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PRElfACE. 

"It has been asserted that' he who careth not whence he carne, car­
eth little whither he goeth.' " * * * " Indifference as to the origin 
of their family is really felt by few; for the pride of ancestry seems to 
be innate in nearly every one; those only affect to despise it who are 
ignorant of their descent, and can lay clain1 to no hereditary insignia 
of honor-practically expressing the sentin1ent of Montaigne: 'If we 
eannot attain to greatness ourselves, let us have our revenge by rail­
ing at it in others.' '' 

"Gibbon in his autobiography, very justly remarks: 'A lively 
desire of knowing and recording our ancestors, so generally prevails, 
that it n1ust depend on the influence of some common principle in the 
minds of men. We see1n to have lived in the persons of our fore­
fathers; it is ~he labor and re,vard of vanity, to extend the term of this 
ideal longevity. The satirist n1ay laugh, the philosopher ntay preach; 
but Reason herself ,vill respect the prejudices and the habits which have 
been consecrated by the experience of mankind. Few there are who 
~an seriously despise in others an advantage of ,vhich they are secretly 
.an1bitious to partake. The kno,vledge of our own fan1ily from a 
remote period will always be estee1ned as an abstract pre-e1ninence, 
.since it can never be promiscuously enjoyed. If we read of smne illus­
trious line, so ancient that it has no beginning, so worthy that it ought 
to have no end, ,ve sy1npathize in its various fortunes; nor can we 
blaine the generous enthusias1n, or the harmless vanity, of those ,vho 
.are allied to the honours of its nan1e.' " 

"Throughout the struggle with the Royalists, Oliver Cro1nwell and 
his adherents affected to ridicule that dignity which a long and unbroken 
line of ancestry undoubtedly confers; but no sooner ·was the Protector 
firn1ly established in his position, than he assun1ed alrnost every 
kingly function. .,:- * * It appears that an expense of nearly 1,600 I. 
was incurred for the banners, standardH, pennons, badges, etc., dis­
played at his funeral. So too, at ~he period of the great Revolution in 
France, all distinctions of rank and title were abrogated-even that of 
'J\'Ionsieur;' but in a short tin1e a new noblesse arose-not constructed 
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out of the old aristocratic party, but as l\ladmn de Stael obserYes, of 
the partisans of equality. .....\nd this process of spontaneous creation of 
superior rank has always existed, and 1nust continue to exist, an1ongst 
all people, and in all ages, as long as the power which wealth or ability 
naturally exercises, is acknowledged." [Cussau's Hauduook of Her­
aldry.] 

'fhe desire to perpetuate the history· of the race is as old as ci ,·iliza­
tion, and h; an instinct hnplanted in the lnnnan 1nind. Genealogy 
n1ay be said to be the insignia of ciYilbmtion. ~loses, the .Jewish 
,\rriter, ruler, statcsrnan and law giYer; the great landn1ark in ciYiliza­
tion, wisely recorded the pedigrees of his people; the idea is ennobling. 
A proper regard for ancestors, and desire to perpetuate their rnernories 
and good acts, tends to the elevation of n1ankind. It is a line of 
den1arkation between barbarisrn and enlightenn1ent. 

,rarious methods h::rve been deYised, for preserYing such records; 
fron1 the earliest periods of known history the n10nunu.mt has been 
erected in n1en1ory of the dead; the arts of the sculptor und the painter, 
and the pen of the historian and the poet, have Yit'd to reeord nnd 

tra1u,n1it the achievernents of 1nankind. 

The people fron1 whorn ,ve descend in Europe; in Gernmny, France,. 
the British Islands and else,vhere, have cmupiled Yolunies of records in 
recording the lives and acts of our ancestors in ages past; not in the 
systen1atic forn1 of the histories and biographies of to-day, but in the· 
records of governrne~t and business a~hirs. The thirst for 1nore par­
ticulars, concerning our individual progenitors is never fully satisfied. 

To the Christian Church of those countries we are indebted for 
n1uch of their particular records, which have been preserved, and 1nay 
still be found; three principal eYents in their lives; birtlu~, nutrriages 
and deaths, ,vere subjects of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, belonging to the 
duties of the Church, rather than to the State departn1ent of govern­
n1ent. Church and State in those days were united, 1narried, so to 
speak. 

'fhese laws, rules and regulations of society were l.n·oug·ht fron.1 the 
n1other countries to this country by the first settlers, and ,vere gener­
ally retained and observed here until after the ReYolution. 'l'hat per­
iod seen1s to lutYe 1narked a change in our public atfitir:-; to a large 
degree; as following it occurred the divorce of Church frmn State in this 
country; 1nateria.lly changing and affecting our legislation and custmns 
touching the la,vs of n1arriage, estates, descent and kindred subjects; 
duties which before were performed by the Church, p,s n1atters of law, 
were taken cognizance of by the civil magistrates, officers and the 
courts of law. It is safe to say that the present American syste1n of 
preserving the genealogies or pedigrees of the people, by our public rec-
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-ords, is far frmn p'.>rfect~ not so good as it could be, and as it should be 
1nade. 8ubsequent to the Rev-olution, our people were hostile to the 

• 
1nother countr;\T; the nmne of anything "British" was repugnant; 
there "·as a spirit of An1ericanizing everything in this country; and 
perhaps our institutions, derived fro1n English sources, rnay have, 
to son1e extent, unwisely suffered by the atternpts at reform. 

,..rhis period also marks large en1igrations fron1 the old colonies to 
the ne,v territories in the west; fan1ilies frequently were literally dis­
men1bered, broken up, and the rne1nbers lost to each other; the people 
of today in the west, descendants of the old Puritan stock, fron1 the 
highest to the lowest stations in society, haYe -vague traditions that 
their ancestors caine fron1 Massachusetts, C'onnecticut, New York, etc.; 
but very few can tell even the na1ne or nativity of their ancestors 
beyond their grandfathers, ·which is as far back as n1ost can go. A 
noted indiYidual recently ren1arked, that he did not know so n1uch 
about his pedigree, as he did• that of his horses. This is a re1narkable 
-condition of society, and is not n1uch irnproYerneut in this intellectual 
age in which we live, of schools, colleges, etc., over the custmn of our 
ancestors hundreds of years ago, and not nearly equal to the records of 
the old Jews in this respect. . 

rrhis 1nay be accounted for when we reflect that our people in 1nany 
instances have been too poor in new settle1nents to give proper atten­
to the f-mbject of fmuily history; the struggle was first to secure hon1es 
and the necessary con1forts of life, governn1ent, schools, churches, 
n1anufactories, connnerce, transportation, roads, etc. 

It b; encouraging howeYer ·to note of later years that considerable 
attention has been devoted to the study and cmnpilation of the history 
and genealogies of the early settlers of Anierica, especially of that por­
tion within the lhnits of the United States. 

One of the great sources· frmn which data for this purpose is derived, 
is found in the fact that, England kept accurate records at their custom 
houses during the first settlement of this country, of all people who 
departed fro1n their ports, ,vith their rank or station in society; to 
enable the governn1ent to clairn nnd exercise dmninion over the new 
countries, ,vhere their subjects settled. .A .. fierce riYalry existed ut that 
period, for power and dmninion in the 11e,v continent, especially 
between England, France and 8pain. Au An1erican of today who can 
truce his lineage to one of the early settlers of that period, 1nny with 
hope of success consult the recorch; of departures fron1 England, which 
haYe been con1piled in Yarious fonns, to find the nanie of the ship and 
date of passage, in which his ancestor en1igrated to A1nerica,-for we 
are all foreigners. ,vhen this is found it 1nay be the source of discover­
ing the residence in England. of the progenitor, as ,vell as of other facts 
-0oncerning the fmnily history. 
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Many attempts, ,vith greater or less degrees of success, have been 
n1ade to collect and cornpile the history of the Ha1nlins in An1erica, 
and some have sought their history in England; to name even, all 
who have devoted attention to the subject would require more space 
than I shall attempt to devote. 

Two individuals in particular, require more than a passing notice. 
The late David Han1blen, a Boston merchant, ,vas perhaps the first to 
make an extended research for the fan1ily history, cornmencing about 
1845, and continuing until his death in 1855; he collected and con1piled 
a n1anuscript of many farnilies, down to his time, prorniscuously 
arranged; son1e of his ,vork was published in the New England Gen. 
Hist. Register, Boston. It is said that' he undertook this labor, hoping 
to assist in recovering a large estate in abeyance in England, which 
belonged to the Hamlins in this country. His 1nanuscripts . were 
kindly placed in possession of the ,vriter for use in this work by his 
son, David Han1blen,-.Jr., Esq., of Bm;ton. 

The late Amos Otis, genealogist of the early Barnstable, Mass., fam­
ilies, con1piled a record of the early generations of the descendants of 
James Hamblen, of Barnstable, who settled there in 1639. 

Great credit is due to these gentlemen for their labors, which have 
been of invaluable assistance in collecting and con1piling this work. 

The labors of the writer have been to collect, and syste1natically 
arrange by generations, chronologically, as nearly as convenient, the 
descendants of the several individuals bearing the fainily name of 
Han1lin, (with its various spellings,) ,vho settled in the territory now 
err1braced in the United States, during the period of its early settle­
ment. 

Fron1 its nature such a work can never be finished. It is ever con­
tinuing; but the present work has reached such proportions as warrants 
its publication, to insure its preservation and to place it before those­
interested in the subject. -

Aside fron1 the sources 1nentioned, the data for this work has been 
secured by years of laborious, patient correspondence by letter to all 
parts of this, and to other countries. Histories, biographies, genealogies, 
public records of the United States, of the several states, of counties, 
cities and towns; n10nu1nents, gravestones, private records and writ­
ings, farnily uibles: old wills, deeds and other docun1ents, traditions 
~tnd every Hource of iuforrnution which thought and study could devise, 
have been consulted and forced to yield their evidence to this object. 
rrhe muount of labor required to collect and con1pile a ,vork of this 
character and extent iH sin1ply stupendous. It 111ust not be supposed 
for a n10rr1ent that the records contained in this work were discovered in 
their present forrn, especially the earlier records; hut the facts consti-
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tuting the sketch of an individual or family have been, in n1any 
instances, secured or ascertained from ·widely different sources, a frag­
ment here and another there; many of the articles have been repeat­
edly re-·written, as new facts were discovered. 

,Vhile the work is believed to be generally correct; no one is n1ore 
sensible of the fact than the author, that a work collected and compiled 
as this has been, must contain many unavoidable errors, especially as 
to dates, etc. It ,vill be a favor, if errors of any kind are pointed out, 
that they may be corrected in future. 

It is a special subject of regret, that the records of n1any families 
have not been supplied for this work, and that there are still so 1nany 
indifferent to the in1portance of n1aking a co111plete record, as far as it 
can be done; it is earnestly hoped that before the whole work passes 
through the press, that the n1issing family records, as far as possible, 
will be placed in possession of the author, that they may occupy their 
proper places in the history. 

This record has not been prepared so much for the inforn1ation of 
the public, as for the use of the n1embers of this nun1erous and widely 
separated fa1nily, and to furnish proof of (he relationship existing 
between them. We have endeavored to describe our kinsn1en as we 
have found them, in their every day lives, rather than distort their 
true character by presenting them in the guise of fulsome praise. rrhat 
personal sketches have been too meagre in n1any instances, is due to 
the sole fact that the writer has been absolutely unable to obtain facts 
upon which to ·base then1. Many of the kinsn1en have been over n1od­
est in declining to supply this information. 

During the progress of this work n1any delightful a~quaintances 
have been formed; with few exception, the requests for records and 
sketches have uniformly n1et with kind and courteous treatn1ent, 
where responses have been received; the kins1nen every,vhere have 
our kindest wishes, for which we again thank one and all for favors 
received; space forbids us to niention each individually. rrhis nun1ber 
will bring the descendants of Jaines Han1blen, of Barnstable, down to 
about the period of the Revolution, or to the fifth generation. rrhe 
introductory chapter should not fail to inter~st every H~i:nlin in .,\.'1L~r­
ica of English descent, without w~garcl to ,vhich branch of the fan1ily 
he 1nay descend. 

Believing that this work, if c01npleted, will be the 1neans of reviving 
the acquaintance between rernote branches of a great fa1nily, and of 
presenting to the present generation and to those unborn, correct 
inforn1ation concerning their ancestors; their characters, custmns, reli­
gion, politics, etc., I sub1nit for their respectful consideration this first 
nun1ber, or part of the history, believing it to contain all that has been 
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dain1ed for it, trusting t!1at it n1ay be received in the friendly spirit in 
which it is given. l\iy greatest desire is to see the work creditably 
emnpleted. ,vhether the publication shall be continued, n1ust rest 
entirely upon the patrona·ge with ,vhich the present nun1ber is 
received. If it shall prove satisfactory, a second nu1nber, en1bracing 
the fifth and sixth generations of the de~cendants of .Jan1es Han1blen, 
of Barnstable, can be issued in the near future. 

With kind regards to all, I an1 very truly, 

~ --------------
Audubon, Iowa, Decen1ber, 1894. 



THE HAMLIN FAMILY 

rrhis is one of the great representative fan1ilies of the United States; 
as ,vell as of England, for the last eight hundred years; they are said to 
be nu1nerous in France; and descendants of French and English ·origin 
are found in Canada. 

'rheir origin, far back in the past, is obscure; but evidences point to 
Gerinan ancestry. 

One of the eitr.lie::.;t records of the naine is found in "'I1he Roll of 
Battel Abbey." 

"' 'rHE ROLL OF BAT'rEL A.BBEY.'" 

Lower, in -his work on English Surnaines, says: -x- * '' I cannot 
better introduce it to the reader than by citing the Rev. Mark Noble's 
curious and valuable' Dissertation on the Various Changes in the Fa1n­
ilies of England Since the Conquest,' prefixed to his History of the 
College of Arn1s:" 

" ''rhose who had fought undl;r the ducal banners (at Hastings) 
took every possible 1neans to have their naines well known and ren1em­
bered by future ages, not only because they and their descendants 
would by it be enabled to plead for favours frmn the reigning fan1ily, 
and an assuri1ig to the1nselves the estates they had gained, but also 
frmn the pride inherent in hunm,n nature as founders of fan1ilies in a 
country they had won Ly their prowess. For these reasons the 1uune 
of every person of any consideration was written upon a Roll, and 
hung up in the A blJey of Bat tel.' '' ,<· 

" 'As the persons there 111entioned were the patriarchs of n1ost of 
the English gentry for nutny ages, and of 1nany of our chief nobility at 
the present day, it will not ue in1proper to exan1ine into the authen­
ticity of this roll of 1uunes; for different authors have given smne a 

* "William ordered the erection of a monastry on the very spot where he had gained· 
that decisived victory which gave him the crown of England, from which circmrnstance 
it was called BATTEL ABBEY." 
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greater and some a less ~un1ber. As to the orthography, it is of little 
consequence; the spelling of names ,vas not at that tin1e, nor for n1any 
ages afterwards fixed; every one ·writing then1 as he pleased.'" 

'' ' Grafton, in his Chronicle, has given very n1any narues, ,v hich he 
received frorn Clarenceux, king at ar1ns, and out of John Harding's 
Chronicles, with others. Holinshed nientions upwards of six hundred; 
Stow, in his Ch:ronicle, only four hundred and seven; rrhomas Scriven, 
Esq., still fewer. Fuller, in his Church History, has copied them, but 
does not n1ention ,vho Mr. Scriven was, nor frmn whence that gentleman 
took them. Foxe, in his Acts and Monuments, has also given in a list 
of the names of Willia1n's officers and great nien; but these, Fuller 
thinks, were not collected by Foxe. This catalogue of names is valu­
able, however, because the initials of the Christian names are given. 
The great difference rnade in these collections naturally leads us to sus­
pect that rnany ornissions are nutde in sonie, and that nun1bers of 
names have been put in others to please individuals. Sir Willian1 Dug­
dale openly accuses the monks of Battel of flattery, fron1 having inserted 
the nan1es of persons whose ancestors were never at the Conquest. 
Guilliam Tayleur, a N or1nan historian, ,vho could not have had any 
c01nmunication ,vith the monks of Battel, has also published the mus­
ter-roll, which was ealled over nfter the battle of Hastings.'"* 

"' In the foregoing enun1eration of the copies of this fmnous Roll, 
the ,vriter does not mention Leland's copy, nor that of Dugdale. It is 
remarkable that although rnany, perhaps the rnajority of the na1nes 
occur in all the copies, others occur in one or two only; and the differ­
ence between the copies is such as to render all atten1pts at collation 
u.seless. As my object is to give narnes said to ha,Ye been introduced 
into this country by the Norn1an Conquest, rather than a critical 
inquiry into the authenticity of the several lists, I shall lay before the 
reader three of the latter, narnely, those of Leland, Holinshed and 
Foxe, adding en passnnt, such notes and observations as may seem 
useful in illustration of the subject.' " 

" ' The original Roll, con1piled by the monks of Battel, was hung up 
in their 1nonastery, beneath the following Latin verses: ' " 

"' Dicitur a bello, Bellurn locus hie, quia hello 
Angligenar victi, sunt hie in 1norte relicti; 
lVIartyris in Christi festo cecidere Calixti; 
Sexagenus erat sextus rnillesin1us an nus 
Ctun pereunt Angli stella n10nstrante Cmneta.' " 

*"'The day after the battell, v3ry early in the m'>rning, OJo, Bishop of Baieux. 
sung masse for those that were departed. The duke, after that, desirous to know the 
estate of his batt.ell, and what people he had therein lost and were slaine 1 he caused to 
-come unto him a clerk, that had written their names when they had embarked at S. Va­
leries, and commanded him to call them all by their names, who called them that had 
bin at the batell, and pass3d the seas with Duke William.' (John Foxe, Acts and Mon.)" 
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Id est 
" 'This place is called Batte1, because the 

English, slain in war, were here left dead. 

It. 

They fell on the day of the feast of Christ's martyr, Calixtus .. 
It was the year one thousand and sixty-six 
When the English perished, a great comet being visible at the· , 

time(?)''' 

" ' A metrical English version of these verses ,vaB formerly inscribed 
on a tablet in the parish church of Battel:'" 

'' ' This place of ,var is battle called, because in battle here, 
Quite conquered and overthrown, the English nation were; 
rrhis slaughter happened to them upon St. Celict's day, 
The year whereof (1066) this number doth array.'" 

"Of the history of the Roll subsequently to the dissolution of the 
monastery, nothing certain is known. Three months after the surren­
der of the abbey, the site and lands were given by Henry VIII, to Sir 
Anthony Brown, ancestor of the Viscounts Montagne. The family 
sold the mansion, with its appurtenances, to Sir Thomas· Webster, 
Bart., (whose descendants still possess it), and .resided afterwards at 
their other seat, ~o"'vdray House near Midhurst, and thither this: 
famous docun1ent was probably carried. Cowdray was destroyed by 
fire in 1793, ,vhen the Roll is presumed to have perished, with every-­
thing else of value ,vhich that lordly edifice contained." 

"LELAND'S COPY." 

"The preference ought unquestionably to be conceded to this copy .. 
John Leland saw and transcril~ed the original; and in the notes to his. 
transcript he notices sorne particular points nrnrked upon the Roll, 
which he also transfers to his copy. There seen1s to be an attempt to 
arrange the names in such a nianner as to make the last syllatle of the 
second pair rhyme with that of the first, and ahm to produce allitera­
tion in the pairs, e. g. 

' Ferers et Foleville. 
Briaunson et Baskeville.' 

'Atnnarille et Deyncourt, 
Bertren1 et Buttcncourt, 
Baird et Biford, 
Bardolf et Basset, 
Deyville et Darcy, 
Py got et Percy, 

Cmuoys et Cmneville, 
Hautein et Hanville, 
vVarennel et "\Vauncy, 
Chauunt et Channey, 
Loveyne et Lascy, 
Graunson et rrracy,' 

1 Some families bearing this name arc unquestionably of ENGLISH origin; from the 
first persons bearing the name having resided near a rabbit-WARREN. 
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' Gurney et Greilly, 
Tregos et Trylly, 
Marney et l\Iaundeville, 
Vipont et U111freville, 
Manley et lYieneville, 
Eurnel et Buttevillain, 
Malebuche et Malen1ayn, 
Morteyne et Mortin1er, 
Con1eyn et Colun1ber, 
St. Cloyis et St. Clere,a 
Otinel et St. ,.rhonier, 

•• 4 

Gorgeise et Go,ver, 
Bruys et Dispenser, 
Lymesey et Latyn1er, 
Boys et Boteler, 
Fenes et Filebert, 
:Fitz Roger et Fitz Robert, 
Martine et Muse, 
St. Ligiere et Ouyncy, 
Crichetot et Creveeuer, 
Morley et Moundeville, 
Baillol et Boundeville, 
Estraunge et Estoteville, 
Mowbray et l\Iorville, 
Viez et Vinoun, 
Andele et Aungelonn, 
Vausteneys et ,vanille, 
Braund et Bay bot', 
Fitz-Alayne et Gilebof, 
Maunys et Maulos, 
Po,veret Panel alias Paignel, 
Tuchet et Trusselle, 
Peche et Peverelle, 
Dau benay et Deverelle, 

l\fohaud et l\Iooun. 
Bigot,1 et Brown,2 
Soucheville Condrey et Colleville, 

I~"erers et Foleville, 
Briaunson et Baskeville, 
N eners et N ereville, 
Chaun1berlayne et Chaumberoun, 

Fitz-Walter et ,verdoun, 
Argenteyn et A venele, 
Ros et Ridel, 
Hasting:> et Haulley, 
Merkenfell et Mourreis, 
Fitz-Phillip et Filiot, 
'I1akel et rralbot, 
Lenias et Levecot, 
'rourbeville et Tiptot, 
Saunzauer et Saundford, 
Mountagne et Mountford, 
Forneux et Furnivaus, 
Vatence et Vaux, 
CJerevals et Clnrel, 
Dodingle et Darel, 
l\!Inntelet et lVIaudiet, 
Chupes et Chaudut, 
Cauntelow et Coubray, 
Sainct 'resc et Saunay, 
Fovecourt et Feniers, 
V'"csay et y·crders, 
Brabason et Bevers, 
Challouns et Chaleys, 
Maihern1er et l\lI U!-\Chet, 

0 ,i 

Baus et Bluet,' 

1 According to Camden tha name of Brn-oo was a sobriquet given to the Normans 
for their profanity,' because at every other word they would swear, BY Gon.' (Remains, 
p. 106,) and hence our word, BIGOT, 

2 This name occurs in most copies of the ROLL, but it would seem to be an interpola­
tion, unless, indeed, it be an English spelling of tho French BRUN. 

3 Some of the Normans 'affecting religion took the name of some Saint.' (Noble, 
pp. 6, 7.) 

4 Sic cum duobus punctis. 

r> The name would seem to be of the local kind, ancl was probably borrowed from 
Hastings in Sussex. This, however, is no argument against the Norman origin of this 
celebrated family, as some Norman grandees took tho nanws of the Seignories given 
them by the Conquoror. 

6 Sic cum puncto sub posteriore parte litera>. m. 
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'Sainct A1nande et Adryelle, 
Ryvers et Ryvel, 
Loveday et Lovel, 
Denyas et Druel, 
1\'Iountburgh et 1\'Iounsorel, 
Maleville et Malet, 
N e·w1narch et N ewbet, 
Corl>y et Corbet, 
Mounfey et 1\iiountfichet, 
Gaunt et Garre, 
Maleberge et Marre, 
Geneville et CHfard, 
Son1eray et Howarde, 
Perot et Pykard, 
Choundoys et Chaward, 
De la Hay et Hounsard, 
Mussegros et Musard, 
Maingun et ~iountravers 
Cresey et Courtney, 
St. Leo et Laseey, 
Bavent et Bassey, 
Lascel et Lovein, 
Thays et Tony, 
Hurel et Husee, 
Longville et Longespe 
De Wake et De-la War, 
De la 1\ilarche et De la Marc, 
Constable et Tally, 

• :'i 

Poynce et Pa veley, 
'ruk et 'raney . ' 
Mall op et Marny, 
Paifrer et Plukenet, 
Bretoune et Blundet, 
Myriet et Morley, 
Tyriet et Turley, 
Fryville et Fressell, 

1 Gage. 

2 Sic cum tribus pnnctis. 

Beke et Biroune, 
Saunz Peur et Fib~ Sin1oun, 
Gaugyl et Gobande, 
Rugetius et Fitz-Bohant, 
Peverel et Fitz-Payne, 

--ger, 
Fitz-Robert et Fitz Aleyne, 

••• 2 

Souley et Soules, 
Bruys et Burgh, 
Neville et N ewpurgh, 
Fitz-,Villiam et Wateville,3 
De la Lau nde et Del Isle, 
Sorel et So1nery, 
St. John et St. Iory, 
Wavile et Warley, 
De la Pole et Pinkeney, 
Mortivous et Mounthensey, 
Mancovenount et Mounpinson, 

Pikard et Pinkado"\vn, 
Gray et Graunson, 
Diseny et Dabernoun, 
1\'Iaoun et Mainard, 
Banestre et Bekard, 
Bealum et Beauchamp, 

• 4: 

Loverak et Longecha1np, 
Bandin et Bray, 
Saluayn et Say, 
Ry et Rokel, 
Fitz- Rafe et Rosel, 
Fitz-Bryan et Bracey, 
Place et Placey, 
Da1nary ot Deveroys, 
Va vasor et W orroys, 6 

Perpounte et Fitz-Peris,' 

13 

:~ The termination YILLE (equivalent to our own TON) wa~ the provelcnt one among 
the Normans. Noble gives the following general rule for ascertaining the district to 
which any particular name in the Roll should be assigned: 'The Norman names end 
chfofly in YTLLE; those of Anjon in LERE; those of Guienne and the bank of the Garonno 
in AC; and tl1ose of Picardy in cou&.' 

4 Sic cum puncto sub posterioro. l. 

n Sic cum puncto sub posteriore parte liter~. m. 

6 The names that contain the letters wand Kare thought to be Flemish-those let­
not to be found in Norman-French. 
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' De la River et Rivell, 
Destranges, et Delatoun, 
Perrers et Pavilloun, 
Vallonis et Vernoun, 
Grymward et Gernoun, 
Herey et Heroun, 
Verdour et Veroun, 
Dalseny et Dautre, 
Mengle et Maufe, 
Galofer et Gubioun, 
Burdet et Baroun, 
Davarenge et Duylly, 
Soverenge et Snylly, 
Kyn1arays et Kyriel, 
Lisours et Longvale, 
Glauncourt et Cluunont, 
Bawdewn et Beaumont1 

Graundyn et Gerdoun, 
Blundel et Burdoun, 
Fitz-Raufz et ~~iliol, 
Fitz-rrhon1as et Tybot, 
Onatule et Cheyni, 
Maulicerer et Mouncey, 
Querru et Coigners, 
Mauclerk et Maners, 
Warde et Werlay, 
Nusetys et Merlay, 
Baray et Breteville, 
Tolimer et rrreville, 
Blounte et Boseville, 
Liffurd et Oseville, 
Benny et Bayville, 
Courson et Courtville, 
Fitz-Morice et St. More, 
Broth et Barbed or, 
Fitz-Hugh et Fitz-Henry, 
Surdevale et Sen °-ryn 

0 ' 

Bascel et Bevery, 
Durant et Doreny, 
Disart et Dorynell, 
Jvlale-R.ake et 1\1:auncel, 
Bun1eville et Bretville, 

1 This is evidently an English name. 

Sesce et Solers, 
Na vim ere et Fi tz-N ele, 
W ayloys et Levele, 
Caumpeneys en Chaunceu~, 
Malebys et Monceus. 
rrhorney et Thornille, 
W ace et W yville, 
Velroys et W acely, 
Pugoys et Paiteny, 
Fitz A viz et Esturmy, 
Watangay et Fitz-Warin, 
Fitz-Raynold et Roselin, 
Baret et Bourt, 
Heryce et Harecourt, 
Venables et Venour, 
Haywardl et Henour, 
Dulce et De la Laund, 
De la Valet et Veylaund, 
De la Plaunce et Puterel, 
Loring et Loterel, 
Fitz-Marmaduk et Montrivel, 
Tinel et Travile, 
Byngard et Bernevale, 
La-M uile et Lo,vnay, 
Damont et Dan1ay1 

•• 3 

Bonet et Barry, 
Avonel et St. Amary, 
Jardyn et Jay, 
Fourys et Tay, 
Airneris et A vereris, 
Vilain et Valeris, 
Fitz-Eustace et Eustacy, 
Mauch es et Massey, 
Brian et Bidin, 
lVIovet et St. Martine, 
Vernoun et Waterville, 
,v errnely et W arr1erville, 

u. 
Broy et Brmnville, 

•• 4 

Bleyn et Briecourt,' 

2 Verstegan is of opinion that the prefix FITZ originated in Flanders. It is remark­
able that it does not occur in the ancient chronicles of that country. (Noble.) 

3 Sic cum duobus punctis. 

4- Sic cum duob1:1s punctis. 



ROLL OF BATTEL ABBEY. 

HAMELINE et Hareville, 
De la Huse et How el, 
Fingez et Coruyele, 
Chartres et Chenil, 
Belew et Bertine, 
Mrugysir et Mau veysin, 
Angers et Angewyne, 
'Tolet et Tisoun, 
Fermbaud et Frisoun, 

• • l 
.St. Barbe et Sageville.'" 

rrarteray et Chercourt, 
Oysel et Oliford, 
1\-Iaulovel et Maureward, 
Kanoes et Keveters, 
Loif et Lyn1ers, 
Rysers et Reynevile, 
Busard et Belevile, 
Rivers et Ripers, 
Perechay et Perers, 
Fichent et Tri vent, 

16 

In Halinshed's copy of the Battel Abbey Roll, which is in English, 
.appears the name of HAMELIN. 

A companion record is found in France in the roll in the church in 
Dives, a copy of which is found in" rrhe Driver Fan1ily," page 497: 

"rrHE ROLL IN THE CHURCH OF DIVES, NORMANDY." 

OJ' the Omnpanions of Willirnn in. the Conquest of England, in 1066 by 
M. LEOPOLP DELISLE, lJtlernber o.f the //'1·ench Society of A.rchreology, 
as found in B-urke! s '' Viciss'itudes of Families," Yol. Ill, p. 423. 

DIVES, a s1nall town close to the sea-coaL,t, in the Department of 
Calvados, in Norn1andy. This town of Dives is of high note in French 
anci English history, for it--was nigh to it, at the n1outh of the Dive, 
that William the Conqueror and his con1panions in arms niet for the 
subjugation of England. Dives, in the eleventh century, was one of 
the chief ports of the Duchy of Norn1andy. A fete was here given, in 
August, 1862, to affix in the old church there a new and carefully com­
piled list of the co1npanions of Willian1 the Conqueror, in his con­
quest of England, in 1066,-a cmupanion record to that of Battle 
Abbey, with this difference: the latter being the roll of those who 
actually fought at Hastings, while the one at Dives is that of those 
who actually fought nt H:u,tings, while the one at Dives is that of 
those ,vho assen1bled for the expedition, and were otherwise engaged in 
furthering the Conquest. rrhis Roll was erected by the French Society 
of Arclueology in August, 1862, with pennh;sion of Mgr. Didiot, Bishop 
of Bayeux, M. de Caun1ont being Director of the Society, M. the Abbe 
Renier, \Ticar of Dives, and M. le Cmute Foucher de Cariel, Men1ber of 
the Conseil-General for the Canton.'' 

1 Sic cum duobus punctis. 



16 rrHE HAMLIN FA1VIILY. 

'Achn.rd d' f ,Ti. 
Aroul d' I vri. 
Aitard de ·vaux. 
Alan1 Le Roux. 
Amauri de Dreux. 
Anquetil de Cherbourg. 

'' de Grai. 
'' de Ros. 

Anscoul de Picquigne. 
Ansfroi de Corrueilles. 

" de Vaubadon. 
Ansger de Montaign. 

" de Henarpont. 
Ansgot. 
Ansgot de Ros. 
Arno1ll d' Ardre. 

" de Perci. 
" de Hesdin. 

Aubert Greslet. 
Auhri de Couci. 

" de Ver. 
Auvrai Le Breton. 
Auvrai d'Espagne. 

" Merteberge. 
" de rranie. 

Azor. 
Baudouin de Colombieres. 

'' Le Flan1and. 
'' de Meules. 

Berenger Giffltrd. 
'' de rroeni. 

Bernard d' Alencon. 
" du Neufn1arche. 
'' Pancevolt. 
" de Saint-Owen. 

Bertran de Verdu. 
Beuselin de Dive. 
Bigot de Loges. 
Carbonnel. 
David d' Argentun. 
Dren de la Beuvriere. 

" de Montaigu. 
Durand l\Ialet. 
Ecouland. 
Engenouf de L' Aigle. 
Enguerrand de Raimbeaucourt. 
Erneis de Buron. 
Etienne de Fontenai. 

Ende Cmnte de Cha1npagne~ 
Ende, eYeqne de Bayeux. 

" Cul-de-Loup. 
'' le Flarnand. 
'' de Fourneaux. 
'' Le Senechal. 

Eustace, C01nte de Boulogne .. 
Foucher de Paris. 
Fouq ue de Lisors. 
Gautier d' Appeville. 

'' Le Bourguignon. 
'' de Caen. 
" de ClaYille. 

" de Douai. 

" Giffard. 

" de Grancourt. 

" Hachet. 

" Hense. 

" d'Tncourt. 

" de Laci. 

" de Mucedent .. 

" d' Onion tville. 

" de Rh;hou. 

" de Saint-Valeri .. 
" rrirel. 
'' de Vernon. 

Geoffi·oi Alselin. 

" Bainard. 

" du Bee. 

" de Carnbrai. 

" de la Guierche .. 

" Le 1\tlarechal. 

" de Mandeville .. 

" Martel. 

" Maurouard. 

" de l\ion tbrai. 

" C01nte du Pcrche. 
I( de Pierrepont.. 

" de Ros. 

" de Runneville. 

" Talbot. 
" de 1\rnrnai. 
" de Trell i. 

Gerbourd Le FhtH1and. 
Gilbert Le Blond. 

" 
" 

de Blossville. 
de Bretteville. 
de Bueti .. ' 
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'Oilhert de Collt•ville. Guillaunie de Pau1uerai. 

" de Gand. " Le bespensier. 

" Uihard. " de Durville. 

" l\1alet. " d'Ecouis. 

" l\1an1inot. " Espec. 

" 'fison. " d'Eu. 

" de Venables. " Co1nte d'Evreux. 

" de ,visi-mnt. " cle Falaise. 
Gonfroi de Cioches. " de Fecarnp. 

" l\laudit. " Folet. 
Goscelin de Corrneilles. " de la Foret. 

" de Douai. " de Fougeres. 

" de La Riviere. " r . 1 rmssart. 
Goubert d' Aufai. " Uoulaffre. 

'' de Beau ,~ais. " de Letre. 
Guernon de Pcii-;. " de Loucelles. 
Gui de Craon. " Lou,~ct. 

" de Rahnbeaucourt. " Malet. 

" de Rainecourt. " de l\1alleville. 
Guillaun1e Ali:,;. " de la 1\1:are. 

" d' Ansleville. " l\:1au benc. 

" L'Archer. " l\Iauduit. 

" d' Arques. " de Moion. 

" de .A.udrieu. " de Monceaux. 

" de L'Aune. " de Noyers. 

" Basset. " fils d'Osberne. 

" Belet. " Pantoul. 

" de Beaufou. " de Parthenai. 

" Bertran1. " Peche. 

" de Biville. " de Perci. 

" Le Blond. " Pevrel. 

" Bon valet. " de Picq uigni. 

" du Bose. " Poignant. 

" du Bosc-Roard. " de Poillei. 

" de Bourneville. " Le Poitevin. 

" de Bral. " clc Pont-de-L' Arche. 

'' dP Briouse. " (.iuesnel. 

'' <le Bursigni. " de Reviers. 

" <k Cnhaignes. " de Rept-Meules. 

" d<:• Cn~lli. " 'railkbois. 

" de Cairon. " de 'rocni. 

" de Cardon. " de Vatteville. 

" de Carnet. " de \Tauville. 

" de Castillon. " de Ver. 

" de Ceauce. " de \Tesli. 

" La Chevre. " ,varenne. 

" de Colleville. Guimond de Blangi. 

" de Corbon. " de Tessel.' 
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' Guineboud de Balon. 
Guinemar Le Flamand. 
HAMELIN DE BALON. 
Hamon Le Senechal. 
Hardouin d'Ecalles. 
Hascouf Musard. 
Henri de Beaurnont. 

" de Ferrieres. 
Herman de Dreux. 
Herve Le Berruier. 

" d'Espagne. 
" d'Helion. 

Honfroi d' Ansleville. 
" de Biville. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

de Bohon. 
de Carteret. 
de Culai. 
de L'Ile. 

'' du Tillieul. 
'' Vis-de-Loup. 

Huard de Vernon. 
Hubert de Mont Canisi. 

'' de Port. 
Hugue L'Ane. 

'' d' A vranches. 
'' de Beauchamp. 
'' de Bernie res. 
" du Bois Hebert. 
" de Bolbec. 
'' Bourdet. 
" de Brebeuf. 

" de Corbon. 

" de Doi. 

" le Fla1nand. 

" de Gournai. 

" de Granteinesnil. 

" de GuideYille. 

" de Hode:-..1c. 

" de Hotot. 

" d'Ivri. 

" de Laci. ,, de 1Yiaci. 

" Man1inot. 

" de Manneville. 

" de La Mare. 

" Mautravers. 

" de Mobec. 

" de Montfort. 

Hugue de ~Iontgommeri. 
" Musard. 
'' de Port. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

de Rennes. 
de Saint-Quentin. 
Silvestre. 
de Vesli. 

" de Viville. 
II bert de Laci. 

'' de Toeni. 
Ive Taillebois. 
'' de Vesci. 

J osce Le Flamand. 
J uhel de Toen. 
Lanfranc. 
1Yiathieu de 1\'Iortagne. 
Mauger de Carteret. 
Maurin de Caen. 
Mill Crespin. 
Murdac. 
Neeld' Aubigni. 

'' de Berville. 
" Fossard. 
'' de Gournai. 
" de Munneville. 

N or1nand d' Adreci. 
Osberne d' Arques. 

" du Breuil. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

d'Eu. 
Giffhrd. 
Pastforeire. 
du Quesnai. 

" du Saussai. 
'' de Wanci. 

Osmond. 
Osn1ont de Vaubadon. 
Ours d' Abbetot. 

'' de Bercheres. 
Picot. 
Pierre de ·vulognes. 
Rahier d' Avre. 
Raoul d' Aunou. 

" Baignard. 

" de Bans. 
" de Bapaumes. 

" Basset. 

" de Beaufou. 

" de Bernai.' 
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' Raoul Blouet. Richard de Beaun1ais. 

" Botin. " de Bienfaite. 

" de La Bruiere. " de Bondeville. 

" de Chartres. " de Courci. 

" de Colo1nbieres. " d'Engagne. 

" de Conteville. " L'Estourn1i. 

" de Courbepine. " Fresle. 

" Le Estourmi. " de Meri. 

" de Fougeres. " de N en ville. 

" Framan. " Po:gnant. 

" de Gael. " de Riviers. 

" de Hanville. " de Sacq uen ville. 

" de L'lle. " de Saint Clair. 

" de Languetot. " de Sourdeval. 

" de Limesi. " 'ralbot. 

" de Marci. " de Vatteville. 

" de Morterner. " de Vernon. 

" de Noron. Richer d' Andeli. 

" d'Ouilli. Robert d' Armentieres. 
"' Painel. " d' Auberville. 

" Pinel. " d'Aumale. 

" Pipin. " de Barbes. 

" de La Pon1n1eraie. " Le Bastard. 

" du Quesnai. " de Beaumont. 

" de Saint-Sanson. " Le Blond. 

" du 8at1ssai. " Blouet. 

" de Savigni. " Bourdet. 

" Taillebois. 
,, de Brix. 

" du Theil. " de Buci. 

" de Toeni. " de Chandos. 

" de Tourlaville. " Corbet. 

" de rrourneville. " de Courcon. 

" rrranchard. " Cruel. 

" fils d'Uuspac. " Le Despensier. 

" Vis-de-loup. " Comte d'Eu. 
Ravenot. " Fron1entin. 
Renaud de Bailleu!. " fl.ls de Geroud. 

" Croc. " de Glanville. 

" de Pierrepont. " Guernon. 

" de Sainte-Helene. " de Harcourt. 

" de 'rorteval. " de Lorz. 
Renier de Brin10u. " l\tlalet. 
Renouf de Colon1belles. " Cornte de 1feulan. 

" Fhnnbard. " de Montbrai. 

" Pevrel. " de Montfort. 

" de Saint Waleri. " Comte de l\tlortain. 

" de Vaubadon. " des Moutiers. 
Richard Basset. " Murdac.' 
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'Robc·rt d'C ui.lli. 

" de Pierrepont. 

" de Pontchardon. 

" de Rhuddlan. 

" de Ronienel. 

" de Saint-Leger. 

" de ,..rhaon. 

" de rroeni. 

" de Vatteville. ,, des Vaux. 

" de Vecl. 

" de Vesli. 

" de Villon. 
Roger d' Ahernon. 

" Arundel. 

" cl' Auberville. 

" de Bean111ont. 

" Bigot, 

" Boissel. 

" de Bo8c-~ oruuind. ,, 
de Bose Roard. 

" de Bn•teuil. 

" cle Bulli. 

" de Carteret. 

" de Chandos. 

" Corut't. 

" de Conrcelles. 

" d'EYreux. 

" d'I,Ti. 

" de Laci. 

" de Lisieux. 

" de 1\fenles. 

" de 1\iontgo1nn1eri. ..__ -

" de Moyaux. 

" de l\'lussegros. 

" de Oistrehan1. 

" d'Orbec. 

" Picot. 

" de Pistres. 

" Le Poitevin. 

" de Raines. 

" de Saint-Gern1nin. 
" de Sonuneri. 

Ruand l' Adon be. 
Seri d' Auberville. 
Serlon de Burci. 

Rerlon de Ros. 
Sigar de Cioches. 
Rin1on de Senlis. 
rrhierri Pointel. 
rrihel de Herion. 
rroustain. 
'fnrold. 

" de Gienteville. 
" de Papelian. 

Tnrstin de Gneron. 
" Mantel. 

" 
" 
'' 

de Sainte-Helene. 
tils de Rou. 
r-rinel. 

Yauquelin de Rosai. 
Yital. 
,vadard. 

])' ~-\UYrecher d' Angerville_ 
De Bailleul. 
De Briqueville. 
Daniel. 
BaYent. 
De Clinchainps. 
De Courcy. 
De Vicomte. 
De Tournehut. 
De Tilly. 
Danneville. 
D' Argouges. 
lYAuvay. 
De Canon ville. 
De CusRy. 
De Fribois. 
D'Hericy. 
D' Houdetot. 
De Nlathan. 
De• l\f onttiquet. 
I>'Orglandc•. 
Du l\Ierle. 
De ,..rouchet. 
Dt' ,.,.. enois. 
De Saint-Gern1ain. 
De Saint-1\Iarie. 
D' Aignaux.' '' 
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Another early record of the na1ne is to be found in the '' Don1sday 
Book" of England. 'l"'his great work was ordered to Le cmupiled by 
"7"illian1 the Conqueror, and was con1pleted about 1086. It consisted of 
the surveys of the lauds of England, ·which he had conquered from the 
Saxons; and their distriLution to his follo-\vers. It was written in Nor­
man I~"rench. rrranslations of this work are to be found in some of the 
large libraries of this country. 

In a History of the 8ubtub~ of Exetl'r, England, published in Lon­
don in 18U2, by Charles '\Vorthy, Esquire, is found a chapter on the 
Han1lyn Fmnily, containing n1any references to ancient farnily records 
and other n1atters of great interest, which is here pro<l.twed at length: 

" '!''HE H .... --\..1\ILYN FA:l\1IILY." 

"Certain lands in Holcmnbe Burnell were purchased ,vith rnoney 
given for that purpose by Roger Hmnlyn, .John Bliss, Hoger Bliss and 
Ann Lmnbshead and Fidelis Htoyle, between the years 1H28 and 1673; 
the said lands to be 'for the use of the parish for eYer.' At one tirne 
the rent of these lands scen1s to haYe been devotect to the repair of the 
church, but the CoBnnissioners were of opinion that they should be 
applied for the benefit of the poor. 

A branch of the Hmnlyn fmnily were long re:-1ident in this parish, 
and also in the neighboring ones of 8t. rrhonrns and St. Leonard; in 
the latter, they were settled at Lnrk beare fron1 a Yery early date. 

Jun1e8 Hmnlin, of' Alphington, died in 1G25, and, three yen.rs 
later, Roger Hmiilyn m, shown above, was a Lenefactor to the poor of 
his parish. rrhey wen• cadets of the ancient house of Han1lyE

1 
the 

hh;tory of which is eoeYal with all that iH actually authentic in the 
history of this county, und the earliest docun1entary evidence in exist­
ence hears record to the high social position of the Harnlyns, not only 
in Devorn,hire, Lut in nmny other Englh;h counties as well, although it 
is possible, and Yery probable, that the only conuection between the 
Hm11lyns of the west and those of otht'l' parts of England consisted in 
identity of nmHe. 

rrhis, like nmn~· other English sunHllllL's, was evidently· derived 
fron1 thl'ir habitation in a watered ndky; 'hmn' and' lyuna,' being 
both Saxon tern1s expres:-;iYe of the honie by the pool or water; and 
thus we get the Gern1an 'Hanielin,' or the town on the riYer Hmnel. 

lt has Let'll thought that the earliest l'l'eonl of 'Hauieliu' in this 
count;)'· occurs in a Saxon deed, quoted by Hisdon; but, fr0111 the 
occurrenec in it of such 1uuHe:-; as 'Yetl'l'i p011t' and ' Lauucels,' this 
deed ,va8 evidently executed after the :Xorllwn Conquest, and there 
can Le no douLt as to the identity of the particular 'Han1elin' who 
witnessed it, a:-; I Hhall he able preHently to sh<nv. 

rrhe nmne of ' H:unelin ' occurs in several copies of the ' Battel 
Abbey Roll,' and so doe~ that of 'Baylon' or 'Balun;' and it is 
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well known that the Conqueror's army was 1nade up of Continental 
adventurers, and was by no means restricted to his Nor1nan subjects. 
Amongst his followers were many Germans, and it would seein certain, 
therefore, that the Hamelins themselves ·were of the latter race and 
were nourished upon the banks of the river Hamel, and were subse­
quently known as 'The Hamlins,' just as we should speak now of 
' The Scotch ' and ' The Irish,' in reference to the constituent parts 
of a modern army. 

The town of Hamlin, in Lower Saxony, is seated at the confluence 
of the Hamel and Weser, and is twenty-two miles distant from Han­
over; and it is only thus that the numerous Hamlins or Hamlyns, who 
settled in England and became simultaneously possessed of land imme­
diately after the Conquest, in this and other counties, can be supposed 
to have originated. 

We find them settled at very early dates in Leicestershire, War­
wickshire, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Rutland; 
and that they founded families, henceforth known as ' Ha1nlyn,' and 
trans1nitted to then1 their lands and houses, through long succeeding 
ages, is abundantly evident from our public records; an enormous mass 
of ,vhich have been carefully examined for the purpose of this short 
history of the Han1lyn faniily. Thus in 1-74, William Hamlin was 
appointed to the custody of Leicestershire and Warwick. John Ha1n­
lyn was paymaster and leader of the levies in Shropshire and at Staf­
ford, in 1314. Soon after Geoffry Hamlin had a com1nission to protect 
the Price of Wales ( The Black Prince), in Gascony. 

The two n1ost hnportant Hanilyns of the Eleventh century, were 
the two whose nan-ies are nientioned in the Battel Abbey Roll, who 
were quite possibly brothers, were kno-wn respectively as 'Hame­
line,' and 'Hanieline de Balun.' rrhe latter, known usually as 'The 
Sire de Bayloun,' had doubtless been a n1an of son1e hnportance in the 
diocese of lVIons, where the French to"rn of Ballan is situated, and had. 
n1ost probably n1igrated there froni Gerniany at smne period anterior to 
the Conquest. King William gave hhn the territory of Ober-Went, in 
Monn10uthshire, and he built the Castle of Bergavenny by his royal 
n1aster's orders. He lived until the latter end of the reign of William 
Rufus, but died childless. He left the whole of his property to his 
nephe,v Brian, son of his sister Lucy, ,vhm,e two sons were leapers. 
~rhe1:efore this Brian settled his lands upon his cousin, 'Walter of 
0-louster,' then High Constable of England. 

rrhe son of the latter was created Earl of Hereford, but his n1ale line 
failed, and one of his three daughters becan1e the wife of Sir William 
Braosc. rrheir deseendant, Eva Braose, n1arried Willia1n de Cantilupe, 
,vho had then ~ucceeded the other 'Hmnelin,' n1entioned in the Bat­
tel Abbey Roll, in the Lordship of Broadhen1pston, which was a rather 
singular coincidencP. 

And it is now tinie to return to this 'other Han1elin,' for ,vith his 
nainesake elsewhere we have really nothing whatever to do, aJthough 
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it has seemed to me necessary to refer to them, in order to account for 
the frequent recurrence of the name in Ancient records. 

'Hamelin,' of Devonshire and Cornwall, called in Domesday, 
'Hamelin us,' ,vas the ancestor of our Devonshire Hamlyns. He 
most probably carne to Corn,vall in the immediate train of Robert, 
Earl of Mortaigne, the half-brother of William I. This Robert was 
created Earl of Cornwall, and it was in Cornwall that by far the 
greater portion of Hamelin's property was situated. 

In that county, either under the king or under the earl, he held 
twenty-two important manors in 1086. Smne of his posterity remained 
in Cornwall, whilst others settled in Devonshire. Of the former it will 
be enough to say that, like their Devonshire kinsmen, they always 
occupied good social positions, as shown by patent and subsidy rolls, 
parliamentary writs and similar undeniable evidences. Thus, Hame­
lin was Reeve of Launceston in 1207. Albert and Richard Hamlyn 
both occur n1ore than a hundred years later in Cornish records. 

But I n1ust still confine myself to Devonshire. In this county, 
'Ha1nelinus' is shtnvn by ' Domesday' to have held hh, land 
entirely under the Earl of Mortaigne, and it consisted of Manors of 
Broadhempston and of Alwington, ,vhich latter is the property referred 
to in the' Saxon deed,' I have cited above. 

The entry in the ]1:xchequer copy of the Survey proves that' Hame­
linus' held Broadhempston-' Hamistone,' as it was then called, 
'under the Earl, 1 and that it was taxed for two hides of land, which 
could be worked by ten ploughs, and that he hin1self farn1ed for two 
ploughs. 

He had on this property three serfs, ten villeins or s1nall fariners, 
nine cottagers. rrhe rnanor consisted of four acres of n1eadow, ten of 
pasture and twelve of ,vood. In the reign of Edward the Confessor, 
·when Ordulf the Saxon owned it, it was worth forty shillings per an­
nun1.; it had increased in value, under N orn1an rule to sixty shillings. 

Upon the Manor of Alwir.1gton, Hainelin had ten serfs, fifteen villeins 
and fifteen cottagers. rrhis latter estate-, ho,vever, soon passed to the 
Coffins, whose representatives, in the female line, are still settled at 
Portledge. 

But although the Hmulyns (I shall henceforth adopt the n1odern 
spelling of their n:une) Boon disappeared fron1 both their original settle­
ments in this county, yet they shnultnneously acquired other possessions 
in the innnediate neighllorhood: and that this was effected by exchange 
of land is certain, fron1 the fact that, in their fresh acquisitions, they 
continued to hold under the san1e lord paran10unt. 

1."hus, the Han1lyns of "\:Videcon1be ,vho 1nay he considered the heads 
of the fan1ily, obtained their first property in thut parish h,v barter with 
Richard, the son of Turold, ·who held.the Widecmnbe Manor of Nats­
worthy under the Earl, as did Erchenbold, the Manor of Bratton, near 
Alwington, ,vhich, at about the sa1ne period (1187-1200) also passed to 
Han1lyn. 



24 'fHE HAl\ILIN F.A.l\IIL 1~. 

The descendants of the first Han1lyn of Widec01nbe and Bratton 
·were Yery nu1Herous, and spread consequently into nu1nerous 
branches. On<:.• of the n10Bt in1portant of these settled in the hundred 
of Wonford, and the fifth in descent fron1 'Han1elinus,' of D0111esday 
was Richard Hainlyn, of vVonford, "·ho flourished between the years 
1166-1216. He was the father of 'Han1lyn of vVonford' ,vho resided 
at Larkbeare, as shown by the 'Fines,' 3d Henry III, and also of 
Hamlyn, surnan1ed the 'Harper,' of Hill, in the parir,;h of Holne. 
Hamlyn of Larkbeare was the ancestor of the Hmnlyrn; of Exeter, St 
Thoniar,; and Alphington. 'fhose of Exeter, in the course of years pros­
pered in rnercantile pursuits, and gaYe n1ayors to that clty, and filled 
other rnunicipal offices, and from then1 is descended the present 
'Squire' of Paschoe·, in ColelJrook, and of Lee "\Vood, in the parh;h of 
Bridestow. 

It is shown by the sul>sidy rolh; of 14th Henry VIII, that Henry 
Hamlyn of Exeter, 'l1hmnas Han1lyn of 'l1otnes, and Richard Ha1nlyn 
of Widecon1be, all held lands at that tin1e of oYer -!O per annun1 rental. 

Hmnlyn, surnanied the ' Harper,' i:; shown to ha Yl' Leen the son of 
Richard Haiulyn, of Wonford, by the Fine rolls; and Hill, the estate 
upon which he was l".lettled, renwined in the hands of his descendants 
until a few years ago, when it was sold by the father of l\Irs. vVilliam 
Han1lyn, of" Buckfastleigh, the present owner of Littlecon1 lie. He was 
the grandfather of Sir Wil~ian1 'Han1ly11 de Deandon,' called by Pole 
the son of' "\Villian1 (Han1lyn) de Deandon,' who was certainly his 
heir, and also of \,\,.,.alter Hu1nly11, of Widecmul>e, who, with Alice his 
wife, it-, nientioned in a legal agree1nent of the 32d Henry I I I. 

Sir ,Yillimn Hmnlyn de Dem1do11, an estate in "\Videcon1be, which 
had been purchm;ed of the Pon1l•roys, ·was ahm tlw owner of Bratton. 
He was one of the knights appointed to nwke a return of the great 
assize for DeYon, ~4th Henry III. He had no male issue, but his 
brother, \\:rillimH Hanllyn, already 111entioned, carried on the line, 
and was the father of \Villian1 Hm11lyn, of Dunstone (ARsiie Rolls, 
34th Edward I); of John Hmnlyn, of Chittleford ( (;oiuuge Holls, 31st 
Edward I); of Hugh Hmnlyn and Roger I-Imulyn, both of Corndon, all 
estateH in Widecon11Je Pal'ish; and. of Rol>ert Hmnlyn, lVI. P., for 'fot­
nes in 1311. Sir vVillimn Hanilyn of l~eaudon had unotlwr l>rother, 
who was ancestor of the Hennock brunch of th<:.' fmnily. 

[ should here reBiark that Hmnlyn of Lnrkbeare, brother of Hmn­
lyn the 'Hurpt•r,' of Holne, waF: the father of ~ir .John I-In1nlyn, 
who:-:e ~011, Sir Osbert Hnnilyn, !~night, of LarklJeare, rnarried Matil­
da, daughter and co-heir of Sir\\ illim11 Pi1rnn.l, of l~lakcdon I>ipard, in 
Widcc·mnbe Parish, and who ,nts attainted for high trct1son in 1~70. 

"\Villian1 I-Imnl:yn, of Duustone, failed to nrn•m·er the plea of Jeffry 
J>on1e1oy in lmJ.S, who~e ance~tor, "\\.illim11 de Pmuero;y, had held Dun­
stone at the period of the Don1esday surYey. 

He left a son, John Harnlyn, also of Dunstone, ,vhose deEcendant, 
also called John of l.Junstone, is 1nentioned in the coinage Rolls of 1412, 
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and was the grandfather of John Han1lyn, mentioned in the san1e 
Rolls of 1442. His son, Robert, of Dunstone, 6th Henry \.,.II, was the 
father of Richard Hamlyn, of Dunstone, who succeeded to his inherit­
ance in 1506 and died in 1,522. 

He had four sons, Rouert, Richard, rrhmrn.1,s and John. Of these 
Richard Hmnlyn was the ancestor of those of his nan1e, long settled at 
Southl'ou11Jc, in "\Yideconie. Thonrns ,vas of 8pitchwick, in Wide­
con1be. and of Littlecmube, in Holne. He was buried at "\Videcon1be in 
in 1,57-1- and fron1 hin1 descended the Han1lyus of Higher Ash, Low.er 
Ash, and Lake. rro hiu1 I shall have to refer again. 

Hobert I-Ian1lyn "·as elckst son and and heir of Richard. He recov­
ered Dunstoue in 1.52:!, 14th I-Ienry VIII, on his father's death and is 
shown by the inquisition, taken after his own death, 3d and 4th Philip 
and l\Iary, to have owned Chittleford, Scobetor, \.,.enton and Dunstone, 
in vVidecon1be; Dawnton, in lluckfastleigh, as ,vell as land in Doddis­
con1ulcigh. He died on the 6th of April, 1556. 

His third son, Richard, settled at Dawnton, in Buckfastleigh. His 
gr:.u1d:::;m1, \Yaltl•r Hmnlyn, of Buckfnstkigh, was the direct ancestor of 
~ralter Hmnlyn, of \Yooder, in \Yi(leeornl>e, whose ,vill, }HOved 1760, 
is sealed with the aneient nrn1s of the l-Iau1ly11 fan1ily. 

Hobert HmHlyn, of Chittkford, elde:-;t son and heir of Hobert, was 
ancestor of vVillim11, posthun10us :-:on of \Villian1 Hnn1lyn, of Uunstone, 
"rho died in 173U. He sold that ancient fmnily property, and died 
in 1782. 

I-Iis uncle, Hugh I-Ianllyn, was :-;cttled on the l\Ianor of Blaclu;lnde. 
rrhe second son of I-I ugh, John 1-lmulyu, Lorn at \Vhkeon1Le, 1788, sold 
his property in thnt parish, atHl re1110Yctl to Brent. His son, .Joseph 
Hauil~yn, purcfra1--ed laud in Huckfastleigh, and died in 18UU. 

He fou1Hled the woolen uw11ufaetory there, afterwards carried on by 
his sons,· Jrn-'.eph, .) ohn and \Villi:.u11, and which has since cleYeloped 
into the gTl•at fin11 known as fimnlyn Brothers, the affilirs of which 
arc now co111lucted by J a111l•s, .:, oseph and vVillian1 Hmnlyn. 

rrhese ge11tk111e11, with their urothcrs, .John, rrhorrrns and Hugh, are 
the sons of the aforsaid \Villimu Ha111lyn, by his n1arriage ,vith Mary, 
daughter of his kins11w11, .J mnes Hantlyn, of 8huttaford, Hill and Lit­
tlec0111be, in the parish of l:lolne, and the direct descendant of rrhmnas 
Han1lyn, ~011 of Hi elm rd who llictl in 15:2.~, and urother of Hobert Hun1-
lyn, of Du11st011e. 

1 t will uc sl•en that fron1 the period of the N ornmn Conquest to the 
present tilnc, the 11wi11 l>raneh of the l-Imnlyn forrlily haxe always Leen 
largl' lando,n1l'rs ill this district, and that it is n1orcover in a great 
degree dul• to their clll·rgy, that the woolen trade, the old staple indus­
try of the l'.ouuty, and especially of the city of Exeter, and which ·was 
originally introduced and fostered Ly the Cistercian n1onks, still flour­
ished in the valleJ' of the Durt. 

Of their ancient property at ,videcornbe, Lo,ver Ash yet IJelongs to 
the family, although it has very recently passed to an heir fen1ale. 
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Littlecombe is still the property of Mrs. William Hamlyn, the elder, as 
I have remarked already. 

Sir John Hamlyn, of Larkbeare, father of Sir Osbert, ,vas at Bour­
oughbridge in 1322, and his arms are duly recorded upon the roll of the 
Knights present at that historic contest: 'Gules, a lion rampant, 
ermine, crowned, or.' 

This short sketch of the Hamlyns would be incomplete without 
some reference to the branch of the family which long flourished in 
much repute in Woolfardisworthy. They seem to have descended 
from .John, fourth son of Richard Hamlyn, of Widecombe, and brother 
to Robert and Thomas, paternal and maternal ancestors of the present 
family of Buckfastleigh,. 

The first Hamlyn of this parish, William Hamlyn, was of Mersh­
well, and his ar1ns as previously blazoned, ,vere on two shields in 
painted glass in one of the windows at Mersh well, with the date 1,540. 
William Hamlyn ,vas born in 1540, and buried at Woolfardisworthy 
in 1597. By his wife, Agnes Yeo, of Stratton, he had a son, William,. 
whose son William, of Mershwell, was baptized at Woolfardisworthy, 
on the 21st day of October, 1579. His son, Willian1 Hamlyn, married 
Gertrude Cary, and was buried in 1708. He had issue by her fourteen 
children, and at his death his son Zachary Hamlyn, of ·whon1. there 
was a fine painting by Highn1ore, engraved by Ardell, succeeded to 
Mershwell. 

He was admitted a member of Lincoln Inn, but never n1arried. Be­
fore his death he had realized a large fortune, and he purchased the 
Clovelly Estate of the Cary fan1ily in 1729. This, with other property, 
he settled by ,vill in 1758, on his grand-nephew, J an1es Hammett, eld­
est son of his nephew, Richard Han1n1ett, ,vhose n1other had been his. 
sister, 'fhon1azin Hamlyn. The picture of Zachary Hamlyn ,vas de­
stroyed by fire at Clovelly House in 1789. He recorded his pedigree at 
Herald's College but did not carry it further back than the William 
Han1lyn I have mentioned as buried at W oolfardisworthy in 1597. 

Richard Ha1nmett's eldest son, Ja1nes Hammett, upon wh,,om tlie 
property ,vas settled, took the na1ne of Hamlyn by act of Parliament, 
in 1760, and was created a Baronet in 1795. He died in 1811. He mar­
ried Arabella, daughter and heir of 'rhomas Williarns, of London, and. 
had issue, Jarnes, who in 1798 assumed the additional surna1ne of Will-­
iams. He was succeeded in 1829 by his son, J a1nes Hainlyn-Willian1s, 
as third Baronet, who married Lady Mary, fourth daughter of Hugh,. 
first Earl Fortesque. 

They had no 1nale issue, and the eldest daughter, Susan Hester, suc­
ceeded to the Clovelly property. She married Lieut. Col. Fane, ,vho, 
took the additional name of Harr1lyn, and had one son, Neville Batson 
Hamlyn-Fane, born 1858, and three daughters. 

As might naturally be expected, there are frequent mention of the 
Harnlyns in old parochial and municipal records, apart from the­
public documents, ,vhich I have already said have been thoroughly 
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examined for the purposes of this history. I rnay add that William 
Hamlyn was M. P. for Totnes as far back as 1260; and that the ancient 
family of Monk, anciently Le Moyne, of Potheridge, quartered the 
Hamlyn arms in right of marriage of their ancestor, Adam Le Moyne, 
with the daughter and heir of Hamlyn, of Cockington. Adam 
Le Moyne was the great grandson of Hugh Le Moyne, of Poth­
eridge, te:mp. Henry I. The great grandson of Adam, also called 
Hugh, lived 3d Edward I, and was the direct ancestor of General 
Monk, born at Potheridge on the 6th of December, 1608, and subse­
quently Duke af Albemarle. 

The pedigree of Hamlyne, of Widecombe and Buckfastleigh, from 
the Richard Hamlyn who died, 1522, appears in Colonel Vivian's edi­
tion of the Herald's Visitations of Devon." 

The foregoing records are proof that the family have been continu­
ous in England, from the time of William the Conqueror to the pr~s-­
ent time; other records and information corroborate it. 

Mr. H. G. Son1erby, London, about 1849, made some researches in 
England for the late David Hamblen, of Boston, which ,vill be found 
instructive and intere!-1.ting. 

Fron1 Nichol's History of Leicestershire: 

'' In the year 1240 Ralph Hamelin had sorne ploughlands at Wy­
mondham which paid 32d to the Sheriff aid. 

By an undated French deed (about 1285) Robert Paynell confirrr1s to 
John Han1elin of Wyndham, and his heirs a virgate and half of land. 

In 1286 Hugh Ha1nelin was rector of the church at Wyndham; 
died 1316. 

In 1290 William Han1elin held lands in Saxelby (Saxeby?) Wynd­
han1 and Thorpe. 

In 1297 John Harnelin held half a Knight's fee and the tenth part of­
one other Knight's fee in Wymondhan1, of Edn1und, Earl of Lancas­
ter, the King's brother, deceased, by homage and suit of court; also, 
that Sir William de Harnelin held half a Knight's fee in Wyn1ondham 
aforesaid, of the said earl, by hon1age and suit of court. 

In 1303, .John de Hamelin and John. de Tateshall held the third part 
of one Knight's fee, with the appurtenances in Smnerby, Bury, Dal­
by, Parva and Boston St. Lazarus, of Robert de rrateshaH, deceased, 
and it was worth 60s. 

Feb. 12, 1303, King Edward I granted to .John Hainelin and his 
heirs a weekly market on tuesdays, and a yearly fair on the eve and 
day of St, Peter and St. Paul, to be held at the nuinor of ,vymondha1n, 
in the county of Leicester. 

In 4th Edward I Willian1 Han1elin was sheriff' of the Counties of 
Leicester and Lincoln. 
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A Chantry was founded in 1:-12-;, in St. Peter':-; chapel, at Querden 
by Sir John Ha1nelin, ,vho endowed it with lands at ,vymondha1n. 

In 1309 Sir .John Harnelin of Wy1nondlutn1 i1npleaded~ Roger de 
Derle and others of Stapleford, for breaking down a wall at Wy1nond-

EFFIGY OF SIR JOHN HAMELIN, IN CHURCH 

AT WVMONDHAM, t.NG. 

han1, ,vhich Sir .John Hmnelin declared was built upon his own free­
hold; but was asserted by Roger de Derle to be upon the waste ground 
of Thomas, Earl of Leicester, to ,vhon1 Derle ,vas the steward. 

In 1297 John de Ha1nlin and Nicholas de Gren dale held the tenth 
part of a Knight's fee in Saxby, by homage and 12d a year rent." 



30 THE HAMLIN FAMILY. 

Mr. Somerby "Tote: "The south cross of the church at Wyn1ond­
ham was the appropriate burial place of the Hamelins. At the south 
€nd of the cross aisle, ,vas the tomb of an old Knight, in a coat of mail 
and cross legged, for one of the Hamelins, but the tomb which is in the 
form of a wedge, broader at the shoulders than at the feet, had in 1768 
neither escutcheon of arms nor inscription. This cross legged figure of 
Sir John Hamelin, which had long lain neglected on the floor, has, on 
a late repair of the church, by the laudable attention of the Earl of 
Harborough, been effectually preserved; and is now fixed upright 
against one of the ·walls, secure from further injury. 

I found at the prerogation office in London, wills of Edward and 
J" ohn Han1 blyn. 

That of Ed"\vard proved l\'Iay, 1620. His wife was Anne;-his sons: 
John, married Elizabeth; Williarr1, and Edward, called an undutiful 
son; and daughters, Agnes and Mary. He is styled Yeon1an, of Read­
ing, County Berks. 

Roger Hamlyn, Yeon1an, of Alphington, Co, Devon, will proved 
Septen1ber 1628. His wife was E--. He mentions no children of his 
own. He na1nes his brother .John's sons: Daniel, Francis and. Thomas, 
not of age; also his brother Thomas' sons: Roger and John, and 
daughters Mary and Alice, not of age; his brother Daniel's son, Daniel. 
His brother Daniel "\Vas one of the Executors.'' 

Mr. Somerby also states: "I accidentaly met with an old engrav­
ing of Wymondham Church, and of Sir .John Hamelin's effigy, which 
I purchased and ,vill send to you at some convenient opportunity." 
·(See illustrations pp. 28, 29.) 

Extract front a will ~eposited at Norwich in Norfolk, England: 

Thomas Han1blyn of Hinderby, Yeoman. Will proved in Sept., 
1587. To be buried in churchyard at Hinderby; wife Margaret, execu­
trix. l\'Ientions daughters Alise and Elizabeth, wife of William 
Deak es, and rrhon1as, son of John Sy1uonds, and John, son of John 
J3aterby . 

.].,rom the Register Salisbury Cathedral, Eng.: 

MARRIAGES. 

Hamlin Richard & Elizabeth Beake, Jan 14, 1611. 

" Mark & Sybil Thompson, Jan 6, 1614. 
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From Register of Winterbourne, England: 

BAPTISlVIS. 

Hamlin John, son of Thonias, Dec 26, 1579. 
" Gregory " " " Feb 17, 1581. 

BURIED. 

Hamlin, Joan, daughter of Thomas Feb 9, 1579. 

John Han1elyn ·was rector of the Church of Barnham Broom, in 
Norfolk, 1493. 

Miscellaneous extracts from the parish register of St. Lawrence in 
Reading, Berkshire: 

BAPTISMS. 

Hamlin Peter, son of John, Aug 16, 1607. 
Han1 blen Sarah dau " " Dec 2, 1H08. 
Hamlyn Hannah " 

,, 
" May 23, 1610. 

Hamlyn Cicely " " Michael, Mar 12, 1616. 
Hamblen Michael son '' " July 12, 1620. 

" " '' " Henry, Aug 7, 1617. 

" Susannah dau" Edward, Oct 15, 1620. 

" John son" Michael, Mar 27, 1623. 
Hamlin Michael " " " Dec 23, 1625. 

" Jan1es* " " Jan1es, Oct 31, 1630. 

" George " " Michael, Dec 1, 1631. 
Han1blin Joan dau" John, May 23, 1632. 

" Sarah* " " J an1es, Sep 6, 1632. 
Hamlin Elizabeth '' " Henry, March 22, 1633. 

" John son" Michael, May 28, 1634. 

" Mary* dau" James, July 27, 1634. 

" Ed ward son '' John, Oct 6, 1634. 

" William " " William, Jany 15, 1636. 

" Jan1es* " " James, April 10, 1636. 

MARRIED. 

Hamlin Henry & Mary "\Vagstaff, July 29, 1616. 

BURIALS. 

Hamlin 1\'.lichnel April 13, 1615. 
" Edward " 15, 1620. 
" John March 28, 1823. 
" 1\fichael Feb 20, 1625. 
" John March 27, 1627. 
" Michael Oct 23, 1628. 
'' James* '' 24, 1633. 

* The writer supposes these were the children of James Hamlin, the settler in Barn­
stable, Mass., 1639. 
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In a letter written i 11 1871 by l\Ir. rrhmnas I-Imnlin, Barister, residing 
at Redhill House, "\Varington, near Bristol, England, au10ng other 
things he says: "rrhe fan1ily of Hmnlin were Xorinans, and canie over 
with \Villinrn the Conqueror, nnd their nanws are recorded in the Battle 
Abbey Roll. 

They settled down in l\Ion1nouth-shire, 80111erset-shire and Devon­
shire. Sonie years ago I had the curiosity to exmnine the fan1ily pedi­
gree at the Herald's office in London; it was ver_y long and brought 
down to the last generation in the person of lVIr. Han1lin, a Barrh;ter. 
I had an introduction to one of the Chiefs of the Herald's office, \Vho 
said the out-of-pocket cost for copying the pedigree would ue £5. 

I hardly know who is entitled to the Baronetcy at present; it 1s u1 
abeyance. 'fhe Cloodly property is a splendid estate, near Ilfracmnb, 
in Devonshire. 

"Subjoined are extracts fron1 English works. 

Front Prince's \Vorthies of Devon (1810): Froru the issue of Hir 
Willian1 Carey's third 111arriage sprung the Clovelly Fmnily-which is 
the residence of Sir .Jarnes Hmnlyn, Baronet; whose great grandfather, 
Williarn Han1lyn

1 
of Mershwell, nmrricd Gertrude, daughter of Thomas 

Cary, M.A. 
In Lieut. Peterson's Roads, 1808, Sir Jmncs l-Imulin, Baronet, of 

Clovelly Court, is noticed. 

From Coxe's ~Ionn1nouthshire: Soon at'ter the Conquest, I-Iunie­
line, son of Den-de-BaJadun or Balure, it great Nor1nan Chiftain, sub­
dued Overwent and built a fortress at Abergavenny, dying· without 
issue in 1090. He left the castle to his Nephew, Brien-de-in-"\iVallingford 
or de-l'Isle. 

In the history and antiquities of Son1erset, by the Revel .John Culli­
son, F. A. S. (1791), ainong the gentlen1en and Sheriff.-, of this county h,: 
.John Han1lyn 1373. 

Nmnes of the Lords-and Squires and gentlenien within the county 
of Smuerset, resident in the time of Henry VII: .A.lexander Hmul;vn. 

rrhe following is an extract fron1 Burke's Landed Gentry of Great 
Britain: Harnlyn of Leawood and Paschoe. Ha1nlyn-Cahnady Pollcx­
fen, Esquire of Leawood and Paschoe, County Devon, b. 18 .Jany 177.5-
m. 27 June 180,5, Fanny Bedford, only dau. of Richard Cross, Esc1. of Dur­
yarcls, near Exeter, and has issue: I. Shilston Caltnad_v, 111. 2,"5 }larch 
1841, Sarn,h Carter, of N eston, Co. Chester. I. Francis Elizabeth Ir. 
Ellen l\fary. 

l\fr. Ha1nlyn is a n1agistrate and deputy Lieutenant for Devon and 
Cornwall. 

LINEAGE. 

rrhis fa1uily which has resided in Exeter so early as the middle of 
-~he 15th Century, settled at Paschoe in 1611. rrhe heiress of an elder 
branch nmned Harris. 
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rrhe lah' Christopher Han1lyn, Esq., of Paschoe, son of Robert Pas­
choc Hmnlyn, Esq., by Gertrude l\lills, hi3 "-ifc-n1. 1st Elizabeth. 
l\Iary, da,n. ( by Elhmbeth, his ·wife, dau. and eventual heiresr-; of John 
Pol1exfen, Esq.,) of Vincent Cahnady, Esq., and sister and co-heiress 
(with her sister, Pollexfen, ,vho rn. Ad1niral, Charles Holn1es Everett, 
who took the name of Cahnady, anrl was father of the present Charles 
Begges Caln1ady, Esq., of Langdon-Hall; see Caln1ady) of her brother 
Francis Calnrndy, Esq., of Langdon-Hall; Co. Devon, and by her had 
an only son and heir, the present Calrnady Pollexfen Han1lyn, Esq., of 
Paschoe and Leawood. 

l\Ir. Han1lyn 2ndly 1n. Frances 1\1:arshall, but had no further issue."· 

.Jeukin'H History of Exeter, Englnnd, giveH a list of the nrnyors and 
bailiffs of that city fron1 an early period; they scen1 to have been chosen 
annually; the bailiff's, four in number, equivalent to aldern1en, were 
assistants to the n1ayor. The Han1lyns na1ned by Jenkins as sharing in 
the city governn1ent are as folhnvs: 

1444, Nicholas Ha1nlyn, 4th Bailiff'. 
1447 " " 4tJ1 " ' 14.58, .John LL :ld " 
1461, " " 1st " 
1468, " " l\Iayor. 
1485, Nicholas " 4 Bailift'. 
14Hl, " " 1 " 
1499, " " l\Iayor. 
1511, Henry '' 4th Bailifl'. 
1524, " " h,t " 
1~-:>(' ~) ... >, " " )Iayor. 
1-•)s ; );) ' " " " 

In 1882 Prof. Charles E. Hmnlin, lat~ of I-Iarvnrd College, for1nerly 
professor of natural sciences in ,vaterville College, now Colby Univer­
sity, visited Exeter, England, and there found rnany of the name of 
Han11in. Also, an old fan1ily, then represented by Shilston Calmady 
Han1lyn, Esquire, one of the largest landed proprietors in West Devon­
shire. 

Respecting the nmne, 1nany theories have been advanced as to its 
origin. 

In a treatise of Charles Waring Bardsley, ·l\'I. A., Londo:o., 1875, on 
English surnanies, it is stated that the nan1e, Hamlyn, is derived from 
Hon10, or Han10n, but no authority is given for the staten1ent. · 

rrhe work of l\fark Anthony Lower, London, 1843, on English sur­
names, offers 1nuch interesting inforination on the subject, of a general 
character, fron1 which we extract: 

'' It is not sufficient for a person of inquisitive mind that he bears 
such and such a surname because his father and grandfather bore it; he 
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will naturally feel de:;;irous of knowing why and when their ancestors 
acquired it. ' ' +:- * +:-

" 'fhe ancient Britons generally used one na1ne only; s01netinies, 
but very rarely they added nnother.'' * ~~ -¥a 

"No precise date can be assigned to the introduction of hereditary 
surnarnes into England.'' * * * 

" Surnarnes were taken up in a gradual 1nanner by the great, during 
the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth centuries. By the middle of the 
twelfth, however, it appears they ,vere necessary appendages to fami­
lies of rank, to distinguish the1n from 1neaner extraction. 

"Stuna1nes can scarcely be said to be pennanently settled before the 
era of the Refor1nation. 'fhe keeping of parish registers was 
probably 1ne>re instrurnental than anything else in settling the1n; for 
if a person was entered under one surna1ne at baptism, it is not 
likely that he would l.Je 1n~trried under another, nnd buried under 
a third. 

"We have already seen that so1ne second na1nes were borrowed from 
places in ancient tirries. 'fhese, . however, were not hereditary, like 
those of rnodern date. 'fhe latter originated, in all probability, in Nor­
mandy and the contiguous parts of France, about the close of the tenth 
century, or the cornrnenceinent of the eleventh. Possessors of land, in 
the first instance, borrowed thmn frorn their own estates, a practice in 
·which the N ornuins were soon bnitated by the English, particularly 
after the Conquest. Chiefly of this kind are the na1nes occurring in 
that far-fan1ed docu1nent, the GREA'r ROLL, of Battel Abbey,-a list 
of the principal corn1nanders and cornpanions in ar1ns of Willia1n the 
Conqueror. Ca1nden re1narks, that there is not a sing·le village in Nor­
mandy that has not surnan1ed so1ne farnily in England. 

"Many persons ,vho bear names of French origin jmnp, without any 
evidence of the fact fron1 historical records, to the conclusion that they 
must needs be descended frorn s01ne stalwart Norrnan, who hacked his 
way to erninence and fortune through the serried ranks of the Saxons 
at Hastings. Such a1nbitious individuals ought to be re1ninded that, 
in the eight centuries that have elapsed since the Conquest, there have 
been numerous settlements of the French in our nation (England). 

"Sinuune.-N ornen patris additu1n proprio. Snrnau1e.-N mnen sup­
ra non1en additu1n. SirnH,Jne differed originally fron1 Surn:une. Sur­
nan1e, the na1ne one has· over and above the Christian nan1e. 'rhey 
were at first written, not in a direct line r~j'te1· the Christian nmne, but 
above it, between the lines, hence called in Latin, Supranornia, and in 
French, Sur-noms. Fro1n the last the Eng'lish ter1n is innnediately de­
rived. A surnaine is, therefore, a nmne superadded to the first or 
Christian name, to indicate the ftunily to ,vhich the individual bearing 
it belongs. Hence, although every sirnan1e is a surname, every sur­
name is not a sirname, a distinction now scarcely recognized; but the 
words are used indiscrin1inately. 
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l\1r. Lower states that the 11an1e Harnlin, is deriYed frmn the Sire­
na:a1e, Han1n1eline, now obsolete, but found in Doo111sday Book, and 
other ancient English records. 

In his book is given a list of surnan1es, deriYed fr0111 Christian 
names, in which occurs the name :.:Ian11in, as derived fron1 Han1-
meline. 

Camden, ( one of the earliest writers on English narnes-1623) 
says: "About the year of our Lord 1000, surna1nes began to be taken 
up in France, and in England about the tirne of the Conquest."-1066. 

Cussans in his Handbook of Heraldry, says: " Of the n1any Nobles 
who accompanied the Conqueror to England, but few, if any, were dis­
tinguished by surnarnes; they were described shnply by their Chris­
tian nan1es, followed by the locality frorn whence they carne. * * * 
Even the Conqueror's sons, Willia1n and Henry, were dh;tinguished by 
such nan1es as Rufus and Beauclerc. Hereditary surnarnes were not 
generally adopted in England, even a1nongst the N ability, until the 
fourteenth century; yet long anterior to that period, we find Nobles 
designated by the name of the Charge which they bore upon their 
shields, which names and bearings have descended to their posterity." 

On the theory thnt the nan1e is of German origin, it has been suggest­
ed that it is derived from Haem, home; and lien, body; or homebody, 
the explanation being, that ,vhen all but one of the 1nale rnembers of the 
fa1nily ·were absent in war, the one at hmne ,vas called Haernlien, or 
homebody. One of the coat of 3,rms of the fan1ily is in harn1ony with 
this idea; the three bulls suggesting husbandry, or hmne pursuits; and 
the crest, a hand plucking a rose, suggesting a peaceful or home pursuit. 
But this could-- not have been appropriately applied to Han1ellne, the 
follower of William; who was a soldier; the lion rampant, or the crossed 
swords, would have been more appropriate insignias. 

Upon shnilar theories, a variety of derivations of the nan1e 
could be constructed fron1 its.gyllables. Hain ,vas an old English and 
Saxon word, and, like han1e, han1a and hannna, has sin1ilar meaning; 
a house or dwelling, a home, a hmne close or little n1eadow, a piece of 
land; it also had a rneaning kindred to luunel and han1let, a collection 
of houses, a village or to,vn. Lin, and its antecedents linn, linne and 
llyn; n1eaning a pool, pond or lake, and hlynna, a Saxon word, a 
brook or torrent,-defined as a pool or collection of water, particularly 
above or below a fall of ,vater; a ,vaterfall or cataract. From these we 
could have, a hmne, house, d,velling, village, han1let, etc., by the pool, 
lake, river, brook, cataract, ,vaterfall, etc. Hence the derivation sug­
gested by Mr. Worthy, "rrhe hmne by the pool." 

Han1 is the narne of a small to,vn and fortress situated on the river 
of the saine name in the departr.:1ent of Somme, in France, of ancient 
origin. Coins were struck here in the reign of Charles the Bold, 840-877. 

As stated by Mr. Worthy, Hameln, at the junction of the river of 
the sa1ne name with the river Weser, is in Hanover. It is an ancient 
town and a fo1·1ner fortress. 
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Ha1nburg, Uer11u1,11y, founded l>y Charleinagne, 804, 11:1-ay have a 
similar n1eaning. 

Ha1nme is also the na1ne of a town in the Netherlands; as is Han1m, 
the nan1e of a town of Prussia. 

It is an established fact that the rnune of the follower of William 
was variom;ly ,vritten Haineline, Hamelin and Hamelinus. 

It is a further fact that it was a custon1 in England following the Con­
quest, for individuals to as~mme the names of the city, town or pro­
vince from whence they can1e, in France or elsewhere, and in return to 
confer the san1e or shnilar ones on their ne,v hon1es in England. 

Fron1 these pre1nises it is not iinprolmble to infer that the f9under of 
the nan1e in England, n1ay haYe taken it fron1 his home in France or 
Gerinany. But these are speculations, not conclusive proof of the 
facts; they are at be:.;t presun1ptions. 

,.~ 
~',JJ}jjjj//j,W~li 

Iii 

HAMELIN COAT OF ARMS. 

Several coats of arrns of the fmnily ha ,·e l>et•n found, viz.: 
In the roll of An ns, of .Ed ward I I I, 1337. J\iim 1sier Ha1nlyn: Porit 

Gules, une lion d'or goute sablt--. 
Another is that of the Han1Jyns of Exeter, England: 
Arn1s: Sable1 t,vo swords crossed in saltier, hilted and po1nmeled1,, 

the points upward, or; QuarteringH; Calrnud~, and Pollexfen; Cal-
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mady quartering, 1st and 4th, argent, a lion rmnpant, gules; Pollex­
fen, 2d and 3d azure, a chevron between three pears, or. J\'Iotto: Caute 
sed Strenue. Crest: A griffin passant guardant. Seats: Paschoe, 
Colebrook, Leawood, llridestowe; County DeYon. 

Another; Arms of the faruily Hmnelin: Argent, three Bulls passant 
sable. Crest: A hand plucking a Rose frorn a bush of the proper col­
ors. (See illustration p. 36.) 

Burke, in his Encyclopredia of Heraldry, gives the following Coats 
-of Ar1ns: 

Ha1nlin-Arms: Uules, a lion ra1npant, ern1ine, crowned with an 
.antique crown, or. Crest: seven arrows, points upward, proper. 

Han1lin-(Hamlinston; Reg. Ulster's office.) Arins: A chevron be­
tween three Spaniels sejant, gules. 

Harnlin-(County Leicester.) Arn1H: <Jules, a lion rarnpant, ermine, 
ducally crowned, or. 

COAT Of" ARl\/1S Of" JOHN DE HAM ELI NE, 

!\NIGHT Of" LEICESTER, SERVED UNDER 

EDWARD I, A. D, 1272 TO 1307. 

Ha1nline-(In1palen1ent f. ent. of Roland St. Lawrence, Alderiuan 
of Drogheda, d. July 9, 1633. J\'Iarried Alson, dau. of Aldern1an rrhom­
as Harnline, san1e place.) A nns: A chevron lJetween three lions sejant, 
gules. 

Han1lyn-(Paschoe and Leawood, County Devon.) Arn1s: Sable, 
two swords, in saltier, the points upward, hilted and pmnmeled, or; 
Quarterings: Calnrnd:v and Pollexfen. Crest: A griffin guurdant. 
Motto: Cante sed Strenue. 

Hamlyn-( CloYelly-( ·ourt, County Devon, Bart.) Arrns: Or, a 
falcon, sable, billed, gules; between three roses, leaYed, vert. Crest: 
A swan, argent; collared, gules; ,vings endorsed; beaked and legged, 
or; holding in the beak a birdbolt, sable. 

Other Crests.-Hamlyn, ( ·rest: A den ii swan, wings expanded, 
bezant. 
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Hamlyn, Crest: A swan close; in its mouth a baton. 

The greater number of Hamlins found in America descend from 
.James Hamblen, who settled in Barnstable, Massachusetts, in 1639. 

The writer has found no one of the name in this country earlier than 
him. His descendants are numerous, and extended early to other 
parts of the country, and are now found in most, if not all the states 
and territories, in Canada, and other foreign countries. This family 
spells the name variously, thus~ Hamlin, Hamlen, Hamline, Hamb­
lin and Ha1nblen. 

The -descendants of Captain, or Honorable Giles Hamlin, who set­
tled in Middletown, Conn., 1650-4, though not so numerous as those of 
.James I-:!:amblen, of Barnstable, are found similarly distributed. 

There are traditions and frequent statements to be found in various 
· local histories, biographies, genealogies, etc., that James Hamblen, the 
settler in Barnstable, and Hon. Giles Hamlin, of Middletown, were re­
lated. These statements are far fron1 being uniform. After diligent 
research, the writer has been unable to ascertain any conclusive evi­
dence of the fact of any relationship between these two men. The best 
evidence, aside from mere assertion, is found in the statement of the 
Hon. Hannibal Ha1nlin, Vice President, who ,vrote in a letter in 1890 
as follows: 

"I think the early Han1lins at Cape Cod in Mass., and at Middle­
town, Conn., were related, but have no correct idea how. My eldest 
brother Elijah, from investigation, ,vas satisfied that the descendants 
of James and Giles Hamlin, were connected. I have not the data of 
his investigation. 

Besides, an aged aunt of mine told n1e some twenty years ago, that 
when she was a young girl, her father, n1y grandfather, Eleazer Ham­
lin, was in the habit of visiting with his wife, the Hamlins in Middle­
town as his relatives, but just what the relation was she could not tell. 
* * * So I arr1 satisfied that the Hamlins of Cape Cod and Middle­
town were of the same stock.'' 

While it is not improbable that these men may have been relatives, 
in view of other ascertained facts, the statement of the Vice President, 
wi .. ich is undoubtedly true, admit.s of a different and probably more cor­
rect conclusion. Hannibal Hamlin was deeply interested in the study 
of his ancestry, and owing to his e1ninent position was frequently 
applied to for inforn1ation concerning the subject, which was cheer­
fully given to every one; but the fact is, that he was in error as to his 
own ancestors, a question about which different genealogists, best ad­
vised on the subject, differed. The writer has labored under the same 
difficulty, with n10re evidence perhaps than ,vas examined by any 
other person, and was cmnpelled to change his opinion several times, 
as new evidence ,vas produced. In the first place it is possible and 
probable that in the communication of facts, which occurred seventy 
years before, there may have been some inaccuracy of staten1ent, 
although made with the best intention. Capt. Eleazer Hamlin, the 
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grandfather of the Vice President, ,vas an officer in the Revolutionary 
army in which several of his sons also served, his son Africa being an 
officer and a n1ember of the Society of Cincinnati. Some of the Barnsta­
ble Hamlins, their relatives, had settled in Sharon, Conn., in Berkshire 
county, Mass., and in Eastern New York, as early as 1740, and in other 
places in Connecticut. Many of these Hamlins are known to have 
been Revolutionary soldiers, among w hon1 ,vere Capt. Nathaniel, also 
Cornelius, Thomas, Asa and David, of Sharon; John Hamlin, of Cum­
mington, Mass.; Ebenezer Hamlin and his son Mark, of Burlington, 
Connecticut; Seth Hamlin and Jabez Hamlin, of Alford, Massachu­
setts,'' and 1nany others. Some of these are said to have been on the 
staff' of Gen. Washington; and Africa Hamlin kept a volun1inous 
diary of everything he knew or heard about Washington. 

It is very probable that Capt. Eleazer and his sons made the ac­
quaintance of their own relatives, who had served in the army with 
then1. It is true also, that n1any of the descendands of Capt. Giles 
Hamlin served in the old French wars, and in the Revolution, some of 
,vhom were prominent officers, whose acquaintance, it is n10re than 
probable, was nutde by Capt. Eleazer, during his service. Now, the 
conclusion is, that his daughter n1ay have inferred that those visited 
by her father in Connecticut, were all relatives from the circun1-
stances here related. It is fair to state that the Vice President ·was not 
advised of all the facts here related. 

Hon. Elijah L. Han1lin, an elder brother of the Vice Pn.·sident, 
appears to have given son1e critical investigation of his ance~tors, and 
,vas interested in the subject. In a memorandn prepared by him in 
1867, occurs __ these staten1ents concerning his grandfather: "Lydia, 
his daughter, who died only two years ago, could give no kno,vl­
edge of her father's_ origin; only, that ,vhen they lived at Har­
vard, t,vo aunts, Richards and Holn1es, frequently came from the west 
on horseback to visit their brother (Capt. Elt•azer). Asia (his son) 
who is still living, knows nothing about it." Elijah also expresses the 
opinion that his grandfather n1ay have con1e fro1n Connecticut, but 
also states that he supposes be originated in the vicinity of Cape Cod. 
Showing very conclusively that the ancestry of his grnndfather was 
not then established to his satisfaction. 

Fron1 personal letters receivt d by n1y~elf from the ,rice-President in 
the year 1888, it is apparent that he was then in doubt as to his ances­
tors, supposing correctly that he deHcended front J an1es of Barnstable, 
but in error, aH I have since ascertained as to the line of deHcent. My 
conclusions ,.vill be found in the Genealogy. 

Discovering these various stnten1ents of relationship bet,veen .J a1nes 
Hamblen nnd Giles Ha1nlin, and believing the evidence upon which 
they are founded, to be erroneous, I hnve felt it n1y duty to point them 
out, that they n1ay not be accepted as settled. I do not say they were 
not related; only that I do not know, and have seen no conclusive evi­
dence of the fact. It ,vould afford n1e pleasure to kno,v that they were 
relatives and to discover proof of it. 
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A110thl•r gnt Yl' error hm; arrested n1y attention; the staten1eut that 
.Ja111es llm11ble11 wm; of l{ugut·uot descent. Nothing iu the record of his 
life or pe<ligree, has c0111e to u1y notil'e, to warraut such Htat<.0111ent; 
Lut the reverse is true. rrhe Edict ,~f' Nantes was pron1ulgated by 
Hewn: (Jurth·e, then J(ing· of F'rnnce in l0H8, under which the Protest­
ants were granted religious tolt•ra nee. 11 his continued until the 
Revocation of the Ed/ct of ~Von/es, by Louis XfV, in 1685 .. Jan1es 
Han1blen carne fron1 Loll don, and I 1ad theu been i11 Barnstable nearly 
fifty years, and had grandchildren there. While not collclusively 
proven, it is probal>le that hh; eldei-.;t child was born in England in 
}(j30, and that hii-.; ancestors had reHided there a century, at least. 

Several individuals of the na1ne have heen dii-;co,·ered in New .Jersey, 
Virginia, Maryland, North and South Caroli nu, prior to the Revolu­
tion, with 11un1erous descendants. It is desired that the relationship, 
if any, existing between these fan1ilies, may be dh;cerned and their 
genealogies better established, before publication of those branches of 
the fmnily. 

Several others of the narne hu,·e been discovered, who settled in the 
United States, con1ing from England at later periods. 

In 1871, a gentlenwn, an attache of the General Hm,pital at Q,uebec, 
Canada, narnecl J. R. L. Hunielin, wrote, in French, which·tra11slated. 
reads: "rrhe first Hauwlin who carne to Canada ,vas called Louis. He 
js found nientioned for the first tirne at the date of 1630 by M. L' Abbe 
rra.nguay. He CalllC fronl France. * * +:- rrhe Seigniory of Uran­
dines in the Bos- was granted hint the 25th of April, 1711, and his 
descendauti-.; until about 1800, at which titne it ,vas sold. rrhat was the 
branch of the Hmnelins frorr1 which I an1 descended. A Hanielin, also 
na1ned Louis, son of the first, was nuirried the ~4th of February, 1718, 
to Catherine Neporn, at Detroit." 

Sonic 1uerr1bers of this faniily probably settled in the United States, 
as the nanie is frequeutly found all over the United States. It h; prob­
able that sornc of the 11au1e, Hanu.•lin, can1e direct fron1 France. 

It is a singular fact_ that out of n1uny requests to people of the 
1utm•· Hanwlin, sent to indiYidun.ls in different places, not one reply has 
been receiverl, except that above nientioned. 

A ,-on1H10n error obtains, that tlwre is no relationship bet,veen those 
whose 1um1e8 ar(• spelled <litf't•reutly. .Like n1any other old English 
,uuu('8. the orthog-raphy has bet•n corrupted, u.iul there nn• Ynrious 
tcrnlinations to he found, thus: Hmuliu, Han1len, 1-Imuelin, 1-Iarnline, 
I-Imnl'liHt', Hmuliug, 1Imulyu, lfarnbliu, I-Ian1blcn, J-In111bly11, etc. 
As foull<l spelle(l iu Norrnan-Fn•neh in the Doo111sday Book it was 
Hanwlinus; ill Leland's copy of thl• Holl of Battel Abbey, Hanieline; 
in 1-Iollirn,ht•d'f-( copy, 1Ia1nelill. Later the lutlllC in England at an 
early period, was spelled Hmnlyn, which is still retained; but nwuy, 
at tlw pre:-:ent tiuw there, spell it Ha1nlin, Harnblin, Han1l>len and per­
haps in other ways. The b is evifk•ntly nn interloper, and a corruption 
of tlw 11m11e; nIHl ninny fan1ilie:-; hu,·e, in cmnparatively recent years, 
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dropped it. Prof. Charles E. I-Iamlin, 'ate of Harvard College, whose 
fan1ily dropped the b fron1 the narne, waH of the opinion that Hnn11in 
was the 1nost consonant with the general pronunciation of the naine, 
and its proper An~licized forrn. Antiquarians giYe little heed to the 
n1ere spelling of the name, as found in recordR- or as practiced by 
liYing individuals, as evidence of relationship; it is cmnmon to find 
known relatives who spell the name differently. Two-hundred years 
ago and prior, there was no stnndard for English orthography, people 
spelled anywny and everyway to suit the fancy. Many were then un­
able to read or write, and trusted such n1atters to public officials and 
scriveners. One clerk would spell in his peculiar n1anner, while the 
clerk in another place spelled differently. Long continuance in the 
sarue place by the san1e farnily, tended to the adoption of n given form 
of nan1e; ,vhile the separation of relatives, exhibited frequently, a 
marked difference. In such ways the forn1s of nan1es multiplied. It 
is remarkable that the continued forrn of names has been so well pre­
served. 



EXPLANATION. 

The Genealogy ,vill be found arranged by generations, by families, 
in chronological order, as nearly as practicable. The name of the head 
of a fa1nily is given in full. The Christian name only, of the children 
of a family are given, to avoid repetitions of the surname. The names 
of individuals are all consecutively numbered, and some names appear 
twice; first as a child, second as the head of a fam.ily; in such cases, 
when the name appears a second tz"me, as the head of a family, the 
number first given is repeated in brackets. To find the line of descent, 
take any narne and trace the ancestors backward by the numbers giv­
en. Following the name of a head of a family, the line of ancestors is 
given in italics, ,vlth the number of each generation expressed, by fig­
ures, thus: H. F. ANDREWS,8 (Mqrtha, 7 Ichabod,6 Gershom,5 Ger­
shom,4 Ebenezer,3 John,2 ,lames.t) The abbreviations used will be 
readily understood, thus: b., born; m., married; d., died, etc. 



GENEALOGY OF JAMES HAMBLEN AND HIS DESCENDENTS .. 

FIRST GENERATION. 

1. JAMES HAMBLEN ,1 so far as has been ascertained, was the first 
of the name who settled in An1erica. He came from London and set­
tled in Barnstable, Massachusetts, in the Spring of 1639. Of his earlier 
life very little has been learned; records exist, however, from which 
some traces of him are supposed to have been discovered. 

The late David Hamblen, Esq., of Boston, the first to investigate his 
history abmit 1849, caused research to be made in England for the pedi­
gree, which without citing the place ,vhere the record was found, he 
gives as follows: 

JOHN HAMEL YN--AM0R, daughter of 
of Cornwall, liv- Robert Knowle, 
ing 1570. of Sarum. 

I 
GILES HAMELIN--* * * daughter of 

Son and heir Hobert Ashley. 
County Devon. 

I 
TH01"IAS HAMELIN 

I 
JAMES HAMELIN. 

Gentleman 
London 1623. 

From ,vhich it is understood that he was brother of Thomas, gentle­
man, of London, living in 162~; sons of Giles, of Devonshire; son of 
John, of Cornwall, England, who ,vas living in 1570. 
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The records of the baptis1ns and burials of smne of his children are 
supposed to haYe been found in the parish register of St. Lawrence, in 
Reading, Berkshire, England; extracts fro111 which are taken: 

Han1lin J anies, 
Han1blin Sarah, 
Han11in l\Iary, 

" J . aines, 

BAP11IS1VIS. 
son of James, 
dau '' '' 

'' " 
son " 

" 
" 

BURIALS. 

Oct. 31, 16B0. 
Sept 6, 1632. 
July 27, 1634. 

April 10, 1U3(J. 

Han1lin .James, Oct. 2-l, l 6B:-t 

Fron1 these records it is apparent that the eldest child, .James, died 
in England before the birth of the second .Jan1es. It will be subse­
quently noticed that it was the custo1n of the fan1ily to baptize the 
-children on the day of birth, if possible; so that the dates of baptisms 
.are supposed to be about the dates of births. Mr. Otis, the genealogist 
of the first settlers of Barnstable, says: that the baptism of his children, 
James and Ilannah do not appear on the records of Barnstable, that it 
is probable they were born in England and that neither they nor their 
mother ca1ne over so early as the father, a common occurrence in those 
-early times; the record of the birth or baptism of Hannah has not been 
found in England; perhaps owing to the troubles to be related, no public 
record of it ,vas 1nade there. It ,vill be observed that their first child 
born in An1erica, was Barthol01new, born April 20, 1642. Hannah n1ay 
have been born about 1638. 

An approximate idea of the time when the men1bers of the fan1ily 
left England 1nay be ascertained from these dates. Mr. Otis does not 
.appear to have any knowledge of the English records referred to, and 
-does not mention the children, Sarah and Mary; as they had another 
Sarah born in Barnstable in l(J47 it is supposed the Sarah born 1H32 had 
-died before they can1e to America. An account of Mary will be given 
in its proper order later. 

While no express record of the factJ1as been discovered, it is not im­
proble that JarneH Han1blen rnay have been obliged to leave his fa1nily 
.and fly fron1 Eng'land on account of religious persecution; he was a 
Puritan and a uien1her of Mr. Lothrop's church rifler the latter 
-ca1ne to Rarnstal>le. 

An account of the troubles of the congregation of Mr. Lothrop in 
England will Le of interest, and niay in future lead to infornmtion con­
·cerning our ancestor. 

Rev . .John Lothrop was pastor of an Independent or Congregational­
ist Society, at South walk, London. April ~H, 16~2, forty-five 1uen1bers 
·of this church were apprehended for unlawful uieeting, eighteen of whmn 
•escaped. So111e were confined in the Clink, N evv Prison, and the Gate 
House, for about two years, and then released on bail; except Mr. Loth­
rop, for who111 no favor could at first Le obtained. rrhere b; son1e question 
.as to the terins of his relense, out the fact ren1ain:-; that these people caused 
the English g0Yern111ent no little trouble; religion was regulated by law 
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at that period; and this society were non-conforrnists. rrhat they be­
lieved they ·were right does not alter the fact. rrhe exact date of their 
release is not given, but on Sept. 18, J(j84 the Griffin and another ship 
arrived in Boston with passengers, arnong whorn were l\Ir. Lothrop 
and thirty of his followers. It is not supposed Han1blen ,vas with them. 
Soon after lVIr. Lothrop and 1nost, if not all those ,vho came with him, 
went to Scituate, l\1:assachusetts, where there was a srnall settlement of 
his old friends, whon1 he had known in England, und ,vho invited him 
to becon1e their pastor. rrhere were nine of these families then at Scit­
uate vlho had previously con1e fron1 England, settling first at Ply­
mouth; and l\1:r. Lothrop gives a list of" rrhe Houses in ye plantation 
of Scituate att my U01neing hither, onely these ,vch was aboute the end 
of Sept. 1034,-all wch sn1all plaine pallizadoe Houses.'' rrhe nanie of 
J arnes Hain l>len is not in the list, nor does it appear there down to the 
date of re1noval of lVIr. Lothrop and his church to Barnstable hereafter 
related.1 

1. Otis states: "Mr. Lothrop found nine families at Scituate, friends that he had 
known in England. They had, Sept. mi, rn:~4, built nine 'l'allizado houses,' as tempor­
ary residences. * * * From the time Mr. Lothrop came, to October, a per­
iocl of two years, thClre were thirty-one housJs built, and in 1637, nine, making the whole 
number of dwelling houses fifty-six. * * * To Mr. Lathrop's list of the houses, I add 
the dates, if known, when the builders came over and the dates ot their joining his 
church. Tho serial numbers indicate the order in which the houses were built; the 
date next following Pach name, the time when the party came over; and the last, the­
time when he joined Mr. Lothrop's church. * * * The following abbreviations are­
used: K. signifies Kent, or county of Kent; L. London; S. Scituate; B. Barnstable; Gd~ 
Goodman; an interrogation point means doubtful." 

"' The houses -~n ye plantation of Scituate att my Comeing hither, onely these, well 
was aboute the ende of Sept. 16:~4,-all wch small plaine pallizadoe Houses. 

1. Mr. Hatherlcys, 162:{ & 1632, L., Jan 11. 1634-5, S. 
2. Mr. Cudworthes, a 1632, L. Jan 18, 16:¼-5, B. S. 

Sold (15:IB) to Gd. Ensignc, - - S. 
3. Mr. Gillsons, a 1632, K. ? Jan 8, 16::W:-5, S. 
4. Gd. Anniballs, 1623, - Jan 8, __ 1634-5, B. 
5. Gd. Rowlyes, 1632, K. '? Jan 8, 16:~4-5, B. 

Seo No. 23. (No record of Sale.) 
6. Gd. Turners, 1628, K. ? Jan 8, 1634-:'>, S. 

Sold t1636) to Gd. Jackson. a 1634, K. ? Feb 25, 1637-8, B. 
7. Gd. Cobbs (see 32). 1632. K. Jan 8. 1634-5, B. 

Sold 1st, Gd. Row lye; 2d, Wid. Vinal. 
8. Gd. Howes, 16:~2, Wales, - S. 

Sold (1636) Gd. Cooper, a 1632, K. '? - B. 
9. Edward Foster, 1632, L.? Jan 8, 16:U-5, S. 

•• Since my coming to Octo. 1686." 
10. My House, Sept. 18, 16:34, L. Jan 8, 16:3-1-5, B. 
11. Gd. Foxwells, (see 50) 16:10, -Jan H, 1634-5, B. 

Sold (16:36) to Henry Bourne, a 16:34, Jan 25, 1634-5, B. 
12. SamlH~l House, Sept 18, 16!34, L., Jan 8, 16:34--5, B. & S. 
13. Gd. Chittcnden's, 1635, K. Feb 12, 16:~6-7, S. 
14. G-d. Lumber's. (see 27), 1630, L. 'l Ap 19, 16a5, B. 

Sold (lG,36) Gd. Winter, a 15:34, L. Apr 9, 1634-, S. 
15. My Sonns, son-in-law Saml Fuller, 1620. 

Leyden Nov 7, 1636, B. 
16. Gd. Haites, 1635, K. Ap. 19, 1635, S. 

Sold (1686) to Mr. Bower. 
17. Gd. Hatches, 16B5, K. - S. 
18. Gd. Lewice, Senior, a 1634, B. Sold to Gd Dorkins '/ a 1634-. 

- Probably Thomas Dimick, B. 
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Returning to the settlement of Barnstable: The date of the 
first grant is not given, but was in the latter part of 1637 or beginning 
-of 1638; soon after Mr. Callicut and some associates came to Mattekese 
-(Barnstable), surveyed certain lands, and appropriated some to their 

19. Goody Hinckley, 1635. K. -- B. 
20. Mr. Tilden, a 1628, K. - S. 
21. * * * The Smiths, Gd. Hoit's brother, -- S. 
22. Gd. Lewice, Junior, a 1635, K. - S. 
23. Gd. Rowleyes new house, on his lot, -- See No 5 . 
. 24. Mr. Vassels, 1630, L. Nov. 28, 16.'36, S. 
25. Gd. Stockbridge, ye wheeler, 1635, L. -- S. 
26. Gd. Stedmans, 1635, L. July 17, 1636, S. 
27. Gd. Lumber's, uppon his lot, 1630. See No 14. 
28. Meeting House. See a hove . 
. 29. Isaac Robinson's. 1629, Leyden Nov 7, 1636, B. 

Sold (1637) to Gd. Twisden. 
30. Mr. Cudworth 's house, on his Iott, L. ? See No. 2. 
31. Brother Turners, on his Iott, 1628. See No 6. 
32. Brother Cobb's, on his Iott, 16:~2. See No. 7. 
33. Gd. Hewes. on hi4 lott, 16:34. See No. 8. 
-34. Gd. Lewice, on his Iott, 1632. See No. 18. 

Sold to Gd. Williams.1632, K.? - S. 
35. Gd. Lewice, Junior, his new house, 1635. See No 18. 
.36. 
37. 
38. 

39. 
40. 

Gd_ Kenrick's, a 16!U, K. Ap. 9, 1637, S . 
Mr. Besbetch, 1635, K. Ap. 30, 1637, S. 
The young master, Edward Fitsrandolphs, a 1634, K.? May 14:, 1637, B. 

Sold to Gd. Syllice, a 1634, K. ? Dec 24! 1637, S. 
Robert Shelleyes, 16!12, K. 'l May 14. 1637, B. 
John Hanmers, -- S. Sold to Gid. H--. 

41. Henry Ewells, 163:'i, K. Ap. :~, 1636, B. 
Sold to Gd. Merritt, 1628, S. 

42. Mr. Hatches new house. 
43. George Suttens. 
44. Brother Crocker, Jr., a 1634, L. Dec 25, 1636, B. 
45. John Emmersons, a 1634, L. ? - S. 
46. Gd. Holmes, S. 
47. John Hamners, on the cliffe. 
48. Gd. Bird, 1628, S. 16:fi. 
49. Isaac Robinson's new house, 1629, Leyden. See No 29. 
50. Gd. Foxwell's on his lot, 1630. See No 11. 
51. My house on the Iott, erected Sept. 27. See No. 10. 
52. Thomas Lapham's, K. 'l Apr 24, 1636, S. 
53. Gd. Edenton's, S. 
54. Gd. Hylands, K. S. 
55. Gd. Rawlings, 16:30, S. 
56. William Parkers, S. 
47. Gd. Lewice, Senior.' 

To these I add church members: 
Robert Linnell, 16:38, L. Sept. 16, 1638, B. 
William Betts, Oct. 25, 16:15, B. 
Thomas Lothrop, Sept. 8, 1624-, May 14, 1637, B. 
Christopher Winter, Dec. 24, 1637, S. 
Thomas King, L. 16:lf>, Feb 25, 16:fi-8, S. 
Thomas Boiden, lpswitch, 16:34, May 17, 1635, S. 

Whole number that joined Mr. Lathrop's church in Scituate, 63 
Of these 26 were females, 26 
Males, or heads of families, 31 
Removed to Barnstable in 1639, 20 
Leaving, 11 " 

From this evidence it very conclusively appears that James Hamblen did not come to 
Barnstable with Mr. Lothrop's church. 
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particular m,e, but he never becanie an inhabitant of the town; and 
failing to comply with the terms of the grant, it was forfeited, except 
.as to vested rigllts. Some who ca1ne with hiln reinained and became 
permanent residents; their narnes unfortunately are 01nitted. A.pril 1, 
1639, the court ordered th.at only such persons as were then at Matte­
kese should remain, and n1ake use of so1ne land; but should not divide 
any, either to themselves or others; nor receive into the plantation any 
-other persons excepting those to whon1 the original grant was made, 
without special license and approval of the governn1ent. In the spring 
-of 1639, Rev. Joseph Hull and several fa1nilies from Weymouth and 
Hinghan1, decided to 1nove to Barnstable, ,vith the company to be or­
ganized by Mr. Callicut, of Dorchester; Mr. Hull came to Barnstable 
in May, 1639. Elder Thmnas Dim mock was there in the preceding 
March. Elder r.l'ho1nas Dim1nock and Rev. Joseph Hull, are the par­
ties named in the grant made in 1639 of' the lands in the town of Barn­
stable, as a committee for the1nselves and associates. It was incorpo­
rated June 4, 1639,2 Old Style. rrhey were the founders of the town and 
Mr. Hull being the minister, on hirn devolved the greater responsibil­
ity. At that tirr1e the wood1nan' s ax had seldom resounded through the 
forests; the country, except a few fields which had been cleared by 
the Indians, was a vast wilderness; the old c01nmon field, which still 
retains its naine, had only a few scattering trees, and the new com­
mon field, which extended from the old, to the bounds of Yarmouth, 
-contained little forest. In 163H the Indian population probably did not 
-exceed five hundred, a quiet, inoffensive race, with whon1 our ances-
tors lived in peace. 

Mr. Lothrop and his church ca1ne Oct. 21, 1639, New Style. The 
town had been incorporated, many houses built and a civilized com­
munity were dwelling among the Indians. 1\'Ir. Hull and the other 
-settlers ,velcomed them to their homes, assigned them lands and assist­
·ed them in putting up their first rude cabins. It turned out that Mr. 
Lathrop's church constituted a n1ajority of the people, who preferred 
their own pastor, with whom they had suffered persecution in Eng­
land. Mr. Dirnn1ock and others of the first settlers preferred to sit un­
der his preaching, rather than Mr. Hull, in consequence of which the 
.latter left the town. rrhe dwellings are thus described: "The walls 
were n1ade of poles filled between with stones and clay, the roof 
thatched, the chinuiey to the rnantle of rough stone, and above of cob 
·work, the windows of 0iled paper and the floors of hand sawed 

2. Barnstable was incorporated June 14, 16:39, N. S., (or June 4. OldStyle). Thirteen 
families had then settled in the town, namely: Rev. Joseph Hnll, his son Tristriam, and 
his stm-in-law John Bursley, making one family; Thomas Shaw, Austin Bearse, Henry 
Coggin, JAMES HAMBLIN, William Tilly, Thomas Allyn, Lawrence Litchfield, Thomas 
Huckins, John Smith, Roger Goodspeed, John Scudder and Nathaniel Bacon. Mr. John 
Mayo and his son Samuel were early inhabitants, Mr. Mayo having a house when Mr. 
Lothrop came. Smith, Bacon, Bursley, T. Hull and S. Mayo were not householders June 
1639. If to the above be added Abram Blush, Dolar Davis, Thomas Hatch and John Hall, 
who came in afterwards. it complete::; the list of townsmen as recorded Jan. 1643-4.­
[Otis Papers.] 
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planks." }\fr. Lothrop · c-alled Ruch structures "booths," and says: 
"They were open and cold, and in winter a high piled fire was con­
stantly to be kept burning. All the houses in the village were alike­
there ,vas no opening for pride to elairn a supremacy." Mr. Otis says 
there had thirteen settled in the to,vn when it was incorporated June 
4, 163H, arnong whon1 ,vas Jarnes Han1blen. 

In a list of the inhabitants of Barnstable n1ade on January 5, 1643-4, 
the sixteenth nan1e is ".Jan1es Han1blin, London, of B(arnstable) 
spring of 1(539."3 The~e accounts show conclusively that he settled in 
Barnstable independently from Mr. Lothrop and his church. There is 
no proof that he was or ,vas not a men1ber of Mr. Lothrop's church in 
London, or that he suffered any persecution; but the facts that he was 
a puritan; the unrecorded birth and bapth;m of his daughter Hannah; 
that he can1e frorn London without his fan1ily; and united ,vith the 
church in Barnstable, whose n1en1bers had suffered persecution; leads 

3. On the fith day of January, 16!3--!, Thomas Hinkley, Henry Cobb, Isaac Robinson 
and Thomas Lothrop drew up a list of those who were then inhabitants of Barnstable, 
and I iufpr from the order annexed to the same that the forty-five named were house­
holdns. * * * 

1. Anthony Annable, from Scituate, 164-0. 
2. Abraham Blush, Duxbury, H>-10, 
:3. 'l'homas Shaw, Hingham, 16:39. 
4. John Crocker. Scituate, 16:39. 
5. Dolar Davis, Duxbury, 1641-:!. 
6. Ht>nry Ewell, Scituate, 16:19. 
7. William Betts. Scituate, 16:39. 

William Pearse, of Yarmouth, 1643. 
8. Robert Shelley. Scituate, 16:19. 
9. Thomas Hatch, Yarmouth, 16-!2. 

10. John Cooper, Scituate, 19:39. 
11. Austin Bearse, came over 163;,;, of B. 1639. 
12. William Crocker, Scituate. 16:39. 
13. Henry Bourne, Scituate, 16:19. 
14. Henry Coggin, Boston, spring 1639. 
15. Lawrence Litchfield, of B. spring_ 1639. 
16. JAMES HAMBLIN, London, of B. spring 1639. 
17. James Cudworth, Scituate, 1640. 
18. Thomas Hinckley, Scituate, 16:39. 
19. Samuel Hinckley, Scituate, 8th July 1640. 

William Tilly, spring 1639, removed to Boston 1643. 
20. Isaac Robinson, Scituate, 1639. 
21. Samuel Jackson, Scituate, 1639. 
22. Thomas Allyn. - spring 163~. 

Mr. Joseph Hull, Weymouth, May, 1639. 
23. Mr. John Bursley, Weymouth, May 1639. 
24. Mr. John Mayo, came over 16:-IB, of Barnstable 1639. 
25. John Casley, Scituate, spring of 1639. 
26. William Caseley, Scituate, of B. spring of 1639. 
27. Robert Linnett, Scituate, 1639. 
28. Thomas Lothrop, Scituate, 16:m. 
29. Thomas Lumbard, Scituate, 1639. 
30. Mr. John Lothrop, Scituate, Oct 20, 1639. 
31. John Hall, Charleston. 1641. 
32. Henry Rowley, Scituate, 1639. 
:~3. Isaac Wells, Scituate, 16:m. 
34. John Smit.h, of Barnstable, 16:39. 
35. George Lewis, Scituate 16:m. 
36. E<lwarcl Fitzrandolph, Scituate, 1639. 
37. Bernard Lumbard. Scituate 1639. 
38. Roger Goodspeed, Barnstable, 1689. 
39. Henry Cobb, Scituate, October 21, 1639. 
40. Thomas Huckins, Boston. 16:39. 
41. John Scudder, Boston, 16:~9. 
42. Samuel Mayo, of Barnstable, 1639. 
43. Nathaniel Bacon, of Barnstable, 1639. 
44. Richard Foxwell from Scituate, 1639. 
45. Thomas Dimmock, Hingham, 1639.-[Otis Papers.] 
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to the inquiry ,vhether he n1ight not have been a rnember of that 
church in London, which suffered persecution as related. 

His house lot, containing eight acres, ,vas at Coggin's Pond, and 
,vas one of those presurr1ably laid out under the authority of ~Ir. Calli­
cut. It '\Vas bounded northerly by the lot of Go,~. Hinckley; easterly 
by the Cmn1norn~, \no,v the ancient graveyard); southerly b_y the Com­
n1ons; and westerly by the highway, ,vhich at that time, after crossing 
the hill on the west, turned to the north on the borders of the 
pond, to Gov. Hinckley's old house, ,vhich stood near the pond; and 
thence turned easterly, joining the present road at the head of Cnlve's 
Pasture Lane. In 168B the present road was laid out through Ham­
blen's lot, and leaving a triangular shaped portion of it on the north of 
the road; afterwards, in Imm, the location of the road having been 
changed, tlu~ Ha1nblens ·were allowed to enclose that part of the olcl 
road situated between their land and the pond, adjoining Gov. Hinck­
ley's. rrhe westerly portion of the road which was dh,;continued, op­
posite the south end of the pond, was reserved as a watering-plnce, and 
is so occupied to this day. 

Hi!-: other lands were six shares, a.nd six acres of upland in 
the Calve's Pasture; twenty acres of upland, and the 1neadow on the 
north, bounded easterly by the lund of Henry Bourne, and westerly by 
the laud of Dea. John Cooper; his great lot of fifty acres was bounded 
southwesterly by the Great Indian Pond; southerly by the lot of rrhon1-
as Lothrop; and northerly by the Indian Pond lots, on which his 
son .John built a house. rrhe Hamblens ,vere among the first settlers 
in that part of town; and that region of country is now known as 
"Ha1nl>lin's Plains." In 1686 his house was descril>ed as standing oi:i 
his tweHty-acre lot, on the north side of the highway, l>etween the 
houses of ~Ir. Russell, (known in rnodern tin-ies as Brick .John Hinck­
ley's,) nnd Den. John Cooper, owned by Vfillian1 Hinckley and 
others. 

·l\ir. Otis further says: "1\Ir. Allyn's house lots, Nos. 1 ton, and 
"'ith the lots 1nnnbered 7 to 12, constituted the central portion of the 
Yillage as originally laid out; on the west, prol>ably in the order 
nmned, were the lots of Gov. Hinckley, San1uel I-Iinckley, Gen. Cud­
worth, .Jmncs Hmnblen, etc. rrhe record of the laying out of the lands 
of Barnstable h1 1HHH is lm,;t. rrhe entries 1nade of the lands of l\Ir. Al­
lyn, furnh,h the best infornwtion we haYe on the subject. rrlw house 
lob; contained fron1 six to twelve acres, ·and were all laid out on the 
north side of the highway, west of Rendezvous Lulle. I 11 1G5-! ~Ir. Al­
lyn owned six of the original house lots." In lk!l-1- l\Ir. Unstavus 
Hinckley, who resides in Barnstal>lc, said: ",Yhile the precise spot of 
the location of the house of JaHll'S Hanilin, Senior, cannot be identi­
fied, yet is reduced to very narrow lin1its, iu the rc·cor<led bound~ of our 
country road, laid out in HiS6; and the house of l>ea . • John Cooper is 
still standing in good condition; and the exuct location of ~Ir. Russell's 
house is well known, it having been taken down in recent thne." 
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The narne of :\{r. Ha1nl>len appears frequently in the recor<ls of 
Plyrnouth Colony. 'rJic first 1nention is "1\:larch 1, 1741-2. .Ja111es 
Harnblen was propounded for Free1nan." 

'' At the Genrall Court of our Souraigne Lord, Charles, by the Grace 
of God, King of England, 8cotland, Franc, Ireland, Defender of the 
Fayth &c, holden at Ply1n aforesd the VI.Jth of 1\farch, in the XVI.Jth 
yeare of his lviats now Raigne &c. 

Before Wilhn Bradford, gent. (Jou. (and other 1ne1nbers of the court 
named) James Hamlen (was appointed) Constable for Barnstable." 

List of Free1nen in B.:trnstable in 16-13, taken front Plyn1outh Colony 
Records, Vol. 8, 170-7. Tho:-;e rnarked I have been erm;ed on the ori_q-
1,"n.r,l record. 

I Mr . .Jrnmph Hull I 
" Lotllrope 
" ThoHlU!-i DotllHtock 

Anthon.v An1rnule 
I .Janie~ Cudworth I 

r~aack Robimmn 
Henry Rowley 
.John Uooper 
Henry Cobb 
Bernard Lun1bert 
Henry Bourne 

Willinn1 Caseley 
Mr. Robte Linnett 

" John Mayo 
8a1nuel Hinckley 
Edward Fitzrandle 
(jeorg Lewes 
Smnuel .J ack:-;on. 
.JAME~ HAMLENE 
'11 homas Hinckley 
Nathaniel Bacon 
Dolar Davis. 

Mareh 1->, l(f>7, .JaHies Ha1nblen served on inquest on the body of a 
child, Silneon Davis. 

June~, HVi7, .Jmnes Hm11blcn was sick and could not serYe on the 
Grand Enq ucst. 

The nun1c of .Jmnes Ha1nblen appears in the list of Freenien of Barn­
stable in lH-,8. 

Juue 7, 1070, ,Jan1es Harr1bleu se1Ted on Cfrand Euquest; sauie day 
he was 1nen1ber of a trial jury. 

J\,'.Iay 2H, 1670, Jmnes Hmnl>len, .Juni, and .Ja111es Hmnulen, Seni, in 
list of Freerncn. · 

1\'larch O, 1H71, .Janies Hmuhlen serYed on a jury. 
June~, 1B7H, Janies Hmnblen scrveu on a jury in the case bet\Yeen 

Capt . .John \Villimns and Ed ward .Jen kins. 
July 7, loHl, Jan1cs 1-Ianibfon servPd 011 juries . 
.July U, 1m.;~, .Ja1ucs Ha1uhle11 sun11n01wd to serve on a jury, a11<.l 

served. 
In the list of Fn.•t•rnl'n of Bal'nstalJlc for 1wm, an1011g others appear 

the 1uu11l'S of .hi111Ps IImnhlcu, Jan1es • Jlallluleu, .Jr., John I-Ia111blen, 
Eleaiar Han1blen. 

]\,fr. Lothrop taught that Bn,pthm1 was an ordinance of prinmry itn­
portanee, and puulished a work on the subject, urging that the parent, 
being a me1nbE'r of the church, who unnecessarily delayed the per-
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forinauce of this service, there Ly periled the sal \"atiou of thl' child. 
The practice in ~Ir. Lothrop's church was to baptize children on the 
Sabuath next following their birth. Irnstance~ art• given of children 
born on Sabbath 1norning, and carried two miles the san1e day at an 
incle1nent season of the year to be baptized. 

It would see1n that Ja111e8 HainLlen conforn1ed to this custmn. It 
will be oLserved that his three youngest children were baptized on the 
day of birth. ~:Ir. Otis says: "He was 11ever dignified with the title of 
'Mr.' and was, all his life, called' Good1nan.'" Speaking of this cw-1-
ton1, he says: "In the Plyn1outh Colony, the Uovernor, deputy gov­
ernor, the magistrates and assistants, the 1ninisters of the gospel, elders 
of the church, school 1nasters, officers in the 1nilitia, rnen of great 
wealth or connected with the gentry or nobility alone, were entitled to 
be called, Jfister, and their wiYes, Jfb;fres.'I_; this rule was rigidly en­
forced in earlier colonial times; and in all lists of na,nes, it was ahno:;t 
the invariable custon1, to conunence with those who stood highest in 
rank, and follow that order to the enrl." 

"Goodn1an Harnblen was not n1uch in public life. lle was an hon­
est rnan, a good neighbor and a sincere Christian; he waK industrious 
and prudent in his habits and urought up his children to walk in his 
footsteps. His descendants have, with fow exceptions1 inlwrited the 
good qualities of the ancestor.'' 

The correct spelling of his 11au1e h; a question of doubt. As a n1atter 
of fact people in those tiuies were not particular, and the sa1ue individ­
ual did not spell his own nan1e uniforn1ly, in n1any instances; there 
was no standard of English orthography then. In the foregoing pedi­
gree the name-is spelled Hainelyn and Hmnelin, in the record of bap­
tisms, Han1blin and Harnlin; in the colonial records, Hainlene, Hnn1-
len and Ha1nblen. His pastor, Rev. Mr. Lothrop wrote the name uni­
forn1ly, Hamling·. Hev. ~Ir. Rui-isell, a successor of 1\1Ir. Lothrop, wrote 
it Ha1nblin. His sons and descendants for the first four generations, 
generally wrote it Han1ble1i-; bu~ as signed to his will, it is spelled 
Ilamlln. rrhe descendants spell the nan1e variously: Han1lin, Ha111-
len, Hamline, Han1blin and Han1blen. 

rrhere h,; n tradition that four brothers, who were his descendants, 
agreed, upon their separation, ench to spell the ter1ninatio11 of the nanie 
differently. rrhe tilne and place when• this occurred, or the individuals 
are not known; but in nrntters of t.his kind trnditious are not of 1nuch 
value until estal>lislwd by po~iti ve evid<..•nce. 

DaYid Hmnble11 was of tlw opinion that .Jan1es I-Iaiublen and his 
wife Anne, were both born in London. 

He died in Barnstaule in lWlO. His per:-1ounl estate was appraised at 
£Hl.17.3. J-Ie was probahl~· oY<.'l' eighty year~ old, and had probauly dis­
tributed smnc of his personal estate before his death, a~ indicatl'CT in 
the will. 
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\VILL OF .JAnfES HA~IBLEN. 

RECORD.ED VOL 1, PAGE ~7. BARNS'l'ABLE CO., MASS., .JULY 2], 1888. A. 

'l'RUE COPY FROM r.rnE RECORDS-A'I''I'ES'I' FREJ<jl\fAN H. 

r~oTHROP, REG. 01◄' PROBATE COURT. 

The last "\tVill aud Testan1ent of J an1es Han1)in Senr. of Barnstable .. 

I being weake in body but throu ye mercy of God of good and dis­
posing n1ind and nien1ory, and calling to n1ind ye uncertainty of this 
transitory lite, and being willing to sett things in order as there n1ay 
be peace and good agreernent between n1y chiJdren after n1y decease, I 
do rnake and delare this n1y lai--t will and testan1ent in rnan11er and 
formfl hereafter nwntiorwd \·i~:-

I mprin1is: I will and bequeath n1y soul to God who gaYe it. 
through JeHus Christ, my deare and only RaYiour and Itedeemer and 
n1y body to decent burial as to 1ny Executrix hereaftf>r nmned shall 
seeme n1eete and conYenient, and as for rny outward estate which God 
hath been pleased to lend n1e, my will is that all n1y debts which are in 
right or conscience due to any person shall be first duly satisfied a,nd 
contented. And then 1ny will is that Anne, rny loving wife shall have 
and enjoy all the rest of JllY estate in whatsoever it be during her natu­
ral life for her supporte and lively hood, an<l n1y will is that after her 
decease in as 1nuch as n1y son .J a1nes hath had ten pounds already of 
me, and n1y son BartholPrnew fiye poundi-;, and n1y daughter Hannah,. 
five pounds (according to ye d(lsire of m:v 1nother) so n1y will is that ye 
re:-;t of 111y children shall haYe each of theru five pounds apeace n1ade 
up to then1 out of n1y estate, vi.z: to rny son John five pounds n1y lit­
tle feather bed bolster nnd rugg belonging to it, to be iu part or whole. 
thereof as it shall be appraised; and to n1y daughter Sarah five pounds. 
in ye great fether bed -I lye on with ye bolster and rugg belonging 
thereunto as it shal1 be appraised; And to rny son Eliazcr four pounds 
and five shillings out of my estate which with ye fifteen shillings he 
owes nie 011 account 1nakes up fiye pounds to hhn, . ...i\.nd to n1y son Is­
nwl three pounds and eighteen shillings to n1ake up ye bed andl 
coverlett he hath five pounds to hin1. 

Iten1. l\Iy will is thnt 1ny <laughter Hnrah shall have two of n1y 
platters which shee shall chui--e. ..---\nd n1y "·ill is that lHi'at•l shalll 
have one of 111y pewter platt<.•r:-; ns 1uy sons and daughter already 
ma1-riPd have had each of theu1 one. Ann 1uy will is that whntsoe-ver 
of 1ny estate shall renwinc after my foresd legacies shall l>e pni<l shalll 
after n1y wifes decease be equally divided an1ongst all 1ny children· un­
less n1y wife shnll seP cani-;e to will any part or parts unto any of n1)· sdl 
children as shee shall see fit to thost• that are n10:--t clutyful unto her., 
unto whose liberty n1y will is it shall be left. 
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As also to non1inate an executor to take place after her decease to see 
this n1y last will perforrned, And here in case shee make any will to 
dispose of ye oYerplus as aforesd. 

Iten1. It is rny will that Anne ruy wife be sole Executrix of this 
my last will and testa1nent so long as shee lives. 

In witness whereof I ha Ye hereunto sett 1ny hand and seal this 23 of 
J" anuary Anno Dom' 1H83 .. 

In presence of 
THOS. HINCKLEY, Uov. 
JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

.JAMES HAl\1:LIN [SEAL.] 

Gove. Hinckley and Jonathan Russell witnesses to this will, made 
oath in Court Oetober ye 22th. 1690, that they saw ye above sd James 
Hamlin deceased signe seal and declare this to be his last will and tes­
tament as attest. 

JOSEPI-I LO'rHROP, Clerk. 

The na1ne of his wife, except as given in his will, has not been 
found. 

Children:-
2. Ja1nes, probably born in England, baptized October 21, 1630, died 

October 24:, 1633. 
3. Sarah, probably born in England, baptized Septen1ber 6, 1632, 

probably died in England. 
4. Mary,_ probably born in England, baptized July 27, Hi34. 
5. James, probably born in England, baptized April 10, 1636 .. 
6. Hannah, probably born in England. 
7. Bartholen1ew, born April 11, 1642, Barnstable, baptized April 2!, 

1642. · 
8. John, born June 26, 1644, Barnstable, baptized June 30, 1644. 
H. Sarah, born November 7, 1647, Barnstable, baptized same day .. 

10. Eleaz~r, born March 17, 1H49, Barnstable, baptized sarne day. 
11. Israel, born June 25, 165:!, Barnstable, baptized same day. 
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[-!] MARY HAMBLEN,2 (,Trtrnes,1 ) baptized in St. Lawrence, Read­
ing, Berkshire, England, July 27, 1H34. 

About this member of the family there is much uncertainty; as has 
been stated James Hamblen probably had s1i1ch a daughter, no further 
trace of whom has been discovered, unless she was one of those men­
tioned in this sketch. Mr. Otis does not appear to have any knowlege 
of this child, nor of the St. Lawrence records of baptisms, but gives the 
marriages of two in Barnstable ua111ed Mary Ha1nblen,-one for 
whose ancestry he does not attempt to account. One married Benja­
min Hatch,~ .Jan. 17, 1678, his first ,vife, ,vho died before 1682; and 

4 The progenitor of Benjamin Hatch. who married Mary Hamblen, was Thom­
as, who was in Barnstable as early as 1641. Very litt)e is known of him, and he died in 
1661. He had a wife named Grace, and Otis says: "She must havo been a second wife, 
for if Jonathan and Lydia had been her children, she would not have allowed them in 
youth to have been aliens from their father's house." His child1·en wore probab)y born 
in England-Jonathan born about 16'~4: and Lydia about 1626; and there may have boen 
others. He was probably not a young man as stated by Mr. Savage. Jonathan, son of 
Thomas, at the age of fourteen, was bound as an apprentice to Lieut. Richard Daven­
port, of Salem; his father, mother and sister had removed to Yarmouth, leaving him 
among strangers; after remaining two yC'ars, he deserted and came to Boston; Septem­
ber 2, 1640, i.,e was arrested as a fugitive from service, and sentenced to be severely 
whippP,d and committed as a slave to Lieut. Davenport; but he c•scapecl to his father's 
house in Yarmouth; March 1, 1642 he was taken as a vagabond, to be whipped and sent 
from constable to constable, to Lieut. Davenport, at Salem. This sentence was recon­
sidered by the court, as it had no authority over a party rc>siding in another· jurisdic­
tion, and ho was appointc>d to dwell with Mr. Stephen Hopkins. In 1645 he was one of 
the quota of Barnstable to go on an expedition against the Narraganset Indians. 
His parents appears to hav<> taken no interest in his welfare. This can be accounted 
for on the theor;r that Grace was a second wife of his fatlwr. Tho boy was exposed to 
temptation on every hand; he had no friends upon whom to rel~,; a boucl servant, a 
slave, which his proud spirit cou)d not brook; he resisted and escaped from servitude, 
and for which he was punished. We cannot but admire his bold and manly resistance 
of the intolerant spirit of the age>, and of the law, which banished him from his father's 
house. and deprived him of his liberty. He married Sarah. daughter of Henry Rowley, 
and resided several years in '\Vt•st Barnstable, and removed to South Sea, Barn­
stable. In 1661 he removed to Falmouth, but returned again to Barnstable later. 
He was admitted a freeman of Barnstable June 24, 1690. Time had tempered the fire of 
his impetuosity, and he had become a sober. religious man. He dfrd December, 1710. 
His will is dated September Hi, 170;j, proved January 4. 1710-11. He had eleven children 
from 16l7 to lll69. among whom was Benjamin, the fifth child; there are discrepancies 
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had Abigail born A.ugust 4, l!i79, and Mary born March H, 1B81. Hatch 
was twenty-three years old at the tilne of this 1narriage. An­
other l\iary 1narried John Davis,•> Jr., February 22, lOH2, his second 
wife, who died N ove1nber, 1HH8; and had Shobal, born July 10, 1694; 
Janies, born l\larch 2-1, HiDG, and Ebenezer, 1Jorn l\'Iay 13, 1697. Davis 
was forty-two years old at the time of this 1narria,ge. 'rhe records so 
far disclose the nan1es of but two narned l\iary Hamblen in Barnstable, 
eligible to these n1.arriages: Mary,2 daughter of .Taines,1 and l\'Iary,-3 
daughter of .Jarnes,2 born July 24, 166-l. l\'Ir. Otis states, that the latter 
n1arried Hatch as above stated; if true she was then less than sixteen 
years of age. It seen1s hardly probable that l\'Ir. Hatch, a youth of 
twenty-three yl'ars, n1arried the elder Mary, a lady forty-four years of 
age, or that she was the n1other of children after that age. On the 
other hand it see1ns in1probaule that the elder l\'Iary niarried l\'Ir. Davis 
and becanie the n1other of children at the age of fifty-eight years. 
There n1ay have been others in Barnstnble, at these periods, na1ned 
Mary Ma1nblen. It is n1ore probable that Mr. Davis, at the age of for­
ty-two years nutrried 1\!Inry, daughter of Jmnes,2 at the age of thirty­
eight years as his second wife. It is ,vorthy of notice that Jan1e8 Ham­
blenl does not n1ention a daughter l\iary in his will, dated .January ~3_, 
1683, and that there were other Hainlins nnd Han1blens residing at 
Boston about this period. The facts are stated ns found nnd left for 
investigation. 

between tho Barnstable and Falmouth records, rPspocting the ag"S of the children. 
According to the former Benjamin was born September 7, 165:l; tho lattf'r gives the elate 
June 6, 16f>6. He was a farmer; married three titn~~s. first to Mary Hamblen, as stated-: 
she died early, ~_nd he married seconcl, March 16, 11.ki~ • .Elizab,~th Eld¥; third, Exp3ri­
ence1 widow of Jabez Davis, daughtPr of David Linnell, February l'.~, 1711-12. He re­
moved to Mansfield, Connecticut, in 1729, ard dietl th:.,re1 or at Tollard b·Jfuro tln year 
rrn6.-[0tis Papns.J 

5 Tho progenitor of John Davis, Jr., who marrin,1 Mary Hamlen as his second wife, 
was Dolar Davis, who appears iu Barnstable as Parly as IG43: probably a native of Ben­
nefield, Northamptonshire, England; married as early as 1618, Margery, daughter of 
Richard Willard, of Horsemondon, County Kont, England, and came over in 16:-W in 
company with his brother-in-law, Major Simon Willard, a man of note, and stopped 
first at Cambridge, where he was one of tho first S'.Jttkrs in rn•~f>, but removed in rn:16 .. 
He was one of tho proprietors of land in Concorcl. In 16:38 h~ was in Duxbury., 
and had lands granted to him at North Hill, April 6. rn-to. In May. 16-H he was 
called, "of ~cituate." In August, 164:~, he and his sons wore incluclnil among 
those able to bear arms in Barnstable. He probably cam~ tl) Barnstable in 1G89 with 
the first settlers, but did not make it a permanent residouc,) until 164:2 or :-3. He was a 
carpenter, a master builder. In 16:>5 he removed to Concord, Mass. Married socond~ 
Joanna, daughter of Rev. Joseph Hull, widow of ,John Burslt•)·. He died in 167:l, will 
dated September 12, 1672, His eldest son, John, was born h England. ~farried by l\Ir. 
Prince, at Eastham, March 15 164:81 Hannah, daughter of Robert Linnell, of Barnstable. 
He was a house carpenter, and resided in Barnstable; diecl 170:~; will dated May 10, 1701.­
proved April £1, 1708; twelve children, the eldest, ,John, born in Barnstable January 15, 
1649-50. He was a carpenter and resided in Barnstable; married first, February 2, 1674, 
Ruth Goodspn.ecl; second, Mary Hamblen, as stated in the text; third, Hannah, widow 
of Nathaniel Bacon. He removed to Falmouth in 1710. and died 1729, naming in his will 
ten sons and two daughters.-[Otis PapL•rs.] 
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[5] .JA~IE8 H.Al\IBLEN,2 (./r1mes.l ) It is supposed that he was born 
in England and baptized in the parish of Rt. Lawrence, Read­
ing, Berkshire, England, April 10, 1H36; that he ca1ne over with 
his mother prior to 1G42, and resided at Barnstable, first, at his 
Coggin's Pond lot, until 1702; ·when he removed to Han1blin•s 
Plains, West Barnstable; where his son Ebenezer occupied the 
old hon1estead, which he afterwards sold to Col. John Gorham. 

Mr. Gustavus F(inckley, of Barnstable, ·writes in 1894, that the site 
of his house on his father's Coggin's Pond lot is well known; it having 
been owned and occupied by three generations of Gorharr1; a 1nodern 
house was built about forty years ago over the old ce11ar. Mr. Otis says, 
that he lived all his life in Barnstable; but David Han1blen says, he died 
in Tisbury, May 3, 1718. He ,vas a farmer, an exemplary meinber of 
the church and a good citizen. He n1arried lVIary Dunhan1, Noverr1ber 
20, lUt!. She was born 1H42. Otis says, she was probably the daughter 
of Dea. John, of Plyn1outh; but Prof. Charles E. Hamlin, who gave 
considerable attention to this branch of the farr1ily, and from which he 
descended, says: she was daughter of John, of Martha's Vinyard. Per­
haps Otis and Prof. Han1lin referred to the samt> individual. Mr. 
Hinckley says, her grave is about sixty rods distant frorn the site of the 
house, on their Coggin's Pond lot, and the slate headstone bears the in­
scription: "Mary, wife of James Han11in, died April ye 19th 1715, in ye 
73d year of her age." 

Jarnes Han1blen is expressly named in his father's will, dated Janu­
ary ::3, 1683. David Ha1nblen states that his children, lVIary, Eleazar 
and Experience,, are expressly referred to in his will, as being then de­
ceased in 1717; and infers that his children Elisha; John and Benjan1in 
were also dead, fron1 the fact that neither of then1, nor any child of 
theirs i~ n1entioned in the will. 

His nan1e frequently appears in the Colonial records: lVIay 2H, 1H70, 
J"ames Harnblen, Juni., in list of Freemen. June -3, 1671, James Hain­
blen, J uni., app. to inspect the Ordinaries (Taverns) in Barnstable. 
June u, 16~2, Jarnes Han1blen, Junir., Member of Grand Enquest. 

Children, born in Barnstable:-
12. bfary, born July 24, 1HH4. 
{3. Elizabeth, born I-1'ebru-ary 14, 166:"i-6. 
14. Eleazar, born April 12, loU8. 
1:i. Experience, born April li, 16H8. 
10. .Jarnes, born August 2(i, 16HH. 
1 i. .Jonathan, born March G, l!i70-1. 
18. A son, born l\farch ~8, lti7~; died April 7, 1672. 
lH. E.benel'.er, boru July :W, 1H74. 
20. Elisha, born March •>i 1676-7; died Decen1ber 20, 1H77. 
il. Hope, Lorn l\ifarch 13, 167f)-80. 
~2. Job, born .January 15, 1H81. 
23. .John, born Jnnuary 12, 1H83. 
i4. Benjainin, baptized March 16; 1684-.5. 
20. Elkannh, baptized 1685. 



SECOND GENERATION. 57 

[7] BARTHOLOJ\iIEW HAniiBLEN,2 (~Tames,1) born in Barnstable, 
April 24, 16-1-2; n1arried January 20, 1673, Susannah Dunham, per­
haps a sister of Mary, wife of his brother .Jan1es. He resided on 
his father's twenty-acre lot, adjoining Dea. Cooper's and Mr. Rus­
sell's home lots; was a farmer, a worthy and a respectable man. 

His name and that of his brother, Eleazer, appear as soldiers in the 
company of Capt . .John Gorha1n, in King Phillip's, or the Narragan­
sett War, 1675; and they are both expressly na1ned in the list of gran­
tees in the Narragansett grants of land in Maine,6 years after their 
death, supposed to have been clailned by their heirs. This sanguinary 
Indian battle, the hardships and casualties of which have few paral­
lels, was fought December 10, 1675, Old Style; the place was in South 
Kington, R. I., on an island of about five acres in a swamp called Pat­
tyswan1scott, where the Indians had a fortified town. The white 
forces actually rnustered 1,127 men, composed of six companies from 
Massachusetts Bay, two from Plymouth and five from Connecticut 
Colonies. The previous day had been extren1ely cold; the snow fell 

6 NARRAGANSETT GRA~TEES, GORHAM, MAINE. 

BARN ST ABJ.E, 

Mary Dovonour. 
Jacob Hiuckly. 
J, ,hn Carmon. 
Geo. Lewis. 
John Hatlrnway. 
Joseph Higgins. 
Samuel Bryant. 
Richard Ellingham. 
Samuel Childs. 
Samuel Barman. 
Samuel Linnell. 
Dr. Matthew Fuller. 
Samuel Fuller. 
Tbos. Fuller. 
Increase Clap. 
Josop'fr T~lor. 
John Doncan. 
BARTHOLEMEW HAMBLIN. 

ELEAZElt HAMBLIN. 

Thomas Huckins. 

Samuel Barker (or Baker). 
Richard Taylor. 
William (ha~•. 
William Chase. 
Capt. ,John Gorham. 
Thomas Baxtor. 
John Thatcher. 
. John Hallett. 
John Matthews. 
Thomas Thorton. 
William Gray. 

YARMOUTH, 

John Phinney. 
J oscph Bearce. 
Samuel Hinckley. 
Samuel Allyn. 
Samuel Davis. 
John Lewis' heirs. 
Caleb Lomburu. 
J osoph Gorham. 
,Josiah Davis. 
Ebenezer Goodspeed. 
Ebenezer Clap. 
Lot Conant. 
Jedediah Lombard. 
Samuel Cops. 
Joseph Blush (or Blish). 
John Howland, 
John Cla1·k. 
Shubael Gorham, Jr. 
Joseph Crock<>r. 
John Goodspeed. 

Jonathan Smith. 
Samuel Jones. 
Richard Taylor. 
Thomas Felton. 
John Gage. 
William Fallen. 
William Gage. 
Annanias Wing . 
John Crowell. 
John Chase. 
Henry Golds. 
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fast and deep; the soldiers had 1narched the preceding night throng h 
tangled, pathless woods, ·wading through snow until nearly noon; four 
hundred of the rnen were so badly frozen as to be con1pletely unfit for 
duty. rrhe Indians had forn1ed a wooden fortress, the entrance to 
·which was narrow and reached hy crossing on a fallen tree. The fight 
lasted slx hours; six of the captains of the con1panies were killed; of 
the company of Capt. Gorhan1, thirty were killed and forty-one wounded; 
but -the victory ,vas c01nplete, and the power of the Narragansetts for­
ever broken. It is estimated that 700 Indian warriors were slain, be­
sides 300 that afterwards died of wounds; not more than 300 escaped; 
the town was burned and the aged nien and women and children 
were killed, perished in the :fla1nes, or starved fron1 cold and hunger. 
After the battle the -arn1y waded through the snow eighteen ruiles be­
fore their wounds could be dressed, or refreshrnents obtained. A grant 
of lands was made by the General Court of Massachuf-letts l\Iay 27, 
1685, for the benefit of the soldiers in thb; war, which does not appear 

Samuel Hall. 
James Maker. 
James Claghorn. 
Joseph Hall. 
Samuel Hedge. 
Nu thanicl Hall. 
,Joseph Whilden. 
Samuel Thomas. 
\Villiam Baker. 

Timothy Cole. 
Jnremiah Smith. 
,Jona than Green. 
,Joseph and Samuel Doane. 
Thomas Paine. 
Jedediah Higgins. 
Eliakim Higgins, 
Joseph Downings. 
Benjamin Downings. 
John Freeman. 
Jonathan Sparrow. 

Jonathan Morrey. 
Samuel Toby, for his uncle. 
Nathaniel Wing. 
Jehosaphat Eldridge. 

William Ring. 
Thomas Savery. 

Robert Barker. 
Robert Sanford. 
Thomas Bonney. 

EASTHAM. 

SANDWICH. 

PLYM:O'C'TH, 

DUXBURY. 

Richard Lake. 
,Jabez Gorham. 
Hf'nry Gage. 
Yelverton Crowell. 
,J ohu Pugsley. 
Daniel Bakm·. 
,Jonathan White. 
Samuel Baker. 

;John Knowles. 
Samuel Atkins. 
,John Doane. 
Thomas Mulford. 
Daniel Doane. 
John Walker. 
John Myrick. 
Nathaniel William8. 
Josiah Cook. 
Joseph Harding. 
GPorge Brown. 

- Si1muel Gibbs. 
,John Lewis. 
James Atkins. 

Peter Tinkman. 

Stephen Sampson. 
Thomas Hunt. 
Thomas Standish. 

TISBURY, Jonathan Lombard. 
ABINGTON, William Harrage. 
SCITUATE, Timothy White, 

-[Pierce's History of Gorham, Maine.] 
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to have been located; sir..1ilar grants and legislation on the subject were­
niade Decen1ber 14, 17~7; .Tune 15, 17:28; June H, 17~i; April 2H, 1733; 
February 2, 178H, and July n, 17XH. The final result was that seven 
townships of land were granted to the surviving soldiers of King Phil­
lip's war, and to the heirs of those deceased, 120 proprietors to each 
to,vn, 840 proprietors in all. 'rhese towns ,vere called Narragansett 
grants, nun1bers 1, ~, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; Gorha1ntown being nun1ber 7, in 
which several of the Hamblen farnilies afterwards settled, now being· 
the town of Oorhan1, ~iaine. Some of the conditions in these grants. 
were, that the proprietors should reserve a portion of the land for the 
support of schools and the minister, and settle sixty fan1ilies, and a 
learned orthodox rninister in each town, within seven years frorr1 Jan-· 
ua.ry 1, 17B4. ,.rhe 1ninister's tax in Maine, resulting from this legisla­
tion, caused no little disturbance, and the questions were unsettled un­
til the divorce of church and state, after the ad1nission of Maine into 
the Union in 1820. It does not appear that Bartholomew or Eleazar 
Hamblen or their descendants ever settled in Gorharn, nor that any of· 
the Han1blens who did settle there, did so as proprietors. Their shares 
,vere probably sold, as there seen1s to have been quite a trade in that 
class of property in the early days of the town. Col. Shubael Gorham, 
a grandson of Capt. John, was a heavy dealer in Gorham property, 
fro1n which he suffered financial en1barrassrnent. Bartholo1new was. 

expressly n1entioned in the will of his father, dated January 23, 1683. 
He died in Barnstable April 24, 1704, and the following docu1nents re­
late to the settlement of his estate: 

BOOK 2, PAGE 1H6. (SEALE) 

13aruabas Lothrop Esqr. C01nn1issionated by the Governor and 
Councill for the granting of Probate of Wills and Letters of Ad1ninis­
tration within the County of Barnstable In the Province of Massachu­
setts Bay in Nt->w England. To Susannah Hantblen widow and relict. 
of Bartholoniew Hamlin· late of Barnestnble in the c·ounty of Barne­
stable in the Province of aforesd now deceased. rrrusting in your fidel­
ity, discression and faithfulness I do by these presents con1itt unto you 
full power to adrninister on all and singular the goods, cha1tels, rights. 
and credits of the sd Bartholornew Ha1nhlen your deceased husband 
who died intestate and well and faithfully to disp ,se of the same ac­
cording to law and to render a plaine and true accouut of your sd ad--
1ninistration upon oath when lawfully called thereunto. A11d I do by 
these presents ordain constitute and appoint ;yon Adrr1inistratrix of all 
and singular the goods, chattels, rights aud credits of the sd Bartholo-
1new Han1b1in. 

In testirnony whereof I have hereunto sett 1ny hand and scale of sd 
office. 

Dated at Barnestable this 31th day of May in the third year of our· 
1\'Iajties Reign Annoque Dmnini 1704. 

BARNABAS LOTHROP. 
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BOOK 2, PA.GE 167. 
' Articles of Agreernent had 1nade and concluded on by and between 

Susanna Hamblin widow and relict of Bartholornew Harnblin late of 
the Town and County of Barnestable in New England now deceased 
and Adininistratrix to the estate of the sd deceased on the one party, 
and Mercy Hamblen, Patience Hainblen, Susanna Hainblen and Ex­
perience Han1blen al children of the sd deceased of the other party of 
about and concerning the settlernent and division of th{• sd estate or so 
n1uch thereof as may or doth belong to them the said foure children 
and daughters of the sd descl which is as followeth that is to say that 
the sd Susanna Han1blen Administratrix aforesd doth covenant and 
pron1is to pay or cause to be paid unto them ye sd Mercy Harri b]en 
Patience Hainblen, Susanna Hamblin & Experience, her daughters 
their heirs, executors administrators or assigns the full sum of fifteen 
pounds apiece to each of thern and to be paid in sonie convenient time 
as soon as shee the sd Susanna Hamblin Administratrix aforesd can 
-0onveniently pay the sanie for and in consideration of sd sum of fifteen 
pounds a piece to be well and truly paid as aforesd they the sd Mer­
-0y Harnblin, Patience Hamblin, Susanna Hamblen and Experience 
Hamblen for the1nselves ye heirs executors and Ad1ninistrators do by 
these presents quitt claim unto her the sd Susanna Hamblin their 
n1other and Administratrix a.foresd of and in all the estate both real 
and personal yt belonged to and left by the sd Bartho]ome,v Han1blen 
their deceased father. 

In testitnony whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto 
sett their hands and seals this one and thirtyeth day of May Anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundred and foure. 

In presence of 
Wl\'I. BASSETT. 
THO. FULLER. 

SUSANN A HAMBLIN (Seale) 
MERCY HAMBLIN (Seale) 
PA'fEENCE HAMBLIN (Seale) 
SUSANNA HAMBLEN (Seale) 
EXPEH.IENCE HAMBLEN, (Seale) 

On the same 31th day of May then the above named Susanna Ham­
blen the mother of Mercy Han1blen, Patience Hamblen, Susanna 
Ha1nblen & Experience Hamblen the daughters all personally ap­
peared before Barnabas Lothrop Esqr. Judge of Probate &c. for this 
County of Barnestable & acknowledged the above written instru1nt. to 
be their act and deed. 

BARNABAS LO'rHROP. 

BOOK 2, PAGE 168. 

June the 5th, 1704, then· the estate of Bartholomew Han1blen late of 
the Town of Barn<>stable who died intestate settled by Barnabas Loth­
rop Esqr. Judge of Probate &c for the County of Barnestable as follow-
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eth: first that Susanna Han1blen widow and relict of the deceased have 
after del>ts and funerall charges be paid, the one-third part of all the 
personall estate to be att her own disposing forever. And that she 
have the use and improven1ent of the one-third part of the real estate 
during her natural life. And secondly, that Samuel Hain blen the 
eldest son have the lands at the ponds and the 1neadow at Bearse's Isl­
and and broad sound bank and ten shares of Con1ons he paying out 
fifty pounds to the sd Susanna his mother no,v Administratrix to sd 
estate. In order to enable her the better to pay out to the rest of the 
children what is hereby ordered to them as they shall conie of age or as 
she is to pay the san1e and then the rest and reniaining part of all the 
estate both real and person all to be equally divided to and mnongst all 
the rest of the children that is to say to l\,fercy Han1blen, Patience 
Hamblin, Susanna Han1blen Experience Han1blin, John Han1blin, 
Ebenezer Hamblin, ~Iary Hamblin, Bethyah Harnhlin, Relyance Ham­
blin each of the1n to have an equall part thereof nnd that the third part 
of the real estate sett out to the widow for her dower during life shall 
be alike divided in equall proportion to and arnongst then1 the sd Mer­
cy Hmublcn, Patience Han1 blen, Susanna llainblin, Experience Ham­
blin, John Han1blin, Ebenezer Han1blin, l\Iary Han1blin, Bethyah 
Harnblin and Reliance Hainblin children of the sd deceased, only ex­
cepting which any of the sd children have or shall as they co1ne of age 
otherwise agree with the sd Rusanna their rnother. 

BARNABAS LOrrHROP. 

BOOI{. 2, PAGE 170. 

A true Invintory of the Lands, Goods, Chattels nnd estate of Bar­
tholmnew Han1blen of Barnestable deceased as it ,vas prized by .Job 
Crocke1·, rrhos. Sturges and .John Hinckley', .Junr, the :!3 of May, 1704. 

£ s. d. 
In1prhnis, his homestead "'ith the meadow at the end of it 

and an Islond of sedge upon the flatts against Lrode sound 
point with his thirty-seven shareB and halfe of comons to 
it all - - 145_00_00 

It. In land at the poncl and n1eadow att Benrses Island 
and brode sound bunks with 10 slull'es of Con1ons to it -

It. I-Iis purse and npparcll 
It. in pillows and fonthL•rs hel011ging to a, Lead 

80_00_00 
- OG_OLOO 

OL14_00 
It. in pillion mid pillion cloth & spinning wheel and cover-

lid - 01 _01 _oo 
It. in iudian corn 02_00_00 
It. in a razor wooden dishes, a cuske trays piggin & earthen 

,vare -
It. in iron kittle and iron pot 
It. in a hoe heating iron Laskett and seed corn 
It. in earth dish bottles and jug 

- 00_()!)_06 
OO_HLOO 

- 00_04_00 
00_01_02 
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It. in books _ 
It. in a neb and yoak and shovel 
It. i11 heifers _ 
It. in cows and calves 
It. in young cattle 
It. in horse kind in the woods and at ho111e _ 
It. in pillow biers and lining 
It. in bed bedstead and furniture curtaines and valienei-; 
It. in bed bedsted and furniture 
It. in two trundle beds with their furniture _ 
It. in table lining 
It. in yarn flex and midlings _ 
It. in baskets and lurnber _ 
It. in loon1s and tackling belong to it _ 
It. in corn and beans 
It. in corn upon the ground 
It. in cart _µlow and yoak 
It. in tools and other irnplirnents 
It. in chains and axe1-1 
It. in books 
It. in cotton yearn and blankets sythes and sneath 

00_04_00 
_ OO_OLOO 

oG_oo_oo 
_ 0H_l-L00 

02_12_00 
_ 0ti_Io_oo 

01_}8_00 
_ 06_03_00 

02_10_00 
_ o:-Loo_oo 

00_13_06 
_ OLOL06 

00_09_02 
_ 02_00_80 

OLOO_Oo 
_ 00_17_00 

02_08_00 
_ oo_ H)_oo 

oo_ H;_oo 
_ 00_14_06 

00_18_00 
It. in horse gears, cart rope and sadle and sheard sheep & 

cornbs 04_18_00 
02_01-00 It. in swine flex and broke _ 

It. in brass bel 1nettle 
· It. in pewter, tinn and cn,ndlesticks 

_ 01_04_00 
02_08_06 

It. in earthen plates and platters knitting needles knives 
scissors and all so sn1aI1 ware _ _ 00_12_00 

It. in earthern and :-;tone juggs earthen pans and pots _ 00_06_03 
It. in wooden dishes earthen pots box iron and pans _ OO_OtL03 
It. iu pales and 1norters, iron pott and kittle needing trough 

barrils and sivei,; Oi_03_00 
It. in trenches and spoons basket corn and bags bole and 

tray _ 00_14_00 
It. in ciAairs tables and spinning wheels _ 02_02_0H 
It. in stone jugs little bottles and boxe:-; tlued pins and 

srnall chest and Lox _ 00_ 18_ 10 
It. in chests and box guns sword and pi:-;tol powder bullPts 

horn and cartouch box 03_ 15_ 00 
Jt. in pot hangers fire slice ;u1d tongs an<l fr_ying pan 
It. in -- a ladder and ~Olh tobaco 

_ 00_l(L06 
OL 14_00 

30H_OG_l0 
More one yearling sheep conic to knowledge since thi:-- TnYin-

tory was taken. 
It. in debts due the the estate _ _ 03_14_06 

more due the estate 
.It. in debts due frorn the estate 

00_07_0H 
HL1·L02 
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8usanna Han1blen widow and relict of Bartholomew Han1blen late 
of Barnestable now deceased appeared before Barnabas Lothrop Esqr. 
J"udge of Probate &c. for this County of Barnstable and n1ade oath that 
the above written is a true Invintory of the estate of the sd Bartholo-
1new Han1blin her deceased husband so far as she knows and if any­
thing that is materiall shall yet further come to her knowledge she will 
bring it to this Inventory. 

Attest: WM. BASSE'11rr, Regtr. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

26. San1uel, born December 25, 167-l. 
27. 1\-Iercy, born June 1, 1677. 
28. Patience, born A_pril 15, 1H80. 
29. Smm,111uth, born March lH, 1682. 
30. :Experience, born February l 3, 1U84-. 
31. .John, born .June 19, 1686; died April 26, 1705. 
32. Ebenezer, born March 23, 1689. 
33. Mary, born May :za, 1691. 
34. Bethia, born N oven1ber 26, 1693. 
35. Reliance, born N oven1ber 30, l(i9H. 

[8] .JOHN !JAMBLEN,2 (,f((mes,l) born in Barnstable June 26, 1644, 
baptized June 30, 1B44. 

Married August, 16G7, Sarah, daughter of Austin or Augustine 
Bearse, 7 born in Barn~table March 28, 1B4G. He resided at Hmnblin's 
Plains, and was a fartner. It appears that he had a large landed es­
tate, and o"'ned three houses or tene1nents; that at the Indian Pond he 
did not occupy hilnself; but his dwelling was further north on the 
plain. He i!-1 expressly nmned in the will of his father, dated January 
23, 168H. rrhe will of his son, John, ·who died unn1arried in 1734, fur-
11ishes 111any particulars respecting this fam.ily. 

I-Iis wife was an early nie1nber of the church; he did not join until 
late in life. He survived his wife, and died ii1 1718. His personal es­
tate wa:-- npilraise<l at -£1HR.O.s. 

7 Anstin, or .\ugnstirw Bl',trsP, father of Sarah, who marrio<l ,Jolin Hamblen; pro­
gt•nitor of thP Raru,.;tahl<' family of that IH\Ill<'; callll' from Southampton, England. in 
shit>, l 'onti<loncl', of London .. \.pril ~!, 16'.t.;; all(l was then twenty years of ago. He came 
to Barnstable with the first com1mny in 16:19; was admitted a freeman May :3, 165:3; be­
.came a mPmlwr of l\lr. Lothrop's church April ~~I, 16.tc:t Tho record of this marriage has 
not been found; wa,.; living in 16Kfi, but died ht-fore 1697. Otis says: "Ho was one of tho 
vcQ· few agaim;t whom no complaint was evnr made; a fact which speaks well for his 
•character as a man and citizen; a farmer; lived on the products of his land; and 
brought up his large family to be liko himscM, useful members of society. Goodma:n, 
Bearce <lid what he lw hom-~tly b~ilioved to b!'J his duty." Eleven childrcu.-[Otis 
Papers.] 



THE HAMLIN FAMILY. 

COPY OF rrHE \VILL OF JOHN HAlVIBLEN. 

In the nanie of God An1en. I .John Han1blin Senr of the Town and 
County of Barnstable in ~ ew England being aged and infirm of body 
and sensible of the frailty of this life and the certainty of death, and 
yet being of sound memory and disposing mind (blessed be God) a1n 
willing to sett n1y house in order before I go hence and be no more 
here, do therefore make this my last WHl and Testament in manner & 
forn1 following viz: 

First, I give rny soul to Almighty God that gave it nie and 1ny 
body to the earth frorn whence it was taken to be buried in such Chris­
tian & decent n1anner as to ruy Executor hereafter nan1ed shall be 
thought best believing ye resurection of the dead and in the rnercy of 
God thro ye Lord .Jesus Christ rny glorious Redee1ner and that I shall 
stand before hin1 at the last day; And as to that portion of the g·ood 
things that Uod in his free bounty hath graciously lent unto inc u1y 
,vill and rneaning is that it shall be dbposed as followeth; that is after 
all n1,y just debts and funeral charges be paid.-

In1prs.-I give and bequeath to n1y so11 John the one half of n1y 
tene1nent att the Indian Pond with u1y dwelling houise and half the 
barn: 'l1hat is to say, half the land as followeth vfa: all the neck ( only 
reserving so1ne wood there for llenjan1in as hereafter expressed) aud 
the land adjoining to the neck to a tree n1arked by the corner 
of the Pond next to .Joseph Han1blin; fr01u thence Hetts west 36 
degrees north to a stake in the field a little to the northwest of ye barn 
and fron1 sd stake setts easterly straight to the southeast corner of ye 
new Iott to the northard of the lane or way that goeth through it leav­
ing the way to be south of sd line and. frorn the old lott is bouuded by 
sd ,vay or lune to a stake in ye hollow or vnley and frmn said stake 
along· sd valey to the gulle and so to ye Pond, only reserving free 
egress and regress for Benjamin to the barn and about ye lmrn, so long 
as it shall stand there, and ~1lso the southern1ost pnrt of ye ne"~ lot to the 
north of ye sd ,vay as it is no,v found in; only reserving a convenient 
,vay over the S. W. corner of the ~ast n1entioned piece for llenjan1in to 
goe to the land within; to have and to hold the pren1ises to hin1 the sd 
John his heirs and assigm; forever. 

rteni. T give and bequeath unto 1ny son Benjainiu the other half 
of n1y tenen1ent at the Ponds and the 011e half of the Larn and ueces­
Rary ways with free egress mid regress to and about the barn as exeept­
ed and reserved in what I have given to .Joh11 to hi111 his heirs and 
assigns forever. Also I g·ive to n1y Haid son Bl'llj:.rn1i11 the wood that is 
no"· growing on about five acres of land in the neck not given to John 
it hf'ing in two pieces, the one being at ye N. "\V. corner of the sd neck 
beginning at a white oak niarked on four sides, 'I1hence setts ,v. N. W. 
about HO rods hy 1narked trees to the Pond; and also R. 8. W. by 
marked trees about ~H rods to a ,vhite oak pole marked at the S. E. cor­
ner, Thence setts againe W. N. vV. to the pond, and then bounded by 
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it. rrhe other piece lyes in the narrow of the N eek, runneth across it 
south thirty degrees east and is about 14 rods wide and is bounded out 
by 1narked trees including a swan1p in it. The wood of the first piece 
to be taken off in six years next coming after the date hereof; and off 
the last in hvelve and he shall cut all clean as he goeth that the land 
may be more profitable to his brotlu-r. 

Iten1. I give and bequeath unto my two sons John and Benjamin 
all 1ny upland and 1narsh at Scorton and Iott of marsh lying by Spring 
Creek adjoing to Dea. Chipmans 1narsh and also my part in the dock 
by Spring Creek and n1y n1arsh and upland lying by it with privilege 
of a way up to the highway; onely reserving liberty for n1y son Ebene­
zer to bring dry hay into sd dock and land it there and cart it up sd 
way. I also give to n1y sd two sons all n1y wood. Iott in the timber 
land and rny half planting Iott at Skonkenut to hold all sd severall 
pieces and parcells of marsh and upland with privilege of dock and 
way to then1 their heirs and assigns foreYer. 

Ite1n. I give and bequeath unto my son Ebenezer all 1ny tenement 
where I now dwell at Coopers Pond and my part of the wood lott lying 
below sd tenen1ent and n1y half planting lot lying by the Round 
Pond and all ye n1arsh which I bought with sd tenernent with half a 
Iott n1ore of the late Con1an n1arsh lying near the n1outh of Spring 
Creek and ye privilege in ye dock above nientioned to him his heirs 
and assigns forever. And I give to my sd son four pounds and ten 
shillings in cart, yoake and chains and cart-wheels and ploughs ye 
which he hath in his custody. 

Item. I gh;.e to niy son John my bed on which I lodge with all ye 
furniture belonging to it. 

Item. I give to my three sons aforernentioned, to them and their 
heirs forever: all n1y right or part in the Comon or undivided land in 
Barnstable to be equally divided among thern. 

Item. I give and bequeath to n1y daughter Rogers forty shillings. 

Item. r giYe and bequeath to my daughter King forty shillings. 
Item. I give and my will is that all the remaining part of my 

est.ate shall be equally divided among n1y children viz: my nine 
daughter three sons and 1ny daughter-in-law 'rhankful the wife of Eben­
ezer. rrhat is all nty estate ( debts and legacyes being paid as above 
sd) In the hands of 1ny sons or elsewhere a list or sca.dul of wh is 
in n1y sons hands is hereto affixed. 

And I do appoint ordain and constitute 1ny son .John Hamblin 1ny 
sole Executor to this n1y last will and testament. In witness \Vhereof 
I the sd John Han1blin have hereunto sett 1ny hand and seal this third 
day of January in ye first day of his niajtfos reign- Anno D01nini l 714~ 

his 
I I 

JOHN FF HAMBLIN (SEAL) ,-, 
mark and seal. 
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Signed sealed aud declal'('< l to Le 1n,v last ,Yill arnl rresta111pnt in 
presence of 

36. 
37. 
38. 
3H. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
40 o. 

44. 
45. 

-4G. 
47. 

SAl\IUEL BACO~ 
EBENEZER I-IAl\IBLIX 
REBECI{AH PAHIZEH. 

Children, born in BarnshilJle: 
Melatiah, born July 1, lrn,H, living unnwrried in l 7X-1-. 
Priscilla, born April 30, 11>70. 
Sarah, born July I, 1H71. 
Martha, born February lH, I U7:!-3. 
Experience, born April lU, 1674. 
Hannah, born FelJruary IH, lo7,5-H. 
Esther, born l\ilarch 17, 1(;77, rnarricd her cousin .Jonathan (17). 
rrhankful, born OctobPr lli, 107H. 
John, boru lV(nrch 10, lHH0-1. 
Ebenezer, born lVIay 1~, 168:t 
Auigail, horn April ~-1-, IW{l, nrnrricd her cousiu Elkanah (25). 
Bcnjan1in, born Feurual·y l 1, 1G8ti. 

[10] ELEA~AH HAl\IBLEN,2 (.fames, 1 ) born in Burnestable, 
1\farch 17, 1640-f>O; baptized the same day; 1narried OctolJer 10, 
1H75, )Iehitnb~e, dnug;hter of John and 1\!Iary (Ewer) Jenkins, l-' 
born in Barnstnble ~[areh 2, l(f54-0. She wa.:, an early n1e1nber 
of the ehurch, and he joined in 168B. Otis supiloses that he 
resided ut Hmnblin'~ Plains; but says he knew but little of his 
history. He· was ::1, soldier in Capt. Gorhmn's company (see 
sketch of his brother Bartholo1new); narned in the will of his 
father, dated .Jnnuarr ~3, 1HS3. 

'l1hc following· docunieuts relate to the probate of his estate: 

YOL. :!, PAHE 7-1-. 

Barnabas Lothrop Esqr. connni~sionated b,,· ye· ( ;ouYenour and 
councill for ye granting of Pl'ouate of \Vills and Letters of Ad1uinistra­
tion ·within ye County of Bitrnstable within ye Province of ~re lVInssa­
chusetts Bay in New EnglntHl. 'ro L,vdia Han1liu Yid, Relict of Elia­
zer Ha1nlin late of Yurn1ot1th, deceased, intestate, 'l'rusting in your 
care and fidelity I do by tlWsl' 1n·eseuts, c0111itt unto you full power to 

8 John Jenkins was in Barnstable as early as lti:i'.:!; l1is previous history is uncer­
tain, as two of the name came over curly, nn<l settled in Plymouth, one in 16:3;); he mar­
ried the widow of a young man-,J ohn Ewer-who died early in 16ri2. Whether this was 
the first marriage of John Jenkins, the record affords no evidence; his seven children, of 
whom Thomas was tho sixth, are recorded as born in ,vest Barnstable. Probably ho first 
resided on the Ewer farm; tradition ~ays she resided in Barnstable, but of this there is 
no actual proof. 1'homas Jenkins resided at West Barnstable, and died in his eightieth 
year; his will is dated November 9, 17:37, was signed by mark; proved February 15, 
1745-6; in which he names his wife, Mercy, probably a second wife; his estate was ap­
praised at £3,8!9.16.10, including a Jlc~ro at £100.-[0tis Papers.] 
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adn1i11ister ull and singular ye goods chuttels rights and credits of ye sd 
deceased and well and faithfully to dispose of ye :-;an1c according to la"· 
also to aske g·ather levy recover and receiYe all and whatsoeYer credits 
of ye sd dccea:-;ed which to hhn w bile he lived and at ye tinie of his 
death did appertaine. A .. nd to pay all debts in which ye deceased stood 
bound so far as his goods, chattels, rights and credits can extend ac­
cording to ye value thereof. And to n1ake a true and perfect In­
vintory of all and singular ye good, chntteb rights and credits of y~ sd 
deceased and to exhibit ye san1e into ye Registers office of ye aforesd 
county fourth \Yith. And to render a plaine and true account of your 
sd adnlinistration upon oath ,vhen lawfully called thereunto. And I 
do by these presents ordaine, constitute and appoint yon ..Ad1ninb;tra­
trix of all and singular ye goods, chattels, rights and credits aforef-id. 

In testinwny whereof, I have hereunto set 1ny hand and ye seal of 
ye i:;d office. Dated at Barnestable the twentieth day of l\la~~, lHHH. 

\TOL. 2, PAGE ,:-t 

An Inventory of ye e:-;tatt• of Eliaier Hmnlin late of Yar1nouth, de­
ceased as followeth : 

In1prilnis. 'I1o a f:-ett, of" curtains 
Itn1. 'l'o beding 

To wearing clothes 
'ro sheets uud other linnin 
'ro pewter and other things _ 
'l.10 ,vool and flux nnd other thing:-; 
rro I rou -work and other things 
rro Iron potts and wheels 
'I1o a saddle and other things 
To oxen and cows _ 
'l'o a horsP and a plow 
'ro swine 
'l'o three acres of meadow 
'l'o boxPs for cart wheels _ 

rrhe estate iudebh•(l nere ten pound. 

01_00_00 
_ 08_00_00 

OH_0:!_00 

0:2_08_()(; 
_ OLO--LOO 

0:2_ 11_00 
_ OL03_00 

OLO--LOO 
16_10_00 

Ol_OfLOO 
O!LOO_OO 

Prnisl•d by .) OJ-IN cno,vELL, SENR. 
. .fA.1\i!ES HA~iLIN, .JlTNR. 

Lydia I-Ia1nlin Yid. relict of Elia;,1,er I-Imnlin late of Yar111outh de­
ceased, nutdt' oath to Yl' truth of this Inventorie before Barnnbas Loth­
rop Esqr .. J udgl' of Prouute and granting Ad.111.inistration in ye County 
of Barnstable and is n·cordcd in page 73; of ye p,econd Book of \Yills 
and Invintories nmy ye :20th lHHH. 

Attl·st: JO8EPH L(Yl,HROP, Hegist. 

Children, burn in Barnstable: 

48. Isaac, born ... ~ugust ~O, 167U. ~-
49. Joseph, born Noven1ber 20, 1B80. 
50. Mehitable, born 1\tlarch 28, 1682; n1. John 8anderson, Nov. 8, 1714. 
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51. ~,, 
D ... 

53. 

'l1HE HA1\:1LIN F Al\f IL Y. 

Elisha, born July oO, 168-5; probably died young. 
Ichabod, born l\Iay 30, 1687; probably died young. 
Shobal, born Septerr1ber 16, 1690. 

[11] ISRAEL HAMBLEN,2 (,fames,1) born in Barnstable, June 25,. 
1602: baptized sarr1e day; married first, Abigail, who died 
about the year 1700; second, Jerr1irna. The records do not give-
their surnames. -

He lived in a solitary spot, and farming could not have been bis. 
principal occupation; and is called "Mr." on the record, which shows. 
that he ,vas a 1nan of sonie pron1inence. 'rhe site of his home was in a 
sn1all cleared space in the forest, now covered by trees, in the east par­
ish, on Dirrunock's Lane, by the side of Israel's Pond,-named after 
his son,-about a n1ile and a half south of the county road; his nearest 
neighbor ,vas 1nore than half a rnile distant. His occupation is not 
known. It has been suggested that as he did not come to the distinc­
tion of being called '' l\,lr." from any civil ernployment or office; that 
he may have been e1nployed as }\,faster or Captain of son1e of the num­
erous fishing and whaling vessels ernployed on the coast in sun1n1ers,. 
and in trading voyages to the ,vest Indies, in winter. His first wife­
was perhaps a daughter of Joshua Lon1bard. He is na1ned in the will 
of his father, .January 2:{, 1H83. 

Inventory of his estate: 

HOOK :{, PAGE H51. 

Barnstable, .July :! day, 172H. A true invintory of the estate of Isra­
ell Ha1nblen deceased taken by John Crocker,· Thon1as Huckins and 
Willia111 Basett. 

rro apparel -
rro a bed and bedstead and furniture 
To 3 bags anrl wool 
rro eaight pounds of yarn 
rro 1nidlings and too yarn 
•ro tran1els and tongs and a spade 
'fo a warn1ing pun and a fring pan 
•ro won iron ceatel 
•ro a littel ceatel and scilet 
To two w hels anrl a reel 
rro H toob and runlet 
rro earthen,vare and n quart pot 
•ro a puter plah·r and bacen poringers spoans _ 
'fo trays and trenchers tow sefs 
•ro a at.bell and four chears 
rro a chist and cobord and trunk 
rro a l>ibel and other boks 
rro a bedsted and baskets and chist _ 

_ 05_14_06 
lLOlLO() 
O(L 14_()0 

1L04_00 
_ 00_12_00 

no_ 14_00 
_ 00_18_00• 

OLOO_OO 
00_ 12_0()-

0(L 12_00· 
00_03_()() 
OILlO __ OO· 

_ 00_18_00 

00_08_06 
_ 00_ 16_00 

OLOO_oo 
_ O:L on_ uo 

00_07_00· 
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To three cows and two calf's 
To barels and pals and old things 

Allowed to ye widdow one cow she now milks 

_ HLl0_00 
00_05_06 

4.5_14_00 
{L 10_00 

John Crocker, Thomas Huckins, William Bassett, Barnstable ss, 
~uly 3. this inventory exhibited and since sworn to by Abigail Ham­
blin now Barlow Adn1inistratrix to the estat of her late husband Israel 
Han1blen decead that the above invintory is true so far as she knows & 
if anything meterel shall come to light hereafter she will bring it to 
this invintory 

Coram N. BOWEN J. Pt. 
SILVANUS BOWEN Regtr. 

Children, born in Barnstable, by first wife: 

-04. A child, born and died 1687. 
-55. Thankful, born August 24, 1689; married her cousin Ebenezer (45). 
-56. Prudence, born October, 1692; married Joseph Gates, of Preston. 
-07. Israel, born March 15, 1694. 
68. Joseph, born September 12, 1697. 
-59. Jemima, born Augu~t 15, 1699. 

By second wife: 
60. Jacob, born May 28, 1702. 
61; Anne, born April 10, 1706; married ~Ir. rrilson, 17,)0. 
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[12] MARY HAMBLEN,a (James,'!. dcnne.~,1 ) born in Barnstable, 
.July 24, 1H64. Otis says: she marri~d June 17, 1678, Benjan1in, 
son of Jonathan and Sarah (Rawley) Hatch, of Barnstable; and 
lutd Abigail, born August 4, 167H, and ~1ary, born ~larch 3, 
1681; and that she died early. He married second, March 16, 
1682, Elizabeth Eddy. She was admitted to the Barnstable 
church .July 14, 1710, and was dismissed to the church in Fal­
niouth the following October, and died soon afte~. He married 
third, February 13, 1711-12, Experience, widow of .Jabez Davis, 
of Barnstable. Mr. Hatch was a farn1er and rerr1oved to Mans­
field, Connecticut, in 1729, and died either there or in Tolland 
prior to 173H. rro say the le'nst, this record is doubtful. See 
Mary,2 ( 4). 

[13] ELIZABE'rH HAMBLEN,3 (Sister of ;_lfar.lJ,) born in Barn­
stable February 14, HW5-6; n1arried July 31, H,89, .John, son of 
John and Hannah Scudder,o of Barnstable; the date of his 
birth h; not known; uoth died at Chathan1, she .Janunry, 1743; 
he '' very aged.'' 

Children: 

62. John, born May 23, lmlO. 
63. Experience, born .. A.pril 28, Hm2. 
04. -J an1ei,, baptized .Jan nary 13, 16H5. 
65. Ebenezer, baptized April 26, lm)6. 
mt Reliance, born Dece111ber 10, 1700. 
H7. Hannah, born .June 7, 170H. 

0 · John Scudder, ancestor of this family, was born in England, 1619, and came from 
London in 16:3!'> and located in Charlestown where he was admitted a freeman 1639. The 
next year he moved to Barm;table, where he was again admitted freeman 1654, and re­
sided there untll his death in 1689; his widow, Hannah, survived him. His sister, Eliza­
beth, removed from Boston to Barnstable in 1644, and married the same year, Samuel~ 
son of Rev. John Lothrop; his house was near that of the late Joshua Thayer. Child­
ren: Elizabeth and Sarah, baptized May 10, 1646; Mary, buried December 3, 1649; Han­
nah, baptized October 5, 1651; John, no date. The Scudder family has been one of the 
most distinguished in Barnstable.-[Otis Papers.] 
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[1-l] ELEAz;AR HAMBLEN,:~ ( Rrother <d' 1J1<f1'y,) born in Barn­
stable, April li, 166~; rernoved to Harwich, and 1narried Lydia, 
daughter of Paul and Deborah (\Yillard) Senrs,10 born in Yar­
Htouth, October ~4, 1H66; he died in 1698, and his widow admin­
istered on his estate, and afterwards 1narried t;epternber 30, 1706, 
Thornas Snow. 

~Ir. Otis gives hiR date of birth as above, and but one child, Elisha. 
DaYid Han1blen calls hhn Eleazar of Easthan1, born February 13, 1665, 
and 8ays that he 1nentions in his ,vill four children, as given below. 
rrhe discrepancy in the date of his birth evidently occurred in n1aking 
up the record or his father's children, in which there were twins, thus: 

Elizabeth, born February 13, 1660. 
Eleazar. 
Experience, born April 12, 1668. 

David Han1ulen calls Elizabeth and Eleazar twins. While ~Ir. Otis 
calls Eleazar and Experience the twins. 

Children: 

HH. .Benjarnin, born lliH2. 
H9. Lyd ht, born 16\:)4. 
70. Mary, born lUUCi; n1arried Shedrack Logan al>out 1725. 
71. Elisha, born January :W, 1697-8. 

[lti] EXPERlEN( 'E HAMBLEN,3 (8 iste1· of· Jla1·,11.) born in Baru­
stable, April 12, 1668; 1narried August 2-l, tmn, rrhmnas, son of 
John-and Nlary (Ewer) .Jenkins.11 

Children, Lorn in Barnstable: 

7~. 'rhankful, born ~1ay Hl. 16Hl; 111arrie<l r saac Taylor. 
73. Experience, born March 28, 1mm; n1arried.John Pope October 8, 1717. 
74. Mercy, born January 5,- I6H5-6; n1arrit•d Jolin White Dec. :!3, 1718. 
70. Ebenezer, born Decen1ber G, 1HH7. 
76. Sainuel, born January 7, lHHU-17OO. 
77 • .Josiah, born April Hi, 1702. 
78. Hope, born July i\ 170-1; n1arried White. 
7H. Hnrah, born Decen1 ber 1, 17OH; 1narried Le111uel Nye, 17t7. 

10 Richard Sa res (Scars), his parentage, place and date of birth are unknown; his 
u~me is in the tax list of Plymouth Colony, March 25, 163:1; soon after he went to Mar­
blehead and was taxed in Salem Januar;r 1, 1637-8; in 1639 he went to Yarmouth where 
he built a house near the sea shore; at a later date lie built another, still in existence; 
in 164~ his name appears on the tax list of Yarmouth: made freeman June 7, 1653; was 
chosen reprcsenh:1tive to the General Court of Ph'mouth ,June :3, 1662. The author of the 
Sears Genealogy supposes he may have been a native of the island of Guernsey or Jer­
sey. He died in Yarmouth; buried August 26, 1676; will dated 10, 3 mo., 1667, in which 
he mentions his widow Dorothy, and children Paul, Silas and Deborah. Capt. Paul, 
born 1637-8, married Deborah Willard, and had fourteen children, of whom the eighth 
was Lydia (?) who married Eleazer Hamblen.-(Sears Genealogy.] 

11 See Note 8. 
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[lH] .TAl\IES HA~ILIN,:l (Brother o.f JJfary,) born in Barnstable, 
August 2(j, 1669; n1arried October 8, 1680, Ruth Lewes.12 He 
united with the West Church l\Iarch 10, 1727-8; his wife June 
3, 1729. 

'rhe following inscriptions are found upon the gravestones of his 
-0hildren: 

"Here lyes ye body of Benjamin Han11in, who deceased Jan'y ye 
23d 1732 /3 in ye 31st year of his age." 

"Here lyes ye body of David Han1len, who deed Novbr ye 4th 1732, 
in ye 25th year of his age.'' 

"Here lyes ye body of Job Hamlen, who dec,I Septr ye 2Hth 1732 in 
ye 22d year of his age.'' 

"Here lyes ye body of Hannah Ha1nilen, who died Novhr-ye 7th 
1735, in ye 26th year of her age.'' 

It appears from the church records that 8he was ad1nitted to the 
West Church and baptized Nove1nber 2;'5, 1735, being then confined to 
her bed with consumption. Hence there is a mistake in the record of 
her baptism or death. 

COPY OF THE WILL OF JAMES HAMLIN. 

In the N an1e of God, Amen. I, J an1es Han11in of Barnstable in the 
County of Barnstable, Yeo1nan being grown into years and under bod­
ily infi.rrr1ities but of sound me1nory (Blessed be God for it) and know­
ing that it is appointed for all men once to dye & being minded to set 
my house in order before my death, do this 18th day of August Anno 
Domini 1743 1nake and publish this n1y last will and testanient in n1an­
ner. following that is to say. 

In1primis. I c01nmend ~ny soul unto the hands of .Ahnighty God 
and my body to the earth fron1 whence it came to be decently buried,at 

12 George Lewes, ancestor of the Lewis family of Barnstable1 came from East 
Greenwich, County Kent, England; a clothier; he probably resided for a time in Lon• 
don, where he was a member of Mr. Lothrop's Church in 1632; marned about 1626, 
Sarah, sister of Edward Jenkins, who was a resident of Scituate. Lewes probably did 
not come over until after the church in London was broken up, and the imprisonment 
of Mr. Lothrop in 1632; but was in Plymouth the following yP,ar; and a member of the 
church there in 1633-{. He was one of those dismissed from the church in Plymouth in 
1634, '' in case they join in a body at Scituate;" and became a member at Scituate Sept. 
30 1635; he moved to Barnstable in 16:39. Otis says: "He was an honest Goodman. and 
got his living by his labor; a sincere Christian, and his constant purpose seems to have 
been to live in peace with all men; to avoid suits at law; to yield rather than contend 
with his neighbor; he was not a shrewd business man, and not perhaps so careful a man­
ager as many; he did not hold' that the chief end of man is to gather up riches,' but 
to do good; to train up his children in the way they should go, to bfl useful citizens, 
honest and industrious men. His son, James, was a man of more energy of character, 
of more business tact, and became a distinguished man; Thomas was in some· respect 
like him; the other sons--were like the father, good, honest men; quiet·and respec­
table citizens; and their descendents to this day inherit the same good qualities." He 
died in Barnstable in 1662-3. 8 children.-[Otis Papers.] 
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the discretion of rny Executors hereafter nan1ed in hopes of a joyful 
Resurrection and as for that worldly estate wherewith it has pleased 
God to bless me I dispose thereof as foll owe th: 

Ite1n. My will is that my just debts and funeral charges be first 
paid out of rny personal estate by my Executors to this will. 

Item. I give and bequeath all the rest of my estate both real and 
personal to by loving wife Ruth and to my daughter Mary to use and 
improve as long as they or either of then1 life unless 1ny said wife 
should marry again then she is to have only her dower in the real estate 
( & except my wearing apparel of all sorts and my cain.) 

Item. My mind and will is that after the decease or widowhood of 
my said w-ife and the death of my said daughter 1.Vlary that all n1y per­
sonal estate except wearing apparel and cain as abovesd be equally di­
vided between my two daughters namely Ruth Crocker and Deliverance 
Childs or to their several heirs (viz the heirs of one the one moiety and 
the heirs of the other the other moiety.) 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son Jan1es Ha1nblin all my real 
estate both upland and meadows or of any kind whatsoever or where­
soever yt I have or ought to have to hold to him his heirs and assigns 
forever. Together with my wearing apparel and cane above mentioned 
reserving the use of the said real estate to my wife and daughter Mary 
as above said. 

Last. I norninate and appoint n1y said loving wife Ruth and 1ny 
friend J an1es Otis Esq to be 1ny executors to this my last will and tes­
tament hereby revoking all former will and wills by 1ne heretofore 
made. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set, my hand and seal the day 
and year first above written. 

Signed, Sealed, pronounced and 
declared by the said- Jan1e8 
Hamlin to be his last will and 
testan1ent in presence of 

.JAMES HAl.VILIN. (SEAL.) 

JAMES OTIS, JUN 8 • 

MARY OTIS. 
TEMPERANCE OTIS. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

80. Mary, born June 24, 16Hl; united with Church Decernber 21, 1718. 
81. Ruth, born .January 24, 1692-3. 
82. James, born July 17, 1696. 
83. Benjarnin, born November 8, 1702. 
84. David, born June, 1708. 
85. Hannah, born June 17, 1709. 
86. Job, born.June2:'), 1711. 
87. Deliverance, married Joseph Childs of Barnstable, April 23, 1724. 
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(17] .JON ArrHAN HAl\:l:LEN,:{ ( Rrother of Jfr, J'!f,) lmrn in Burn­
stable l\1arch G, 1G70-l; rriarried lJy HeY. lVIr. Hw,;sell, irarch (i, 
1705, his cousin Esther, daughter of John Han1blen,2 (8). 

rrhe following inscriptions are on their graYestones: 

'' Here lies ye body of Mr. Jonathan Han1blen, who <lee 1 .June ye 
22d 1743, in ye 74th year of his age." 

" Here lies the body of Mrs. Esther Han1lin ,vife of :lYir •• Jonathan 
Ha1nlen dyed Sepbr ye 1st in ye 6H year of her age, 17--lfi." 

COPY OF WILL OF .JONArrHAN HAl\ILEN. 

In the narue of God, Amen. 

Jonathan Han1len being of sound n1ind and 1uen10ry und in 111ind­
full of 1ny 111ortality that I rnay put rrt~" house in order before n1y De­
parture out of this world do 111ake thh; 1ny last will and testan1ent here­
by willing and making all forn1er wills aud testanients by 1ne n1ade 
void. I give and bequeath n1y soul to God n1y faithful creator to be by 
hin1 redeemed and saved nnd n1y boddy to the cnrth to be decently 
buried in hope of a blessed Resurrection through the 1nerits of .Jesus 
Uhrist 1uy Redee1ner and all n1y debts and funeral charges being paid 
Ly rr1y Executor hereafter nan1ed I dispose of 1ny worldly goods and 
real estate as followeth. 

In1prirniH, Iten1. I give & bequeath rny lo,·ing wife Easter for her 
dower the rn;e and itnprovement of all 1ny real estate and n1ovable after 
debts & legacy paid during her widowhood and in case she see cause to 
nutry again n1y will is my said wife shall have her choice of ruy beds 
with what belongs to it and ten pounds in 1uoney as it then passes. 

It. I give to n1y two sons towit. .Jonathan and Josiah all the re-
1nainder of my Real and personal estate, that shall be left after rny 
debts and funeral charges is paid and tny wifes widowhood to then1 
and their heirs and assigns on condition they pay to n1y other children 
the respective su1ns hereafter mentioned to wit. 

Ite1n. rro n1y son Solomon five pounds as n1oney that pass at pay-
n1ent. 

Ite111. rro n1y son .Jabez twenty pounds, In like 1nanner. 
lten1. rro n1y daughter Content five pounds in like n1auner. 
Iten1. rro 1ny daughter Priscilla three pounds in like 1nanner. 
Iten1. rro my daughter Sarah five pounds in like n1anner, and in 

case either of my children should dye before the time of pay1nent then 
to those that shall legally represent then1 or their children lawfully be­
gotten. Lastly I do appoint n1y loYinµ wife to be n1y sole Executrix 
of this 1ny Last Willand being sensible that rny n1ovable estate ,vont 
pay n1y funeral chargP and just debts n1y ,vill is that she rny wife.sell off 
my real estate of such as can be best spaired to pay said debts and fun­
.era! charge a.nd give conveyance accordingly pursuant to Law. 
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In testhnony to this n1y Last ,vn1, I, .Jonathan Hamlin haYe here­
unto set n1y hand and seal this 11th day of June, Annoque Dmnini one 
thousand seven hundred and forty two . 

Signed sealed & declared to 
be n1y will in presence of 

.JONATHAN HAl\ILEN, (L. S.) 

.JOSEPH LOTHROP 
~ROBLE LEWIS 

his 
.JN° O BUMPOS 

mark 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

88. Solon1on, born Dece1nber .~, 1 iO-"">. 
89. Content, born Decen1ber 12, 170i. 
90. Pricilla, born July 1~, 1709. 
9L Z accheus, born June 17, 1711. 
92. Jabei, baptized July 13, 1718. 
93. Jonathan, baptized .July 13, 1718. 
94. Sarah, baptized July 13, 1718. 
t}5. Josiah, horn October 15, 1720. 

ll9] DEAUON, RBEN~~ZER HAMBLEN ,s (Brothe1· of' Jfa1·y,) ,vas 
born in Barnstable, Massachusetts, .July 2H, 167-1; n1arried Sar­
ah Lewis, 13 April 4, 1HH8. Mr. David Han1blen says, he prob­
ably married second, at Rochester, Massachusetts, Septen1 ber 20, 
172B, Elizabeth, widow of Samuel Arnold, of that place. 

He wns a prominent n1an, and occupied the ho1nestead of his father 
at Hamblin's Plains, West Barnstable, which he sold to Col. Gorham. 
The date when he ren1oved fron1 Barnstable is unknown, and he may 
have resided afterwards at Rochester, Massachusetts. He ren1oved to 
Sharon, Connecticut, where he died in 17il5. rrhe date of his settlement 
in Sharon is unknown, bu"t it is traditional that he was one of the pro­
prietors as early as 1730. His descendants are nu1nerous, embracing 
1nany eminent 1~en. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 

[21] 

Ebenezer, born March 18, lHHH-H; baptized September 7, 1701. 
Marcy, born Septen1ber 10, 1700; baptized Septe1nber 7,. 1701. 
Hopestill, born July 2~, 1702: baptized Jul;\' :-m, 170:!. 
Cornelius, J11ne 1~, 1705; lmptized June 1 i, 170!>. 
Thomas, born May 6, 1710. 
Isaac born .January 1 1714· died 180.~. I ,. , I 

Lewis, January 31, 1718. 

HOPE HA]\iBLEN ,:3 (l,~ iste1· of' Jfr,1·y,) born in Barnstable, 
March 13, 1H79-80. J\llarried May H, 171:!, Willian1 Case ,of Tis­
bury, Massachusetts. 

J.3 See Note 12. 
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[24] BENJAMIN HAMBLEN,3 ( !Jrother of JJfary,) born in Barn­
stable, baptized March 16, 1684-5. Otis was of opinion that he 
removed to Eastham and engaged in the whale fishery, and 
married Anne Mayo. I an1 of opinion that he has confounded 
this man with his nephew, Benjamin,4 son of Eleazer,3 of 
whom he seerr1ed to have had no knowledge. David Hamblen 
late of Boston, who spent many years in research for history of 
the family, supposed that he descended from BenJamin,4- and 
that Benjan1in3 died unmarried1 prior to 1717, from the fact 
that neither he, nor any descendant of his was mentioned in 
the will of his father, James,2 dated 1717. I concur in the con­
clusion of David Hamblen. 

(25] ELKAN AH HAMBLEN,3 (Brother of' .ZJ1.ary,) born in Barn­
stable, date not given, baptized 1685. Married April 14, 1711, 
his cousin Abigail, daughter of John Hamblen,2 (8); she died 
1\1:ay 29, 1733; and he n1arried second, August 11, 1734, Marga­
ret Bates, of Plymouth. He died 1764. 

COPY OF WILL OF ELKANAH HAMRLEN. 

In the Name of God, Amen. I Elkanah Hamblen of Barnstable, in 
ye County of .Barnstable, Yeo being advanced in years t~o by God's 
goodness of sound and disposing mind and memory do this 26th day of 
March 1754 rr1ake & ordain this my Last Will & Testament Knowing 
that it is appointed for 1nan once to die, and first I corr1mit 1ny soul to 
God in Jesus Christ & n1y body I comit to the earth and touching the 
worldly estate wherewith God hath blessed 1ne I give,. demise & dis­
pose of the same in the following manner and form & firot 1ny will is 
that my just debts & funeral charges shall be paid out of rr1y personal 
estate by my executors. 

Irnprimis, I give and be'queath.to my loving wife Margaret in lieu 
of her dower the use and impr<?vement of a fire, room, cellar & chamber 
in my dwelling house the profit of a cow six sheep and of a swine pas­
tured four loads of wood at the door per annum a sixth of the produce 
of lands tilled a sixth part of the fruit of the orchard a privilege of be­
ing carried to meeting and of having her grain carried to rnill & the 
meal brought home. These articles to be done & perforn1ed by n1y son 
Reuben Hamblen for his mother during her widowhood yearly & every 
year in consideration of what is hereafter given & it is to be understood 
said Reuben is to find and keep said cow & sheep for his n1other's pro­
fit and of all the land hereafter given him to render a sixth of the pro­
duce to his moti .. er of ,vhat is planted or sown also I give n1y said wife 
one half of my personal estate not hereafter particularly disposed off. 

Item. I give and bequeath to the heirs of my son Sily·anos Ham­
blen deceased to their heirs and assigns forever, one lot of land at the 
Long Pond & four pounds lawful money to be paid by rny son Reuben 
in two years after n1y decease. 
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Ite1n. I give and bequeath to my son Reuben Han1blen his heirs 
and assigns forever all and singular my real estate saving said lot at 
the Long Pond & saving ye improvement to his mother as above re­
served said real estate being my house, barn, homestead, 1neadow > 

woodland and whatever else is denominated real estate further I give 
n1y sd son half my apparel all my live stock 1noneys, credits, husbandry 
utensils to him his heirs on condition he or they pay rr1y debts & per­
form ye articles above enjoyned & pay the legacies hereafter and here­
tofore n1entioned. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son John Hamblen his heirs 
three pounds six shillings and eight pence and half 1ny apparel said 
money to be paid by my son Reuben in twelve months after my 
decease. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my nephew Seth Fish five shillings. 
Iten:1. [ give and bequeath to my daughter Tabitha Saunderson 

half of n1y indoors personal estate not particularly already disposed off 
and five shillings in twelve months to be paid by n1y son Reuben I 
likewise constitute make and appoint my two sons Reuben and John 
Han1blen Executors of this n1y last will and testament revoking former 
wills & testaments & confirn1ing this to be my last will and testament. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day 
and date above. Signed sealed pronounced published and declared by 
the said Elkanah Hain blen to be his last will and testament. 

ELKANAH HAMBLEN (L. S.) 
In the presence of the subscribers, 

JOSEPH CHILDS. 
WILLIAM CROCKER. 
DAVID CROCKER. 

Children, born in Barnstable, by first ,vife: 
103. Sylvanu~, born July -20, 1712. 
104. Reuben, born March 13, 1714. 
105. Abigail, born October 7, 1715; died young. 
106. John, born Noven1ber :2, 1717. 
107. Rachell, born September 7, 1720: died 1722. 
108. Patience, born .June 1~, 1721; n1arried Seth Fish, of Sandwich. 
lOH. rrahitha, born April 14, 17~H; married John Sanderson. 

[~<i] RAl\fl_;EL HAMBLEN,:{ ( Bartholomeu,-,2 ,Tnm.e.~,1 ) born in 
Barnstable, ~Im,sacliusetts, Dece1nber ~5, 1674. He is supposed 
to have died. unniarried, front the fact that he does not n1ention 
nny wife or child in hh, will; but does n1ention his sisters Beth­
inh and Helyn nee. 

COPY OF \VILL OF SAMUEL HAMBLEN. 

In the Narne of God, A1nen, I Samuel Han1blen of Barnstable, in the 
County of Barnstable, yeornan, being advanced in years and calling to 
mind the n1ortality of rny body and knowing it is appointed for all men 
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to dye and heillg by U-od 's goodness of sound and disposing 111iud and 
1ne1nory do thi:--sixth day of A.ugu:-;t Anno D01nini l 7:5D make and ordain 
this my last will nnd testament and principally and first of ti-ll I corr1-
111it n1y soul unto the hands of (Joll in and through .Jesus Christ hoping 
through hiln for acceptance with God, and 1ny llody I co1nit to the 
~mrth in decent Christian burial att the discretion of rny executrix here­
after narned and touching· the ,vorlclly estate that God hath blessed me 
with I give and dispose of the san1e in the following 111anner and forn1. 

First. ~ly will is that all n1y debts and funeral expenses be paid out 
of n1y personal estate by rny executrix hereafter narnecl. 

Iten1. l\1Iy will is and by these presents I give and bequeath all and 
singular rny real estate and what ren1ains of tny personal estate (if any 
there be) after 1uy debts and funeral charges are first paid, equally to 
n1y two sh;ters Bethiah & Relyance, and to either of theu1 that shall or 
1nay sun·i ve n1c the whole thereof to then1 or either of then1 their heirs 
.and assigns forever. 

Furthcruwre I appoint 1n,y l-laid two sisters Bethiah and Relyance 
executrix to this 1ny ,vill revoking all other fornier wills and IJequests 
by nie heretofore niade or done rati(yiug this to be rr1y Last Will and 
Te:starnent. In witness whereof I the said Samuel Hmuhlen have here­
unto set n1~' hand & seal the day and date ubovesaid. 

Signed, scu led, pronounced published and declared by the said Harn­
uel Harnblen to be his Last Will & rrestan1ent in presence of the sub­
scribers. 

SAl\IUEL HAl\iIHLEN. ( L. H.) 
ISAA<' HINKLEY, .JH. 
JAl\I EH DAV IS, J H. 
rrHANl{FlJL DA VIS. 

[27] l\IERCY H.A .. MBLEN,:{ (Sbder o,f Samuel,) born in Barnstable, 
June 1, 1H77; u1arried N 0Ye1uber 10, 170H, Edward l\Iilton. She 
is nientioned in the settlernent of her father's estate 170-1; joined 
chureh August 17, J 707. 

[28] PA'rIENCE HAI\IIBLEN,a (Sister of Srtmnel,) born in Barn­
stable April l;\ 1H80; is 1nentioned in the settlen1ent of his 
father's estate 170-!. 

[2H] SUS.A.XX.A.JI HA.l\IBLEN,:1 (Si.-;tc"I' o.f Smnuel,) l>orn iu Barn­
stable l\Iarch 10, 1082; Illentioned in settlcnient of her father's 
estate 170--1; un1Hn1Tied .July 13, 1718, when :she joined church. 

[30] EXPERIENCE HAJ\IBLEN,:{ (8istc1· o.f S((rn,uel,) born in 
Barnstable February lH, 1G8--1; rnentioned in settlen1ent of her 
father'l-l estate 170--1; ad111itted to church l\Iay ij, 172S; rnarried 
8epte1nuer 1~, 17:-3.:Z, Isaac Lewis,14 born in Barnstable. She 
died .July 2--1, 174n. 1-Ie died .January 2.S, 1701, aged 70. 

14 See ~ ote 12. Isaac Lewis descend(•<! from George LewC's, ancestor of the Lewis 
family of Barnstable, whose l'.ion. Edward, probably horn in England, married l\Iay 9, 
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[H:!] EBEXEZEH H..:\~IBLEX ,:{ (B1·othe1· <d' Sflnwel,) born in Barn­
stable )larch :2:1, 168!); 1narried Octol>er 20, 17.:.!2, rrlrnnkful 
Childs, i:; born it, Barnstal>le August 18, 1702. She was ad1nit­
ted to the ,vest ( :hurch in 1720, and afterwards dis1nissed to 
~Iiddleboro. lt is suggested that he nuty ha Ye rernoYed there, 
but it appears that one of his children, Hopestill, waH born in 
Rochester, ~1assachusetts, indicating that he resided there in 
172H. I-le is nan1ed aH legatee and executor in the will of his 
sb,ter Bethia, dated.January 11;, 17(-m, showing that he was then 
living, but does not give his place of residence. 

Children: 
110. Elizabeth, horn October 1, 17:!X. 
111. Hopestill, horn April :22, 17:W, RocheHter. 

(3-l] BErrHL\ H.Al\IBLEN,·; (b'isle1· of' Samuel,) horn in Barnstable 
X ove1nhcr :.W, 16H:-{, is nanied in the will of her hrother San1uel, 
dated Augtu,t H, 175H, as legatee. li'rorn her own will dated .Jan­
uary l(i, 17ml, it nppears thnt she was unnutrried. 

COPY OP \VILL OF BETHIA HA.l\IBLEX. 

In the na111e of Uod, An1en, I llethiah Ha1nblen of Barnstabll' in 
the eounty of Barnstable, spinster, being adYanced in years and calling 
to n1ind the uiortalit)· of 1ny body and being of sound and disposing 
mind and 1t1en1ory do this sixteenth . day of .J anuar~· A D 17H9 n1ake 
.and ordain this n1y Inst vVill and 'I1esta1nent1 nnd first of all I connnit 
111~· :-;oul to tiod in .Jesus Christ n1y body l connuit to the earth to be 
buried in <leceut Christian burial att the discretion of n1y executors 
hereafter na1ned and as touching such worldly estate with which it 
pleased -- -- to bless rne in this life I dispo:-;l' of the sanw in the 
following- way and 1uannl'l' that is to say, firstly 1ny will is that all 1ny 
just debts nnd funeral chaig·es l>e first paid out of 1ny personal estate by 
n1y executor hereafter named. 

Iten1. l\Iy will is and by the8e presents I give and bequeath all and 
singular n1y rL•al estate and what re1nains of 1ny personal estate after 
111~· debts awl funeral charges are paid to my brother Ebenezer Ha1n­
blen to hint his heirs and assigns forever, and Lastly n1y ,vill is and I 
do by tlwsP presents constitute 1nakl' and orduin the :-;aid Ebenezer 

1661, Hannah, daughter of Elder Honr;y Cohh, of Barnstable; and died March 29, 1703; 
lrn resided in Barnstable; had seven children, tho youngest. of ,vhom, baac, was tho hus­
band of Experience Hamblen.-. Otis Papers.] 

15 Mr. Otis says that it is recorded in Mr. Lothrop's Church Record that: "Rich• 
ard Childc and Mary Linnett marryed the lflth <lay of October, 1H49, by Mr. Collier, at 
my Brother Linnett's house." The record of his family has not boon discovered, but it 
appears that his sou, Samuel was killed at Rehobeth battle, March 25, 16i5. It is sup­
posed that Dea. Richard Cliild, ancestor of the Barnstable family, wa8 another son. He 
married first Elizabeth, daughter of John Crocker, of Barnstable, 1678, and they had ten 
children, and resided in Barnstable. The name on the record i8 written Chiklo, Child, 
Chiles and Childs.-[Otis Papers. l 
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Hamblen Executor of this rny last Will and Testament and do hereby 
wholly revoke and utterly disallo,v all other and foriner Wills and Tes­
tarrients and Executors by nie nan1ed, ratifying & confirn1ing this and 
no other to be 1ny last ·will and testament. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto Ret my hand & seal the day and 
year above written. 

Signed, sealed, pronounced and declared by the said Bethia Ha.111-
blen to be her last Will and Testament. 

her mark 

BE'rHIAH j HAJ.VIBLEN (L. S.) 

In presence of us, 
BENJAMIN CROCKER. 
NYl\IPHAS MARSTON. 
"flMOTHY CROCKER. 

& seal 

[35] RELIANCE HAl\fBLEN,8 (S i:der of Srnnuel,) born in Barn­
stable November 30; 1H96; wns unmarried when she· joined 
church, Noven1ber 2H, 1727; is named in the will of her brother 
Samuel, dated August f,, 17;'59, as legatee. 

[37] PRISCILLA HAMBLEN,a (,foltn,i ,frtrne."l,1 ) born in Barn­
stable, April 30, 1H70. Married April 22, 16BH, John Rogers of 
Easthan1. In the will of her brother John, dated April 10, 
1734, he ~-mys: "I give to the children of n1y sister Prissilla de­
ceased, ten pounds." Otis says, she left two children surviv­
ing her. 

[38] SARAH HAl\'IBLEN,:1 (Sister of Prb;cilla,) born in Barnsta­
ble, .July 1, 1671. Otis says, she ·was married and left three 
children surviving her. In the will of her brother John, 1734, 
he Hays: "I give to the children of n1y sister Sarah ten 
pounds." 

[39] M.A .. RTHA H.AMB~EN,:~ (Sl:-;ter of' Priscilla.) born in Barnsta­
ble, February Hi, 1672-3. Married Decernber 30, 1696, San1uel 
Doane, of Easthan1. In the will of her brother, John, 1734, he 
says: " I give to my sister Martha ten pounds." Otis. ~ays she 
then had four children. 

[40] EXPERIENCE HAMBLEN,a (Si"ster o.f Pri"scllla,) born in 
Barnstable April ln, 1H74; 1narried February 20, 169,5, Jabez 
Lewes;16 he was born in BarnHtable, .June 10, 1670; in 1702 he 
removed to West Yannouth; sorne of his children were baptized 
in the church in Barnstable, of ,vhich his wife continued to be 
a men1ber all her long life. 

16 See Noh• 12. .Jabez Lewii; d<•~cmHlC'd from George, ancestor of the Lewis fam­
ily of Barnstable. His son George, born iu England; married Decembl·r 1. 1654, Mary, 
daug-hter of Barnard Lumbard anct resided in Barnstable where he died March 20.1709-10, 
aged about F:O; had twelve children, the seventh of whom wa~ ,Jab::-z! who married Ex­
perience Hamblcn.-[Otis Papers.] 
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In his will dated January 19, 1737-8, proved 1738, he names his wife, 
Experience, elde:-;t son John, sons Elnathan and Antipas, and daughter 
Eleanor Hobbins. Jabez, of Harwich, died ... .\.pril 6, 1732, and for that 
reason prohabl~y was not n1entioned. Jabez, the elder, was not a prorni­
nent n1an, though on the Probate record she is called ''Mr.", a mark of 
distinction in those days. He died in 1738, and she July 26, 1766. Her 
brother John i11 his will says she had five children living in 1734. The; 
Lewis fan1ily of Yarrnouth are her descendants. 

Children: 
112. John, !Jorn in Barnstabla_A.ugust 27, 1696. 
113. Jabez; died April 6, 1732. 
114. Eleanor, n1arried -- Robbins. 
115. Elnathan, born in Yarmouth August 27, 1702. 

·11u. Antipas, bo1n in Yarn1outh February 3, 1704-5. 
117. Namni, born in Yarmouth July 1, 1708; n1arried lVIarch 8, 1731-2, . 

. Je~se Lewes.17 No. children. 

[41] HANNAH l-lAl\iBLEN,:{ (Siste7' oj Pri.scilla,) born in Barn­
:-;table _F'ebruary 16, iU7,5-U; n1arrried Septen1ber 7, 1714, John 
King, of Harwich, probably his third or fourth wife. In the 
will of her lJrother John, 1734, he says, "I give tQ n1y sh,ter 
Hannah t,velve pounds.'' Otis says, that she then had six 
children. 

[44] JOHN HAMhLEN,a (IJrother of' Priscilla,) born in Barnstable· 
~'larch 10, 1680-1. He was a wealthy n1an for his time and local­
ity and left a large estate in land8, and had 1nuch due him on 
n1ortgages. He rm;ided in the dwelling ,vhich ,vas his father's. 
at Ha1nblin's Plains, given equally to his brother Benja1nin nnd 
hin1self. He died unniarried in 1734, and his will gives 1nuch 
infor1nation about his relatives. 

COPY OF vV 1 LL 01◄, JOHN HAlVIBLEN. 

Barnstable, April 10, 1734. In the nan1e of Uod A1nen. I, John 
Han1blen of Burn:-;tablc in the County of Barnstable, in New England 
being sickly & basing lleen a long tin1e under infinnity of body and 
sensible of the uncertainty of life and that its appointed for n1au once 
to dye & yet being sound. in n1e1nory & of disposing nlind Llessed be 
God for it, do 1nake this n1y lm;t will and testmucnt in nuu1ner and 
fonn following. 

Fir:-;t of nll I connnit 1ny soul to Uocl that gaYe it nie and 1uy body 
to yt.' earth fro111 whence it was taken to be huryetl in such decent n1au­
ner us 11t;y executors hereafter nan1ed shall think fit, believing in the 
Resurrection of ~ye dead an in ye 111ercy of Uod thr0 ye Lord Jesus 
Chrh.;t the Hedee1ner of poor sinners and as for ye portion of good that 
God of his free bounty hath giYen 1ne. 1\,ly 1nind and will is that it 
shall be disposed of us follo,veth. After rny just debts and funeral 
charges are first paid. 

17 Jesse Lewis,-t son of Thomas,3 Edward, 2 George,l 
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It. I gi ,·e to n1y three deaf cousins ( children of n1y brother Eben­
ezer Yiz: Na than, San1uel & Darcas Harnblen) n1y neck of land at a 
place called ye Indian pond & ye land adjoining to it as followeth Yiz: 
all 1ny neck so far as ye fence on ye Southward side of ye neck or orch­
ard and then beginning at sd fence two rods frorr1 the pond & thence 
running soth a straight line to the westermost end of ye barn as also 
away out to ye highway. Also n1y part of corn lot, in partnership with 
Job Han1blin, as also all rny 1neadow lying below that belonging to ye 
heirs of my brother Benjamin deceased by ye Spring Creek as also one 
half of my right at ye dock to land & dry & carry away hay to each of 
them in equal proportions and their he~rs forever. 

It. I give to my cousin John Hamblyn son of Elkanah Han1-
blyn all the rest of n1y land lying below the barn or lane that leads to 
ye barn on ye Southeast of ye abovesd line and all my land as it is now 
fenced lying to ye northward of ye aboYsd way or lane that leads to the 
barn and 1ny half Iott viz wood lot lying in the timber land & my quar­
ter of a Iott of 1narsh lying at the slough & rny piece of marsh lying on 
the northward side of Spring Creek & one half of n1y right at the dock 
to him ye sd John Han1blin his heirs and assigns forever and 1uy ,vill 
is that he pay out in legacies a8 followeth viz:-to his brother Silvanus 
Ha1nblyn five pounds and to his brother Ruben Harnblin fi Ye pounds 
& to each of his sisters viz: Abigail, Patience & Tabitha five pounds 
apeace. 

It. I give to 1ny loving cousin Benjamin son of my brother Benja­
min Hamblin deceased all my piece of land lying a litle to the south­
east of his dweJling house he paying to his three sisters five pounds 
apiece, viz to Rebecca Crocker, Hannah Crosby & Hope Hamblin each 
five pounds also all my land lying att Skonkonet not disposed of, also 
all 1ny land & n1eadow lying at Scoton to him his heirs and assigns 
forever. 

It. I give to n1y sister 1\ilelatiah Ten pounds. 
It. I give to the children of rny sister Prissilla deceased ten pounds. 
It. I give to the children of 1ny sister Sarah ten pounds. 
It. I give to my sister Martha ten pounds. 
It. I give to rr1y sister Hannah twelve pounds. 
It. I give to 1ny sister Experience fifteen pounds. 
It. I give to n1y sister Ester fiveteen pounds. 
It. I give to my cousin Gershom, 'rhankful, Ebenezer, rrhnothy & 

Elizabeth Harnblin, children of n1y brother Ebenezer to each of them 
five pounds apeace. 

It. I give to Mr. Jonathan Russell three pounds. 
It. I give to ye west church in Barnstable four pound:-;. 
It. I give all 1ny rernaining part of n1y estate to the children of 1ny 

brother Ebenezer & to the children of my brother Benjarnin Harnblin 
deceased to be equally divided between them. 
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It. I appoint 111.y loving brother Ebenezer Ha1nblin & u1y loving 
1friend Deacon John Crocker to he executors to this my· last will & tes-
ta1nent. In witness whereof I have hereto set n1y hand and seal. 

Signed, sealed & d cl. 

in presence of 

JONATHAN RUSSEL 
EBENEZER CHILDS 

mark of 
PATIENCE >< .JENKINS 

mark of 
RHODA >< PHINNEY. 

JOHN HAl\ILEN (S) 

Barnestable ss. The foregoing will being presented for probate by 
ye executors therein nan1ed Rhoda Finney, Ebenezer Childs & Pa­
itience Jenkins witnesses to the will made oath that they saw Joi.in 
Han11in the subscriber to this instrument signe and seale and heard 
him publish and declare the same to be his last will & testament & that 
'he was of sound disposing mind & 1nemory according to these depon­
ants best discerning & that they set to their hands as witnesses thereof 
iin ye presence of ye testator. Dated the 3 day of J"uly 17:l4. 

Coram N. BOWEN, Jud. Probate . .. 
[45] EBENEZER HAMBLEN,3 ( Brother of Prlsclllrt,) bofn in 

Barnstable l\Iay 12, 1683; he resided on the estate which was 
his father's, at Great or Nine Mile Pond, called in early times, 
Cooper's __ Pond; married, May 11, 1710, his cousin, Thankful,a 
daughter of Israel Ha1nblen2 (11), by Rev. Mr. Russell; she 
joined the church October, 1713, and was a member of the East 
Church at the titne of her death; he died in 1736, she January 
15, 1768. 

--
COPY OF rrHE WILL OF EBENEZER HAMBLEN: 

In the name of God, Amen the 25th day of October, 173,5: I Ebene­
:zer Hamblin of the Town and County of Barnstable in New England 
'being sick & weak in body, but of perfect mind and memory, therefore 
,calling· unto n1ind the n1ortality of my body, & knowing that it is ap-
pointed for all 111.en once to dye do 1nake and ordain this m,v last will 
:and Tesbtn1ent, that is to say, principally and first of all, I giYe and 
recom1nend 1ny soul unto ye hands of God that gave it, & 111.y body I rec­
·ommend to the earth to be buried in decent Christian burial at the dis­
•Cretion of 1ny Executor~ nothing doubting but at ,ve general resurrection 
I shall receiYe the san1e again by the 1nighty power of God & as touch­
:ing such ,vorldly estate where,vith it hath pleased God to bless 1ne in 
~this life after 111~· just d_ebts and funeral charges are paid, I give and 
•dispose of ye same in the following n1anner & forn1.-

Imprin1is. I give and bequeath to Thankfull 1ny beloved wife ye 
·use of one third part of all n1y Real Estate except that piece of land I 
ibought of Joseph Childs, together with one third of 1ny husbandry 
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tackling during her widowhoo.d & also one third of all the rest of my 
Personal Estate within and without (except my husbandry tackling: 
and ar1nor) to be at her own dispose; also I give my sd wife all the rest. 
of rny Real Estate (except that bought of Childs above sd.) in n1anner· 
follo,ving, viz: the one half thereof for the 11ir1ne of five years after the· 
date hereof & the other half until 1ny son Daniel shall arriYe at the age·· 
of fourteen years, ye use of sd land is for the bringing up n1y childreni 
the half to be in1proved by my wife five years is Ebenezers.-

Iten1. I give and bequeath to rr1y son Gershom his heirs and as­
signs all that n1y peace of upland bought of .Joseph Childs & also that. 
piece of meddow at Broad Sound I bought of rrh01nas Phinney with ye­
privilege of landing and drying hay on J~ n1arsh I bought of Nathan­
iel Ewer not exceeding.one third; Also.I give n1y sd son as above sd 
the one half of rny lot of land which I bought of Nathaniel _Ewer. 

Iten1. I give & bequeath to n1y son Ebenezer his heirs & assigns; 
(reserving the in1pr0Ye1nent as abovesd) all that lands on ,vhich n1y 
dwelling house now t--tands together- with n1y sd house barn & out­
housing thereon viz: all n1y land to ye westward of ye fence that leads; 
frorn n1y cowyard down to ye cranberry hole & then by the cranberry 
bole down to pond, and also that piece of land on which tny barn 
stands from l'e southwest corner of n1y cowyard rnnging easterly over· 
the top of a gravelly hill to the fence and then setts northerly as ~aid. 
fence' stands to ye north end. 

Iten1. I giYe and bequeath to n1y sou rrin1othy his heirs and as-­
signs all the rest of rny hornestead which I have not given to my son. 
Ebenezer. 

Itin. I give & bequeath to rny two sons Ebenezer & Thnothy all ye­
rest of rny Real Estate both upland & rneadow (except 1ny rig·ht in ye 
dock) which I have not disposed of before, to be equally between then1 re­
serving the in1provement to rny wife of what I have given to the1n as 
abovesd. l\f y will is that my two sons Ebenezer & Timothy pay out to, 
the rest of n1y children the sun1 of Two hundred & eighty pounds as I 
shall hereafter order in one yenr after they shall respectively come into .. 
ye hnprov( n1ent of their lands. I give aud bequeath to n1y two sons 
Ebenezer & Tin1othy all n1y husbandry tacklen & arn1or equally be­
tween them. 

Itn1. I give and bequeath to 1n;y son Nathan Fifty pounds to be· 
paid to him by nty son Ebenezer. I also give to n1y son Smnuel Fifty 
pound to be paid by n1y sd son Ebenezer. I also give & uequeath to my 
daughter Elizabeth forty pounds to ue paid by n1y son Ebenezer. I al­
so give and bequeath to my daughter Dorkas forty pounds to be paid 
by n1y two sons Ebenezer and rrin10thy equally between thern. 

Itm. I give & bequeath to my son Daniel One hundred pounds to­
be paid by n1y son rrimothy. 

It1n. I give to 1ny daughter rrhankful Bangs the sun1 of ninety· 
pounds with what she hath already had to be paid out of 1ny personat\ 
estate. r g·ive also to 1ny two sons Nathan and San1uel equally be-



tween then1 all n1y right in 111y dock in partnership with James Han1-
lblyn & others, rny will also is that 1ny sd wife have the use and iln­
-;provement of ye other two thirds of n1y personal estate untill n1y son 
Daniel con1es to the age of fourteen years, 1ny will further is that 111y 
three sons Gersh0111, Nathan and Sarnnel have all the ren1aining 
part of my personal estate equally between then1 after the use of it a~ 
:abovesd. 

My will is that my two sons Timothy & Daniel are put out to learn 
:Some trade & ordain ,.r hank full n1y beloved wife Executrix & my son 
Hershom Executor, to this my last Will and Testament & I do hereby 
utterly disalow and revoke all and every other and forrner wills and 
testmnents by me uutde, ratifying and confirn1ing this & no other to be 
my last "\Vill and testarnent. 

In witness whereof I hase hereunto set n1y harid and seal the day 
and year above written. 

. V 

The 1nark of EBENEZER XX (SEAL). 
HAMBLEN. 

Signed, sealed pronounced & declared by the sd Ebenezer Hamolen 
to be his last \Vill and rrestnrnent in the presence·ot us 

JOHN CROCKER 
ANN HAMBLEN 
JON BAKER. 

Barnstable ss. The Executors within narned exhibiting the fore­
going will for Probate, .John Baker & John Crocker witnesses to ye 
,vill made oath that they saw Ebenez:er Hamblen sign seal pronounce 
& declare the foregoing to be his last Will & Testam~nt & that he ,vas 
of sound & disposing rnind and n1en1ory when he so did ~n their best 
descerning and that they togeather with Ann Harnblen sign~d as wit­
neses at the san1e time, In presents of the Testator. 

Coran1 M. BOURN 
.T udge of Probate. 

Dnted 
this '\iVill 

ye seventh day of .July 1736 on ye same 7th day of .July 173 
approved. 

Per ~I. BOURN, Jud: Probt: 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

118. Isaac, born February, 1711, died April, 1711. 
119. Gershon1, born July lH, 1713. 
120. 'l1hankful, born August H, 1715. 
121. Nathan, born June :m, 1717. 
122. Ebenez;er, born N ove1nher 26, 171fl. 
128. A daughter, born Septen1ber 20, 17:'.0; died :;a1ne day. 
124. Sarr1uel, born .Januar.v 7, 17~:!. 
125. Dorkas, born .June•\ 1727. 
126. Tin1othy, born Septen1ber 3, 1728. 
1~7. Elizabeth, born N overn her :20, 1780. 
128. Daniel, born April 2, 17~5. 
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[47] BENJAl\IIN HAl\IBLEN,3 (Brother oj' Prl:,eilla,) born in 
Barnstable, February 11, 168H-7. lWarried l\Iay 29, 1709, Hope,. 
daughter of Thon1as and Hannah ( Chipn1an )18 Huckins,19 
l>orn in Barnstable September 21, 1U89. He settled in West 
Barnstable in a t·wo story house with a lean-to; both joined the 
church July 19, 1714. He died in 1718, and his widow married, 
1719, Ebenezer Child. His estate was settled April 6, 1724, 
where all his children are named, and Joseph Hamblen ap­
pointed their Guardian. His personal estate ,vas appraised at 
£2}10.16.9, not an inconsiderable sun:1 for a young n1an in those 
early days. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
l~U. Rebecca, born 1\1:ay 17, 1711. 
130. Hannah, baptized July, 171-1. 
l 31. Benjan1in, N oven1 ber 18, 1716. 
132. Hope, baptized August 31, 1718. 

'18 Elder John Chipman, probably ancestor of all of tho name in tho United States,, 
was the only son of Mr. Thomas Chipman, and was born near Dorchester-, England,. 
about 1621; his father died early and he resided with his uncle, Mr. Christopher Derby; 
in.May, 1637, he came to New England with Mr. Richard Derby, son of Christopher, as a 
servant, and resided some years in Plymouth where he was probably apprenticed, and 
learned the carpenter's trade; it appears in his will that he was such. In 1646 he mar­
ried Hope, daughter of Mr. John Howland, In 1649 he was in Barnstable. His connec­
tion with the church there was most happy; his wife joined August 7, 1650, and he July­
:-30, 1652-3. Hemy Cobb and John Chipman were chosen and ordained to be ruling elders: 
of this church, and were solemnly invested with office upon ye 14th day of April, Anno 
Dom. 1670. His will is dated at Sandwich November 12, 1702, proved May 17, 1708. His 
wife Ruth died in Barnstable January 8, 1683, and lrn married seconrl, Widow Ruth 
Bourne, who died in 1713 He died in Sandwich April 7, 1708. Eleven children, the fifth 
of whom was Hannah, who married Thomas Huckins.-[Otis Papers.] 

19 Thomas Huckins, ancestor of the Barnstable family of that name; was born 
1617; but little is known of his early history; he came over before he was 21 years of age­
and was a resident of Boston and vicinity. There is some evidence that he was at Dol'­
chester. His lot at Barnstable was one of those laid out by Mr. Callicut, to whom the­
lands were first granted, and Callicut was a Dorchester man. Huckins was one of the­
twenty-three original members of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, cha~ 
tered in 1638, and bore its standard in 16a9. To have been the ensign of that company­
was a mark of honor. Th& organization is still in existence in Boston. At that time­
aristocratic notions had far more influence than at present, it was rare indeed that a 
young man of twenty-two years was elected to an office of honor, except he belonged to 

· ··an influential family in the old country. His name is written Hutchins, Huckins, Huch­
ens and Huggins, the latter being the pronunciation in early times. Among tho wealthy­
and influential promoters in England of th c settlement of Massachusetts was Mr. Thom­
as Hutchins, an assistant of the Governor, while the administration of the affairs of the 
company were conducted in England. His name appears in all tho records prior to 163'0~ 
but ceases after the removal. Ho did not come over. I tis probable that those of the name 
who did como, belonged to or were connected with his family. Thomas Huckins was an 
ext>mplary member of Mr. Lothrop's church. As a business man he perhaps had no super­
ior in the Colony. He had a wharf near his house where ho discharged and received 
freights; was one of the partners that hired the Cape Cod Fisheries. In 1675 he was a~ 
pointed Commissary General of the Colony, and had the management in procuring and 
forwarding supplies for the soldiers engaged in the Indian War. He held numerous town 
and Colonial offices, and was a man in whom the people placed the utmost confidenc-e­
for integrity and ability. Hope Huckins, wife of Benjamin Hamblin. was- daughie:r-of 
Thomas,2 Thomas. 1 -[Otis Papers.] 



rrHIRD GENERATION. 87 

[ 48] I~AAC HAl\iIBLEN ,:1 (E'leozwr~2 .Jr,mes,1) born in Barnstable 
Aug_m~t 20, 1676; n1arried Septen1ber 14, 1U98, Elizabeth How­
land;20 he died in 1710, and his widow nuirried Tin1othy Can­
non N oven1 ber H, 1711; his brother Joseph was guardian of his 
children, and the final settlernent and distribution was 1nade 
February 20, 17;j7-8. 

EHTArrE OF ISAAC HAMBLEN. BOOK 3, PAGE 675. 

I{now all n1en by these Presents, that we, Eleazer Hamblen, late of 
Barnstable now of Harwich, yeoman, Joseph Hamblen of Yarn1outh~ 
blacksn1ith, and Elizabeth Hamlin of Barnstable, sea1nstress, all in the 
County of Barnstable the three children of James21 Hamblin late of 
Barnstable aforesd deceased in consideration of fifty-two pounds shil­
ings and six pence to each of us in hand payed by our uncel Joseph 
Harnblen our garden the recete whereof we acknoledg to be in full and 
ourselves therewith fully sattisfied and contented and payd our respec7 
tive part and portion of our late father'8 estat both real and personal 
and thereof and of every part and parcel thereof we do for ourselfs our 
ares exutors & administrators freely and full acquit exonerate and dis­
charge hiin the sd .Jo~eph Hamblin our sd gardien his heirs executors 
and ad1ninistrate forever by these presents. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hand _seal this 20 day 
of February in the first year of his 1\iiagestys reign Annoque Domini 
17B7 /8. 

ELEAZER HAMBLIN (Seal) 
her 

ELIZABETH >< HAl\iLEN (Seal) 
mark 

JOSEPH HA:i\iILIN (Seal) 
Signed, sealed and 

Delivered in presence 
BARNABAS CHIPMAN. 
SErrH HAMLEN. 
DAVID SMrrH .. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

133. Eleazer, born August 22, 1'19H. 
184. I!--nac, baptized .July 20, 1701; died young. 
13.5 .• Joseph, born June -1, 170:.!. 
136. Elizabeth, born October, 1705. 

S. BOURN Reo-'r 0 

20 John Howland, ancestor of tho family of that name in Barnstable, came over in 
the Mayflower as a servant of Gov. Carver. His name is thirteenth :in the Covenant. 
made at Cape Cod, November 11, 1620. Married Elizabeth, daughter uf John Tilley, also 
a Pilgrim, who died the first winter as did his wife. Howland was a representative and 
assistant to the Governor iu 16~:m-4-5. A prominent man. 

21 I believe this was a clerical error in the original record and that these were tbe­
children of Isaac,:i son of Eleazer, 11 who had a brother Joseph. James Hamblen 3 had 
no brother Joseph, nor children corresponding with those named above.-_Authol'.1 
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[49] .JOSEPH H.c\J\IBLI~N,:{ (Brother of Isaac.) born in Barnstable, 
Nove1nber 20, Imm. J\'iarried first by Rev. Mr. Russell, May 27, 
170-l, Mercy Howland.22 l\!Iarried Hecond, Septe1nber .5, 17,51, 
wido,v Hopestill Davis, daug·hter of .Joshua Lmnbard. She 
was born 1G86, and died October, 175H. 

He resided in Barnstable, was a prmuinent rnan of good bm;iness 
capacity. 'l1he following inscription is upon his grave stone: 

"In 1nemory of Mr . .Joseph Han1len: Augst ye 27th 1761
\ in ye 8Bth 

year of hi::; age.'' 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
137. Alice, born February 4, 1705. 
138. Seth, born J\iarch 4, 1708. 
139. Sarah, born April 4, 1711. 
140. .Joseph, born March_ 10, 171:i. 
141. Southward, born J\Iay 21, 1721. 

(53] SHUBAEL HAlVIBLEN,3 ( Brother of lsaac) born in Barnstable 
Septernber lu, 16!)0.· Married, March 25, 1719, Eleanor \iVilson, 
(David Harnblen calls her Winslow) of Harwich. In his will 
dated Octoher 5 1 17n81 he calls Shobal his only son, and names 
his wife and children, Jerush, Shobal, Eleanor, Mehitable and 
Eleanor. It is supposed that his children, .Joshua and Lydia 
were then dead. 

COPY OF WILL OF SHUBAEL HAMBLEN. 

In the N a1ne of God, Amen. I Shoball Han1blen, of Barnstable in 
the said county, Ye01nan, being advanced in years but of sound n1ind 
and disposing nien1ory and calling to 1nind the rnortality of n1y body 
and being n1inded to set 1ny house in order before I die do this ;:ith day 
of October 1758 n1ake and ordain this rny last will and testarnent that 
is to say I conunit rny soul to God in Jesus Christ and my body to the 
earth to be buried in a decent Christian n1anner at the discression of 
my Executor hereafter narned .. 

And touching such worldly estate that God hath blessed me with I 
give and derui~e and dispose or the san1e in the following 1nanner and 
form. 

Itnprituis: I order 1ny just debts an<l, funeral charges to be first 
pnid by 111,r executor herein nmued out of the estate that f herein give 
hin1. Ite1n. I give and bequeath to n1y loving wife Eleaner, in lieu 
of her dower anfl power of third~ of ruy estate during her widowhood 
the use uud irnprovement of one-third of 111y real estate and also the 
huprove111ent of one third of rny personal estate within doerR except 
rr1y wearing apparel annory, loon1s and tackling thereto belonglng, pro­
visions and n10ney I also give her the use and in1proven1ent of one 
cow so long as she re1nains n1y widow. Also I give her a cmnpetency 

22 See Noto 20. 
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of provisions to bring about the year whenever I leave it and rny 1nind 
is that in the division of said third of 1uy indore rnoveaoles that she 
dont t ke rny best fether bed four pair of sheets and four cover ids with 
the other necessary furniture to sd bed and my best chest of draws and 
that she 1ny sd wife irnprove said indoers 1110veables during her natural 
life. Ite111. I give and uequeath to 1ny two daughters nan1,=.Iy Jerusha 
Hainblen and .i\Iehitable Childs and to their heirs and assigns forever 
equally to Le divided to then1 and their heirs and the one half the fif­
ty fifth lot of the late Com on 1narsh lying at Sandy N eek in Barn­
stable aforesaid and the ,vhole lot is bounded westerly by the fiftieth 
lot northerly up against the head of vVells Creek partly and partly 
against the n1arsh lately San1uel Wing's Marsh, easterly by a range of 
stakes one near the rrhach or Bank 1narked 51 and southerly by a range 
of stakes on north west passage Islands or however the sa1ne is bounded. 

Ite1n. I give and Lequeath to 1ny daughter Eleanor two thirds of 
my indoers n1oveables including the best feather bed four pairs of 
sheets four co,·erlids and the other necessary furnitures to sd beds & 
1ny best chest of draws f•xcepting out of this devise n1y apparel armory 
loonis and their tackling provisions of all sorts and 1noneys and credits. 
I also give to the said Eleanor the stun of nine pounds lawful money to 
be paid her in the following n1anner by rny son Shobal viz. three 
pounds By the year reconing the first payn1ent to be rnade in one year 
after my decense. I also give to the said Eleanor the use and hnprove­
ment of the great roon1 and chamber over it, and the-use of the entry 
way to the cha1nber, and priveledge of sitting things in the cellar to be 
improved so long as she lives unn1arried and no longer and n1y n1ind is 
that rny wife take her thirds of the house in that part so she and Elea­
nor n1ay hnprove together as long ns 1ny wife reniains my widow and 
Eleanor lives unn1arried as aforPsaid. I also give to the said Eleanor the 
liberty to cart her firewood of frorn n1y land so long as she lives unmar­
ried as afore to cut both oak and pine as usual and at the lands lie handy 
and at a distance in proportio!1. Furthern1ore I give to the said Eleanor 
the other third of n1y indore moveables that I have given hern1other the 
in1prove1nent off during her natural life after her mother leaves it. 

Iten1. I give and bequeath to n1y only son Shoba1 and to his heirs 
and assigns forever all and singular my real estate of every sort yt 
have not heretofore disposed of with all 1ny live stock rnoneys credits 
apparel loo1ns & their tackling husbandry tools and utensils of all sorts 
horse tackling and corn on the ground of all sorts also the cow that his 
n1other has the use of when she is done with it in condition of ,vhich 
gift I hereby enjoin hin1 his heirs &c to pay rny just debts and funeral 
charges and in case what provisions I have niade in this will be not 
sufficient to support his n1other that he take care yt she be suitably 
and comfitably supported with all necessarys both in sickness and in 
health during her being 1ny widow. I also enjoin him to keep the 
buildings in repair without any charge to his 1nother and sister Eleanor 
so long as they iinprove t.hern agreeable to n1y will as aforesd, and also 
to pay to sd Eleanor the said smn of nine pounds in manner as before 
expressed to be paid. 
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Lastly I norninate and appoint n1y son Shobal Han1blen sole execu­
tor of this 1ny last will and testament hereby revoking nll other and 
forrner wills and testan1ents by me rnade ratifying and confiru1ing this 
and this only to be n1y Last Will and Testanient as ,yitness n1y hand 
and seal the 5th day of October, 1758. Signed sealed pronou1iced and 
declared by the. said Shobal Han1blen to be his Last ~ .. ill and Testament. 

In presence of 
FRANCIS WOOD. 
MARY OTIS. 
ABIGAIL orris. 
JAMES orris. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

SHOBAL HAlVIBLEN. (L. S.) 

142. Jerusha, born May 4, 17~2. :Married John Han1blen-t. 
143. Shubael, born September ~O, 17i4. 
144. Eleanor, born October 18, 1726; died young. 
145. .Joshua, born August 21, 17.i8. 
146. Mehitable, born Decernber 4, 1730. 
147. Eleanor, born April 15, 1733. 
148. Lydia, born November 15, 1735. 

[57] ISRAEL HAMBLEN,:J ls1·oel,'!. ,Tames,1) born in Barnstable 
March 15, 1694. 1\ilarried first, March 29, 1721, Dorcas Godfrey, 
of Ya.rn1outh; n1arried second, June 17, 17~8-H, Bathsheba Ba­
ker. His name appears on the Yarn10uth records. David 
Harri blen says he died 1814. 

Children, born in Yarn1outh, by first wife: 
14H. Israel, born February lH, 1725; probably died young·. 

By second wife: 
150. Thankful, born Decen1bcr .:W, 173H. 
151. Israel, born June 4, 1741. 

[58] JOSEPH HAlVIBLEN ,3 (Brother of Israel,) born in Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, Septen1ber 12, 169i. Married April 8, 1717, Abi­
gail,2'8 daughter of Jabez Davis, born April 6, 1698. 

Child: 
152. Lois, ba1Jtized Barnstable, Ma~· 26, 17:23. 

[HO] JACOB HAMBLEN,3 (Iltdj'-brothei· oj' lstrtel,) born iu Barn­
stable, May 28, 1702. 1\ilarried .A.ugust 18, 1731, probably at 
that place, his cousin Content I-Ian1blen4 (88). 

'fhey were an1ong the early settlers of Gorha111, Maine. Otis says: 
"He and his wife were disnlissed from the East Church (Barnstable) 
to the church in Gorham, Maine, October, 28, 1730, to which town they 
had previously moved." Pierce's History of Gorhmn furnishes ac­
counts of the ()arly settlen1ent of that town; and the late Col. Hugh 

28 Abigail Davis,4 daughter of Jabez, 3 John. 2 Dolar. 1 See Note -l. 
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1\IcLellan, about 1872, publi~hed in the Pm tlrmd Transcript a series of 
articles giYing a Yery full history of the Han1blens who first settled there. 

Jacob Han1blen was the first of the name at Gorham, seYeral of his 
relatives settled there later, coten1poraneous with the Phinneys, Mo 
Lellans, Mosiers, Cloutn1aus and others, in the early settlernent of Nar­
ragansett No. 7, or Gorhan1town, as then called. His name disappears 
fron1 the records of Barnstable about 1733, and it was said he removed 
to the '' Eastern Country;" his narr1e is not on the Barnstable tax bill 
for 1737; he could not have 1noved directly to Gorham for there was no 
settlen1ent there in 1783; it is supposed that he ren1ained in Falmouth 
(now Portland), or some other adjoining town a few years, for the first 
we find hin1 as a proprietor and resident of Gorham was about the year 
1743. The nun1ber of his first right, or lot in Gorham, has not been 
ascertained; but his final settle1nent was on lots Nos. 16 and 25; these 
were not obtained by his right as a. proprietor of the town, but were 
purchased at a tax sale, July 2, 1752, for the sum of five pounds, 
eighteen shillings; being three shillings, four pence less than the tax. 
The purchase of these lots would indicate hhn to be the owner of at 
least four hundred acres of land. · The first actual white settler in Gor­
han1 was Capt. John Phinney, in May, 1736, who came also from Barn­
stable, to 1',aln1outh in 1732. The fact that both can1e from the same 
place about the same tin1e, and finally settled together in that wild 
countr~·, "rarrants the inference, that they kept close company. He 
was in Gorhan1 certainly as early as 1743, his children literally had the 
J ndian children for playmates. 

The privations and hardships of the early settlers of Gorha1n seem 
aln1ost incredible; at that period the neighboring towns along the 
coast had been settled, for a century. This was the con1niencen1ent of 
settlement further inland; and the settll•rs ,vere grently harassed by 
the Indians, as they encroach upon their lands and settlen1entR, until 
the French power passed away, by Conquest of Quebec by Wolfe in 
175!l, which closed the Indian depredations in that portion of Maine. 

The wars between Fratice and England had always drawn into con­
flict the colonies of these nations in An1erica; hence the inh~bitants of 
Maine were ill constant state of warlike preparation, and frequently 
engaged in military expeditions against the French and Indians. 

It is said that fron1 1703 to 171B :Maine lost one-third of all its popu­
lation; in 1724 the Norridgewocks were brok(:\n up; in 1725 the c01n­
pany of Capt. Lovell killed and displ·r~ed the Pequawkets at Fryebury; 
the whole population of Maine in 173G was estin1ated at only 7,000. In 
1735-6-7, the scarlet fever, or throat disten1per raged through the col­
ony, causing the death of over 500 persons, in smne towns it was pe­
culiarly fatal. In Scarborough no one recovered who was attacked. 
In the ne,v towns the inhabitants suffered greatly for want of food, 
clothing and comfortable habitations, w bile danger from Indian attacks 
were constant and pressing. 

It required men like the Puritans to undertake and carry through 
these new settlements among ~avage beasts and meu. A.t this period 
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the towns of Maine were obliged to erect and rnaintain garrisons as 
places of refuge against Indian attacks, constructed of hewn tin1bers, 
,vith palisadoes of large posts set deep in the earth, closely together, out­
side of the fort or blockhouse, ten or twelve feet high. Watch boxes 
were built on top of the walls, the whole bullet proof. That in Gor­
harn was on the 30 acre lot, No. 2, near the old burying ground, on what 
is still called "Fort Hill," the 1no::,t elevated land in the town. It had 
t,vo six pounder swivels placed at diagonal corners, for the purpose of 
defence and to alarrn the neighboring towns of the approach of danger. 
In 1745 the fifth Indian war broke out; at this tin1e several families 
moyed into the fort, viz: Capt. John Phinney, .JACOB HA:l\'IBLEN, 
Daniel Mosier, Hugh McLellau, Clement Harvey, John Reed, Edward 
Cloutman, Jere1niah Hodgdon, Eliphalet Watson and Mr. Bryant. 

These distresses disheartened some of the settlers, who abandoned 
their harries and removed to Fahnouth, or returned to l\iassachusetts; 
those who left were: William Pote, Jarnes Irish, John Eayr (Ayer), 
Caleb Cron1 well, Ebenezer Hall, vVilliam Cotton, Benjan1in Skillings 
:and Benjarnin Stevens. Nearly all returned to Gorham after the ,v~r. 
For nearly seven years the settlers were confined to the fort, as a 
place of residence, where they suffered great privation and hardship; 
they had not only the Indians, and at times nearly-fan1ine to contend 
with, but a dreadful disease bro~e out, said to have been cansed b~r 
want of proper food, called putrid so1·e throrll or block tonr1ur:, fron1 
which many of the children died; and every dweller in the fort ,vas 
afflicted with it. 

At one time, although there were eleven soldiers furnbhed by the 
gov-ernn1ent of 1\'f assachusetts-Maine then being a province of Massa­
<!husetts-there ·were not enough well 1nen to stand guard, and the 
,vo1nen had to lend their aid in perforn1ing guard duty. 

Upon the return of spring in 17-16, Bryant, Reed, Clout1nan and lVIc 
Lel1an negl~cted to con1e into t.he fort as directed, and were attncked 
by Indians: Bryant and his four children were killed: his wife, with 
Reed and Clout1nan were c~ptured and taken to Canada.:?4 

24 On April 19, 1746, 0. S., a party of ten Indian warriors entered Gorham unknown 
to the inhabitants. Some of the Indians had previously resided there and knew the 
people and where they lived. All the families except Bryant, Clontmau and McLellan 
bad removed to the Fort, who remained on their lands hoping to get their plowing and 
~owing done that they might. raise some crops. Capt. Phinney was urgent to have all in 
the garrison, fooling certain the Indians would be upon them as soon as the ground was 
'bared of snow. As tho spring opened ho e:.treated tho settlers to make no delay about 
moving into the fort, the forwardness of the season increased his anxiety. Hugh Mc­
Lellan's family had been alarmed the previous night by the unusual action of their dog, 
barricaded their dwelling and stood at arms all night. but seeing no Indians concluded 
tho following morning that their alarm was without cause, and decided to finish their 
·work that da~' and remove to the garrison. They yoked their oxen and l\Ir. McLellan 
:and his son William went to the field, charging the wife to be watchful, to keep the dog 
:at home and on any alarm to blow the horn. Before they left the house a neighbor, Mr . 
.John Reed, came to borrow a chain; to him they made known their apprehension; ho 
had seen nothing unusual. and did not think the Indians in the vicinity, and returned 
home; but on his return at the brook was set upon by two Indians secreted in tho 
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:\lost of the early settlers of Gorharn were fro1n Cape Cod;Z,3 nearly 
every town of which furnished one or n1ore settlers; who partook large­
ly of the character::.- of their ancestors, a hardy, enterprising, virtuous 
race, of indornitable courage, unbending firn1ness, unco1npronlising in-

bushes; he was unarmed, was overpowered, taken captive and bound. Mr. -- Bryant 
and his son went to the field to repair the fence, the Indians came upon them, they tried! 
to escape to the fort, the Indians shot and broke Mr. Bryant's arm, he reached! 

. the brook hard pressed by the savages; seeing Mr. Daniel Mosier with a gun, called 
to him to fire on th'-l Indians, but Mosier, being at a distance and not fully appre­
hending the condition, delayed, when immediately an Indian sprung upon Bryant 
and dispatched him with a tomahawk before Mosier was fully aware of what was tak­
ing place, or could offer assistance. The place where Mr. Bryant was killed is on the 
low ground south of where Nathaniel Hamlin resided in 1862. Mosier escaped to the­
fort and gave the alarm. The Indians proceeded to the house of Bryant where they­
murdered and scalped four of their children, dashing out the brains of an infant against 
the stone fire place. The agonized and frantic mother, feeble and powerless, had to­
witness the dC'struction of all that was dear to her heart; to leave her husband dead, andl. 
the mangled bodies of her children; and with feelings of anguish, impossible to describe,. 
go captive with her destroyers through pathless forests, tangled swamps and over rugged 
mountains to a people whoso language she could not understand; the enemies of her 
people and of.herself. Mrs. McLellan, hearing the gun fired at Bryant's, directed her 
daughter, Abigail, about twelve years old, to go to Bryant's place and learn the cause; 
but the child was afraid and secreted herself; when the mother discovered her and agaiDI 
ordered her to go. The distance being short, she soon arrived at the house and entered; 
the sight nearly paralyzed her. On the floor lay the four childmn in their blood; all 
except the babe fell under the ruthless tomahawk. The eldest dau~htc>r was still alive,. 
she called Abigail by name, and asked for water, but Abigail, horror stricken, fled inter­
ror and on reaching home fell prostrated. Her mother laid her on a bed and immediate .. 
ly blew the horn. McLellan hearing it hastily ran home, leaving the oxen in the yoke .. 
Abigail. recovering, related what she had seen at Bryant's house. They prepared to 
resist an attack, not knowing the extent of tho Indians' success, or the safety of the fort .. 
Edward Cloutman, had gone to finish sowing his grain, was discovered by the Indians. 
who were d~sirous of capturing him. He was a powerful man, in the r,rime of life,. 
unarmed; there were eight Indians in the party. As soon as his back was turned toward 
them the savages ran toward him; he saw them and ran toward Bryant's house; comin~ 
to a fence he tried to leap it but became entangled in the brush and fell back, when two. 
of the Indians sprang toward him. Cloutman knocked them down, as well as the third 
one; two more came up with g!).ns leveled at his heart, when he surrendered. He was a. 
man over six feet tall and weighed 220pounds. By his neighbors he was called the giant~ 
After arriving in Canada he wrote a letter to his wife which she received the following· 
September, relating the particulars of his capture. He informed her that the Indians: 
took him and Reed and Mrs. Bryant, she being feeble, he carried her on his back across: 
all tho streams, and many miles besides when the traveling was bad. They followed the, 
Saco river and passed through the notch of the White Mountains to Canada. Cloutmaru 
and Reed were confined and compelled to work on the French fortifieatfons. Mrs. Bry­
ant was sold for a domestic in a French family. About November Cloutman and anoth­
er captive, named Dunbar. escaped on a stormy night, but were never afterwards seem 
alive. It is supposed the~· drowned in attempting to swim a bay of Lake Champlain, as. 
tlic next spriug the skeletons of two men were found on the shore of tho lake with their 
clothes tied to tho back of their heads, and in one garment was found a pocket compass: 
identified as one had by Cloutman. After the peace was made an Indian came to Gor­
ham where· he told that he was oue of the party who captured Cloutman, and the name. 
of his captors. He said: ·•Strongman, Cloutman. He heat two Indians so they diedl 
before they got to Canada." During the war Colonel Edmund Phinnc>y, then a ~•oung­
man, was fired upon and wounded by Indians in Gorham. A young man named Barthol­
omew Thorn was captured and carried to Canada and sold to a French gentleman. Afteir 
seven years he escaped and returned to Gorham~ He was a noted hunter and trappe:r. 
well known to the Indians. There is- a tradition that he had once shot and killed ma 

~5 See Note 6. 
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tegrity; sober, industrious, 'frugal and ternperate in all thingH; they 
were distinguished for enduring fortitude, and open handed hospi 
tality; but not e1ninent for literary attainn1ents or sciences; not defi-­
cient in talents, but had not leisure or opportunity for the cultivation 
of letters, or the study of books, had they possessed them; they were 
incessantly occupied in devising ways to obtain sustenance and cloth­
ing, and in providing means for defence against their foes; exhausted 
with labors and worn with cares, the_y could not be expected to attend 
to the elegancies of older and wealthier communities. 

At this day they n1ight be called intolerant in their religious views 
and practices, but in this were like others of that age. 

They were zealous for what they considered the truth; a stern and 
severe morality prevailed among then1; they felt that religion, virtue, 
and knowlege were essential to good government and the permanent 
welfare of the c0111munity, and spared no pains to support the gospel, 
inculcate rnorality in the 1ninds of their children, and provide n1eans 
for their education. A.t the first Proprietors' Meeting, one of their first 
votes ,vas to provide for preaching and religious instruction. 'rhe 
wives and daughters of the first settlers shared in the toils of their bus­
.bands and fathPrs; to labor in the fields and forests, carry burdens, go 
to mJU, gather. the harvest and assist in the defense of their homes. 

The ardor and patriotism of the people of Gorham, during the per­
"iod of the War for Ind1.~pendence, is forcibly portrayed in Pierce's His­
tory of Gorhan1.26 

Indian who accused him of robbing the traps of the latter. It is said that during the 
Indian War five Indians were killed near the brook where Nathaniel Hamlin resided in 
1862, three of whom fell by the gun of William McLellen. At one time when the men 
were absent from the fort at work an alann was started by the barking of a dog, the 
women hastily closed the gates and Mrs. McLellen ascended to the watch tower where 
,she discovered an Indian behind a bush. She got a loaded musket and watched at the 
port-hole. The Indian arose in full view and she fired at him. The men, hearing the 
gun, ran to the fort to learn the cause. When told they examined the spot where the 
Indian had stood and found a pool of blood and a trail following into the woods. Proba­
bly his companions, bore the wounded Indian away. Mrs. McLellen lived to a great 
age and always asserted that she killed or severely wounded the savag~.-[Colonel Hugh 
McLellan in Pierce's History of Gorham.] 

26 "Preamble and resolves of the Freemen of Gorham, adopted in meeting Jan. 7, 
1773: We find it is esteemed an argument of terror to a set of the basest of men who are 
attempting to enslave us, and who desire to wallow in luxury upon the expense of our 
earnings, that this country was purchased by the blood of our renowned forefathers, 
who, flying from the unrelenting rage of civil and religious tyranny in their native land, 
settled themselves in this desolate, howling wilderness. But the people of this town of 
Gorham have an argument still nearer at hand; not only may we say that we enjoy an 
inheritance purchased b~· the blood of our forefathers, but this town was settled at the 
expense of our own blood. We have those among us whose blood, streaming from their 
own wounds, watered tho soil from which we earn our bread! Our ear8 have heard the 
infernal yell of the savage, nativ2 murderers! Our eye,~ have seen our young child­
ren weltering in their gore in our own houses, and our dearest friends carried into cap­
tivity by men more savage than the savage beasts themselves! Many of us have been 
used to earn our daily bread with our weapons in our bands! We cannot be supposed 
to be fully acquainted with the mysteries of Court policy. but we look upon ourselves 
able to judge so far concerning our rights as men, as Christians, and as subjects of the 
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In preparation of this sketch of Jacob Harnblen, copious extracts are 
taken fro111 Pierce's history of Gorharn, and the sketches of Col. Mc 
Lellan, concerning the first settlers of Gorham, as the Han1blens were 
nurnerous there, as well as their descendants in other places in Maine 

British Government, as to declare that we apprehend those rights as settled of the good 
people of Boston, do belong to us; and that we look with horror and indignation on 
their violation. We only add that our old Captain (John Phinney) is still living, who 
for many years has been our chief officer to rally the inhabitants of this town from the 
plough and sickle, to defend their wives, their children and all that was dear to them, 
from the savages. Many of us have been inured to the fatigue and danger of flying to 
garrison. Many of our watch boxes are still in being, the timber of our Fort is still to 
be seen; some of our women have been used to handle the cartridge or load the musket, 
and the swords we sharpened and brightened for our enemies are not yet grown rusty; 
Therefore: 

Resolved, That the people of the town of Gorham are as loyal as any of his Majes­
ty's subjects in Great Britain or the Plantations, and hold themselves always in readi­
ness to assist his Majesty with their lives and fortunes in defense of the rights and priv­
eliges of his subjects. 

Re:wlved, We apprehend that the grievances of which we justly complain,. are 
owing to the corruptions of the late Ministry, in not suffering the repeated petitions and 
remonstrances from this Province to reach the Royal ear. 

Resolved, It is clearly tho opinion of the town that it is better to risk our lives and 
fortunes in the defense of our rights, civil and religious, than to die by piece meals in 
slavery. 

Resolved, It is clearly the opinion of this town that the Parlame·nt of. Great Brit­
a11;1 has no more right to take money from us, without our consent, than they have to 
take money without consent from the inhabitants of France or Spairi. 

Resob,ed, That the foregoing Resolves and Proceedings be registered in the Town 
Clerk's office, as a standing memorial of the value that the inhabitants of this town put 
upon their rights and privileges. 

At a town meeting, January 25, 1774, the following spirited proceedings were had: 
1. Resolved, -· That our small possessions, dearly purchased by the hand of labor 

and the industry of ourselves and our dear ancestors, with the loss of many lives, by a 
barbarous and cruel enemy, aie by the laws of God, nature and the British Constitution, 
ou1· own, exclusive of any other claim under heaven. 

2. Re.~olvrd, That all and every part and parcel of the profits arising therefrom 
are also our own, and that none can of right take away any part or share thereof, with-
out our free com;ent. ·-

3. Resolved, That for any Legislative body of men under the British Constitution 
to take or grant liberty, to take any part of our property or profits, without our consent, 
is state robbery, and ought to ho opposed. 

4. Resoh•t'd, That the British Parlament laying a tax on Americans for tho pur­
pose of raising a revenue, is a violation of tho laws of religion and sound policy. incon­
:Sistent with the principles of freedom, that has distinguished the British Empire from 
.its earlie:st ages. 

5. Resol1Jed, That the appropriating this Revenue in support of a set of the vilest 
•of the human race, in rioting and luxury on our spoils is an unprecedented step of Ad­
ministration and appears to us most odious. 

6. Re:wlv(id, That the Tea Act, in favor of tho East India Company to export the 
.same to America, is a deep laid scheme to betray the unwary and careless into th~ snare 
laid to catch and enslave them, and requires the joint vigilance, fortitude and courage 
-0f the thoughtful and the brave to oppose in every constitutional way. 

7. Resolved, That petitioning the throne carries a very gloomy prospect, so long 
.as his Majesty is under the same influence that ho has been for many years past. 

8. Resolved, That other methods besides petitioning are now become necessary 
for the obtaining and securinir our just rights and privileges. 

9. Resolved, That the measures taken by :the town of Boston in their several 
meetings to consult, debate and advise with regard to the tea arrived there, merits the 
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and elsewhere, who have frequently interrr1arried with the decsend­
ants of other early Gorhan1 fanlilies, 1nentioned by these learned writers. 

JHr. Hamblen ,vas a good business man, and a useful citizen, one in 
,vhmn his fellow settlers had confidence. I-Iis narne is proniinent on 
the old proprietor's records; he was ahyays at tlwir rneetings: oft, n on 
in1portant committees, for surveying lund:-;, running lines, fixing boun­
daries, making roads, supplying 1ninisters and the general business of 
the proprietary or town. 

His hon1estead consisted of the two thirty-nere lots, Nos. 1H and 25. 
By the old plan of the thirf y-acn· lots, they WPI'l' boundPd nm·therly by 
Han1blen Street and easterly b;v King Street, ( now 1-Iigh :u1<l School 
Streets) extending southerly from the cornf'r now occnpie<) h_v Ridlon 

esteem and regard of all who esteem their rights worth preserving, and will transmit 
their memory to unborn ages with Honor. 

10. Resolved, That the unfeigned thanks of the town of Gorham wait on the Com­
mittee of Correspondence of the metropolis, and all the good People that shew their zeal 
for Liberty in their late Town meetings, and may our indignation fall on all who are en­
emies to our happy Constitution! 

11. Resolved, That we of this town have such a high relish for Liberty. that we, all 
with one heart, stand ready sword in haucl. with tho Italians in the Roman Republick, 
to defend and maintain our ri.!?hts against all atfompts to rmslave ni-:, and join our broth­
eren, opposing force to force, if drove to the last extremity. which God forbid." 

After these high-toned resolutions were passed, thn aged Capt. Phinney made a mo­
tion, which was voted: "That if any person of Gorham shall hereafter contemn, despise 
or reproach the former or the present Resolves, or endeavor to prevent the force or effect 
of the same among this people, he shall be deemed, held and adjudged an enemy to his 
Country, unworthy the company or regard of all those who are the professed sons of 
freedom, and shall be treated as infamous." 

It was voted that the following be accepted as a preface to the foregoing Resolves: 
"When we contemplate the days of old, the years of ancient times, when tho candle 

of the Lord shown around our Tabernacle, and the Benign rays from the the throne 
beamed through the whole of our American atmosphere, which placed a smile upon ev­
ery face and jo;y in every heart, and each individual sitting under his own vine and fig 
tree, having none to annoy or make him afraid, enjoying the fruits of his own industry. 
In this golden age mutual Love subsisted between the mother States and her Colonies. 
The mother extended her powerful arm to Skreen and Protect her Children from insult 
and ruin, from their and her natural enemies, who would have attacked them on their 
watry frontier; in return, the children have over been obedient to the requisition of their 
mother in raising men and money to tho enlargement of the British Empire to an amaz­
ing extent, and this without complaint or even a single murmur, although they thereby 

_ endangered their own bankruptcy. But how are circum:-tances changed l '0 temporal 
0 mores!' tho mother lost to her first love! her maternal affection degenerated into a 
cold indifferency if not a fixed hatred of her children, as is too evident by the repetition 
of one revenue act upon another, and appointing Egyptian task-masters, if not worse, or 
cruelly to extort from us our property, without so much as to :c;ay, by your leave, that 
they may wallow in luxury on our spoils, against every principal of justice, Human or 
Divine. And the tools of the Administration, among ourselves, have nsrHl every measure 
in their power to weaken our hands and subj8ct us easily to ho dragooned in chains and 
slavery, not by dint of argument, but by tho mere force of tho IH>W<'r placed in their 
hands by the Mother County. These things bearing heavy on onr minds, and not alto­
gether sunk below all human feelings, '\Ve, una 1_,oce, come to these rC'solves: " 

Then followed a letter to the Committee of Correspondence of Bo:--ton, in which they 
close: 

"We hope and trust that the inhabitants of this town will not be induced to part 
with their privelegesfor a little paltry lte'rb drink.;;_[Pierce's History of Gorham.] 
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& Card's store to the line of the railroad, and ,vesterly to Harding's• 
Hill. His dwelling house was on No. 16, where the store of R. G. 
Harding stood in 1872. Here he kept a '' House of Entertainment" 
fron1 17.57 to the ti1ne of his death. ':rhe meetings of the old proprietors 
were often held at his house. A Mr. Elwell kept a tavern in the san1e 
house in 1775. A part of this old tavern house was moved, and with 
sonie additions, used by Major Si1neon Farnham as a d,velling house, 
,vhere he lived before he built the brick house (now burned), recently 
known as the Gorhan1 House. rrhe old house of late years has been 
known as the Gammon House, and stood near where Mr. Stephen 
Hinkley' s house stood in 1872. 

A short tinie before his death, Mr. Hamblen en1ancipated his ne­
gro 1nan servant, '' Ceasor," in consideration of his having faithfully 
served hiln, and in further consideration of five shillings paid by the 
said Ceasor. rrhe discharge was signed, sealed and delivered in pres­
ence of Austin Alden and Stephen Phinney, May 2d, 1774, and record­
ed by Enoch Freen1an, October 18, same year. 

In the year 1770 he n1ade a present to the town of the burial ground 
at Gorham Village, which has since becorne the quiet resting place of so 
many of the worthy old proprietors. Near the northwesterly corner of 
this lot stands a thne worn and broken monu1neut of slate 8tone, bear­
ing the following inscription: 

In 1ne1nory of 
~IR. J.A.COB HAMBLIN 

who died June 3d 
1774 

Aged 72 years. 

Mrs. Hamblin. in her day was a fa1nous comber of wool for the pur­
pose of n1aking worsted; few of the present generation have ever seen 
this operation of combing wool on the old fashioned ketchel or flax 
con1b 1 laying the fibers all on~ way, straight and srnooth and winding· 
it into balls, to spin it, on the srnall flax wheel, into very fine thread. 
In an old account book we find l\irs. Han1blen has credit for con1bing· 
worsted, five shillings, and for one hundred cabbage plants, two shil-· 
lings. At that time there were no factories, and irnported cloth was: 
rare and expensive; every household was expected to rnanufacture its. 
own clothing, and the lad~· who came to the possession of a worsted. 
gown, colored vdth dye rnade front the bark of trees, or roots of the for­
est, and nianufactured by her own hand had a treasure of which she· 
was deservedl;y proud, and was thought quite well dressed. 

In thm,e days n1atters of neglect and dereliction of religious duties·. 
were subject to penalties of the eivil law, and we fear somethnes, con­
science had but little to do in those matters. But in speaking of' 
Mrs. Content Harr1blen, frorr1 what we have heard, ,ve are in­
clined to believe her conscientious. Rhe rnade it strictly the rule of" 
her house, for herself and every n1err1ber of her fa1nily, to attend 
all the n1eetings on the 8abbath day, or keep close within doors •. 
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Fast and Feast days were rigidly obHerYed according to law, and the 
ordinances of the church. 

No person within her house was allowed to eat a morsel of food on 
fast day between early morning and evening, if she could prevent it; 
even the cattle within her barn had to con1e under the rule; they were 
fed the night before, and allowed no more till the day had passed, and 
-consequently were allowed an abundance of food on Thanksgiving day. 
Whether she was one of those who believed that all dtnnb ani­
mals would be found on their knees at twelve o'clock on Christmas 
Eve in thanksgiving for the birth of the Saviour, we cannot say; but 
nevertheless it was once the current belief, and so1ne there be at this 
tin1e who are unwilling to give it up. 

Mrs. Content Hamblen, widow of Jacob, married ~Ir. Janies l\Uller, 
from Cape Elizabeth March 1, li80. In an old record kept by Rev. Ca­
leb Jewett, we find that he died May 16, 1 iBi; she lived with her bus­
.band, Miller, in a house which stood in the Alexander McLellan gar­
den, directly back of the Ridlon & Card store. Here she Ii ved alone for 
several years; and was held as a fortune teller, as she was often visited 
by the young to learn their future destiny. 

Of her decease there isi no record, but ·we conclude thnt she died 
about the year 1790, certainly before 1800. 

No complete record of their children has been discovered, and per­
haps son1e 1nay have died during the sickness, in the Indian war above 
mentioned. 

Children: 
153. Joseph, born May 10, 173-, perhaps in Barnstable. 
154. Daniel. 
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(65] EBENEZER SCUDDER,4 (Elizribetft,'.1 ,Tames,'!. ,fctm.es,l) was 
baptized April 26, 1696 

He had descendants named Eleazar Scudder and .Josiah Scudder. 

David Scudder, who descended from Eleazer, was born January ·\ 
1768, he was an eminent citizen, and 1nauy years Clerk of Courts for 
Barnstable county. Married Desire Gage, and had a son Charles, born 
.June 5, 1789, who settled in Boston, and died January 21, l8lil, after a 
long life of usefulness and distinction as a 1nerchant. 

Frederick Scudder, a younger brother of Charles, was for several 
years County Trehsurer and Recorder of Deeds for Barnstable county. 

Hon. Zeno Scudder descended fron1 Josiah above, son of Ebenezer, 
and wife Rose Delap,27 born in Osterville, Barnstable in 1807. In early 
life he followed the sea, and afterwards engaged in mercantile pursuits; 
before he atta~:ned his majority he was induced from paralysis to prose­
cute the study of medicine; but finding his infirrnity an impediinent to 
the practice of his profession, he applied hin1self to the study of law. 
He took a course at the Cambridge Law School and was admitted to 
the bar in 1836, opened a law office in Falmouth, but shortly changed 
his location to Barnstable, where he soon acquired a lucrative practice, 
and was regarded as an accurate, learned and diligent lawyer. He was 
elected to the State Senate fro1n Barnstable in 1846, and twice re-elect­
ed; in his third ter1n he was chosen President of the Senate, the duties 
of whieh office he perfonned with dignity and ability. He was elected 
member of 3:!d Congress of the United States, and on August 1~, 18f>2, 
delivered a speech on the subject of ... i\.n1erican FisherieH, evincing great 

27 James Delap, ancestor of the family of that name in Barnstable, was a native 
of Ireland. Mr. Otis gives an account of his passage to America: "Charles Clinton, an 
Irishman, chartered the ship, George & Ann, Capt. Rymer to transport his friends and 
neighbors to .America, the whole number of men, women and children were 114. He was 
unfortunate in the selection of a ship. Rymer was a cold blooded villain. The ship 
sailed from Dublin for Philadelphia May 20, 1729, poorly supplied with stores, the voy­
age was protracted by the infamy of the master to 12:i days. The passengers consisted 
of families who had converted their estates, except such articles as they could take • with them, into gold, to purchase land in Philadelphia and build a town where they 
could enjoy the civil and religious liberties denied in their native land. They selected 
the mild season for their passage, and expected to arrive in Philadelphia in July, in time 
to select their place of residence and put up dwellings before winter; and did not dream 
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research on the subject. He was re-elected to the 38d Congress, llut a 
fall, fracturing a lit11b, caused hiin to resign his seat. He was never n1ar­
ried. His younger brother, Henry A. Scudder, was born at the saine· 
place; graduated at Yale College in 184-2, studied law at Can1bridge, 

that half their number would find a watery grave befor1:i reaching America. Several be­
sides Mr. Clinton had considerable sums of gold, which was known to the Captain and 
excited his cupidity; he prolonged the voyage and kept his ship at sea, until his pro­
visions were exhausted, that the passengers might die of famine and disease, and then 
seize and appropriate their property; such is charged was his diabolical plan. The 
ship had not been long at sea until the passengers began to mistrust the evil designs of 
the Captain. He was tyrannical in the exercise of his authority; his officers and men were 
in constant fear of him; the ship was making slow progress; the passengers had been 
put on short allowance; some had died of disease, engendered by the small quan­
tity and bad quality of the provisions served out; starvation and death seemed 
inevitable, if no change could be effected; and the passengers, after consultation, 
resolved to assume command if a change could not be made. There were 
two on board having some knowledge of navigation, who were appointed to 
watch, night and day, the movements of f'aptain Rymer; and they discovered 
one night, though the wind was fair, that the ship was sailing in an opposite direc­
tion from her true course. They inquired of the helmsman, why he steerf\d so; and 
were told it was by the Captain's orders This fact was communicated to other passen­
gers; several had then died of starvation and many were so weak and emaciated by­
want of food and nourishment they could scarcely stand. They resolved to make an 
effort to compel the Captain to keep his ship on the tme course; one of the passe'lgers 
had a brac,e of pistols; these were loaded and put in the hands of .two men, and all who 
had sufficient strength followed to the quarter deck. They charged the Captain with 
treachery, &c. H~ said that the voyage had been prolonged by· head winds. and not by 
any fault of himself. He made fair promises, 011ly to break them; he obstinat-ely kept 
his vessel at sea, though his passengers were daily perishing for want of food. He had 
wit enough to r,erceivo that if he made for Philadelphia he would be arrested, and his­
only safety was to keep his ship at sea, avoid speaking any vessel, and persist in his: 
diabolical purpose. Capt. Lothrop, in his passage from Boston to Martha's Vinyard,. 
espied the vessel and boarded her, and took them into a place now called Orleans. 
Less than half those who embarked at Dublin, from 114 to 190, were then living. .\mong­
the passengers of this ill fated ship, were the father and mother of James Delap, and 
his sisters, Rose, Jean and Sarah. Tlwy were from Cavan, Ireland. Of the Delap fam­
ily, the father and sisters had been buried in the ocean; the mother was living when: 
Capt. Lothrop came on board-emaciated and very weak; when food was distributed 
she took a biscuit, ~nd in attempting to swallow, a piece lodged in her throat, and be­
fore relief could be afforded; expired. Her body was taken ashore and buried. James,. 
when taken from the boat, was so weak he could not stand, and crawled to the shore. 
Capt. R~·mor was arrested, sent to England in irons, tried and condemned, and was 
hung and quartered in Dublin. James Delap came to Barnstable, and Nov. 5, 1729,. 
chose John Bacon, Jr .. his guardhm, and was apprenticed to learn the blacksmith trade • 
. Juno 22, 17:{8, ho was married by Rev. Mr. Green to Mar~· daughter of Benjamin O'Kelley,. 
of Yarmouth. She was born April 8, 1720. and at the time of her marriage had bnen resid~ 
ing in the family of Dea. Isaac Hamblen, of Yarmouth. In the summers he sailed in the· 
Barnstable and Boston packet, at fin;t with Capt.. Solomon Otis, afterwards as Master-,. 
in winter he worked in the blacksmith shop. Ho removed to Granville, Nova Scotia, in 
177:'i, where he died of apoplexr in 1789. aged 74- years. H<:' had ton childr<'n, all of whom. 
except Thomas, married and had children. 

Their children, born in Barnstable: 
1. Rose, born February 25, ·17a9; married Ebenezer Scudder .. 
2. Abigail, burn November 6, 1741; married John Coleman. 
:t Catherine, born September :3, 174:{; married Amos Oti::1, grandfather of the author of 

the Amos Otis Papers, and had two children, Amos and Solomon. 
4. Thomas, born April 14. 1745. He was master of a ship fn tho King's service. and olll 

December 6, 1771, while on a voyage from Philadelphia to Halifax during a stor~ 
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was ad1nitted to the Suffolk bar in 18-14, and entered upon practice 
,of the profes-.:ion in Bo~ton, where his abilities were soon recognized. 
He was a n1en1ber of the 1\1assachusetts Legislature of 1861-2-B; was a 
n1ember of the National Convention, which non1inated Abraham Lin­
~oln for re-election, and supported hin1 with ardor. 

In 1869 he was appointed a Justice of the Superior Court of Massa­
-chusetts, in which position he acquired a high reputation, which bid 
fair to lead to early adYancenient in the .Judiciary. But ill health in 
1872 compelled his resignation, and a prolonged absence in Europe fol­
lowed. In 1882 the office of Judge of Probate and Insolvency was ten­
dered him and declined 1or the same reasons. 

. . 
He married Nancy B., daughter of Charles B. rrobey, of Nantucket. 
The children of Josiah Scudder were: 

1. Josiah, born December 3, 1800; died December 29. 1877; a n1erchant. 
2. Freeman, born 1\Iarch 16, 1805; died December H, 18!)2; a merchant. 
3. Hon. Zeno, born 1807; a lawyer. 
4. Persis, born August 14, 1810; 1narried Joseph W. Crocker; died 

April 24, 1844. 
5. Edwin, born Septernber 28, 181.j; died ~lay 2;\ 187i; a merchant. 
6. Hon. Henry ,A ... , born November 2:i, 1819; a lawyer. 

(68] BENJA~IIN HAMBLEN,4 (Eleaze1~,:3 ,Trt,me.~,?. ,Tames.t ) The 
late David Hamblen, of Boston, says, that Eleazer:! resided in 
Easthan1; that his son, Benjamin, was born there in 16H2, and 
was n1entioned in his father's will, which the ,vriter has never 
seen. David Han1blen supposed this man was his ancestor; 
and that it ·was him and not his uncle Benjamin,:1 who n1ar­
ried, -October 25, 1716, Anne, daughter of Samuel Mayo,zs of 

was cast ashore on Great Point, Nantucket, where himself and Mr. Amos Otis, and 
others perished after they landed. It is said none would have been lost, if they 
had remained on board the ship. 

~- Mary, born November 3, 1747. 
6. Sarah, born Apdl 11, 1750; married Capt. James Farnsworth. 
7. Jane or Jean, bo1·n August 13, 1752; married Jonas Farnsworth, a cousin of Capt. 

James, who married her sister Sarah. Their oldest daughter, Nancy, born at 
Machias, Maine. in 1773, was the mother of Amos Otis, the author. The vessel on 
which she took passage from Nova Scotia to Boston, was captured by a British 
war ship and taken to Halifax. She afterwards took passage in another ship 
which was captured, and she was finally landed at Newburyport. When captured 
several shots were fired and at the suggestion of the Captain she and her infant 
child laid down on the cabin floor, below the water line, a place of comparative 
safety. 

S. Hannah, born July 14, 1na: married Samuel Street, a Captain in the British Navy. 
9. Temperance, born in 1757. One of her sons was for many years a member of the 

Queen's Council. 
10. James, born March, 1759.-[0tis Papers.] 

28 Rev, John Mayo, the ancestor of that family in Cape Cod, was born in England, 
and graduated from an English university; he came over about 1638, and was in Barn­
stable in 1639, where he was ordained as teaching elder wit,h Mr. Lothrop; was made 
freeman 1640; in 1646 he removed to Eastham, ar.d subsequently took charge of the 
church in that town until 1655, when he was settled over the second. or North Church in 
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Eastluun. t:;he is supposed to be a great grand daughter of Governor 
Prince. 'rhe Boston News Letter of August 2.5, 1737, notices the death 
of a Benjan1in Han1blin, ·whon1 ,ve suppose to be this 1nan: "We hear 
that s01ne time in the Leginning of .July, Captain Atherton Hough, 
master of a whaling vessel being in the Streights, killed a large whale 
and brought her to the vessel's side as usual to cut her up; and as the 
hands ,vere hoisting the blubber into the hold, the runner of the block 
gave ,vay, and fell with great force, on the head of a n1an, who stood 
underneath-Benjamin Hamblin, of Eastha111-and instantly killed 
hhn.'' Otis does not seem to have known of this man, but mistakes his 
Uncle Benjamin for him, and also on1its the names of the children, 
Joshua, Isaac, Mary and Elizabeth. 

Childrc~n, supposed to have been l>0rn in Eastha1n: 

V>5. Cornelius, born 1719. 
156. Benjarr1in. 
1.57. Joshua. 
1,~8. Lydia; n1arried, August 30, 1741, John ,volcott, of Hinghan1. 
1,59. . Isaac, born 1728. 
160. Mary; n1arried, 1742, Joseph Richards, of Pembroke. 
161. Eleazer, born 1782. 
162. Elizabeth; nunried, 1750, Willia1n Holmes, of Pembroke. 

[71] ELISHA H ... .\.MBLEN,4 ( Hroth.er of Benjar,u~n,) born January 
2H, lf>97-8, probably in Eastham. Married, January 25, 1721, 
Elizabeth Mayo,!?9 of Eastham. 

() hildren: 

163. Elijah, born lYiarch 22, 1722-3. 
164. Elisha. 

Probably others . ., 

[7,5] EBENEZER JENKINS,4 (E~xperience,:1 Jrnnes,2 tTornes,1 ) born 
in Barnstable December 5, 1697. Married first, November 9, 
1721, Judith Wliite; she died .April 25, 1729, leaving an only 
child, Thorr1as. Married second, July 2r,, 17S2, Elizabeth 'rup­
per, who survived hhu. He resided at West Barnstable in a 
paTt of his father's house, on the estate owned about 1861 by 
Chip1nan ,v. Whelden. He died in .June 17,:'j0; will dated June 

Boston; . in 167:1, in consequence of age and infirmities he went to Barnstable, and at 
that place, Eastham and Yarmouth passed the remainder of his life with his children, 
dying at the home of his daughter, Elizabeth, who married Joseph Howes, in Yar­
mouth, May, 1676. His wife was named Tamosin, and died in Yarmouth, 1682. His 
children were born in England: Hannah, married 1640, Nathaniel Bacon ; Samuel, John. 
Nathaniel and Elizabeth. Tho son of Nathaniel married Hannah, daughter of Gov. 
Thomas Prince, and had Thomas, born December 7. 1651; Nathaniel, November 16, 1652; 
Samuel, October 12, 165~; Hannah, OctobP.r 17, 1657; Theophilus, December 17, 1659; 
Bathsheba, 1662.-[0tis Papers.] 

29 See Note 28. 
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lH, lif>O; proved .July f>, following. His estate was appraised at £357.19.4, 
in lawful 1noney. 

Children, Lorn in Barnstable: 

165. 'rl101nas, born l\·Iareh 8, l 7:2i}-H; niarried, A.pril 23, 1752, rrhankful 
\Ving, of Harwich. 

Hm. Nathan, born October 21, 1734. 
1H7. Ebenezer, born July 6, 1736. 
168. Martha, born November 4, 1737. 
169. Elizabeth, born May 9, 1740. 

[76] HAMUEL JENKINS,.J. (B1·other of Eb€nezer,) born in Barnsta­
ble January 7, 1699-1700; 1narried, Noven1ber 9, 1721, Mary, 
daughter of Ensign John and Mary (Goodspeed) Hinckley,ao 
of Barnstable; no record of the date of her birth. He first re­
sided at Skonkonet, Barnstable, on the estate given him by his. 
father, owned about 1861 by Lemuel Lumbard; he afterwards 
purchasect the farm frmn Ichabod Hinckley, his wife's half. 
brother, owned about 1861 by Dea. Braley Jenkins. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
170. Experience, born Dece1nber 4, 1722. 
171. l\Iary, born Septeinber 7, 1725; died .June 7, 1727. 
172. Sainuel, born October 20, l 7i7. 
173. Nathaniel, born Dece111 ber 6, 1728. 
174. Silneon, born September 8, 1733. 
l 7i). Lot, born March 13, 1737-8. 

[77] .JOSIAH JENKINS,4 (B1·othe1·. of Ebenezer.) born in Barnsta­
ble April 16, 170:L :Married Mary Ellis, of Middleboro, and re­
Rided at West Barnstable. His will is dated Decernber 2H, 1749,. 
and proved the following February. 

30 Samuel Hinckley was the ancestor of this family. In March, 1635, he with1 
others from Tenterden, Kent, England, making a company of 102, sailed in the Hercules,. 
from Sandwich for New England; he brought with him his wife, Sarah, and four chil-• 
dren. Roon after his arrival in Boston he went to Scituate, and built a house, which, 
Mr. Lothrop calls No. 19; three of his fellow passengers ah;o built houses there in 1635,. 
viz: William Hatch No. 17; John Lewis No. 18; and Nathaniel Tilden No. 20. · The street 
on which they built was called Kent Street. In 16!0 he sold in Scituate and removed 
to Barm;tablc. His first wifo died August 18, 1656, and he married second, December 15~ 
16;')7, Bridget, widow of Robert Bodfish, of Sandwich. He <lied October 31, 1662. He was 
probably a member of Mr. Lothrop's church, but from the fact that he was twice indict­
ed for" entertaining strangers" (Quakers). It would appear that he belonged to the· 
liberal and not to the intolerant party of the church. His children, by first wife, were:. 
Thomas; Susannah, married ,John Smith; Sarah, married Elder Henry Cobb; Mary; 
Elizabeth, married Elisha Parker; Samuel; died young; throe infants, died young. 
His youngest child, Ensign John Hinckley, born in Barnstable May 24, 1644, resided at 
\Vest Barnstable, was a prominent man in business affairs; married first, July, 1668, 
Bethia Lothrop. who died July 10, 1697, and he married second, November 24, 1697, Mary 
Goodspeed. Children by first wife: Sarah, Samuel, Bethia, Hannah, Jonathan, Icha­
bod1 Gershom. By second wife: Mary, who married Samuel Jenkins; Abigail and Mer­
cy. He died December 7, 1709.-[Otis Papers.] 
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The principal part of his estate he gave to his brothers, Ebenezer 
and San1uel, and 1 egacies to his sisters, Thankful 'raylor, l\'lercy 
White, Hope White, Sarah Nye, and his cousin, Nathan .Jenkins. He 
had a splendid wardrobe, and appears to have been a fashionable n1an. 

No children. 

[81] RUTI-I HAMBLEN,4 (,Tarnes,'l ,Trnn.e:;;,2 ,Ja1nts,1 ) born in Barn­
stable .January 25, 1H92-3. Married, N·overnber 26, 1723, San1-
uel, son of Samuel and Sarah (Parker) Crocker;:J1 born in 
Barnstable, Decernber Ii, 1697. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
176. Noah, born Septe1nber 12, 1724. 
177. Sarah, born January 5, 1726. 
178. Hannah, born l\'Iay 16, 1729; n1arried, January 29, 1758, Abel 

179. 
180. 
181. 

Cushing, of Hingham. 
Anna, born May 8, 1731; 1narried, Dec. lfi, 1747, .Jabez Bursley. 
Joanna, born June -1, 1735; died August 7, 1735. 
Joanna. 

[82] JA~IES HAMBLEN,4 (Brother o.f Ruth,) born in Barnstable 
July 17, 16!:m; and married Mary C--. 

His children were: 
182. Silas, born April 15, 1722. 
183. Caleb, born February 8, 1723-4. 
184. Deborah, January 19, 1726-7. Not married. 
185. Benjamin, born January 1, 173u; died, Lee, l\'Iassachusetts, 1798. 
18H. David, born January 11, 17,32; died at sea, 1750. 
187. Hannah, born August 31, 1735. Not rnarried. 
188. Job, born 1736. 
189. Mary; married .Toseph Hatch, of Falmouth. 

81 John and William Crocker, brothers, were among the early settlers of Barn­
s table. William came with Mr. Lotl1rop October 31, 16:19, and John the following 
spring. The lat.ter left no famfly, except his widow. Dea. William Crocker joined Mr. 
Lothrop's church in Scituato December 25, 1636; was one of the leading men; married 
-first, Alice, who was the mother of his children, and living in 1688; married second, Pa­
tience, widow of Robert l'arker, and daughter of Elder Henry Cobb. He died in the 
fall of 1692, aged about eighty years, will dated September 6, 1692, proved October 19, 
1692. He descended from an old English family; an old distich records that, "Cros­
ker, Crews and Copplestone, when the Conqueror came, were at home." The family 
seat was in Devon. It is claimed that John and William Crocker came over in 16:34, and 
stopped a short time in Roxbury, before going to Scituate. Children of ,villiam: John, 
Elizabeth, Samuel, Job, Joshua, Eleazer and Joseph. Dea. Job Crocker, 2 son of Wil­
liam, born March 9, 1644-5; married first, November, 1668, Mary, daughter of Rev. Thomas 
,valley; born in London, August 18, 1644, and di::>d 1676; he married second, July 19, 1680. 
Hannah, daughter of Richard Taylor, of Yarmouth; he died March. 1718-9; his children: 
Samuel, Thomas, Mary, John, Hannah, Elizabeth, Sarah, Job, David. Thankful. Sam­
uel Crocker, 3 son of Dea. Job, 51 born May 15, 1671. Married, December 10, 1696, Sarah, 
daughter of Robert Parker. She died 1718; he married second, April 12, 1719, Judith 

-Leavit; by his first wife, he had thirteen children, the first of whom, Samuel, married 
Ruth Hamblen, as stated.-[Otis Papers.] 
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[88] SOLOMON HAMBLEN4 (,Jonathan,3 .James,'!. .Ja1nes,1) born in 
Barnstable, Massachusetts, December 5, 1705; married, October, 
1735, Rebecca Taylor, of Yarmou~h. 

Child: 
190. Hannah, born .July 31, 1737. 

(90] PRISCILLA HAMBLEN,-t (Sister of Solomon,) born in Barn­
stable July 13, 170H; married June 5, 1740, Captain Simeon, son 
of .Jo~eph and Mary (Claghorn) Davis,32 born in Barnstable, 
January 19, 1683, his second wife. He was a pron1inent man, 
a rnilitia officer. She died April, 1751. 

Children: 
191. ~fary, born February 28, 1741-2. 
192. Content, born March 23, 1743-4. 
198. Priscilla, born February 17, 1745-H. 
194. .Joseph, baptized July 17, 1748. 

[91] ZACCHEUS HAMBL~~N,4 (Brother of Solomon,) born in 
Barnstable, .June 17, 1711; married, July 29, 1736, Mary Lom­
bard.38 He ,vas lost at sea. 

Children: 
195. Tin1othy. 
196. Jabez. 
197. Solomon. 
198. Josiah. 
199. Priscilla. 
200. Esther. - Married.Jacob Howes. 
201. Joanna. 
202. Martha. Married Hallett. 
203. Sarah. 

.. 
(92] JAllEZ HAMBLEN,-t (Brother of Solomon~) born in Barnsto.-

ble, baptized July 13, 1718; resided in Barnstable. 
Children, probably born in Barnstable. 

204. Timothy, born 1738. 
205. J an1es, born Ii 41. 

Perhaps others. 

(93] .JON.A .. THAN HAl\iIBLEN,-t (Brother of Solomon,) born in 
Barnstable, Massachusetts; baptized July lH, 1718; 1narried, 
Decen1ber 12, 1744, rrhankful Bun1pasJJ4 

82 Son of John Davis,2 Dolar.1 See Note 5. 

83 Thomas and Bernard Lombard came from Tenterdon, Kent, England, to Dor­
chester, 1630. thence to Scituate, and were in Barnstable 1639. The name is spelled var­
iously: Lombard, Lumbard, Lambard, Lambert, Lumbert and Lumber.-[Otis Papers.l 

84 Edward Bompasse came over in the Fortune, arrived at Plymouth November 
20, 1621. The name is probably of French origin, similar to the English name Good-



106 rrHE HAl\ILTN FA.l\IILY. 

Children, probably borp in Barnstable: 
206. rrhankful, born April 18, 1747; niarried, February .:!H, 1781, Janies 

vVest, of Barnstable. 
207. .Jonathan, born l\Iarch 22, 17 4H. 
208. Tabitha, born January 14, 1751. 
209. Content, born lVIay 6, 17,"">H; died February 2:2, 177G. 

[H4] SARAH HAMBLEN,4 (S{.ster oj' Solomon,) born in Barnstabie, 
and baptized .July 13, 1718. It is supposed she married, April 8t 
1736, David Sn1ith, but there were two na1ned Sarah Han1blen 
married in Barnstable in l 7XH. (See Sarah,-! .Joseph,=~ Eleazer,2 
James.1) 

[95] CAPrr .. A .. IN JOSIAH HAl\fBLIN,4 (B'rother oj' Solomon.) born 
in Barnstable, October I\ 1720. 1.Vlarried N0Yen1ber 27, 174B, 
Deborah Parker, born 1720. rrhis notice of hin1 appears in 
Freeman's History of Cape Cod: "It was voted that a comn1it­
tee for every town be appointed to desire the 1nilitary officers, 
that they will no longer hold c01nn1issions under the present 
Captain General, who is appointed to reduce us to obedience,. 
&c. * * * An1ong those who resigned early were * * * 
Captain Josiah Hamblen." 

Both died in Barnstable; he l\Iarch 1, 178n, she N oven1ber 10, 1786. 

COPY OF WILL OF JOSIAH HAMBLIN. 

In the nau1e of God, A1nen,. the twt>nty sixth day of September one 
thousand seven hundred & eighty seven. I, Josiah Han1hlen of Barn­
stable in the county of Barnstable being advanced in years but of 
sound & disposing n1ind & rnen1ory, calling to n1ind the 1nortality of 
my body and knowing it is appointed for all men once to die, do n1ake 
& ordain this n1y last Will & Testament. first of all I give & recom­
mend my soul into the hands of God that gave it, and 111y body I com­
n1it to the earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my executors 
hereafter nained, and as to my worldly estate I give, devise and dis­
pose of the sarrte as follow_eth. 

Imprimis. I give, devise & bequeath to n1y son Isaac Hamblen and 
to his heirs & assigns forever n1y dwelling house in ·which my said son 
now dwells. I also give to n1y said son Isaac the whole of n1y arn1our 
,vith the appurtenances and rny silver watch. 

Iten1. I give, devise and bequeath to my son David Han1blen and 
to his heirs and assigns forever, 1ny dwelling house in which I now 
dwell. I also give to n1y said son David one bed & furniture and 1ny desk. 

Itern. I give to 1ny daughter Ruth Bearse, one quarter part of n1y 
indoor household furniture not before given away. 

Ite111. I give to n1y daughter Deborah l\Ierchant one other quarter part 
of indoor household furniture in like rnanner as to 1ny daughter Ruth. 

speed. The Barnstable family are supposed to descend from Thomas, youngest son of 
the Pilgrim, who is supposed to be the father of Thankful, who married Jonathan 
Hamblen.-[Otis Papers.] 
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Iten1. I give to 111y daughter 1\Ierey Han1blen the re1naining half of 
n1y indoor household furniture and a privilege to live in n1y no,v dwel­
ling house so long as she shall live single & unn1arried tUHi firewood 
sufficient for her own use during her single state. I also give to n1y 
said daughter Mercy one co,v. 

Itern. I give, devise and bequeath to 1ny two sons Isaac Han1blen 
& David Hamblen and to their heirs and assigns forever all the re-
1nainder of 1ny estate both real & personal of every sort and kind not 
before given away to be equally divided between them, they paying all 
1ny just debts funeral charge and the charge of settling my estate. 

Lastly, I do hereby appoint my two sons .Isaac Hamblen and David 
Han1blin my executors to this my last will & testament and I do hereby 
revoke and disanul all other wills be me heretofore n1ade ratifying & 
-confirnling this & this only to be n1y last will & testa1nent. 

In ,vitness whereof I have hereunto set n1y hand & seal the day & 
year first above written. 

Signed sealed published and 
declared by the said Josiah 
Hamblin to be his last Will 
& rrestament in presence of 
us ,vitnesses. 

JOSEPH COBB. 
JABEZ HINCKLEY. 
ISAAC LOTHROP. 

.JOSIAH HAMBLIN 

Children, probably born in Barnstable: 
210. Isaac, bqrn October 4, 1750. 
211. David. 
~12. Ruth. Ma.rried Levi Bearce. 
213. Deborah. Married H. Nish Merchant. 
214. 1\1ercy, born 1754, died August 4, 1789. 

(Seal) 

[96] EBENEZER HAMBLIN,4 (Ebenezer,3 .frnnes,2 ,farnes,1) born 
in Barnstable, March 18, lG98-B. 

We have but little account of his wife and children. One Ebenezer 
,vhose wife waH nan1ed Prudence had children, John and Israel, bap­
tized in Barnstable, Septern ber 3, 1 i21. His father and son1e of his 
broth,-rs we have seen ren1oved to Sharon, Connecticut, about 1740, 
and son1e of the children of his brothers rrhonrns and fsaac, are known 
to have settled in Berkshire county, 1\iassachusetts. Th~ earliest re­
cord of the fmnil;y in Alford is in the SJuunenon purchase in 1756, 
·when certain Stockbridge IndianK conYeyed their lands to certain per­
sons, mnong whon1 were Ebenezer and .T ohn Hanilin,as who we sup­
pose were Ebenezer,4 above, and perhaps his :-;on .John. Ebenezer 

35 COPY OF DEED-Know all men by these presents that we John Poph-ne-hon­
muknook, Peter Poph-fun-nan-peet, Johoiakim Yoakin, Gaac We-naum-peet, (Indians): 
all of Stockbridge in consideration of £20 to us in hand paid have given grant­
ed and conveyed and do hereby give grant and convey to the persons hereafter men­
tioned a certain tract of land lying and situated in the County of Hampshire; bounded 
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Hamlin resided at Alford ,Tillage ·where the site of his house is still 
' known, in the fork of the road, a little south of the "Gnion ~Ieeting-

house. A road beginning at his house leading to ,vest Stockbridge 
Center, ,vas laid out in 1763. A rnore recent house erected by the Ham­
lins over a century ago on the sanie site was taken down Septernber, 
1893, by Frank Kline, who purchased it of its owner, John H. Tuttle, 
and set up the frame for a dwelling two lots ;5outh of its old location. 

April 20, 1762, Ebenezer Han11in sold to Phineas Nash sixty-two 
acres of the Sha1nenon purchase; and on the san1e day sold to Jacob 
Newcomb for 80 pounds, one half of lot 23, beginning at the west end 
of the lot and extending eastward to the 1niddle of Long Pond. 

Septen1ber 18, 1762, John Hamlin sold to Obidiah Scott sixty-three 
acres north of the Green River and west of Sheffield. 

November 5, 1763, Ebenezer Hamlin sold to John two and one-half 
acres of land at the west end of lot 23. 

June 27, 1763, Ebenezer Hamlin, Jr., sold to Noah and Anthony 
Haskins 150 acres of land in the Sha1nenon purchase northeast of 
.John Hamlin's land, and on April 25, 17H5, Ebenezer Hamlin, Jr., of 
Farmington, Connecticut, sold to Philip Case, the westerly part of lot 
23, beginning at the middle of Long Pond to the west end of the lot; 
also a house and barn on said lot. The nume of Ebenezer Hamlin, Sr., 
and Ebenezer Han1lin, Jr., appear frequently in the Alford records. 
Ebenezer,4 was son of Dea. Ebenezer, and could have been called 
.Junior; but we inclined to the theory that he had a son Ebenezer,:'> who 
re1noved to Farn1ington, Connecticut. 

Children: 
21:''>. John, baptized Septernber ~, 1721, Barnstable. 
210. Israel, baptized September .S, 1721, Barnstable. 
217. Ebenezer. 

Probably others. 

as follows: East on Sheffield, South on Indian land, where John Van Guilder and An­
drew Kamer· now live; ·West on land lateh· to Robert Noble and others called Noble­
towu, and to extend north as far as the northwest corner of said Nobletown; to run 
-east over to the Stockbridge west line. And we John, Peter and the rest do by this 
instrmn~mt hereby-sell and convey said land to Ebenezer Baldwin, Aaron Loomis, Josiah 
Phelps, Jr., Benjamin Tremain, Samuel Colver, Samuel Welch, David Winchell, Samuel 
Younglove, Mary Shaw, William Webb, Noah Blandin, Timothy Hopkins, Jonathan 
Welch, Robert Jaynes, Samuel Winchell, Jonathan Willard, William Jaynes, Gideon 
Chubb, Ebenezer Smith, Aaron Sheldon, Philip Smith, Israel Taylor, Andrew Van Guil­
der, Joseph Van Guilder, Jacob Van Guilder, Hezekiah Winchell, Timothy Woodbridge, 
Stephen Kelsey, Ebenezer Hamlin, John Hamlin, Ebenezer Warner, Eliatha Rew, Elna­
than Bronson, Robert Watson, Anthony Haskins, Micha Haskins, Abel Kelsey, Stephen 
Kelsey, Jr., Jonah Fortin, Simon Cook.-Given under our hands and seal at Stockbridge 
this Twenty Ninth day of October in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Fifty Six. 

Received and recorded in the Proprietors Records of the Shamenon purchase. 
NOTE-This land was partially in the present towns of Egremont and Alford. The 

land of the last mentioned thirteen persons is now in Alford. At a meeting of the Pro­
prietors September 13, 1757. John Hamlin, Elnathan Bronson and Daniel Kelsey were 
appointed a committee to prosecute any person found trespassing on said land. John 
Hamlin and Elnathan Bronson were appointed a committee to pay the Indians and take 
security for the proprietors. 
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(97] ~IARCY HA1\1LIN,4 (Brother of Ebenezer,) born in Barnstable, 
1\fassachusetts, Septe1n ber 10, 1700; baptized September 7, 1701. 
l\1arried, April 18, 1728, Experience .Johnson, of Rochester, 
Massachusetts. 

Children: 
218. William, born August 26, 1729. 
219. Tho1nas, born N oven1her 13, 173:3. 

Probably others. 

[g8] HOPES'rILL HAl\fLIN,4 (Si'ster of' Ebenezer,) born in Barn­
stable, Massachusetts, July 23, 1702; baptized July 30, 1702. 
l\Iarried first, November 27, 1729, Jonathan Hunter, at Rochester, 
Massachusetfa,; second, John Pardee, of Sharon, Connecticut. 

[99] CORNELIUS HA1\1LIN,4 (R1 other of Ebenezer,) born in Barn­
Htable, )1assachusetts, .June 13, 170:i. Married, 17:10, at Col­
chester, Uonnecticut, Ma.ry Mudge. He afterwards resided in 
Sharon, Connecticut. 

Children: 
220. Cornelius, born 1731, Colchester. 
221. Cornelius, born Septen1ber 2\ 1733, Sharon. 
222. l\'Iar~·, born February 25, 1735; m., March 13, 1755; Richard 'freat. 
223. Ruth, born Decen1ber 2, 173H; m., March IR, 17,55, Timothy Treat. 
224. Abigail, born October 8, 1738. 

[100] THOl\tAS HAMLIN,4 (Brother of Ebenezer,) born in Barn­
stable May 6, 1710. Married first, December 10, 1734, Ruth 
Gibbs, of Agawan1; second, May 21, 1755, Mary Crowell, of 
_._.\l bany, New York. 

'rhe date of his removal from Barnstable, and the places of his resid­
ence are not well known. T1he fact that he rnarried a wife of _A_ga­
wain, and another of Albany, shows that he did not ren1ain always in 
the same place. It is known that his father sold his farn1 at Hamblin's 
Plai~s to Col. Gorhan1, and that he afterwards n1arried a second wife 
in Rochester, Ma8~achusetts, in 172D, that his brother Isaac was in 
Wareha1n in 1fi40, in Sharon, Connecticut in 17-1~ and that his father 
died in Sharon in 17,"i,5. John, son of rrhomaH, died in Sharon, in 1750. 
It is supposed that Dea. Ebene,,;er Ha111blen,a and his sonH rrhomas i:tnd 
Isaac were in 8haron about 17 10, perhaps earlier, where they all resid­
ed, and it is believed, died there. rrhe places of birth of his children 
is not positively known, but it is probable that he left Barnstable be­
fore his 111arriage, and resided in son1e other place, where his elder chil­
dren were born, prior to settling in Sharon. rrhe dates of deaths of 
hin1self and wive:-; have not been ascertained. One record indicates 
that his daughter, Zilpha, 1nay have n1arried n 1\iir. Swift, but it is not 
positive. Mrs. Hazen, living- in 1894, says, that her grandfather, Jabez 
Hamlin,:1 had a Hister who married Dr. Hulburt, of Alford, 1\ilass~chu-
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setts. It is kno,vn that Dr. John HullJurt was the first physician in 
Alford, and that his ,vife was na1ned Marcia Ha1nlin. Fron1 these 
facts we suppose that the fifth child of Thomas Hamlin was named 
Marcia, not Mary. 'rhe fact that his youngest daughter ,vas nanied 
Polly-equivalent of lVlary, corroborates this theory. 

One record gives the nan1e of his tenth child as Jan1es, not Jonah. 
Children, by first wife: 

225. Jabez, born July 17, 173,5. 
220. Arnasa, born July 21, 1737. 
227. Nathaniel, born.January 7, 1nm. 
228. Zilpha, born July 22, 1741; died February 20, 1750. 
229. Marcia or Mary, born .July 17, 1743. 
230. Ruth, born July 3, 1745. 
231. 'rhomas, born July :!4, 1747, Sharon. 
232 . .John, born June2ti, 17-H); died February 13, 17.50, Sharon, Conn. 
233, Asa, born .January 14, 1754. 

Children, by second wife: 
234. .Jonah,36 born October 12, 1757. Called Juines in one record. 
235. Lewis, born July 31, 17."i!). 
23'3. Polly. 

[101] ISAAC HAlVILTN,4 (Brother of Ebeneze1·,) born in Barnstable, 
July 1, 1714. l\Iarried Mary Gibbs, born in Plyrnouth, .Janu­
ary 12, 1718, published to be married, September 24, 1737. 

It is not known when he reruoved from Barnstable, but his eldest 
child was born in Warelutn1, Massachusetts, and the others in Sharon 
Connecticut; and he died in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1805, ,vhich 
gives s01ne knowledge of his several places of residence. 

Children: 
287. Seth, born Septernber H, 17-10. 
238. Isaac, born January IO, 1742. 
23!J. Perez, born FelJruary 3, 1748. 
240. John, born lVIarch 21, 17-"50. 
241. Jehial, October~, 17,"51. 
24~. Jesse, born Deceruber 17, 17.33. 
243. Cyreueus, born August 5, 1755. 
~44. 1\ilercy, born Septen11Jer 8, 1757; 111. Raphael Porter, Paris, N. Y. 
24.5. Asn, born Septen1ber 2H, 175!1. 

36 There were many cases of discipline at Sharon, and the church was convened 
to settle many curious questions. For example, on February 16, 1781, the "chh was 
legally convened to vote whether ye four shillings which Jonah Hamlen, ,vho paid four 
shillings in order to procure an evidence in a case depending in ye chh, was in our 
opinion fully compensated by ye use of an horse which he had of John Everett. Voted 
in the affirmative." But this d.ccision gave trouble. Mary Hamlen (her relationship to 
Jonah does not appear)! being called to account for non-attendance on ordinances, gave 
as a reason her dissatisfaction with this matter of the four shillings; and the church 
does not seem to have had sufficient confidence in its own award to prosecute her fur­
ther. People seem to have stayed away from church a century ago for quite as trivial 
reasons as avail to-day,-conscience, again, no doubt. 
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{102] LE,YIS HA~ILEN,-1 (Brother of J•)benezer,) born in Barnsta­
ble, January 31, 1718-19; rnarried April 1:Z, 1739, Experi­
ence (170), daughter of San1uel and ::!Ylary (Hinckley) Jenkins, 
born in Barnstable Dece1nber 4, 1722. 

From the dates and places of births of their children we have a good 
idea of their seYeral places of residence. Aroused in the night by the 
_great earthquake of November, 1755, he arose and went about in his 
night clothes, and contracted a :-;evere cold, and died frmn quick con-

• sumption at Barnstable, Decen1ber, 17;"55. About 1763 his widow . and 
younger children transferred their residence to Wellfleet, where her 
sons, Nathaniel, Lewis and Perez, were for :-1on1e years boat builders. 
She died in \Vellfleet, N overnber 24, 1794. 

Children: 
246. Sarah, born .January P., 1740, Barnstable; probably died ~young. 
247. Nathaniel, born N oven1ber 20, 1741, Lebanon, Connecticut. 
248. Lewis, born Decen1ber 19, 1743, Lebanon, Connecticut. 
24!:l. Sarah, born Decen1ber 17, 17 t5, Barnstable. 
250. 1\Iary, born December 16, 17 4 7, Barnstable; probably died young. 
251. Philen1on, born April 2, 17.51, Barnstable; probably died young. 
252. Mere~· 1 born 1\'1arch 25, 1753, Barnstable; probably died young. 
253. Perez, born Septernber 2ts, 1755, Barnstable. 

[103] SYLV. ANUS HAl\'IBLEN,4 (Jflkruu11t,:J ,lames,2 James,1) born 
in Barnstable, July :.m, 1712; n1arried April 24, 1741, Dorcas 
Fish, of Fahnouth. 

Children: 

256. 
257. 
258. 

[104] 

8ylvanus, baptized October 11,.17-11. 
Sin1eon, baptized ,June 17, 17 -14. 
Patience, baptized October :!-5, 174.5. 
Barnabas, baptized April 26, 1747. 
Rachael, baptized June 2, 1751. 

REUBEN HAMBLEN,-1 (B1·other of Sylvanus,) born in Barn­
:-1table l\Iarch 13, 1714; 1narried May 20, 1739, his cousin Hope 
Hnn1blen (_131 ). Both died in Barnstable; he 1754, she 1762. 
The following inscription is upon the gravestone of their eld­
est child: "Elknhah I-Ia1nblen, son of 1\Ir. Reuben Hmnblen, 
died April ye lHth l 7ii0 in ye tenth year of his age." 

COPY OF vVILL OF ItEUBEN l-IAiIBLEN. 

In the N m11e of Uod, A111en. I Reuben Harnblen, of Barnstable in 
the County of llnrm;table, Y ec)umu, being weak of body and apprehen­
sion of death npproachiug I think it good to sett rny house in order. I 
do this :2:.!d da~· of April n1ake and ordain this 111y last will and testa-
1nent and first I give and b(•(1ueath rny soul to God that gave it hoping 
to find n1ercJ· with Uod through .Jesus Christ and as to the worldly 
good things thnt God hath graciou::;ly bestowed upon me 1ny will is 
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that they shall be disposed off in the following n1anner. First n1y ,vill 
is that all my just debts and rny funeral charges be paid by 1ny Execu­
tors hereafter nan1ed out of rny personal estate. 

Item. I give and bequeath to 1ny loving wife Hope all n1~1 real and 
personal estate excepting was in possession and irr1provement of my 
father to be improved by n1y wife during the tjme she shall ren1ain my 
widow and if she n1arry then to have only two thirds of the household 
stuff and utensils withjn doers and but one third of the silver 
spoons. 

Itern. I give to n1y son Benjarnin all my estate real and personal 
that is in my father's possession or improvement of every kind whatso­
ever he paying the Legacies that will become due and payable within 
about a year after n1y father's death. And also to pay to my daughter 
Abigail eight pounds in Ia,vful rnoney within three years after he shall 
come into the possession of the estate given to hhn which is in my 
father's possession and also to pay to my daughter Hannah eight 
pounds Ia,vful money within seven years after he shall con1e into pos­
session of said estate he to hold the estate as above to him bis heirs and 
assigns forever. 

Item. I give to my two sons Sa1nuel and Thomas all 1ny real estate 
·which is given to my wife to improve until n1arriage or death, they to 
possess it after her and to hold it to thern their heirs and assigns for­
ever, and also I give them the said San1uel and Thornas all the per­
sonal estate that my wife shall leave when Hhe shall quit the real estate, 
That is to say the out doers personal estate. 

Item. I give and bequeath to n1y daughter Abigail eight pounds 
lawful 1noney to be paid to her by my son Benjamin as is expressed 
above. 

Itein. I give and bequeath to my daughter Hannah eight pounds 
lawful 1noney to be paid her by 1ny son Benjamin aH is expressed 
above. 

Item. I give to my two daughters Abigail and Hannah four silver 
spoons and also one t bird of the indoor household stuff in case 111y wife 
shall marry and leave it. 

Item. I appoint constitute and ordain 1ny beloved wife Hope and 
rny true and faithful friend Thonuts Crocker n1y Executors to this n1y 
last will and testainent revoking all other wills and continuing this. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set to 1ny hand and seal this 
twenty Kl'Cond day of .. A .. pril Annoque Dornini 1754. 

Higned sealed pronounced and declared by the said Reuben Ham­
bh.•n to be n1y laHt will and testament. 

REUBEN HAl\lIBLIN. L. S. 
In presence of 

BENJAMIN HAMBLEN 
1\IEHErrABLE HAMBLEN 
DAVID PARKER 
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WILL OF HOPE, \VIDO\Y OF REUBEN HA1\1BLEN. 

In the Nanie of God, Arnen.· I Hope Han1blen, of Barnstable in 
the County of Barnstable, widow, being sensible of rny own rnortality 
being by goodn.ess of sound and disposing mind and rnemory do this 
10th day of June A U 1762 n1ake and ordain this my last will and testa­
n1ent and first of all I cmnmit n1y soul to God in Jesus Christ my body 
I comnlit to the earth to be buried in decent Christian burial at the 
discretion of rny executor hereafter named and as touching such world­
ly estate with which it hath pleased God to bless n1e in this life I dis­
pose of the ~mrne in the following way and n1anner that is to say firstly 
my will is that all rny just debts and funeral charges be paid out of my 
out doors n1oveaLles by rny Executor hereafter na1ned. 

Item. I give and bequeath to 1ny son Benjan1in Hamblen the great. 
coat that was my late husband's. 

Iten1. I give n1y two otl1er sons Elemuel Hamblen and Thomas 
Han1blen all 111y out doors n10veables after the debts and funeral 
charges are paid as above ordered, and also a gun and a coat to be 
equally divided between then1. 

Item. I give to 1ny daughter A.bigail Hamblen all my flax wool 
and yarn. 

Iten1. I give to 1ny said daughter .A.bigail Harnblen and rny daugh­
ter Hannah Han1blen all the rest of n1y estate of what kind soever, to 
be equally divided between then1 and 

Lastly my will is and I do by these presents constitute n1ake and 
ordain l\'Ir. B~njamin Crocker of Barn st able aforesd Executor of this 
my Lust will and testan1ent, and I do hereby ,vholly revoke and utter­
ly disallow all other and forn1er wills and testan1ent and executors by 
n1.e narned, ratifying and confirming this and no other to be 1ny last 
will and testa1nent. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set n1y hand and seal the day 
and year above 1nentioned. Signed sealed pronounced published and 
declared b;y the said Hope Harnblen to be her last will and testament 
in presence of 

.JOHN HAMBLEN 
1\fEI-IITABLE HA1\'1RLEN 
NYMPHAS 1\IARS1,0N 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

rIOPE HAMBLEN. L. S. 

25H. Elkanah, born June 1, 1740; died .A.pril 19, 17GO. 
:WO. Benjan1in, born 1\fay 7, 1742; un1narrried; we11t to England. 
2Hl. Abigail, 1Jor11 February 23, 17-!3; rn., Decen1ber 11, 176,5, Len1uel 

Ho,v land, of Hand wich. 
26~. Len1uel, born April 4, 17-!0. 
263. Thmnas, born Hepte1nber 2H, 17-1-8. 
264. Hannah, born August 4, 17G3. 
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(106] .JOHN I-IAMBLEN,-t (B1·other of Sylvanus,) born in Barnsta­
ble, No\·ernber 2, 1717; married, January 23, 1740, Jerusha 
Hamblen,-! (142). He is n1entioned in the will of his uncle 
John Hainblen,:1 (44), dated April 10, 1734. 

Children: 
265. John, born June 16, 1743. 
266. Lydia, born October 21, I74G. 
267. rrabitha, baptized Dece1uber lt5, 1750. 
268. Reuben, baptized October, 1756. 

[113] JABEZ LEWES,4 (E.qJerience,a ,Tohn,2 Ja1nes,l) born in Barn­
stable about 1H98; rnarried, February 27, 1723-4, Sarah Lincoln, 
of Harwich; he joined the church in Harwich, January 23, 
1727; died April u, 1732. 

Children, born in Harwich: 
269. rrhomas, born December 22, 172!. 
270. Sarah, born l\Iarch 4, 1727-8. 
271. Jabez, baptized June 28, 1730. 

(115] ELN Arr HAN LE,VES,-t (Brother of ~Jabez,) born in Yar­
mouth, Aug·ust 27, 1702; 1narried October 16, 1785, Priscilla, 
daughter of Benjarnin and Sarah (Cobb) Bearse,37 born in 
Barnstable June 5, 1713; he resided at "\iVest Yarmouth; died 
June lH, 1782. 

Children: 
272. Benjarnin, born Septeinber H), 1737. 
273. lVIary, born .July :30, 1730. 
274. Thankful, born April lG, 1741. 
275. Priscilla, born April 16, 1742. 
276. David, born .July 16, 1744. 
277. Elnatban, born June 3, 1746. 
278. Antipas, born December 25, 1751. 
279. Naomi, born February ~7, 1754. 
280. John, born July 23, 175H. 

[116] ANrrIPAS LEWES,4 (Brother o.f tTabez,) born in Yar1nouth 
February 3, 1704-5; ruarried, October 15, 1730, Martha, daugh­
ter of Benja1nin and Saruh (Cobb) Bearse,aa born in Burnsta­
ble Nove1111Jer 9, 1702. He resided at West Yarinouth; will 
dated April 17, 1740; proved June 11, 1746. 

37 Benjamin Bearse, 3 Josoph, 2 Austin,1 born in Barnstable, Juno 21, 1682; mar­
ried first, February!, 1701-2, Sarah, daughter of Samuel Cobb; she died January 14:, 17!2. 
Married second, 17!7, Anna Nickerson, of Chatham; he died l\Iay 15~ 17!8; 13 children, of 
whom Priscilla was tho seventh; he resided in Hyannis and was engaged in tho fisheries. 

3 a Slw waa 5ister of Priscilla, wh!) married Elna th!'tn L':.'WiB (1 Hiy. 
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Children: 

281. Timothy, born September u, 1731. 
282. Martha, born June 1, 173'.·t 
283. N aorni, born Aug·ust 6, 1734. 
284. Sa nth, born June 24, l 7~H. 
285. Elizabeth, born June 2~, 17~9. 
28fi. Ruth, born April 24, 1741. 
287. Jabez, born July 8, 17 rn. 
288. Sarah, born August 2-~, 1746. 
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(119] GERSHOlVI HAMBLEN ,4 (Ebenezer,a ,Tohn,2 ,Tames,1) born in 
Barnstable July HJ, 17L3; married, by Rev. Mr. Green, August 
9, 1739, to Hannah Ahnony. 

Mr. Otis says, that he had not met this name before, which was not 
a Barnstable name. David Hamblen says she came frorn Eastha1n. 
McLellan, the Gorham genealogist, suggests that the narne was Al­
mory, and that her grandson, Aln1ery Ha1nlin, ,vas probably named in 
honor of her maiden name. 'rhere has · been a tradition, no small 
source of farnily pride, that Gershon1 Hamblen served under General 
Wolfe, and was killed at Quebec in 1759; but the date of his death, 
although not accurately known, forbids. The probate of hh, estate, 
which was insolvent, shows conclusively that he died prior to March 
19, 1757. Fron1 these facts it is not improbable that he served and lost 
his life in s01ne of those expeditions against the F.rench colonies under 
the Earl of Loudon, l 7;Jo-7. 

He is na1ned·in the will of his uncle, .John Hamblen, April IO, 1734, 
and was bequeathed in the ,vill of his father, October 2:5, 1735: "All 
that my peace of upland bought of Joseph Childs, & also, that piece of 
1neddow at Broad Sound I bought of 'rhornas Phinney, with ye privi­
lege of landing and drying hay on ye n1arsh I bought of Nathaniel 
J~,ver, not exceeding one third:· Also, I give to n1y said son as abovesd 
the one half of n1y lot of land which I bought of Nathaniel Ewer," &c. 

In the will of his brother Nathan, July 29, 1768, is this iten1: "I 
give and bequeath to the heirs of my brother, Gershon1 Hamblen, de­
-ceased, one sixth part of 1ny real estate, in like ntanner, equally to be 
divided arnongst the1n,'' &-c. 

Albert 1\L Ha1nlin, Esq., of ( •orhmn, 1\1aine, says, that the widow 
and children of Gershmu went front Barnstable to Gorhain in 1763, and 
in a sail boat, sailed up the Presumscot river. He also state~ that Ger­
shorn ,vas a fishernuin. l-le 111::i;y have been both a fisherrnan and a 
shocn1aker. 'rhe follovdng is a copy of the Probate of his estate: 

"Estate of Gershorn HarnLlen late of Barnstable, deceased, Uord­
,vainer (sl1oernaker). 

Vol. Page. 
7 - 453 Adn1inistration grunted to Sackville ,vest of Barnstable,. 

March 19, A. D. 1757. 
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Inventory of Estate returned .A._pril 5, 1757, by Thomas. 
Huckins, Robert Davis and Edward Bacon. 

Value of Real Estate £16, 13, 4. 

List of debts filed. 
" '' Personal " £21, 0, 4 

Account of Sackville West, Physician, accepted and al-­
lowed, showing a balance of £19, 8, 2, to be divided_ 
a1nong creditors. 

Order passed .July 4, 175S, to pay creditors, to pay 13sin 
the pound of the debts to them respectively owing." 

About the year 1763, Mrs. Hamblen, then a widow, n1oved with her·· 
family to Gorhan1, Maine. Mr. McLellan says: "It is said they made 
their first settlen1ent near the foot of Fort Hill, on the road leading to 
West Gorhan1, on the thirty-acre lot No. :12, west of what is now (1872) 
the l\'Iotley farm. She was a won1an of strong n1ind and great energy t 
and by her counsel and exarnple endeavored to rring up her child~en 
to be good citi,-;ens and honeclt people; and by the record we are able to­
show that her care and attention of therr1 were not lost. Her name on 
the Barnstable records is Hannah Alrr1ony, the surname should prob­
ably be Almory; the-fan1ily in n~uning the children see1n to haYe some­
what changed the spelling to Almery." 

In the old burying ground at Gorhan1 village1 there is a 1nonu­
nient with this inscription: 

Here lies the body 
of HANNAH HAMBLEN 

,vife of 
GERSHOM HAMBLEN 

of Barnstable 
V\Tho died April 14th 1797. 

Aged 77 ;years. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
289. Martha, born l\'Iay 11, 1740. 
290. rrirr10thy, born .January 23, 1742-3. 
291. Gershom, born September 16, 1745. 
292. George, born February 3, 1750. 
293. flannah, born March 22, 1753. 

[120] rrl:IANl-(FlJL HAl\fBLEN,.t (S-isteJ' of Ge,·slwrn,~) born iu Barn­
stable August 6, 1715. l\'Iarried, Septe1nber 18, 1735, Joseph: 
Bangs, of Harwich, 1\Iassachusetts. She is nanied in the wilJl. 
of her brother :Nathan, dated July 2n, 17ti8, as legatee; front 
which it ·was supposed she ,vas then living. ~he was also, 
uarncd in the will of her uncle John, April 10, 1734, and in the 
will of her father, October 2\ 1730. 

[121] NATH.AN HAMBLEN,4 (Rrother of Gershom,) born in Bar11-
stable June 29, 1717. He was a deaf mute. 
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In the will of his uncle .John, April 10, 1734:, is this ite1n: "I give to 
n1y three deaf cou·sins (children of rny urother Ebenezer, Yiz: Nathan, 
Bamuel,and Dorcas Han1blen)" &c. See John Han1blen,:~ (4-1). He is 
.also narned in the will of his father, October 25, 17Bi>. Married, March 
12, 1740, Elizabeth Frick; was a fariner and resided in Barnstable. 
'They probably had no children, as none are nan1ed in bis ,vill, dated 
.July 2~, 1768, in ,vhich, with n1uch particularity, he ruunes his various 
relatives, to wh01n he distributes a valuable estate. 

COPY OF rrHE WILL OF NArrHAN HAMBLEN. 

In the Na.nie of God, An1en, this twenty ninth day of July in the 
year of our Lord 1768, I Nathan Hamblen of Barnstable in the County 
of Barnstable, Yeoman, being weak in body and apprehending myself 
to be drawing near the close of life, do rr1ake and ordain this my Last 
Will and Testament that is to say: principally & first of all I give and 
-comniend n1y soul into the hands of that rnercyful God that gave it 
and n1y body to the earth in decent Christian burial at the discretion 
of 1ny Executor hereafter nan1ed; and as to the worldly estate that it 
hath pleased God to bless me ,vith all I give and dispose thereof in the 
n1anner following that is to say: 

In1prilnis: My will is thaL 111y just debts funeral chnrges & the 
-0harge of settling my estate be paid hy 1ny executor out of 1ny personal 
estate and the remaining part thereof I g·ive and bequeath to 1ny lov­
ing wife Elizabeth forever. I also ~dve to my said wife, the use and 
in1proven1ent of all n1y real estate during the terrn of her natural life, 
ttnd after her decease my will is that 1ny real estate be disposed of in the 
manner following, viz: I give and bequenth to 1ny brother Ebenezer 
Harnblen all my field (as it is now enclosed) that lyeth to the north­
·west part of his hmnestead and adjoyning thereunto after n1y said 
wiveK decease to hin1 his heirs and assigns forever. 

Ite1n. I give in like n1anner to 1ny brother Smnuel Han1blen his 
heirs and assigns one sixth parf of the remainder of 1ny real estate con­
sisting of clear land, woodland, salt rneadow and buildings. 

lte1n. I give in like 1nanner to n1y brother Daniel I-Ian1blen, his 
heirs and assigns one sixth part of rny real estate. 

Iten1. I give to 1ny sister rrluinkful Bangs her heirK and assigns in 
like rnanuer one sixth part of 1ny real estute. 

Iten1. I give in like rnanner to 1ny sister Elizabeth Claghorn her 
heirs and a~signs one sixth part of 1ny real estate. 

Item. I give to the heirs of 1ny brother Oershorn Hmnblen, 
-deceased, one sixth part of n1y renl estate in like nrnnner equally to be 
divided an10ng then1 to then1 their heirs an<l a~signs forever. I also 
give in like 1nanner the reurnining Kixth part of 1ny real estate to the 
~hildren of my sister UorcnH Caseley, dcce::u-;ed to the1n their heirs and 
.assigns forever. 

Lastly. I do hen uy appoint 1ny brother, Deacon Ebenezer H:.un­
blen sole executor to this rny last vVill and rresta1nent declaring this & 
no other to be n1y last will and testa1nent. 
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In witness whereof I haYe hereunto set 111y hand and seal the day 
& year aboYe written. 

Signed sealed and according to the capacity of the Testator pub­
lished & declared to be his last will and testanient in presence of us 
,vitnesses. 

his mark 
NATHAN X HAMBLEN (LS) 

& seal. 
EBENEZER CROCKER. 
THOMAS HUCKINS JR. 
SNOW HUCKINS. 
ED,V.ARD BACON. 

(122] DEA. EBENEZER HAMBLEN,4 (Brother o..f Gershom,) born 
in Barnstable N oven1ber :2G, 171H. lVIarried Decernber ~, 1755, 
.Joanna Hain blen. 

He joined the East church when seventeen years of age, in which 
he wa~ chosen deacon July 3, l 7H,5. He is named in the ,vill of his 
uncle John, April 10, 1734, and in that of his father, October 25, 1735. In 
the will of his brother Nathan, July 29, 1768, he is nan1ed as a legatee, 
and as executor. 

rrhe ancestry of his wife is not known. Her grave is in the Metho­
dist burying ground in Barnstable and the slate gravestone bears this 
inscription: 

In Memory of Mrs. 
J onana Wife of Decon 

Ebenezer Hamblen 
She died 1\tlay ye Hth 
1790 Aged 71 years. 

In the san1e burying ground is the slate gravestone of their son with 
this inscription: 

Here lies yo Body of 
Ebenezer Ha1nlen 

Son of Mr Ebenezer 
& l\!Ir.s Joanna Hamlen 

·Died .July 18 1765 
Aged 4 years 7 

rnonths & 9 days. 

He was disn1issed frmn the church in Barnstable to Freeport, De­
cen1ber 14, 17H4, where it is supposed he died. 

Children, probably born in Barnstable: 
2H4. Joanna, bnptized .April 17, 17/57; in., Jan. 20, 1772, .James Bacon. 
2B5. Ebenezer, baptized Decerr1ber 14, 1700; died July 18, 1765. 

[124] SAMlJEL HAMBLEN,-i (Brother o.f Ger.r,hom,) born in Barn­
stable January 7, 172:!. 

He ,vas a deaf 1nute. 'rhis iten1 occurs iu the will of his uncle John, 
April 10, 1734: " I give to 1ny three deaf cousins ( children of my brother 
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Ebenezer, Yiz: ~ntlrn.n 8an1uel and Dorcas Hamblen)" &c. He is also 
nmned in the will of his father, Oct.ol>er 25, l 7HG, and in the will of his 
brother Nathan, .July 2n, 1768. Otis says, "A Sanrnel Han1blen, Jr., 
perhaps deaf and durnb Ramuel, rnarried .Joanna Bumpas, Nov. lH, 
174H, and had Rebecca Sept. 13, 17,>0, and that he died early. .A.nother 
Sainuel n1arried rremperance Lewes Dec. lH, 1750, she joined the East 
church Apr. 4, 175H, and had Elijah baptizf'd Nov. 28, 17,>B, Temper­
ance April 18, 17G2, and Seth, 1\Iarch IO, 1765. 11 &c. 1\1cLellan, writing 
of Sa1nuel and Prince Hainblen, says: '' The fan1ily claim to be cousins 
of Tin10thy, George and Gershom. It is known that their father was a 
deaf 1nute, nan1ed San1uel, none seen1 to rerneruber the narne of his. 
,vife, l>ut there is a farnily tradition that they had a 1naternal ancestor 
nan1ed Lewis. It is probable that he can1e to Gorham about the year 
1768. 1\1:rs. Han1blen died soon after the family can1e to Gorham, and 
it is said she was buried on the old Prentiss lot, n<·ar the plnce where 
the blacksn1ith shop of 1\1r. Albert Lon1bard stood in 1872. As there 
,vas no n1onurnent erected to rnark the place, all marks of hers, and 
other graves of a nun1ber of early settlers, are entirely obliterated by 
the plow and spade. ~Ir. Hmnblen was alive in 177i>, for in that year 
we find Samuel, and San1uel Jr., but do not find hin1 after that, which 
is probably near the thnc of his death." 

1\1:r. David Han1hlen gives the record of his children, substantially 
as we have then1. rrhere were two nan1ed Sannwl l-Ian1blen, in Barn­
stable; Sa1nuel, son of Bartholomew, born 1674-, who app(•ars to have 
died unmarried, and Sarnuel, son of Ebenezer. It is not iinprobable 
that the latter was rr1arried twice and that his first wife, Joanna, died 
soon after the birth of the child, Rebecca. ,.rhe evidence points in that 
direction. "The first settlernent of Sarr1uel I-Iamblen and his son 
Sarnuel, for they lived together, was on the thirty acre lot, one range 
westerly fron1 South street, on the right hand side of the ,veeks road, 
so called. This lot was cornnwn land, and not numbered, and has 
since been owned by 1\'lr. Nathaniel Gould, but in 1872 by Mr. Atkin­
son. rrhe old house stood at the head of the brook, which we used to 
know in our younger days, as the first, or San1uel IIarnblen brook; and 
where is the nmn or boy that luts been raist:>d at Gorhan1 Village, that 
does not know where to find the first, second or third brook, always fam­
ous for little speckled trout'! Herc l\fr. Han1blen and a11d his wife died." 

Children, by first wife, boru in Barnstable: 
29G. Rebecca, born Septen1 ber 13, 1750. 

By second wife: 
297. rrabitha; n1arried, 1771, Smnnel l irockett, of Uorhmn. 
208. Sa1nuel, l>aptizt•d April 11, li53A 
299. Ebenezer. 
300. Elijah, baptized N ovetuber ~8, 1756; died in llevolutionary army. 
301. Prince, uorn b1urch 4, 1758. 
302. Nathan; died at sea, in Revolution; unrna~.!ied. 
30~. rre1nperance. uaptized April lH, l 7U~; 111,arried, April 5, 17H6, Rich­

ard Dresser, Saco. 
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304. Seth L., uoru Janu:.try 1, 176,. 
30-:S. Sarah; 111arried, 1787, .Joshua Crockett, of N orwan. 

(12,)] DORI{:AS fIA1WBLEN,.t (Sister of Gen;;lwm,) born in Barnsta­
ble June 5, 1727. A deaf n1i.1te. 8he is named in the will of 
her nucle John, Aprr IO, 17;:~--!; and in that of her father, October 
2:>, 173-;. In the will of her brother Nathan, July 29, 1768, is 
this ite1n: "I abo give in like Brnnner the ren1aining sixth 
part of rny real estate to the children of n1y sister Dorcas C::u;e­
ley, deceased," &c. l\Iarried, l\Iay 17, 17-19, John Caseley. 
'There is evidently a n1istake in the record, either as to the 
1narriage, or uirths of the childrl'n; possiuly she was a second 
wife, and he had other children. 

Children, born in Barnstable. 
306. John, born ~~,ebnrnry 14, 1740. 
307. Ebenm~er, born August 12, 1744. 
308. l\iiary, born l\Iay 2:-{, 174U. 
309. Seth, born February 21, 17,~1. 
310. Isaac, born .July 10, 1753. 
311. Dorcas, born .July 8, 17~5. 
312. Eunice, born Septernber lH, 17?59. 

[126] rrI1"1OrrHY HAl\IBLEN,4 (B1other <~f Gerslwm,) born in Barn­
stable Septen1ber 3, 1728. He is n1entioned in the ,vill of his 
uncle .John Han1blen? dated April 10, 1734; and in the will of 
his father, duted October 2;'S, 1735. In the will of his brother 
:Kathnn, eluted July ~H, li6S, at Barnstaule, he is not men­
tioned, but Na than naines his brothers Euenezer, Hnrnuel nnd 
I:aniel, and sisters rrhankful and Elizaheth, and the heirs of 
his brother Gershmn and sister Dorcas. Front these facts it i.s 
presu111ed he was then dead, without issue. 

[127] ELIZ.ABE.TI-I fIAlVIBLEN,-! (Si"sler of Gershom,) born in Barn­
stable 1\ ovt·n1 ber ::.:0, 1730. l\Inrried Ebenezer Claghorn/~9 his 
second wife. She is nan1ed in the will of her uncle John, 
April 10, 17R4; in that of her father October 2fi, 1735; and in 
that of her urother Natl 1an, .July 29, 1768. 

Children, l1orn in Barnstuble: 
31a. Joseph, bor11 Octoul'r H, 1,tj'L 
314. f4nrah, born ."!"uly 2,, 1 iH4. 
al;). .J nne, born October 1, 17fi,5. 

39 Jamos Claghorn was in Barnstable 113;)-1, removed to Yarmouth, 1662; married, 
.January 6, lli:°>4-, Abigail, daughter of Bernard Lombard; six children born in Barnsta­
ble; the youngest, Shubal, married. ,Jane, daughter of John Lovell; he died before 1729; 
ten children, born in Barnstable; the youngest, Ebenezer, born .July :30, 1712, married 
first, 0ctobar :30, 17:H, Sarah Lumbert, who died; and he married second, Elizabeth 
Hamblen as stated. 
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[128] DANIEL HAJ\lBLEN,-t (Brother of Gershom,) born in Barn­
stable April 2, 1735. 

In the will of his father are these iterns: "I give and l>equeath to 
1n_y beloved wife rrhankful, &c. +:- * -:-:- also, I give 1ny sd wife all 
the rest of 1ny real estate (except that bought of Childs above sd) in 
n1an11er following viz: the one half thereof for the 'rirrne of fl ve years 
after the date hereof & the other half until 1ny son, DANIEL, shall 
arrive to the age of fourteen years, ye use of said land is for the bring­
ing up my children," &c. 

"I give and bequeath to 1ny son Daniel One hundred pounds to be 
paid by n1y son rrirnothy.'' 

"1\ily will is that 1ny two sons Timothy & Daniel are put out to 
learn smne trade.'' 

He is rnentioned in the ,vill of his brother Nathan, July 29, 1768, 
thus: "I give in like manner to n1y brother Daniel Han1blen his heirs 
and assigns forever one sixth part of my real estate.'' 

l\1arricd, Noven1ber 3, 1757, Deliverance,40 daughter of .Joseph 
Childs, of Falin ou th. 

Child, born in Barnstable: 
316. Abignil 1 horn .July i, 17G l. 

[12H] REBECCA HAMBLEN,-! (Beuj((rnu1;! ,John,"!. ,Trtrnes,i) born in 
Barnstable, J.\ilay 17, 1711; 1narried, October :.W, 17,W, rr110rnas 
Crocker,41 born in Barnstable, August :W, 17J4-, his st-•cond 
wife. She is n1entioned in the will of her UllCh:' .:ohn, eluted 
April 1-0, 173-t; he resided in the east part of the west parish, 
Barnstable. She died 1\'Iay 9, 177>6; he Decelll ber ;\ l 7t,6. 

Children: 
317. 

318. 
319. 

320. 
321. 

323. 
·_)·>4 t""")- • 

:-3:25. 

[131] 

Elizabeth, born Decen1l>er •\ 17Hl; nrnrried George Uonant in 1707 
and died Septen1ber !7_! 175H. 

Sarah, born February 2H, 17:-m-4. 
Rebecca, born Noven1ber 30, 173~; nutrried, Octobt•r :!;\ 17.37, 

Le1nuel Nye, of Sandwich. 
Hope, born 1\iarch, 17.t"{. 
rrhornas, born .January 28, 1740. 
Esther, born August 28, 17--13. 
Barnabas, born October 26, 17--16; 111., 1\1:arch 24, 176.S, Ann Srnith. 
I-luck.ins, burn J.\ilarch J.\ 1748. 
1\Iary, born August 31, 17f)3; died un111arried. 

BENJAl\I IN I-IAlVIBLEN,-t ( Hrothe1· r~f Re/Jeccrr,) born in 
Barnstable, baptiied N overnber 18, 171H; 111arried, first, April 

40 Dolivoranco Childs was daughter of Josevh, 3 Richard, 2 Richard. 1 See Note Hi. 

41 Seo ~ote :n. Thomas Crocker, 4 Thomas, 3 .Job, 2 ·william ;1 married first 1727, 
Mehitable, daughter of Jos:,ph Dimmack, who died .March 1:3, l,28-29; second, Rebecca 
Hamblon as above stated. 
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29, 1740, l\Iehitable Blackwell, of Snnford; second, l\Iny 31, 17uR, l\iiehit­
able Childs.42 He lived at the northern end of HaiuLlin's Pond; in 
March, 1771, ·when the ice was breaking up, he shot a wild goose iu the 
pond, and went to get it in a '' dug out" canoe, was capsized and lost 
his life in the chilly water; his widow afterwards resided with her son, 
Lewis; his children, Nathaniel, Ichabod, Sarnuel, l\fary, Lewis and 
Benjamin are n1entioned in the settlen1ent of his estate, l\Iarch -1, 1774. 

Children, born in Barnstable, l.Jy first wife: 

32H. Mary, born .July lG, 1741; probably died before 1774. 
327. Benjamin, born February 25, 1742-3; probably died young. 
328. Nathaniel, born February 21, 1744. 
32H. .Jane, born March 23, 174H; probably died before 1774. 
320. Ichabod, born June 28, 1749. 
331. Sarnuel, born March 30, 1760. 

By second wife: 

332. 
333. 
334. 

[133] 

Mary, born April 12, 17H7; probably died young. 
Lewis, born Decernber 24, 1768. 
Benjamin, born Septen1ber 30, 1770. 

J,~LEAZER HAlVIBLEN,-t (l~ooc,:~ Eleozar,'l ,J,nne:-:;,1) born in 
Barnstable, August 22, 16H9. Married first, li18, Sarah, 
daughter of Silas and Sarah (Crosby) Sears,43 born in Yar­
n1outh April 3, 1G97; he ren1oved to Harwich and is called 
yeon1an, afterwards a trader; n1arried second, Decen1ber 10, 
17~4, Alice Phinnc.\y, 4-4 of Barnstable. 

Childr. n, by first wife: 

385. Barnabas, born lVIurch 30, 1719. 
336. Sarah, born March 16, 172:J-l. 
337. Eleazer, born May 24, 17~3. 

By second wife: 

338. Reuben. 
339. Eleazar. 
330. David. 
341. Hannah. 

42 See Note 15. 

43 See Note 10. Silas Soars, 3 father of Sarah, born in Yarmouth, 1661, married 
1692, Sarah, daughter of Rev. Thomas and Sarah Rowley. He was a son of Lieut. Silas 
Sears,2 Richard. 1 [Sears Genealogy.] 

44 John Phinney ancestor of this family, was first in Plymouth, where his son 
John was born 1638, and his wife, Christiana, died 1649; married second 16ri0, Abigail, 
widow of Henry Coggin, a wealthy merchant and adventurer, among the first settlers of 
the town; she died 16fi3; and he married third, 1654, Elizabeth Bayly. He was constable 
in Barnstable. Children: John, Jonathan, Robert, Hannah, Elizabeth, Josiah, Jere• 
miah, Joshua. His great grandson, Capt. John Phinney, was founder of the town of 
Gorham, Maine. See Jacob Hamblon 3 (60). The name was variously written: Phinney, 
Finney, Fennye, &c. [Otis Papers, &c.] 
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[13,5] DEACON .JOSEPH HA1\1:BLEX,+ ( !Jrothe1· of Eleozar,) born 
in Barnstable June 4, 1702. Married, March 3, 17:W-7, Eliza­
beth Mathews, born in Yarn1outh. He ,vas a black8n1ith and 
resided about a 1nile east of the Congregational church in Yar­
mouth; he died in Yarn10uth, .January 19, 1777. 

Children, born in Yarn1outh: 
34:2. Hannah, born March 3, 1728-9; m., Dec. 1, 1747, Lott Crowell. 
343. Phebe, born April 11, 1731; m., Jan. 31, 175:2, Moses Hallett. 
344. Sarah, born June 11, 1783; m., Nov. 21, 1754, 11 hon1as Hallett. 
345. Isaac, boru March 14:, 1735. 
340. Elizabeth, born Feb. 4, 1737-8; m., June 3, 1763, Josiah Thatcher. 
347. Rebecca, born April 14, 1740; m., May 9, 1765, David Gorham. 
348. Joseph, born .June 15, 1742. 

(13H] ELIZABETH HAMBLEN,4 (Sister of Eleazrn·,) born in Barn­
stable October, l 70t>. l\'Iarried, February 20, 1727-8, Deacon 
Barnabas Chiprnan,45 born in Barnstable 1\-Iarch 24, 1702; an 
influential citizen and deacon of the vVest church. They 
have descendants in Verinont,, Michigan, Iowa and elsewhere. 

Children: 
349. Barnabas, born December 28, 1728. 
350. Joseph, born December 22, 1731. 
351. Elizabeth, born May 12, 1734; rnarried, Nov. 23, 1758, Nathaniel 

Hinckley, 2d. 
352. Thonias, born March 5, 173.3-H. 
353. Hannah, born I~.,ebruary 20, 1737-8. 

--
[ 137] ALlCE HAl\'IBLEN,4 (,Toseph,:~ Eleazer,2 ,Tames,1) born in 

Barnstable February 4, 17ff"j. l\farried lirst, 1728, John, son of 
Isaac and Anne trra:ylor) Howland,46 of West Barnstable, 
born February 2, l(i9o; he died in 1747, and she n1arried second,. 
1\i1ay 22, 1748, Samuel Hinckley. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
354. Desire, born June 13, 17:12. 
355. Susannah, born Dec. :22, 1734; m., Nov. 21, 17t;9, Ignatius Srnith. 
356. David, born Aug. 8, 1737; 111., Dec. l.S, 1763, Mary Coleman. 
357. .Jonathan, twin with Dnvid; ren1oved to I-Iarwich where he died 

in 1812. 
3:')8. Deborah, born October 25, 17;-3H; in., Nov., li<m, Richard Spar­

row, of Eastluun. 

45 See Note 18. Dea. Samuel Chipman/! was the son of Elder John, born in 
Barnstable, April 15, 1661; married Decemb~r 27, 1686, Sarah, daughter of Elder Henry 
Cobb; inherited his father's homestead, was a carpenter; but farming was his princi­
pal business; kept public house, and retailed liquors, a business not then held incom­
patible with the office of deacon of the church; was a good business man, and a town 
officflr; ordained deacon of the church of Barnstable Sept. 1, 1706. He died 1723, his 
widow January 8, 1742-:3, ten children. of whom Dea. Barnabas was the youngest. [Otis 
Papers.] 

46 See Note 20. 
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[1~8] LIEUTENANrr SI£rrH HAl\fBLEN,4 (Brother o.f Alice,) born 
in Barnstable l\1:arch --1, 170-~. l\Iarried, October 9, 17.35, Sarah, 
daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Childs) Blush,~7 born in 
Barnstable, October 1, 1707. 

He resided in Barnstable, l>ut it has not been ascertained how he 
obtained his rnilitary title, perhaps in the rnilitia or in smne of the 
French wars. He was nmned as executor in the ,vill of his brother 
Southward, December 25, 17Hl5. These inscriptions are upon the grave 
stones of hin1self and wife in the burying ground at Barnstable: 

"Here lies buried Lieut. Seth Ha1nblen who dec:i May yo 16th 1771, 
in ye 64th year of his age.'' 

"In men1ory of lYirs. Sarah, widow of Lieut Seth Har11blen. She 
died N ovr ye 6th 1773, in ye 67th year of age.'' 

COPY OF "\iVILL OF LIEUrr. SETH HAl\f BLEN. 

In the naine of God, An1en, this fourth day of l\'[ay 1770 I Seth 
Hmnblen of the town and county of Barnstable gentlen1an, being of 
sound rnind and merr1ory do n1ake this 1ny last will & testan1ent in 
manner and forn1 following. First I bequeath my soul unto God and 
1ny body I connuit to the earth to be decently buried in hopes of a joy­
ful resurrection. As to 1ny worldly estate I dispose thereof as followeth 
that is to say I do first appoint n1y debts and funt-ral expenses to be 
paid out of n1y estate by n1y Executor hereafter n1entioncd. 

I tern. I give to n1y loving wife Sarah Han1blen rny best bed & fur­
niture and one-third part of 1ny personal e8tate forever for her own use 
and disposal and also one third part of n1y real estate for her own irn­
provenient during· her life. 

Itern. I give to n1y daughter, l\Ierey Crocker four pounds n10ney to 
her or her heirs forever to be paid by n1y Executor one year after rny 
decease. 

ltl'nl. I give to my daughter Sarah "\iVeeks four pounds n1oney to 
her or her heirs forever to be paid by n1y Executor one year after my 
decease. 

Ite1n. I give to n1y daughter Abigail I-lowland four pounds rnoney 
to her or her heirs forever to he paid by my executor one year after n1y 
decease. 

4 7 Abraham Blush, ancestor of this family, was early in Duxbury, 16:37; In 
Barnstable 16-U, probably one of tho first settlers; was a planter and large landholder; 
married first, Anne (perhaps Pratt), she was buried May 19, lG:ll or May 26, 16f>:1; married 
:second, Hannah, widow of .John Barker, of Marsfield, daughter of ,John ,vmiams, of 
Scituate. She was buried March 16, 16f>8, or February 16, 16f}7-8; married third, Alice, 
widow of ,John Derby, of Yarmouth. He died Septemper 7, 168:3. The name is written 
Blush and Blish; throe children. His son ,J oscph, horn April 1, 16-1-8, married September 
·rn, 167fl, Hannah. daughter of Richard and Mehitable (Dimmock) Child. This Richard 
(~hild was born 16:31, and resided in Watertown, a different man from Richard of Barn­
stable, he married March ao, Hi62. His wife was a daughter of Elder Thomas Dimmock, 
-0f Barnstable, born April 18, 1642, they were the parents of Hannah Child, who married 
Lt. Seth Hamblen.-[Otis Papers.] 
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Iten1. I giYe to my daughter Alice Blosson1 four pounds n1oney to 
her or her heirs foreYer to be paid by 1ny executors one year after n1y 
decease, 

Item. I give to 1ny son Seth Hamblen all my estate both real and 
personal to hiln his heirs and assigns forever except what I have given 
to n1y wife and children as above expressed he the said Seth to pay all 
the debts and legacies out of what is bequeathed to him and my will is 
that if the personal estate is not sufficient to pay the debts and legacies 
that my executor sell such part of the real estate as he shall think best 
to pay them. Lastly I do appoint my son Seth Hamblen to be my sole 
executor to this my last vdll and rrestament. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set 1ny hand and seal the day 
and year above written. 

SETH HAJ\,IBLEN. (L. S.) 
Signed sealed and delivered 

in presence of 
rrHOl\IAS HA THA vV A Y 
JOHN OTIS 
RELYANCE GOODSPEED. 

Children, born in Rarnstable: 
35H. Mercy, born Nov. 15, 17R7; m. Thomas Crocker, .Jr. 
3HO. Sarah, born Aug. 15, 1739; m., Dec. 7, 1758, Barzilla Weeks. 
361. Abigail, born Aug. 14, 1741.48 
362. Seth, born _A.ug. 20, 1744. 
393. Alice, born Aug.12, 1747; n1., Feb. 1, 1770, Joseph Blosso1n. 

-. 

[13f>J SARAH HAMBLEN,4 (Sz"ster of Al-ice,) born in Barnstable7 

April -i, 1711. Married, October 7, 1736, Ephraim, son of 
Thon1ns and Experience (Huckins49) Lewh,,50 born April 8,. 
1710. ShediedJunelB, 17H4. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 
3o4. Thankful, born June 5, 1739; m., April 30, 1752, Shubael Davis. 
365. Rebecca, born Oetober 13, 1741. 
3UH. Jacob, born January 4, 1743-4. 
367. Esther, baptized April 3, 17--18. 

[140] JO8EP1-I HA~IBLEN,.t (B1·other of AUce,) born in Barnstable 
l\Jnrch 10, 1715. l\farried, Decen1ber 8, 17a8, Hannah Lovell,, 
born in Barnstable, 1716. 

48 Oti:-: :,;a_ys slw marril'd ,John Smith ,January 18, 171H, but David Hamblen says: 
he marriPd LPmnel Howland, of Sandwich, December 11, 176:i. 

49 SPP ~ok 1!1. Experience Huckins was daughh\r of Jolm, 2 Thomas. 1 John, z 
born in BarnstablL•, August ~. lu4!): matTiod August rn, Hi70, Hope, daughter of Elder 
John Chipman. He died Novcmh;..•r 10, 167~, four rhildren, Experience, third child, born 
June 4, 11J7:i. rnarriC'<l St'ptembL·r ~~. lliH9, Thomas Lewis; she died December 2:1, 173a. 

50 See Note 1~. Thomas Lowes, son 0f Edward, 2 Georgo, 1 born in Barnstable, 
March, 1669, married SPptemher 28, 1699, Experience Huckins; be died February 9 115.-t. 
five childrc11, tho ~·ouugcst. Ephraim, married Sarah Hamblen. 
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He died August 8, 1767; she l\Iarch 14, 180H. 

Child, born in Barnstable: 
368. lVIicah, born Novernber 11, 17-U. 

(141] SOUTHWARD HAMBLEN,4 (Brothe1· o( Alice,) born in 
Barnstable May 21, 1721. Married first, December 13, 1744, 
lVIartha HowlandJH She died September 20, 1756, and he 
married, second, lVIay ]2, 1757, Tabitha Atkins. 'rhese inscrip­
tions are upon the gravestones of hirnself and wife in the 
burying ground in Barnstable: 

"In rnernory of lVIrs. l\'Iartha Harnlen wife of Mr. Southworth 
Hamlen who deed Sept ye 20th 175H, in ye 41st year of her age." 

'' Here lies buried Mr. Southworth Hamblen who deed Janry 13th 
1766, aged 4,5 years." 

COPY OF WILL OF SOUTHWARD HA1\i1BLEN. 

In the N an1e of God, Arr1en. I Southward Hamblen, of Barnstable 
in the County of Barnstable, Carpenter, being of sound and disposing 
mind and memory. do this 25th day of Decenrber A. D. 1765 rnake and 
ordain this my last ,vill and testament in 1nanner and for1n following 
viz, FirRt my will is that my wife Tabitha should have as much of my 
estate as the law directs. 2d I give to my two sons Eleazer and South­
ward all nty real estate reserving my wives improven1ent as above 
specified to then1 their heirs and assigns forever. 3d. I give to my 
two daughters Bethiah & Tabitha all my indoor moveables. 4tl.L It is 
my will that all n1y just debts and funeral charges be first paid by rny 
Executor hereafter na1ned, and Lastly n1y will is and I do by these 
presents 1nake and ordain n1y brother Seth Hamblen Executor of this 
my last will and testa1nent, in witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal the day & year above written. Signed sealed pro­
nounced & declared by said Southward Hamblen to be his last will & 
testanren t. 

his mark 
SOU'fHW ARD >< HAMBLEN (Seal) 

In presence of 
JOSEPH CHILDS. 
JON .. <\.'fHAN BANGS. 
ALICE HAJ\IBLEN. 

Children, born in Barnstable: 

369. Bethia, Lorn July 3, 17,58. 
870. Eleazer, born March 2S, 1700. 
871. South,vard, born April 12, 1762. 
372. Tabitha. 

& seal 

51 See Note 20. There is a discrepancy in the spelling of his name as found on the 
gravestone, and in his will; both evidently refer to the same person. 
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[14~] 8HUBAEL HAMBLEN,-t (Shubael,:1 Eleazer,'.!. ~lames,1) born 
in Barnstable, Septen1ber 20, 17~4. 

Married first, 1\Iarch 7, 1751, l\fartha,52 daughter of Benjamin Lo1n­
bard; second, 8arah Crocker; :53 and third, N ove1nber "27, 1766, Ruth 
Cannon.54 By his first wife he ca1ne into possession of the dwelling 
house and fa.rn1 of Capt. Jonathan Lombard, on the east side of Dim­
mock's Lane. He filled up the well and re1noved the house, a high 
single one, with a lean-to, to a high hill on the farm, that he might 
have "a clear air and good prospect;" and all his life, he and his chil­
dren after hin1 lugged their water half a 1nile up hill fron1 Lombard's 
Pond. rrhe children, except the firHt Susannah, were n1entioned in 
the will of their father, .July 16, 1778, says David Han1blen. 

Childrt'n, Lorn in Barnstable, by first wife. 

373. Joshua, born July 2, 1752, 0. S. 
374. Susannah, born April 15, 1754, N. S.; died young . 
.375. 'rimothy, TJorn U'ehruary 2, 175H. 
376. Sarah, born :February 10, 175H. 

By second ,vife: 

377. ~lartha, horn May 31, 1762; 1narried John Green. 
378. Susannah, born February 15, 1765; married Paul Ewer . 
.379. Shuhael, horn July 18, 1766. 

Hy third wife: 

.380. Ruth, born Noven1ber 21, 1768; married Allen Goodspeed. 
381. l\iiercy, born April 16, 1771; 1narried Alden Gifford . 
.382. Hope, hori1 Noven1her 11, 1773. 

[14H] MEHrrABLE HA:l\IBLEN,-1 (Sister of Shubael,) born in 
Barnstable December 4, 1730. Married, 1752, Benjan1in, son 
of Joseph Childs,55 oJ Barnstable, born August 25, 1728; he 
died before June 10, 1758, when his three children were bap­
thed at the West church. 

Children: 

383. Lewes, horn August 2H, 17.52. 
384. Hannah, born September 6, 1754 . 
. 385. J\!Iehitnhle, born Decernber 27, l 7;36. 

52 See Note :m. 
53 She ma;y have been Sarah Crocker, 4 (:H~). See Noto 31. 

54 Pel'haps she was daughter of Ebenezer Cannon, 3 Timothy. 2 The earliest rec­
•ord of the name in Barnstable is April 12, 1691, whore Joanna Cannon joined the Church. 
Her children wnre baptized the following Sabbath, viz: John, Phillip, Timothy, Nathan, 
Elizabeth. Timoth~· 2 married i\ovember 9, 1711, Elizabeth, willow of Isaac Hamblen 
(48). His son Ebenezer3 married first, 173;-., Mercy Blossom; second, July 7, 1753, Pa­
tience Goodspeed. Six children by his first wife and four by last wife, Ruth Cannon, 
second child, was born in Barnstable January 18, 17;38-9. 

55 See Note 15. 



128 rrHE HA1\1LIN FAMILY. 

[147] ELEANOR HAl\IBLEN,4 (Sister of ,Terushn,) horn in Barn­
stable April V5, 17BH. l\Iarried bet,veen N overnher 28, 17159 and 
Septe1nber 7, 1771, Moses, son of Tin1othy and Elizabeth 
(_Hateh) Hallett,56 born in Yannouth April 20, 1729; his sec­
ond wife. She died Septeml)er 7, 1771. See Phoobe Ham­
blen, C-M:1). No children. 

[1.51] ISRAEL HA1\i!BLEN,4 (lsrael,3 Israel,"!- ,Irones,1 ) born in Yar-
1nouth, 1\Iassachusetts, June 4, 1741; n1arried Elizabeth--. 
He died April 16, 1810. She died aged 95. 

Children: 

386. Israel, born February 1, 17H4. 
387. Eleazer, died; no children. 
388. Barney, unmarried. 
389. Phebe, n1arried .John Wanser. 
390. Elizabeth, married John (;arle. 
391. Mercy. 
392. Bertha. 
393. Thankful, married Dwite 1\lore. 
394. Meriby, married William Kimball. 

56 Mr. Andrew Hallett, Gentleman, ancc·stor of the family in Barnstable and 
Yarmouth, was one of the first who came to Mattakeset, but did not make it his plar-e of 
abode until 16-H; he came over as ear}~, as 1637; was in Plymouth in 16:~-9. He appears 
to have revisited England about 16-1-1-2 and returned; he speculated in lands, and had 
sevnal lawsuits; it is claimed, not with certainty, that he was a school teacher; 
although not wealthy he gave a cow to the poor of Yarmouth at a time when it was of the 
value of a good farm. Tho title of" Gentleman" was conferred on but few in the colony, 
and the word then had a different signification from its present one>; it meant that ono 
to whom it applied was connected with tho gentry or wealthy class, that ho was not a 
mechanic or common laborer, and that he was well educated, etc. The records afford 
but little information about his employment, or true character. He probably died 
about 1647, leaving a wife Mary, and five children, born in England. His son Andrew, 2 

married Ann, daughter of Anthony Besse, of Lynn and Sandwich, in her four­
teenth year; ho settled in. Sandwich but removed to Yarmouth in 16-!0, ,vhero he resided 
until his death, 1684; his wife died 1694. Goodman Hallett was "an husbandman," 
and by honest industry, skillful management and economy, accumulated a large estate. 
In 1676, his tax was equal to one-twentieth of the entire assessment of the town; his <'state 
was appraised at £1.180, 1:3, 09, a large amount at that period; six children. Jonathan 
Hallett, 3 tho fourth child, born November 20, 1647, married Abigail. daughter of 
Ensign Thomas Dexter. In 1684 ho resided in Sandwich, but removed to Yarmouth and 
occupied a room in his father's house until 169:'>; after the death of his father he was 
the most wealthy man in Yarmouth; will dated December f>, 1716; proved February 14, 
1717; real cstc1 te £2,000, and a large personal estate; eight children. His son David, 4 

married August 19, 1719, l\Iary, daug-l1kr of John Annable, of \Vest Barrn;table, and 
resided at H~·annis; ten children, of whom .Mary, born l\Ia~' 11, 17:W, married Timothy 
Hamblin. Thomas Hallett, 4 son of ,Jonathan, 3 resided at Yarmouth, married tirst, 
February rn, 1719-'.!0, Thankful Sturgis, who <lied .January to, 1721; second, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Moses Hatch, of Falmouth. who died October 2:3, 1744-; third, 1\-Iay 2B, 1745, 
Thankful Jones, of Barnstable; he <lied January 24, 1771, aged 69; six children. His 
son Moses, 5 born April 20, 1729, resided in Yarmouth; marriecl four wives, two of whom 
were, Phoobo anc.l Eleanor Hamblen: he died December 14, 1809: seven children. [Otis 
Papers.] 
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[153] .JOSEPH HAMBLEN,4 (,Tacob,:~ Israel,2 Jarnes,1 ) born May 
10, 173-, perhaps in Barnstable. l\iarried April 15, 17f)5, 
Hannah ,vhitney .57 

Mr. McLellan wrote in 187:!, that Mr. Harr1blen lived on the one hun­
dred acre lot, No. 40, below Gorharr1 village, through which the road 
to Gray then passed. His house was on the high land across the brook, 
on the north side of the lot, near Queen street, near the route usually 
traveled by the early settlers through the woods, in going from the Fort 
to Falmouth (Portland). The Hamblen brook at that time was a larger 
stream than now, crossed by a foot log. It is said that one of the set­
tlers was once crossing this log with a gun on his shoulder, and was 
fired upon by an Indian in arr1bush; he was not hit, but knowing his 
danger, fell as if shot, when the Indian came running to secure his 
scalp. That Indian never returned to his tribe. He died in Gorham, 
June 17, 1763, and his widow married a Mr. Cobb; she died in Gorham, 
April 17, 1797. 

Children, probably born in Gorha1n: 
395. Jacob, born August 1, 1756. 
396. Esther, born June 30, 1758. 
397. Joseph, born June 10, 1763. 
398. Sarah, born December 17, 1764. 

[154] DANIEL HAMBLEN,4 (Brother of ,Joseph.) There is no rec­
ord of his birth. Perhaps he was born after his parents re­
n1oved frorn Barnstable; married, 1761, Dilla Pettingill. 

Mr. McLellan states, that prior to 1779, he resided in Gorham, on the 
thirty acre lot No. 16, either in the house of his father, or one near it; 
that probably his house stood just back of where the store of R. G. 
Harding stood in 1872, and that part of it was used in building the old 
tavern house by Uary McLellan, which, ,vith some addition, consti­
tuted the Harding store. At __ his father's decease, his n1other had a 
right in the estate by will or dower, and when Daniel exchanged farms 
with Cary McLellan, April 5, 1779, he reserved her right in the two 

5'7 The Whitneys wore numerous in Gorham at arid prior to the period of the Rev­
olution. Mr. Pierce, in his history of the town, states that they came from York, Maine. 
Amos and Na than Whitney wl're prominent and influential citizens in G0rham before 
the incorporation of tlia town, 176-1; of which Amos was tho first town clerk, and one of 
the first selectmen. They were much employed in the religious affairs of the town, and 
were on important committees in the Revolutionary days; they were sagacious and of 
unquestioned integrity. Eleven officers and men named Whitnl'y were in the Revolu­
tionary army from Gorham, four of whom wore in Capt. Hart Williams' company in 1775, 
Paul Whitney was killed in that war. Isaac, Shephen, Zebulon and Daniel ,vhitney 
were Revolutionary pensioners Amos Whitney married Sarah Payne and had children, 
Elias, Jotham and Ruth. David Whitney married Hannah Brown and had children, 
Susannah, Jesse, Joshua, Daniel, Hannah, Thomas and Nathan, born between 1755 and 
1769. Abel had 10 children, Owen 9, Asa 11, Daniel 10, Uriel 6, Timothy 5, Stephen 2, 
Micah 4, and Phineas 4 chilrlrcm. Zebulon Whitney married Joanna Stone and had 
children, Abigail, Happy, Mattie, Rufus, Eli, Eunice. Hannah, Tabitha and Almira, be­
tween 1775 and 179~. Eli Whitnc>Y was born August 16, 17R6.-[Pierce's History of 
Gorham.] 
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lots and buildings during her life, and also reserved the land occupied 
as a burying ground, one acre, beginning at the southeast corner of the 
orchard, and running southerly twenty rods, eight rods wide. He ex­
changed farms with Cary McLellan l:>ecause he thought the land of the 
latter easier to cultivate; and rnore productive than the land of his 
father's old farm at the village; and for 1nany years thought he had 
made the best of the trade; and boasted that one bushel of corn cost 
Cary n1ore than two did him. At that period few men there had any 
rrieans of a livelihood, except from their crops. He resided many years 
on the one hundred acre lot N Q. 1, which he had fron1 1\IcLellan; he 
died suddenly, supposed to have been heart disease, in Samuel Ed­
ward's wood lot, while felling a tree in 1805. His widow survived hin1, 
living with their daughter, Rebecca Frost, and died February 9, 1812, 
aged seventy.:three years. 

Children, probarly born in Gorhan1: 
399. 
400. 
401. 
402. 
403. 
404. 

Ruth, born January 24, 1768. 
Rebecca, born March 13, 17H5. 
Abigail, born 1767. • Hannah, born March 22, 1770. 
:Pilla, born .June 20, 177H. 
Betsy. 



ERRATA. 

On page 32, 1st line, for Barister read Barrister. 
On page 32, 2d line, for Warington read Wrington. 
On page 90, 38th line, for (88) read (89). 
On page 91, 39th line, for Fryebury read Fryeburg. 




