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At this solemn and impressive
time, when everything relating to our
dead hero is so eagerly read and
carefully treasured by untold mil-
lions of mourners, I have thought it
wise to contribute a short and all to
incomplete account of his American
anceéstry, the more readily, because
to my knowledge no account so full
as the following has appeared in any
shape. I acknowledge many sins of
omission, necessary uander the cir-
cumstances, but trust no sins of com-
mission will be found.
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“Any one who has had his attention
directed to the various lives of Gen-
eral Grant that were written both
daring the war and since, must have
noticed the peculiarly unsatiéfaqtory
information given as to his origin and
family descent. Some writers start
off with the statement that he was cf
Scotch origin, but trace his ancestral
record no farther back than his
father, Jesse. Another writermakes
the. Scotch reference more distinct by
telling us that two Scotch brothers
came over, one of whom settled in
New Jersey and the other somewhere
else, but that Gen. Grant descended
from the New Jersey settler. An-
other biography states that the early
ancestors of General Grant settled in
Connecticut. ‘This latter statement
1s ecorrect, but no particulars are
given, and I propose to supply, in
some short manner, this defect.

Gteneral Grant’s chief pride was



the fact that his family was distinct-
ively American. In truth, this fact
will be referred to by future genera-
tions in ever-growing admiration,
that ‘‘he was the noblest American of
them all.”” I esteem it a privilege
that I am able to present a few sen-
tences from the opening chapter of
General Grant’s ‘““Personal” Mem-
oirs,”” that not only show his strong
American feelings, but aptly illus-
trate his piain, vigorous and taking
style of composition.

““My family is American, and has
been for generations, in all its
branches, direct and collateral.

““Mathew Grant, the founder of
the branch in America, of which T
am a descendant, reached Dorches-
ter, Massachusetts, in May, 1630.
In 1635 he moved to what is now
Windsor, Connecticut, and was the
surveyor for that colony for more
than forty years. He was also, for
many years of the time, town clerk.
He was a married man when he ar-



rived at Dorchester, hut his children
were all born in this country. His
oldest son, Samuel, took lands on the
east side of the Connecticut river,
opposite Windsor, which have Dbeen
held and occupied Ly descendants of
his to this day.

“I am of the eighth generation
from Mathew Grant.”’

1. Matuew! Grant and wife
(name unknown) came over with the
Warham & Maverick company in
1630, in the good ship Mary and
John, and settled first at Dorchester,
Mass. He was a freeman there in
1631. In 1635, the major part of
the eompany, carrying the church
organization with them, removed to
Connecticut and founded the town of
Windsor. In the Conaecticut state
archives is a volume of MSS. relat-
ing to private controversies. On
page 138, in a matter concerning
lands iu dispute between Joseph
Loomis, Sr., and Joseph Loomis,
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Jr., April 21, 1675, Mathew Graut
testifies:

“And if any question my upright-
ness and legal acting about our town
affairs, that I have been employed in
a measuring of land and getting out
of lots to men which bas heen done
by me from our first beginning here
come next September is 40 yere. 1
never go: out land to avy man until
I knew he bad a grant to it from the
the townsmen, and town’s approba
tion, or about recording safter the
book was turned to me, which is near
twenty-three years since. I can say
with a clear conscience 1 have been

careful to o uothing uapon one
man’s desire.”

As appears from the wbove, 3ath-
ew Grant was surveyor from the fiisé
settlement of Windsor. He was
town clerk for many years and kept
the church records still Jonger.  Cn
these latter he often added notes,
explanatory or in correction, which
have considerable value to the inves-
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tigator of the present day. He was
the compiler of the Old Church
LRecord so often quoted, which in the
absence of the earliest records of the
town of Windsor (1635-50) assumes
a value which can scarcely be estim-
ated. In short, he wasa pious, hard
working, conscientious  Christian
man, and a modél town clerk, of
whom this notice is but too meager
for his merits. By his first wife he
bad children

i Josiah? born in Dorchester, Mass.
2 ii Samuel?, born i Dorchester, Mass.
November 12, 1631,
iii  Twhan?, born in Dorchester, Mass.,
Febroary 3, 1633,
iv  Johu?, born in Wimdsor, Conn., Apri,
30, 1642,

Ag is the case in all other matter
of personal’ -detail, in regard to
her, the date of the death
>f Mathew Grant’s first wife is
unknown, but it must have occurred
a0t long after the birth of John, as
we find that Mathew Grant married
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Susannabh  Rockwell in \Vin(lsor.,nWW‘L:},I’

Conn., May 2%, 1645. By her~he
had one chiid

Peiscilla?, married Michael Homphrey,

Susannah died November 16656 ;
Mathew survived her until December
26, 1681.

2 Samurl? Gravt, (Mathew',)
was born in Dorchester, Mass,, No-
vember 12, 1631, and went as a little
child to Windsor, Conn., where he
wmarried Mary Porter, who was born
in 1630, on May 27, 1658. They
settled on the little eminence in rear
of Iast YWindsor Theological Insti-
tute, which Mathew, the father,
speaks of 1w 1675-6, in the Old
Church Record, as being the only
place in the Meadow which. was. not
covered with water in the great
floods of 1638-9. 'This part of Wind-
sor was afterwards known as East

Windsor, and by a more recent divis-

[
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ion is now South Windsor. Samauel
Grant and Mary his wife had nine
children, six sons and three daugh-
ters, of whom the oldest was

3 1 Samuvls, born at East Windsor, Coan.,

April 20, 1659

3 Samuer?  Guant, (Samuel?,
Mathew',) was born at Bast Windsor,
Conn., April 20, 1659, and married,
first, Hannah Filley, December &,
1683. They had only one child

i Hannah4, married her cousin John Gay-

lord, son of William Gaylord and Anna
Porter.

Hannah Filley Grant died April
18, 1686, and Samuel Grant married,
second, Grace Minor, known as the
“Widow Bertha,””. April 11, 1688,
They had seven children, (some say
eight) of whom the second was

4 ii Noahd. born October 16, 1693.

The house in which Samuel Grant
and his wife Grace lived, and where
Nnah Grant, the direct ancestor of
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General Grant was born, is still stand
ing, although it has been since large-
ly added to. It 13 now occupied by
Major Frederick W. Grant, a de-
scendant of Ihenezer Grant, who
was the youngest brother of Noah
Grant, and the youngest child of
Samuel and Grace Grant. Major
Grant is now 87 years old.

4 Noam* Grant, (Samuel Sam-
uel?, Muthew',) was born at East
Windsor, Conn., October 16, 1693,
and married Martha Hactington of
Norwich, Conn., dJune 12, 1717.
They had children

5 1 Naahs, born aboui 1718,

it Adonrrams, born — -~

il Solomons, unmarried, was killed in
bartle, September 25, 1766

iv Marthas, marri d irst Nathan Maher
kided at Crown Poln, 1735.  She
mariied, second, 1 man by the name
of Price.

Noah* Grant died at Tolland,
Conn., October 16, 1727, and his
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widow Martha became the second
wife of Captain Peter Buell of Cov-
entry, Conn., by whom she had five
children, Peter, -Benjamin, Abigail,
Ruth and Xlias Buell. This daughter
Abigail' married her cousin’s son, Dr.
Joshua Porter, from whom descended
General Peter Buell Porter, late of
Niagara Falls, and others.  Captamn
Peter Buell had four sisters who mar-
ried Porters. It will be seen that
the Grant, Porter and Buell families
frequently intermarried from the
earlies! down to a very late period.

5 Noanr® Graxt,( Noaht, Samuel?,
Samuel?, Mathew',) was born about
1718 and married Susan Delano
about 1743. They had children

6 1 Noah8,born July 4, 1744,
ii Peters, unmarried, lost at sea
1i  Solomons.
iv  Susannah6.

On September 20, 1756, Captain
Noah® Grant and Lieatenant Solo-
mon® Grant were killed in battle,
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6 Noamb Grant, (Noahd, Noaht,
Samuel®, Samuel, Mathew!,) was
born July 4, 1744, probably at Tol-
land, Conn. About 1777, he mar-
ried, first, widow Anna Richardson,
daughter of Abel Buell, bora August
17, 1788 by whom he had children

i Sclomon.

ii Peter?, drowned January 10, 1829, leaving
a large family. ; '

About 1790, Anna Richardson
(Buell) Grant died, and Noah® Grant
took his youngest boy, 8 or 10 years
old, and moved to western Pennsyl-
vania. Here he married, second,
Rachel Kelly, March 4, 1792. They
had children

i Susan’?, born December 7, 1792,
7 i1 Jesse Root?, born Junuary 23, 1794

iii Margaret?, born October 23, 1795,

iv  Noah?, born November, 1797, died Jan-
uary 10, 1821.

v John?, born June 2, 1799, died January
23, 1832.

‘vi  Roswell?, born January 1o, 1802.

vii Rachel?, born September 10, 1803.
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7 Jrsse Root’ Graxnt, ( NoahS, Noah?,
Noaht, Samuel®, Sumuel®, Matheu?,)
was born in Western Pennsylvania,
January 23, 1794, and removed to
Southern Ohio in June, 1820, settling
in Clermont County, InJuoe, 1821,
he married Hannah Simpson, late
from near Philadelphia. 'They had
children

S 1 Ulysses Simpsons, bocen Aprit 27, 1322,

ii  Samuel <impsons, born September 23, .
1325, died September 13, 1861

iif  Clun: 8, born Decewmber (i, 1323, died
March 7, 1865,

iv  Virginia8, born February 20, 332,

v Ouyil L8 horn Ma 15, 1835,

vi Mary £.8 hora July 30, 1839,

It has been generally supposed
that General Grant was namned Hiram
Ulysses, and that by some miistake
his name was sent to the military
authorities when he entered West
Point, as Ulysses 8., which change
had been afterwards acquiesced in
But thisis not correct.as the following
extract from a letter written in 1865
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by Jesse R. Grant to Richard A.
Wheeler of Stonington, Conn., will
show.

‘“As is usually the case with the
first, there was a good deal of anx-
lety about selecting a name for the
child. 1t was finally settled that the
half a dozen names selected by the
family should be all put i a hat,
and the first drawn should be the
name. Ulysses was drawn, and his
mother’s maiden name (Simpson)
adopted for the middle name.”

The letter from which the above
extract is taken is now in the posses-
sion of Hon. Charles J. Hoadley,
State Librarian of Connectieut.

8 Uryssus SpsoN® Graxt (Jesse
Root?, Noahf, Noalb, Noah*, Sam-
wel®, Samuel?, Mathew')

Born at Mount Pleasant, Ohio, April 27, 1822.
Entered West Point Military Academy 1839.
uraduated aud entered the army 1843,
Commissioned full Lieutenant Sent. 30, 1545.
Promoted to First Lieutenant Sept. 8, 1847,
Married to Miss Julia T. Dent 1843,
Promnted to Captain Aug. 5, 1853.
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Resigned July 31, 1854 .
Reported for duty to Governor Yates, April
19, 1861.
Made Colonel 21st Ragt. 110 Vol, June 17, 1861,
Cominissioned Brigadier General Vol. Ang. 7,
1841 i
Battle of Belmont Nov. 8, 1861,
Captured Fort Henry Feb. 62, 186.
Captuared Fort Dopelson Feb, 16, 1862.
Batile of Shiloh April 6-7, Iz,
Viecksburg capturel July 4, 1863.
Promoted to Major*General, Regular Arwiy,
July, 1863
Battle vt Chattanooga Nov, 24-25, 1863.
Made Lieutenant General March 9, 1864,
Moved on Richmond Muay 3, 1861.
Battle of the Wilderness May 5, 6 an:l 7, 1364,
Battle of 8p tsylvania Court House May 2to
12, 1364.
Gold Harbor June 1, 1854.
Petersburg—Airst attack, June 17, 1+64.
Petecsburg—second assault, July 30, 1864,
Halcher's Run March 29, 18,
Frve Forks April 1, 1865
Petershurg captured Aprit 2, 1867,
Richm nd captue-d Apeil 3, 1865.
Lee surrvendeved april-9, 1865.
Commisaioned General July 23, 1366.
Made Secretary of War.Aug. 12, 1847,
Nominated for President at Chicago, May. 21,
1863,
Renominated-at Philadelphia June 5, 1372,
Retired from the Presidential ofice March 5,
197,
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Began his foreign tour May 17, 1877.

Returned via San Francisco fept, 20, 1879.
Keceived in Chicago Nov. 12, 1879,

Made tourin Mexico 1880

Second tour mm Mexico 1881.

Located in New York 1882.

Placed on the retired list March 3, 1885.

Died at 8:08 o’clock Thursday, July 23, 1885.
ged 63 years, 2 months, 26 days,






