
HARRIS RECORDS 
- with 

ALLIED FAMILIES 
of 

CLAIBORNE 
GILLISON 

THOMPSON 
WHITSETT 





Compiled 
In J:.gving ~emory of 

rwo Harris eJisters 

.Angie Ray Harris Harriet Elizabeth Harris 





Abbreviations used: b. - born d.- died m.- married 
ac.- about Vol. volume p.- page 

Letters preceding names in the charts denote-the place 
1n the individual family ( A for first child, B for second 
child, etc.) Numbers in() denote generation ( (1) for 
1st generation, (2) for second generation, etc.) beginning 
with the immigrant ancestor, Captain Thomas Harris. A 
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Compiler's Note: 

It is not my desire to give records of present day· . 
llarrises. I have-tried to give as many of the old records 
as I could locate, and set up charts from which each · 
Harris family descending from Benje.min Harr-is of Anderson 
District South Carolina can contipue its lines. 

These records have been compiled for my children and 
consequently contain records of' their particular Barris 
line, with several allied lines. I have given all avail­
able records on the children of' Benjamin-Barris and his 
wife Karen Gillison of Anderson District,.· South Carolina, 
as most of' the Barris families of' South Carolina descent 
come through that branch. · 

M.C.H. 
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BARRIS RECORm 

BERJAMIB HARRIS OF .Al'mERSOB DISTRICT SOUTH . CAROLIHA 
BBABOH-

J'rom The Imm~rant1 Captain Thomas Barris of Virginia 1 
to ~g1e ~ s Oallaway1 Gracdmother of the compiler. 

Com_piled 1953 by Maud Callaway Bays 





Barris line from King Henry III of England to the Immigl'&nt 
Ancestor Thomas Barris of Vi~g:1.niao 

.HENR::l III o , King of 
England 

Edva~ I., rMargaret of King of Franceo 
E~nd · 

Edmund -- Margaret de Wake o 
of Woodstock 

Eleanor of Provence 

Blanche of 
Navarre 

/ 
I 

Edmund, F.arl 
of La.ncastero 

Maud de Cbaworth--HE?nry, Earl 
----1 of Lancaster. 

/ 
Joan Plantagenet,-- Thomas de 'Richard Fitzalan,--Eleanor, 
the Fair Maid o~ "Ksnt I Holland, K.G., K.F., Earl of J Lady 

. Earl of Kanta Aru.ndelo ___ _,._Beaumont. 
' / 

Thomas d~ Holland., Earl of Kent-f. Alice Fitzalano 

John de Beaufort, Ma~uis of Dorse~-;-Margarei'de Holland. 
"'- ' 

Ed.mu.rid de Beaufort, Duke of Somerset-fE~ean~r de Beauchamp. 
,,,,,, 

Eleanor de Beaufort--Sir Robert Spencer, of Spencer · J · . Combe. 
/ 

Catherine Spencer1-Henry Percy, KoFa, Earl of Nort~umberland. 
/ . 

Sir TboJD&s Pere_!, Knt .. ,-1Eleanor Harbottle., of Beamish. 
r . 

Joa_n Pe;acy-,Arthur Harris, of Prittlewell, Essex. 

w1111'm Harris, of Southminster, Essex--Joan Cooke (second wife) 
1 

I of Bocking. ,,,.,----------------
Arthur Harris, of Woodham Mortimer., Essex-

1
- Dorothy Waldegrave, 

/ · . of Small bridge o 

Sir William Barris, of Crixse, Essex-
1
-Alice Smythe, of 

·· . Ostenbanger, Kent •. 
/ 

Tb.omas .Harris, gento de Henrico Coo, Vao--Adria Osborne, o·r 
Joane Gurgarny 

(from: "Americans of Royal Descent" by Browning V. 2; Po 451) 



Harris Charts 

'!'BE FOI.iLOWillG CHARTS HA.VE BEEN MADE FROM IIFORMATION FOUIID 
I1f THESE HARRIS RECORIB . 

Direct Barris Ancestors Chart 

A. 

A. 

D. 

G. 

J.i'rom '!'be Imnigrant, Thomas Barris., To The Eighth Generation., 
An~e Barris Callaway, Grandmot.her or The Compiler D Charts 
Of Tbe Children Of Benjamin Harris., Great-Great-Grandson 
Of Tbomas, Tbe Imigrant, Follow This Chart. 

( l) Captain Thomas Barris bu ac 1583- from Wales to 
. JamestownA Virginia in 161!- mo 1st Adria Osborne 

• • 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

· bo ac 1590 do prior to Sept~ 1626- came to America 
ae 1621- Children~ A {2) Robert bo ac 1623., B (2) 
Mary bo 1625- mo 2nd. Jo~ne Gurgarny- Children: C (2) 
Thomas, Jra bo 16~91 D (2) William bo. ac 16,So 

Robert Barris bo ac. 1623 m. ac 1660 Mary Claiborne 
Rice, dau., of Col., William Claiborne 1st Sec. of 
State of _the Colony of Virginiao Settled at 'Tbe Forks' 
on James River in-Virginia- Children~ A (3) Major 
William b. 1696- m. Temperaoee Overton., B {3} Mary., 
C (3) Judith., D (3) Thomas mo Mary Giles, E (3) John 
mo Mary Stanley, F (3) Robert, Jro 

Thomas Barris- settled or. Cubb Creek in Hanover County 
Virginia- kil;t.ed by Ind.ians_l\25- mo Mary Giles­
Child.ren~ A(~) William, B {4 1 Thomas Jro do ac 1783-
(a copy of' his Journal~ vrit.-cer.1 before 1783., made by 
bis niece Elizabeth iia~,.:r-ia a.c 1785, r.aming bis grand­
parents as_Robert & Mary Claiborne Harris, his father., 
Thomas., rds uncles &: aunts~ "William., Mary, Judith., 
John, & Rober"t, Jr.,., and ::i.:!..:: bi•others~ William., David., 
George, John, Stephar:, & Claibo~r. (called Ned)- This 
record gives the best available oonnection for ClaibornJ 
father of BenjB.l?lir:., Legal. proof is lacking due to the 
Hanover records being des~;~-yed by fire. This Journal 
record comi:r.g through Mr. !..-ee Harris of Lebanon., Tenno 
bas been accepted by reliable.sources as proof)., C (4) 
Iavid mo widow ~_1ihs.rd~F•!"1 _. D ?, ,q George, E ( 4) John m. 
Mary Tinsley, F { 4) Stephen_, (f 1, 4) Claiborn ( called !fed 

Claiborn Harris- bel!eved be !n Hanover County Virginia 
.1726 do prior to 1810- ma wife ·believed Judith (as name 
in 1784 Granville County NcC~ deed)- Claiborn Barris ir. 
Granville County N.C~ by 1754, when he received land gz 
from Lord Granville- Gbildren~ A {S) Benjamin mo Ka~en 
Gillison, this is only ~h+ld we find proof of, others · 
believed to be sons; B ''..5j Claiborn mo Mary Champion r 
Granville County N~Oo, G \5) 31;,ephen- found associatin( 
with Benjamin in ScCo 1792, D {5) John- also went to S 
E (5) Robert- c:;i.a.tbo:t;"1. dee.dad laud to him in Granville 
County N .. C, 1784, :98 ,· 5) .,James- also went to ~LC Q and 
served afl a.dmin.'.!.atra.tor !'01" Benjamin 18320 



Barris Charts 

Direct Barris Ancestors Chart Cont' do 

A. (5) 

(6) 

B. (7) 

F. (8) 

Benjamin Barris bo NoC. d. Anderson Dist:rtict SoC .. lS,:,-
mo Karen Gillison do in· Georgia- Children: (Charts ot each 
of these cb1J dren follow this chart) A ( 6) Archibald b. 
188g d. 1850 Forsfib CountJ"_(}eorg:La- m. Mary (Poll7) 
Th9J!l)SOD b. s .. c. 1801 d. 1886 Fors,.tb Count7 Georgia, 
B (6J Mary b., 1792 m. Joseph. R. Th<Jl!l)SOn, C (6) W"Ja,t't 
b. 1795, D (6) Overton b. 1798.t E~l6) James b. 1799, 
F (6) Eliza~tb m .. John Geer, u- (6 Nanez m. Aaron 
Vandiver, H (6) Lorenzo Dow bo 18 , I (6) Ezekiel. 
b. 1808 

Arob:Lbald Barris b 1889..: m. Mary (Poll7) Thompson b. 
1801- Children: A (7) Caron b .. 1817 B (7) William 
b .. 1820, C (7)" Rosanna b. 182:,, D (7) Anderson V. b. 
1829 E (7) :t.vid Fob .. 1831, F (7) Smith C. B. 18:,:,., 
G (7\ Sarah J. b. 1836, H., (7) Frances E .. b. l.8:,g, 
I (7) Josephine b. 1841, J {7) Dl"u.oilla b. 1843, K (7) 
Septon Epezi&n b. 18450 Records of these children can 
be found in the Archibald Barris Chart to follow this 
chart. · 

William B'&rr1s b .. 1820 m., Minerva Jane Whitsitt­
Cbildren: A {8} Caroline bo 184:,, B (8) James 
Whitsitt b .. 1845, c (8) Mary Elizabeth b. 1847, 
D (8) Virginia Camelia b. 1852, E (8) Harriet 
Elizabeth bo 1855, F !§} A.."lgie Ra7 b~ 1858, G (8) 
William Whitsitt b .. lool .. More on these children 
1n Archibald Harris Charto 

Angie Ray Harris b., 1858 ma Luke Hen:r7 Callaway -
Children: A (9) Maude b., 1882, B {9) William Claud 
bo 1883, C (9) Jessie Harris b .. 1886, D (9) Samuel 
Guy b. 188:8, E (9) Nettie Jane b. 1891., F (9) Troy 
Re,y b. 1899 .. More on these obildren in Archibald 
Harris Oba.rt .. 



Barris Charts 

ABCBIBALD BARRIS CHART 
(son of Benjamin Barris of Anderson Dist. S. C.) 

A (6) Archibald Harris ba May 20, 1789- d. Dec .. 22, 1856 
Forsyth Co., Gao buried Midway- Church .Cemetel'J'- · m. 
in S.Ca Mary (Poll,-) Thompson b .. May 15, 1801 S.Ca­
d. Sept. 7, 1886, buried Midway Church Cemetery 
(dau. of Joseph 'rbompson of Anderson Dista s.c.)~ 
Children: 

A (7) Caron Barris bo SoCo 1817- mo Benjamin 'W. Castleberry 
bo 1813- in Cherokee Coo, Ga. 1850- Children:~- Mal'f 

. J. b. 1838- 2. Marpret b. 1840- 3. Thomas bo 1842-
4. Archibald bo 1844- SoSatin bo 1846- 6. Leonidas 
b. 1849. 

B (7) William Harris b. Feb. l, 1820 Anderson Di.st. S.C.­
d. Feb. 8., 1884 Whitfield Co., Ga .. , buried Dogwood 
Church CemeterJ- served&$ volunteer in Co., Bo 1st 
Confederate Georgia Regto in Civil War- m. Dec •. 18, 
1842 1n ·Forsyth Co"l Ga. to Minerva Jane Whitsitt 
b. Dec. 23, 1827 N.u.- da May 16, 1904 llllton, Ga. 
buried Dogwood Church Cemetery- Children: 

. . 

A ( 8) Nancy Caroline ( Calline) Barris b. Dec. 7, 1843 
Forsyth Co., Ga.- d. Oct. 7, 1922- m. Will-1.am B. 
Barris (son of Lorenzo Dow Barris) b. Jan. 31, 
1831- d. Septa 5, 1887- Children: 1. Florence b. 
1862- mo Cars Lewis- 2. Loranzie D. b. 1866- m. 
Fannie Jolley- 3o Jane b. 1868- mo 1st George 
McBrayer- m. 2nd John Gentles- 4. W. Lee b. 1870-
5. Edward Clifton b. 1872 m. Kittie.Price- 6. 
Mary Ellen bo 1874- mo OaCa Engram- 7. Hattie Pearl 
b. 1878- 8. Henry Parks be 1880 m. Mattie Brown. 

B (8) James Whitsitt (Bud) Harris b. Nov. 3, 1845 Forsyth 
Co., Gao- d. Sept. 21, 1923- served as volunteer 1n 
Coo B 1st Confo Ga. Regto in Civil War- m. ffov. 19 
1868 Mahalia E. Love b. May 30, 1849- d. Nov. 18, 
1928- Children~ lo Henry Lee bo 1870- 2. William 
Love b. 1872- 3. Annie Laura b. 1873- 4. Minnie b .. 
1876- 5. Nannie b. 1877~ 6. Alice May b. 1879-
7~ Elizabeth Jane b. 1881- 8. Paul Ray b. 1883-
9 .. Pearl b. 1889. · 

C (8) Mar,- Elizabeth Harris bo Sept. 28, 1847 Fors,-th Co. 
· · Ga. - d. Dec. 22, 1915- m. Dec. 20, 1865 John W. 

Love b. Ma.rob 5, 1.843-- da June 24, 1922- Children:· 
1 o William Lee b. 1866- 2 o Bugh Gordon b. 1868-
3. ·Robert Edward b. 1869- 4. Ida b. 1871- 5. Cbarl~ 
bo 1873- 6. Leinnie Nevada b. 1873- 7. MarJ Elna b 
1881- 8. John James b. 1898. 



Barris Cba:rts 

AROBIBALD BARRIS CBAR'l' (Cont 1d) 

D (8) Virginia ·Cornelia (Jennie) Barris bo llal'oh 19, 
1852 Forsyth Co .. , Ga .. - d .. M&7 11, 1919- 11. 
Will1-J Ross Quinn b. Sept. 18, 1849- d. June 
12, 1917- Children: 1 .. John Oley b. 187:5- 2. 
William Buf'ol'd b .. l.876- 3. Jesse Marion b. 1879-
4 .. Mary Angie b., 1884- 5., Cbarl1e b., 1889. 

E (8) Harriet Elizabeth Barris bo Aug .. 25, 1855 FonJth 
Co .. , Ga .. - d .. July 9, 1946- m .. Joseph Deck b. May 
25, 1858- d., Novo 13, 1919- Children: lo Ralph L. 
b. 1882- 2 .. Sam Franklin b .. 1883- 3. Mary b. 1885-
40 Clarence b .. 1888- 5o James Fred.r1ck b. 1890-
6 .. Vera M .. bo 1892- 7" Jewel b. 1897. 

F (.8) Angie Ray liarris b .. July 23, 1858 Fors;rth Co., Ga.­
d .. Septo 5, 1925 Cbattanooga.._~Tenn., buried Forrest 
Hill Cemeter'l: m .. Dec .. 16, looO I1llce Henry Oalla~y 
b .. Oct .. 7, 1860 Wb:1.tfield Co.,, Ga .. - d. July 10, 
1,29- Children: . . 

A (9 Maud Callaway b. Jan .. 11, 1882- d. Aug.!. 20 188:,. 
B (9 William Claud Callaway b. April ;1.3, 1863 Whitfield 

Coo, Ga .. - mq June 20, 1905 Elnora Koons b •. Aug .• 
20 1881, Winston, Mo .. - Children:·· · 

A ( 10) Maud .Angie Callawa7 b. June 4, 1906- ·11. Cec11 
'ra Hays b .. Feb .. 22., 1904- Children: · ·. .· 

A (11) Ted Cecil lla,-s b .. Jul7 :,_,. 1926- m. Aug. 
15 1948, Betty Brown- Cnildl'en: 

A (12\ Ted Cecil Ha7s, Jr .. b .. Nov. 20, 1949. 
B ( 12) Bruce Brown Ba.J'S b.. March 27 195:,. 

B (11) Don Callaway Hays b .. Deco 16, 1928- ■• 
July 5, 1947., Hazel Cherr,--

B (10) Bessie Dee Callaway bo :Nov. 25, 1908- m. Aug. 
11., 1929., Bo Ernest Bof'tme7er, b. June 23, 
1905- Children:: 

A ! 11 J Kay Callaway Boff'meyer b a April 20, 1935. 
B 11 Dee Callaway Boff'me,-er b .. March 22, 1939. 
C 11 Ann Callaway Hoffmeyer ba Nov. 20, 1942. 

C (9) Jessie Harris Callaway bo Octo 18., 1886 Whitfield 
Co.,, Gao- do March 10, 1939 Knoxville, Tenn.-
m. Ro1 A. BerrJ. 

D (9) Samuel Guy Callaway bo May 22, 1888 Whitfield Co. 
Gao- do April 12, 1946, Chattanooga, Tenn.- 11. 
Elizabeth Deakinso 

E (9) Nettie Jane Callawa7 ba Jana 24, 1891 Wb,1ttield 
Coo, Gaa- m., Apr11 2., 1911 W11.l1am L. Ravlings­
Children: 1. Angie Louise Rawlings ba 1912. 
2 .. Ruth Elizabeth Bavlinga b. 191:,. 

F (9) Troy Ray Call.away bo Jano 12., 1899 Wb1tf1eld Co. 
Ga .. - m .. Deoa 24., 1921 Beulah llldley- Children: 
la Ray Luke bo 1923 .. 



Barris Cbarts 

.ABCBIBALD HARRIS CHART (Cont'd)_ 

G (8) William. Whitsitt -Bar:ri_s b. March 23., 1861 Wb1t.f'1eld 
Co • ., Ga.- do March 25, 1940- m. Betty Besb1tt_b. 
Feb. 18.,- 1864- do March 15, ·1931~ Cbil~n:·1. 
Wll11mn Robert b. 1886- 2. Frank b. 1888., 3. Ben17 
Cla7 b. 1888- 4. Jennie Ma7.b. 1891- 5. Willie Leon 
b. 1893- 6. Helen Adell b.· 1907. 

C (7) Rosanna Barris b. 1823 Georgia- m. Jobn P. Reavis b. 
1815 N.Co in Cherokee Coo, Ga. 1850- Children: 1. 
Mary Jane b. 1844 m. Davis- 2o Benjamin b. 1845- :,. 
Missouri m. Delaney- 4. Palinna b. 1848 m. Smith -
5 •. Bell m~ Ben Percy- 6. Karon m. Lem Early- 7. Lou 
m. Jim Johnson- 8. Mattie m. Eliott Roger- 9. Rosa m. 
Arthur Lewis- 10. William Posey m. Lora Craton. 

D ( 7) Anderson V. (Van) Barris b. 1829 Georgia- 11 ving v1 th 
pa.rents., Archibald & Mary Harris, 1n Forsyth Co. , Ga. 
in 1850- no further record .found. 

E-(7) Dl!Lvid F. Barris b • .Dec. 1, 1830- d. Oct. 8, 1873 
Forsyth Co. , Ga. , buried at M1dwa7 Church Cemetery-
his- vi.f'e buried by him, her name unknown. · 

·F ( 7) Smith C. Barris b. 1833 Georgia- 11 ving vi th parents, 
Archibald & MaI-y Harris in Forsyth Co., Ga. 1850- . 
no .further infonnation. 

G ( 7) Sarah JD Barris b D 1836 Georgia' 11 ving with ~rents' 
Archibald & Mary Barris, in Forsyth Co • ., Ga. 1850-
no :further information. 

H (7) Frances E. ;Harris b. 1839 Georgia- living with pa.rents., 
Archibald & Mary Harris, in Forsyth Co. , Ga. 1850-

I (7) 

no .further information. 

Josephine Harris b. 1841 Georgia m. Bill.Da.vis­
Children: 1. John P. Da.vis m. Ollie Owens- 2. Emma 
Dl!Lvis b. March 19, 1863, d. 1950 m. Richard Harris 
had children: William T. Barris; Susie m. Vernon 
Stephens; Addie m. Lee Jolly; John Henry 11. Nita 
Colding; Roy Crowder m. Fannie Cannon; Kayte m. John 
A Bretz; Rene m. A. M. Beason; J.E.B. m. Cola Fitz­
simmons. 3u Julia Davis m. Josiah Simpson,·4. Ida 
Iii.vis mo Emory Morgan, 5. Mamie Davis 11. Walter Huf'.r., 
6. Willie DI.vis mo Manco Peek- 7. Lula Iavis m. 
Lonnie Morgan. 
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Barris Charts 

ARCHIBAI.P HARRIS CHART (Cont'd) 

J (7) Dru.ell.la Barris bo 1843 Georgia- l.iving with parents, 
~cbib&ld & .Mal'J' .Harris, in Forsyth Co a , Ga. - 1850-
no further 1Dformat1ona 

X ( 7) Septon Bpezian (Sep) Barris b o Oct.. 10, 1845 Forsyth 
Co., Ga.- do May 13, 1899 Rome, Ga .. - m. Oct. 28, 1860 
James Chapman Powell b .. Ca:t-rol Co., Gao June 27, 18~, 
da Marcb 15 1919 Rome, Gao- Children: 1 .. Mary McDonal.d 
Powel.l bo 1870- 2o Sarah Elener Powell b .. 1874 ma 1918 
Allen P. Gentry-:, .. Cora Leuvinia Powell b .. 1877-
4 .. Emma Harris Powell b .. 1887 m. 1911 Amos Carl Sanford. 



Harris Charts 

MARY BABRI8 CHART -
(daughter of Benjamin Harris o~ Anderson Dista SaCa) · 

B (6) llary Barris ba 1792 South Carolina- m. Joseph Ra Tb~son 
b. 1791 South Carolina- moved to Forsyth Co., Ga.-- 1840 

. Census shows eight children- names of two youngest: 
lo Andrew Jo bo 1832 Georgia- 2o Mary J. bo 1834 Georgia-
no .turther information- · · 

WYATT BARRIS CHART 
(son of Benjamin Barris of Anderson Di.Sta SoC.) 

C (6) Wyatt Harris b. 1795 South Carolina m. Dorcas-~-b. 1805 
. South Carolina- moved from Anderson Dist., SoC. to Georgi& 

ac 18}3- living in Gwinnett Coo, Ge.a .1850- CbJ.ldren: . 1 o Gilliam b a lr3 Georgia o 

2. Sebria bo 18 Georgia.. . 
3. James ba 183 Georgiao 
4a llilda b. 1840 Georgiao 
5 a Martha b a 1842 Georgia a 

6, Mary b. 1846 Georgia 

ELIZABE'm HARRIS CHART 
(daughter of Benjamin Harris of Anderson Dist. S.Co) 

D (6) Elizabeth Harris mo Jolin Geer in South Carolina- moved to 
~e:xas- no further information 

DllCY BARRIS CHART 
· (daughter of Benjamin Harris of Anderson Dist. S.Ca) 

. -
E ( 6) Nancy Barris mo Aaron Vandiver in South Carolina- no 

.ru.rtber informationa 



". 
Harris Charts 

OVER'l'OB HARRIS CHART 
( son of Benja:iri·':"'. :-:'~rri '$ of ~deraon Dist o S" C" ) 

F (6) Overton 1:Jarris b~ l79R. South Carolina d. 1894 Okolona, 
Mississippi m. l~~ ~ara~ 0ole bo Dec., 15, 1805, d. Aug" 
13, 1846- Childre.!1 ·Jf Sarah Cole & Overton Harris: 

F (6) Ao William Sear~y Har~is t, ?eb> 4, 1834~ 

F (6) Bo .Martha Ann Ea-:"rls b~ F~~- 71 1837 d. April 12,. 1914 
m" 1853 J0h!:. Fatty J-1O,:.;~ 'b .. June 20., 1830, do Septa 
11, 191 :5- ::.;i::•i.l.d.r~r: (',!' ;I.a.rt.ha. Ann Harris & John Petty 
Moore: 
1. Emilie Overt-or\ Moc::>e b. Oct. 2, 185!-I, d" Feb. 16 

1893_ 
. 2" Frie1Je-o:: MrK r'9 t,, ~,e(':. 25. 18~§, d., May 26, 1917" 

3~ Sallie S, Moo~ t:., I{ov o 17, looO d. Aug" 20,. 1898 
U'- l'\ r- •·· ~ ;..">7.,._ 1 :i... u... cl T k b T m 11m.rc ... ,::;;._~ J..v ';1 ~ .. OP&pu no.JWOO u&C son • u&no 

24, 1850, d., 09~;, !.5, 1890 - Children~ 

!38,i Jime.son Moore Jackso~ be 1881. 
3b \ "!',=i ..... i::i«:> 'tZ1ur,--· ,.$:j,..1,rra(, ... b 188,:. 
'.,c) Lyd;, s:::·k;o;:·-·•b:···A~.: 12, 1885 mo Jesse 

Boomer Ie.gget t !Jl'.are:h 26, 1907,, · 

F (6) C,, John Gill:!.scn H~?""r!.s b~ .:-ar:,, 23, 1840, d., March 6, 
1860., 

F (6) Do Robert Ove.rt~r. P."~.::··.:~:!.·i- :: O~" .. :, 5, 1843. 

F (6) Overton Harri~ !i .. ~:.79~ f .. ~.:_;_t:: '.:1:J.rolir.a d, Okolona, 
Mississippi, 1991t_, :i?· • .::::r:<! .it~ ).$:"'7 Louise Ao Couains bo 
Jan D 27, 182~ 1 d" kc.Jg J •• ?.; , l 1:11:-tj- Their only cbildg 

F ( 6 ) E L .,. ,. • ..... - :: ·, :") .i.. o. n - ., "" 1849 ~ ycurg,~~ ". ,. 1-4.•..i.!:' , __ • . . . ·_-; .• _, .... , 'I; -~lr~e J. ;,.,, , .. 

F ( 6) Overton Harr!s b. 179,:, SoJ. !:.'h Ga.rolir:a. d. 1894 Okolona, 
Mississippi m. 3re in 18~0 Ar.r. Clerk be in Virginia-· 
Children of Anr. Cla:::.•k & !")v1?r"".:0n Sarris~ 

F (6) Fo 

F (6) G. Ms.r'tha 3 t..a:ple 3 ( ff.a~ ti P :: :i..~:r·ri t1 i:: • Febo 26, 1857, do 
March 21, 19'26, m ~ D!'. Willlam Ra .f.C.iller- Children 
of Martha Sta.pl.es P'...a::,ris & Dr a. Willi&111 Ho Miller: 
1., Erskin M:i..llsr 
2., Overton F..arr:t s Miller .. 3: Ann Eli~abet11 1'ttller4 
4 _ Adele Mi.::.;ler 1}J.•.:isor 
5 e Clemer: tin$ !.Aw·re-1~•:,e .!\1111e.r C 
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Harris Charts 

JAMES BARRIS OBA.RT 
(son of Benjamin Harris of Anderson Disto SoCo) 

G (6) James Barris bo 1799 South Carolina- do· Novo 10, 1857-
ma Elizabeth --- bo Deco 18, 1801 South Carolina- d. 
J&no 5, 1881- went to Georgia &Co 1837- bad pl:,an_t&tion 
1n Forsyth County, Georgia, wher~ be was buried- Children: 

G (6) Ao Overton Barria bo 1831 South Carolina- lived in 
Walker Coun~yf Georgia- Children: 
lo Mattie Harris 
2o Jeff Harris 

G (6) Bo. Caron Harris b. 1832 South Carolina- m. George Hegwood­
Cbildren~ 
lo Jim Hegwoodo 
2 .. John Hegwood, 
3 o Ayred Hegwood .. 
4a Addicus Hegwoodu 
5o Lulla Hegwood~ 
60 Mary Hegwood. 
7o George·Hegwood. 

G (6) C. Sarah (Sade) Harris bu 1834 South Carolina- .do 1903-
mo Peter Cobb- Childrent 
lo .Margaret Elizabeth Cobb mo --- Bawkinsa 
2o James Co Cobb m., Mart.ha Smith 
30

0 

Mattie So Cobb m, --- Holbrooke 
4 -.Toho Landrum ~obt m .. F..olly Meadowso 
5o Frances Ca Cobb m .. --- Earrett. 
6" Sarah A., Cobb,. 7: Mary Savannah Cobb m., --- Garrisono 
8 ~ Rocer'"" · E, C'0tt .· 
9o Lucy Jsne. (_ Jenn:!.e :: Gcbl."> me R~ E. Fowlero 

G (6) Do Terrell Harris b. 1837 ~eorgia- Children~ 
lo Jamie Harris, 

G (6) E. 

G (6) Fo 

2 o Obie Ra.-rris o 

3. Clemmie Barria. 
40 Lanora Harrie, 
So Drucilla. F.a:rris m .!°"a::}lr Robinsono 
60 Ella Har~is m" --- 1ar.gston. 
7o Landrum Ha:rris mo Mollie Moore. 
Bo William Harriao 
9 o Harbin Harris o 

10~ Esther Harris mo --- Phillipso 
lla L1nner Harriso 

Mary Ha:rris b, 1839 GeoI'g:!..a-mo ---
I.a.llas, Texas- G"hildrene 
lo Ida Fowler 

Fowler-

Melisse. {Me.r~tle.) Sarris .b" 1841 Georgia- mo 
Leak, 

lived in 

Sanford 



Harris Charts 

LORENZO :OOW HARRIS CE~~'': 

H (6) 
(son of ~r;j-: .. ;:,~-:.tl R'lrri~ of A1:.d~rson Disto SoCa) 

Lorenzo Dow Harris ·:~\,_ Feb., l, 1804 South Carolina- do May 
30, 1870- buried a.1:·. Midway_, Forsyth County, Geer~- m 1st 
Sarah Garner ( si~ t;.~)r. of E?-ekiel 's wife Betty) b. 1812-
da 1866- Child.rer~ . 

H (6) A. Gillison liar~.ia- m., Martha Ann Fowler- Cbildren·g 
1 a Abi Ha~-;,1._::: :1, ~rc,r_r] Wvatt ,; 

H (6) Ba 

H (6) C. 

H (6) Do 

2 a Salli~ P"e:er.5.. 2. z ., - - - .. Rrfce rt a., 
3 0

0 

Lou F..a.r:-:.'"'..'...i.:: ;;J., ~rlt:1 ?cwler 
4 Lina lia !.' r.t ~~ m . - - - .Me O l'l.lre a 

Sa Bartow H,=i.r~:·1. !~ ., 

6c Wilson HP..rr13 • . 7: Bert.a. Ht. !"r::.~~ .m .· F:r>3.nk Tioprook .• 
8_ Ida Ha.rr-'d~ !!L - ··- 0.3bvrn .. 

William (Big ?ud.) Ha::~ris 't·, Jan., 31, 18:,1- d. Sept. · 
5. 1887- m, 1860 Na.r.::-y Carol.ine Harris {g., daua of 
Archibald) b., I:e:~, 7, ~.843- d. Octa 7, 1922- Cbildreng 
1 o Floren~ e F..a.-:•ri:~ m. C5.r:: Lewis o 

2a Loranzie D. Har·riB m. Fe.nIJie Jolley-a 
3o Jane Ha.~ris., :'·· l~it, Geo" McBrayer- mo 2nd John Gentles a 

4o w O Lee ,!Arr .... ~.> 
Sa Edward 0lift.0r "9.F. •. r-r.!.s ~,. Kittie Priceo 
6a Mary .Elle~ Ear-!''1.s l.:'1. 0 ,:; • Engram. 
7. HattilS Pea;r:J.. "'dt1.::·-:::l.~< . 
8. Hen.:-y r~.rk;;~ ~a.-n:-ii:' J!i., Ma.tt;ie Brown. 

Wilson t.Wi:se ··; P.a·l'.'r.Ls ::i, .:ar:e Barris- Cbildreng 
1 o Linna B/i:r,-,i.:3 ?.n .· -- - - Ga.d.d:!.s •. 
2 ~ Azz1. e ?A1~~:t~ :-:~ _ ~l,.: rlty Y!int~. ~ 
3 a Walt-er :Sa. rri '.~ .. 
4 o Ford Rarr.!.s- ,. 
5 a Homer Ha .. Pr l.5. 
6. Clyde HarT'i:i !.!L . .!\.zzie Tallant~ 7: .Jesi.e .. !.e Har-!'j_::: ;ri. .; •"") 1 .. !•·: Collins. 
8. Lizzie H~.rr.L~. ::n,. :-c:;;rp W':)stb::-ook, 
9o Ivy H~.r:r.·L.~ m. B:1.r-:-7 S-:r•.tck.land. 



Barris Charts 

LOREIIZO :OOW HARRIS CHART (Cont'd) 

H (6) Eo Fannie Harris mo Sim !Avid- Children: 
lo Ellen Dl!lvid mo --- Dl!Lvisa 
2o Linna D!lvido 
30

0 

Jennie D!l.vid 
4 Sally Il!!l.vid mu --- Lowryo. 

B (6) Lorenzo Dow Harris mo 2nd Atlantic Rice- Children-

H (6) F. Mattie Dow Harris bo 1870- When she was 6-montbs 
old her father diedc Her mother re-married .Major 
Petty, who adopted her. 



Harris Charts 

EZEKIEI, HARRIS CHART 
(son.of Benjamin Harris of Anderson Dist. s.c.) 

I (6) Ezekiel Harris bo March 30, 1808 South.Carolina- d. Febo 
13, 1894- mo Elizabeth (Betty, sister of Dow's wife Sarah-) 
Garner b. May 31, 1810 do Octo 11, 1900- Children: 

I (6) A. James Romer Harris - died in infancy. 

I (6) B. William Sanford Harris bo Nov. 11, 1835- died while 
in college. 

I (6) C. Oliver Go Harris 9 b. 1837 m. Nany Byron- Children: 
l. Ezekiel Harris 
2. Mae Harris m. Eldon Wilson 

. 3o_ George Harris m. Ollie Merritt. 

I (6) D • .Mattie Harris b. 1840 m. Thomas McGill- moved to 
Kansas- Children: 

I (6) E. 

I (6) F. 

l. Guilford McGill. 
2o Lizzie McGill. 
3. Ella McGill .. 
4. Robert McGillo 
5o Walter McGillo 

Guilford Harri~ bo July 13, i842 d. Jan 22, 1893, 
m. Fanny Robinson- Children~ 
1. Mattie Harris m. Wade Powell. 
2. Maud Harris mu Melton Mariningo 
3. Ben Harris m. lst L. D. Blackford, m. 2nd Bazel 

Shell. 

Sarah (Saliy) Frances Harris b. Sept. 23, 1844 d. 
Sept. 26, 1916, m. John Wesley Smith- Children: 
1. Mary Forrest Smith b~ Febo 23, 1867 m .. General 

Carroll. 
2o Esther Smith b. June 19, 1871 m. Lewis Rhea 

Willia.ms. 
30

0 

Samuel Smith b. Ju1y 30, 1874 d. Augo 12., 1874. 
4 James Sanford. Smith b. Aug. 3, 1875, m. Anna 

Trundle. 
5o William Ezekiel Smith b. Nov. 11, 1877, m. Willie 

Lee W.tlliams. 
6. ·Juliette Elizabeth Smith b. Febo 18, 1880 m. Rugh 

AndersonScruggsu 
7. Columbl:.s Madison Smith b. March 13, 1882 m. Dora 

Williamso 
Ba Martha Ella Smith bo June 11, 1884 m. 'lhomas B 

Connera 
9a Robert Franklin Smith ba Octa 14, 1886, d. May 18., 

18870 
10. Frances Victoria Smith bn .Aug. 29, 1887 ma Tb.omas 

Rush Mabry. · 



Harris Charts 

E"tfcK I E1, BA.RBIS CHART (Cont 'd) 
-

I (6) G. Columbus Barri.a b. May 4, 1847 d. Jan. 23, 19110 

I (6) H. Mary E. Harris b. April 10, 1849 d. July 18, 1887 
m. J.C. B1x- Children: 
1. Charles Hix b. June 20, 1872. 
2. SaJ.lie R. Hix b .. Sept. 12, 1870 m. Clint E. Smith 
:,. Thomas Guilford Hix b. A-gs. 13, 1874 m. Maude Ship. 
4. Mary E. Hix b. Oct. 6, 1876 m. Chester B. Echols. 
5. Vinnie Ellen Hix b. Dec., 13, 1878 m. D:lvid T. Smith 
6 .. Malcolm Homer Hix bo ·Sept. 5, 1882 m. Minnie Turnbull. 
7. Barris Iavis Hix b .. April 24, 1885. · 

I (6) I.· Benjamin (Ben) F. Barris b. Septa 3, 1852, do Jan 3, 
1943. m" Mary.Ella Johnson- Children: 

· 1. Lorah Lena Barris b. April 24, 1876, m. Benja.m.in 
Robert-Graham 

2. Matthew (Mat) La Harris b. Dec. 14, 1877,- m. 
1st Marrie Cureton m. 2nd Carrie Walton m. 3rd 
Margaret Ferra.bee .. 
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Early Harris Records-

Tlle following Early Barris Records are .from reliable 
sources. Several of the most accepted. records are given. 
The records diffei- slightly, due to the various· sources 
from which they were gathered. All possible proof bas 
been given. The desired proof is lacking in several. cases, 
because the early records were destroyed by fire, especially 
the Hanover County, Virginia records. The records given are 
accepted by the highest authorities on the Virginia Barris 
lines~ All records bave been copied verbatim. 

Early Harris Record- From History of Louisa County Virginia 
. · by Dr. Malcolm H. Harris: p. 330 

"Capt. Thomas Barris, -aged -,a, May 1611 came to Va. · in the 
Prosperous. His wife Adria Osborne came to Va. 1n Nov. 1621 
in the Marmaduke. Be was the patentee of lands 1n ·Henrico 
'Beck of Land' as Curles was once called or 'Longfield' • Be 

was 1n the Indian War of 1622 Burgess for Henrico 1623-39-47. 
Took liis .first patent 1635 & later 1655-58.. Be married his 
second wife, Joane (Gurgamy) supposedly from the .fact that 
:J£dward. Gu.rgarny owned land next to Joane·in 1635, & his.wife 
bequeathed land to Capt. Thos Barris. Children: - s.,· 1st wife 
Adria Osborne 1.. Robert m. · widow Mary Claiborne Rice. By. 2nd 
wife J"oane 2 •. Mary b. 1625, · m .. Col Thos. Liggon- 3. Thomas, 
will 1679- 4. Major William, will 1678. 

Capt. Thomas Harris is said to have been a son o.f Sir 
William Harris of Crixes, Essex, England. He was born 1583. 
Bis mother was Alice Smith, sister· of Sir Thomas or· _Weston 
Banges. His brothers: Sir Arthur, John (Burgess Shirley 
Hundred 1629), William of Lincolns Inn (Brown Genesis p. 913). 

Robert Harris son of Capt. Thos •. & Adria Osbome was born 
ac 1615. He came to Va. ac 1650 & married .Mary Claiborne 
Rice., widow of Edward & dau. of Col. Wm~ Caliborne of King 
William C'o. Tb.ey lived in New Kent Co., that part later 
being Hanover, at the 'Forks' which indicates that they were 
near the junction of the north & south branches of the 
Pamunkey. ( See Claiborne Family by Claiborne) Capt Willi&lil 
son of Robt. & Mary C. Harris w:as born 1669 &.died ac 1730. 
He married Temperance Overton dau. of William &·Mary Waters 
Overton of Hanover Co. She was bom March 2, 1679 & died 
Feb. 10, 1710 (Tombstone Hanover Co.- Overton Family)- _ 
Children: +• Robert b. 1i96- 2o Elizabeth baptised. Nov. 27~ :·: . 
1698 (Sto ~eter's Parish Register)- 3~ George, Baptised 
April 13, 1701 (same)- 4o John, Baptised March 28, 1703 (same)-
5. Tb,omas- 6. William Jr. b. before 1710. William Harris Jr. 
son of Wm. & Temperance Overton was born in Hanover Co. prior 
to 1710. He pa tented lands 1n Louisa Co. as Junior. Bis 
wife was -- Burnett? Children: 1. Benjamin, will Louisa 1765-
2. Frederick, will 1800- 3. Robert m. Mezapina Walton 1799-
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Early Barris Records (Cont'_d) 

4. Overton m. Ann Belson- 5. Jemima m. William Overton-
6. Keziah m. James Nelson 1750- ·7. Tem~rance m. Samuel 
Baker- 8. J(aey m. Edvard Nelson Jr. 1748- 9. Ann m_. William 
Day- 10. John m. Miss Clough- 11. William m. Henrietta Baker. 

Overton son of William was born ac. 1728 1n Hanover Co. 
Be lived at Cedar Hill. He. married Ann Nelson dau. of Edward 
Belson Sr." Children: 1. John O. m. Mary Goodwin '(b. 1763)-
2. Mary m. Gravat Edwards- 3. Fanny m. James Goodwin 4. Tem­
perance m. Thomas Good.win- 5o Jemima- 6. William O. m. Dianna 
Chisman Goodwin- 7. Nelson b. 1757 m. Mary Pryor- 8. Overton 
m. Barbara Wyatt- 9. Martba m. L.1.pscomb. 

Maj"or William Barris, son o:f Capt. Tb.omas &_Joane Gur~rny 
was born 1629 1n Va. He was Burgess :from Henrico Co. 1656-57-58. 
He married Lucy ? • Bis will dated 1678 was proved 1678. 
Cb1.ldren: 1. William, St. Peter's Parish, New Kent Co. m. 
·Mary- will 1694." 2. Edward, New Kent Co. m. Mary will 1694. 
3. Thomas, Henrico Co. m. Sarah will 1730. 4. Timothy m. 
E_l1.z. Wanak Jan 15, 1697. Thomas Barris son of Maj. William 
was born 1669 in Henrico. Be married Mary..:- His v111 1729 
proved 1.,;o (rEtcorc;i-:- Barris, Tlloa. ,· Will Henrico Rec. p. 272 
Oct. 5_, 1729 proved July 1, 1730) Children 1. Thomas Henrico 
Co. 2. James Cumberland Co. 3. Jobn Cumberland Co-. 4. Mary 
m. James -- 5 •. Edith m. Trent, Osborne, Patr1.ck. 6. William 
Pa trick Co. 1794. : 7. Ben jam1n. 8. Sarah Cumberland Co. will 
1753. 9. Phoebe. 10. .Martha m~ Wm. Pasture York Co.· 11. Ann 
m. Booth. Thomas Harris son of Thomas & Mary will dated .March 
18, 1741 Henrico Rec. Probated Aug. 1, 1741 Mentions brothers: 
James, William, Francis, Benjamin, John- Sisters: Martha 
Pasture, Sarah, Ann & mother Mary Harris." 

Early ~rris Record- From Brown's 'The Genesis of the U.S.' 
p. 913 

''Harris, Thomas, gent. *2 Sub. - ; pd l:i 25. This may have 
been son of Sir Willi.am Harris. I tb1.nk it was the person of 
the' name who went to Va. with Lale in 1611, & was living at 
tbe Beck or Land, Charles City 1n Feb. 1625, aged :,8, with 
b1.s wif'e, aged 23." 

"JJarris,· Sir William, **3. Sub. :E:a pd. l:i 75.· o:r Crixith 
and Woodham Mortimer, Essex. Knighted at Wb.1. tehall, July 

· 23, 1603. Died 1n Nov. 1616. B1m~el:f & w1.fe are buried at 
Crixith in Essex. He married Al1.ce, dau. of Thomas Smith of 
Westonbanger in Kent (see Smythe pedigree) & bad by her four 
sons & :rour·daus. namely, Sir Arthur, Willi.am of Lincoln's 
Inn, Thomas·, John, Alice, Mary, Frances & Eliz." 

* Incorporator o:r 2nd Virg1n1.a Charter- Subscribed-
. · paid l:i 25. 

** Incorporator of 3rd Virginia Charter- Subscribed l:i 75 
· · paid l:i 75. - · 

(from- Sandye Administration of 1620~ _list of paid ~P adventurers) 
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Earlz Barris Record- From 'First F8.milies o:r America' Vol. 1 

"Capt. Thomas Barris ·(1573-1658), :from.Wales in the 
Prosperous to Jamestown, Vao 1611; .a :founder of llanakja 
Town, Henrico (now Pow'bat&Il) Coo, Va!.,_ received extensive 
land grants from tbe erowa;.burgess J..023, m. Adria, dau. 
Tb.omas Osborne, who came to Vao with Harris; m. 2nd Joane­
His son Robert Harris or The Forks m. Mrs. .M&l'J' (Claiborne) 
Bice, Jllm. Col. William Claibome, .first sec. Va. Colony." 

Barris Genealogy- Compiled By Gideon Dowse Barris 1914. 

From all the information that I can gather, I am led to 
believe tbat the American Barrises are of one COJIIDOD English 
stocko Tb.e original-seat is said to have been in Wales, in 
the town of Harriston.. Some o:t the Welsh Barrises are said 
to have moved into l'fortheastem Ireland, just across the 
Irish Sea trom Wales. The Insh Barrises became bl.ended. 
with the Scotch, ·and .from the Scotch-Irish Barrises many 
entLgra.ted to the Borthern States ot .America. 

Henrico Couat,:, Virginia Branch-
Captain Thanas Barris- "Hotten's Emigrants" page 20::,· "The 

muster of Thomas Barr:ts"-; Thomas Barris aged :,8, ·came over 
in ship Prosperous, Jlay.1611; Ad.i?:1.a, bis w1fe, aged 2:, years, 
in the Marmaduke in November, 16210 

land Grants to Capt. Thomas Barris-
Henrico COUDtJ": Book 1, Page ::,04, year 1635, 750 acres. 
Book 1, Page 615, 16:,7, 700 acreso Book 1, Page Jt.:,8, 16::,7, 
820 acres. · 

'1"" Capt. Thomas Barris of Henrico County married Adria Osborne, 
....., second wife, Joane Ourgarny. Children "QJ" 2nd wife Joane: 1 .. 

Thomas, who died unmarried- 2. William (Major), who married 
Lucy---, he was a member of the Bouse of Burgesses·l652, 165:,, 
1657 and 1658,· he bad land grants in Henrico County:, Virginia, 
his will was proved in Henrico County, February 1st, 1678

1
:.· ~ his 

children were: Thomas., William and Edward-::,- Mal'J', bom 625, 
married Thomas Lygon .. 
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·Early Barris Record - Barris GenealOQ" (Cont'd) 

Robert Barris, .from Glamorgan, Wales (Son or Capt. Thomas 
Barris-and 1st wife Adria Osborne) 

lt Robert Barris born ac 1630, came from Glamorgan., Wales ae 
1650., and settled on the James in Virginiao He.married ae 
1660 Mary Claiborne Rice., .their son·William married Temperance 
Overton., this couple liv~ on the James., possibly in present 
Albemarle County., records of which.show William Barris o.f 

___ this date., owning property there 1730-17450 
~ William and Temperance Overton Barris had cbildreng 

:;c:!t. A •. Robert born ac 1700. 
:8. ·Overton. 
C. Frederick.· 
D. Temperance. 
E. Keziaho 

·The above son Ao Robert., married Mourning Glenn 1720, Member 
Bouse of Burgesses .from Hanover County., surveyor Louise 
County., Albermarle County militia.,. large land owner. Children 
o.f this'Major Robert and Mourning Glenn Barris areg 

1. Anna . 
2. Christopher., traced in 'History & Genealogy' by 

Wo H. M:tller. 
3. Tyree born 1728., mo Miss CbaIJD&n., 2rid Mary Ann Simpson 

went to Orange County., l'orth Carolina and became high . 
sheri.fto Childreng Nancy, Frances., '17,ree., Simpson., 
Robert, Christopher, Ede and Liddyo 

4. Mary, m .. cousin James .Barriso 
5. Mourning Glenn 
60 Lucy. 
7.. Sarah 
8 Robert born 1741, m. Lucritia Brown. 
9. Rachael 

lOo Francese 
11. William born 1752, m. Miss Michie., Miss 'l'hompson., 

Hannah Jamesono 

This was written in an old book that must have belonged to 
Maj •. Robert -Barris,· as 1 t has accounts da(}ed 1716-1721., but 
it was ~igned by Tyree Harriso It did not give names of 
ma.rrj/4.ge~ for the children of Maj. Robert Barris, but on July 
14th,-1823, it was copied into an old Bible by Cliff Barris, 
son o.f Joel and Anna.P grandson o.f James and Mary. At last 
account these records were in the possession o.f Mrs. G. W. 
·clardy., nee .Malvry Barris, Liberty, Mo., a descendant. The 
eomp;i.ler of these notes bas a letter from ~s. C~rdy with 
this data •. Mr. Frank Rodes, St. Louis, descended from Sarah, 
d&u~ of Maj. Robert Barris., and John Rodes, gives the children 
of William Barris, III above, and also the marriage of Robert 
Barris, and Mary Rice, nee claiborne, . showing how various 
branches o.f the family.agree in their traditions, often without 
having heard anything .from the rest; 
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Early:.Barr:Ls Record 

Barris Family Of Virginia - 1611 to 1914-.'fb.omas Benry_Barris. 

C~pt. Thomas Barris was a member of the Virginia· COllp&DJ: 
1609 he came with Thomas Osborne, to Virginia in 16ll and 
settied on lands now Henrico Countya Captain Thomas Barris, 
aged :,8- tears, arrived 1n the vessel· "Prospel'Olls", 1n Virginia, 
in 11&7 1611, and his vi.fa, Adria Osborne, age 2:,,· in Ioveaber 
1621,. in the vessel "Marmaduke". They.lived at neck of land, 
Charles City ( Cape Charles) • He was second 1n COJ1PDA,nd with 
'l'homas Osborne in the long.war with the Indians in 1622. Be 
was a member o.f the House of Burgesses in 1623-'39-'47, and· 
bad many grants of land, 1655-58. Thomas Barris Gent. (sb 
styled in records of Virginia Company, see Brown's ~nesis of 
U .s.) was a subscribe:r in the second Virginia Corporation and· 
pa.id twenty""'.five pounds. This Thomas Harris was tlaptain in 
the Indian wars and married Adria Osborne. His son Robert 
married the widow Rice, who was Mary Claiborne.! the youngest 
daughter of Col. William Claiborne, the first i:jecretary of. 
the Virginia Colony. His wife was Elizabeth Bristow. William 
Barris, son of this Robert Harris, married Temperance Overton; 
she was five years younger; the daughter of Wi111am Overton; 
his wite was :Peggie Garland. We find that during· the· terms 
o:r Governor Dale from 1611 to· 1616 that Thomas Barris was a 
planter and his first ownership of land by pa.tent was in 1635. 
rn·the Genealogical Count of names of the early Virginia 
~ettlers he was eighth. . 

Court and Colonial records show Major Robert Barris, of the 
"Forksa, who married the widow Rice (who was Miss Claiborne) 
was noted .for bis high sence of honor, his veracity, his b1gb. 
temper, and many of his descendants have inherited.these traits 
of bis strong character. The descendants of this strong­
minded, bard-headed old man and his wife, the elegant gentle­
woman, bave given the States many valuable and usetul citizens. 
Children ot Major Robert Harris and Mary Claiborne Barris (who 
was the widow Rice), one son, William, who married Temperance 
Overton. Her ·children, (1) Robert married Mourning Glenn, 
their Qhildren: Frederick-m. 2nd Catherine Smith, Christophe_r 
m. N~ncy McCord, John m. Margaret Maupin, William m. Malin~ 
Duncan~ .- (2) Overton Barris married Ann Nelson. ('.'5) Frederick 
Barris married Eliza Terrell, daughter or Rieb&~ T~rrell, 
their c~ldren: James Overton m. Ann Fleming, Charles· m. 
Mary Li.pscomb, Richmond m. Henrietta· Berkley, Wi;J..liam killed 
by Indians of Blue Lick Springs, Ky., Frederick m. Catherine 
Smith, George m. Mary Cooke, Harris m. Rhoda TtiomPson, Jem1ma 
m. Wm. Overton, Baney m. _Thomas Holladay. ( 4) Temperance · · 
Harris married - ~r. ·(5) Kesiah Barris m •. James Belson. 
(6) Jemima Harris m. William Overton (.her·cousin). (7) Jlary 
m. · Edward Nelson. ( 8) Anna m •. Wm. !By. ( 9) Jmillia m. Samuel 
lay. (10) Benjamin m. ·----. (11) Ianiel m;. Mary. (12) Moses 
m. ----.· (13) John Barris •rried lilcy·D:Ly, their children: 
Thoinas Temple m .. cousin Frances Overton,.Jobn Overton born in 
Caroline county 1794 m. Barbara w. Terrell (they bad one son, 
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Early ~r1s Record 

Barris Family or Va. (Cont'd) 

who vaa associated with his rather in tine tarm stock), 
William A; m. Miss Norman, Polly mo .N. Borman,· 8al'&h m. M. 
Day, William Overton m. Lucy Butler, Claibome m;. -ry 
Gamlavay (children or Claibome & K&I'J':: Giles, ifarriaon, 
Johll, Tb.eo~osia, William, Claiborne·~ Rhoda, Edmund wbp 
m. Sallie Sanderson Fowler and bad .Nary Constance, Virginia 
Amanda, Nancy, P•tsy, William, Christopher, John, C~iborne}, 
Clement Overton mo ---. Data lost from Clerk's Office during 
Civ:1,1 Var ot Caroline County, which would give. more. 

On Family Ba.mes ot Harris Kin. 

Harris: 
Sir William Barris, of Crixes and Sir Wordbam Mortimer, 

Essex, England, incorporators or third Virginia Charter. 
Sir Thomas Harris· and his wire Alice bad issue ot·eigb.t 

children. lie vas trom Weston Banges 1n Kent Co., England. 
Sir Arthur Barris the eldest son vas a member of the third 
Virginia incorporation charter 1609-1614, was member of 
Parliament. Be was bom 1584 died 1632; .first married Alice, 
a daughter of Sir Henry Mildvay of Grayes, Essex, ·England. 
John Barris born 1588. William Barris, Lincolns Inn, 
Middlesex. Tb.omas Barris, the third son 

Osborne: 
Captain Thomas Osborne 1n 1616 settled in Chesterfield 

county, Va., at Coxendale, and in 1635 took patents tor land 
on Proctor's Creek. He was a Justice of the Peace 1n 1631, 
and mem~er ot Burgesses 1n 1639. Wife's name not found. 
Tb.e Osbome tobacco warehouse, on James Ri:ver, took•its name 
from this fami;ly. 

Cl&ibqPl]e: 
Will-iam ·c1aiborne, a yOUDger son of Earl Claiborne, or 

Westmo~land, England, Lord of tw:o :manol'&l estates~ a cousin 
or t1;ie· Countess of Pembroke. William Herbert Earl, of 
Pem~l'Qke was a nephew or Sir Philip Sidney, a devoted 
·friend of William Shakespeare. Times of Charles I, W1Jl1a.m 
Claiborne appointed as Secretary or State 1n tb.e Colony "OUr 
Kingdom of Virginia"; came to Virginia 1n 1621, prospered 
greatly, acquiring large landed estates,· owned 24,000 .acres 
o:t land in King William county, was member or the ICing's 
Council. Mary.CJ.aibome, his daughter, :married Edward Rice, 
and attar his death she married Major Robert Barris, of' the 
11Forks", in Bar.iover county, Va. (Jobn Fiske's Old Virginia 
and Her Neighbors) 
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Earl7 Harris Record - Family Names o:t Barris Kin (Cont'd) 

Overton: . 
William Overton was l;>om December 3, 1638, at1d married _,ry Waters (vho it was claimed descended .t'rom the celebrated 

Bell Gwynne) on November 24, 16700 He emigrated '.t':rom Eng]and 
and settled in Hanover county, Vao, about the year 1682. 
Their children were- (1) twins, William and Barbara born 1690. 
2. Elizabeth Overton. William Overton ( l) mrftied Peggy 
Garland, their children were~. John m. Jemima Harris; James 
m. Mary Waller; Nancy m .. Richmond Terrell; Barbara m. John 
Carr; Mary m .. Da.vid Cosby; Margaret m .. Mr. Berkley; __ Temper­
ance m. Colo William Harris., the Burgess tor Henrico and 
Hanover Cos. 

Terrell: 
· Children o:t Richmond (Richard) Terrell and Nancy Overton: 
1. Eliza m .. Frederick Harris; 2 .. James; 3., William m. Patsy 
Winston; 4. Ann m .. Col .. Zachary Lewis; 5 .. Samu.el; 6 .. .Nary m. 
Garrett Minor; 7. Richard m. Lucy Carr; 8. Barbara m. Aaron 
Fontain; ·9. Rebecca m .. Nicholas Merr.1.wether. Most o:t these 
lived 1n Louisa Couoty, Va .. 

Wyatt: 
Overton Barris married Barbara Wyatt, daughter o:t Richard 

WJ&tt and Ann Chiles, ~camber 20, 1798. He was bom 
November 29.1.. 1767 and died Oc_tober 9, 181:,. Their cbJ..ldren: 
Amelia Ann .tJ&rris married Samuel B. White; John WJ&tt Barris 
married Judith Cox or Russellville, Alabama. 

Harris Records - From History & Genealogies - By W. H. Miller 

Robert Barris~ . 
One Robert Barris of Wales, {1630-1700) about 1650, married 
Mrs. Mary Rice nee Claiborne, who was a daughter· ·or Secretacy 
William Claiborne who came to Virginia with Geo~e Wyat·t in 
1621.· William Claiborne was born in 1587, and died 1n 1676 11 

_he married Elizabeth Butler .. He·was secretary o.t' State 1n 
Virginia in 1625-1635, 1652-166011 Treasurer in 1642-1660. 
Surveyor Genr'l in 1621-1625a He was .a Justice ot the Peace 
ot York and Northumber-land in 1653. Member or the Council 1~ 
16230 In 1629 he commanded an expedition against the Indians; 
amU-n in 1644 .. In the Northampton records, April 1653, is an 
order referring to the worship.ful Colonel William Claiborne 
E'flq. Deputy Governor .. To Robert Harris and Mary Claiborne 
Harris was born in 1752, a son Wi.llia.m· Barris.· They came to 
America, and settled in the Colony of Virginia, on the James 
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River, near Weyanoke. Tµe said Willi.am llarris married . 
Tempe~ce Over~on, a daughter of a wealthy tobacco grG?Wer, 
William Overt~n, and .Nary Walters, bis wife. William Overton 
was a son or Colonel --- Overton, who c9JDlll&Qded a Brig&d• 
or Irop ~ides ~er Olive~ Cromvell. · · · 

W~ll~ Barris- son or Robert ~rris and Mary Cl&iborne~ 
'?be above mentioned William Harris became also a t~b&cconist, 
.l'&ising and de•ling in tba t weed, which at tba t time vas · a 
medium or exchange, and became fairly well orr in this world's· 
goods 6 but he died before he reached old age. From this · 
emigrant,· sprang our American family, which is noted tor 
eonrage,; brain, strength, industry, endurance, honest7, and 
influ,ence; many have held high positions 1n political, eco,n_­
omical, &gricultural, and cODD1ercial industry, 1n· the ministry 
tearless, but God-tearing servants, in various branches or 
learing, in the a:rmy, 1n tbe navy, and 1n every calling and 
profession, some noted lawyers, some famous physicians, some 
humorous and learned writers. William Barris died March 8, 
1687, at the age or tb1rt7 f"i ve -years. His remains were 
'buried in an old Colonial church at We-yanoke on tbe Julie~ 
River. To William Barris and his wife Temperance Overton 
were born three sons: Christopher Harris, Major Robert 
Barris, O~erton Harris. . 

** Major Robert Ba~ris- son of William Harris and Temperance 
- - Overton. 
Major Robert Harris was born about 168- 1n Vim!Dia. Re 
•rried Mourning Glen {Mourning Glenn). He took up land 
in Brown's Cove in Albermarle County 1n 1750. Be _was one 
of the early settlers on Doyle's River. He obtained patent 
tor more than 3000 acres in that vicinity. He died 1n 1765. 
Bis will bears date June 18\ 1765, probated Aug. 8, 1765 
(Will at end of' this recordJ. Major Robert Barris and 
Mourning Glenn bad ten. children: l._ Christopher m .. 1st Mary 
Dabney, 2nd Agnes McCord. 2. Robert Barris, was a Captain 
of Virginia state militia in the Revolutionary war, m. 
Luc,r.etia Brown, dau •· of Benjamin Brown and S&rah Dabney or 
Albemarle. Be emigrated to Surry Count7, 11.C. where he. 
died in 1796. 3. Ty:t-e Barris, emigrated to Caswell C.o. , B. C •. 
4. James m. Mary Harris of Albemarle d. 1792. · 5. Willa. 
Harri~ m •. Hannah Jameson d. 1776. 6. Lucy.· 7. Sarah.· 
8. a girl. 9. Mourning. 10. Elizabetb •. 11. Nanc:,-. -12· •. .Anna 

. . 
Over-ton Barris- son or William Barl'is and 'l!emperance ov.,rton. 

Ovf;trton Barris was a younger brother of' Major Robert Barris or. 
Albermarle. He •rr1ed Anne Belson, and of' tbeir children 
there is only record or one son, Nelson Barris m . .llary !Tior 
and lived at Buck Bill in Louisa Co., Va. (or their children 
only one son named, Hilary Barris m. Phoebe Ann Hobson and 
lived 1n Powhatan Co., Va.) 
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** Will ot Major Robert Barris on page 8 •. 
!-'In the name or God, Amen. I Robert Barris of the County or 
Albemarle, being or perfect·mind, and memory., do make and 
ordain this my last will and testament, in manner and form 
following: first and principally I recommend my soul to God., 
who gave it me., not doubting but through the merits or rq 
blessed savior to have full pardon and remission or my sins., 
and my body., I recommend to the earth from whence it came., 
to be burried in such manner as my executors hereafter named 
shall see tit. And as touching such temporal estate as it 
bas pleased God to bestow on me, I give and dispose of in 
manner and form toll owing. Impr1mis:: I give and bequeath 
to my son Christopher Harris.forty acres of' woodland., ground 
lying and being in the county of Albemarle, on a large spur 
ot the Blue Ridge ot Mountains near to a place commonly called 
and known by the name or the 'Bear cornfield', to him and his 
heirs and assigns forever. 

Item: I give and bequeath to my son, William Harris., at'ter 
the decease of' my loving wife, Moming ~Mouming)·B'arris, all 
the land which I hold in the county of Albemarle to him and 
his heirs forever·. 

Item:· I leave to my loving wife Mouring Harris, the ~ole 
use and benefit of all the lands and plantations during her 
natural lite, which is above given to my son, William Barris 
after her decease. -

Item: I leave to the said loving wife., the sole use and 
benefit during her natural life, six slaves, that is to say, 
Harry., Peter, Dick, Aaron, men, Patta and Nancy, women. 

Item: · My w1.ll and desire is, after the decease of' '1ll3' wife, 
. tba t if' my negro man, Barry should be then 11 ving, ·. in tba t 

case I give and bequeath the said Harry, to my- son, Robert 
Barris, junior., to him and his heirs. 

Item: My will and desire is, after the decease·or my wife, 
that if' my negro man, Peter, should be then living, in tbat 
case I give and bequeath the said Peter to my- son, Tfre Barris, 
to h1m and his heirs. 

Item: My will and desire is, after the decease of llfY" wife, 
that it_ my other four negroes, Dick and Aaron, men, and Patt.a 
and Nanny·, women, be then 11 ving I g1 ve and bequea t~ them and 
their increase to my son, William Barris, to him and his heirs. 

Item: My will and des1.re is, that if' my son, William Barris 
should die before he attains the lawful age, or without issue, 
tbat 1n that case he the said William Harris should be further 
educated, the charges thereof shall be paid out of the estate 
given him, after the whole being sold, by my execut_ors herein 
after named, and the remainder of the money arising from such 
sale be equally divided amongst all my children or their legal 
representatives. 

Item: My will and desire is, that my son Wil.liam Barris 
to be under the tuition, direction and government or my son-in­
law~ John Rodes, until he shall atta1.n· to lawful age. 
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(nu ot Major Hobert Barris cont'd) 

Item: I give and bequeath to my loving wite, when all my 
lawful debts and tuneral expenses is paid all the residue ot 
1lfJ' es~te, be it ot whatever nature or qual~ty soever, to 
he.:-:and her heirs forever I do constitute and nominate and 
appoint my sons-in-law, Jobn Rodes and William Shelton, to be 
·1111 executors ot tb1.s rrry- last will and testament. As witness 
-, band ~nd seal tb1.s eighteenth day ot June ·in tbe year ot 
Our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and sixty five. 

signed- Robert Barris (L.5.) 

Signed, sealed, etc., in the presence of IlEi.niel Maupin, 
J'obn Mullins, James Willi~ ~upin, Courtley Jtlullins. 
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Early Barris Records- From W. Lee Barris, Recognized 
Authority on Virginia Harrises. 

Lebanon, Tennessee 
August 1950 
For Mrs. Cecil Bays ot Chattanooga, Tennessee 

HAHRIS_ -_One stra:Lght line as gleaned .from such data 
. as Valintine papers, Overton Papers, Claiborne 

Pa~rs, and a Journal written by Thomas Barris 
(16) previous to 1784, and E.S. Stuart in 1896, 
and backed up by court records. 

Thomas Harris (No. 16) son of Thomas Harris (No. 7) was born 
some place near "The Forks" and lived 1n Hanover Co. Va. from 
1713 to about 1755, then moved to Amelia Co. which was 
included in Prince Edward Co. a.fter 1754 to live till his 
death 1782-84. Some .time before his death he wrote· tb&t he 
called a journal, which appeared to be an autobiograpb., diary, 
or what you may call it. In his account there were ancestors, 
descendants, few locations, few dates, and a variety ot items. 
But he did not document his article. In this journal he bad 
his will, and it was .fowid in Prince Edw:ard Co. word tor word 
in Will Book 1, page 339. Some time after his death his neice, 
Elizabeth Harris, who is my ancestor, made a copy ot much ot 
the journal, expeoialj:7 the lists ot the· family. lier son· 
Giq.eon Barris brought this copy to Tennessee 1n 1810, t11M 
it away with his important papers, there to be buried.deeper 
year by year. Arter his death these papers were nailed· up·~-
and not disturbed .for many yearso Finally this box or papers 
f'ell into my hands and have been exam1.nedo I, bis great grand­
son, towid receipts, contracts, th1.s account, ·and· arithmetic 
copy in· long band, and many items o.f lesser interesto 

. . 

My father and uncle became interested in this Harris data, and 
suggested that I analyze, organize, and make available to the 
family. It was more di.fficult that we thought at first, and· 
it bas never b,en finishedo After organizing the material my· 
first task was to see what others had written on·this ·s~bject, 
and to examine what :few records that had been saved in the 
places where these people bad lived. My interest increased 
as this task proceeded, because no contradictions were found 
and many coroberations were found.· They were ident1.tied by 

wills, land transfers, grave stones, and old bibles, also 
church records, parish registersj and list of soldiers. So 
my confidence in this account is very strong as far as it 
goes, and my regret is that it does not go far enough. 

· HERE IS "WHAT I HA.VE BEEN ABLE TO GET 
· (brleriy outlined descent) 

"Sometime in the early settlement ot Jamestown Thomas Harri.a 
(No. 0) emigrated .from W"ales to the colony or Jamestown 1n 
Virgini&o There he settled, married twice and reared a 



Harris - Page 12. 

Early Harris Records- From w_. Lee Barris (Cont'd) 

a ·family of three sons and one daughter. ;Ele arrived 1n· 
America 1611, his first wire, Adria Osbome, in November 
1621. Accord.1.ng to an affadavit he made before the land 
office· to secure an allotment or land, she was dead before 
September 1626. 

Thomas Barris married a second time to Jaane Gurgarny by 
Adria bad two children:-

(1) Robert Harris wed. widow Mar·y Rice whose maiden 
name was Mary Claiborne. -

!2l Mary Barris wed. Col. Thomas Ligon 
3 Thomas Harris, Jr. 
4 William Harris wed. Lucy ---

It seem~ to be agreed among writers that the first two 
children were of Adria, and that the last two were of Joane. 
~ere is no agreement as to the date of Robert's birth but 
I have estimated it as between 1621 and 1626, probably about 
1623. Mary ( 2) was born 1625, Thomas ( 3) was b_orn 1629 
and Wtlliam (4) was born later, some say as late as 1638. 

- . 

Robert Haa:ris (1) wed. widow Mary Rice, said to have been 
the widow·or Edward or Edmund Rice. She was the daughter 
or Wi1liam Claiborn and sister of Th.omad & William Claiborne. 
Tb.ey formerly owned the land on which she was Robert ma.de 
their home at "The Forks". Several writers have mentioned 
one child. only and that was William who married Temperance 

. Overton. But I notice that E.S. Stuart in 1896 says that 
there may have been other children as he found sevel'll 
Harris families arourid the headwaters of York River·claiming 
to be- descendants of Mary Claiborne & Robert Harris. ·Also 
I notice that Dr. Malcolm H. Harris who lives there and has 
practiced medicine over all this locality says that it is 
interesting that Harrises claiming to be from Robert and 
Mary were not descended through William and Temperance. He 
wonders why some one had not produced an authentic list of 
the children of that ~ir. My 11st coming from Thomas Harris 
(16 written before 1784 shows the following: 51 William Harris wed. Temperance Overton in 1696 

6 Two daughters - Mary and Judith 
7 Thomas Harris wed Mary Giles 
8 John Harris wed. Ma:ry Stanlei 

Robert Harris, Jr. (not sure) 

·Thomas Harris (7) wed. Mary Gileso He grew up and married 
around the forks, was noted as tithable in St. Paul P. went 
up Little River with William, John & Robert, Jr. Took out 
patents and settled on Cubb Creek previous to.1723. Bought 
land on Bull Swamp from his brother Wm. Killed by an Indian 
1725. Their children were:- · 
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l,15) William wedo · ( name doubt.:rul.) 3 children. 
(16) 'l'b.omas Barris., Jro wed. Elizabeth Lindsey. lloved 

trom Cubb C:reek in 1750 to Amelia Co • ., which was 
included 1n Prince Edward Co. in 1754. Will., Prin. 
Bwd. Co. Book 1, page 339. 

(17) lll.vid Barris wed. widow Richardson whose maiden 
· name was· Jane Landyo Lived in Hanover, land deal.a 

in Prin. Edw. and other counties. Settled his two 
sons - Giles and Lewis in Prin. F.dw. 1.765. Died 
about 1777. 

(18) George Harris 
(19) John Harris weda Mary Tinsley, marr.ied and lef't Cubb 

Cre$k 1n Hanover Co. in 1748., settl.ed on land between 
Buf'falo River and Fall Cr. then in Amelia., but later 
included 1n Prince Edw. A few years later his 
brother Tb.omas (16) settled on land adjoining. 

(20) Stephen Harris wed. and bad a family in Hanover. 
(21) Claiborne (Ned) Ha,rris, He was on Thomas' ·(16) l.iJt 

· as younge_st son, but we have not been able. to ide!Jti.ty 
h1m associating with-his borthers. · 

Iavid Harris., third son of Thomas (7) was wed to Mrs. Richard­
son, said to bave been the wife of Mark Richard.son who was 
a partner with David in Land Company. Her maiden name was 
Jane Landy. Their children were given as:- · · 

(22) Giles Harris weda widow Chandler,· ma_iden name Ann Gray. 
Tbey bad three sons,- Edmond 1770, Claiborne 1772 
and Obediah 1774. . · · 

(23) Lewis Barris wed his cousin, El.izabeth Barris. Tb.ey 
moved from Cubb Croon Little River in 1765 to Prince 
Edw. had eight children to be listed later on in this 
paper. 

John Barris, son of Thomas ( 7) married Mary Tinsley. See 
Bo. 19 above. Tb.air children were:- · 

(24} Elizabeth Barris wed her cousin Lewis Harris, the 
· son of David Barris (17) · 

(25) _lBvid Barris wed Ann Watkins _ 

Lewis (23) and El.izabeth (24) first cousins·married and, reared 
a family of eight children 1n Pr.in. Edw. ·coa, Va. · 
· (29) Giles Barris wed Elizabeth Thurman .:..-s1x·sons and 

three daughters moved to Madison Co. , Ga. 
(::,()) John Barris wed Elizabeth Winn, moved to Tenn. 1D 

1810, lived on Cumberland River owning land in both 
Sumner and Wilson Counties. 4 sons and 3 daughters. 

(31) .Patience Barris married David Amold in Prin. Edw. 
county and there 1:1.ved, dying before 1818. Istt two 
sons and two daughters. 

( 32) Lewis Barris Jr. called Nat. wed Anna Wright. Finally 
settled 1n Maury Cow Tenn in 1820. They bad no children. 



Barris - Page 14. 
Early Barris Records- From 1t!- Lee Barris (Cont'd) 

(:,:,) Gideon llarris wed Martha _ Gilliam 1n Pr~. Bdv. ·Co. 
Va. , 1805, moved to Sumner Co. , Tenn. 1810, to 
Wlls~n Co., Tenn. in.1812, to ll&Ul'J" Co., Tenn. 1n 
1820, and there died 1860. Their cbildren·vere;­
noted later on ill this -

(:,4) Kary Barris, died while yollDg lady before 1818. c:,s-J Jane Barris called Polly born 1780, died 1829. She 
never married but cared for her mother till her 
death 1n 1818, then lived with her brother John. 

(:,6) David Barris, youngest child born 1781., mrried llary 
Jesse in Prin. Edw. Co., Va. 1n 1820, moved to Maury 
Co., Tenn. that same year. 

Gideon Jrarris and his wire Martha Gilliam married Dec. 25, 
1805 1n ·Pr1n. Edw. Co • ., Va. with the coµsent or her :rather, 
J~s Gilliam, witnessed by John Gilli&111. -Tt;Le7 lived with 
8ideon r·s widowed mother, Elizabeth, 1n Prin, ~dv. Co. unt1.l 
1810 wben Barrises., Gilli&ms, Meadors, Cre~B;SYB &Ild ·others 
lett V•ugban ~r. 1.n_Pr1n·Edw ror Tenn. in the f'all ot 1810. 
Gideon and Martha stayed in Sumner one yea.r.,·then a tev miles 
-over Cullberl.and River in Wilson Co. tor about eight ,aars. 
In 1820 tbe7 moved to Maury c·o. Tenn. and there · settled tor 
lif'fJ. Their cb1.ldren were:- -

[57) ~ces Hopkins Barris 1807-1863., .married tv1.ce to 
Steele· and to Moore. She 11 ved in Maury Co. -- -

(:,8") David Rice Barris 1808 - 1873, marr1.ed twice to 
·- Rebecca· Dillard and to Elizabeth Roberts. He 11 ved 

.ln Bardin Co., Tenn. at Selma. 
(39) Elizabeth Levis Barris 1809-1885., marrie~ John Vincent. 

Llved "1Il Maury and Marshall and reared a lazage tamil7. 
(40) James Gill~ Harris 1811-1~82, married· three times 

to Mary Ann Iaugherty., to Malissa Lowrance, and to 
Susan A. Bill. Lived on farm adjoining his :rather, 
was his administrator, and kept the box ot papers 
preVJhousl7 referred to so otten. He bad a veey large 
tamil7 ot children:- Listed rartber on in this paper. 

(-41} Gideon Lindsey Harris 1813 - 1896, married three times 
to Luc7 Ledbetter, Catherine McDa.niel.z. and Mrs. Maggie 

_ Penn7 Harrison. He 11 ved in Mcllairy uo. , ~enn. and 
reared a large tamily. -

(42) Giles Gla1.borne Harris 1815-1889 was married three 
times, when 21 y-ears or age, he went to Sumner Co. to 
be vi th his Barris and Gilliam kin. There he -married 
1st to Catber1.ne Meador., 2nd to Sarah Bavld.Ds., 3rd to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Woods Davis. He reared a veey large 
tamil7 in Sumner Co. , Tenn. · 

·(43) John Gardner Barris 1817-1892 married Susanna London 
. moved to Perey Co. Tenn. and they reared one daughter. 

(44) S&rah-G. Barri.a 1823-1854 marr1.ed W. F. Baxter, lived 
· in .Marshall Co., Tenn. Died-after baving one child. 
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( 45) .Martha Jane Barris 1826-1914 married W. Fa Baxter 
at'ter the death of her sister, Sara G. Five sons 
and one daughter blessed this union. 

James Gilliam Harris (40) son of Gideon and Martha, was 'JffY" 
grand :rather. Be was named for his grand.f"ather, James Gilliam. 
James Gilliam lived on adjoining rarmes to his father 1n what 
became .Marshall Coo a:fter its formation in 18:,6. Be bad a 
large.family composed of two sets of children. Bis .first 
wife, Mary- Ann Dlugherty was the mother or~ -

(535·) · Sarah Elizabeth Harris 1832-1893 married 1st Kerr., 
2nd Graves. 

{536) Mary Tinsley Harris 1834-1897 married 1st to Dilebay., 
- . 2nd to Brown. 

(537) ·Martha Jane Harris 1835-1915 married Batey 2nd to 
Stinsona 

(s,8) Elizabeth Lewis Harris died age one year. 
(539) G1deon Lewis 1839-1862, killed in battle at Pery-ville., 

Ky o f1ght1ng in So o Conf. -· 
(540) John Hopkins Harris 1840-1847. Died at age of 7 years. 
(541) Nancy Bennett Barris 1841-1889 married Rufus W. 

Kittrell. 
(542) France·s Carolyne Barris 1843-1919 married C.D. _Ritchie 
(543) Aurelia Annie Harris 1845-1919 married Jasper Peeler. 

. . 

Susan A. Hill, 3rd wi.fe was the mother of g . 
· (554) James Clanton Harr.is 1848-1913 married Nancy Gibson 

{555") William Thomas Harris 1853-1913 was married 1st to 
· Martha Elizabeth Garrett, 2nd to Clara B. Hunter. 

This is the father of the writer. . 
(556) Robert Claiborne Harris 1856-191.5., married Mary Ann 

Perry. 
(557) John Lindsey Harris 1856-1934 married Elnora R. Phillips 
(558) Iavid Tinsley Harris 1860-1939 married 1st. Lula 

· Mayberry, 2nd to Mrs. Zilla Simmons Kirby. 

William Thomas Barris (555) 1st wii"e Martha Elizabeth Garretts, 
Married Nov. 18, 1874 in .Marshall Co~, Tenn. 2nd to Clara B. 
Bunter'l893 in Marshall Coo Tenno 

( 873) William Lee Harris 1875- married Miss Nell Dale 
Ft,rrell Fe:t,ruary 8, 19b6, at Lebanon, Wilson Co • ., Tenn. 

(874) John Brice Barris died at age 15 yrs. 
(875) Gilliam Garrett Harris 1885- 1918 married Miss Beula 

Holman of Lincoln Co., Tenno 
(876) Hunter Hill Harris 1896- son of.' Clara B. Hunter., 

2nd wife. He. married Kimmie John son. 

!877l Thomas Earl Harris 1898- married Bessie Reavis. 
878 Clarles Robert Barria 1900-1930 never married 
879 Dovie Florine Harris 1903 - married Walter Ewing 

Pinkston .. 
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It is not only possible but highly probable that you belong 
to this :f'amily descending :f'rom Robert and Mary through Thomas 
(7) and his yOUDgest son, Claiborne. · 

Most all Barrises seem to be descended tram Colonial stock 
coming from one of' three sources:- John Barris or Penna. 
who was the founder of' Harrisburg· Thomas Harris or Isle 
of' Wight Coo, Va., was there in 1t50; and Thomas Harris, 
probably the fi.rst to come was here 1611 at Jamestown. 
We are from the latter. · 

W. Lee Harris u 
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A CHART SHOWING THE REr.ATIOB BENEEN THOJIAS ( 10) & THOMAS ( 7) 

Thomas Harris ( O) . . 
Welsh emigrant m. Adria Osborne, 

• nd Joan Ollrgaffl7 ,L · 
Thomas Barris (3) Robert B'arz-is (1) 
will 1679, Henrico m. widow Rice _...,._ 

(Mary Claiborne) 

William Hal'ris (4) 
mo Lucy- ---

.Mazay Barris (2) 
mo Colo Thos. Ligon 

will 1678, Henrico 4 Children . 

William Barris (9) 
mo M. Averes 
land in Hanovel' 

Th.omas Barl'is (10) 
m. Mary. ---
will 1729, Henrico 

Edward Bal'ris (11) 
lived 1n New Kent 

Timothy Harris (12) 
lived in New Kent 

Thos o Harris, m-.. Sarah Bailey 
lived--, will, Henrico· · 
James Harris, m. U~Ho Flourney 
will in Cumberland Coo 
Johll Barris, Cumbo Coo m .. ---
1 son John 
lla:ry Harris mo Mro James 
Edith Barris m. Trent, 

Osborne, & Patrick. 
Wm. Samu.el Harris, Baptist 

preacher, Burgess, Patrick Coo 
mo Miss Osborn 

Ban j. Harris, mo Ann Epps, Cumb. 
& Powhatan Coso 

Sarah Barris, will Cumb. Col 

Wllliam Harris ( 5 r 
m. Temprnc Overton 
will 1733, Ha.novel' 

Mary & Judith (6) 
no record 

Thomas Harris (7) 
m • .Mary Giles --
killed in Banovel' 

J'ohn ~rris (8) 
mo Mary Stanley 
lived in Ha.novel' 

Revert Bal'ris (Ba) 
m. Lizzie Turner 

William Harris (15) 
m.-- lived & left children 
1n Hanover. 
Thom. Harris (16) m. Elizo 
Lindsey moved to Prin. Edw. 
David Harris (17) m. Jane 
Landy, lived 1n Hanovel' 
Geoo Harris (18) m --- . 
lived Hanover 
John Harris ( 19) m. Mary 
Tinsley moved to Prin. Edv. 
Claiborne Barri.a ( 21) 
cal~ed Bed. · 

Martha Harris, m. Pasture in Cumberland Coo 
Ann Harris, mo Mr o Booth 
Phoebe Harris, Cumba Coo 
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Will of Thomas (16) Barris- (Who'e Journal.is given~ in part, 
1n these record.SJ 

Prince Edward County, Virginia, Clerk's Office: 

Will Book No. 1, Page 339: Will or THOMAS HARRIS: 

In the name of God, Amen, This Twnety-sixth day or July 1782 
I TB.OMA.8 BARRIS or Prince Edward County, being weak of body, 
but o? 8Qund mind, memory and Understanding, do make constitu~e 
and declare this my last Will and Testament in Manner and form 
following. That is to say first I. will and order that all ·. 
m, just Debts and funeral expenses be discbargeq and pa.id oft 
as soon as conveniently may be after my Decease by my Executors 
hereafter named -

Item, I five and bequeath to my true and well-beloved wife 
Elizabeth the plantation whereon I now _dwell containing One 
hundred and fifty acres less or more, for her a.nd her heirs 
forever, also my Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Bogs, household 
furniture and implements of husbandry, to her and her heirs 
etc. forever and no moreo 

Item, I will and order if any or my estate be left after my 
wife Elizabeth Deceases to be equally divided-amongst my 
children (to wit) !avid, John, Peterjl Shurred, Elizabeth and 
Judith to them and,their heirs forever etco and no more. 

Lastly, I nominate, Constitute and appoint my wife Elizabeth 
and David Barris Executors or this my last will and.Testament. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my band and seal the 
Date above written . 

Signed, sealed and ackcowledged by the s'd Thos. Barris to be 
his ·1ast will and Testament in presence of us 

John Simmons 
Joseph Simmons 
Ricli&rd·Peek 

Bis 
Thomas X Harris 

Mark 

At a Court held for Prince Edward County Feb1•ua."ry 16, l 784, 
This last Will and Testament of Thomas Hartis deceased was 
presented in Court and proved by.two of the witnesses thereto 
and ordered to be recoroed. On the motion of Elizabeth Barris 
and Iavid Barris Executors therein named who gave 1:rond and took . 
the oath required by Law, Certificate for obtaining a probat 
thereof in due form is granted them. 

Testeo F. Watkins, C.C. (Seal) 
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Early lla~ris Record.-

Cow of 19:,6 letter to W'o Lee Harris from .rudge M. IC. Harris 
{giving Claiborn as name or Thomas' youngest son) 

Jrl. K .. Harris HARRIS & BA'!BURST 
L .. Bo Hayhurst 
Rue Ca Gibson 

Attorneys at law 
Fresno, California 

Mr. w a Lee Harris 
Superintendent or Schools 
Gallatin, Tennessee 

Dear Sir~-

January 5, 1936 

"Your letter of December 15 calling attention to 
errors 1n my little book almost arroused the ire in me, but 
having come across an account by one _Thomas Harris of Prince 
Edward County Virginia written in the form of a diary., I 
thought I would fall in line with you., I found this paper 
in tbe family of Walker who claim to be descedants of this 
Thomas Harris who wrote the account and also left a will in 
said countya It seems that the family came west long ago., 
and brought the diary with them or parts of it. This 
acc·ount so nearly parallels your statement that I am con­
vinced and have cooled off. You should have- been a lawyer 
the way you si.ft evidence and reach conclusions·. 

In this paper I find that Robert Barris was in early lif'e 
a sailor, but finally settled in Va. Both your account and 
this one name the children of Thomas lie but I note one 
discrepancy. This paper I have gives the name or the youngest 
child as Claiborne while you give the same names except name 
of the last one as Ned. This may have been a kind or nickname 
used .by the family.. And this may account tor the f'act that 
you have never been able to identify him among his brothers. 

I am now very sorry that: ever wrote the little book that I 
sent youa If I were some twe:cty years younger I would write 
another and more complete one. 

The source or William & Temperance must have come from the 
Overton papers~ and they were interested in only Willi&Jb is 
the reason no other children or Robert were in the lista I 
am descended trom-William and Temperance and you will find 
many of my line 1n Sumner and Dyer counties, Tennessee.. Yet 
several of them have come west and are 1n Califomia .. " 

I sball be h&ppy to t-...ear from you any time. . 
Mo Ko Harris (signed) 

Note:: 
This is a copy made 
by W. Lee Harris Jana 11~, 19520 



Granville Coo, N~C. Records 

DEED - Granville Coo, NoC. 

Claborn Harris 
to 

Barr:1-s Ogilvie 

JC,. 

Harris - Page 22. 

Book o, Page 53-4 

THIS Ilf.DEN•IDRE Made the 6th day of November in the Year 
o:t Our Lord Christ One Thousand Seven Hundred & Eighty Seven 
Between Claburn Barris & his Juda of Granville County in the 
State or North Carolina o:t the one pa.rt & Barris Ogilvie of 
tbe other part W'itnesseth that we the sd Clabom Barris & 
his wife Juda hath·:tor & in consideration of the sum or One 
Hundred pounds good & lawful money or the State of North 
Carolina bath bargained sold made & confirmed unto the sd 
Harris Ogilvie his heirs & assigns forever One hundred & . 
Twenty acres or land be the same more or less lying in 
Granville County on both sides of Pauls Creek Beginning at 
Samu.el Barris' corner at red oak on Pauls hill turning North 
to two pines thence by Barris's line forty eight poles to 
two red Oaks thence his line.thirty pole to a red Oak hickory 
thence by Potters line east to a corner red Oak near the branch 
thence a direct line to IAvid Barris' line to a white Oak: & 
a· sassafras thence along the sd Harris's line to Freemans 
Corner thence along Free:mans line to his Corner pine thence 
squth to a black Jack in the head of a glade thence W'es·t · · · 
forty poles to a black Jack thence North one hundred pole to 
a black jack thence east forty pole to the beginning To have 
hold & peaceably to enjoy the sd One hundred & Twenty acres 
of land be the same more or less with all houses gardens & 
all other appertaining to the sd land & bargained premises 
to the only use and behoof of him the sd Harris Ogilvie his 
heris or assigns forever·rrom the claim right or title or the 
sd Claborn Harris or his wife Juda their heris or assigns or 
any other person or persons from or under them the sd Claborn 
Harris & his wife Juda In witness whereof the sd Claborn 
Harris & his Wife Juda bath set their hands & af:tixt their 
seals the day & year above written 

Claborn Harris 

Judith Harris 

Sign'd S~aled & _Delivered; 
in presence of us 

John 'fipet 
Granville County Nov Court AvDo 1787 

Claborn Harris ack this Deed to be his act & d.ded wb.1.ch was 
ordered to be Registered 

Teste 
Truly Regd. P.M. Satterwhite PR Reuben Searcy, C.C. 
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GMnt-Eal'l Gl'anv.ille to Claiborn Barris 1754 
(this is father of. Benjamin Harris, d. 1833) 

THIS INDENTU.tm: made the twenty fourth day ~f October in 
the yeal' of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty four 
and in the XXVIIith yea!' of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
George the s~cond by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland Ireland Kind Defender of the faith. Between the 
Right, Honorable John Earl Granville Viscount Cal'taret and 
Baron Cartaret of Havns in the County of Bed.ford in the King­
dom of Great Bl'itain Lord Provident of h~s Majesty's most 
honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the most Noble Order 
of the Garter of the·one part and Claiborn Barris of Grandville 
County in the Province of North Carolina Planter of the other 
part, wmumAS his said most excellent Majesty King Geol'ge the 
Second in and by a certain Indenture bearing date the seven­
teenth day of September in the Eighteenth Year of his reign 
and the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred 
and forty four and made between his said most excellent 
majesty of the one part and the said John Earl Granville by 
the Name Stile and-Title of the right honourable John 
Lord Carteret of the other part Did for the consideration 
therein mentioned give and grant.release ratify and confirm 
unto the said F.arl (by the name of John Lord Carteret.) and 
his heirs and Assigns forever a oertain District Territory -
or parcel of Land in the Province of North Carolina in America 
and all the Sound, Creeks, Havens ports rive:rs streams and 
other Royalties, franchises, privileges a~d Immunities within 
the same as they are therein set out allotted and granted and 
confirmed to the said John Earl Granville by the name of one 
eighth part of the Provinces of South and No:rth Carolina as 
by -the said Indenture duly Enrolled in the High Court of -
Chancery in Great Britain and the Secreta:ry's Office of the 
Province of North Carolina relation being thereunto bad will 
amongst other things more .fully and at large appear 
NOW THIS INDENTURE Witnesseth that as well for and in Consider­
ation of the Sum qf th...~e shillings proclamation money to the 
said John Earl Granville in hand paid by the said Claborn Barris 
at or before the Ensealing and Delivery of these presents the 
Receipt whereof he the said Ea~l doth hereby acknowledge, as also, 
for and in Consideration of the Rents Covenants Exceptions 
Privileges and Agreements hereinafter mentioned reserved and 
contained, and by and on the part and behalf of the said Claborn 
Harris his heirs and Assigns to be paid performed observed and 
kept he the said F.arl hath given granted bargained sold and 
Canfirmed and by these presents doth from himself and his heirs 
Give Grant Bargain Sell ~nd Confirm untc the said Claborn Harris 
his heirs and assigns forever all that piece and parcel of land 
situate lying and being in the Parrish of --- and County of 
Granville in the Province of North Carolina in America on both 
sides of Little Ruin Creek Beginning at a pine.East side the 
said creek thence running South 300 poles .to a White Oak thence 
East 160 poles to a pine then~e Nor~h 300 poles to a pine thence 
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Grant- Earl G~anville to Claibo~n Harris 1754 (Cont'd) 

West to the beginning ~ont.a.ining in the whole 300 aczaes of Land, 
All which pl'emlses ~re mo:r-e pa:rticule.!"ly dese·r!bed and set f"orth 
in the plan or Map thereof hereunto annexed together vit~ all 
woods Unde::Yocds Timbe~ a~d T!mbe~ trees Lakes Ponds Fishing 
Waters Water ~oureea Profits Co?nmcdi7-ies Appurtenances and 
Bereditamenta 'Whatsoever ~he~eunt~ belonging or in anywise 
appertaining togs~te~ with the p~!vllege-E cf hunting Hawking 
and Bowling and of taking J:a t -:,lling and making use of all sol'ts 
of Game in and upc-n tr-&'6 pree:ui.se~. ~.1.'=<.:-eby grac:,ed and all Mines 
and Mine~al~ whatsoever the=-ein :.o be found (ex~ept and always 
reserved out of tlu.s pre-sent Gran~ 11~to the King 1 ~ most excell­
ent Majesty his heirs and S·i.i.::-oese-:-::-~ one f<mrth part of all the 
gold and Silver- Mines t,o ~e fo--.:nd in or upon _the p.remises Als~ 
except and !'E'~e-::rved tri.,e.-~o::::; ·1::r.tc ~,ts se..id Johr.: Earl Granville 
his heirs .9.nd A :s3ign:S rme :mc.:.ie.ry or r...e.lf part of the remain­
ing three !'curthzi of all a·;i:;.1: Gcl~i snd. Silver Mines as shall be 
found in o.!" upc-n _or upon t:t!:' tr"·:.d. P:r~mi!!'e:&-) TO HAVE AND TO BOLD 
the said pieoe or- ps:rC!el · of :.ar:d a.2:d a.1:1. &rld aing,1lar other the 
premises hereby g~ant~d v~tb th~ ap~Jr-':er.an~~a {except as before 
excepted) unto the e6..id Cla.1:;o::rr. Ea.r::•il¼ hit? he-1:r·s and Assigns 
forever Yielding and paying th.e.r·efore Yearly and every Year 
forever unto the ss.itf Earl his. h~i:!"! a.nd As~-igna the Yearly 
rent or sum of twelve S'b...ill.ings vh!.o.:r.~ :ts a+; the rate of three 
shilli~s St.eir-ling C•!'· fC'I.!!' t;:.·._:.l:.tng~ Proclamation money f"or . 
every hundred ac.re:s a:~ or- 1lJ..i-::n, t"h-s~ tvc m.-:iirt usu.a.1 .feasts o:ra 
days or pa~n-.: 1:1 tr..:.e ·yea.T-· .. '::~.le.~:- :!.r, ~? 5'ayj ~,he :feast of the 
Annunciat:!.on of tl-::.e Bl1;:12sed Yi:"_g.~.!·1 11~.!'Y and t.r..e .fsa=t of Saint 
Michael t.h.e A..~h A...~geil 'by '?~rf:'-r: g.r.;d ~q\1al po~i-:,nft and to be 
paid at t.he · Coi:..--r,tr.,,o-i.:;:iae '.';;°! "":::i..-,. 0--:-·1;:;:. --:-.,-~; cf ~randviJ.le a.fore.said 
unto the aeid E~~l 0~ hi~ ~r~~Y A:~0~ney or Receive~ t.or the 
time being •\.,.p ..-.,-: .,.,,".;.. ..... ..,, ... J'"l'r. • .,..- •• ..... ,:.,•,o-,r- ·' - -. , __ ,... -cdl//:.. r-.-, "''U·'"•h o.P . . .... $ ·,L..,':.. - _._ ••• - ~~~~.CJ~ .. .!~- ""'·~u- ...... / .,.•.,, ,:·'• -·t""""' .Liu • .., .·.. _ ..... .._ .I .L 

the said fe&.s·:; :::.aye ;,.'fl .:::~:.a..:.:: :-:...-:-::-~ ::.,~p~•r. e.!rea:- th~ date hereof o 

And the .sa.id 0!e.borr: F'.a.Y-7'·::.-!;_"':--:-·· l-:.::.:01~~:: .. ~.:!r: :.se-.i!"e and Assigns 
and -f"or 6V"""'I,1V' r)f" t-he:m C.~"'t.'"· "l,._.;-r.-g,'h-,r .•. ,-,,7c,n)lr·.~- p-r,,.,...,n,R~-~ and 8"',...,.8 to· 

... ~--" -u- - ,.., ~ ........... -Y' - 'll.l -"fl ~ .. ... ..,; .c...,........ - -d-~---.:11,, ... Q-6W-

and with the :S,9.id Ear: his h~<! -~E s.r.:(! asEignfi 5n: to and with 
eve....v of' t,..,s..., -... ,v ··hp."",:.. p~b~,=..-.... ~ "'r, _,,,...,U: .. Clt""' nnr. r"a- follo,.....1ng • ,ii - ,.....,_ ,i,L,l Ji.. a.• -.-" .,r,,: .W ~ - • · la• ._ .I. .. ,.. - ,.L .• • ; •• ~.&-ii • ~ J..: 'ZIIJo aL _. .J. J.a.i 'W 

t ,.__t ja """o .. n= -•~p- ~,a ·!r"k-~ ,in•rt i~-,-:i;:·,.._,.....,,... u-r-""• .. 11 ½~ .. he-i .... .., and 
ij,J.CI -~• l.f •~-..:d:4 J.°' ~~-:,!,,_, W, x, .. ._ -!.-c.•-...•.3' ,r ,..-, --'• - .J... rl •- •. ,..,. • ..;i ~ .,, .,__ J_._.,.,SJ" -~-:aif' 

Assign ..... ,.._ .. -J. r:~•...J ·u·1 1 1 .....-::,.-.-.,~.,... ;.: . ..-. ..., __ ,,.,,__......,.. V.Q:l">y. """r-'1"1Q., .......... well and 
,go iiiJl.Lt'h..l :...1,,.[,;_ ,.._ •• ;fc·"~h.,...,,} _..,._~_., --1~.:,-,1 >'".r"~-- _,..,_· . ...,:'I'll." .... 

trul'\T Tl!A"v·o~ ,.. . .,,._,~,,. -.,-, '!---~.,-,.,, ... ~'Si"":_''"'---:-..,. z.o~...iE,, .... ~ h~ ... ,._ei-re"" ,,., y-•fil ""-_:.JQ-'.ki-"-" 11111•• .... ~ .. }-'';'l,-- ......... , ..... _. ........ _-~ w1r, __ :.....S,.tw' .\,IJ -:s.1 

and A15 '"1°gn"· I"'"! ....... ,-,.;..:--, • .. 1 ~- ::-i- ... -•• .,._ ...... T·~r-·,, .... IT .A ...... r.,..,,,...e..,- 0"" Re,..e""ve .... .._,,.gi_ g .,_ wu.• .,..!a. .:........._,.:. ... ... ••-~ ·--=-' w--':."J:-• "" ... ,..., .... 'a",...,..·-.;;.,. 'l ... '-' .L. .a.-

f"Ol9 the time- ·t;e:1.:i::g en -::he d.ayE and. s.-:- ~b.e pla◊l?. aforesaid the 
af"oresaid yea:rly r-an t or· s~ of tvs::.. Vf-' Std.11:i.nga by ha.l:f' year 
by payments a.e- a..tore~,e.id and :""':z-·:,:::.e;- :;a.."3.t h(:- th,e,; :ae.id Clabol'D 
Ba:r-r"1.s r..is. hei,?&e. ,:-ir heir--s -:-·r· a~ ~.!.,;;r:a 01• JCtle er one of them 
shall and w:11 wi -:.~.ln t.h:-e-e ·v-P--l~·--:: ·· -:::o 't·~ e.~c-ounted from the day 
O.p tho A ... ~-:e .... e,...,,-0,....,.&'> .,. l.--=-. .,, -,. ., ~~d" ~, •.. ., "''·~~-.. -lo:,., .,. t- ...;..·1-.0. .... ... + 0 0~ +'"--e .L ~ ~ UQ,,, ,1._....,,.,:..d ...... J. \we ... ~ .... ,;,. ... 111..-.--. ... ..L,,"llj':;;it.V Q~ ........ .,.,\-;' ·~~Iv' ,.\., .fa:1.L.11.""QI 

Ac.res ·'!.c:- ff-!7fi?7!'Y r.::;_nd=--e.e. 9..;:--e1 2.~ .... ;h-se e.a.~d. Pr-e:m:!.s.e~ h.ereby granted 
PROVIDED a.lva.y.s e.nd it 1.1 b'.?·:--~:-7 <:>-zp:s1:.-~ly d1;;:;lared and Agreed 
by and 'be~ween ~.::1.e i&id. · paz-r~.:.7~ :i:-:. ... ~:i:-·f!:'.:J?~.c ~ha".: ·1r it shall happen 
that the t-n:i.i.d y~.arly :-'::-rt: ":J~ -~v'::'lve s;:l!.llings or any part thereof 
shall at -a.r,y t!1:1e h~r.-E-.a...~·~e~ r,:., ::•i9r .. ::.~:rj. ,::,.r- ·1~pe.1:'! ·t.i,y- the space or 
t .+ <""', .-:,. """1 •• -~ .,.A."1'1' ~-.•c.- ··'• .,._ ~ •"'-o-,.•· A .. 1<:T .._r> ...... · 1:"',::. ~J. A... ,-....,.p0....,,_ wen ... y _.,n _. -J,3.;7;;- .. , ..•... · -., •• -,.. -·-· ._,_. -., •. ,. . •.• ~-- ,- --~ •. , .·_JJ· .... --~ a:.,.. v ~.u::.ys uu.. ...---g 

11.mi+· .... d O"'"" "'P:n"'-t .... -:::.a_· f,...,,...,. -no ......... ""',.. ... ~-1-;_.:;. .. ~.:...-• .P . ,:ind no :;,,•,,..Pi,.ien• 
V''g - "';1t ·,t:•t.t'-L.:. -,i•_,. '...~~ .~J-Jt-. .;..,. .- ·•1■ .i-..,_ .,,., """'..._,..., \ ._...., .c1, "-"--== ..L, "ij 4/ 

Dist:res~ !}an ;:;e- !'.:n.1.nd on ·•a:h":- p::-~1ZJ.::.s:e.-s ·:c, l$\"Y ~-:.1,~h Ren·t and 
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G.ract- Earl Granville to Claibo:rn Harris 1754 (Cont'd) 

Arzaears with the cbal'ges of Distress) or it the said.Cl&bom 
Hai-ri~ his heirs or Assigns shall not within the space or 
tbltee 7eal'B after the date hereof clear and cultivate the 
lands aQove g:ranted according to the proportion of three 
ac:ttes for eve17 hundred that then and in either of the said 
Cases this Present Grant and all Assignments thereof shall be 
utterly void and of none effect and it shall be lawf'ul for the 
said Earl his heirs or assigns to l'8grant the same to any 
other person or persons whomsoevei- as if this Gl'&nt or any 
Assignment bhereof bad never been made. IN WITNESS whel'eot 
the parties above named have hereunto set their bands and 
Seals the lay and Year fil'Bt above written. 
BE IT THAT the day and Year first above written 
the Honble Francis Corbin Esq. by virtue of a letter of 
Attomey and Commission under the hand and seal of the said 
John Earl Granville duly entered and registered in.the· Secre­
ta171s office in the province of North Carolina did in the 
Name or the said Earl sign and subscribe this Grant v:ith the 
said Earl's title an"d then Seal and Deliver the same as his 
the said Earl's Act and Deed 1n the Presence of us, who in. 
his presence have hereunto set theil' bands and seals the da7 
and year first above w:ntte.n .• 

In. Haywood 

Sher. Haywood 

GRANVIIL'E (S.S.) 
by 

Fra. Corbin 

At a Court held for Granville County 3 Decemb. 1755. 

This Deed was proved by the Oath of Sherwood Haywood one of 
the Witnesses thereto to be the Act and Deed of li'l'ancis Corbin 
Esq. Agent for Earl ·Granville and on Motion it was Ordered to 
be recorde~. - - Danl Weldon o. C. 

Truly recorded._by 
Dan1 Weldon C.C. 

Deed Book Mat page 37 

DEED - Harris (Claborn) to Parrish - Deed Examined. 

THIS INDENTURE me.de the nineteenth day or June in the 
year or our Lord one thousand ·seven hundred fifty eight between 
Claborn Harris of Granville County in the.Province or North 
Carolina planter of ·the one part and Brisse Parrish of the 
County and Province afsd planter or the other part whereas the 
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Deed - Barris (Claborn) to Par~ish 

right honble John Earl Granville (illegible) certain 
indenture bearing date the 24th day ot October In tbe J"9ar ot 
our Lord 1754 did for consideration therein mentioned give 
gl'&nt bargain sell & confinn unto the said Claborn Harris&: 
bis heirs & assigns forever one certain tract or pa.reel of 
land situate lying & being on little Ruin Creek in the County 
of Granville afsd beginning at a pine tree east side the sd 
Creek thence running s0 300 poo to a white Oak thence Eo 160 
pO to a pine thence N 300 po to a pine thence W. to the 
beginning containing in whole three hundred ac~s as by the 
sd Indenture duly registered in the Register Office in 
Granville County will more fully appear Nov This Indentlll'e 
vitnesseth that the said Claborn Harris for an in consider­
ation of the sume of (100) pounds current money of Virga to 
him in hand paid by the sd Brisse Parrish at or before tQ.e 
Sealing & delivery of these presents the receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged bath given granted bargair!ed ~old. 
& confirmed and by these presents doth from himeelf & his 
heirs give grant bargain sell&: confi:rm unto th.e sd. Brisse 
Parrish his heirs & Assigns forever all that part of the 
above mentioned tract of land lying on the said little Ruin 
Creek_Beginning·at a poplar on the said out line thence running 
So. 150 poles to a corner white oak thence E 160 poles to a pine 
thence 150 poles to a pine thence Wo to the beginning bounded 
by meanders of the said tract containing by estimation one .. · 
hundred & fifty acres be the same more or less together with 
all houses .or garden fenoes woods trees ways meanders water 
courses and all other profits or emoluments to the said tract 
of land belonging in anywise appertaining and the reversion & 
reversions remainder & remainders (illegiblef issues & profits 
thereof of every part &_~rcil thereof' and a so all the Estate 
Right title Interest trust property claim & demand whatsoever 
either in Equity or in Law of the said Claborn Harris&: his· 
heirs of in or to the said One hundred and Fifty acres of land 
& premises belonging o~ in anywise appertaining To have and to 
hold the sd one hundred & fifty aares of land&: privileges 
with appur·tena.nces unto the m:1.id Brisse Parrisl"l &: his heirs to 
the onl7 proper use & behoof of the said Brisse Parrish his 
heirs & assigns forever and· the said Claborn Harris for himself' 
his heirs exec. & ad.ms. doth promise grant & agree to & with 
the said Briese Parrish his heirs assigns s~ll & may from 
t1JDe to time & at all times forever hereafter have hold use 
occupy possess & enjoy the h.ereby granted premises without the 
lawful lot hindrance of the said Claborn Harris his heirs or 
assigns and fuzither that the said Claborn Harris his heirs or 
Admrs. hereby bargained & sold land & premises with the 
appurteninces unto the said Brisse Parrish bis heirs & assigns 
against him the said Claborn Har~is & his heirs and against 
all & every other-person or persons whomsoever lav:f\J.lly claim­
ing or pertaining to claim from by or under him them or any of 
them shall and will warrant and by these presents forever defend 
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Deed - Harris (Claborn) to Parrish 

In vi tness vhereo.r the s·aid Claborn Barz-is ha th hereunto set 
his band and Seal the day and year first above written. 

Claborn Barris (L.S.) 

At a Court held for Granville County 20th June 1758. 

Claborn Harris acknowledged this Deed to be his Act & Deed and 
on motion was Oroered to be Reg1steredo 

Dan'l Weldon 0.0. 

Truly Registered. 

Willm Eaton, Public Reg. 

Deed Book~C, page 475 
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Granville Co a , N. C Q Deeds:: (Of Claborn Harrisil father of 
Benajmin) 

John Earl Granville Book M page 37 October 24, 1754 300A. 
to Claborn Harris (planter)- A certain District Territol'J' 
or parcel or land on both sides of little Ruin C.reek. 

Claborn Harris 
to Bl'isse Parrish- Book C page 475 150A l:J.00 June 19, 
1758 - Part of the grant above on little Ruin Creek. 

Richard Wilkins Book O page 244, Mal'Oh 5, 1783 125A 1,140 
to Claborn Barris- land on Nicholas Rolston~s Creek, . 
adjoining Samuel Barris, school house, William Ogilvie. 

Claborn Harris Book O page 455 August 23, 1783 150A 1'200 
_ to Samuel Kittnell- Other part ot this tract, on Lit:&;le 
Ruin Creek granted to Brissie Parish by the said_ Barris~ 

· Claborn Harris Book O page 37'2. June 15, 1784 125A II 80 
to Robert Harris- Land on Nich.olas Holston 's Creek, · · · 
adjoining Samuel Barris, William.Ogilvie (seems same 
land as above) 

W111:1&1D OS1lv1e Book 0 page 419 Maroh 28, 1785 120A IJ.00 
to Claborn Harris- Land on both sides of.Paul 1s Creek, 
adjoining Samu.el Harris, Potter, Dav.id Barris, Freeman. 

Jacob Holston Book 0 page 536 October 9, 1787 230A l:J.00 
to Clabom HB.l'r1s- Land on north side of Holston's Creek, 
adjoining Bamptono 

Claborn Bal"ris & wife Judith Book 0 page 534 Nov. 6, 1787 
120A l:il.00 

to Barris Ogilvie- Seems to be the same tract·bough.t 'bJ' 
Clabozen Barris of William Ogilvie Book 0 page 419. 



Barris - Page 29. 

Other Reool'ds Found in Granville Coo, lioCo: 

Claborn Harris mdo Ma.17:_Cbampion (dauo Obas Cbampton ¥ill 1797) 
Sept. 27, 1792 o l believe son of Clabom · Harris) · 

Charles Gilliam m. Jemima. Ba:wis 1762 (possibly dauo ot Claboi-n) 

Mary O~lvie legatee under will of her father Robert Harris 
-1786 (likely brother or uncle of Claborn Barns) 

Kimbrough Ogilvie married Nancy Harris, Robert 1Jarr1s on bond 
1782 (This Nancy believed dauo of Claborn&: Judith Barris) 

Claiborn ~rris' Revolutionary War Record.a: 

Muster Roll of Tbe Regiment in Granville County, under the 
Command of Ooloo William Eaton, as taken at a General Muster 
of the said Regiment 8 October, 1754-

Wmo Person- Lieuto Colo~ · 
James Paine--Major 

. Captain John Sallis I s Company~ -
Noo 73-·c1a1born Harris---also from Granville County were: 

Gilliam Harris, ~Tro- John Harris- Lisha Barris- l'atban 
Harris- Christopher Ha:::-ria- I.avid Harris- Charles Barris­
Matthew Hal'ris- Tbos .. Harris- Robert HaITis Jr.- Samuel 
Barris- Sherwood Hal'ris- Edward Harriso 

(from North Carolina State Records Volo 22, page 376) 

Ll.st of Granville County Militia 1771: 
CO?n-pa.ny Con:manded by Capt .. Jonathan Kittrell 1771-

0fficers~ Claborn Harris- Ensign-
Lieutenant-Colo Wmo Taylor- 15th Apro 1776 to 1st Jan 1781-

Sixtb North Carolina Line (tb1a was Claiborn's Colo after 1776) 
(from North Carol:1.na State Records Vol. 22., pe.ge 165) 

Revolutionacy Vouchers - Claibom Harris: 
Nao 17., State of Nortb Carolina- Granville County­

fifteenth December- Anno Domu 1790- : 
This may certify that.as Commifsionor for the County af'ore­

said I bave purchased from Mr~ Claibourn Barris five Bushels 
Corn at the prices---- in Spanish Milled Dollars- By Resolution 
of Congrefs---- 25th Febuary 17900 .Ammounting in the whole to 
Thl'ee & tllree .fourths Spanish .Milled Dollal's wbich sum .is to 
bear Interest at Six per until-paid agreeable to an Act of the 
General Afsembly 1n the. t case mads. 3 3/4 Dollars 

Philip Vafs CoC. 
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Granville Co., NaCa Records (Cont'd) 
Claiborn Barris' Revolutionary-War Records contda 

No. 1949. North Carolina 
Hali~ax District 

Thi.a Certifys that Claiborn Harris was allowed Eleaven pounds 
.five Shillings Spence bis Report of the Board of Anderson 
Bov 17, 1791 
S 11, 5 Wm Green 

Revolutionary Service- (from Roster of.Soldiers from BaC. 
in American Revo~ution - page 251) 

Grant No. 883 - Calbern Barris- Private 640 acres 
84 mo. service- dated May 19, 1784- deeded R. Sugg- Self. 

Warrent or·survey 1784- for Land Grant to Claiborn Harris: 

State of No1tb Carolina No. 884 
The Ronb James Glasgow Esquire 

. Secretary of State . 
To Colonel Martin Armstrong Greeting You are hereby required to 
lay off & Survey for Claibourn Barris approve cead .. in 
the Line of this State Six hundred forty acresc5!' Land wltbin 
the Limits of the Lands reserved by Law for the officers and 
soldiers of the Contenental Line in this state obsurving the 
ceritions of the Act of Afsmbly in such case made and provided 
for runing out Lands, two just and fair plans- thereof with 
a certificate to each annexed You are to Transmit to my office 
within the time Limited by Law. 

Given under my Hand at Hillsboro 
this 19th day of May 1784 

Wa Williams D Sec. 

As·signment of Reuben Searcy, for heirs of Claibom Barris: 
·Granville County May 22d 1784 

I hereby af'sign all my Right title Interest cl&im & demand 
of.the within warrent to Reuben Searcy of the atoresd County as 
I am heir at law and do desire the·Same may be transfer'd inta 
the said Searcys name. 

Teste 
Saml Barris Benjaman Barris 
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Granville Coo, NvCo Records {Cont'd) 

Cla1bo:Ml Barris' Revolutionary War Records contdo 

Plat & Surveyor's Description of Grant to heirs of Claiborn 
Barrisg 

.Grant Noa 1699-
By virtue of a military Warrant No. 884 Located th§ 25 day 

of January 17-- I have Surveyed for Reubin Searcy Ed.WU ~s 
& Anthony Sharp for the heirs of Claiborn Harris Six btµidlied 
and forty acres <."lf lar.;d in Sumne!' County on the North S1de of 
Cumberland river Beginning at a Sugar tree & ceder on the 
river bluff corner to James McNieca runing thence up the r1ver 
according to its meanders four hundred and six poles to an a.fb 
& backberry on the river bank thence East three hundred & two 
poles to a Stake thence North three hundred & Eighty five poles 
to a Stake thence Weft two hundred and Ninety two poles 
Crofsing Rocked Creek to th~ Begining 

Surveyed 23 October 1792 G Winchefter Dep Gr· 
Martin Armstrong Sure 

Granv!lle County N.C., Records- North Carolina State.Records: 

Vol 26 page 210~ 
Meeting of the Granville Co, Gourt Aug 10, i787-

Juror appointed to at.tend Hillsboro Supreme Court~ 
· Samuel Barris .. 

Vol a 26 page 1267- 1276- !277 ~ ... 
Tax Payers in Granville Coo 178d~ 

Oxford District- Charles Harris- 345 seres- l slave. 
Samuel Harris- Virga. 120 gala rum 
Sherward Ha.r!':!S- 80() acres- 3 slaveso 

Knap of Leeds District- Clab~rn F...e,rris- 230 acres .. 
· Richard Ea.r~is-

voio 19 page 935~ 
Archibald Barris signed peti t:1 on 1.n ·behalf ·of Thomas Hunt 

of Hillsborough Disto {under sentence of Death for Horse 
Stealing) ac 1780. 
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Granville County N.C. Records Cont'd~ 

Granville County, Korth Carolina. Census Reco~s: 

;l.790 Census: 
Clabu.rn Barris- Hillsboro Dista, Granville Coo (Knap of 
Leeds Dist.) · 
Samuel (Virga.) J 
Robert Oxford Dist. 
Sbervard 

Samu.el J John 
Robert Dutch Di.sto 
Charles 

1800 Census: 
Barris names in Granville Countl 1800 Census were: 

Charles (over 4 )- Benjamin (26-45 - Edward (over 45 -
Sherwood (over ~5)- William (over 5)- Olabourn (26-45)­
S&muel (over 45)- Dlvid (over 45)- (part if not all of 
these were surely related to Claburn Barria of early 
Granville Countyo 

Revolutionary Record of Benjamin Harris (possibl7 ours- proof 
lacking) of Granville Count7, NoCo 

From North Carolina State Records Vol. 16, p. 1085: 

10th Regiment- Rhod.e'e Co., 
Barris, Benjo pt.- l Augt. 182 - Sergto Augto 1830 
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Granville County N .. C .. Records - copied from N.C. Archives 
Records Raliegb~ N .. C .. 

Granville County NaC., Marriages: 

1760 Charles Barris to Sarah Allen Bondsman Chas., Barris 
1778 Sherwood. Harris to Rebecca ·Wilkins Bondsman Sherwood 

Harris 
1778 Jobn HarrifJ3 to Mary Lewis Bondsman John Barri.fa . 
1TI7 Riobard Barris to Mary Gwin Bondsman Richard Barris 
1781 Goldman Barris to Elizabeth Bell Bondsman Goldman Barris 
1775 Robert Harris to Elizabeth Phillips Bondsman Robt., Barris 
1ns2 Darvin Harris to Elizabeth Wilkins Bondsman ·DLrwin Barris 
1782 Newson Harris to Mary Neal Bondsman Newson Barris 
178J James Harris to Priscilla Gilliam Bondsman James Barris 
1783 Rowland Barris to Sarah Daniel Bondsman Rowland Barris 
1795 Ramson Harris to Elizabeth Gilliam Bondsman Ransom Barris 
1787 Sherwood Barris ·to Judith Wadall Bondsman Sbervood Barris 
1789 William Harris to Catherine Grisf'bam Bondsman Wm Harris 
1790 Tyre .Harris to Polly Gooch Bondsman Tyre Barris 
1792-Clabon Harris to Mary Champion Bondsman Clabon Harris 
1793 Robin Hood Harris to Maneva Barris Bondsman R .. R. Harris 
1793 Mosley Barris to Judith Peace 
1793 John Barris to Mary Alvood 
1794 Rowland Barris to Betsy Reavis 
1794 Spence Harris to Elizabeth Mandon 
Ro-Harris to to Mary Jones 1794 
1796 July 23rd Gideon Harris to Amy Gresham . Bondsman Gid Barris 
1801 James Ho Barris to Elizabeth Pu Glover 
1804·Austin Harris to Tabitha Kittrell Bondsman Augustine Barris 
1800 Arthur Barris . 
1805 Harrises marrieclthis yearg Ranson; Thomas; J.ohn; Bandy; 

Micajab; Willis; James; Sterling; Thomas 
1837 May 30th Gidion Harris to Agnes Grisham Bocdsman.Gideon 

Harris 

Granville Superior Court - Min~te Docket~ 

1754 Duke vs Barris et al 46 . 
1757 Harrises ·round in court records this year~ Edvard; 

Thomas; Daniel. 
· 1758 Robert Harris had court record 
1759 John Harris & George Barris found in court records 
176- Nathaniel Harris & Richard Barris found in court records 
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Granville Co. N.C. Record~ Cont'd- from N.-C.; Archives· 

Deed Indes: 
1751-1756 Book B 

Joseph Harris to James Harris page 227 . 
Richard Harris to Nathaniel Harris ~e 259 
Thomas Harris to Sugar Jones page 4 7_6 . 
Richard Barris to -- Norwood page 460 
Riobard Harris to Stephen Terry page 162 
Riobard Barris to Robert Harris page 211 

1756-1760 Book C 
Robert Harris to John. Bell page 349 
Robert Harris to Christopher Harris page 453 
Robert l:Jarris to Lt. John Parish page 6o8 
Robert Harris to William Oglevie Jr. p,JLge 69 

. Claborn Harris to _Brifsie Parish page 475 
-1760-1762 Book D 

Robert Barris to Sherwood Harris page 37 
1761-1762·Book E 

John lJ&rris Harris to Christopher Foster page 237 
Sherwood Harris to Wm Fergerson 378 
Riobard: Barris to James Mitchell page 370 

. 1762-1763 Book F 
John Barris to Wm. Colebougb page 413 . 
Robert JJa~is to Sherwood Harris pt.ge 394 
Robert Harris to Thomas Harris page 395 
Robert Harris to Robert Harris Jr. page 396 
-Sherwood Barris to Wm. Gordon page 339 

1763-1764 Book G · 
_ Barris & Wife to John Taylor page 240 

Book H . 
John Harris to John Taylor page 470 

··Book· J 1769.;.1772 . 
Thomas Harris to Robert Allison page 207 
Robert Harris to George Alston page 286 
Robert Harris to David Barris page 35 
Robert Harris to Thomas Harris page 273 
Robert Harris to Wm. Oglevie page 78 -
Thomas Harris to Wm~ Oglevie page 83 
Ropert -Harris to Wm. Oglevie page 379 
Benja Harris to Samuel Wheeler ~ge 103 
John Hal'ris to -- Waldrop page 167 

1772-1775 Book K 
Gilliam Barris to Edward Barris page 39 
Christopher lJa.rris to George Barris page 239 
Robert Barris to Thomas Harris page 226 

1775-1778 Book L 
Sherwood Harris-to Thomas Harris page 92 
Robert Harris Sen to --Lynsay page 198 
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Granville Coo N.Co Records Cont'd- from N.C • .Archives 

Deed Index Cont 1do 

1790-1793 Book N 
Gilliam Harris to -- Allen page 182 
Claborn Harris to Jeremiah Bullock page 126 
Samu.el Harris to -- Brodie page 131 
Riobard Barris to Samu.el Harris page 4 
David Harris to Joseph Neal pa.ge-110 
Claborn Barris to Wm. Oglevie page 118 

1779-1790 Book O 
Edward Barris to Robert Harris --.­
Ben.jamin Harris to Wm o Floyd page 283 
George Harris to Wm. Floyd page 336 
Claiborn Harr1.s to Robert Harris page 372 
Samuel Harris to Samu.el Harris page 643 
Claborn Harris to S&ml. Kittrel page 455 
Claborn li!.rris to Barris Oglevie page 534 

1793-1797 Book P 
S&ml Harris together with !avid; Wm.; Jesse; Charles- all ma.de 

deeds this year in Granville 
1797-1802 Book Q 

Harrises making deeds were~ Rowland; Saml.; Sbel'Vood; Dl.vid 
. 1801-1805 Book R 
Barrises making ddeds were i Wm o ; Sherwood; George; Solomon · 

1806-1810 Book T . 
Barrises ma.king deeds were~ . Samlu; Augustine 

1810-1816 
Harrises mald..ng deeds were~ Geo. Sr.,; Charles; Christopher; 

Wmo G. 

Tax List~ 
1787 

IBvid-Harris; Richard Harris; Robinhood Harris; Gileson Barris; 
Edward Harris; Thompson Harr:1.s; Jobn Barris; Edvard Barris; 
Christopher Harris; Gilliam Harris; Claibourne Barris; Samuel . 
Harris · 

1788 
Olabourn Harris & others 

1789 
Claborn Harris & others 

1790 . 
Claiborn ll.&I•ris & others 

.1791 
W:1.lliam Harris & other~ 
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Granville Coo N.Co Reocrds Cont'd- from N.Co Archives 

Granville County Wills~ 
Book 1 

Sara Barris-Aug 1786 page 510- Divisee- Gilliad Harris et al. 
Will witnessed by Robt. Harris Jun; Robin Hood Harris; 
Beverly·Harriso 

Thomas Harris 1780 May page 277- Divisees- Robert Hood Harris; 
Gilley Harris; Mary-Barris; Penny Harris; Samuel Benton 
Barris; Jemima White; Ellyfare Harriso · 

*Robert Barris 1786 page 519- Divisees- Mary Harris, niece, dau. 
of IBvid Harris; Thomas Barris, grandson, son of Thomas; 
Mary· Ogilvie, dau.; Lemender Hampton, dau.; & sons: 
Christopher, Sherwood, Robert, Dlvid & Samuel. Names Col. 
Joseph Taylor as executor and says bis land joins that of 
Kimbrough Ogilvie •. Re signed his name as Robert Harris Snr. 

Richa~ Harris 1787 page 11- Divisees- Jemima Ford; Molly 
Beard.in; Lucy Pa:::aker; Mary Harris; Richard Harris, Charles 
Harris, Samuel Harris Tyree Har~is & wife Priscilla Harris. 

Edward Harris 1807 Book 6 page 310- Divisees- Jonathan Barris; 
. Elijah- Harris; Anne Upchurch; Fanny Jackson; .Mary Bailey; 

Martha Bailey; Priscilla Ha_rris; Ed.ward Barris. 
Book 7 · 

Charles Harris 1811 page 176- Divisees- Sarah Harr~s; Benjamin 
Harris; D9.vid Barris; 'William l!arris; Allen Barris; Drury 
Barris. 

Richard Harris 1815 page 512- Divisees- Elizabeth Barris; - · 
Charles H.; Harriett Harriso . 
Book 8 

George·Barris 1820 page 300- Divisees- George Wo; Keziah Harris; 
_Mary Uarris 0 

Book 9 . . 
Isham Harris 1824 pa.ge :,61- Divisees- Martha Barris; Willie 

Barris;.I"sham Harris_; Andereon Green Harris; Newson Barris; 
. Handsom Barris; Rowland Harris; Hardy Barris; Britain Barris; 
Patsey Revis; Samuel J. Revis.-
Book 10 . · . 

Samuel Barris 1825 page 9- Divisees- (see page 55 too} Augustine 
Barris; Robert Harris; Thomas.Harris; Temperance Harris; 
Margrit Hix_; Archabald Hixc (believe be was close relative 
of_· my. Claiborn} • . 

In Will made 1763- Sherwood Harris names his brother, Robert, 
as Executor. 

1785.Record~ 
Samuel Harris & Mary Barris witnessed sale of slave to 
Kimbrough Tinseley Ogilvie By Robert Barris Senr. Aug. :,1, 
17850 . . . 

(these names should help ~lace some of the Granville Harrises, 
as it gives relationship). 
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Granville County, N. ·c~ Deed- made by.Benjamin Barris -
deeding part of the land. granted to his father, Claiborn 
Harris in 1754. This seems to be about date·Benjamin le.rt 
North Carolina.-

a 
Benj" Barris 

to 
W1D Floyd 

"Ex 

THIS IN!.lEN'!'URE Made the thirteen day of 
December 1783 :aetween Benje.min Harris of the one part & 
William Floyd of the other part Witnesseth that thed. Benjamin 
Barris for & in consideration of the Sum of forty five pounds 
Virgf Money to him 1.n hand paid & t or before the ensealing & 
delavery bez:,eof' the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged & 
the. Benjamin Harris the9- William Floyd doth hereby acquit & 
disobarga ha.th granted bargained & sold released & confirmed . 
unto-the. William Floyd his heirs & assigns forever a certain 
piece or parcel o~ land lying on the waters of little.Ruin 
Creek Beginning at a Corner in the old field runing west to. 
post oak 216 poles then North 144 poles to a - then eas_t 216 
poles to a white O&k then South to the first Station Containing· 
194 acres of land be the aa.me more or less together withdall 
houses Orchards & all Right Title & interest in & to the.·_ 
premis.es reversion & revers:icn9 Remainder and Remainders rents 
issues & profits thereto and every part & parcel thereof with 
all their appertances thereunto belonging To have & to bold the~ 
tract of land & ather the premises & appertanoes to the same 
bel8ng1ng to the. William Floyd his heirs & ass~s forever be 
the. Benjamin Harris bis heirs & assigns be thea Benjantin Harris 
for himsalf bis Ex~ Adman & assigns doth covenant & agree to & 
with the. William Floyd his heirs & a.e.sigus that the above 
granted Aand are free & clear of all Incumberance whatsoever & 
that the. Benjamin Harris hath f'ull power to sell & dispose of 
the sane & the. Benjamin Harris hie beirs & assigns shall & will 
warrent & ever defend the same to theQ. William Floyd his heirs 
& assigns forever against the lawful claims of any person or 
persons whatsoever, In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed his Seal the day & year above Written. 

Signed Sealed & delivered in the 
presents of Z. Higgs. Jure.t. 
Elizabeth Higgs - - - - - - - -

Benjamin Harris 

Granville County 

(Seal) 

February Court AD. 1784 
This deed was duly proved by the Oath of Zacbarius Higgs & ordered 
to be registered Truly Reg~ Pa M. Satterwhite PuR. 

Deed Book O, page 203 
Teste Reuben Searcy CC 



S. C. Land Grant to Benjamin Harris: 
STATE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA 

Harris - Page 37. 

To all to whom thefe P:refents .fball come, Greeting: 
DOW YE, That for and in con:f"ideration of · 

Five Pounds Sixteen_ Shillings of sterling money, 
paid by Benjamin Harris 

into the treatu.ry for the u:f'e or this 
rtate, We have granted, md by thefe pre.rents do grant unto 
the :f'aid Benjamin Harris, his heirs and 
affigns, a plantation or tract of land, containing Tvo 
hundred and fifty acres Si·tuated 1n the District of 
Ninety Six. 

having :f'uch f'h.ape, form and marks as are reprefented by a 
pl&t hereunto annexed, together with all woods, trees, waters, 
water courfes, profits, cODBDodities, appurtenances and here­
ditaments whatfoever thereunto belonging, TO HA.VE AND TO HOLD 
the faid tract of Two hundred a.r;id fifty acres of land, 
and all and fin~ar ether the premi:f'es hereby granted unto 
the faid · BenJwnin Harris., his heirs and a.f.figns, 
forever, in free and c:ommon .f'ocage. 

GIVEN UNDER THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE 

WITNESS his Excellency William Moultrie Efquire Governor 
and Commander in Chief in and over the faid State, at Charle:f'ton, 
this Second ll:Ly of May Anno Domini one thou:f.and 
:f'even hundred and Eighty-five and in the Ninth year oft~ 
Independence of the United States of America. 

William ( Lo M ~ S. ) .Moultrie 
And bath thereunto a Plat thereof annexed reprefenting the fame, 
certified by 

Ephraim Mitchell Surveyor-General. 
17th August 1784 
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Harris.- Page 380 
Pendleton D1sto So Co Records 

1790 Census- nendleton Cog 
Gillison, James- l male under 16, 4-males over 16, 2 .females 

3 slaveso 
Barris., Benjamin- l male undel' 16, :2 males over 16, l female 

(this our .Benjamin from N.C.) 
Harris, Stephen- l male ever 16, 3 females. 

1800 Pendleton Coo, S.C. Censusg 
Archibald Harris- 3 males under 10., l male 26-45.,· 3 .females 

under 10., l·female 10-16, l female 16-26 
1 female 26-45 {believe bro. o.f Benjamin} 

Sarah Harris- 1 male 10-16., 1 male-10-2§~ 1 male ove~ 45, 
·1 female 16-26, l female ~10-450 

John Harris- 1 male under· 10, l male 26-45, 3 females under 
10, l female 10-16, ·1 female 26-450 

John Barris- 2 males under 10., 1 male over 45., 1 .female over 
450 

Noo 5670 Benjamin_ Harris- 3 males ~nder 10., 1 male-10-16., 
l ma.le l~-26., l male 26-45, 2 
females under 10, 1 female 26-45. 
(our Benjamin) 

Ezekiel Harris- 3 males under 10, 2 males 10-16, l male _26-45, 
2 females under 10w 1 female 10-16, 1 female 
26-45. (Ezekiel Barris of Cobb Coo Gao 
possible cousin of our Benjamin). 

Stephen Harris- i. ma.le 10-16 l male 26-45, 1 female 10-16, 
l female 26-45 (believe brother of Benjamin) 

Boo 5230 Claburn Harris- :1. ma.le 16-26., l male over 45., 1 
female over 45. 

1810 Pendle-con Cc-u j SG (::_ ,:;e!~f!.1):;~ 
Noo 1570 Claiborn Harr~a- l ma.le under 10, 1 male 16-26, l 

fe~.ale under 10, 1 female 16-260 
{believe son of Benjamin or Stephen) 

No_o 1600 Benjamin Harris- 3 males ur:der 10, 1 me.le 10-16, 
1 male 16-26J 1 male over 45, 1 
female 10-16~ 1 female 16-26, 1 
female 26-45 (our Benjamin from N'oCo) 

Stephen Harris- l male under 10, l male 26-45 1 ma.le over 45, 
1 female under 10, l female 2t-45 (believe broo 
of Benjam"in) 

1820 Pendleton Coo, S.C. (Anderson.Co. after 1826) Census~ 
Claibourne Harris- l male unde~ }0~ l male 10-16, l male 

25-45., 3 fema!es under 10! 2 females 10-16 
1 ~emale 16-20, 2. slaves same as No. 157 
in 1810} 

These Harrises found ir.: Pendleton Co. 1820., all over 45~ 
Richard- Sarah- Sa.nn.1.el- ,John- ~dwa-r.d.- Gold.ma.no 
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1810 Pendleton Dist., S. C. Record. of Benjamin Barris 

KNOW all men by tb.ese_presents that I Benj.,m.in Harris late 
of North Carolina now i-esident of South Carolina and Pendleton 
m.striot for divers good causes and considerations me hereunto 
moving b&ve made ol'd&ined constituted and appointed and by 
.these presents do make ol'dain constitute and appoint my tl"Wlty 
friends Richaro Major and Walter Bell of the State of Georgia 
and Jackson County my two and law.ful. attorneys for me in 1lI1 
name to ask demand sue for :recover and receive of and from any 
person who may be in possession of lands in the State of 
Tennessee or elsewhere claimed by Claiborn Harris deceased 
for sel'Vices done by him as a regular soldier in the late 
revolutionary- war then a citizen of Granville- County and 
State of North Carolina under the command of Colo William 
Taylor giving and granting by these presents to my sd. attorneys 
:f"Ul.l power and authority to take pu:rsue and follow such legal 
courses for the recoveey- receiving and obtaining the same as I 
myself could do were I personally present and upon the l'eCeipt 
of the same &-- other acquitanoes of the same and other suffi­
cient diacba:rges for me in my name- to make sign seal and de­
liver to one or more attorney or attorneys under them to 
substitute or appoint again at his pleasure to make and .further 
to do perform and execute for me & in my name- all and singular 
thing or things which shall or may be neceaaaey touching- and 
oonceming the premises as fully and entil'ely as I the said 
Benjamin H&l'l"is in nry- own person ought or could do in about 
the same ratifying allowing and confirming whatsoever my said 
attorney or attorneys shall lawfully do or cause to be done 
1n and about the execution of the the premises by virtue of 
these presents- In witness whereof I have hereunto set rq band 
and seal this fifth day of September :1.n the year of Lord One 
Thousand eight hundred & ten. 

Test: 

Josiah Pruitt 
her 

Polley X Barris 
mark . 

South Carolina 
Pendleton District. 

Benjamin Barris (LS) 

Personally came Josiah PI-uitt before me the subscribing 
Justice and made oath that he aaw Benjamin Barris sign seal 
& acknowledge the within letter o:f attorney to Richard Major 
& Walter Bell :for the use & purposes thel'ein mentioned and tbat 
Polley Barria with himself was a subscribing witness. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 5th o:f September 1810 
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South Carolina - Pendleton Disto (Cont'd) 

George Nash JoPo 

(True) 
Recorded 6th Novo 18100 

Josiah Pruitt 

Roster of N. Co Soldiers of Continental Line. Reference N. C. 
State Records Volo XVI 1782-1783 

A list of va:r.rants for lands granted officers and soldiel'B in 
the Continental Line out of the Seoretary'a office.· 

No. 883 
Pa 251 - Clabern Harris, Private- 640 Acres - 84 months service 

(Notice that the name Claiborn is spelled different ways but 
all mean the same persono Th1s·is recorq. referred to above) 

Other Pendleton Disto & Anderson Dist Recordsg 

IBED 
Claiborne Barris, Sro deeded tract of land to Claiborne 
Harris, Jro 18140 

Conveyance of land to Wheeler Posy by Claybourn Barris in 
.Pendleton District, SoC., 627 acres, July 30, 1816 . 

Wit:- Ao Lo Ea Alkin, Luke South&: Samuel Blacko 

Mary Lo Harris, wife of Claybourn Harris relinquished her dover. 
Recorded Novo 26, 18180 

Signed Mary Lo Harris, 
Alabama Territory, Blount Coo 1826. 

(these believed Benjamin Harris' brother and sister-in-law)o 
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Copy of letter from Judge Ralph King., Probate Court., Anderson 
Co • ., S. C. - · . 

Anderson County 15 February- 1950 

Ml-s. Cecil T. Hays 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

RE: Benjamin Hanis, Estate 

Dear Madam:: 

I have checked the :records of this office and I 
find where one Benjamin Harris died Intestate in 1833. 

I bave checked over the record, which is ve7!1 incomplete 
as was the case in those days, and I find that in the pleadings 
they state that he left eleven children, eight boys and three 
girlso I have been able to find these names: Gillison Harris, 
James Harris, Caron B'.a?Tis, Wyatt Barris, Archibald Barris, 
Sally Barris, and Rebecca Burden. James Barris was appointed 
administl'&tor of the estate. Perhaps, the reason no other 
names appear is because of some indebtedness some of the 
children did not share·in the estateo 

The other estates listed with us up to 1851 are as follows: 

Handy Harris (1805) died Testate 
Jonathan Harris (1822) Intestate 
Benjamin Harris (1833) Intestate 
Jas. So Harris (1833} Testate 
Nathaniel Harris (1837) Testate 
John Harris (1838) Intestate 
Gillison Harris (1843) Intestate 
John Harris (1844) Intestate 
John Harris, Esq. (1845) Testate 
Joshua Harris (1849) Intestate 

Very tl'UJ.y yours, 

Ralph F. K1.ng 
Judge, Probate Court 
Anderson, S. C. 

Sale - The Estate o:f Benjamin Harris, Deceased·. 

Amount of Sale~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $430.95 
Additional 8032 

Espenses 

$43ft27 

60053 

$378073 
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Sale - Estate of Benjamin ~rris (Cont'd) 

One-Third for Widow 3 ( $378. 73 

Widows share $125. 24 

Balance for children $252.49 

There are 11 children- 3 gii:-1.s and 8 boyso 

The gii:-ls having rec'd frc;:,m their father in his lifetime 
Property which they have not accounted for, they are there­
fore excluded from any part of the ~bove sumo 

The boysJ as in supposed, having rec'd and about the same 
from their father and that schedule, except Wyatt from whose 
share is ded.uc·ted $20000 will give to each boy except Wyatt 
$34006 and to Wyatt the sume ol $14.o6 . 

A Sale bill shows· the .following named persons who, it is 
suppos8d are obildreng 

Jas. Gillison Barris, Karon Barris 
James Haiaris 
Caran Hanis 
Arch.able -:Efal'ris 
Rebecca Bu:rden 
Samuel Harris 
Wyatt Harris 
James Barris was appointed Administrator on May 21,_1832. 
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Conveyance of Land by Heizes or Benjamin Harris, and by Ka.l'en 
Barris his widow, to Gillison Harriso 

State ors. c.) · · 
Anderson Disto) ---- Know all men by these Presents that I, 

Karen Hawis (Karenbappuck) wife of 
Benjamin Harris, deceased and Aroh (Arobi.ba.ld) Barris, Mary 
Barris, Overton Barris, James Ha.zaris, Lorenzo Bal'ris, Ezekial 
Barris, Joseph Thompson and Mary Thompson his wife, Aaron 
Vandiver and Nancy his wife, John Gear and Elizabeth his wife 
and Wyatt Harris, Heirs and legal representatives of the said 
Benjamin Harris, deceased, in consideration of 500 dollars 
(Five Hundred Dollars) to us in band paid by Gillison Hsrz-is 
of the State and District aforesaid have granted, bargained 
and l'eleased and sold and by these Presents do g....'"B.nt, bal'g&in 
and zaeleaBe and sell unto the said Gillison Harris all that 
plantation or tract of land containing Two Hundred (200) Acl'es 
mol'e or less being a part of a. tract of land containing 640 
acres, more or less, conveyed by Thomas Farraz-, Sherif.f of 
Wasbi.ngton Di.strict in Pendleton County, now Anderson District 
and which was originally granted to John Ball, Sr. Bounded 
by lands of James Shealey, SR & James Shealey, Jza., Samuel 
Millwee and James Dickson, and Lawson Forbes, with all and 
singular the rights, heritaments and appertenances to have 
and to hold all and singulaza the Premeses before mentioned 
unto the said Gillison Barris His heirs and assigns forevel' 
and we do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, our e.xecutol's and 
assigns forever, and We do hereby bind ourselves,our heirs, 
executors and admin.:!.stractors t.o warrant and forever defend 
all and singular the said Premises unto the said Gillison Harris, 
his q.eirs and assigns e.gainst Olll'self and our heirs, executors 
and administrators to warrant and forever defend all a~signs 
against ourself and our heirs, executors and administrators 
lawfully claiming any :gs.rt the:reo!'o Witness our band and seals 
this Deco 5, 1835 and 60th year of American Independenceo 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence or 

Aaron Vandiver S 
John Geer S 
Nancy Vandiver S 
James Harris S 
Mary- L ~ Harris S 
Overton Harris S 

Karen Harris (S) 
Wyatt Harris (S) 
A (Archibald) Barris lsl Elizabeth Harris 5 
Lorenzo Harris 5 
Ezek1.al Harris S 

Wit. in presence of Van Lawhorn, James Neely 
Ho D. Reese · James Dickson. Micajah Estes 

Personally came Van Ao Lawhorn before me and made oath that he 
did see Archibald.Harris, Aaron Vandiver and James Hanis sign, 
seal·and deliver the within deed of conveyanoe for the uses 



Conve,anc.e or Land (.Cont'd} 

and purposes hel'ein ment"ioneda 
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Swom to befol'e the 8th day or June, 1837.- Van A Lawhol"D 

Registered, recorded and certified and examined June 8, 1837 

Elijah Webb, CoC.Ja Ex Orf 
CaCaR. MC 

Anderson Ca House 
Book V page 333 

from- Pendleton South Carolina Messenger--1820 
(SaCa Historical & Genealogical Maga 47- Pa 81) 

"Melancholy Accident! Died on Saturday, the 5th instaot, Mr. 
Andrew Robinson, of This District, by a fall from his horse~ He 
was returning from muster, in company with several others, on 
the :road between the house or Mro Archibald Harris and Christopher 
Orr's store, some or the company determined to ~n their horses. 
Mra Robinson was chosen to be a Judge or the race; he with another 
young man pitched upon to be the other judge, set off to take 
their stand at the other end or the race ground; on the way 
Robinson's horse ran him against a tree, and destressing to relate, 
gave him a deadly wounda Medical aid was procured without· delay, 
but in about fifteen or twenty minutes after the physician 
arrived, the patient expireda His head was bruised, several ribs 
broken, the fractured ends of which were supposed to have pierced 
bis lungsa Mr. Robinson was in the prime of life; be has left a 
wife and three children to lament his sudden and unexpected death. 

Pendleton, SaCa Messenger February 160 

(this Archibald Harris was son of Benjamin, do 1833, and rather 
of William b. 1820) 
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State of South Carolina) 
Anderson District ) 
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I, James S. Harzais of" the Anderson District, District and State 
aroresaid, feeble in body but of sound and disposing mind and 
memory, d.o make and publish this my Last Will and Testament 
hereby revoking and ma.k:1.ng void all former Wills by me at ·any 
time made hel'etofore. 
1st. I direct that all my just debts be pa.id out of the fil'8t 
money received of my estatew 
2ndo My Will is that should '!I!'/ beloved wife survive me the 
following property I wish her to hsve at the appraised value. 
One Bed and furnitu.-ne, Segar and Lizzy his wife & my oxen and 
cart and two horses and two cow~ and calves and any or all 
other articles of Household or Kitchen .f\lrniture or plantation 
tools she may wish should the same not exc.ede the one seventh 
part of my Estate not be!'einafter Willed. 
3rdo I will that my daughter Mary E. Harris ehall have also 
at appraised valuation, one bed and furniture and the balance of 
her distributive share say- the one seventh part o:f whole Estate 
containing Two hundred Dollars to be deducted- tuition and cloth­
ing she bas received to be paid to her 1n cash. 
4th. I also Will that my son James Co Harris shall have one 
bed and furniture, and two negro boys, Dick and John at appraised 
valueo 
5tho I also will that my son, William Lo Harris shall have one 
bed and furniture at appraised value and two r.egro boys namely 
Mose and Daniel, and one tract of land called the Watt tract 
containing one hundred and forty nine acres adjoining the land 
on which I live all at app:raised value. 
6th. I will that my- daughter Jane Amanda Harris shall also 
have one bed and furnitlll"e and tvc Negro Girls named L~cky and 
Eliza at appraised valuation~ 
7th. I will that my son Thomas Alonzo Harris shall have one bed 
a.nd f\lrniture and the t~act of land whereon I now live containing 
two hundred and thirty acrei, Two Negro boy-3 named Aron and Tom 
all at appraised valuation. . 
8th. I will that my daughter Ter!"'issa Aa E. Harris one Bed and 
furniture Two Negro Girls Nanny and Fanny all at appraised 
valuation. 
9th. My·will is that all the balan~e of my Estate not here in 
_willed be put to sale and out of the proceede that my own gmve 
and the Grave of my fomer wife be neatly fixed with brick or 
stone and neat Marble head stones be placed to each and the 
balance remaining on hand to be equally divided between the with 
in named legatees excepting :my son William who shall receive 
fifty Dollars in consequence of Schooling rec'd already which 
will make my wife and my children all equal, share and share alike 
Except Mary and William and my Willia th.at should any of the 
within named legatees die previous to the age of twenty one years 
or marry:tng and securing their property that such deceased share 
shall be equally divided between the surviving within named-
lega tees and at the death o.f" my with.in ment.ioned wife Sarah Harris 
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James S. Barris Will (Cont'd) 

that all.the property willed to her shall be equally d.1veded 
between my- Slll'Viving cb.11.dren equally share and share alike 
together with the issue of the negro lizzy living or their 
increase and I do hereby nominate constitute and appoint W. B. 
Clark of the District of Abbeville in the State aforesaid 
Executor of ·this my Last Will and Te8tanient in w1.tnefs whereof 
I do hereby sign and seal the above in the presence of 

• 
Robert Mc.Alister 
Jno W. Canon 
Robert N. Smith 

(Believe brother of Benjamin Harris) 

CllA.'fION 

June 13, 1831 

James S. Harris 

Whereas Sally Barris-having applied to me for Letters of Ad­
ministmtion on the Estate of' Benjamin .Harris late of Anderson 
District, deceased, the kindred and creditors of the said 
decease are therefore eited to appear in the COU19t of Ol'dinaey 
for Anderson District at Anderson Court House on Friday the 20th 
Inst To _show cause if any tp.ey can why said Letters should not 
be granted. - · · 
Given under my band and Seal this 6th day of March 1837. 

'Herbert Hammond, O.A.D. 

(This- widow of Jamea Harris, believed brother of Benjamin, 
who made him adminietra.tor of h.1~ Estate) 
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Cherokee land Lottery 

The following Harrises from Anderson District South Carolina 
drew land in the Cherokee Gold Lotteryo ·They moved to Georgia 
and settled in Forsyth, Gwinnett and Cherokee Counties, as did 
other members of the family of the late Benjamin Barris. 

3300 Arch Harris, Baker's- 3rd Disto- 1st Seco 
3990 Wma Harris, Hamilton's- 3rd Dist.·- 1st Seco 
471. Ezeld.el To Har~is.11 Hamilton's- 15th Disto- 1st Seco 
5680 Eo To Harris, Hamilt.on's- 2r.;d Dist~- 3rd Seco 

Copy ·or Grant to Are:b.!.bald Herr!.::.~ 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
By His Excellency Charles J McDonald Governor and Commander in 
Chief of .the Army and Navy of tb.:!s State, and of the M111t1& 
thereo.f o 

TO AIL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME"' GREETINGi 
Know Ye, Tbat in pursuance of the Act of.the Gene:ral A1:1sembl7 of 
this State, entj.t.led "an Act to lay out the Gold Region in the 
lands, at present in the ooc.upancy of ·the Cherokee Indians, into 
small lots, and dispose c,f the same by separate Lotte:ry," _pas~ed­
on the 24th day of ~cember 1 1831, I Have Given and Granted, and 
by tbes-a presents Do Give and Gra.nti unto 

Arc:h.i.bald Harris 
of Barkers District Gwinne~te Coll!"Jty his heirs and assigns forever, 
all that tract or lot of land, cottaining fo:rty acres, lying and 
being in the Third district., of t::,e First section, in -the county 
of_Cherokee in said State, which said tract, or lot of land, is 
know and distinguished ir. the p:er. of said district, by the 
Number 

Three Hundred And T"nirty 
having such shape, form, and marks., a.s appear by a plat of the 
same hereunto annexedg T-0 HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Tract or Lot 
of Land, together with all aml :sing.!lar the rights, members and 
appurtenances thereof., whatsoever.~ ";.t.nt.o -the said Archibald Bar:ris 
bis befrs and assigns; to h!s Bnd ~heir own proper use; benefit 
and behoof·f'orever in fee-simple .. 

Given under my hand, and the Great Seal of the.said State,· 
this Eleventh day of December in the year eighteen hundred and. 
thirty nine and of the Independence of t,.;be United States of 
America, the Sixty fourth 

Signed by His Excellency the Governor, tb1.s 11th day of_Dec:r. 
1839- Charles J McDonald- ~~ A~ Glascock S.E.D. 
Registered the 11th day cf Dec-ro l839u 
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Cherokee Land Lottel'J' Cont'da 

Copy of Grant to Ezekiel Ta Har:rais: 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
By Bis Excellency Wilson Lumpkin Govemor and Commander in Chief 
of the A'I'T.liy and Navy of tb1s State, and of tbe Militia tbereofo 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME.11 GREETING: . · 
Know Ye, That in pursuance of the Act of the General assembly ot 
this State, entitled 11an Act to lay out the Gold region, in the 
lands at· present in tbe occupancy of the Cherokee Indians, into 
small lots, and dispose of the same ·by separate Lottery," passed 
on· the 24th day of Decembe:ra, 1831.11 I have Given And Granted, and 
by these presents Do Give and Grant unto 

Ezekiel To Barris 
of Hamilton ~s District Gwinnett Coun·ty bi.s heirs and assigns tor 
ever, all that Tract or Lot of Land, containing fo:raty acres, . 
lying and being in the fifteenth district of the first section in 
the county of Cherokee, 1n said State, which said tract or lot ot. 
land is-known and di_stinguished in the plan of said district by 
tbe Numbe:ra 

Fo'Ul' Hundred and Seventy One 
having such shape, f'orm and marks., as appear by a plat of the 
same hereunto annexed: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Tract or 
Lot of Land, together with all and singular the rights, members 
and appurtenances thereof, whatsoever, unto the said Ezekiel To 
Harris his heirs and assigns; to his and their own prope·r use, 
benefit and behoof forever in fee-s1mplea 

Given under my band, and the Great Seal-of the said State, 
this Twenty-first day of January in the year eighteen hundred 
and thirty four and of the Independence of tbe United States 
of America, the fifty eighth 

Signed by His Excellency the Governor, this 25th day of 
January 1834- Wilson Lumpkin- Wm J W Wellborn SoEoDo 
Registered the 25th day of January 18340 
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Georgia Census Recordsg 

1840 Forsyth County, Georgia Census: 
R. B. Barris - 1 male 10-15, 1 male· 30-40, 1 female 20-30. 
James Harris - 1 male under 5, 1 male 5-104 1 male 30-40 

1 female 5-10, l female 30- 0 
-Elizabeth Barris- l female 50-60 
ArcMbald Harris (son of Benj. of s.c.)- 2 males 5-10, 2 males 

10-15, 1 male 15-20, l male 20-30, ·1 male 50-60,. 2 females 
under 5, l female 15-20, 1 female 40-50. 

James Harris ·(son of Benj. of" s.c. )- l male under 5, l male 5-10, 
l male 15-20, 1 male 40-50, 2 females under 5, 1 female 5-10, 
1 female 10-15, 1 female 30-40. 

Dow Harris (son of Benj. of S.C.)- 30-40 with wife 20-30, 5 
children. 

William Harris- 1 male 20-30, 1 ma.le 30-40, 1 female 20-30, 
1 female 30-40, 1 female 70-80 (believed to be widow of 
Benj. of s.c.) · 

1850 Forsyth County, Georgia Census: · 
William.Harris 30 Farmer (S.C.) real. $1000, wife Jane 23 (N.C.), 

Children: Nancy C. 7, James W. 5, Mary E. 3, Harris 6 mo. 
(this s9n of Archibald Harris- all Children born Ga.) 

Arch Barris ( son of Benj. ) 62 ( S. C. ) real. $3000, wife Mary 51 
(s.c.), Children: Anderson V. 21, David F. 19, Smith C 17, 
Sarah J. 14:, Frances E. ·11, Josephine 9, Drucilla 7, 
Septian s. • · 

L. D. Barris (Dov, son of Benj.) 46 (S.Co) real. $2500, wife 
Sarah 38 (Ga.), Childreni James G. 20, Wm. B. l8L Wilson P. 16, 
Frances E. 14, Mary E. lli Frances Garner 58 (S.v.- mother of 
Sarah) All Children born u-e..) 

Ezekiel Harris (son of Benj.) 42 (S.C.) real. $2500, wife Elizabeth 
40 (Ga.), Children~ Wm. S. 14, Oliver G. 12, Martha R. 10, 
Gilford P. 8, Sarah 6, Christopher 4, Mary E. 1. All children 
born Ga. 

James Harris (son of Benj.) 51 {S.C.) real. $1600, wife Elizabeth 
48 (S.O.), Children: Caron 17, Over~on 19, Sarah 15, Terrell 
13, Mary 11, Martha 9. First -5 children bom S.C. others Ga. 

Claiborn Harris (believe son of Benj.) 55, wife Sarah 45, 
Children: Wm. W. 18, James L. 16, Alonzo C. 15, Sarah Ao 13, 
])e.v!d L. 10, Christopher C 8, Zacharrab To 5, Nancy E. 2, 

· All Children born S.Co 

1860 Forsyth County Georgia Censusi . 
Claibom Barris 67 Cabinet Workm&n (S.C.- same as 1850), wife 

_Sarah 57 (S.C.), Children: David 20, Christopher 17, Zeckariah 
18, . 

Mary Harris 58 (S.0.- widow of Archibald) Farmer re&lo $600 
personal $250, Children: Cepton E. 150 . 

William Harris (son of Archibald) 40 (SoC.) Farmer real. $6000 
personal $5300, wife Manirva J. 3} {N.Ca)\ Children: Ja. W. 14, 
Ma:ey E. 12, Virginier 10, Barout (HarrietJ 8, Adaline R (Angie 
Ra.yJ 2. All ch1ldren born Ga. 
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Georgia Census Records Cont'do 

1850 Gwinnett County Geors+a Census: . 
W1&tt Harris (son of Benjo) 55 (SoCo real. $600, wife Dorcas 45 

( s ._c. ) , Children: Gilliam 17, Sebria 16, James 12, Hulda 10, 
Martha 8, Ma:r, 4. 

John Harris 41 (S.C.), •1fe Sa:rab ,s (S.Co) 

1850 Ch~rokee County Georgia Census: 
Benj. W. Castleberl'f 37 (Ga.), wife Caron Ho 33 (S.C.- dau. of 

Archibald Barris}, Children: Mary Jo 12, Margaret 10, Tho•s 8, 
Archibald Ho 6, Satin Co 4, Leonidas 1, (Cb. all born Ga.) 

John P. Revis 35, (NoC.), wife Rosannah 27 (Ga.- d&u. of 
Archibald), Children: Mary 6, Benjamin 5, Sarah 4, Perlina 2. 
(Cbildl'en all born Ga.) 

:lote: 
From these Census Records ve can determine the time that 

the family of Benjamin Barris came to Georgia. Children's place 
of birth show that the widow and children of Benjamin came to 
Georgia about 18:,S. · · 

Overton Harris, son of Benjamin of South Carolina, went to 
Mississippio 

Cqurt Records in Lee County, Miss o of Overton Barris: . 

April 14, 1876-
0verton Harris, Complainant-VS- James Kincannon, Defendant, 
found in Genera.l Chancery Docket No. 2 Cause No. 648 

June 18, 1877-
0verton Harris, Complainant-VS- JoH. Seaboren et•!,. Defandants, 
found in General Chancery Docket No. 2 Cause No. 7UOo 

February 6, 1882-
James Kincannon, Complainant-VS- Overton Harris, Defendan:t, 
filed in General Chancery Docket No. 2, Cause No. 924. 

John A. Rasberry- Chancery Clerk Lee Co. Miss. 

Infonnation on tbe family of Overton Harris, found in Overton 
Barris Oba.rt, was f\lrnished by his granddaughter, Adele Miller 

Gibson and his great-granddaughter Lyda Jackson Iaggett. 
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Gravestone Inscriptions-

Archibald Harris, son of Benjamin, buried at Midway GraveJa,rd·on 
· · Atlanta-Cumming Bigbvay. 

Gravestone Inscriptiong 
"Archibald Barris Born May 20 1789 Died 1856 11 

Mary {Polly) Thompson Harris, wife of Archibald.Harris, buried 
by Arc bi bald at Midway. 

Gravestone Inscriptiong 
"Sacred To The Memory Of Mary Consort And Relic Of Archibald 
Barris Born May 15 1801 Died Sept 7 1886 Blessed Are They 
That Die In The Lord". 

James Harris, son of .Benjamin., buried in Old Graveyard. on his 
fa.rm on Highway lfoo 9 Atlanta to Dl.blonega. Old 
Barris place later known as the Dr. John T. 
Bunter place. 

Gravestone Inscriptiong . 
"Sacred To The Mamou O:f James Barris Born December 25·1799 
Died.November 10 1857". 

Lorenzo Dow Barris, son of Benjamin, buried at Midway Graveyard 
on Atlanta=Cumming Highway. 

Gravestone Inscriptiong . · · 
'~IS Lorenzo Dow Harris Born Febo l 1804 Died May 30 1870 11

• 

Overton Barris, son of Benjamin., buried Odd-Fellows Cemetery, 
Okolona Mississippi. 

Gravestone Inscriptiong 
"Overton Barris Born 1798 Died 1894 Not Slowful In Business 
Fervant In Spirit Serving Tbe Lord. 11

• 

Ezekiel Harris, son of Benjamin, buried Stone Church Graveyard 
Ringgold., Georgia.o 

Gravestone Inscription~ 
''Ezekiel Husband of E o Harris Born Ma.rob 30 18o8 Died .. ".tjl:Pill.., 
l6 1S5iJ'. f e ~ · I 3 , I V'I C, " 

On same·stoneg 
''Elizabeth Wife Of Ea Hal'r.is Born May 311810 Died Octa 111900 11

• 

Wiiliam Harris, son of Arch.ibald and Grandson of Benjamin, blll'ied 
Dogwood Cemetery. 

Gravestone Inscr.iptiong 
''Wmo Harris N; Anderson Dist~ SnCo Feb. 1st {Born) Died 
Febo 3 1884, Age 64 Yl'So 7 Dll.7s 11

0 
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Copies From Old Family Letters: 

(From letter written to Lyda Dlggett Marianna, Arko, great-gr,.nd­
dau«hter of Overton Barris born 17980 Letter written by Mattie 
Miller, daughter of Overton Harris): 

"Okalona, Misso Dec ... 16, 1920- I heard my- father say bis father 
was a .fine military man and officer in Rev o War. Tel 1 yr children 
that yr Barris ancestors originated from tbe Claiborn Banis Clan ct 
Scotland a mil1 tary and political party fine blood and Christain 
Protestantso--- Isham Barris a Tenno former Senator (UoS.) also 
Governor of Tenno when Tennu seceded was related to our Barris 
family. Also an old lady in Gao wrote me that former Governor 
llato Harris of Ga. was a cousin of mineo" 

(from same dated 1923)i 

"Mrso Alice Strickland (grand-daughter of Lorenzo Dov Harris) 
told me she heard that ray- father left home or rather ran away 
from bi.a home in Ga. as.his widowed .Mother bad several sons at 
home younger tban be·. My father was the oldest child of a large 
family-- l There were older children -married) I was bom when my 
fa tber was old and remember h:tm saying his father was a veey .fine 
looking .Military man in his officers uni.form o " _ 

(from letter written to Mattie Miller by Alice Strickland 1923): 

"I have always heard that my grandfather Lorenzo Dow Barris 
who was a brother to your father had uncles one of which was 
distinguished in the Rev o War- one was named Clayborn--- · 
They all c.ame originally from S~Oc All that I ever knew was 
that five of the brothers- Archy, James, Wyatt, Ezekiel, and my­
grandfather Lorenzo Dov all settled in Gao, and your grandfather 
Overton went to Missa" -

(from letter written to Mat~ie Mill~r by May Wilson 1923 (grand­
daughter of Ezekiel HarrisJg 

"Benjamin Harris was born in NaCo and died in SoCo I think 
bis father's name was Claibornea. Benjamin's wi.fe was Caron 
Gillison o Benjamin Harris bad eleven children my father knew 
six of them Archibald, Dow, Jim, Wyatt, Aunt Caron married a 
Mro Gear and vent to Texas, and. an aunt who married Mro Joe 
Thompsona My father thinks the others died in SaC. Except 
your father, Overton, vbo went to Misso The information I have 
just given you my father told meo He said tell you his grand­
mother Harris had Scotch-Irish in bero 11 
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Copies From Old Family Letters Cont'do 

(Ji'rom letter written to Lyda Daggett by Mattie Miller 1921): 

"My father's date of 'birth 1798 was given me by bis brother 
Ezekiel Harris of Ringgold., Gao A daughter of Mrso Sallie Smith 
wrote me tbat Ben Barris of Ringgold, Ga. had the old Barris 
Bibleo 

"Cousin Cristopher Columbus Harris told me the 1a·st time I 
saw h1lll., before his death ten years ago., that our Harris family 
originated from the Claiborne Harris Clan of Scotland or England." 

(from letter written by Overton Barris (son or James Harris and 
·grandson of Benjamin Barris of SoCo Written to his sister Mrso 
Sarah Harris Cobb of Forsyth Co., Gao)~ 

"This June 15th 1881- Dear Brother & family I read your letter 
of June da.j.t the 11 was truly glad to bear from you & to here that 
you were all well Said you request me when I come out to bring 
your pa.rt or Mothers Cloathing I would like very 11111Ch to doe so if 
conveaniant though it would be nearly a dais trav11 out of the 
way Cb.aron bas them all as I told you Haygood come to my house 
the day after I got home from thare & got his part of the estait 
as he calls it & I havent herd from them sence but one they were. 
still mad at me & I dont know yet how we will come if we come in 
a buggy we couldent fetch much of any thing I dont bave eny ide 
tbat we can come in the vaggon at that time on account of gathering 
the crop you shal have Mothers testament at the early-est conveaniance 
yes I want you to have it I sent-Melissa her money or started it 
in a regestered letter in februa.ry & havent heard from. it sence if 
the...,- 89:t. ~ t. they aught to let me know 1 t maby if you will wright 
Caron a kind letter She will send them over here & I could have a 
chance to get them to you we are looking for lots of the kiµ ·out 
tbare to se us this summer come your self & get tbes you & pete 
come Said Mother was Born December 18th 1801 & Died January 5th 
1881 She did not talk a gradeal about·dyj.ng on account of being 
in so much misery I herd her say tbat all she craived was a easy 
death & that she had know fears as to the future She started once 
to teli her.experience & stoped _not being able to talk I dont know 
that I will have her funarel preached here as fathers never was 
preached I bavent had our little boys preached & ~owing that it 
dont benefit the dead though I want you to have it preached tbare 
that is the place of her membership I have a splended prospect for 
a crop up to the preasent & pretty wel up with my work wheat & 
oats ar good here wheat ready for the thresher come out when 
crops are laid bye and se us be sure theas lines leave us in 
toler&bly good health hope they come safe to band & find you all 
in the best of health nothing moore at preasent ondly remain-
Your Brother untell death 

Overton Harris " 
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CHART of Proof Reco.rds- from Claiborn Harris of Granville Co., 
N.C. to Claud Callaway, son of Angie 

· Ray Harris. 

Claiborn Harris - citizen of Granville County, N.C. at time he 
.gave service in Rev. War. Given land grant in Tenn. for his 
Rev. Service. Was mentioned as deceased in 1810 (thls from 
court record of hls son, Benjamin, on record 1n Anderson Co. 
So. Carolina Book K page 248 Pendleton Dist. Records). 
D9eds as early as 1754 found in Granville Co., N.C. to him, 
one 1787 naming wife of Claiborn Harris as Judith. Our 
Cluborn Harris would have had to have been born by ac 1745 
or likely before to have been of age to have been grandfather 
by 1789 or before, so it is most likely that the first record 
found in Granville Co., N.C. deed 1754, is of our Claiborn. 
Th.ere vas evidently a younger Claiborn in Granville Co. as 
we find :records too late to be of the father of Benjamin. 
The younger Claiborn most likely was the son of the elder 
Claiborn, as we find mentioned in old family letter, that 
Benjamin had a brother Claiborn. 

Benjamin Harris- born in North Carolina, son of Claiborn Harris 
of Granville Co. , N. C. Married before 1792 Karenhappu.ch 
Gillison, daughter of Archibald Gillison (his will 1792 
Abbeville, S.C. names his daughter, Ka.renhappuck Harris. 
Archibald Gillison was from Parish Brumfield, Culpeper Co., 
Va.., where we find deed mentioning him and his wife Jean 
(Jane) 1760)0 Benjamin Harris' son, Archibald was born May 
20, 1189. Benjamin Harris died 1833 in Anderson Co., S.C. 
leaving, as mentioned in court record, wife Karen Harris, 8 
sons and 3 daughters, named were~ Archibald. (b. 1789 d. 
1856 Forsyth Coo, Ga.); Macy; Overton (bo 1798 N.C. d. 1894 
Miss.); James (b. 1795 d. 1857 Forsyth Co., Ga.)j Lorenzo 
Dow (b. 1804 do 1870 Forsyth Co., Ga.); Ezekiel \b. 1808 d. 
1894 Ringgold Ga.); Elizabeth (m. John Geer); WJS,tt. 
Benjamin Harris' wife and children moved to Georgia (most 
in Forsyth Co.) aft-er his death • 

.h-chib&ld Barris- born May 20, 1789 (family records give N.C.) 
died Dec. 22, 1856 For1:1yth Co., Ga. Married Mary (Poll,-) 
Thompson, b. 1801 d. 1886 (dau. of Joseph Thompson of 
Anderson Dist. S. C. ) • Archibald Harris ' son William b. in 
Anderson Dist. s.c. Feb. 1. 1820, d. Feb. 8, 1884 Whitfield 
09. , Ga. Other children of' Archibald & Mary were: 
Anderson v. b. ac 1829i.~vid F. b. ae 1831; Smith C. b. ac 
1833;_,_Sa:rah J. b. ac lo-'°A •. Frances E. b. ac 1839; Josephine 
b. 1041; .Dl'IJ.cilla b. ac 1043, Septian b. ac 1845. Thl.s can 
be found 1n 1850 Forsyth Co., Ga. Census. Archibald, Maey 
& Son William records found on tombstones. 
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Chart of proof records (Cont'd) 

William Harris son of Archibald & Mary- (Polly) Barris- born 
Peb. 1, 1820 in Anderson Dist. SoCo {Civil War records & 
tombstone) died Feb. 8 1884 1n Whitfield Coo, Gao Married 
Menirva Jane Whitsitt (b. Dec. 23, 1827 in Rock1ngballl Co., 
N. Co , d. May 16, 1904 Wh1 tf"ield Co. , Ga. ) married Dec • 18, 
1842 in Forsyth Co. Ga. Their children: Nancy Caroline 
b. 1843; Mary Elizabeth b. 1847; V1rgin.1a Corneilla b. 1851; 
~ames Whitsitt b. 1845; Harriette Elizabeth b. 1855; Angie 
Ray. b. 1858; William "W"J.i tsi tt b. 1864. All except William 
Whitsitt were born in Forsyth Co., Ga. he is Whitfield Co .. 
Ga. 

Angie Ray Harris - born Forsyth Co .. , Gao July 23, 1858 died 
Sept. 25,· 1925 in Chattanooga, Tenno Married Dec. 16, 1880 
Luke Henry Callaway (b. Oct. 7, 1860 d .. July 10, 1929) in 
Wh1 tfield Coo , Ge.. Their Children all born in Whitfield 
C~ Ga.: William Claud 1883; Jessie H. 1886; Samuel GUJ" 
1000; Nettie J .. 1891; Troy Ray 1899. · 

William Claud Calla.way- son of Angie Ray Barris was born April 
13, 1883 in Whitfield Co., Ge.. Mal9ried Jwie 20, 1905 
nnora Koons in Chattanooga, Tenn. 



11 · 
Harris - Page 560 

TALES OF THE SONS OF BENJAMIN HARRIS 

Told by Their Grandchildren 

Arcb:ibald Harris- w-ri tten by his granddaughte_r, Cora Powell: 

"I saw my grandmother He.rriso I was so small I only remember 
her aa being blind and smoking a pipe. I heard Mother spea~ of 
Grandpa. Harris as owning a large farm and having lots of negroes. 
One negrp called Mose left some grass round a stump and Grandpa 
called him back to get. it, for he wo11ldn 't leave any grass any 
where. Mose was afraid to pull it out, so Grandpa took bis 
finger to show him how, didn't get it all so took bis other 
finger and brought out a large snake~ He clamped his wrist 
and begged them to cut off' the finger., but none would do it .. 
He bad spell_s every year., until he died a. t that same time of 
yeara So the snake caused his death~" 

James Harris-.written by his granddaughter, Esther Barris Pbillips: 
11I heard my .father tell many stories of James Harris., who was 

my grandfatbero I never d.id see him., aa he died long before I 
was born o Grand.father I s bobby we.a re.ising deer. He bad deer 
and hogs and log cabins for h:ts negroes~ When they killed bogs, 
Grandfather used to come out and holler., 11put a·cob in that hogs 
moutl:i' _ Be raised lots of corr. '!nd wheat and was very weal thy. 
He bad a horn .full of gold, He kept it behind the logs in the 
wallo He had slaves in slave time. He died during the Civil 
War and left Grandmother with the freed slaves on her.bands. So 
she lost her negro slaves.:" 

Overton Harris- written by his granddaughter, Adel Miller Gibson: 

"Overton Harris ca.me to Missif-sippi w"her.. he was about fifteen 
years old. One of the first yea.:rs he wat~ in Mississippi he lost 
a coin purse with $1.75 in 1~, he was ·broke. The next year when 
he was piowing he found tbat purse a.nd said that after that time 
he was never again brokeo He worked hard, saved his money, bought 

land and was very successful in business. 

''when the war between the states closed he had about 300 
slaveso A number of them wanted to stay with hima Some left· 
and came back. He fired an overseer once because be cursed a 
negro slave. An old slave, Uncle-Bill Moore, told me how he and 
my grandfathe_r hid the .family silYer 'down in the bottom' from 
tbe Yankesa Some of them tried to me.ke him tell where the silver 
was hidden., and ti_ed bim up by his thumbs o My grandfe. ther found 
an officer from the northern side who made them take the negro 
downa 
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Tales or the sons or Benjamin Barris Cont 1do 

Overton Harris Oont'd-

"Overton Harris continued to have a great deal of talent for 
mak:1.ng money, up to his very old age o After he was ninety years 
old, he was riding a mule or horse to see if it was what he 
wanted to bu.yo It threw him and broke his leg. 

"Years after his death we were told or many charitable deeds 
he per.formed, vlU.ch he never mentionedo He gave unlimited help 
to •ny ministers and their families over a period or yes~s. He 
bought and furnished a home for one 'circuit rider' minister. 

"My two sisters and I own the plantation where grandf'ather 
livedo Thi~ land bas been in our family ever since Ann Elizabeth 
Clark bought it from the Indianso 11 

Lorenzo Dow Barris- written by his grandson, Charlie Harrell: 

"This one about Uncle Zeak 1s visit- One day Grandma and 
Grandpa was sitting -on the porch and t'be kids and darkies 
playing in the y&l'do A wagon stopped, a man got out and· came 
walking towards the housea All eyes and mouthes were openo· · 
Grandpa was the firi:,t to recognize Uncle Zeaka Be jumped off 
the porch and ran to meet him with arms upo They ran together 
and cli_nched and began going round and round, laughing and 
crying and chanting in an unknown tongueo The kids and darkies 
were excited, but oould see that they were not fighting, so they 
formed around in a circle and went round and round. Finally 
Uncle Zeak ·blubbered., 11Dow, I love you better than you do me". 
Grandpa says, ''how can you tell? 11 

o Uncle Zeak says, "I am · 
bugging you harder than you are me". Then they all knew who it 
was; and negroes fell down and began rolling and hollering and 
laughing and the kids ran up and grabbed them by the legs, · 
climed up on their backs and sholders and mixed up in the hugging 
and kissing jubileea Tbat was the Harris waya 11 

·"This ~D'3· on Grandpa- Dlring the Civil War, with their men 
away and Yankies pr9Wking in the vacinity, Aunt Martha and Aunt 
Caline gave the negroes the meat to hide in the woodso When tbe 
Yanks were gone, the meat was gone alsoo They put their beads 
toge_ther, as to what to doo One saidf "all I know is to 10 to 
lad's, but I bad rather take a beating 1 

a The other said, se 
had I, but there is no consolation; when he gets through calling 
us out we will get the meat" a Sure enough when they got there 
with their tale of woe, be snorted and they stood, heads down, . 
and listened to his uncomplimentary remarks about their gray matter, 
or the lack of ito Then another snort with his nose in the air, 
be grabbed their sacks, filled them with ham and fat backs tied 
them on their saddles and as they rode off he gave this parting 
shout, 111f you two block beads find your way home stay there you 
need not be coD1Ding back here 11

., When out of range they sang out 
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Tales of the sons of Benjamin ~rris Cont'da 

Horenzo Dov Harris- Cont 1da 

in unison, 110.K. Ds.d we won't until we get out of meat again". 
And they laughed all the way home, two and half miles, and 
continued to laugh every time they told it, which they had to 
do at every family gathering. That sent us on our ways 
laughing and crying and loving each other more and more. He 
never blamed the darkies or ask why they stole the meat. He 
knew why; it was the only way they had to get sweet meats for 
their women and children, that they loved as we do ours.· Fuss 
with them, not Grandpao He kept· the gate open to their cabin 
and they practiced the good neighbour policy with the early 
settlers. There was never a one of his family but what you 
might well be proud to claim kin. W'i th Harrises banging around 
every forks.road, some pulling some pushing to keep me headed 
in the right direction, ·I never bad a chance to get in trouble 
or see inside of a Hoos-gov in my 88 years. Blessed be their 
name for ever more. 11 

Ezekiel Barris- written by his granddaughter, Lorah Ba~ris Graham: 

"My grandfather, Ezekiel Harris~ was recognized as an out­
standing citizen of the highest honor and integrity, and very 
public spirited. I think he came from Forsyth County to Catoosa 
Cdunty, ·Georgia, nearly one hundred years ago. Be was a large 
land owner·and successful farmer. After the Civil War some of his 
slaves re.fused to leave his employe and bought property and worked 
for his family as long as they lived. He was so honest at.heart 
and in all bis dealings that be judged other men largely to be 
the same and often lent_ money without even taking a simple note 
to secure payment. · 

"Grandfather was a man of deeply religious faith. He was an 
outstanding Methodist of his_day and a generous giver.· He consid­
ered it bis privilege and pleasure to attend the Methodist 
Conferences along with the preacAers, and gave so generously to 
tbe various calls of the Church tbat he often bad to borrow money 
from his friends to get home. 

"Grandfather once owned the present Catoosa Target Range, and 
large acerage around there. In his spacious house on the bi.11 I 
remember attending bis and Grandmother's Golden Wedding Anniver­
sary, about se~enty years ago!' Hundred of guests were pi-esent. 

"Grandmother was the personification of gentleness. Grand­
father was sometimes bluntly outspoken, but be bad a heart of 
gold. In their hospitable home God was honored dailey and the 
Bible was the guide for solving their many pro))lems. 11 
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ConneotioQ-

CLAIBOBD iBCOBIB 

Cap~ Bo'bert llarriat son of Thoma.a Janis, 
!he lad.pant, ntal'l'iea. a widow, 11u7·c1&iltome 
Rice, daughter of Ool. William Cla1l;,o1'l!i_t11'st 
Seoretarr ot State of tu Colon7 ot·Vbg;uiia 

' . 
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lBSOBlf.r 01' . 
COL. WILLIAJI OLAll30BD 

·IPROJI - . 

Jfaloolll- and :ltbel.Nd II. - LadJ' ~va, 
nna o1. I \ nag ot .·--\ :. dau. ot 

lcotlam\2 JBnglaad•. -,J Bul ~. 

Pl'iD~••• :peat:riee- Crinan1 Princess ~va-Pl'inoe VthNd, 
Lo:rd ot ,:;he ·1 ot •orthumbe:r-

Ialea r--' land. 

dl'ed.-Aldigltba. 

---------' -I-~ ·~ :, ·, --~· .. i, -
Co1pat1'10:k, Ba.rl of ~barj 

I 
1,ad.7 Gua114ai o~, Lord of Seton. 

I 
Ooepatriclt de Curnn, Lord ot WOJ.'lc:ington-

- . . _I 
I 

Tbclaaa de Om-nn, Lord of Wo1'ld.Qgtonj 
/ I 

Patl'iolt de Curwen, Lord of Workington-
. / 

I 
Gilbert CUl'Vell, Lol'd of Wo~..,.. ...... ton-

. -.......ao / 

I 
GUllert CUl'lren, Lord of World.ngtonrth Bal'rington • 

. / 
GU'bel't cu.wen, Lord. of Workington-

/ .. ,,..-_ ... , ---------- . 

GU'ben · Curlren, Lol'd or Wori¢ngtonj~1oe Lcnrtllel', 

I . 
_ W1ll1&11 CUrnn, Lord. of World.?ltonj'-rp.ret Croft. 

I . . 
Obriatopher Ourven, Lord of Workington- za'beth lnddhaton, 

. . . 

811' me,..• Duffen, ot Wol'kµigton Ball-Anne Lowtber. . . . . I .· 
Lad.7 ~abeth Oul'Ven-lohn OlJ'bl&rne, ot Cle'b'm.'ne ~. 

/. 



_ Cl.&1.~p~e -_-- _; __ ,....--.2. 
Descent ot Col. Will1am Claiborne (Col.It'd) -

Lad7 Blizabeth Cu:l!nnjohn Cl7'burne, or Cleburne_.ll. 

. I 
!bomaa Cl,-burne, of ca.eburne Balli 

I 
Robert Cliburne, ot Cleburne Ball and llllerll7- Bmma llrk-

bride, of 
X11-kbr1de 

F.dmund Cleburne, of Cleburne Ball and Anne LaJton, ot 
X1ller'b7- llalemain. 
-- I I -

Richard Cl,eburne, of Cleburne Ball and Bleano~ Lancaster, 
· llllerbJ"- · ot Stoolcbridp. -______________ ! 

I 
Bdmand Cleburne, ot Cleburne Ball-Grace Bellingham, ot 

/ lleleington. ,.,... ___________ _ 
Sec. William Claibol'!le·, ot "Romanoolce, 11 Va. -Jane Butler, 

. . ot London. 

Ma:i-y: Claiborne, ot Virginia,- 2nd Robe:rt Barr:l,s or "Oed&:r 
Bill 11, Virginia. 



JESC~ OF COL. VO:,J.IAM CLAIBORIB 

l'ROJI. 
. I«>r,. !Q 1'0~. 

Rolf 

'!'he Nor19eman, who con~l'ed- llol'IIIBDd7-in the ,ear 912 A.D. 

William "Longsword.. · 
Dulce of Koind7. Died 943 • 

. Riobard surnamed "!he Pearlese u 
Reigned in iorman7 fif't7 ~ars. ~~ 996_. 

Richard surnamed "Tbe Good." 
Reigned· in Bormand.7 thirtJ' 7ears. Died 1026. Riobard-' s 

■1ete:J9 lillDa •nied in the J'e&l' 1002, Aethelred1 the Suon 
Ung ·of EngJ and. After his death sb.e mrried ~ne DIIPish 
llng Omit. Bis obildl'en vel'B Ricbard, Dake or :lo~d7,_ 
Yboae vite was Jud.ith1 and a deugbter Avioia, who married 
GeottNz, Dwce of Bri -ctan7. 

I ¢: :-. - 7 
RiOD&l'd. Geoffrey .L ~thervise Galtridus - -

Dike of llol"ll&Ild.J', whose I'uke of m'l.ttanr, ,, ••• rite 
wite ns Judith. was Avivioia, s ster ot Riobard, 

_- .:-· : · ·.-·; Dalee_ ot l'ormand7. 
R.obert·--Barlotta •~'.- / 

I- ~- I 7 
William Tbe Conqueror .-. · . Alan · -B, ludo 

(born 1027),·marMed Matilda Whose wife Whose·nfe 
vaa Bertha. was ~•. 
Their ohildren Their sone Yel'e 

I 7 I .7 
Their children 

/ '8 / _ Adela - Ro rt William II Avicia Conan StdlpheD Al.an •1ger 
~ of King of Who mal'l"ied aka ot A}...-~;WUa<Je_off'NJ' 
BQ~~d7 Eng.land Hoel Bm.au.n7 -·:~ · Ribald 

Benl'J' I. Conasance · )~:aldolph 
Ung ot England - "Married Al-.n 

Fergeant, son 
of Hoel. 

lB80Bl'IT PROM- BARDOLPH 

1. Bardolph! Lord of Bavensvath, great landowner ~ Yorkab.il'e. 
In his o d age became a monk. 

2. Alcal'is, or Acal'llis Fitz :Bal'dolph, founded the a1''be7 ot 
Fors A.D. 1140, Died A.D. 1161. 

'-• Be~e7 FitzAJcaris (A.D. 1165, ob. 1182). 



Descent from ~l'd.olph (Corit•~) 

4. Al.an, 4iotua "Olebul'De 11
• 

5, · Bel'V'&J' de Clibul'ae. 

6. Geotf're7 1'1. tz Bel'V87 ( de Clebul'ne). 

7, Sir Robert de Cleburne. 

8. Jobn de Clebu.rne. (Cebume). 

9. John ot John de Ceburne. 

10. Rowland Clebul'ne. 

Cla1bome - ~• }. 

11. John Cl7burne, ot Cleburne Ball died Aug. 8, 1489 • 

. 12. Tb.omaa ClJ"bUl'De, of Cleburne Ball born 11167. 

1:,. Rober.t Clibume, ot Cleburne Hall and KillerbJ" m. Ellllla 
X1rlcl,~~, ot lirkbride. . · · 

14. BdmuDd Clebul'ne, ot Cleburne Ball and Killerby m. Anne 
Layton, of :r&lemain ~ . . 

15. Riobard Cleburne, o~ Cleburne IJall and.lC1llerby _m. Bleanor 
Lancaster, ot Stockbridge. 

16. Edmund Clebume, ot Cleburne Ball m. Grae~ Bellingham, ot 
Hel•ington. . 

17. Sec. (Col. ) William Claiborne, or Romancoke, Virginia m. 
J~e Butler ot London. 

18. Mal9'J Olaibome, or Virginia, m. 1st Bice, m. 2nd Robert 
Bal'l'is, or Cedar Bill, Virglnia. 
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CIAIBORIE- Prom "Claibome (Pedigree) · Pamil7" by G. M. -

. Claiborne 1900 

Bdmnd Cleburne of llllerbJ' .1. Yorkshire &: Oleburne Ball ( 1585.) 
marl'ied Gl'&ce, daughter of ~1.r AlaD Bellingbam ot LeYias, 
WestmoNland. !heir ohildl'eu: . 

1. Thomas ot Cleburne (1602) married li'l'ances, daughter 
of' Sir Riobard. Lowther, Westmoreland. 

2. Robert. _ 
:,. VU11am .born ac. 1587. Came to Virginia with ·ao,,-. WJ&,tt 

1621. Appointed Secretary ot State tor Colon7 of' 
Virginia b7 Gov. Yeardle7 1625. Married Elizabeth 
Bu.ttler, 'bJ' whom he bad issue: 1. William- 2. Tb.omas­
:,. Leonard-: 4. · Jane- 5. Ma.?7- 6. -

Mal'J' Claibome, daughter ot Secretary Claiborne married first 
Rice, second Robert Bal'l'is ~;,lD60- Issue: .F4ward B.ice, 
William Barria., ·.ltivard.' :li.Qecioi:ie ... 7pf'. )llar.p~ -QJiaibeinec·m,.d~; ■Ol!I-~". 
Claiborne Rice. William Barris, son or Mary Claiborne & 
Robert Barris •rr1ed Temperance Overton, issue: Maj. Robert 
Bal'ris who m&rl'ied Mourning Glenn. 

From "Terra Mariae" by Edward D. Beill: "Ole7bome settled in 
the Valle7 of' tbe Pamunlcey". 

CLUBORIE AmE- From Crozier's General Armory 
William c1a7bome 1621 (Westmoreland) 

Al-gent, three chevronels interlaced 1n base sable a chief' & 
bol'dure of' the last. · 

Crest- A dove & olive branch. 
Motto-.Pax et copia. 

Placque to Se!)ztet&ry William Claibo~e: 
Copied from pla~que 1n Old Church Tower at Jamestown, Va. 

"To the Gior,- of' God and to the honol'ed memol'J' of' William 
Claiborne son or Fdmu.nd and Grace Bellingham Claiborne of' 
Claibome Hall Westmoreland Count7 England born 1587 settled 
+n Virginia 1621 Member ot Counc~l 1623-1660 Secreta17 ot 
State 1625-:,5 1656-60 Tre&sll1'8r 1642-65 De~t7 Govemor 165, 
Oonaanded Expeditions against the Indians 1629 &: 1644 at Kent 
Island be made the first settlmnent within tbe present bound.&17 
of' Mal.7l.and" 
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Claiborne.Records (Cont'd)· 
. -

.l'rom- John lP!slce Is Old Virginia -.od Ber Meigb.bors: 

''WUJ.i&11 Claiborne, a JOUDSer son of Earl Claiborne, ot Weat­
JBQrel&Dd, Engl&Qd, Lord ot two 1m1oral estates a cousin of 
the Coun~ss ot P•b:roke. Wlllia.111 Herbert Eari of Pembroke, . 
vas a nepbev or Sir Pb:llip Sidney, a d.evoted tr1.end or Williul 
Shakespeare. T:1.mas of Charles I, William Claiborne appointed as 
Seoret&l'J' of" State in the Coloii7 "Our Kingdom o_t V1ztginia 11

·, 

came to Virginia in 1621, prospered greatly, a~l'ing_ large 
landed estates, owned 2lf.,OO0 &Cl'eS of land 1n William 
County, was member of the King's CoUDoil ~ Man O · 1bol'ne, 
bis da-ggl:l.ter, •l'l'ied Bdw&1'd Rice, and after bls d.eath she 
•rried Robert Harri•, of the 'Tarka", 1n Hanover Count7, Va. " 

Prom- ''Louisa . Count7 ,. Virginia" by Dr. Malcolm ll. Barris:. 

''Robert B'"al'l':ts· son of Capt. Thos. & Adl'ia Osbome was bom ao 
1615. lie cue to Va. ao. 1650 & •1'1'1.ed Mal'J Claiborne R1oe, 
widow of' Edvard & dau. of Col. Wm. Claiborne of King WillifUII 
Co. ~7 lived in New Kent Co. tbat part later. being ·Hanover, 
at the 'Torlts"vhich indicates that they were near ·the junction 
of the north & south branches of the Pamunkey- (see Claiborne 
Famil7 by Claiborne) 11 

. 

Record sent_l>y Dr. Malcolm H. Barris July 7, 1952: 
. . 

''William Claiborne (d. 1705) left a will which bas been 
preserved •. B"e .11entioned his sisters Ursula Gooch MarJ' 
CleJ.borne, daughters, EliZabeth, Unit_y,_ Pb.1l.&4tJ,.ta1a, Jla:ry, 
Catbel'ine. and a son William. Thia ·will was p!'Oved in 1705." 
( thia William Claiborne vas son of Ool. William Claibol"ile · 
and brother of ·MarJ' Claiborne, wife of Robert Bal'l"is) 

Prom- ''P1rst l'&milles of America" Vols. I & II: 
11Claiborne ( Clayborne l, William ( 1587-1676, son of Edmund 
Clebo:rne or 'Oliburn Ball ' , Lord ot the manOl' of Cliburn & 
J.a.llerb7.) f"rom Eng. to Va. with Governor Wya.tt 1621;.sao. of 
state of·va. 1625, et seg.; mem Council. 1625-60; -.de treaa. 
for life, 1642; dep. gov., 1653; comd.. against Indians 1629 
& 1644; m. Elizabeth Butler.---- Robert Barris, ·son of Thomas 
Barris (1573-1658) of "The Forks", m. Mrs. Mary (Claibome) 
Rice, da~. Col. -w1i11am .Claiborne, first aec. Va~ Colo~,-." 



Claiborne Rec~rds (Cont'd) 

Family Record: 

Claiborne - Page 7. 

As related by Mattie Harris Miller in a letter, written in 
1921 to Lyda Daggett. 

"Cous1.n C. C. Harris told me the last time he was here,· 
before hi.a death ten years ago, that he was going to get a 
cousin of ours to get up a family history for me. Be was · 
proud of it. He was one who told me our Harris family 
originated from the Claiborne Harris Clan of Scotland or 
England." 
(this was Cristopher f.Jolumbus Harris, son of Ezekiel Harris. 
He was born in 1847 cUed 1911) 
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GIU,ISON .RECORIB . ' . 
Connectiori-

Benjamin Barris, son of Claiborn Banis·ot 
GI'&nville. County, North Qarolina,. great­
gl'eat-gl'&nC,.son of ThollJ&s_Bafl'1s, The Immigrant,. 
married Karenbappucb (Karen J Gillison~ daughter 
of Archibald Gillison of Culpeper County, Virginia 
and later of Abbeville County, South Carolina. 
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GIJJJ;',SONE. (GIILISON) ABMS 

"Gillesone (Scotland)- Or, a three-masted ship, her sails 
furled sa. 
( From, Encyelopa.edi.a of Heraldey'- The General Armory of 

England, Scotland and Ireland- by Burke) 

Crest- A leopard's head, erased, ermine, ducally gorged 
azure. ( From, Fairbairn ) . 

GJLLISON CBAR'l'-

From the earl.iest known ancestor, Archibald Gillison, to 
the Harris connection, Archibald Gillison's daughter, 
Karen married Caliborn Harris' son Benje.mip. 

A- John Gillison- Gentleman in Cal'oline Co • .,_ Va. 1759- Captain 
1n Revolution from Culpeper Co., Va. 1770-·m. MollJ" BaITison, 
daughter of Thomas Harrison of Fauqu:1.er Co. , Va. Their son: 

John Gillison (Jr.)- mentioned in his grandfather's, 
Thomas Harrison, will 1n 1773- m. Sarah Ale:xandel' Sept. 

· 13, 1782 in Fauquier Co. , Va. • 
. . 

B- James Gillison- Killed 1n French&: Ind.18.n War- left his 
estate to his nephew, John Gillison, Jr., and his brothel', 
Archibald Gillison- d. 1774. 

C,' 1, ?,'-{ 

*C- Archibald Gillison- b. 1728- d. 1792 in S.C.- m. Jean~d. 
1796 in S. C. - they were 11 ving in CUlpeper Co. , Va. 1-,60-
moved to s.c. about 1772- Their Children: 

Elizabeth Gillison- m. Price. 
Mary Gillison- m. _ Harris. 
James Gillison. 

· Ka.renbappuch (Karen) Gillison- b. Ja'O'I - d. in Georgia­
m. Benjanu.n Harris b. N.C., d. 8.C., 1833~ 

( Archibald Gillison mentioned as his daughter, Ann Gillison, 
in his will. It is believed she was his daughter-in-law, 
widow of a deceased son, as he also mentions her son as, 
John Gillison) 

D.A.R. credit: 

Archibald Gillison's Revolutionary Record wa~ verified by 
National Daughters or The American Revolution, on Jan. 13, 
1953, and lineage proven to .Maud Callaway Bays (~and.daughter 
of the late Angie Harris Callaway). D.A.R. No. 368507. 



Gillison- Page 2. 

Early Family History-

Earliest records we have of the Gillisons 1n th1s countl'J't 
are of the three brothers, I John, II James and IlI Al'Chibala 
of Caroline and Culpe~r counties 1n Virginia in tbe mid­
seventeen mind.reds. 

I- John, first of the thltee Gillison brothers of Virginia, 
was a captain in the Revolutionary War, had a son, J obn · 
Gillison, Jr. 

From- Virginia Magazine Vol. 79 page 392: 
"John Gillison, Captain 10th Vao Novo 18, 177- tra.nsfel'red 

to 6th Va., Sept. 14, 1778; tak~n prisoner at Charl~ston, May 
12, 1780, retired Jan. 1, 1783. 

From- Notes on CUlpeper County- by Green II page 2: 
· Culpeper In The Revolution 

"Im:nediately on the breald..ng out of the var 1n 1775 Patr1.ck 
Henry, then cOBID&nder of the Vil'ginia troops, sent to this 
section of the colony for assistance. Upon his summons, 150 
men from Culpeper (eight companies, one raised by-Captain John 
Gillison), 100 from Ol'&Dge, and 100 :rrom Fauquier, rendezvoused 
here·, half a mile vest of Fairfax. These were the first Minut~ 
Men in Virginia. The Flag used by the CUlpeper men bore in its 
center the figure of a zaattlesnake coiled in 1n tbe act- of 
str1.k1.ng- above which was inscribed 'The CUJ.peper Minute Men ' , 
on either side 'Liberty or Death' and beneath 'Don't Tread 
on Me' • The corps were dressed in green hunting shirts vJlth 
the words 'Liberty or Death' 1n large letters on their bosoms. 
Tb.ey wore in their hats bucktails-and in their belts tomahawks 
and scalping knives. Their savage, var like appearance excited .. 
the terror of the 1nbabi tan ts as they marched to Williamsburg · 
trom there, those armed with rifles marched into Norfolk County 
and were engaged 1n the battle of the Great Bridge----- Capt;. 
Jno. Gillison, while leading his men to attack at Br&ndJV1ne, 
was stru.ck 1n the forehead by a musket ball; the surgeon 
examined. t~.wound and exclaimed, oh, Captain! it is a noble 
wound,·right in.the middle of the forehead, and.no harm done. 11 

From- Notes on Culpeper County- by Green II page 4:_ 
"To the list of Culpeper worthies should be added the name of 

Colonel. Gillison. !' ( whether he was officially promoted to · 
colonel or not is unknown) 

From- Tax Pa~rs~ Culpeper Co., Va. 1783: 
11John Gillison'-' 

Fl'OID- Virginia Magazine- Vol. 24 page 211: 
"Thomas Hal'I'ison settled 1n Fauquier Co., Va., bad children: 

1. Thomas- 2. Benjamin- 3. William- 4. Burr, born I738-- 5. Bancy-
6. Molly\ married Mr. Gillison of Vaa (most certainly ,ohn 
GllliSODJ- 7. Susan. 
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Early li'amil7 Histoey - (Cont'd) 

From- Virginia Magaz.1.ne- ·vol. 23 page 33g: · 
"John Gillison., Jr., grandson of Thomas Harrison"- as 

mentioned in Thomas Harrison's will dated 1773- Fauquier Co., 
Va. , proved 1774. 

From- William & .Mary Vol 12 page 258: 
Marriage Bonds in Fauquier Co. , Va. 

"John Gillison & Sarah Alexander, Sept. 13, 1782 11 (this 
evidently John Gillison, Jr.) 

II- James, second of the Gillison brothers, died dlll'ing the 
French & Indian War (1758-1759), leaving his pzaoperty in Cul­
peper Co., Va. to John Gillison, JI'. (son of his brother, 
John of Caroline Co. , Va. ) and to his bzaotheza, Archibald Gillison. 

From- Henning Vol. 7- page 23: 
"March 1756- 29th Geo:rge III To 'fh.e Militia of the-County of 

Culpeper, viz- To ninete_en foot soldiezas viz- John Strotheza, 
assignee of James Gillison." 

III~ Arehibald, third of the three Gillison bzaothezas of Virginia., 
with wife, Jean, found in Culpeper County, Va. 1759- 160- 161- 162-
163- 164 . . 

From- Abst:racts- Culpepeza County, Virginia- Court Records 
1763-1764: · -

19 Maroh 1763- page (292) 
"James Ba.zabour Jza. v. Arehtba.ld Gillison- Jud.gt. for Plff." 
22 April 1763- page ('319) 

"John Rawson appointed zaoad surveyoza in place of Archibald 
Gillison." 
21 May 1763- page (353) 

" James v. Archibald Gillison- Cont'd on security or 
Francis Slaughter & William Robinson. " 
23 July 1763- page (390) · 

"Joseph James v. Archibald Gillison- Process awarded." 
19 January 1764- page {467) 

"On motion of James Slaughter fol' road near school house by 
· Archibald Gillison's to his mill, Christopher Hutchins, 

John Barbee, James Spilman & Archibald Gillison appointed viewers." 

Next record of Archibald Gillison is found in two land grants 
in South Carolina, dated 1772 & 1774. He must have moved to S.C. 
about this date. 

Revolutiona11: Waza Records of Archibald Gillison and his son 
James: (From- 'Stubs and Indents to Claims Growing out of the 
Revolution'_' by A. S. Salley, Jza.) 

No. 440 Lib. Q Book Q: Issued 21st April 1785 to Mr. Archibald 
Gillison for Eighteen Pounds, Seventeen Shillings and one penney 
half penny Sterling, Iuty done in the Militia in 1779 & 1780 as 
per account audited. Principal~ 18:17:li Interest~ 1:5:4 
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Ea:r,ly Family History- (Cont 1d}._ 

IQ. 273 Bk P: Issued the 21st of April 1785 to Mr.- James Gillison 
tor Pifteen pounds Sterling., for ruty done in the Militia per 
account •udited. Principal b 15:0:0 Interest b 1:1:0 
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WiliL mF J.AMB5 GILLISON 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, .AMD,·I James Gillison of Culpeper County 
being of perfect senee & Memory, Memol'J' and-Judgment, and re­
flecting that Death is the common fate of all mankind but they 
are left in the Da.rk with regard to the Time and Manner of it; 
To prevent any disputes that might arise after.,- decease about 
the distribution-of what worldly Estate it bas pleased the Devine 
providence to bless me with, I do :malce and ~rdain this my last 
Will and Testament, 1n manner following Viz 
Impr1m1s I Give and Devise all my- Lands in Culpeper Count! to 
John Gillison Jurl'. my Nephew son to my Brother John Gill son of 
Caroline County Gent to h1m & his Heirs forever 
Item I give and Bequeath to the said John Gillison Junr. and to 
my Brother Archibald Gillison all my Negroes and Personal Estate 
of what kind soever (to be Equally Dived between them} to them 
& their Heirs forever 
Lastly I Constitute and Appoint my Brothers John Gillison and 
Archibald Gillison Executors of this my last Will and Testament 
In TESTIMONY whereof I have hereunto put my Band & seal the fifth 
day of Febr. in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred 
& fifty Nine. · 

Signed, Sealed published and ! 
Declared as the last Will and 
Testament of the above named 
James Gillison 1n presence of us-. 
hereto subscribing ---

Adaln Smith 
his 

John X Ambergoe 
mark 
his 

John X Thomas 
mark 

James Gillison (18} 

At a Court held for the County of Culpeper on Thursday the 21st 
day of August 1760. 
This last Will & Testament of James Gillison deed. was Exhibited 
to the Court by Archibald Gillison one of the Executors therein 
named and was proved by the Oaths of Adam Smith, John Ambergoe 
& John Thomas witnesses thereto Ordered to be Recorded at the 
same Time the.said Archibald Gillison refused to take upon him 
the Burthon of the Execution thereof. 

Tests· 

Roger Dixon Clk 
see fol. 233. 

('Will Book A, p. 230· Culpeper Co., Va.} 
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Division of The Estate of James Gillison-

In obedience to the same Order we have Divided the Estate of · 
James Gllleson deed. between John Gillison·Junr. and Archibald 
Gillison-as folloveth --
. To John Gillison Junr. 
To l negro named Pompey • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 80 •• O •• O 

To 1 negro Woman named SaMh. •· . . . . . . . . . . . . ·12 •• o .. o 
To 1 D0 n~d Janey ••••.••••••••.••••• 70 •• 0 .• 0 

To 1 Negro man named Bob. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2:,-. • -0.-. 0 

'fo 1 Bed 7 , 15 head of -Cattle 18 •• 15, 26 sheep 9 •• 2 • ·:,4 •• 17 •• O 

To 1 Iron po.tt 12/6, 2 broad hoes 8/. 4 old Axes 10/ • • 1 •• 10 •• 6 

To 4 Grub hoes 8/. 2 hilling hoes 2/. 2 wedges 5/ .... 0 •• 15 .. 0 

To. 1 plow hoe & drawing knife 3/6. 1 G;i-indstone 10/ ••• 0 .. 13 •• 6 

To 1 gun 35/, 6 tile-Cask 30/, 1 horse Collar & . 
trace Ropes 2/6 • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 •• 7 •• 6 

To pewter 4/, 2_reaphooks 1/34 1 flower 'l'ubb 3/, l 
washing tubb /, • . • • • • • • • • • • • o. !'12· •• 3 

21 •• 12 •• 6 

248 •• 8 •• 3 

To 2 old baggs 2/6, To 2 Horses 18 , 1 Cart 70/ •• . . 

To Archibald Gillison 

To 1 Negro named Jack. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
To 1 D0

• named York • • . . . . . . . 0 • . . . . . . . 
80 •• o .. o 
80 • .0 •• 0 

75 •• o .. o ·To 1 negro woman named Lucy • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
To~ Bed 1," l_ large Iron pott 25/, 3 broad Hoes 12/. • 8 •• 17 •• 0 

To 1 foot Adz 5/. 1 Augu,r 2/. 1 pair Stillards 20/. • 1 •• 7 •• 0 

To 2 s~one Juggs 5/6, 1 Rundlet 2/6 •••••••• 

To 1 Bason 4/, 4 Tite hhds .16/ ••••••••••• 

February 19th, 1761. 
These Accounts returned into Court 
Ordered to be Recorded. 

Roger 01.xon Olk 

(Will Book A, p. 241, Culpeper Co., Va.) 

. . . o •• 8 •• Q 

. . .......• ___ 1 __ . __ . o .......... __ o_ 
246 •• 12 •• 0 

Da.n1 Brown 
John Dill&l'd 
John Brown 
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Deed to Archibald Gilleson from John Towles-

THIS IN.LBl'tTOHE me.de the Twentieth day of September 1n tbe year· 
of our Lord Christ one Tb.ousand seven Hundred & fif't) nine BJ" & 
Between John Towles & Margaret his Wife now 1.n ttie Parish of' 
BI'UJDf'ield in the County of Culpeper and Colony of Virginia of' 
the one part & Archibald Gilleson of the Parish County coun; 
& Colony of the ·other part -wrr'NB5::mm that they the said Jo 
Towles & Margaret bis wife for & in consideration of the sum 
of Eighteen pounds five shillings & 81.x pence Current Money 
to them in Band paid the receipt whereof the said John Towles 
& Margaret bis Wife doth hereby confess & acknowledge themselves 
fully satisfied & paid doth give grant Bargain sell Enfeoft · 
& Confirm & by these presents bath Given Granted Bargained 
Sold Enfeoffed & Confirmed unto him the said Archibald G1lleson 
his_ heirs or Assigns .forever one Carta.in Ti-act or parcel of Land 
situate lying &·being in the aforesaid County & Colony & .1n the 
said parish of Brumfield & Known by the name of Turkey Hole & 
Bounded as follows ( to wit) BEXlINNING at two Dogwoods & Spanish 
Oaks and runing thence south forty nine_ Degrees west Two hundred 
& thirty two pole to a Chestnut & Spanish oak thence north Forty 
Five Degrees West Eighty poles & thence Borth sixty two poles to 
Two Black Oaks thence North fifty two Degrees Two hundred & 
forty pole to a poplar, Gum & Locust & from thence to the 
Beginning, Together with all & singular the profits commod.1.ties 
& appurtenances to the same belonging or in any wise Appertain~ 
ing TO HA.VE & TO HOLD the above mentioned Tract of Land & prem.:tses 
with the appurtenances unto him the said Arch.1bald Gilleson his 
Heirs & Assigns forever Together with all & singular the profits 
Commodities Heriditaments & appurtenances whatsoever· to the same 
belonging or .in any wise Appertain.1ng unto the Land & premises 
aforesaid & the said John Towles & Margaret his Wife for them­
selves their Heirs &c. the said I.and & prem.:tses with their & · 
every of their appurtenances unto the said Archibald Gilleson 
his Heirs & Assigns shall & will Warrant & forever Defend by 
these presents against any person or persons having or Lawfully 
Claiming any right or Title thereto or any part or pa~cel thereof 
& further the said John Towles & Mal'garet his Wife at the time 
& sealing of these pl'esents Stands Lawfully Seized of & Indi­
feasible Estate in Fee simple of the said Land & premises & bath 
good right full full powel' & Law.full Authority to se~l & Convey 
the same in manner & form aforesaid & that the same shall be & 
ren1ain forever unto him the sa.:td Archibald Gilleson his heirs 
and Ass·igns ·forever freely Clearly Exonerated Acquited & Dis­
charged of all former Bargains Sales Gifts Grants Dowers or 
any other right thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining 
the Q;uitrents only Excepted IN WITNB58 whereof the said John 
Towles & Mal'garet b.1s Wife bath hel'eunto set-their Bands & seals 
the Ia.y & year above Written. 
Sign'd Seal'd & Delivered ) 
In the Presence of us ) 

Alexr. McQueen, John Flint 
his 

Patel' PB Butler 
mark 

John Towles (LS) 
hel' 

Margaret X Towles 
·mark 
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Deed to Archibald Gilleson f'rom John Towles- (Cont'd) 

Memorandum that Quiet & Peaceable possession & Seisen of the 
within mentio?Jed Land & premises was bad & taken bJ the witbin 
named Archibald Gilleson f'rom the witb:Ln named John Towles & 
Margaret his wife on the within Da.7 & year within mentioned 
according to the f'orm & Ef'f'ect of the within written Deed 

In presence of' 

John Flint 

Alexr. McQu.een 
his 

Peter P B Butler· 
mark 

John Towles (18·) 
her 

Margaret X Towles (18) 
mark 

At a 6ourt held f'or the County of' Culpeper on ~ursday the 
20th day of' September 1759. · 
Tnis Indenture of' Feof'f'ment from John Towles & Margaret bis 
W1f'e to Archibald G1lleson was acknowledged by the parties & 
together with the memorandum of' Livery of Seisen Endorsed is 
OrQ.ered to be Recorded to be Recol'ded previous to which the 
said Margaret was first privily Examined as the Lav Directs. 

Tests_ Roger Dixon Clk 

(Found in Culpeper Co. , Va. 1n Deed Book C, p. 224) 
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Deed- Gilleson to Creamour 

This Indenture made the Twenty first day of August in the year· 
of our Lord Goel one Thousand Seven hundred and Sixty and 1n the 
Thirty fourth 7ear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King · 

•George the second between Archibald Gilleson and Jeane his wife 
of the County of Culpeper and Parish of Brumfield of the one 
part and Hen27 Creamour of' the County and Parish aforesaid of 
the other Part Witnesseth tbat the-said Arch:1.bald Gilleson and 
Jeane h:1.s wife for and 1n Consideration of' Twent7 pounds Current 
money to tbem in band paid by the said Heney Creamo~ at and 
before the Ensealing and Delivery of these presents the.receipt 
whereof they do hereby acknowledge and themselves therewith fully 
Satisfied Bath Granted Bargained and sold Enfeoffed. and Con­
f:1.rmed and by these presents Doth grant Bargain, Sell,·Enfeoff 
and Confirmed and by these presents Doth grant Ba:rgain, Sell, 
Enfeoff' and Confirm unto the said Henry Creamour his Heirs and 
Assigns all that Tract or Parcel of !And Situate lying and being 
In the County & Parish aforesaid and known by the Name of Turkey 
Hole Containing two Hundred Acres and Bounded as f'ollovs_(to wit) 
Begining at- two Dogwoods and a Spanish Oak and running thence 
South forty nine Degrees West two hundred and Thirty two poles 
to a Chestnut and Spanish Oaks, Thence North Forty five Degrees 
West E1gb.ty poles & thence north Sixty two poles to two Black 
Oaks thence North fifty two Degrees Two hundred and forty poles 
to a Poplar, Gum & Locust, and from Thence to theBeginning and -
all houses, Edifices Buildings -Inclosures Water and Water Courses, 
Profits and Emoluments Whatsoever to the same Belonging or in 
anywrse appertaining and the Reversion and Reversions, Rema1.nder 
and Remainders thereof' and of' every part or Parcel thereof all the 
Estate Right, Title, and Interest whatsoever or them the said 
Archibald Gilleson and Jeane his wife of in and to the said 
Bargained premises and every Part and Paroei thereof' To Have And 
To Hold the said Tract or Land and all and Singular the premises 
with tp.e appurtenances unto the said Henry Creamour his Heirs 
Exors Admors and Assigns to the only proper use and Behoof of 
h1m the said Henry Creamour his Heirs and Assigns forever anc1 
the said Arch19&ld Gilleson and Jeane his wife and their Heirs, 
Exors & Administrators the said Tract of Land and all and 
Singular the premises and appurtenances unto the said Heney 
Creamour his Heirs and Assigns forever and the said Archibald 
Gilleson and Jeane his wife for themselves and their Heirs Exors 
and Administrators Do Covenant and agree to and with the said 
Henry Creamour bis Heirs and Assigns 1n manner and form following 
{to wit)Archibald Gilleson and Jeane his wife at the Time of 
Sealing and Delivery- or these presents is and Stands Seised of 
an Indifeas1ble Estate of fee simple 1n the said Land and premises 
and hath full power and Authority to sell and Convey the same in 
manner and form aforesaid and the said Henry Creamour his Heirs­
Executors Administrators and Assigns shall and may forever here­
after Peaceably and Quietly have hold and Possess and Enjoy all 
and Singular the Premises with the appurtenances without the Let 
Suit'or molestation of any person or Persons.whatsoever and that 
the said Tract of Land and premises with the appurtenances shall 
forever hereafter remain unto the said Henry Creamour his Be:2:rs 
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Deed- Oilleson to Cl'e&IDO\l.r - (Cont'd) 

and Ass~s treed and D1.scba~ed ot and from all Estate R1gb.ts · 
Titles Dowers Debts Judgements and Executions and Lastl7 tbat 
tbs aa1d Archibald Gilleson and Jane his vite and their Heirs 
sball· and will at any time hereafter 1ll&ke and Execute suob 
tu.rther Act or Acts Conveyance and Oonve'J8,Ilces BecesAr7 in 
~w tor. the turtber and better Assuring & Conveying.the said 
Land and premises with the appurtenances unto the said ll&nl'J' 
Oreamour, his Heirs and Assigns as b7 the said Henl'J' Ore&JDOlU' 
bis Heirs Bxors Adm1nistrators and Assigns or by bis or their 
Counsil Learned in the Law shall be Devised Advised or Required. 
II' WITIESS whereof the Parties to these presents have Inter­
obangeabl7 Set their Hands and F1.x 1d their Seals the da7 and 

·Year f'irat above" Written. 
· Sign 1d Seal 1d and Delivered In Presence of': Archibald Gilleaon (LS) 

· Jane Gilleson (l-8) 
'!'be words Containing two Hundred Acl'8s was Interlined before · 
sign'-d--

Teste- Roger Dixon Olk 21st August ·1760 
(Deed BoQk C- page :,86) 
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l 772 South Carolina Land Gz1a11t to Archibald G1.llison: 

GOERGE the Thi.I'd by the Gzaace of' God, of' Great Bl'ita1n, France, 
and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, and f'o forth, 

To all to-whom the:fe Pre:fents tball come, Greeting: 

DOW YE, That We., or our f'pecial Grace., certain Knowledge and 
mere Motion, have given and granted., and by there Pre:fents 
for Us., our Heirs and Succef.fours, 00 GIVE AND GRANT unto 
Archibald Gillison., his 

Heirs and Aff1gns., a Plantation or Tract of Land containing one 
hundred and fifty acres situated 1n Berlkey County on the l'lol'th 
Side or Saludy River., bounded on all sides by vacant land 

And bath fuch Shape., Form and Marks, as appear by a Plat thereof., 
hereunto annexed: Together with all Woods, Undervoods, Timber 
and Timber-Trees, Lakes., Ponds.,Fif'b.1ngs, Waters., Water-Cour.fes., 
Profits., Comnodlties., Appurtenances and Bereditaments., whatfoever 
thereunto belonging, or.in anywise appertaining: Together with 
Privilege of Hunting, Bawk1ng and Fowling 1n and upon the .fame, 
and all Mines and Minerals what.foever; Saving and Re.ferving., . 
nevertheless., To Us, Our Heirs and Succeffours., all whi.te Pine 
Trees., 1.f any there fhould be :found growing thereon; and-alto 
Saving and Be:ferving, nevertheless, to Us, Our Heirs and Succe~ 
:f.fours, One Tenth Part of Mines of Gold and Sil var only:. TO 
HAVE AND TO HOLD, the raid Tract of one hundred an~ fifty 

Acres of Land, and all and f1ngule.r other the·Premifes hereby 
granted unto the fa1d Archibald Gillison, his 
Heirs snd Af'figns for ever, in free and common Soccage. ~e 
raid Archibald Gillison, his 

Heirs and Af'figns yielding and pay1.ng therefor, unto Us, Our 
Heirs and Succe:ffours, or to Our Receiver-General for the Time· 
being, or to his Deputy or Deputies for the Time· being, Yearly., · 
that is to :fay, on the Twenty-fifth Da.y of' March, in eve'J!f Year., 
at the Rate of Three Shillings Sterling, or four Shillings Pro­
clamation-Money, .for every Hund.red Acres, and f'o in Proportion, 
according to the number of Acres contained herein; the fame to 
cormnenee at the Expiration of Two Years from the date hereof. 
P;ovided Always, and this pref'ent Grant is upon Condition, never­
tnelefs; that the f'aid Archibald Gillison, his 

He1:i-s or A.f'figns, fhall and do Yearly, and eveey Year, after 
the Date of the:fe Prefents, clear and cultivate at the Rate of 
Thztee Acres for every Hundred Acres or Land, and fa in Pro­
portion, according to tbe l'fumber of Acres herein contained, and 
alfo f'ball and do enter a Minute or Docket of thefe OUr Letters 
Patent, in the office or Otu- Auditor-General for the Time being, 
in Our raid Province, within 51.x Months from the Date hereof; 
And upon· c·ondition, that if the :faid Rent hereby referved, 
f'hall happen to be in Arrear and unpaid for the f'pace of Three 
Yeai-s, from the Time it f'ball become due, and no Di:ftl'ess can 
be found on the f'aid Lands, Tenements and Bereditamenta hereb7 
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Land Grant to Archibald Gillison (Cont'd) 

granted; or if the raid Al'chibald Gillison, his 

Keira or Assigns., fball neglect to clear and cultivate Yearly., 
and eve17 Year., at the Bate of 'fh:Itee Ac:res f'or every Hundred 
Acl'ea of Land., and ro in Proportion., according to the !lumber of 
Acres herein contained; or if a Minute or Docket of the:fe OUr 
Lettel'S Pa tent., .fball not be ente1'8d in the O:ffice o:f Our . 
Auditor-General for the Time being., in Our fa.id Province., within 
Six Months from the JBte hereof., that then., and in any of' thefe 
Cates., this pref'ent G:rant fhall -ceaf'e., determine., and be utterly 
void., and the fa.id Lands., Tenements and Bereditaments hereby 
granted., and ever.ry Pal't and Parcel thereof fbs.11 revert to Us., 
OU1' Heil'B and Succef'f'ours., as fully and abfoutely., as if the 
fame had never been granted. 

GIVEll UNDER THE GREAT SEAL OF OUR FAID PROVINCE: 

WITNESS His Excellency., the Rt. Honorable Lord Charles 
Greville Montagu Capt. General 

Governou:r and Commander in Chief in and over Our fa.id 
Province of' South Carolina., this 

Nineteenth ])e.y of November 

thirteenth Year of Our Reign 

Anno Dom. 1772 in the 

C. G. (L.M.S.) Montagu. 

Signed by his Excellency, the Governour in Counoil., 
George Davidson pro. 

And hath thereunto a Plat thereof annexed., repref'enting 
tbe fame, certified by 

John Bremar, Deput7 
SurveJOU19-0enel'Bl.. 
24th Jul7, 1772 
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177't- South Cal'Olina Land Grant to .Al'ohibald Gillison: 

GEOJDE the Third, b7 the Grace ot God, ot G~at Britain, Pl'ance; 
and INland, XDIJ, Defender ot the Paith, and to forth, · 

To all to vb.om thete Pl'etents tball come, Greeting: 

DOW "!E, That We:, ot ourf'pecial Grace, certain Xnovledge and •N Motion, have given and gzaanted, and by tbete Pretenta tor 
Us, our Heirs and Succettours, :00 GIVE AID GRAll'l' unto 
Archibald Gillison, his 

Baira and Attigns, A Plantation or Tract ot Lapd containing 
three hundred acl'es in Granville County bounding East on Salud.7 
River and all other aides on vacant land. 
II - (Gran~·vol'ded same as 1772 gl'&nt)" 

GIVD UIIDER T.BE GREAT SEAL OF OUR FAID PROVDCE: 

WITIB55 'l'b.e Honorable William Bull Esq. Lieut. 

GoveroOlll' and Coa:aander in Chief' in and over our taid 
Province ot South Carolina, this 

Eighth Day ot July Anno Dom. 1774 in the 

Fourteenth Year of Our Reign. 

William (L.M.5.) Bull 

Signed by his Honor, the Lieut. Governour in Council, 
Tb.as. Winstanle7 

And hath thereunto a Plat thereof annexed, i,,pretenting 
the tame, certified by 

John BNmar, 
Surveyour-General. 
June 7, 1774 
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WILL OJ' ARCHIBALD GU,JJSO:& 

D '!BB lWII 011' GOD AND. I Archibald GillisQn or A'bbeville 
Count7 "'1]d State·or South Cal'Olina being 1Nt low and wealc in 
'°41 lNt of' sound and perteot mind and 118110l'J', ('l'banks 'be to 
God} d9 make this-, last Will and !'estament. Prinoipa.117 
and .t1l'st ot all I recomend 1ll1 Soul into tbe Banda or AJm1ght7 
God who gave it me and 1llJ Bod.7 to be Suried 1n Christian like 
and decent manner at the discretion of' 1II1 Bxecutoi-a. And aa 
touohing such vorldl7 goods wherewith it bath pleased God to 
blets me 1n this lite I give and devise in :manner and form 
f'olloving ----- · 

Imprimia, I give and Bequeath to 11f1 beloved Wif'e Jean Gillison 
rq whole Estate both Real and Personal during her Widowhood. 
In- case she •rries or when she deceases TII1 Will is that 'llf1 
tour Children Namel7 Elizabeth Price, Mary Barris, James 
Gillison and Karenbappuch Harris, do each of' them Receive 
'!vent7 Shillings Sterling out or TII1 Estate. This money to be · 
l'&ised b7 Selling SOl'lethlng that 'III1 Executors may think can be 
best spared ott the Plantation-

Item I give and bequeath to DJ7 Dlughter Ann Gillison (at 'llf1 
Witee decease or Marriage) all that TN.ct of' Land whereon I 
now do live Containing One lmndlred and !vent7 Five Acres, and 
all 11f1 Household Furniture, Likewise one Bay Filley, and all 
tbat part or 11f1 Cattle and Hogs that is now called hers, both 
them and their increase-----

. Item, In like manner I give and bequeath to John Gillison, Son 
ot _,. Daughter Ann Gillison all the r1mainder of' 'llf1 Estate or 
eV&l'J' kind or quality whatsoever, and ID'J''Will and desire is·tbat 
he shall· have a ·good and liberal Education given bim1 and tbat 
there be a resel'V'e made by my Executors out or my Esliate (bef'ore 
any div~sion) of' a Suf'ficiencey to defray the e:xpence or his 
Sc~oling -----

And I do hereby Constitute and appoint my three friends '.l'bmas 
Baab, Stephen Barris, and I.arkin Nash Executors to this J1f1 last 
Will and Tes-tament, bereb7 disclaiming, Revoking and Disannulling 
All Qtber Wills.and Testaments whatsoever, and do proclaim, 
publish, Pronounce and declare this to be DJJ last Will and. 
Testament----- . 

Given under TII1 Band and Seal this tbi~ day of' Janu&l'J' 1n the 
Year of our Lord One· Thousand Seven Bundl'ed and Binet7 Two----

Sealed, Signed, & Acknowledged 
In presence or 

George Nash 
James Thornhill 
Valatine Nash 

{Anderson Co., s. C. Court Records) 

Archibald Gillison (Seal) 



Gillison- Page 15. 

GnLISOB- Archibald's Grave-

From Mrs. Vandiver'• History- of Anderson Qount'J' 1928- p. 177 · 

Old Rutledge Grave'Jll,l'd- near Emmerson Bridge Road on Drake· land~· 
Rutledge settled before Revolution on Government lands, laid. 

out immense plantation, built tvo-stoey house, piped water :f'rom 
spring to 'Wash Place ' • Be bad thl'ee. daughters: one manied 
Zacberiah Ball, another married John .lfart1n and the third, Ann 
m&rl'iecl James Blllnerson, both Ann and James Emmerson along with 
a son aN buried 1n this old graveJ&l'd. 'nlel'8 are two graves 
marked b'J' the rough native stones, but some cal'8 bas been taken 
to shape· them and the names and dates are chiseled on tbem. One 
is .Al'ch Gillison, age 64, who died in Maroh 1792. The inscrip­
tion is almost illegible nov, but by careful peering and uaing 
the fingers as the blind do, 1 t may be dec1phel'8d. The other is 
Jane (Jean) Gillison, died Bov. 2.,. 1796, ag~ 32 ( should be 62, 
as she was age to bave died ill 1700 in CUl.peper County, Va. ) 
Wbether·sbe vas his vife or bis daughter is not stated (most 
surely was his vite). It is known whel'8 a Gillison h0118e once 
stood in the meighborhood, but tbel'8 al'e none or the name or 
kindred in the county now. 

(this leaves a doubtful. '{X>SSib111ty that the Gill1sons wel'e 
:rrelated to the RutledgesJ. 
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Connection: 

,,, . 

THOMPSON RECORIB 

Ma:ey (Polly) Thompson, daughtel' of Joseph 
Thompson of Pendleton Disn-ict, South Carolina, 
married Archibald Barl'is, son of Benjamin Bal'ris 
of Anderson District, South Carolina. Her 
brother, Joseph Thompson, Jr. married Benjamin 
lJal'ris ' daughtel', Ma:ey Bari-is. 

2nd Tb.ompeon Line: (included in tbe 'Whitsett Records) 

Nancy Thompson, daughter of Anthony Thompson of 
Orange County, North Carolina, :married.1st---­
Bil'd; 2nd Moses Whitsett; 3rd William Ray (Will 
of Nancy's father, Anthony Thompson of Orange 
County, North Carolina - 1790 Census- can be 
found in the Whitsett Recozrds, along with recoI'cls 
of Nancy). 
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Records of Joseph Thompson, father of Mary (Polly) ihompson, 
who married Archibald Barris: 

Pendleton District~ South Carolina Records-

1800 Pendleton Dist., S.Co Census: 
No. 491- Joseph Thompson- 2 males under 10- l male· 
10 to 16-.2 males 16 to 26- 1 male over 45- l female 
under 10- 1 female 10 to· 16. 

Last Will of Joseph Thompson- 1810 

In the name of God, Amen, I Joseph Thompson of the State of 
South Carolina and District of Pendleton, being veJ!'J sick and 
weak in body but of .perfect mind and memoJ!'J do make and ordain 
this my Last Will and Testement, that is to say principally 
and first of all I give my- soul to the Hand of Almighty God 
that gave it nothing_doubting that I shall receive the same at 
the General Resurl'ection. My body I recommend to the earth to 
be buried at the discretion of my executors and as touching 
such worldly estate as it bas pleased God to bless me with, I 
give, devise and bequeath 1n the rolling manner; that is to say 
I give Robert Thompson five shillings, Randson Thompson five 
shillings, Betty Gamer five shillings; Zachariah Thompson _ 
five shillings and Joseph Thompson five shillings_ (each). The 
rest after my debts are paid I leave to Molly Thompson freely 
to possess during life, then to be equally divided between my 
three younger children, Rebeca, John and Pollyo I leave Robert 
Thompson and Molly Thompson my true executor and executrix and 
I do utterly revoke and disallow all former-wills, bequests, 
Executors and· Executrix and declare this to be my last will and 
testament. In_witnes where unto I have set my hand and 
affixed my seal Tb.is Twenty-fifth day of February, One Thousand 
Eight and Teno I leave Molly Thompson my lawful -executrix to 
make rights to Robert Thompson for Ninety-six (96) acres of 
land which he bought of me and bas not bad rights, through 
neglect. 

Signed, sealed and delivered 
in the presenae of us_who 
have set our band hereunto 

Zachariah Thompson 
Randson Thompson 
Joseph Thompson 

Joseph Thompson (Seal) 

Feb. 25, 1810 
Record Anderson, South-Carolina 
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. . . 

Forsyth County.,_ Georgia Census Records ( of Joseph Thompson., 
brother of mry- Po111 Thompson Harris and husband of 

- Mary Harris Thompson) · . 

1840 Forsyth County., Ga. Census: 
Joseph Ra Thompson - 40 to 50- wife 40 to 50- B children. 

1850 Forsyth County-Ga. Census: 
J. R. Thompson- 59 (SaC.) with ~roPE13rty $2180- Mary 58 (S.C.) 
Andrew J. 18 (Ga. )- Mary . Jo 16 (Ga. ) -

(This is son of Jose~h Thompson who made will in Pendleton 
Dist • ., S.C. 1810) 

Thompson Arms: 

~m- American Heraldic&- page 50~ 

Thompson- . 
These arms were brought over, in this country., by 

John Thompson., who reached. Lor.g Island., by way of Holland., in 
1634. He was the son of the Reverend William Thompson., of 
county La.nce.ste:r6 England; and the shield is that of the extinct 
barony of Haversham., once belonging to an ancient fe.mil~ of the 
county Herts. 

Crest: Out of a ducal ~oronet, a cubit arm, erect., habited., 
azure. In the hand, proper, five ears of wheat., or. 

Motto: In lumine luoe (Sr....1.ne _in the light). 

Arms: Or., on a fesa, dancettee, aza, thJ:aee stars of the field 
(sometimes arg.) on a Canton, of the second, the sun., 
in its splendor- prope~. 
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WHITSETT REOORIB 

Conneotion-
W1llia.m Harris, son of Archibal.d B'al-l'is, gi-eat­
great-sre•t-great-grand.son o:r Thomas Bams, 
Tbe ~t, married Minerva.Jane Whitset"& 
d,augti~l' of Moses Wh1tsett1 grt,at-great-sram\­
daughter of William Whitse-ct, The Imipant. 
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WHITSEfT (WHITSITT) CHART-
From the ancestol'., Samuel Whitsett of Irelalld (gl'&nclf'ather 

· ot William Whitsett., 'fhe lla:n1grant}., to the eighth genel'&tion., 
children or Minel'V& Jane Whitsett Barl'iS 

*A .(1} Samuel Whitsett;.. of Ireland:-
*A (2} Willi~ :whitsett- or Ireland • 

. · .. • . •. 

*A (2} William Wbitsett ·•s. ·(or Ireland) Family: 
*A. (3) William Wbi~s~tt., The Immigl'ant- b. in Ireland 1709-

.. m. in Ireland_ to Elizabeth Iawson-. came to Pennsylvania 
about 1740. ·- · · · . 

· B (3) John ~t~ett- b. 1n Il'eland- came to Penn. about_ 1740. 
C (3) Joseph Whitsett~ b. Ireland- came to Penn. about 1740. 

*A (::,) William.,· '!'be Immigrant & Elizabeth Dawson Whitsett Family: 
*A (4) Ben:ey Whitsett- b. 1n Ireland 1725 _Ol' 1730 d. 180o-

m. Jane Mebane- came to North Carolina 1770. · 
B (4) William Whitsett- b. in Ireland Aug. 20., 1731- d. July 

14., 18U- m. about 1763 to Ellen Menees- had children: 
1 .. Bliz~beth ~~ Fzaances 3. Mal'g&I'et 4. Jane 5., James 

· 6. S.USl 7. Baney ~. Elle;n 9. w:11 J , am 10. Sal'&h 
11 •. susan (thia ram117 known as tbe lfashville Whitsitta) 

*A (4) Ben17 Whitsett &: Jane Mebane Whitsett J.i'amily: 
*A(5) Samuel Whitsett- b. 1752- d. 1832- m. Mary 5tockard­

b. 1760- d. 1830. 

*A (5) Samuel Whitsett&: Ma17 Stockard Whitsett Famil7: 
· *A (6) Moses Whitsett- d. Oot. BA 18:,4- m. Jan. 11., 1827 to 

N&nCJ'_Thompson Bird- b. loOO in O:range Co~., N.C. - . 
d. 1862- she rem. 18:,6 to William H. Bay. 

B (6) James Whitsett- m. Sarah Jackson. · 
C (6) John Whitsett- b. 1782- d. 1845- m. Ruth Lov- b. 1790-

d. 1864- bad son Austin b. 1807., who vaa grandfather of 
William T. Whitsett of Guilford County., Nol'th Carolina. 

d. (.6) William Whitsett- m. Jane Harden- was a Presbytel'ian 
ministel' in Tennessee · 

*A (6) Moses Whitsett &: Nancy Tb.ompson Bird-Whitsett Fam1.l7: 
·•A (7) Minerva Jane Whitsett- b. Dec. 23; 1827. in liol'th 

Carolina- d. May 16., 1904- m. Dee. 18.,1842 to William 
Bal'I'is- b. J.i'eb .. 1820 in South Carolina- d. Feb~ 8., 1884. 

B (7) Col'Delia A Whitsett- b. Aug. 10., 1829- m. July 2., 1873 
·to R. W. Blackstock. · · · 

·c (7) William J. Whitsett (Capt. Jimps)- b. Oct~ 7, 18311n 
Rockingham C()UDty., 1'. C.- d. 1911- m. Dec. 1, 1853 to 
Harl'iet Willis.- · 

D (7) Joseph G. Whitsett- b. May 14., 1833- m. Ma7 18., 1854 to 
Sa:rah E. Green 

E (7) Moses G. Whitsett., Jl'.- b. Apl'il 8., 1835- m. Aug. 8., 
1860 to nannie E. McOrary. 
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WllI'.l'SB'.l" (WBITBift) CHART- (Cont'd) 

*A (7) Minerva Jane Whitsett Bal'l'is &: William Barris 1'alll1l.7: 
_. A (8) Caroline (Calline) !Jarris- b. Dec. 7, 184:,- d. Sept. 
· 1924- ■• Jan. 1860 to William (Big Bad) B&Ris-

B (8) James Whitsett ·Barris (Bud)- b. l'ov. :,,_lBJl.5- d. · 
Sept. 21, 192:,- m. 11ov. 19, 1868 to :lahalie :e:. Love 

C (8) Mary Elizabeth (Molly) llarI-is•- b. Sept •. 28, 1847- · 
d. Dec. 22, 1915- m. Dec. 20, 1865 to John W. Love •. · 

D .(8) Virginia Cornelia (Jennie) lfarris- b. March 19, 1852-
d.Ma711, 1919- m. Nov. 21., 1871 to V1111- Rosa 
Quinn. 

B (8) Harriet Elizabeth (Battie) Harris- b. Aug. 25, 1855-
d. Jul.7 9, 1946 - m. April 15, 1881 to Joseph Deck. 

*F (8) Angie Ra7 Barris- b. Jul.7 23, 1858- d. Sept. 5, 1925-
. m. Dae. .16, 1880 to Luke Heney Callaway. 

Q- (8) William Whitsett (Willie) Harris- b. March 23, 1861-
d. March 25, 1940- m. Dec. :,1., 1884 to Bettie Iesbitt 

(lines or these children or Minerva Jane & Will1-
Barr1s are carried on 1n the Barris Cbal9t) · 

(iroot l'ecords used to make up the foref~½138 chart are: 
:Annals of a Scotch-Irish J'&m1.ly" by W iam H. Whitsitt. 

11'lhe. Abri~ed Compendium of American Genealogies n Vol.· 
3, . page .IJ.78. ·. · · 

"First .Pamilies of America II Vols. III & IV. 
"Orange Count7, N.C • .Marriage Bonds 1827" 
"Records of William Thornton Whitsett., Guilford Co., 
n.c." . 

''Bible Records., · from Grandma Ray's Bible", 1n posses1on 
of Mae Harris Fryar) 
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Records or Dr. William Tb.oI'Ilton Whitsett (b. 1866, d. 19:,6) 
Copied verbatim {original records in University of Borth 
Carolina Library) · 

Life in Antrim and Armagh 

In this section or Ireland most of the inhabitants lived in 
simple cottages with thatched roors,_and turf was used for f'uel 
for the fires. Oat-cakes and oatmeal formed the chief diet. 
Meats were scaroe and seldom appeared upon tbe table. The 
olothl.ng was rough and home-made .. 'Ble schools were poor, 
teaching·only spelling, writing and the rudiments of English 
graDIDfl,r and the teachers were in most oases vezry inefficient. 

Farming was on a veey pr1m1tive scale, and money scal'Ce. 
Empl.QJlllent was difficult to find, wages were very low and often 
paid in produce from the farm.. Many of these farms consisted 
or only three· to five acres or land. Books were rare, read1 ng 
matter scaroe, and libraries unknown. 

The moral tone or these Scotch-Irish people was sincere and· 
true. Tb.e7 prized higbl.y their Psalm-books and Bibles, and 
memorizing favorite passages or Scripture· was common. Strik:1ng 
texts were marked, memorized, and often quoted. Living in ma.n7 
oases tn houses without either chimneys or windows, with povert7 
pinching on every side, the7 bad but little to llghten their 
gloom or bring good cheer.. It must alwaJ'S be a marvel how amid 
such conditions these sturd.7 Scotch-Irish prayed &r,1d perserved and 
kept unshaken their faith in God's wisdom and Bis ld.ndl7 provtdenoe. 

Remembering conditions in Ireland in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries it is easy to understand the impression produced 
.by the reports coming from America; rich lands in abundance; gl'e&t 
forests of valuable woods; abundant coal and iron; good wages; 
unlimited opportunities of every kind, and the almost-Utopian 
promise-of equality, freedom from injustice, civil and religious 
liberty, and, above all, a cessation of the intrigues of kings and 
l'Ul.ers that bad been the curse or Eurqpe for centuries. Emm1g­
ration to America promised salvation from a thousand ills and 
misfortunes. Originals leases of lands began to expire 1n 1714; 
famines f"olloved in 1725 and 1740, and hence it is easy to under­
stand why large bodies or colonists tUI'Iled to America; five· 
hund~d reached Boston at one time in-1718; and Pennsylvania,· 
Vil'ginia~ North.Carolina and other seetions soon bad thousands 
of the Scotch-Irish settlers who afterwards pla,-ed such an impol't­
a~t part in the growth and development of the United States. They 
h$d learned invaluable lessons in the past in the school of adver­
sity, and coul.d deeply appreciate the opportunities which theil' new 
homes offered. 

There is much valuable source material or early families of 
Antrim and Annagh counties, Ireland, to be found 1n the records 
in cbarge of the Presbyterian Historical Societ7 of Ireland at 
Belfast. There are vezry old congregational i-egisters for both 
Antrim and Armagh, containing baptismal l:tst, &c. Tb.en there ue 
the Muster Rolls for these counties for 1631 and the Hearth Money 
Rolls, 1669, for Antrim. In the Antrim book dating from 1674 to 
1733 are found 2,600 entries or baptisms and 600 entries of .... a·,··· 
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Recol'ds of Dr. William Tb.omton Whitsett (Cont'd.} 

•mases; the Al'me.gh books date :f'laom l7fYT to 1728 and from 1796 
to 1809. While these old l'egisters &l'e veey diff'icult to decipher 
in many instances., still to one familiar with such work., this 
ancient sto17 is easily ava1nableo !l'bese lists of' names oonceming 
birth., baptism., DBl'riage and death serve to c_onneot the fami1y 
history with days long past., and while all definite persona1 
:reool'd concerning most of the individual names oan never be bad 
1n f'all.; still this source :ma.terial is b1ghl7 valuable as 
establishing the f'act of place of f'amily residence. It also 
serves to connect the family with the work of the ch'Ul'Ch 1n many 
instances., because the meN tact that incidents 1Q fam1l.7 lif'e 
we~ entered upon the-church records proves a regard f'or chlll'Oh 
ol'd1nances., and a respect fol' chul'Oh customs., that it is pleasant 
to remember afte~ the lapse of these centuries 

From Ireland to America 

William Whitsitt.,· Joseph "Whitsitt., and John Wb1tsett1 three 
bl'Others., came fl'ODI Antl'1m county., Ireland.,·to America in 1740. 
Aati-1m county was 1n the province of Ulster., and the brothers 
lived 1n the valley of the Lagan :river. 'ftJ.1.s district bore the 
name of' Antrim as f'ar back as the 14th cent'lll'7., and-bas many 
remains of the ancient days such __ ·as caims., cl'0JDl.ecbs., and ancient 
castles., among them Glenarm and Cal'rickf"el'gUs. 

These thl'ee brothel's became early settlers in the·lower valle7 
of the Sisquebanna River in Pennsylvania., nea:z- Ba:z-risbul'g., then 
known as Ha:z-ris' Fer:z-y; one of them later llved at B'annastovn which 
was burned by the Indians 1n 1781; and still.another settled at 
Pittsburg. The Indians gave such tl'OUble to early settlel'S · 1n -
this section., and all three bl'others became noted Indian fighters; 
William Whitsitt., especially sei-ving as scout and sw over what 
is now the counties of Fayette., Washington and Greene., and he 
never l'elented 1n his operations against the Indians because of 
theil' depl'edations 1n which his home had been destroyed.. William 
Whitsitt seems to bave been easily the leader or the brothers., and 
many traditions pl'esei-ve accounts or his braveey and his fearless 
spirit in the frontier life of his day. When the Indian saw the 
$Soend1ng smoke of the first rude log cabins along the Susquehanna 
and the Monongahela he Nad the doom or his bapw-hunting grounds., 
but it to9k s~out heal'ts and unyielding spirit to face the painted 
wa:z-riors who swept down under the leadership of such chieftains 
as Logan and Tecumaea bent on death and destruction; William 
Wtutsitt and bis brothers wel'e equal to the stern call of the hour. 
The small round log cabin of the white man had come to stay; to 
be :rep1aced as time passed by the two-sto17,hewed log house., and 
late:z- by sawn timbers., brick., and stone. The pioneer with coon­
skin cap, and weathe:z--beaten face., was finally to conquel' the 
Al.leghenies., and push westward towards the Rockies. 

Much in~erest attaches to William Whitsitt., Joseph Whitsitt., 
and John Whitsitt because so rai- as.known they were the first 
of theil' name ~o come to Ame:z-ica, set up families.,-and become 
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Records of Dr. William Tb.omton Whitsett (Cont'd) 

the .fOUDders of many family lines. Others.of their name and 
_connection· mpidly folloved, but these have the distinction of 
being the first immigrants. 

Samu.el Whitsett (1664-1754) born, lived and- died 1n Antrim 
county, Ireland. 

William Whitsett (1689-1769)_ son of above, bom, lived, and 
died in Antrim county:, Ireland. -

William Whitsett ll709-1798) son of above; mal'I'ied Elizabeth 
Dawson 1n Ireland,.and came with his wife, and son, William 
Whitsett who was born in Ireland August 20, 1731, to Pennsyl.vania 
in 1740. _ 

John Whitsett (1711-1796) came with bis brother, William 
Whitsett (1709-1798~) to Penns1lvania in 1740. · · 

Joseph Whitsett 1711-1796) came with his brother, William 
Whitsett (1709-1798 and John Whitsett (1711.-1796) to Penn97l.vania 
1n l.740. . 

The history- of the earliest branch of the Whitsett family in 
the United States traces back to the family- group that reached 
Pennsylvania in.1740; a group of five consisting of tbe three 
brothers, Will.iam, John, and Joseph Whit~ett together with the 
vife and son of William Whitsett. The descendants of these 
three bol'thers became- widely scattered over·many states. 

When they landed in Pennsylvania in 1740, William 'Whitsett -
and bis wife, Elizabeth Dawson Whitsett, bad one son as stated, 
William Whitsett, then nine years ol.d, their other child:tten were 
bo:rn here. (With exception of Henry b. 1730 in Ireland). John 
Whitsett and Joseph Whitsett manied soon after their arrival 
and·ooth nad large families, so even before the Revolutionary­
War there were both children and gl'&Ildchildren of the three 
original Whitsett brothers who had come across as the first 
1mmigrants ot this .family line. Certain of these families bave 
preserved the family record and are able to trace their lines 
back to the original. 1Dml1gre.nts, but others are unabl.e to do so, 
although they- knov 1n ·e. geneMl way that they- are descended from 
this Sootob-IriSh ancestry-a 

It must be remembered, also, that .following 1740 thel'8 were 
several other immigrants of the Whitsett name coming from.-Ant:rim 
and .Armagh counties, Ireland, to America who became the founders· 
o.f families of this name but not of direct ginship with the 
fa.mily f:L-9m which William, Joseph, and Johll Whitsett bad come. 
For this reason, vhil.e·mDJerous Whitsett families tzaace to these 
three Pennsylvania Whitsett brothers, other Whitsett famil.ies 
trace·to other 1um1gMnts of the .family who came across after 
the -year 1740. All, though, have the same general Scotch-Irish 
ancestry as herein explained. 
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The Austin Whitsett Family Branch 

Austin Whitsett was boi-n 1n O:range county, North Carolina, 
Feb. 5:, 18081 and died l'lov. 29, 1890z. near Graham, Al.smanoe 
count7., and· s buried in Providence uemetel'J'. He was married 1n 
Marc~., 18:,3, to Ma:rigaret Barbara Bason, bol'IJ Oct. 9, 1817, died_· 
llov. ·· 30, 1902. She was a daughter of Joseph Be.son whose wife 
was Barbara Foust., a sister- of Daniel Foust of Guilford county. 

Austin Whitsett•s pe.Nnts were John Whitsett- (1782-1845) 
and Ruth (Low) Whitsett (1790-1846). 

His sr.ndpa:rienta wel'e Samuel Whitsett (1752-1832) and Ma:ey 
(Stockard) Whitsett (1760-1830). 

His g.J.'lea t grandpa:rients we:rie Hen:ey Wh1 tsett ( 1730-1800) who 
came to North Carolina 1n ·1770 .f:riom Pennsylvania or Virginia, 
and his wife, Jane (Mebane) Whitsett who died 1n 1802. Tb.is 
Heney Whitsett was a Qrother-o.f William Whitsett (1731-1811), 
and both were born in Ir-eland., and bad come to America-with 
their- parents in 1740. . . 

llis great gr-eat grandpa:rients we:rie the ol'ig1nal immigrants., 
William Wh.1tsett (1709-1798) and his wi.fe Elizabeth (Dawson) 
Whitsett who came to America f:rom I:rieland in 1740 with their 
tvo sons, Heney and William., and two brothe:ris., John Whitsett 
and Joseph-, Whitsett. · 

Samu.el Whitsett, grandfather o:t Austin Whitsett., bad four 
sons,- Moees, James who married Sarah Jackson, J~hn wµ.o married 
Ru.th·L .. Low, and William who mar:riied Jane Barden and was a 
P:riesbyte:riian minister in Tennessee. 

Austin Whitsett bad four bi-others who moved·to· Miss~i.,­
Alfred, James, Low and Emsley; and two sisters, one ma:riried. 
Hugh Sbaw., the other Rev. Joseph Albright. · • 

Ma:rigaret (Bason) Whitsett., wife of Austin Whitsett, bad five 
brother, Je:riemiah who married Celia Dickey., Henry who-married· 
Ma:ey Trollinger, Joseph R. who married Jul.ia Fogleman, Goerge., 
and Dr. William F • ., also four sisters, Maria who :marrfed· 
Constantine Sellers., Catharine who married Andrew Murray., Sarah, 
and Barbara. . 

On May 27, 1928 a handsome granite and bronze memorial marker 
was e:riected to the memory of Jacob Be.son (1741-1800) the pioneer 
of the Bason family 1n this part of-North C&I'Olina.· It stands 
in Bawf'ield's Cemetery, near Mebane, North Carolina, and was un­
veiled with ~ppropriate ce:riemonies 1n the p:resence of a large 
gathering, and the hi.storical ad.d:riess of the occasion traced 
the sto:ey o.f the Ba.son .family to its o:ri1g1nal sources. 

Doctor William Thornton Whitsett-
Genealogist for Whitsett Family: 

Prom- ''Who's Who in Geanelogy" 1932: 
''Whitsett- Dr. Wm. Thornton- Genealogist .for Whitsett., Be.son., 

Foust., Summers., Ho.f.fman., Clapp families; historian of Guilford 
Co • ., N.C. Compiler; Founders of Church & State; Landmarks & 
Pioneers; Brick- Church & The Clapp Family; Alamance Co. & the 
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Doctor William Thornton Whitsett (Cont'd) 

Whitaell-Bof'tman Families; and to be publis~d., Cait. Peter 
Summers., Rev. Bal'O; 'Whitsett-Bason Family H:Lsto:ey {his notes 
on this are 1n·tbe Jlamlscript Library- ot the University ot 
llortb Carolina., he died before this bisto:ey was f'1nisbed., a 
ve:;i-bat1m copy of his Whitsett records are given above~), Dr. 
Whitsett was boi-D Whitsett, N.C. Aug. 5, 1866; A. M • ., Pb..D._~ 
North Carolina College., and University of North Carolina. 
Married June :,o., 1906 Carrie E. Brewer of Winston Salem., 
J.C. Founder 1n 1888 &·president until 1918, Whitsett Inst. 
Mem~r S.A.R •. Whitsett., N.C. 11 (Dr. Whitsett died in 1934) 
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Whitsitt· Records- Doctor William Beth Whitsitt: 

Whitsitt- William Beth (l'lovo 25, 1841- J&Do ·20, 1911) 
Baptist minister and theological seminaey president,· son of 
Reuben Ewing Wh1 tai tt of lfa_shville, grandson of Rev. James 
Wh1 tsi tt. Educated: Union University, University of Virginia, 
Sou. Baptist Seminary, University of LeipZig & Berlin. His 
final work ns professor of philosophy at R1.cbmond College. 
llari-ied li'lorence Wallace of Woolford Co. , Ky. in· 1881. Wrote 
"Annals of a Scotch-Irish Family" copied here in pa.rt: 

"Preliminary-- The Whitsitt family is widely extended. 
Pel'Bons bearing their name and blood may be found in nearly 
f!JV8'1!'f portion of the United States and Canada, as also in 
Ireland and Scotland.-----

Bocenclature- The Wbitsitts are a numerous tribe in Ireland, 
where they bol'e and still bear the name of Whiteside. Mr. Hanna 
1n his important work, "Tile Scotch-Irish· or the Scot in North 
Britain, North Ireland and North America f,, does not mention 
the name Whitsitt· as occurring in Ireland, but there is quite a 
force of the 'Whitesides there, mainly in the counties of Antrim 
and Armagh. James Whiteside of county Wicklow ac· 1806 became 
Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench 1n INland.----­
In their Scottish home the Whitesides appear to bave been a 
sept of the Bell clan of Anna~le. In the year 1685 .John Bell, . 
of Whiteside, seems to have been at the head of this clan and . 
the following notice is taken of his death: "Sir Robert Grierson, 
of Lagg, having the comnand of a partyl'of Claverh.ouse's troop, 
and Strachan's·Dragoons, surprised John Bell, of.Whiteside; 
Dlvid Halliday, portioner of Mayfield;·Andl'ew McCrabit, James 
Clement and Robert·Lenox, of Irlintoun, and barbarously kill~ 
them after quarter, without time allowed to pray. When John 
Bell of Whiteside, begged a little time to pray, Lagg answered: 
Wbatt the devil have ye been doing? Have ye not prayed ·enough 
these many years in the bills?· and he shot b.1li1 presently, 1n the 
Parish of Tongland in Galloway:, Febl'U&ry 1685. (Hanna II p 258)"--

Pirst Entry- William Whitsitt II, the son of William 
Whitsitt I, the ~on of Samuel Whitsitt (all of Ireland}. married 
Elizabeth Iawson, of Ireland. William Whitsitt III, son of tbe 
afol'8said William, married Miss Ellen Menees, daughter of James 
Menees----- He died at the residence of his son, the Rev. James 
Whitsitt, in the vicinity or Nashville, Tennessee, July 14, 1811. 
Here 82!8 four generations or the family. Of these the first two 
died 1n Il'8land. William WQ.1 tsi tt II was the 1.mmigrant, and 
shortly after the year 1731 he came over the s·ea vi th his wife, 
Elizabeth (Iawson) Whitsitt and their son, William Wb.1.tsitt IIIi 
who bad been bo~ in their Irish home on the 20th of August 173. 
(also their son, Henry born in Ireland in 1730, is given in other 
records). It is assumed that the Nashville Whitsitts·landed in 
Pennsylvania_ along with the other Scotch-Irish immigrants; but 
the ship that bore them and the precise date of its ari-ival are 
as yet unknown. 
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Whitsitt Records - Dr. Wm. Heth Whitsitt: (Cont'd) 

From- Foote's Sketches or Virginia- "On- the 10th of · 
February 1890., a letter from Mr. Joseph G. Whitsitt (this was 
son ot Moses Whitsitt and sister of Minerva Jane Whitsitt Banis) 
o:t Belton., Texas., inquired regarding.a tradition to effect that 
bis ancestors came to America in the same ship with the ancestors 
of General Samuel Houston. The names of five of the .Houstons 
occur 1n connection with that of William Whiteside., and it seems 
not 1mpl'Obab1e tbat tbs Whitsitts of Belton were derived from 
him. The name of Moses Whiteside also appears. Among the 
Whitsitts of north Geozagia the name of Moses has been often 
used." 

Whiteside Cli&ek- William Whiteside II., the 1DDD1g1:'Sllt found 
a home 1n the.midst of the stout Scotch-Irish colonists., who., 
coming down the Valley or Virginia., bad crossed the Blue Ridge 
into· Albermarle at and after the year 1737. The South Fork of 
Mechums River ran through his land and acquired the name of 
Whiteside Creek., which it has carried ever since on the maps 
-of Albemarle. He sold this land July 7., 1767. -

William Whiteside III- William III was a member of the 
Albemarle Militia (Haning 7, 203) ----- He married ac 1763 
Ellen Menees, who 11 ved near Ambers t Court House. At this 
time he purchased 200 acres of land from John Wade. With this 
record he began to change his name s~lling back to Whitsitt. 
He sold this land and purchased 1n 1767., 300 acres from hi"s -
father-in-law 1n .Amherst. William II, the 1.JDnigrant could not 
:resist following his son to Amherst, where he died ac 1770. It 
is possible that William the immigrant and Elizabeth had other 
children than William III (not only possible but a fact, Henl'J 
born in Ireland 1730 being a son). 

Changing the Name- The responsibility of changing the name- of 
the lias~vil.le :family from Whiteside to Whitsi.tt appears to rest 
with William Whitsitt III. His father always sigaed himself 
Whiteside, and the name of the son was written Whiteside in 
tbe recora.s o:r the Albermarle Militia. But records of the 
.Amherst period show he called himself Whitsitt. Nearly all of 
those who have contracted the name from Whiteside prefer to spell 
it Whitsett, but the Nashville family have always insisted upon 
the f'orm Whitsitt. 11 .. 

(the.family .of Moses Whitsett used the Whitsitt spelling 
m.inly, al though Moses himself' spelled it Wh1 tset t. 5.o 
both forms of spelling, also Whiteside will be fOUDd in 
these records., but all are members of the same family ot 
the 1.mmigl'ant, Will~ Whitsett II) 

Whitsett Record- as found in First Families of America Vol IV: 

''Whitsett, William (1709-98) came from Ireland to Pa., 1740 . 
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Whitsett Records- As round in Fiiast Families o.f America Vol IV: 
(Cont~d) . . 

with his two bl'Others, John and Joseph. Married in Ireland.­
Elizabeth Iawson, and bad two sons born in Ireland, ·Benr;r b. 
1730 and William b. 1731. 11 

. 

l'fatlll'811zation Record- Adam Whitsett (probably son ot John or 
Joseph) and Henry (son of William II, the immigrant., and 
grandfather or Moses Whitsett): 

From Orange County Cour~ Records: 
North Cal'Olina, Hillsborough District-

"At a Superior Court or Justice begun and held for the district 
a.fol'8said at the Court house in Hillsborough on Satarday the 
22nd day or September 1770. Present- The Honorable Henderson., 
Associate Justice- Adam Whitsett & Henry Whitsett appeared 1n 
open court & took the oaths prescribed by Parliament .for 
Naturalization. Court- adjourned till Monday 10 o'clock." 

North Cal'Olina Land Grants to Samuel Whitsett: 

North Carolina State 
Orange County No. 326 270 Acres 

TbJ.s Plan Represents a tract of Land Su.rveyd for Samuel 
Wh1t$ett on the Waters o.f Black Creek Adjoyning the Lands of 
James 'Whitsett-

Beginning at a B. o. Runnin§ thence South 18 Ch8 • to a Hie 
then Sou.th 70 negs. East 38 Ch. to a W. o. at the .for of a 
Branch South 45 Dej8 • East 33 Ohs. to a B. jack North 3½ Ch8 • t_o 
a B. O. West 25 Ch • to a Hie North 48½ ChS. to P.O. the9 East 
75 Ch8 • to tb.e first Station Containing 270 Acres Surve,u. Tb.e 
27th July 1782 

Tho8 Muthollan 

State of North Carolina 
Rockingham County- By Virtue ot a Warrant No. 958 52 3/4 Ac:res 

I hereby certify that on the nineteenth day of December 1807 
I surveyed a tract of land situat lying and being on the waters 
ot Jacobs creek, aocoroing to the ane.xed plan 

Beginning at a pine Tb.en East Forty seven poles to a doggvood 
-on William Godsey line then North on Samu.el and John Whitsetts 
lines crofsing or Jacobs creek One hundred and Ninty two poles 
to a white oak on Alexander Martins line Tb.en West Forty two 
poles to a white Oak then South one & Ea.st Thirty_six poles to 
another whit~- oak then South Two & West One hundred and Fifty 
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NoJ"bh· 0arol.tna Land- .GN.Dts: to Samuel:/Wbj;tsett ::(cont'd) 

seven poles to the first Station 

John Wall- sec 
Robert Bapin 

C. Phil"ips D.S. 
approved: 

C Philips 

Orange County, North Carolina Recol'ds: 

Orange Co. Tax Pa~rs 1790- from North Carolina State Records 
page 1286 Vol 26: 

Sam'l Whiteside- 200 acres- Oi-ange Dist. 
(this Samuel Whitsett, rather of Moses) 

Orange Co. Recol'ds or Deeds 
1807- Deed Book 13 page 112: 

Thomas Jones to Samu.el Whitsett-
This Indenture made the 4th day in tb.e year of Our Lord 1807 __ 

between Thomas Jones of the one part living in Bertie Co. State of 
N.C. and Samuel Whitsett on the other part witnessett that the 
said Thomas Jones for an- 1n consideration of the sum of three 
hundred dollars the sum to him in bond paid by the said Samu.el 
Whitsett receipt where of the said Thomas Jones doth hereby 
acknowledge ha th given granted & bargained sell alien enfcoss · ~& 
oonfil'ID un-to the said Samuel Whitsett his heirs and asignees 
forever all that real tract or parcel of land situated lying & 
belong in the Co. of Guilford on the waters of Reedy fork 
Beginning at a Pest Oak joining Jacob Christman then-----
Joining Boston Gerenews----- containing 200 acres be the some 
more or less-

Wm. Whitsett Witnesses 
Leve Stow 

O:range Co. Records of Deeds 
Book 13 page 353 

Duly passed in open court 
Test J. Saylor 

Wm. Dixon to John Whitsett both of the Co. of Orange & State of 
B.C. for $250 dollaPs on the waters of the little Alamance. 
Beginning at Michael Holts corner 200 acres be it more or less. 

Samuel Whitsett 
Wm. Holt 

Witness 
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Orange County1 North Cal'Olina Recol'ds (Cont'd) 

Orange Co. Records of Deeds 
Book 15 page 91 -

Jacob Wilhoit to John Whitsett 15 Aug 1814 situated 1n Orange 
Co. on waters of Great Alamance- adjoining said Whitsett• OWD land. 

Orange Co. Records of Deeds 
Book 18 page 374 · 

Moses Whitsett from James Wood 154 acres on vatel'B of Mill 01'8ek 
(This deed 1 in full, will follow the Orange County Censu 
Records) 

Orange Co. Records _of Deeds 
John Whitsett to James Whitsett both of Orange Co. 96½ acres 

on Little Alamance- 1824 · 
(brothers of Moses Whi·tsett) 

Orange Co. Marriage Bonds · 
22 Aug 1801 

Whitsett, James to Sarah Jackson 
(brother o~ Moses Whitsett) 

1800 Orange County1 N. C. Census Records 
John Whitsett 1 male under 10 1 male 16 to 26 1 female 
16 to 26 l female over 45 
(brother of Moses Whitsett) 

1810 Orange County1 N.C. Census Records 
Wm Whitsitt 1 male 26 to 45 2 females under 10 1 tamale 
16 to 26 (brother of Moses Whitsett) 

1820 Orange County, N. C. Census Records 
Saml 'Whitsett 2 males 26 to 45 1 male over 45 1 female 
16 to 26 1 female over 45 
(believed to be father of Moses Whitsett and Moses one of tbe 
males 26 to 45 living with bis father 
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Deed-·· Wood to Whitsett Orange County,- R. C. 

'1'h1.s Indenture made this the 2d day o:f September in the Je&r 
o:f om- Lord one thousand Eight hundred&: Twenty 'between J-s 
Woode of the County o:f Orange&: State ot North Carolina or 
the one·part and Moses WIL:1.tsett of the same County and State 
aforesaid of the other part Wb.1tnesseth tbat he the said James 
Woods for an in consideration of the S'UJB of One Tb.ouaand Five 
hundred &: :fifty nine dollars to him in band paid before the. 
sealing of these presents the Receipt whereof he. the said 
James Woods doth hereby acknowledge hath given., granted., 
bargained.,&: sold and by these presents do give., gl'&Dt., 
bargain., sell., alien., enfeoff &: confirm unto the said Moses 
Whitsett all that Tract or parcel of Land situate 1n said 
COUDty on the Waters of Mill Creek and is bounded as follows 
(To .Wit) Begining at a white oak on John Pattens line then 
South 10° East forty one chains to a Stake on Masons line then 
South-78° West i'venty six chains&: fifty links to a White Oak., 
then North Six chains&: seventy five links to a stake., then 
South 78° West 15 to Poali P. Ashe •s line then Borth 10° West 
thirty three chains&: a half to a stake the subdividing line 
then :iC? 48° East Forty chains&: seventy five links to the first 
station containing One hundl'ed &: fifty fOUl" and a halt acres 
be the same more or less; with all the Estat~ Interest., right., 
title., elaim and demand whatsoever as vell 1n Equity., as 1n Lav 
of him the said James Woods bis heirs or assigns., to the only 
proper use and behoof of him the said Moses Whitsett and his 
heirs&: assigns forever. This Indentlll'e now Vitnesseth tbat 
the said James Woods doth covenant and @.Sree to&: with the said 
Moses Whitsett that the right and-Title to said Land with tbs 
hel'ed1taments thereunto belonging., he the said Woods ·will 
Warrant and forever defend from himself bis heirs&: assigns and 
from eveey other Person claiming or to claim 'Wit.Dess whereof he 
the said James Woods bath hereunto set bis band and affixed his 
seal the day & year first above mentioned --

Signed Sealed&: delivered 
In the Presence of 
Johnston Freeland 
James Hamilton • 

Orange County November Term 1820 

James Woods (seal) 

!'be Execution of the above deed was duly proved 1n Open Cour,t 
by the Oath of James Hamilton a Subscribing Witness thereto&: 
ordered to be registered 

. Test J. Taylor c. c. 
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Deed to Moses llbitsitt- Orange County, B. C. 

THIS InDEltl-cJRE made this 31st day of December in the J'8&r of 
our Lord one thousand Eight hundred &.Twenty one between Tb.omaa 
Clancy Sherif'"f or· the County of Orange & State of Borth Cal'Olina 
on the one part&: Moses Whitsitt of the County of Orange&: 
State af'oresa1d on the other part Witnesseth that wheI'e&s by 
virtue of an Execution issuing from the County Co~ of Ol'&rlge 
against Jobn Hamilton & others ror the sum of Eight hundred & 
seventy nine dollars 52½ cents which said sum was recovered by 
Elijah Pickard against the said John Hamilton & others as on 
Record may appear And whereas the said Execution was directed 
and delivered to the said ~s Clancy-sheriff as aforesaid 
cOJ11111Lnd.1ng him that the Goods, chattels, lands & tenements of 
the said John Hamilton&: others therein named he should cause 
to be ma.de the aforesaid Sum.of eight hundred & Seventy nine 
Dollars fifty two&: onebalf cents to satisfy the said.Execution 
&: the said Tb.omas Clancy Sheriff as aforesaid 1n pg.rsuance &: 
by virtue of bis office&: the aforesaid Execution (no goods or 
chattels to be found) did levy on & certain piece or ~el of 
Land situate lying & being in the said County of Orange bounded 
as follows (That is to say) by James Mebane & W1lli&m Paisley on 
the waters of Mill Creek containing by Estimation Eighty Six 
Acres be the same moi-e or less. And the said Thomas Clancey 
Sheri.ff as aforesaid after due advert1sement according to i.v 
did cause the said pi.ace or pal"Cel of land with all the appur­
tenances thel'8Uilto belonging to be put up at Publ1c Sale to 
the highest bidder on the thirty first day of May 1n the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & Twenty one at which 
time&: place the aforesaid Moses Whitsitt became the last and 
highest bidder at the Sum of One hundred & Seventy eight dollars 
& fifty cents for the said land with the appw-tenances thereto 
belonging: Now therefore the said Thomas Clancy Shel'iff' of' · 
Orange County as aforesaid for&: in consideration of the Sum 
of One hundred & Seventy eight dollars fifty cents to him 1n 
band pa1d by the said Moses Whitsitt at and before the sealing 
& signing of these presents the receipt whereof 1s hereby 
acknowledged he the said Thomas Clancy Sheriff doth hereby 
bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, convey & confirm to the said 
Moses Whitsitt his Executors, administrators Ol' assigns forever 
all the aforesaid Lands tenements & appurtenances vi.th all right_ 
title, claim, or demand of or unto the aforesaid piece or parcel 
of land vi.th all the bered1taments to the same belonging or 1n 
any v1se appertain1ng To bave & to hold to him the said Moses 
Whitsitt bis he1rs executors, administrators or assigns foreveza 
1n as :rul.l & ample a manner as he the said Sheriff is impowered 
by virtue of h:1s office and further the sa1d Thoma.a Clancy Sheriff 
doth hereby covenant prom1se & grant, to & with the said Moses 
Wh1ta1.tt bis heirs, Executors, administrators or assigns who shall 
& may from time to time & at all times hel'eafter have hold occupy 
possess & enjoy the said premises with ·the appurtenances clear & 
free from all. inoumbl'ance bad made done oz- oomnitted by h1.m the 
said Sheri.ff or by his Order means or procurements & that he the 
said Thomas Clancy Sheriff Will W~rrent & defend the same to the 
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Deed to Moses Whitsitt - (Cont'd) 

said Moses Whitsitt bis heil'S Executors, Adnms. or assigns 
f'ol'ever so f'ar as bis Of'f'ice of Sherif'f' will admit & no 
turther. In witness whereof' the said 'fb.omas Clancy Sbel'itt 
ot Orange County bath hereunto set bis band & seal the day 
and yeal' above written. 

Signed sealed & delivered.I 
In the presence of 

Samuel Bigelow 

Thomas Clancy Shff. (Seal) 

Orange County May Term ~822 
The Execution of th$ witJl,in Deed was duly 
acknowledged io open:c.~ by Thomas Clancy 
the subscl'iber thereto'& order to be 
Registered 

Test J. TaylO?'. c. c. 

Georgia Census Records: 

i850 Forsyth County Georgia Census: 
Baney T. Ray 50 (B.C.- widow of Moses 'Whitsitt) real $600 
William J. •. Whitsi.tt 18 Farmer (1'.C •. - son of Moses Whitsitt) 
Joseph G. 'Whitsitt 17 Farmer (N.C.- son of Moses Whitsitt) 
Moses G.·Whitsitt 15 (Ga.- son of Moses Whitsitt) 
R. W. Blackstock 29, wire C.A. (N.C.- daughter of Moses Whitsitt) 

1860 Forsyth County Georgia Census: · 
William Barl'is 40 Farmer (S .. C .. ) real. $6000- personal $5300, . 
wife Manirva (•enirva) J. 33 (B.C.- daughter or Moses Whitsitt), 
C~l~n:· Jas. W. 14, .Mary E. ·12, Virginier (Virginia) 10, 
Barout· (Harriet) ·a, Adaline R (Angie Ray) 2. All children born Ga. 

(this shows tbilt tbe f'ami1y of' Moses Whitsitt ca.me to Georgia 
about 18,5) . · 
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Will of Anthony Thompson- Father of Nancy Thompson Bird, who 
later married Moses Whi.tsetto 

In tbe name of God Ameno 

I Anthony Thompson of the County- of Orange and State of North 
Carolina being of sound mind and memory do make this my last 
Will and Testament, hereby revoking and disannulling all other 
wills by me heretofore made and do pronounce tbis·to be mJ Last 
Will & Testament. 

I recommend my soul to God who gave it and my body to be decently 
bul'ied and for what worldly goods it bath pleased God to bestow 
on me I give devise and direct ill the following manner & form, 
to wit: 

I have given and advanced unto.my son Ande~son Thompson fifty 
acres of land by a refference to the deed. Will _more .fully 
appear the said.fifty acres of land I charge him six hundred 
dollaI'S to be .settled and accounted for in the settlement of my 
estateo I have also-advanced unto my- said Son Anderson one horse 
creature, some stock, household & ketchen furniture and I 
authorize and desire my executors or my vife·to give to each 
child a like as near as can be done in value, stock, household & 
kitchen furniture as has been given·1n the out f'itt of each of 
eldest cru.ldren, provided it can be made out of my own without 
purchasing. · 

Item 2 'do I· give and bequeath unto my son William Thompson fifty 
acres of land whereon he now lives including all I own on the 
south side of the great road west of Isaac Watts Oum Corner and 
then run·-pa.ra1A1 with Kecks line for compliment, which land I 
value at Fi,,e hundred dolla.rs to be accounted for at the final 
settlement of my estate. 

Item 3'd. I give and bequeath uuto my son Ma.rma.duk Michael 
Thompson the tract of land adjoini..~g the land of' Barney clap and 
others on Beaver Creek, containing thirty acres more or less at 
the price of Two Hund.red. Dollars to be accounted for at ·the 
settlement of my Esta.tea 

Item 4tho I lend the use of a.11 the rema:1.ning part of land unto 
my loving.wife.during her natural life with all the improvements 
thereon and undesturbed by aIIW" person and after her death· I give 
and bequeath unto my son Anthony (after the death of' my vife) all 
that tract of land loaned her whereon I now live bounded by Will­
iam Thompson's Track yet to be laid off' & others with all the 
improvements thereon to h.1m & his heirs forever at the Mte and 
price of eight hund...'"8d dollars to be settled and accounted for 
in the settlement of ray ·estate. 

Item 5th •. I lend unto my beloved wife during °Qer natural life 
(after selling a sufficiency to dis~harge all my debts) all my 
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Will of Anthony Thompson (Cont'd) 

l\!ltock of horses, cattle, hogs, sheep&: my wagon, Black smith 
tools, farming & tools of all kinds.which are on the plantation, 
all lfI1' hOWJehold & ketchen furniture and I further 1·end unto my 
beloved wife a.uring ber;natural life (under the following 
requisitions) all 'IIIJ" negro slaves for her u.se & ·benefit during 
her natural 11.f'e but should it so.happen that ny negroes should 
so incl'ease agi-eeable to the connon course of natuiwe of things 
all the first negroes born after the date of this will so soon as 
they arrive to the age of five or six years of age to be given 
at its fair val~tion to be valued by three freeholders in the 
neighbourhood and the.said valuation made out in writing which 
shall be evidence of the value or in any other just way so that 
the value may be perpetuated which shall be ·the amount-said child 
shall account for at the final sett+ement; ot. my estate,. the gift 
shall commence with lfI1' daughters .first until· they have negro 
property nearly to aqua+ with the price of my- sons land after 
giving each daugh.te:r Qne negr~ then aft~l' that may happen it is· 
'llfJ' will & desire that my son .Ma:rmaduk: M. Thompson shall have the 
next young negro at its valuation as above. 

. . 
Item 6th.· I give and-bequeath unto my daughter· Polly one negl'O 
girl of-the value of one hundl'ed and fi.f'ty dqllars after the 
death of 'III1' wife or value thel'eof in the final settlement of' my 
estate over and above all the l'est of my childi-en·on ·account of 
her misfortune of having one of her bands ·injured. 

Item 7th. After the death of·,my wife it is my will and desil'e 
that a.11·my- negroes--sball be divided amongst all my ohildl-en by 
valuation of three good and lavfull men appointed-by the County 
CO'Ul't or by any tbl'ee Justices· our of Court who shall be · 
unconnected to either parti1 and 1n the fil'St those men shall 
value all the negroes and aistribute them amongst the children 
as nearly equal as can be done by charging each Son with the price 
of his land as above stated & also the daughters with those negroes 
advanced to them should thel'e be any at the pr1.ce and valuation 
made at the time of the del1.ver1ng of the said negroes (in the 
first place reserving one if there should be such a one of the 
value of One Hundred & Fi.f'ty dollars for Polly as above mentioned) 
and c~rge each.child with the amount he bas received and so on 
with the balance of negroes on band until the whole &l'e distributed 
round and those children who should happen to bave tbe larger 
amount shall pay to the lesser until the whole of Df1 children sball 
have equal sh&I'8 & sbare alike, to wit: Nancy, Jane, Anderson, 
Letty, William, l;>illy, Ma:rmaduk, and Anthony, and my- Dl.ugh.tei­
Polly to have one h1m(uted and fi.f'ty dollars over and above all 
the rest and I f'lll'the1;--- provide that after the dea_th of my wi.f'e 
for all my stock, household & ketchen fwaniture or any property 
not herein provided to be.sold and the money arising therefrom 
perhaps maybe sut'ficient to bring & make up the unequal fractions 
due 1n the division of the negroes which division 1th.en completed 
to each of my- said children above, or to them, or their heirs 
forever. 
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Will of Anthon7 ihompson (Cont'd) 
. . 

And I further provide tbat -.b.ouJ.d some of 'IIIJ"·Or their!. hein, live 
1n some distant o~try and not present at tb.e··t1me or a&1d 
division as above directed then I: 1n tllat c~se, the•~ appointed 
to make the said division shall make out an account tor eaoh child 
tor the land and negroes so divided b7 naming _at full lentb. the 
name of each negro & land to the dif'f'erent legatees and make a 
retllrn ot the same to court for safe keeping. And should one of 
'1111' legatees be about and not mone7 enough raised bJ' the sale of 
propert7 as above mentioned for to make up a traction that Jlligbt 
be due from bis or her lot of negroes, tlu,n & 1n that case it is 
m, will that those negroes sball be hired out until the mone7 
can be ma.de and the legatees who &l'e entitle to. receive the same 
shall wait until the mox:iey m&J' be received by the hireing the 
said cegroes and pa.7 the money due in such case. 

I nominate my wife Polly Thompson 11f1 Executl'ix to this JJf7 last 
Will&: Testament - during her life and after her death.I request 
the County Court to appoint two good men capable to divide and 
settle 11IJ" estate agreeable· to the foregoing Will. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 'l1IJ' band and seal this 
5th da7 of A'1,8Us·t 1824. 

Anthony 
Signed, sealed and acknowledged 
in the pl'esence of 

Mich'l Holt 
Alfl'ed A Holt 
Joel C. Yancy._ 

his 
X ·Thompson (SEAL) 

mark 
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Codicil To The li'ol'8go1ng Will 

I bave in the .foregoing Will bequeath unto my.da-ugb.ter Jane, 
wife o.f John James, an interest 1n tbe division _of distr11nltion 
o.f 1111' ne~es slaves as by said vlll directed •. I do herebJ' 
l'evoke said bequest and in lieu thereof I bequeath tom, sons 
Ra:rmad:uke M. Thompson ~d Anthony 'lhompson, Jr. and to the 
Stll'Vivor or survivors ot them and to the Executors or Adm1n1a­
t:ra.tors o.f the survivor of them the negro slaves alloted to her 
1n the foregoing will according to the distribution when made 
1n tl'USt ·ror my da~ter Jane wife of John '7'amea during her 
natlll"&l life but subJect to be taken out of lier pos~ession and 
hired out by the said -~•tees whenever they m&J" think proper, 
it being my intention that she shall have the uae of the said 
slaves for her support·~ maintenance f're• and ·clear from· any 
disposition or cont:rol of he~ husband ~d n~·way liab1e to his 
debts, an~ aft~r the death of the. said Jane_. .to be _equally 
divided amongst her ch1ld1'8n including all the ·-1ncreue of said 
negro-slaves~ · · · 

In the distribution of rq land to my sons, certain tracks at 
certain prices and an exchange of lands of swap or lands have, 
taken place between my tvo sons Will~ &.Ma~uke, and for the 
purpose of carrying int.o .f'ull effect the said. exchange I have 
executed a deed for Marmaduke's land to William's use and William 
baa received the money for the same I have 1n the ;f'Qregoing wlll -
bequeathed unto my- son William fifty ac:res of land at the price 
of five hundred dollars. I do hereby revoke the bequest or land 
to 1'Jl1 son William and 1n lieu tbei-eof I.give and bequeath the 
same land unto my- son Marmaduke M. Thompson to hlm and his heirs 
forever. I do he:ruby revoke the -bequest of land on Beaver Creek 
to my son Marmaduke M. Thompson have sold the same to son · 
William's use and.benefit. · 

In the foregoing codicil I have revoked and charged the gift of 
land between my sons William & Marmaduke but I do not intend to 
change the sums of money which I have charged.them, 1n the 
settlement of my estate for Marmaduke bas paid William the 
difference of price in b1.s own funds, I do he:x.by provide & 
bequeath .that -my- son William Thompson shall account 1n tbe settle­
ment or· my estate- and be charged with the same, the sum of five 
hundred dollars for benefits received 1n l&nd and I do hereby 
provide & bequeath that my son Marmaduke M. Thompson ab.all •ccount 
1n the settlement of 'JIJJ' estate and be charged with the same the 
sum of Two Hundred Dollars for benefits rec'd in la.nd. 

It is my will and desire in the settlement of '11l1'·estate that each 
of my children that 'bave l'ec 'd stock of any kind·;; household or 
kitchen .f"urniture, &'not to be noticed in a f-1nal·settlement of 
1tfJ' estate tba t each ·child, to be charged vi.th the price of his. 
land or negro slaves and not for any small article - It is my 
will and desire that my daughter llanc7 be chal'ged at the final 
sett~ement of my estate with the suttl of fifty dollars by ad­
vancement to her for the moving of her and her family from the 
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Codi.oil To the Foregoing Will (Cont'd} 

State of Tennessee and that sum shall be charged to her with 
tbe price or a negro or negroes at the final settlement of my 
estate and I do hereby revoke any thing 1n the fol'egoing will 
to the contm:ey no_twi thstanding. 

I do hereby give and bequeath unto Archib&ld.D. Mm-pb.y the sum 
of fitty dollars for the plll'Pose of reimbursing to the said 
Archibald D. Murphy that sum which he advanced to my daughter 
Baney without my- consent to b1m or his heirs forever. 

In witness ot the foregoing codicil I do hereby sign seal and 
acknowledge this 7th day of June 1826. 

his 
-Anthony X Thompson (SEAL} 

mark 

Signed, sealed- and acknowledged 
In the presence of · 

Mich. Bolt 
Al.fred A Holt 

Ora:nge County November Term 1836 . 

The Execution or the foregoing Last Will and Testament of 
Anthony Thompson dec'd was duly.proved in open court by the 
oath of Mich Holt, one or the subscribing witnesses thereto 
and the Codicil thereunto annexed was duly proved by the oath 
ot Mich Holt and ordered to be :reeorded. At the same time 
Polly Thompson the Executrix therein named appeared in open 
cOUI't and qualified accordingly. 

(Orange Co. Will Book E, p. 396) Test. 
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Marriage Bond of Moses Whitsett & Nancy Thompson Bird: 

. State or N~rth-Carolinao- Orange County Marriage Bonds, W. 

We acknowledge ourselves indebted to Baliday G Burton Govemor, 
&e. in the sum of five hundred pounds: but to be void on 
condition that there is no law.ful cause to ·o:t,struct a marriage 
between Moses Whitsett and Nancy Bird for whom a license now 
issues. Witness our bands and seals, tb.1,s 8:th day of Jan7 1827. 

J. Taylor ·Moses Whitsett {Seal} 
Archibald __ (Seal} 

(At time of their marriage or.soon theI'e after Moses & Nanc7 
Whitsett settled in Rockingham County, North Carolina. Their 
first child., Minena Jane, was born in Rockingham County) 

Whitsett Bible Records (Bible in possession of Mae Barris Fl-iar) 

Births: 

Nancy T. Ray 
Was Born Feb. 18th 1800 

M. J. 'Whitsitt 
W~s Born Dec. __ 2:,th 1827 

Cornelia A Whitsitt 
Was ~rn Aug 10th 1829 

William J Wb.1.tsitt 
·was Born Oct 7th 1831 

Joseph.G Whitsitt 
Was Born May 14th 1833 

Deaths: 

Moses G.· Whitsitt Sen· 
Departed this Life · 
Oct 8th 1834 

William H Ray 
Departed this Life 
Nov 14th 1843 · · 

M. A. Ray Departed this 
Lite 21st June 1858 aged 
16 years 6 months & 12 days 

Moses G Whitsitt 
Was Born April 8th 1835 

Augu.s tus H R&y . 
Was Born Dec 12th 1836 

Heney- L Ray 
:Was Bom July 8th 1838 

Mary A Ray (Angie) 
Was Born Jany 9th 1842 

Nancy T. Ray De~rted. this 
Life May.26th 1882 Aged 
82 ye~;ras 3 monthe & 3 DaJ'II 

Wm" .Harris Departed- this 
Life·Febl.91.li7 8th 1884 Aged 
64 years and 8 days 

M. J. · Harl-is Departed this 
Life May 16th 1904 Aged 76 
yeal;"s 4 months 23 days 



Whitsett Bible Records (Cont'd) 

Deaths: 

Heney L. Ray Departed this Lif'e 
December 13th 1873 Aged 
35 yeal's 5 months 11 days 

Maniages: 

Moses G & Nancy T Whitsitt 
Was Mal'I'ied Jany 11th 1827 

William H & N. T. Bay 
Was Marl'ied Feb.20 1836 

Wm Hal'l'is & Mifs M. J. Wh1 tsi tt 
Was Married Dec 18 1842 
Cumming Geo . 

R. W. Blackstock & M1f's · 
C. A. Wb1 tsi tt Was Manied 
Jul7 2d 1843 CUmning Ga. 

W. J. wtutsitt & Bal'I'iett Willis 
Was Mal'l'ied 1 December 1853 

Joseph G Whitsitt & S&:rah E 
Gl'een Was Marl'ied May 18 1854 
M. G. Whitsitt & Nannie E. 
McCrory Was Manied Aug 8th 
1860 Fort Smith Ark 

A. H. Ray & Mifs Emma Miller 
Was M&rl'1ed~.Ma.y 2 1859 
Fort Sm:tth Ark 

Heney L Bay & Annie Thornton 
Was Mal'l'ied Dec 14 1865 
Henry L Ray & Miss Lou 5bal'p 
Was Married July 18.1872 

. . 
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(ibis Bible Record of Nancy Thompson Bird Wb1.ts1tt Bay, shovs -
she used spelling of lihitsitt- bel' 2nd husband, Moses Whitsett, 
spelled it Whitsett before his m&l'l'iage, so 1n this family 
both forms were used) 
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Mal'l'i&ge Record of Minerva Jane Whitsett: 

Proof from her brither-in-law, who was witness at her 
. wedding: 

State of Texas 
OOWJty of Fannin Befo.re the undersigned authority of this 

. day peNonally appeal'ed Ricbal'd B1ackst.ook 
and after being duly 5wom by me dispose and says that he vaa 
present and witnessed the marriage of Wm Bari-is and Jane 
Whitsett in the month of December 1842 in the county of Forsith 
and State of Georg:1.a 

Richard W Blackstock 

Sworn and. Subscribed to before me this 20th day of March 1891 
A. L. Dickey J Peace 
Noteey Public in the and for 
Fannin County Texas 

Jane (Whitsett) Harris' Civil War Record: 

Headquarters Distl'ict Of' The Etovab. · 
Chattanooga, August 1st, 1864. 

Jane Har:ris, Loyal Citizen 
of Tunnell Hill residing-on the W & A RR 1.$ exemped .from the 
operation of·Paragraph I, General Order :No. 2, from these 
Headquarters, of June 28, 18641 She having obliged herself' to · 
act at all times when pract1oaole, as informant to the .Federal 
authorities of all matters coming witht.n her knowledge pertain­
ing to the safety of its armies, 11.nes of communications, guards, 
employees and property. A Failure to act as required by the 
conditions of this pe:rm1.t will be taken as ftlll evidence that 
the party obtaining it is a spy, "lurking within the lines of 
the Federal army," and will be treated aocordingly .. 

By CnD'JD)8,T)d of Major General Steedman · · · 
. · . 8 Bwor A.A.G. 

(this is proof that Jane Whitsett Barris was -a Oonfedel'&te. 
Spy, as he worked actively and without fear for the 
Confederao7) . 

Pension Record of Jane 'Whitsett Harris: 
State of' Georgia 
Attozaney-General's Office Atlanta, June 281 1898. 

Mrs. Jane Harris, c/o Ordl.nary, Ialton, Ga. 
Dear Madam: 

Enclosed herewith I hand you check for $60 to cover 
your pension tor 1898. 

Please acknowledge receipt, and oblige. 
Yolll's very- trul.y, 

Enc. J. Mo Terrell Attorney-General 



Whitsett - Page 24. 

From a Ch:lld of the Civil War-
(as·.:.told b,- Harriet Bal'l9is Deck, granddaughter of Moses 
Whitsett and daughter of Minerva Jane Whitsett Harris) 

"I can remember the n,r. I was seven or eight Je&rB old, 
Angie was about four (her sister., Angie Harris Callaway) • 
'l'bere wel'8 no men folks left at nome, Pa and Bud were away 
fighting in the war. All the negroes were helping fight or 
bad 1'Wl away, except one old negro ·left to help Ma and an 
old negro JD&Dlll7, who tried to keep to keep some thing cooked 
to feed us childNn. 

"One day the Yankees come to our house·.-looking -for victuals. 
There was a basket of sweet potatoes 1n the k1 tchen. One of 
the Yankee soldiers picked up the basket and started out with 
it. Jennie (her sister, Virginia Barris Quinn) grabbed his 
coattail and followed him, Plllling on him and saying, "Man., 
man, theJJI 's our ta·ters ! • Be d:J_dn I t pay her any mind. We had 
a barrel of molasses under a stairvay. When the soldiers 
searohed-the house, to see if we bad any thing hid, Grandma 
Bay put her chair in .front of the little door that opened _ 
.under the stairs and sat down. She sat there until they left 
and ~hey didn't find the molasses. They started to take Ma's 
old horse, the onl7 one left on the place. She ·took a butcher 
knife and went -out and stood by the horse and dared them to 
take i-t. Tb.e7 got on their horses and went away. " 

Grandma Bay's Gravestone: 

Stone Church Graveyard, near Ringgold, Ga. 
Inscription: Nancy T. Ray Born Orange Co • ., N.C. Feb. 18., 1800 
Died May 26, 1882. 

Death Notice- Minel'Va Jane Whitsett Harris: 

IBlton, Ga. May 16, 1904-
Dea th of" Mrs. M. J. Barris 

Mrs. M. J. Barris, mother of Mrs. Luke Callaway, d1ed at the 
suburban home of Mr. and Mrs. Luke Callaway., Monday night and 
was ~i'ea at Dog Wood Church., Tuesday Rev. w. F. Quillen 
o.f.f~ciating. Mrs. Harris was born in North Carolina on December 
23d, 182·r,· and ·was a consistent member of the Methodist Chlll'ch 
for 45 Jeal'S. She was married to Mr. William Harris, Dec. 18th 
1842, and· leaves seven children and many grandchildren to mourn 
bar loss. Ber childl'8n are Mrs. M. C. Hal'l9is, Baile, Texas; 
J. W. Barris., Dodd, Mrs. M. E. Love, Dodd, Texas; Mrs. Jennie 
Quinn, Ft. Worth, Tex.; Mrs. Battie Deck, Walker County, Ga.; 
Mrs. Angie Callaway, Ialton, and W.W. Barris, Scruggs, Tenn. 
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Death-Botioe- Minerva Jane Whitsett Barris (Cont'd) 

Ber Gravestone Inao~pttan- Dog Wood Graveyard: 

M. J. Whitaitte- Wife ot Wm Barris 
Born·Dec. 28 1827 Died Ma.716, 1904 

'Baving finished-lites duties she sweetl7 rests• 

Clipping from the Record (Catoosa County, Ga.) 1911 

CAP'!AIB WHITSITT CLADlED BY DEA.TH 

Oldest Settler in the Count,- Came Here 1n 1854, Fifty Seven 
Years Ago. 

Tlie death of Capt. Whitsitt took place at his home bere 
Monda7 night at 12:00 o'clock, after a short illness of La­
Grippe. llis death brings to our little town universal sol'l'OW. 

Capt. Whitsitt was born 1n Rockingham County 11.C. Oct. 7, 
18:,1. Be moved to Catoosa County in 1858 and- lived bere ever 
since, except tour J'e&l'S spent 1n the civil war. Be enlisted 
at the outbreak: ot the was as a private in Company B, lat 
Geol'gia battallion, soon rising to the l'&nk of Captain 1n the 
lat Cfeol'gi& regiment. Be also served this county as sheriff" 
and treasurer. 

He was a member of the Methodist Church at this place and 
until Ms health failed a fev years ago, his place was never 
vaoant. lie was a great lover of children and made friends 
ot all tlie little folks in town. . 

Ii:i" tn.e-·death·-·of Capt~ Whitsitt OUl' town and county bas 
sustained a great loss and Camp Joe McConnell one of its tru.est 
and most loJB,l members. 

3urv1v1ng Capt. Whitsitt are bis wife, one son, C.H. 
Whitsitt, of Chattanooga, a granddaughter Mrs. W. H. Whorley 
of ll'ashvllle, a brother, Joe Whitsitt of Belton 'l'ex., a half 
brotlier, C. H. Ray of Youngport, Tex. 

A touclling·scene at bis funel'&l was the presence of eleven 
of his.old comrads·acting as honoral'J' pallbearel'S: J. A. Smith, 
_R.- B. Trimmier_,. J. T. Robinson.I. J. H. Anderson, w. H. Neal, 
J. C. Hix., J. w. Smith, W. W. mtey, wke DeJl!l)sey., W. C •. 
McDonald" and I. L. Magill. -

Tlie tbneral was conducted at the late residence y-esterda7 
morning at nine o'clock by Rev. M. L. Harris, the interment 
following in the Anderson cemetel'J'. 

The Recol'd-offers sincerest SJJIIP&tb:y" to the sorl'OWing family. 

•(this was William J. Whitsitt, son of Moses Whitsitt and 
brother of Minerva Jane Whitsitt Harris) 




