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Ancustry i' f' i' Jl Gun. Grant. 

At this solemn and impressive 
time, when everything relating to our 
dead hero is so eagerly read and 
carefully treasured by untold mil­
lions of mourners, I have thought it 
wise to contribute a short and all to 
mcomplete account of his American 
ancestry, the more readily, because 
to my knowledge no account so full 
as the following has appeared in any 
shape. I acknowledge many sins of 
omission, necessary under the cir­
cumstances, but trust no sins of com­
mission will be found. 
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Any one who has had bis attention 
directed to the various lives of Gen­
eral Grant that were written both 
during the war and since, must have 
noticed the peculiarly unsatisfactory 
information given as to bis origin and 
family descent. Some writers start 
off with the statement that be was rf 
Scotch origin, but trace his ancestral 
record no farther back than his 
father, Jesse. Another writer makes 
the Scotch reference more distinct by 
telling us that two Scotch brothers 
came over, one of whom settled in 
New Jersey and the other somewhere 
else, but that Gen. Grant descended 
from the New Jersey settler. An­
other biography states that the early 
ancestors of General Grant settled in 
Connecticut. This latter gtatement 
1s correct,. but no particulars are 
given, and I propose to supply, in 
some short manner, this defect. 

General Grant's chief pride was 
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the fact that his family was distinct­
ively American. In truth, this fact 
will be referred to hy future genera­
tions in ever-growing admiration, 
that "he was the noblest American of 
them all." I esteem it a privilege 
that I am able to present a few sen­
tences from the opening chapter of 
General Grant's "Personal~ Mem­
oirs," that not only show his strong 
American feelings, but aptly illus­
trate his plain, vigorous and taking 
style of composition. 

"lVIy family is American, and has 
been for generations, in all its 
branches, direct and collateral. 

"Mathew Grant, the founder of 
the branch in America, of which I 
am a descendant, reached Dorches­
ter, :i\fassachusetts, in lVIay, 1630. 
In 1635 he moved to what is now 
Windsor, Connecticut, and was the 
surveyor for that colony for more 
than forty years. He was also, for 
many years of the time, town clerk. 
He was a married man when he ar-
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rived nt Dorchester, but his children 
were all born in this country. His 
oldest son, Samuel. took lands on the 
east side of the Connecticut river, 
opposite vVindsor, which have been 
held and occupied by descendants of 
bis to this day. 

''l am of the eighth generation 
from Mathew Grant." 

1. N{ATHEW1 GRANT and wife 
(name unknown) came over with the 
vVarham & :Maverick company in 
1630, in the good ship Mary ancl 
John, and settled first at Dorchester, 
Mass. He was a freeman there in 
1631. In 1635, the major part of 
the company, carrying the clrnrch 
organization with them, removed to 
Connecticut and founded the town of 
vVindsor. In the Conirncticut state 
archives is a volume of MSS. relat­
ing to private controversies. On 
page 138, in a matter concerning 
lands i,, dispute between Joseph 
Loomis, Sr., and Joseph Loomis, 
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Jr., }._pril 21, 1675, ivfotliew Gr:rn t 
testifies : 

"}..iH1 if any q11estion my npri~lit­
ness and tcgal acting about our town 
affairs, tbat I !Jan, been employed in 
a me:tsuring of laml and gcttrnu: out 
of lots to ~nen whicb b,1; hecu~ done 
by me from our first begli1ni ng hri'e 
come next September is 40 yerc. 1 
never go: 0L1t land to any man until 
I knew he had a grant to it from the 
the townsmen, and town's :,pprol.u 
tion, or about recording dt,)r the 
book: was turned to me, w~l1icl1 is near 
twenty-three ye,1rs since. I c,111 say 
with a clear conscieucP. 1 hrt vc been 
careful to do nothing upon one 
1111.m's desire.'· 

As appears from the :.boni, :'.\fath­

cw Grant; was surn,for from the fii st 

settlement of Windsor. I-fo ,vas 
town clerk for m:v1y ye:ffs :rnd kept 
tll," clrnrcl.i records still longer. On 

these latter be often added notes, 
explan:,tory or in correction, which 
h:we considerable value to the inves-
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tigator of the present day. He was 
the compiler of the Old Church 
Recorcl so often quoted, which in the 
absence of the earliest records of the 
town of Windsor ( 1635-50) assumes 
a value which can scarcely be estim­
ated. In short, he was a pious, hard 
working, conscientiolls Christian 
man, and a model town clerk, of 
whom this notice is but too meager 
for his merits. By his first wife he 

bad children 

J· isiuh2 l.Jorn in Dorchester, :Mnss. 
2 ii t:-:a111ue1.2, born 111 DorchestPr, l\fns~, 

November 12, 1531. 
iii T;,han2, born in DorclH•Eter, JHa:ss., 

Febrnary 3, 1583, 
iv John2, born in \;V111dsor, Conn., Apri, 

:JO, !512. 

As is the case in all other matter 
::if personar ·detail, in regard to 
lier, the date of the de:1tb 
Jf :rifathew Grant's first wife is 
llnknown, but it must have occurred 
:10t long after the birth of John, as 
we find that .Mathew Grant married 
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Susannah Rotkwell in 
Conn., :Uay 2 ;, 1645. 
bad one chi;d 

Pdscilla,'l, married ::Uicbael Hnmpbrey, 

Susannah died November 166."i-G; 
J\fathew survived ber until December 
26, 1681. 

2 SAMUEL2 GRA"NT, (1rlathew1,) 
vrns born in Dorehester, i\1:Jss., No­
vember 1~, 1631, and went as a little 
ehild to vVmdsor, Conn., where he 
married Mary Porter, who w:1,,; born 
in 1630, on May 27, 1658. They 
settled on the littl.e emine1;ce in rea,r 
of East Windsor Tlieolog:eal Insti­
tute, wbicb J\fathew, the fatlJcr, 
speaks of rn 1675-6, in the Old 

Glwrch Recorcl, as beiug the only 
tJlace in tl1e Meadow which was not 

covered with \\"titer in the great 
floods of 1638-9. This part of Wind­

sor was afterwards known as East 

Windsor, and by a more recent divi:s~ 
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ion is now South ·windsor. Samuel 
Grant and Mary his wife bad nine 
children, six sons and three daugh­
ters, of whom the oldest was 

3 i Srunud3, born at ~11H \Vindsor, Uonn., 
,\ pr,! 20, 1659 

3 SA11IUEL3 GHANT, (8amuel2, 

Mathew1,) was born at East Wmdsor, 
Conn., April 20, 1659, and married, 
first, Hannah Filley, December ti, 

1683. They had only one child 

Hannnh4, married her coutiin John Gay_­

lorcl, son of William Gaylord an<l Anna 
Porter. 

ftannab Filley Grant died April 
18, 1686, and Samuel Grant married, 
second, Grace Mmor, known as the 
"Widow Bertha," April 11, 1688, 
They had seven children, (some say 
erg ht) of whom the S8cond was 

4 ii Noah4. born October 16, 1603. 

The house in which Samuel Grant 
and his wife Grace lived, and where 
Nnah Grant, the direct ancestor of 
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General Grant was born, is still stand 
ing, altllougli it has been since large­
ly at1cle<l to. It 1s now occ;upied by 
Major Freclerid, ,v. Grant, a de­
sc;endant of Ebenezer Grnnt, who 
was the youngest brother of Noah 
Grant, and the youngest child of 
Samuel and Graca Grant. Major 
Grant is now 87 years old. 

4 NoAn4 GRANT, (Sanwel3 Sani­
uel2, )rfathew1,) was born :i,t East 
Windsor, Conn., October 16, 169:3, 
and married Martha l-I,1r:tington of 
Norwich, Conn., June 12, 1717. 
They had children 

fi 1 .,,:,.a,!15, bori: nlJ0111 !~IS. 

ii Adornram,'), b n·ri - -

iii S ;lornor1,'i, 1Jr1n1:1rrieJ, was killeil in 

IJnttle, Sc1 1 tPJ1111er 25, r-;-e/-i 
lv \ia.rtha5. marl'i d rtrst ~\at:ian Maher 

ki:!l•d at Crown Poin 1 !7&.5. She 
married, second, a nrnn l>_y the name 
of Price. 

Noah4 Grant died at Tolland, 
Conn., October 16, 1727, and his 
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widow Martha became the second 
wife of Captain Peter Buell of Cov­
entry, Conn., by whom she had five 
children, Peter, Benjamin, Abigail, 
Ruth and Elias Buell. This daughter 
Abigail married her cousin's son, Dr. 
Joshua Porter, from whom descended 
General Peter Buell Porter, late of 
Niagara Falls, and others. Captam 
Peter Buell had four sisters wllo mar­
ried Porters. It will be seen that 
then-rant, Porter and Buell families 
frequently intermarried from the 
earlies'. down to a very late period. 

5 NoAH5 GRANT,(Noah4, /::Jamuel3, 

Samuel2, J.1fathew1,) was born about 
1718 and married Susan Delano 
about 1743. They had children 

6 i Noah6, born July 4, 17H. 
ii PeLer6, uumarried, lost aL sea 
1ii Solomon6. 
iv SuRann9.h6. 

On September 20, 1756, Captain 
Noah5 Grant and Lieutenant Solo­
mon" Grant were killed in battle. 
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6 NoAH6 GRANT, (Noah 5, Noah\ 
Samiiel3, Samiiel2, Jtfothew1,) was 
born July 4, 1744, probably at Tol­
land, Conn. About 1777, he mar­
ried, first, widow Anna Richardson, 
daughter of Abel Buell, boru August 
17, 1738 by whom he had children 

i So!omon7, 
ii Peter7, drowned January JO, 1829, leaving 

a large family. ' 

About 1790, Anna Richardson 
(Buell) Grant died, and Noah6 Grant 
took his youngest boy, 8 or 10 years 
old, and moved to western Pennsyl­
vania. Here he married, second, 
Rachel Kelly, March 4, 1792. They 
had children 

7 ii 

iii 

iv 

V 

'Vi 
vii 

Susan7, born December 7, 1792. 

Jesse Ruot7, born January 23, 1791 

i\Iar.!5a:;et7, born October 23, 1795. 

Noah7, born November, 1797, clied Jan-
uary 10, 1821. 

J ohn7, born June 2, 1-799, died Jan nary 
23, 1832. 

Roswell7, born Jamury Jo, 1802. 
Rachel7, born September 10, 1803. 
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7 JESSE Roo-r7 GRANT, ( Noah6, Noah 5, 
Noah4, Samuel3 , Snmne/2, 21fathew1,) 
was born in We3tern Pennsylvania, 
January 23, 1794, a.nd removed to 
Southern Ol1io in June, 1820, settling 
in.Clermont Couri~y. In ,June, 1821, 
he married Hannah Simpson, late 
from near Philadelpl..ii:l.. Tbey had 
children 

8 i L:ly:ises :::i.iln1Json8, bot·n \.pl'il 2-;, 18'22. 

ii Samuel -.:::imps1)n8, born St•pternbt•,· 23. 
1'"5, died Septem\Jer 1:1, J8fH 

iii Clnu: s, born D~cemb:··r 11, 1828, die1l 
Jfarch 7, 1865. 

iv VirginiaS, bvrn fellnutry 20, t.:-t-H. 
v Orvil L.S 1,orn Thh l'i, 18:lo, 
vi Mal'y ~'.8 horn .July ;;o, IS39. 

It has been generally supposed 
that General Grant was named Hiram 
Ulysses, and tllat by some mistake 
l1is name was sent to the military 
authonties when Ile entered West 
Point, as Ulysses S., which change 
hail been afterwards acquiesced in 
But this is not correct,as the following 
extract from a letter written in 1865 
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by ,Jesse R. Grant to Ricliard A. 
·wheeler of Stonington, Conn., will 
show. 

"As is usually the case with the 
first, there was a goocl deal of anx­
iety about selecting a name for the 
child. It was finally settled that th,3 
half a dozen names selected by the 
family should be all put 111 a hat, 
and the first drawn should be the 
name. Ulysses was drawn, and his 
mother's maiden name (Simpson) 
adopted for the middle name." 

The letter from which the above 
extract is taken is now in the posses­
sion of Hon. Charles J. Hoadley, 
State Librarian of Connectieut. 

8 ULYSSES SrnPsoN8 GRANT (Jesse 
Root7, Noah6, Noah5, Noah4, Sam• 
uel3, Samuel2, Mathew1) 

Born at Mount Pleasant, Ohi0, April 27, 182:?. 
Entered West Point Military Academy 1839. 
Graduated aud entered the army 18{3. 
Oommissiouerl full Lieutenant Se:it. 30, 1845. 
Prom0ttd to First Lieutenant Sept. 8, 18*7. 
Married to Miss Julia T. lJeut 1848. 
Promoted to Captain Aug. 5, 1853. 



16 

P.esigo.ed July31, 18.14 
Rep<irte•l for duty tu Governn1· Yates, April 

19, 1861. 

,1ade Colonel 21st Ro5t. Ill. Vol, June 17, 1861. 
Commissione,I Brigaiier General Vol. At1g. 7, 

1s-;1. · 

Battle of Belmont :-.ov. 8, 186J. 
Oapt,ued Fort Henry J<'elJ. 6J, 186. 
Captured r:ort Dope!s011 Fc•b. 16, 1862. 
Battle of Sh1loli April 6-7, rn,;~. 
Vicksburg capture,\_July 4, 186:,. 
Promoted tv Majur•Genei-al, R 0 gnlar .\nny, 

July, 1863 
Battle ul'Chattanooga Nov. 24-f5, 186·J. 
,rade Lient,,uar.t General .lfarcil 9, 18!i4. 
,loved on l{ichmond May 3, lblil. 
Battle or the Wiltle;·aess .\lay 5, 6 ,w,l 7, 1364. 
Battle of ,;p .tsylva11ia Court !Iouse .VIay P to 

12, loli4. 
Colcl Harbor June 1, 18d4. 
Peters\JUrJ-5.rst attack, June 17. 1,64 . 
.Peti:>i·sbnrµ;~seoon~ as:::Htnlt, ,Jul~- 30, 1;::GL 
Hatcher's R:1n March 2D 1 !8 ·b. 
Five Forks ,\pd! 1, 1865 
Petersburg captured April 2, 190 \. 
Riehm ,nci captur d April :1, 1865. 
Lee su,-rendered April il, 186,. 
Comn1isaioned General J tily 25, 186fl. 
\Ia.de Seere:nry of \'iar.Aug. 12, 18J7. 
Nominated for P,-eside11t at Ohic,1go 1 :\fay 21, 

1868. 
l!enominated at Pl1ilndelphla June 5, 1872. 
Retire<! from the Presidential olllec )larch 5, 

1,77. 
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Be6an bis foreign tour }lay 17, 18i7. 
Returned via 5ian Francisco ~ept. ~o, 1Si9. 
l{eceived in Chicago Nov. 12, 1879. 
Made tour in ~rexico 1880 
Second tonr m Mexico 18S1. 
Located in New York 1882. 
Placed on the retired list March 3, 1885. 
Died at 8:08 o'clock Thursday, July 2-5, 188:; 
ged 63 years, 2 months, 26 days. 




