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FAMllff 

NAMES 

HEUOl:W OF BENJ.A:MIN 
F,8'J'HRR TAYLOR. HALL. 

BORN MARRIED 

AND 

:IJIED 
Benjamin Green May · 27, 1772, in date u n k n o w n, 

probably in Deer­
field, Oneida Co., 

1852 in Wilna, N. Y. 
Hall state of R. I. on 

the mainland op­
posite island of 
R. I. 

N. Y. to Ester 
Taylor. 

Esther 
Hall 

T a y I o r Oct. 26, 1781. date unknown, to Feb. 15, 1843 of 

• \zariah Hall 

Sylvester Ha.II 

Lydia Hall 

Hiram Hall 

Solomon Hall 

Luther P. Hall 

Nicholas G. Hall 

J<Jliza Ann Hall 

Benj. G. Hall. putrid sore throat 
at Wllna, N. Y. 

Nov. 24, 1805, in date unknown, to Dec. 15, 1833 of . 
Deerfield, N. Y. a Miss Sherward, erysipelas in Og-

l!rockville, Can- densburg, N. Y. 
ada. 

Aug. 23, 1807, in Sept. 7, 
Deerfield, N. Y. Rebecca 

bury. 

1833 to .July 27, 1891 
Water- Wood Lake, 

dysentery. 

at 
of 

.Jan. 3, 1809, ln About 1831 to David at WIina, N. Y. 
Deerfield, N. Y. B. K i n n e y at 

Sacketts Harbor. 

1811, i n Wilna, to Charlotte Cowen At four years of 
N. Y. at Wilna, N. Y. age, Dec. 29, '18. 

.June 14, 1814, in about 1840 to Ruth about 1890. was 
Wilna, N. Y. WiJlia.nis at Wil" blind in his old 

na, N. Y. age. 
1816, probably in 

Wllna. 

Sept. 23, 1819, in Unmarried. April 1-2, 1844 ot 
Wilna, N. Y. consumption at 

WIina. 
Oct. 26, 1822, in to Simeon Plantz, a 

WIina, N. Y. worthless fellow. 





FAMTLY HECORD OF SHADRAUK AND . .\NNA LI8-
cm,rn WATERBURY. 

NAMES BORN MARRIED DIED 
Shadrack Water- May 2nd, 1780 in 1809 • at Massena, Sept. 17, 1837 at 

bury Stamford, Conn. N.- Y. to · Anna Massena, N .. Y. 
Liscomb. 

Anna L i s c o m b O c t. 3, 1790 in to Shadrack Water- May 31, 1832 at 
Waterbury · Hartland. v er- bury. Massena, N. Y. 

mont. 

Rebecca Waterbury .T"':JC 24, 1810 in 
Massena, N. Y. 

Sept. 7, 1833 to 
Sylvester Hall at 
Massena. 

March 3, 1878 a.t · 
St. Paul, Minn. 
of erysipelas after 
a surgjcal opera­
tion . 

.J o·h n Darrow f'eb. 6, 1812 in Nov. 21, 1843 to 
~'aterbury Massena. Arnetta Mott at Feb. 26, 1897 a.t 

Whitewater. Aztalan, Wis . 

. -,ndrew ,~raterbury .Tan. 3, 1816 at Mas- 1842 to Adela.Ide Sept. 1847 at Lake 
sena.. Fletcher, Aztalan, Mills, Wis. 

Wis. 

Levi E. Waterbury Mar. 2:!. 1 ~18 n t Caroline Colburn, Mar. 1893 at Mas-
sena. 'f ' ,, tJ 7 .f..,rc., ~ 
~--- . /7 /, 

Massena. at Massena, N. Y. 

;\far I a -1<' a. n n 1',e Aug. 16, 1820 at .Tehiel Stone at 
~Vater~ury. V Massena. Massena, N. Y. 

Aug. 1867 at Azta-
. Ian, Wis. 

Louisa Waterbury Feb. l 3, 1822. Mas- .\lexa.nder Earl at Ja,.·. 22, 1903 attf41r;L 
F~ie, 
Wisc~~ 

sena. JMassena. / f'-f .,J... 
, 0...,.,-20, I yf"r' 

Sarah Ann ·water- .Tune 8, 1825, Mas- Oct. 28, 1861 to L. ,\ug. 7, 1888 at 
bury sena, N. Y. S. Wright, at ~n, Wis. 

Pa?•Kl!lfll' N. Water­
bury 

Henry Waterbm-y 

,,:olomon Schofield. 
Waterbury 

:--lov. 24, 1827 at 
Massena. 

April 12; 1830, Mas­
sena, N. Y. 

Dec. 0. 1833, Mas­
sena, N. Y. 

Aztalan, Wis. :J.~ ~ 
1852 to Mary Red- .June 26, 1889 ~at 

dington at Mas- ~. Wis.9 
sena. · 

1856_.Jo Avis· V.7hite ~-r:.2, 
~ at Aztalan, Wis. , " 
a c,..,-,... ... , ·I q O 8'°" . / 8- 8' 
:--:ov. 18, 1856 to Cobl&, .. q; .. . ¼.­

Ann Willi'! at vv-~ lq. I I') I z_ 
Aztalan, Wis. -.J • 7 

l•:lecta . .\. 
bury 

Water- .July 27, 1835, Mas- 1853 to Smith Red- Jan. 1854-5 at Az-
sena. dington in N. Y. ton, Wis. 

(lrudence 
bury 

Water- Feb. 6, 1814, Mas- to Ben_jamin Bab- 1892 a.t FaJI Rivtp", 
sena, N. Y. cock. tira,r ~___,_'fJ 





FAMJLY RECORD . OF SYLVESTER AND REBE(1('~A 
WATERBURY HALL. 

NAMES BORN 
Sylvester Hall son Aug. 23, 1807, in 

of Benj. G. and Deerfield, N, Y., 
Esther Hall .Jefferson Co. 

Rebecca W. Hall, June 24, 1810 In 
daughter of Massena. 
Shadrack Water-
bury 

MARRIED 
Sept. 7, 1833 to 

Rebecca Water­
bury at Massena 
by Rev. Azarrah 
Hall. Witnesses: 
Jphn D. Water­
bury and . Park 
N. Waterbury. 

DIED 
July 27, 1891, at 

Wood Lake, 
Minn., Yellow 
Medicine Co. · 

March 3, 1878 at 
St. Paul, Minn., 
Ramsey Co. 

Sha.drack Azarlar, .Tuly 15, · 1835, In Oct. 20, 1865 to Hattie Hough died 
Wilna, N. Y. Hattie Hough. April 3, 1866, at 

Aag. UI, 1868, to Madison, Wis. 

. \nna Hall 

Isabelle Louisa 
Hall 

Andelucia Hall 

Benjamin 
Hall 

Green 

Leona Knapp. 

August 3, 1837, in Nov. 4, 1858 to B . 
Wilna, N. Y., N. Tibblls, 
Jeff. Co. 

June 12, 1840, in Aug. 1, 1867, to 
Wilna, N. Y. James A. Cogh-

Ian. 

April 24, 1843, in April 5, 1873 to 
Wilna, N. Y. Andrew C. East-

man. 

:July 10, 1845, in Sept. 3, 1893 to 
Wilna, N. Y. Lillian Wheeler. 

Rinal(lo J<Jdwin Han March 3, 1849, in Jan. 23, 1884 to 
M e d i n a, Wis., Annie E. Smith. 
Dane Co. 

Frank W. Hall Feb. 4, 1853, In Nov. 25, 1876 to 
Medin a, Wis., Mary J. Tuttle. 
Dane Co. 

Died Oct. 27, 1883 
at Wood Lake, 
Minn. 





FAMILY RECORD OF CHARLES BUTLER KNAPP AND 
WIVES. 

NAMES BORN 
J ha r 1 es Butler Aug. 24th, 1805. 

Knapp 

:r,IARRIED 
1st. To Catherine 

McIntyre, Aug. 
9 t h, 1832, a t 

DIED 
.June 30th, 1890 at 

Wood Lake, Minn. 
84 yrs., 10 m., 6 
days. 

Catherine· McIntyre 1806. Parishville, N. Y. Apr. 5th, 1844, at 
by Rev. Talbot, Bytown CtLnada, Knapp 
St. Lawrence Co. West. 

Mary Ann Blake 
Wal)l:er Knapp 

(married . A p r. 
29th, 1838, to S. 
G. Walker.) · 

Oct. 8th, 1820 in 
N o r t h Enfield, 
N. Hampshire. 

Au re Ii a H ow e .July 10th. 1836. 
Knapp 

Chas. Mc. Knapp Nov. 18th, 1834. 

2. Mary Ann 
Walker at En­
field, N. Hamp­
shire, Sept. 4tn. 
1845, by Rev. M. 
Smith. 

3. Aurelia Howe 
at Waterloo, Wis. 
March 4th, 1869, 
by Rev. J. Mc-

1.Ql~d._ 

Sept. 22nd, 1865 at 
Medina, Wis. 

Nov, 4th, 1886 at 
Wood Lake, Minn. 
of cancer. 

He I en Margaret Sept. 19th, 1836. 2\/ot married. Unknown. When 
Knapp last heard from 

Francis W rig h t April 17th, 1838. 
Knapp 

, at G a 1 v e s t on, 
Texas, on the 
point of leaving 
for S. America. 

Dec. , 24th, 1859 to'!. bnsumptlon in 
Hannah E. King"\ Medina, Wis. 
Waterloo, Wis. 

A I be rt Duncan Feb. 23rd, 1840. :S.ot married. 
Kriapp 

Henry Peter Knapp Jan. 3rd, 1842. :--;ot married.-

.Julia Alvira Knapp May ::7th, 1846 in l<'eb. 22nd, 1868 to 
Bytown Canada, S. A. Squire, by 

Emma 
Knapp 

l~meline 
Knapp 

West. Rev. S. S. Lang, 

Leon a .Jan. 17th, 1850 in .-\ug. 13th, 1868 to 
Medina, Wis. Rev. S. A. Hall, 

by Rev. s. s. 
Lang at Water­
loo, Wis. 

l<Jrmina Oct. 19th, 1851, Not married. 
Medina, Wis. 

Delia Knapp May 7th, 1848, Not married. 
Medina, Wis. 

f[annah 
!jllJb.. 

died 

f',..p'ril 17th, 1862 at 
Nashville, Tenn. 
of typhoid fever, 
while in the U. 
S. army, 3rd 
Regt. Minn. Vol. 

,~g. 14th, 1864;' 
while in the serv:;, 
ice. Co. C., 11th 
Regt. Wis. Vet( 
Vol. • 

June 21st, 1848 at 
Medina, Wis. 





CHILDREN OF MARY A. B. WALKER AND SAMUEL G. 
WALKER. 

NAMES BORN 
Francis M a r i on Nov. 20th, 1840. 

Walker 
Mary Ann Walker March 8th, 1842. 

MARRIED 
To Frank Pattee at 

Enfield, N. H. 
To Will Colville, 

Columbus, Wis. 

DIED 

In the fall of 1874 
at Columbus Co., 
WIS. 

< "IULDH.b~N OF 8. A. HALL A_;\ D WIFE LEONA. 
NAMES BORN 

Chas. l<Tancis Hall Medina, Wis., Aug. 
6th, 1869. 

MARRIED 
to Ruth Irene Fans 

at San Diego, 
Cal., June 25th, 
1900. 

Hattie Leona Hall .Jan. 9 th, 1871, to Berger M. Ham-
W .o o d L a k e, r e a t W o o d 
Minn. L a k e, M I n n., 

May 7th, 1898. 

May Rebecca Hall Nov. 28th, 1874, to Jesse I. Gates, 
W o o d L a k e, Jan. 1st, 1903. 
Minn. W o o d La k e, 

Minn. 

Benjamin Frank .July ·31st, 
Hall Wood 

1879, B. F. Hall mar-

Minn. 
La k e, ried ,Dec. A 27th, 

191j.. 

,\lbert Henry May 6th, , 1881 at to A m a·n d a -S.~ 
Wo.od Lake, Neuman at W. 
Minn. Lake, Jan. 1st, 

f<Jrwln 
Hall 

A z a r I ah .Jan. 22nd, 1889, 
Wood Lake. 
Minn. 

c;enevieve Blanche June 22nd, 1886, 
Risberg Hall, ad- Malma, Sweden. 
rr::.d June 16th, 

Gladys Leona Hall .Jan. 1st, 1898. 
adopted In Hall 
family Feb. 1901. 

1903. 





GENEALOGY OF. SHADRACK AZARIAH HALL. 

Father 
' S1lvester 

Benjamin Green Hall Esther Taylor 

Mother· 
Rebecca W aterhury. 

Hall Unknown 

John Walel'hury 

David -lv aterhury 
I 

John Waterbury 

Taylor Unknown Sh ~- 1_ Anna Liscomb aarai< ·Waterbury . 

Petet Waterbury Lisc6mb Mary SlawllOD 
Suaanna Newkirk 

mother ]'lot known 

Rose, 

,10HN WA'l'EHBURY. 
• La:3t ,lohn W a~erbury 1_uentioned, settled in Stamford, 

Lonn., in 1646. havrn_g been m Watertown Mass i..-" n· ·a I · -, •, =ore avi 
us son, was born, 1655-died on Nov. io. 1706. , 

John, son of Davifl. was horn 1681,.married fo 1710. 
Peter was born. _Nov. 8, 1728; kiJled in a miU, 1818. 
Mary S-lawFon dwo at Massena, N. Y., about 1835. 





WATERBURY ANCEHTOR8 OF S-HADRACK AZAR,TAH 
HALL. 

John Waterbury 
(l\'ife-Rose) 

Rachel 
Parcett 
Sa.ra.h 
Jona.than 
David 

born 16&5 
dieo 1706-

::,ylva.nus 
I 'eter Wa.terbury-Shadrack 

(wife-Mary Slaw- (wife-Anna. 
oon) born 11jff, comb¥ 
died 18U I· George · ,..,, James 

q~ . Solomon 
..; Polly 

~bod< 
~ancY 

Ann 
Sarah 
SuS8.JID8. 
John 
Davtd 

John W. Peter-wife-Mary 
(w ! t e, Susannaispac Slawson 
Newkirk) Sylva.nus 

Rebeoca 
John Darrow 
Prudence 
Andrew 
Levf 
Marla 

Lis Louisa. 
·sara.h Ann 
Parkus 
H,mr,y 
(S. Schofield) 
iElecta.) 

Hannah 
Eliza.beth 
Mary 

Shadra.ck Aza.ria.h 
Anna 
Isabella Louisa. 
Andelucia. 
Benjamin Green 
Rinaldo Edwln 
Fra.nk 'W. 
(father o f above 

children was Syl­
vester Hall) 

a.re children by 
second Wife of 
Sha.dra.ck Water­
bury. 
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My mof1er belonged to the Waterbury family, and I am 
indebted t.o H.oza Waterbury Seeley, of Boulder, Colo., for 
the following record, which she had obtained from Wm. Ferris 
Waterbury; the compiler, who lived in Stalllford, Conn. 

- . S. A. HALL. 

WA'l'ERBURY FAMILY. 
J\merican syn optical genealogical record of the Waterbury 

family of America amongst the oldest in this country, derives 
from England. Records el~ow that two of this family were 
with the earliest settlers. Wm. Waterbury, who with. his wife, 
Alice (Lincolnshire) came in the company of John Winthrop, 

. flrst governor of 1\fassachusett;;, when he brought the charter 
of that colony~ A. D. 1630, and John Waterb~ry, the progeni­
tor of the family in America, who was among the earliest sets 
tiers of Watertown, :\fast<. 

The former, it i':l inferrecl, ~hortly afterward, returned to 
1'Jngland, as no further record is found of them. An old work 
on the "preservation of English family names" inclui:les thi~ 
one as of the Saxon period, derived from the name of the family 
e0 tate. According to the :remnanfa of records and traditions, 
fl branch of an old. aid noble family of Germany," Von_ Wa:s­
gerburg; or Von W azzerburg, very early domiciled in Essex, 
Eng. There were int_ermarriages with prominent Anglo 
Saxon ar.d N orma.n familie;;. The name beeame . Anglicized, 
Waterbury,' identical with Wa~serburg. 

Descendants were not numerous. During the period of 
the Heformation, they <>spomerl that cause, and later some 
were identified with the Puritan element. The parents 11f 

John Waterbury were of this !'-tock. He·was b~rn at the cloa1.• 
of the lGth renlnry, abont A .. D. 1599, or 1600," When a 
comparatively young man; impelled, doubtless as well by the 
spirit of adYenture, as by Purihn influences and principle:;, 
he sought the New World. The records make his first settle­
ment at Watertown, !lfass. 

Here he was a man of some property. and married, per-
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hap.s with one or more children. He sold. out from· here, 
(house and lands,. to Robt. Pierce, of Watertowlll) and re­
moved with l is family to W ither.sfield, and shortly after to 
Stamford, Conn., where he permanently settled, and became 
one of the prornineui men of the locality and according to 
the assessment rolls of the period, one of the largest estate 
holders. 

Tha't he wari ae~ive and zeabus in the civil and religious 
affairs of. the conimunity i:-; e"fablishecl by the records, a11d 
that he was esteemed as a man of character and ability, is evi­
denced. by hi., p.osition a, representative to the General Courr 
at New Haven, Conn.; this be also was to the year of his 
death, which occurred :May 31, 1658. He was· representat~ve 
A. D. 1656-58. He was buried at Stamford. By his wife, 
Hose, he left issue, a.s follows: 

Radie] Barrett, born in \Vatertown. Ma.s~., A. D. 1639. 
Sarah, born at Watertown, 1646. 
,John, born at Stamford, Conn., 1650 . 
• Johnathan, born at Stamford, 1653. 
David, horn at Stamford, 165fi. 
This was the origin of the family in America. Tjle fore­

going are a few riotea from the Waterbury genealogy, which 
I have been compiling for the last two years. 

WM. FERRIS WATERBURY, 
Stamford,· Conn. 

BIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN GREENE HALL. 
By 'Shadrach A. Hall. (Grandso..n) 

Benjamin Greene Hall, · my grandfather, was born in the 
state of Rhode Island, A. D. 1772. His parents, whose Chris­
tian names, 'I am· unable to give, ,y41.re in comfortable cir.cum~ 
dances, living on the shores of Nar;;gansett Bay, over agains: 
the City of Newport. He was named Gr~ene from tlie famil)· 
name of his mother, who was a cousin of the celebrated Gen,-
eral Nathaniel Green of Revolutionary fame. . . 

When I was a small boy, Grandfather Hall ofren . uierl 
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to tell me stories of the Revolutionary war, concerning which 
war I e ha<l a vivid remembrance. His father ,v'as an activi 
\\,Thig, too old for the army, but enrolled in the militia for 
home guard, in whd1 he seems to have been an officer. 
Grandfatl:er said that "meetings of the Whigs were often held 
at tr.eir home, and that cpecial attempts were made by the 
Tories to c-a.pture his father and take him to Newport, as the 
wo1·st rebel in that vicinity.'' 

Foraging expeditions often were sent ove,' by the British 
and 'Tories from Newport, and the Whigs kept sentinels along 
the roast to alarm the people, that they might ·turn but and 
(!efcnd their propel ty. One of these ser;itinels at the Hall 
farm 011e night shot a pony that had been given to grand­
father by his fa.ti-er, mi,taking it in the dim light for the 
enemy. Grandfatr.er told me that in the morning he sat 
t:own 011 the dead pony and bawled. 

The British and TorieR finally burnt ihe hom,e; and 
plundered the estate of the Hall fafrril:y. Grandfather said 
he could remember being waked in the night with the cry, 
"tha.t the Tories were coming," and that they ran away from 
their burning house, he sometimes stubbing his toe and bawl­
ing as he fell clown. He said there were four of their elave~ 
armed. with guns, hidckn in the orchard, but they did not 
dare to t-hoc t. 

At the close of the war, the desolated farm was sold for 
$2,800, the most of which went to pay debts, leavi1;1,g the 
family almost entirel,v penniless. 

When twelve yeal'S old, Grandfather was set to work for 
a Tory, who had kept his home untouched 'by the ravages of war, 
because he was loyal to .4,-e king. Grandfather told me orie 
story of his work, of this time, that interested me much whe11 
I was a small hoy. 

He was sent to pick up apples with Caesar, a negro slave 
boy, of about his own age. Caesar, instead of working, spent 
his time in throwing apples at him, and when he threatened 
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to throw back. ;;aid, "Two could w.ork .at that." Grandfather 
concluded that two could work at that, and so went in with 
all his might, and $OOn had Cae;iar hiding behind the tree;;:. 
ln the ri1idst of the contest a young man, a son of th~ farmer, 
eame ·d.own on them. Grandfather was very much frightened. 
but told the man how it all came about. The man immedi­
ately cut a good apple sproµt, and had Caesar dancing in a 
much livelier way than he had danced in picking .up apples, 1m· 
ti! Gra.ndfaithm: sai,i:l, "he' was very .sorry fr the poor nigger." 

Grandfather told.me ~mother story concerning .himself, ll$ 

follows. He WilS small for his age, when first emo11ed wit\1 
tl'.e militia, and required to train. At the roll call to l1is .nanie 
Benjamin CL Hall, he answered, "HP.re .he is among them n1L'" 
This wns comi<lered a.smart answer for a small boy, · 

flramlfather was always very prou.d of the recorci of hi~ 
family i11 the revolutionary war, and in his old ag-e, .,:eemed t•· 
have a clear .i:ecollection of t,hose day-; of trial .and E!~ering 
He told me that from the shore by his, father's farm, theJ 
could hear .the, guns, while General Sullivan's army, deserted 
b}' the French fleet, w.as i,,trug/!ling with a. superior· Brifah 
force, ·and making its escape from the island, he. could remem~ 
ber ,aeeing some of the women, who had i;;ons or brothers .in the 
fi,zht. wringin/!. their hand,; allCl crying. 

lf there wai,, anything, that could thoroughly arouse .. hi~ 
wrath, .in his maturer years, it was .to have some one .call in 
question the loyalty of his father, who he sair.l, "Took his gun 
as soon as an~r other man, to he_lp resist. the .Britisih. tyrannical 
power. 

Of the early· .manhood life of .BeJ}.jamin, Greene .Hall. T 
can. tell but little. He seems, whil~tyet a young. man to ha:re 
done what many young .men still clit '~gone west;" for his oltl­
est son, Azariah, was born, as shown by family :record, in .Deer­
fielil, Oneida C'ounty, N. Y., .A ... D .. 1805; Hii, i;:econd .son. my 
father, was born in the same town, as was his oldest daughter, 
in 1809, while his third son. Hiram, was born .in · Wilna, in 
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,Te:lferson Co. N. Y. in 1811. He seems to have married his 
wife, Esther Taylor, in Deerfield, about 1804, and removed to 
Wilnn rnrne time in 1810 with hi;, family, including his aged 
fat;1er a.nrl mctJ-er, as they were both buried iri Wilna soon 
a.fter his settlement there. 

'fhr.t pai t of New Y m·k, then known as the Black riveT 
country, was an almost unbroken wilderness at that time. 
Scl:ools were without pt1blic money, in those .da.ys, and,parenitl 
must pay the teacher, for teaching their childre:n. Grandfather 
Hnll JTIVit I am had a hard struggle to few and clothe l1i;; 
lit tie family in that wilderness; but he did it in some., way, and 
even managed to do something in tte way of giving .his chil-
1're11 an educ1tion. He himself taught school two o:i: three 
terms, part of the winter, to help his own, and neighbors' ohil-
11 en. n.nd rn mntriYed to earn it little money. Concerning his 
own education the following story is related. 

"When Grandfa.frer was a small boy, about four or five 
yenr., olc\ his father was asked 'how many children he woulr1 
f'end to l'.chool, dllring the winte1'.' .. 'l'htJy wished to have n 
~::hcol, to pay by the schola1', if a sufficient number of pupil!' 
r-onl<l .be enrolled. His father named the children he had of 
age to go. 'There is little Benny, he said, he is too small to 
go through' the snow, ,:o I will not put his name down. 
Gra.nclfathr heard the talk, ana shed tears at the idea. that he 
coula not go to the school. His fat.her saw how he felt, am] 
said. 'He 1,honld go if possible.' Grandfather said Jie was 
not able to go all of tl1 e winter, tl1e snow was so deep, but he 
began to learn, and after tha.t he would spell out the words 
from any scrap of paper, or old almanac that crune in his way. 
By the time spring came, he could read quite well." · 

Azariah's 10!:S of a leg, was a terrible misfortune to the 
family. Chlorofo1'm and anaesthetics were · unknown in those 
aars: Grandfather himself. wail. oblig-ed . to hold . the boy, 
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while the surgeon took off his leg. 
1 reme.:11ber heming gra.ndfatber say, that he did not 

know what would become of them had i.t not been for his old . . 
shoe bench. While a. young m~m he had learned to make shoes, 
:md in winter, when the deep snow, a11d cold would make it 
impo-,:sible to· earn anything in any other wi,,y, he could still 
stick to his lasts and awls, and thus earn a little to feed and 
elothe his family. I ·can remember him, as I sa"' him when 
I was a small boy, sitting between two candles, hung on either 
side, busily pulling ·the waxed ends, or driving the pegs. 
Grandfather had one bad habit, common to nearly all the 
men of his day. Ee must have a little liquor, generally 
.whiskey, "to keep up his strength," <'keep out the cold," 01· 

"the heat," or "to ward off disease." But it was his boast, 
''that n.9 one ever saw him the worse :for liquor. 

Farming in tbe Black river county in those cearly days, 
was cani-ed 011 in a primitive wa.y. 'T'he first crops of COril 

tte_y raised, were reduc,ed to meal, by pounding in a 1r.prtar, 
dug out -of a stump, near their door. Later ihey had a grist­
mill .some miles awa:y; but it' was sometimes a task to get a 
grist from it, as is shown by an account of a trip Grandfather 

· made to mill one winter day, with a .yoke of oxen hitcped to 
a. sled. 

As he started for hom.e it commenced to snow very fast, 
and the road was soon blocked, so that he was forced to lea-vft 
his grist, .and fnrther on -his sled, and at last to unyoke the 
cixen, and drive them tandem, he hanging -0.11 to the tail oi 
the hinder ox, to get hel-p through the snow. 'l'hat same -night, 
a .man ·was frozen to death, being unable to :make his way 
through_ the snow. I can remember, when l · was a boy, that 
snow storm being spoke11 of as ".the great snowstorm." 

f.:.1·andfather :lost his wife in February, 1843, and afte1· 
that lived in turns with different ones . of his -chil-dre-n. He 
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visited my father's family~ and the Kinney family in Wiscon­
sin in 1848, stopping with us about a year. He died in Wilna, 
-N. Y., at the home of his son, Luther P. Hall, A. D. 1852~ 
being about eighty years old. 

BIOGRAPHY OF SYLVESTEH HALL. 
·Sylvester Hall, rnn of Benjamin G. and Esther Hall, 

was Lorn August 23, 1807, in the town of Deerfield, Jeff. Co., 
N. Y. The settlement of tle Black River country, -as this 
pa1t of New York was then called, had but just comme:nced, 
and tlie whole country was almost an unbroken wilderness, · 
without roads, bridges, houses or anything pertaining to 
dvilized life. -

.The family soon moved further into the forest and 
settled in the township of Wilna, where the first thirty-eight 
years of my father's life were spent. 

'l'he family was very poor as we1e all their neighbore, 
and tire outlook for a- -living in that rough, wild land, far 
from. any town or market, was a dark one. · 

An older rnn, Azariah, at eight years of age, lost a leg 
from a fever-sere. Thi,s left no one to help the fathei· in hi:; 
Herculean task pf· clearing away the woods, s_upporting the 
family and making a home, but 'Vester; 

Father used to tell me that when a boy, he never attende<l 
school but 01:e half day in summer, and as he was needed in 
the winter to help chop and log, liis opportunity for an efluca 0 

tion,-was very limited. Grandfather Hall taught one or two 
terms of a few weeks each, in winter, for: his own and his 
neighbors children, and father and Uncle Azariah had a -little 
help at home. Azaria'h wag finally sent away to study grammar 
for six months with a clergyman, and this was all th~ -extra 
preparation he had to <?onunence his work as a preaehe1•. 

Grandfather told me that he early learned fo- depend on 
'Vester. He said, "When I rolled up a heavy log, I fouD<l 
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that 'Vester, at only four years old, could help by putting 
under another hand spike." 

Azariah and Sylvest.er early fell under the influenee of 
the first Methodist preachers who visited that region, and 
became ardent. Methodists. Grandfather Hall was a Universa.­
list and ueed to hold many discussions with his boys on the 
doctiine of future punishment, and other points of religious 
r;ifferenee. My motl- H told rnr. t':at hi~ rnulcl mntinne th" 
debate with father for hours and it would cause no ill feeling, 
but with CT~cle Azllriah it would rnon wax hot and end in 
the anger of one or both parties. 

Azariah beearne a preacher when only eig;1teen und soon 
proved himself a young man of marked ability. Some of the 
hest appointments in tlrnt part were given him. He was -a tall, 
line looking man who made many friends. His leg had been 
taken oil' -above tle km;e, and he used to walk with the aid of 
one crutch, and they used to tell me he would run races with 
the othet' boys wh<:n at. scl:ool. He c:ied -0f erysipelas at th> 
early age of twenty-eight, on his last appointment, Pohldam, 
S. LawTence Co .. 

Father always seemed to think he had a call to preach 
but lie never found the small opportunity for preparation 
whkh his early misfortune gave '.to Azariah. He .was sent 
away. from home, at about fifteen years of age, to work out 
hy the month in the neighboring town . of Champion. His 
wages, except a· very meagre allowall(e for clothe!', went to 
the family at home. 

_ He ~old me that his father had nothing but a -home made 
wooden cart, with solid slabs of wood f.9r wheels, until he 
worked out and bought a wagon. 

He helped pay for his· father's land continuing his efforts 
until he was some time past twenty-one. He then took up 
a piece of land, . fifty acres, adjoining his father and commene-
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ed to malrn a h-ome for himself. At twenty-six, he was mar­
l iecl to Miss Rebecca Water.bury of l\fassena, St. Lawrence Co. 
She was attending the Potsdam . academy and boarding with 
his brntl:er, who· was preacher in charge at _Potsdam :at the 
time. He invited Sylvester to visit him, introduced the 
parties and recommended. them· to each other a!ld in. fact; I 
think, made the match. 

Tl:ey were married September 7, 1833 and imm,ediately 
settled on his farm in " 1ilna, Jefferson County. His new 
lVife brought to father but little help pecnniarily, although 
her family were in good circumstance3; but she did bring him 
Leiter association and opportunity for improvement tllan he 
had before. She became his teacher in reading, English 
grnmmar, and many other things. I think this teaching Wl;l;S 

e:ontinued with much perseverance until I came on to take 
father's place_ as a pupil. 

My pare~t~ lost their first cl1ild in infancy: 1, the 
eceond born, was born July 15, 1835; Anna, August ..9, 1837; 
and Isabelle Louisa, June 12, 1840. 1~he care of his little 
family soon taxed father's energies to the utmost in that poor 
mun try. Yet he managed to _cl9the us in comfort and send 
we and my two older sisters to . school, in the school _house 
called "Sand-hill school house" about eighty rods .from 0111· 

house. 
,ve were obliged· to be very careful in the matter of 

~x~enses and to live almost entirely on what .we produced 
ourseh:es. One small cookstove cooked the food and warmed 
tbe house, and one tallow candle generally: f_umished .all the 
light, though there were two candle sticks .-so we could have 
two candles when there· was ·company. Our bread was ~ually 
corn bread and the flavor of this was at times injured -at 
school by seeing the children from some. other families, ,richer, 
or· more· extrav.ag.ant, than .we, eating wheat_ ·bread .. 
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Father had some financial trouble brought on him by his 
younger brothers, Luther and _Nicholas. They wer.e sent away 
from l1ome to an academy at Gouwrneur and obtained an 
education sufficient for teaching school, the_ standarff of quali­
lirntic•n not being Ye1 y hig(1 a.t tl:at time in tha.t part of New 
'fork. Neither were teacher's wages high and the ambitiouA 
brothers soon foung. Eomething that to their minds promis_ed 
hette1· returns. Tl1is wa.s a magic lantern exhibition dr whid1 

_ they rn\1ld become the ha.pp)' owne1-s for- the modest sum of 
$250. They did not have the money, a large sum· for that 
part of the world at that time; hut money was not needed if 
father would only be brotherly enough to sign his name on a 
little -piece of paper which was an easy thing to do and could 
not po.:sihly harm him in any wa~. When fat:her J1esitated 
1 '·- -- ~aid he would 11ot turn his hall(} over to help tlwrn, when 
he co_11Jd as well as not. .At_ lagt, stung by reproachee, he sign­
ed tbe note, enabling them to obtain the outfit. They were 
soon engaged in traveling, with their sl10\v and took in some 
money, but their own ·wants used up most of it, eo _that little 
or nothinµ: was at hand to pay the notes as· t:hey· came due. 
As fathe1· was the only man on the notes who had any property, 
the l1older immediately crowded him' for payment and he was 
forced to _sell property at a sacrifice, and to run here and,there 
to borrow again to pay the first · and so on tor a Imig time 
before the affair was finally settled. Though -th·e boys·in the 
end paid quite a portion of the debt, mother used to say that 
it rlamage<l and made father more trouble than it wtmld t-0 
have paid it all, had he known froµi the first that he must' 
pay it. This -- affair made some unpleasant feelings and 
fl-trengthened the influence that was leading our - family ro 
the west. -

Some of mother's relatives had gone to Wisconsin as 
early ai;; 1838 _ and scion three of her -sisters and two brothers 
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were there and encouraging father and mother to join them. 
But father was unwilling to give up his folks and leave the 
only }:ome he had ever known. He even moved in with his 
fat':er and tried w011.-ing the old man's farm; thinking he 
could in this wa.y help ,pay off some debts of his father's and 
so put him in a more comfortable situation financially: But 
this only created jealousy; the ethers talking that father war.: 
trying to get the old man's property. I think this was after 
grandinot]1er's death in 1843. Father and mother soon moved 
lfoc-k onb th:ir fanu and Uncle Luther moved in with graJ1dc 
father. In the meantime aJ1other da.ughter was born to fat!:er 
::nd mot1~er; Anclelucia Eliza, April 24th, 1843. About this 
time fa.the1; Eent some money to Uncle, Darrah Waterbury in 
Wiscomin to buy la11cl, putting a mcirgage on his farm to do 
it. 

The mortgage that father had put on his farm immecli­
d.ely be}rnn to cause him anxiety and he commenced to malce 
plans for paying it off. He had a bard piece of land called 
the l:og pa!'ture that had never been folly subdued and' wa.~ 
in t]·e spring of· 1844 still full of roots and s,>me shtinps. He 
c
1 dermine<l to prepaTe tbis for a wheat field and commenced 

·plowing it with what team he ha.d-a. yoke of young cattle and 
one hors!'. The horse was put ahead of the ·cattle· and I be­
ing nine years old was put on to ride. I used to ply the 
whip quite freely at times and m11ke the poor horse do nearly 
all the work. Sometimes the plow would fasten to a root or 
~tump and' everything come to a sud-den stop, when I. remem­
ber that l would have a strong tendency to go over the 
l'.or~e's hearJ. We plowed that li;md twice and harrowed it 
two or three times, and though the field · was small, possibl:..­
not over three acre,:, yet it wa.s sueh slow, hard work that it 
11-ppeared to me unending. In the fall, father sowed it and 
:-Omt> other hmil to winter wheat, anil he had hope that if 'n 
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gMd crop shOllld res1Jlt, he might be able to get money enough 
to pay the mortgage. Hut in the spriilg he sold- the farm to 
a l\fr. 'l'ownseml for five' hundred dollars. Two hundre,d of 
this p.aid the mortg1:1ge . and he took a :t;1ew · wagon at sixtJ 
($60) dollars, so that he had u small sum to go to Wi&cow,in 
with and begin with his little family on a new farm,· in a 

new land. 
Upgn eelling bis farm in the spring- of 1845, imtead of 

starti_ng for Wisconsin immediately as he should have done_, 
father rented a small hon:ae on Black Creek, a,bo.ut a mile 
from his old pla~e with the intention of settling bis businesg 
and waiting until fall before starting. He did- thi,, a.lso on 
account of mother's poor health. The magnitude of the un­

dertaking, his. limited meanio, little family ,:ick, and above all 
the taJk of "croaken/' :lbout t.l1 e "west," eoon began to fill hi, 
mind with gloomy forebodings. He w.as sorry tha.t he had 
sold his farm; conclud_ed that he had given it -away and bilk­
ed of buying another in . the neighborhood·. The longer he 
Btayed in the viciI;1.ity .and the more he talked withJ,he croakeff, 
the . wor,:e he felt uptil jt began· to affect hi.s health -and h<' 
seemed almost. cra,zy. As the time drew near to sbrt. moth1 1· 

was in fear tha.t he wo:nld lose his reason -entirely .and• was 
almost ready to- give up the mov.e. To add to the gloom, two 
of the :li.ttle girls, .& Ile and Luci.a., were very • eic-k_. 
ha;ving worm fits. lfQtber was sick also .and to my 
great joy, I learned .one night, ,J11ly )Q, on reaching home 
-from school. tbnt I had a little brother wbo w.as .soon named 
BEmJaarnin Greene, after his Grandfather -HaJL 

Father's indecision as to going w.est rontimied to the last 
He employ,ed, two men :w,ith teams to take our g-0ods to Sacket 
B;ai:bor where. we .were to . take a steamboat. Th/:! g!i>ods were 
loaded . in their wagons and they were just disap:peari:ng over 
a hW a~Qut o:ne _ hf\]f mile aw,ay: another rnan- with a-• !,"lprirtg-
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wagon being in wai~ing for the family, when on~ of the chil~ 
dren called father's attenition to the Joa.ds of things going ou! 
of sight. "Yes," he said:, "I suppose they will go thr~u.gh but 
perhaps we will stay here yet." But. once on .the road, he 
seemed to recover his old vigor and· .chef,!r;fplness .. Mother 
used to say "it was because he no longer heard any bad storieF! 
about the west." Ail the people he fell in with, were going 
west and I e rnemed to gat'.1er new coma.ge and !:ope frorn 
tl~eir conversation. His health imip-rovcd !l'O that he was a.ble 
to commence work immediately on completing ... the j01i1 ney. 
thcmgh I remember he was lame awhile from rheumatism in 
one knee. He was very seasick going up the lakes, but as he 
recovered Eee1r,ed to feel .much better than for weeks befori> 
\Ye rode tl-e length of Lake Ontario on the steamer, Niagara, 
passed around the falls on the new railroad then just bein_g 
finisl:ecl, in rars drawn il part of the w11y by torses :md eu­

_te1ed Buffalo- dra.wn b)' u locomotive which was a. grand and 
wonderful thing to me. Father had· taken us; as we passed 
t 1-1ough tr.e little village of Niagara, to loqk at the faU,; for 
rn hour. Everythin~ there at that. time; was .nearly as .. mi~ 
ture. made it, and it made an impression on my mind never 
to _be forgotten; so that when I visited the same spot forty~ 
three years afterward, notwithstanding tbe changes from ifa 
natural EtAte to a. thronging city, it still seemed as I gazed 
upon the never ending rush of the mad waters and- listened to 
the thunder of the cataract, a familia-r spot to me. From 
Niagara we took the ete·amboait, Wisconsin for Milwaukee. We 
;;topped a.t Cleveland anil Detroit, .about· w'hfoh I remember 
but little. · 

The lae-t. ,d.ay of our rnyage, .a strong wind was blowing 
upon LakP. lVLich_igan, a~d the_ waves were high, and I · remem­
ber standing on deck, looking at the t.umibling billows, and 
white caps; ·w}l-en .. J saw a way_e .a :]i·ttle higher than :mmaL. 
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coming straight towards me. I turned to run, but was not 
quick enough to a.void it· and so got something of a bath of· 
cool lake water. Upori going below in. the evening, motlw1 
told me that many of the pai;sengers, of whom there, were a 

large .nu:riiber and among them niany Norwegian immigr.mt~, 
\,'em afraid; and there was a report that the boat was an old 
Olll' and that it had been spliced togetLer in tl.e 1niddle, to 
that there was danger that it would break apart and leave u., 
al I to go ,io the bottom of the ;Jke. 'J'bi;; ,: id not make JJL 

feel verJ cheerful as I crawled into my ·bunk- and J Jay for 
::ome time listening to tl:e pounding of the ='\v·;i.ves upon t::1,~ 
planks; just a few inches from my back, and to the groaning 
ol' the timber;; of the· vesFel and the creaking -of 111.1:Chincry. 

After awhile the tumult ceased and i: heard the aiichor 
clrop; and learned, we were in the h1n bor ·of· Milwaukee but 
1HJ1ild not . la.ncl until morning. -

Milwaukee i!1 1845, the timti when I firF.t Faw _;it, '\Ya,, 
far from being /-lie splendid eity of the present time;· 1906, 
but only, a;: l remember it, a rongh ~haggling village,. huilt 
nlong tire shore of the lake and the Milwaukee river. 

A-ft.er landing, father hired a teamster to take the. family. 
nlong wj,th a load of our goods, from Milwa.U:kee to Aztalan, 
~ixty miles, in a lunfoer wagon. It must have been a very 
trying, ·hard ride for poor mother. 8h(! hn.d Ben, orily ,ix 
weeks old. when we left N: Y., in her arms, and Lucia sid, 
and very cross lying most of the time in a eradle. Annil. 
eight years old, could with inyself, help her ·some; and .father 
could aSi!ist wlien he had time from other duties. The, road 
from Milwaukee to Aztalau, most of the way, ran through 
wooded country; and in places through swamps. We would 
pass over long strips of corduroy made of tama.ra.ck poles or 
logs. 

Mother sat on the spring seat in frouf wHb th(> driver. 
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and so with !:er babe had to keep her place, for her, -even dan­
i,ns, for hours without change or rest The rest ·of us~· ex­
cept Luria, could rest by jumping out and. wa.lkiilg when the 
road was bad. 

I th ink mother's joyful anticipation of· again meeting,·· in 
,1 fr,,y hom s, those F.fatel's and brothers she had no.t seen foi· 
_1ean:, must. ·have given her great help i;o endure the fatigue of 
J hat tirernrne ride, continued for nearly three days. · 

l\fother·stopped in Aztalan village witlh her brother Park:us 
\v1r1,tr-1bnry, end1 tl:e rest of us went on two miles fmt!:er fo 
Unde Benjamin · Babcock's place. 

Mbtl:er had three sisters and three brothers, with theii 
families, living in Aztalan vilh1ge and vicinity at ·that time, 
nz: Prudence, Maria, Louisa, Dan·ow, Andrew and Parkus. 
Tbey all received i1fl pleasantly. and we enjoyed re~ting and 
risiting among them, while father went ba.clr to Milwa:u.kee, to , 
buy II yoke· of oxen, and bring out the wagon and household 
goods left there. 

Upon returning fr-0m his_ trip to Milwaukee, father soon 
J'H'Cpared to visit his farni a.bout twelve miles away, near the 
rillage of Wa.terloo, taking me with him. He had sent somP 
money to Uncle Darrow in the spring, and had some break-._ 
ing none 011 the eigl~ty acre farm Uncle had previously lo 0 

rated for him. Father and I made our way to the house of 
Stephen Fletcher, an old acquaintance of fathers, in York 
e.tate, whom we found located on land adjoining fathers. Flet­
cher was · a widower,- but had living with him a family by tlw 
na.me of·. Cummings. We made . a.rrangements to board with 
them awhile, and went to work preparing some of our break­
ing for a crop of winter wheat. Father fixed up a small fig• 
ure A drag, to which we hitched the oxen by a chain, and I 
commenced to drive them around over the rough sod, among 
the burr. oak tree!'!. that were i;:till i:;ta.nding at the - rate of· . 
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about twenty trees. .per .. acre .. 
At fi!'ft it was.Ji-ar<l -fo tell where I lla.d been alo:P,g, bnt. 

afiter going over it severa.l times, it. began to look .better, and. 
in t.he roun:1~ of the fri.Jl, £<ix or eight acres ,were sown to . 
wheat, and. upon the .. following summer, the wheat wa;;· cut 
with the era.die; I, cutting some around the trees, and in.flie 
fmce r·r,rner,,,. with fathers old time hand sickle. 'fhe ne?":{ 
winter, we threshed the wheat :with a flaii~ or trod it out with 
tlw oxen;; IHwing :a.bouf,:,ixty. hnshels. 

A pmt. (}f the t.r.ces were cut off for wood, during the win­
ter, and the rrn,t were girdled in .the. spring, so. they would not 
,hiic'e the grn.in, and afterward;, cut down as we neederl them. 
We fonnd a family by th, name of Lumm, living in n sha.nt:y 
standing ab-out tw€nty ,rods from the comer· of our land, a.nd. 
:t'i they were building a. new home in a-not.her place; father 
boughL their shacnt.y, for eight cloll;m,, we to have it for. .. a time 
to live in where it .stood,. 

This -Bhanty became our firflt home in Wisconsin~ and we 
lived in it for near, ·three ;yeru·£<. · I think .the shanty. wa.s about 
12x14 with. a. single roof, and .. a ehimney. built with stone at, 
the bottom, for. a fireplace, and· topped out: with sticks 1•1.icl in 
clay. Th•re w-aE .a- sma.ll log stable .a. few rods a-way,- a.nd we 
huilt ,on a small addition onto the house in the spring. witl1 
tamarl:lck pole~- .for a cook room, also. a. .log addition· to the · 
s.tahle. - l\1y sleeping. pla.ee wae, ·a kind ,:of platform just 1ar1!e. 
enough for a. bed, on .some poles .run .across the-shanty.-·at.it..;; _ 
highest. end,; aboat 7 feet ,up from· the floor: aniL hearth .. 

I climbed for my bed, by- means. of some pegs driven into 
the logs,, and fixed. it myself .. on my. knees., . as t9ere .was not. 
room ,enough to stand, erect. I had ,.the advantage of .a :fire.. 
a.lmost -riride'I'. me, so, there was -not. m11ch trouble jn keeping. 
;varm, summer or winter. 

We - were. kept quite -busv - Jhat faU~ mo:£in4?. onr. goods:, 
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from Aztalan, corn fol' our. oxen, and. provisions .for ourselves. 
We cut ha.y for our oxen, some on the place, and some two 
miles distant. We ha.d our first experience of prairie fires, 
when we came nea.r losing one of our haystacks in burn­
ing around it. 

Our eettlement in \.Yisconsin bega.n in September 1845, 
and most of the following winter was. spimt by father and me, 
in making preparations to fence our land. While bhere was 
a comidernble amount of timber, oak openings, on our lan.<l, 
father thought we would need it al-1 for -wood, and so we cut 
and drew tamarck_ poles from a. swamp 'ii.Ye miles away. This 
s;~a.rn-p was government land, and so was free plunder for aU. 
Father bought about twenty acres of timber and swamp land 
of the government n.t $1. 25 per acre, so we might have some 
timber after the government land w-as all cleared. _ It was 
rohl, !:a.rd work t-0 etart in the morning, as we often did be­
fore daylight, then go five or six miles with an ox team, then­
chQp through the ,d_iiy, eating a_ cold lunch for dinner, some­
times frozen solid, walking back home -at night, or riding on 
top of fl load of po!es, i-eaching home usually after dark.- -

I rnn remember, 110w good the blazing fire in tbe stone 
fire place, and the hot bean Roup- mother would have ready 
for us, seemed; after such a day. One very cold day, I reach­
ed tome sometime . after <lark, with ;my boots frozen-· on- my 
feet, and my feet frosted,. ,w that I felt the effects even s01_n-e 
_,-rars afterwards. 

w·c piled up ·the po1eia that we eou1d not thaw home each 
ila.y, in the swamp; and then, in the spring)- drew them out 
and piled them in a. large pile on hard land:, and later on 

dTew them home. Some of this work I did alone, while father 
chopped, or built fence; as I; although not yet eleven ye-a.rs 
old, could drive the team ver.v well; but· could- not- cho-p half 
11,i fast a!i'- father. 
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I remember cutting a hundred poles one day,, while he 
c,ut two hundred, but I picked the smaller trees. 

\Ye got together material enough to •fence in thirty acres 
in the epring; and this requ i1 ed a good many loadi:i, as Wl~ 

made worm fence, seven er eight :eoles for each length, anil 
ir.os,t of it .;;trengfrened with stakes and rider. 

Cattle, horses and hogs, at . that time ran at large, and 
\Ve all fenced our fielde. We wintered 110 ·stock the first win­
ter, except the oxen; but in the spring bought a -r:Ow, and n 

sow, from whieh we raieed · a calf, and five pigs ahout thi, 
time. A m~m who ha.cl bought forty acres_ of land adjoining 
our~, eame on _iii the Fpring; and camped ou his Janel, and bf'­
gan . to make preparatio~s· t.o bnilcl; but. }\'hen fatl1cr offered 
-hinr $2. 50 · per acre. for hii, }and, he coneluded to sell, and sc, 
niu farm wm, increased io 120 acres. 

We planted the most of the remainder of nm fiftee11 a:.:re:; 
to corn nnff potatoes, and though we lost rnme of the corn h? 
gophers digging up the seed_, we raised enough to ;suppjy u!'I 
,·ery well. · 

The moRt i"mportant cvf'ht that ha,ppOnf'd that !'nmmcr. wa~ 
the'"coming _ of the Kinney family to join 11s. David, Kinney• 
married father',, sister, and he with •hi, family· reached -u~ 
sometime about the lat<t of ,Tuly. There were, I think, nine in 
tlJe family; the oldest child. a girl, Evaline, tw1l"lve yeats old. 
They reached us entirely out of money, and had another babv 
bom · almost immediately after their arrival Our: shanty was 
filled to overflowing, and it was soon n 1,er.ious question- what 
we were . to do for food: · 

Mother, in poor heaJ-tlh herself, concfoded to go_; s~, tak­
ing all her children but me, sought refnµ;e among lwr • rela­
tives at Aztalan. Mr. Kinney himself, was sick; or pretended 
to be, and for some time d:id nothing. -Father a~d I slept in 
our log stable. and tried to go on with onr . fa-rm -work. 1 
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milked tlw cow; and according . to father's directions, helped 
myself each time I milked, to as much milk as I wanted. We. 
had potatoes in the :field and green corn, but were soon 6ut of 
flour. As we had no money to buy flour, fa,ther. went ·fo Az­
ta.la11 and · worked out in haying or harvest, at one doll.Iii- pef 
day, and bought some wheat, tcok it to the mill, al Lake, 
'.\lills, and brought heme the :flour. But oui· t\\'elve year old 
girl, .was unable to ma.ke anything but sour bread from that 
flour. Father and I became very tired of our diet aj' green 
,·om, and sonr bread, and fath.'r finally w'ent to our 1ieighbor;., 
nnd hired Susan Cummings, to bake us some bread. Jie and: 
I ate our loaf in the stable, but he took a part of it fu. to ltje 

, ti~ter. Father used to say, · "-th1it Susan -Cummings'. bread, 
was the best he ever ate," and I was very much of . the· .same 

·!'llTlll: 

·After lying a:round nearly six w~ks,. Kinney worked a.t 
i1is trade, carpentering, for one of our_ ~eighbors,: 1\fr. Miller. 
and· then hired Miller to take his team, and move him.self and. 
family to Watertown, where he found work at his trade,· kept· 
!:is family, a:nd even laid up a. little money, so that he be_eame 
owner in time of a little home, and fortJ acres of lancl ·' in the 
W 11tertown wcfocls. 

It seemed good to see mother back again, and pave ~o:i;ne­

thhrg like a J10me once more. · But rthere was more trouble in. 
store for us. Sister Anna. came home from Aztalan;· sic:k 
with the fever and ague, a.nd in a. ·little vihile itf October,. be-,­
fore I quite finishe . .d clragging in the wheat. I came down too. 
Lu.cia. wf!.s s·oon adit:led to the number, having the shakes, and_ 
last. and wors;J; of all, father also. , We had a sorry time, witl1 
four of us sick at once, and no one· to do anything but mother,. 
and Isabelle, who was only six yea.rs old. Belle .could brinr 
us water, when we had the fever and also _ciue for. baby. 

Mother was forced' to call ·on our neighbore -s()me when 
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father first came down, but I was soon able to get out, and d,) 
some chores every other day. Father was laid up for near]::-· 
four ~onths, eo Wf' were nc,t able to thresh OUJ' first crop ·of 
wleat until nearly spring. I think the ague c.ame to us in 
the v,ra.ter ~re dnm~, that. came from !1' brook, that ran throug-l1 
mri.rshy g.round. 
· ·w<' finished putting in our wheat in October, 1846, Just 

as I was coming do:"\'lo'll with the ague. We ii<1~ ten or twch·<· 
acres broken up in ,June- of that year, and so were able 
in the f.ii.Jl to put in from fifteen to eighteen acres to winter 
wheat, and npon the following summer, we harvested nearl:.­
thrre hundred bushels of good- wheat. This whea.t, in the fall 
of 1847, wa.~ threshed with a. machine, the firf't one brought 
into our neighborhood. 

The crop of that year, gave father comage to commence 
the building of a new house on the public rond, running along 
the north line of his farm. The shanty· in whfoh we liven 
first, ·being on the land of Mr. Lumm near father's SOllthw~t 
rorner. 

· The new house was built of logs. cut. on the. place, 16x24' 
feet, a i'tor:r and a ha.If high, with two doors and two windowi,, . 
hefow. one or two above, and a stone r·himuey on the s011th · 
end with a fire place a:nd · hearlh below. It seemed to ue 
ehildi:en quite palatial, and wee were very glad, when we were 
n.hle, to move in. 

But the liuild·ing and moving made us R- grea,t deal of 
work, as we immedia.j;elv needed stable. room, foi'. stock, an.d­
gr.anary for grafo. We ·were compellecl to.'put up with very 
poor affairs for these needs, for some thne. Another thing . 
we very much need"ed was a well. We dug Olle .on the si<I~ 
hiJJ;-whe:re we built, Rs father feared to go- on top of the hill, 
lest he would be forced to drig too deep· for water. The well 
w-11s forty-five feet deep, and required as many al! fifty IoodB of 
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stone to stone it lip. That well is. still in use, the water being 
pumped a.nd forced to the top of the hill by a windmill, and 
~upp.J.ying . a. new house, and large barn, afterwards quilt by 
fat'. er. 

Mother, who had taught school, three or four terms be­
fore her marriage, was always much interested in the educa­
tion of her children. We had th advantage of a school nea,r 
r.t ha.ncl in New York; but 1f1ere was no school neai; by us in 
Wisconsin. Mother spent c-onsir1erable of her time in teach­
ing me, and I trying to. pay back, used to teach the girls. 

At seventeen, I went to Aztalan, and worked for my 
board, for Uncle Benjamin Babcock, and went to school to an 
!'[!.; t::rn tea.::her by the name of Harvey for five months. He 
was a good instructor, and I had nearly five months of good 
tr;i.ining in hi;,, school. Anna went to the same school tJuee 
months. and Belle taking tu~·ns ";itb 'her, two months .. 

. After teaching two terms, I . commenced my course of 
study . in the WiBconsin State University when about twenty 
Yea.rs old. Belle went to the Milton Academy, afterward col­
lege, and took the first classical degree issued to a lady, by 
t.lint college. 

Father \\'!IB alwa:vs interested in having his children well 
educa:ted, but he always· believed that the Bible was the. best 
book. Fatrer andl mother continued to live on the. farni in 
Wisconsin for nearly thirty years; . but· finally, i;ometime in. the 
winter of 1875, they r,,old the pla.oe to l\fr. Burr, anp followed 
their cl1ild:ren · who were ali, except Lucia and Frank, settle(], 
in ]\finneeota. They were both ~tting old, and' mother- quite 
feeble. Th1}; s.tayed ·. rriost of the time at my place, wh,ile 
mothe!. lived: Mother got a hurt _while at the home of Sister 
Anna-:'J'i~'bils, by i::triking her head on the corner of a coffee 
mill. · A, -'fiunch seemed to sta.rt from the hurt, and . continued 
to gTOW until we took her to St. Paul, where sihe submitted, to 
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an operation to remove the bunch. Erysipelas set in immedi-­
a.tely, and soori we had· only a coipse to take back to ViT O'o,l 
Lnke. 

Fathrr lin!d some of tl!e time with me, and afterward8 
with · Ben, hut in his la.test years, most with his daughter, 
Belle. He ";as nearly 84 years old when he died with dysen­
tery, :it t'·e hou~c- of Mr. Cogl1la.n, ·,Juh 27, 1891. His f01~r 
sons, B. G. Ha.fl, R. E. Hall, F.· W. Hall, and myself were· hit' 
beirrers ib the grave. 

Tlie next inember of father's family, after mother, to 
depart this life. was Andelucia. She was married in Wiscon­
sin, A. D. 1873, to Andrew Eastman, and moved to Wood 
Lake at 'the same time as father· and mother. Her marriage 
wt1.~ I?ot a happy one. E:a..~tman was a failure in almo·st every 
way. He was ne,·er satisfied· to devote himself to manual la­
bor, and had no a.bility t.o get a living 'in any other way.' 
Lucia died about ten ·yearR after her marriage, I think, in 
part at ·1east, 'from clisappointmen-t and a broken hearl. East­
man, who said ,vhile she was dying "that he and she were run­
ning a nice to the· grave," is still alive, 23 years after her"'· 
death. 

BIOGRAPHY ·OF SHADRAOH AZAR.IAH HALL AND 
FAMILY. 

'M\ personal biography, ought perhaps, to commence wit.h 
my departure from the old paterital home in the- fall of 186 
when · I wen.t to Eau Claire Wisconsin to take charge of 
n~· ·schooi, to 1:/e called the Eau Ola.ire Wesleyan Seminary. 

The offer of this position came to me through the recom­
mendation of my early friend and college roommate. at thE 
present time, Bishop Samuel Fallows, of Chicago. I reacheil 
Eau Claire about the first of September and fonnil it ~ new 
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lumbering town of ·about 2,000 inh.bibnts, buj1t '1! :,_r 
,i.f t.l:e Chippewa. Rher, at that time, crossed only by a ferry .. 

· 'l'he Seminary only exfated in the imagination, hardly on 
I' 1.pr1. Th,i-e being · nothing that I could find but a rented 
hall, in wl:ich they held church service, and a Board of Trus­
tees full d hope t.hot some gi ea.t thing might grow up from a 
,mall beginning. I went to work. . .. 

The church hall in the third story of an unfinished st01e 
building was to be lised for the sCip.ool. A few 019-1 ta.oles and 
rnni-e new ones, were put in and there were plenty of wooden 
chair~. We opened school with about twell'ty children as stu­
r1~nts, but soon a few came in who wished to, pursue aca,deniiic 
~tndi<:\s, and l'O in a short time, I was obliged to look for a 
young lady ase.i1'tant, to take a pa.rt of the primary work. Mi~~ 
Mary Ba.rpe:r became my first assistant, teaching a part of the . 
t.ime, arnl taking Eorne stuclies as a E:tudent.. . We fixed np ;1 

small room in the story below as a. recitation room. 
My sister .Isabelle taugllt school during the winter of 

1861-2 in Jefferson County, Wisbonsin, not. f,ar. from. Lal~e, 
Mills, and joined n:ie a.t Eau Claire in tee spring of tp.at y~ar 
and became my assistant. We fitted up .a room in the ~cmi.d 
;:tory, and boa.rcled ourselves and also took in a couple of rotu­
r'ent,i from t1he countiy to board with us, they doing a. part of 
the work. Delle kept th.e accounts and made out tha.t les:~ 
than fifty cents each per week, covered a.ll the expen8e foi· 

· board and fuel. 
We ha.d quite a· number o~ students eome in froin · the 

rnuntry t-0 join qur P.chool, so that -w:e l"OOD iba,a a.ll we ~~uld 
accommoilate or teach. Our col].ntry. students were . mostly 
young men or woII'en who wished to fit themselves for teach­
ing. The third year we were in the. school, we had .as many 
a.s thirty rotudents, who ha.cl already been teachers in. country 
~rhook 
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Although our seminary . was -a Methodist school, we ha<l 
th{' plPasure of enrolling. among our students, quite a number 
frQm the leading Congregationa.J families in the town. The 
Cong-re,irflti01iaJ, · was the »trongest rht1rch . in t1'.1e. dt_y. a.nt1 
thei; miuister at first, seemed to be doitig all. he coul~ against 
us, but finally sent his own daughter to m ; and we J,earrl tha.t. 

. when some one a;.:ked him "why," he am:wered, "Do you sup­
J)OE'e I am going to bite off my own nose?" · 

:bu1:ing our second year · at .Eau Clriirt>. the 1\fothodi~t 
rni11ister in (ih11rg-e of the two appointments~ Mr. Springer, 
s,1_ddenly resigned his Jtlnce, to go t.o the army, 113 a. cha.plafo. 
h~ tn.ke th p-J.a(e of his brother who had been killed, in battle. 
There w.as no, ,me to take l1is place but me, and a.t the n~: 
quest of the Methodist people on both sides. of the river,_ J 
tried .to fill the appointments as best I could,. but without giv­
ing u.p mueh of my work as A- teacher. We employed one or· 
our young lady l'!tudents., Miss Lizzie De~nil':'o:ti., fo. help us: b)' 
tea.cbi.ng _a part n-f the time. T wa.~ piicl something by end• 
of the congre~tions, for my work as a. minister, but the 
most enjoyable thing, was a com.p]ete surprise, in toe shape of 
~- ·. Christmas tree, presentec:I to BeJlc an.<l me on Christma:-i 
Eve. Among other things was a nice dress'ing gown f.ashion-: 
able at that time, quite a little library of theological booi.."'s. 
:rnd twehe or fifteen dollars in money. There were- many 
!lire presents for Belle, princiJ)llUy articles of dress. and booki>.' 

, At the close of the year, the Methodist annna.l conference 
of N. W. Wiscons'in, held its session-in WEst Eau Claire, It 
devolved on me to. eecure hoarding places for the ministers and . 
some of their wives. This I found something of &. task, eil­
pecially in. the .case of the wives. . I learned, to tp.y surprise. 
that most women prefer to. entertain gentleID11n rather· than. 
ladies. Bishop 'Ames presided a+ that -conference and by him, 
I was ordain_ed Deacon in the J\f. E. Church. The · Congrega-
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,ic-nal people let us have their church for the conference, and 
helped us very much in entertaining the ministers and their 
wives. I found good quarters for Bishop Ames at the resi~­
c~ence of Daniel Shaw, at that tiw.e one of the leading lum­
bermen of the Chippewa valley. 

Sornehrne in the summel' of 186?, the Board of ·•.rtus'tees 
haYing our Seminary in charge, pioreec1ed b erect a building 
for the same, on the very site since occupied hl the City -high 
f'.c.:ool. lHy o;d cc-liege mate, Biaiiop Samuel Fallff"'S, of, Cl'.1icn.go, 
wa-3 with us, to lay the corner stone. The building erected on 
this eite, was a wooden one, 40xfi0, and two stories high, and 
was used as a. seminary .and ehurch by th_e Methodists Qf 
Weot Bau Claire a.bout seven years. I had charge of the Eai.1 
Claire Wesleyan Seminary, three· years before going to ~he 

:Tmy. in 18li-4 a11d retumed to it again· for two years in· 67 
and 68. Sometime in the fall of 1863, l think, J was elected 
Snperintrnc''C'nt of schools in Eau Claire County. My saJary as 
Superintendent wit~ wh1t I wa3 getting as superinte'n.dent of the 
l'cminary ma.de me an income of nearly $1,000 ·per year; but l 
was not 'left long to enjoy it. A draft was ord1ned in the 
summer ~f '64; and it· was probable that I would dtaw · n 

prize if I did not volunteer. I obtained a. recruitiug Cornmis~ 
i.;;ion, and succeeded in recruiting fifty-fom men during the 
summer vacation aJJd so went to- the army in Sep,tember as · a 
ra.pto.in. 

l\fy rompany with six other new companies, was- assigne~ 
to the 5th Wisconsin, the larger part of which had been musters 
ed out, enough having reenlist~d tci .form three vete~an, coin~ 
panies. Om· regiment after stopping awhi1e at Camp Randall, 
Madison, and then doing guard duty· near Alexandria, Va., 
was sent to join the three veteran companies, in General 
Sheridan's army, just after the battle of Cedar Creek. As w:e 
passed through Martinsburg on our way to the front, I visited 
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the different churches of the town, they having all been turned 
into hospitals for the wounded f;o~1 the Cedar Creek battle. 
TheH• were si1 id to be_ as many as t:nee thousand of· these 
wounded. The. c-onfederate wounded were being visited and 
ministered ·fo'bj' womei1 from _the city, but the Union soldiers 
were cared for only by male army nurees. The rebel wounded 
liowncr, lay on t'tlaw · thrown on the floor, while the union 
men had cot8, raising them from the floor. . 

The soldiers of my compa_ny learned something of soldiers 
fare on'·the trip from Washington .to Cedar _Creek. We left 
,vashi1ig-ton eacl.1 with "fonr days' rations" of hard tack. Some 
of the men could not. believe tl1at this was all they were to 
have · to eat for four days, and as they had nothing else to 
dn,"wl-iie on the ear!', kept nm11ching hard tack both day and 
night;. and. as they did 11ot think th~ stuff was :fit for food, 
spent - part of the time peltiug each other with their hard 
bread. Many of them were without anything to eat before 
two days were gone, and upon rea_ching the end of the rajlroad, 
were required to march with empty stomachs. Some of them 
were so hungry -before they got anything more to eat, that 1 
saw them picking up pieces of hard tack out of the sand and 
mncl, where they bad been dropped by other soldier:;,, , who 
knew better what "four days' rations" meant. 

,ve joined f:llie a.1my of Geneial. Sherida.u on the Cedar. 
Creek battle field. The bodies ~f. many dead horses .killed hi 
the fight were still rotting on the ground. The supplies for 
the . nrmy were · being brought from Martinsburg) about forty 
miles away, by wagon tra~. A train .was sent once in two 
oi· three weeks, I think, with a strong guard. Our brigade, 
third of the. first division, sixth corpE', was sent to Martinsburg 
just before Thanksgiving as train guard, or a part of the train 
guard .. I re!llember that we left camp at Cedar Cre.ek in the 
afternoon and reached Winchester ten miles march, after dark.. 
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'l'he -ground was frozen, and a str'ong northwest wind was 
bJO\ring. Our regiment was drawn up -on a bare hill, and 
1re were told to make ourselves as comfortable as. we could for 
tte night. We- did' this in v-arious ways. The officers, who had 
morey, going to t!-e hotels in the dty; t:1e men taking ref-11ge 
i;i house12, bencoop1:1, harne, etc., while many ,iery good boys 
dept on_ tJ-e frozen ground; picking up a little wood some-where 
fer U fire. I ,~·ent a.long with mme S1}ldiers not of my com­
p 'J1y, who bi-oke into a ncgro 1house, took poss~ion of the lower 
story, built a fire in the fire place, and so we made ourselves 
l'Omfortable for t.J-ie night. In the morning we were all in 
ulace again, on the bare hill, and went on our march; reaching 
Jlfa1tinsburg rnme time on the third day. We found we were 
to remain in the town a ,Yeek, waiting for the train to be made· 
np. As we had left our tents and sonie of our clothing be­
hind, it was a hard lookout: Rut, i1Y afou:t &n hour, after 
reaching t;,e city, om mail came in bringing me a letter from 
Eau Claire with some money from my sister, lsabelle. Thr. 
money ,ms very acceptable, as I ·had only a single dollar 1,0ft, 
and we officers had to pay our own way,· and trust Uncle Sa ,1, 

who w11s a slow paymaster at that time. Before riight som~ 
of my men from Augustta, came, saying they had made an 
a'~i cement with a German, living not far away, to guar l hir,; 
house and property, and have in return a room in the b,wk 

· part. of the house, with an old cook stove, and some wood. Thcv 
i 1nited me to share this with- them~ which I was very -ready 
to do. The farn;ily imited me to occupy a lounge iri t1i~•1i· 
eitt-.ing room, for my ·bed, so I soon felt quite at hon¢. 

We st.ayedi with them nearly a week. When there seemed 
to be any danger from passing soldiers, one ·of the men W91ld 
put on- 'his equipments, and go out and pace back and for+- i 

as on duty. Sometimes I would step out too, so the prowlers 
might ~ee there was an officer around. We celebrated Thanks-. 
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gmng dinner with ·chicken pie there, some of the men saying 
in my hearing, '~tha.t they had learned from the family where 
the Eeressiouists liveil," so I suppose that the Secesh furnish~d 
the chickens, as I heard the boys say, "that we must not touch 
any of our old German's chickens." The chickens were good 
anyway, whether they were Secesh or Union. 

The wagon train was mode up. at last, and we were off on 
our return , to the army. Each rompany took a station beside 
certain wagons, and kept with them, but none of us were al­
lowed to ride, or put a gun in a wagon. -'l'he comp1mies on" 
the march, were from one-fourth to one-half a mile from each 
other; artillery and canilry wrnt ahead, and they had some 
fighting to do,· ·clearing the road. Some of the time while on 
the march, we. could see the enemy's cavalry watching us from 
a distance of about a mile. 

;, 

We _halted a few minutes t, get water an'd munch hard-
tack, at a _]it.tie v~Ilage about half way on the road from 
l\fartinsburg to Winchester. They told us at this village, that 
our train had been .going by E'ince early morning, and yet it 
was .,:till . coming_ on .as. if it had. no em\. As the train moved 
along the _pike, two wagons abreast, and following each- other 
ns close as they well could ; one. can form some- idea of. the 
nurnber of mules ano. wagons employed to feed and supply the 
nrmy. 

We reached Win~hest(lr~ L think, about nine p .. m.' and,: 
restecl on the stone side walk for a few min11tes; and were 
then told .to go on. . I found two OT' t.hre(l of my boys sleeping_ 
on the _stone waJk _so .soundly that. I could not arouse therfr, and,· 
so left them, the.re. to come on next day.· . About three miles 
fur~her on. we stopped for the night, and all lay down on the 
frozen. gr~und. I su_cceeded in piling up some ·stones) where . 
there had' once been a stone wall. These ·· stones broke the 

. . . . 

wind from me. as. I lay behind them,, but it :WM a, cold bed. 
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At day break we went on and got into camp with the 
a1 my about noon. This was our first real service, and about 
all the real service we had in. two months in the Shenandoah 
rnlley. 

On November ninth, 1864, our regiment moved from 
Middletown down the valley twelve miles to Crunp Rus..,~11, 
where with the rest of the army we remained until December 
first, when with the whole Eixth rnrpP, we left the army i;f 
Oeneral Sheridan, marched to Winchester, and from there 
were sent by railroad and transport to the army of the Potomac 
at City Point. · 

I found myself sick on this trip, and going on board the 
transport steamer, in a cold rain, just as evening was com'ing 
or, while trying to find a little shelter and warmth behind a 
sniokestack, learned that as c·aptain, I was entitled to .a state­
roc-m; I went to the steward, was assigned a- room, and then 
going on deck .I · hunted up two of my· men, as bad off as I, 
and took them down with me, stowing one in the lower berth 
and the other on the floor. We were so siek and tired that we 
did not leave our room until morning, when we found our.: 
selves at ·city Point. So :we had a rid~ on the ocean, ·but had 
not seen it. 

As we- ·were starting out to march that morning, I called 
the attention of our imrgeon to my condition. He told me I 
had ,Janndice, and must go to a hospital. Kneeling down in 

.:-,tl!e road, he wrote me a pass on his knee. I w51s in the hospi~ 

. tal_ Jen days and: had a ,·ery pleasant time, after thrt!B or fom 
dft,YE, when I began to feel better. _'!'hey dosed me with calomel 
and quinine and then kept me on -a light diet until I was 
perm;ijted. to go to my regiment. I · found the regiment had 
~e~

0
,some fighting while I was away: This was a little_ morti­

fying to me, but as none of my boys had been hurt, I did not 
_feel very had about it .. I think .I never was so hoDH!sick and 
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tlie(·Om aged in my life, as I \\'as for a half hour in City Point, 
when I found rnyeelf HJ sick among entire strangers and not 
knowiug for a time which way to go. But 1 soon found there 
w1:1,; 11 home provided expressly for sick officers of the sixth 
corps, and there· l enjoyed jolly company and plenty of fun 
n..;; I 1:ecanH' letter. T found our·regimeut fo camp on the 
W ch1cm railroad to the south. of Petersburg. · Some of :the' 
men having fitted up for themselves houses built of small lo.gs 
t·l n hefg·ht of abo\lt seven to eight feet a.t · the ends for 
gables atid ·· u~ually ii)::- feet fong ,dth tent cloth st.retched over 
for roof. B11t · most of tbe men weJe Jiving in the · shelter 
tJ11t~. "Lieutenant Day and I had Jog qua.rters a,bout twelve 
feet long by i,ix wide, on the ineide, wit.h · chimney quilt of 
P.tieks l_aid in mud on. one side, and going up a little· highe::­
th1ui the doth roof. We had two bunks; one above the· other, 
at_ one end, n.nd the flaps of the tent cloth a,t the other end 
for t11e door. We had some kind of a. table and ·beneli opp:'>:.·' 
site tl1e fire where two or three of us could s1t to write or eiit 
. A small amount of wood was furnished us. The lieutenant anfl 
I _ha.a a man hy the na.ine, of Walt.er, detailed for oni' cook; 
He '~'rt:'1 a._ very good cook, but t.oo weak and old fo carry a 
gnu. We Jived in this. l,ou~ about three months until thz, 
campaign, com111enccd·, April serond, 1865. Our bed was macle 
of s_mall polee, covered with pine bough OT needles 'and OU1" 

bedding c:onsisted of two or three blankets.. I remember that 
wh_en it beg-an to rain the water Would come through the d1\ 
clot!-!, but a.fter the cloth ,vas saturate<l, it would turn watkr 
very well. We had ·a great dea.l of mud :whHe in camp near 
Petersburgh. I was assigned duty. as hri_!!ade officer of thr 

• camps. I · "·ould be required, in turn, · with other ea.ptain-~, 
a.bout once in ·_two weeks, to inspect the camps of thi five regi­
ID.ents of om brigade to see if everything was kept in good or­
de1' and if guard d11ty was properly preformed. At mfdnig-ht:. 
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I must make grand rounds and learn i£ the sentries ·were 
alert. It was the duty of each sentrie ·of each regiment to 
learn of my approach before I reached their guard house and 
to halt me with the command 'fWho comes there." My an" 
swer would be "grand 'rounds." The s~ntinei' would reply> 
"Aclva.nce grand rounds a.nd give the counter sign." The guard 
having··ibeen turned out:·1-0 salute, I would pass on' to the next 

'1 e~irnen~. etz.. 
Om· camp on the \Yeldon R. R. was named Warren sta­

tion.· We left camp February ·5, 1865 and went· seven miles 
to n part of our line occupied~ by the £th corps. The 5th 
corps was trying to drive back the enemy, and to extend om· 
.liues still farther west EO that we ni-ight have more advantage 
with our. superior numberE. Our corps, or· a part of· it, was 
to· net as' a s:u.pport of the 5th : corps. The 5th seemed to have 
ucroruplished the task of or1ving bade the extreme rig,ht of 
1;he ene111_v and· so extending our line west to Hatchers Run, 
but the- confederates, being doubtless reinforced, turned up· on 
the 5th corps, pressing it back in places. We of t11e 6th corps, 
"-ere .. statiouecl at 11-0ints wl1ere it was s11pposed we· m.ight b'e 
needed 11nd were CXpoi,ed to artillery fire for hours. 1· s~w 
one ma11 ,:truck by ll r-annon ha]} fl few feet from wl1ere I 
stood. They picked him up aJid put him on a stretcher ariil. 
took l1im fo t~e rea.r. · A.· pint of his head seemed to haNe 
been shot away, but I afterwards heard that he recovered. 
Socn afte-r this the Rth eorps~ in our front, began to· give 
way.: The men were coming back in il :slow b11t. increasing 
~tream and bullets from, the eiiemf began t-0 sing bf us.· "lt 
W(I~ to llS n wild scene,. M we ha:d irnver been fairly under. fire 
before. In the n_iidst of it the general commanding our brig­
ade rode in among us. Colonel Bull run up to him ·and: says·, 
"Generai., we are waiting for orders:'; ·· He was· told to move 
the regiment to the left. T ga,1e- my men the· order fo shoulcter 
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arms and fall in; but some of them seemed dazed and it was 
fren that I s11w the great .advantage of having a few cool and 
experienced men in m;y company. They took hold of the 
dazed ones and_ Rllt_ them in their places, ~s you might place 
men on a checker board, and we were soon off to take up our 
~tation Eome distance to the left. "\-Ve were then out of the 
range of the ,enemy's fire, as the line oi the 5th corps was still 
Ffanding fast in front of our new position. We found sortie 
logs making a l_itt]e protection so we etood waiting for the 
enemy to sh.ow up; . 

While we were waiting, our -rrrajor came along saying "Boys, 
we must hold this position if the devil himself comes,'' but I 
do not think any of us wanted to see his satanic majesty just 
then. Our lieutenant, Colonel Bull, who was in command a.t 
the time,- followed, only saying "Boys keep cool/' which seemed 
to have a much better -effect on our nerves. ·we lean:ied after­
mmls. that one regiment of our brigade that was left at Hie 
point where the 5th corps line broke, gave the enemy one vol­
ley as they came out of.. the woods in their front which soon 
eleared their- scattered line out of sight and left our· troops 
masters of the field at that· poinh 

The enemy being <lriven back, -we left· the 5th corps to 
guard their position which we wenLto-the :rear· and bivouacked 
near a plantation house that had been taken p()ssession of by 
the 5th corps as .a hospital. A ,co-Id rain had set in and very 
many (perhaps a thousand) were most ·of them lying on tlie 
ground with no protection but their sold1er blanket. I helped 
earry some of those men into the :ho11se · whete 'the surgeons 
were at work. TheJarge·-parlor in which were the amputating 
ta;bks, looked like a slaughter house, while many• leg~J&nd 
imns wer~: thrown baek on the side. On the, outside},( the 
wounded were suffering terriby from the cold rain. I tried to 
heat some ,stones in a fire to -help some of tJi!m but c~uM not 
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do much good that way, so I went back about eighty rods to 
where the men of our regim,ent wer~ lying around the fires 

,they had built. I remember that I hugged the fire. so closely 
that night to keep warm that I burned one or two holes 
through my woolen blanket. The cold rain continued and we 
were exposed to it for the larger part of the next day. They 
moved us to another positioii behind the 5th corps. There was 
n fort in their front which the 5th corps tried to capture, but 
failed falling back upon our line. 'fhey finally passed through 
our line and left us in the front line. We were told; by. our 
officers that at twelve o'clock that night we were to storm the 
fort that the 5th corps had failed to take. '!'hey exhorted us 
to go about it in earnest and be sure to show ourselves better 
soldier~ than any man of the 5th corps. Accordingly at 12 
o'rlock we were awakenerl from our luxurious couches, of logs 
and brush, anrl told to make· no noise, to be careful that no 
tin rup or canteen should rattle and to step as careful as pos­
E<ible. We received the order in almost whispered_ tones to 
move forwarrl by file right. This seemed strange to us, but we 
kept. on by the file right route until we reached our camp at 
W a.rren 1,b.tion seven miles away. We had left· the 5th corps 
\\"hieh ha.rl been silentl:v fortifying themselves just behind m: 
tll take care of the cnr-m:·· '!'he battle in which we had par­
ticipated. for. three days was called Hatchers Run .. Our regi­
ment lo,t. in Jl-e ba.ttle of Hatehers Run, ,nne man, Sergeant 
T:fall. not of m:v e:omp:rny. ,i·ho was killed. We h111'iecl him rm 
our retnrn to \Ya.rren station wit11 military honors. 

CAPTURE OF FORT STEADMAN. 
On th<' 2.'ith of ?lfan·h. 1864. General _Lee's Army. made 

PT! ntten:pt to ra.ptme Fmt St.eaoman, 'Pit:nated on om- line 
about three miles east of Warren Station, where onr regiment 
,Ya;; in camp. Jt wa.a just as daybreak when the attack was 
madP and from om ramp we rould ,:ee tlasheR of light look-
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ing like a prairie fire, where the fight was going on; , The 
enemy by a. sudden dash, harl broken· through our lines and 
captured Fort Steadman. 

· We soon got orders to move and with other troops from 
our corps were 11 urried to the scene of conflict, but found 011 

uur arrival that the 1;eb~ls had, been driven back so there 
was nothing for us· to do. We then went ba.ck, marching 
past our quarters two or three miles west making an attack 
on the confederate picket line, driving it back some distance 
nml eaptnring rnme p.risonen:, until we drew the fire from 
their main line of works. M:any of the shots from cannon 
in their forts passed ·beyond UF. One man in my company, 
standing dose to rne, was; hit •by a minnie ball on the side of. 
the face just missing his eye. The wound, not very serious, 
must have left a scai·. We established a new picket line with­
in rifle range of their· main works where their's had been. I 
:mppose this . was t1mie in Ji1·eparation for tl1e general attack 
which was made upon their -lines a few days later. 

Dming the l_ast week of March, 1865 there were very 
clear indfr·Mions in our camp at Warren Station, th,at tlw 

spring campaign was about to c:01nmence. General Sheri­
rlan came over from the Shennandoah valley with most of 
the troops that had been wintering, ;md passed on fo the 
left of Ha.tchers Run. A whole division of colored! troops, ali;;o 
passed us, going, to the left. We were told to tum over to 
the commissary department every thing we cou1d not carr_y 
and to he ready to march at once. 

Finally 011 the cirnning of April first. the roar of cannou 
fo the left told us that the fight was on; and a little a.fte1' 
midnight, April 2nd, we were called from sleep and told to 
fall in ta.king everything with us. Ammunition was furnished 
the men, and we bade adieu to Warren Station, moving to 
the· left. 
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We moved alo11g a good rna.d for about a mile, march~ 
ing briskly, when one of my men fell down and upon halting 
and the surgeon's examining him, he was found to be dead. 
We left a couple of men to bury him and mark the grave, 
while the rest of us went on. There were about ninety men 
belonging to· my company at that time .. After moving about 
three miles, we drew near the main line of the enemy and 
were ordered to lie down, th~re being a thill' picket line of our 
men still in front of· us. 

While we were taking up our position and lying on the 
ground, a brisk fulisade was going on between our pickets 
and those of the enemy, and bullets were singing over and 

. around us. One officer of our regiment was severely wounded 
while we were thus -lying on the ground. I learned aiter­
ward, that our whole division was drawn up at this point in 
wedge sihape, · with our regiment at the point of the wedge. 
After we were in position, the pickets ceased to fire and all wa;; 
still and we waited some time for day light and the signal to 
charge. 

As it began to grow light, the signa] was given by the 
discharge of a cannon from some part of our line, telling us 
to go ahead. As soon as we began to achance, the enemy 
began to pour in their shots and many poor fellows were left 
behind us, bleeding on the ground. Among these was Cap­
tain Doughty, commanding one of the veteran companies. He 
haci been in· the old fifth for three years, and as some of his 
men told me_, had been through thirty battles. Just before ·the 
charge commenced, he was standing near me, laugthing, joking, 
evidently tr?ing to keep up the courage of the men and make 
them forget their danger. It seemed to me, that a man who 
ha(l gone throng'h tl1irty battles must ha.ve a. charmed life; but 
he was one of the first to fall almosit at my side. It seemed 
hard that f:O brave a man, having pasi;,ed through, i;o man>' 
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<llflngers, should fall at la&t at the hour of our triumph. 
'The first obstacles met were sharpened stakes, Chivaux De­

frize, leaning in a row towards .us. '1'hese being passeil with 
some -difficnlt_y, we came to the main line of .their works, 
climbed over and were soon anrnng- their tents. Thev re-. I ~ •. 

treated rapidly. We kept on until we reached the south side 
railroad. which their line had been defending; and thus cut 
off General Lee's Army from any rail communication with 
the south, and f:'O preventing him from forming a junction 
with Johnoon or getting supplies from the South. 

My comp_an_y had five men wou11ded in this fight of 
April 2nd. One of these, Lyman Beman, lost an arm. None 
of my compan_v were killed. After the -battle, our corps mov­
ed to the east to aid in the capture of Petersburg. While on 
the rnaroh, by the rank, fom battle lines going on side by side; 
General Grant anil staff l'Orlc through between onr lines, a11~J 
l think the rhee1· that rose ,ms· heard for miles. 

As we drew near Petersburg. :"Orne fort<, on the enemy·R 
line, to our right, gave trouble; but were finally taken by 
mu .men, an-d we went on until we drew -the fire of troopr, 
defending the city. As it was getting dark at this time, we 

protected ourselves b_y digging shallow tre11C'hes in which WP 

lay down I remember tha.t while we were lying on the ground. 
in battle line, a. cannon shot passecl over my company, strik-_ 
ing the .ground in our front, and throwing dirt over us, then 
bounding and throwing np dirt behind u:-. Not all ra.nnon 
shots were i;o harmles,: that day. One, a piece of railroad 
iron; ·struck in· thP company a.hea.d of mint.', as we werl' 
marching .by the flank and killerl or wounded fonr men. 

As it hec·ame dark. a re]] wa.':\ mnde to form- a pirk0t 
line in our front. My brother. Ren. wa.R one of those Eient 
from m~• rompany on thii; dnty. He tolrl me that they used 
the one spa.de the~, }1-1ul. in_ turn with murh ·haste. t/l dig 
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holes to cover them from the shots of the enemy. We learnl!ld 
that the negro division were to charge the confederate line, 
in our front, at daybreak the next morning. So as it began 
to dawn in the East, we heard a. big yell, as the colored di­
vision went forward. Soon after another cheer and then all 
was still and we learned that Petersburg was evacuated. 

Then while the wires were. carrying the tidings of great 
joy throughout the north, W€ with rather sober faces, were 
tighting up our belh, munching our hardtack and otherwise 
preparing for the race before us: 

We learned that day what it was to march under a load, 
under a very hot sun. The army left behind th~t day enough 
overcoats and blankets to carpet the road for . miles. Our 
nu~rch was kept up for three days, April 3rd, 4th, 5th -and 
all night of the 5th when we were on duty ~s train guard·, 
often having to put onr shoulders to the wheels to help get 
the wagons out of the mud. 

On the morning of the sixth, we were allowed about one 
hour to rest and make coffee and · then, as the enemy were 
reported in our vicinity some little time was spent in trying 
to locate them. Their trail having been struck, we were hur­
ried on and at a place called Sailor's Creek, came up with their 
rear ·guard and baggage train. Onr advance had been having 
some sharp skfrmishing with their rear guard and· we haJted 
where quite a number of the killed and wounded were lymg . 
on the ground. The. enemy ha.cl. crossed Sailor's Creek and 
were making a f'tand on tlie other side.· 

A-s T understood at th time, the battle of Sailor's Creek 
wa.<; fought by the infantry and artillery of the sixth corps; 
and some of General Sheridan's Cavalry, that . attacked the 
enemy in the rear, while we· were in his front. I could ,iee 
nothing of the fight heyond the line of our brigade, but of 
that pa.rt. T ~fl"" ron~idrrahle. Our brigade, of five regiments, 
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moved forward in perfect line, over open ground, down to 
Sailor's ·Creek, the line of Captains four paces in advance, be­
ing kept as perfect as though · we were on parade. Our 
,skirmishers hnd crossed the creek, and were lying clown just 
beyond. We were ordered to go through. S-ailor's Creek was 
a muddy run from fol'lr to six rods -wide. Some of the tired 
men found· this hard to ford -as the mud and water, in the 
middle, was as much as three fort deep. One of my men 
was wounded slightly and lay down in the water. 1 went 
back to him, but his _pluck was gone and I left him there. 

Our line was reformed, and· M:-assachusetts regiment 
on our left being armed with seven shooter rifles advanced 
first. As they opened fire, there seemed to be a constant 
crash and blaze where they were standing. 'I'he rest of the 
brigade was then. ordered to advance and did so, in order, un­
der heavy fire. Our regiment, the /ith Wisconsin, was on the 
extreme right of ou.r line. We marched directly up the hill 
in front receiving a heavy fire- from the ene1f1y; when sud­
denly, 

1 

we received the order to "right oblique" and "double 
quick" after which onler we bernme a. good de·al seattered. 
Some of our men went a good d.istanre to. the right nnd some 
not so far commenced returning the enemy's fire. 

My men soon -sought suc!h cover as they could find from 
stones and furrows in .the ground. I got hold of the gun or 
a wounded man and did my best to make it unpleasant for 
the .fohnnies who, from behin\1 logs, nnd. other protectit>ns 
were ma.king it uncomfortable for u~. We were at a disad­
vantage, as they had the best eover.. ·while this rifle fight 
was going on, a Rhode Island Battery took po~ition behincl 
us, m1<l commenced thrm-dng shells over our heads info the 
woods where om- enemy was concealed. We could see that 
these sbelli- were more efl'eetive than our rninnie rifle balls; 
a:c: they tori:' limbs and sii,,erE< from the trees, and P1'en knoekecl 
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m pieces some of the logs behind which their soldiers were 
lying. I must confess, that in the heat of that fight, those 
shells had an agreeable sound for me, as they went screaming 
over our hreds and dropped in the woods among the enemy. 

About this time some of our regiment that had gone 
fartherest to · the right, began to as-ail the left flank of the 
enemy, and SheridaJ1's cavalry were coming up in their rear. 
It was too much for the bravest of· men and they were soon 
putting up white flags to denote their surrender. 

The first Lieutenant, Fleetwood, of my company and one 
of our Sergeants, Lowe, received the surrender of the Gen­
eral ( commanding that part of their line) and brought in n1s 
horse, a very fine one, and presented it to our Colonel Thomas 
S. Allen. The Lieutenant got from the Colonel an old horse 
which he and I afterwards. found very convenient to carry 
nur baggage. My company lost in the Battle of Sailor's Creek, 
fifteen men wounrled. Some two or three of these died. 
Aniong those of our Company wounded, was John 0. Hois­
ington, who had his leg broken while bearing the colors of 
the regiment. 

Our army captured at Sailor's Creek nearly seven thon• 
sand prisoners rmd all of General Lee's baggage train, mak­
ing hfr, case hopeless, an<l compelling his surrender at Ap­
pomattox three days later. It is said that more prisoners 
were taken in the battle at Sailor's Creek than in any other 
one battle during the whole "·a.r. When our corps reached 
th~ vicinity of General Lee's army, at Appomattox, we were 
ma.rched into an old :field of perhaps twenty acres surrounded 
by wootl-lantl on all !:'ides. 

A road ran along one side of this field and over a hill 
beyond. Our c-annon were parked in the corner of tbe field 
where the road passed over the hill; -and the whole field was 
i::warming with horses. men. and arm;;:. We learned that Gen-
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eral Grant ancl Lee were holding a conference, the immediate 
AlllTender of Lee's Anny being demandeil. We waited wit11 
considerable anxiety for the result of thi;; conference. Would 
Lee surrender or must we fight again? I do not think that 
aJJy of us wanted to. see a.ny more fighting. 

After we had waited two or three hours, a party .of our 
officers came 1rnt of the woods down the road, waving flags 
and shouting, their horses on the gallop. We all knew what 
that meant. Lee'A army had laid down their arms and we 
were going home. A cannon commenced firing a salute. Im­
mediately there 'rose from the ten thousand men gathered in 
that field, the greatest shout l ever heard.' a shout in which, r 
am sure, we all joinecl. · J~verywhere, I could see caps, hats, 
haversacks, canteens, blankets and other a.ccoutrements go­
ing up in the air. 'The whole corps · E<eemed to have gone 
c:r:azy. After the· shouting hacl died away, some of the bri­
gades lrn,d thanksgiving services conducted hy their chaplafof'. 
Ro ended the mu- of. four years. and the next day we com­
menced to turn our footsteps towards home. 

We did not go far towards home at first, or. follow a di-
1·eet rontf'. · Retracing our step;; by a march of two or thret~ 
days, we camped nea.r Burke's Station, · April 13th, in a· fine 
open forest; and were f urni>1hed by our wagon train, with 
;;npplif's vf foocl, _· clothing, etc., of which we were in sore need. 
Soon after this time, newf; can1e to Qur camp, that Johnson 
had ,mrrendererl to Sherman. That same day, ranrlles were 
issued to the men in om· rlivisio11, and they immediately con­
cluded, we must rel£>hrate our good fortune.. 80 they built 
bonfires, and also lit their randies. and fastened the·m in tbe 
irees, and we had a men-,,· time. That very night, l think, 
a report eame to onr ramp, that Lincoln had been shot. a 
report we rould not bdieve at that time. 

The next day. T wa~ ordered to go <rnt with ] '2fi men. 



FAMILY .RECORD ,53 

and relieve our Brigade picket linf. I found the line out 
about three miles, and it seemed to me, as much as two miles 
long. I passed along the line just before night, relieving 
the pickets, and putting mine in their places; and then went 
back to the other end of the line, laid down, and slept a 
little. 

At midnighi, 1 went down the line again, and •back, and 
laid down to try for more sleep, but was soon roused by an 
orderly, with directions to bring in my pickets. So I walked 
the length of the line · again, and then back to our camp. 
From the time l left camp to my return, I mus't have walked 
from twelve to sixteen miles and got but little sleep. 

Upon my return to camp that morning, April 25th, I 
found the tents all down, my own included, and learned tuat 
our whole corps were ordered to Danville, 100 miles from 
where we were, to aid Sherman in the capture of Johnson. 

We were soon on tlie ma.rch, a.nd hurried along all day, 
and sometime into the night, before halting. I think . I 
.never felt more tired than when I rolled up in my blanket, 
aud lay down on the ground. that night. We forded small 
,treams but crossed one river, the Staunton, I think, · on a 
pontoon brirlge, put in by our pontoon train, and all ready 
for us when we reached it. 

Men and horses, artillery and baggage wagons, were rush­
ed across this •hriclge, nm] mlJSt have required hours .in cross­
ing. 

When we reached Danville, the whole_ town seemed to he 
OJJl to take a look at u~. \Ve passed through the city with the 
bands playing, "!lfossa run, Ha! Ha! Darkies stay Ho! Ho!" 
etc. The darkies seemed pleased, but Masi,,a looked sour. The 
town had seen no federal troops before, except prisoners dm-­
ing the wa:r. 

We learnerl here. that. ,Tohmon hail now ,mr-rendered to 
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Sherman; so our work was done. We remained in the vicin­
ity of Damille · a, few days, and enjoyed its balmy air and 
beautiful spring flowen•. M.y brother Ben ·and I took a walk 
one day; along the railroad to 'the south, until we thought 
,re had reached the North Ca.rolina line. -

After this., our corps made its was slowly north, picking 
up Government property, and l\,fa:r· 2-Hh passing through 
Peters'burg and Richmond, towns that seemed sadly demoral­
ized, and on June 2nd, reae:heJ Hall's hill about seven miles 
to the south from 'vV ashington. 

Here we learned that Sherman's army, and all of the 
army of the Potoma~• exrnpt our eorp3,. harl been mustered 
out, an<l were on their way home. Our corps had a review 
by itself in the City of Washington. The men were ordered 
to draw new rap;; an.I other m~1Y dothes if they were needed, 
and to put the;nsdves in i'ha.pc for the review. 'J'hey growl­
ed a good deal about the caps; a;; most of them had tracleJ 
their old ones with the darkie,.,, for straw hats. These trades 
were often effected without saying to the darky,- "by your 
lea.ve." Most of the company offi<·ers paid for white rotton 
gloves for their men. With ehoes nicely blacked, elothes 
brushed, aml ru·ms burni,:hed, we ;;:et out in the early morn­
ing, ten thousand strong, for the C'ity, and reached it in 
good shape, just as the sun was beginning to pour down his 
increasingly hot rays. 'l'hen trouble commenced. · They hm1 
f;prinkled the streets, &o that the men w<>re splas11ing in mud·, 
until you could not tell if the shoes had been blacked or what 
color was the white gloves. Then we were kept standing in 
the hot snn. waiting for hrn or titre(' hours for those who 
were preparing to see onr show. · 

Finally We marched down Pennsylvania Avenue, a di­
Yi&ion .of two companie~ front, eaeh division reaching nearly 
or quite across the ~treet from C'lll'b to ('UJ'b. We pa.-:sed the 
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stand upon which was President Johnson, and many other 
of our leading men. Although I ha.d the command of one 
division of our regiment, neither I nor any other company 
officer, or soldier, was e'xpected, to turn his eyes toward the 
gJ;and as we pa:osed. We were there to be looked at, not to 
look. · The Colonel of ea.ch regiment saluted as he passed the 
Rta.nd, a.nd commanders of Brigades an<l Divisions, halted at 
the stand, until their commands had gone by. 

In the meantime, it had become intens1y hot, and many 
of the men fell down in the streets, and were picked up by 
ahibulances. After the parade was · oYer, about fifty men, 
with two or three company officers, of our regiment and the 

. colors, started back for camp. My company mustered in that 
little band ,vhen we reached camp, only myself, my brother, the 
Orderly Sergeant, and one other priv-ate. The remainder 
of the regiment was either. stilt in 'Washington or sttung along 
the road. As we neared camp, there were indications of 
rain, and soon after we reached the shelter of our tents, it 
commenced to pour, ,and those of us who were under shelter, 
had nothing more entertaining, than to watch the long line 
of straggler!', Wilding in covered with glory and mud. 

Our regiment was mustered out of the U. S. service, at 
Halls Hill,' Va., June 20th, 1865, and \Vas !>()OD on the way 
home. We had some little excitements, -and tussels on the 
way, principally caused •by whiskey. At the depot in Wash­
ington, while waiting for a train, a drunken Lieutenant of 
our regiment, got into a quarre_l with some members of ii 

New ,Jersey regiment, which quarrel came near ending in a 
general fight of the two regiments. 

I was officer of the day on that day ilnd was ordered· by 
the Colonel to look after the boys, who seemed to be getting 
into trouble. As I passed to the other side of a warehouse; 
~t<m<'Nng- betwePn tl1e regiments, I found myself in the midst 
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of a struggling mob of men, a,bo-µt fifty of whom, Wisaonsin 
men, were being pushed back by one or two hundred Jersey~. 
J t was a c:owa.rdly fight on both sides, six to one. I expected 
for a few moments, to be nm down too, but think mJsash, 
(as officer of the day) saved me. 

I soon met two or three officers of · t.he Jerseys, and to­
gether, we succeeded in getting the belligerents apart, they 
driving their men one way, and I mine the other. 

I was in another bit of fight, on a steamboat, while we 
were crossing Lake Rrie. One of the soldiers who had e>harge 
of a horse, went to om· quarter master, asking for some 
grain for - the horse; -the quartermaster being drunk, called 
the man, "a son of a bitch," upon whic-h the soldier knockerl 
him down. 'f!-e quartermaster jumping up drew his sa.ber, 
and mad.e for the man; when the major and I, la.id hold 
of him, and took the saber away. The quartermaster tht.11 
thew a pistol, from his bootleg, the Major seizing him agajn_ 
\fhile I was twisting the pi~fr,J nut of hi;; hand, he fired it, 
and sent a. bullet through the Major's picket, emptying out 
his knife and purse. After that, a e:rowd of angry soldiers 
proposed to baug him, and then the . Major and I, had to 
rh<fend :Mr. Quarter-master, from the men. . 

I believe that whiskey caused the l()S;;: of many lives in 
the army. Doubtlei,s it w-as a damage to the confederates 
as well as to us, but I tl1ink we suffered most. I believe we 
lost some battles through the incompetency of drinking offi­
c·PI'~ . 

. WP reacher1 Madison, Wii,consin. abot1t 'the first .o:!' July, 
and I was back in my fath~r's hou!"e, twenty miles from Madi­
son, to spenrl the fourth. of ,July. But I soon found I had 
brought ·home with me, the germs of II malarial or Typhoid 
fever, whic>h ]a.id me np about two months. 

We .were p11id only onrr "'hilc in .the army. T received, 
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at that. time, as l remember, about three hundred -dollars. 
Soon after our discharge at Madison, I w-as pa.id off, receiv­
ing about $1,050.00. Eight hundred of this was in U. S. 
interest bearing bonds. I afterward lost what :amounted to 
four of these bonds, ,by investing in a machine shop company. 
The loss, as much as $500. 00 was quite a blow to me finan­
cially. 

In u;e fall of 1865, I engaged in teaching again, taking 
tharge of ,rl:at was known, as the Waterl-Oo Academy. My 
sisters, Ji;,abelie and Lucia, were my assistants in the Academy, 
and we had a young woman by the name of Swift, teaching 
music. We had, some of the time, as many as one hundred 

. pupils in attendance_, but our building was small for that 
number. 

ln October, 18G,j, I wa5 married to _Miss Hattie Hough, 
of Madison, Wisconsin. We became acquainted with eacli 
vtl:ei·, w-hile I wa;: attending the University of Madison, and 
cori·esponded oc-c:asionall_y, while I was teaching at Eau 
Claire, and finally bee:ame engaged. 

She wore he:rself out," teaching in the Madison Schools, 
a.nd when I rehirned from the army, I was convinced, she 
had not long to live .. · But she had hope of getting better, 
and I found that she wished to be :maJTied, and I wo{;.Ia not 
disappoint hr. We were married Oct. 20th, 1865, and im-

- mediately went to keeping house, in rooms bn the 2nd· floor 
of the· .~cademy building. J remember that she was grieved, 
that my school duties kept me from her so much. · 

She beeame worse as the winter passed, and towards 
spring, wis11ed to · be taken bar-k to Madison, where she died 
rery suddenly, April :3rd, 1866, I being in the Academy, at 
the time. 

Hattie's f!ither was a Surveyor, and did considerable 
nicP work a.round M1lnison." He plattea the Cemetery, in 
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which she was afterwards buried, it being laid out in circles 
with n-0 straight lines in it. Her father died, before I be­
C'am~ acqu·ainterl with Hattie. 

Slhe had a brother who went to the army from l\tfadi­
iJ()ll; as -Captain of a company, and was killed in the siwge 
()f Vicksburg. Ile left tlm'e children, girls. Two of whom 
are still living at Madi;,on. Hattie onre took first premium 
at tbe State Fair, at lVIadison, f<;>r a very beautiful drawing, 
entitled •·The Voyage of Life."' 

I went on teaching in the Arndemy at Waterloo, A. D. 
1866-67 a.nd at the clo;,;c of the yea.r, my sister Isabella, t,e­

ing marrierl to an Eau Claire rnan, arnl l having received an 
invitation, to take c:~rn.rge a-gain of the 1Vcm Claire Seminary; 
I left Waterloo, and went to Eau Claire, in September, 1867. 

I_ taught in the Seminary, in the year 1867-68, three 
t.erms, of ten weeks eac11, being -assistecl by one of my former. 
pupils, Miss Elizalwth Denni,1on, nu(l b_Y rny 8ister Lucia. 
l\-frs-. Coghlan also ca.me over one or hro hours each day, al!(f 
taught some small clas,:e<,. jn Germ~n and Greek. 

In our large,:t room. or rhi1pel there were ~itting;; for 
sixty pupik and I took c'harge of that room myself, and 
kept tho::e seats constantly filled, tea~hing all the larger 
clasi,es. The Board of Trustees guaranteed my pay, at the 
rate of $80 per month of four weeks. This arrangement gave 
me $600 f.or thirty week!'' work. 

I had entire charge, collected all bilfa, pafrl the ass1st11nt 
tea.chers. arnl turned over to t·he Boarcl about $200 at the 
end of the second year. 

Augu~t 13th, 1868, I was married to Miss Leona Knapp 
of Waterloo, one of my former pupils. - She ha:d been in my 
f·chool -at. Waterloo, for some time, anrl I had never thought 
of her a.9 a wife, thoug·h much pleasecl with _her a-5 a pupil, 
until. one· morning, ~he pres.ented me with a fine bouquet of 
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roses, blushing very prettily as she did so. I can bear her 
witness that since that time, she has scattered ni.any roses· 
along the pathway of my life. Mrs. Hall was not yet nine­
teen when we were married, while I -was thirty-three years. 

In a · short time after our mar~iage,. Mrs. Hall and 1 

were on our way Jo Ea.u Claire, to be ready for the fall term 
of school in the Seminary. \.Ve took possession of three 
rooms in one . corner of the building on the ground :floor. 
T•hese rooms, though small, accommodated us very well, as we 
had but few belongings at that time. · 

In going to Eau Claire from Waterloo, in t'hose days, 
we went northwest by rail to La Crosse, thence up· the· Mis­
is,ippi to Reads IJan<ling, and thence ·by small steamer up 
the Chippewa to Eau Clafre. ']'he ride up the Chippewa was 
very ·plea...<:.ant, when the boa.t did not stick too long on the 
f;clnd bars . 

. There was a yer_v good congregation of Methodists wor0 

shiping at tha.t time in the Seminary Chapel. By- opening · 
folding <loors, we could aecommodate one hundred and fifty 
people, hut ive had a.t that time, no one willing to play the 
organ for us, so M:r,s. Hall was immediately called upon by 
her new brother-in-law, ,T. A. Coghlan, to pl-ay for us.· T 
thought this a pretty hard trial for my young bride, among 
almost entire strangers, but she wen.t through it all right, 
and from thnt time while f'he stayed in Eau Claire, was our 
organist. 

My brother Frnnk was in attendance at the Seminaiy; 
during most or all of the year. He was fifteen years old at 
the time. He had 88 hi, Peat ma.te, and especial friend. Byr(>n 
Buffington. Byron's fat.her was one of the leading lumber­
men of the Chippewa Valley,· and at his death, left all his 
busine~s in Byron's hands. Byron carried on the business 
with grea.tel" ,:1rrres,: th1m 11i:o father.- He told me, when I 
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visited him in 1903, that he had had two hundred men in­
hi;;. employ, summer and winter, for ten years: He is 110w 

one of Eau Claire's richest men, and a leading banker in the 
city. He anrl Frank with their wives took a trip to Europe 
together a few years since. 

l\1rs .. Hall and I have had two or thrEle very pleasant. 
visits at Eau Claire with Mr. Buffington's ~people 8ince we· 
came to M:innesota. 

. I found my work in the Seminary becoming more and 
more tiresome during the second year. I lost my appetite 
and strength and finally ca.me to the conclusion that it would 
be best for me to giYe np teaching, and go west, and get me 
n farm. - My brother, B. G. Hall, and I had bought a city 
lot, and in the fall of 1868, put up a small frame house upon 
it. We had a Methodist man, by the name of Baldwin, work­
ing for us on this hou!'e. He told me about the fine opening 
for farms in Minnesofa; at Yellow Medicine; where a son­
in-law of his had loca.ted, and where he was going to make 
his home. So after my third term of school closed about thP 
fast- of April; I starled out to dHit :Minnesota. 

Mrs. Hall, ~ieter Lucia, and my brother Frank, started 
ha.ck to fat.her and motlrer in Wisconsin. The women too.fi. 
the -steamboat clown the river; but Frank and I starting ve1-y 
early in the niorning, in a s1i1all skiff we· had bought for 
one doJlar, kept a.head of ihe steamer until noon, they pass­
ing us. 'while w~ werl' resting on the l'lhore, ·and eating dm­
·ner. 

The distance b Reeds Landing from Eau · ,Claire is sixty 
miles by river :md we had nothing but a paddle· each to push 
us along; yet, as the river was high, the current probably 
carried us four miles an hour, when we did not'hing. It was 
after ·d:a:rk when we reached the Mississippi, but guided -b:• 
the lights of thP town. we rno11 <'rossed · the river anit drev 
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up our little· boatd boat on the shore,. and'. leaving it there 
for who ever might wish it_, joined Leona !lid Lucia at tlie 
hotel. 

The next morning, r took a steamboat up the Mississippi, 
for St. Paul, while the rest of our party, went: do.wn, th:.1 
river to LaCi·osse, and thence to our father's home in: Wis­
consin. From St. Paul, I made my way by rail, to Mankato; 
and thence by stage to Rediwood Falls. At Redwood Falls. I 
fell in with William and Ka.tie Dibble, and some ot~ers of 
t'he Dibble family, on their way to Yellow Medicine. They 
k-in:dly allowed me to join th~ir party and after some trouble, 
in crossing the Redwood river; where. we put the baggage · 
acro;:a in a boat, swam the horses over, and then pulled the 
wagon through by a long rope; we went on to Yellow Medi~. 
cine~ reaching the place about sundown. 

We found the Yellow Medicine river high, but venturett 
to ford it, being the first team that spring to cross. l think 
thi., was May 1st. There was plenty of snow at that time, 
!'till in sight, on the sides of the bluffs. 

At Yellow Medicine, I stopped with Mrs. Saunders, 1Ul 

old lady, who settled there with her son Ben, and daughter 
Angie, in · 1865, soon aft.er the outbreak. Mrs; Saunders' 
house was a brick buildiug used as _a jail, in the time· before 
the ·outbreak.· 

After visitiug Mr. Baldwin near Granite Fall,. and look­
ing around some in the present towns of Echo, and Posen, 
I conclud·ed to 8ettled on a claim 'held 'by a Mr . .Churchill, 
in the present town of Wood Lake. Churchill told me, 'fthere 
was· onl~· five or ten acre,: of water on his claim, but said he 
could not find the corners Fithout a surveyor. There were 
about twenty acres of timber, mostly brush, which looked 
much better to me_.· than bare prairie, and . the soil as it 
8eerned to me. a,, good as any that could be found on earth. 
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So I agreed to pay Mr. Churchill $500 for going to the 
land office at St. Peter, one hundred miles, giving up his 
filings, a'il.d getting filings for me. I paid him a pa.rt down, 
when he came back, and in the fall the remainder, minus 
fifty dollars, on account of his deceiving me about the wate:r. 
I had three hundred more to pay to the Governmen,t at the end 
of the year. I afterwards bought more land adjoining until 
I had about four hundred acres; more than one hundred 
acres being Jake or so wrt, as to have no value i11 a. wet time. 

· At one time, including an eighty, that I afterwards· gave 
my son Charles, I owned nearly five hundred acres. I ·im­
mediately rommenred woyk on my new ·farm, boarding with 
the Churchill family. 

The house in w·hieh they had wintered was a complex 
.~ffa.ir, built of small Jogfl, taken from the Indian houses in 
the sou1ih grove, to a height of about eight feet. It was twen­
ty feet long, by about 14 feet w:ide, having a ridge pole, run­
ning from end to end, propped up in the middle of· the house, 
by a post. It had a board floor, a.nd then ·a ropf made partly 
of boa.rds,. and then of sods, then topped off with hay. Tnis 
roof did very well as T . afterwards learned, except when it 
mined, and then the ra.in would continue longer on the in­
side, than on the outside of the house. • There was a stable .. 
in which -Mr. Churchill kept a pair.' of. 'horses, a.nd some hens. 
This was constructed with less architectural skill; consisting 
merely· of crotches, set in the ground, backed with poles a.nrl 
hrnsh; · .a.nd ·covered• with· hay. · 

I lodged in this stable for awhile, before. the Chutchills 
vacated the house. I found there w-as about an acre of land, 
north of . the •house without much hard sod, or trees, that 
l\'Ould do me for a. garden. 1 thought this must have been 
a.n old Indian field. T engaged a man, John Weins, who 
lived at the a.g-en.cy; bnt hail taken up a piece of land. a· mile 
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n~rtheast of me, now . the -fa.rm of William Phinney, to plow 
this piece for me. 

When I commenced to cultivate my garden, I found that 
my old field, had been preempted by an occupant, new. to me, . 
that proposed to harvest the crop before it had time. to ripen. 
So . I · was obliged to get a trap or two and commence war 
upon the pocket gopher, a :fight we have. had to continue on 
my farm at Wood Lake from that time till the present. We 
raised thirty bushels of fine potatoes in fihe garden, but lust 
rrlost of them from rot. We had some fine pumpkins, and 
par;;nips that came good the following winter. 

About June fat, my brother Ben, having traded off our 
hou!'e and lot in Eau Claire, joined me at Wood Lake, bring• 

·ing with him ,a span of horses, a wagon., a double buggy, a.nd 
household goods, and some money. Ben then went to Re~ 
wood Falls, and bougM a breaking.· plow, a.nd joining:. with 
our neighbor Furguson, who had a pair of light -mustangs, 
"re got ten acres broken up for ourselves, and six for .Fur­
guson. Our plow, one of the old kind with standing coulter; ' . 
was too heavy for the team, and the ground, .was: dry ·and 
hard, so we had but a. small amount -0f land ready for the 
1870 crop. 

Ben took. out homestead filings on an eighty · and a frac­
tion_· a.bout one mile south of mine, and we set· out· to work 
together, which we continued to do for some years. · 

After we were through breaki:p.g, B~n went . to_ Wiscon~ 
~in, working a.whiJe tbere)n the harvest, nnd then getting-back, 
October fat with two ~olts, a }·oke of steers, and · two or, three 

c-ows or heifers. and a shepher;d. dog. He made the journey 
of four, hundred miles, in about twenty days, using the tw~> 
,vear old colt. as a pack thorse. , 

We spe~t the month of October preparing stabling for 
onr ~tock .. bnililing- a ~tablr of. good _sized logs, 16x18. This 
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we · chinked. 'Up, plastered" with; clay,· and -s--covered' .with hay 
for a horse stable. For the cattle, we set crotches· in· the ground:, 
with· poles -on -top and:a.ronn& the sides, a-nd·covered· the· whole 
with hay. 

As our· buildings were sheltered by a thick grove of about 
frve acres;- we had the stock nicely fixed· for the hard winter 
of 186-.9..-70. On the la.st day of October I drove to Redwood 
Falls with a. lumber wagon to meet ·Mrs. · Hall, and our first 
baby, OharJes Francil;l, whom I had never seen, who· was born 
August 6th, 1869'. · · 

On the day after his· birth, while I was mowing hay, 
about a. mile from home/ occurred an eclipse, the nearest to 
a complete ·-eclipse that I have ever seen, . 

"I well remember on that day,' aff were out· looking at 
the eclipse; ,vihile I remained· ·in bed looking at· my little son, 
who eclipsed Old Sol." (Leona.) . 

As the weather was. good, money short for the many. 
things we- must buy, I concluded, on arriving at· Redwoo·d 
Falls, to picket the horse!' on the west side of the river, leav­
ing •-them there, I went up town; and stopped some time 
at the hotel, but as 'it was gettip.g. dark, and I was uneasj· 
about the horses; I went. back, and slept under my wago11 

. until morning, when .after feeding the horses, I went· back 
and, found Leona · and Charlie . waiting for me at the hotel, 
and· seemingly not well i,afii:•fie<l with· my arrangements; yet 
I had but little time to visit. with thern that morning, as I 
had to loa.d iny wagon with lumber, shingles. na.ils, etc., for 
house· buildhlg at Wood Lake. 

We started about nine o'clock, having a heavy load, airJ 
a strong Northwest wind to face. lt was a long, cold ride 
on November 1st, an<l I have since· wondered how Leona, anrl 
Charlie stood it as t.hey did. We were stuck in a rut; after 
dark, while erossing fibe .Phinney place, and I .was obligecl to 
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unload a part of ·the load, to get loose. 
· Soon after Leona reached ·Wood Lake, our neighbor, John 

Weins; went to W asec-a, with ii wagon and two yoke of- oxen, 
to move his ·brother-in-law and family to Wood Lake; until 
his return. He gave us permission to use his house, thinking 
to be gone about two weeks. I moved Leona and pa.by 

_ over to the W ein's house, and we immediately tore. off 
the sods, hay, and other 1006.ng, from our house, and com­
menced to build it higher, so that we might not only stand 
erect, but ha:ve something of a chamber. We employed an­
other neighbor, Mr. Barr, who had some tools, and was some­
thing of a carpenter, to help us, but were un-a.ble to get 1t 
done before Weins came back with the Hauprie's family. 

We were pretty thick then, in t!'he Wein.'s mansion, 14xl6, 
a sod roof, No. · 7 rook stove, and sixteen in· the family ut 
night, when I was present. We got along very well, however, 
as they insisted that we should occupy the one regular bed, 
while the rest were rolled up in blan_keta or ori beds made up 
on the "foine" earthen floor: 

Ben, during all the time we were at work on· our house, 
slept in · our new horse sta.ble, and lo_oked · after the stock, 
cooking for himself. Finally, on Saturday night,· we had the 
house plastered up with clay, the gables and windows in~ 
and roof boards on, and then, Ben and I, having no other way 
to keep warm, laid- shingles all day Sun<lay, finishing up one 
side. On Monday, we spread blankets and quilts on the roof 
boards on the other side, put up the · stove, and moved in, 
having previously chinked between the logs, and plastered with 
clay. A day or two after, as I remember, we :finished shing­
ling the other side. 

On Dec. 1st, I think, .Jv.ljr_ Tibbils and wife, my sister, reach­
ed Wood Lake and' joined us, having sold their house, in Ea{i 
Olllfre. Mtr. Tiobils had been ont in .Tune, arnl taken up a.l:orn<:-
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stead claim about one mile from us. They spent the winter with 
11s, getting ready to put up a. 16x24 log house, in the spring, 
drawing the logs from the woods on the Minnesota. river, six 
1piles away. . 

He lirnd in that house thirty-eight years, and it is still 
i'tflnding, A,. D. 1909. 

The winter of _ 1869-70, was a hard one, with a good 
amount of snow lying on the ground in the spring to a -depth 
of two or three foet. . One of our neighbors, a Mr. Armitage 
lost his oxen, that he had turned out to drink in Sand Lake. 
A sudden blizza.rd· coming from the Northwest, they went off 
before it to the east. When a · party of us, who turned out t<? 
belp him, f01md them three days later~ they were· looking like 
i:now banks, and neaJ·ly dead .. We had qnite a task to ,dig 
them out, get the snow: out of their hair, a.nd get them. =lim­
bered up so ~-hey could ,;walk home. They. were frozen some, 
b11t. finally. recovered. 

We had team enough fo do good work in the i::p1ing 
breaking. Tibbils and· Ben run the breaking plow with their 
tea.ms, turning ove.r about thirty . acres, ten acres for each of 
us. I planted mine to sod corn, the most of whi-eh the hlack­
hirds ha;rves1ed; I saving a1 Jittl~ by cutting it up green. One 
acre, planted earlier, on ground broken the year before, the 
bir:ds took f!Vfil!J' ear. of. · 

I had about seven acres in wheat, yielding ten bushe19 
per acre. Mr. Tyson liv.ing five Tl)iles Muth from me, came 
over with his reaper; drawn by a. yoke of oxen, a.nd"finished 
cutting my wheat nnrl oats, after I had· eut a part with rr 
cradle. I boun-d all by hand, self bincJers not having romt' 
into ue:e at that time. Ben a.nd Tibbih,. with the· horse~ nrn: · 
mules, had gone to .the Eastern part. of. the state, near Pla.hi­
view, to work in the harvest. They stayed 1mtil the ground 
froze. /!etting good. w:ag-e,c; for ha.rvei:ting-. and thf'n for plO\i:-
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ing. A threshing machine from Red:wood Fall~ ea.me up 
la:te in the fa.II, and did my threshing with Mr. Tyson's and 
Millers, and, some other small jobs. 

We found the people living -at the Agency, or- Yellow 
Medicine, were ha"ing a Sunday School at the home of Mrs. 
Sanders, ( the oldest woman settler, afte:r the Indian outbreak, 
in Yellow Medicine.) Mrs. Hall and I rnmmenced attending 
tl:c Sunday School in the summer of '70. The_ people ·who 
met for S. S. finding tha:t I had· a licenee as a local preacher 
in the M. E. church, ,vished me to hold senice for them, 
,rhich 1 began. to do, and continued to do, more or less, for 
some time. 

As time went on, I was often called on to conduct fu­
nerals, and weddings, an<l these calls have been continued everi 
until no\'\•, 1909. I have gone in answer to euc-h • calls from 
nld friends, for such service, .from 'Redwood F~lls to Wood 
Lake. tlnec or fom times during the past year; For ·wedding 
fee~. J nHrnlly hail five, and sometimes ten dollars. For 
funerals, the tHanks of friends, until I · began to think- 111y 
popularity along this line, was owing to the great· giief, or 
f, ngal habits of my patrons. 

I never have received, any pay for preaching, excep:tin~ 
for onl' yea1· at Ean Claire, and onfl at. Wood Lake, in wri-:11 
eaRes, I gaye up moi;:t of my time to the work, .ancl had no 
l'em;on to complain about pay . 

. ~ome time in th~ summer 1lf '71, Ben, Tibbils and I; 
rnnc·lmled to buy a threshing ma.chine. Ben and Tibbils 1rnd 
some. experienee before, in threshing in W'!lbasha County. · We 
h1d 40 tt{'i·es of 0111'. own grain to threeh, and ·were sure of 
more among -our neighborR. So we bought an eight horse 
power. machine, costing, I think, $750. 00. This, Ben nnd 
Tihbils were to nm, while I looked· after the farming; We 
run that machine for three se11,'"0ns. and threshed all the grai11 
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in four or- five townships, during :that'·time. 
But we had a varied• experience not· all -0f which _wa;: . 

pleasant. As we had hut little- money fo pay down. for oru­
machine, we depended on earning it by threshing for others. 
But money was short among our neighbors, wheat low, and 
the ma.rket~at Wilmar-45 miles -away. So we· must pay 
twelve ·per cent on our notes a.nd give time <to our patrons. 

We found: most of the grain on new ground, full of· gum 
weeds, which made it thresh ha.rd) and the result was some­
times un..."3..tisfactory to our patrons, when we failed to get 
good dean wheat out of gum · wee<li;:. We furnish~d four 
horses, and the men we thresl1ed for four more. But theil' 
fonr we.re sometimes very wea.k from hanng nothing bui 
gi•ass with perhaps bundle oats to eat. 

I remember hvo threshing job6 tlrnt caused us an m1-
U£1ua.l amount of trouble. We· ,rere threshing for Ole Homme, 
in the town of Sioux Agency ; when a hard rain came on, wet­
ting the grain, and soaking up the track. We attempted b 
start again before the traek and grain were dry; and broke 
down, an<l sent to New Ulm for extra. castings. We fixed up 
nncl tried again, -and a.gain broke · down, and Tibbils went. t<i 
Ma.nkato for extras. We were seven· or eight days in·· gettin;:;· 
out of that one setting. 

We had another experience of a rn:lfernnt chan1-cter; whfl<> 
threshing Lyle McRober.t's in Sfoux A:gency. Ben and my 
brother, R. -E. Rall, were n111ning the machine at that -time. 
We had· -done a. good day's work on the 31st of Oct. '73, I 
think; b-ut on the morning of Nov. 1st, found the ground 
covered with mow, and more coming, with a strong wind 
blowing. As we clearly could do notliing a.t threshing that. 
day, we starled for home, after breakfast, Ben stopping: in 
the village with our -horses, to get schm, f?ho-es set. whilr L 
and R. E. with a wagon and Tibbili,.' mules we11t on. 
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. After going up out of the river valley, we found the 
Anow drifted in places, but anticipated no trouble, as we 
could see where the wheels h.a.d crushed down the 'grass, show­
ing where the road was. Going on a little farther, we could 
see no marks of the road, in the drifts; but were not alarmed, 
thinking we knew the direction well, and would soon strike the 
track again.. We -could see in tl:e-- storm, from ten to twenty 
rDdi;, I· thjnk, but could find no road, while we soon foun<l 
our,elves mnning into sloughs filled with water,· Our wagon 
tra.ck behind 11s was wipecl out almost _immediately by the 
rlrifting rnow. We had no guide but the wind, which I knew 
1rns in the no1ihwest, and so should, blow on my right· cheek, 
if. l went southwest towar<ls home. But when I would run 
int.n s·lougl!, I would find myself so confused after beating 
n.rnund it, that it would seem to me that the wind had cha.ng­
ed; which idea I could with difficulty,-get out of my m.ind. 
Tbe win cl was blowing very strong, so that it · blew some 
thiugs out of our wagon ·box, thereby losing them, and finally 
it took a.wa.y my !mt and, SBnt it spinning across the .prairie. 
l pursued the hat for awhile, but was -obliged te give it up 
or lose the wagon. I was .then bareheaded in t.be storm, ,,·ith 
wet feet.; and was forced· to ta.ke off a light blome to tie 
a.r,:tmd my head, leaving my heaYier one ouly, -for my bony, 
and go on foot to keep warm. My brother, R. E., having a 
lmfl',1.Jo Ct>'l..t, drove the mules. 

He and I finaJly began to diispute ahout the course- we 
wrre g-oing; R. E. saying, "we were going too far west," I. 
"fr10 far ea;;t!"· We finally saw near us, a government -cor­
ner l't.ake, sticking up nea.r a slough. We went to it, exam­
ining it. carefully, hoping to find out where we were. All 
we could make out from it was "S" "4." and as Section 4 
was west· of Wood Lake some mile or two, I gave up that R. 
K wall 1-i1tht imd T had heen miRtaken in the direction. 1'hnt 
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sta1rn wa.s on the southeast corner of Sf:ction 14, just three­
fourths of a. mile from my house and in plain sight of my 
grove on any ordina.ry day; b.ut I had never seen it before, 
and so fa:iled to understand its message. 

We now turned the left cheek to the wind and started 
east, where we might have traveled upon the unbroken prairie • 
fifteen or twenty miles, and never found, a house or a: human 

· being .. After going about a mile, we came to marks in thr 
grass, evidently made by wheels going n01th a:n•d E,onth. a.n~l 
\\'e immediately conclud{!d it was our best chance to go· rnut1

1 

on this ttail. Anything like· a road looked good to us the11 
and must lead to shelter somewhere. 

After· going south, perhaps t.wo miles, the track g, ew 

plaine1· and then seemed t,o ·divide up in a meadow, where ·1rny 
hail bee-n cut. We Rtopped the team, and I followed, fir•t 
one track, 1mtil it disappeared. and then another until tha.t 
ran out, but the third trial lecl me to a hay ~tad: 011 ihe hank 
of Sand Lak~. I knew the stack. and the lake. Wt' were h 
the south of my place only ahvut two miles. We follmvt-d 
the shore of the lake, west, about one mile to the house _of Mr. 
C'.t0ok_; for· whom the boys had threshed, not long before. He 
warmed and fod 11,, and I never "was so gla.d of a. shelte1· n"" 
then. I was not at all clad· to endure s1wh weather. 

We read1e'd home about nine U1e next foreiH>on. nnd 
.found - Ben an.cl Leona, considernbly troubled about us.. Re.11 
nlso was lost by. taking the wrong roacl in t.he ;:;torm. hut 
fom1d, a house, was set right, Hnd reached home witli011t_ much 
difficulty, and in time to help do the chore~. 

When I settled a.t Wood Lake, Yel1ow Me'clicinP Co .. 
was a part of Roowooa- county, but after two or three ye.al>', 
it was Ret off, and a l\ih. White· beeame our fir8t County Su­
perintendent of schools. In 1874, T th1nk, I !'ucceecled Whit:• 
as Co. Sup't. hnt having been elected· to repreflentil01H ili~trid 
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in the State senate, in 1876, I resigned the superintendency 
to take my pla.ce in the State senate. 

Our senatorial district a.t tha.t time embraced the coun­
ties of Brown, Redwood, Lyon, Lincoln, Lac qui Parle,. and 
Yellow Medicine. Brown Co., was by far the most populom, 
rrnd New Ulm the most important city· in the district, and 
Brown Co., succeeded in electing the next senator, · when my 

if'rm was finished. 
I found my duties in the Senate yery pleasa11t, though 

Rfrl1rnwba.t- taxing to my health. The confinement in a warm 
room, often giving me a headache. I used to walk a.bout the 
city a g;ood deal, for exercise, and fresh aiir. I made some 
plea~a.nt a.cqua.intanees, among: them were Senator Pillsbury 
d Minneapolis and Sena.tor Nelson, who was b1:ought up in 
Wiscomin, in Deerfie1d, a town joining on the south of the 
one in which I lin~'d. Senator Pillebnry invited me to hi~ 
l,o·rne in Minneapolis a.t one time, and entertained me over 
the Sabha.th, and took me around the city in his carriage, in 
comp'.lny with his wife and daughter. 

I was very well acquainted also ,.ith Senator Donnelly, 
our beE<t orator, who called me, "his friend Hall," and, put in. 
in my Enmc, his "school book bill" which I thought at that 
time was a g1ood biU. but came to believe afterward that it was 
intended for the financial good of Donnelly & Co. We ha.cl 
practicaJly three sessions of the senate while I bekinged; the 
la.st nne being for the "Judge Pa.ge impeachment trial" which 
lasterl for forty days. a.nd ended in a. failme to impeach th, 
.Tndge. 

l\fai'rh 3rd., 1878, while I was in th~ legislature ID'.)' dea,r · 
mother died in St. Paul, in the house where I was boarding. 
S.he Was hurt in tlie home of ,Mr. Tihbils, by striking her 
head against the corner of the coffee mill. A bunch began t.o 
,21·ow where ~he waf' hurt and we cornmltt>d Dr. Flynn of Rerl-
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wood Falls, who advised "to let it alone," but as it continuell 
to grow, m~· sister Belle and I took her ·to my boarding pla:::e, 
in St. Paul, where she was operated on by Dr. Murphy, who 
was considered the best surgeon in the ,city. A large pieee 
of the skull was ea.ten away by what appeared to be a can­
cer. Erysipelas set in, and she lived but a short time. 

Sl1e iras taken home in her coffin, and· was the first oue 
to be bmied in the new cemetery a.t Wood Lake. The ground 
for the cemetery having been given to the public by my 
father. She was bitterly mourned for by my brother, B. G. 
Hall, W'ho was intending to make a. home for her and father, 
with himself, and had a.11-oady comm(.'nced the work of build­
ing a. house whfoh she had planned'. 

I made out. better, financially, in the legisla.tme thau 
most 'politicians do. As it cost me nothing but a little time 
to get there and nothing for tobacco or drink, and as I boarded 
in a. priva.te family for a dollar a da.y, instead of going to n 
two or three dollar a. day public house, I hacl quite a little 
money to take home with me. This with the income of my 
farm enabled me to get up fa.rm buildings on my place, very 
good for that time; so we began to feel inuch more comfort-­
n h l c> in our new home. 

:Father, after mother's death, lived for awhile'; witl1 me, 
but as we had a. large family, and Leona's health not good, it 
was arranged that he should make his home with his daughter, 
Ml."8. Coghla:!J., but he left all of his business affairs, and 
property. (be had a.bout $5,000.00, part of which he ha.a. in­
vested in lanrl) in my charge. He sometimes a.sked me for n 
statement, which I rea.dily ma.de out for him, and with which . 
he was always satisfied. He died July, 27th, 1891,. nem·l_y 8-1 
yea.rs old. His four soni:, a.nd two sons-in~la~'- a.;ted a.~ hi, 
hearers at his funeral. By brother Frank. at . tha.t tinw 
practicing law in l\.~adison,. Wisconsin. looked nftrr the ;,ett1~-
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ment of his estate, and remarked, "that he ha.d settled several 
estates within the last few yea.rs, but had never. forind one 
that made him so little trouble as father's .. " 0 I took the most 

· of his land, and paid the other heirs in money. After the 
settlement, I found myself owning a;bout five hundred acres of, 
land. 

LUCIA AND .1:-1~,ASrrMAN. 
On April 5th, 1873, my youngest sister, Andelucia., was 

married to a distant relatiwi, Andrew Eastman, who spr-ang 
f1xnn the Wa:terbury side of our family line. Eastman wa.s 
eduea.ted for a preacher, and did some work as such; but, not 
rncreerling as .he ha<l hoped, he tried to teach singing, in 

· 1vhieh calling he met but poor success. 
He tried' fanning on my father's farm, after his ma.r­

ria.g-e, hnt he and father did not seem to get a.fong together at 
thi~. it-nd ;,o brother Ben went fo Wisconsin, sold the farm, 
anrl moved both families to Minnesota, settling Lucia. on 
eig,hty acres of his Jand'--Lucia .. paying for the new farm; jt 

h.ing- at that time pnrtially improved. 
Rut Enstma.n was not sa.tisficd to work on a fa.rm, a.nr1 

throngh th• help of Lnria'R relatives, tried preaching for m 
awhile at Wood Lake. After this, he went to 801:1.th Dakota, 
n.ncl to.ok up some Janel, under the homestead law, and in 
thi;; moYr Afl T remember, he ma.rle some niJ:va.nce financinlly, 
fl$ in fl ~l:ort time hr ~olrl his home!'iead entry. and !,-O ob­
t 'inrd II little money. 

Jn tbr meantime Luc-in ha.d been failing in health, a,;, T 
think. being discouraged b~- Ef!stma.n's failures to accomplish 
anything. financially or otherwise; and October 27th, 1883, 
she died at her home nea.r the Village of Wood Lake. While 
f'h~ wn.<: n~'ing-. Enstman f'fl.irl. "tha.t he nnd Rhe were running 11 
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ra.ce to the gra-ve, and that it was uncertain which should die 
first, "yet he out-Jived her about twenty-five yem·s. 

In her will_, · she bequea.thed the use of her property;. a 
farm of eighty acres_. nea1· the Vil1age of Wood Lake, to East­
man, while he lived, but provided, that after his death, tr.e 

. farm should go to her brothers and sisters, in equal shares .. 
Among my first acquaintanCtls, when I went . to Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin in the fall of 1861, to take charge of th~ 
Wesleyan Seminary., was James A. Coghlan, a me:rnber of the 

· Boar<:l of Trustees, a Methodist, an energetic· man in what­
ever he_ undertook, a firm friend to me, and a little later, the 
husband of my sister BeHe. ·f:'oghlan was one of our very 
beet church workers at Eau Claire. In fact, J,arnes A. Cogh­
lan, was the most i:1(:tive and efficient member of the west sid-P 
i\1. E. <;hureh, oi ·Ea.u CJaire, during the five years, that I 
was teaching. there, and was, as I learned after I left th,~ 
plaee, tl;e lea.ding JUanage:r, and finaneier in building a ne'IV 
M. E. Church which wa8,_ when finished. the finest cliurch at 
that time in the city. 

Mr. Coghlan sold his property in Eau Claire, and moved 
with.}* family to Woocl Lake, Minne8otn, reaching our plar·e 
August ,l8tl1, 1871. He came through with his family in n 
covered buggy, with hYO good horses, a.nd settled on land lying 
s-o:utbwest of his brother-in-law, H. N. Tibbils . 

.. He put up the first frame l1ouse in our township_; 16x2-4. 
with twelve foot posts <'hawing his lumbel' from Willm:a.:r, a.;; 
also his household goods, forty-five miles over poor roads. He 
built his· house just across the line from Mr. Tibbili,, making 
it very nice for ~he women, who were sist~rR. Mr. Tibbils being 
in poor health. · 

As_ Mr, Coghlan had fifteen acres broken m~ his place in 
1871, he raised his first crop in 1872. Mr. Coghlan's family 
when they <'ame to Wood Lake. C'Omisteil of Mr. and Mm. 
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Coghlan, his e_on Fred, and daughter Maud, and his sister 
Mary. Mary died, De·cember 8th, 1872. Two · additional 
children were born to them at Wood Like, Edwin R., and 
Lulu. Mr. Coghlan fared rather ha:rd in the worst blizzard 
.Minnesota. ever saw, which commenced,· Jan. 8th, 1873, and 
continued with grnat fury for more fuan forty hours. It was 
said "that as many as one hundred perrnns perished·. in that 
storm." At the time that the blizzard st.ruck us; I was teach­
ing school, in a small board school house, acros13 the roa:.d~ ·east 
from Coghlan's distant about twenty · or thirty rods. · I had 
about thirty pupils as I remember, several of them being young 
men. The forenoon had been very pleasant, and my }:mpils, 
as l called school for the afterno·n, came in from snow-balling, 
but i notic-ed, as 1 rang my hand bell that the wind· was 

· coming up .from the Northwest and was comm.encing to make 
the snow fly. We went on with 'our school work;· but it 
grew eold rapidly, and the storm roared· frightfu.Uy around 
(~UT f1aj} buildillg. It stood ~owever, as J had banked it' up 
wit,h snow. A little before four o'clock ·Mr. •Coghlan came 
over to the school house, and we all started foi" his plaoe, 
a.bout twenty or thirty rods away. We could hardly see, as 
the Etonn was in our faces, but by dragging along the -chil­
<lren, and girls, we sucf'eec1ed in reaching· Coghlan's home. 

A part of the school went "''ith me to Tibbil's, so filling 
hrt11 homes JHetty full. Thf' ne:xt morning, I went down to 
Coghlan's, where the,v were stiJl at the breakfast table. l 
aE<ked them_. "if they had been down · to their stable, to look 
after _their stock. One of the young men answered, "That he 
,roul<l net try to go to that stable for all the stock· there." 
I learned afterward.;, tha.t they h~d faetened a rope to the 
l'.onse, and tried to rrach the ~.table, while hanging to the rope; 
hut as the rope was· not long enough, they ha.d given U:p. and 
followed tr<' ropr hack to the home. 
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I told them, ''I would go to the stable, a.bout twelve ~ods 
away, and did· so, finding it more than half full of snow, and 
some of the e.tock with nothing but the tails in sight. In go­
ing baek to the house, I was oJ?liged to feel for the trodden 
path with my feet, and sometimes to. wait for the· most vio­
lcn t gusts to pass. Mr. Coghlan, and some of the yo1mg 
men rhen followed me to the sta.ble, and , ~e went. to work. 
digging out the stock, 11.nd banking up on the 1w1th sid1-· 
\Vhere the wind was ·arivirig the snow through the frail wall of· 
poles and straw. As the wind was very strong, and the tem­
perature twenty below, we could endure it only for an hour 
or two, and must then go to the house and wa1111. 

Several times that clay, I ran u,p against the house, and 
waF force1l fa, hunt to find the door. We carried in hny, and 
fed tl1e h.◊11'£s and cattle; but Mr. Coghla.n's ehickens \,·ert­
not dug out until the storm abated on the following- clay. 

OUR EASTERN TRIP. 
About the first of Jul_)', ·rnss, the G. A. R. 111011 lw!cl 

their Nati011al Encampment at Gettysburg. Mrs. Ha.ll, m,v 

brother Frank's wife, and· I concluded to {.{O to the celebration, 
taking with us, our tl1ird son, Albert; seven years cild. W•~ 
stopped for dinner nt Harpers Ferry, seeing- the old arsenal. 
the place in whic'h ,John Browri fought the State of Vi:rgiuia. 
We stayed over night a.t Hagerstown, reaching Gettysburg n 

little late for the celebration; but I very much enjoyed walks 
i ng- over the ba.ttle ground. 

Following the line where our men· had stood for : hour~. 
exposed to the destrnctivr• fire. and repeated attacks of thP 
ooufederate line. Many markers have been put on the li110.,, 
"'bowing where different regiments stood .. a.nc1 {.{iving an ae­
eount of their losses in the battle. -Many fine monuments to 
the memory of officers who fell in tl1e battle have been erect­
ed on the field. 11ncl nmonJr these, ,:-~ c-ne of 1\faj-or Genern 1 
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Reynolds; who commanded the first corps is especially con­
spicuous. 

From Gettysburgh, we went to Washington, stopping only 
one day, giving Leona and Albert, a chance to see the capi­
tol, and the president':! house and grounds. Leona and I 
were much interested in the hot house and statua:ry, whisper­
ing gallery · in the capitol, fountains, monuments and etc. 
Albert in· a broken rubber ball, and -the gold fish. 

From Washington, we went to New York City, stoppi_ng 
for four days with Leona's cousin, Ed. Knapp. From there 
by rail,, along the banks of the Hudson to Albany. From Al­
bany to visit some friends in Herkimer Co., the Wilmots who 
ha.d lived with us a.t Wood Lake nearly two years. From there 
we went ·to Carthage, and, Natural Bridge in Wilna, the 

. town where I was born, and lived until I was. ten years old, 
then to Potsdam ·where Leona's father lived for some time, 
aud where he was first married, then to Mm;sena, my mother's 
hir~h place. . 

. After this, we visited Ogdensbmg, and from thence ,~e 
went by river_ ( S-t. Lawrence, through the Thousand Islands, 
to Oswego, and from there by rail to Niagara Falls. 

T had Yisited Niagara. Falls, once before when a boy, 
but a_.fter forty-three years, it seemed like a very different 
place. Anno Domini, 1845, a straggling village in the wood;;, 
Anno Domini, 1888, a thronging city, with .nothing I could 
remember excepting the spot on the American side, below the 
Falls, whei-e st.anding _on the shore, I could see . the wateJ' 
,pcm-ing down 'into t.hc mighty chasm, and the 165 feet below 
mie, some few men a.nd women, who lo<'ked to me like small 
children walking. We spent a.bout half a day at. Nia.ga:ra 

. Falls, visiting several points of interest, and then left .. for 
home going by another roa.d_ further south than the one we 
,nmt east on. 
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ANCESTORS O:F MY GRANDMOTHER.. 
]v[ary Wright Kua.pp. (Written by her grandda.ughter, E. Le­

ona Knapp Hall. 
1'en generations before my grandmother, Mary Wright 

Knapp's time, a chart, belonging to my brother Frank, gives 
the beginning of the "Wright" line of descent, as coming from 
",John Wright, who ma.rried Olive, daughter of "Lord of Ke!~ 
vedon manor, c·o. Essex; England," who died in 1551. In 
the seventh generation the chart shows my great great grand­
father, Rev. Ebenezer Wright, born at Wethersfield, Conn., 
Oct., 2nd, 1706. Graduated at Yale College, 1724, took de­
gree of A. M.; ordained, :iVfay 1732. Preached at Sta.mfor<l, 
Conn. "Said to 111,we been u. powerful preacher." Died in 
Atarnforcl, Conn., May 5th, 1746,- · 

His. sons; Ebenezer and Thomas, married sister:,,, Grace 
and Ma.rtha Butler, daughters of Benjamin Butler of ·w ethers­
field, Conn. Ebenezer Wright was a Lieutenant in the Con­
tinental service in the Revolutionary war, was also one of 
four, who formed the first e:hurch in Rome, N. Y~ in 1800; 
Died Sept. 2nd, 1800. 

His wife Grace, died July 14th, 182L His brother, 
Thomas, my gre,1t pa.ndfather; dierl in 1822 aged 74 yea.rs; 
his wife Martha, died in 1831. To them were born ten chil­
dren Mary Wright, my grandmother, Thomas W.; Moses, J olm,. 
Ebenezer. and Allan her brothers, and' Martha. Patty, Han­
nah and Chloe sisters. · Nearly all Bible names so I think 
the:v must ha.ve been a religious family. 

About six generations, before my grandmothe'rs time, 
Nnthaniel Wright, a London merchant (who maJ·:ried Lydia 
James) is spoken of in American histories, of the . American 
colonies, as a very· active member, or director of Winthrop 
Colonies. He is said to have intended to emigrate to 
America. but did not do so. remaining in Eng-land, alw11ys 11.rr 
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energetic assistant or director in the affairn of the colony. 
He owned one--eighth share in ship or ships which brought 
the e:oloniits to America. He is supprn,ed to have influenced 
his half brother, Samuel, ( claimed as the ancestor of th~ Spring­
field, 1\1.ase:. branch of the America.n Wrights, and other mem­
bers of his family to emigTate ·to America. 

THE KN APP FAMILY. 
Asa Knapp, my grandfather, was the son of Peter Knapp, 

and grandson of Peter Knapp. He married Mary Wright, 
daughter. of 'l'homas Wright, March 9th, 1791. I have a 
certificate in my possession, given by the pastor, to my grand­
fa.ther, and · grandmother Kna.pp, reading thus: "State of New 
York, Stuben, Sept. 9th, 1793. This certifiesi that Asa Knapp 
and Mary, his wife, entered into covenant wit11 God, and 

. took their baptismal obligations upon themsel~es and had 
their child baptized by the name of Asa," by ri1e, Samuel 
Sells, Pastor of the second Clmrch of Obrist, in Brougord, 
State of Conn." Also, "A bond given by Asa Kn.a.pp oi 
Rome, in the County of Oueida, State of New York. "Am 
held and firmly bound to John Clark of Greenfiekl, in _the 
County of Hampshire, State of Mass.; in the sum of six hun° 

· drecl and twenty dollars, current money of New York to be 
paid to the said- John Cla.rk, or his certain attorneys, his ex­
ecutors, administrators, etc. Sealed with my seal, and dated 
this 2-Jth day of Sept, 1802. I did not copy more than one 
third of the bond. It was quite lengthy. 

Asa Knapp, and Mary his wife took a yoke of steers, 
hitched on to a sled,' and with some ·tin pla.tes and one kettle, 
rn,ade the first ~ettlement in what is now Potsdam, N." Y. He 
being the first one to strike· a blow with his axe. He lived on 

_ fl public road, and kept a ta.vern. He was enga.ged in build­
ing a lar~ barn and had a good mflny men to help him raise 
it. when he suddenly took sick a.ncl died. 
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To them were born six children, Asa, Jr., born April 13th, 
1792-died July 30th, 1796; Amanda C. Knapp, born Jan. 
:30, 1796; 1\fa.rtha Knapp, born Nov. 21, 1797; Maria Knapp, 
born Nov. 4th, 1799; Henry W. Knapp, borneE~~-~2nd, 
1802; Charles Butler Knapp, born Aug. 24th, 180~:fath­
e:r, Asa Knapp,- Sr., died aged. 40, Sep( 29, 1807. Mary W. 
Knapp, married . again in 1810 to David Raynesfo:rd. To 
them was born one daughter, Miary, Jan. 18th, 1811. My 
grandmother, M•ary W. K. Raynesford; was born in 1775, and 
died in 1845. My grandfather. Asa Knapp died when m:, 
father was two years old. 

Grandmother, being unable to support the family, bound 
out my father when he was but eight years of age to Benjamin 
Raymond, an uncle by marriage, who lived in Canada, and was 
by trade a ca,binet maker. My father remained with him, , 
until he was 21 years of age, becoming proficient in that· 
line of work as his clJ:iildren can bear testimony. 

When he was 21 yea.rs of nge, he :eceiverl $100 1d1ic·li 
was considered a munificent sum in those days. He shortly 
flet up in business for himself, and in the year 1832, Aug. 
9th, lie was ma.med· to Miss Catherine McIntyre at Parish­
ville, St. La.wrence Co., New York, by R,ev. Dr. Talbot. Five 
children were born to them. 

· Chas. MiclntyTe Knapp, born Nov. 18th, 1834. 
Helen Margaret Knapp, born Sept. 18th, 1836. 
Francis Wmght Knapp, born Apr. 17th, 1838. 
Albert Duncan Knapp, born Feb. 3rd, 1840; 
Henry Peter Knapp, born ,Tan. 3rd, 1842. 
His wife Catherine, died Apr. 6, 1844 at Bytown Canada, 

West. 
My father was in business with Horace Merrill, and 

after his wife's death, had a great deal of trouble with tbe 
servant problem. He employed a "nur~e maid to look after 
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the children." A regular house-keep€r, and an assistant." 
They naturally got in a ja.ngle. The hou.skeeper tried to 
assert her authority, which ca.med quite a ferment in his 
household affairs, so that he was obliged to remain at home 
one d,ay on account of the disturbance. _ 

On ma-king his appearance in the shop the next day, 
Merrill inquired the cause of_ his absence. My father related 
his trouble. Mr. Merrill told him of a half sister of his, 
who bad lost her husband, a.ndi was left with two little girls. 
Mr. Merrill wrote an introductory letter to his half sister, and 
got my father to write ollB also. They became acquainted 
through eorre.spondence, and he t'hen visited her at her home 
in Enfield, N. Hampshire from whence, they were shortly 
married by .the Rev. Mr. Smith, Sept. 4th, 1845. / 

On M;:ay 27;th, 1846, their first child was born, Julia Al­
vira, in Bytown Canada, West. In a.bout a year my father 
and wife and seven children left Canada for Wisconsin, leav­
ing my mother's eldest girl, Marion, with her mother, grand 
mother of Ma.rion, in N. H., a.s, .five step children in addition 
to her_ own three little girls, were too great a. burden for the_ 
little mother .. 

In height, motl:er was about five feet tall, and weighed 
but little over or under one hundred pounds. Miarion told 
me in 1904," that she did not know why her mother cried sa 
on leaving her with Grandpa and Grandma Bl-ake. That 
mother had her daguereotype ta-ken and gave to her a.t part­
ing. M1arion liked to visit G-rand'Pa and Grandma. Bla-ke, 
but slie little realized it would be eight or nine long yeall'S 
before she. saw her mother· again." When Mr. Hall and I 
"isited Morion, in 1904, in San Francieco, she gave me the 
d1aguereotype, inother gave her a,t parting, as her daughter 
Leonie's eyeeight had been injured while· a little girl from 
scarlet fever, and she <'Ould not .i,ee it clearly, or she would 
11ever pa.rt with it. 
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It has· a sacredness to me, knowing its history. My 
mother's heart must have been well nigh broken to leave for­
ever her first born baby girl, and in her place take five little 
strangers to her heart. That she nobly took them to he1; 
heart and made herself a real mother to the motherless chil­
dren, is testified to by one ,of them. Frank said, "If ever 
there was an angel on earth, it was your mother'' and he fe;ls 
his debt of gratitude to her, to this day. 

I have heard my father say, "If my mother favored any 
of the children, it was his, rather than hers." My father wa;; 
aecompanied to Wisconsin · with his sisfer Maria Adsit, all({ 
family and haJf sister Mary· Brown and family, there being 
nine members in each of the three families or twenty-seven 
total. He expected his brother-in-law, Joi,iah Adsit, to put 
him up a house, as he had sent him the necessary means. '1'1w 
lumber wac; hauled,. I think, but no hoose b11ilt, and the 27 
in number occupied Adsits log- house. One room below, and 
one above. 

Twenty-one ·children in one house, the eldest not ovet 
twelve years I believe. My father had laid in for supplies of 
gToceries, to last through the winter as Milwaukee was sixty 
miles away. He Jrdered a barrel of sugar, sack of coffee, 
chest of tea, and other things in like proportion. Soon he 
found, it disappearing at a tremendous rate. The family of 
twenty-seven lived high. As soon as possible, work was be­
gun on the new house, and mother e-aid, "they moved in. 
when at night the stars could be seen shining- through the 
roof." It' did not sfop the draught on suppli~s however; a~ 
the need of our relatives for groceries did not eea...o;ie. Father 
an<l mother, ma.de their move to the town of M.ediun, Dane 
Co. and on ,June, 21, 1_848, Delia Knapp was bom, but. only 
lived six weeks, and three days. In 1850, Jan. 17th, Emma 
Leona was born. and on Oct. 19th, 1851, Emeline Ermina first 
~aw the light. 
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I have ·heard my father _say "tha.t be moved west -on ac­
count o.f bis four boys." But on looking at the results now, it 
seems. to me to have been a bad blunder. My father w~ 
never cut out for a farmer by his build, or education, and the 
farm selected by his · brother-in-law, was anything but en­
cOliraging to n.n aniateur. Boys need a skillful farmer to 
train them EO a..<.:: to make a·. success along agricultural lines. I 
doubt if we begin to realize the difficulties that beset my 
father in bis venture. It doubtless was expensive. • I think he 
became discouraged, and thoughts of selling :flitted through his 
mind, as I see by some old letters; 

My half sister Helen had contracted consumption, and• wa.s 
a source of a.m:iety to my father. He sent her to Elgin, Ill., 
to friends, in hopes she woulrl improve. In 1855, I think, 

· she went t-0 the "water cure" at ~fa(lison, and her letters home, 
tell the pathetic story of a consumptive. Sometime-s, "feeling 
much better and stron~r 'then a.gain having chills" she finally 
c-ame home, (I do not know the time.) In Dec., I think, 
1855, or Jan. 1856. I well remember her death bed. I wai; 
just past six ye.a.rs old and did not realize ";hat_ death meant. 
Dr. Rood was in attendance on lier, and as he prepared fo­
lea.ve the house, Helen said, "Good,bye Dr." He answe-rod, 
"Goo11bj·e Helen.'' Mother was standing at the head of her 
couch, !:er tears falling on Helens face. She looked ·up at 
her and s-a.idi "Don't cry .mother." S'he must have passed 
a.way very shortly, as· my. father said, "OhildTeD. don't forget 
Helen:" She d-iecl .Tan. 29th, 1856, and had lived nineteen 
beautiful years. Little we thought that in less than ten 
years, fcrnr out of tha.t ·weeping group would ha.ve followed 
her. · 

Brot.her Charlie was ~way from h.orne, considerable. Had 
been to Nebraska and taken up some la.nd. He was home 
when: Helen <lied. Left soon after inter1ding to go to south 
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America. The last letter ,ve had from him, '!as· written from 
"G'a:lveston, Texas, "written to sister Julia: A shi}'> sailed 
a.bout that time for South America and, was wrecked in the 
passage. Father felt sure .he had taken passage on it, as<we 
never heard from him again. My father had written many 
letters to see if he could learn something· of him, but all of 
no avail. 

Brother Frank ha,d been teaching school a mile or two· to 
the soutJ1wesf of home, and fell in love with one of h'is 
scholm-s,. Hannah King. Their 11-erlcling day· was set for Dec 
25th, 1859. They lived with us that wjnter, and sometime in 
the following year, they started for Minnesota, Albert going 
with them to get him a farm in the new country. They took 
up some land in W1:tbnsha Co., near Plainview. In 1860, in 
August, I think; my niotl1fr and her only i;:ister made a trip 
to New Hampshire to surprise the daughter; mother had left 
behind wlien but six years old. Also her father aml motlier. 
and several brothers. Marion · was riow near seventeen yea.rs. 
perhaps, and had been married since she .was fifteen, and 
was now the mothe1; of a beautiful baby boy. They surpriser~ 
them all right, ::md everybod~· was o,crjoyed. Th'3y got there 
fn the early morning, and· notwithstanding their wearines.< 
(though they lay down awhile) they could not sleep. At the 
ringing of the bell in the Shaker settlement, they were up. 
and looking out of the window at the dear old Shaker pond OT 

"Maseoma Lake" now it has becqme. Marion bad married a 
well to do merchant, Mr. J: F. Patt-ee;· some time 'in 1855. 
'l'hey liYed in Enfield until Mr. Pattee died in 1871' soinetiii1e. 
His death· wa..s very sudden. M,a~on remained a:t Enfield 
about six· months, then moved to Concord. and in Oct. l-lO. 
1873 wa.s married· to N a:than Flint 

Some time later; they moved to San Francisro, Califotiiia_, 
where they lived till after the 1,?re11J f'arthtj'i18ke of Apr. lRth. 
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1905, then moved to Hayward, Alameda Co., where they still 
resid<:l, at .the present time. Marion's second boy, Frank, went 
to the Philippine war, and came home ,;jc.k with malarial 
fever ·from which l1e died, leaving a wife and little girl, Mari­
c.,n, named for her Grandma. 

Sister Marion has one daughter, ·Ltonie, who lives with 
her yet. A beautiful and lovable girl, but is almost blind 
from sickness in childhood. She has a typewriter, and is a 
fine perlonner on it, writing splendid", long letters . on _the 
"home life, and the cunent __ events of the day._ They are 
staunch, enthusiastic Republir..ans, a.nd- keep well posted in the 
political life of. the day. Mr. Flint, is a. quiet man, .an engi­
neer, who ma-de our stay with them very pleasant~ when. we 
, i::ite<l- them in 1904. 

In 1861, t'he. Civil war broke ouf; my brothers Albert1 

and Hemy enlisting about the same timer not knowing· the 
other was to enlist. Albert enlisted in 3rd Minn. reg't. co·. 
G; ~ volunteer infantry. Henry Jn the 11th, Wisconsin volun­
teer Co. C. Albert died Apr. 17th,· 1862_ in Nash ville Tenn. 
Henry was in, the Siege of Vicksburg, and· died a.t Bras,hear 
City La., of typhoid fever on August 14th, 1864. The follow­
ing -notice was sent to. my. father. · "A recent death in the 
Eleventh." Death by typhoid feve1; in the regimental hospital 
at ]lrashear City, in the-J4th of Aug. Orderly Seargeant, II:, 
P. Knapp, C-0. C. 11th Reg't. He .was buried with military 
l'.onm·s on the 15th in the soldiers burial ground on t~e north 
>'idc of the city. The burial servfoes were attended by Chap­
lain Wel11,1. Sergeant Knapp is spoken of as. one of the best . 
soldiers in the regiment. -By his brave_ and· gallfmt conclunt 
on the field of hattle and kindness in· the quiet camp, },e had 
won the highest estEem of. all who knew him, and has many 
friends in the regiment,. as well .as at _home, ~bo will deeply 
monrn ,J1il' -lo;:F< .. Much iwmpflthy i~-C'xprFia!'etl,for hi!'l parent~ 
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and friends .in the loss of one·· w'ho had· proved':4illhSelf a 
patriot, and thanks ai:e · due to . Surgeon Everett/;, H_os. 
St.e,va.rd Trmsel, and the nursi~ for their kindness to'·the 
deceased while in hospital. 

Albert. enlisted Oct, 3, 1861,.. but, his constit,ution · could 
net ,,tand the southem : cli~~.te, a:p.d he f}iea'· iii less: than · a 
year. He~ry s,erved t}lree years, a.nil :r~~h.Jisted' for three :year'l 
more or during ,the war, He came home in June 01;1 furfough 
for a month, . returned. in July, and rlied '·in· .\ug. Saft· iri-: 
d<'ed. were those days in our home. 

In the meantime brother Fmnk lrnu. enlisted ·1md leav­
ing his youi{g ~vife and ha.by in ti1e' little cabi'n on 'the: fron­
iicr in :Miun., went u, the a.nny. He was wounded; lostng two 
fingei-s on his right' hand,- t.he third fin~er being ifil(. so he 
hns alwayr1 been a cripple. 

Our mother,, who had 11frt been well 'for ten yea:rs;· seemhl 
t,o be failing -quite fru}t. duJ'.ing the y,ea:rs 186~, ~nd '65'; ·and 
on Sept. 22, 1865, though but 45 Je~_rs of 11.g~, ga:ve: up llie 
struggle of life, and closed her · eyes forev~r on all eartlily 
Rr.enes. We were indeed desolate. Brofher Frank's wife H.fut. 
nab, aml . !ittle girl,. Grace, we/t., ~isiting _11s . ~t. tl;i t.ime ')i:f 
mother's <lea.th. Oul' home haq Jost tn'.J ~agn~( th11t.bouii1f 
ns to it, and in the spring of 18fi6, m;v. father ·sold thir :~ear 
old farm which had_ beenthe, sceq~. 9f so maiiy joys a.nd sor­
rows, aud with. his three girls, and mother's one, 'moved to the 
Viilag-e of Waterloo· t~o mile~ away. 

On Feb. 22nd, 1868, sister Julia. wa~ :manied fo,S:l!.inu~I 
A. Squire, !and she and ·her h\1sband left to mlik~. a h6m~ for 
themselves. Mary Ann. mirri~d a. Mr .. Colville. irJ f872/and 
left home. t,o reside. near, Columbus. Wisconsin.' Mary Ann 
die<l in 1874, leaving a, baby girl, who soon follow~d its moth~· 
er. .Sister Emma a~-d myself \yere a.ll t~at., ,were l~ft to keep~ 
honse for o~r father. '.We att.ende.d school in Waterloo: fo 
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Prof. ,H:all in. the winter of 1866 and 1867, a~d the __ houf?ework 
frJ-ter Julia h~d charge of till she married, then Emma and I 
were: i:rr charge. 

·._ :Prof. HaU ta.ughLin Eau Claire t_he year of 1867-68, so 
Emma and I, went to Amos Squire, ( who taught: _ini the Baptist-_ 
church~) to schoo1.i ·However, in that year,· Rrof. Hall, and. 
1~ysetL()Oll1plete<l a:rrangemfnts "iv herein J was,t-Q• conti,nue my 
,:.chcoling under bs iristnirtions· the i-est' of n1y, lif•h·:an.<l. we 
wenci marrie-d Alig. 13th; 1868-, and-'left alm,ost immedia.tely 
for, Eau Claire, whete he taught tha.t· year. 

MY: father and,_ Emma. wei·e now alone. His eldest sister, 
\i !:o ,'w.a.i:; ;,ji:rgle/,lBtaJed with · them part.•of that winte1•. My · 
father a.nd Bro. Frank, visited me that w-i.ntet:in ~u -Clair~,,, 
hut my father ha.cl decialed to marry again, and !n M_a.rch' 1869 
was married to Aurelia Howe. Thev continued ·to live -in 

. - " 
Waterloo, she ,keeping a. millinery shop, and he working in the 
1111Whfoe _ ,shop. W'hi.le \Ve were on the fa.rm-, my father ha.cl 
ma.de a dovetailing ma.chine, which lie used in making window 
hlindi:, with sister·, Emeline and ruy?!elf. for m-otiv.e · power: a: He 
perfected_ the m:acbini>, a.nd got it pa,tente.d ·.in 1869, · I ·toink; 
T·he ma.chine was n. decided· success. But: like most .in,wnt-01--s 
1'e realized _hut a little to what he should have had .. :'s 

At :the Vienna ·Exposition in 1873 ''The medal of :Pmg~ · 
rP;c•" th,-,, !:'l-i':,-st medal of Rian-k" was awarded to the "Kn.a.pp 
ml:lcbine". the only dovetailing machine for: which this -medal 
wa~ gfren:' At both the g-rea.t Industrial Expositions;. held in 
Cincinnati, in 1871 a.nd 1872, the first premiums, "a.nd' the 
~iher fr1eda1~· were awarded. thi Knapp: in-achine· over-.all com­
pl'titors. Ma.ny testimonials,,. were received; - ''°recorimien<linp; : 
its work or ooa.nty, strength ruid -ra;piQity. doing the· work-,of 
a dozen or: fifteen men: per · da.y;·; -It· is• far superior. to - hand. 
work which can't be said oLa.riv do?.-et!iiling -m.ac-liine we''have: 
seen." "Samples of work by, this ma.chine. may be obtainer\ 
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by adcl:ressing· Knapp Dovetailirl.g, Machine<Company, North;. 
Wl-pton, M,ass. 

My father was no financier. If he had sold his patent, re­
taining• a roy,alty, he . would have ha.d :i• good. income the-rest 
of his -lifo. But he has left a lasting :monument to his namP. 
none cm· <leprhe him· of .My stepmother ha.d been injured 
by a pet cow, causing a cancer in her ·right side.· Dr. Bennett , 
of Waterloo cut it out twice, I think. They then sold their 
piactdn Waterloo, and nioved to Wood Lake, Minn. _ S·he <ly; 
ing of the can<.>er a.t .our· home, Nov. -1th,· 1885. Sister, Eim,­
line came from· Jamestown, . N.. D., aniving the d·ay befor,· 
she died, -also Bro. ·Frank's <l·aughter, Hannah, who taught 
our school that winter. . . 

After {he ·funeral, my father a.nd Emeline settled in thr· · 
new town of Wood Lake, till June 30, 1.890, when be died of. 
pneumonia; and w,as buried in the ·Wood Lake Cemetery. I 
haid been thl'Own from a. buggy, and was unconsoions of my 
father's clea.th; two· ,veeks from the time I was hint, and of 
my brother ·Fran.k's visit.at the time of the funeral. Brother 
Fra:nk lost. his ·wif~ Hamiah fo '1896, and -after two yeari; or 
more married Margaret Livingi;.tone. He moved to St: Char­
les in 1909, and in ,Tuly, 1910, moved to La: Mesa, California; 
\vhere he and l\i,argaret, (Lillian; Carrie aml1 Dallas, adopted 
children,) a:re at th~ present time, 1911, enjqying lem<;>Iis and 
OTIIJlgeB from his own ore.hard, and seve1·al other kinds 'of 
fruits, als-O" a. fine garden of veget.abJes riiii:ed b.v hi~'clf :tfoee 
.July-;'' 

. Sister Julia and husband li-ved in ,Hanley FaJls, Minn .. 
i,everal years, where he d;i.ed of heart · disease. · He ai1<l 

several of the boys had: j.aken claims in- N. D'., where Julia is 
at"present · (1911), with her two children, Leona, and Homer. 
Her . P; · 0. ad dress ·is -Skermo, N. D. 
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DESCE1NDANTS OF THOMAS WRIGHT, .MY GR(IDAT 
GRA-N.DFATHER. 

He was born Dec., 25th-, 1737, and .mfil'ried Martha But, 
ler., Nov. 4th, 1767. Their children were Mary Wright, ,(my 
g1andmother) born Aug. 3rd, 1768. Thon.ms Wright, junior, 
Aug. 26th, 1769. 1\foses W. born, Nov. 9th, 1770, 'John W 
l\fay 23rd, 1779; Joseph,. M;ar; 31, 177,1, Martha, Jan. 20th, 
1776, Ehenezer, Oct. 31st, 1777; Hannah, Mar. 14, 1780, 
Chloe, Feb. 21st, 1782. Allen, Feb. 1784. 

DESCENDANT·S OF THE KNAPP'S. 
Asa Kna,pp was bom Sept. 29, 1767; d!ied in 1807. Asa· 

Knapp my gra.ndfather:_ was_ the son of Perter Knapp, and 
gTamlson of Peter Knapp ( 1791). Asa Knapp was marri.ed to 
Mary Wright, :M:a.r. 9th, 1791. M.ary W. Knapp, born in 

. 1775, aJJd died in 1845. Their children were, Asa K., Jr., 
· born Apr. 17, 1792 and livecl four years. Amand.a K., born 
,Tan. 30, 1796. Martha, Nov. 21st., 1797. M·a.ria, Nov. 4th;· 
1799. Henry W. K. Feb. 22nd, 18_02. Chas. Butler, K. 
Aug. 24th, 1805. Mary. W. Knapp's second husband was Dav­
id R.:1.yne~forn. Their one d,a.ughter, M~ry, was born ,Tan, 18 
in 1811. 

Chas. Butler K11app and first wife, Catherine McIntyre';: 
r·hildren were; Charles Mel J(., born. Nov. 18th, 1834; Helen 
l\furgaret K. Sept. 18th, 1836; Francis W. K. Apr. 17th, 1838, 
Albert Duncan, Feb'. 23rd, 1840; Henry Peter, Jan. 3,.1842; 
Chas. B. Knapp a.nd second_ -.vife, Mary B. Wruker Knapp's 
children were ,Tulia Alvira l\fay 27, 1846, Delia K., May 7th. 
18:}8. Emma Leona. ,Tan. 17th. 1850. Emeline Erniina, Oct. 
19t.h. 181)1. . 

· My mothe-r, M:ary Blake Walker K., and first husband 
Gardiner W{l.lker's c:l1ildren were: Frauds Marion, Npv. 20, 
1840; Mary Ann.; Mar. 8-th, 184.2 ;. Fancis Marion had three 
children, Charlie : who d-ie<l whihi a •baby: Frank, who eame 
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home from the Philippine war, ·and died, and daughter, Leonie. 
'l'he children of Frank W. and wife Hannah Knapp are 

Grace Martin Livingstone, Hannah Ellen Pfefferkorn; Albert­
Knapp, ~rother Frank's eidrest son, died Aug. 24th, 191-L 
Ca,therine Hunt; C'has. Francis Kna.pp. Bro. Frank has 
eleven grand children or great grand childiren of Chas. B. 
Knapp. Frank has three adopted children: Lillian, Carrie 
and. Dallas. Frank's second wife is 1\1.argaret I.ivingsto1w 
Knapp. 

Julia A. Knapp was nw.rrieil to Samuel A. Squire Feb. 
:!2nd, 1868. 

Julia and husband were the parents of eleven childreu 
Harland Ai1stin, born Feb. 15th, 1869; died at 6 months arn1 
two weeks.' 

Helen Irene, born, July 11, 1870. 
Cha.s. Austin, born J-.in. 16th, 1872. 
Mary Genevieve, Dec. 24th, 1873. 

· Francis Howa.rd, born Nov. 2nd, 1875. 
Royal Adee, born Oct. 2nd, 1877. 
Samuel Barnum, Aug. 24th, 1879. 
Ernest Porter, Sept. 2nd, 1881. 
Leona Elairie, was b9rn May 21st, 1884. 
Homer Squire was born July 13th, 1886. 
Florence Percy was born Ma.y 8th, 1890. 
Mr. and Mrs. Squire have five grand ehildren. 

THE WILLIA-MS FA:MILY. 
l\,fy. fat.her, Chas. B. Kna.p,p ·ha,d n sister, Martha. that 

was called "Aunt Patty." She was quite a small woman. Was· 
<'arried quite a distance. by the wind. at one time. 

I have been well acquainted with. two of her childr~n .. 
Edward and family lived, twelve miles from my fatbe1~s; and 
the greatesttreat we children could have would be to make a 
visit at the.fr home once or twice a :vear: Cousin Lucia was a 
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lovely characier. They had three children, Whitman, Erwiu 
and Helen. Edward'& brnther, William, lived in Oriska, North 
Dakota in 1904, when Mr. Hall and I vteited them, on our 
home trip from St. Louis fair,. his wife had been buried but 
two da.ys when we 'reached there some time in August. He 
and his daughter, Amie were alone. A son, Ira, was ma.rrie< 
and was living elsewhere; Cousin William; gave me the fol 
lowing a.c-count of 'his ancestors. · 

His great grandfather, was David Willia.ms, and grea.t 
grandmother, Amia. Whitman Williams; his grandfather was 
.Tohn Williams, and grandmot11er's name was Sarah Stark. W. 
daughter of Obediah and Mahetable Stark. M,ametahle being 
a daughter of John· Starks, ·of Revolutionary fame; His grand­
father," John W. was born Mar. 12, 1859. His grandmother, 
Sarah S. W. Sept. 8, 1760. T•hey were married Dec; 1st, 1779, 

Their children were: 
Amie, born Sept. 24th, 1784. 
Sai:ah born Sept 9th, 1787. 
Caroline born Nov. 15th, 1790. 
Polly born .Tuly 30th, 1792. 
,John Whitman, (my cousin's father), was born Aug. 17th, 

1,95. 
l,ucinda, born Nov. 1st, 1799. 
Henry born Jan. 11th, 1802. 
John Williams, (the grand father), was one of. Gen. 

W,ashington's body gna.rd;, during the Revolutfonary war, a.nd 
cousin Williams, Grand U-nde Solomon, was' a lieutenant in 
the army; another grand uncle was a common soldier in the 
war of '76, and one, of the three soldiers, that captured Major 
Andre. 

Cousin Wm. remembers seeing his grandfather, and twD 
grand uncles, David and Solomon., the last time he visi~d · at . 
hiR _gTRn<lfathe1"s house i'R R:ome. Onieda Co., ·N. Y. Also' 
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rethenibets, while tiiey lived- Ill Noo'folk, St. La-wience Co;, 
N. Y., his father-being an officer in a military Co. (that met 
quite · often for pra:ctice} tha:t when- on- parade hts, Mner 
-w-01·e-Jhe-1llfieet's_:_snit,__$ha_t___bis:_gran:difather wore while in the_ 
army, as Washington's body guard;._..the suit was blue trim­
med: with ye1low. Frock coat; with epaulettes on the shoul­
-ders, coat sleeves, and pants legs trimmed with yellow braid. 

Cap with stiff brim, a.nd a plume of different color,:,. 
Fine sash and sword, "and the child-'J:'tni' were taught that these 
accoutrements belonged to a.ncl was worn by their grand­
father, John Williams, while in the aTihiy under- Geo. Wash~ 
ington.'' . 

John Whitm:an Wil1'iams died Aug. 13tlb, 184'i. lllid is 
buried in the Orangeville cemetery, Barry Co., Mich. 

Martha Knapp Williams, died Apr. 22nd, 1872, and i"1 
buried beside her husband, Rev. ,Job.Ii W. Williams. 

Cousin Wm._ has given me a. number of items and dates, 
in rega.rd to our family history that I oould :not get elsewhere. 

LEONA HALL, 


