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Sketch 

:\Iayme Herbert Hamrick. the author, was born in 
"'ebster County, ,vest Virginia, February 27, 1893. She 
i~ the second daughter of Adam Dolliver and Margaret 
Ellen Hamrick. 

In a rural school. in the settlement of Hamricks, Greg­
orys, and Doclrills on Eik ri\"er, !\Iiss Hamrick began 
her education, subsequently graduating from the ,veb­
ster Springs high school. In her senior year she was a 
debater 011 the literary team that won for the high school 
the first contest for a 10\·ing-cup. She qualified as a teach­
er in the Teachers' Training Schools and ,vest Virginia 
\\'eskyan College. and taught in the public schools of 
"'eh:-tc-r County se,·en years. 

Entering George ,vashington University in 1919 she 
began· the study of law. In 1923 she graduated from Du­
quc:-ne Unh·ersity. the first woman· to obtain the law 
clegrce from that institution. She subsequently studied 
at ,vest Virginia enh·ersity, and the Byron King School 
of Oratory. 

In 192~ ~Iiss Hamrick was admitted to the bar in ,vest 
Virginia, the eighth "·oman of the State to be so admitted. 
It was before Chief Justice Taft, the only President who 
l:'\'l:'r became Chief Justice, that she was admitted in 1928 
to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Eager to gain experience she began the general prac­
tice of law in Huntington following her admission to the 
"·l:'~t ,·irginia Bar, and continued until 192i. It was that 
year :-he was appointed attorney in the Treasury De­
partment of the united States and assigned to the \Vest­
ern District of Pennsyh-ania. In 1930 she was transferred 
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to the Department of Justice with lll·adquarter~ in Phil­
adelphia. In 19.H her work was moYc<I to \\'as.hington. 
D. C. where she is employed in thc Department ui Jus­
tice. She has assisted in the litigation wurk pertaining to 
tax and bond cases during the entire dcnn )"l'ar:-: :-:he 
has been attorney for the government. She i:- a memhcr 
of the American Bar Association, the Xational .-\:-:~ocia­
tion of \\'omen Lawyers, the \\"omen's Bar .-\:-::-:ociation 
of the District of Columbia, and the Federal Bar .-\.:-:::.o­
ciation. Her name is included in \\"ho's \\'ho Among 
\\"omen Lawyers, for the year 1938. 

lliss Hamrick's interests and acth·itics ha\"C n1,t hel·n 
limited to success in the legal profession. She formerly 
was a member of the Business and Professional \\'l,man's 
Club, and the Altrusa Club. Early in life she became 
active in the catt"se of Temperance, and in 1927, was State 
President of the Young \\"omen's Christian Temperance 
Union in \Vest \"irginia. She is a member of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, the Daughters of the American Re,·o­
lution. and the American Hi:-torical Association. She i::. 
second vice-president and publicity director of the \\"est 
Virginia State Society of the District of Columbia, in 
which organization she has been acth·c fixe years. Both 
Dr. J. 0. Knotts and Mrs. Elizabeth G. Robinson include 
her name in their lists of prominent \\"est Virginians. 

l'\Iiss Hamrick is a direct descendant of \Vi11iam Dod­
rill, Col. Isaac Gregory, and Benjamin HamriC'k who 
were among the first settlers and pioneers in \Vebster 
County, and whose descendants have always played a 
vital role in the history of the county. Her grandmother, 
Rebecca Dodrill, who married James lI. Hamrick, was 
a granddaughter of ''English Bill," the first of the Dod­
rills to settle in the county. Her great-grandfather Ben-
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jamin Hamrick, married Nancy Gregory, a daughter of 
Col. Isaac Gregory, the first of the Gregorys to settle 
there. Her great-great-grandfather was Benjamin Ham­
rick, a soldier in the Rernlutionary ,var. Benjamin and 
\Villiam Hamrick, the pioneers, and James Dodrill, her 
great-grandfather, in 1835, built the first schoolhouse 
eYer erected in , Vebster County and hired the first teach­
er, Benoni Griffin, a son-in-law of ,vmiam Hamrick. 

The facts I set forth in this sketch support the state­
ment that no ,vest Virginian is more competent than the 
author of this book to write the history of the Hamricks, 
and of the families with whom they lived. It was among 
these people that she grew to \\·omanhood; and her suc­
cess in college and courts left her love for her people un­
diminished. In this book they will find local history and 
genealogy rc~cued from precarious places, and gleaned 
at the cost of money, time, and labor from the ~cattered 
traces of their ancestors. In a national sense, i\Iiss Ham­
rick"s study is a contributiun wekoined by the school of 
historians, who, under the leadership of Turner and Pax­
son, h,l\·e attempted a thorough and accurate presenta­
tion of the history of the American frontier. 

Berlin B. Chapman. 
Fairmont State Teacher's College 
Fairmont, "·· Va. 



Introduction 

The original purpose of compiling the data contained 
in this book, was to giYe a complete story of the early 
history of the Hamrick family of "~ebster County. Two 
years of research have co,·ered the history of the family 
for only two hundred years beginning in 1740. To go 
further into the past would require more time and re­
search than can be given to the subject at this time. The 
data required to complete the early history of the family 
will be found, if available at all, either in the records of 
the counties that composed the original thirteen colonies, 
or in the possession of some of the descendants of Pat­
rick Hamrick. It is to be remembered that the colonies 
were dh·ided into many counties ju:-t as the states are 
today. In the course of years many goYernment build­
ings have been destroyed by fire, and all the records lost 
through that or some other agency. lioreoYer, it appears 
that families migrated in the pioneer days, and did not 
always leave a record of themseh-es. The writer hopes 
it will be possible to complete the early history of the 
family of Patrick Hamrick, by Yisiting the numerous 
counties of the State of" ).larylancl, and searching the 
Land, Court and ::\liscellaneous records in each county. 
This would be a tedious but interesting task. If tradition 
is wrong and Patrick Hamrick did not fir:-t settle in the 
Maryland Colony, then some method of research could be 
directed through the state historical and genealogical 
societies. 

The easiest and most accurate way to obtain a story of 
family ancestry, is to find it in the possession of some one 
of the present generation. Indeed, that appears tu be 

12 
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the only way, after the passing of so many years. In con­
nection with this brief sketch numerous letters have been 
written, and newspaper articles published, in the south 
and southwest, where many persons of the name Ham­
rick, are prominent in social and professional life. The 
replies and inquiries receiYed indicate great interest in a 
history of the Hamrick ancestry, but no knowledge of it. 
It is therefore belie,·ed and hoped that the publication of 
th~ data in this book, will have the effect of assembling 
other data in connection with the history of the Hamrick 
family. 

\Vhile gathering information relath-e to the history of 
the Hamrick family, the writer was asked to publish some 
facts pertaining to the early history of other families of 
\Yebster County. Data has been collected with reference 
to the Dodrill, the Gregory, an<l the Griffin families, and 
a short history of such families is i11:corporated herein. 

The Indian stories have been selected because of the 
place of occurrence. Geographically, these tragedies oc­
curred in the localities where the early settlers of Web­
ster County, including the above mentioned families, 
first built their homes. 

No literary merit is claimed by the writer of this book; 
the only thought and purpose in reducing the manuscripts 
to book form, being a response to hundreds of inquiries 
from intere:-tccl ntt:•mhers of the Hamrick, and other fami­
lies. If the hook is receh-ecl and read with appreciation. 
the writer will ha,·e realized a de:-ire that prompted many 
hour:- oi tedious work in collecting and assembling the 
data rccurde<l in these pages. 

A::.sistance gi,·cn the writer by her father and by those 
in possession of documents, photographs, and family 
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records. as well as help gh·en hy person:; having knowl­
e<lge of facts, is gratefully acknowledged. 

llayme H. Hamrick. 

\\"ebster Spri~1gs, \Vest Virginia. 

July 18. 1938. 



The Pioneer 

I studied some portraits of women and men 
\\'ho lh·ed in the last centun·, 

To me all the faces seemed happier then­
Or is that a fallacy? 

Gazelle-eyecl, smooth of brow. reposeful of mien. 
All the women. appeared to be, 

And the brows of the men were unfurrowed, serene. 
Xo lines of perplexity. 

Yet in ease and finance the men han progresscrl. 
And the women from hoop-skirts are free. 

vYhy, why should our faces disclose such unrest 
\Yhilc we boast of more liberty? 

-Hamilton. 

The region west of the Alleghenies in \\"e::;t \·irginia, 
to "·hich the first settlers came, was a rich and beautiful 
hunting ground of the Indians. The ·northern anrl south­
ern tribe~ were in constant hostilities. Collision between 
the "·hite settler::: ancl the aborigines was ine\·itable. The 
Indians drO\·e the settlers back to eastern Virginia, and 
killed many oi them during the French and Indian wars, 
hut the settlers returned at the close of the war and oc­
cupied the deserted farm:::. Pontiac's war began soon 
thereaitl'r when he came in the guise of friendship, and 
many uf the :a:ettlers were murdcrecl. Those who escaped 
flcrl to \"irginia. and the Greenbrier Valley was not oc­
ntpied again hy white men until li69. That year pioneer 
cahin:-: "·ere erected far and wide through the forest. Al­
though there were many in\'asions by the Indians after­
ward. the colony was so firmly established, that it was 
ncnr again destroyed. 

15 
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The Indians neYer owned or possessed the land in 
,vest Virginia, although in 1763, by proclamation, the 
King of England prohibited settlements west of the 
Alleghenies, until such time as the land was purchased 
from the Indians. Governor Fauquier of Yirginia issued 
three proclamations to settlers to evacuate lands in "'est­
ern Virginia when no settlers were there. 

The Greenbrier Valley in ,vest Virginia, was the gate­
way to the Kanawha Valley, and thus to the Ohio Valley. 
Greenbrier County and vicinity was, therefore, the place 
of one of the first settlements west of the Alleghenies. 
The first house or camp was built there in 1749. The 
Greenbrier Company owned a large tract of land in Green­
brier County and sent John Lewis to survey the land. 
The land was found to be fertile and settlers were im­
mediately attracted to it. Lord Dunmore, Governor of 
Virginia, on one occasion in a report to the colonial sec­
retary in London said of the early settlers, "They acquire 
no attachment to place, but wandering about seems en­
grafted in their nature; and it is a weakness incident to 
it, that they should foreYer imagine the lands further off, 
are still better than those upon which they are already 
settled." · 

Whatever may have been written or saicl about the 
pioneers, or early settlers, they were men and women 
equal to the situation that confronted them. Into the 
vast region filled with wild romantic beauty, they pressed 
westward, eager for fresh hunting grounds and virgin 
farms. Traders came first and bartered with the Indians, 
becoming familiar with the Indian trails and paths. The 
white man, hunter, trader, or settler, blazed the road 
along Indian trails as he went along so that change of 
season would not misleacl him. O,·er these trails or paths, 
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the early :-ettlers came to \Vest Virginia. Early Dutch 
ancl French traclers became interpreters between the In­
dians and the white men. 

The pioneers workecl with their hands and were effi­
cient in the occupations ancl trades that made life li\·ahle 
am! existence possible ·-in a wilderness. They spun and 
wu,·e the flax and wool on :,;pinning wheels and looms of 
pionet"r clays and macle their own clothes; they tanned the 
leather ancl 111:ule their own shoes. The women did their 
own washing. ironing. and house,\'ork, and in addition 
many uf them wurkecl in the lidds .. -\11 food was produced 
at home fur hoth 1_mm ancl beast. Salt was obtained from 
a distance uf iour or fi\'e hundred miles and was used 
scantily. Surghum ancl maple sugar were used almost 
cxclusin·Iy in the place uf the refined sugar of to<lay. 
Parched corn and wheat were often used for coffee. There 
was· no starn1tion nor freezing among the people. The 
outgrowth of all these hardships a_nd deprivations, was 
a strong, inclependent, self-reliant citizenship led hy 
statesmen who were moulders of right thinking on pub­
lic questions. 

During the peric,cl of more than a century. the moccasin 
worn hy buth llll'n ancl women in the pioneer clays, has 
ht·cn ,Iiscarcled fur the factory ma<le leather shoe; the 
hunting shirt ior the modern coat and ,·est: the carriage 
anrl wagon ha,·e heen replacecl hy the modern automobile 
a111! truck; ancl tht· tallow candle and kerosene lamp have 
been replaCl·d by electric pmn-r lights. lntu the homes 
ha\'e come the telephone ancl the racliu. The press, 
through efficiently edited ncws1mpcr:-, has been an agency 
in den~loping a common interest hetween the people of. 
the ritics and the rural sections. 
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One author has pictured the change tints, "The moc­
casin tracks of the old pioneers ha,·e long since been 
obliterated by the march of modern ch·ilization .... 
The first settlers who dared the dangers of frontier life 
in the unbroken wilderness of the Elk, the Gauley. and 
the Holly, haYe crossed the great di,·iclc. Their achie\"c­
ments are only traditional history. . . . PioneL·r history 
in this country ceased with the subjugation of the hostile 
Indians, the partial clearing of the fore~ts, and the intro­
duction of modern methods in house cun:::trnction. It 
ceased when men and women hegan to put a:-ide their 
home-spun clothes and buy their wearing apparel ma<ll' 
to order. \\"hat real tragedies and comedies cuulcl be 
written from the experiences of the -first :-l•tth•r:,; who 
mm·ed into the Elk and Gauley rnlleys. They lcf t their 
homes and their friends in the cast and followed till' 
course of the setting sun, bra,·ing the fury of thl· Indians 
and the many priyations and hardships incident to pio­
neer life .... No \\"ithers. Doddridge, or Kerchi\"al ha:­
chronicled their deeds in burning word:- of pl'rpetuity. 
Their deeds are liYing 111011\\\llents in the memory of oldl·r 
persons of the present generation. The young-l·r memher:­
of the present generation·know nothing of what the pio­
neers did or accomplished except what they haYc been 
told by the children of the actors in the great drama of the 
subjugation of the wild."1 

Trading Posts 

The earliest English Trading Post was with the Colony 
on the James River, Virginia, where pelts and corn were 
traded in_ 161-1-, when some needy Indian Tribes came tu 

1 :Moccasin Tracks and Other Imprint;;, by \\". C. Dodrill. 
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purchase maize. In 1615, a trading post was established 
by the Dutch at Albany, New York. The trading post was 
generally a large square, enclosed by a stockade. Diago­
nally at two corners were turrets, with openings for small 
cannons and rifles in each turret, so as to defend two 
sides of the wall. \Yithin the stockade were the store­
houses, quarters for men and room for general trade. The 
nearest trading post within reach of the early settlers of 
\Yebster County, \Vest Virginia, and the one used by 
them, was located at New llarket, Virginia. Later, a 
trading post was established at Lewisburg, in Greenbrier 
Cutmty. 

Coin 

In \"irginia, beads early became the "Current coin" in 
trade with the Indians. In 16-JO, and 16-J.3, wampum was 
made legal tender in New England. and was extensively 
used in trading with the Indians. During the next cen­
tury trade was mostly by barter, or in the currency of 
the colonies. 

Forts 

Forts offered great protection to the pioneers in the 
wilderness. There were forts in every settlement. ii1to 
which the people could retire when danger threatened, 
ancl which were capable of withstanding the assaults of 
sa,·ages, howe,·er furious they might be. All of the men 
of a community belonged to a fort, usually the one near­
est. They remained in their homes until an alarm was 
gh·en that the l111lian:- were near, then every family has­
tened to the fort. 

Forts consisted of cabins, blockhouses and stockades, 
surrounding a square. The whole fort was bullet proof. 
The walls on the outside were ten or tweh-e feet high, 
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\\'ith port holes at proper cli::-tances. The roofs always 
:-loped in\\'arcl. 

The early :-l•ttlers of "·hat i:,; now \\"eh:-tcr County be­
longed tu Donnally':; Furt, located in lircenbrit"r County, 
t\\"o mile:,; from the pre~ent \'illage of Frankfort. Fort 
Donnally was !milt hy Col. Andrew I>onnally. and prc­
::-en-ecl the ::-ettler:- from de:-trnction at the time of the 
tl•rrihle Indian Raid uf 17i~. The :,;ettll'r:- werl' warned 
of thl' approaching :;arnges at that time. hy two scouts, 
John Pryor and Philipp Hamm11nd. who drc:-:-ed and dis­
guised as Indians. tra,·elecl clay and night from Fort Ran­
dolph at Point l'lea:-ant, to Fort Donnally. They suc­
cessfully made the journey hy pa:;sing the Indians at 
:\Ic-adow H.iYer. ancl had they not :,;uccee1led in so doing, 
the entire Greenbrier settlement \\'oulcl han• heen dc­
:,;troyecl. The fort at Lewisburg, ten miles from Fort Don­
nally. was not attacked in 1ii8. The la:,;t known alarm 
to ha\'e been gh·en to the settlers of Greenbrier County 
was in the year 1793. The intended Indian attack, for 
some unknown reason ne,·er took place, although the set­
tlers were warned of danger. and hastl'necl · to the fort 
\\"here they remained for se\'eral days. 

Indians and Webster County 

As heretofore ;.tated. the Indians neYer possessed the 
land in \Yest Virginia, although the history of e,·ery 
county within the state is closely associated with Indians 
and Indian Tribes. All that is positinly known is that 
the Indians were here when the white man came. and 
irum_ whence they came. will always he an tm~C"h-ed mys­
tery. 

\Yebste·r Springs in \Yebster County, was discoYered 
by Abram ::\leirs. prior to li85. It was named Fork Lick, 
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bl'ing at the junction of the Elk and Back Fork rivers. 
\\"hen \\·cb:::ter County was created by act of the Vir­
ginia (;l'neral Assembly. January 10, 1860, from Xicholas, 
Braxton and Randolph counties, the statute prO\·ided that 
the name of the seat of justice should be called Addison. 
In 1903, the \\"est Virginia State Legislature changed 
the name to \\.ebster Springs. Fork Lick, the location 
of the Salt Sulphur Spring, attracted buffalo, deer, elk 
and all kinds of wild game. The Indians knowing that 
the spring attracted the wild game in abundance, and that 
the hills and ,·alleys adjacent to it were choice hunting 
grounds, caused the trails and paths through the county 
to pass through the Fork Lick. This is evidenced by the 
large number of flint arrow heads found in different parts 
of the county. particularly in Fork Lick District. On 
the oppo:::ite ;;icle of Elk Rh·er from llill Run, near ''llil­
ler's Bottom,·· arrow heads were found in large numbers. 
This is at a point near the ri,·er where cliffs project from 
the hill. and it is belie,·ecl that the game passed along the 
rh-er bank between the rocks and the ri,·er shore, and the 
Indians concealed themseh:es among the rocks and shot 
the animals at close range. This is known a;; Indian Pass. 

There has been found some evidence of an I nclian 
:::l·ttlement at Cooperswoocl Run, on Elk Rh·cr, ten miles 
abon \\"ehster Springs. Indian Slab Rock. which is on 
Puint :\Iountain. hear:,; mark:,; and drawing:::, helic,·ccl to 
ha,·c heen a record made by Indians. At Steps Low Gap 
on P1Jint :\Iountain, the Indians maintained a camp whc·n 
hunting- in that locality. Indian arrow heads made of 
flint ha,·c hcen funnel in that Yicinity quite recently. 

The Elk Rfrer in \\"ebster County was named by the 
Sha\\·nce Indian::. Elk Tiskelwah, "rh·er of fat elk.'' 
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It cannot now be ascertained that there e,·er \\".t:I with­
in ,rebster County, the wigwam of an Indian who claim­
ed it as his home. Hunting parties mond through the 
county, made their camps here and there for a while, 
and passed on. 

Webster Springs 

Surrounded by :\!cGuire :\fountain, :\lillcr lluuntain, 
Point :\Jountain and the Gauley :\lountain. \\.ebster 
Springs, the location of the famous Salt Sulphur Spring~. 

The Salt Sulphur Springs 

is a place of scenic beauty. In past years Yisitor:;; from all 
parts of ,vest Virginia, as well a:;; from many of the state:;;, 
came to spend the summer season in the cool mountain 
climate and drink the health-giving water. 
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The Webster Springs Hotel 

In 189i. the fir:,t unit of the beautiful \\"ebster Springs 
Hotel \\"as huilt in the :-:pacious le,·el surfac~ lot near the 
iatnou:-: spring. The hotel was completed in 1902. Con­
sisting of three hundred rooms equipped with Turkish 
and Russian hath:,, it was the second largest hotel in the 
state. It was destroyt·cl by fire in 1926. 

The population oi \\"ebster Springs has increased rap­
idly :-incc 19.30. The growth has been due tu the cle,·elop­
mcnt ui the coal-mining and lumber industries. T\\·o 

The Webater Spring■ Hotel 

hard :-:uriaced roads ha,·e ht·en !milt tu the town. ()11(.­

of these ro:ul:-: \\":l:- extended from Buckhanmm hy way 
of Hacker \"allt•y. The other roacl i:. hy \\·ay of SumnH.·r­
,·ille and Co\\"en. 



The Name Hamrick 

The name Hamrick i::- helil:',·cd to bl:' a cil:'ri,·ation from 
English, although the name docs not appear as such i11 
any book of English, German, Irish or Dutch names. 

If the name is English. it is deri\"l:'d frum Hamhridgl·, 
or Handbridge, the old English form of that name heing­
Hl:'atn-bry-cg. If Hamrick is English, and derin•cl from 
Hamhridge, it is a place name, and means an important 
bridge, or the place of a bridge. 

The name is not real Irish and does not appear as a 
similar name in books of Irish family name,;, or place 
names. It is to be remembered, howe,·l:'r, that lri,;h fami­
lies haYe, in the course of time, either through force or 
through choice abandoned their original Celtic naml:'s 
and adopted English names. 

Among the German names, there are Hamerich. Ham­
merich, and Hemmerich. The possibility of change i,; 
quite com·incing, as man~- Gl:'rmans ha,·e morlified their 
original names, aiul a relath-ely simple nioclification oi 
Hammrich would result 111 spelling the name Hamrick. 
If the name is German. it i::. <lerh·erl from the ol<i German 
first name, Haman-rikas. This was a personal nanw 
meaning. ''kingly garment, kingly protection. mighty pro­
tl'l·tion, or costly garment." 

In America. thl:' name Hamrick appl:'ars in the Colonial 
record:- anrl the record,; of the Re,·olutionary "·ar. Tiu· 
spelling rnries little, the naml:' appearing a,; Hambrick 
in some of the records. 
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The Hamrick Family 

The Hamricks of \Yest Virginia are descendants of 
Patrick Hamrick. who settled in Prince \Yilliam County. 
l'olony of Virginia. prior to Ii40, ha,·ing mO\·ed from the 
llarylancl Colony. According to tradition, Patrick Ham­
rick had tweh-e sons, who moYed "·ith him and settled 
in Prince \Villiam County. 

L"ntil recently, no known effort:- ha,·e been made to 
l'stahlish through research the historical facts concern­
ing thl' early history of the family, and particularly. the 
ancestry of the Hamrick family of \\"est Virginia. 

Thl' record:- of ·the Colonial GO\·ernment of liarylancl 
han• heen carefully :-l"arched. They fail to disclose the 
name Hamrick. This clues nut mean that Patrick Ham­
rick clirl not !i,·e in that colony, but at this time. no rec­
orcl ·.oi hi:- ha,·ing line! there has been found. 1 

Settled in Virginia 

Patrick Hamrick ohtainecl a land grant frum Thomas 
Lord Fairfax. Dl'Cl'mhcr IO. li40. The grant consisted of 
118 acres oi lam! in Prinn· \Yilliam County. Colony of 

1 The rerords oi the early emigrants to America hetwl~en the 
war 1600. and the year li➔O, haYe been careiulh· examined. 
'rl1l' only emigrants· hy the name Hamrick arc i;111nd on the 
li~t, oi passengers oi the ship Snow Lowther, which sailed 
in•m Rotterdam, and arri\"ed at Philadelphia, October U. 
li.ll. The pas,-enger,- on that ship were 33 men and ➔5 women 
and rhildren. The children under the age oi 16 years are not 
li,tccl. Six oi the adults listed are: John Yerke Hamricke, 
Hans Jerg Hamcrick .. -\maryllis Eliza Hamrick. Paul Ham­
ri<·k. '.I.I aritan•tta Hamrick and Clara Hamrick. The above 
m<·ntinned lists are found in "Pennsylvania German Pioneers,'' 
,·,,1. [. hy Stra,-sburger. Thi; hook l'an be iound in the Ernest 
Pratt Central I.ihrary, Philadelphia, and the Library of Con­
A"re,-s. \\"ashington. 
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Virginia. Prince ".illiam County had been iormc<I in 
1731, from Stafford and King George countie~. The ill'l''I 
is on record in the Yirginia State Lane\ Office, Richmond, 
\"irginia.2 The description of this tract of land as dis­
closed by the deed is somc\\·hat indefinite. It ~tates as 
follows; ''from the Right Honorable Thomas Lurd Fair­
fax, Proprietor of the X orthern X eek of \"irginia, . . . to 
Patrick Hantrick. of King George County ... a tract 
of waste land in the County of Prince \Yilliam, contain­
ing 118 acres, . . . .'' 

In li-1-1. the Poll of liurge:-~e~ of l'rincc \\.illiam County 
"·as made, and the name Patrick Hamrick is listed therc­
on.3 This establishes the fact that lu~ \\'a:- a lane\ ownl'r 
and more than twenty-one years of age in the year li-H. 
It is not known how long he Imel liYecl on hi:- lane\ hdorl' 
he caused it to be i-un·eyed ancl uhtainecl till' cll'l·cl tl1l·rct11. 

The ahoYe mentioned deed i:- the earlil•st n·corcl that 
has been found of Patrick Hamrick. 

Fauquier County 

In li58. Frederick Fauquil·r hl'came G11n·n111r ui \'ir­
ginia. The next year, li59, he created a ue\\' county from 
Prince \\"illiam County, which he namecl Fauqttit"r, in 
honor of himself. It was in that portion of Prince \\'illiam 
County that Patrick Hamrick had taken the lam\ grant. 
and he automatically became a resident of Fauqnil:'r 
County. Patrick Hamrick wa:- the fir:,;t of the name Ham­
rick to appear on the records uf \"irginia, a~ disclo:-c"<i hy 
an examination of the records of the \·irginia State Laue\ 
Office, and State Archh·es, Richmond, Virginia. 

2 Book E, page 224; 1732 to 17-12. 
a Book E, page 524: li41. 
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Will Books Lost 

Three early \Vill Record Books are lost from the rec­
ords of Prince \\"illiam County. These lost books. alleged 
h> haYe heen confiscated during the CiYil \\"ar, would 
probably gin the names of the family of Patrick Ham­
rick, but such hooks cannot be located. After the pass­
ing of two hundred years. the only hope of obtaining this 
data is to fincl it among the recorcls in the possession of 
some of the cle:,;cendant:,; of Patrick Hamrick. 

Tradition and history say that Benjamin Hamrick of 
the American Re\'C,lution wa::; a son of Patrick Hamrick. 
As heretofore stated, the names of the tweh-e sons of 
Patrick Hamrick han not heen found among the a,·ail­
ahlc records. 

The records of Fauquier County. of which \\"arrenton 
is the scat of gun-rnment, disclose that one. Renjamin 
Hamrick. was married ancl li,·ing- in that county prior to 
lii3. That is the elate of the execution of the La::;t \\"ill 
ancl Tl•stnment of John Sias. 

John Sias ohtainecl a land grant of 639 acres of land 
from Tlwmas Lore! Fairfax in Prince \\"illiam County, 
Yirginia, in li-lO.~ the same year Patrkk Hamrick oh­
taine1! title to his Ian,! in l'rinct' \\'illiam County. 

In I ii9. tht• Last \\"ill and Testament of J 11h11 Sias 
\\"a:- aclmittecl to record in Fauquier County.;; That \\"ill 
ga,·e. '·to my daughter. ::.\Iary Hamrfrk. fi,·e pounds cur­
rent money." At XoH·mher Term of Court, 1ii9, an 
order was entered sumnwning. "::.\lary Hamrick. wife of 
Benjamin Hamrick. tu appear to contest the proof of the 
Will of John Sias.'' 

~ Bol,k E. page 194. \"irginia State Land Office, Richmond, \"a.· 

;; \\'ill Book I. page ,186. 
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.-\.:; i:- clearly disclosed hy the:-e records, une. Benjami11 
Hamrick, married llary Sias, daughter of John Sias. and 
wa:; li\·ing in Fauquier County prior tu lii.t \\'hile there 
is no authentic proof. circumstance:- ancl record:- indicate. 
that Benjamin Hamrick ahon· mentioned. was the son 
of Patrick Hamrick. ancl that Benjamin Hamrick uf the 
Re\'olution was the son of Benjamin ancl :\lary Sias 
Hamrick. 



Benjamin Hamrick of the Revolution 

The Hamrick:- of Braxton. \\·ebster. Randolph and 
J'ocahonta:- counties, are clescenclants of Benjamin Ham­
rick. a sulclier \\"ho fought in the American ReYolution. 
He ,ms horn in Prince \Yilliam. now Fauquier County, 
Yirginia. in li55. In Xon,•mher, 1775. he enlisted in the 
military :-en·ice of the colonial gO\·ernment of Yirginia, 
as a ":\Tinute :\Tan,'" and sen·ecl for a period of six months. 
He \\"as at that time t\\"enty years uf age. He engaged in 
the battle of Great Bridge, on the bank of the Elizabeth 
Rh·er. commanclecl hy Colonel Ed\\"arcl Sten•ns. In Oc­
tobt:'r, liiG. he enlistee! in the Thircl \'irginia Regiment 
under Captain John Chilton, and marched from \\.illiams­
hurg tu Alexandria, Virginia, and from there to New 
York, where he joined the rt:'gttlar continental army.1 

At Brandywine 

Benjamin Hamrick participated in se,·eral of the most 
decisin battles of the Re,·olutiunary \\·ar. The records 
rli:-clo:-e that he was at the capture of Trenton on De­
cember 26, lii6. when General \\·ashington one sleety 
night cros~ed the ice-clogged Delaware rh·er. capturer! 
one thousand prisoners, ancl seized a large amount of 
equipment. He fought at the battle of Princeton, Jan­
uary 3. 177i. He engagecl in the battle of Branclywine 
Creek. September 11, 17ii, at which battle General La­
fayette \\"as \\"Ounclecl. On October -1-. 17ii. he:: cngage<l 
in the battle of Germantown. near Philadelphia. 

t Records of the Rc,·olutionan· \\"ar. \\"ar Dl·parlnll"nt. \\"a,;h-
ington. D. C. · 
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With Washington at Valley Forge 

In September, liii, General Huwe with the British 
Army entered Philadelphia. General \\"a:-hington, hav­
ing been defeated at Brandywine and Germantown. de­
cided to go into encampment at \·alley Forgl' for the 
winter. On December 19, liii, he with de\'en thou:-and 
half-star\'ed, half-clothed soldiers. hrokl:' camp at \\"hite­
marsh and marched toward ,·alley Forge. < htl' writer 
of the Re,·olutionary period ha:- cle:-crihed thl· journey 
thus-"On that cold winter journey to \'alll'y Forgl'. 
:\Irs. \Yashington rode behind her husband 1111 a pillow. 
General \Yashington followed the la:-t rl'nmant uf the 
army from the encampment riding a largl' whitl' charger. 
The trail of the soldiers could ca:-ily be followed by foot­
steps stained with blood." 

Benjamin Hamrick was attached to the third and 
fourth Virginia Regiments under Captain John Blackwl•ll, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel \Yilliam Heth, while 
at Valley Forge. At the time he entered said encamp­
ment he was a private, recei\"ing six and two-third dol­
lars per month. In April. 1 iiR he was commissioned 
corporal, and receh-ed :-e,·en and one-third dollar:- per 
month Yirginia currency. During the periud of sen·icc· 
in 17ii, and lii8, Benjamin Hamrick was frequently 
assigned to scout duty, as disclo:-ed by the records of thl' 
\Yar Department. 

The Terrible Winter of 1777 

Entering Valley Forge in December lii7. the men 
immediat~ly began to lay out the encampment and build 
huts from hewn logs. From the time the soldiers entered 
the camp. many ill from exposure and hunger. the days 
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were a succession of hardships. "Barefeet, naked legs, 
tattered remains of an only pair of stockings. shirts in 
strings, faces wain and thin, with appearance of being 
iursaken and neglected.'' During the six months the 
army ,ms encamped at \-alley Forge, many of the men 
m:rc disqualified for duty because of lack of clothing. 
:\lany horses stan·ed to death and a whole day would 
pa:-s without food to distribute to the soldiers. In one 
communication written hy General \\"ashington while 
there, he said, ''Our difficulties and distresses are certain­
ly great. and such as wound the feelings of humanity.'' 
At \"alley Forge. ·)[ajar General Fredrick \-on Steuh::n 
traim·cl till' :-oldil•rs, ancl the little State Armies were 
wl'icled intu the Army of the Cnited States. 

_-\!though in great difficulty and distres:- General \\"ash­
ingt;m wa:- nut without confidence and hope in the final 
outcome of e,·ents. It was Isaac Potts, a resident of Val­
ley Forge. who told of ha,·ing seen General \\"ashington 
apart irum the camp. "his horse tied to a sapling, kneel­
ing- in audihll· prayer. his d1eeks cliffused in tears." On 
June 19. Iii8, \\"a:-hington hrokl· camp at Valley Forge 
a111l marched toward the Dl'lawarc river. his little army 
oi ele,·en thousand llll'n haYing hel•n recluced to se,·en 
thuu:-ancl, hy death irum disease and exposure during that 
tl•rrihk winter. 

l;cncral \\"a:-hington i:- known to ha,·e Yisited \'alley 
Furgl' only once afterward. and that was in 1796, during 
hi:- second term as President of the Cnited States. Tra­
dition ancl history record. that upon his Yisit at that time 
he hacl :-o changed, the old inhabitants of the Valley· 
Forg-l' l"ummtmity. whom he was so anxious to see, did 
not n·n>gni:'-l" him. 
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Valley Forge Today 

As Yiewcd today \"alll'y F11rgl' i,- one oi the must beau­
tiful and mu:-t pil·turesqt1l' oi thl' many parks in .\merica. 
Situated on the \\"est side of the Schuylkill RiYl'r, partly 
on the crest of the hill, twenty-twu milt's irum the city ni 
Philadelphia, it consi:-ts oi Sl·,·eral thousand acres. \"al­
ley Forge was first called :.\lount Joy-named hy \\"illiam 
Penn. who, while ,:nrn:ying that territory became lu:;:t, 
and after a:-cl'nding to the top of the hill. immediately 
rli:-co\"Crl',l the corn•ct lucatiun oi him::elf. and bl:'ing ::o 
u,·ercomc with joy. applie<I till· name, ")Jaunt Joy." 

l'ri,1r to the Rnulutionary \\"ar. \"alky Creek at thl' 
base of the hill was calle<l :.\luunt Joy Forge. that heing 
the location uf iron work:-. The irun U:-l'<l was haulecl 
irom \\"arwick Furnal·c in l"lll":-ter County. The :\lount 
Joy Forge was dl:'stroyed hy the Briti:-h who burned it 
September 18, to 21, liii. 

This placl:' on \"alley Creek wa:- till· hl·aclquartl'r:- of 
Gl·m·ral \\"ai'hington <luring- the tl·rrihk wintl'r of liii 
and lii8, in a house ere~·tecl hy Juhn l'ott,: in li.59, and 
at the time of the H.l',·ulution. thl' honw oi his son Isaac 
Potts. Tl11:: land i:- a purtion ui :.\lount Joy :.\lannr, which 
\\'illiam Pt"nn granted to his daughter, Ll·titia, on Oc­
tobl'r !.i. liOl. Thl' hou:-e. a twu :-tory. tiH• room dwdl­
ing, is in l'Xcellent condition. and its appearance to1lay is 
precisely as it was at the time General \\"ashington li\"Cd 
there. The \'alley Forge Park Cummis:-iun has iurnishe1l 
the house with the choicest piece:- oi furniture of the Rl"Y­
olutionary period. In the \\"ashington :.\lemorial church­
yard at \~alll'y Forge only onl' g-ra,·e among the thrl'e 
thousand is marked, hut, '"For a century the eyes of 
struggling nations have turned toward \'alley Forge. 
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:llld lip,; in l:',·ery language ha,·e hlesst:"cl till' memory of 
\"alley Forge." 

At Yorktown 

Thl· l:'Xal·t mm·ena•nts of the regiment to which lkn­
jamin Hamrick was attached, subsequent to 1779. are 
111Jt disclo,-l'cl hy the records of the \Yar Department. It 
i,- known howe,·er. frum corroborating affida\"its filed 
with thl:' Sl·l·retary of \\"ar in 18.l:?. by comrades of Ben­
jamin Hamrick, that he sen·ecl throughout the Re,·olu­
t ionary \\"ar. and was in the scn·ice in Virginia, at the 
timt:' ui the surrl:'nder of Cornwallis at Yorkt,,wn. Oct11-
her 19. 1781.:.! 

Married in Fauquier County 

lknjamin Hamrick marrie,l Xancy :\Ic:\[illian. daugh­
tt-r oi John and :\lartha :\k:\lillian. in Fauquier county, 
\"irginia. while 011 furlcml{h from tht:' cuntitll'ntal army 
in 1779. Thl:' rlak oi thl· marriage is gin~n in an affidavit 
of J11,;eph :\k:\lillian fill'cl on h~half of Benjamin Ham­
ril·k when till' lattl'r made application for a pt'n:-iun under 
thl:' . .\ct ui C11ngre,;,; of 18.,2. In thl:' affida\"it the affiant 
says. "he ( Benjamin Hamrick i l"ame homt' t"Jll furlough 
and ,·isitl·1I hi,; iatlll-r who Ii,·ed just thn·e miles irom my 
iathl:'r. !fr marril:'rl my si,-tl'r and huilt a hou,;e atHI li,·e1I 
with my fathl:'r." 

Pioneer in Greenbrier County 

That lh-njamin l·lamrkk was one of the l:'arly ,;ettlers 
i11 ( ;n•enhricr County. \"irginia. now \Yest \"irginia, is 
,li,-l"lost:"d hy the l'arly tax li,-ts and census records, now in . 
till' \"irginia State .-\rchins. Ridm1011<l, \'irginia. Tlw 

:.! l'l·nsinn Rl·l·orib 1.1i thl' Rc,·nlution. \\"ashington. D. C. 
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olrk:::t arnilahlc lists. disclo:-e the hear!,.: oi i:llnilil'S li•.-­
ing in Greenbrier Cl)unty. between li~.~ ancl li~r",. Tlll' 
name oi Benjamin Hamrick. i:-, on that. and l':tch :-ucn•,-­
sin· li:-t. until liW,. That lw n•m11,·ed from Fauquit·r 
County between li81. the date of tlw :-urrl'llcler oi C11rn­
walli:-, ancl li85. i:- definitely known . .-\:- the h1,unclary 
oi Greenbrier County. fonm·cl in lii7. embraced till: tcr­
rit1•ry that i::: now Kanawha. Xicholas. Braxt1111 antl Grl'l·11-
bricr cuuntie:-. and part of )Ionroe Cuunty. it is diffirnlt 
t11 locatl' the place to which he fir:-t l'alllC' and l'Stahli:-lll'rl 
hi:- n·sirll·nl'l'. One writer has :-tater! that he tir:-t 1·a11ll· 
to Cherry Tree Bottom where thl' town oi Rid1wrn, !. 
Xichnla:- County, i::; now locatl·ri.=1 His rcsi1ll'lll'1• was m·ar 
that place at the time oi the alarm ui ail intcnckd Indian 
lfaicl in li9.t . .\t that time he ha:-tily gatherl·d hi,.: family 
am! abanclonccl his re:::icll•nce anrl fled to Donnally',.: Furl. 
in Grel·nhrier County. near the pre:-ent \'illagl' of Frank­
fort. The distanl"e tra,·elecl on that jouml'Y wa,.: mor,· 
than one hundred mile!-. ""hen all dang-er 11i furthl·t 
inll·riercnce harl pa:-sl•d. he is bl'iiend to han· sc•ttlcd on 
Birch Rh·er. 

In 1810, Benjamin Hainrick wa:- lidng in Xid1ula~ 
County. In 1826. he pctitk,nccl the (ieneral . .\,.:,.:1•ml1ly , ,i 
\"irginia for a pen!-ion for senice rcnclererl in the mili­
tary :-l•n·icl· oi the Colony of \'irginia and thl· cuntinental 
army. The pl'tition~ ,.:peci ne,.: tlu.· rc,.:iclcm·e ui thl· )ll't i­
tionl·r as :Xichulas County but does not cle:::ignate the 
exact location oi hi:; rc,-idence. That hl· wa,- totally cli,.:­
ablecl. due to exposure, prh·ations and hard:-hip:-. expe­
rienced during the Re,·olutionary \\'ar. is dearly :-l't 
iorth in hi:; petition. The hill for pen,-ion. althuugh pa:-~l'<I 

a Moccasin Tracks and Other Imprint~. hy \\". C. D,,drill. 
4 \"irginia State Archh-cs, Richmond. Virginia. 
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by the Lower House, was rejected by the Senate of the 
Gl'nl'ral .-\:,;sembly. in 18.26, ancl 182i.j It was in support 
of the above petition, that Joel Hamrick executed an 
affidaYit in which he stated that he remembered when 
Benjamin Hamrick we1it to war, ''That I saw him lea,·e 
hi:,; grandfathers and go to join his troops." 

Un October 10. 18.U. Benjamin Hamrick appeared be­
fore the Circuit Court of Xicholas County and submitted 
a petition for pensiun under the .-\ct of Congress of 1832 . 
• -.\ctual prouf of :,;en·ice in the Re,·olutionary \Var appears 
to lm,·e hl'l'n neces:,;ary in order to qualify for a pension 
anrl such proof was required of the soldier. Benjamin 
Hamrick. ha\"ing 111st his discharge. brought before the 
Court a comrade who sen·ed with him at Brandywine and 
\'alley Forge, Benjamin Lemasters. One Joseph llc­
llillian, also filed an afficla,·it on his behalf. It was in 
that afficla,·it. hereinbefore referred to, that Joseph llc­
llillian :,;tatecl Benjamin Hamrick married his sister 
in lii9. The petition of Benjamin Hamrick was trans­
mitted to the Secretary of \Var, by Samuel Price of Nich­
olas County. The pension was allowed by the Secretary 
of \\"ar. and the petitioner receh·ecl eighty dollars per 
annum. beginning in 1831. 

In Ut~c,. Braxton County ,ms created from X icholas 
ancl Kanawha counties. It is believed that Benjamin 
Hamrick at that time !ind in the portion of Nicholas 
County that was included within the boundary of Brax­
ttm County, and automatically became a resident of the 
last mentioned county. 

In the Biographical Encyclopedia of Early Virginians .. 

Hou,-c of Delegates Journal, Virginia Gem•ral .-\~~embly, 
1826-18.Zi. 
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the author :-tate:-. ... Bt'njamin Hamrick :-:ern·cl through 
the entire I<c,·olutionary \Yar. He married Xancy :\Ic­
:\lillian in eastern \"irginia and they came tu Gret!nbrier 
County and then to Elk Rh-er. ancl lncatecl nt·ar the pres­
ent site of Frames :\lills, where he lh-ed until 18.38. when 
he moncl to \\"t!l)ster County where he cliccl in lg..j.2. He 
raised a family of eight sons anrl three daughters."11 

The same authur states that Frame:-: :\[ill~ is 1ww t·allt·cl 
Frametown. Howe\"er, careful study uf early place names 
in Braxton County. suggests two :-eparate place::: of 
early settlements called Frames :\Iii!:-. Cine is at a point 
un Birch H.frer near Birch River Post Office where \\"il­
liam Frame at an earlier elate maintaintd a grist mill. 
The other i::. on Elk Ri\-er :-.ixteen mile:- ,.:uuthwe::.t of 
Sutton where James Frame ha<! a mill. The latter place 
i:-. now called Frametown. .-\s an i1n-estigation has not 
disclosed the exact location where Benjamin Hamrick 
lh-ed in Braxton County, it is not known where Xancy 
lldlillian Hamrick lived at the time of her death. 

About the year 1838, Benjamin Hamrick rcmon·d to 
\Yebster County," where he spent the rt!maining yt·ars of 
his life with his son Benjamin. whu lived :-:ix mile::. aho\"e 
\Yebster Springs in the Elk U.h-er Valley. He rocle hor:-t'­
hack on that journey accompanied by his two sons. Ben­
jamin and David. who had gone to Braxton County for 
the purpose of returning with him to \Yebster County. 
He died in 1842. at the age of eighty-seven years, and is 
buried in the cemetery located on the north side of Elk 
Rh-er six miles above \Vebster Springs, at the place of 
settlement of his son, \Yilliam Hamrick. the noted hunter, 
and later the homc of a grandson, Squire Adam Hamrick. 

11 Early Yirginians hr H. H. Hardei;tyi;. 
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and the present home of a great-grandson, \\·atson Ham­
rick. 

Benjamin Hamrick is believed to be the only soldier 
of the Re,·olutionary \Var whose grave is within the 
present boundary of W~bster County. 

The sons of Benjamin and Xancy :\Ic:\Iillian Hamrick 
Wl're-Benjamin, \Villiam, Da\·icl, Peter, Enoch, Cyrus, 
Joe ancl John. Sarah is the only <laughter whose name can 
he gi\'cn at this time, although there were three daughters. 

Such clata a:- is ,l\·ailable will be gi,·en of each in the 
order named. 



The Descendants of Benjamin Hamrick 

of the Revolution 

BENJAMIN HAMRICK 

Benjamin Hamrick, :--011 of Benjamin and Xancy llc­
:\lillia11 Hamrick, was born February 10, li82, in Fau­
quier County, Virginia. He came to Greenbrier County, 
Virginia (now \Vest Virginia), with his parents about 
li85, when that section of the state was a wilderness, in­
habited by hostile Indians. He was eleven years of age 
in 1793, when an alarm was gh-en of an intended Indian 
raid on the settlements in Greenbrier County, and made 
the memorable journey through the focest from Cherry 
Tree Bottom to Fort Donnally, with his parent,; amt 
other members of his family. The distance tra,·eled on 
that hasty journey was more than one hundred miles 
without stopping to take nourishment or rest. 

Pioneer 

In 1811. Benjamin Hamrick married Xancy (Agness) 
Gregory (1792-1873), daitghter of Colonel Isaac, and 
Sarah Given Gregory. They were married by Edwin 
Hughes. The record of this marriage is found in the 
office of the Clerk of the County Court, Kanawha County. 

In 1812, Benjamin Hamrick came to what is now \Yeb­
:;ter County, \Vest Virginia, and built his home on the 
north side of Elk River, fi.\'e miles above \Vebster Springs, 
then called Fork Lick. This historic home, was a large 
two-story substantial log building, about fifteen by thirty 
feet, with a large stone chimney at either end. and a 
porch alon·g one side. It sat on the crest of a small hill 

38 
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surrounded by lower sloping surface lam.I. A pioneer in 
that sparcely settled section of \Vest Virginia, he owned 
a large tract of land adjoining that of his brother, \Vil-

The Pioneer Home of Benjamin Hamrick, built in 1812 

liain Hamrick, the noted hunter, who settled in the same 
locality tlw :-ame year. 

War of 1812 
S~ptemhcr 3, 181-J., Benjamin Hamrick enlisted in the 

\\"ar of 1812 at Be,·erly, Randolph County. He went to 
Lewisburg, and from there to :N'orfolk, Virginia, where he 
sen·ed in Captain \\"amsley's Company of Virginia Mili­
tia. He was discharged January 2i, 1815, at Fort Nelson,. 
Xorfolk. \"irginia. He walked from Norfolk to his home 
a distance of four hundred ninety miles. 
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Webster County 

The :-cction of \\"c:,;t \"irginia. that c11111pri,-l·,- \\"d,,-tl'I" 
l'onnty. wa:,; an isolated wildt·rnc,;,; in IRl2 at thl~ tillll' 
Bl·njamin Hamrick hnilt hi:- home in till' Elk \"alky. 
\\"ilcl game of all kind,; wa:-. pkntiiul. Fi:-.h rnul1I hc iuun·I 
in thc :-tream~ in ahnnclancc. Although till' lnclian,- 1111 
l11ngcr trl'<tttcntecl that territory. the ~I 11crn,-in track,­
coulcl be :-.een on the trail,- throug-h till' fon•,;t. ancl ln<liau 
arrow head,; and other "·eapon:,; of lnclian warfare hacl 
been left hchincl. and can bl· ioun<l enn to thi:-. clay. Therl' 
wa~ no school. nu clmrch. ancl not murc than thrt.'l' honu·,­
in the Elk \"alley in thc \\"eh,;ter County Community. 
The nearest scat of Gon·rnment wa:-. Ben·rly. Ranclulph 
County. a cli,;tanc(• of mun· than fifty mi.It•,;, 

In 18-H, a pctitii.111 wa:,; ,;ignecl hy lknjamin Hamrick. 
two oi his son,;, hi:- hrother, \\"illiam. ancl thrcc othl·r 
citizens requesting the General .-\.:,;:-:emhly of \"irginia to 
change the boundary lines of Braxton. Xichola,.:, and Ran­
cl11lph countit•:-. to make tht· citizen:-: of what i,.: now \\"d,­
!-tl·r County. ~nhjcct tu the jurisdktion ,,i Xil-hola,.: 
County. The n·quc:-:t was grantcd. The di,.:tance to till' 
seat of gon~rnmcnt of Xidtnla:,; County wa,.: ahout till' 
:-:ame a,; thl' di:-.tanl'l' to thl' other :-.t•at oi g-11,·l'rnmt·nt. hut 
tlwn· was hc·ttcr rnacl oyer whkh to tran·I. 

Scn~n years later. in 1~. a mo,·emcnt hl·gan fur tlw 
purpost• of haying a new county created out of parts of 
Xicholas, Hraxton and Randolph countil•:-. After cer­
tain preliminary notices had heen posted, the election wa:-: 
held in the Autumn of 1851. In the interested :-:ection. 
the portion that is now \\" eh:-ter County, tht• poll:-: "·en· 
opened in the home of ~lrs. ~lary Arthur. at Fork Lkk. 
now \Vcbster Springs, DeC"cmher ~- 1851. Xinctcen \"Ott•,-
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\\"en· rn:-:t, all in fa,·ur of the new county. Benjamin 
I famrick \\"as one of the ,·oters. and hi::: son Addison 
Hamrick. \\"as acting clerk. This \\"as the first elec-tion 
l'\"l'r helcl in what i::: no,,· \\"ebster Springs. 

1 n 1R59. Benjamin Hamrick. joined with his suns and 
g-rnnclsons and m:rny other interested citizens, in a peti­
tion which was presented to the \·irginia General As­
Sl·mhly, in Den·mher of the same year. requesting that 
a new county he createcl from Xicholas. Braxton, and 
Ra11d11lph rnunties. The General Assembly passed the 
a\ct l'n•ating \\"ebster County, January 10. 1860.1 

The First School House 

In 1835, Benjamin Hamrick and his brother \\"illiam 
lfamrick, ancl James D11clrill, erel·ted the first schoolhouse 
in \\"cbster County. The building made of logs with a 
large wuu<i. stone and clay chimney at one end, was 
heakcl hy means uf an open fireplace. The wood used as 
fuel was prepan•cl hy the boys of the school during the 
recess and lunch periocls. Certain students were detailed 
h,· the teacher in turn to cut and saw the wood from 
tl"l'l'S that g-n'\\" nearby in ahunclam·e. This schoolhouse 
wa:-: huilt in the ,·icinity of \\"olf Pen Run, on Elk Rh-er. 

lh·ading. writing. spelling and arithmetic were the 
subjects taught in the school. The Bible mis the text 
used in the reading classes. The teacher was hired by 
\\"illiam and Benjamin Hamrick ancl James Dodrill for 
a tt-rm of three months. lknuni Griffin. a son-in-law of 
\\"illiam Hamrick, taught the first term in the Hamrick 
Sd10ol. and Frank Duffy taught the second term. Four~ 

t Hou~e of Delegate~ Journal. \"irginia General Assembly, 
1~59-60. 
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teen students attenclecl the first term at the Hamrick 
School. 

First Church Organization 

The first church organization in \\"ebster County, of 
which there is any record, took place about the year 

...... :..:.__ -.-
••• ---
. 
'"-= 

The Hamrick Barn, where the firat Church aervicea in 
Webater County were held in 1833 

183-1-, at a meeting in a harn erected by Benjamin Ham­
rick, on his farm in the Elk Yalley. This organization 
was effected by Addison Hite, who was the first )letho­
dist minister to preach in \Vebster County. He preached 
his first sermon in the Hamrick Barn in 1833. This is 
belieYed to haye been the first religious services held in 
the county. Addison Hite was a Circuit Rider at the time 
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of the abo\"e-mentioned ·organization, and his circuit em­
braced what is now a part of Lewis, ,vebster, Braxton. 
and Cpshur l·ounties. \V.illiam Gregory, a brother-in­
law of ,vmiam and Benjamin Hamrick, li\"ed at Leather­
"·ood Creek, nine miles above "'ebster Springs. He was 
appointed classleader of the class organized in the Ham­
rick Ilarn. He was a de\"out Christian man and faithful 
upon attendance at this place of "·orship. Adonijah Har­
ris, who li\"ed at the :\IcGuire Low Gap, near ,vebster 
Springs, was appointed assistant classleader. 

The quarterly meetings held in the Hamrick barn at­
tracted large crowds of people and were often continued 
for se\"eral days. People came from distances as remote 
a:; Summersdlle and Flatwoods, to attend these meetings 
ancl to enjoy the hospitality of the early settlers. The first 
Southern l[ethodist minister, to preach within the limits 
of \\"ebstcr County. was a man named Protsman. He 
preached his first sermon in the county in the Hamrick 
ham ahout 1844. This historic barn. although changed 
somewhat in outer appearance, is in use today after more 
than one hundred years. 

Died During Civil War 

Benjamin Hamrick died June 12, 1863, at the home he 
built in 1812. He is buried in the cemetery where his 
father, Benjamin Hamrick, the soldier and pioneer set­
tler, is buried. :\fany of his descendants reside in \\'eb­
ster, Randolph, and Pocahontas counties. 

The Benjamin Hamrick home became the home of 
Jane Hamrick Dodrill. a daughter of Benjamin Hamrick, 
and her husband, Robert Dodrill, during their li\·es. It _ 
has recently been replaced by a modern frame building 
and is the present home of Robert H., and Lee Miller. 



44 THE H.-\1lRICK AXD OTHER F.-UIILIES 

The children of Benjamin Hamrick. ancl Xancy Gregory 
Hamrick arc: 1:-aac G .. Allen, \\"illiam F., Jame:- ::\I .. 
Sarah, Jane. Christupher ::\I., Anna. ::\lary, . .\ddi,-on )I., 

and )largarct Elliott. A short :;;ketch will he gin·n oi 
each in the order named. 

Isaac G. Hamrick 

Isaac G. Hamrick, born in 1~12. wa,- marrit·d tu ~ancy 
Dobbins in 183+. He· resided with his father. His occupa­
tion was stone-mason and builder. In 185f:. he assisted 
in building thl' Braxton County jail. \\'hill' w11rking on 
the jail he hecame afflicted with pneumonia fe\'er atHl 
dil'd at the agl' of forty-six years. 

He had two daughter,;-Sarah Jane, an,I ::\larg-arl'l. 

Sarah Jane, ne\'er married. 
Margaret, marrietl D. Lambert. and liwd in Pocahontas 

County, near the head waters of the Greenhrier Ri\'er. 

Allen Hamrick 

Allen Hamrick was horn in 1813. He married )lartha 
:\liller in 18.~9, and rcsiclecl on :\liller ::\]11untain north of 
\Ycb::;ter Springs. in \\'cbster County. He wa:a. a black­
smith and also engaged in farming. He had three sous 
and three daughters-:\larshall. Lee, Henry. Sarah, :\lar­
garet and ~Iary (Polly). 

Marshall, married Rebecca Pritt and lincl in the Elk 
Yalley below \Yebster Springs. 

Lee, married Martha Cogar and lh·ed on the Back Fork 
oi Elk RiYer in \Vebster County. 

Henry, mar_ried Nancy Patton. and li\'ed on Sugar Creek 
in \Vebster County. 
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Sarah, married Thoma,- Cngar and resided on Sugar Creek 
in ,Yehster County. 

Margaret, married James Payne and lh-ed near S!~elt. 
,Yest Virginia. 

Mary (Polly), married \\.illiam \\'oods and lh·ed near 
\\·cbster Springs in \\'ebster County. 

William F. Hamrick 

\\'illiam F. Hamrick, was horn in 1816. He married 
Sarah lliller and resided on Gauley River near the mouth 
of Turkey Crct'k. He was a farmer and hunter. He died 
in 1865. He had two ,-ons and fi,·e daughters,-Addison, 
John . .-\nm·. Xannie. :\largaret, Rebecca an,! Ruhamn. 

Addison, uenr married. 

John,_ married llargaret Jane Dodrill. daughter of James 
\\'alton and Rehecca Dodrill. He Ih·ed on Gauley 
Rin~r at the home place of his father. 

Anne, married Joseph Dodrill and re:;icled on the Elk 
::\fountain three miles from ·nergoo, ,vest Virginia. She 
die<! in 1915. ancl i~ buried in )[eaclowlancl Cemetery, 
near Bergoo. 

Nannie, married Terry Starcher and li\'ed at Cherry Falls, 
one mile nbo\'l' ,Yehster Spring,-, in \\·ebster County. 

Margaret, married Xathan Smith and !ind in Glade Dis­
trict, ,Yebster County. 

Rebecca, was the second wife of ,vmiam Gregory Ham­
rick. She resided on Point )fountain for sen!ral years, 
and later 1110\'ed to ,vebster Springs. She died in 1914. 
(Sec William G. Hamrick). 

Ruhama, ne,·er married. 
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James Miller Hamrick 

James ::\I. Hamrick was born in 181i. In Ht~6. he mar­
ried Rebecca Lewis Dodrill, dattghtt'r oi Jamt.>s ancl Eliza­
beth Gregory Dodrill. He built his home se,·en miles 
abon~ \\'ebster Springs. on the Elk River. ancl lived there 
until his death in ::\larch, 1890. The home. a large log 

.,; 
_,. . 

. . ·· . ... 
. . 

.•: .·· 
..,~-:",; .;Jllll.;: ...... ~ . 

Jamea M. Hamrick, the Firat County Superviaor of Fork 
Lick Diatrict, Webater County 



THE DESCEXD.-\XTS OF BEXJ.urrx HA:\IRICK 4i 

h, ,u,,.e, is still in use an<l is the present home of a grand­
son. Clarence Hamrick. His principal occupations were 
farming and hunting. He was the first postmaster at the 
Bernardstown. \\"e:,;t Yirginia post office. ha,·ing sen·ed 
for a number of years. He was the first County Commis­
sioner, then called County Supen-isor, of Fork Lick Dis­
trict. \\"ebster County. He was ekctecl to that office in 
1865. 

Rl'l>ecca Dodrill Hamrick died in 185i. He then mar­
riecl Delilah Salisbury. He was the father of six sons an<l 
six daughters-Agness, Arthur C., George D., Jane, Ben­
jamin Frnnklin. Elizabeth, )Ioore, )Iargaret, and .--\<lam 
Dollin•r. oi the first marriage: ancl Sampson Ballarcl. 
l'huehe .--\1111. ancl Rebecca, of the second mai:riage. 

Agness, was born Xo,·emher 2-1-. 183i. She married John 
Cowger an<l li\-ecl in Randolph County,- near Blue 
Springs. at what i,; l·ommonly known as Cowger )Iitl. 
Her husband operated a w.iter mili on the head waters 
11i Elk Hfrer for many years. She died in 1922. 

Arthur C., wa:,; born X O\"ember 3. 18.39. He married )Ian· 
Dyer, and Ii,:ecl on \\'illiams Rh-er. tweh·e miles soutl;­
\\"l'St of \\"eh,;ter Springs. He taught school for some 
tinH·. a111I l"ngaged in farming. In 1865. he was electecl 
a,;:.:l•,-,;or of \\"ebstl'r t ·ounty. being the first officer to 
:.:ern· in that capacity in the county. He owne<l a fine 
iarm an,! an 1lrchanl of the choicest fruit trees. He 
died Xo,·cmher 1~. 1896. He is buried near his home. 
He had one son and threl' daughters-Hachael, Annie. 
)lartha and Luther. 

George D., was horn September 18, 18-1-1. He married 
. .\nna Strong. and lh-cd near Baltimore Run on Elk 
Rh-er. He engaged in farming. He was the father of 
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iour suns and three daughter:". He <lied in 190(i. Hi:,: 
children were - Frank, Henry. Harri:,:011, l<olwrt. 
Xaomi. Rebecca and LCYicy. 

Jane, wa:- horn ::,eptemher 2<.i, 1~45. She marrietl .-\cldi­
sun Sycafoose and li,·ccl at Cpper Elk. fiitC'en miles 
ahoYe \\"t·bster Spring:- in \\'ebster Cc.,unty. She 1lie1l 
in 1926. and is huricd in thl· prirntc cemetery near lwr 
home. Her d1ildren were-Jasper. Franklin, Xewton, 
and llartha. 

Benjamin Franklin, was born June 20. 18-kt He married 
llartha Jane Hamrick. and huilt his hot11l' un Point 
)lountain when~ he cleared a large farm. He hdpl·d 
to build the first church erected in that community. and 
"·as the fir:,:t cla:-:-leacler of the l'oint )lountain church 
organizaticm. He died in 1895 and i:- huried in the 
Point l[ountain Church Ceml·tt•ry. Ile was the iather 
oi four sons and three r.laughtl·r~-.-\nzina. Su~an, Hal­
lard S., Dullinr, Lucresia Oli,·e. Tamblyn. m11l Parkl·r 
~loorc. Ballard S .. i:- a )lcthoclist mini~ter in \\'est 
Virginia. Dulli\"er, formerly City Clerk ui L"lark~hurg, 
\\'est Virginia. now li\"c:- in Xew York :;tatc. Tamhlyn 
is a tcacln•r. He. ancl his hrothl·r, l'arkt·r :\Inure. arc 
Yeterans oi the \Yorld \Yar. 

Elizabeth, was born June 16, 184-7. She married William 
Gregory Hamrick and re~ided on Point llountain nine 
miles aboYe \Yebstcr Springs. She was the mother of 
the late Charles Elliott Hamrick. She died in 1879. 
and is buried in the prh·ate cemetery near her Poin1 
llountain home. (Sec William Gregory Hamrick). 

Moore, was horn April 15. 184-9.* He married Su:-an Ham-

"' Died Xo,·. 13, 19J8 durini;t the puhlicatiC>n of thi,; hook. See 
"Tribute" in the appendix. 
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The four sons of Benjamin Franklin Hamrick 

rick, and huilt hi:- home on Puint ::\fountain in "'ebster 
l ·uunty, about l87R He ha,; a fine farm all of which he 
ch-:in·d of forest. It is on a part of this farm that the 
I lam rick Rl•union is hl'lcl annually. lir. Hamrick was 
pu:::tmaster of the \\.:meta, \\' est \'irginia post office 
ior twenty-two year,;. He is the father of l'i\·e children 
--Fleming S., Luuie. Talbott. .-\l,hic ancl Farmer. Far-



50 THE H.UIRICK AXD OTHER F.UIILIES 

mer is a veteran of the \Vorld \\'ar, ha Ying been woun<l­
ed twice while in France, but seryecl throughout the 
\\·ar. Fleming S., a carpenter and undertaker, died in 
193+. 

Margaret, was born August 2i, 1851. She married LcYi 
Skidmore and resided in Braxton County. She was the 
mother of four children-Charles, Hanson. Phoebe and 
Ida Mae. 

Adam Dolliver, was born January 9. 185+. He Ii,·ed with 
his father, James M. Hamrick. until the latter's death 
in 1890. He married in l';'oyember oi the year hi:- fa­
ther died, and built his home on a farm acljoining that 
of his father's farm. He engaged in farming. Fur many 
years he was active in the Farm Bureau oi \\'cbster 
County, haying seryed as a director of that organiim­
tion. His wife, llargaret Ellen Hamrick, is thl· daugh­
ter of Peter and Xancy Gregory Hamrick. 

Adam DolliYer Hamrick and llargarct Ellen Ham­
rick are the parents of seYen children, two ha,·ing diecl 
in infancy. Rebecca Viola, liayme Herbert, Otha Hul­
ing. Portia Jane, and Franklin lloore. Rebecca \"iola. 
and Portia Jane, are teachers resitting in Htmtin~ton: 
Otha Huling. is a yeteran of the \\'orld \\'ar. an<l li,·(•,­
with his mother and father; Franklin lloon•, formerly 
a teacher, also resides in Huntington. 

Sampson Ballard, was born llay 25, 1860. He marril·d 
Abbigal Townsend, about the year 1886, and built his 
home on a part of his father's farm on the Elk RiYer in 
\Vebster County, where he resided his entire liie. In 
1880, he entered the teaching profession and taught 
school in \Vebster County. He then engaged in farm­
ing and.lumbering. He maintained a small sawmill and 
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gristmill near his home, and for a number of years kept 
a country store. Early in life he qualified to practice 
law but ne,·er pursued the profession. In 1922, he was 
elected Commissioner of the County Court of \Vebster 
County, and served a term of six years. He succeeded 
his father as postmaster of the Bernardstown post­
office, and maintained that office for forty years. The 
postofficc was in his home. Mr. Hamrick was a de­
vout Christian and was the leader of the Pleasant Grove 
::.\Iethoclist Church Class for more than thirty-five years. 
In this leadership he was widely known and lo,·ed. 
Cheerful, friendly and charitable, his friends were 
legion . 

.-\hhigal Town:;end Hamrick, died in 1930. He then 
married Lina Hug-an Fi,-her. He died July 9. 193-1-. His 
clcath wa:- mourne,l hy the people of the entire county 
where h~ lin~d. Hi,- l·hilclren are~Clarence, Grace. Gay. 
Effie. Ruth. and :\Iartha Katherine. The last named is 
the ,mly claug-hter hy the second marriage. 

Phoebe Ann, "·as born September 5, 1863. She married 
Jacob Hamrick and resided on Point l\Iountain in Ran­
dolph County, at "·hat is known as the Flint Place. 
Here her husband kept hotel for several years. In 1900, 
she mO\·ecl to Mingo, Randolph County, where she 
resides at the present time. She is the mother of two 
sons and one daughter-Darius, l\Iintie, and Arden. 

Rebecca, born October 20, 1865, married John Dodrill, 
son of Addison and Elmira Gregory Dodrill. She lived 
twelve miles abo\'e \Vebster Springs on Elk River, at 
Bergoo Creek, until 1916, at which time she moved to· 
\\' ebster Springs. She died in 1934. 
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:\lrs. Doclrill was the mother of six :-ons-Ro:-coe, 
who died while young; Sampson Dol!iyer, who \\"as 
killed in the \\·orld \\·ar. He was \\"Otmckcl in battle, 
and died before reaching a hase ho::-pital in France. He 
is buried in France. \\·alker, cliecl in the sen·ice of the 
l:nited States at Camp Lee, \'irginia. Rucker, a ,·et­
eran of the \Yorld \\"ar resides in \\·ebster Springs. 
Forest, a physidan ancl surgeon, resides in Detroit, 
:\Iichigan. Hobert, a teacher, li,·es in \Yeh:;ter County. 

Sarah R. Hamrick 

Sarah R. Hamrick \\·as born January 21. 1~20. She 
married George \Y. K. :\liller. and rl:'siclecl 011 Back Fork 
RiYer near \\·eb::-ter Spring:-:. in \\"eh,-ter County. She 
wa!'- the mother of three son:; ancl thn·c daughtl'rs-.-\1-
frecl, :\Iarion, Jane, Xancy, Alex a11<I :\kh-ina. 
Alfred, married Ellen Hamrick, daughter of Isaac and 

:\Iargaret Griffin Hamrick, and li,·ed with his mother 
and father. 

Marion, married H.ebecca Cogar, and rcsi~le,1 four miles 
abo,·e \Yebster Springs, in the Yalley o{ the Back Furk 
Rh-er. He was an aggrcs:;h-e farmer and orchardist. 
!\Ir. !\Iiller was married twice. His children hy the fir:-t 
marriage are-Florence, Carrie, :\lary, Laura, Julia, 
and George Heaston. After the death n( H.ehecca Cogar 
:\Iiller, ~Ir. :\Iillcr married :\Iargaret Cogar. His chil­
dren by this marriage are-:\Iartha a11d Emma. 

Alex, married E,·a Cogar and resided at \Yebster Springs. 
He was the father of four daughters, all of whom are 
liYing at the present time (1938). Lenora (llrs. S. P. 
Allen), ancl l\Iargarite (:\Irs. \Y. L. Woodell), both of 
\Vebster Springs. ~Irs. EYelyn Curry, and :\Irs. Xina 
Lyons, re::-ide in Kentucky. 
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Jane, marriecl Addison liiller, and resided on Gauley 
River near Bea,·er Run. 

Nancy, married Joitn C. Payne, and resided on the Elk 
H.h-er at what is now the ,·illage of Elkhorn, in \Yeb­
:,;ter County. 

Melvina, ne,·er married. 

Jane Hamrick 

Jane Hamrick was born in 1832. She married Robert 
Dodrill and lh·ecl at the old home place of her father, her 
entire lifetime. She died in 19()(). She had no children. 

Christopher M. Hamrick 

Christopher lI. Hamrick was born July 15. 182-t-. In 
18-J...I.. he marril•cl £\"a Gregory, daughter of Joseph and 
:\lary :\lillcr Gregory. He built his home on the south 
~iclc of Elk River six miles abo\"e \\" ebster Springs in 
\\"cbster Cuunty. His chief occupation was farming. He 
died in 18ft2. He was the father of six sons and fi\"e 
daughters-\"incent. Judson. Thornton, liartin, Bernard, 
:\ldeti:-, Julia, Katherine, Caroline, Lena, and Francena. 
Vincent, married :\largaret Dodrill, daughter of George 

ancl Le,·icy Gi,·en Dodrill, and residecl his entire life­
time on the home place of his father in \\"ebster County. 
Hi:- principal occupation was farming. In the period of 
th<.• Cid! \\"ar. he joined the troops of the Confederacy, 
and ~en·c1l twu years. He "·as elected Justice of the 
l'caCl' of Fork Li<.:k District in 1888, and was re-elected 
l'ach :-Ul"ccedi11g term thereafter, except one, until his 
death in 1921. His children are-Emma, Ellen, Julia, 
.-\catce. Lc,·icy, Rubert Hampton, and :\Iartin Elliott. 
Robert Hampton, was elected Assessor of \\"ebster 
County in 192-t-. He died during the term of office. 
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::.\Iartin Elliott, is a member of the faculty of Frostburg 
College, in the state of llaryland. 

Judson, married Jane Dodrill and resided on the south 
side of Elk Rh·er, six miles abo\"C \\"ebstcr Springs, 
where he engaged in farming. He died in 1919. He 
was the father of two sons and two daughters-James, 
Samuel, !\Ialinda, and Delilah. 

Thornton, married Francena Cogar, and went to Alder­
son, \\"e:;t \"irginia, where he lh·ed until 190i. He then 
rcmo,·ecl to \\"ebster County where he re:;ided until 
hi:; death in 1924. 

Martin, married Susan Dyer. He was a lumberman and 
contractor and spent most oi his liic in that work. 
During the Cidl \Yar, he joined the Coniedcratc .-\.rmy 
and spent about two years in that sen·ice. He was the 
father of two daughters-Sarah, and EYa Jane. 

Bernard, married Francena ::.\lillcr and resided in \\"eh­
ster County. He died in 1931 and is buried in :.\[eaclow­
land Cemetery at Bergoo. \Yest Virginia. 

Meletis, married Pricilla Conrad. and re::;icled in \\"ebster 
County. He later.moved west to the State ui Califor­
nia. 

Julia, nenr married. She resides with her sister, llrs. 
Lena Dodrill. 

Katherine, married James Knapp, and resided in ~icholas 
County. 

Caroline, married John R. Baughman, and resided at 
Cherry Knob in \Vebster County. Her children are­
Albert, !\Ieletis, and Clementine. 

Lena, resides at Bergoo, \Vest Virginia. Her husband, 
Henry ).I. Dodrill, was a son of George and Levicy 
Gh·en Dodrill. He sen·ed as a member of the Board of 
Education of Fork Lick District for a term of six years. 
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He "·as classlcader of the LeathenYood ~Iethodist 
Church organization for more than thirty years. 

Francena, married Samuel Gregory Dodrill, son of George 
and Le,·icy Gfrcn Dodrill, and has for a number of 
)"l'ars resided on a farm one mile below Bergoo, \Yest 
\"irginia. She formerly li,·ed at Cooper\\·oocl Run the 
plal·c of the Indian Camp prior to the pioneer settle­
ments. Her children, Lena, Lillian, Phoena, \-incent, 
R. :\Ioore, and Henry. all reside in \\"ehster County, 
l"XCcpt R. )foore Dodrill. He is a former principal of 
the \\"chster Springs High School, ha\"ing served four 
years a,:; State Secretary of Education of \\·e~t \"ir­
ginia. 

Anna M. Hamrick 

.-\nna )I. Hamrick. "·as born October 13, 1816. Sh~ 
clil·<I Dl:C. 30. l~-1-. She ne,·er married. 

Mary Hamrick· 

:\lary Hamrick, was born August 30, 1828. She died 
.-\ pril 6. 1 ~3-1-. 

Addison M. Hamrick 

.\clclison )1. Hamrick was born September 18, 1830. He 
married Hanna Cogar, and resided near \Vebster Springs, 
just upposite Lowr's Leap, on the south side of Elk 
H.iwr. He participatecl in the first election cwr held in 
\\"ebster Springs. in 1~51, acting as clerk of :,:aitl election. 
His occupation was farming. He was the father of iour 
sons and three daughters-Julian,. Cornelius. Xancy, 
Jane, Nelson, Alfred. and Quince. 

Julian, marriccl John \\"oods, and resided on the Dack 
Fork Hfrer. in \\"ebster County. 
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Cornelius, married Biclclil· Sali:-,hury. and li\'l'cl n~·ar \\"l'h­
stcr Springs, in \\"t'.h:-tcr County. 

Nancy, married Kyle Gi\"t'n, a111l rc~i1lccl in c;Jarle Di~trict. 
in ,Yebster County. 

Jane, married Samuel Gi\'en. ancl lh-cd in GI.uh: District. 

Nelson, married Crosby Hunt. 
Alfred, married Anna Barker. 
Quince. never married. 

Margaret Elliott Hamrick 

::\Iargan·t Elliott Hamrick. wa:- h"rn .-\pril 25. 1~]2. 
In 185.1, she marril'd Hl'tll"y C. ::\loon·. and rc:-i<ic<i on 
Point :\lountain in \\"ch:,;ter County until IM.~. when 
she 1110\·ed \\"l'St tu the :,;tate of Iowa. Slw had two sons 
and three claughtcrs---Frank. Ximro1), Julia. Kancy and 
llary. The writer i~ unahlc to gin· thl' names of the 
persons thc:,;e descendant~ marric1l. Thl'y li\·e in the 
statei- of Caliio:·ni:i.. Illinoi~ and luwa. 



WILLIAM HAMRICK 

\\"illiam Hamrick, son of Benjamin and Xancy :\Idiil­
lian Hamrick, was born in Greenbrier County Yirginia, 
now \\"est Virginia, in li89. He was four years of age at 
the time of the alarm of an intended Indian Raid on the 
settlements of Greenbrier County, and was carried on 
that memorable journey of more than one hundred miles 
through the forest to Fort Donnally, by Jack l\IcMillian. 

Pioneer 

\\"hen \\'illiam · Hamrick wa:; twenty-three years of 
age. he huilt hi:-: home on the north :;icle of Elk Ri\·er, 
in what i:;. now \\'ebster County. \\'est Virginia. fi.\'e miles 
abon:' \\"eb:;ter Spring:-:, then callecl Fork Lick. That 
sccti()n of what is now \\'est \-irginia was a wilderness, 
without highways through the forest, and without bridges 
o,·er any of the many streams. He married Jeanette 
(JennieJ Gregory (1i%-1Si.~). daughter of Col. Isaac, 
and Sarah Gh·cn Gregory, )fay 14, 1813. 

War of 1812 

I 11 I ~1-1-. \\'illiam Hamrick enlisted in the war against 
Great Britian ancl \\·ent with his brother. Benjamin, to 
Xuriolk. \'irginia. where he ser\"ed in Captain \\'amsll':r's 
regiment until his discharge December 15, 181+. 

Noted Hunter 

\\'illiam Hamrick was a celebratecl hunter. He always 
kept a pack of \\·ell trained clogs for the chase. He knew 
the fanlritc haunts of the animals that roamed the woocls 
in abunclance. Hi:; hunting explorations were alway:,; :mc-

5i 
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cessful. He frequently killed one hundred clcer and fifty 
bear in one season. To the amusement of his many friends 
he enjoyed relating the exciting anecdotes of the chase. 

The meat of the animals made excellent food, and the 
hides and furs were used in the making of clothing for 

Pioneer Home of William Hamrick the noted hunter, built in 1813 

the family. There was little if any commerce in \Yestern 
\ ·irginia, prior to 1850. The nearest trading post was 
New llarkct, Yirginia, a distance of four hundred fifty 
miles. Hides and furs were sold there. Later, a trading 
post was established at what is now Lewisburg, \Vest 
Virginia, a distance oi one hunclrecl lift\· miles from \Veh-
ster County. . 
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First School House in Webster County 

In 1835, \Villiam and Benjamin Hamrick and James 
Dodrill, built the first schoolhouse erected in \Vebster 
County, and hired the teacher, Benoni Griffin, for a term 
of three months. The school building made of logs stood 
on the north side of Elk River, near the mouth of \Vol£ 
Pen H.un. \Villiam Hamrick participated in the moYe­
ment in 18-U, to ha,·e a new county formed from Ran­
dolph, Nicholas, and Pocahontas counties. As a result 
\Vebster County was created by act of the General As­
sembly of \·irginia,_ January 10, 1860. 

Died in Nicholas County 

\\'hilc on business in Nicholas County, about the year 
1~50, ,,·miam Hamrick died suddenly. and the body was 
not returned to the home in \Vebster County for burial. 
He is buried in Kicholas County 011· the farm formerly 
mn1ecl by a ).Ir, Robinson. He was the father of four 
sc,ns and ::-e,·en daughters-Xancy, Isaac, Sarah, Eliza­
beth, :\Lary, Rebecca. Adam, Rachael, Benjamin, Isabel, 
and \\"illiam G .. --\ ,;hort :-ketch \\"ill be giYen of each in 
the orcler named. 

Nancy Hamrick 

Xancy Hamrick, born ).!arch Ii, 1815, married Benoni 
Griffin in 183-1-. She lh·ecl in Pocahontas County until 
1852. "·hen she mo,·ecl to \\"ai1n-ille in \\"ebster County. 
In 1862, she mo,·ed to Salem, Harrison County, where 
she was lh-ing at the time of her death. She was the 
mother of t\\"eh·e children: Jane, \Villiam H., Isaac H., 
Rachael C., Charles R., George C.. Elizabeth R., Jona-
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than S., Xewton J., :\lary E., \'alinda S., and :\fatthew \Y. 
Jane, died at the age of 2-4- years unmarried. 
William H., died at the age of eighteen years unmarried. 
Isaac H., married ~Iary S. Lynch, of \\"ebster County. 

After the death of :\lary Lynch Griffin. he married 
Diana )I. Galbert of Harrison County. He was a sol­
e.lier in the "Cnion Army, Company E, 3rd. \\"est Yir­
ginia CaYalry. He sen·ecl in the \\'est \'irginia State 
Legislature in 18il. representing both \\"ehster and 
Pocahontas counties. He took the first censu:;:. of \\" eh­
ster County in 18i0. 

Rachael C., died at the age of two years. 
Charles R., died at the age of eighteen years. 
George C., a soldier in the l.:nion Army. Company E, 

third \\"est \·irginia CaYalry. was killed at the battle 
oi Rocky Gap, in 1863. He ne\"er married. 

Elizabeth R., never married. 
Jonathan S., never married. 
Newton J., married Jane Haskins. 
Mary E., died at the age oi seventeen years u11marriccl. 
Valinda S., married Susan _Haskins. 
Matthew W., married a :\Ii_s:s Elliott. 

Isaac Hamrick 

Isaac Hamrick was born May 9. 1818. He married ~Iar­
garct Griffin, daughter of Jonathan and Rachael Sharp 
Griffin, and lh·ed on Point !\lountain, four miles abo,·e 
\\"cbster Springs, in \\"ebster County. He is buried in 
a prh-ate cemetery near the Pleasant Gro\"e Church. Hi:;:. 
wife who died at the age of 93 years, is buried beside him. 
He was the father of four sons and two daughter~Jon­
athan, Led, Nathan, 1Iildrecl. Ellen and Andrew. 
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Jonathan, married Rl'becca Jane Hamrick, daughter of 
Peter ancl X ancy Gregory Hamrick, and resided 011 the 
farm of his father on Point )fountain, four miles abo,·e 
\\"cbstcr Springs in \\"ebster County. In 1909 he 1110,·e<l 
to Saint Petersburg. Flurida, where he spent the re­
mainclcr of hi:- life. He was the father of ten children: 
Florence, )Iartha, Ser<lelia. Sarah, :\Iary, Elizabeth, 
Hay:-. Lettie, Isaiah, and Cassie. 

Levi, married .-\lmarinda Cogar, daughter of George 
Cogar, and resided near the home of his father in \\"eb­
s.ter County. He was the father of three children: 
Coski, Bcnson. Elick. Tlwy reside in \\"ebster County. 

Nathan, married Isabel Harrah and resided in Green­
brier County. 

Mildred, married Robert A. Lilly, of Randolph County 
ancl re:-:icled in Barbour County, \Yest Virginia. She 
dil·cl in 19.37 at the age of 87 year~. Her husband, a 
policeman. was killed \\·hile on duty in 1901. 

Ellen, marril·<I :\lfrcd R. )filler, and resided on the Back 
Fork of Elk River, in \Vebster County. 

Andrew, clie<l while young, unmarried. 

Sarah Hamrick 

Sarah Hamrick, horn June 16, 1820. married \Villiam 
lknjamin Dodrill. son of John ancl :.\Iargaret Lewis Dod­
rill. They mo,·ccl to Lincoln. Xebraska. in 187-1-. wl,ere 
they made thl'ir home. Both are buried at Prairie H11111e, 
Xehra,-ka. Sarah Hamrick Dodrill was the mother of 
ninc children-James Chambers. Sa\"ina, John \Y .. Jennie. 
Rebecca. George. Benjamin, Isaac, and Xannie. 

James Chambers, was born January 10. 1846. He marricrl 
)fariah Hamrick, and resided fur a number of years in 
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X ebraska and Kansas, then moYed to :\lcLoud, Okla., 
where :\Irs. Dodrill resides at the present time. l\Ir. 
Dodrill died in 1908. 

Savina, married Thomas Smith. 
John W., married Leah Cuh·er. He later married :\Iollie 

:\Ioore and lh·ed at \\"bittier, California. 
Jennie, married Seth :\Iastin and residt"cl at LcFeria, 

Cameron County, Texas. 
Rebecca, married Charles Jackson ancl lin~d at \\"hitticr, 

California. 
George, married George Bollen. 
Benjamin, married N'an Simmons. 
Isaac, married Emma Xorthrup and resi_ded at Stockton, 

Kansas. 
Nannie, married Arch Vanney. and resided at \\"anrly, 

Xebraska. 
Elizabeth Hamrick 

Elizabeth Hamrick, born August 2, 1822, married James 
Cogar and resided on the Gauley :\fountain between 
Leatherwood and Gauley Rh·cr in \\" ebster County. She 
was the mother of two sons and four daughters-:\Iar­
garet Jane, :\Ielcina, Da·.-id, Naomi, :\Iartha and \Yilliam. 
Margaret Jane, married :.\Iarion :\liller and resided on 

Hack Fork River, four miles aboYe \Yebster Springs. 
Melcina, married Thornton Hamrick and resided in Sum­

mers County, \Vest Virginia. 
David, married Xancy Gregory, only daughter of Cur­

rence and Harriett Payne Gregory. He resided on the 
farm of his father on Gauley Mountain. 

Naomi, married George Gregory, and resided on Mill Run 
in "Webster County. 
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Martha, married Homer Davis. 
William, married )[argaret Payne and resided on Gauley 

)[ountain. 

Mary Hamrick 

)lary Hamrick, was born September 28, 1825. She mar­
ried \\"illiam Dodrill, sun of James and Elizabeth Greg­
ory Dodrill, and resided on Elk R.h-er about three miles 
abo\'e \\'ebster Springs, opposite the town of Barton, 
\\'c:-t Virginia. She was the mother of four children­
l.lcnnett. Elizabeth. Jane and Xancy. 
Bennett, marricrl ·Harriett Gregory, and resided on the 

iarm where his father had li\'ecl. until 1916, when he 
nHn·ecl to \ \' ehstcr Springs where he resided at the 
time oi hi;: ch•ath in 19.H. He was the father of eight 
l'liildrc11-lra, Xettie. Ella, Ura, )lary. Jennings, Leah 
and H.niu:- )l. The la:-t namecl is a minister in the llap­
ti.~t Conference. and is now in that work at Indian­
apolis, Incliana. 

Elizabeth, married Charles Bourne of Calhoun County. 
She resides in \\'ehster County, four miles abo\'e \Veb­
ster Springs. Her husband was the local mail carrier 
in the Elk \"alley, between \Yebster Springs, and Samp, 
\\·est Virginia. for a period of almost twenty years. 
Three round trips were made between the two points 
each \\·eek. The distance co,·ered each trip was forty 
milt•s. The mail was transported on horseback. lir. 
Bourne died in 1936. The children of the family are­
Clayton, Olh-er, )[ary, Richard, Edgar, l\Iellie, Rosa, 
and Earle. 

Jane, married John Gregory, aml resided on Point Moun­
tain in \\'ebstcr County. Her children were-Lida, 
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Frank, :\Iary, Hinkle, Isaac, Bennett. Harriett an,l 
)!organ. 

Nancy, married Henry )liller, son of lfohert )liller and 
resided three miles aboYe \\"cb:-ter Spring:-, in \\"ehstcr 
County. Two of her children. Ona ancl Lona, reside 
in \\"ebster Cuunty: Renick reside:- in )Iaryland; Isaac 
died in young manhood. 

Rebecca Hamrick 

Rebecca Hamrick was horn July i. 182i. Slu.• marril•1l 
James \\"alton Dodrill ancl resickcl on Birch Ri,·er in 
Xicholas County. She pos:-ei-:-ed an cxcdlcnt mcm1iry all'l 
haYing Ih·ed in the pioneer a111l Ci,·il \\"ar Peri11cl ui till' 
history of \\"est \"irginia, lll'r knowh-clg-l' oi hi:-turical 
facts and eYents was unhoumkcl. 

She was the mother of thirteen childn·n. Two chil­
dren died in infancy. Her children that grew to manhu11d 
and womanhood were-)Iargaret Jane, Sarah ~\1111. :\lar­
tin, )leh-ina, Isabel, John X .. \\"illiam Chrii-tian, Eliza­
beth, Addie. Xannic and James Ru:-h. 
Margaret Jane, marri~d John Hamrick, and li\"ccl on 

Gauley River at the mouth of Turkey Creek, in \\"eh­
:-ter County. 

Sarah Ann, married Cyrus Xewman Dyer, on December 
25. 18i5. and resided at Bcaycr Run, in \\"ebster County. 
She died in 1919. She was the mother of elen·n chil­
dren, two of whom died in infancy. The nine chilclrcn 
that grew to manhood and womanhoo<l wcrc-Bcttil·. 
Luther L., John R., Jennie, Flossie, Jame:; )lorgan, 
)Iartin Homer, Xannie, ancl Xcwman H. Luther L. 
Dyer and John R. Dyer arc lawyers. ancl lin· in \\"l'l>­
ster County. Xewman H. Dyer is a physician. 
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Rebecca Hamrick Dodrill, daughter of William Ham­
rick, the pioneer, and mother of William Christian 

Dodrill, the author of "Moccasin Tracks and 
Other Imprints." · 

Martin, married :\lary L. Uaughman, uf Xicholas County. 
and rc,;ided all of hi:- life on his farm on :\fill Cn·t'k in 
Xidwlas County. His children are-J. Bernard, Sam­
ul'! S .. Dayton. Lucy. Xcwman \" .. Ira E .. Daisy A., 
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and Na1111ie A. J. Bernard Dodrill is a physician, and 
Samuel S. Dodrill is a dentist. 

Melvina, married John Frame. She resided on Anthony's 
Creek in N'icholas County. The childreri of this union 
were-Lee, Sarah, Pat, Jeanette, \Vade, Ray, l\lartin, 
Exy and Lilly. 

Isabel, married Hanson Pierson of Braxton County. They 
moved to Woodstock, Illinois. The children of thi:-: 
union were-James, John, George, Homer, Rebecca. 
\Yilliam, l\Iary and Myrtle. 

John N., married Jeanette McChmg of Hookers\'ille. 
\Yest Virginia, and resided near Birch R.i,·er, in Xicho­
las County. His children are-\Yar<I, James, Cora. and 
Dewey. 

William Christian, naturalist. ornithologist, author and 
educator, was born on Birch Rh-er, Xicholas County, 
September i, 18(,0, As a boy he worked on the farm, 
and at the age of twenty-one years entered the tead1-
ing profession in his nati\'c connty. In 1895. he came 
to \\"ebster County. where he taught school for al­
almost thirty years, having taught hi;; first· Training 
Sl"hu11l fur teachrr:o at Hayne:-:. in 1890. 

Dnring his teaching career he was principal oi till· 
Camden Pnblic Schools, the \Yebstcr Spring-:-: Pnlilic 
Schools, and a teacher in the "' ehster Spring-,; X urmal 
~clrnol. He wa,; recognizecl hy all as the lea<ler in his 
profession in \Vebster County, and was known by 
eyery hoy and girl throughout the county. 

He made a special study of animal. fish and binl life. 
He ,Yas an expert fisherman. A student of the great 
::chool of nature. he spent much time along tlw beauti­
ful streams of \Vebster and N'icholas countic,;, angling 
for trout or listening for the call of hi~ la\"oritl' :-:11ng-
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ster among the many beautiful birds that visit or in­
habit those localities. He knew every bird by color, 
song or place of nesting, that visits or inhabits Web­
ster County, and the exact season of its coming. 

\Yilliam Christian Dodrill possessed an excellent 
memory. His mother, Rebecca Hamrick Dodrill, had 
learned from her father, \Villiam Hamrick, the pioneer, 
the story of hardships and privations of the early set­
tlers in \\"ebster County. This she related to her son to­
gether with the stories of heroism and tragedies of 
which she had personal recollection. Interested in 
state and national history, he not only made a mental 
note of the many things his mother told him, but fre­
quently wrote and published through the county press 
artidcs of special interest to the citizens of \Yebstcr 
County. In 1915, he compiled his notes .and press ar­
ticle;;, and published them under the title '':\Ioccasin 
Tracks and Other Imprints," a story of pioneer days 
in \Yebster County, together with a short family his­
tory of many of the early settlers. This book, contain­
ing almost three hundred pages, is a living monument 
to his memory. 

He died in 1921. He is buried in the cemetery near 
his old home on Birch River in Nicholas County. 

Elizabeth, married Joseph Thomas Davis. of \Yebster 
County. She 1·esided in Glade District, \Vebster Coun­
ty. The children of this union are-Prudence, Verdie, 
James Dorr, \Villiam Olan, and Ardela. 

Nannie, married Isaac L. Gregory. She resides at Mill 
Run in \Yebster County. Her husband. a blacksmith. 
and farmer, is the son of Currence and Harriett Payne 
Gregory. Xannie Dodrill Gregory is the mother of five 
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children. One died in infancy. The iulluwing grew to 
manhood-]. Roy. Okey, .-\relic \\' .. and Ulen. 

Addie, never married. 

James Rush, married :\Iancly .-\.~hll',Y of Xicholas Cuunty. 
His children are-James. Syh·ester . .-\.rclen. Sherman, 
Rebecca, Dewey and Louise. 

Adam G. Hamrick 

Adam G. Hamrick was born September -1-. 1829. In 1850 
he married Rebecca :\lollohan ( 182i-1862), and lived at 
the home of his father fin miles abo,·e \Yebster Springs 
in \Yebster County. In 1862, he moved his family to 
Randolph County to reside for the period of the Ch-ii 
\\'ar. During the sojourn in Randolph County, :\Irs. 
Hamrick died. She was buried in Randolph County. One 
son and fi,·c daughters were born to this union-:\Iartha 
Jane. Lucinda. Susan. Luverna, Emma Ellen (1859-1862). 
and James Lee. 

::\lr. Hamrick was elected Justice of the Peace of Fork 
Lick District, \Yebster County in 1865, and sen·ed for a 
term of four years. In 186-1-, he married Elizabeth Ham­
rick ( 18-1-3-193-1-), and to this union three sons and eight 
daughter:,: were born-Xaomi. Emma, Harrit:'tt, Xancy 
t}8il-1890J. Rebecca. :\Iary. Wallace, Willi::.. \\"at:-on, 
::\Iargaret Diana, and . .\lmarincla (1889-1890). 

Martha Jane, was born August 25, 1851. She died in 190-I-. 
She married Benjamin Franklin Hamrick, of whom a 
complete sketch has been given. 

Lucinda, was born August 25, 1853. She married Adam 
G. Hami::ick, son of Peter and Nancy Gregory Hamrick. 

Susan, was born liay 14, 1856. She died in 192-1-. She 



THE DESCEXIHXTS OF \\"ILLI.Ul H,\iIRICK 69 

married lloure Hamrick, and resided 011 Point llotm­
tain. in \\"ebster County. 

Luverna, \\"as burn liarch 15. 1858. She married Adam 
Hinkle Hamrick. :-:on of John and Jane Greg0:-y Ham­
rick. .--\ sketch is gh·en in another part of this history. 

James Lee, \\"as horn January 1-1-. 1862. He married Har­
riett Payne. and for a number of years resided on Reel 

Squire Adam Hamrick, son of William Hamrick the noted hunter 
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Oak Knob. Later he moved to Grassy Creek where he 
spent the remainder of his life. He is buried in Fair­
view Cemetery. 

Naomi, was born October 4, 1865. She married Gt·orge 
Payne, and resided near \Vebster Springs in \Vebster 
County. 

Harriett, was born July 18, 1869. She married Creed 
Riggleman, and lh·ed in Randolph County. 

Emma, was born June 15, 1867. She married Alfred M. 
Payne, in 1885. She resided in Webster Springs, Web­
ster County. She served as postmaster in \\"ebster 
Springs for a number of years. She died February 21, 
1937. Her children are-Ida, Sherman, Orlando, an<l 
Roy. 

Rebecca, was born April 4, 1875. She married Thcot!ure 
Gregory and resided near \Yebster Springs in \Ycbster 
County. She was the mother of one son and one daugh­
ter-Lee and Masie. 

Mary, born December 22, 1874, married E. H. Gillespie. 
She resides in \Vebster Springs, \Vebster County. Her 
children are two sons-Clarence and l\larston. 

Wallace, born October 27, 1876, married Nancy Gregory, 
daughter of A. Hinkle and Rhoene Gregory. He re­
sides on Grassy Creek, near Kovan, \Vest Virginia. 

Willis, born January 4, 1879, married Etta Gregory. He 
resides on Point l\lountain, in \Vebster County. 

Watson, born March 12, 1881, married Harriett Gregory. 
He resides at what was formerly the home of his father, 
and the pioneer home of his grandfather. His children 
are-Eskridge, Mary and Elbert. 
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Margaret Diana, born ~lay 3, 188-1-, married CalYin llra<ly. 
She resides at Laurel Fork, \Vebster County, \Vest 
Virginia. She is the proud possessor of the historic 
Bible which belonged to her grandfather, \Villiam 
Hamrick. It contains the Family Record. 

Rachael Hamrick 

lfachael Hamrick. born February 27, 1832, marriecl 
.-\rthur Bickel. She resided four miles abo,·c \Vebster 
Springs, near the present location of the Pleasant Grove 
Church. Following the Ch·il \Var, she 1110,·ed west. and 
the writer is unable to gh·e the names of her descendants. 

Benjamin Hamrick 

Benjamin Hamrick was horn )lay 11. 183+. On Jan­
uary·.I. 1856, he married Xaomi )lollohan, oldest daugh­
ter of George D . .\Lollohan of Brax_ton County. He re­
sided at Leathen,·oocl in \\'ebster County, where he en­
gaged in the mercantile lm:-iness. farming and lh·e stock 
raising for a number uf years. He then retired ancl 1110,·ec.I 
to \\"ebster Spring:- where he spent the remainder of his 
life. He was a man uf great industry, an ardent and loyal 
church memlwr and a 10\·c<l and respected citizen. He 
cliecl in 1906. lie is buried in the Hamrick Cemetery at 
\\"cb~ter :-Spring~. This cemetery was gh·en to the public 
by him hd,.,re his death. His family, consisting of four­
teen children, is une of the largest an<l most prominent 
in \\'t•h,-tl~r County .. -\mold :\I., Isaac P., A<lam J., \Vil­
liam Grant. Felix D., Eli C. (Rimfire), Diana, George F .. 
)Iary .\I., Jane, Simpson, Ellis, l\Iariah, and Rebecca. 
Mariah, married James Chambers Dodrill and moved to 

Nebraska. then to Kansas. Later she removed to :\Jc-
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Loud, Oklahoma. where slw Tl'sidt·:- at the present 
time. 

Arnold M., marriL·<l Angl'linl' D111lrill. <laughtl-r ui Charle;; 
:\le. Duclrill. and re::.iclecl on I'11int )lountain in \\.dJster 
County. 

Isaac P., married Sarah na,·i::.. and li\'d i,ir a numher oi 
yl·ars in \\"l·h:-ter County. He latl'r mm·l·<l to Charle::.­
ton. tlwn to GreL·nhriL·r County. Hl' ,fa,,1 in Fl·hntary. 
1938. 

Adam J., married )ll'ldna )I illl'r, an,I n.·::.icll',1 on Leather­
wood CreL·k, m•ar Berg110, ""e::.t \-irginia. He engagell 
in farming and the rai::.ing of !in· :-t1Jck. Hl• was acti\"c 
in thl' l"otmty Farm Bureau i11r ::.e,·eral year::.. J l i::. home 
locate,\ in tlll' Yallcy of Ll•atherwood Cret·k. ::.urrounde,l 
by a gron• oi hl'autiiul e\'ergrccn tn·e:-. wa::. om· 11i thl· 
must attrncti\'c in \\"ebster County. 

Aitl'r the death of )Irs. Hamrkk in 190X. he married 
Sarah Dodrill, and after her dl'ath, he married Addie 
Liggett of Richie County. He died in 19.~:-. am\ i;; hur­
iecl in the l\Ieaclowlancl l°l'llll'tery. m·ar Bl'rg-110. Hi::: 
chililrcn-Bcnson, Ct•cil. Flo::.:-il', El:-il·. aml Rettic. Jin· 
in \\"ch!\tcr and Hanclolph cnuntic::.. 

Diana, marrit·<l A. Harm,,n {;n•;.:-11ry and n·::.irk,l 1war 
:\!ill Run in \\"L•h,.:tl'I" County. Sill' \\"a,.: till' mothL·r ,,i 
tw11 daughter:- and four ,.:nns----T.l',·i. C >rlamlo. Freeman. 
Xoah. _\lice. and \'irgie. 

William Grant, marrie1\ Katherine Hamrick aml rcs.i1\c1\ 
on Reel Oak Knob in \Yeh,.:tl·r County. l It· later mo,·c<I 
to Bergoo where he engaged in the men·antile hu:-i-
11l'SS. \\"hilc li\'ing there he married Elizahcth Balcl­
win. He i!\ a skillful lnmtt•r and i;. familiar with till' 
geographical location of all thl' hill,- and ,.:treams in 
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\\"ebster County. He i:; a noted bear hunter and has 
killed hear in \\"ebster Cuunt_y quite recently. He has 
,;pent some time in the west where he owns a large 
ranch. He resides in \\' ebster Springs at the present 
time. He married :\liss Luna \\'arc! of Xicholas County 
in 192i. 

Eli ( Rimfire), married Zella Cogar. He resides in \\'eb­
stl'r County. 

Jane, married Xathan Hamrick and li\-ecl for se,·eral 
,Yl·,trs at Red Oak Knob in \\'ebster County. She mo,·ed 
to \\'l'bster Springs in 1909. She was the mother of 
three ,.:ons and tluee daughters. :\Irs. Hamrick died in 
Octoher. 1937. Her children are-E,·erett, :\Iay, Oli,·e, 
W1111la. Simpsun. and Raymond. 

Simpson, iormei:ly a teacher, married :\Iattie Longmire, 
uf Oklahoma. He attended \\'est \'irginia \\'esley-an 
College gracluating in the class of June, 1901. He en­
ll'recl the ministry, an,I has .,,;ernd thirty years in that 
\\'urk. Hi:- fielil oi ,.:cr\"ice includes. in addition to the 
\\'l:',.:t \'irginia Conien·m·e, the Oklahoma Conference 
:md till' Un•g-011 C1111ferem'.e. He is retired at the present 
titlll' and re,.:i<lc:.: near Salem, Oregon. 

Rebecca, marrieil Caml•ron BL'ale. She ha:,: lh·ed for :-::e,·­
eral years in Pocahunta,.: County. :\Ir. Beale died in 
1936. 

Felix, marril·d Etta :\Iiller. He j,.. a farmer and dairyman. 
He li,·e,.: at lfodney, Ohiu. 

Ellis R., w:1,.: born at Bcrgoo, \\'cbster County. \\'est Vir­
ginia, :\larch U. 1879. He ,ms eclurntecl in the public 
,.;l'110ol~ uf \\'ch:-ter County, an<l \\'est \'irginia \Yes­
lcyan College. He was of impressi\'e physique, being 
,.:ix icct. ,.:ix inchl',.: tall. Thl· State of \\'est \"irginia 
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selected him as its model for the statue located on the 
capitol grounds at Charleston, personifying the typi­
cal mountaineer. 

In 1901, :\Ir. Hamrick engaged in the crude oil in­
dustry an<l for ten years served as General Field 
Superintendent for the Ohio Fuel Oil Company. He 
resigned in 1918, and moved to Gallia County, Ohio. 
near Gallipoli:-. In 1928. he wa:- electecl to the General 
Assembly of Ohio, and ser\'ed in the 88th General As­
sembly for the years 1929 and 1930. Interested in local, 
farm and ch·ic organizations, he effected legi:,;lation 
pertaining to distribution of gasoline tax to townships; 
the organization of Farm Bureaus and co-11pt'ratfrc 
marketing among the farmers. 

l\lf. Hamrick married Georgianna .-\mhkr. daug-htt'r 
of Lutellis and Rebecca \\'ells .-\mhlt'r of Saint )lary:-, 
\Vest Virginia. 

He died July 26, 1932, at Charle:-tun. \\·l•:-t \"irginia. 
He is buried at Rodney, Ohio. 

George F., was born in \\"ebstl'r l'uunty. \\"l•:,;t \"irginia. 
July 15, 1882. He recei,·ed his <::arly cclucatiou in the 
free schools uf \\"chstcr County. an1l \\"est Yirginia 
\\'e~leyan College, at Buckhannan. In 1907, he mar­
ried Frazie :\Iorton of llraxton County and took up 
his residence in \\"ebstt'r Spring:;, where he was em­
ployed as a clerk in one of the principal department 
stores of the town. 

Finding the work to his liking he entered the mer­
cantile business independently in 1912, operating a 
large depa_rtment store in \Vebster Springs. In this 
occupation he was Yery successful. He also engaged 
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in the work of the only undertaking and embalming 
establishment in \Vebster County at that time. 

l\Ir. Hamrick was a shrewd business man and a dili­
gent and industrious worker. He possessed the rare 
quality of associating friendship and kindliness in 
business, and thus became the friend of all with whom 
he came in contact. He died in March 1919. His un-

George F. Hamrick 
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timely pasi-ing was a shock to the entire community. 
He had twu daughters-Hope and Ethel. 

Mary M., a teacher was educated in the public schools 
of \Yebster County and \\"est \"irginia \\"e:-leyan Col­
lege. She resides in Clarksburg. Harrisun County. 
where she has taught school for se,·eral years. She 
ne\"er married. 

Isabel Hamrick 

babel Hamrick. wa:,; hom June 9, lR~Ci. She married 
Gt·urge :\lartin Dodrill. !-Oil of John and :\largarct Lewi:; 
Dodrill. and re:-icled on Popular I<un in Xicholai- Connty. 
She wa:- the mother of nine d,iltlren-Jaml·:- \Yalton. 
\\"illiam H .. Rebecca. :\laggit-. . .\.gne:- Jam·. :\lary. John 
F .. :\lartha and Luther. 

James Walton, married Jennie Hucm.:r of ~icholas 
County. Hi:- children are-Bell. Homer. lieurgt·. Juhn. 
H.o:-:e, Lilly. Tebitha, and \\'alter. 

William H., marrie,l Emma Pier:-:,111 ui Braxton CtJUnty. 
and to thi~ union one daughter wa~ hurn- -:\lollie Pier­
son. 

He later married :\!attic· Hanna o{ \\"l:'11:-:tcr County. 
an<I to this union. the following- d1ilclren were horn--­
Roxy. Lemon, Carl D., \-elmer. :\Iadge. :\lartin. anrl 
Shirley. 

Rebecca, married \Yilliam Boggs. of \\~ebster County. 
The children of this union are-:\Iartin, Edgar. an<l 
Lulu. Rebecca Dorlrill Boggs, later married Charles 
Harris of Braxton County. Her children by this mar­
riage are-Harry and Earle. 

Maggie, marriecl Thomas Duffield of Braxton County. 
Her children are-Uelle and George. 
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Agnes Jane, married Duffy Gibson, of Braxton County. 
Her chilclren are-Ri.ianne, James, and Homer. 

Mary, was married three times. She first married Link 
Thomas of \\"ebster County. Her children by this mar­
riage are-Deloras. Loraine, and Roland. She later 
married Andy \\"ecse. and her children by this mar­
riage were-Cora ancl Patrick. Her husband by the 
third marriage was Jack Brewster. 

John F., married Rhine Pierson of Braxton County. His 
children arc-Blaine, Orrnl. Ethel, Elsie, Della, Char­
les and John Kermit. 

Martha, marrie<I )feldn Cohb, of \\'ebster County. She 
was the mother of six children. 

Luther, marril·cl Fannie Brown of Braxton County. He 
"·as the father of fh·e children. 

William Gregory Hamrick 

\\"illiam G. Hamrick. was born June 16, 1838, in Xicho­
las County Virginia, now \\"ebster County, \\"est Yir­
ginia. He was the youngest sun of \\"illiam Hamrick, 
the pioneer and nutecl hunter. and his wife Jeanette Greg­
ory Hamrick. On June 12, 1862, \\"illiam G. Hamrick en­
li:--tcd in the L"nion Army in the .Second \\"ar for Incle­
pcmlence. He sen·ed throughout the "·ar in the Tenth 
\\"e:-t \"irginia \"olunteer Infantry, ha,·ing engaged in 
the following battles: Buckhannan, \"a., Be\"erly, \\"est 
\"a., Droop )fountain, \"a., Leestown, \"a., in 1863; )Iary­
land Heights, l[cl .. Snicker's Ferry, Va., \Vinchester, 
\"a .. )Iartinshurg, \\"est Ya., Berry\"ille, Va., Fisher's 
Hill, \"a., Cedar Creek, \"a., Hatcher's Run, Va., in 1864; 
Petersburg, \"a., Rice's Station, \"a., and Appomattox, 
Va .. in 1865. 
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Mr. Hamrick was wounded at Cedar Creek, Va., while 
acting as color bearer, but serYed throughout the war. 
He was with Grant at Appomattox, and was the proud 
possessor of a heart shaped piece of the apple tree under 
which the surrender was negotiated. This historic sou­
Yenir is now in the possession of his son, lllaine, who 
lives at Clarksburg, \Yest Virginia. He was discharged 
at Richmond, Virginia, June 25, 1865. 

\Villiam G. Hamrick returned to \\'ebstcr County. 
and built his home in the Point )fountain Community. 
In 186i, he married Elizabeth Hamrick. He was electc1l 
Collector of Re\·enue of the District, Randolph, Pocahon­
tas and \\"ebster counties, in 1868. and sen·e1l ten year;;. 
He a::sisted in building the Point ~lountain Church, the 
first church house in that comtmmity. He ,Yas class leader 
of the Pleasant Grove Church Class for se,·eral years. 

The children of \Villiam G. and Elizabeth Hamrick 
are-)iary .-\., Josephine, \'iola, James, Charles Elliott, 
am! \\"ade. Elizabeth Hamrick die<! in 1~79. an<l wa::­
buriec.l near the old home on Point ~lountain. ~\ill'r her 
death he married l{ebecca Hamrick, and tu thi,- uni11n ti ,-l, 

chil<lren were born-Stella. lllaine, Stephen, lh·njamin 
and Ada. 
Mary A., married L. A. Thomas, ancl for a number of 

years resided at Erbacon, \\"ebster County. She then 
moved to Richwood, Nicholas County, where she re­
sides at the present time. !\Ir. Thomas died July 31. 
1930. 

Josephine, married J. E. Heckert, and resides at \Veston, 
West Virginia. 

Viola, married Scott ~!organ, and resided near Pickens. 
She died in 1908, and is buried in the Morgan Cemetery 
near Pickens. 
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James, married Florence l\Iiller and resided at Webster 
Springs. He later 1110,·ed to Richwood. He is buried at 
Levisy, West \"irginia. 

Charles Elliott, was born June 3, 1875. He was educated 
in the public and select schools of \Vebster County. 
After teaching school for a number of years he entered 

Charles Elliott Hamrick 
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\\"est Virginia Conference Seminary. now \\"c~t \"ir­
ginia \\"csleyan Cullege, in 1R99. He graclnatl·<I in thl· 
llcnjamin F. :\lartin Cla:-:- in 1903. The :::amc year hl' 
was receind into the \\'e:::t \"irginia ConicrenCl'. In 
190-t-. he was married tu h·y B. Bender. daughter oi 
Andrew and Elizabeth Bender, of Chapel. \\" est \"ir­
ginia. 

llr. Hamrick sen·ed in the East Buckhann::m Cir­
cuit, Buckhannan Circuit, Adamston. Fairview, \\"il­
liamstown, Xorth Street. \\"heeling and Grafton. He 
had a strong coll\·iction that he hacl been called to 
preach the gospel and tu kad men to the feet of his 
:\laster. Quiet, unas~uming, ::tuclious, thorough. sys­
tematic, faithful and loyal, he became the most out­
standing pastor and evangelist in the state of \\" e:-t 
Virginia. 

He was stricken with pneumonia fenr while con­
ducting a series of revh·al sen·ices in his church at 
Grafton, and died March 15, 1921. Funeral serYices 
were conducted by the District Superintendent assi:-tecl 
by thirty ministers." He is buried in Grafton. His chil­
dren are-Hayward, a physician: Randall, a memhcr 
of the faculty of \Yesleyan College: and Ruth Elizalwth. 
a teacher in the Buckhannon High School. 

Wade, married Louise Gerber uf Dennr. Colo., and 
lived there until his death in 1930. 

Blaine, married Addie Hamilton, a teacher of Tyler Coun­
ty, \Vest Virginia. He was educated in the public 
schools of \Vebster County, and \Vest Virginia 'C'ni­
versity. He is an attorney residing in Clark,.;lmrg-. 
\Yest Virginia. 
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Stella, i:,; a teacher, having taught school in \\"ebstcr and 
Harrison countie:;. She resides in Clarksburg. 

Stephen, married :\Iiss Holy of Pittsburgh. He c!: .. :! at 
Oakland, California, quite recently. 

Benjamin, married Venus D.n·i,-:-.011 1 and later :\Iae Rid­
nour. He resides in Quincy. Illinois. He is engaged 
in selling elel·trical equipment. 

Ada, married Glen Claggett, and resides at Bridgeport, 
\\·est \·irginia. She is a gracluate of the \Vebster 
Spring:,: High School and \\·eslcyan College. 



DAVID HAMRICK 

Dadd Hamrick, sun of Benjamin and Xancy :\lc:\lillian 
Hamrick, was horn in Greenbrier County, Virginia, now 
\\"est \"irginia. He married Elizabeth :\liller, and 1110,·ed 
tu the L"pper Elk section of what is now \Yebster County, 
and built his hume near \\"hittaker Falls. about the year 
1820. He was a pioneer in that locality and the large 
house he built o,·erlooking the Elk Ri\'er was made of 
logs from the surrounding forest, the place being a dense 
wilderness. This log house had a large stone chimney at 
one end, the smoke conductor for a large open fireplace. 
Da,·icl Hamrick was the father of sixteen children, nine 
sons ancl se\'en daughters. One son. Franklin, died at the 
age of twenty-one years, unmarried. The others are­
J amcs, Peter. John. Benjamin. \\"illiam, Le\'i. David, 
George, Anna. Xancy, )largart>t. Rebecca. Jane, Fran­
cina. and Elizabeth. 

James Hamrick 

James Hamrick married Jane )lilkr. and resided at 
L"pper Elk near the home of his father. To this union 
six children were born-Julia. Thomas, Peter, Robert, 
Kanzada, and Elizabeth. Kanzada diecl in infancy. After 
the death of Jane :\liller Hamrick. James Hamrick mar­
ried :\lary Sycafoose. To this union six children were 
born-Minen·a. Asa, :\Ieh-ina, Phoebe, Isaac, and Jona­
than. Isaac died in infancy. After the death of his second 
wife he married Rebecca Baughman. Four children were 
born to this union-Dadd, Martha, Patrick, and Eliza­
beth. 
Julia, married George \Yoh-erton and lh-ed in \Yebster 

County. 
82 
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Thomas M., was born July 29, 18-W. In 18i2, he wedded 
Jane Baughman, daughter of David and :\Iattie Baugh­
man, and resided in \Vebster County, near Bergoo. He 
was the father of ten children-Jackson, Asa, Hanson, 
James lI., Lee. Sidney, Adam. Verdin, liartin and 
Selestie. llr. Hamrick died April 1, 1937. 

Peter, married Jane Cutlip, and lh·ed at Upper Elk in 
\Vebster County. 

Robert, married lfartha Louke. 
Elizabeth, married l\Iatthe\\" Kelly, and resided near 

Philippi in Barbour County. 
Minerva, married At.lam T. Dodrill, and resided in \Yeh-

ster County. 
Asa, married kebecca Jane Dodrill. 
Melvina, married John Daff. 
Phoebe, married Sanford Hamrick. 
Jonathan, married Ellen \V are. 
David, married Cora Dodrill, and resides at Bergoo Creek 

in \\' ebster County. 
Martha, married John Baughman, and resided at Laurel 

Bank in Pocahontas County. 
Patrick, married :\Iyrtie Hamrick. and resides in \-Veb­

ster County. His children are-Arthur, Virgil, Odie, 
l\Iarvin, and Freeman. 

Elizabeth, married Heaston Dodrill. 

Peter Hamrick 

Peter Hamrick was born in 1821. He married Nancy 
Gregory, daughter of Adam and Rebecca Dodrill Greg­
ory. He built his home in the Upper Elk community 



84 THE H.UIRICK . .\XD OTHER F.-\:\IILIE~ 

about the year 1~50. He wa:- an aggre:-:<ive farmer and 
a succt'ssful hunter. The large log hou.,.e huilt hy him i,­
in exc.ellent condition today. after having hel·n in use ior 
more than seventy-fn·e years. 

Xancy Gregory Hamrick died in 18<i5. llr. Hamrick 
then married :\Iargaret DatT He,·ener. The chilclr~·n oi 
the first marriage are-.-\.clam · G., J,-aac. Jacob. Beman\, 
Lee. Levi, Rebecca Jane, liartha and llargaret Ellen. 

The children of the second marriage are-Harmon, 
Elihu, \\"alter S., Stuffer, Albert, Fnu1cl•:-. Dully .. .\lice, 
and Nettie. 

Peter Hamrick died in 190.t He is huriec.1 hcsidl· his 
first wife in the cemetery near his home. 

Adam G., was born in H.49. He marrfrcl Lm·incla Ham­
rick and resided at "Cpper Point llotmtain in \\"eh,-ter 
County. near the Randolph County line. He wa:< a 
farmer and stockman. He retired ahuut 1915. all(\ is 
lh·ing with his son Baker Hamrick in \\'l'l>:-ter Spring,-. 
::\Irs. Hamrick died in 1911. She is lmrie<l at ::\hmtl·r­
ville, Randolph County. The children of . .\clam and 
Lucinda Hamrick are--1.:.0y. Baker. lirun~r. Se\"ina 
ancl Lina. The two last mentiuncd n•:.:iclc in the we,-t. 
The others reside in \\'ebster and H.andulph countil·:.:. 

Isaac M., was ham in 185-1-. ln 1882 he married llanha J. 
Sharp and resided at l:pper Point ::\fountain near \Yan­
eta, \Yest \"irginia. In 1893, he moncl hi,- family t11 
the west and resided in Council Grove. Kansas. where 
he lh-ed until 1898. He then moYccl to Blackhurn. 
Oklahoma, where he resided until his death in 19,,o. 
He was the father of six sons and ,-ix daughtt-r:.:-Eliza­
beth, Richard, Bernard, Clint, Lesta. Lennie, Xellie, 
Gilbert, Joseph and Imogene. 
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Jacob, married Phoebe Hamrick and resided at the "Flint 
Place,'' on Point )fountain. in Randolph County. He 
engaged in keeping hotel there for a number -:,f years. 
after which he tnm·ed to llingo, Randolph County, 
where he engaged in farming and stock raising. He 
died in 1926. He wa·s the father of two sons and one 
daughter-Darius, Arden and l\Iintie. 

Bernard, married Susie )leek::;. and resided at CIO\·erlick 
in Pocahontas County. He engaged in the lh-estock 
business and marketing of fresh meats. He now lh·es 
at Cass. \\"est Virginia. 

Lee A., married )Janela Hanna and resided at L"pper Point 
)Iountain near \\"aneta. \\"est Virginia. He engaged 
in farming. He al:,;o tran:-:purted the Cnited States mail 
frum Bt>rnarcl:-:town Pu::-t11ffice on Elk Rh-er. to \\"a11-
(•ta, \\"est Yirginia, ior a number of years. llrs. Ham­
ri,:"k died in 1936. The children are-llyrtie, Gertie, 
Rosa. Edna. Lucy and Pearle. 

Levi, 1110,·ed west to the state of Kansas at the age of 
sixteen. He married Jennie Riley. Subsequently, he 
moYcd to Seattle, \\"a::-hington. \\'bile li\"ing in Kan­
sai;, he scrYed as deputy Cnited States llarshall. He 
is the father of eight children all of whom lh·e in the 
west-llarie, Flint. Xortic. Ah-a, Ray, Don, Harvey, 
and Dora. 

Rebecca Jane, married Jonathan Hamrick, and resided 
four miles above \\"ebster Springs, near the Pleasant 
Grove Church. In 1910. she moYecl to Saint Petersburg, 
Florida, where she died in 1912. She is buried in Flor­
ida. She was the mother of ten children-two sons and 
eight daughters. (See Jonathan Hamrick). 
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Martha, married Napoleon Conrad, and resided at )lont­
en·ille, Randolph County. Her husband was a shoe­
maker by trade. He al~o engaged in farming. The chil­
dren of this union are-Ernest, Clayton, ~ettie, Luther, 
Eliza, Addie, Susie, Laura, Virgil and Guy. 

Margaret Ellen, was born May 22, 1860. She remained 
at home with her father until 1884, when she went to 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, where she was employed 
until 1890. She returned to \Vest Virginia, and mar­
ried Adam Dolliver Hamrick, son of James 1\1., aml 
H.ebecca Dodrill Hamrick. (See Adam Dolli,·er Ham­
rick). 

The children of Peter Hamrick and llargarct Daff Ham­
rick: 

Harmon, married Serena Hamrick and n.·sick·s nt llingo. 
Randolph County. He is a blacksmith by occupation. 

Elihu, married :\lary :\Iillcr, <laughter uf :\larion and 
Rebecca Cogar :\liller. He resides at Clon·rlick. Poca­
hontas County, and is engaged in farming and li,·estock 
raising. 

Walter S., married Lena Dodrill. He rc~ide<I at tht' h111nc­
place of his father until 1923, ·at which time he remoHd 
to \Vebster Springs, where he engaged in the hotel 
business. In 1924, he was elected Justice of the Pt·ace 
of Fork Lick District, \\'cbster County, and has hl'cn 
re-elected each succeeding term since that time. He 
also seryed one term as Mayor of \\"cbster Springs. 
from 1932 to 1936. He was the first Chairman of the 
committee for the organization of the Gregory-Ham­
rick .Keunion, which held its first meeting on Point 
l\Iountain in: 1928. His children are-Elihu, Lelah, 
Lettie, Eula, AYis, and Lenora. 
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Stoffer, married Rosa Riggleman. He is a blacksmith by 
trad·e. He lh·es at Greenbank, Pocahontas County. 

Albert, married ::\Iaggie Fisher, and later Ellen Dodrill. 
Frances, married Sus·ie Tracy, and later Susie Daff. 
Dollie, died in young womanhood. She neYer married . 

.... 

...... 
-·-· ····-

l 

Walter S. Hamrick, First Chairman of the Hamrick­
Gregory Reunion Committee 
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Alice, married George Fi:-her. Sill· rl':-i<lcd at \'allcyhead 
in Randolph County. 

Nettie, married \\"ade l{igg-lt-man. Shl· rl•,;itk,; in Ran­
dolph County. 

John Hamrick 

John Hamrick. married Jane Gregory. daughtl·r ol 
Adam and Rebecca Dodrill Gn·gury and n•,-i1k<I at l 'ppl·r 
Elk on a farm adjoining that of hi:- hruther I \·tl'r Ham­
rick. His children arc-Adam Hinkle, Jack:-on. Spen­
cer, Xathan, Cah-in, \\·e:;.ley. Henry. Catherine. T11hitha. 
Rebecca, Xancy, Sarah, and Della. 
Adam Hinkle, married Lun·rna Hamrick a111I huilt his 

home on l{l•<I Oak Knoh. near lkrgou. \\"l':-t \"irginia. 
He was :mddenly killed in an accident when dri,·ing- a 
team of hurses drawing a :-kd. l•n the rmul between his 
home on Reil Oak Knob, and Leatl1l·rwo1,1l. ont· win­
ter morning in 1895. The ~le1I coa:-tcd out oi the rmul 
and on-r a precipice dragging the team and driYer to 
their death. He i:- _hurit•d in :\h·aclowland Cemetery, 
lfrrgou, \\"est Virginia. :\Ir:-. Hamrick i,- huried he­
side him. His children are-:-Rctta. El;,.a. :\[yrtk and 
Carrie. 

Jackson, married :Malinda Hamrick and to thi:e- union two 
children were born-Price and Attie. llalil\lla Ham­
rick died in 1908. He then married Xettie Hen-ner. 
He resides 011 Leatherwood Creek in \\'ebster County. 

Spencer, married Delilah Hamrick. He had one son, 
Caldn. Delilah Hamrick died in 1903. He then mar­
ried Alice Hite. He resides in Randolph County. 

Calvin, married Nettie Dyer, and reside:: in Randolph 
County. 
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Wesley, married Cenie Dyer. He resides in Randolph 
County. 

Henry, married Portia Beatty. He resides in Greenbrier 
County. One son Kenneth, is a physician. at )larling­
ton, Pocahontas County. 

Catherine, married \\·111. G. Hamrick, and resided 011 Reel 
< lak Knoh in \\·ebster County. Her children by this 
marriage are-Lennie and Hughling. She later mar­
ric•cl Jacoh :\IcAtee, and resides in Randolph CountJ·. 

Nathan, married Jane Hamrick, daughter of Benjamin 
an<! Xaomi :\Iollohan Hamrick. He resided at Red 
Oak Ktll,h, Bcrgoo, \\·e:-t \·irginia, until 1909. at which 
tinH' he Tlliffetl to \\.l'l>ster Springs. \\·herl! he resides 
at the pn•:-ent tinH·. He is the father of three sons and 
thrl'l' daughter:--Oli,·e. E,·erett. :\fay, Rhoda, Simp­
:-11ir. and H.aymoncl. 

Tabitha, married George Hogan. She resides in Ran-
clolph County. 

Rebecca, marriecl Jacob Conrad. 

Nancy, married George Cowger. 

Sarah, married Jacob \\'are. 

Della, married Oli,·er Beckwith. 

Francina Hamrick 

Francina Hamrick. married Da\'id Cutlip. ancl resided 
at l'pper Elk for a short time, then remo,·ed west to the 
State of C'tah. Her children Emma, Ida, and Ah-a, moved 
to the west with her. Xo information is a,·ailahle at thi:­
time as to their descendants. 
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Jane Hamrick 

Jane Hamrick, married Milton Conrad. She had no 
children. She resided for some time in ,vcbster County, 
then mo\"ed west. 

Levi Hamrick 

Le\"i Hamrick, married Clara " 7amsley. and re:-i,kd in 
~fonterYille, Randolph County. His children an·--Eliza. 
Randolph, Emma, l\linnie, and Elliott. 
Eliza, married Henry Beckwith. 
Randolph, married llary Hall. 

Emma, married George "~ estfall. 
Minnie, married John Hannah, and lakr \\"l'ym11uth 

Conrad. 

Elliott, married Cora Swecker. Ht· i~ a merchant ancl re­
sides at l\Ionterville. Randolph County. llrs. Hamrick 
died in 1937. 

Rebecca Hamrick 

Rebecca Hamrick. ri1arricd l[arion Dohhin~. and n·­
sidecl near Bergoo in "-eb.5-tcr County. She latt·r mon-cl 
to the vicinity of Diana. \Yest Yirginin. Her children 
were-Henry, Lee and Jane. 

Henry, married Lucincln Clifton, ancl moncl to Akron. 
Ohio, where he died quite recently. 

Lee, married Elizabeth Hannah. am\ lh-ed in the ,·icinity 
of Diana, ,vest Virginia. 

Jane, married \Valtcr Cool, and resided at Diana. in \\'ch­
ster County. 
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David Hamrick 

DaYid Hamrick, married Fidiliah Dodrill, daughter of 
James and Elizabeth Gregory Dodrill. He resided at 
Baltimore Run in \Vebster County. He was the father 
of two sons and three daughters-Henry, Joseph, Rena, 
1Ieldna and Naomi. 

. .. a.._ 

David Hamrick, son of David Hamrick the pioneer, 
who settled at Whittaker Falls in 1820 
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Joseph, marril:'<l Elizabeth Hatclwin \\"llrkman. He was a 
merchant and resided at the nwuth 11i Ll'athcrwood 
L°rl'l'k. in \\"eb:;tl:'r County. Hi:-: l'11ildn·n an•-\\'altt·r. 
Ella. :\Ich-ina, Roy. Homer, Coy. \\"alker. Le:-:tcr, Xet­
tit· and Gcrtru<lt'. :\lr. Hamrick <lil·<I in 1902. 

Rena, married Harmon Hamrick. an<l rl':-icll':- at :\lingo, 
H.amlolph County. She has nu children. 

Naomi, married Ja:-:pl'r Cowger. and n·:-:idl'd in Ranilulph 
County. After tht' death of :\Ir. L"owgl:'r sill' married 
William Hogan. 

Henry, married Diana Hamrick and rcsitll'::- at l'hl':<tnut 
Bottom Ford in \\"chstt·r Cuunty. Hi:; children an•-­
H.l'na. Kt•nnl'dy. Homer, Charlie, \\'arrick. Ida. Zl'tta, 
Ina ancl Dorthy. 

Melvina, married Samp:;.on Cunrad and rl:':<i<ll':< in lfan­
rlulph County. 

Benjamin Hamrick 

Benjamin Hamrick was born in Randolph County, 
110w \\"ehstcr County, He married :\lary (Polly) Cowgc:r, 
an,\ resided at Bergoo Creek in \\"ebster County. He 
was a farmer. On February 9. 1884, when returning to 
his home from \\"ebster Springs, in company wth Gl:'urge 
Cowger, he met with a tragic death. At that time therl' 
wa:- no hridge aero:-::< the Elk River at the cros:-ing three 
miles below Leatherwood Creek, and the horses wl:'rc 
forced to wade the rh·er. On the day of the tragedy :\lr. 
Hamrick had crossed the riYer on his way to \\"ebster 
Springs, but on his return the rh·er had swollen to flood 
stage from recent rains. He was riding a fine horse ac­
customed to bearing its rider in deep water, and for that 
reason he felt no fear in attempting to cross the river, 
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and reach his home. llr. Co\\·ger was reluctant to take 
the risk. In order to persuade his companion to cross the 
riwr, llr. Hamrick proposed to exchange horses with 
him. This was done and they proceeded. l\Ir. Cowger 
reached the shore safely mounted upon the well trained 
steed. About the middle of the stream the horse Mr. 
Hamrick was riding fell, and both horse and rider were 
carriecl clownstream in the flood waters. Although search 
was made daily, the body was not reco,·ered i.mtil thir­
teen days later, approximately one and one-half miles 
below the place of the tragedy. The body was found by 
Xathan Smith, an expert boatman. The inquest was held 
before Squire \\"illiam Chapman, and the body was in­
terred in .\Ieadowland Cemetery, at llergoo, \Yest Vir­
ginia. 

).Jr:· 1-famrick ,,·as the fathl'r of the following children­
Lewi:-. Phod>e, Lilly, jl·rry, Conrad; Diana, Chrystenna 
and Patrick. 
Lewis, marril'cl Sl'n·mt Conrarl, ancl later .\Ich-ina Fisher. 
Phoebe, marril'cl Franci,; l'11wgcr. She resides near Ber-

guu, \\'l':-t \"irginia . .\Ir. Co\\"ger <lil•cl in .\lay, 19.i~. 

Lilly, marril'<I Elizahl'lh Hamrick, in 1~9-+. He resilks 
at lkrg-011 . .\Ir~. Hamrick diecl in 193i. 

Jerry, marril·d .\lagg-ic Ruckman. 
Conrad, ,,·a:- h11ru Fdmiary 2-1-, 1~61. In 1&~3. he marril·il 

Effil· C11,rgl'r. He re:-iclcil m·ar Chl'stnut Bottom F11rd, 
in \\.l•h~ter County. ]fr died in 1937. 

Diana, marril'<I lfrnry Hamrick and resicle1l at Chestnut 
Bottom Fore!. She clil·d in l<JlO, and i:- h11ric1l at .\I l•,ul­
o\\"land l'enll'tery. lll·rg110. \\"e:-t \·irginia. 

Chrystenna, married .-\lhert Gn"l'tl and n•sicles near Skdt, 
\\·e,;t \"irginia. 
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Patrick, married Martha Sycafoose, and resides at Upper 
Elk. 

Anna Hamrick 

Anna Hamrick, marrie<l \Yashington Cutlip and re­
sided at Upper Elk in \Yebster County. Her children 
are-David, Jane, l\largaret an<l Nancy. 
David, married Francina Hamrick, and later llary Ship­

lett. 
Jane, married Peter Hamrick, and rc:;i<led at Cpper Elk. 
Margaret, marrie<l Adam Hamrick, of llraxton County. 

She died in 1936. 
Nancy, married Jacob Louke. 

Nancy Hamrick 

Nancy Hamrick, married · Robert lliller an<l resided 
on lliller llountain, north of \\"ebstcr Springs. llr. 
l[iller engaged in fanning. He was accidently killed <lur­
ing a storm while working on his farm. Xancy and 
Robert :\Iiller were the parents of the following children 
-Thomas, Henry, David, Anna, and James. 
Thomas, married Elizabeth Clifton. 
Henry, married Xancy Dodrill, daughter of \\"illiam and 

l\lary Dodrill. He resided three miles abo,·e \\"ebster 
Springs, in \Vebster County. His children are-Ren­
ick, Isaac, Ona and Lona. 

David, married l\Iinerva Louke. 
Anna, married George Goff. 
James, married Sarah Starcher. 

Margaret Hamrick 

l[argaret Hamrick, married Ab Cogar and resided for 
a while in \Vebster C~unty. During the Ch·il \Var she 
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mu,·ed to C.:pslrnr County, near Buckhannan, \Vest Vir­
ginia. 

George Hamrick 

George Hamrick, married Caroline Hamrick, daughter 
of Seth Franklin, and Jane Young Hamrick, of Braxton 
County. 

William Hamrick 

\\"illiam Hamrick, married :\Iargaret Gregury and re­
sided at the month of Leatherwood Creek in \\"ebster 
County. To this union the following children were born 
-Rebecca, )Iariah, Sarah, Sanford, Led. John. George, 
Jackson, Xannie, and Elmira. 
Rebecca, married )lar~hall :\Iullins. 

Mariah, married \\"illiam Green. 

Sarah, married Jefferson Cool. 
Sanford, married Phoebe Hamrick. 

Levi, married Ho:sena Gregory. 

John, married Rachael llaughman. 
George, married Sarah Lynch, and later Flossie Lynch. 

Jackson, married Rebecca Gregory. 
Nannie, married Jerry Conrad. 
Elmira, married Thomas Cool, and later Charles Doclrill. 

Elizabeth Hamrick 

Eliznbeth H,1mrick. was born )larch 16, 18-J.3, at t:'p­
pcr Elk, Randolph County, \\"est Virginia. She was 
united in marriage December 8, 186-1-, to Adam G. Ham­
rick. She <lied in 193-1-. at the age of ninety-one years. 
being the last survivor of the large family of David Ham­
rick. her father. (See .-\<lam G. Hamrick). 



PETER HAMRICK 

Peter Hamrick, son of Benjamin and Xancy ).lc).lillian 
Hamrick. married Rebecca :\Iollohan. and settled on 
Birch Rh-er in Braxton County. The records of Braxton 
County show that he was a member of the first Grand 
Jury drawn in the newly created county of Braxton. The 
Grand Jury was organized April 11, 1836, and conYened 
at the second term of the Circuit Court, September 12. 
1836. 

Peter Hamrick had three suns and eight daughtl'r~­
Bcnjamin, George. :\[ary (Polly). Xancy, Jane. :\Cariah, 
Rachael, Susan. ).lartha, L\\ci.nda. and Hcmy. 

Benjamin Hamrick 

Benjamin Hamrick married Sarah Fulk<-. \\"hen th~· 
Ci,·il \Yar hcgan he joined the Conieclcratl' Trn9p,; anti 
clil·d during the period of the war. 

George Hamrick 

George Hamrick married Caroline ).lcCuy. He 1lit•1! 
while in the sen-ice of the Confcc\cratc .-\rmy during th<· 
Ch-il War. 

Mary Hamrick 

).[ary (Polly) Hamrick. married \\"a:;hington Pierson. 

Nancy Hamrick 

Xancy Hamrick married Henry Barnett. 

Jane Hamrick 

Jane Hamrick married Arthur Dodrill, son of John 
and ).largaret Lewis Dodrill, of Xicholas County. Tlw_y 
resided in \Yebster County. 
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Mariah Hamrick 

:\lariah Hamrick. married Franklin Duclrill. sun of Jl)hn 
and :\[argaret Lewi~ Dodrill, of Xid1ola~ Couuty. Tlwy 
re,-i<lc<l in Xichola::, County. 

Rachael Hamrick 

lfadrnel Ha·mrkk married Randolph Brown. 

Susan- Hamrick 

Su:-an Hamrick married llurton Pierson. One ,laugh­
ter, :\!rs. Isabel Gi\-en. re~icle:- in Sutton. \\·l'st \·irginia. 

Martha Hamrick 

:\lartha Hamrick married Jonathan Dnffiel,I. 

Luc:jnda Hamrick 

Lucin,la Hamrick marriecl Jasper Picr::-011. She <lie,1 
in 19.J6, and was the la:-t :-un·i\"or of the children of Peter 
Hamrick. 

Henry Hamrick 

l·h-nry Hamrkk. married Sarah J. Duffielcl. 



ENOCH HAMRICK 

Enoch Hamrick, oldest son of Benjamin and :Xancy 
l\Icl\Iillian Hamrick, settled at Twin Churches. 1luddelty, 
J\icholas County. He first married a :\Iiss lldlillian, 
and to this union six children were born-Joel, Absolom, 
Nancy, Elizabeth, l\Jary and llalinda. After the death 
of his first wife, he married :Mary Sisk. The children by 
this marriage were-\\"illiam. Jane, Katherine an,1 Eliza. 

Enoch Hamrick died at the home of his daughter. l\Ia­
linda Hamrick Rose, on Steer Creek. Braxton Count)·, 
and is buried in that Yicinity. Such information a:- i~ 
a,·ailable, relating to his family. is set forth as follows: 

Joel Hamrick 

Joel Hamrick, married Elizabeth Gillespie. first. am\ 
after her death he married Phena Brrry. He was the 
father of four children-Jonathan, \\"illiam, Julia. anc\ 
James. 

Absolom Hamrick 

Absolom Hamrick died in young manhood. 

Nancy Hamrick 

Nancy Hamrick died at the age of twenty-two year,-, 
unmarried. 

Elizabeth Hamrick 

Elizabeth Hamrick, married a Mr. Taylor and resided 
in Upshur County. She had no children. 

Mary Hamrick 

l\Iary Hamrick, married John Dobbins, and resided in 
Jackson County. 
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Malinda Hamrick 

l\Ialinda Hamrick, married William Rose and resided 
on Steer Creek in Braxton County. She was the mother 
of six children-Wesley, Riley, Julia, Ring, Jane and 
Ashbury. 

William Hamrick 

William Hamrick died at the age of eight years. 

Jane Hamrick 

Jane Hamrick married William Perkins. She was the 
mother of two sons, Renix and Francis. 

Katherine Hamrick 

Katherine Hamrick, married Thomas Skidmore and 
resided in Dra~ton County. She was the mother of nine 
children-Eliza, Isaac, Levisa, \Villiam, Morgan, Frank­
lin, :Margaret, and Marcellus. \Villiam, Franklin and 
:\Iarccllus were teachers. 

Eliza Hamrick 

Eliza Hamrick, married :Meletus Barnett. She had 
one child who died in infancy. 



SARAH HAMRICK 

Sarah Hamrick. daughter of Benjamin and Xancy :\k­
:\Iillian Hamrick. was married to ".illiam :\Iontgonwry, 
in Xicholas County about the year 1824. She was the 
mother of one son, Seth Franklin :\lontgomcry. In 183i. 
\\.illiam :\Jontgomery left Xicholas County. and went 
to the state of Illinois. Her son, Seth Franklin. then took 
his mother's name, and wa:- thereafter knuwn as Seth 
Franklin Hamrick. Sarah Hamrick died in 1~63. 

Seth Franklin Hamrick 

Seth Franklin Hamrick. was born February 15, 1826. 
in Xicholas County, Virginia, now Braxton _County, 
,Yest Virginia. January 29, 1846, he married Jane Young, 
daughter of John and Susanna ,Yalker Young. John 
Young was a soldier in the war of 1812, ha\"ing served in 
the states and Canada. His son. Rubert J. Young. :-ernrl 
in the Ci\'il "~ar as one of the state guards. In 1846, 
Seth Franklin Hamrick located on a farm on Steer Creek, 
Braxton County, near the post office, Shock. \\·est \"ir­
ginia. He was a noted hunter and a succes:-:ful farmer. 
He is known to have killed five deer- in one clay. He also 
engaged in lumbering and stock raising. He operated a 
threshing machine in Braxton and Gilmer counties for 
many years. During the Ci\"il ,Yar he ser\"t'cl as one of 
the State Guards. 

Seth Franklin Hamrick and Jane Young Hamrick, 
were the parents of the following children-Sarah Caro­
line, born No\"ember 15, 1846: Susanna ,Yalker, born 
May 11, 1848; ,Yilliam Morgan, born l\larch 23. 1850; 
James Martin, born January 1. 1852: John Franklin, horn 
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December 21, 1853; Xancy Jane, born December 12, 1855: 
Rebecca Ann, born :\larch 12, 1858: Seth llark, bcrn 
September 23, 1860: lfary Susan. born December 9, 1862; 
Henry lkClellan. born July 18, 1865; and Ruama Sabine, 
born June 12, 1868. Susanna died in the month of Octo­
ber, 1850.1 

1 Xote: See Early Virginians, by H. H. Hardesty. 



Some Descendants of the Hamrick Family 

An interesting chapter could be written about the 
present generation of the Hamrick Family. ::\Iany are 
engaged in professional and scientific work. The family, 
although for many years past having resided in \"irginia 
and \.Vest Virginia, has now scattered to all parts of the 
United States, and it would be impossible to gi\-e a com­
plete list of the names of those prominent in the Arts and 
Professions. Howe\"er, a few are gh·en here, for the 
principal purpose of preser\"ing the names in this record. 

J. Bernard Dodrill, son of Martin and :\Iary Baughman 
Dodrill, and grandson of James \Valton, and Rebecca 
Hamrick Dodrill of Nicholas County, is a successful 
physician in \Vebster County. He married ::\label Here­
ford of Greenbrier County, and has two daughters, Ger­
aldine and Bernardine. Samuel S. Dodrill, hrother uf J. 
llernard Dodrill, is a prominent dentist in northern \\"est 
\"irginia. He married Estella G~rdener of \\"ch:-:tcr Coun­
ty, and has three sons: Bernard, Gordon, and Carlin. 

Forest Dodrill, son of John and Rebecca Hamrick Dod­
rill, and grandson of James l\I. Hamrick, is a prominent 
surgeon in Detroit, Michigan. 

Ballard S. Hamrick, son of Benjamin Franklin ancl 
:Martha Jane Hamrick, is a minister in the :\lethodist 
Episcopal Conference, having served in that work for the 
past thirty-five years. He married Mary Gregory and has 
five children-Clifford, Darsie, Carl, Esta and Theresa. 
One son, Clifford Hamrick, is a surgeon in the United 
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State!'l Xa\·y, assigned to duty on the high :-eas, ·with head­
quarters at San Diego, California. 

Kenneth Hamrick, son of Henry and Portia Beatty 
Hamrick, and grandson of John and Jane Gregory Ham­
rick, is one of the leading physicians of Pocahontas 
County. He resides at l\Iarlington. 

John R. Dyer, son of Cyrus X., and Sarah Ann Dodrill 
Dyer, and grandson of James \\"'alton. and Rebecca Ham­
rick Dodrill, is a prominent lawyer in \\"ebster Springs, 
\Vebster County. He served two terms as Circuit Clerk 
of \Vebster County. Luther L. Dyer, brother of John R., 
is also a lawyer in \Vebster County. Newman H. Dyer, 
another brother, is a physician in licDowell County, 
\\"est Virginia. One sister, Flossie H. Dyer, is assistant 
to the State Tax Commissioner of \Vest Virginia. 

Ralph Hamrick, son of Roy and Berdie Hite Hamrick, 
was educated in the public schools and the high school 
of \\"cbster County, and Columbia University. He is em­
ployed in one of the large banking firms of New Yark 
City. 

R. Moore Dodrill, son of Samuel G .. and Francena 
Hamrick Dodrill, is a prominent educator in \Vest Vir­
ginia. He was the first principal of the high school at 
\\"chster Springs in \\"'ebster County. He served as State 
Secretary of Education from 1928 to 19.32. At the present 
time he is engaged in school work in :\IcDowell County. 

Hayward Hamrick, son of Charles Elliott, and fry 
Bender Hamrick, is a physician, associated with the 
Jefferson Hospital, in the city of Philadelphia. His only 
brother, Dr. Randall Hamrick, is a member of the faculty 
of \Vesleyan College. His sister, Ruth Elizabeth, is a 
teacher in the Buckhannan High School. 
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Martin E. Hamrick, son oi \·inn·nt and :\largaret Dod­
rill Hamrick. is an educator, ha,·ing graduated from \Ye::t 
Virginia \\"csleyan College. \\"est \·irginia Cninrsity. 
and the l"ni,·ersity of Pitt:::hurgh. He is a member of the 
faculty of Frostburg College . .Frostburg, :\Iaryland. He 
married Ha1.el \\"eaver, ancl has une sun. George \'incent. 
Robert Hampton Hamrick, brother of :\lartin E., served 
one term as Assessor of \\"ebster County. Clyde Hamrick, 
only son of Robert Hampton Hamrick. is a teacher in the 
\\"ebster Spring::: High School. 

Newton Francis Sycafoose, :::on of .-\cl<lison and Jane 
Hamrick Sycafoosc, is a lawyer of \\"cbst(•r County. He 
sen·ccl one term as member of the State Board of Regents 
of \\"est \·irginia, and represented \\"ebster County in 
the \\"est \"irginia State Legislature, in 1928 ancl 1929. 
He marriccl Eh·a Stalna,ker of Braxton County. 

Roy B. Cartright, son of James\\"., and '..\largaret Skid­
more Cartright, and grandson of Thomas and Katherine 
Hamrick Skidmore, is an educator, and at the pre:.cnt 
time is principal of tlw Gas:-:away High Scholll in Brax­
ton County. 

Leonard Riggleman, :;on of Creed and Harriett Ham­
rick Riggleman, is a minister. and at the pn·sent timc i:-: 
serving as President of :\!orris Harwy College. Bar­
boursville, \\'est Virginia. 

Rufus M. Dodrill, son of Bennett ancl Harril-tt Greg.-iry 
Dodrill. and grand::on of \\"illiam and :Mary Hamrick 
Dodrill, is a minister in the Baptist Conference. He is 
engaged in that work in the City of Indianapoli:::. Indiana. 

Charles T. Dodrill, son of Benjamin Franklin, an<! 
Jerusha McElwain Dodrill, and grandson of Arthur mul 
Jane Hamrick Dodrill, is a lawyer of Huntington, \\"e::.t 
Vi,·ginia. He was formerly a teacher. having spent six 
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years teaching in the Philippine Islands. He married 
Blanche Henderson oi Xicholas County, ancl has two 
children-Charles Franklin. and Beatrice Rose. Everett 
Dodrill, brother of Charles, is also a lawyer located in 
~ew York City. He married Carrie Hunker o{ 1Iorgan­
town, \\"est Virginia. 

Frec;lrick Hamrick, son of James Lee. and Harriett 
l'aync Hamrick, was educated in the public schools and 
thl' high school of \Yebster County. He attended the 
Statl' Xurmal School,; and qualified as :1 teacher, later 
l'llgaging in that profession. At the present time he is a 
sm·cl's::ful hanker in the city of Akron. Ohio. 

William Olan Davis, son of Thomas Joseph, and Eliza­
bl'th Dodrill Da\'is. and grandson of James \\"alton, and 
Rebecca Hamrick Dodrill, is a prominent a\'iator. He 
married Lillian. Rouse, and resides in Huntington, \\"est 
Virginia. 

Charles E. Hamrick, son of Ellis R.. and Georgianna 
Ambler Hamrick. was born September· 12, 1912, at Blue 
Creek, "" est Virginia. He graduated from Gallia Acad­
emy High School in 1933. and Ohio State C"ni\·ersity in 
19Ji. \\"hile at Ohio State t:nfrersity he engaged in ath­
letic:; and playl'<l on the ioutball team when Ohio State 
met the principal uni\"ersities of the C"nited States in 
19.l-l-. 1935. and 19.i6. On January first. 193i, he played uu 
tlu· Ea:-tern Team. in th~ East-\\"cst Game in Keyser Sta-
1lin111. San Franci:-co. California. sponsored by the shrin­
l'r:-:. Hl' playecl in the .-\.II-Star ljame. at Soldier's Fielcl. 
Ch iL·ag-11, lllinoi!', Sl'ptemher 1, 193i. spon,;orecl hy the 
Chicago Tribune. Un Septl'mher (>. 1937, he engaged in 
tla• .-\.II-Star Game, at Cutton Bo\\'l Stadium, Dallas, 
'fl-xa:-:, spon:-:ore<I hy the Texa:s: Cl·ntennial. He was 
11:111ll'd .-\.11-.-\.mL•ril-an in tlw year:- 19.3-1-. 1935 and 1936. 
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W. Holt Wooddell, ~un uf \\"illiam L.. ancl ~larg-aritc 
::\Iiller \Yoode.11, and great grandson of George \\". K., 
and Sarah Hamrick ::\Iiller, is a graduate of the \Vebster 
Springs High School, and \Ye~t \"irginia 'C'nh-ersity. He 
is a lawyer and at the present time is ser\'ing a~ ..\:-si:-tant 
Attorney General of \\"est \"irginia. 



Hamrick-Gregory Reunions 

The reunion of the Hamrick family and the Gregory 
family, is held at the Moore Hamrick Farm on Point 
:!\fountain, fifteen miles above \Vebster Springs, in \Veb­
ster County. These two families have joined together 
annually since the first meeting in August, 1928. At that 
time the organization was effected by a committee of 
men who decided the time and place of meeting and 
ga,·e notice of :-uch through the county ne\\·spapers. 

The place of meeting was in the large chestnut grove, 
on the Farm of .lloore Hamrick, the gathering being in 
the nature of a picnic outing, l\Ir. Hamrick having opened 
his premises and invited the t\\·o families to spend the 
day in such manner as they wished. \ Vhile there were 
not more than- one hundred persons present, all appre­
ciated the need of such a meeting, and indicated their 
appro,·al of ha,·ing similar meetings in the future. The 
following year the same committeemen, announced the 
meeting and planned the programme. 

The program consisted of music by local talent, and 
:-peaking. lluch of the time during the day, however, 
was spent in exchanging greetings, and in friendly con­
Yersation. Lunch was provided by each family bringing 
a basket, or picnic lunch, which was served by the ladies 
of the group. 

People came to the first meeting from Webster, Nicho­
las, Randolph and Pocahontas counties. The popularity 
of the event increased annually, and at the ninth anni­
,·ersary in 1937, at least half of the states were repre­
sented, and several families drove from the city of Wash­
ington to be present for the day. It was estimated that 
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between four and fiye thousand persons assembled 011 the 
grounds of the :\loore Hamrick Farm for the clay. 

These meetings ha,·e always been held in the groYe. 
Fortunately, eYery day designated as the time uf meeting 
during the ten years of the organi;,;ation has heen fair, and 
the complete program has been carried out. The beauti­
ful chestnut trees under which the people :-tood and en­
joyed the program at the first meeting. han died from 
blight, but the large gro\'C of maple sugar trees on tlw 
same farm furnish comfortable protection from the sun. 
Temporary seats are placed hy the committt>e just prior 
tu the time of meeting and a speaker's platform is erected. 
The past three years a modern sound system has bet>n 
used, and has aided greatly in the success of the meetings. 

The growth of the organi;,;atiun has been <lue largely 
to the efforts of the Committee. \\"alter S. Hamrick has 
sen·ed throughout the nine years having bel'n clecte<I 
chairman in 1935. The member:- of the fir:-t committee 
were ,valter S. Hamrick, ~Ioore Hamrick, Sampson B. 
Hamrick, Fleming S. Hamrick. A. D. Hamrick. Albert 
llcAtee, and Jacob Hogan .. Other memhers electe<I to 
the committee, between 1928 and 1935. were: Talbott 
Hamrick, :\Iiss Portia Hamrick, .-\!Ya L. Gn·gory. am! 
Sherman Gregory. The speaker:- appearing- on the pro­
gram during the meetings from 1928, to 19.~6. were: 
Attorney Luther L, Dyer. Attorney \\". L. \\"oocldell. 
Judge H. G. Kump. Judge Jake Fisher. Attorney )layme 
Hamrick. Reverend A. F. Gregory, Squire \\"alter S. 
Hamrick, Henry ,\". Dodrill, Attorney John R. Dyer, 
Dr. !\fartin E. Hamrick and Hun. John \\"uh-erton. The 
committeemen for the year 19.~6 were: \\". S. Hamrick. 
Chairman. Elihu Ha1~1rick. of Linwood. Stoffer Hamrick. 
Sherman Gregory, and Jacoh Hogan. The :i;pcakers for 
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the same year "·ere: Reverend A. F. Gregory. Prof. R. 
:\Jome Dodrill, Attorney Blaine Hamrick, Dr. Kenneth 
J. Hamrick, and Judge Jake Fiither. 

The committeemen for 1937 ,vere: \\·alter S. Hamrick, 
Chairman, Jacob Hogan, Treasurer, Ernest Conrad, Elli­
ott Hamrick, T. S. Gregory, and Albert :\IcAtee. 

The speakers for the year 1937 were: ReY. A. F. Greg­
ory, Eli C. (Rimfire) Hamrick. and Rev. Rufus ).f. Dodrill. 

Stoffer Hamrick of Pocahontas County. was elected 
chairman of the committee for the year 1938. and the 
following were elected members of the committee: \Val­
ter S. Hamrick, Jacob Hogan, Ernest Conrad, Elliott 
Hamrick. T. S. Gregory and Albert :\IcAtee. 

The tenth annual meeting of these two families will 
be held on August 28, 1938, and a large number of people 
from different parts of the state are expected to be pres­
ent. Honorable Jennings Randolph, :!\!ember • of Con­
gress from the Second District of \Vest Virginia, has 
been ill\·ited to be present. He will deliver the principal 
address during the morning. 



The Dodrill Family 

William E. Dodrill (Doddridge), known as "English 
Bill," settled near Boggs, in what is now \Vebster Coun­
ty, in 1799. He was an excellent tailor by trade using the 
skins and furs from the wild animals to make handsome 
clothing. These garments were sewed with silk thread 
and lined with bright colored silk lining. \\"hen finished 
they were sent East and sold to the colonists. Some were 
worn by men and women on occasions of State and could 
he obtained only by those of wealth. 

\Villiam E. Dodrill married Rebecca Lewis Dougherty 
of Greenbrier County in 178-1-. He had four sons and 
four daughters. His descendants became prominent men 
and women in the history and development of \Vebster, 
:Xicholas and Braxton counties. 

The sons are-James, John, George, and \\"illiam Jr. 
The last named died at the age of twenty-one, unmarried. 

The daughters are-liartha, Xancy, :\Iary and Rebecca. 

James Dodrill 

James Dodrill, married Elizabeth Gregory, daughter 
of Colonel Isaac and Sarah Gi\'en Gregory, and resided. 
two miles below Leatherwood Creek, on Elk Ri,·er in 
\Vebster County. He was a farmer by occupation. He 
had six sons and fi\'e daughters-George. \\"illiam, Jo­
seph, Isaac, Robert, Charles, Fidiliah. Rehecca, Sarah, 
Yirginia and Isabel. 
George, married Levicy Gh·en, daughter of \\"illiam and 

Elizabeth Gi\'en, and resided one mile below Leather­
wood Creek, on Elk_ River. His children are-Samuel 

110 



THE DODRILL F.UIILY Ill 

G., Henry, Sampson, Margaret, Jane, Rebecca, Delilah, 
Emeline, and Nancy. The last named died in infancy. 

William, married Levicy 1Iiller. The children by this 
marriage were Hulda and Serena. He later married 
l\Iary Hamrick, daughter of \Villiam and Jeanette 
Gregory Hamrick. He resided on a farm opposite the 
town of Barton in \\'ebster County. His children by 
this marriage were-Jane. Elizabeth, Bennett, and 
Xancy. 

Isaac, married 1Iaria Conrad. He had 110 children. 
Robert, married Jane Hamrick, daughter of Benjamin 

and Kancy Gregory Hamrick, and resided on the Ben­
jamin Hamrick Farm. He was a distiller of apple 
brandy. He had no children. 

Joseph, married Anna Hamrick, and resided 011 Gauley 
)lountain. His children were-Thomas. Homer, Day­
ton, Lawrence, Sarah and Hester. 

Charles, married lfargaret Gh·en. He resided on Point 
)fountain. He was well known throughout the county 
having participated in public celebrations and civic 
affairs. He led the mo,·ement to maintain temperance 
in \Vebster County for many years. His children were 
-Isaac, Luther, \Valter, James, Angeline, Virginia, 
Elizabeth, and Samuel. 

Rebecca, married James M. Hamrick, son of Benjamin 
and Nancy Gregory Hamrick. (See descendants of 
Benjamin Hamrick). 

Fidiliah, married David Hamrick, son of David and Eliz­
abeth :Miller Hamrick. They resided on Elk River 
near the Bernardstown community. The children of 
this union were--Henry, Joseph, Naomi, Rena, and 
::\Ieldna. 
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Sarah, married Joel Dobbins of Calhoun County. The 
names of her children are not a,·ailable at this tillll'. 

Virginia, married David \Veese. 
Isabel, married liatthew Gh·ens. 

John Dodrill 

John Dodrill, married liargaret Lewis of Greenbrier 
County. He resided all of his life at the muuth of Popular 
Run, a tributary of Birch Rfrer, in Xicholas County. 
He was the father of the following children: \\"illiam. 
James \Valton, B. Franklin, lfartin. Arthur, Addison, 
Dianah, Rebecca, and :\Iargarette Ann. 
William, married Sarah Hamrick. claughtl'r uf \\"illiam 

and Jeanette Gregory Hamrick. (_See desl·endant~ of 
William Hamrick). 

James Walton, married Rebecca Hamrick. daughter of 
\Villiam and Jeanette Gregory Hamrick. (See de­
scendants of \\"illiam Hamrick). 

Martin, married Isabel Hamrick, daughter of \Villiam 
and Jeanette Gregory Hamrick. (See descendants oi 
William Hamrick). 

Addison, married Elmira Gregory, daughter of \\
0

illiam 
and Rebecca Sands Gregory. He lived in \\"ebstcr 
County. 

Benjamin Franklin, married :\Iariah Hamrick, daughter 
of Peter and Rebecca :\Iollohan Hamrick. of Braxton 
County. His children were--Rebecca Jane, John J., 
James P., Ballard, Samuel, and Addie. 

Arthur, married Jane Hamrick, daughter of Peter and 
Rebecca Mollohan Hamrick, of Braxton County. His 
children are--B. Franklin, John H., Cornelius, Ruie. 
Martha and Emma. 
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Dianah, married Jacob Cutlip, and Jh·ed m Braxton 
County. 

Rebecca, married \\"illiam :McCoy, and resided in Nicho­
las County. 

Margarette Ann. married l\Iorgan Baughman, and re­
sided on Birch Rh·er. 

GEORGE DODRILL 

(.jeorge Dodrill, 1110,·ed west and located in Pickaway 
County, Ohio. His descendants Jin in that section of 
Ohio. -

MARTHA DODRILL 

)lartha Dodrill, married James )Iollohan of Braxton 
County. One of her :-:ons was a prominent minister of 
Braxton and \\'el~:-:ter counties cluring the Cid! \Var 
period. His name· \\·as Charles. \\"esley :\Iolloban, a 
son of Charles, was known as one of the most successful 
lawyers of \Yest Virginia. 

MARY DODRILL 

)Iary Dodrill, married George )Iollohan. She resided 
in Braxton County. The writer is unable to gh-e the 
names of her descendants. 

NANCY DODRILL 

Xancy Dodrill, married Joshua Ste,·enson. The writer 
is unable to gh·e the names of her descendants. 

Rebecca Dodrill 

Rebecca Dodrill, married Adam Gregory, son of 
Colonel Isaac. and Sarah Gh-en Gregory, and Ii,·e,I in 
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the vicinity of Mill Run, at what is now the town of 
Barton, \Vest Virginia. She was the mother of the fol­
lowing children-Nancy, Jane, Currence, :\Iattie, l\lary 
and Sarah. 

Nancy, married Peter Hamrick. 

Jane, married John Hamrick. 
Currence, married Harriett Payne. He lived at the home 

place where his father li,·ed. near the present location 
of the town of Barton, in \Yebster County. His fam­
ily, thirteen sons and one daughter, is one of the largest 
in \Vebster County. A. Hinkle, David, Peter, \Villi:un, 
Theodore, Benjamin, Shepard. John. George-, ls:u11·. 
Alfred, Jesse, Isaiah and Nancy. 

Mattie, married David Baughman. 
Mary, married John R. Cogar .. 
Sarah, married Samuel lliller. 



The Gregory Family 

The Gregory Family of \\' ebster County was founded 
by Colonel Isaac Gregory. "·ho came to the county from 
Bath County. Virginia, about the year 1800. It is one of 
the largest families of the county. 

Col, Gregory married Sarah Gh-en, in Bath County 
and hr1)ught her with him to the new home he built o,·er­
looking the Gauley Ri\"er. near Bea\"er Run. 

The home. a large hewccl-log house had a cellar under 
it walled with cut stone. The nails used in erecting the 
huililing were ma1le in a blacksmith shop in Bath County. 
\·irginia. ai11! carried through the wilderness on horse­
hack. The first meeting- of Free ::\Jasons in Central \\"est 
\'irginia took place in thi,- new home of Colonel Isaac 
l;reg-ury on Gauley )lountain. Col. Gregory· became 
rli:,;,:ati,;fied with the location on Gaule:y ::\[ountain. and . 
about the year 181:?. moved to the Elk \·alley. in what 
i,-. now \\"ebstcr County. and built a new home in the 
\"kinity of :\fill Run. fi\"e miles abo,·e \\"ebster Springs. 
then caller! Fork Lick. 

Col. Gregory was a noted hunter. He killed the last 
1,uffalo known to ha,·e heen killed in \\"ebster County. 
ju,.;t hd,Jre the war of 1812. Thi;. buffalo wa.s killed on 
till· mountain l,etwccn Elk ancl Back Fork ri,·er:-, and 
the place h:i:e: since been called Buffalo Bull Knob. He 
al,:11 engaged in farming. 

In l~U. Col. (;regury wa:-: elected Ju:-:ticc oi the Peace 
11i Ranil11lph <.'11unty. In 181-i-. he raised a company of 
,uhlit'r,.; mu! went t11 Xoriolk t1l fi~ht the Rriti!-h. He 
rli~·rl in l~S.!. a nil i:- l,uril•1l in till' l ;regory Ct·mekry 111•ar 
Iii~ 1'i1111n·r h11111t· in tht' Elk \'.tllt·y ,,i \\"t•h,-tt·r C'11t111ty. 
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He was the father of nine childrt'n. four ,-011,,; and fiye 
daughters-\\"illiam. Robert. Joseph .. .\clam. :\lary, Isa­
bel. Xancy, Elizabeth, and Jeanette. 

William Gregory 

\\"illiam Gregory was born in 180-+. He married Re­
bt"cca Sands and li,·ed at the mouth of Leatherwood 

William Gregory, the Cla11leader 
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Creek in \\"ehster County. He \\·as the classleacler of 
the first :\I ethuclist Church organization in the county. 
He conducted funeral scn·ict's, ancl frequently performed 
the ceremony of marriage. It was in the home of \Vil­
liam Gregory. that the election was held in 1863, during 
the Civil War Period. 

He died in 18i2, and is buried in :\Ieadowland Ceme­
tery, at Bergoo, \Vc;st \"irginia. His children were­
Xancy, Margaret, Jane, Adam. Elmira. Sarah, :.\[ary, 
and Le,·icy. 

Joseph Gregory 

Joseph Gregory, married :.\Cary l[iller. His children 
were-Isaac. James, Jackson. Curtis, Asa, Perry. E,·a, 
l\Iclcina, Sarah, ljannah, and Delilah. 

Robert Gregory 

Robert Gregory, married Elizabeth Nottingham. He 
hacl one daughter, l\Iargaret. 

Adam Gregory 

Adam Gregory, married Rebecca Dodrill, daughter of 
\Villiam Dodrill, the pioneer, and his wife Rebecca 
Dougherty Dodrill. He resided near the home of his 
father, where the town of Barton is now located. His 
children by this marriage \\·ere-Xancy. Jane, Currence, 
l\Iattie, liary, and Sarah. After the death of Rebecca 
Dodrill Gregory, Adam Gregory married :\Iaggie Cogar. 
The children of this union were four sons and fi\'c daugh­
ters-Harriett, Harmon. lfargaret, Thomas. \Yilliam. 
Rebecca, Lucinda, Xoodie, and Isaac. 
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Nancy Gregory 
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Nancy Gregory, married Benjamin Hamrick. (See 
Benjamin Hamrick, son of Benjamin and Nancy lic­
:\Iillian Hamrick). 

Jeanette Gregory 

Jeanette Gregory, married \Villiam Hamrick, the noted 
hunter. (See \Villiam Hamrick, son of Benjamin and 
N'ancy lkMillian Hamrick). 

Mary Gregory 

:\Iary Gregory. marriecl George Lynch am! resided in 
the Little K~nawha Valley. She was the proud mother 
of tweh-e sons. who settled in Gilmer, Harrison and ad­
joining counties. The writer is unable to gin~ thei-r 
names. 

Isabel Gregory 

lsabel Gregory. married John Lynch an<! rcsiclecl he­
lo\\· \\"ehster Springs in the Elk \'alley. 

Elizabeth Gregory 

Elizabeth Gregory. married James Dodrill, son of 
\\"illiam ancl Rebl·C"ca Dougherty Dodrill. and rcsicll·<I 
in \\"ehster County three miles below Lcatherwoocl 
Creek .. \ cumplete sketch uf this family is gin:n in con­
nection with the Doclrill Family. 



The Griffin Family 

"The Griffin Family is of \\"elch clei-cent an<i ha:: al­
ways been considered a hardy, industrious. and honor­
able family. some of them lh·ing to a remarkable old age, 
and were especially noted for a tenacious memory which 
they possessed, and which many of them retained until 
extreme old age. Some of the members c,f this family 
took consiclerable interest in education, ancl public af­
fairs of the country, many of them were tt·acher;.. ancl 
some of them office holders. 

"Benoni Griffin. the grandson of Benoni Griffin. who 
was the first to come to America, and the son of Jonathan 
Griffin, taught the first school in the Elk Yalley in the 
present limits of \Yebster County, on Elk Rinr near 
Lynch Point. He represented \\'ebster County in the 
Lower House of the State Legislature for two terms in 
1863. and 186-1-, being the First and Seconcl Legislatun·s 
of the new State of \\'est Virginia. He was a man of 
strong com·ictions ancl was firm and loyal to what he be­
lie,·ecl to be right. He opposed the doctrine c,f ::ece:-:-ion, 
and in 1861, when the election was being hdcl at \Yain­
ville, \\'ebster County, on the question of ~ece;.:;ion. :\Ir. 
Griffin made a speech to the voters again::.t srcession. 
Isaac Griffin, the son of Benoni Griffin, was ali-n a teach­
er in \Yehster County for a number of years. He took the 
census of the county in 1870, and was electerl to the 
Lower House of the State Legislature in 18il, represent­
ing at that time both \Vebster and Pocahontas counties, 
which composed one delegate district. Jonathan Griffin. 
a brother of Benoni Griffin, mentioned abo,·e was also 
one of the pioneer school teachers of \\. ebster County. 
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·· Bl·111111i (jriffin, the fir:-t to =-ettle in America, came 
irum \\"all•:,; aiul scttlerl in the Stall' of Connecticut. He 
m:irricrl a :\liss Seely of that State. To this union were 
horn iour l·hilrlren, .-\hraham, Samul:'!. )[ary and Jona-. 
limn. Tht• 11111thl'r clierl ii1 Cunnecticut. and the father 
n111,·l·rl with hi:- d1ildrl'n tu the state of Virginia, and later 
mun·rl tu l',,c:ihnnla:- County, \Vest Virginia. Abraham 
1110,·ecl to ( >hin: Smnul'I 1110,·erl to the State of lncliana; 
)lary marril·rl Hugh Brown. and :-cttlerl at ~[arictta. 
Ohio. anrl little i:.: known of the de:-cendants of the first 
thi:cc chilrlren menti11m•rl ahon·. hut Jonathan Griffin has 
111:my de:-el·n<lant:.: in \\"cbster County and in other sec­
tion:< which will appear from the following: 

JONATHAN GRIFFIN AND HIS DESCENDANTS 

"Jonathan Griffin wa=- horn in 17iu. died in lR57 at tlu•· 
:1ge of eight}·-one year:,;. He married Rachael Sharp of 
Pon1ho11tas County, about the year 1806. He harl se\·en 
children, named as followi:;: Abraham, )[argaret, \\"il­
li:1111. llenoni. Rachael, Jonathan and Samuel. 

·'.-\lm1ham lh·cd in Pocahnntas County. and married 
Xancy \\"augh oi Pocahontns County, to which marriage 
were born se,·en chilrlren which were gh·en the iollowing 
names: James. who married Lucinda Flemmins of Poca­
hontas County, to which marri:1ge one child wa=- born 
cal_led William, but wa:- killer I by lightning: :\[alinda. 
who lh·ed in Pncahonta:- County but nen:'r married: 
Diann. who married Jacuh Bu7.7.ard nf Pocahontas Coun­
ty anrl to whom two children were born. a boy and a girl. 
Eli7.a, who married \\"illiam Pritt of Randolph County. 
They lh·ed in Pocahontas County, and nothing definite 
i=- known as to their chilrlren: :\Iathias. who was a sol-
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dier in the Confederate Army, and was killed during the 
Ci\"il \Var. Sarah died during the Ch·il War in 1861. and 
nothing definite is known as to the marriage oi :\(argaret. 

"Margaret, married Isaac Hamrick of \Yehster County. 
They lh·ed on Point :\fountain and reared the following 
children: Andrew, who died when young. Ellen who 
married Alfred R. Miller, who li\"ed and raised his fam­
ily on the Back Fork of Elk River in \\'ebster County. 
Jonathan, who married Rebecca Jane Hamrick, daughter 
of Peter Hamrick, who lh·ed on Point :\fountain where 
his father lh·ed until a few years ago "·hen he mo,·ed to 
Saint Petersburg, Florida. Levi, who married a :\Iiss 
Almarincla Cogar, a daughter of George Cogar. and who 
also raised his family and lived for a number of year$ near 
the home of his father. :\Iildred, "·ho married Rohert Lilly 
of Randolph County. Xathan, who married a (l$ahel) 
:\Iiss Harrah. 

"""illiam, married Elizabeth Roger$ and lh·ed in Puca­
hontas County for a number of years and later 1110,·e<I to 
Oklahoma. To this union were horn elen~n children as 
follows: Joseph, who died of te\"er and unmarried. in 
1861. James, who was a soldier in the Ch·il \\"ar an<I <lic-<l 
during the war. Levi, who abo died in the army <luring 
the Ch·il \Var. The remainder of the· children, Sanmel. 
Adam, Andrew, Sarah. Octavius. John. \\"illiam atHl 
Peter, nothing definite is known of them or their mar­
riages. 

"Benoni, married Nancy Hamrick. in Xicholas County 
about 1834, moved to Pocahontas and liwd there until 
1852. He later moved to \Yaitwille, \\"ebster County. and 
in 1862, moved to Salem, Harrison County. at which 
place he died and is buried. To this marriage were born 
twelve children nam~d- as follows: Jane H .. who died at 
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the age of twenty-four years, unmarried. \Villiam H., 
who died of fever at eighteen years of age unmarried. 
Isaac H., who married l\Iary S. Lynch of \Vebster County. 
After the death of his first wife, he later married Diana 
:\I. Galbert of Harrison County. Rachael C., died when 
two years of age. Charles R., died when eighteen years 
of age .. George C., who was a soldier killed in battle in 
1863, unmarried. Elizabeth R., died unmarried. Jona­
than S., also died unmarried. Newton J., married Jane 
Haskins. :\Iary E., died at the age of seventeen years, 
unmarried. ,-alinda S., married Susan Haskins. :\Iat­
thew \\7

., married a :\Iiss Elliott. 
'"Rachael. married Charles Ruckman. who was a teacher 

and minister, and liYecl in Pocahontas County. He later 
mo\"ed tu Ohio. and joined the East Ohio Conference. 
They had the following named children: Julia A .. a teach­
er. nenr married; Leonidas T. and :\Iorgan, a]:,;o Jona­
than, none of whom were married, the two last mentioned 
hadng died when young. 

"Jonathan. married :\largaret Rader of \\"ebster County 
in 1850. He and his wife spent most of their lh-es on the 
Racier Farm near L"pper Glades. \Vebster County, at 
which place both of them died and are buried. The fol­
lowing children were burn unto them: Xancy R., who 
married Lough Hickman; Laura, who married Cornelius 
Ruddle of Gilmer Cuunty. Sarah, who died when young. 

'"Samuel. was ne,·cr marriecl. He lh·ed to be quite old."'1 

I X ote: The abo\"e ~ketch is copied from a manu~cript now in 
the pos~ession of :'o.lrs. F. H. Scancs, Indiana Avenue, Adams­
ton, \\"e~t \"irginia. 
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,, 

Henry C. Moore who married Margaret Elliott Ham­
rick, youngest daughter of Benjamin Hamrick 
(See Biographical Sketch, Henry C. Moore) 



Henry C. Moore 

Henry C. Moore was born in Clinton, liaine, in 1817. 
In 1853, he married l\Iargaret Elliott Hamrick, youngest 
<laughter of Benjamin and Nancy Gregory Hamrick, of 
\Vebster County. He built bis home 011 Point Mountain 
and engaged· in teaching school. At the beginning of the 
Ch-ii \Var he joined the Union Army and became a pilot 
for General George B. McClellan in his \\'estern Virginia 
Campaign. In 1861, he was a delegate to the First \Vheel­
ing Convention where he represented \Vebster County 
in that capacity for one week. 

During the Civil \Yar Confederate Troops burned his 
home in \Yehster County. and in 1863, he went west to the 
State of Iowa. where he spent the greater portion of his 
later years experim~nting in aerial navigation. l\fr. 
)f uore was a man of great intelligence and forceful per­
sonality. His influence among the citizens of '\,Vebster 
County is remembered to this day. He was an excellent 
sun·eyor. In 1860, · he sun·eyed the lot for the Public 
Square in \Yebster Springs, and <lidded the town into 
lots at the same time. 

)Ir. )foore had fi,·e children, all born in \Vebster 
County. Frank. Ximrod, Julia, Xancy, and :\Iary. They 
,n-nt with him to the State of Iowa, and became citizens 
of that ancl other western states. ).[r. )Ioore died in 1910. 
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Indian Lore 

As the sun's rays are dying. 
And hushed the sweet bird songs. 
Night insects not yet gathered 
In humming noisy throngs: 

\Vhen oYer quiet roadways 
A crescent moon hangs low. 
Seeming to tip a fir tree, 
In ladder-reach to glow : 

An old redskin would tell you 
To hang a powder horn 
On the moon's bow of sih-er 
And dry months will be born. 

If the new moon tipped upward 
To hold the horn it meant 
That it would hold rain water. 
'Twas so the legend went. 

-Hamilton. 

126 



LEWIS WETZEL 

John \Vetzel. the father of Lewis \Vetzel, settled al 
the mouth of Wheeling Creek in \Vest Virginia, in 1772. 
Besides .Lewis, there were four sons and two daughters 
-:\Iartin, George, John, Jacob, Susan and Christianna. 
These men were hunters and Indian fighters, but Lewis 
was the most daring. He was born in 1764. 

At. the age of thirteen yea~s, Lewis, and his brotlll'r 
Jacob. age ele,·en. were taken prisoners by the Indians. 
The Indians took them to a camp the second night, and 
after retiring. the Indians fell asleep. Lewis whispered 
tu Jacob that they must go home. They started, and 
after tra,·eling a'.· distance Lewis thought of his ·mocca­
sin:-, and returned to the camp and got a pair .for each 
of them. They then started. but had gone only a short 
distance, when they discO\·ered they were being pursued 
by the Indians. They stepped aside in the bushes and 
let them pass. On the return of the Indians, they did the 
:-ame. They were then pursued by two Indians on horse­
back. whom they dodged in the same way. They reacher) 
\\"heeling the next clay after crossing the Ohio Rh·er in 
a rnft of their own making. 

Lewi:- \\"t'tzel i:- de:-crihed as being fhe feet ten inchl•:­
tall, hadng hroacl :-huulder:-, deep chest. long limhs. ancl 
walking cn·l·t. Hi:- eye:- arc clt':-cribecl a:- black. wild aml 
r11:Jing. Hi:- l'11111pll•xion <lark. Hi:- black hair long and 
heautiful fell ht'lnw hi:- knee:- \\'hen comhecl. The sm·­
ag<·:- longed tu :-l"l'llrc hi:- :-calp. He wa:- a man of few 
\\'nril,.: hut tirm cll'l·i,-ion. ln\'ing- hi:- fril·111b ancl hating 

12i 
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his enemies. He had few l'quab ancl no superior:-:. His 
courage, will and energy appeared nenr to he exhausted. 

An annual cu:-tom uf Lewis ,Yetzel was to takt: a hunt­
ing trip to the I nclian country each Autumn. \\"hill' un 
one of the hunt:-: he came upon an Indian camp where 
there were four Indians. At midnight he entered the 
camp with his rifle and tomahawk. As the warriors were 
sleeping he killed three of them before they could awake 
and arise. The fourth fled into the darkne:::s and escaped. 

During another hunting tour he entered a deserted 
cabin and climbed into the loft to sleep. In a short time 
six saYages entered. built a firt: and prepared their :mp­
per. Soon thereafter they all fell asleep. ,Yetzd climbed 
down and concealed himself outside hehind a log. Xext 
morning, as one of the sm·ages came c,ut. \\'etzd shot 
him dead, and then fled into the forest. 

At the age of twenty-fise years, while :::en·ing unch·r 
General Harmer at :\Iarietta, Ohio, ,Yetzel killed a 
friendly Indian Chief. He was arrested and confined to 
the fort. HaYing been gh·en the frl'eclom to walk about 
the fort, he escaped, made his way to the Ohio, swam the 
rh-er, without the use of his hands that were in heaYy 
iron hand cuffs. and Wl'nt to the cabin of a frh:-nd. He 
was afterward captured, but set free. 

Lewis ,Yetzel could anticipate the artifices of the In­
dians and wa:- skilled in the use of a rifle and tomahawk. 
During his life he had killed twcnty-:::even lnclian:-. anrl 
conquered as many as forty at one time, alone. He could 
load and shoot a rifle while running and seldom if eyer 
miss his mark. The Indian:- were heard to ::.ay. ·•,n1ite 
man's gun always loaded." He cliecl in 1808. 
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DEATH OF CORNSTALK 

J2() 

<. ·urns talk "·as the distinguished chief and warrior of 
the Shawnee Indians. He was born in Augusta County, 
Virginia, no\\· Greenbrier County, \Yest Virginia, abont 
thl· Yl'ar 17-HJ. Hi!'i name in the Shawnee language \\·as 
''Kl·ig-h-tugh-qna," hladl' or stalk of maize plant. 

He appear:- to han• first attracted prominence on Oc­
tober 10, 1759, when he !eel an attack against the Gilmore 
family un Carr's Creek in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 
This ·massacre is one of the most daring and cruel on 
record. He is next heard of dtiring Pontiac's conspiracy, 
in 1763. ,,·hen he kc! a large war party from the Sciotos' 
towns against the Virginia frontier, including llttddy 
Cn·l·k ancl Cll·mlcnniug farm, near Lewisburg, on the 
Le\"els of Greenbrier. In li64, he was sent to Fort Pitt 
in inltillment of the terms of the treaty, but later ef­
frcted his escape. 

Xothing more is heard of him until li74, when he be­
came famous as leader of the Indians at the battle of 
Point Pleasant. This battle was one of the largest and 
1110::t oh::tinately contcstecl :-truggles. that e\"er occurred 
on the ,,·estern frontier. lasting from sunrise to sunset. 
The line of battle was at times a mile long. The Indian 
Army comprised the best of the Ohio tribes. It is said 
that Cornstalk':- towering form could be seen gliding 
from point to point. relmking till· fearful. and reassuring 
the wnn:•ring. His cl<•ep mice could he distinctly heard 
abO\·e all the din uf battle as he urged his dusky crew to 
the conflict, and shouted, ''lie Strong!'' "Be Strong!'' He 
was a::.i::isted at the battle of Point Plea:-ant by hi::; :-on 
Ellinip:-ico. and other prominent chiefs. 



lJO THE H.-UIRICK AXD OTHER F.UIILIES 

Cornstalk is recognized as having had intelligence far 
above that of the aYerage Shawnee. He was graceful. 
attracth-e, and commanding in appearance. He had abil­
ity as an orator and expressed himself in a manner of 
grandeur and majesty. He is said to have counseled his 
associates to observe peace before Dunmore's ,var, and 
also after the treaty of Fort Charlotte. 

In the year li77, Cornstalk, and Red Hawk a Delaware 
Chief, came to the fort at Point Pleasant on a visit. The 
Fort was commanded at that time by Captain Arbuckle 
and Colonel Stewart. During their visit at the fort. El­
linipsico, a son of Cornstalk, came to the Ohio Ri\·er and 
was rowed across to visit his father. The following day, 
a man named Gilmore wa:,; killecl near the fort hy two 
Indians as he was returning from hunting. Immecliately, 
the men in charge of the fort became suspicious of El­
linipscio, and decided to kill all the Indians Yi:-iting in the 
fort. They approached the fort malldened with rage and 
carrying their loaded firelocks in their hands. Ellinipsico 
appeared frightened. but Cornstalk encouraged him by 
saying, "Don't be afraid my son, the Great Spirit sent you 
here to die with me. and we must submit to his will. It 
i:- all fur the best.'' Cornstalk rose. and with great dignity 
ach·anced tu meet them, rcceh·ing eight or nine halls in his 
body. and sank to instant death without a groan. 

A monument to Chief Cornstalk has been erected in 
the courthouse yard at Point Pleasant. 

ANN BAILEY 

Ann Bailey born in Liverpool. England. in li-1-2, came 
to America with her parents, two brothers and two sis­
ters. about the year 1761. They settled at Jamestown, 
Virginia. 
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Ann Bailey was noted for courage, endurance and vir­
tue. At the age of nineteen, she took an interest in fron­
tier life and started for the frontier alone. After many 
days tra,·el she reached Fort Union, Lewisburg, and be­
came a spy among the Indians. She possessed strong in­
tuition and knew when Indians were near. She could 
mingle among them without danger. Carrying a rifle 
and scalping knife, she rode a pony which she called 
"Liverpool," through the forest. Her only food consisted 
of wild game she killed and cooked oYer a campfire. 

She acted as scout and messenger for the settlers, and 
when ammunition was to· be transferred, she would 
tra,·el from Point Pleasant to ,villiamsburg, or Chilli­
cothe, without fear. On one occasion she was o,·ertaken 
hy a terrible snowstorm in the \"icinity of Sewell Moun­
tain. In order. to protect the ammunition from .becoming 
n·et, ::-he souglit refuge in n large hollow log after tying 
the bridle of the pony around her ankle. An· Indian ap..: 
peared and attempted to steal her pony at which time 
:,;ht· withclrcw from her :-helter and reprimanded the In­
dian for thie\"ing. Fearing that she might inYoke the 
anger of the Great Spirit upon him he fled. 

She married Richard Trotter, a soldier who was killed 
at the battle of Point Pleasant. \Vhen she heard of her 
husband':, death a strange \\·ild dream seemed to possess 
her. She donned male attire and ranged the wilderness, 
so long as the Indian wars lasted. 

She was round-shouldered, small of stature and fleet 
of foot. She was an accomplished huntress and could 
kill a deer off hand while it was running. She was fearless 
of man and beast. 

She lived to be one hundred fourteen years old and 
cliecl near Gallipoli,.:, Ohio. 
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MURDER OF WILLIAM WYATT 

\Yilliam \\'yatt was a superstitious pl'rson who be­
lie,·ed in dreams, witches and e\"il spirits. He \\·as, iww­
e,·er, an industrious farmer, having become a tt:11:rnt on 
the land of one John Jones at Clifton, near the mouth of 
Paint Creek, in \\'est \-irginia. He was about thirty 
years of age, his family consisting of a wife and one chilcl. 

One night in the year, 1780, he had a dream that he 
was lying in a fence corner 11car the hotts(•, ancl was hit­
ten by a rattlesnake and died from thl· l'ffrcts thcrcuf. 
Because of the dream he was afraid to gu tu the ficl1l a­
lone the following day, it being the season of corn gather­
ing. His wife Yolunteered to go with him, a111l taking her 
sewing !ihe sat on the fence keeping lookout ior Indians 
"·hile her husband pulled blades from the corn. Xoon time 
came and no unusual happenings. They went to the 
house, ate dinner, and returned to the field "·here :\Irs. 
\\'yatt resumed her sewing and he continued to pull 
blades from the corn. They had been at work only a frw 
minutes when they were fired upon by three Indians who 
had concealed themselYes behind a fodder stack close 
where ~Ir. \Vyatt was working. :\!rs. \Yyatt <.'scaped 
unharmed by fleeing to the house. The dead body of :\Ir. 
\Vyatt was found, his scalp haying beeti rcmO\·ed and 
carried off by sayages. 

MRS. SMITH MURDERED IN WEBSTER COUNTY 
Mrs. Smith lived in Pocahontas County near where the 

town of Edray is now located. She and a llrs. Drennan, 
and a little son, were captured by the Indians and were 
being taken through \Vebster County by a trail leading 
down the Elk River past the Fork Lick, now \Yebster 
Springs, to the Indian Camp in Ohio. 
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At :Miller's Bottom, fi\·e miles above \Vebster Springs, 
l\Irs. Smith becaml! weary and tired and was unable to 
keep up with the Indians. The Indians murdered her with 
the tomaha\\·k, scalped her and threw her body in the 
Elk Rh·er, and continued their ruthless journey. 

STROUD THE PIONEER 

Adam Stroud, of German descent, located on the 
Gauley Rh-er in lii2. He is believed to have been the 
first white settler in \Vebster County. The exact point 
on -the Gauley Rh·er where he first settled is not known, 
but it was near the town of Cowen. within what is known 
as the "Glades." 

In the summer of the year li85, :.\Ir. Stroud left his 
home to go to Bulltown to obtain a supply of salt. This 
rare and usef~tl commodity was manufacturec,l at that 
place by a tribe of friendly Delaware Indians. On his 
return to his home a few days later, he found his entire 
family consisting of hi5' wife and seven children mur­
dered, their bodies all lying in the yard, their scalps hav­
ing been taken off, an<i the cabin having been bumed to 
ashes. His cattle had been killed or drh.-en away. 

He traced the trail of the killers to the vicinity of Bull­
town. Then desolate ancl alone he made his way to a 
settlement on Hacker's Creek. in Harrison County. \Vil­
liam White, \\"illiam Hacker, Jesse Hughes and John 
Cutwright made their way to Bulltown ancl it was be­
lieved murdered Captain Bull, and all the Indians living 
there, and threw their bod it's in the Little Kanawha River; 
although when they returned they denied having seen r.11 

Indian in their absence. 
John Cutwright died in 1852, when he had reached the 

age of one-hundred and five years. On his death-bed, as 
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related by one historian, he told of the killing of Captain 
Bull and all of the Indians found in the village of Bull­
town. Their bodies were thrown into the river. 

The true facts as to the murderers of the Stroud fam­
ily will nenr be known. The real perpetrators are be­
lieved to have been a tribe of Shawnees passing through 
on their way to their settlements beyond the Ohio River. 

These Indians, Captain Bull and fixe families of his 
relations, had come to the Little Kanawha, and macle 
their home at Bulltown in Braxtun County, after their 
New York homes had been burned by the whites. Thc·y 
were friendly with the whites. It was here that salt "·as 
manufactured by these inoffensh·e Indians ancl suppliecl 
to the settlers in \\"ebster, Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer and 
Gpshur counties before the Civil \\"ar. 

"TACKETT'S PINE" 

Lewis Tackett was one of the early settlers in the 
Kanawha Valley. He settled at the mouth of Coal Rh·er, 
and constructed Tacketts Fort, a short distance helow 
the mouth of Coal Rinr, and founded a :-ettkment. 

Tackett was feared and dreaded by the Indians and 
always surrounded himself in the settlement by men of 
similar caliber. 

In 1787, he and two other men went down the Kanawha 
\-alley, hunting for game. They were only a short clis­
tance from the fort when they were fired upon by se,·en 
stalwart Indians. The two men fled and escaped, but 
Tackett was captured by the savages. 

The Indians immediately decided to take him to their 
Sci.,ta Towns in Ohio, and he knowing that su.:h meant 
certain death to him, resolved to escape at the first op­
portunity. The savages bound his hands with buckskin 
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thongs and took his rifle from him. They then started 
in the direction of the Ohio Ri,·er. After traveling a few 
miles, they ascended the hillside for a short distance, 
and on arrh·ing at the foot of a large pine, which stood 
on the point abo,·e Buffalo, \Vest Virginia, they tied him 
securely to the tree. He feared he would be burned alh·e, 
but _!':0011 learned that such was not their purpose. After 
hadng :;;trapped him securely to the tree the Indians 
started back toward the fort. He tried e\"ery possible 
means to free himself, hut in ,·ain. He tried to reach the 
thongs with his mouth but failed: he tried to break them 
but to no arnil. He ubsen·ed clouds rising and heard 
thunder. As lightning flashed about him he quietly re­
:-ignecl tu tht· iate that awaited him. appearing powerless. 
He thought uf prayer as the storm rolled nearer and the 
:-;talwart pin.e ::-wayecl to and fro and rain fell in torrents. 

Suddenly. he felt the cords that bound him loo:;;ening. 
He strin-d to liberate himself and succeeded. \\'ith the 
speed of a deer he hounded down the mountain side, 
swam the Great Kanawha Rfrer. and :-0tlll \\"as :;;afc in the 
fort. 

This place has since been kno\\"n as ··Tackett':- Pine." 

THE BOZART FAMILY 

John Bozart li,·ed in the Buckhannan settlement near 
Buckhannan. \\·est \'irginia. but within Randolph Coun­
ty. 

1 n li95. thc [ nclians macle a raid on the Buckhannon 
st•ttlt·mcnt ancl tllok capti,·e ~l rs. Bozart ancl two uf lwr 
children. aftt•r killing three or four of the smaller ones. 
At the time of the raid ~Ir. Huzart and two sons. George 
and John, were hauling grain to the barn near the house. 
lla\"ing heard scream:;; and shriek::- they hastl'ned to the 
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hnu:-:e to <letl'nnine the causl'. GC'orgl:' appruached th<' 
house fir:-t ancl cscapl·cl being shot by foiling- to the 
ground just as ht' saw an Indian raise the g-un and press 
thl· trigger. The Indians, beliedng Georg"l'. to hl· clcad 
pur:-:ut'd the father, "·ho escaped by running-. Gl'11rge, 
expecting to be scalpe<I, lay upon the ground anticipating 
the approach of an Indian at which timl' he pla111wd to 
catch him hy the legs and throw him to the ground. 

Xot heing notin·d by till' Indian, Gl·nrg-l· aruse ancl 
fle<I. He O\'ertook his brother who was !allll' and uffere<I 
him eyery assistance. but seeing a sa,·agc rapidly pur­
suing them, he knew it meant sudden death ior both of 
thl'm if he remained with his brother. Hc ran through 
the woods and soon o,·ertook his father who was sur­
prised to see him. 

:\Irs. Bozart and two sons were taken by the Indian:,: 
to the Indian:-' towns in the Uhio \-alley. They wt're 
later surrendered to General Anthony \Yayne at Green­
ville, September 9, li95, by a party of sixty or sc,·cnty 
Shawnees. 

"THE CAPTIVE BELLE" 

In lii--1-, the Shawnee Indian:-: ·scalpC'd am! killed fi,·e 
children of John Lyhrook, in Giles. Xew H.iH•r, whil<· 
they were playing by a stream. They al!-o rnpturccl a 
woman, ?\Irs. l\Iargaret Hall, and took her to Ohio where 
she remained in capth·ity until 179--1-. During that time 
she was transferred to the Delawares, whl're she wa:,: 
adopted by a young chief. 

These Indians were a ch-ilized tribe ha,·ing cattk am! 
being able to make butter, fritters and pancakes. :\Irs. 
Hall remained with them for some time. A young Indian 
Chief fell violently in love "·ith her, proposed to marry, 
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ancl upon her refusal. threatened her life . 
.Shl:' fled sc,·cnty mik•,; cli,;tance on horseback to her 

io,;tcr sister and brother, hut was pursued by the chief 
who insisted that she should marry him. He made an 
l:'lfort to strike her and the foster sister threw herself 
between them and receh·ecl a slight wound in the side, 
the p~int of the knife striking the rib. The Indian girl 
seized the knife, broke it and threw it away. The foster 
brother also defended her on his return from hunting 
game. The disappointed IO\·er was drh·en away and later 
killC'd in battle. 

:\Irs. Hall was returned to her people. . 

THE STORY OF ROBERT HUGHES 

Rubert Hughes :;ettkcl at a point on the Kanawha 
R.h-er opposite Paint Creek. He was a noted hunter, 
trapper and fisherman. 

He built a fish trap at the mouth of Paint· Creek, and 
always ,·isitecl it soon after daybreak each morning. 
Indians were numerous in the \"icinity. ancl they, know­
ing of the fish trap and the regular morning Yisits macle 
by Hughe,;, arranged his capture. 

Early one morning Hughes accompanied h,r his neph­
e\\· cro,;::.ecl the Kanawha Rh·er in a canoe. and leadng 
tht• gun:; in the canoe, prepared to wade in to raise the 
trap:-. Fh·c Inclians appeared and made them prisoners. 
They "·ere marched up Paint Creek a distance of thirty 
mill',;, the party keeping in the bed of the Creek the en­
tirl:' cli:-tancc. t" pre,·ent the whites from following the 
trail. 

Hughes spent two years with the Indians and learned 
the cu:-toms and the Shawnee language. He was a good 
hunter ancl "·as frequently tru:.-ted by the I nclian:. to go 
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to the woods alone to kill game. On one of these hunts he 
made his escape. 

He tra\"elecl by night and concealed himseli by day. 
It required four days to reach the fort at Point Pleasant. 
He remained at the fort for se\"eral weeks and then re­
turned to Hughes Creek, named for him. eighty-thrcl: 
miles up the Kanawha Rh·er. 

The young nephew. taken pri,-oner with him, "·as neyer 
heard of again. 

THE MORRIS CHILDREN 

Henry ::\lorris was an early ~ettler in Xicholas County. 
ha,·ing settled there prior to 1i92. He wa,- ach-enturou-,;. 
and his going to Xkhola:;; County amid the savage~. wa,­
against the wishes of his rclatins and friends. Hunting­
and trapping made the wil<lerne:-:- attracti,·e to him :111cl 
in company with John Young, a cdehrated hunter ancl 
trapper, he settled at what is known as Peter's Creek. 

The greater portion of his time was spent in clo:-:e 
proximity of the cabin, as in the rnlley of Peter',- Creek. 
bea\'ers, otters, muskrats, foxes .and turkeys were iouml 
in abundance. 

Henry ::\!orris had two daughter,-, llctty age fourtl'l'II, 
and Peggy age tweh-e year!:. One summer aitern111111 
about stmset, they were sent clown a path a few lmmlrccl 
yards to dri\'e the cah-es up to the house. A :-:hort di,-­
tance, and within sight of the house, they were seized hy 
the Indians, tomahawked and scalped. Their ,-creams 
were heard by l\Iorris and Young. who ran out to find 
one dead and the other dying. The dying girl exclaimed, 
"Father, I am killed." and expired. The bodies were 
buried on the banks of Peter's Creek. 
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Mr. llorris took the remainder of his family and all 
of his furniture ancl started to Kelly's Creek Fort arriving 
next clay. He sadly lamented the loss of his two daugh­
ters and resoh-ecl he "·ould thereafter kill every Indian 
who came his "·ay. On se,·eral occasions this ga,·e the 
early settlers trouble as it was "·ith difficulty that they 
pren;ntecl him from killing friendly and peaceable In­
dians. 

George A. Alderson, a citizen of Nicholas County, 
erected a monument at Summerville, in memory of the 
::\Iorri::. children killed on Peter's Creek. The monument 
h~ clcclicatecl to the pioneer:,; of Nicholas County. 

WILLIAM CARROLL 

\\"illiam Carroll :-:ettlecl in Kana\\·ha County prior to 
li89. hadng built a log cabin four miles below the mouth 
of Kelly"s Creek. The Clendcnnin settlement was a vil­
lage "·here Charleston now is located. 

One Spring day Carroll sent his family to the Kelly's 
Creek fort and then started to the Clendennin settlement 
on horseback. \Vhile on his way he discovered a group 
of Indians concealed in the pawpaw bushes, and he leap­
ed from his horse just as they fired. Two balls hit the 
horse killing him instantly. 

Kelly ran o,·er a bottom lancl surface se,·eral hundred 
yards. the Indians pursuing him closely. He leaped into 
the rh·er and swam, diving and swimming alternately, 
to evade the shots from the rifles of the sa,·ages. Upon 
reaching the shore he ran along the bank for a distance 
of ten miles to the Paint Creek settlement and thus made 
his escape. 

The Indians then wel'lt to his home, plundered it, set 
fire to it, killed his milch cow, and then fled. 
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\\"here late the war whoop's hideou~ suund 
_-\Jone disturbed the silence round; 
\\"here late the godless wigwam ::.to01l, 
Deep in the unbuunded rangt of woucl : 
\Vhere lately, armed for cleaclly striie. 
\\"ith tomahawk and scalping knik 

The Xath·es !':trove; 
Xo,,· dm·e-eyed Peace triumphant reign~. 
And o'er the cultirnted plains, 
In com·erse sweet, <lust maids and swains, 

Contented rove. 



A Tribute to Uncle Moore Hamrick 

".-\1111 the night :-hall ht' fillecl with mu:-ic. 
And the care:< that inil':-t the rlar 

.Shall fold their tent:; like the .-\rah:-­
_-\nd a:- silently :<teal a,rny." 

.-\t thl· close of the Autumn :-ea:<on hdon· the first of 
:;nl)\\", Cncle :i.Ioore Hamrick cliecl at his Pnint :\fountain 
humc iii \\"l'l,:::ter l"ounty. \\"e::.t \"irginia. Xo,·ember 13, 
193R Fm1t'ral :-l•n·ice was hdcl in the Point :\fountain 
Church XO\·emher 15. hy Re,·. L. C. Harris. Re,·. A. F. 
Grcgury. anrl ReL S. X. :\Iilll'r. and interment was ma<le 
in the churchyard cemetery. He is :mn·i,·ecl by two sons 
an<i t1n) claughtcrs-:\[rs. :\Iartha Louie Hogan of ·Ran­
clolph County: :\fr:,: .. -\bhigal Jo:::ephine Hogan and Tal­
h11tt Hamrick of \\"ch:,:tcr l"ounty: :incl Farml'r Hamrick 
uf Kanawha County. < Jne son. Fleming S. Hamrick, 
died in 19.3--1-. He is also ~un·i,·l'cl by IHil' hrothl'r ancl one 
:-ister-.-\clam Dollin·r Hamrick of \Yehster County, and 
:\lrs. Phoebe .-\1111 Hamrick of Randolph County. 

l-ndt· :\loorc was born April 15. 18-+9, in Randolph 
C11unty. \ "irgin ia. no\\· \ \" cbster County. \\"est \-irginia, 
thl' :<on of James :\I. ancl Rebecl·a ( Dnclrill) Hamrick: the 
grancl:-011 of Bt•njamin and Xancy I c_;regory) Hamrick; 
till' grl'at-g-rancl:-1111 uf Benjamin and Xancy (:\Ic:\Iillian) 
Hamrick. His gr<·at grandfather participated in the A­
merican Ren>httion, and came to \\"e::.tern \"irginia fol­
lowing the :<urrencll'r at Yorktu\\"n in 1781. 

L"nck :\foore attenclecl thl' pri,·ate schunls and early 
public- :-dtool:-: in the Elk Yalll'y of \\"l'h:-tt•r County. He 

141 
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was named for his uncle, the late Henry C. lloore, who 
"·as one of his teachers in the prh·ate schools. On De­
cember 20, 18ii, he married Susan Hamrick, daughter of 
Squire .-\clam and Rebecca (llollohan) Hamrick, and 
built his home on Point :Mountain in \Vebster County 
"·here he resided for sixty years. He engaged in farming. 
His home was the location of the ""aneta, \Yest Yirginia, 
post office for a period of twenty-t\vo years. ·For the past 
ten years the lloore Hamrick farm has been the annual 
meeting place of the Hamrick-Gregory families. 

Cncle ::\Ioore enjoyed the unique prh·ilegc of h~n·ing 
lh·ed in the. same community hi~ entire life. He was 
tweln- years of age at the time of the war bet\\·een the 
states and remembered YiYidly tho:;.e clay:; of strife and 
bitterness. as well as the period of rel·on::-tructinn and 
peace that followed. He rememhcrcd when \\" l'h~ter 
County was formed in 1860, and the en·nt of the ailmi~­
sion of the State of \Vest Virginia to the l:'nion in 1863: 
His educational opportunities were limited but he arnil­
cd himself of such as there were and supplemented what 
he learned in ·school by reading and study. Although he 
did not travel extensh·ely, his intellectual qualities were 
not commonplace. Hi~ kine\ anc\ gl·ntll· ~pirit, his high 
moral standards, and his rare sense of honesty, won for 
him the admiration of all who knc,,· him. Throughout 
his life and in a period of many changes, he reprcscntc1I 
the best traditions and the highest ideals of the commun­
ity where he Ih·ed. The appreciation of his character anc\ 
the influence of his example will continue to grow year 
by year. 

The span of life of an indiYiclual is short when com­
pared with time which is limitless. As compared with the 
aYerage lift•. Cncle lloore was ginn more time here than 
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most men. He survi,·ed many of the friends of his youth. 
He was born in the late pioneer period in \\"est Virginia, 
and was prh-ilegcd to see many de,·elopments in his home 
county. The strong and accurate memory which he re­
tained through the years was indeed a connecting link 
between the past and the present. Although he was not 
spared-a tedious and painful illness during the few weeks 
preceding his death, the seasons had been kind to him, 
and the years rested gracefully upon him. He had reach­
ed the good age of eighty-nine years. 

Cncle :\Ioore was a good citizen and a loyal friend. To 
him home, church. school, friends, and good government, 
\\·ere the worth-while things of life. He inherited a deep 
religiou:- conviction. He joined the :\Iethodist Episcupal 
Church in yuung manhoo<I and remained a loyal and faith­
ful llll'lllher th~reaiter. He belie,·ecl in prayer. He l>c­
lil'n·d in the exi:-tence of an omnipotent Power and its 
influence and guidance in his daily life. ''I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way "·hich thou shalt go: I 
will guide thee with mine eye." P:-alm 32 :8. ''Thou shalt 
guide me hy thy coun:-:el. and afterward reccin· me to 
glory." Psalm i3 :2--1-. He ,,·as a cle,·out and sincere Chri:::­
tian. J-fo hacl implidt faith in the resurrection. and he­
lief in the life e,·erla:-ting. as promise<! in the X c\\· Te:.ta­
llll'nt. "I go tu prepare a place for yuu ... I will come 
ag-ain to l"l'Cl'i,·l' you unto my:-elf: where I am, there ye 
may he al:-u." John 1--1-:2. 3. 

Xot unly will L'ncll' :\Ioore he missed by his family 
and neighbors in the local comnnmity, but he will he 
mi:-:-l'd hy a large group of relati,·es and friends in many 
part:- of the country. His home by the siclc of the road. 
1111 one of the prim·ipal highways. was a landmark in the 
county. :\£any a weary tra,·eler in years long pa:-t iuund 
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,;helter by his fi.rC'side, and many fricncls enjoyecl hi:; ho~­
pitality. 

In reminiscence, we see his familiar form at thi:: g-atc 
an<I recall his friendly countenance. \\"e wuulcl "·i:,;h ior 
the touch of a Yanished han<I and the souncl of a Yoicc 
that is still. In anticipation, we feel the :-ilcncc c,i hi,; 
Puint :\Iountain home, and we ::-ee the Yacant chair at 
the annual reunion of our family. But l"ncle ~luore w11t1i1! 
not han· us to mourn his pa:;sing. He lin·cl in prt'para­
tion of the call to the great beyun<I, the next natural ,:tt-p 
that all mu,;t take. In that spirit we pay trilmtl' t11 011t· 

we lm·ecl, in the hope of a perfect reunion hcreaiter. 

"So lung thy power ha,:t hll•,:t me. ,:un· it ,:till 
\\"ill lead me on 
O'er moor ancl fen. o'er nag ancl t1,rre11t. 
Till the night is gone: · 
_-\ncl with the morn tho:-e angel fan•,: ,:mile. 
\Yhich I ha,·e Joyed long :,;ince and !11,:t a-\\·hile."" 

By ~layme Herbert Hamrick 
1-1-.~i Rhode Island .-\,·e. X. \\". 
\Ya:-hington. D. C. 




