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FAMILY RECORD. 

JOHN HAMLEN, son of Isaac and Sarah, was born at Bridgewater, Mass., 
Oct. 22d, 1762. 

SALLY TOWN, daughter of Reuben and Sarah Town, was born in Sutton, 
Mass., 1773. 

The parties above named were married in Windsor, Mass., in 1790, and 
settled in Plainfield, Mass., the same year. 

BIRTHS OF CHILDREN. 

JOHN HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, was born July 29th, 1791. 

ORREN HAMLE,N, son of John and Sally, was born Dec. 2d, 1792. 

REUBEN HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, was born May 19th, 1795. 

CLARISSA HAMLEN, daughter of John and Sally, was born July 5th, 1797. 

NABBY HAMLEN, daughter of John and Sally, was born Feb. 10th, 1800. 

LYMAN HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, was born Jan. 14th, 1803. 

FREEMAN HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, was born May 8th, 1805. 

POLLY HAMLEN, daughter of John and Sally, was born Sept. 15th, 1807. 

HORACE HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, was born Aug. 23d, 1810. 

JOHN HAMLEN, JR., son- of John and Sally, was born Dec. 3d, 1814. 
(First John, Jr., deceased.) 
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MARRIAGES. 

'.John Hamlen's (Senior) Second Marriage. 

Married in Worthington, Nov. 10th, 1819, by Rev. J. L. Pomeroy, JOHN 
HAMLEN, Esq., of Plainfield, to Mrs. DOROTHY GOVE, of Worthington. 

Marriages of '7ohn and Sally Hamlen's Children. 

Married in Plainfield, Feb. 15th, 1816, by Rev. Moses Hallock, Mr. 
REUBEN HAMLEN to Miss RHODA RICHARDS, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Plainfield, Jan. 28th, 1817, by Rev. Moses Hallock, Mr. OTIS 
PRATT to Miss CLARISSA HAMLEN, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Plainfield, Sept. 3d, 1818, by Rev. Moses Hallock, Mr. JOHN 
FORD, of Cummington, to Miss NABBY HAMLEN, of Plainfield. 

Married in West Bloomfield, N. Y., 1826, by Rev. Mr. Millard, 
Mr. LYMAN HAMLEN to Miss Lucy FLINT, both of West Bloomfield. 

Married in Plainfield, April 17th, 1828, by Rev. Moses Hallock, Mr. 
REUBEN ,HAMLEN to Miss FANNY WARNER, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Plainfield, June 4th, 1829, by Rev. Moses Hallock, Mr. 
FREEMAN HAMLEN to Miss CLARISSA WHITING, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Plainfield, May 12th, 1830, by Rev. Roswell Hawks, of 
Cummington, Mr. MASON AMES to Miss POLLY HAMLEN, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Granville, Ohio, May 1st, 1834, by Rev, Jacob Little, Mr. 
HORACE HAMLEN to Miss CLARISSA BANCROFT, both of Granville. 

Married in Plainfield, Nov. 3d, 1839, by Rev, Roswell Hawks, of 
Cummington, Mr. REUBEN HAMLEN to Miss ELIZABETH JONES, both of 
Plainfield. 

Married in Hawley, Nov. 30th, 1848, by Rev. J. H. Gaylord, of Plain
field,. Mr. FREEMAN HAMLEN, of Plainfield, to Miss MARTHA TAYLOR, of 
Hawley. 

Married in Cummington, Jan. 1st, 1854, by Rev. J. B. Baldwin, Mr. 
REUBEN HAMLEN to Mrs. EUNICE TIRRELL, both of Plainfield. 
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DEATHS. 

JOHN HAMLEN, JR., son of John and Sally Hamlen, died Feb. 20th, 1792, 
aged 7 months, lacking 9 days. 

ORREN HAMLEN; son of John and Sally, died Sept. 14th, 1813, aged 20 

years, 9 months and r2 days. 

MRs. SALLY HAMLEN, wife of John Hamlen, Esq., died Oct. nth, 1818, 
aged 45 years. 

MRs. RHODA HAMLEN, wife of Reuben Hamlen, and daughter-in-law 
of John and Sally, died Dec. 29th, 1826, aged 30 years, 10 months and 
29 days. 

MRs. CLARISSA PRATT, wife of Otis Pratt, and daughter of John and 
Sally Hamlen, died Dec. 13th, 1831, aged 34 years, 5 months and 8 days. 

MRs. NABBY FORD, wife of John Ford, and daughter of John and Sally 
Hamlen, died Sept. 29th, 1833, aged 33 years, 7 months and 19 days. 

MRs. FANNY W. HAMLEN, wife of Reuben Hamlen, and daughter-in
law of John and Sally, died July 22d, 1839, aged 33 years, IO months and 
26 days. 

JOHN HAMLEN, JR., son of John and Sally, died in Granville, Ohio, Oct. 
22d, 1844, aged 29 years, IO months and r.9 days_. 

MRs. POLLY AMES, wife of Mason Ames, and daughter of John and 
Sally Hamlen, died in Chester, Ohio, March 18th, 1847, aged 39 years, 6 
months and 3 days. 

MRs. DOROTHY HAMLEN, second wife of John Hamlen, Esq., died 
Sept. 2 ISt. I 847, aged 69 years. 

MRs. CLARISSA HAMLEN, wife of Freeman Hamlen, and daughter-in· 
law of John and Sally, died Oct. 13th, 1847, aged 37 years, 8 months and 
22 days. 

MRs. ELIZABETH HAMLEN, third wife of Reuben Hamlen, and daugh
ter-in-law of John and Sally, died Dec. uth, 1851, aged 45 years, II 

months and r6 clays. 

JOHN HAMLEN, Esq., died April 15th, 1852, aged 89 years and 6 months. 
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Second Marriages of :John and Sally Hamlen's Sons-i1't-Law. 

Married in Plainfield, Dec. 30th, 1832, by Rev. David Kimball, Mr. Ons 
PRATT to Miss SALLY BATES, both of Plainfield. 

Married in Cummington, May 18th, 1834, Mr. JOHN FORD to Miss RUTH 
TORREY, both of Cummington. 

Married in Chester, Ohio, Dec. 22d, 1847, Mr. MASON AMES to Mrs. 
MERCY H. RUST, both of Chester. 

BIRTHS. 

ERASTUS B. PRATT, son of Otis and Sally, was born Oct. 24th, 1842. 

EMILY F. AMES, daughter of Mason and Mercy H., was born Oct. 21st, 

1843. 

STATIRA \V, AMES, daughter of Mason and Mercy H., was born Sept. 

14, 1850; 

Births of :John and Sally Hamlen's Grand-Children. 

MARILA R. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda,. was born June 
4th, 1817. 

SALLY H. PRATT, daughter of Otis and Clarissa, was born Nov. 10th, 
1818. 

FLORA A. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, was born March 
29th, 1819. 

CELIA FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born Oct. 28th, 1819. 

LUCY G. PRATT, daughter of Otis and Clarissa, was born Dec. 28th, 1820. 

MARTHA A. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, was born March 
28th, 1821. 

ANGELINE FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born Nov. 9th, 1821. 
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SHEPARD L. HAMLEN, son of Reuben and Rhoda, was born Feb. 14th, 
1823. 

MARY L. PRATT, daughter of Otis and Clarissa, was born May 9th, 1823. 

OCTAVIA FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born Sept. 28th, 1823. 

LAURA B. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, was born April, 
1825. 

LA VANTIA FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born Aug. 13th, 1825. 

MARIA G. PRATT, daughter of Otis and Clarissa, was born May 19th, 1826. 

SARAH E. HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, was born May 20th, 
' 1827. 

LAURA !'RA TT, daughter of Otis and Clarissa, was born Sept. 24th, 1827. 

ORREN H. FORD, son of John an9- Nabby, was born Dec. 19th, 1827. 
(Died same day.) 

POLLY R. FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born Dec. uth, 1828. 

LAURA B. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Fanny, was born April 
27th, 1829. (First Laura B. deceased.) 

BERNICE PRATT, son of Otis and Clarissa, was born July 13th, 1829. 

MARY M. HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, was born April 3d, 
1830. 

ED\VARD M. AMES, rsT, son of Mason and Polly, was born May 20th, 
1831. 

ROSAMOND \V. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Fanny, was born 
June 1st, 1831. 

MARTHA H. FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, was born July 3d, 183r. 

EDWARD M. AMES, 2D, son of Mason and Polly, was born Jan. 8th, 1833. 

AMELIA HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, was born March 29th, 
1833. 

JOHN H. AMES, son of l\Iason and Polly, was born Jan. 2d, 1834. 

ALFRED W. HAMLEN, son of Reuben and Fanny, was born June 17th, 
1834. 

SAMUEL B. HAMLEN, son of Horace and Clarissa, was born Feb. 20th, 
1835. 
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HORACE HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, was born June 8th, 1835. 

EDWARD M. AMES, JD, son of Mason and Polly, was born Aug. 1st, 
1835. 

DAVID B. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, was born Feb. 25th, 1837. 

HORATIO B. HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, was born Aug. 1st, 
1837. 

SARAH E. AMES, daughter of Mason and Polly, was born March 5th, 1838. 

ALBERT W. HAMLEN, son of Reuben and Fanny, was born March 13th, 
1839. 

WILLIAM V. HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, was born Aug. 29th, 
1840. 

MARY L. AMES, daughter of Mason and Polly, was born Dec. 16th, 1840. 

EDWARD F. HAMLEN, son of Freeman and Clarissa, was born June 6th, 
1842. 

MARTHA A. HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, was born Feb. 2d, 
1843. 

FREEMAN H. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, was born March 16th, 1844. 

LUCIUS F. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, was born July 16th, 1845. 

ALICE FLORA HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, was born June 
25th, 1846. 

EDWIN C. HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, was born Jan, nth, 1849. 

FREDERICK B. HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, was born July 31st, 
1853. 

Marriages of Grand-Children. 

Married in Cummington, Dec. 6rh, 1837, by Rev. Mr. Wagoner, Mr. 
JOHN B. WAIT, of Whately, to Tuf_iss CELIA FORD, of Cummington. 

Married in New Lebanon, N. Y., July 4th, 1843, Mr. ARIAL S. AYERS, 
of Windsor, to Miss ANGELINE FoRD, of Cummington. 

Married in Cummington, Sept. 13th, 1844, by Rev. Mr. Mason, Mr. 
FAYETTE SHAW to Miss LAVANTIA FORD, both of Cummington. 
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Married in Plainfield, Oct. 28th, 1847, by Rev. H.J. Gaylord, Mr. NOAH 
L. GLOYD, of Cummington, to Miss Lucy G. PRATT, of Plainfield. 

Married in Plainfield, April 4th, 1848, by Rev. H. J. Gaylord, Mr. WM. 
J. SHATTUCK, of Boston, to Miss LAURA PRATT, of Plainfield. 

Married in Abington, May 9th, 1848, by Rev. Horace D. Walker, Mr. 
LEAVITT TORREY, of Weymouth, to Miss MARY L. PRATT, of Abington, 
formerly of Plainfield. 

Married in West Bloomfield, N. Y., Sept. 7th, 1848, Mr. JoHN C. 
JOHNS to Miss SARAH E. HAMLEN, both of West Bloomfield. 

Married in Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 19th, 1850, by Rev. Willis Lord, Dr. 
SHEPARD L. HAMLEN to Miss ELIZABETH B. VALENTINE, both of Cincinnati. 

Married in Williamsburgh, Mass., Nov. 27th, 1851, by Rev. Mr. Sweet,' 
Mr. CALVIN L. BARTLETT to Miss MARTHA H. FORD, both of Cummington. 

Married in Cummington, June 27th, 1852, by Rev. Mr. Woodbury, Mr. 
ORREN TIRRELL, Jr., of Plainfield, to Miss OCTAVIA FORD, of Cnmmington. 

Married in Abington, Oct. 3d, 1853, by Rev. H. D. Walker, Mr. 
BERNICE PRATT to Miss LYDIA A. PooL, both of Abington. 

Married in Plainfield, Dec. 22d, 1853, by Rev. D. B. Bradford, Mr. 
JAMES c. BELLMAN, of Cincinnati, Ohio, to Miss LAURA B. HAMLEN, of 
Plainfield. 

Married in West Bloomfield, N. Y., March 29th, 1854, Mr. WILLIAM D. 
QUICK to Miss AMELIA HAMLEN, of West Bloomfield. 

Married in West Bloomfield, N. Y., Nov. 13th, 1854, Mr. RussELL 
BRADLEY to Miss MARY M. HAMLEN, of West Bloomfield. 

Married in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 19th, 1855, by Rev. H. A. Tracey, 
Mr. WM. C. BISSELL; of Twinsburgh, Ohio, to Miss MARTHA A. HAMLEN, 
daughter of Reuben Hamlen, of Plainfield, Mass. 

Married in Easthampton, Mass., Sept. 16th, 1856, by Rev. A. M. Cotton, 
Mr. SAMUEL B. HAMLEN, of Granville, Ohio, to Miss LYDIA CLARK, of 
Easthampton. 

Married in Chester, Ohio, May 16th, 1858, by Rev. J. L. Janes, Mr. 
AARON VAN HoESEN to Miss SARAH E. AMES, both of Chester. 
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Deaths of Grand- Children. 

LAURA B. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, died Oct. 14th, 
1826, aged I year and 6 months. 

ORREN H. FORD, son of John and Nabby, died Dec. 19th, 1827, (Same 
day of birth.) 

POLLY R. FORD, daughter of John and Nabby, died July 19th, 1829, aged 
8 months and 8 days. 

EDWARD M. AMES, rsT, son of Mason and Polly, died Sept. 20th, 1832, 
aged I year and 4 months. 

EDWARD M. AMES, 2n, son of Mason and Polly, died Jan. 20th, 1833, 
aged I 2 days. 

MARILA R. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, died Oct. 7th, 
1837, aged 20 years, 4 months and 3 days. 

HORACE HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, died Feb. 8th, 1839, aged 3 
years and 8 months. 

FLORA A. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Rhoda, died June 12th, 
1840, aged 21 years, 2 months and 14 days. 

ROSAMOND W. HAMLEN, daughter of Reuben and Fanny, died Aug. 
29th, 1844, aged 13 years, 2 months and 29 days. 

LUCIUS F. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, died Aug. 28th, 1845, aged r 
month and 12 days. 

MRS. MARY L. (PRATT) TORREY, wife of Leavitt Torrey, and daugh
ter of Otis Pratt, died June 10th, 1851, aged 28 years, I month and I day. 

ALICE FLORA HAMLEN, daughter of Lyman and Lucy, died Jan. 25th, 
1854, aged 7 years and 7 months. 

MR. LEAVITT TORREY, son-in-law of Otis Pratt, died in Weymouth, 
April 17th, 1854, aged 34 years, 2 months and 13 days. 

JOHN H. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, died Nov. 16th, 1854, aged 20 
years, 10 months and 14 days. 

EDWARD M. AMES, 3n, son of Mason and Polly, died Dec. 25th, 1854, 
aged 19 years, 4 months and 25 days. 
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MARY L. AMES, daughter of Mason and Polly, died April 3d, 1855, aged 
14 years, 3 months and 17 days. 

MRs. MARTHA A. BISSELL, wife of Wm. C. Bissell, and daughter of 
Reuben Hamlen, died in Rantoul, Illinois, Sept. 8th, 1857, aged 36 years, 
5 months and r I days. 

Marriages of :John and Sally Hamlen's Children. 

Married at Shelburne Falls, Sept. 23d, 1866, by Rev. A. Judson Sage, 
Mr. REUBEN HAMLEN, of Plainfield, to 'Mrs. PAMELA LITTLE, of Shelburne 
Falls. 

Married in Newark, Ohio, July 6th, 1876, by Rev. Mr. Harvey, Mr. 
HORACE HAMLEN, of Granville, Ohio, to Mrs. LIZZIE GAVNEN, of Gratiot, 
Ohio. 

Deaths of :John and Sally Hamlen's Children. 

MRs. EUNICE HAMLEN, wife of Reuben Hamlen, and daughter·in·law 
of John and Sally, died Jan. rst, 1864, aged 58 years, r month and 3 days. 

MR. REUBEN HAMLEN, son of John and Sally, died at Shelburne Falls, 
Dec. 28th, 1866, aged 71 years, 7 months and 9 days. 

MR. OTIS PRATT, son·in·law of John and Sally Hamlen, died July 30th, 
1874, aged 84 years, 4 months and r6 days. 

MR. JOHN FORD, son-in-law of John and Sally Hamlen, died Sept. roth, 
1874, aged 78 years, 3 months and 21 days. 

MRs. CLARISSA B. HAMLEN, wife of Horace Hamlen, and daughter
in-law of John and Sally, died Aug. 8th, 1875, aged 62 years and 6 months. 

MRS. LUCY HAMLEN, wife of Lyman Hamlen, and daughter-in-law of 
John and Sally, died in Pontiac, Michigan, Oct. 6th, 1876, aged 66 years. 

Marriages of :John and Sally Hamlen's Grand-Chzldren. 

Married in Commerce, Michigan, Dec. 17th, r86r, by Rev. Mr. Goodwill, 
Mr. HORATIO B. HAMLEN to Miss HARRIET BROWN, both of Clarkston, 
Michigan. 
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Mr. ALFRED vV. HAMLEN 

Married in Mayfield, Ohio, Jan. 14th, 1865, Mr. DAVID B. AMES, of 
Chester, Ohio, to Miss MARY GATES, of Mayfield. 

Married in Clarkston, Michigan, May 2d, 1865, by Rev. D. E. Hill, Mr. 
DENNIS COLLINS to Miss MARTHA A. HAMLEN, both of Clarkston. 

Married in New York city, June 9th, 1868, by Rev. Wm. H. Broett, Mr. 
EDWARD F. HAMLEN, of Northampton, Mass., to Miss HELEN ALICE 
CHURCH, of New York. 

Married in Princeton, Illinois, Oct. 27th, 1870, by Rev. C. H. Williams, 
Mr. w ALLACE A. HAMLEN to Miss RACHEL MERCER, both of Princeton. 

Married in Clarkston, Michigan, Jan. 8th, 1873, by Rev. Mr. Owen, Mr. 
WILLIAM H, HAMLEN, of Pontiac, Michigan, to Miss MINERVA BARTLETT, 
of Clarkston. 

Married in Chester, Ohio, Feb. 24th, 1876, by Rev. Mr. Anderson, Mr. 
DAVID B. AMES to Miss VICTORIA ANDERSON, both of Chester. 

Married in Pontiac, Michigan, by Rev. C. T. Allen, Mr. FREDERICK B. 
HAMLEN to Miss LIZZIE WEEKS, both of Pontiac. 

Deaths of :John and Sally Hamlen's Grand-Ch,1dren. 

FREEMAN H. AMES, son of Mason and Polly, died Oct. 12th, 1864, aged 
20 years, 6 months and 26 clays. 

EDWIN C. HAMLEN, son of Lyman and Lucy, died Nov. 14th, 1865, 
aged 16 years, 10 months and 3 clays. 

SHEPARD L. HAMLEN, son of Reuben and Rhoda, died in New York 
city, May 6th, 1866, aged 43 years, 2 months and 22 days. 

ALFRED W. HAMLEN, son of Reuben and Fanny, died in 

MRS. LAURA (PRATT) SHATTUCK, wife of Wm. J. Shattuck, and 
daughter of Otis Pratt, died in Michigan, April 16th, 1872, aged 
44 years, Ir months and 1 z clays. 

MRs. MARY (GATES) AMES, wife of David B. Ames, died March 29th, 
1873. Age not known. 



Land1narkH-r.-'an1iliar N an1ei-:; r>is~ 
a1ipeariug. 

Written !or lhc Hampshire UQ&CUe, by Rev. Solomon Olark. 

One hy one their number is stesdily declining. To the llst of lhP llt•
part.ed may be added th•! uame of Deacon Fn•eman Hamllln. His father, 
John Hamlen, origlnatt-d in Bridgewater, married al 28, anrl bec,,.me OJH' 

oi the earliest Inhabitants of Plainfield, where lie reared a family of ten 
~rtm. For 19 years he was one of the Selectmen and for IIYe years 
.,.,presented tlie town at the Gcn . .,ral Court or Legislature, He deceased 
,ta hiB !:10th year, in 1852, l>elng the last Revolutionary ~onar io 
I lainficlJ. 

ll'rcema.n Hamlen wa, hlg s<ivcnth child, born May 8, 180/'i, and would 
·L-,ve been t14 next May. (This w,is written soon aflier his death, wllich 
, :,curred Jan. lti, 1889.) Ne11,rly sll hlij days he lived In hie naLive town. 
f• June, 1829, he was.married by Re\>. Moses HaUock, to MUii' Olarl11m 
.blting, daughter of Major Whiting of Pl&ln.deld. She w1111 the mother 
if C11,pt. EJ.w,ml F. Hamlen, extensively known in Nortl,amp\on, wwre 
at, re:1ldt'CI ml\ny yeArt. He i• now &eouthc clerk at the 8tate House 
1'l Hoston. 

For hla 11eom1d wire, Dea. He.mien waa m11,11ried In Hawley, Nov. ilO, 
CMS, to Mll<II Mart.ha T11ylor; four of her brotbere eniered the mlnutry. 
llhe 1mrvlvt·& htt hm,band. 

'Like his rather, De!L He.mien was quiet, modest, retiring. Through 
hlt1 long Ute, two characteristics stood ont very marked m him, namely, 
ij1orou~h honesty.and eound judgment. Tile prenlent feeling was lilat 
11utlre oonfl.dence oould bo reposed in hls word. It ia not strange, there
fore, thin a high value was pl>lood on his services, and that from year to 
year the knrn honored him with responsible poaltiona. 

He was tn the legislature, a member of the House of Reprt-•mtativea 
two yeare. As \own clerk and tree.rnrer hie faithful ee.rvlce11 were called 
into requi11ltio1.1 annually for n1•arly a quarter of a century. Bia penruan
h'.iip, for a.courooy 1111d plll.lnneflt> w11s worl~•Y of imitaU•rn. 



(Continued from the tirat pag,· of this lt"ltlliPt.) 

lllreepeei; to his connMtion with the chur<1h, which began over fifty 
yeanago, \ho record bespeaks him 1u1 lsr,wlite indeed. Humility, week• 
n~lllloe"rity, spirituallly, were marked featu~<·s of hia Ohr1~tian char
~ lo 18" he was elec\ed to the offk-e of Deacon, the ll.Ctlve duties 
of 'l'Fhioh, in oonnootloo also with that of clerk of Lim church, he disohar
ged ipf;o \he 1;1vening of his days. 

The church manual, which he undert(l(•k and completed in 1884, then 
nee.rt;:, 80, a valuable document of the kind, lu n"'pt·ct to fuflnc81' ,rnd 
accuracy, gives evfdi,nc:e of unusu11.I puinst11kiog. [11 the prcparutlou of 
that maaual, it may be said, "He being tleud yd ~pl'nketh," . 

A word respecting hie devotlonK! spirit and habits. Like Encx,6 of old, 
"He walked wlt.h Go_d." Rev. Mr. Seymour of H,Lw!t·y remarked ut the 
funeral, thal as was said of aoothC1, "in all prob11blllty Dea. Hamlen had 
prayed over ever;:, rod of his f11.riu." 

It ia proper M> say lo conoluaiQn th•t the Hamlens were among the 
mwdcal families of the town. Some of thrun hllve obtiuned celebrity In 
local!Uea at the WelK. 'rhe Plainfield choir, led ,o years ago by Captain 
&uben H~mlen, UIIUl_,d on a musical Instrument by Deaoon Freeman, 
also repreeented b:, the Gurneys, 8haw11, Whites, Whitings, Bobln110ns, 
Hack.a, JoyR, Roods and others, was on,· of the celebrated choirs in the 
wenero part of Hampshire C•>11nty. For a time they were under the 
training of Dr. Lncu anJ Col. Barr, both remembered in Northampt;on. 

Edward F. Hamlen, I\ native of Plalntleld, and 100 of lt'rceman, whose 
record appear,- on paj!;e I:! of thiR book, is a V!'Wl'tln of the Oivil war, and 
hu beoo for over 20 yt>ars, (1898), the co11tldentlal clerk of encb of the 
Staie Governor& of thllt period. · It may lie considered II j!;Ood t'ndor11e
ment tll his ability that he has relillned that po1ition und,·r Governon of 
different politimt.l vi,.iw11. A few feet from his desk IR !hi, Howie of Rt>p• 
J'tlllentatives, whither camt• both his father and j!;rKtlflfath,·r, 1\8 rt>present.
ativt,11 from Plainfteld. His grandfl\ther came down h,,rRebo.clr., anti turn
ed his honw out to paetnn·, where now East B..,,.t,011 i11 :ill hullt up. In 

· those 1lay11 the lt•gtslat11rP hold two aeuions a y1·1ir. 



AN OBITUARY 

of jilaintitld, 
\Yho died April 15, 185·~. in till' !Hlth year of his agt,. 

Mr. Hamlen was boro in Brl<lgewaier, Mn;lol,, Ovt.·22, 176'.l. lu tlw 
year 1776, al tbe age of lhirteen, lie remov,.•d with his parents t.o Cum
miugton, three yenn before it took the municipal rimk of a town. It wM 

&moog the most dlo1tlucl 1>f hia recollections tlmt wliile M, Northampl,in, 
on hie way to Ou.mmlngton, Ute news of our cuuuury's ,foc\,aration of In 
dependence reached thl\l town, surprlaing, yet ri•juicing the inhahitanl'i!. 
At the age of 1_6, he ootered the llel'Vkle of hls country, for the mnlnten• 
!\Dee of this dool.&ralinn, In which service he continued JI.bout 6 months. 
For thla, he was sub,wquently moderately pensioned by the governml>nt, 
and wa~, at the time of hi,. dooth, the Jaa& of the Revolutionary pension-
ers in Plalnftcld. At the a.ge of 28, ho me.rrled 1rnd removed to Plttin 
.t.ieJd, then a district, bo.lungtn~ to Cummington, thus becomiug one of 
ite earli,•st inbl\bltantti, though it was m•t lnc.,-orvorated 1.1.lO a town unh! 

about sever1tet•u years Inter. 
As a citizen, Mr. Hanileu WIIM respectc<l allil honored, luwinl( reoetveu 

m,my otlicra of trust, by Lite 1mffruges of hi11 frllow ciLJZeilll, For ni1w
teeu yi,ars, he wa11 01w ol tile Sdedmcn ot· 111<· ,own, .l\nd wa, five years, 
includlnii: 10 st·ssion,,. u nwmhn ,,f ttw (lt•nt•rnl Conrt, u~ a Heprceent11. 
Live of his town. lie \Vtt~ also e>1rly appolutnl a ,fntiLi,,o of the Pt.•11Ct,, 
hut ;;tcadfl\l!tly tlt-cliuing the lf'gal ,ru1llfi<"atw11•, lrn npve·, ,-x-,1cised th, 
f t1ucLiu11H of tlmt oilice. 



ln hid <lonwsti.c relatluo,, ht• was happy, Uiougli not wil hout atllidlon~. 
UP was first nrnrrinl at th,· ag,· of 28, to Mi~s Sally Towne, by whom bt
ltad teu ehildren,' and with whow he lived :l8 year11. Remaining unmar
rw<l one year ,,ttn her J .. c,•a.se, he was again married to Mre. Oorothy 
Uove of WorU1ington, with wbom be also lived 28 yearn, she having «lied 
in 1847. Himself for many years II man of foeblu health, he yet d1Hviv

,,J both •Jf hie oompanious, attaining a gr«•at a/!c, 

In hie geunnl character, Mr. H, wab quiN, mod .. ~t. awl rctiring. 
'fhere was littlP ol the <•motive, or t.be impnlRive in hlH naturt>; h,• waR 

1ltlt t·asily excited, hnt W!IH cool ,md prnctic.al In bis view,;. If not St1 ar
d,·nt In Ins attachments 116 many otlwrs, he was not lt>EB constant in his 
fritmd~hlps. From the fir~t, 1,,. manifeHt.•d a commeud1tbk· int.c.rest l11 
the twolu.l uud morn! charnd,..T of the town, and was ooc of the omumit
tel' for ,_.r«'ctinl! the first Meetin~ Hou8e in the town <.an event of no small 
aocount In tho11P timeij), and w11s ever 11 firm supporter of tile Oongroga
tlonal Society of tlw town. It wns uot, however, till a 16te period of lit,· 
that he became personally int(:redh:d in n•Jigion llo8 a saving reality, tho' 
for· HOml, y«>ars pn·vions, he entertained hope. It wa~ uot till lw !tad 
r«!aoh,·d 75 Y<'>lrs of age, that he jo.iued himstlf In covenant with the 
Church 0£ Christ. From that time, how,•ver, he well adorned his profes
oion, le,1ving no .J,,uht of hi~ hParty 11tLachmeuts to, and hiH love for, the 
doetrint:s of ;;-race, a, hl'!d by LIH' Calvinistic churche~ in New Englaud. 
'l'hns helkviug, ill· ,p1il'lly and pe,1oefrllly sank away Into the arms of 
de1;1tb.. 




