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INTRODUCTORY 

I have received innumerable requests, covering a period of 
many years, for information on the genealogy of the Howell 
family, these inquiries coming from members of the family 
throughout the country. 

Some years ago I undertook to trace the main stem of the 
Howell line back to the original ancestor locating in this coun
try. I communicated wi1b members of the family tl1rougbout the 
South and from them gathrred much interesting information, 
some or which is prescn1cd in the letters accompanying this gen
ealogical record. 

I could obtain nothing authcn1ic establishing the line direct 
unlil I took up the matter with the American Historical Society 
of New York Cily. Speci.11 investigators were assigned by it lo 
study the records in North Carolina and in Virgini<1, and the 
1esult of that research is told berewith. 

This line consisls only of the main stem of my own ancestry, 
covering each generation from John Howell of Virginia, to my 
father. 

From this record it will be comparatively easy for the de
scendants of John I-lowcll through the v.irious branches of the 
m,1in stem to bring this record up to date as affecting each 
br,1 ncl1 of I he I inc. 

John Howell, the American progenitor of this line. w.is born 
in either England or \Vales before l 600. The exact date of his 
coming, from where he sailed, or where he landed, bas not been 
verified. but 1G37 is given as the unverified date of his arrival 
in Virginia, this being followed by the official record of his land 
grant dated January I 0, 1619. 

Possibly some member of the Howell family inlo whose bands 
thi.s record may f.111. rnay lw able to inform me of the family 
bi story back of .John l lo well. 

I will be glad to hear from anyone on this point, as I will be 
to rec~ivc any information th.it will ,1dd to the completeness of 
this record. 

This v,ork h,1s been a pleasure to me and I am sure it will 
prove of interest to members of the Howell family who read it, 
-~Jnd to them I dedicate it. 

Atlanta, Ga. 
September 21, 1930. 

CLARK HOWELL, 
Editor The Atlanta Constitution. 
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HOWELL 

JOHN HOWELL, American progenitor of this line, was first 
recorded as follows: 

"To all whom these presents shall come, I. Sir John Harvey, 
Knight Governor Esg. now know yee, that I. with the consent 
of the Council of State do give and grant unto Jobn Howell 
One hundred and fifty acres of land by and for the transporta
tion of three persons into the colony of Virginia, whose names 
arc affixed. Dated January 10, 1639." 

The grant was signed by John Fletcher, Thomas Gibson 
and Jane Price. A further grant, made to Lieutenant John 
Howell, evidently the same man to whom the above grant was 
made, reads as follows: "To all and whereas, now know yec, 
that I. Sir William Berkeley, Knight Governor Esq. give and 
grmt unto Lieut. John Howell 212 acres of land lying on the 
south side of the Appomattox River in the Parish of Bristol. 
to have and to hold. Dated March 25, 1663." The two grants 
were of land lying in Henrico County. 

There is also a land grant made to Hopkin Howell. recorded, 
which reads as follows: "To all whom it may concern. know 
yee, that I. Sir Culpeper, Knight Governor, grant unto Hopkin 
Howell. l 10 acres of land on the branches of the Chuckatuck 
in the lslc of Wight Co .. Va .. for the tr.111sportation of three 
persons, as follows: Thomas Hayward, Elizabeth Conw.1y, M.uy, 
a negress. Dated May 29, 1683." \Vhethcr the above-men
tioned Hopkin Howell was a brother of the emigrant, John 
Howell. or the latter's son. is difficult to decide. The facts tbat 
the two men were contemporary and close neighbors, and that 
John Howell had a grandson with the rather unusual name of 
Hopkin, make it seem evident that they were related. The fol
lowing record, however, suggests that the first Hopkin Howell 
was a brother of John Howell. "Hopkin Howell and Mary 
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Howell. his wife, regranted the patent given to Hopkin Howell. 
deceased. Dated r~le of Wight C, .. Va .. April 2'l, I litl8." 

Children: 
I. John Jr .. ,,f wlwm [1111!,cr. 
!.. \Vdliam, pwbably a w11. h.,d land 11c1trnt in !,k pf \Vight 

Co .. Va., gr,111tcd 111 1 (,87. 
("Virginia L111d Onice," ,1n ,1bstr.1a, Bonk I, pp. 
661 2; Book V, p. 132; Dook VIL pp. 298, 265, 
607.) 

II 

JOHN HOWELL JR., son of John Howell. died. evidently 
intestate, as no will has been recorded for bim. He had Lind 
?,ranted to him in 169·1 as the following record shows: "To all 
know yce, I, Sir Edmund Andros, Lt. Gov., gunt unto John 
Howell. son of Juhn Howell, deceased, l 00 acres of land in 
Isle o'f Wight Co .. Va. Tbis patent was a part of a grant to 
l'etcr Johnson in 1642, and escbcated to Hopkin Howell ancl 
Jolm Howell who made .1 division thereof during their lifetime, 
the said mentioned land L1lling to John Howell, to whom this 
patrnt is rcgranted. Dated April 20, I 694." This grant is a 
further indication tb,1t John Howell, Sr .. and Hopkin Howell 
were brothers. 

By 17 2 2. according to the historians, Turner and Bridger. 
Bertie Precinct .. which for ,1 long time was politically connected 
with Edgecombe County, North Carolina, was formed, and th2 
region settled by the ]1ighest type of Virginia manhood. The 
mouth of Town C1wk marked the beginning of the settlement 
in J 720, but two years later the present vicinity o( T,uboro was 
settled by a small party of Virginians. The land upon which 
Tarboro was built w,1s formerly the property of Joseph Howell. 
Jr .. of North Carolina, of this line. The dates of the grants of 
land in North Carolin,,, and especi,1l!y Ldgccombc County, do 
not represent the time of the ,nril',1! of the families, who. in 
many cases had been resident there for ii ftern or twenty years 
previous. Settlers in North Carolina recorded their "Rights," 
which meant a grant of fifty acres for e:,ch person brought into 
the colc1ny, but the recurding. like the granting, took place long 
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after the actual settlement. John Howell, Jr .. of Virginia. was 
designated as John Howell, Sr .. in North Carolina. Of his 
rights we have the following record: "At a council in Edenton, 
(Colonial capitol) March 15, 1741, John Howell of Bertie 
County, was ,1dmittcd to pro\'e !,is rights in order to Like 11p 
l.1nd. The number of his rights were seven whites and eight 
bl.1cb." llis petition ;ind the originals of the grants arc in the 
L,rnd Office at Ralci;:h, a11<.l describe minutely the metes .rnd 
bounds. Among the North Carolina State Papers is found the 
following interesting item: "Deposition of John Campbell. 
Merchant of Bertie County. This deponent saith he saw John 
Howell, Sr., have a blank warrant and a patent of land to lir 
filled without any date to either." Governor Gale Johnson issmd 
a large number of such warrants. 

John Howell married. possibly, Elizabeth, who snrvivcd him. 
and whose estate was administered by her son, Thom.is Howell. 

Children, ( order of birth not known). 
I. John, Jr., with his brothers. Joseph and Thomas. was 

appointed a juror for Edgecombe County, I'cbrnary 2 5. 
l 739-40; petitioned for land in Bertie County in 1742. 

2. .Joseph, of whom further. 
3. Robert, petitioned for two hundred acres of land in [Jge

combe County, November 27, 1744, and again for one 
hundred acres on April 6, 1745. in Bertie County, which 
is on the way from Isle of \Vight County to Edgecombe 
County. 

4. Hopkin, petitioned for !Jnd in Craven County in 1749. 
5. Thomas, appointed with his brotlwrs. juror for f:dge

comhc County, February 25, 17l0-40; petitioned for 
land in Northampton County in 1743, and for two hun
dred acres of land November 27, 1741. 

6. William, petitioned for land in [dgccombc County in 
1739. 

("Virginia land Oflice," Book Vlll. pp. 379-80. 
Turner and Bridger, "Edgecombe County History," p. 
l 7. "North Carolina State Papers," Vol. IV, pp. 
625, 1119, 619. 'l42. 703. "North Carolina Rec
ords," Vol. IV, pp. 522., 866, 710, 761.) 
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III 

JOSEPH HOWELL, son of John Howell, died in Edge
combe County, North Carolina, between January 10, 1749, 
when he made his will, and May, 1750, when it was proved 
in May Court. He, with his brothers, John, Jr., and Thomas 
Howell, was appointed a juror for Edgecombe County, r-:ebru
ary 25, 1739-40. He served as Justice of the Peace for Edge• 
combe in 1746 and in 1749. He petitioned for land in Edge
combe County in 1739 and ag,1in on March 21, 1743. On 
November 27, 1744, he petitioned for a WMrant of three hun
dred acres of land in Edgecombe County, and on Auril 6, 1745, 
for two hundred acres of land in Bertie County, North Caro
lina. Joseph Howell was named as representative for Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina in 1746-7, and was promoted to as
scniblyman in North Carolina, for the year 1747-8. "Mr. Jos. 
Howell" was named among the speakers of the assembly held 
at New Bern, North Carolina, June I 2. I 7 4 7. He was also 
mentioned in connection with the "act for better ascertaining 
the number of members to be chosen for the several counties. 
etc." His will reads as follows: 

"[n the name of God, Amen. I, Joseph Howell of Edge
combe County, being sick and weak of body, but of good 
sense and memory, this tenth day of January, 1749, do make 
this my last will and testament in the manner following: 
l'irst, I bequeath my soul to God that gave it, and my body 
to the earth from whence it came, and as for my worldly goods 
I dispose of in the manner following. that is to say: 

"[mprimis: I give and bequec1th to my loving wife. Mar
garet. my ncgro woman called Mool,rnd, and her increase for
ever, the labor of my negro girl, Jude, during her widow
hood, the use of tbe old or home plantation during her life, 
with all appurtenances thereunto belonging, and also the still. 

"Item: I give and bequeath to my son, Joseph, my negro 
man, Jack, and my negro girl, Judge, after his mother's death. 
and her increase forever, the plantation I now live on with 
two hundred acres of land and all appurtenances thereunto 
belonging to the old plantation, with three hundred acres of 

l 6 J 



land and appurtenances thereunto belonging after his mother·s 
death, and desire he may be of age at eighteen and receive his 
estate. 

"I give and bequeath to my son, Thomas, my ncgro man, 
Dick, my negro boy, James, the planlalion thal goes hy the 
name of 'Raton's' with four hundred acres and all appurte
nances thereunto belonging, and a Lract of land lying and join
ing on Herricks Creek, containing three hundred acres, with a 
grist mill standing thereon and all the appurtenances there
unto belonging, and desire he may be of age at eighteen and 
receive his estate. 

"Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter, Mary, my 
negro girl, Hannah, and her increase forever. 

"Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter, Murphrey, 
my negro girl, Mann, and her increase forever. 

"Item: I give and bequeath to my daughter, Martha, my 
negro girl, Moo]. and her increase forever. And after all my 
debts are paid and legacies herein, the remainder of my estate 
of what nature or kind soever, to be equally divided at the 
discretion of my executors, between my wife and five child
ren, and I hereby make and appoint my loving wife and son, 
Joseph, Col. Dawson, Samuel Ruffin, Thomas Howell and 
Joseph Henderson, full and sole executors of this, my last will 
and testament, hereby revoking, disannulling and making void 
all former wills and bequests by me made, and declaring this 
only to be my last will and testament. in witness whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year written. 
Signed. sealed and 
acknowledged in the 
presence of witnesses
Joseph Williamson, 
J,unes Barron, 
Thomas Barron, 

Jurat. 
J urat. 
J urat. 

J. IIOWF!.I.. 
(Sc.1I) 

(Margaret Howell and Thomas 
Howell qualified as executors 
of Joseph Howell's estate.) 

(Clerk's note) 
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Edgecombe Cc,Hnty, N. C .. May court, 1750. The above 
written will w,is cxliil,,tcd in wurt and lvbrg.1rct llowell. 
relict of the decc,iscd, ,111d Thomas Howell, qu,1lificd for the 
office of executor and executrix. 

Teste: BENJAMIN \VYNNS. 
Clerk. 

In the invrntory of his estate taken August 17, 1750, he was 
styled "Major" Jos. Howell. and was said to have possessed a 
large number of slaves, one hundred twenty-nine head of cattle. 
d large number of other farm animals. and a great ,·,uiety of 
personal property. 

Joseph Howell married M.ugaret. who outlived him and re
moved with her son, Joseph Howell, Jr., to Cabarrus County, 
North Carolina, where she died. aged about one hundred years. 
and was buried in the I-Iain's Churchyard. 

Children: 
1. Joseph, Jr .. of whom further. 
2. Mary, mentioned in her father's will. 
3. Murphrey, abo mentioned in her father's will. 
4. Thomas, inherited "!Zaton's Plantation" and land on 

Herrick's Creek from his father. 
5. Martha, mentioned in her father's will. 

("Nortl1 Carolina Records." Vol. IV. pp. 522,813, 
866, 628. 710, 761; Grime--"1\bstr<1ct of Nurth 
Carolina Wills," p. 174; "Edgecombe CoHnty, Min
ute Book. ( 1748- l 75 3). "North Carolina State 
Papers," Vol. IV, p. 619. "North Carolina Records," 
Vol. iV, pp. 815, 1855, 984, 1176. 

IV 
JOS[FH HO\VELL. JIL son of Joseph rnd Tvhrg.uct 

Howell. was born, apparcnily in Edgecombe Counly, North 
C:aroiina. in 1 i3,. and died in Dd(.1lb County, Georgia, ( now 
Campbell Cot,nty), ,1gcd 102 years. Died 1835. He was not 
qnit,· eighteen )'CHS of age at the time of hi,; father's death, but 
was appointed with his mother .1s executor of his father's will. 
Joseph Howell was named on a committee to examine and ,illow 
public claims in March or April. 1753. On April 13, J 762, 
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he was chosen to represent l:dgccombe County in the Assembly 
and ,,gain in I /64. and for the \,1st time in 1765. He appAr
ently moved out of the county about 1765 as be did not rep
resent Edgecombe Connty again. An act for establishing a town 
on the land of Joseph Howell on Tar River w,1s passed anJ 
one hundred fifty acres of land were purchased by the govern
ment, "Captain Joseph Howell retaining only a grave yard plot 
when he passed title to 1bc trustees named in the deed." A second 
act w,is passed to encourage Joseph Howell to build a bridge 
over the river at or neH the place called Howell's I'erry at 
Tarborougb in Edgecombe County, and he was given author
ity t,, collect tolls on men. horses, carriages and cattle passing 
over it. In the rooms of the North Carolina Historical Com
mission al Raleigh arc the original minutes of the commission 
,,ppuintcd to Liy olll the town of Tarboro. Joseph Howell's 
name appeared many times in those minutes in connection \\'ith 
the s,dc of town lots, ll[l to 176,f. hut after that year bis nc1mc 
erased lo appear. It seems evident that Joseph Howell removed 
westward with the general trend of migration to the newer and 
more fertile L111ds ,111d settled in Mccklcnbmgh County in 1763-
(;6. l\1ecklcnburgh County was taken from Anson Count)' and 
in turn bcc.1me Cabarrus County. On Angmt 16. 1768, Joseph 
liowcll was one of the petitioners from Anson County to Gov
ernor \Villi,11n Tryon, saying: "\Ve conceive that no people have 
,1 righl to be taxed but by consent of themselves or their dcic
galcs." Again on October 9, 1769, he signed a paper request
ing: · 'That Dr. I3enjamin Franklin or some other known patriot 
be appointed agent to represent the unh.1ppy stale of this prov
ince to his Majl'sty ,rnd so solicit the several Boards in England. 
etc." Joseph I lowcll was among the signers of "the l'ctilion of 
the Inhabita.nts of Anson Counl)', being part of the Remon
~.trance of the Province of Nori!, C.1roiin,1 to l'v1r. Speaker and 
Ccn1lcmcn nf the /\sv:mbly". In the origin,,! I.and Entry book 
of Anson County of J 77g, we find th,1l: 'Tifly ,1ctcs of \Jnd 
;ire ,·ntc1cd in th,· name of Joseph J-luwdl, including llic \'acanl 
lan<l hl't ween his (IU'n old 1ra1.·t .1nd Jolin 1 :lu\vcr, ,1n<l a tr.1ct 
lh,1t .Jul,n JI.,rm.rn. (prubabl)' rnc;int for John Garman) now 
lives on." "! lis uwn old tract" predicate'.; several years previous 
residence in Anson County by Joseph Howell, the year of bis 
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arrival apparently agreeing with the year his name ceases to 
appear upon the minutes of the Tarboro Commission. 

We find many references to his name in the Deed Books of 
North Carolina and among them, the following: 

Octobrr 9, 178 l, State of North Carolin,,, to Joseph 
Howell. I 60 acres on the west side of Rocky River, on both 
sides of David Heart's Creek. 

January 7, 1784, Joseph Howell of Cabarrus Co., to John 
Recd. a tract of I 00 acres on Rocky River for I 00 pounds. 
\1/itncsses: James and Josi,1h Love. 

June 8, 1785, Thos. Harris. Esq .. late Sheriff of Meck
lenburgh Co .. to Joseph Howell. pL111ter, I 00 acres on east 
side of Rocky River. 

August 7, 1787, State of North Carolina to Joseph Howell, 
90 acres on Rocky River. 

December 22, 1787, John Nelson to Joseph Howell. for 
30 pounds 37 acres joining Hardy \Varner. \Vitnesses: Heze
kiah Bryant and Chas. Townsend. 

July 13, 1788, Chas. and Mary Townsend to Joseph 
Howell. for 50 pounds, I 26 acres on Muddy Creek. Witnesses 
Charles Alexander and Martin Money. 

December 28, l 795, Joseph Howell and wife, Margaret 
sell land to Lewis Underwood. 

Seventeen-ninety-eight, Joseph Howell. Sr., to James Love. 
Witnesses: John and Henry Howell. 

September I 0, I 803. John Howell of Cabarrus Co .. to Eli 
Howell, for 450 doll.us, 30 acres on west side of Rocky 
River, joining George Garman and Joseph Howell. Witnesses: 
William and Joseph Howell. 

March I 6, 18 I I. Joseph Howell. Sr., of Cabarrus Co., 
for love and affection to son, Isaac Howell, 90 acres. 

Joseph Howell. who was 4 3 years old when Independence 
was declared, saw active service during the Revolution in the 
militia of Mecklenburgh County. North Carolina, as a foot 
soldier in Captain Adam Alexander's Company, having enlisted 
June 6, 1766, and fought in the battles at Guilford Court 
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House and King's Mountain. His service is recorded in the col
lection of the North Carolina Historical Commission. (Book 
C). He also f urnishcd supplies and money to the Continental 
Army. 

Joseph I-Jowell married in Anson County, according to fam
ily records in 1768, Margaret Eleanor Garmon, who died after 
1795. All marriage bonds for Anson County between 1760 
and 1800 have been burned, but tbe above place and date arc 
logical for this marriage. 

Children, (order of birth not known). 

I. John, died in Haywood County, North Carolina, aged 
eighty-nine years; married Essena Osborne. 

2. Joseph, born in 1764; died in North Carolina, and was 
buried at Howell's Church Yard, near Concord, Cabarrus 
County, that state. 

He married in 1789, Sylvia Robinson, who was born in 1771 
and died in 1 8 5 3, 

3. Elizabeth, died in Jackson County, Alabama, aged ninety 
years; married (first) Eli Green and (second) Jacob 
Smith. 

4. Henry, born in 1775, died in Haywood County; mar
ried in 18 0 3, Muy Miller. 

5. Eli, died in Randolph County, Alabama; married Feb
ruary 12, 18 0 l, Nancy Love; John Howell, security. 

6. Margaret, died in Gordon County, Alabama, aged ninety 
years; married Edmund Smith. 

7. William, married Elizabeth Sides, Fcbru.iry 12, 180 l; 
John Howell, security. 

8. Isaac, died in Cobb County, Georgia; married November 
4, 1805, Margaret Tucker; Evan Howell, security. 

9. Euan, of whom further. 
10. Michael, died in Montgomery County, Arbnsas; mJr

ried Mary Freeman. 
11. Eleanor, died in Campbell County, Georgia, aged fifty

four years; married John Kiser. 

[II] 



(D. /\. R. Linc,<[;e Books: Vol. I.XIX, p. 21 '). Vol. 
XXX[ll. p. 6. Vol. XXXIV, p. 248. Vol. LXXVl[l, 
p. n I. North CJrolin,1 Records, Vol. V, pp. 54, 181. 
Vol. VJ, pp. 80 I, I 098: Vol. IV, pp. 815, 855, 
901. 9[M, 117(,: Vol. VIII. p. 80. Vol. Vll, p. 808; 
Vol. XXII. p. 10'5; Vol. XXIII. pp. 517. 594-5: 
Vol. XX!V, p. I 7C,: Deed Llooks: Vol. II. pp. ,1,. 
482: Vol. V. pp. 20, J<,; Vol. VI. p. 77: Vol. 
Vlll. pp. l'57, 21: Vol. IX. pp. 90, 'JZ; Vol. X, 
p. 50. \VliiLc: "Historical Collection of Georgia," p. 
2 () 2; "Tarboro Tuwn Com mission Min utcs at the 
I listorical Comrni,:si,,n in R,1leigh, Anson County, 
North Caroiin.1.·· Lind Enlry Book, 1778.) 

V 

LVJ\N IIO\VJ:L! .. mn nf .Joseph. Jr., ,ind MargJll'l [lcannr 
(CMrnan) Howell, w,1s born in Cah,nrns County, N. C., in 
1781. ;ind died in ,;ll'in11c11 County. Ccorgu, in 1 i,6S, ,1gcd 
cit'hiy-six )'LHS. In tlic Deed !lrn1ks ,,f North C,11olin,1 we find 
tlut on Octc,ber 11, 181 \, "Sheriff sold land to l;v;in llm"cll". 
1\lsn th.it on Jcnn,i1y 2 >, 1824 "[v,1n Howell sold I()<) ,lCITS 

,,r l.111d". The i.1ttn 1,·,111':,1<:tiun evidently luok place after the 
departure of Evan Howell with his two sons. C:larJ.. ,1gcd icn 
yc.irs and 1\rchibald a~ccl eight yca,s. Jncl dJughtcr. LlcJnor. lo 
Ceorgia, 1821. Mr. !Jowell settled on the south side of the 
C\1,1ltJboochec River in Cwinnctt C:ounly. In the Deed Bo()ks 
"f North Carolina under date of January 2, 18, 7. we find th.it 
"f:v,1n 1-lowcll ,,f Ciwinn,'ll County, Georgi.,. sold to Archib.ild 
fl. Howell of C1b.1rrus County f<>r $1 S0.00, a tr,1ct of Lind 
un hc,1li ·,id{':; of Ftick;: P-i\'(·r. cont.lining l·l-1· ,lCIT!,. \Vit111.•.<:',t"-.,: 

/\. ITn\rcll .. L1rnc~ rvi. llu1.·.r,:il. Ihmpton ,111d Singktl)ll !lowcll.'' 

Lnn lfowcll married (fi,·q} in C.1h,irr11s C:nu111v. Nnrth 
C1r,,l1n,1. 1\pril I'). I 80S. /vl.111h.1 Love; l:li !l,,,,·l'il. :><'curity. 
lfe m,nrinl (•:cc<l!HII I\.l.11y Ulintt: (third) 11.irrict Hines \V. 
01\·cn;;: .( fnurtlt} ,i,llH' l',rnnLs. ,,ncl (fifth) Tui,1h l3n,mbclow. 

(Nu,th C:ruli11.1 Deed BooJ..s. Vol. IX. p. I H: V,,\. 
X. p. H,: Vul. XXXlV, p. 248; "North C,roiina 
l\laniagc Bonds; l'.imily Records.") 
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Children, of the second marriage: 

l. Clarh, (named for \Villiam Clark, explorer of the North
west), of whom further: married Miss Winn: tbcn Lffiah 
Jl.irk: then Mary D. Hook. 

2. /\rchib,1ld. born in Cabarrus County, North Carolina. in 
l 81 'l: married Tosic Clcl.1nd: second wife Lmily Clc-
1.ind, sister. 

,. ,'1"1,,ry D .. died young. 
+. Ucanor. married Mauison Mci\frc. 
Children. of the third marriage: 
5 .. Julia, m.irricd Jackson Crahrn1. 
(i. !Limpton. married Cynthia Knox. 
7. Sin;;lcton. married Agnes Ousley. 
8. S,1vannah, married (first) Calvin Parsons: then T. J\b

hott. 
VI 

Cl i\RK 110\V[JJ. son of T'v.111 and Mary (Elliott) Howell. 
wa, hllrn in C.,h,1rrus County, North Carolina, on December 28, 
18 l I, .111d died in i\tlanta, Ccorgi.1, on May 14, l 882. At about 
nine years of ,1ge he moved with his father lo Gwinnett Countv, 
Ceorgi,1. \\'hen 21, he rn,uricd Miss \Vinn of Lnvrenceville, 
Ccorgia, who died with baby, named Archibald, soon afterwards. 

On D,ccrc1ber +. 18 lil, Clark Howell married Miss Eniah 
J.,nc !'.uh. who had moved to L,1wrcnccvillc. with her mothn 
c1nd L1mily frnn1 Circcnsburo, Georgia, follo\ving tbe dc.itb cif 
l,cr fJthrr. L11i,1h l\irk was the daughter of James Park, who 
\\'JS a Rcvulutionary sdldicr from Virginia, who moved to 
(~corgi<1 and tuuk up ~ovnnrncnt lands in Greene County in 
,1ho11t 178(, and n',1tTd l (1 chil<lren. Her mother was Phoebe 
!fogm· nl \Viii.cs C:nunty. C.1 .. wlw w,1•; tl1c d,rnghtcr of JC1J1J· 

th,1n J l11;~t1c, whn :;t·ttkd in \\'ilkc'i in I 71) l. 'l'hcy Wi..'rc ,1 vrrr 
happy c,111plc. The J lnguc,; WCI'<' nf I 'rcnrl1 clc,;crnt. Lfli.1h !\irk 
llowcll died at her lnd1.1nd's l,nmc in \\':irs,1w (then in l;ur
syth, 11.>W l\·lilit>n Cc,unty) Cc,,r,;i,,, on Nc"·,·mlxr 22, 1851). 
Snnn ,1I In lie, ,h-,11h, Ci.nL l k,v.',·11 111u1'crl to J\tbnt,1, the 11,,me 
(Ir \'. b.(ll had l)l'l.'11 cLc)J1g..'d frun1 1\.t1rthJ);villc only l\VO y~,ltS 

hci'ure, ,111,J tl,nc m,11ried Miss l'vL11y D. l look of i\11gu:;ta, 
Ccor,;i,1, ,,bout 8 ye.us later. /\t the time of his de.1th he owned 
about +,000 acres of land in Fulton County. 



The following account of Clark Howell's life was taken from 
an editorial published in the Atlanta Constitution on May 16, 
1882, following his death: 

JUDC,E l!OWELL'S LIFE 

Clark I lowcll w.is born in C,1b.ir1u~ County, North Carolin.,, in 181 l. and 
wa~. therefore, scvrnty yc,irs ol<l at rht time of his dc,lth. l lis father, Evan 
tiowcll. w.1s a North Carolini.111 hy birlh, but of \Vclsh descent. He was a 
man of uncommon force of char,1eter and physical vigor, and lived to be cighty
:five years of age. When Clark Howell was nine years old his father moved to 
Gwinnett County, where he lived until nearly 1840. 

\Vhen Clark Howell was twenty-one years of age he was married to Mi~s 
\Vinn of the well-known Cwinnctt family of that name. In this yrar he r,m 
for the legislature on the Whig ticket, and while he was defeated, rHeive<l the 
largest vote given to any member of his ticket. By his first wife he had onr 
child, which died. His wife died in two or three years, and then he married 
Miss P.irk of Greene County. From this union was born Ev.in P., Albert, Wil
liam, Clark ;rnd Charles Howell ;ind two daughters. The sons arr all living 
and only the l"ldest d,1ughtcr is dead. 

About 1838 he moved to Cobb County, where he built the Lebanon Mills, 
near the Roswell Mill.~. Ile rem,1incd here for ;cbout three or four years, and 
then moved to Forsyth County. now Milton. While living in Cobb County he 
reprr'icnted that county in the legislature. From Forsyth County hi' went back 
to Gwinnett, his second wife having died in J 850, ln 1852 he ca.me to At
lanta, which W.Hi then a mere village. He bought the Sasseen house now used 
by the Richmond and Davil!e Co. as headquarters (bter the site of the Metro
politan Thcatre, opposite Piedmont Hotel). It was then being built by Dr. Long 
of Athens, Judge Howell purchas<"d it and finished it. lt w,1s noted as being 
the finrst house anywhere in this part of Georgia, and people rode for twenty 
miles to sce it. \Vhile building this house Judge Ilowell an9 hi.~ family lived
in two little huts situated on a three-acre lot that stood just where the Butler 
and McMillan residcnces are on Marietta street. 

Judge Howell engaged in th£' mercantile bmin('.~S in Atlanta about this time, 
having a store where Menko's store now stands, and had a p,1rtner by the name 
of Parr. 

Whilr in Atlanta he m,1riil·d his 1hird wife, Miss Mary D. llook. who sur
Yives bim. There wcre two children born of this m.uriage·~-Dr, Dan Howell 
and Mrs. Park Woodward. Judge Howell received his title from service at tin• 
head of the inferior court of Fulton County. It was under the supervision of 
this court that the county lines of Fulton were bid off and the new county 
created. The court was composed of Clark Howell, C. H. Strong, S. Terry, 
James Donahoo and Samuel \Valkr?r. This court laid off the county and organ
ized thc admirable system under which it has been so prosperous. He repre
sented Fulton in the legislature, and was at the time of his death a county 
commissioner. He was always held in the highest esteem, and ne\·er am
bitious to occupy any office exupl where he felt that he could do his country 
a service. It is safe to s.1y that he could ask for nothing that his people would 
not have given him, and that he was stronger and more popular in those com
munities that knew him best. 
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His life was not an cvcntftil one nor marked by brilliant episodes. He was a 
quirt. unobtrusive citizen, holding his own views from prinicple. and was con
tented rather to express them quietly than to seek distinction. He was always 
a farmer, though o!fcn engaged in other businrss also. At the beginning of the 
war he w,is worth ahout $75,000, and after the war gave to his sons an<l 
daughters over $50,000 worth or property. fie m;1.dc it a point to give C.\ch 
child a L,ir stut in life. At his dfalh he was in good circumst.rnccs. and lc:ives 
a fine property. His lo\'c for his family wa'> ,~trong and ~biding. He kept his 
sons and daughters near him, and nothing so delighted his hrart as reunions or 
social grtthcrings that brought them ,di together, and .strengthened the ties that 
bound them one to another. He dic:i with each one of them living near him, 
and all of them will follow his rrmains to the grave today. He was alway~ 
in easy circumstances, lived abundantly, was ho~pitable and gencrou.~. gave to 
each of his children a fair start in life and died without an enemy. He was for 
many years of his life a member of the Christian Church, and with the con
~ciousness that death was coming fast upon him, and was most likely to seize 
him without warning, the last years of his life were peaceful and happy. Long 
ago he had squared his accounts with the world and said to his wife and 
children that he had lived seventy years without doing any man an injustice, 
an<l that he was not afraid to go to the judgment bar of God with the record 
he h.1d made. 

Few more bbrneks.~ livrs were ever lived than the one that clmed when 
Judge Howell breathed his last. He was the central point of three generations of 
his family. His father said of him, that he was the best son that ever lived, 
his brothers and sisters testify that he was admirable in his fraternal relations 
-as a husband he was irreproachable and .1tfectionate-·and his 5ons and 
daughters sorrowing today over his coffin and mindful of the long years of his 
life and helpfulness, his sympathy and his strong love, shrewd advice, and hi! 
shining example rise up and call him blessed. As a master he was just. mer
ciful and kind--•of over sixty slaves that he owned more than two-thirds live 
on his plantation today and have no troubles or Jiffercnccs that they do not 
submit in the fullest faith in his decision and adjustment. 

As a public official he was wise and incorruptible-a leader of opinion 
always, but rather by reason of his example than his appeals-conservative, 
devoted and firm. 

CHILDREN or THE ORIGINAL CLARK HOWFLL 

The children of his marriage to Miss Winn were: 
Archibald, died in infancy, 
The children of his second marriage to Elfiah Park were: 
Euan Park, of whom further. 
Albert, married Emily Hook. 
William H .. married Alverine Hoyle. 
Charles A., married Mary Hopkins. 
Martha, married Nathan Lyon. 
Twins-Clark, married Elizabeth Gardner, and Archibald 

died in infancy. 
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Mary, died in infancy. 
The children by lhe third marriage to Mary D. Hook were 
Kalherine Hook, married Park Woodward. 
Daniel Hook. 

Vll 

EVJ\N PARK HO\Vl!LL. son of Cl.uk and EJliah (Park) 
Howell of Greensboro, Cieorgia. was born al \Varsaw, Milton 
County, Georgia, December iO, 1839, and died in Atlanta, 
i\ngust 6, 1905. He removed with bis father to J\tlani.1 when 
about nine years of age. and continued to live there the rest of 
bis life. He attended a field school at \Varsaw and later a private 
school in Atlanta until 185 5, when be entered the C1eorgia Mili
tary lnstitute at Marietta. After two years at the latter institu
tion he read law at Sandersville, Georgia, until I 859 when be 
entered the Georgia University Law School ;ll Athens. The fol
lowing year Mr. Howell graduated from the law school and 
began the practice of Liw in the office of J.imes S. Hook. a 
prominrnt lawyer at Sandersville, but his kg,1I career was in
terrupted by the outb1eak of hostilities between the South and 
North. Evan P. Howell en! isted ,1t once with the \Vashington 
Rifles which were orgcinizcd at Sandersville, and was elected 
Orderly Sergeant. During the first year of the \Var he saw 
service in the army of Northern Virginia, under Jackson, and 
upon the expiration of his term of enlistment, returned to 
Sandersville. There, with Captain Robert Martin of Augu.sta. 
be organized a Light Battery of Artillery which became known 
as Howell's Battery. Evan P. Howell served as first lieutenant 
of the battery .ind Liter ,ls c.1ptai11 in command. Howell's Bat
tery engaged in the b.1t1les of Cbickamang,1 and !Vlis.,ionary 
Ridge and !Jter served under Ccneral Joseph Eggleston .Johnston 
and took part in every fight between Chattanooga and /\t!anta. 
The battery ocrnpicrl p,1rtiCill.ll'ly conspicuous p,1sitinns in the 
Battle of l'c,1clrtrcc Creek . .J,i!v I 'J, 186+, ,rnd th: l.,,11tlc of 
1\tbnt,1. l'ollowing the f.ill of '1\tl.1111a CapL1i11 lloweil .rnd the 
1cn1Ji11Jcr of 11i.'-> hatlc1 ~, ,,,ere prdcrrd to ivLoL(JO to recruit and 
to reorganize. Subsequently they retired to J'ort !Lnvhins and 
were there when Lee's surrender terminated the \Var Between the 
States. 
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After the W,H, Evdn P. Howell returned to his father's home 
on "Howell Mill Road," near Atlanta, and for two )'<MS en· 
gaged in saw milling on his father's lands between Peachtree 
Creek and the Chattahoochee River. Lumber at that time -was 
in great demand for the reconstruction of Atlanta, which had 
been sorely ravaged by the battles that had been fought there. 

In I 8 6 7 Captain Howell accepted a position as sole reporter 
on the daily Intelligencer in Atlanta, and located there with bis 
wife and two small sons, soon becoming the city editor. At
lanta at that time had begun to prosper again, and Captain 
Howell. realizing the opportunities which lay before him re
sumed his practice of law. Cincinnatus Peeples, a prominent 
la wycr of Forsyth, Georgia, having moved to Atlanta, entered 
the law partnership of Peeples and Howell with Captain Howell. 
He later became Solicitor-General of the Atlanta Circuit, ,111d 
was elected state senator from the Atlanta District for three 
terms from 1878 until 1882. Between 1878 and 1892 be 
was a delcg~tc to most of the national conventions of the dem
ocratic party. In 1887 he bought the majority interest in the 
Atlanta Constitution, giving up the practice of law to become 
the editor-in-chief of that paper which he conducted with great 
ability and success until he retired in 1897. He was the leading 
force in the Atlanta Constitution: in the location of the capital 
.lt Atlanta: in the establishment of the first cotton exposition. 
president of the company that built the New Kimball Hotel in 
Atlanta in 1881, and in numerous other enterprises of a varied 
nature. He was a member of the state capitol commission, which 
with a legislative appropriation of $1,000,000 in 1884, com
pleted Georgia's present Capitol building within the appropria
tion. His foresight, his stalwart integrity, his versatile ability 
and enduring cour,1ge won for him a respected place in the busi
ness world and the high esteem and devotion of many friends 
and ac411,1int.111ces throughout the South. 

C1pt.1in ]:van P. Howell married Juli.:i Erwin June 5, 1861. 
She was b,,rn n Erwinton, Barnwell County, Soutb Carolina. 
Died January 29, 1906. 

Children: 
1. Clark, married ( 1) Harriet Barrett, ( 2) Annie Comer. 

and ( 3) Marg.uet Cannon Carr. 
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2. Albert, married Elizabeth Martin. 
3. Effie, married Robert L. Foreman. 
4. Ida, married ( l) Robert B. Cramer, and (2) Dr. Robert 

George McAlily. 
5. Rosalie. 
6. Adelaide, rn.micd (I) Byron Bower, and (2) Allen 

Heidenreich. 
7. Evan P., Jr., married (I) Georgia Gaston Dickinson. 

and (2) Ruth Cox. 
(L. L. Knight: "A Standarc.l History of Georgia and 
Georgians, ·· Vol. V, p. 2414; Vol. IV, p. 1898; 
Vol. Ill. p. 1421; \V. P. Reed: "History of Atlanta, 
Georgia," (1889) pp. 409-10, 71. r:amily Records.) 
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To Wm. I!. Howell 
f1.1.IL1s, Tcx,1'> 
My dear Nephew: 

LETTERS 
Cisco, f-.furray County, Georgia 
Match 17, 1889 

Yours of March 2nci is to )1;ind, and { .-im gbd to hc.ir from you once more, 
and in this letter I will give you the dcl'iircd inform.ition as far as I am ablr. 
I got the following statement from rny grandfather, Joseph Howlll, during hi~ 
life time. 

During the persecutions of the Protc.<aants by the Catholics in \Vales, the 
Howells, being Baptists and therefore Protestants, tbey with many others were 
forced from their homes, and were compelled to hide in caves and secret places 
for safety from their enemies. John Howell. the father of my grandfather, 
Joseph Howell, irnmigr,1ted to America an<l settled in Virginia, where he finally 
died. 

Of the sons of John Howell, one moved to South Carolin,1, two to Tennessc.-. 
two to Kentucky, one (lknry) remained in Virginia, and Joseph. my gr,1nd
f.1thcr, moved to Cabarrus County, North Carolina, previous to the Rc\'0lution
c1ry \Var. lk brought his mother with him and she lived to be about a hun
dred yc,,rs o!J. I saw her buricJ from the Hains Meeting House in Cabarrus 
when a boy. 

Joseph Howdl. my grandfather, married Margaret Eleanor Garmon, a German 
woman. John Howell, the eldest son of Joseph, marrieJ Escena Osborn of 
l1ish descent who died in Haywood County, North Carolina, age 89. The next 
,\on, Joseph. Jr., m;irried Silva Robbins. lie died in Cabarrus, age 123 years. 
The next was a girl, Eliz;ibetb. Her first husband wa,; Eli Green, and her r;tc
ond busb.,nd was Jacob Smith. She died .in Jackson County, Alabama, age 9 5. 
Henry Howell, my father, m.irricd Mary Miller of German descent. Father 
.Jicd in Hayward County, North Carolina, age 91. The next son, Eli Howell, 
mc1rricd N,1ncy Love of Irish descent, He died in Randolph Counly, Alabama, 
over 90 years of age. Next a daughter, Margaret, married Edmond Smith. She 
died in C:iordon Counly, Georgia, ;ige 9 5. The next son, Wm, Howdl. married 
l:li1.Jbeth Sides. He died age 15 or 4G. The next rnn, Is.iac Howell. marricrl: 
i\brg,Het Tuch.er of Grrman descent. l!e dird in Cobb County, (la .. age 7(i. 

The nrxt son, Evan llowcll. w,is m;,rricd five times: first M,iry Elliott. She 
died. Then Jane Brooks. Shc died. Then !Lirrictt Owens. lk died in Cwin 
nl'tt County, (i,i., age 89. The next son, Micl1,1cl Ilowcll, m.uricd 1\hry Frcc
n,,1n. He died in Montgomery County, Arkans.1s, ;ige 75. Eleanor Hcnvcl\ mar
ried John ·KisH. She died in Campbell County, Ga., ,1ge 70. My gr.111df.ither, 
Joseph Howell. was I 02 yc,irs of age when he died in Dcl(;1.lb County, Ga. 
I wa.~ born February 19, l 803. 

Now, I have given you the desired information according to my best recol
lectinn. I would be g!ad if I could gi\'C you more information about our f;im
J!y, but I luve no record to refresh my memnry. This leaves me rnd all my 
family in this county well. 

Hoping to hear from you again .~oon. 
Your Uncle, etc., 

(Signed) EVAN SHELBY 110\VELL. 
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(f-rom Cicrro liowcll of Murray County, Georgia) 

l cttrr frnrn C C, 11(,wdl 
111 \\'m. IL1rii.'>011 llnwrl\ 
D.,lbs, Trx,1s 

l)r,1r Cou~111 \Villiarn 

L;iughridge, Gcorgi.1 
Janu.uy 9, 18CJ2 

~;omr tirnc in (htolH'! l ll'Cttvcd ,l ldtn from yon ,ind fur my nc1t,li:,,;rncr in 
dll',Wcting l beg you pardl111. 

\Vrll. I h;,vc been Lllhing l() f,11hn about our Llmily, and he s.1y'> he can't 
give :iny furthrr infnrmation .1bo11L the members of our L,mily. He says he 
used to hear his gr.rndL1thn. Joseph Howell, spc:i.k of \\T,)lcs, and bow his Lnht·r 
-..v,1s prrsecuted. ,111J lay out in oves to avoid his prrSl'cutors, an<l that his 
l.1thtr finally left \Vales and immigratcJ to Virginia, and tb.H he ll'fl his landed 
cq.1tl' Jnd other property, which he suppmed WJ'> confiH.1tnl. Josrph, it serms, 
\Va~ 12 year'> old wlirn he left \Vair~. L1thrr -.ay'> he on't recollect the n:1nHs 
t)f c:on'( of hi,; v,rJ11df.1d11'r. John Jiowcll, ,vho onH' from \\'ale'> :ind settled 
in nor the pLl((' of !.r!tlt'J11C11t. 

Truly yonrs. 
( Si !(IH'd) C C. l IO\V[I L 

(from 1\rchilnld I knvell. M:irietta, Ga ) 

Mr. \Vm. H. Howdl 
D.111:1<., TcxJs 

My dear Sir: 

MariettJ, Gecrgi2 
April 8, 1895 

Your letter d:itrd l\hrch 6th and m;ti\cd on tl1e 31st w,1s received April 
211d, and re.1d with plca,;ure. You desire to know somethinp, about our anus: 
ror<;. I :im sorry to inform you th.1t my knowledge of our forefathers is about 
equal to your s1atemrnt in your letter. Joseph Howell, my grandfather, lived 
in Cabarrus County, N. C. Don't know wh,1t year he came thr.re. He r'e,ueJ a 
family of seven sons, viz: John. llcnry, Joseph, Eli, Isaac, Ev:in and Michael 
Also I\-1arpret, who married Smith, and Fleanor who married Kiser. All ti> 

moved to Georgia .1bout 1 R ZO, ncl'pt John, Henry and Joseph, who remained 
in North Carolina :rnd died dh·ir. Fli .ind Mid1Jcl moved to /\Lib;ima, and 
<lied there. My f.1ther fo\'.111. :ind h,1,1e dird in Ccorgia. Smith and. Kiser a\s,J 
died in CIMrgia. You arc cnirect ahout my f.1thC'r living on the (,hattahoochu 
River in Gwinnett County, about 2() miles from J\tLrnta, and w,H 86 when 
he died. Your fatbe1 I ha,·c never h,,d the p\n,;ure of '>l'l'ing. but his brorhe1 
you ;i]\uded to, who live-. in Murray County, this sla(c, i~ n,1mrd !"'.van for my 
father I have S1'cn him of\cn bdotl' In· w,1s manit•J, and liked him very 
much. I was in Ch;ittanoog,1 a b0ut :i month si11cc, and .qw ,1 young man who 
live~ a neighbor to him and said he w:is 92 y(';irs old, and could ride horse 
b,uk to Spring P\Jc(' County '>ite rqual to a young man. I will be 81 if I 
should live to S('C the Sth d,1y of next June. My gr.-inJfJther, Joseph Howell. 
was 101 years old whrn hr died ;ind lJis wife 99. E,·an Ilowell. my nephew, 
who i~ principal proprit'tot· of thr Atbnt:i Constitution. a leading new~µ.1per 
of this statr, got information from some source liut my gr,1ndbther and two 
brothers came ove1 frnm J:ng\JnJ ;,.nJ loc.1tcJ ,;omnvliHc in Virginia in th.: 

[20] 



ratly part of the 17th Century. and when they left Virginia Joseph came 'to 
l'-'orth Carolina. The t1.vo other brother.<; loc:i.ted in ,;ome of the Northl:'rn stalt'S, 
;ind since then onnot trare the two 0thrr brolhcr<; any furthrr. I recol!e.ct di~ 
1inctly hearing m;r gr,1ndLllhcr s;1y th.it he w,1s an Engli:::hmJ.n .ind gr,1nd-
111otlwr w.is a \Vl·lsh bdy. I recollect them b01h \'ery distinctly, but w,Vi tPo 

your1g lo .1:,k th,1t l would now be gl.1,! l!J J..nnw .ind cu11!r! irnp,11t 
to }'(ll!. I ,1hn tlr,1t he w,1<, ,1 111,111 til .1~101w,liinl: m,·mory ,111d cnuld 
rcc1tr whole cl1,1ptc1·; in rhc Bible and Tc.~Lltll"llt. lie renlO\'cd t0. ,111d d1cJ 
in Ce1Jtgi,1. nr.ir my Lither. The /low,·11:, ,11c ,1 1·r1y nuni1:r<1t1'.> f,1111dy now in 
Crnr:;,i,1 I !i,n·r hrrn m.n11rd tv:ic1·. My \','il'l:> were .~i,q,•rs. The fil"',t hzid 
four: the .~c((lnJ clcYrn chiidrrn. ,ill liYing wlirn L1 sl lic;ud from cxcrpt onr. a 
S•HL rl here .ire now living eight <;ems ,Hid six cLnigl-itns. 

Ir my rrcoll.'ction i.~ correct both you .111d your wife h,1vr k'l'll m,1r1icd 
twire, ,ind ,1! ynur L1.~t 111:irri.1~c yuu weie ;1 widoweJ i\h·rhodi.~t minisrn, ,111d 
)'llllr wife widow nf ,1 MPthodist rnit1i'iter. I 11'rn1·mbcr .111d \'our 
wift.', JnJ .1bo your brnthl'r Rohnt .:ind wife in \V,1yncsvi!ll', N. ,111d !o,:111('J 
,1t1 rxcclll:'nt npinion of a!l. I hJvc been there once since, a:1<l ;i n11;!1t 
at thr lwrrl. ,rnd look dinner thr next d.:iy with your L1othcr, :ind 1n'i 

p!L'.1~rd with boih hinnrlf :rnd family 
\\'i!h much love· to younrlf :ind wire. 

1\iTcc1 i(inately, 

(Sir.;ncd) A. llO\VFLL. 

(Thi'> ll'ttn w:1,; w1iltrn by Arcl1ib,1\d lfcw:rll, thr mn of Lv.1n Howell. to 
his rnu\in) 
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