D. \\'hittick, \V. •r. Smuck, 
J. \'. l>a\"ison, F. II. Gnrdcnr,·1'hcnnus :\lu:mn, A. B. \VyckofT:md 
J. R. Sh:111glc:. \\'heu the dmrdr was organized !\fessrs. Sering 
Shaugle 111111 Hlins Riggs were chosen ruling elders. Since thnt 
time thirtL-...·11 other person:,; h:we ht.-en called to this office, ,·iz.: 
1 >a,•irl Sil\"c:rs, A. H. Korner, Joshuu Cmnphell, !\I. R. I.aird, John 
lleeknmn, Gill1ert He:nmm, 1'hmnm; :\lcDonald, J.e\'i C. ttpdike, 
A. H. Wyl'l.:uff, J. \', I>. Heckman, W. •r. Smock, A. S. \'our­
het.-s :111,I J. \'. l >n,·il'il.ln, '!'he first named and the l:1st six 11f 
these gentlemo:n :ire still huhling their offices. 

'1'111: church hus h:ul fr,ur p:1stors: Re\'. Rufus Taylor, D.I>., 
who wns installed llt:l·cmher 27th, 18571 ancl released April 16th, 
1862: Re,•. S:nnucl S. Shrh•er, who was instnllecl Octolier 31st, 
1Hf,2, mul rt!lenl'it:d July 1st, 1869: Re\'. J. B. Da\'is, D.I>., who 
wns installed No,•, 10th, 1869, nnd released No,·. 10th, 111117; 
Re,•. 1'homas 'l')":tl·k, Jl.D., the present minister in clmrgc, who 



\\"11.'I rolled to the pa.,;torate llarch 1st, 1888, and installed June: 
6th of the 11nme ye:ir. Through the l:ibors of tl1is very eaniest 
pn.o;tor the clmrch has greatly pro.c;pered, and to-day present,; a 
bright and bent1tiful f11t11re. The history of the cht1rch ii; markc:cl 
by the :;teadiue:i.c; in the increa.,;e of it,; membt.'l"!lhip, it,; loyalty to 
bi..;toric Presbyterianism, it,; interpret.'ltion of New 'Testament 
teaching. :md it,; Jihernlity in the support of hel1e\'olent cutc:r­
prii;e;. For many years pn.,;t it has contributed 11e,·end hunclrerl 
1lollars :uumally to the ad,·ancement of Chrii;t's Kingclom thro11gh­
out :111 the earth. 

CJ;:DAlt JULI. CFl:.fETJ~RY ~\ji;SOCIAT[()N, 

'l'hi,; n!l.o;ociation wm; orgnni7.e,l 11ncler nu Act or Lc1,rislatlm: 
pn.o;..;ccl liarch qth, 1851. A meeting wn.,; held lbr the purpo,;c 
or incoi;,oratiun. the proceedingi; or which. were officially recorclecl 
:\lay 1st, 1854. The rollo\\ing trustee.'i \\:ere chosen at said meet­
ing: Asher Hankinson, Jamei; R. Laird, Joseph llcl-hlrran, Jacob 
~lltlt,;, John C. Johnson, John lI. Bilxson, Dn,,jd Carhart nncl 
l[or~ran F. llonnt. Jame:,; R. L.'lird wn:1 cho,;en pre,;idcnt or the 
a,;. .. ocintion, Ja~"Ob Stulb• i-<ecretnry, and l[or1,,ran F. llount treas­
urer. '!'his cemetery, containing an area of i<ix acres, is locatecl 
on llercer i;treet. 

BA..~JCS. 

Se,•ernl years ngo there were two banking ini-<tit11tions in Hight:1-
town. the Cei1trnl National Bnnk aml the Fir11t National Hank, 
with a capital of one lmndre<l tho11sn11d dollars each. The Cen­
tral Xntionnl Bank was cstablii-<herl in 1852 as 11 State bank, :met 
organizeil D(.-cember 30th, 186g, a:; a national bank. It did 11 fine 
businL'!'!! until the Firi-<t National Bank wn.o; opened, which imme­
tlintely cnme into p11blic fn,·or nml in time 011t<1trip1,ed its com­
pi:titnr. In 18;9 the fhrmcr went into liq11idatio11 nml conl!Oliclalccl 
witl1 the latter, the Fir11t Xational liank incren.o;ing itc; cnpitnl to 
$150,000. The Inst namerl bnnk wa11 organizecl Sc')>tcmbcr 12th, 
rs;o. It,; Jil'llt board or director11 were : N. S. Rt1e, Ricbnrd Wall, 

Jame.,; S. Giberi<on, Colin B. Miers, E.T. R. Applegate, Sa111t1el 
lI. Schenck, A. J. Smith, D. Applegnte and Matthew Perrine. 
N. S. Rt1e wa11 clectetl the firi;t 1>re11itlent September 14th, 18;0, 
nnd Willinu1 H. How~ll the first cn.c;hier. · 
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CIVIi, I-IISTOitY. 

The borough of Hightstown was incorporated by an Act of 
the Legislature nppro,·ed lfarch 5tl1, 1S53, which reads as fol­
lows: 

"De ii c11nded iiJ• Ike Se11nle n11d Ge11rrnl Asscml,{1• of 1kt' Stale oj 
JVe:r· /erst!)•, thnt all thnt part of the town11hip of En11t Windsor, known 
ns tlu: ,·illngc: or Hightstown, lying ancl being in the county of liercer, 
lx,gi11ni11g nt a point on Stockton street, on tbe comer of land between 
Ch,n. Wm. Cook nnd Abrnl11uu Pardun : thence i1outl1 nlong the line 
h.:lWL'l:n sui,1 Cook nnd R. E. :.\Iorri!IOR to the Camden ancl Amboy 
Rnilroml : thence southwest Rlong said railroad to tbi: line between 
John Uutcher'!I laml ,ind the Hight11town Cemetery : thence along 11aid 
lim: t11 the Horclr:utown aml South Amboy tumpikc : thc:111:e along the 
wc:st sirle of 11nid tumpiki: lo n i1t1111c: near th.: comer of William 
Oghorn'11 lot: thence soutben.~t lo tbe comer of William \". Uh-'1< lot 
011 t111, York Roarl: thence emit to the mouth of Timber Run to ti1r: line 
between R. lI. Jobs nnd Ke1metb Appiegate: thence along said line to 
the old Freehold Road : thence west along th,: south side of said roncl 
lo tbe turnpike; tbence west to the pl11-ce of beginning ; nnd nll the 
frt.-emen, citi1.em1 of this Stnte. resicling within the lin1it11 nforesnid. be 
nml the,· nrr: hereb,· ordnim:d, constituted aml rl,-clm·etl to be from time 
to time: ancl fore,·~r herenfter, one bod)· corporate nml politic, in fact 
amt in name, by the nnme of 'The Dorough of Hightstown.' " 

The first election or borough offie<:rs was helcl ou the secoucl 
Tucsclay of the abo\'e-11a111ed month. The following were the 
prim:ipnl officers of the borough fro1u 1853 to the pre11e11t dnte, 
1896: . 

MAYORS. 

C. C, Bla1welt, 1853-54. 
John Butcher, 1S55-56-57. 
John n. l\Iount, 185S. 
Jc»1r:ph S. nlntn-elt, 1859-60. 
Jnmes C. Norris, 1861. 
C:ilhert !-lcmnon, Ul62•63-64,65, 
Seri11g Shangle, 1866. 
C'tnyton I. Cowarcl, 1867, 
Seri11g Sbangle, 1868. 
J. R. C.Jobnson, 1869-70. 
James C. Norris, 1871. 
J. lI. Cubberly, 1872, 
·r. c. Penrce, 18;3. 
Hlston I-lunt, 1874-75. 

S. l\[. Schenck, 18;6. 
Tbon1a.q llnson, 18;;-;-S. 
Seriag Shangle, 1879. 
Aaron llawes, 18..'t>-1. 
S. :.\I, Schenck, 1~2. 
Sering Slmngle, 18.'IJ, 
Thomas )IcDonal,l, 1SS~. 
William H. Carr, 1SS5-6. 
J. A. Chamberlin, 1887. 
Aaron Dawes, 1SSS 9. 
George n. llillcr, 1Sgo. 
H. lI, Perrilll.', 1!191. 
Elmer J~. Anden1on, 1Sg2-93. 
I. Norto11, 18g.J-95 96. 
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COUNCILl!EN. 

Benfamin Reed, 1853, 
Aaron Dawes, 21153. 
Robert H. l\Iorrison, 1Ss3. 
James R. LDinl. 185.1-
Alfred Perrine, 1853. 
A!lller Hankerson, 1S53-54-
C. H. Silvm, 111~·56 5S 65. 
R. !II. Job, 18~-56. 
Himm PuJJen, 18,s.i. 
John T. l-I'lltchinson, 1855. 
Charles Carson, 1855 58-59, 
'rhos. c. Pemce, 1855-66-67-88-g. 
Jac:ob Early, 1855. 
\Vyc:kolf'Norton, 2856-57. 
A11guatus Walling, 1857. 
l\. C. Taylor, 1857. 
Eaoch Dey, 18.;8-6o-64-65-6S-69. 
Jas. C. Norris, 18~7-13 76-
John H. Ford, 185B 59-6z.63. 
Joseph McMurmn, 1858-59. 
Marshall Allen, 1861-61f-69-;'6. 
D. V. Fisk, 1861-63-87. 
So=ring Sbangle, 1863-6.i-72 114, 
John \Vooley, 1863,65. 
David Carhart, 1864. 
A. J. Ashton, r116.f-65. 
J. C. Norton, 1111!.i-71-76-82. 
E. Hammel, 186s•72-73. 
J11.111es Paxton, 1865, 
J\lorgnn F Moant, 1866-67. 
O. H, Reed, .1866-67. 
\V. T. Brown, 1866-67-74-75.77-,S-79. 
Geo. E. Pierson, 1868-69-70-71-82-

5•6, 
Jan1es M. CUbberly, 1868-6g-71. 
J. H. Silvers, llf:,O. 
D. Slack, 1872. 
G. V. Wood, 1873. 
Henry Dey, 1874-75. 
A. B. WyckofT, 1874-75. 
J. V. D. Deek,na11, 1875-19-
J, C. Ward, 1876. 
\V, Ji. Carr, 1876-flo.1-2-92-93-94. 
C, II, Norton, 2877-78-83•4, 
\V. T. Sniock, 1877-78. 

E. lI. Bastow, 18;o-71. 
Dalrie1 P. Hutchinson, 1870-;2. 
David \Vassennan, 1871-73. 
Elston Hunt, 1872-73. · 
Howard Ashton, 1873. 
Gilbert Sean1011, 1874-75-
A. n. W:)•ckolf, 1874-75-83-6-;. 
JobnC,John.~on, 18;4-
Josepb H. Jemison, 1876. 
H.«!kinl Chamberlin. 1876--So-1-

2-.5, 
I. H. Goldy, 1877-78. 
D. \V. !\Corton, 1877-;S-79. 
John H. Ford, 1877-78-83. 
Thomas McDonald, 1879'8.l. 
J. H. Smith, 1819-
Geo. W. Eldridge, 1879. 
:John C. Fisher, zSSo-1-2, 
Wn1. H. Dillen, 18So-1-2-5-S 9-90-

92. 
Joseph Wood, 188o-1. 
Wn1.J. Cole, rlll!o. 
Thomas Mason, 1883-4-
Benjamin Gorden, 1883-4. 
Jrn Ynger, 18114. 
Ho\\'Ard I. Burtis, 1884. 
Chas. F. Hunt, 1885 6. 
Henry Weller, 1885. 
Jns. F. Donnell, 1885. 
J. A. Chan1berlin1 1886. 
Samuel Fryer, 18S6-92-93-94-95-g6. 
lsaac Wolcott, 1886-7. 
Wm. P. Morris, 1887. 
Wm. R. Norton, 18117. 
David A. Appleget, 1887. 
Geo. B • .l\:liller, 1888-9. 
W.J. :Burr, 1888. 
Cha.<1, Manlove, •~-91. 
David Cote, 18811-g-go-91. 
F;dgar Embly, 188g. 
Jeremiab Bn1ndt, 1890-91. 
H. M. Perrine, 1Bgo. 
F;nos Jemison, 18go-gr. 
Ric:hard Thomas, 1Sg1. 
F.J. Shoen, 1Sg1. 
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.E. T. R. Appleget, 1866. D. H. Cunningham, 1Sg2-g3-94. 
John l\I. Dey, 1867. W. I. :Sorton, 18g2,93. 
El\\"OOd Ric;hardson, 1S611-69- Symmes Dey, 18g2-93-g.i-g5-96. 
Edwanl Combs, t~;o-71-72• Wm. F. Lott, 1Sg3-94-95"96. 

7.i-75. D. A. Van Doren, 1Sg.i-95-g6. 
C. F.. Wood\\"Drd, 1870. Dr. Geo. E. Tit,u;, 18g5 g6. 

G. \V. F. Bennett, 1895-96. 

CLERKS. 

Stephen C.Johnes, 1853. 
Jncob Stull!!, 1854-55-56-57-5ll-5g-

6o-61-62-63-64-65. 
Snm11el Holcomb, 1866-67. 
A11g11stus Walling, 1868-6g-;o-71• 

72•73·74·75·79-83, 

T. \V. P111len, 1S76-So-1-2-5-S-g-go-
91-92. 

Synn1111 H. :l\Iiller, 1877 7'1-83-4. 
Spnfl'ord G. Fonuan, 1886-7. 
Fred B. Appleget, 18g3-94.95-96, 

ASSESSORS. 

C. S. Hutchinson, '53·54·55• \V.J. Butcher, ';6. 
Wn1. Tinclall, '56-57-58. De Wayne Pullen, '77.7S. 
Sering Shangle, '59. S. H. Miller, '79'80-
J. P. Lansing, '6o. Wm. Eldridge, '81 2. 

Enoch Dey, .'61, 62, 63. R. M. Early, '83-4. 
Auguat11s Walling, '6,i-65, R. S. Keeler, '85. 
David V. Fisk, '66•67-6S-6g. T. \V. Pullen, 'S6. 
Charles H. Smock, '70-71-72. J,. W. Gro,•er, '87. 
C. F. Perrine, '73-91-g2-93•94-95-g6. • D. 1-J. C11nningham, '88,9. 
J. R. Shangle, '74·75, \V, J. B11rr, 'go. 

·coLtECTORS. 

James C. Norris, '53•54-76. 
Chns, Keeler, '55. • 
Isaac Goldy, '56-70-71 72-73-7,i-75. 
Jacob Stults, 57·SS-~•6o-61 62-63. 
Richard A. 011tcalt, '64-65-66-67. 
Geo. R. l\loore, '6S-6g. 

Joseph Perrine, '77-S,9-So-1-2-3-4. 
Wm. D. Wear, 'S5-6. 
S. H. l\liller, '87. 
L. W. P111len, 'SS-9-go-91. 
R, T. Cunningbnm, '92-93-94-95. 
Chas. H, St11lt11, g6. 

TREASURERS. 

R.R. Forman, '53·54• 
R. E. l\Iorrison, '55-56-57-sS. 
Jacob Early, 'sg-60-61-62-63. 
C. 1\1. Robbins, '64, 
l\lorgnn Mount, '65. 
Jacob Stults, '66-67. 
A.J. Ashton, '6S-6g, 
Geo. R. Moore, •70.71. 

Chas. Keeler, '72. 
A, S. \"oorhees, '73·74·75·78-93·94· 

95-96. 
T. C. Pearce, '76-So-1-2. 
Ricbarcl A. 011tcalt, '77-78-79. 
D. H, Cunningham, '83-4-5-6-7. 
Wm. Wyckoff, 'SH-9. 
Edgar F.n1bly, 'go-91. 

H. A, Norton, '92, 



Charles C."lnron, '53. 
Jonntban Smitb, '54. 
Cbnrles Tindall, '55,56. 
Court Voorhees, ·s;. 
George D. Perrine, '5/1. 
\Ym. Jobn!lon, '59. 
James J\yen1, '6o. 
S. n. ~ealt~ootl. '61. 
Jo.~epb I.nwrem:e, '62. 
J. Rogel"II, '63-6.&. 
Jncob nem!I, '65-7:z. 
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n. l\Iontgomery, '66. . 
Isa."le Anderson, '6;-6S-6g-;o ;r-;3. 
John E,r.irt. '7➔-;5. 
J:dwnrd l\leCue. ';6-ll.;-g2. 
T. C. Sanford, ';;-So. 
Cbns. C. :i\Iel\lielsnel, •;s. 
John I·I. Bmmlt, '79-S1-2-.i•5 6. 
C. n. Idrling. 'S;. 
Job11 Connrd, 'IIS-9,90-91. 
Wm. II. Tabler, '9.3-94-95, 
Jeremiah Brnmlt. 96. 

:UA80XIC I.OU(JI~, No. -1-1. 

Thi!I lodge was org:mizc:11 in the Odd Fellowi,;' Hall, 011 Weclnci;­
day, l\fnrch 19th. 1856, by D. G. '11. Tbeodure R. Varick aml 
other .1,rrnnd officen<. The charter member!I were : Edward C. 
Taylor, James S. Yard, Jacob Stults, William D. Da,·is, Charles 
Bennett, Jehu Patterson, Re,·. F. S. \\'olfe, Charles Keeler, It-a 
Smock. Thomn!I Applc:get nm! ntltefll. 

PBDDrn IXSTlTU'rJ~. 

It came into the mind,; of MIiie far-sighted men in Hight,town 
to establish a scltool tl1at might, in !!Ome way, be a help to the 
Baptist churches in the State. The pastor, Rev. I. Butterfield, 
RC\·. J.E. Rue nnd othen;, opened n school in the lecture-room of 
the Baptist Church, under the charge of Miss Gurr. At the State 
Cq11\"entio11 in 1863 and 1864 tlte project receh·ed the 11nnction of 
the Baptist brotherltood. The scl1ool wa!I incorpomted lt11der the 
name of The New JersC)" Cln11sicnl and Scientific Institute. In 
1864 Ed1:,rar and Ed\\in Hans took charge of the school, re111nini11g 
in charge lllltil the completion of the present building. The 
con1er-stone or the building wn.11 lnid June r4th, 1866. It \\"11.'I not 
reacly for occupancy until the Fall of 1869. At tl1e declicntion of 
the lmilcting nddre1111L-s wen: 111:ule br Pr1.'llidcnt AntlcrMOn, of Roch-. 
C!lter, .and Presiclent ~IcCosh, of Princeton. In consideration of 
the p3)"ment of twenty-five thou11a11d dollars by Thomas B. Ped­
die, or Ne,~-nrk, Septe111ber 11th, 1871, the nn_me of the school 
was cl1:u11,recl lo Peddie I1111titute. · 
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.Among the many gift..; fn,m the lh·ing ·11:1,·e been the following : 

llr.1. Peddie ga,·e tl1e Pedclie Park. of ele\·ei1 ncres, to the school. 
Jonathan Longstreet 1111d hill llillter, lii!IS l\Iary I.011g11trcet, of 
· Holmdel, bttilt at their 0\\11 expe11se the Lo11g11treet I,ibrary aml 
Scientific Building, \\ith the Ob11en·ntory, at 11 c:o..;t of fourteen 
thot1ll."111d dol111r11. Re,·. Alfred Free, or To11111 Rh·er, 11re11ented n 
,·alunble c."Ollection or 111im:ral11, ha,·ing 1111 e,;timnll.-d w11rtb uf liiur 
thou!!and dollars. Dr. F. R. llon;e, of New York, prei.ei1ted lhe 
telescope, costing 11ix lmnclred clollari;. :\Ii-. H. E. Dent. .. , of 
Flemington, lntely go,·e to the llchool the property adjoining the 
c:nmpu..;, the Octagon hotu1e. Many other gift.; of 11111nller nmot111t11 
hnw:: been gh-en • 

. By bequest.~. tl1e !!Chool rc.-ceh·ed forty thou~ml clnllam from the 
ei;tnte or the president of the board, Thoma=,; B. l'c.'Clclic, of New­
ark. By the beqt1e11t of hi11 \\ife,. who wn11 al!IO n member of the 
board, the school rec:eh·ed one lumclred thom1m1d dollars. Dr. 
H. F. Smilh, of llount Holl~·. left about two thou11mul ,·oh11ne11 to 
the Peddie Library. l:lr. Jonathan Long:;treet left 1111um of money 
for the supply of books for the librnry. Among th1>11e whn arc nuw 
dead, the school fotmd choice friends in \\'. H. Pannly, D. 11., S. • 
S.tScrgeant, E11och ;\llcm, Re,·. J.E. Rue, Dr. 'l'homasSwain, I-I. 
C. 1:isl1, D. 1\1. Wi111011, Hiram· Dent..;, S. Yan Wkkle, H. M. 
Balclwin, T. B. Peddie, lirll. 'l'. B. Pccldie nml Jonathan I,ong11tn-et. 
Amc111:; tlaose i:OW lh·ing who hn,·e been for year!! conspicuon11 
helpers nrc: R~,·. O. P. Uache11, l>.D., a member of the hoanl 
almost from the lil·sL, and Re,·.\\'. \'. \Vili011. wl10 took upon 
himself, withot1t ex;,en!le to the board, the rai,;ing of money for 
the !111\ing of the school. The llCbool now has ii prochtcth·e 
endowment of one lnmdrecl amt 11e,·enly thoui,;nml clollan;. It ha11 
n library of fi,•e thousand ,·olumes. It h:u1 n complete scientific 
outfit. It has bent1tiful grott11ds, nrte11iau wnter for 1i.,;e in the 
11ehool, n11d a 11ew dining-hall co11ting thirty tbottsand clollani. 

God a11d good men ha,·e· watchecl o,•er iL11 past. It ill prayer­
fully hoped that the futttre will· be, under the guiding band of 
God, tn~re ricl1ly bla,;ed. The followi11g haYe !len·~,1 Ill\ prin­
cipals: 

Edgar a11d Edwin Haas, A.:M.', 1865-69. 
H. A. Pratt, A.M., 1869-74. 
La Roy F. Griffin, 187-1,-75. 
Re,•. E. P. Bond, 1875-76. 
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Rte\·. E. J. A,·ery, A.:M., 1Sj6-82. 
Rt\·. John Green, Ph.D., 1882-89. 
Herbert E. Sla\1ght, A.ll., 188g-92. 
Re,•. Joseph E. Perry, Ph.D., 1892,-the present competent prin­

clp1d. 
'rhe pre;e11t bonrd of officer11 ore :-
Hon Jnmei,; B\tchnnnn, President, Trenton; Rt\·. 0. P. Boches, 

D.D., 111t \'ice-Pn."llident, Hightstown; Rev. T. S. Griffith!!, 2d 
Vice-Pre11iclent, Princeton J1111ctio11; HE Dent", Secretory, Flem­
ington ; Rev. \V. V. WilHOn, Trea11urer, New l\1011111outh ; Thomas 
Burrowes, Keyport: Alla S11ydam1 I:temington: J. C. Huclinnnn, 
D.D., Pemberton; Rev. \V. \V. Ca.o;e, West Hoboken; Hon. Jos. 
H. Gn.°'kill, llount Holly ; Rev. G. W. Clark, D.D,, Hight'!• 
town: John \V. llount, Red Bank; Richard A. Leonard, Atlantic 
Highlnnds; R. F. West, Hamilton Square: J. R. Manning, D.D., 
Red Bank ; Hon. Geo. G. Smith, Lnkew00<l ; John E. Allen, 
Higl1tstown ; Joseph D. Chamberlin, Hight'ltown ; Stepbe11 H. 
Plum, Newark; S •. V. Hul11e, Newark ; liiss Elsie D. Pedclie, 
Newark; Re,·. Chnrlei; H. Dodcl, Newark: Henry U. Colemn11, 
Trenton ; R. ll. I.uther, D.D., Newark ; Gilbert A. Rue, Dutch 
Neck ; Duncan D. Parmly, Middletown. 

THE SOLDlEllS' llONUl\IENT. 
; On the 30th of :March, 18661 the Common Council of the 
borough or Higbt'ltown appointed Mes11rs. Charles Keeler, A. J. 
Smith, Jacob Stults, C, W. Moun~ and T. C. Pearce a commitlc.-e 
to cle,·ise means for the erection of a monument to the soldiers 
who hntl gone from tliis towm;hip, and had died. The first meet­
ing ur the committee Wtlll helcl 011 April 12tl1, 18661 at the Gaz,•11,• 
office, Another meeting was held on t\1e 18th of the some 111011th, 
when the follo\\ing }lersons were ndded to the committee : l\-lisse11 
Maggie llorri!lOn, llary Norton, Mar)• E. Smith, l\lrs. 0. H. 
Reed, Mrs. Charle!! Keeler, ?.lrs. Dr. C\1rry, i\lrs. J. S. Reed nml 
Mr. Clark H. Sih·ers. The places mode· vncant by .death, were 
fillecl by l\Ui-.-«:s I,izzie Morrison nnd Elmira Sih-ers. 

Menus to raise a 111om1ment f11nd were adopted. · Mayor Shon­
gle ii;s11e<l a proclamation in behalf of the cause; Rev. J. G. 
Symmes, of Cranbury, delh·e1cd-the oration, and the committee 
nettc:cl n handsome smn. By various festivals and in other way!I 
the :1\1111 of 011e lho\lsaml dollars wns raised, 
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The monument, which ii; of the finest Italian marble, was 

erected at the junction of Stockton and llorrison street,;, and 
un,·eiled on July 5th, 18751 with appropriate ceremonies. Ii: is 

· abottt twenty-three feet from ape.-c to foundation, and rests upon a 
base of American granite nearly five feet square and two feet 
high. On n moulding one- foot high l"Ci-ll'i the first clie, a cube of 
three feet, on the faces ef which are inscribed the names of the 
clend 110idiers of East Windsor to,vnship, thirty-fi,.-e in all. The 
seconcl die is two feet nnd a-half square. 011 tl1i.11 die is a cap 
moulding eight inches in height, 11p011 which rests the shaft, nine 
nml a-half feet high. A cnrving in full relief of a Springfielcl 
rifle, a i;tm1clard ancl a sword, nil f111l si?.e, nre 011 tl:e front of the 
shaft. Major T. B. Appleget, of the Ninth New Jersey Vohm­
teers, carriecl the sword, nncl :\Ir. Thoma.,; l\J. Scroggy, of the 
Tenth New Jersey Volunteen;, carried the rifle 11,;ed a.'I a moclel 
in tl1is work. 

The shaft is sunnounted by a cap, on which rei;t,; a ball, and 011 
this is perched a life-sil'-ed ·eagle. 

•rHE SECOND FIUl-.l l~NGINn. 

In tl1e year 1866 the Co11m1011 Council appointed a committee 
of fi,•e to ascertain the cost of a fire engine. Committee : Messrs. 
A. J. Smith, J. C. Norris, Charles Keeler, S. Holcombe, E. R. 
Cole. Committee reported, and the purchase wa.11 made in New­
ark, consisting of a hancl-engine, hose-carriage and 500 feet of 
hose, at a CO.'lt of $1,250. The apparatus arri,·ecl 011 Saturday 
night, May 19th, of the above-named year, and wa.,; safely hou.11ed, 
awaiting a trial of its merits. On the :Monday follo,,ing it was 
brought 01,t and prepared for nction. The following were some 
of the charter members of the fire company organized abottt this 
elate: S, Holcombe, A. J. Smith, Charles Keeler, J. C. Norri,;, 
E. R. Cole, T. C. Pearce, Edward Taylor, William R. Norton, 
T. ?vI. Scroggy, Jncob Stttlto;. 

ST. JAl\lES A. !ti, J~. CHUUCH. 

St. James A. M. E. Cbttrch · was fottnded in 1868 by Re\·. W. 
W. Grimes, together with Messri;. George l\fartin, Stephen 
Brannugb and James AugustltS. A few eantest persons banded 
them~lves together near Cranbury in the year 1852, led by l\Ir, 
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GL-clrl,,e Mnrtin, :\Ir. Robbins and R::icbel kins, wbo, with otben;, 
met at clifi"ercnt houses for n long time with inc:ren.o;ing numbers. 
I>ttring this time they hnd no pn..;tor. The fin;t pastor wn.i; Re,•. 
\V. D. Sclmnnnn, who Inhered \\itlt them for a long time. Fol­
lo\\ing him were Re,·s. Cnto, Snwyer 1111<1 O11bin. Finding an 
incren."ing interest in the llaster'11 work, they clecidecl to bttild n 
cln1reh. In the year 1868 n clmrch forty feet by forty wn11 erected, 
nt a co11t of thirteen lmmlrecl nml 1;ixty dollnrs, on a lot clonnted by 
lirs. Robert E. Morrison, locnted 011 Summit street. It wn."l nt 
tlii11 time that Re,·. W.W. GrimeN wm; 11e11t to them by the A. )I. 
E. Conference. Those wl10 were most energetic in the building 
of the elmrch aml it,; ,·nrious brnnches of work were Mr. George 
llartin, :\Ir. amt :\I~. D. Wyole:11 :\lary H:1rriN, together \\ith n 
few others. The following pnstors hnye sen·ed: Re,-s: J. V. 
Pierce, E. !.aws, A. C. Crippen, C. c: Green, J. H. Wittaker, 
Gilbert ').\'ater11, J. H. Pierce, 1880-81 : :.\1. lI. Dent, 1881-84: F. 
T. WebNter, 1884-86: Wilson Peter.;on, 1886-87: Da,·icl S. 
Bayard, 1887-go: _W. H. Burrell, 1890-93, and Re,·. G. R. Hub­
bard, the pre11ent ,·ery able pastor, wbose pnstornte began in the 
year 1893. Dr. Charleii C. Blnu,·elt, ·nt hb; own expense, pre­
sented tbe ehurcb with their first Bible. Tl:ie church for n long 
time wns as.o;i11tecl by two otber cln1rches, but now it i11 independent 
aml in a prospero11.i; condition. It maintains a Sabbath-school, 
Christian Endea,·or Society, l\lissiouary Society and Helping 
Hanel Bancl. It!I present membership is thirty. Its officers are 
Re,·. G. R. Hubbard, pastor: trustees nnd stewnrdo;, Jes.o;ie 
Fraizer, Samuel Cono,•er, \Villiam Commauder, Jeremiah Coff­
man, George W. Wooley aml Alfred Rock ; stewardesses, Eliza­
beth Betts, Eliza Morris, Vergie Frazer, Harriet Rock, Lizzie 
Hubbard, Joanna Woolley and Ellen Cono,·er. 

HIOHTATOW.Y LODGE, NO, 27, I, 0, of G, T, . . 
. This Loclge was organi:i:ed in the old Baptist brick chapel, l\:Iarch 

25th, 1868, with the following charter members: Rev. Lyman 
Cha.i;e, l\Irs. Dell S. Chase, "\\', H. Chase, Mi'IS Addie Silvers, 
:\li11.11 Almira Silvers, 1\-liss Laura Sih•ers, l\lrs, O. H. Reed, .l\lrs. 
J. C. Norris, John Woolley, John C; Johnson, Joseph R. C. John­
son, Charles W. :\fount, George Allsho\tse and .l\:lic;s Maggie 
Paxton. In tl1e Fall of 1878 this Lodge Sltspended. 
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llEUCER LODGB, XO, 22, I{. 111• P. 

:\Iercer Lodge wn:1 ei1tnbli11herl June ~th, 1869, with nineteen 
charter members, ,iz.: Freclerick J. Ki1111ler, Jo:ieph Smith, 
Robert M. Enrly, E. C. Richnrd110n, Cbarle11 E. Woudwnrd, I. P. 
Goldy, Burtiss :\Ingill, Cbnrle11 H. t•embrook, A. R. Ogbom, 
James Exton, John :\I. Dey, <;;corgr: E. Pienoon, George W. 
Eldridge, Snmuel L. Wright, C. C. )lc:\lichnel, Wi\\inm H. Cnrr. 
Francis P. Cnrr, George ll. Kin~ler aml Howard Asbton. 

ST. ANTllONY'S CHL'HCH. 

The Romnn Catbolic congregation at Hight11town wn!I first 
organized in I874, by Frederick Kh·r:litx, rector or the Ronum 
Catholic church nt Freehold, X. J. Instrttctions ,in Christian 
do.:trine were gh·en at lenst once a week to the young. :\Inss was 
celebrated only about fh·e .or six times n year. 'l'he cougregation 
being ,·el')" limitecl in m1mber, not exceeding twenty-fh•e persons. 
110 thought or building n church wns entertained. All sen•ices 
were held in the clwelling-hou:;e of the lnte Jnmes Dullard. Rt. 
Rr:,•. B. Cnrey took charge or tl1e pari11h or Perrineville October 
27th, I884, nnd nt the !;ntlle <lnte he hncl the n<lministrntionof Eng­
lishtown and Hightstown. Ser,·ices were conti1111ecl nt the Dullard 
re11ide11ce up to s.'licl elate: then, wishing to be more central, 
service!\ were held in a frame b\tilding in the center of town (now 
lnw office of l\lr .. S. lI. Schenck, E.,;q. ), till the completion or the 
new edifice or St. Anthony of Pnclun. In 1885 Re,·. B. Carey 
purchn.11ed or W. J. Cole three lot,; for the 11um of $.l,25. The cor­
ner stone of 11aicl church was lnicl October 26th, I886, by Re,·. 
Anthony Smith, V. G. The chl!rch was bllilt and complr:tccl 
June 8th, I887, by the lnte George .lliller, nt the ndclitional ex­
pense of $2,620. 111 the year 1891 the aclministrntion wn11 given 
to the Franciscan Fathers, of Trenton, 'N. J. At this elate sen·ices 
are conducted every 11eeoncl Smulny by Rev. Atoy11 :\I.. Fish, Ph. 
· n., (priest i~1 charge), of Trenton, N. J. 

HIGHTSTOWN l::S-DEPEYUENT. 

The Hi.,,rl,lslow,, /11dcpe11di•11I was e11tnblisltcd in June, 18761 

hn,·ing for its first editor W. G. Hambly, of Cros.11\\icks. After 
four issues the editorship wns tunied o,•er to R. :u; J. Smith, 



E.i;q., \\"ho 1111.11 e\"er 1,;1ice oc:c\lpied thnt p01o;tio11, with the excep­
tio11 of 011e yenr, when :\Ir. Jolt11 P. Dt111:m1, 110\\" city editor of the 
7"r,•11/011 Ti111ts, had clmrge of the 1111me. The motto of the pnper 

h:L11 always bee11 "A 1J1ediu111 of ptiblic e,cprao;io11-tbe bei1t i11ter­
eiit11·of tltii. co111111u11it:r ii. ito; nim." It is, i11 politics, i11depe11de1it 
i11 expre.11..,ion aml local i11 it,; news, endea,-oring to gh·e tl1e home 
items of interest in tlti!I nncl tl1e ,·ariou.11 localitie.o; in tlli.,; i;ection. 
The eclitor. llr. R. l\I. J. Smith. i!I widely known n.o; a prominent 
lawyer. He i!I a son of the late R. M. Smith, amt grcat-gmndson 
nf Cnpt. William Smith (mentione,l). 

Kt--:CONI> SUN, HOT MOON, G. K. I>. 30:J. 

Co!ll!IION ERA, June 2d. 188,i.. 

Pawnee Tribe. No. 70. Imp'd O. R. M. was instituted at 
Hight.'ltown by the follo\\ing Great Chief.,; of New Jersey: Great 
prophet, Daniel M. Ste,·e11.'I; great 11acltem, Reuben L. Howen ; 
gn:nt ~nior sngamnre, Clark Cole ; grcnt junior !lllgamore, Sanmel 
L, Dllrnnd : great chief of rt.-conls, John Davis. With the follow­
ing chnrter membel'II: 

A. S. Hand, W. Irving Norton, J. V. D. Beekman, E.T. Cnn­
ninghnm, B. P. Stout, Harry H. Crispin, Lo;nac I. Wolcott, Jo.o;eph 
A. Shinn, E. ll. Norrii1, Job S. Rogen;, Dr. George E. Titlls, 
Syncell11.o; llotuit, S. G. Forman, James :.\lartin, Joseph H. Smith, 
Chnrles W. Slltphin, R. R. 'l'homn.o;, D. W. Me:t!1t1roll, Charle!! 
H. Pembrook, Joh11 R. Shangle. The follo,,i11g were dnly 
elected officer.'! : 

Prophet. A. S. Hn11d: sachem, ,v. I. Norton: He11ior 11Ugnmore, 
H. H. Cri!lpin : jllnior sagamorc, Dr. Gt.'<>rge E. Tit\1!1 ; chief of 
reconli1, l!lnac I. Wokott: keeper of \\"lllllpmn, · John V. D. Beek­
ma11. The fnllo,,ing appointed chief.-1 : 

Firlit 11m11111p, E. 'l'. Cunningham ·: !leCOncl !llltmnp, Charles H.' 
Pembrook; fil'llt war.rlor, S. G. Fonnn11: seconcl warrior, D. "'· 
llemmroll: third warrior, Sy11t.-ell\1!1 ·Mo\111t; fo11rth warrior, H. P. 
Sto\lt ; firi1t brn,·e, Jo.o;eph H. Smith ; !leCOnd brn,·e, Jo:,;eph A. 
Shi11n: thircl brave, Joh11 R. Sha11gle: fcmrth brn,•e, Chnrle11 W. 
Sutphin ; gmml of wigwam, R. R. Tho.mall ; gtinnl of forest, 
Job S. Rogers. · 
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THE THIRD PllU~ l~:S-CH:SI•:. 

In 1887 an appnratu.,; c:unsb1ti11g of a "Butto11" 11team fire 
engi11e, No. 195, two.ho.c;e carriagei;, ::uul 1,000 feet of ho.'le. were 
purcba.c;ed at Waterford, N. Y •• at a co11t or $3,500. P11rcba.-;i11g 
committee, \V. H. Carr, D. H. Cunningham nml Cha.,;. J. Hn7.ard. 

Fi\•1: htmclrecl feet hose, extrn, bought in 1894. 
The fir1: compnny \\'all orgnni7.ecl Febmnry 3rd, 1S8;, ,,itb the 

following charter members : 
Pre11ident, Cha.11. J. Hn7.ard: Vice Pre!liclent. E. E. Ancler110n: 

Secretary, Frank T. l\fagown: Tren11nrer. J. V. D. Beekmn11. 
A11cliting Committee, J. A. Tnylor, W. D. Wear, E.T. Cmmi11g­
lm111: Steward, Aaron Savidge: Fon11nn, C. J. Ha7.nrd: Fin;t 
A11si11tnnt, Jeremiah Brnmlt; Seco11d A.,;.-;istn11t, I~. \\'. Gro,·er; 
Engineer, I. I. \Volcott: First A11..;i11tnnt, Aan>n Sn,·idg1: : Secoml 
A.,;.~istm1t, Thomas Ryan. James Doran, E. H. Reed, \'oorbee:i 
Pullen, E. J. Dillen, E. H. Golcly, R. B. Lnn11h1g, Geo. C. Nor­
ris, W. J. Burr, Chn.11. Manlo,·e. Jr., Adolplms lles..;lor, C. E. 
Stult.;, D. H. Cunningl1am, \\'. H. Van Marter, Frank Reamer, 
D. A. Van Doren, Frank Kelly, Herhert Carr, Peter Hamler, Jos. 
Warwick, Tho:;. MeI,n11ghlin., i\Ieh'ille Pttlfon. S. G. Forman, 
'l'. 1:. Pearce. 

A Hook nml Laclder Tn1ck wn11 purchased in Trenton, in 1889, 
for SS5.oo. 

w1:s1~mLD MCO'l'T HANCOCI{ POS'I'. :so. 10;, n. A. H. 

This lodge wn.c; h~stituted in Hight,;tuwn, At1g1111t 11,t, 18S9, 
\\ith the following charter memben; : 

W. 1'. Aeken;on, A. S. Appleget, Geo. Ynn :Marter, E. Rhod1:11, 
Chns. H. Perrine, Eclgnr Embley, J. \\'. Hnntler, Solomon Sickle, 
John E. Ford, l~11nrd Conoyer, Snnmel \\"eb11ter, \\'. F. Lott, 
R1:v. O. P. Eaches, Henry A. Rogen;, Stephen l\lcChesney, 
l\-Intthew Lmming, Chas. H. Pembrook, A. C. Doyle, •rhomns 
Coward, J. P. Jol111110n, Chester E. P11llen, John G. Hampton, 
Milton J. Ive.,; nncl Henry Disbrow. 

Firlit officel'll were: Conummder, \V. T. Aekenion: S. \'. Co111-
111nncler, W. F. Lott: J. V. Co111111n11der, Solomon Sickle; Officer 
of thi: Day, A. S. Appleget: Q11arter Mn1•ter, B1lgnr Embley; 
SJunrter M. Sergeant, Chester E. Pullen: Ch11plai11, Re,·. 0. P. 
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Eaches: Officer of G\tnrd, J. P. Hnmler: Sergeant :\Injor, John 
E. Ford: S\trgeon, Dr. J. P. Johnson: Adjutnnt, Chas. H. 
Pembrook. 

HIGH'rSTOWX c:nuxcu., No. 10. ,JU:SIOH. ()UUER OF 
U~ITl~D AllEIUCAX lU~CH:\'SICS. 

lnstitutecl September 25tl1, 1Sgo, in Dnwes' Hnll. Original 
cl1arter list.: Councilor, D. A. Van Doren ; Vice Councilor, 
C. Houd Cole: Recorcling Secretary, William P. liorris, Assistnnt 
R1.-cording Secretary, C. P. Pullen; Fina,icial Secretnry, Willa.rd 
C. Pullen: Trens\trer, Dn,i1l Cole; Conductor, F. Y. Bodine: 

, Wnrclcn, A.~- Jolm!IOn: Imiitle Rentiuel, l'I. P. Sutphin: Out­
~itle Sl!ntine\, G. \\'. Henr3,·: Jr. Pm1t Councilor, L. W. Pullen: 
Trustees, J. L,'lir<l, F. Pl11leu, Thos. :\IcCo\gon; Representa.th·c:s 
to Stnte Council, D. A. Van :Qom,, L. W. Pullen: Reprcseutn­
tive to F1111eml Benefit As.o;ociation, D. A. Van Doren. 

Oltll~N•r,u. ,.01>01~. 'So. l80, i,mx.1~:NNIAI, I.l~\GUI~. 

This lotlge was orgnnixecl September 3otb, 1890. The charter 
members were: Charles E Cole, John \V. Unrl)", S11nlforci G. 
11onnnn, Chark-s H. Pembrook, Willinm L. Wilbur, M. D., E,1-
wnrc\ T. Wright, \V. S. Jemii-1011, William T. Mo1111t, Omar Pn\­
mer, Elwoo,1 Elc\riclge. Cltarles Keeler, Ira Vnger, G. H. Frank­
lin, M. D., George Van M!lrter ancl George W. Conover. The 
lodge meets on the l!eCOnd and fo11rtl1 Monday evenings of cnch 
111011th, in the roon1s of the Grn11d Am1y Post. ': 

HIGHTSTOWN COUNCIL, No. 40, DAUGHTElts OF 
LIBEU.TY. 

, Instituted July 23d, 1895, in Red Men's Lodge~room, witl1 the 
following officers: Couucilor, Mrs. Gertnide Donnell ; As.o;ociate 
Col111cilors, l\[rK. Lixxie Sutphi11, Mrs. Lixzie Laird ; Vice Coun­
cilor, Mrs. Mary Vnn Marter; Junior ex-Past Councilor, l\tr. L. 
W. Pulle11: Junior ex-Associate Co1111cilor, Mr. D. B. Messlor; 
R.ecortling Secretary, Mrs. Mary A.' Pullen : Associate Secretary, 
Mi.'lli Lizzie Kirby ; Financial Secretary, )irs. Clara l\Iesslor ; 
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•rreasurer, Mrs. Lb:xie Ely ; Cuiclc, lfary E. A. Gorden ; Inside 
Protector, Mrs. Corn Compton: Outo;ide Protector, l\lrs. llnggie 
\Vil!IOn; Tru.o;tees, Mei1.o;rs L. \V. I•utten, \V. H. Van l[arter aml 
::\-Iis.11 Jennie Cole; Represe11tnth•es to St:ite Council, L. \V, 1•ut1en, 
D. B. Mes.o;lor. 

WASHINGTON CA:\IP, Nn. :17, P. 0, ·s •• it· A. 

This order ,va.o; instituted in Highlo;towu, Jnnt1nry 8th, 1896, 
with the following officers: President, Samuel 1:ryer ; Vk-e-Presi­
deut, C. Edward Lucas; Past Vice-President, Joel \V. llcDa.niel; 
:Ma.o;ter of Fonns :md Ceremonies, Clarence :\[. Waddy ; Record­
ing Secretary, l\Ia1'!1e11a Van Doren: Financia.l Secretar)·, Da.vid 
H. Mcs.o;lor: Inspector, Anthony N. JohnlW)n; Outside Gua.rd, 
John Lewis ; Comluclor, Jnmes Taylor ; Right Senlim:l, Geo. R. 
Anderson : Left Sentiilel, Wm. B. Craig : Chaplain,' Wm. J-I. 
Va.n Marter ; Trea.surer, Wm. E. Dewi11 ; Trustees, Wn1._H. Va.n, 
l\fa.rter, M. Waddy, C. E. Luca.,;, 

HIGHTl4TOW~ IN 18DO. 
The ca.11ual observer of Highlo;town to-day woul<l be irnpl'e!l,'le(] 

by its unique geographical position, it,; exceptional healtbfulneis, 
ill! conservatism and ibl religiott.,; ttndercnrrent. Highlo;town is ; 
bea.utiful village of nbont 2,000 inhnbitnnlo;, situat\.'<l in the midsl 
of n rich f11m1i11g eomnnmity, nn<l is nenrly the centre ofo. tria.ngle, 
whO!le angles a.re Trenton, Princeton and Monmouth, tbe fnmoui 
lmtUefiel,ls of Revolutionary times. It is nearly e(Jtti-dista.nt fron 
New York and Philaclelphia, being situated between tlie two cities, 
with a. goocl train sen•ic:e, over the old Cnmden ancl Amboy mil· 
roacl, clnily. Hightstown has, as mentione,l, two euterprisin~ 
weekly papers, the Gazelle, Titos. B. Appleget, pttblisher, Fml 
B. Appleget, e,litor; and the /11<kp,·11dt'III, R. l\l. J. Smith, edito1 
and proprietor. There nre seven clmrches a.11 follows : Ba.ptL,;t. 
Rev. O. P. Encbe11, D. D., pn.11tor; l'resbyterinn, Rev. Thos. 
Tynck, D. D., pn.,;tor; Universolist, Rev. E. G. 1Iason, pastor 
Methoclist Epi!ICOJ>al, Rc:v. J. I.. Howard, pastor : Episcopal, Rev 
H. L. Pbilli1>s, 11nstor; St. Jo.mes A. M. E., R:ev. G. R. Hubbard 
pastor ; an<l the: Culbolic, with at pre!lent dote, no settled 111i11L'iter 
Rev. Aloys M. 1:isb, Ph. D., Trenton, N. J., Prie.c;t in charge. 
They a.re nil in n vc:ry pro11perous conclition and a.re constnn~l) 
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nclding lo tl11:ir memher.;hip. To tl1e pai;tor:,; of the \'arious 
churches, much of the prosperity and morality of the town is due, 
for tl1ey take a lh-ely interest in all tbnt concen1s the tempoml 
well-being of the commmtity, ns well ns in tbnt which concerns it:. 
111>iritt111l growth. 1'he)' nre in inti:llc.-ct, vigornus nm! di:,;criminn­
ting; in integrity, pure and incorruptible: in manners, affable, 
dignified and polished : in moral!!, spotle:,;.11. They cro\vtl the 
\'1rtt1es of the man by the pllre piety nnd 11incere religion of the 
,tevout and humble christinn. They have won, in an eminent 
degree, the re11pect, lo\'e nncl conli,lence of their fellow-citb:ens. 

Highto;town ill justly proud of her eth1cationnl facilitiell. 
The l'eddie Inlltitute, one of the largellt preparatory 11ehoolii in 

the State, hall long 11ince taken nmk among the leading institlltiom1 
ofit,; kind in the country. Il11 president i11 Rev. Joseph E. Perry, 
Ph. D., who ii. supported by n most exce11ent fnclllty. A beauti• 
fut ni1d commodiou.o; Pt1blic School building has recently been built 
"' a eust of $1_2,000, Ito; principal is Theo. Green, who is ably 
n.'lllisted by a competent botly of trncher11, 110111e of. whom were 
pupils of the very efficient ini;tn1ctor, W. W. Swett, n former prin• 
cipal.. Bc:.i,le11 the abo,•e, there are si:\·eral excellent pri,·ntc 
1ehools, and n Kindergarten. 

One National Bank ,toes the financial busine:,;.o; of the town amt 
vicinity. It is inn very pro.o;perou11 condition, nml is managed by 
n careful corps of a.o;.o;istanl'I, l1encled by Jos~ph H. Johne!I, cn.,;hier. 
The post office department ill carefully managed by J. l\lount 
~mith, the c11urteous postmaster. Fh·e eminent ph)·sicinn!I look 
nfter the lienlth of the cummunity: Dr. Lloyd Wilb11r, Hon. W. 
L. Wilbur, M. D., Dr. G. H. Franklin, Dr. J.P. Joh1111on, and 
Dr. Geo. E. Titus, together with three skilled denti11l'I, Dr. C. J. 
Ha1.arcl, Dni. Aaron and Tracy Dnwei;. 

liighto;town ii; also pmud of her Assemblyman, Hon. William 
L. Wilbur, M. D., whose large mental powers, nm! the high 
esteem in which he is held, well fitted him to become the promi­
ne:1t representative •. The Doctor is a KDn of Dr. Lloyd Wilbur, 
ex-Cottnty Superintendent, nucl n brother of Dr. Fmnk Wilhttr, a 
1>ro111inent physician or Asbury Park. 

The connnmtity is honoree! with the ,·ery estimable Mrs. Robert 
E. liorriKOn as lier oldest inhabitant, who iK 98 years old This 
mninblc Chrh1tinn wo111an still retaius to n remnrkable degree her 
hodil)· nnd mental vigor, nml conthmc.-,; to tuke :111 acth•e interest 
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l
t,•ery-cl11y e,•enl"i. :\lfl4. l\InrriKUn belongs to the Swill: families, 
Pem1sylv111iia, :ind was boni in the'same house in which Robt:rt 
!ton fil"llt snw tl1e light. The old f.'lnn hou.,;e is still st11nding 
Lanca!lter count)', 1>11., 1111d ill known a!I "The Ft1lton Home." 
e is the mulhc:r of llisi1es Maggie amt I.izxie lforrison, of 

Hight'ltnwn, nm! lln;. Jacob Stnlt.'1, of Long Branch. 
· There are tlm."C nhlc lawyers-~. :\1. Schenck, R. :\I. J. Smith 

• nncl A. S. Applegct. 
• Within the past )'1mr 11 system or w11ter works ha.11 been e.11tab­

, lishe1l, which is llll: must not.'lhle nch•:mce uncl improvement the 
· town hm1 e\•c:r known. From n chain or fonr artesi1111 wells, each 
I 225 foct de1:p, lhe waler is 1mmped into a mlL~'lh•e !lteel stand-pipe:, 
: 100 feet hiRh, Crum which il is distributecl tln:ough mile!! or iron 
: mains to nil 1mrt."i or the to\\'11. A competent analytical chemist 
~pro1101111ccs the: waler J>ure nml healthful. 
l'iiiii'imi~town lms most excelfont protection fron1 fire by menus of 

~rnnls within 100 ft:et or every building in the boro11gh 1111d 
:ienl lire 1lepnrtment, with n powerful stenn1 engine and 
111cl ladder truck in constant renclines.,;. A long dLo;t11nce 

___ ne hm1 recen.tly been put in operation, connecting the town 
with all pnrt'I of the ccmntry. All the lencling societies have large 

· and pro!1J11:ro1t!I urgnnixntions here-Free ancl Accepted liasons, 
• Odcl 1:1:11owi1, Knight'! of Pythias, Red Men, American lie­
. ch1111ics, &c. 

The lxmmgh gn,·en1111ent is as follows: l\Inyor, \V. I. Norton: 
Co1111ci11111:11, William F. I.ott, S. H. Dey, D. A. Van Doren, S. 
Fryer, (}. W. 1:. Hcnnett, Dr. George E. Titus: Clerk, Fred B.; 
A11pl1:gi:t: Assl-i;sur, C. F111ler Perrine; Collector, Charles E.\ 
St11lt.'I: 1'r1::1s11ri.:r, A. S. Yoorhe~; Marshal, Jeremiah Hr.melt :,i 
.lloru111,:h Sulidtor, R. M. J. Smith. Board or Henlth-W. J.i 
:Norton I pr1:i;hlc:11tl, H. J. Roge111, Charles E. St1tlt11, Dn\;d Cole 

olm C. ~h1:il1ll•, 1:r1:d B. Applcget (im1pector), Dr. William I. 
,Wilb11r lmedit·ul din:ctnr). Water Comn1ii;.,;ionel'!I-A. S. Vonr 
bees, \V. I. Nurlun, J~. M. Norris. 

Few lowns 1:i111 lxmi;t ur h1:ller general henlthfulne!l.11, le!!.'1 1le1J 
1etler dmrdll'll, )'llrer water, less suffering from po\'erty, uetli; 
tol'l!!I, ul:lll:r fin: 11rul1:cliu11, better i;chools, better boarding nc.,1j 

n111101l:1lin11:;, IK:ll1:r luculiun, better homes, or 111ore enterprisl; 
bnn the bunmgh ur llighli;luwn. 






